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THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  vols. 
The  chief  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland*s  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols. ; 
Almon's  Debates,  24  vols.  ;  Debrett's  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers  ;  Debates  Id 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.,  &c. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

CONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  II.-1066to  1760. 

Vol.  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

REION  OF  OEOBOE  III -1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol.35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

_    36    42        —       1802 


(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol.  36    42  Geo.  Ill 


.1802-3 


DEBATES. 
Pint  Series. 

(Second  Parliament — continued,) 
Vol.    1    &    2. ..44  Geo.  Ill 1803-4 

—  3  to    5.. .45         —       1805 

_      6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.    8  ife    9. ..47    Geo.  Ill 1806-7 

(Fourth  Paruament.) 

Vol.    9  to  11. ..48    Geo.  Ill 1807-8 

—  12  — 14. ..49         —       1809 

—  15  — 17. ..50         —       1810 

—  18  — 20.. .51  —       ...   1810-11 

—  21  — 23.. .52         —       1812 


(Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  24  to  26.. .53  Geo.  III.  ...   1812-13 

—  27  &  28.. .54         —       ...   1813-14 

—  29  to  31. ..55         —       ...    1814-15 

—  32  — 34. ..56         —       1816 

—  35  &  36.. .57         — 1817 

^  37  — 38.. .58         —       1818 

(Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  &  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—    41    60         —       ...   1819-20 


Second  Series. 

BEION  OF  OEOBOE  IV. -1820  to  1830. 

(Seventh  Pahuament.) 

Vol.    1  to    3...  1  Geo.  IV 1820 

—  4  ife    5...  2         —      1821 

—  6—    7...  3         —       1822 

—  8—    9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5  -       1824 

—  12  —  13...  6  —       1825-6 

—  14  —  15...  7  —       1826 

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol.16    7  Geo.  IV 1826 

—  17    8         —      1827 

—  18  &  19...  9         —       1828 

—  20— 21. ..10         —       182'J 

—  22  to  25.. .11  —       1830 
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Third  Seriea. 

BEIGN  OF  WILLIAM  IV.-18S0  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parll^ment.) 

Vol.    4  to    8...  2  Will.  IV 1832 

—  9—  14...  3         —        1831 

(Eleventh  Parlument.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

•-  31  -^  35„,  5         —      1834 

(Twelfth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

—  31—  35...  7         —       1836 

—  36—  38...  8         —       1837 

BBIGN  OP  VICTOEIA-1837  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  39  to   44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  45—  50...  2        —         1839 

—  51  —  55...  3        —        1840 

—  56—  58...  4         —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  59  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  65...  5  —    1842 

_-  66—  71  ..  6  -    1843 

_  72—  76...  7  —    1844 

_  77  __  82..  S  —    1845 

—  83—  88...  9  —    1846 

—  89—  94. ..10  —  (a)  1847 

(Fifteenth  Paruament.) 

Vcl.  95  10  Victoria  (b)  1847 

96  to  101. ..11    —    1848 

--  102— 107. ..12    —    1849 

—  108— 113. ..13    —    1850 

—  114— 118.. .14    —    1851 

—  119— 122. ..15    —  (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  123  15  ViCTOKJA  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16    —    1853 

-   130— 135.. .17    —    1854 

—  136— 139. ..18    —    1855 

—  140— 143.. .19    —    1856 

—  144  20    —  (a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Paruausnt.) 

Vol  145  to  147.. .20  Victoria     (b)  1857 

—  148— 151. .21        —        1858 

—  152— 153.. .22        —  (a)  1859 

(Eighteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  154  to  155.. .22  Victoria  (b)  1859 

—  156  —160.. .23  —    1860 

—  161  —164.. .24  —    1861 

—  165— 168.. .25  —    1862 

—  169— 172.. .26  —    1863 

—  173— 176.. .27  —    1864 

—  177— 180.. .28  —    1865 

(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184.. .29  Victoria 1866 

—  185— 189. ..30        —         1867 

—  190— 193.. .31         —         ...  1867-a 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198. ..32  Victoria  ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203. ..33        —  1870 

—  204— 208.. .34        —  1871 

_   209— 213.. .35        —  1872 

—  214 —217. ..36        —  1873 

(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  218  to  221. ..37  ViCTORU    1874 

—  222— 226.. .38  —         1875 

—  227  —231. ..39  —         1876 

—  232  —236.. .40  —         1877 

—  237— 242.. .41  —         1878 

—  243— 249.. .42  —  ...1878-9 

—  250  &  251.  ..43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

Vol.  252  to  256. ..43  Victoria     (b)  1880 

—  257— 265.. .44  —    1881 

—  266  —273... 45  —  (a)  1882 

—  274  &  275.. .45  —  (b)  1882 

—  276  to  283. ..46  —    1883 

—  284— 292.. .47  —    1884 

—  293  —301. ..48  —  ...  1884-5 

(Twenty-Third  Paruab£ent.) 
Vol.  302  to  307 ...  49  Victoria     (a)  1 886 

(Twenty-Fourth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  308  &  309.. .49  Victoria  (b)  1886 

—  310  to  321.  ..50   —    1887 

—  322  -332.. .51    —    1888 

—  333— 340.. .52    —    1889> 

—  341  —348.. .53    —    1890 

—  349  —356.. .54    -  ,..  1890-1 
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Fourth  SericM. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament — cont,) 
Vol.      1  to     6.. .55  Victoria  1892 

(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 

VoL     7    56  Victoria  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —        ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29.. .57         —         1894 

_     30—  35.. .58        —        1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  36    59  Victoria  1895 

—  37  to  44... 59  —  ...  1895-6 

—  45—  52.. .60  —  1897 

_  53  _  65.. .61  —  1898 

_  66—  76.. .62  —  1899 

—  77    63  —  1899 

—  78—  83...63  —  1900 

—  84...  63  &  64  —  1900 

_  85—  87.. .64  —  1900 


(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament.) 
Vol.  88  64  Victoria     1900 

BEIGN  OF  EDWARD  VII. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament— <kw«.) 
Vol.  89  1  Edward  VIL...1901 


90  to  100 

101  ...     1 

102  to  117 
118  to  128 
129  to  140 
141  to  151 


1  — 
&2  — 

2  — 

3  — 

4  — 

5  — 


.1901 
..1902 
..1902 
..1903 
..1904 
..1905 


(Twenty-Eiohth  Parliament.) 


Vol.  152  to  168 

—  169  to  182 

—  183  to  191 


Edward  VII. 


.1906 
.1907 
.1908 
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THE    CABINET. 

$^firMt  MiA->r>»r  *n*l  First  Lord  <rf  -/d*  Treasarr Re  Hon.  H.  H.  As^irTTH,  M.P. 

tjf^fi  Pr«wiri«r.t  of  tr.4»  Cotiiwnl Rt.  Ffoo.  LoH  TwEEDM»>rTF, 

tjf^fi  CT.aa«l>,r Rt.  Hon.  Lord  L/^RZEURX. 

^^hiwuj*i>*r  '^^f  *ine  Zx/tht^n^T Rt.  Hon.  D.  LlotiMjEOEGE,  M.P. 

5*<5nT*tAr:«»  of  .StAtit 

fU^Ji  \f*;^nrfJitit Rt.  Hon.  HERBERT  J.  GLADSTONE,  >LP. 

Forei^  AffAir.^ Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Gret,  Bt.,  M.P. 

CoW.»a1  (yftf^. Rt.  Hon.  Ewl  of  Crewe. 

W*f  r^flv;i^ Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Haldaxe,  M.P. 

IhAixfpfhr*- Kt.  H#>n.  Jy^RD  Morley.  =' 

Fir«t  Jy^'i  of  th^  A'lmiraitT Rt.  Hon.  Reginald  McKexxa,  M.P. 
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t'rtmul^rftt  of  the  K^Ard  of  Ajpricnltnre Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrixgtox. 
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TJ»*  Firwt  OfiMfii^ioner  of  Work»— Rt.  Hon.  L.  Harcocrt.  M.P. 

NOT    IX    THE    CABINET. 

I^nd^  H*cr*tary  of  State,  Foreign  Office Lord  FiTZMAURiCE. 

(y'fi/ler  He/;ret^ry  of  State,  Home  Office HERBERT  Samuel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

(y'n/l^r  He/:r«itArv  of  Sut«,  O^lonial  Office Colonel  Seely,  M.I'. 

Cn/ler  S<:'Tetiir*y  of  State,  India  Office T.  P^  BUCHAXAX,  Esq.,  M.P. 

(,'ridiw  H<?/;ret,arv  of  Sute,  War  Office Lf)KV  LuCAS. 

Parlfam#;riUry  Se^^refary  to  the  Treannrj- ^etirge  Whiteley,  Eeq.,  M.P. 

ParliarrieriUry  Hf^rtiUiTy  Ut  the  l^^ard  of  E<lucation T.  McKlSNOX  WoOD,  F^.,  M.P. 

Parliameritary  S*5creUry  to  the  Admiralty Dr.  MaCN'amara,  M.P. 

i'arliamenUry  Se^:retary  U»  the  B^^rd  of  Tra<le Sir  Hudson  Kearley,  M.P. 

f'arliarricriUry  S^trretary  to  the  Iy>cal  Government  Beard C.  F.  G.  Masterman,  Esq.,  ALP* 

Financial  Hecr#-Ury  U*  theTreannry C.  E.  HOBHOUSE,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office F.  I).  ACLAXD,  Rsq.,  M.P. 

I  J.  A.  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Herbert  Lewis,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Captain  Cecil  Norton,  M.P. 
J.  II.  Whitley,  Esq.,  M.P. 
J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  Esq.,  M.P. 
I  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  John  Fisher. 
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^  Kear-Admiral  Sir  H.  B.  Jackson. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS.  Page 

The  Further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been 
complied  with  :  Tjne  Improvement. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill.— (Petition  for  additional  Provision). — 
Examiner's  Certificate  of  non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Wednesday  next      1 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [h.l.].— Committed :   The  Committee  to  be 

proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection        1 

North-East  London  Railway  Bill ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 

Bill.— Read  3*,  and  passed       2 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tollemache  Estate  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons        2 

Draycott  Oas  Bill. — Returned   from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 

agreed  to  2 
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Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.Ti.]. — Report 
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and  the  Lord  Wynford  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  Members  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  paid  Bills  in  the  place  of  Lord  Leigh  and  Lord  Lochee  ; 
reda,  and  agreed  to      2 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply  Bill  [h.l.],  London  Electric  Supply 
Bill  [h.l.],  London  (Westminster  and  Kensington)  Electric  Supply  Coni- 
\  Bill  [h.l.]. — Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee  to  adjourn  over 
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o-morrow 


Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill.— Read  1» ;  to  be  printed ; 
and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland  Act,  1899), 
deemed  to  have  been  read  2*  (The  Lord  Denman,  for  the  Lord  Herschell), 
and  reported  from  the  Committeee.     (No.  Ill)        
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Monday  next ...         3 
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Treaty  Series  No.  16  (1908). — Agreement  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
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4015.  China  (Hankow);  No.  4043.  United  States  (Consular  District  of 
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dicherry  and  Karikal) ;  No.  4047.  Spain  (Canary  Islands) ;  No.  4048. 
Italy  (Province  of  Lecce). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     3 

Civil  List  Pensions. — List  of  all  pensions  granted  during  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1908,  and  payable  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  (1)  of  the  Civil 
List  Act,  1901 3 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1901— Order  made  by  the  Ley  ton  Urban  District  Council, 
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the  hours  of  closing  for  certain  classes  of  shops  within  the  urban  district ...         4 
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Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''—{The  Earl  of  Crewe) 
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The  Marquess  of  LansdowThe          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  9 

Lord  Clonbrock       13 

Lord  Robertson       14 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)         16 
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Lord  James  of  Hereford     ...         -1 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»,  and  committed  to  a  Committe  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 
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Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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xiv  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

June  25.]  Page 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amendment  [Provi- 
sional Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow  ...         ...         ...         ...       49 

Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Bristol  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported, 

without  Amendment ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  ...       49 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Upton  Town  Hall  Bill  [Lords]. — Re- 
ported, with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 49 

North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]. — Re- 
:r-i'*  ported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  49 

Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways  (Abandonment)  Bill.— Reported, 
with  Amendments  [Title  amended] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       49 

Private  Bills  (Group  H).— Sir  Frederick  Cawley  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private  Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at  Twelve  of  the 
Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       50 

Railway  Bills  (Group  3).— Sir  Joseph  Compton-Rickett  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  3  of  Railway  Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 

.parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till   Wednesday  next,  at  half-pist 

Eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table      50 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  pissed  a  Bill,  intituled.  Honour- 
able Artillery  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  Tollemache  Estate  Bill  [Lords]. 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Tollemache  Estate  Bill 
[Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  50 

PETITIONS. 

Licensing  Bill. — Petition   against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     9  Petitions  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  50 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899.— Order  that  the  Paper 

relative  thereto  be  printed,  read,  and  discharged     ...       52 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904. — Order  made  by  the  Ley  ton  Urban  District  Council ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 52 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Diplomatic  and  Consular  Re^yorts,  Annual 

Series,  Nos.  4013,  4015,  and  4043  to  4048  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 52 

Treaty  Series  (No.  16, 1908). — Agreement  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Spain  respecting  the  Postal  Service  between  Gibraltar  and  Spain,  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 52 

Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  to  1932  (Proceedings).— Report  respecting 
the  Applications  to  and  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under  tho 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  to  lis  up^n  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  198]       52 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.                                    •  xv 

June  25.]  Page 

Civil  List  Pensions. — List  of  all  Pensions  granted  during  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1908,  and  payable  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  (1)  of  the  Civil 

List  Act,  1901,  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  199]        ...  52 

National  Expenditure- — Return  ordered,  "  of  the  gross  income  and  outgo 

of  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1906-7" 52 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Passages  for  Discharged  Seamen  from  Continental  Ports            52 

Bums- Hartopp  Estate,  Kerry          53 

Scottish  Poor  Rates 54 

Maybery  Estate,  Kenmare 54 

Coonina  Pier,  Kerry 55 

The  Law  Courts        55 

Marble  Arch  Coffee  Stall     ...  55 

Steamship  "Helga" 56 

Grant  for  Irish  Fishery  Development        ...         56 

Cruisers  for  Irish  Fishery  Protection          57 

Irish  Afforestry  Inspector 57 

Import  and  Export  Trade  Statistics           57 

Trawling  in  Sheephaven  Bay          ...  58 

Limerick  Competition          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  58 

Unclaimed  Property             59 

Deptford  Cattle  Market       59 

Imports  of  Foreign  Cattle ...  60 

Prices  of  Beef           60 

Right  of  Speaking  in  Sheffield  Public  Parks         61 

Manchester  Education  Conference  ...         ...         61 

Cost  of  Supervising  Sugar  Factories          ...         62 

Collection  of  Licence  Duties            ...         62 

Reorganization  of  the  Revenue  Service     ...         ...         63 

Relief  of  the  Unemployed 63 

Proof  Spirit  in*Cider            64 

Unclaimed  Bank  Balances  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   ^      ...  64 

Cost  of  Practice  Ammunition  at  Glasgow  ...         ...         ...         ...          ...         ...  64 

Fifteen  Pounder  Gun  Shells           65 

Artillery  Practice — Efficiency  Regulations            ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  65 

Territorial  Artillery  Officers            65 

Boys  at  Woolwich  Arsenal 66 

Yeomanry  Pay          66 

Colonel  Smy the's  Collinstown  Estate         ...  66 

Cahirciveen  Evicted  Tenant...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  67 

Irish  Teacher's  Pay 67 

Irish  Intermediate  Education  Board          ...  67 

Belfast  Tratns  Committee's  Report  68 


xvi  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

June  25.] 

American  Gooseberry  Mildew         

Sheep  Disease — Salving       

Bolton  Telegraphist's  Grievance 

Tobacco  Manufacture  Regulations 

Customs  Duties  on  Hops 

1st  Argyll  and  Bute  Volunteer  Artillery 

Bechuanaland  Expedition  Reward  ... 

Woolwich  Arsenal — Compensation  Case 

QUESTIONS   IN   THE  HOUSE. 

Fires  on  Admiralty  Property  

H.M.S.  "  Commonwealth  " 

Dockyard  Employees  and  the  Territorial  Army 

Aden  Guard  Ships   ... 

Returns  of  Naval  Casualties  ...  

Cane  Sugar  Production        

Disloyal  Bengali  Students 

Calcutta  Model  Liquor  Shops 
Poppy  Cultivation  in  China... 

New  Indian  Press  Law        

Indian  Frontier  War  Medals  

Union  of  the  West  Indian  Colonies  

Dinizulu 

Kingston  Port  

Employment  of  Ceylonese  ... 

Congo  Trade — Native  Rights         

Russian  Sugar  Exports 
Great  Britain  and  Montenegro 

Great  Britain  and  Servia 

The  Khedive's  Visit 

The  Ghezira  Rebellion — Abdul  Kader's  Fate        

Flogging  Sentences  in  Egypt  

The  Fighting  in  Persia 

Seizure  of  a  British  Subject  by  Moors  at  Tetuan 

Hamilton  Spit  Light  

District  Railway  Carriage  Doors 

United  Kingdom  Pilots  Association  

Railway  Rates  for  Beef        

Central  Unemployed  Committee 

Imported  Skimmed  Milk 

Territorial  Army  Allowances  for  Substitutes        

Early  Morning  Trains  for  Postal  Employees         

Unclaimed  Deposits  in  Scotch  Banks         

School  Attendance  in  Stornoway 


Page 

6a 

69 
69 
70 
70 
71 
71 
72 

72 

7a 
7a 

74 
74 
76 
76 

77 
77 
78 
79 
80 
80 
81 
81 
82 

8a 

84 
85 
85 
86 
86 
87 
89 
89 
90 
90 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
94 
95 


TABLE    OF   CONTENTS.  xvii 

June  25.]  Ptige 

Scottish  Fisheries — Steam  Propelled  Vessels        ...         95 

Illegal  Trawling — Gratuities  for  Fishermen  96 

Prosecutions  for  Illegal  Trawling — New  Police  Cruiser 96 

Legislation  for  the  Suppression  of  Illegal  Trawling         96 

Illegal  Trawling  by  Foreigners        97 

Tuberculosis  Prevention  in  Scotland  97 

Tooma  Shooting  Outrage *      98 

Ballymahon,  County  Longford,  Riot         99 

Outrage  in  Ireland  in  May  ...         .-. 99 

Assault  on  an  Estate  Inspector  at  Dundrum         100 

Irish  Proclaimed  Counties   * 101 

Judge  Curran  on  Cattle-drives        101 

Division  of  the  Monaghan  Estate  Untenanted  Lands      102 

•  Irish  Intermediate  Education  102 

Athenry  Shooting  Outrage 103 

McCartie  Estate,  Headfort,  County  Kerry  104 

Appeals  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Act  104 

Knockanes  (Kerry)  Evicted  Farm 105 

Evictions  in  Ireland .•         106 

Irish  Excursion  Train  Incident       107 

Belfast  Hibernians' Excursion         108 

Rathruddy  Outrage 108 

Ennis  Cattle  Outrage  Claim  109 

Gowel  (Leitrim)  Cattle  Drive  109 

Armagh  Boycotting  Case 110 

Glensharrold  Estate,  Ardagh  110 

Irish  Mail  Disputes Ill 

Discharge  of  Telegraph  Messengers  in  Ireland      113 

The  Master  of  the  Horse — Post  Office  Administration 113 

Indian  Reforms         114 

Selection  (Standing  Coboiittees). — Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table 114 

Companies  Bill  [Lords].  —Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  281]  116 

NEW  BILL. 

Police  County  Authorities  Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  3rd 

July,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  282] 116 

Supply  [13th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

VOL.  CXCL    [Fourth  Series.]  h 


xviii  TABLE   OP   COJ^TENTS. 

June  25.]  Vage 

Civil  Services  and  Re\tenue  Depart>ients  Estimates,  1908-9. 

Class  IL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed,  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£11,600,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Ex|)enses  of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
Subordinate  Office,  Expenses  under  the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1900, 
and  Expenses  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland; 
Fund." 

Mr.  Gulland  (Dumfries  Burghs) ;         117 

Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen^  N.) 120 

Mr.  Jreir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)      123 

Mr.  Younger  (Ayr  Burghs)  ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...     127 

Mr.  Miichell'Thomsm  (Ixinarkshire,  N.W,)         128  * 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
X10,600,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service."— (Afr.  Mitchell-Thomson.) 

Mr.  A.  Dewar  (EdiThbwrgh,  S.)     ...         137 
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And,  it  being  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the  Clock,  and  their  being  Private 
Business  set  down  by  direction  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
under  Standing  Order  ^o.  8,  further  proceeding  was  postponed  with- 
out Question  put. 

Oyster  and  Mussel  Fishery  (Bay  of  Firth)  Order  Confirmation  Bill. 
[by  Order] — Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednesday  next,  at  a  quartei* 
past  Eight  of  the  Clock. 

Supply  (Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1908-9). 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Question  proposed  on  consideration  of  Question, 
"  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £11,600,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  office  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Subordinate  Office,  'Expenses  under  the 
Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1900,  and  Expenses  under  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid 
of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Fund." 

Which  Question  was,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  X10,600,  be  granted 
for  the  said  service." — (Mr,  Mitchell-Thomson,) — resumed. 

Sir  John  Detuar      175 

Mr.  Wilkie  (Dundee)         ^ 176 

Mr,  Morton  (Sutherland) 177 

Mr.  Ainsworth  (Argyllshire)         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  183 
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The  Lord-Advocate  (Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs) 202 


TABLE    OF   CONTENTS.  xix 

JiVM  26.]  Paq^ 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  rose  in  his  placo,  and  claimed  to  move,  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  X10,600  be  granted 
for  the  said  service." 

The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  52  ;  Noes,  175.     (Division  List  No.  138.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left   the  Chair  to 
make  his  report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  pi^ogress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

National  Military  Training  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged.    Bill  withdrawn       213 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  [Lords]  :  Post  Office  (Con.^olidation)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  and  Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  that  so  much 
of  the  Lords  Message  [18th  June]  as  relates  to  the  Companies  (Consolida- 
tion) Bill  [Lords],  Post  Office  (Consolidation)  Bill  [Lords],  and  Statute  Law 
Revision  Bill  [Lords],  be  now  considered. — (J/r.  Joseph  Fease.) 

Lords'  Message  considered  accordingly. 

Ordered,  that  a  Select  Committee  of  seven  Members  be  appointed  to 
join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Lords,  as  mentioned  in  their  Lordships* 
Message  of  18th  June,  to  consider  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill 

i Lords],  Post  Office  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords],  and  Statute  Law  Revision 
Jill  [Lords]. 

Committee  accordingly  nominated  of — Mr.  Beale,  Mr.  Cave,  Mr. 
Arnold  Herbert,  Mr.  Hills,  Mr.  Kavanagh,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  and  Mr. 
Stewart  Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
juid  records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

Ordered,  "  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 
therewith,  and  to  request  that  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  add  two 
Lords  to  the  said  Joint  Committee." — (Mr,  Joseph  Pease.) 

Scottish  Estimates. — On  the  Motion  for  adjournment, 

Mr,  Pirie  {Aberdeen,  N.)              215 

Mr,  fFilliamson  {Elgin  and  Nairn)          215 

Mr.  Barnes  {Glasgow,  Blaekfriars)           216 

Mr,  G.  E.  Price  {Edinburgh,  Central)       21G 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr,  J,  A.  Pease,  Essex, 

Saffrm  Walden)         21t> 

Adjourned  at  twenty-two  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  FRIDAY,  26th  JUNE,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Audenshaw  Urban  District  Oooncil  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed  with  Amendments 217 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill;   London  United  Tramways  Bill.— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed 217 
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Order  Bill. — Bead  the  third  time  and  passed  21T 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Pj-ovisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill. — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Monday  next      21T 

PETITIONS. 

Children  Bill. — 2  Petitions  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 21T 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill. — 3  Petitions  against ;   to  lie  upon 

the  Table  ^     217 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...     21 T 

Licensing  BilL — Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     Petition  for  |dtera- 

tion  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 217 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  217 

Port  of  London  BilL — Petition  against,  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        218 

Public  Health  Officers  Bill.— Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...     218 

KETUENS,  REPOETS,  &c. 

National  Guarantee  for  the  War  Bisks  of  Shipping.— Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  a  National  Guarantee  for  the  War  Risks  of 
Shipping  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         21S 

Post  Office  (Changes  in  Wages,  etc.). — Copies  ordered,  "  of  the  Post  Office 
Circulars  announcing  changes  in  the  wages  and  conditions  of  service  of 
Post  Office  Servants  in  connection  with  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Post  Office  Servants."         218- 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Proceedings  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  218 

Pension  of  late  Rector  of  Girls'  High  School,  Glasgow 219" 

Cadets  at  Dartmouth,  Osborne,  and  on  Cruisers 220 

Irish  Education  Grants        220 

Introduction  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings  and  Small  Holdings  Consolidation 

Bills        221 

Result  of  Labourers  Act  Inquiry  at  Dunfanaghy  221 

Transfer  of  Officers  of  Disbanded  Units 221 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  BilL— -Not  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee) considered. 

Sir  F,  Banbvn^  {City  of  London) 222* 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  Clause  1." — (Sir  F,  Banhury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*  shall,'  in  page  1,  line  17,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Cochrane  {Ayrshire,  N,)         223- 

Mr,  Morton  {Sutherland) 226. 

Major  Anstruther-Gray  {St.  Andrews  Burghs) 221 
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Sir  J,  Jardine  {Roxburghshire)      ^..  227 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson  {Yorkshire,  E,R,,  Eoldemess)  228 

Mr.  C.  B.  Harmsworih  {Worcestershire,  Droitunch)         229 

Mr.  Carlisle  (Hertfordshire,  St.  Albar^s) 329 

Afr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 230 

Mr.  Younger  {Ayr  Burghs)  230 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Eobhouse,  Bristol,  E.)      ...  231 

Sir  F,  Banbwy      231 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      232 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  page  1,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word  *may,^  and  insert  the 
word  *  shall,  " — {Sir  F.  Banbury),  instead  thereof. 

•Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  may '  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Morion  232 

Mr.  Carlisle  233 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  , 

Xocal  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press)  Bill.— As  amended  (by  the 
Standing  Committee),  considered. 

Mr.  Gulland  {Dumfries  Burghs)  233 

Mr.  Watt  {Glasgow,  College)         233 

New  clause — 

"  In  the  application  of  this  Act  to  Scotland — (1)  the  expression 
*  local  authority '  means-*-  (a)  a  county  council,  a  town  council,  a  parish 
council,  a  school  board,  and  a  district  committee  constituted  under  the 
Local  Grovernment  (Scotland)  Acts ;  (b)  a  central  body  and  a  distress 
•committee  under  the  Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905 ;  (c)  a  joint 
committer  or  joint  board  or  any  other  body  constituted  under  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  the  Poor  Law  (Scotland)  Act,  1845, 
And  any  Act  amending  the  same,  the  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1856  to 
1900,  or  any  other  Act  of  Parliament  or  Provisional  Order,  and  ad- 
ministering or  entitled  to  administer  funds  derived  from  any  rate  ;  (2) 
the  expression  *  Local  Government  Board'  means  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland  ;  (3)  the  definition  of  the  expression  '  local 
authority,'  in  Section  2  of  this  Act,  shall  not  apply  to  Scotland," — 
{Mr.  Gulland.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 
Mr.  Carlisle  234 

<Juestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill—  • 

Sir  F.  Banbury      234 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'*In  page  1,  line  7,  to  insert  the  words  *as  often  as  may  be  de- 
sirable at  any  meeting.' " — {Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

ijjuestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  {Durham,  Barnard  Castle)  ...  235 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr.  Master^ 

man,  West  Ham,  N.)  235 

Mr.  Carlisle  236 
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Ameadment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  opinions/  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  on  the  ground  of  any  reports  or  comments  published  by  such  news- 
paper.' " — {Mr,  Winfrey.) 

Qu»  stion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nannetti  {Dublin^  College  Green)       243 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  newspaper,' to  insert  the 
words  *  or  through  the  agency  of  such  representatives.' " — {Mr,  Nan- 
netti), 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr,  Arthur  Henderson       244 

Mr,  Masterman      244 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Ouinness  244 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the 
words  **  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  the  exclusion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  any  newspaper  on  the  ground  of  the  publication  of  con- 
fidential documents.'  " — {Mr,  Guinness),     . 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr,  Dalziel  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 245 

Mr,  Arthur  Henderson       246 

Mr.  Masterman      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...      246 

Viscount  Morpeth 246 

Mr.  ByUs  {Salford,  N,) 247 

Mr,  Nannetti  248 

The  Parluimeniary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  {Dr.  Macnamara,  Camher- 

well,  N.)         249 

Air.  Bawlinson        250 

Lord  B.Cecil         252 

Mr,  Guinness  253 

Mr,  Masterman      954 

Mr,  A.  Allen  {Christchvrch)         254 

Sir  Arthur  Bignold  (Wick  Burghs)  254 

Sir  F.  Banbury      255 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  words  last  inserted  to  insert  the 
words  *  Provided  also  that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  the  ex- 
clusion pending  satisfactory  explanation  of  representatives  of  any 
newspaper  on  the  ground  of  the  publication  of  documents  issued  by 
the  local  authority  to  its  members  as  private  and  confidential.'" — {Mr. 
Guinness). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr,  C,  B,  Harmsworth       256 

Mr,  SUiveley-lIiU 256 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  pending  satisfactory  explanation,'  and 
to  insert  the  words  *  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months," — (Mr, 
Staveley 'Hilly) — instead  thereof. 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  pending  satisfactory  explanation  ' 
stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill." 

Mr.  AHhur  Henderson       256 

Mr.  Dalziel  257 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted. 

Question  put  "  That  the  words  *  Provided  also  that  nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  prevent  the  exclusion  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months  of 
representatives  of  any  newspaper  on  the  ground  of  the  publication  of 
documents  issued  by  the  local  authority  to  its  members  as  private  and 
confidential '  be  inserted  after  the  last  Amendment  made  to  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  40 ;  Noes,  164.     (Division  List  No.  139.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  words  *any  newspaper,*  and 
to  insert  the  words  *  the  Press.'  " — {Mr,  Winfrey,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word  *it,'  and  to  insert  the 
word  *  they.'  " — (Mr,  Masterman,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Masterman      ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     259 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  and  no  regulations 

in  so  far  as  they  are  so  varied  or  altered  shall  be  subsequently  varied 

or  rescinded  by   the   local   authority  without   the   consent   of    the 

Board.'  " — {Mr,  Masterman.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Lamont  {Buteshire)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     260 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pafi:e  2,  line  1,  after  the  word  *  editor '  to  insert  the  words  *  or 
the  local  representative.' " — {Mr,  Lamont,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Carlile  

Sir  William  Anson  {Oxford  University)    ... 

Mr,  Bytes 

Mr.  Bees  {Montgomery  Boroughs)  ... 

Mr,  Arthur  Henderson 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson 

Dr,  Macnamara      

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      2G3 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  circulating  in  the 
district  of  the  local  authority.'  " — {Sir  F,  Banbury.) 

Question  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause," 

put,  and  negatived. 

Mr,  Lamont  264 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  notice,'  to  insert  the  words 

*j^with  agenda  of  the  business.' " — {Mr.  Lament.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Guinness         264 

Mr.  Bees 264 

Sir  Francis  Powell (Wigan)  264 

Mr.  Lamont  .^  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     264 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  4,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  and  wiljul  neglect 
to  do  so  on  the  part  of  such  clerk  or  other  officer  shall  be  an  offence 
punishable  at  summary  jurisdiction  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
pounds.'" — (*S^tV  F.  Batlhury.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Miuterman      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     265 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page   2,    line    16,    to    leave    out    subsection     (6)." — {Mr. 

Mtisierman.) 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  the  words  *  an  education  committee '  stand  part 
of  the  BilL" 

Sir  Francis  FotoeU 266 

Mr.  Cruinness  ..  266 

Mr.ByUs 267 

Sir  Willidm  Anson  268 

Mr.  Badford  (Islington,  E.)  268 

Lord  B.Cecil  269 

Mr.  Mastemum      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  270 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Winfrey  270 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  *  Committee '  to  insert  the 

words  'and  a  joint  education  committee.'  " — (Mr.  Winfrey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Viscount  Morpeth ...     270 

Lord  B.Cecil         270 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  188  ;  Noes,  48.     (Division  List  No.  140.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  by  a  council.' " — Mr. 
Winfrey.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Winfrey  273 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  1902 '  to  end  of 

lir  e  20."— (ilfr.  Winfrey) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  bill." 

Dr.  Macnnmara     ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  273 

Viscount  Morpeth 274 

Mr.  Hamiood-Banner  (Liverpool,  Everton)  274 

Lwd  B.Cecil 275 

Amendment  negatived. 
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foiling  Districts  (Oounty  Councils)  Bill — Not  amended  (by  the  Standing 

Committee),  considerea;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Friday  next       ...     291 

Selection  (Standing  Committees). — Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table     292 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the   House  without  Question  put, 
pursuant  to  Standing  Order  No.  3. 

Adjourned  at  nine  minutes  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday  next 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  MONDAY,  29th  JUNE,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Law  Guarantee  Trust  and  Accident  and  United  Legal  Indemnity 
Insurance  Societies  Bill  [h.l.].— The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  Promotors  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the 
Bill ;  Order  for  the  Second  Reading  To-morrow  discharged :  Ordered,  that 
the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with  293 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from 
the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments,  and  re-committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House      293 

Oas  Orders   Oonfirmation  Bill  [h.l.1— Reported,  with  Amendments,  and 

re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 293 

Swinton  and  Mexbrough  Gas  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments 293 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill,  Manchester  Corporation 
Bill,  Widnes  Corporation  Bill,  Tyne  Improvement  Bill. — Moved,  That  the 
order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  "That  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the  18th 
day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2*  ; 
agreed  to ;  Bills  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed ;  the  Committees  to 
be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...         ..  293 

Leith  Burgh  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons    ...     293 

Leicester   Corporation    Bill.— Read  a*",   with    the   Amendments  ;    further 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 293 

Bromley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill.— Read  3%  with  Amendments;  and  passed  and 

returned  to  the  Commons        .'         293 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  King's  College,  London  (Transfer)  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  considered, 
and  agreed  to 293 

Swansea  Valley  Gas  Bill  [h.l.],  now  Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 

from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments 294 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Post  Office  Consolidation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [h.L.]. — Message  from  the  Commons  that  they 
have  appointed  a  Committee  to  consist  of  Seven  Members  to  join  with  the 
Committee  appointed  by  this  House,  and  to  request  this  House  to  add  two 
Lords  to  the  Joint  Committee.  The  said  Message  to  be  considered  on  Wed- 
nesday next       294 
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Board  of  Trade  (Provisional  Orders)  Bill  [h.l.].— Presented  by  the  Lord 

Hamilton  of  Dalzell ;  read  1%  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  113]        294 

Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  District)  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill. 

— Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read  1** ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  (pursuant 
to  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899),  deemed  to  have 
been  read  2*  (The  Lord  Denman,  for  the  Lord  Herschell),  and  reported 
from  the  Committee.     [No.  116]        ...     294 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  11)  Bill.— [No.  117.];  Mar 
riages  Provisional  Order  Bill  [No.  118.] — Brought  from  the  Commons  and 
read  1*;  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners       294 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill,  Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
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Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 

ead  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  17th 

iucation  Of  the  Blind  BiU.-Jf  2^6]    ••       -        '"        "•   ^ 

July,  and  to  be  printed.     L^^ 

d-age  Pensions  Bill.  \ 

Considered  in  Committee 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in 
Clauses:  ^f^-     n^d-George,  Cumarvan  Borough) 

The  ChiTwelloi'  of  the  Exchequer  1 
Amendment  proposed —  ^v       '^e  words  *  sucb  parochial  or 

"In  page  2,  line  10,  to  leave  out  tK      ''^{Mr^  Chancellor    of  the. 
other'  and   to  insert    the    word    'poor,   \^ 

Exchequer.)  \  •"   ^  left  out  stand  port 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  b6^- 
of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  si 

Clause,"  put  and  negatived, 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  poor '  be  there  inserted. 

Mr.  Bridgeman  (Shropshire,  Oswestry)      

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  Before  the  word  *  poor,'  to  insert  the   word  *  indoo^ 
Bridgemiin.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  indoor  '  be  there  inserted  in 
posed  Amendment." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

Mr.  Walter  Long  (Dublin,  iS.)       

Mr.  Samuel  Roberts  (Sheffield,  Ecclesiill)  ...         

Sir  George  WhUe  (Norfolk,  N.W.) 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  (JVorcestershire,  E.)       

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  (City  of  London)  

Mr.  Ramsay  Macdomid  (Leicester)  

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Har court,  Dnicashire,  Rosseil 

Mr.  Soares  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple)  

Mr.  Gculding  (Worcester) 

Sir  Walter  Fost&i' (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) 

Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  (Keni,  Ashford)       

Sir  Francis  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  E.)       

Sir  E,  Carson  (Dublin  University)  

The  Attorney  General  (Sir  W.  Bobson,  South  Shields)      

Mr.  Middlemore  (Birmingham,  N.)  ; 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr,  J 

man,  We^t  Ham,  N.) 

Mr.  Jesse  Collings  (BirmingJuim,  Botdeslcy)        / 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke , (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)     ... 


'  That  the 
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Mr.  Hugh  Law  (Donegal,  W,)  

Sir  F.  Banbury  (City  of  London) 

Mr.  Price   ... 

Mr.  George  Boberts  (Norwich)  

Mr.  Lloyd-George  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes,  317  ;  Noes,  94.     (Division  List  No.  141.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  the  word  *  indoor '  be  there  inserted  in  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

The  Committee  divided:  Ayes,  142  ;  Noes,  257.     (Division  List  No.  142.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  poor '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Goulding         

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  relief,'  to  insert  the  words 
'owing to  improvidence.'" — (Mr.  Goulding.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 

Mr.  J  Falter  Long    ... 

Lord  B.  Cecil  (Marylebone,  E.)      

Mr.  Bogers  (fViltshire,  Devizes)    ... 
Mr.  B.  Duncan  (Lancashire,  Govan) 

Sir  J.  Bpfhell  (Essex,  Bomford) 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  (Durham,  Barnard  Castle) 

Mr.  Cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  

Mr,  Lloyd-George 

Lord  Balcarres  {Lancashire,  Cho7'ley)         

Mr.  Nield  (Middlesex,  Ealing)      

Mr.  Bowles  (Lanibeth,  Norwood) 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  62;  Noes,  267.     (Division  List  No.  143.) 

Mr.  Harcourt  

Amendment  proposed — 

*'In  page  2,  lines  11  and  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  'as 
disqualifies  for  registration  as  a  Parliamentary  elector,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  (other  than  relief  excepted  under  this  provision.)' " — (Mr. 
Harcourt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke         

Mr.  John  Ward  (Stoke-on-Trent) 

The  Postinaster-General  (Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) 
Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain   ... 
Mr.  Harcourt 

Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  (Lanarkshire,  N.W.)  

Mr.  Bam^ay  Macdcmald    ... 

Ijord  B.Cecil  

Mr.  Dickinson  (St.  Pancras,  N)    .., 

Mr.  Lloyd  George  ...  

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Laid  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Asquith,  Fife- 
shire,  E.)        

c   2 
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Mr,  Dickinson        ,.  ...  471 

Mr,  Masterman      ...  472 

Mr.  Walter  Long 473 

Air,  Lloyd-George .   ...  ...  476 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain ...  476 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  348  ;  Noes,  95.     (Division  List  No.  144.) 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  proceeded, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  17th  June,  to  put  forthwith  the 
Question  on  the  Amendments  moved  by  the  Government,  of  which 
notice  had  been  given,  and  on  any  questions  necessary  to  dispose  of 
the  Business  to  be  concluded  this  day. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  15,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  'Provided 
that  for  the  purposes  of  this  provision — (a)  any  medical  or  surgical 
assistance  supplied  by  or  on  the  recommendation  of  a  medical  officer  ; 
or  (b)  any  relief  given  to  any  person  by  means  of  the  maintenance  of 
any  dependent  of  that  person  in  any  lunatic  asylum,  infirmary,  or 
hospital ;  or  (c)  any  such  relief  as  by  law  is  not  a  disqualification  for 
registration  as  a  Parliamentary  elector ;  shall  not  be  considered  a8 
poor  relief.*  " — (The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Question,  "  That  the  Amendment  be  made,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  habitually,'  to 
end  of  line  20,  and  to  insert  the  words  *  failed  to  work  according  to  his 
ability,  opportunity,  and  need,  for  the  maintenance  of  himself  and 
those  legally  dependent  upon  him.  Provided  that  a  person  shall  not 
be  disqualified  under  this  paragraph  if  he  has  continuously  for  ten  years, 
up  to  attaining  the  age  of  sixty,  by  means  of  payments  to  friendly, 
provident,  or  other  societies,  or  trade  unions,  or  other  approved  steps, 
made  such  provision  against  old  age,  sickness,  infirmity,  or  want  or 
loss  of  employment  as  may  be  recognised  as  proper  provision  for  the 
purpose  by  regulations  under  this  Act,  and  any  such  provision,  when 
made  by  the  husband  in  the  case  of  a  married  couple  living  together, 
shall,  as  respects  any  right  of  the  wife  to  a  pension,  be  treated  as  pro- 
vision made  by  the  wife  as  well  as  by  the  husband.'  " — (The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Amendment  be  m^de." 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...         ...     482 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  35  and  36,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  is  convicted 
of  any  offence,'  and  insert  the  words  *  having  been  convicted  before 
any  court  is  liable  to  have  a  detention  order  made  against  him  under 
the  Inebriates  Act,  1898.'" — (Mr,  Chancellor  of  th*i  Exchequer,) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Amendment  be  made." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  351 ;  Noes,  89.     (Division  List,  No.  145.) 

Amendment  made — 

"  In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  direct,*  to  en  d 
of  section." — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  put,  "That,  the  Clause,  as  ameaded,  stand  part  of  th3  Bill." 
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The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  276 ;  Noes,  158.     (Division  List,  No.  146.) 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

University  op  London  (Statutes). 

Mr.  Harwood  {Boltm)       491 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  there  were  not  forty  Members  present. 

House  counted ;  and  forty  Members  not  being  present — 

The  House  was  adjourned  at  half  after  Eleven  of  the  Clock  till 
To-morrow. 
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Appellate  Jurisdiction  Bill  [h.l.]  [Sbcond  Reading.]— Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  

Moved,  "That  the  BUI  be  now  read  2*."— (JA^  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Lord  Alverstone      

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  ^according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  CJom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Indian  Affairs. 

Lord  Curzon  of  Kedleston 

Moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  for  Papers 
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Lord  Ampthill        
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Lord  Curzon  of  Kedleston  . . . 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past  Eight  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
A  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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the  word  '  receivable.'  " — (Mr.  W.  Rutherford.) 
Question  projiosed,  "  That  the  word  *  payable '  stand  part  of  the  clause.* 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  Craig         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••         •-.     685 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  11,  after  the  word  *the,'  to  insert  the  word 

*  average.'  " — (Captain  Craig). 
Question  proposed  "  That  the  word  *  average '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Llot/d-Geoi'ge   ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     686 
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Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Smeaton  686 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  16,  to  leave  out  subsection  (c)." — (Mr,  Smeaton). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  subsection  (c)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 687 

Mr.  Walter  Long 688 

Mr.  Jesse  Callings 690 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 690 

And,  it  being  half-past  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  proceeded,  pur- 
suant to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  17th  June,  to  put  forthwith  the 
Question  on  the  Amendment  already  proposed  from  the  Chair. 

Question  put,  "  That  subsection  (c)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  327;  Noes,  111.  (Division  List  No. 
152.) 

The  Chairman  then  proceeded  successively  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  on 
the  Amendments  moved  by  the  Government,  on  whica  notice  had  been 
given,  and  on  any  Questions  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  Business  to 
be  concluded  this  day. 

Ajnendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the  second  word  *  of,*  to 
the  end  of  line  25,  and  to  insert  the  words  *  a  married  couple  living 
together  in  the  same  house,  the  means  shall  not  in  any  case  be  taken 
to  be  a  less  amount  than  half  the  total  means  of  the  couple.'" — (Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer). 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Amendment  be  made." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  378  ;  Noes,  31.     (Division  List  No.  153.) 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  28,  after  the  word  '  pension,*  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  for  the  receipt  of  an  old-age  pension  at  a  higher  rate  than  that  to 
which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled.'  " — (Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  381 ;  Noes,  108.     (Division  List  No.  154.) 

Clause  5. 

Amendments  made — 

"In  page  3,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  shall  be 
deemed  to  accrue  from  day  to  day,  and.' " 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  weekly,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  in  advance.' " 

"In  page  4,  line  1,  to  leave  out  subsection  3." — (Mr.  Lloyd- 
George), 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 

make  his  Report  to  the  House. 
Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 
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London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill  (by  Order)— Order  for  the  Third 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  the 
third  time." 

Mr.  Rawlinson  {Cambridge  University) ...     70^ 

Sir  F.  Banbuiy  (Citi/ of  London) ...     71S 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  *  upon  this  day  three  months.'  " — (Mr,  Rawlinson,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr,  GuiuThess  {Bury  SL  Edmunds) 715 

Mr,  B,  S,  Straus  {Tower  Hamlets,  Mile  End)        .^.    • 716 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill  (by  Order).— Order  for  third  Reading 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  the  third 
time." 

Dr,  Rutherford  {Middlesex^  Brentford)       ...     717 

Mr,  John  Ward  {Stoke-m-TreiU) 720 

Amendment  proposed. 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word   *  be,'  and  add   the 
words  *  re-committed  to  the  former  Committee.' " — {Mr  Rutherford) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Mr,  Burdett-Cmitts  {JFestminster) 7W 

Mr,  WatcrJow  ddirigton,  JV.)        72S 

Mr,  Du  Cros  {Hastings)      725 

Mr.  Barnard  {Kidderminster)         728 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion," put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  third  time,  and  passed. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock  on  Tuesday  evening,    Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  the 

Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-one  minutes  before  One  of  the  Clock. 
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Read,  and  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  determined  '  to 
end  of  the  clause,  and  to  insert  the  words  *  by  the  pension  officer/  ' ' — 
(3/r.  Bennett,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  down  to  the 
end  of  line  14,  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  Walter  Long  {Dublin^  S,) 
The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr,  Master- 
many  West  Ham,  N.) 

Mr.  Lyttelton  {St.  George's^  Hanover  Square) 
Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derdj/shire,  Ilkeston)    ... 

Mr.  Bowles  {Lambeth,  Norvjood) 

Sir  J.  Dickson-Poynder  ( Wiltshire,  Chippenham) 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  {Worcestershire,  E.) 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner  {Staffordshire,  Lichfield) 

Colonel  Lockwood  {Essex,  Epping)... 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 

Mr.  Samuel  Roberts  {Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  ... 

Mr.  George  D.  Faber  {York)  

Sir  Maurice  Levy  {Leicestershire,  Loughborough) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  {City  of  London) 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon  Boroughs) 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  Walter  Foster- {Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  local  pension  com- 
mittee, and  the  committee,'  and  to  insert  the  worths  *  stipendiary 
magistrate  of  the  district  or  where  there  is  no  stipendiary  magistrate 
to  the  County  Court  Judge  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  claimant 
or  pensioner  resides  who.'  "--{Sir  Walter  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  local  pension  committee,  and  the 
committee,'  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  Lloyd-Gem-ge   ... 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  {Preston) 

Lord  B.  Cecil 

Mr.  Shackleton  {Lancashire,  Clitheroe) 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  {Clackmannan  and  Kinross) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 

Mr.  Hugh  Law  {Donegal,  W.) 

Mr.  Staveley-Hill  {Staffordshire,  Kingswinford) 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Hills  {Durham)  

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  first  word  *  committee,'  and 
insert  the  word  *  authority.' " — {Mr.  Hills.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  committee '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Masterman 

Lard  B.  Cecil  

Am  ndment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  B.  Cecil  
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  16,  after  the  word  *and'  to  insert  the  words 
*  except  where  such  claim  or  question  has  been  originated  by  the  pen- 
sion officer.'  ''—{Lord  R.  Cecil) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  PF.  Bohson         835 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain 835 

Amendment,  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Sir  Maurice  Levi/ 835 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  question  '  to  insert  the  words 
*and  within  three  days  of  its  receipt.*" — (Sir  Robert  Levy.) 

Question  proposed  **  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 836 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Smeaton  836 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  officer'  to  insert  the  words 
*  with  whom  may  be  associated  for  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry  such 
other  person  as  the  committee  may  appoint.'  ' — {Mr.  Smeaton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 837 

Lord  R.Cecil  838 

Mr.  Jesse  Colling s  {Birmingham,  Bordesley)  ...         ...  '       ...         ...  839 

Mr.  Bowles  {Lnnbethy  Norwood) 839 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  {Leith  Burghs)  840 

Mr.  Maddison  {Burnley) 840 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  information,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  from  any  other  source.' " — {Mr,  Lloyd-George,) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Lord  Balcarres  {Lancashire,  Chorley)         841 

L'yrd  R.Cecil  843 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 843 

Mr,  Bowles 844 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  24,  after  the  word  *  question,'  to  insert  the  words 
*and  after  hearing  the  claimant,  if  requested  to  do  so  by  him  or 
thought  desirable  by  the  Committee.'  " — {Mr.  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  ba  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George    ...         .  .         ...  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...     845 

Lord  R.Cecil  845 

Mr.  McArthur  {Liverpool,  Kirkdale)         847 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lo)dR,  Cecil         847 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  25,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words,  *  provided 
that  a  local  pension  committee  may,  and,  if  the  committee  refuse  a 
pension,  they  shall,  if  required,  state  a  case  on  any  question  of  law 
arising  as  to  the  claim  to  a  pension  for  the  opinion  of  the  high  court, 
and  the  high  court  shall  accordingly  give  its  opinion  thereon,  and  the 
local  pension  committee  or  central  pension  authority,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  determine  such  question  in  accordance  with  such  opinion.' 
--{Ijyrd  R.  Cecil) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain   ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...  ^50 

Mr.  Lloyd-George ...  851 

Mr,  Bowles 853 

Mr.  McArthur        854 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  46  ;  Noes,  267.     (Division  List  No.  155.) 

Mr.  Dickinson  (St.  Fancras,  N,) 857 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  26,  to  leave  out  subsection  (c),  and  insert  the 
words  *  (c)  The  decision  of  the  local  pension  committee  allowing  or 
refusing  a  claim  for  pension  or  determining  any  question  referred  to 
them  shall,  on  the  application  of  any  person  aggrieved,  or  the  pension 
officer,  be  referred  to  the  central  pension  authority,  and  shall  be  con- 
sidered and  determined  by  them.*  " — (Mr.  Dickinson.) 

Question  prop^bsed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  down  to  the 
end  of  line  26,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 859 

Sir  F.  Banbury      860 

Mr.  George  Roberts  (Norwich)        861 

Mr.  Adkins  (Lancashire,  Middleton)  ...  861 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  JFalter  Long 862 

Sir  F.  Banbury       864 

Mr.  Austen  CImmberlnin  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  866 

Mr.  Masterman      868 

Lml  R.  Cecil         869 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  343  ;  Noes,  92.     (Division  List  No.  156.) 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  proceeded, 
pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  17th  June,  successively  to  put 
forthwith  the  Question  on  any  Amendments  moved  by  the  Govem- 
menr,  of  which  notice  had  been  given,  and  on  any  Questions  necessaiy 
to  dispose  of  the  Business  to  be  concluded  this  day. 

Question  put,  **  That  Clauses  8  and  9  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  330  ;  Noes,  127.    (Division  List  No.  157.) 

Clause  10. 
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Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  5,  line  31,  after  the  word  *  Board/  to  insert  the  words 
'and  with  the  Postmaster-Gleneral  (so  far  as  relates  to  the  Post 
Office);  "— (il/r.  Lloyd-George,) 

Question  put,  '^  That  the  Amendment  be  made." 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes,  363  ;  Noes,  101.     (Division  List  No.  158.) 

Question  put,  '*  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  360;  Noes,  99.     (Division  List  No.  159.) 

Clause  11. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  municipal.' " — {Mr. 
Lloyd-George,) 

Question  put,  '^  That  the  Amendment  be  made." 

The  Committee  divided  ; — Ayes,  358  ;  Noes,  90.     (Division  List  No.  160.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  41,  to  add  at  the  end  the  words  *  (3)  In  the 
application  of  this  Act  to  the  Isles  of  Scilly,  those  isles  shall  be  deemed 
to  DC  a  county  and  the  council  of  those  isles  the  council  of  a  county." 
— {Mr,  Lloyd-George,) 

Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  agreed  to. 

Now  Schedule : 


Iv 
Page 


Means  of  Pensioner. 


Where   the   yearly   means  of  the  pensioner  as   calculated 
under  this  Act — 


Do  not  exceed  £21 

Exceed  £21,  but  do  not  exceed  £23  12s.  6d. 
Exceed  £23  12s.  6d.,  but  do  not  exceed  £26  5s.   - 
Exceed  £26  5s.,  but  do  not  exceed  £28  17s.  6d.   - 
Exceed  £28  17s.  6d.,  but  do  not  exceed  £31  10s.  - 
Exceed  £31  10s. - 


Kate  of  Pension. 


s.  d. 

5  0 

4  0 

3  0 

2  0 

1  0 
No  pension. 


— {Mr,  Lloyd-George,) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Schedule  be  added  to  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  328  ;  Noes,  51.     (Division  List  No.  161.) 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  290.] 
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Married  Women's  Property  Bill. — Not  ameDded  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next  ...     81 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adiourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Oraer. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [h.l.] — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 

with  Amendments        90 

Swansea  Valley  Oas  Bill  Fh.l.]  ;  now  Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].— Commons 

Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to         90 

Buckie  Burffh  and  Buckie  (Cluny)  Harbour  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

[h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to       90 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  2)  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agi'eed  to  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     90 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.].— Re- 
ported from  the  Select  Committee  without  amendment,  and  re-committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next         90 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill. — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 

Amendments     90 

Troon  (Loch  Braden)  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  2* 
(according  to  order),  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been  reported  from  the  Committee  ; 
and  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next 90 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill.— Read  3*  (according  to 

order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  9C 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  [h.l.]  ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Tramways  Order  Confir- 
mation (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Education  Board  Provisional  Confirmation 
(London)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Amendments  reported  (according  to  order),  and 
Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next 9C 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,   &c. 
Board  of  Education. 

Regulations  for  the  training  of  teachers  for  elementarv  schools. 

Code  of  regulations  for  public  elementary  schools  in  Wales. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         ...  9C 

Army. — Regulations  for  the  Territorial  Force  and  the  County  Associations    ...     90 

Census  of  Production  Act,  1906. — Rules  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade.         ...     9C 
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Public  Records  (Treasury)  (African  Companies).— Schedule  containing  a 
list  and  particulars  of  classes  of  documents  among  the  records  of  the  Royal 
African  Company  and  the  company  of  merchants  trading  to  Africa,  which 
have  been  removed  from  the  ofl5ce  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty's  Treasury  and  deposited  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  but  are  not 
considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  therein. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table      902 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill. — Amendments  reported  (according  to  order). 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 902 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  *of,'  to  insert  the  word 

*  yearly.' " — (The  Earl  of  Camperdown) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  separate,'  to  insert  the  word 

*  yearly.'  " — {The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  1 1,  after  the  word  *  the,'  to  insert  the  word 

*  yearly.'  " — {The  Earl  of  Camperdown) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovrri' 90$ 

Amendment  moved — ■ 

"  In  page  3,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  say '  to  the 
words  *  Valuation  Act '  on  page  4,  line  5,  and  to  insert  the  words 

*  yearly  land  value  '  means  such  part  of  the  yearly  rent  or  value  of  any 
lands  or  heritaj^es  as  is  fairly  attributable  to  the  land  alone ;  (1) 
divested  of  buildings,  erections,  or  improvements  of  whatever  nature 
on,  in,  or  under  the  soil,  woods,  fixed  or  attached  machinery,  and  work 
of  drainage  and  of  reclamation,  making  up,  levelling,  and  the  like, 
where  the  benefit  thereof  is  unexhausted  at  the  time  of  valuation  ;  and 
(2)  subject  to  all  building  restrictions,  servitudes,  and  contracts 
imposed  thereon  or  existing  in  relation  thereto.  Provided  that  in  the- 
case  of  land  proved  to  be  required  in  the  public  interest  at  the  time  of 
valuation  for  building  or  industrial  purposes,  and  to  be  unreasonably 
withheld  from  use  for  such  purposes,  the  yearly  land  value  shall  be 
estimated  as  if  such  land  were  in  use  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Land 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  unreasonably  withheld  from  use  ;  (1)  which 
is  maintained  as  an  open  space  or  recreation  ground ;  or  (2)  which  i» 
required  for  the  amenity  or  convenience  of  a  dwelling-house  ;  or  (3) 
which  is  required  for  the  preservation  of  any  buildings  of  historic  or 
architectural  interest ;  or  (4)  the  maintenance  of  which  in  its  existing 
condition  is  for  the  general  advantage  of  the  community.  Provided 
further  that  where  the  assessor  considers  that  any  restriction,  servitude,, 
or  contract  created  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  has  been  created  in 
order  to  defeat  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  (without  prejudice 
to  the  appeal  to  which  any  person  aggrieved  is  entitled)  to  disregard 
such  restriction,  servitude,  or  contract." — (The  Earl  of  Campeidown.) 
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The  Ijyrd  Chancellor  {Lord  Lorehurn)        ...  907 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 911 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotone          ...  916 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)         920 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley ...  923 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  Uarl  of  Camperdotvn 925 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  the  words  *  yearly  land  value '  means  such  part  of  the 
yearly  rent  or  value  of  any  lands  or  heritages  as  is  fairly  attributable 
to  the  land  alone,  (1)  divested  of  buildings,  erections,  or  improvements 
of  whatever  nature,  on,  in,  or  under  the  soil,  woods,  fixed  or  attached 
machinery,  and  work  of  drainage  and  of  reclamation,  making  up, 
levelling,  and  the  like,  where  the  benefit  thereof  is  unexhausted  at  the 
time  of  valuation ;  and  (2)  subject  to  all  building  restrictions,  servi- 
tudes, and  contracts  imposed  thereon  or  existing  in  relation  thereto. 
Provided  that  in  the  case  of  land  proved  to  be  required  in  the  public 
interest  at  the  time  of  valuation  for  building  or  industrial  purposes, 
and  to  be  unreasonably  withheld  from  use  for  such  purposes,  the  yearly 
land  value  shall  be  estimated  as  if  such  land  were  in  use  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid ;  Land  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  unreasonably  with- 
held from  use :  (1)  which  is  maintained  as  an  open  space  or  recreation 
ground ;  or  (2)  which  is  required  for  the  amenity  or  convenience  of  a 
dwelling-house ;  or  (3)  which  is  required  for  the  preservation  of  any 
buildings  of  historic  or  architectural  interest :  or  (4)  the  maintenance 
of  which  in  its  existing  condition  is  for  the  general  advantage  of  the 
community.'  " — (The  Earl  ofCamperdown.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  ...     926 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  the  words  *  Provided  further  that  where  the  assessors 
consider  that  any  restriction,  servitude,  or  contract  created  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  has  been  created  in  order  to  defeat  this  Act  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  him  (with  but  prejudice  to  the  appeal  to  which  any  per- 
son aggrieved  is  entitled)  to  disregard  such  restriction,  servitude,  or 
contract.'  " — (The  Earl  of  Camperdovm.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 927 

Amendment  moved  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word?  *  the  assessor  considers '  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  proviso,  and  to  insert  the  words  *  it  appears.' " — Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

'On  Question,  Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  him,'  and  to  insert  the  words  '  the 
assessor.'  " — (Loi'd  Balfour  of  Bmieigh.) 

On  Question,  Consequential  Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.     [No. 
121.] 
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Oommons  Bill  [h.l.]  [Second  Rkadinq.]— Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  {Earl  Carrington)    928 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  no^  read  '2\"—{Barl  Carrington,) 

Lord  Kenyon  929 

Viscount  St.  Aldwyrh  929 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  aud  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Irish  Land  Act. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  ...      • 929 

Lord  Denman  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     929 

Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions  Bill  [h-l.].— Read  3*  (according  to  order) :  An 
Amendment  (Privilege)  made ;  Bill  passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  Six  o'clock  till  To-morrow, 
half  past  Ten  o'clock. 
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to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next 931 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tramways  Bill.— Order  [17th  Febuary] 
that  the  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tramways  Bill  be  committed, 
read,  and  discharged 

Bill  withdrawn.— (ATr.  CrtWwe/O ^'^^ 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  witn 
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Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table         931 

Private  Bills  (Group  K).— Ordered,  That  Sydney  Malkin  do  attend  the  Com- 
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Bochester  Bridge  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 932 
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Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

£670,818,  to  complete  the  sura  for  Public  Education,  Ireland. 
Kesolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 

Adjournment. — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do 
now  adjourn." — {Mr,  Joseph  Pease,) 

Mr.Muldo(m{}VicUoio,E,)  1080 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House  lapsed  without  Question  put. 

Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Amendment  BilL— Not  amended 

(by  the  Standing  Committee),  considered ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed ...  1080 

Urban  District  Councils  (Advertising)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Keading 

read,  and  discharged ...  1080 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Adjourned  at  two  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :    FRIDAY,   3rd  JULY,   1908. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords!  Standing  Orders  not  previously  Inquired  into 
COMPLIED  with. — Leith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords].  Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board 
Bill  [Lords  1. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time 1081 

Blaydon  and  Rjrton  Water  (Transfer)  Bill ;  Bromley  and  Crays  Gas  Bill.' 

— Lords  A^mendments  considered,  and  agreed  to      ...  1081 

Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways  (Abandonment)  Bill.— Head  the 

third  time,  and  passed  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     1081 

Iforth  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Company  Bill  [Lords].— Read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  an  Amendment    ...         ...         ...         ...     1081 

TTpton  Town  Hall  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..     1081 

Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time         1081 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill.— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed         1081 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1081 

Licensing  Bill.— 5  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1082 

Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Option)  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  He 

upon  the  Table 1082 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Army  (Territorial  Force). — Regulations  for  the  Territorial  Force  and  the 

County  Associations,  1908  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1082 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  1907. — Return  giving  particulars  of  cases  in 
which  persons  have  been  reinstated  with  the  assistance  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1082 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Parliamentary  Voters  1082 

Post  Office  Clerks — Hours  of  Attendance 1083 

Promotion  of  Post  Office  Linesmen 1083 

Vaccination  of  Postal  Employees 1084 

Scottish  Fishery  Board — Fees  and  Expenses         1084 

Treatment  of  Glanders         1085 

Migration  of  Isle  of  Lewis  Cottars 1085 

Imports  of  Foreign  Malt      1086 

Irish  School  Rules  for  Teachers      1086 

Reinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants  on  the  Grehan  Estates  ...         ...         ...  1087 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  (Ireland)  Order,  1908 1088 

Payment  of  Irish  Education  Grants  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1089 

Polling  Districts  (Oounty  Councils)  Bill. — Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 

time." 

Sir  F.  Banbury  {City  of  Lgndon) ...   1089 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Incest  Bill. — Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [26t.h 
June],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 1090 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs)  Bill.— Not  amended  (by 
the  Standing  Committee),  considered. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1090 

Mr.  Morion  (SiUherland) 1091 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  1,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  thereof '  to  insert  the  words 
*  provided  that  the  local  authority,  within  the  meaning  of  the  same 
section  in  the  City  of  London,  shall  be  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London  in  Common  Council  assembled.' " — 
{Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  bs  th^re  inserted  in  t'le  Eill." 

Mr.  A.  Allni  {Christchikrch)         1091 

Mr.  Dickiiisoii  (St.  Pancras,  N.)   ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1091 

Mr.  Guinness  {Bury  St.  Edmunds)  ..  1094 

The    Under-Secretary  of  State  f&r  the  Home   Department  {Mr.   Herbert 

Sthtnuel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1095 
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Mr,  Rawlinson  (Cambridge  University)     ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1096 

Mr,  Hart-Davies  {ffacknpj/,  K) ...  1097 

Sir  F,  Banbury      ...  1098 

Mr,  Guinness         ...         ...  1099 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  26;  Noes,  93.     (Division  List  No.  162.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  third  time." 

Sir  F,  Banbury      1100 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Police   Superannuation   Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
considered. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed ...  1101 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill— Asamended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 
considered. 

Mr,  Rawlinson       ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...  ...   1101 

Mr.  Staveley-Hill  {Staffordshire^  Kingswinford) ...   1103 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  Clause  1." — {Mr.  Rawlinson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the   word 

*  lodger,'  in  line  8,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr,  Herbert  {Buckinghamshire,  Wycombe)  ...  ...  ...  ...   1103 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr,  Rawlinson        '       ...   1105 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  26,  after  the  word   *  any,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  bill  of  sale,  hire  purchase  agreement,  or.'  " — {Mr.  Rawlinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

The  Solicitoi'-General  {Sir  S.  Evans,  Glanuyrganshire,  Mid.)         1105 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1105 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill.— As  amended  (by  the    Standing 
Committee)  considered. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      ...   1106 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  where'  to  the 
word  *a,'  in  line  6,  and  to  insert  the  words  *a  Court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  is  satisfied  by  evidence  produced  before  it  that.' " — {Sir 
F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 
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Mr.  Momey  {Newry)         1108 

Mr,  Godfrey  Baring  {hie  of  Wight)  1109 

Sir  R  Banbiiry       1109 

Mr,  James  Campbell  {Dublin,  University)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1109 

Mr.  Luttrell  {Dffvamhire,  Tavistock)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1109 

Mr.  Sloan  {Belfast,  S.)       1109 

Mr.  Mooney  IIIQ 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1110 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *her,'  to  the 
word  *  with  '  in  line  13.'  " — {Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  Moomy  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1110 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  F.Banbury      1111 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  third  word  *  or '  to 
the  word  *  the '  in  page  2,  line  2." — {Sir  F.  Banbury,) 
Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr,  Luttrell            1112 

Mr.  James  Campbell           1112 

Mr.  Mooney            1112 

Mr.  Hazleton  {Galway,  N.)            1113 

The  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  {Mr,  Redmond  Barry,  Tyrone,  N.)      ...  1113 

Mr.  Sloan 1114 

Sir  F.Banbury      IIU 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  — Ayes,  116  ;  Noes,  23.    (Division  List  No.  163.) 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1115 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  acting  by  the  direction 
of  the  board  of  guardians.'  " — {Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Bill." 

Mr.  Redmond  Barry  1115 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  where '  to 
the  word  *  a '  in  line  6,  and  to  insert  the  words  *  a  Court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  is  satisfied  by  evidence  produced  before  it  that.'  " — {Sir  F, 
Banbury.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted. 

e  2 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  9,  after  the  words  '  of  any  person,'  to  insert  the 
word  •  or.'  ~ — (Sir  P.  B'inf/*Ar»t.) 

QueAtion,  •*  That  the  word  *  cr  *  he  there  inserted,"  pat,  and  negatired. 

.SVr  /'.  Ban}jury      ...  ...  1116 

Mr,  Mom^y  ...  1116 

Am^-ndritent  proposed — 

'*  In  page  3,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  thing." "— (^tr  F. 

iJfinhtAry,} 

Q'iestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  or  thing  '  stand  part  of  the  BilL"' 

Mr,  lUdnujnd  harry  ...  ...  1117 

Mr.  Siav^Uy-Hill 1117 

Mr,  Sloan ...  1118 

Mr,  IlazUif/n  1118 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  *  or  thing '  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  124;  Noes,  32.     (Division  List  No.  134) 

Sir  F,  hanhxry      ...  1119 

Amendment  prop^^ed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  appears  to  he  thought 
to  he,'  and  insert  the  word  •  \*..' ''' — (Sir  F.  B'inbury.) 

Question  prorxjsed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  BWU 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jamn  Campbell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   1119 

Mr.  Moorwy  ...  1119 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  At  the  end  of  Clause  11,  to  add  the  words  'Provided  always 
that  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  convicted  under  this  section  unless 
the  Court  is  satisfied  that  he  knew  or  ought  to  have  known  the  condition 
()(  the  perHon  in  connection  with  whom  the  charge  is  brought.' " — (Mr, 
Jfi  riiff^  Camphdl. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Charlea  Roljerts  (LinroJn)        ...  1121 

Mr.  Iluf/h  Imw  (Vmrfjal,  W.)       1121 

Mr.  ItcdmoTul  Barry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1121 

Lord  H.  Cecil  [Maryleharu',  E.)      112I 

Mr.  Jtff'ii  ( Montfjomery  JJ<rronf/L^)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1 1 22 

Mr.  Ifazldon  '        1122 

Sir  F.  Itaiiht/ry       ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1123 

■  VimmiU  Morfmih  {Birminghdm,  S.)  ...         ...  ...         ...  ...  1123 

J/r.  (jlfiy  Baring  (irinrheatfr)        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1123 

Mr.  Jam CA  Campbell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1123 

Mr.  ShHin 1124 

(Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Itfiwlinaon        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1124 

.]//■.  Moo/if'i/  ...    1125 

AtiK^ridment  proposed — 

"  lu  page  1,  lino  8,  to  omit  the  words  *and  save  when  a  defendant 
a  cornpcliablc.'" — {Mr  llawUnwn.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  stand  part  of  the 

Bill." 

Mr,  Redmond  Barry  1125 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1126 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  {Mr.  McKinnon 

Wood,  Glasgow,  St.  Roilox) 1126 

New  Clause — 

"  To  add  the  following  clause  :  *  For  the  purpose  of  establishing 
or  maintaining  any  school  or  college  which  any  council  have  power  to 
establish  or  maintain  under  Part  II,  of  the  Education  Act,  1902,  the 
council  may  agree  to  unite  with  any  other  council  having  powers 
under  that  Part  of  that  Act,  upon  such  terms  as  to  payment,  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  body  of  managers,  and  otherwise,  as  may  be 
thought  proper.'  " — {Mr.  McKinnon  Wood.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 
Lo^'d  Balcarres  {Lanmshire,  Clwrley)         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1127 

Mr.  Walker  (Leicestershire,  Melton)  1129 

Viscount  Morpeth  {Birmingham,  S.)         1129 

Mr.  Hutton  {Yorkshire,  W.E.,M(yrley) 1130 

Laid  R.Cecil         1131 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson  {Vorkshire,  E.R.,  Holderness)  1133 

Mr.  McKinnon  Wood         1133 

Sir  F.  Banbury      ... 1134 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner  {Staffordshire,  Lichfield) 1135 

Mr.  Rees 1135 

Mr.  Lane-Fox  {Y(yrkshire,W.R.,  Barkstm  Ash) 1136 

Mr.  Adkins  {Lancashire,  Middleton)         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1137 

Mr.  Rawlinson        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1138 

Mr.  McKinnon  Wood         1140 

Mr.  Godfrey  Baring  1140 

Viscount  Helmsley  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Thirsk)       ..1140 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  153  ;  Noes,  40,     (Division  List  No.  165). 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Godfrey  Baring  1143 

Ijord  Balcarres        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     •    ..    1143 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  new  clause — 

"  In  line  4,  after  the  word  *  payment,'  to  insert  the  words  *  and 
audit.'  " — {Lord  Balcarres.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  McKinnon  Wood         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1143 

And,  it  being  Five  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned, 
i  be  r<     med  upon  Wednesday  next. 
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Polling  Districts  and  Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill— Order  read 
for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  [26th  June]  proposed-  on 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee). 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  In  page  2,  line  9,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  (1)  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant  in  Council  may  make  rules  for  adapting  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  the  enactments  relating  to  the  registration  of  electors  in 
Ireland,  and  the  precepts  and  forms  contained  in  or  used  under  those 
enactments. ' " — {Mr.  Cheirij. ) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  BilL" 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  effect '  to  end  of 
subsection." — {Mr,  Cherry.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  •••  1143 

Coroners'  Inquests  Bill. — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  con- 
sidered ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next  1144 

Daylight  Saving  (Re-committed)  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next         ...         ...  1144 

Handloom  Weaving  (Ireland)  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to 

a  Standing  Committee  ...   1144 

Selection  (Standing  Committees). — Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...   1144 

Private  Bills  (Group  K). — Sir  George  White  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  K  of  Private  Bills  ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties  concerned, 
the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half  past  Eleven  of  the 
Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1144 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill. — Reported  with  Amendments ;  Report  to 

lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  ...   1144 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put,  pur- 
suant to  Standing  Order  No.  3. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :    MONDAY,  6th  JULY.  1908. 

Viscount  Boyne. — Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  the  right  of 
Gustavus  William,  Viscount  Boyne  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  to  vote  at  the 
elections  of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,   llili 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

The  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with  : — London  County  Council  (Money). 

Also  no  further   Standing  Orders  are   applicable  to   the   following 
Bill : — Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  1 1). 

And  also  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with:— South- West  Suburban  Water. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        ..1145 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill ;  Liverpool  Corporation  (General  Powers)  Bill. — 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bills  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to. 

Bills  read  2*  accordingly  1145 

Finchlev  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments  ;  a 

further  Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons    ...   1145 

Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  etc.,  Bill. — Eead  3",  with  the  Amendments, 

and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...  1145 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill. — Committed.     The  Committee  to  be  proposed 

by  the  Committee  of  Selection  1146 
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firmation Bill  [Lords] ...  120 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  Ixxv 

July  6.]  Page 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lokds].— Read  the 
first  time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill296] 1206 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [LordsI— Read  the 
first  time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to 
be  printed     [Bill  297] 1207 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [LordsJ.— Read  the  first  time ; 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  298]  1207 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;   referred  to 

the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  299]  1207 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first 
time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  300]      ...  ..  1207 

Troon  (Loch  Bradjin)  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the 
first  time ;  and  ordered  (under  Section  9  of  the  Private  Legislation  Pro- 
cedure (Scotland)  Act,  1899)  to  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  301]  1207 

PETITIONS. 

Coal  Mines  (Eififht  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill. — 23  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  1207 

Licensing  Bill. — Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Petition  against 
alteration  of  Clause  20 ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Petition  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table I'^O? 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table       1207 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table 1208 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Naval  Prize  Money. — Account  presented,  showing  the  Receipt  and  Expendi- 
ture of  Naval  Prize  Bounty,  Salvage  and  other  Moneys ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  208] 1208 

Irish  Land  Commission. — Return  of  Advances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...  1208 

Treaty  Series  (No.  19,  1908). — Note  exchanged  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Sweden  and  Norway  relative  to  the  Agreement  of  12th  July,  1881,  for 
the  Mutual  Relief  of  Distressed  Seamen  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1208 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks. — Accounts  presented,  of  all  Deposits  received  and 
paid  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  Securities  held  by  the  Commissioners 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  to  meet  those  Liabilities  at  that 
date  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  209]...         1208 

Papers  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Friendly  Societies,  Workmen's  Compensation  Schemes,  Industrial  and 
Provident  Societies,  and  Trade  Unions,  Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  for 
the  year ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  210.] 

Building  Societies,  Copy  of  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  by  the  Chief 
Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Registrar  under 
the  Building  Societies  Acts,  etc.,  to  be  printed.     [No.  211] 1208 


Ixxvi  TABLE    OF   CONTENTS. 

Jtcly  6.]  Page 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

English  Historical  Monuments — Suggested  Royal  Commission ...  1209 

Post  Office  Charge,  Clerks  in  North  of  Ireland 1209 

The  Superannuation  (Post  Office  and  War  Office)  Act,  1876       1209 

Scottish  Judges  as  Bank  Directors ...  1210 

Reduction  of  the  Sinking  Fund ...  1211 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  Directors       ...          ...  1211 

Restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  on  the  Tredennick  Estate          ...  1212 

Police  at  Public  Meetings  at  Killmurray 1213 

Congested  Districts  Board — Amount  spent  on  Wages ...  1213 

Drainage  of  the  River  Robe 1213 

Restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  in  County  Kerry ...  1214 

Irish  Primary  Education  Grants     1214 

The  Canadian  Militia  and  the  Ross  Rifle .-         1214 

The  Harvester  Excise  Act  in  Australia      ...  1215 

Split  Duties  in  Hull  Post  Office      1216 

Thursday  Evening  Postal  Delivery  at  Banchory ...  1216 

Post  Office  Territorials  and  Camp  Leave ...          ...  1217 

Prevention  of  Tram  car  Accidents ...  1217 

Irish  Trade  Statistics            1218 

Compulsory  Attendance  at  Church  of  School  Children  at  Wheatley  (Oxon)     ...  1218 

Grants  for  Higher  Education  in  Ireland ...  1219 

County  of  London  Pensions  Committee ...  1219 

Irish  Agricultural  Holdings             1219 

Restoration  of  County  Longford  Evicted  Tenants            ...  1220 

Grants  for  Scholarships  in  Ireland             ...         ...         ...         ...         ...          ...  1221 

Training  of  Irish  Teachers 1222 

Disposal  of  Unallotted  Portions  of  the  Claremount  Lands          1222 

Evicted  Tenants— Claim  of  John  D.  M'Auliffe      1222 

Grants  to  Irish  Intermediate  Education  Board  from  Surplus  Duty  on  Intoxi- 
cating Drinks    1222 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Admiralty  Expenditure  on  Coal      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1224 

Southampton  County  Association's  Recruiting  Circular  ...         ...         ...         ...  1224 

Volunteer  Long-Service  Medal        1225 

Dockyard  Territorials           1226 

The  Territorial  Force  Returns        1227 

Woolwich  Arsenal 1228 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Inquest 1229 

New  Cavalry  Sword             12.30 

Supposed  Foreign  Spies  in  England           ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1230 

War  Office  Coal  Purchases 1232 

The  Special  Reserve             ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1232 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  lxx\ii 

July  6.J  Page 

Strength  of  Infantry  of  the  Line 1233 

Artillery  Statistics 1234 

Establishment  of  Line  Battalions 1234 

War  Office,  Salisbury  Plain  Estate  and  Small  Holdings 1235 

Public  Servants  and  the  Territorial  Camps  ...  1235 

Transvaal  Gold  Law 1236 

Migration  of  Boers 1236 

Transvaal  Native  Land  and  Tax  Bills        1237 

The  French  Tariff 1237 

United  States  Head  Tax  on  British  Travellers 1238 

Unclaimed  Dividends  1238 

Old-age  Pensions       ..  1239 

Pay  for  Extra  Police  Duty 1240 

Fairfield  Shipbuilding  Company,  Govan — Employment  of  Young  Persons       ...  1240 

Bishop  of  London's  Midnight  March  1241 

Prison  Treatment  of  Suffragists      1243 

Taxicdb  Speed  1244 

Lights  on  Vehicles 1245 

The  London  Police  Commission       1245 

Price  of  Bread  in  Germany 1247 

Railway  Companies  and  Cyclists 1247 

British  and  German  Savings  1248 

Daylight  Saving  Bill  1248 

Report  on  Wages  and  Prices  in  Germany 1249 

Unemployed  Act,  1905         1250 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Bill ...  1251 

Telephone  Mouthpieces        ...         ...         ...  1251 

Medical  Inspection  of  Children        .i.         ...  1251 

School  Object-Lessons  ...  ...  1253 

Hyde  Park  Carriage  Entrances       ...  ...  ...  1254 

Girl  Clerks  in  the  Post  Office  1255 

Boy  Clerks  in  the  Civil  Service       1255 

Public  Trustee  and  Stockbrokers' Commission      1256 

The  South  Western  District  Coroner         1257 

Clyde  Pilots' Grievance        1257 

Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth  1258 

Irish  Banknotes         ...         1258 

Board  of  Trade  Vote  1259 

Koyal  Commissson  on  the  Poor  Law  1260 

The  Unemployed  Grant       1260 

Coroners  (Ireland)  Bill. — Reported,   with  an  Amendment,  from  Standing 

Committee  A.  * 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  212.] 
Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 

tNo.  212.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee)  to  be   taken    into  con- 

js'deration  To-morro.v,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  294]  1260 


Ixxviii  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

July  6.]  Page 

Hop  Industry. — Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  213] ...         ...   1261 

Business  of  the  House  (Old-age  Pensions  Bill.)— Ordered,  That  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  if  under  discussion  at  Eleven  o'clock 
this  night,  be  not  interrupted  under  the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the 
House).— (J/r.  Asquith.)  1261 

Ooal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill. — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [22nd  June],  "That  the  Bill  be  now- 
read  a  second  time." 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  *  upon  this  day  three  months.'  " — {Mr,  James  Mason). 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion." 

Mr.  F.  E,  Smith  (Liverpool,  Walton)       ...         1261 

The   Uruler-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Herbert 

Samuel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland)  ...         ...         ...         ...  ...1271 

Ml'.  Beck  (Cambridgeshire,  JFishech)         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...   1279 

Mr.  Keir  Hardie  (Merthyr  Tydvil)  1281 

J/r.  Osmond  Williams  (Merionethshire) ...   1288 

Mr,  Parkes  (Birmingham,  Central)  1290 

Mr.  Markham  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield)        ...  ...   1296 

Mr.  Hemmerde  (Denbiohshire,  E.)  1302 

Sir  Charles  McLaren  (Leicestershire,  Bosworth) ...         ...   1307 

Mr.  BoTUir  Law  (Camherwell,  Dulwich)    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1310 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) 1325 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —Ayes,  390  ;  Noes,  120.     (Division  List  No.  166.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House." — (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  113  ;  Noes,  391.     (Division  List  No.  167.) 

Bill  committed  to  a  Standing  Committee, 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill. — Order  for  consideration,  as  amended,  read. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon  Boroughs)  1343 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in 
respect  of  the  Schedule  ana  in  respect  of  the  Amendments  to  para- 
graphs (i )  and  (ii.)  of  the  proviso  to  paragraph  (a)  of  Clause  3, 
standing  on  the  Notice  Paper  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  as  Amendments  to  be  moved  on  recommittal." — (Mr.  Lloyd- 
George.) 

Mr.  Carlile  (HtrtfmWiifi\,  St.  Albans) 1346 

Amendment  proposed. —     • 

*^  In  line  2,  after  the  first  word  *  of,*  to  insert  the  words  *  Clause 
2  and.'  "— (A/r.  Carlile.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
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Mr.  Lloyd-George 1346 

Mr,  Hicks  Beach  {Gloucestershire^  I'ewkeshury) 134d 

Mr.  fValier  Long  (Dublin,  S,)       134a 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  AsquitK  Fife- 
shire,  E.)        ...  1349 

Mr,  Curran  {Durham,  /arrow)      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1350 

Mr.  Gotdding  {Worcester) 1351 

Mr,  James  Hope  {Sheffield,  Central)          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1351 

Lord  R.  Cecil  {Marylebone,  E.) 1352 

Mr.  Middlerw>re  (Birmingham,  N.)          1354 

Sir  John  Handles  (Cumberland,  Cockermouth)        ...         ...         ...         ...  1 354 

Mr.  Robert  Duncan  (Lanarkshire,  Govan)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1355 

Mr.  Remmmt  (Finsbury,  Holhorn)             1356^ 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  (Worcestershire,  E.)       ...          ...          ...          ...  1357 

Mr.  Nield  (Middlesex,  Ealing)      1358 

Mr.  Fell  (Great  Varmouth)            1359 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  50;  Noes,  302.     (Division  List  No.  168.) 

L&rd  R.Cecil  1363 

Sir  F,  Banbury  (City  of  London) 1367 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  first  word  *  of,'  to  insert  the  words  *  Clause 
3  and.'  ''--•{Lord  R.  Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1368 

Mr.  JValter  Long 1369. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  72  ;  Noes,  337.     (Division  List  No.  169.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  AsQUiTH  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  334  ;  Noes,  77.     (Division  List  No.  170.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  recommitted  in  respect  of  the  Schedule  and  in  respect  of 
the  Amendments  to  paragraphs  (i.)  and  (ii.)  of  the  proviso  to  paragraph 
(a)  of  Clause  3,  standing  on  the  Notice  Paper  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  as  Amendments  to  be  moved  on  re-committal. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Mr.  Lloyd-George 1379- 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  assistance,'  to  insert  the 
words  'including  food  or  comforts.'  " — (Mr,  Lloyd-George.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 1381. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1381 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  14,  after  the  word  *  hospital,'  to  insert  the  words 
*or  of  the  funeral  expenses  of  any  such  dependent.'  " — {Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1381 

The  Attorney -General  {Sir  IF.  RohsoUy  South  Shields)      ...   1381 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 

Mr.  Holt  {Northumberland,  Hexham)       ...   1382 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  7,  lino  25,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  exceed  '  to  the 

end  of  the  schedule,  and  to  insert — 

"£22  10s.      ----- 

Exceed  £22  10s.,  but  do  not  exceed  £25  - 

Exceed  £25,  but  do  not  exceed  £27  10.- 

Exceed  £27  10s.,  but  do  not  exceed  £30  - 

Exceed  £30,  but  do  not  exceed  £32  10s. 

Exceed  £32  10s.,  but  do  not  exceed  £35 

Exceed  £35,  but  do  not  exceed  £37  10s. 

Exceed  £37 10s.     -         -        .         - 
—{Mr.  Holt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  *  4s.  Od.,'  in 
line  26,  btand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1383 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain ...  1383 

Mr.  Keir  Hardie 1386 

Mr,  Leif  Jones  {JVestmorelaml,  Appleby)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1387 

Mr.  Bowles  {Lambeth,  Norwood) ...  1389 

Mr,  Simon  {Essex,  JFalthamstoiv)  ..,         ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  1390 

Mr.  Walter  Long 1392 

Mr.  Lloyd  George 1393 

Afr.  J.  U\  fVilson  {JForcestershire,  N) 1396 

Mr.  Chaplin  {Surrey,  Wimhledmi) 1397 

Mr.  W.  R.  Eea  {Scarboraugh)        1399 

Mr.  Lecerton  Harris  {Tower  Hamlets,  Stejmey)    ...         ...         ...  ...  1400 

Mr.  Brodie  {Surrey,  Eeigate)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1401 

Mr.  J.  M.  Eobertson  {Noithiimberland,  Tyneside) ...  1402 

Mr.  Joynson-IIicks  {Manchester,  N.W.)     ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1403 

^[r,  Maddison  {Burnley)   ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1404 

Lard  E.  Cecil         1405 

Mr.  Asquith  ...  ...  ...  ...  1406 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  209  ;  Noes,  117.     (Division  List  No.  171.) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  this  be  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Arthur  H end  rson  {Durham,  Barnard  Castle)  ...  ...  ...  1411 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  210  ;  Noes,  54.     (Division  List  No.  172.) 

Bill  reported,  with  Ameodments  ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  this 
day  (Tuesday),  and  to  bo  printed.     [Bill  295. J 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  Ixxxi 

^h  7.]  Page 

Stvigation  Works  (Ireland)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged ; 

Bill  withdrawn 1415 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clo<i  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker  adjourned  the  House  wiwiout  Question  put,  pursuant 
to  the  Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  eighteen  minutes  after  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :  TUESDAY,  7th  JULY,  1908. 

[SCOUNT  BoYNE. — Ordered,  that  the  Report  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  made  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  Monday  last,  that  the 
right  of  the  Viscount  Boyne  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peers 
for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  his  satisfaction,  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Ireland,  together  with  a  certificate  stating  that  such  Report  has  been 
made,  and  that  the  House  has  ordered  it  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Ireland  1417 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

0  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  : — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10) :  Marriages  Provisional  Order. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       1417 

rolverhampton  Corporation  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments 1417 

ambome  Water  Bill. — Reported  without  Amendment         1417 

and  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Metropolitan  Commons  Provisional 
Order  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amendment,  and  re-committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow  1417 

ducation  Board  Provisibnal  Orders  ^Confirmation  (Cornwall,  etc.)  Bill 
[H.r^]  (Swansea  Orders  No.  1  and  No.  2).— Report  from  the  Select 
Committee.  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Orders,  no  parties  having  appeared  iu  opposition  thereto  ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  24th  June  last  and 
on  the  1st  instant  respecting  the  commitment  of  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  said  Orders  discharged        1417 

arw  and  Ogmore  Gas  Bill. — Read  3*,  with  the   Amendments;    further 

Amendments  made  ;  Bill  passed  and  returned  to  the  Commons 1418 

mnton  and  Mexbrough  Oas  Bill. — Read  3%  with  the  Amendments;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons    ...  1418 

aisley  District  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 

from  the  Commons,  agreed  to  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1418 

[erthyr  Tydvil  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons, 

agreed  to,  with  Amendments 1418 

tockport  Corporation  Bill ;  Humber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ; 
Southwell  District  Gas  Bill;  Louth  and  East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer) 
Bill ;  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1418 

ocal  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.].— Read 

3^  (according  to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons       ...         ...   1418 
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EETUKNS,  KEPOKTS,  &c. 

Colonies :  Annual.— No.  563.     Gibraltar  (Report  for  1907) 141^ 

Trade  Reports :  Miscellaneous  Series.— No.  668.    Japan  (Report  on  the 
Hok  Kaido). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      1418 

Pharmacy  (Ireland)  Acts,  1875  and  1890.— Order  in  Council         1418 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act  (Ireland),  1877.— Order  in  Council     ...  1418 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904  (City  of  Exeter).— Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the 
City  of  Exeter. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table     141» 

Post  OfBce  Sites  Bill  [h.l.1 — Reported,  with  Amendments  and  re-coumiittod 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow      ...  1419 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill  [h.l.]  [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  Steward  (Earl  Beaiifchamp)        ...  1419 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'*  " — (Lord  Beauchiifnp.) 

The  Marquess  of  Salishwy  ...    1420 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»  (according  to  order)  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Board  of  Trade  (Provisional  Orders)  Bill  [h.l.]  [Second  Reading]. — 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...   1421 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{Lord  Hamilton  of  DalzelL) 

Lord  Ashbourne     ,„         ...         ...  ...   1425 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Disturbed  Areas  in  Ireland. 

Lord  Killanin         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1424 

Lord  Denman         ...  1429 

Lord  Ashbourne      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1432 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 14» 

Lo7'd  Killanin         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..  ...  ...  14Sf 

The  Secretary  of  State  foi'  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)         ...  ...  143& 

House  adjourned  at  half-past   Five  o'clock,    till   To-morrow,    a 
quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMON'S:  TUESDAY,  7th  JULY,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  third  time, 

and  passed,  with  Amendments  ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14W 

Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a 

second  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday  \4X^ 
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Provisional  Order  Bills.— Ordered,  that  so  much  of  Standing  Order  73  as 
provides  that  notice  of  the  day  on  which  a  Bill  for  confirming  any  Pro- 
visional Order  will  be  examined  shall  not  be  given  until  after  the  Bill  has  been 
printed  and  circulated,  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. — 
(The  Chairman  of  Ways  arid  Means)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1439 

Bognor  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Oomnany  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill;  London  County  Council  (Tramways 
and  Improvements)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Stratford-upon  Avon,  Towcester  ai^d  Midland  Junction,  Evesham,  Redditch, 
and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Junction,  and  East  and  West  Junction  Railways 
(Amalgamation)  Jill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments,  Reports  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed       1439 

Sligo  and   Arigna    Railway   Bill — Reported,  with    Amendments    [Title 

amended] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  ...         ...  1439 

Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Northern  Assurance 
Company  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1439 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  1439 

Barry  Railway  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon 

the  Table,  and  to  be  printed    ...         - 1440 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to :  Lanarkshire  (Middle 
Ward  District)  Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  without  Amendment ; 
Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  etc.. 
Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to  : — North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance  Company 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Amendments  to  : — Upton  Town  Hall  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amend- 
ment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled.  Education  Board  Provisional 
Orders  Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords] 1440 

Education   Board   Provisional   Orders   Confirmation    (London)   Bill 

I  Lords]. — Bead  the  first  time ;    Referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 

for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  302]       1440 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Read  the  first  time ;  Referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  303] 1440 

PETITIONS. 

Leaseholds  Enfranchisement  Bill. — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      1440 

Licensing  Bill. — Petition  against;   to  lie  upon  the  Table.     12  Petitions  in 

favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1441 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs)  Bill.— Petition  against ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1441 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill. — 2  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  1441 

Port  of  London  Bill. — Petition  for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1441 
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Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series).— Diplomatic  and  Consular  Report, 

Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  668  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1441 

Imperial  Revenue  (Collection  and  Expenditure)  (Great  Britain  and 
Ireland). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  215]        1441 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  (England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland). — Return 

presented,  relative  thereto ;  to  Tie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No. 
216]       1441 

Pharmacy  Acts  (Ireland).--Order  in  Council ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...   1441 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877.— Order  in  Council ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table         ...  1443 

Colonial  Reports   (Annual).— Colonial  Report  No.  563  (Gibraltar,  Annual 

Report  for  1907);  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1442 

Board  of  Education.— Regulations  for  the  Training  of  Teachers  of  Domestic 

Subjects;  to  be  upon  the  Table  ...  1443 

Roads  and  Bridges  (Scotland).— Return  ordered,  "showing  the  rate  per 
pound  of  assessment  levied  for  Roads  and  Bridges  by  County  Councils  in 
each  county  or  district  of  a  county  in  Scotland  in  each  year  from  1891-2  to 
1907-8,  inclusive  "        1443 

Members  of  Parliament  (Colonial  Pensions).— Address  for  "  Return  of  the 
number  of  Members  of  the  present  House  of  Lords  and  of  the  present  House 
of  Commons  who  are  in  receipt  of  Pensions  for  service  in  the  Colonies  from 
GoXomdXinn^^:'— {Mr,  Cooper)  U42 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland).— Paper  to  be  printed.    [No.  214]        ...  1443 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904. — Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Exeter  ; 
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o  Growing  in  Ireland  1463 

5  Men  and  Income-tax  1464 

ice  Agents  and  Suicide         1465 

Rights  on  the  Upper  Thames         1465 

Traffic  and  Highway  Maintenance  ...  ...         ...         1 466 

)f  Public  Accounts 1467 

Traffic  in  London      1467 

Fnemployed  Grants 1468 

OSce  Savings  Banks ...   1469 

mers 1470 

loldings  and  Market  Gardeners' Compensation  Act        1471 

'rees  for  Small  Holdings       1471 

loldingsAct 1471 

g  Societies 1472 

iw  Court  Funds         1472 

ingested  Districts  Board      ...         1474 

and  Irish  Trade       1476 

atter  in  Scotland       1477 

and  Purchase  Sinking  Fund  1477 

ag  Leases  and  the  Licensing  Bill 1478 

n  Recess         1479 
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T<4Mie^>  Gir/win^  in  Fngknd  and  Walei 1479 

Tl»«  Wfaolank  Wioe  Trade 1479 

Bmne«i  of  the  Hook         1481 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Manio  Fergoaoa  be  diacharged  from  the  Committee 

of  8el*>ctk/fL 

Ordered*  That  Mr.  Pirie  be  added  to  the  Comiiuttee. — (5i>  ¥FiUiiim 
BmmpU/H  Gtirdon)         1481 

Commons  HiBGLTJiTiox  of  Towtn  Tbewas  CoJOfON,  Anglesky). — Eeport 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Eridence  rdadre  thereto, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

I^eport  and  Special  Report,  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  217]  1481 

NEW  RILLS. 

Local  Anthoritief  (Advertising)  BilL — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

WedneH^iay,  22nd  July,  and  to  be  printed.     [Rill  304]      1481 

Public  Health  (Sewers  and  Drains)  (No.  2)  BilL— To  be  read  a  second  time 

To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Rill  305] ...   1481 

Vational  Military  Training  (No.  3)  BilL 

(Jnjdain  KiTUiHvi'SmUh  {Wartvickshire,  StrittfoTd^^Jk-Ato^  ...  ...  1481 

Motion  nuule,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Rill  to  amend  the  Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  1907,  and  to 
establish  National  Military  Training  in  the  Territorial  Force."-  (Cop^im 

Kiit^ntiifl'Smith,) 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  {Prf^t^m).,.         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...   1484 

QiiCHtion  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  34  ;  Xoes,  250.     (Division  List  No.  173.) 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill. — As  amended  (in  Committee  and  on  re-committal), 
con»idored. 

Now  clause — 

**  The  trarle  or  business  of  pension  agent  who  offers  to  obtain  or 
U)  try  and  obtain  pensions  for  other  persons  for  payment  or  reward 
sliall  1)0  illegal,  and  such  agents  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction 
to  a  fine  of  not  oxceeding  £50,  or  to  imprisonment  for  not  exceeding; 
six  months.'  ''—{Mr.  Fell) 

IJronght  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  F41  {Great  Yarmouth)  1489 

Motion  made,  and  (Question  proposed,  "That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr.  Lloyd-George^  Carnarvon  Boroughs)  1490 

Mr.  John  O'Connor  {Kildarey  N.) 1491 

Sir  F.  lianlmrff  {City  of  London)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...          ...  1492 

Mr.  Jralter  Long  (JJublin,  S.)        1494 

Mr.  Ellis  Paries  {Carnarvonshire^  Eifion)..,         ...          ...         ...          ...  1495 

Mr.  V erne y  {Buckinghamshire y  N.)           ...  1496 

Mr.  Au&ten  Chamherlain  {Woicestershire^  E.)        ...  1497 
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Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  {Orkney  and  Shetland)         U98 

Mr,  G.  n.  Faber  (York) 1499 

Mr.  B<imes  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars)  1501 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  (City  of  London)  1502 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  82  :  Noes,  320.     (Division  List  No.  174.) 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  (Preston) •^  1507 

Sir  F.  Banbury       m«  1510 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  set  forth  in  Part  I. 
of  the  schedule  to  this  Act,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  of  5s.  a  week.'" 
(Mr.  Harold  Cox.) 

<2uestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  set  forth  in  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Lloyd-George 1511 

Lord  R.  Cecil  (Marylehone,  E.)      1513 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  *Part  I.  of.'" — (Mr. 
Lloyd-George.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  *  Part  I.  of '  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Lard  B.  Cecil  .^         •••  1514 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  have,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  prove  that  he  has.'  " — (Lord  B.  Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  have '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Attorney-General  (Sir  JF.  Bobson,  South  Shields)      1516 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1517 

Mr.  Flynn  (Cork,  N.)         1519 

Mr.  Bowles  (Lambeth,  Noriwod)    ...  ...  1520 

Mr.  Barnes 1521 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1523 

Mr.  Fell      1525 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Mc Arthur  (Liverpool,  Kirkdale)         ...         1526 

Mr.  Har mood- Banner  (Liverpool,  Everton)  ...         ...         ...         ...  1527 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words,  *  provided 
that  in  the  case  of  a  British  sailor  residence  in  the  United  Kingdom 
shall  be  deemed  to  include  service  on  board  a  vessel  registered  in  the 
United  Kingdom.'  "— (J/r.  Mc  Arthur.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  W.  Bobson        1528 

Mr.  miliam  Redmond  (Clare,  E.)  1528 

Mr.  Austen  Chamherhiin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1529 

Mr.  Summerbell  (Sunderland)       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1530 

Mr.  H.  C.  Lea  (St.  Pancras,  E.) 1530 

Mr.  Bowles 1530 

Mr.  Carlile  (Hertfmhhirr,  St.  Albans) 1531 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1531 
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Mr.  Shackleion  {Lancashire^  Clitkeroe)       ...  ...  1561 

Mr.  Lloyd-George ...  ...  1561 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain ...  ...  156J 

Mr.  Keir  Hardie ...  ...  157( 

Sir  W.  Rohson       ...  ...  1571 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Bowles ...  ...  157: 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  32,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Act '  to  end  of  . 
page  2,  line  36."— (i/r.  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr,  Lloyd-George ...  ...  157; 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  R,  Cecil         ...  ...  157 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  him  *  to  insert  the  words, 
*  Provided  that  such  property  shall  not  be  deemed  capable  of  invest- 
ment so  as  to  bring  in  a  larger  return  than  at  the  rate  of  2f  per  cent, 
per  annum.' " — {Lord  R.  Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Lloyd-George ...  ...  157 

Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour 157 

Mr,  Lloyd-George ...  157 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  157 

Mr.  Rawlinson  (Cambridge  University)     ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  157 

And,  it  being  half-past  Ten  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  SPEAKER  proceeded,  pursuant 
to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  17  th  June,  to  put  forthwith  the 
Question  upon  the  Amendment  already  proposed  from  the  Chair. 

The  House  divided  :  — Ayes,  85  ;  Noes,  363.     (Division  List,  No.  177.) 

Mr.  Speaker  then  proceeded  successively  to  put  forthwith  the  Question 
upon  the  Amendments  moved  by  the  Government,  of  which  notice 
had  been  given. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  12,  after  the  word  *  after,*  to  insert  the  words 

*  the  day  on  which.'" — {Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Amendment  be  made. " 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  372  ;  Noes,  85.     (Division  List  No.  178). 

Other  Amendments  made — 

"  In  page  4,  line  27,  after  the  word   *  shall,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  (except  in  the  case  of  a  question  which  has  been  originated  ^  by  the 
pension  officer  and  on  which  the  Committee  have  already  received  his 
report).' " 

"  In  page  4,  line  37,  after  the  first  word  *  The,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  pension  officer,  and  any  person  aggrieved,  may  appeal  to  the  central 
pension  authority  against  a.' " — {Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  39,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  them '  to  the 
word  'referred/  in  line  40  and  to  insert  the  words  *  within  the  time  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  regulations  under  this  Act,  and  any  claim 
or  question  in  respect  of  which  an  appeal  is  so  brought  shall  stand.' " 
— {Mr  Lloyd-George,) 

Question  put,  that  the  Amendment  be  made/' 

The  House  Divided :— Ayes  360 ;  Noes,  82.     (Division  List  No.  179.) 

Other  Amendments  made — 

"  In  page  5,  line  28,  after  the  word  *  person,'  to  insert  the  word 
*  knowingly.' " 

"  In  page  6,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  pension,'  to  insert  the  words 
*•  and  for  notice  being  given  by  registrars  of  births  and  deaths  to  the 
pension  officers  or  local  pension  committees  of  every  death  of  a  person 
over  seventy  registered  by  them,  in  such  manner  and  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  may  be  laid  down  by  the  regulations.' " 

"In  the  Schedule,  page  7,  line  22,  after  the  word  'pension,'  to 
insert  the  words  'per  week.'  " — {Mr,  Lloyd-George,) 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Thursday. 

Coroners    (Ireland)    Bill. — As    amended    (by    the    Standing    Committee), 

considered;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     ...         ...         ...         ...  1592 

Adjourned  at  eighteen  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  8th  JULY,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill ;  South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill. — 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no 
Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  the  18th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
Bills  be  now  read  2*;  agreed  to;  Bills  read  2*  accordingly  1593 


Bhymney   and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and  Water  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3^ 
Amendments  made.     Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill. — Read  3^  with  the  Amendments  ;   further  Amend 
ments  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons 

Doncaster  Corporation  BilL — Read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill.— Committed 

South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill.— Committed.     The  Committee   to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 

Ards  Railways  Bill ;  Holdemess  Water  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons, 
read  r*,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners         

Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments         


1593 

1593 

1593 
1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 
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Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill ;  Metropolitan  Commons  Provisional 
Order  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order).  Bills  reported 
without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived,  and  Bills  to  be  read 
3*  To-morrow ...   1593 

South- West  Suburban  Water  BilL — Report  from*  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Five  Lords  appointed  a  Select  Committee  on  the  Manchester 
Corporation  Bill  and  other  Bills,  do  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the 
consideration  of  the  South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill ;  read,  and  agreed 
to.  All  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the  Petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  Counsel  against  the  Bill  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as 
also  Counsel  for  the  Bill  ...  ...  1593 

Hanchester  Corporation  Bill ;  Burnley  Corporation  Bill ;  Blackburn  Cor- 
poration Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Monk  Bretton  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  Member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Stradbroke ;  read,  and 
agreed  to  ...         ...  1594 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &Q. 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).-— Nos.  4057  and  4058         1594 

Board  of  Education. — Regulations  for  Training  of  Teachers  for  Secondary 

Schools  ;  Regulations  for  the  Training  of  Teachers  of  Domestic  Subjects  ...   1594 

Whisky  and  other  Potable  Spirits  (Royal  Commission).— Interim  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  certain 
matters  connected  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  whisky  1594 

Mines  and  Quarries. — (Explosions  at  Benwell  and  Whitehaven  Collieries) — 
Report  edited  by  R.  A.  S.  Redmayne,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of 
Mines,  on  the  explosions  which  occurred  at  the  Benwell  Colliery  and  the 
Whitehaven  Colliery ;  Report  by  J.  B.  Atkinson,  M.Sc,  His  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Mines,  on  the  circumstances  attending  an  explosion  which 
occurred  at  Washington  "  Glebe  "  Colliery ...         ...   1594 

Ordnance  Survey. — Report  of  the  progress  of  the  Ordnance  Survey  to  the 

31st  March,  1908,  presented  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...         ...  1594 

Coroners  (Ireland)  BilL — Brought  from  tjje  Commons  and  read  1*,  and  to  be 

printed.     [No.  132]      1595 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order).  The 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  made.  Standing  Committee 
negatived.     The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow  ...  1695 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.]. — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order.) 

[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  : 

Loi'd  Atkinson         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1595 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  Commissioners  '  to  insert  the 
words  *  Provided  that  the  tenant  shall  sign  such  consent  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses  present  at  the  same  time,  who  shall  attach 
their  names  thereto,  and  when  so  signed  and  witnessed  shall  be  filed 
as  a  record  in  the  office  of  the  Land  Commission,  notice  of  such  filing 
being,  in  the  time  and  manner  prescribed,  given  to  the  landlord  of  the 
land  to  which  the  consent  applies,  and  published   in  two  successive 
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issues  of  a  newspaper  circulating  in  the  district  in  which  such  land  is 
situate ;  and  provided  further  that  such  consent  shall  not  be  acted 
upon  if  the  said  landlord,  or  any  other  person  interested  in  or  haviug 
a  claim  upon  the  said  lands,  shall,  after  having  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard  in  the  time  and  manner  prescribed,  satisfy  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  that  the  tenant  was  compelled  or  inducea  to  give  such 
consent  by  intimidation  or  other  unlawful  means/  " — (Lm'd  Atkim&n.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The  Earl  of  Crewe)         1599 

The  Earl  of  Doiwughmore 1601 

Lord  Ashbourne      1603 

Lord  Clonbrock        1603 

The  Earl  of  Mayo 1604 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 1605 

lA)rd  Atkinson        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1605 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1606 

Lord  CUmbrock        1609 

The  Earl  of  Mat/0 1609 

Lord  Atkinson        ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1609 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  88  ;  Not-Con  tents,  36. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing   Committee   negatived ;    the  Raport  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Tuesday  next,  and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.     [No. 
133.] 
Economies  in  the  Territorial  Army. 

Lord  Lomt 1612 

Lord  Harris  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1617 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Lmd  Lucas)         1621 

Viscount  Midleton 1627 

Lord  Lovat ..,         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..  1628 

Lord  Harris  1629 

Lord  Lucas,..         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1629 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half -past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COxMMONS  :  WEDNESDAY,  8th  JULY,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ards  Railways  Bill  (changed  from  "  Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill"). — As 
amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  bo  now  read  the  third  time. — (The  Chaiitnan  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

King's  Consent  signified. — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...   1629 

Holdemess  Water  Bill. — As  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

King's  Consent  signified. — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed         ...  1630 
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Rochester  Bridge  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the 

third  time  ...   1630 

Leith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed      1630 

Galashiels  Drainage  and  Burgh  Extension  Order  Confirmation  Bill. — 

considered;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Friday ...   1630 

Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill— Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow ...   1630 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Garw  and^Ogmore 
Gas  Bill ;  Swinton  and  Mexborough  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments.^ 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions 
Bill  [Lords]       1630 

PETITIONS. 

Children  Bill. — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...         ;..         ...    1630 

Licensing  Bill. — 2  Petitions  against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Petition  for 
alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  10  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table      1630 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill— Petition  for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...   1631 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill. — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  - 
upon  the  Table 1631 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  (fee. 

Whisky    and  other   Potable    Spirits  (Royal   Commission).— Interim^rs^A^ 
Report  of  the. Commissioners  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1631 

Explosions  (Benwell  and  Whitehaven  Collieries).— Report,  edited  by  R. 
A.  S.  Redmayne,  His  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines,  on  Explosions  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table ...   1631 

Explosions  (Washington  "Glebe"  Colliery).— Report  by  J.  B.  Atkinson, 
esquire,  M.Se.,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Mines,  on  the  circum- 
'    stances  attending  explosion  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1631 

Board  of  Education. — Regulations  for  the  Training  of  Teachers  for  Secondary 
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Supply  [15th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Navy  Estimates,  1908-9. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 

£167,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  expense  of  Educa- 
tional Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1909." 

Mr,  Barnes  (Glasgow^  Blackfriars)  ...         1683 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "That  a  8um,'not  exceeding  £166,900,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr,  Barnes,) 

Mr,  Bellairs  {Lyrm  Regis) .,,         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1694 

'The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {Mr,  McKenna^  Monmouthshire^  N,)    ...  1703 
Mr.  C,  Duncan  {Barrow-in-Furness)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1712 

Mr,  Art wld-Forster  {Croydon)       1716 

Mr,  Beauchamp  {Suffolk,  Lov^estoft)  1723 

Sir  Ivor  Herbert  {Monmouthshire f  S,)        1724 

Mr,  Croydon  Marks  {Cornwall,  Latmceston)  1728 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  {Dr,  Macnamara,  Camber- 
well,  N,)         .^        1730 

Mr,  Arthur  Lee  {Hampshire,  Fareham) 1738 

Mr,  R,  Duncan  {Lanarkshire,  Govan)       1739 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  90  ;  Noes,  205.     (Division  List  No.  180.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £1,334,600,  Naval  and  Marine  Pensions,  Gratuities,  and  Compassionate 

Allowances. 

Mr,  Bramsdon  {Portsmouth)  ...  1742 

Mr.  McKenna         1743 

Mr.  Jenkins  {Chatham)      1743 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  £868,800,  Half-Pay  and  Retired  Pay. 

4.  £377,400,  Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities. 
Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1908-9. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,998, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses 
of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  and  for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Piers  or 
Quays." 

Sir  Arthur  Bignold  { H^^icks  Burghs)  1744 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,898, 
be  granted  for  the  said  service." — {Sir  Arthur  Bignold,) 
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Mr.  Williamsojh  {Elgin  and  Nairn)           ...  1748 

Major  Amtruther-Gray  {St,  Andrews  Burghs)     ... ...  1751 

Mr,  R,  L.  Harmsworth  {Caithness-shire) ...  1753 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson  {Yorkshire^  E.E.,  Holdemess)            1754 

Mr.  Annan  Bryce  {Inverness  Burghs)       ...  1755 

Captain  Waring  {Banffshire)          ...         ...         ,..         ...         ...         ...  1756 

Mr.  Power  {Waterford,  E.)           1758 

Mr.  Sutherland  {Elgin  Burghs) ...  1759 

Captain  Arthur  Murray  {Kincardineshire)           ...          ...  1 765 

Mr.  Moiion  {Sutherland) ...  1766 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Sir  Edward  Grey,  Northum- 
berland^ Berwick)        1769 

Mr.  Pirie  {Aberdeen,  N.) 1774 

Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  {Orkney  and  Shetland)          ...  1775 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  {Leith  Burghs)         ...  1777 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  and  Cromarty)      1778 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  {Mr.  Sinclair^  Forfarshire)      ...  1780 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-m:rrow ;  Committee  also  report  progress ;  to 
sit  again  To-morrow. 

Unemployed   at  Glasgow. — On  the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House — 


Mr.  Barnes  {Glasgow^  Blackfriars) 

Mr.  Cleland  {Glasgow,  Bridgetotm)  

Mr.  Watt  {Glasgow,  College) 

Mr.  C.  E.  Price  {Edinburgh,  Central)       

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  J.  A 

Saffron  Walden)         .  . 
Mr.  Mitchell-Thompson  {Lanarkshire,  N.W.)        

Adjourned  at  eleven  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 
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THE 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

{AUTHORISED    EDITION) 

IN    THE 

THIRD  SESSION  of  the  TfFENTY-EIGHTH  PARLIAMENT  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND^  Appointed  to  MEEr 
THE  Twenty-Ninth  Day  of  January  in  the  Eighth  Year  of  the 
£eign  of 

HIS  MAJESTY  KING  EDWARD  VII. 


NINTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION    1908. 


H^O^USE^OF   LORDS. 

Thursday,  lUh  June,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
.  ments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
•  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 
Tyne     Improvement. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill — 
(Petition  for  additional  Provision).— Ex- 
4uniner's  Certificate  of  non-compliance 
with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Wednes- 
day next. 

River  Wandle  Protection  Bill  [h.l.].— 
Committed:  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 
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North  East  London  Railway  Bill ;  Bury 
and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill. — 
Read  3%  and  passed. 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill 
[h.l.!;  ToUemache  Estate  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
Keaa  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

•  Draycott  Gas  Bill. — Returned  from  the 
Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Conformation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.] — 
(No.  1  Order);  Post  Office  Sites  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Doncaster  Corporation  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4)  Bill  [H.L.] -^Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  Lord 
Zouche  of  Haryngworth  and  the  Lord 
Wynford  be  proposed  to  the  House  as 
Members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills  in  the  place  of  Lord  Leigh  and 
Lord  Lochee ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill  [h.l.],  London  Electric  Supply  Bill 
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{LORDS} 


{Ireland)  Bill 


[H.L.],  London  (Westminster  and  Ken- 
sington) Electric  Supply  Companies  Bill 
[h.l.].  —  Leave  given  to  the  Select 
Committee  to  adjourn  over  To-morrow. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill. — Read  1*  ;  to  be  printed  ; 
and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland  Act,  1899),  deemed 
to  have  been  read  2*  (The  Lord  Denman 
for  the  Lord  Herschell),  and  reported 
from  the  Committee.     (No.  111.) 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1.)  Bill,  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2.)  Bill,  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  3.)  Bill  [h.l.], 
Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.], — Amendments  reported 
(according  to  order),  and  Bills  to  be 
read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3* 
(according  to  order) ;  An  Amendment 
made;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  16.  (1908.) 
Agreement  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Spain  amending  Article  5 
of  the  Agreement  of  25th  November, 
1875,  respecting  the  Postal  Service 
between  Gibraltar  and  Spain  ;  signed  at 
Madrid,  9th  April,  1908. 

TRADE  REPORT  ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  4013.  Japan  (Dairen  (Dalney)) ; 
No.  4015.  China  (Hankow);  No.  4043. 
United  States  (Consular  District  of 
Philadelphia);  No.  4044.  Hayti  (Re- 
publics of  Hayti  and  Santo  Domingo) ; 
No.  4045.  Spain  (Consular  District  of 
Seville) ;  No.  4046.  France  (Pondicherry 
and  Karikal) ;  No.  4047.  Spain  (Canary 
Islands) ;  No.  4048.  Italy  (Province  of 
Lecce). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CIVIL  LIST  PENSIONS. 
List  of  all  pensions  granted  during  the 
year     ended     31st    March,     1908,    and 
payable  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
9  (1)  of  the  Civil  List  Act,  1901. 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Order  made  by  the  Ley  ton  Urban 
District  Council,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, fixing  the  hours  of  closing  for 
certain  classes  of  shops  within  the  urban 
district. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING    ACTS,    1882    TO 
1902. 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respect- 
ing the  applications  to  and  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  to  1902,  during  the 
past  year. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  * 


EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  BILL 

[H.L.] 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crews): 
My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  tho  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2» '' 

— {The  Earl  of  Crewe,) 

*The  Earl  of  MAYO  :  There  are  well- 
founded  rumours,  my  Lords,  that  thi» 
Bill  is  to  be  read  a  second  time.  I, 
therefore,  cannot  acquiesce  in  silence  in 
that  Reading  of  this  amending .  Bill, 
which,  I  now  understand,  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  House.  It  is  an  instanoe 
of  political  vituperation  to  which  we 
are  accustomed  in  Ireland.  W^  n^&y> 
however,  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
fact  that  the  Bill  has  not  been  introduoed 
in  another  place ;  as  a  consequence,  the 
landowners  and  planter  tenants  with 
whom  it  deals  will  not  be  subject  to  the 
abuse  which  usually  emanates  from  a 
certain  party  in  that  place  who  are  adepts 
in  that  manner  of  speaking. 

In  Ireland  we  know  that  the  Bill  i» 
introduced  in  consequence  of  a  deciaiofr 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  with  refereaoe  -ta 
the  powers  of  the  Estates  CommisaiMieiv 
under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  1907. 
The  appellant  in  the  case  was  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde,  and  the  Estates  Commisaioiiets 
were  the  respondents.     Three  queetioBi 
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were  put  before  the  Court,  the  most 
important  of  which  was  — 

*  *  Are  the  Estates  Commissioners  debarred 
from  acquiring  the  said  lands  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  on  the 
grounds  that  the  lands  are  tenanted  lands  and 
in  '  oceupiition  of  a  bona  fide  tenant  nsing 
or  cultivating  the  same  as  an  ordinary 
farmer  in  accordance  with  proper  methods  of 
husbandry?'" 

The  last  words  are  taken  from 
the  Act  itself.  The  answer  was  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  appellant  won 
his  case.  Therefore  your  Lordships 
will  understand  that  the  Bill  is  aimed  at 
Lord  Clanricarde  and  his  planter  tenants. 
I  may  compare  it  for  a  moment  to  a 
wasp ;  it  has  a  sting  in  it  which  is  meant 
to  stick  in  its  victim.  We  are  told  that 
when  a  wasp  stings  it  flies  away  and 
dies  ;  but  this  is  a  more  venomous  insect, 
for  its  sting  affects  all  owners  and  all 
planter  tenants  in  Ireland. 

As  this  is  an  amending  Act,  I  ask  your 
Lordships  to  consider,  for  a  moment,  the 
Act  it  amends,  and  what  was  said  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  leads  the  House  when 
introducing  the  Act  of  last  year.  The 
noble  Earl  then  said — 

"This  measure,  as  we  fully  admit,  is  only 
very  partially  economic  and  is  mainly  poli- 
tical." 

I  think  that  is  perfectly  true.  Two 
great  questions  with  regard  to  Ireland 
have  been  decided  upon  and  legislated 
upon — first,  the  reinstatement  of  evicted 
tenants  ;  and,  secondly,  the  protection  of 
planter  tenants.  The  question  of  the 
reinstatement  of  evicted  tenants,  I  may 
remind  your  Lordships,  originally  arose 
in  definite  form  in  Clause  15  of  the  Irish 
Land  Conference  Report,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that — 

**  Any  project  for  the  solution  of  the  Irish 
Land  question  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
settlement  of  the  evicted  tenants  question  upon 
an  equitable  basis." 

Clauses  2  and  3  of  the  Act  of  1903  deal 
with  these  tenants,  but  the  machinery  of 
that  Act  regarding  evicted  tenants  did 
not  run,  in  the  opinion  of  the  present 
Government,  quickly  enough,  and  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Bill  of  last  year  was 
passed. 

The  debates  en  the  matter  are  fresh  in 
your  Lordships*  memory.  The  noble 
Earl  the  Leader  of  the  House,  in  moving 


the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  of  1907, 
said — 

"  I  need  not  quote  any  of  the  statenienta  of 
Mr.  Wyndham  to  that  eflfect.  They  have 
been  quoted  in  this  House  before — 

The  noble  Earl  was  refering  to  the  actual 
merits  of  the  particular  evicted  tenants. 
He  went  on — 

"  But  your  Lordship  will  remember  that  he 
used  in  this  connection  the  phrase  that  by- 
gones ought  to  be  bygones,  and  that  it  was 
not  wise  to  stop  to  inquire  from  what  reason 
and  under  what  circumstances  the  evicted 
tenants  had  lost  their  holdings." 

The  noble  Earl  disposed  of  the  matter  in 
that  graceful  manner  which  one  cannot 
help  admiring,  though  not  always  agree- 
ing with.  The  noble  Marquess  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  hit  the  right 
nail  on  the  head  when  he  said — 

'*  We  are  told— I  think  the  noble  Earl  used 
the  expression — that  bygones  should  be  by- 
gones. 

Lord  Crewe  here  interrupted  the  noble 
Marquess  by  saying  that  he  had  quoted 
Mr.  Wyndham's  expression.  The  noble 
Marquess  continued — 

'*  I  will  take  it  either  from  the  noble  Earl  or 
from  Mr.  Wyndham.  It  is  a  good  expression. 
I  should  like  bygones  to  be  bygones,  but  I 
want  to  know  a  little  about  some  of  the  by- 
gones with  which  yon  are  going  to  deal  under 
this  Bill." 

I  have  found  a  quotation  which  can  be 
aptly  applied  to  this  measure.  I  give  it 
to  the  noble  Earl  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
for  what  it  is  worth — 

"  As  we  have  a  conceit  of  motion  coming, 
as  well  as  bygones  ;  so  have  we  of  time  which 
dependeth  thereon." 

The  Government,  I  know,  are  anxious 
about  the  Bill,  and  desire  to  get  it 
through  quickly. 

Now,  what  are  the  bygones  on  the 
Clanricarde  estate  ?  I  have  heard  much 
regarding  them,  and  have  at  last  ascer- 
tained some  actual  facts.  This  estate  was 
one  of  the  lowest  rented  properties  in 
Ireland.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1881  the  rental  was 
£23,350;  it  is  now  £19,000— a  reduction 
of  only  16  per  cent.,  which  covers  volun- 
tary reductions  as  well  as  Land  Court 
reductions.  The  average  reduction 
throughout  Ireland  by  the  operation  of 
the  1881  Land  Act  and  the  fixing  of  fair 
rent  for  second  term  was  nearly  40  per 
cent.  This  is  taken  from  statistics 
published    by    the    Land    Commission. 
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On  thi.^  estate,  rents  being  low,  many 
tenants  declined,  and  many  still  decline, 
to  make  use  of  the  Land  Court.  In  1886 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  started  on 
this  estate.  A  great  number  of  tenants 
refused  to  pay  rent,  not  because  they 
could  not,  but  for  other  reasons.  Two 
hundred  were  evicted  for  non-payment 
of  rent  under  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
But  before  proceedings  were  taken, 
these  tenants  were  offered  20  per  cent, 
abatement  on  the  current  year, 
and  anyone  who  paid  one  half 
year's  rent  was  given  time.  Three 
hundred  tenants  on  the  estate  paid 
on  these  conditions  ;  sixty-three  evicted 
tenants  applied  for  reinstatement  and 
were  accepted,  and  140  refused  to  come 
in.  The  owner  naturally  had  to  look 
elsewhere  to  let  these  farms  and  he  let 
them  to  a  number  of  bona-Jide  agricul- 
tural tenants,  who  are  now  called  planters. 
A  sum  of  £2,000,  at  least,  was  expended 
by  the  owner,  and  the  new  or  planter 
tenants,  it  is  said,  spent  at  least  £2,000 
more  These  planter  tenants  for  many 
years  carried  on  their  business  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  and  good  relations 
existed  between  them  and  the  other 
tenants.     So  much  for  the  past. 

Let  us  now  come  to  the  present.  The 
evicted  tenants  question  was  dealt  with 
pretty  fully  in  the  Act  of  last  year  which 
is  now  upon  the  Statute-book.  It  became 
^aw  on  28th  August,  1907.  The  planter 
tenants  on  this  estate  were  singled  out 
by  agitators  and  boycotted.  The  shop- 
keepers,as  is  usual  in  some  parts  of  Ireland, 
refused  to  sell  them  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  the  labourers  were  circularised 
not  to  work  for  them.  Yet  we  were 
told  that  we  must  pass  that  Bill  in  order 
to  heal  differences  !  On  6th  October  a 
public  meeting  was  held  at  Portumna. 
The  chairman  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cor- 
coran, the  parish  priest,  and,  to  his  credit, 
he  deprecated  boycotting.  But,  not- 
withstanding that,  Mr.  John  Redmond, 
the  leader  of  the  Nationalist  Party,  spoke 
these  words — 

* '  I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  any  one  of 
them  (tlie  planters)  would  be  unwilling  to  go  ; 
and  if  tliere  is  found  anyone  who  is  not  to  ^o 
with  compensation,  that  fault  will  be  entirely 
with  the  people,  and  it  is  absurd  to  think 
there  can  be  any  peace  in  the  district.  I  am 
<iuite  sure  the  majority  of  them  will  agree  to 
go,  but  whether  they  agree  to  go  or  do  not 
agiee,  t)»ey  have  to  go,  and  if  they  do  not  go 
it  would  be  absurd  for  any  man  to  hope  that 
l>eace  could  be  maintained  in  that  district. 

The  Earljpf  Mayo. 


If  they  refuse  to  go,  here,  at  any  rate,  the 
land  war  will  go  on,  and,  indeed,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  ander  these  circnm- 
stances,  if  there  is  refaiial  on  their  part  peace 
in  this  district  would  be  a  disnonoar  to 
Ireland." 

That  is  taken  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Redmond's  speech  which  appeared  in  the 
Freeman's  Journal  on  7th  October  last 
year. 

Naturally,  after  this,  the  planter 
tenants  were  bullied  and  put  under 
pressure.  They  were  coerced  into 
giving  consent  to  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners to  quit  their  holdings ;  they  were 
strictly  boycotted  and  were  also  promised 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners  substantial 
sums  to  go.  Under  pressure  twenty-one 
signed  consent  to  go,  and  this  was  the 
real  cause  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Irish 
Courts.  On  6th  June  of  this  year  twenty- 
one  tenants  signed  saying  that  they 
withdrew  their  consent  to  go.  The  paper 
runs  thus — 

"  We  regret  that  some  of  as  last  year 
weakly  signed  papers  put  hastily  before  us 
and  under  pressure  of  a  threatened  impending 
boycot  and  -^  ith  promises  of  large  sums  as  pur- 
chase of  our  holdings.  We  declare  we  with- 
draw  such  agreements  and  refuse  to  break  np 
our  homes." 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  since 
then  six  or  more  of  these  twenty-one  ten- 
ants have  withdrawn  from  the  declaration. 
That  is  the  whole  story  of  thJb  Clanri- 
carde  estate.  I  am  not  going  to  make 
comment  upon  it  whatever.  I  leave  the 
House  to  draw  its  own  conclusions.  I 
ask  your  Lordships  whether  I  was  not 
right  when  I  said  that  this  measure  was 
an  instance  of  political  vituperation.  If 
there  is  anything  which  shows  what 
political  vituperation  in  Ireland  is,  it 
is  contained  in  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Redmond.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
crush  Lord  Clanricardo  and  to  hit  :tho86, 
planter  tenants  whom  Lord  RobertsonV 
I  Amendment  last  year  was  designed  to- 
protect.  They  are  hit  by  this  Bill 
through  the  owner  of  the  property. 

!  I  frankly  say  that  I  should  much  like 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill ;  but  I 
know  that  the  two  front  benches  aie 
against  me,  and  before  such  strength  and 
ability  I  must  b-iw.  Hut  I  would  submit 
to  your  Lordjr^hip-?  that,  while  nominaUy 
permissive,  this  Bill  will  subject  eveiy 
planter  tenant  to  irresistible  pressure  to 
sell  his  interest ;  it  will  result  in  evicted 
tenants    being    restored    as    purchaaezt 
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to  rented  land  at  prices  which  would 
certainly  be  set  up  as  the  standard  price 
which  the  owner  ought  to  accept  from  his 
other  tenants.  My  Lords,  I  think  we 
have  reached  the  ^*  last  phase,"  or  nearly 
the  last  phase,  of  the  agrarian  agitation 
and  its  attendant  troubles  in  Ireland. 
But  when  the  historian  sets  down  the  tale 
of  agrarian  agitation  and  agrarian  legis- 
lation in  that  country,  when  political 
rancour  has  been  forgotton,  has  passed 
away,  and  is  stilled,  what  must  he  say  of 
this  measure  ?  A  landlord,  a  member  of 
vour  Lordships'  House,  sought  to  protect 
nis  planter  tenants  and  his  own  interests. 
He  appealed  to  the  highest  Court  in  his 
own  country,  and  that  Court  granted 
his  appeal.  Thirteen  days  after  a  Bill 
was  iutroduced  to  reverse  that  decision, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  House  of 
Lords  passed  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  as  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  interested  myself  particularly  in 
the  question  which  we  are  debating, 
and  as  the  noble  Earl  who  leads  the 
House  referred  the  other  evening  very 
pointedly  to  some  observations  that  had 
fallen  from  me  last  year,  I  may,  perhaps, 
be  permitted,  before  the  discussion  goes 
further,  to  offer  your  Lordships  a  few 
observations  upon  the  Government  Bill. 
I  should  like,  in  the  first  place,  to 
make  this  preliminary  remark.  Let 
us  remember  that  we  are  not  to-night 
discussing  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act 
which  was  passed  last  year.  That 
Act  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land. 
We  accepted  it  with  great  reluctance. 
We  made  no  secret  of  our  objection  to 
the  principles  which  it  embodied,  but  we 
accepted  it,  to  the  best  of  my  belief, 
for  one  reason,  and  for  one  reason  only 
— because  His  Majesty's  Government 
represented  to  us  very  earnestly  indeed 
that,  in  their  view,  the  measure  formed 
an  integral  part  of  a  policy  of  pacification 
which  they  desired  to  bring  about  in 
Ireland,  and  that,  if  we  took  upon  our- 
selves to  reject  that  particular  item  in 
their  programme  of  pacification,  that 
programme  was  destined  to  failure. 

It  was  upon  those  representations,  and 
upon  the  strength  of  those  represen- 
tations only,  that  this  House  agreed  to 
pass  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill.  But  we 
made  one  important  Amendment  in  it. 


We  determined  that,  whatever  hard- 
ship might  arise  to  the  landlords, 
whatever  violation  of  principle  might  be 
involved  by  the  provisions  of  the  measure, 
we  would  make,  at  least,  an  effort  to 
protect  that  particular  class  of  tenant 
whom  we  have  always  described  as 
planter  tenants,  and  not  all  of  those 
tenants,*  but  only  such  of  them  as  were 
firmly  established  in  their  new  holdings, 
and  were  treating  their  land  in  accord- 
ance with  the  methods  of  good 
husbandry. 

The  only  question  really  before  us  to- 
night is,  I  conceive,  this — ^Did  we  by  the 
terms  of  our  Amendment  go  beyond  the 
necessities  of  the  case  and  beyond  the 
intentions  of  your  Lordships'  House  1 
Your  Lordships  are  aware  of  the  inter-  - 

S rotation  which  has  b^en  put  by  the  ; 
lourt  of  Appeal  upon  the  proviso  which  . 
we  inserted  in  subsection  3,  and,  of 
course,  I  assume — I  think,  indeed,  it  is 
obvious — that  the  interpretation  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  is  a  correct  interpretation. 
We  now  learn  accordingly  that  the  effect  of 
our  proviso  was  not  merely  to  protect  the 
tenant,  but  to  protect  the  holding  from 
the  operation  of  the  compulsory  powers 
which  the  Act  conferred.  The  result  of 
that  is  this,  that  the  Act  cannot  be  set  in 
motion  against  a  particular  holding  unless 
the  consent  not  only  of  the  tenant  but  of 
the  landlord  also  has  been  obtained.  The 
question  I  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  is 
this— Was  that  our  intention  when  we 
adopted  Lord  Robertson's  Amendment 
last  year  1  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
will,  I  daresay,  presently  tell  us  what 
his  own  view  was. 

For  myself  I  answer  unhesitatingly 
that  it  was  in  my  view  our  purpose  not  to 
protect  the  landlord,  but  to  protect  the 
tenant :  and  the  words  which  the  noble 
Earl  who  leads  the  House  quoted  the 
other  evening  are,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
conclusive  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  number 
of  planters  to  whom  the  proviso  would 
apply  was  a  comparatively  small  number, 
and  I  said  this — 

"  The  caretakern,  the  nondescripts,  the  birds 
of  passage,  will  not  be  protecteti  under  the 
terms  of  our  Amendment.  Then  there  are 
other  of  these  planter  tenants  who,  no  doubt, 
will  be  perfectly  willing  to  move  elsewhere 
under  the  liberal  inducements  which  are  to  be 
offered  to  them.  Tho«<e  men  are  willing  to  go 
and  need  not  be  considered. '' 
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I  could  not  have  expressed  my  own !  more  than  suspect — ^that  influences  of 
views  in  more  precise  language,  and  I  do  '  this  kind  have  been  at  work ;  but^  after 
not  think  at  the  time  I  was  challenged  !  all,  if  the  tenant  wants  to  go,  I  do  not 
bj  anj  of  those  who  were  listening  to  j  see  what  vou  have  to  gain  by  trying  to 
me.  I  force  him  to  stay.     I  am  almost  tHmptad 

Well,  my  Lords,  are  there  any  reasons  !  ^  suggest  that  a  tenant  mighty  in  a  case 
why  this  House  should  now  insist  upon  a   ^\  V^^  ?»'^^.  ^"^  *  ^«F7  simple   way 


view  which,   as  I    conceive,  woula    be 
entirely  different  from  the  view   which 


of  defeating  the  proviso  of  last  year.      1| 
pressure  had  been  put  upon  him  8U00(*8S- 


we  entertained  last  year  t  I  have  heard  1  ^^P/  »»^  he  really  wanted  to  accept  the 
it  Kid  that  it  is  a  grievous  injustice  to  I  ^'?^  ^^^^^  ^  ^»°?  ^  go  elsewhere,  he 
the  kndlords  of  these  planter   tenants  [  ™«^^  <^  ^  ^?*^!?!f  *^"    **»^   "»  ? 


that  they  should  be  liable  to  have  a 
planter  tenant  removed,  and  a  restored 
tenant  put  in  his  place,  and  put  there 
under  conditions  which  would  render  his 
position  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the 
ordinary  tenants  who  are  his  neighbours. 
That  is  perfectly  true ;  but  it  is  a 
^ievance  which  arises  under  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act.  It  is  a  grievance  which 
arises,  for  example,  in  the  very  much 
stronger  case  where  the  evicted  tenant  is 


proper    and    husbandlike    manner,    and 

[thereupon  at  once    his   holding    would 

cease  to  come  within  the  scope   of  the 

proviso. 

The  real  question  is,  do  the  tenants  in 
question,  whatever  their  inner  motives  may 
be,  want  to  give  up  their  farms  or  not  f 
As  to  that,  I  am  in  possession  of  a  piece 
of  evidence  which  I  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  lay  before  the  House.  I  have 
received  within  the  last  few  days  a  letter 


restored,  not  on  land  occupied  by  I  from  the  gentleman  to  whom  my  noble 
another  tenant,  but  where  he  is  replaced  •  friend  referred— the  Rev.  Mr.  Gorcoraa, 
ujion  a  farm  carved  out  of  the  un- '  of  Portumna,  county  Galway,  from  which 
tenanted  land  in  the  landlord's  own  I  should  like  to  read  a  few  words  to  the 
occupation — land  which  belongs  abao- :  House.  He  begins  by  saying — 
lutefy  to  the  landlord,  and  in  the  case  |  "  I  have  no  motive  in  the  matter  but  the 
of  which  he  holds  not  only  the  interest  of  |  peace  of  the  district,  which  is  more  or  lew. 
the  landlord  but  the  interest  of  the  tenant    ^Vsturbea  for  the  Ia»t  twenty  years  owing  t9 


alHO.  I  say  that  if  we  have  swallowed 
such  a  camel  as  that  I  do  not  see  bow  we 
can  strain  at  the  gnat  which  is  embodied 
in  the  Bill  on  the  I'able. 

Then  with  regard  to  the  hardship 
which  the  Bill  might  occasion  to  the 
tenants.  My  noble  friend  who  sjioke 
just  now  with  much  earnestnebs  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Bill  ix)inted  out  that 
many  of  these  tenants,  although  they 
might  profe-js  readiness  to  go  elsewhere,, 
would  really  not  be  completely  free 
agents  in  the  matter.  lie  pointed  out 
tliat  bribery  and  intimidation  would 
probably  be  used  without  scruple,  and 
that  men  who  were  subject  to  such 
influences  required  that  additional  support 
which  they  might  expect  from  the 
concurrence  of  the  landlord.  But,  my 
lx)r(i8,  although  I  am  quite  sure  that  my 
noble  friend  is  right  when  ho  tells  the 
House  that  these  men  will  be  subjected 
to  great  pressure  of  different  kinds,  I  do 
not  see  how  this  House  can  take 
upon  itself  to  go  into  the  motives 
by  which  the  tenant  is  inspired  when 
he  gives  his  consent  to  the  process  of 
removal.     You   may  suspect — you    may 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 


the  unfortunate  evictions  on  the  al>ove  estate, 
but  now  [  hope  there  are  8ign»  of  ptwce  ana 
that  the  Estates  ConimiBsioners  will  be  enaUed 
to  carry  out  their  arrangements.  All  Xkm  ■ 
planters  are  willing  to  go  ;  in  a  couple  gf  cases 
it  is  only  a  matter  of  compensation  "— 

He  means  it  is  only  a  question  of  thft  ^ 
amount  of  compensation  they  mQ  . 
receive — 

"  I  appeal,  then,  to  your  Lordship  as  «  priest 
and  a  lover  of  peace  to  do  all  in  your  power  to 
end  this  crying  grievance  by  restorinc:  the 
evicted  tenants  ^thout  any  hardship  er 
injustice  to  landlord,  tenant,  or  planter.  The 
few  letters  attached  show  it  is  only  a  matter  - 
of  compensation  with  the  planters.  Andt  as 
your  Lordship  knows,  the  matter  would  be 
settled  long  since  if  the  landlord  consented." ' 

He  encloses  with  this  letter  a  memorial 
addressed  to  myself,  which  runs  as. 
follows — 

"  We,  the  undersigned  new  tenants  on  the. 
Clanricarde  Estate,  county  Galway,  do  most 
respectfully  ask  Lord  Lansdowne  to  use  his 
great     influence    in    passing   into    law    the 
amending  clause  to  the  Enoted  Tenants  BUI' ' 
intioduced  hy  Lord  Crewe  into  the  Hooae  ol 
Lords,  and  thus  enable  us  to  carry  oat  <mr' 
arrangements  with  the  Estates  CoramissioiMn^ 
viz.,  to  take  reasonable  compensation  or  fanqa. 
of  land  elsewhere  as  good  as  what  we  now 
hold.    We  wish  to  add  that  in  making  ♦•—-^  -* 
arrangements  we  were  entirely  free." 
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Here  follow  sixteen  signatures,  and  the 
petition  concludes  with  the  postcript — 

'*  The  above  represent  practically  all  the 
planter  tenants.  A  few  others  werer  to  call 
4ind  sign,  but  time  presses." 

The  document  is  dated  June  12th,  and  it 
is,  therefore,  I  conceive,  the  most  recent 
<iocument  of  the  series,  because  I  have  no 
doubt  my  noble  friend  was  right  in  saying 
that  these  unfortunate  people  have  hesi- 
tated a  good  deal,  and  perhaps  have,  in 
«ome  cases,  changed  their  mind  more 
than  once.  That  seems  to  be  really  the 
case  for  the  Government  Bill,  and  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  case  which  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House  should  not  be  well 
^vised  to  withstand. 

I  will  only  notice  one  other  argument, 
and  I  thmk  it  was  used  also  by  my  noble 
friead  behind  me.  What  he  suggested 
to  your  Lordships  was  something  of  this 
kind — that  there  had  been  a  kind  of  com- 
pact over  this  matter,  and  that  because 
the  Nationalist  Party  had  disregarded 
the  terms  of  that  compact  and  had  not 
allowed  bygones  to  be  bygones,  but  had 
threatened  and  intimidated  these  par- 
ticular farmers,  we  were  therefore  free 
to  reconsider  our  position  and  to  deal 
with  it  in  a  spirit  different  from  that 
in  which  we  might  have  approached  it 
last  year.  All  that  I  can  say  in  regard  to 
that  is  that  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  this 
House  were  to  deal  Mrith  a  proposal  of 
this  kind  in  a  spirit  of  retaliation.  If  it 
is  true,  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  true,  that 
the  other  side  have  not  fulfilled  the 
undertaking  they  gave  to  the  public 
that  bygones  should  be  bygones,  I  trust 
that,  at  any  rate,  the  House  of  Lords  will 
scrupulously  fulfil  the  arrangement  to 
which  it  was  a  party  last  year,  and  for 
these  reasons  I  shall  give  my  support  to 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  BilL 

♦Lord  CLONBROCK  :  Mv  Lords,  there 
is  no  doubt,  as  the  noble  Marquess  has 
^d,  that  the  Amendment  which  your 
Lordships  inserted  in  the  £vioted  Tenants 
Bill  last  year,  on  the  Motion  of  Lord 
Eobertson,  was  intended  solely  for  the 
protection  of  the  planter  who  was  a 
hona-fide  farmer,  and  who  wished  to 
remain  on  the  land,  and  that  those  who 
were  prepared  to  accept  the  inducements 
offered,  and  leave,  need  not  be  considered, 
JL9  it  might  be  assumed  they  were 
going  willingly.     Later  on  in  the  year  it 


was  remarked  to  me  from  several  quarters 
that  we  had  omitted  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  existing  state  of  the 
country,  and  that  the  agitation  which 
was  then  advancing,  owins  to  the  very 
feeble  efforts  made  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  check  it,  was  making 
such  headway  that  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly doubtful  whether  anyone  giving 
up  his  land  was  doing  so  of  his  own  free 
will.  Now,  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  free 
will  has  entirely  ceased  to  exist  as 
regards  anything  connected  with  land. 
A  man  cannot  buy  or  sell,  let  or  hire, 
according  to  his  own  free  will ;  he  must 
follow  the  dictates  of  the  party  of 
agitation.  Therefore  it  is  idle  to  attach 
any  importance  to  the  stipulation  in  this 
i  Bill  with  regard  to  the  written  consent 
I  of  the  tenant.  A  written  consent  is 
I  worth  absolutely  nothing  if  it  is  given  b^ 
a  man  with  a  pistol  at  his  head ;  and  this 
I  is  not  a  mere  figure  of  speech,  it  may 
I  represent  an  actual  fact.  That  extreme 
pressure  will  be  exercised  is,  I  think, 
clear  from  the  words  used  by  Mr. 
Redmond  at  Portumna,  when  he  said 
that  peace  in  that  district  would  be  a 
dishonour  to  Ireland.  I  dislike  the  Bill, 
just  as  I  objected  strongly  to  the  Act  of 
la^t  year,  for  I  regard  it  as  not  only 
'  unjust  to  the  landlord,  but  opposed  to 
all  principles  of  public  morality  that  a 
man  who  has  joined  an  illegal  and 
immoral  conspiracy,  and  lost  his  farm  In 
consequence,  should  not  only  be  reinstated 
in  it  but  placed  in  a  more  favourable 
position  than  he  formerly  occupied.  For 
the  purchase  instalment  which  he  will 
have  to  pay  is  less  than  his  former  rent. 
But  the  principle  was  accepted  last  year 
by  your  Lordships'  House  and  there  is  no 
question,  therefore,  of  opposing  the 
Second  Beading.  I  hope,  however,  that 
some  Amendment  will  be  introduced  in 
I  Committee  to  make  sure  that  the  written 
consent  of  the  tenant  is  not  an  idle  form. 


♦Lord  ROBERTSON  :  My  Lords,  as  I 
took  some  part  in  the  debate  last  year, 
it  may  be  right  that  I  should  say  a  few 
words.  I  have  examined  this  Bill  in  a 
critical,  and,  perhaps  I  may  say,  a 
sceptical  spirit,  and  having  done  so,  [  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  not  merely 
consistent  with  what  was  done  last  year, 
but  it  carries  out  what  was  done  last 
year.  Therefore  I  add  my  advice  to  my 
noble  friends  from  Ireland,  with  whose 
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to  whom— did  not  allow  all  the  Judges 
of  the  King's  Bench  Division  to  be  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal.  I  do 
not  know,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  inquire, 
what  the  reasons  for  that  restriction  were. 
Since  then  a  Committee  has  been  sitting 
At  the  instance  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack,  and  has  resulted 
in  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench  Division 
devising  a  circuit  scheme  which  will 
enable  ten  Judges  to  be  continuously  in 
l4pndon.  The  matter  is  difficult  to 
arrange,  but  I  hope  the  scheme  will  work. 
It  will  come  into  operation  on  12th 
October.  Li  consequence,  the  (U  fl&culty  of 
pro vidin  o "  i  h  Court  of  Criminal  App  »al 
will  be  accentuated.  The  new  circuit 
ficheme  coulu  not  be  worked  if  the  number 
■<»f  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal 
is  limited  to  eight  besides  myself.  I, 
therefore,  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  ask  your  Lordships  to  increase  the 
number  of  Judges  of  that  Court.  I  see 
110  reason  for  drawing  any  distinction 
in  the  matter,  and,  therefore,  the  first 
clause  in  this  Bill  provides  that  all  the 
Judges  of  the  King's  Bench  Division 
fihall  be  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal.  Of  course,  the  selection  of  the 
Judges  who  are  to  sit  in  the  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal  must  rest  with  the  Lord 
Ohief  Justice  for  the  time  being.  The 
responsibility  is,  and  must  be,  his.  I 
think  I  have  given  sufficient  justification 
for  the  first  clause  in  the  BilL 


By  the  second  section  of  the  Act  of 
last  year  rlie  registrar  is  chosen  from 
one  of  the  M^isters  of  the  King's  Bench 
Division.  At  the  present  time  the  work 
is  being  admirably  done  by  the  Master 
of  the  Crown  Office,  but  there  is  no 
H'.hoice,  if  it  became  necessary  to  appoint 
a  new  registrar,  outside  the  ranks  of 
the  Masters  of  the  King's  Bench  Division. 
I  have  received  a  memorial  from  the 
Masters  as  to  the  impossibility  of  their 
<loing  this  additional  work.  That,  how- 
t»ver,  is  nut  my  real  reason  for  dealing- 
with  this  matter,  because,  of  course, 
they  must  do  the  work  if  it  is  put  upon 
them.  My  real  reason  is  that  I  think 
it  is  iiiost  important  that  the  registrar 
^should  be  a  man  skilled  in  criminal 
law.  The  Bill  therefore  proposes,  in 
Clause  2,  subsection  (1),  to  give  power 
to  appoint,   in  the  case   of  any   future 

Lord  Alveraiane, 


(Am&BimMU)  BOl.  90 

ippointment,  a  barrister  vened  in  tk. 

criminal  law. 

Subsection  (2)  of  Clause  2  iavolvei 
no  principle  at  all.  It  is  tihat  a  deputr 
registrar  should  be  appointed.  At  pment 
no  deputy  re«^trar  is  authorised  by  tk 
Statute.  Work  arising  under  the  Act 
will  have  to  be  done  in  the  long  vacatun, 
and  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  ttutt 
there  should  be  someone  in  the  office 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  xc^tw.: 
The  Lord  Chancellor  has  already  ap- 
pointed the  staff,  and  it  includes  a 
gentleman  who  has  the  qualification  ot 
a  practising  barrister  of  not  less  thu 
seven  years  standing,  and  who  is  qoita 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties.  AB 
[  desire  under  this  subsection  ia  to  gin 
power  for  a  member  of  the  stafE  alresdy 
appointed  to  be  iillowed  to  act  as  assistaat 
registrar.  My  o:ily  aim  and  ol^ 
in  bringing  the  Bill  forward  is  to  mab- 
the  body,  both  judicial  and  adminisMi*. 
;ive,  that  has  to  deal  with  this  Act  ai" 
efficient  as  it  can  be  made. 

Moved,  "  Thur  the  Bill  be  now.  xesd 
2*."— (Lord  Alvrstone.) 


The    lord    CHANCELLOR    <Loid 

Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  I  desire  to  deal 
quite  shortly  with  the  subject  of  (k. 
Second  Reading  nf  this  Bill.     The  Howft- 
will  remember  tb^t  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Act  had  its  oridn  in  this  House  in  thi^ 
year  1906.    Th»>  following  year  it  WM. 
p:tssed  by  the  House  of  Commona  and 
became  law,  the  proposals  being  some-  • 
what  varied  in  the  second  Bill  from  what 
they  were  in  th**  first.     In  fact,  I  do  not . 
think   the   diftcrences   of  opinion    wm' 
altogether  coterminous  with     arty  eon-.'. 
nections  ;    but  there  were  diff irences  of 
opinion,  and  they  ultimately  resulted  is " 
a  compromise.    I  have  no  wish  to  ofier 
any  objection  to  the  Bill  submitted  tb" 
your  Lordships  to-day  by  the  Lord  Chwf ' 
Justice,    although,    of   course,    when  it.^' 
reaches  the  House  of  Commons,  it  may/' 
if  it  can  be  considered,  encounter  tUf 
same  various  currents  of  opinion  as  .tlu^.* 
Bill  of  last  }ear  and  which  resulted,  in 
the    compromise    now   on  the  Statute* 
book. 

I  would  remind  the  House  that  thSii 
proposal  thnt  all  the  Judges  of  the  Xing's-i! 
Bench  Division  should  be  Judges  of  iht 
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Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  was  contained 
in  my  original  Bill  in  1906,  but  the  House 
of  Commons  for  reasons  which  we  need 
not  speculate  upon,  objected  to  all  the 
Judges  being  members  of  this  Court. 
If  they  change  their  view,  I  shall  not  in 
the  least  deprecate  the  change.  With 
regard  to  future  appointments  to  the 
office  of  registrar,  I  will  only  siy  that 
there  is  now  a  very  competent  registrar, 
who,  I  hope,  will  perform  the  work  for 
many  years  to  come.  With  regard  to  my 
noble  and  learned  friend's  third  proposal, 
the  Act  says  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  the  Treasury  may  provide  such  assis- 
tince  as  is  required.  I  have  provided 
all  the  assistance  that  has  been  necessary 
up  to  the  present,  and  whatever  further  is 
required  I  am  prepared,  of  course,  to 
provide.  I  think,  however,  that  it  is 
very  likely  that  the  House  of  Commons 
will  be  of  opinion  that  if  any  fresh  ap- 
pointments are  made  they  ought  to  be 
made  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury 
and  on  the  responsibility  of  a  Minister 
answerable  to  Parliament. 

For  my  own  p.rt  I  should  be  most 
h-^ppy  to  be  dives^^d  of  any  pitronage 
attaching  to  my  office.  I  find  it  by  no 
means  the  most  agreeable  portion  of 
my  duties.  But  experience  has  shown  it 
to  be  right  that  those  in  whom  the  ap- 
pointment resides  ought  t6  be  persons  in 
rt  Ministerial  position  responsible  to 
Parliament.  Accordingly  I  suspect  that 
objections  will  be  raised  to  my  noble  and 
learned  friend's  proposal.  At  the  same 
time,  I  desire  to  recognise  the  anxiety  of 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  to  make  the 
Act  work  well,  and  I  should  regard  my- 
self as  most  ungrateful  if  I  endeavoured 
to  put  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  any  pro- 
posals my  noble  and  learned  friend  made. 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD  :  My 
Lords,  although  there  is  likely  to  be  no 
opposition  to  this  Bill  I  would  like  to  say 
a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal.  My 
noble  and  learned  friend  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  has  said  that  the  time  has  scarcely 
come  for  judging  of  the  working  of  the 
Act,  as  only  a  few  months  have  elapsed 
since  it  came  into  operation.  I  think, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  sufficient  time  has 
elapeed  to  allow  of  our  taking  stock  of  the 
working  of  this  Act. 
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When,  some  forty  years  ago,  I  made 
proposals  in  the  hope  of  obtaimng  a  Court 
of  Criminal  Appeal  it  was  prophesied 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  create  and 
maintain  such  a  Court  in  this  country, 
that  there  would  be  a  glut  of  appeals,' 
that  many  Judges  would  have  to  be 
appointed  to  administer  it,  that  it  would  ' 
frustrate  rather  than  support  the  acquittal 
of  innocent  people,  and  that  nothing  but 
evil  would  result.  Such  prophecies  were 
Uttered  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
they  were  even  uttered  by  Judges  on  the 
Bench.  I  now  claim,  as  one  who  has 
always  had  the  establishment  of  a  Court 
of  Criniinal  Appeal  at  heart,  tlhat  the 
experience  we  have  had  of  its  working 
has  proved  all  those  prophecies  to  be 
unsound.  In  the  first  place,  the  Act  was 
drawn  with  singular  wisdom  and  modera- 
tion in  respect  of  all  matters  to  which  it 
referred. 

I  think  the  country  is  much  indebted 
to  my  noble  and  learned  friend  on  the 
Woolsack  for  the  part  he  has  taken  in 
devising  and  passing  so  complete  an  Act. 
My  noble  and  learned  friend  has  in  this  . 
instance  given  proof  of  the  great  advan- 
tage in  the  administration  of  the  law 
which  is  being  derived  from  his  occupying 
his  present  high  position,  and  how 
important  it  is  to  the  public  that  he 
should  continue  to  occupy  that  position. 
I  give  that  praise  because  I  thmk  it  is 
especially  due.  The  Act  has,  with  the  ' 
able  assistance  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
been  wisely  administered,  and  the  Judges 
have  set  themselves  anxiously  to  the 
work  cast  upon  them.  They  have  dis- 
couraged appeals  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  made  ;  they  have  shown  that 
an  appellant  may  have  something  to  lose 
as  well  as  something  to  gain,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  that  there  has  not 
arisen  any  approach  to  a  stoppage  in  the 
administration  of  justice  in  consequence 
of  these  appeals.  There  has  been,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  certain  knowledge  con- 
veyed to  the  public  that  justice  will  be 
truly  administered  in  this  country,  and 
that  for  the  future  there  is  no  fear  of  aa 
innocent  man  receiving  punishment.    ^ 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2^,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next^^ 


4V  5i?  11 

aui/L  is.  ^i^sific. 

'>f  iriddk  k 

4    MET  than  dwi'  Jodiemf   C« 

ai      Mvne  4»»  im^ 

d     ribntion.       (4>  Tk 

jniaia&toed  2{  per  cent. 

51jit    Kar    was    £28^1.MJ^     (^t  1 

amoiint  piodnced  in  cask   £34jM3J 


My  l//f4jt,  I  DyMT;  ;/,  a^r^/iaKvu^;  w-jna,  toi^ 
f aji«ff;  t//  a«k  Hit  Kayi^jsrtr^t  <>yT*!r*:2uai.i: 

Imh  ImiA  Piif/;baM;  VntA  ^  *k  ZUt 
May,  t^jtpi:  (I,  WtM  wa*  xi^  u^ui 
Mttstuiti  M  i\$^,  af/|>li/:4(t<//ra  f/yr  advaA/t^^ 
a#*/l  //I,,W  i:U^nut  ap^/n  tlw:  fvid,  ^2. 
If//w  rrifi/;b  iiJid  \ft!^t  paid  //itt  />(  th^ 
Kfi/</l  ;  ^/x;  /rify#  th^  ^lank  t/>  await 
vhtintti(  of  titl#?,  #dUr, ;    (6;  fnty/  tfi^  I^nd 

WiniruiM  I^#ard,  {*A)  How  rrrn/rK  ha/1 
b<*^ri  ttll/w!ftli'd  and  diAtrihut^i  to  th^ 
fmrfj^H    i?fititli;/i    Ui    Tfic^'iva    nuntfi,      I 

(l<iMini  Ui  fiirth<9r  a^k  Hih  Maj>f»ty'A  i  (6;  The  amoant  of  stock 
(ioviirnrrmnt :  (4)  What  wa<i  the  amount  |  Land  Purchase  Aid  Fund  w»a  ft.gjj 
of  f(iuiriint(M;(I  2}  pnr  cent.  ftt/>ck  lA^ue/l  eqaivalent  to  £2,332,760  easli.  (T)  S 
ijnH<ir  tho  TriHh  Land  Act,  1903,  down  {  18th  Maj.the  cash  required  for  wJtm 
to  IMnt  May,   1908.     (5)  What  wax  the  I  has  been  supplied  by  tempcnmiT' Wa 

iiniount  of  the  cawh  obtained  for  name.  ( ings   from   the    Coi ''— *— 

(fl)  What  wiiH  the  amount  of  Much  hUhIc 
and  cunh  reHpectively  allotf^^l  to  the 
Land  PurchaMo  Aid  ('*  lionuN  **)  Fund. 
(7)  WImt  wan  the  uuioiint  Ktandin^  to 
credit  of  the  Irinh  I^and  l*iirchaf!e  Fund 
at  «HjHt  May,  1908,  and  available  fowardn 
meeting  outHtanding  and  future  apjdi- 
cationH  for  advancen  and  other  claimM 
upon  the  fund.  (8)  Doen  the  fit/ure  of 
£17ft,45(),  in  paragranh  ift  of  the  Hoport 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  of  the 
Treanury  |(M.  4(Mm.|.  include  the  eKti- 
mated  cont  of  adminintniiiiK  the  Irinh 
••  Fair  Kent"  Actw  m  1907  1908;  if 
m»t.  how  much  nhould  be  added  tt»  the 
eMtinmte  to  inclmh^  the  cont  <»f  utlminis- 
tei'ing  those  Acts. 

LoKO  DKNMAN  :  My  Lonk  I  nin 
give  the  noble  Karl  numt,  if  not  all,  of 
the  information  he  deniivH  up  to  M»t 
May,  l*»H>8.  The  anH\ver»  to  hi*  Qiu^Htion* 
art^  {{)  The  anu>unt  of  application» 
for  advaucoH  and  the  eHtinmtoil  amounts 
n^iuiivd  for  the  pun'ha»o  i»f  es^tatoi^  and 
land  wort'^  alti>*;ether  Ar>2jr.\tUUK  (2) 
[ii)  The  total  amount,  in  nvH^nvt  of  ad- 
vances nuulo  by  the  Kstatoji  Oom- 
uuHA\oners»  |U4id  out  of  the  fuml  into 
l^uk  to  awiut  distributioi\  by  a  ,hulicial 
iVumujisioner  ^clearin^  of  title)  w»» 
nU4i^.:J^:  ;  i^>  the  amount  paid  under 
S^Htuui  :  of  the  Act  of  19W  iuto  the 
l«aud    Jml^*'*    iVurt     was    £972.422; 


reduction  of  the  National  Debt  1 
time  to  time  as  the  money  ia 
On  3l8t  Uay  the  amotint  thna  ~ 
for  the  Land  Purchase  Fond 
to  £240,000.  (8)  The  figure  £175, 
quoted  from  Paragraph  45  of  the  C 
mitteo*s  Keport,  is  the  total  estiii 
coHt  of  the  Land  Commission  fioc 
year  1907-1908  (less  the  charge  for  b 
and  the  extra  receipts),  and  tkev 
includoB  the  estimated  cost  of  admini 
ing  the  Fair  Rent  Acts.  I  hope 
giveH  the  noble  Earl  most  of  the  info 
tion  he  requires. 

Thr  Karl  of  DONOUQHMORB 
am  very  much  obliged  to  the  noble  1 
and  1  wish  to  thank  him  and  the 
Oftice  for  the  trt>uble  they  have  t 
in  getting  out  the  figures  so  ezpeditic 


lAH  Al.  TAXATION. 
Order  of  the  Day  W{ul  for 
the  debate  on  the  Motion  of 
Earl  of  Onslow  for  Pa|vr*  respectini 
additional  dutuvs  imiXHkHl  bv  ParHa! 
during  t^vnt  year*  ujhmi  focal  ant 
ties,  and  to  the  incr^a^nnl  burdens  t 
by  thrown  upon  urban  aud  rural 
and  upon  the  meuilvw  aud  offida 
county  and  other  v\>uucib« 
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♦The  chancellor  of  the  DUCHY 
OF  LANCASTER  (Viscount  Wolver- 
HAMPTON) :  My  Lords,  I  think  that  every- 
one who  has  taken  any  interest  in  our  local 
taxation  must  feel  indebted  to  the  noble 
Earl  the  Lord  Chairman  for  having  brought 
this  matter  before  your  Lordship's  House 
and  in  that  way  before  the  public.  The 
present  state  of  the  relations  between  Im- 
perial and  local  taxation  I  think  may  be  de- 
scribed as  chaotic.  From  time  to  time 
emergencies  have  arisen  in  the  administra- 
tion of  local  afiairs,  and,  no  system  having 
been  laid  down  or  pursued  in  regard  to 
local  rating,  local  expenditure  methods 
have  grown  up  which  are  illogical  and 
extravagant. 

Twelve  years  ago  the  Government  of 
the  day  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
time  had  arrived  for  a  complete  investi- 
gation of  the  whole  question  of  local 
expenditure  and  its  relation  to  Imperial 
contributions  to  be  undertaken  by  a  Royal 
Commission.  That  Commission  was 
selected  with  judgment  and  wisdom. 
I  do  not  thiii  it  would  have  been 
possible  for  a  Commission  to  have 
been  constituted,  at  all  events  in  the  then 
condition  of  public  business,  more  com- 
petent to  investigate  thoroughly  the  whole 
question  of  local  taxation  and  the  best 
method  of  dealing  with  it.  As  your 
Lordships  have  been  reminded,  the 
Commission  was  placed  under  the  able 
and  competent  chairmanship  of  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  ; 
and  that  Conmiission,  having  sat  for  five 
years  and  made  an  exhaustive  survey 
of  the  whole  field  of  local  administration 
and  taxation,  presented  in  1901  a  Report 
— in  its  main  points  a  unanimous  Report 
— distinguished  by  the  fairness  and  justice 
with  which  it  dealt  with  a  question  full 
of  difficulties  and  complications. 

Now  in  1908  the  question  has  been 
again  raised.  The  noble  Viscount  opposite, 
Lord  St.  Aldwyn,  referred  to  the  diffi- 
culties which  necessarily  surrounded  the 
late  Government  in  regard  to  finance, 
and  said  they  did  not  feel  justified  in 
<iealing  with  the  matter  in  the  interval 
which  ensued  between  the  presentation  of 
the  Report  and  the  time  when  they  left 
office.  I  cannot  pass  from  that  Report 
without  remarking  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Report  of  this  Commission  will 
remain   a   permanent   evidence   of   the 


extraordinary  ability  of  the  permanent 
civil  servants  of  the  Crown.  The  Report 
prepared  by  Sir  George  Murray  and  Sir 
Edward  Hamilton  is  one  of  the  most 
statesmanlike  and  judicial  documents 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  read ;  and  no 
doubt  whenever  Government  comes  to 
deal  with  the  subject  they  will  attach 
great  value  to  their  recommendations  as 
well  as  to  those  of  other  Members  of  that 
Commission.  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission, I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  almost 
passed  away  from  public  attention.  As 
is  the  case  with  too  many  Royal  Commis- 
sions, the  hard  work  of  these  gentlemen 
is^  interred  in  a  huge  volume  of  evidence 
of  which  the  value  is  soon  forgotten. 

The  Lord  Chairman  did  good  service 
by  calling  attention  to  the  subject  once 
more.  Local  rates  have  increased,  and 
are  increasing.  It  is  impossible  for  any- 
one to  say  that  there  is  any  sign  of 
reduction  in  local  expenditure.  Viscount 
St.  Aldwyn  has  suggested  that  the  system 
of  old-age  pensions  which  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment  propose  to  establish  will  tend 
to  relieve  the  poor  rate.  I  wish  I  could 
express  my  concurrence  in  that  view. 
No  doubt  some  alleviation  will  result, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  will  not 
be  counterbalanced  by  the  additional 
expenditure  which  I  see  no  chance  of 
preventing.  There  are  certain  phrases 
at  the  present  time  about  social 
reform,  but  it  is  inevitable  that  the  ex- 
penditure to  be  met  of  a  local  character 
must  increase  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation ;  and  the  point  to  which  your 
Lordships'  attention  has  been  called  is 
whether  the  means  of  raising  the  funds 
which  are  necessary  to  meet  that  ex- 
penditure are  proper  and  fair  to  all 
parties — whether  the  proper  proportion 
is  preserved  between  national  and  local 
services,  and  whether  it  is  just  that  the 
burden  of  many  services  which  are 
purely  national  should  fall  to  the 
i  extent  that  it  does  upon  the  local  author- 
j  ity.  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
many  of  hese  burdens  are  not  the 
'  result  of  any  action  on  the  part  of  the 
local  authority,  but  are  the  outcome  of 
the  enactments  of  Parliament. 

There  is  another  question,  to  which  I 
attach  even  greater  importance — the 
serious  addition  made  in  the  local  debt, 
the  total  of  which  at  the  present  time  is. 
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in  round  figures,  £470,000,000.  It  is 
not  very  mucli  beliind  the  National 
Debt.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a 
large  proportion  of  that  debt  is  what  the 
late  Lord  Goschen  called  a  remunerative 
investment;  and,  although  all  councils 
have  made  mistakes — I  believe  that  all 
Parliaments  have  made  mistakes  from 
time  to  time—  on  the  whole  the  expendi- 
ture, vast  as  it  has  been,  is  to  a  con- 
sideral  Ae  extent  remunerative.  My  noble 
friend  Lord  Onslow  seemed  to  think  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  did  not 
defend  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers.  I 
most  respectfully  difEer  from  him  in  that 
opinion.  The  late  Mr.  Gladstone  laid  it 
down  again  and  again  that  one  of  the 
main  duties  of  that  Department  was  to 
protect  the  ratepayers  of  the  future. 
Parliament  is  too  ready  to  authorise 
and  facilitate  future  expenditure  for 
which  it  has  not  got  to  find  the  necessary 
money.  I  suggest  that  Parliament  should 
discourage  as  far  as  possible  the  practice 
which  local  authorities  are  inclined  to 
adopt  of  asking  for  legislation  when  they 
ought  to  obtain  the  powers  which  they 
desire  by  provisional  orders.  By  the 
latter  method  great  expense  would  be 
saved,  and  the  necessary  cc^ntrol  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  would  be 
secured. 

I  do  not  propc^so  to  submit  any 
supjrostion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this 
question  should  bo  (It-alt  with  now.  I 
quite  ajrreo  with  tlu^  uohh  Earl  the 
Lord  rh:iirnian  as  to  tho  desirability 
of  the  Report  which  Lord  CTOschen  made 
in  1871,  and  which  I  took  up  and  carried 
on  in  1893,  beiui^  brought  more  up-to-ilato. 
There  has  been  a  gn*.at  change  in  IcH'.al 
administration,  there  has  been  a  fuller 
development  of  local  government,  and 
there  has  been  a  more  (•tnn])lete  testing 
of  the  working  of  the  late  Lord  Ritchie's 
great  Act  of  1888  ;  and  1  think  wo  could 
now  have  the  facts  set  out  in  a  more 
condensed  and  rea<lable  form  than  was 
the  case  in  the  Reports  prepared  by 
Lord  Goschen  and  myself. 

I  desire  to  make  one  remark  ^^ith 
reference  to  the  injustice  of  the  present 
system  of  local  taxation.  In  your  Lonl- 
ships'  House,  and  by  a  large  section  of 
the  other  House,  the  question  is  often 
looked  at  too  exclusively  perhaps  from 
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the  agricultural  point  of  view.  I  qnte 
admit  that  there  is  a  strong  oaae  ia 
regard  to  the  taxation  of  land,  at  il 
events  in  the  case  of  the  farmer,  ik 
often  has  to  pay  Ii'^avy  rates  on  themit, 
which  is  reaUy  part  of  the  capital  vitt 
which  he  carries  on  his  business.  Battle 
s^  me  grievance  exists  in  urban  taxatkn. 
The  shopkeeper,  the  man  who  is  engagn 
in  any  large  mercantile  or  manufactomg 
pursuit,  is  obliged  to  pay  a  lup 
rent  in  order  to  carry  on  his  bui- 
ness,  and  he  is  rated  on  that.  Bot 
the  merchant,  who  is  perhaps  making 
much  greater  profits  than  either  the 
farmer  or  the  tradesman,  is  exempt 
from  local  taxation  altogether,  except, 
perhaps,  in  respect  of  the  bare  rent  oi 
the  ofHce  or  warehouse  in  which  he  csni» 
on  his  business.  The  grievance,  whidi 
is  confined  to  no  one  class,  but  extends 
through  the  whole  of  our  local  taxation 
system,  is  that  the  producer,  the  manu- 
facturer, is  really  taxed  on  a  large  portion 
of  his  capital  as  if  that  capital  were  sll 
income. 

There  is  a  very  strong  case,  too,  of 
extravagance  on  the  part  of  local  autho^ 
ities  where  they  do  not  find  the  moner 
themselves.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  18 
a  danger,  if  any  change  is  made  in  the 
direction  of  granting  more  public  moner 
to  hx'-al  authorities,  of  extravagance, 
tln^ujrh  that  might  "cossibly  be  guarded 
against  by  the  strict  sup3rvision  of  the 
central  authority.  It  is  impossible  to 
make  any  reform  in  local  taxation  anle» 
we  h»V(»  a  new  and  uniform  system  of 
valuation.  The  difierence  between  what 
is  called  the  gross  rental  and  the  assess- 
able value  as  it  stands  at  present  i» 
very  considerable.  I  think  the  gross 
rental  is  about  250  millior.s,  while  tl» 
j>ssessablf  is  about  46  millions  less. 
The  system  is  indefensible  because  wft 
have  no  system  at  all.  I  hold  that  there 
should  be  but  one  assessable  value  for 
.'11  t.ixtion —th.it  the  valuation  for  the 
income-tax  aiul  evi-ry  other  tax  which  is 
basiul  on  pro])ertv  should  be  uniform, 
and  as  n«»ar  as  possible  to  the  actus! 
figures  of  tho  I'ase.  The  GovemmeDt 
have  (leelareil  their  intention  of  dealing 
with  the  tjuestion  next  year,  and  it  it 
time  that  a  (<overnment  did  deal  wi^^ 
wh'^t  has  been  ;\  prt^ssing  denaani^  ^^^ 
manv  vears. 


19 


Local 


{25  June  1908} 


Taxation. 


SO 


Tlie  keystone  of  the  whole  position 
8  a  reform  of  the  Poor  Law.  The 
)re8eiit  Poor  Law  system  is  utterly 
mt  of  date,  and  until  it  has  been  dealt 
¥ith  and  placed  upon  proper  and  wise 
3rinciples  we  cannot  rely  upon  any  satis- 
[actory  dealing  with  the  question  of  local 
administration  and  local  taxation.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  pledged  himself  to 
that,  and  he  has  promised  that  one  of  the 
^t  questions  that  will  be  taken  in 
liand  will  be  the  relations  between  local 
ind  Imperial  taxation.  I  recognise  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  Parliament,  so  far  as 
local  taxation  is  concerned,  to  remove 
the  present  crying  grievance,  of  which 
all  parties  and  all  classes  justly  complain. 

Lord  BELPER:  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  desirable  that  this  debate 
should  close  without  some  expression 
of  opinion  on  behalf  of  the  county 
councils,  who  are  deeply  interested  in 
the  question  of  the  great  increase  that 
has  been  placed  upon  the  rates  by  the 
large  number  of  measures  which  have 
been  entrusted  to  them  to  administer. 
Let  mo  say  at  once  that  I  lay  much 
greater  stress  on  what  I  may  call  the 
second  part  of  Lord  Onslow's  resolution. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  view  which  has 
been  expressed  by  some  speakers  that 
county  councils  are  so  much  overwo^'ked 
that  they  cannot  properly  undertake 
the  duties,  and  will  be  likely  to  leave 
it  to  officials,  is  quite  borne  out  by 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  facts  ;  but 
I  look  with  some  alarm  on  any  Act 
which  suggests  that  county  councils 
should  administer  duties  which  are 
outside  the  scope  of  their  present  work. 
I  think  the  Act  now  before  Parliament 
which  suggests  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
county  councils  to  collect  a  part  of  the 
taxes,  even  if  that  money  should  go 
to  the  county  councils  themselves,  will 
be  looked  upon  with  very  great  dislike 
by  the  county  councils.  They  have  no 
oiKcers  to  do  the  work,  they  are  in  no 
way  conversant  with  it,  and  from  what 
I  am  led  to  suppose  is  likely  to  be  the 
sum  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing these  taxes,  it  seems  to  me  wholly 
inadequate  to  recompense  a  body  like 
the  county  council  for  the  work  they 
willihavo  to  do. 

M^  to  the  large  increase  in  the  rates, 
^^^  say  that  there  ia  no  body  of  men 


more  aware  of  the  present  state  of  the 
case  than  the  coimty  councils  themselves. 
I  have  the  honour  of  presiding  over  the 
executive  council  of  the  County  Councife 
Association,  and  there  is  not  a  meeting 
when  resolutions  are  not  received  from 
county  councils  dealing  with  the  financial 
aspect  of  these  new  measures,  and  asking 
us  to  put  before  the  Grovernment  the 
fact  that  the  burdens  are  becoming 
excessive  and  that  the  ratepayers  are 
very  insistent  in  their  demand  for  relief. 
We  ourselves  passed  a  resolution  as 
recently  as  last  month  on  the  lines  of  the 
settlement  suggested  by  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Commission — ^that  national  servicer, 
should  be  paid  for  mainly  out  of  national 
funds.  That,  I  think,  well  expresses 
what  the  feeling  of  county  councils  is, 
with  regard  to  the  numerous  matters 
which  they  have  at  present  to  administer. 
We  have  already  had  three  deputations 
to  Ministers  on  this  very  point  during 
the  past  two  or  three  months,  and  though 
much  sympathy  has  been  expressed  at 
the  position  of  the  county  councils,  no 
relief  has,  at  present,  been  offered. 

Although  most  of  the  speakers  have 
referred  to  the  increase  in  the  rates 
during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  the 
chief  grievance  we  feel  is  at  the  large 
increase  which  was  necessitated  last 
year,  and  which  is  likely  to  again  be 
rendered  necessary  this  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  fresh  legislation.  However 
interesting  an  historical  account  of  what 
has  taken  place  during  >he  last  few 
years  may  be,  in  a  matter  that  touches 
the  pocket  of  the  ratepayers  the  history 
of  to-day  is  very  much  more  important ; 
and  although  we  have  had  no  relief  in  the 
past,  the  ratepayers  at  all  events  hope 
that  there  may  be  some  little  relief  in 
store  for  them  at  the  present.  Lord 
Fitzmaurice,  who  spoke  with  a  great 
knowledge  of  local  government,  put  his 
finger  at  once  on  the  two  main  causes 
of  complaint  which  the  county  councils 
have  to  bring  before  the  Grovernment 
— namely,  the  increased  cost  of  the  main 
roads,  and  of  the  administration  of 
education.  But  here,  again,  no  remedy 
was  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord,  except 
that  those  who  complained  shoiild  wait 
for  another  couple  of  years.  But  at 
least  seven  years  ago  it  was  reported  by 
the  Royal  Conmiission  on  Local  Taxa- 
tion that  the   question  was  in^anacute 
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stage.  They  stated  that,  owing  to  the 
large  increase  of  traffic  on  the  roads  and 
their  cost,  the  main  roads  should  be 
paid  for  out  of  national  funds.  That 
was  in  1901.  Surely  to-day  the  case  is 
overwhelming  in  favour  of  additional 
aid  being  given  to  the  county  councils 
for  the  upkeep  of  the  roads. 

The  same  view  holds  good  of  the 
increased  cost  of  education.  The  rate 
that  has  to  be  raised  for  education  con- 
stitutes a  very  heavy  charge  on  the 
ratepayers.  It  is  considerably  more  than 
double  the  whole  of  the  county  rate  for 
other  purposes ;  and  it  falls  with  ex- 
cessive hardship  through  the  fact  that 
many  of  those  who  now  have  to  pay  the 
heavy  education  rate  had  their  schools 
kept  up  without  the  payment  of  any  rate 
on  their  part.  I  should  like  to  bring  the 
history  of  this  question  a  little  more  up 
to  date,  and  to  refer  particularly  to  the 
expensive  administration  of  medical  in- 
spection. The  House  will  remember 
that  when  that  Bill  was  passed  last  year  I 
made  as  strong  a  protest  as  I  could,  on 
behalf  of  county  councils,  against  this 
charge  being  placed  on  the  county 
authorities.  We  felt  that  it  was  not  only 
likely  to  be  a  serious  charge,  but  a  charge 
which  would  be  much  larger  in  counties 
than  in  boroughs  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  schools  are  more  scattered.  I  regret 
to  have  to  remember  that  I  received  very 
little  support  from  either  side  of  the 
House,  except  from  among  some  of  my 
noble  friends  who  sit  near  me. 


But  I  did  receive  support  which  I 
thought  at  the  time  was  especially 
valuable.  Lord  Gk)8chen,  in  one  of  the 
last  speochos  which  he  made  in  your 
Lordshir^s'  House,  said  that,  averse  as 
Tie  was  to  the  suggestion  that  any  further 
subvention — of  which  he  did  not  approve 
in  print  inle — should  be  given  to  local 
authorities,  yet  he  thought  this  was  a 
case  whoro  a  subvention  ought  to  be 
given  to  county  councils,  medical  in- 
spection br»ing  really  a  national  charge 
which  ouelit  to  be  met  to  a  considerable 
extent  om  of  national  funds.  What  is 
the  resuli  ?  We  find  now,  after  the 
regulations  have  been  issued  by  the 
Local  G<'v,>mment  Board,  that  medical 
inspect inji  is  likely  to  be  much  more  ex- 
pensive tlum    we  thought    at  the  time. 

Lord  relfcr. 
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We  had  a  very  important  deputation  to 
Mr.  McKenna,  who  was  then  Presidoit 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  upon  tiiit 
matter  early  in  the  present  session,  and 
Mr.  McKenna  on  that  occasion  entirely 
sympathised  with  the  view  put  befon 
lum  by  the  County  Councils  Association 
— that  education  was  becoming  un- 
popular because  of  the  large  amount 
that  had  to  be  raised  for  it  on  the  rates. 
He  agreed  that  that  was  a  great  mit- 
fortune.  He  went  on  to  say  that,  al- 
though he  could  not  set  aside  any  sum 
this  year  for  medical  inspection,  he 
intended  making  an  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  pa3ang  the  grants  for  educatimi, 
and  that  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  tiie 
ratepayers  as  it  would  not  only  cover 
the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act, 
but  also  give  a  substantial  sum  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  medical  inspection. 
I  ventured  to  suggest  that  we  should 
much  prefer  it  if  he  could  deal  with  tiw 
question  at  once,  rather  than  leave  it  to 
the  chance  of  what  would  be  left  over 
under  the  proposed  Bill.  His  answer 
was  that  he  regretted  he  could  not  there 
and  then  promise  a  grant  to  cover  tho 
immediate  cost  of  medical  inspection, 
but  he  assured  the  deputation  that  tho 
proposals  in  the  Bill  would  do  far  more 
than  meet  the  cost  of  the  additional  re* 
quirements,  and  that  it  would  be  possible 
for  them  to  meet  their  ratepayers  witii 
a  substantial  reduction  in  the  rates. 
That  was  practically  the  only  grain  of 
comfort  given  u»5  by  the  Gk)vemment.  I 
think  Mr.  Buxton  said  the  same  thing, 
that  if  this  House  passed  the  Education 
Bill  the  ratepayers  would  be  very  sub- 
stantially benefited. 


What  is  the  actual  case  ?  While  largely 
increased  grants  are  being  given,  there 
is  a  provision  attached  to  the  Educaticm 
Bill — the  same  provision  which,  I  think,- 
was  excised  from  the  Bill  of  two  years 
ago — which  proposes  to  do  away  with  the 
three-fourths  now  paid  by  the  minor 
authority  in  the  case  where  a  school  has 
been  built  either  by  the  school  board  or 
since,  and  to  put  the  whole  of  that 
on  to  the  general  rate.  As  your  Lord- 
ships  know,  in  a  great  part  of  the  counties 
the  schools  have  been  wholly  built  by  the 
people  in  the  parishes  themselves.  Those 
schools  have  been  paid  for,  and  the 
obligations  in  respect  of  them  concluded. 
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The  proposal  now  is  that  where  the 
school  board  has  had  to  raise  a  loan 
and  has  not  been  able  to  meet  its  obli- 
gations the  locality  shall  be  relieved 
of  three-fourths  of  the  rate  and  this  shall 
be  put  as  a  burden  on  the  rest  of  the 
county. 

What  is  the  effect  of  that  proposal  ?  I 
have  the  figures  for  thirty-seven  counties 
and  I  find,  calculating  the  expense  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  if  it  passes  in  the 
form  in  which  it  has  been  brought  in 
and  also  of  this  transference,  that  the 
effect  would  be  that  in  every  one  of  those 
counties  except  three  the  rates  would  be 
very  largely  increased.  So  far  from  its 
beng  a  benefit  to  the  counties  and  there- 
fore an  inducement  to  us  to  pass  the  Bill, 
as  the  matter  stands  it  is  exactly  the 
reverse.  I  quite  admit  that  the  par- 
ticular parishes  which  have  these  large 
rates  will  be  considerably  relieved,  but  the 
fact  is  that  the  general  rate  of  the  county 
comprising  the  larger  area  will  be  largely 
increased  by  the  effect  of  these  proposals. 
In  my  own  county  the  rates  will  be  raised 
more  than  2Jd.  in  the  £,  and  that  will 
be  the  effect,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  of  pro- 
visions which  we  are  told  will  be  of  real 
benefit  to  the  ratepayers. 

It  has  been  said  by  Lord  Fitzmaurice 
that  if  there  was  any  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  county  councils  it  was  rather  a 
feeling  against  centralisation.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  he  was  fully  agreed,  as 
we  all  are,  that  local  authorities  should 
be  subject  to  the  general  direction  of 
the  central  authority ;  and  he  added 
that  the  check  could  not  be  too  severe, 
and  that  in  this  way  the  authorities 
were  prevented  from  scattering  their 
money  lavishly  about.  I  hope  that 
my  noble  friend,  with  his  large  know- 
ledge of  county  coimcil  work,  did  not 
include  county  councils  among  those 
bodies  who  scatter  their  money  lavishly. 
I  can  only  say  from  my  own  experience 
that  I  cannot  recall  a  single  instance 
where  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  done  anything  to  prevent  expendi- 
ture on  the  part  of  county  councils ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  cases 
where  this  centralising  influence  has  had 
the  effect  of  increasing  very  largely  the 
expense  of  county  councils. 

Let  me  cite  two  examples.  It  has 
been  the  custom  in  Acts  of  late  years, 
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partly  for  the  purpose  of  passing  them 
more  easily  through  Parliament,  and 
partly,  I  think,  because  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  some  cases,  to  give  power 
to  the  Government  Department  con- 
cerned to  draw  up  regulations  under 
which  the  Act  is  to  be  administered.  This 
IS  no  doubt  very  useful,  and  as  long 
as  the  funds  are  to  be  raised  out 
of  the  Exchequer  there  is  complete 
check,  because  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  not  find  the  money 
unless  he  is  satisfied  that  the  regulations 
are  of  a  proper  character  and  do  not 
involve  imnecessary  expense.  But  where 
the  funds  are  provided  by  the  county 
this  is  not  so.  Take  the  case  of  weights 
and  measures.  Only  a  year  ago  there 
was  a  new  issue  of  regiilations  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  made,  I  admit, 
in  the  interests  of  efficiency,  but  putting 
an  unreasonable  burden  on  the  counties. 
We  have  no  voice  in  the  matter,  and  the 
regulations  are  imposed  without  county 
councils  having  any  power  of  making 
representations.  In  my  own  county 
an  expenditure  of  £250  was  caused  by 
these  regulations,  and  I  am  told  that  the 
expense  will  be  much  larger  next  year. 
I  am  certain  that  if  these  regulations 
had  been  drawn  up  by  someone  on  the 
spot  who  knew  the  circumstances  of  the 
county,  an  imnecessary  charge  could 
have  been  saved  without  interfering 
with  efficiency.  Then  there  is  the  case 
of  the  new  regulations  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  regard  to  swine 
fever.  They  were  so  large  that  the 
clerk  to  the  county  council  assured  me 
that  in  order  to  get  them  posted  in  the 
way  suggested  he  had  to  pay  a  bill  of 
nearly  £50.  I  am  told  that^hey  will  cost  a 
small  county  from  £150  to  £200  this  year, 
and  the  probability  is  that  before  many 
of  them  are  read  they  will  be  again 
altered  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
It  is  not  as  if  the  central  autnority  were 
going  to  pay  the  bill  themselves.  In 
chese  matters  the  bill  has  to  be  paid  by 
the  county  council,  and  if  their  discretion 
is  taken  away  and  measures  are  imposed 
upon  them  which  make  a  considerable 
ciarge  upon  the  funds  of  the  county,  you 
cannot  be  surprised  if  the  county  councils 
sjiart  under  a  feeling  of  injustice.  They 
feel  very  strongly  that  in  cases  of  this 
sort  some  relief  should  be  given  to  them. 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  the  county 
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councils  are  ready  to  discharge  all  their 
duties  and  to  do  their  work  as  efficiently 
as  they  can,  but  they  feel  that  there 
should  be  some  hope  that  they  will  nof 
have  further  burdens  imposed  upon  them. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALUERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Lord- 
ships either  as  to  present  administration  or 
as  to  Bills  that  may  hereafter  come  before 
us,  but  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  general  question  of  the  rates 
and  their  burden  and  the  way  in  which 
the  matter  has  been  treated.  First  of  all, 
let  me  say  that  I  think  people  use  too 
often  the  phrase  that  matters  of  a 
national  character  should  be  paid  by  the 
nation  and  local  charges  should  be  borne 
by  the  locality.  There  is  hardly  a  charge 
which  is  defrayed  locally  which  cannot, 
from  a  certain  aspect,  be  considered  of 
a  national  character.  If  we  are  to  have 
any  formula  on  the  question  of  national 
and  local  charges,  it  should  be  that  the 
burden  should  follow  the  administration. 
I  think  we  all  feel  that  subsidies  are  very 
dangerous,  and  that  those  who  have 
the  determination  of  the  expenditure 
should  bear  the  main  burden  of  raising  it. 

Much  of  this  debate  has  been  of  a  very 
interesting  and  instructive  character.  I 
should  like  to  associate  myself  Nvith  one 
or  two  points  made  on  the  other  side 
as  to  remedies  that  may  be  introduced. 
I  entirely  agree  with  the  noble 
Viscount  Lord  St.  Aldwyn,  on  the 
importance  of  making  those  who 
have  the  power  of  administering 
these  charges  conscious  of  their  respon- 
sibility and  of  their  burden.  Consider- 
able evil  has  arisen  out  of  the  wholesale 
compounding  for  rates,  which  does  tend 
to  conceal  from  persons  what  they  are 
actually  paA-ing.  If  the  ordinary-  work- 
ing man  in  London  who  occupies  a 
couple  of  rooms  at  6s.  or  7s.  a  week 
realised  that  he  was  paying  £6  or  £7  a 
year  towards  the  local  government  of 
London,  he  would  probably  take  greater 
interest  in  his  local  government. 
I  associate  myself  entirely  with  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Under- 
Secretar}'  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  I  wish  to  emphasise  his  statement 
that  a  proper  valuation  is  one  of  the 
measures  which  lie  at  the  root  of  reform 
in  local  administration.     However  much 
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the  area  may  be  extended  there  will 
still  be  danger  of  abuse  and  unfair 
valuation  in  localities.  It  is  a  ridicnloiifl 
thing  that  you  should  have  boards  of 
guardians  and  various  rural  authorities 
making  assessments.  Even  so  large  an 
area  as  a  county  borough  may  have  an 
unfair  assessment,  and  an  unfair  assess- 
ment is  always  a  deliberate  under- 
assessment. The  noble  Lord  opposite, 
Lord  Balfour,  quoted  yesterday,  as  a 
sharp  contrast,  Oldham  and  Bourne- 
mouth. It  is  not  the  business  of  any  legis- 
lation to  try  to  remedy  inequalities  of 
fortune  between  persons  and  localities. 
A  rich  place  like  Bournemouth  must 
have  larger  means,  and,  therefore,  can 
indulge  in  larger  local  expenditure  than 
a  poor  industrial  town.  Oldham,  I 
happen  to  know,  is  a  town  which  deliber- 
ately has  an  excessive  under-valuation 
of  its  property.  Unless  you  apply  the 
income-tax  assessment  and  take  a  reason- 
able percentage  off  that,  you  have  a 
temptation  in  many  places  to  falsify  the 
valuation.  Under  the  Education  Act 
a  district  becomes  *a  poor  district  and 
obtains  a  subvention  from  the  State  if 
it  shows  a  valuation  below  a  certain  figure 
per  capita.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  interest 
of  the  taxpayer  who  gives  subventions, 
as  well  as,  in  a  large  area  like  a  county, 
in  the  interest  of  the  county  as  against 
the  various  districts,  to  have  an  honest 
and  fair  assessment. 

But  I  do  not  think  the  question  of 
assessment     is     the     only     one    which 
lies     at    the    root    of    reform     in    thij 
matter.     I     do     not     think     you    can 
dissociate    the     question  of    local   taza. 
tion    from     that    of    local     self-govern- 
ment, and    th-^    (luestion  of   local   aelf- 
government  is  very  largely  a  question  of 
.  suitable  areas.     While   I   agree  that  in 
I  legislation  the  two  things  may  be  taken 
\  separately,  I  do  not  think  we  can  afford 
i  to  neglect  the  recollection  that  both  are 
important.      1    wish  to  associate  myself 
I  with  what  Lord  Balfour  said  as  to    the  , 
I  great   importance  of  a  good  Valuation 
\  Bill,  which,  anyhow,  must  be  a  complicated 
and  difficult  thing.     It  would  tread  upon 
a  good  many  people's  toes  and  offidnd  a 
good  many  interests,  and  it  would  be  well 
if  we  could  dissociate  that  piece  of  practical 
legislation     from     more      controversial 
!  questions  such  as  separating  capital  from 
j  annual   value.      A  good  Valuation  Bill 
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would  require  ample  time  for  debate,  and 
there  is  quite  enough  in  a  Valuation  Bill 
without  complicating  it  by  the  intro- 
duction of  other  matters. 

I  wish,  in  passing,  to  touch  upon 
the  suggestion  made  by  Lord  Onslow, 
which  has  not  been  noticed  by  any  speaker 
since,  that  the  only  remedy  for  the  evils 
of  local  taxation  was  to  fall  back  on  tariff 
reform.  If  we  were  to  adopt  taxation 
upon  agricultural  products  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  we  should 
raise  something  like  XI  1,000,000  a  year 
in  taxation  upon  those  articles  consumed 
by  the  people,  and  in  addition,  by  raising 
prices,  we  should  endow  the  agricultural 
interest  with  about  £10,000,000  more. 
That  is  to  say,  we  should  put  a  burden  on 
consumers  of  about  JB:51,000,000  a  year. 
The  debate  has  turned  largely  on  the 
grievances  of  the  rural  rather  than  of 
the  urban  ratepayer.  The  noble  Earl 
the  Lord  Chairman  used  the  word  "  we  " 
— not  as  meaning  your  Lordships'  House 
as  a  legislative  assembly,  but  landowners 
and  persons  interested  in  agricultural 
land.  The  question  of  rating  is  a  far 
wider  one  than  that  of  the  agricultural 
community.  The  burden  of  rates  levied 
upon  the  occupiers  of  agricultural  land 
of  the  United  Kingdom  is  not  more 
than  X4,000,000  a  year.  The  relation 
that  bears  to  the  cost  of  production 
of  the  food  and  other  crops  of  the 
country  put  upon  the  market  is  about 
2  per  cent.  People  talk  as  if  the  burden 
of  the  rates  was  one  of  the  most 
tremendous  burdens  on  agriculture.  It 
really  is  one  of  the  least. 

In  talking  of  the  burden  of  rates  one 
of  the  great  questions  is  on  whom  the 
incidence  falls.  Apart  from  temporary 
fluctuations,  the  permanent  rate  is  just  as 
much,  in  agricultural  communities,  a 
landlord's  charge  as  is  the  tithe.  The 
first  charges  on  the  land  are  the  tithe, 
the  rates,  and  the  landlord's  rent ;  and 
any  increase  either  of  the  tithe  or  the 
rates  must  come  out  of  the  rent.  You 
cannot  get  more  than  an  aggregate  of 
those  three  together,  and  the  question  of 
agricultural  rates  is  more  a  landlord's 
question  than  a  tenant's  question.  Every 
noble  Lord  knows  that  if  he  has  a  farm 
which  is  tithe  free  he  lets  it  for  a  higher 
rent  than  a  farm  which  has  to  pay  tithe. 
It  is  the  same  with  the  rates.  We  shall 
never  discuss  this  question  properly  by 
mixing  the  rates  up  and  talking  generally 


about  the  rate  as  a  whole.  They  are  as 
different  in  their  economic  operation  as  it 
is  possible  for  them  to  be. 

The  noble  Viscount  on  the  front  bench 
spoke  of  the  rates  on  manufacturers  and 
shopkeepers  as  being  a  great  burden.  I 
contend  that  the  rate  on  any  place  used 
for  business  is  part  of  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, and  must  fall  on  the  purchaser.  A 
shopkeeper  taking  a  shop  in  Bond  Street 
pays  an  enormously  enhanced  rent,  and 
consequently  much  higher  rates,  because 
he  finds  that  from  his  position  he 
can  do  more  trade,  and  purchasers  pay 
longer  prices  than  they  would  do  else- 
where. As  I  say,  we  cannot  discuss  this 
question  properly  by  talking  generally 
about  the  rates  as  a  whole.  We  must 
bear  in  mind  what  the  particular  rate  is, 
what  its  incidence  is,  whether  it  hampers 
industry,  and  whether  it  presses  on  the 
life  of  the  poople.  If  I  were  asked  to 
say  wliat  rate  in  my  opinion  was  the  most 
oppressive  as  keeping  down  the  standard 
of  civilisation  and  health  among  the 
poople,  I  should  say  it  was  the  urban  rate 
upon  the  inhabited  houses  of  the  poor. 

One  word  more.  Lord  Balfour  drew 
a  contrast  between  urban  rates  and  rural 
rates  on  the  ground  that  urban  rates 
were  expended  beneficially  for  some 
direct  prbfit  totheratepaycrs,  but  that  rural 
rates  were  not.  I  think  nearly  all  rates 
are  expended  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
pay  them.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  as  if 
the  agricultural  ratepayer  got  no  benefit 
from  tlie  main  roads.  Everyone  derives 
benefit  from  good  roads.  Do  you  suppose 
that  people  would  get  their  commodities 
brought  to .  them  so  cheaply  if  the 
country  grocer  and  tradesmen  had  not 
good  roads  1  It  is  absurd  to  imagine 
that  you  do  not  derive  benefit  unless  you 
personally  use  the  roads.  I  feel  that 
this  question  is  one  which  deserves  fuller 
discussion  than  it  has  had,  but  I  wish 
to  press  that  it  is  no  use  merely  to 
grumble  of  the  incidence  on  a  particular 
class  of  property,  for  a  large  part  of  the 
rates  we  pay  are  passed  on  to  quite 
different  people ;  and,  so  far  as  rates  are 
not  a  charge  on  property,  to  a  very  large 
extent,  except  so  far  as  they  fall  on 
inhabited  houses,  they  are  a  charge 
which  every  producer  and  manufacturer 
passes  on  to  the  general  consumer.  But 
that  is,  of  course,  no  reason  why  the 
general  system  should  not  be  revised. 
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♦Lord  ZOUCHE  of  HARYNG- 
WORTH  :  My  Lords,  I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  for  more  than  a  few  minutes, 
and  I  should  like  to  confine  my  remarks 
to  discussing  any  possible  remedies  that 
may  be  thought  of  for  putting  an  end  to 
this  very  serious  state  of  affairs.  It 
seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  why  financial  burdens  are  so 
often  shifted  from  national  to  local 
shoulders,  so  to  speak,  is  that  the  local 
authorities  present  the  line  of  least 
resistance,  and  this  line  of  least  resist- 
ance is  produced  by  the  system  of  com- 
pounding. 

I  should  like  to  associate  myself  with 
every  word  which  fell  from  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  compounding  and  the  evils  which 
it  brings  about.  Under  that  system  the 
increasing  burdens  put  on  the  ratepayers 
do  not  come  home  to  the  majority  of 
the  electors.  It  is  futile  to  argue  that 
they  pay  them  indirectly.  It  is  quite  a 
different  thing  from  a  system  whereby 
the  rates  are  demanded  from  each  person 
as  a  separate  payment.  The  system  of 
compounding  for  rates  was  started  origin- 
ally for  two  main  purposes.  I  am  afraid 
that  one  was  possibly  for  party  reasons 
at  the  moment.  It  was  also  started  as  a 
convenience  to  avoid  loss  in  collection, 
but  in  many  cases  there  is  absolutely  no 
direct  economy  in  that  system. 

I  will  take,  for  instance,  a  few  figures 
concerning  the  borough  of  Poplar.  In 
1906-7  the  allowance  in  Poplar  to  owners 
of  property  in  respect  of  their  collection 
of  rates,  because  part  of  the  compounding 
system  is  to  make  large  abatements  to 
owners  for  the  burden  they  take  upon 
themselves  of  collecting  rates  from  small 
people,  amounted  to  £37,000,  which  I 
am  informed  represents  a  rate  of  some- 
thing like  Is.  in  the  £.  Take,  on  the 
other  hand,  an  instance  to  the  contrary, 
because  it  is  not  every  authority  which 
has  adopted  the  compounding  system. 
In  the  borough  of  Lewisham,  which  does 
not  compound  for  its  rates,  there  was  a 
loss  in  the  collection  of  rates  directly 
amounting  to  £6,000  in  the  year  1905  ; 
but  that  compares  with  £14,400  which 
would  have  had  to  have  been  allowed  to 
owners  if  the  compounding  system  had 


over  £8,000  to  the  borough,  equal  to  t 
2d.  rate.  Therefore  in  my  view  the 
compounding  of  rates  is  the  fans  d  orip 
mali  to  a  large  extent,  and  a  great  dol 
of  the  present  evil  would  naturally  right 
itself  if  it  were  done  away  with,  becuiw 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  thouaaods 
of  people  not  now  directly  interested  ta 
put  an  end  to  municipal  extravagance. 

There  is  another  remedy — ^that  of  fixing 
a  lower  limit  of  rateable  properties  ta 
come  under  the  compounding  system. 
There  is  an  idea  that  if  the  limit  were 
reduced  to  £1 2  it  would  go  far  to  diminiaii 
the  evil.  A  third  remedy  is  the  sending 
round  to  people  when  they  pay  their  rent 
a  card  showing  how  much  is  rent  and 
how  much  is  due  to  rates ;  but  I  am 
afraid  that  not  one  man  in  a  hundred 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  it  or  to 
dissociate  one  thing  from  another.  I  feel 
that,  if  things  go  on  as  at  present^  we 
shall  soon  approach  a  system  under  which 
our  taxation  will  gradually  fall  practically 
into  the  hands  of  designing  persons,  who 
will  use  their  opportunities  for  plundering 
the  people  for  their  own  benefit.  That 
has  ruined  many  other  countries  and,  if 
things  remain  unchecked,  may  lead  to  tho 
ruin  of  this  country. 

♦Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My  Lords, 
although  the  noble  Lord  opposite  com- 
plained a  few  moments  ago  of  the  some- 
what confined  nature  of  this  debate,  I 
am  sure  that  on  a  subject  which  is  not 
usually  considered  exciting  your  Lord- 
ships will  feel  that  we  owe  to  the  noble 
Earl  a  most  interesting  discussion.  I 
would  not  have  ventured  to  intrude  at 
all  but  that  nobody  who  has  hitherto 
spoken  has  taken  the  point  which  I 
myself  feel,  that  the  London  County 
Council  is  perhaps  the  most  important  of 
all  the  instances  of  difficulty  which  have 
arisen  in  the  discussion  so  far  as  it  has 
proceeded. 

The  London  County  Council  is  the 
worst  instance  of  over-work  of  any  local 
body  in  this  Kingdom.  It  has  also  been 
the  heaviest  loser  by  the  insufficiency  of 
the  assigned  revenues.  Again,  it  is  also 
the  greatest  sufferer  from  the  innumer- 
able Acts  affecting  it  passed  since  1888k 
I  do  not  for  a  moment  suggest  that  one 


been  in  force,  so  that  you  have  a  gain  of  I  party   or  the   other  in  the   State  is  te 
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blame  in  this  matter,  but  I  think  the 
seneral  spirit  of  our  legislation  has  been 
faulty  in  the  extreme  in  the  want  of 
•check  on  the  continual  imposition  of 
fresh  duties  on  local  authorities  which  | 
they  can  hardly  perform.  In  old  days  i 
it  was  held  to  be  tne  duty  of  the  State  to  I 
interfere  as  little  as  possible  in  the 
private  life  of  the  people.  Now,  certainly 
in  London  every  child  is  pursued  by  the 
attentions  of  the  London  County  Council 
from  the  cradle  to  the  giave.  The 
<3ounty  Council  comes  upDn  the  scene  the 
moment  the  midwife  is  called  in,  in  the 
notification  of  the  birth.  As  soon  as 
infant  life  begins  the  London  County 
-Council  is  responsible  for  seeing,  if  the 
child  is  not  well  looked  after  by  its 
parents,  that  it  is  removed  from  their 
care.  Prevention  of  cruelty  involves  all 
sorts  of  inspectors.  Then  there  is  every- 
thing connected  with  education,  including 
meals,  special  schools  for  the  deaf  and 
•dumb,  and  for  the  physically  deformed, 
quite  apart  from  technical  education, 
which  is  making  rapid  headway. 
The  London  County  Council  has  the 
supervision  of  the  milk,  the  water, 
and  the  food  supply  generally,  and  when 
the  child  is  growing  up  baths  and  wash- 
houses  are  provided  for  the  cleanliness  of 
the  person ;  if  verminous,  there  is  a 
special  treatment,  and  if  an  inebriate  a 
special  infirmary.  When  in  search  of 
labour  there  are  labour  bureaux ;  if  serv- 
ing in  a  shop,  shop  hours  and  shop  seats ; 
if  serving  in  a  factory,  special  and  new 
provisions.  For  amusements,  there  are 
the  parks,  and  even  the  provision  of 
boats  and  gymnasia.  Then  there  are 
tramways  and  other  means  of  locomotion, 
and,  in  case  aesthetic  feelins.  may  be  hurt 
by  sky-signs,  they  have  all  been  placed 
under  special  inspectors  of  the  County 
Council. 

Year  by  year  additions  are  made  to 
the  already  inordinate  mass  of  these 
duties,  and  if  I  call  attention  to  them  it 
is  only  because  I  feel  that  an  effort  should 
be  made  by  both  parties  in  the  State  to 
put  a  check  on  the  tendency  to  slip 
powers  through  Parliament  which,  with- 
-out  making  any  charge  on  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  do  so  often  throw  heavy 
charges  on  the  local  rates.  The  noble 
Earl,  Lord  Onslow,  never  said  a  truer 
tthing  than  when  he  stated  that  the  rate- 


payer has  no  friends.  Even  a  charge  of 
a  ten  pound  note  on  the  Treasury  is 
carefully  scrutinised,  but  matters  which 
are  going  to  cost  local  authorities 
thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  are  passed  through  Parlia- 
ment with  the  merest  modicum 
of  consideration.  Great  stress  has 
been  laid  on  the  benefit  of  valuation, 
and  if  a  Valuation  Bill  could  be  removed 
I  from  the  more  controversial  subject, 
I  much  good  might  be  done. 

j      Then  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  laid 

great  stress  on  the  Report  of  the  Poor 
aw  Commission.     He    spoke  of  it  as 
!  almost  recasting  local  government.     But 
I  I  would  ask,  if  that  is  the  view  of  His 
'  Majesty's  Government,   why  have  they 
I  been  so  previous  in  going  into  the  matter 
:  of  old-age  pensions  without  waiting  for 
I  the  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  1 
'  If  local  governnaent  hangs  so  largely  on 
that  Report,    why,   in  a  most   essential 
particular,  have    the    decisions  of  that 
Commission  been  reviewed  beforehand  by 
I  the  Government  1     I  ask  for  some  assur- 
ance  from   the  Government  of  a  more 
I  complete  character.     The  noble  Viscount 
who  served  at  the    Local    Government 
Board  told  the  House  that  while  he  was 
there  he  used  his  utmost  endeavours   to 
keep    a  hold  on  the  local  authorities. 
Lord  St.  Aldwyn  told  us  yesterday  how 
very  dangerous  is  the  position  the  present 
President  of  the  LocalGovemment  Board 
has  taken  up.     I  cannot  imagine  any- 
thing more  unconstitutional  in  regard  to 
expenditure  than  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  in  Government  Bills  of  the 
last     two     years     to     place     on     local 
authorities  great  charges,  in  the  decision 
of    which    they  are    to    have    no  voice. 
To  order  a  local   authority,  as  may  be 
done  under  the  Town  Planning  Bill,  to 
put  up,  at  their  own   expense,   a  large 
number  of  buildings  which  they  do  not 
I  consider  necessary  seems  to  me  a  great 


innovation  and  one  of  a  most  dangerous 
and  retrograde  character. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  it  in  this  House,  but 
I  think  we  in  the  London  County  Council 
have  a  very  grave  complaint  to  make 
against  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  Before  this  Bill  was  intro- 
duced we  addressed  a  formal  request  to 
him  urging  him  to  receive  a  deputation 
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concerning  the  contemplated  proposals, 
and  after  having  waited  more  than  two 
months  for  an  answer,  received  a  curt 
negative.  Considering  that  many  millions 
have  been  spent  under  existing  Acts  by 
the  London  County  Council,  that  was,  at 
all  events,  a  scarcely  courteous  way  for  a 
Minister  at  the  head  of  a  great  Depart- 
ment to  treat  representatives  of  that 
Council.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that 
nothing  can  be  done  towards  re-casting 
local  expenditure  unless  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  will  act  much  more  efficiently 
as  a  watchdog  and  a  check  upon  local 
bodies.  You  have  the  Treasury  in  the 
case  of  the  taxpayer,  but  in  the  case  of 
the  ratepayer  the  Local  Government 
Board  appear  for  the  moment  to  have 
gone  over  to  the  enemy.  They  are 
not  merely  not  acting  as  a  check,  but 
are  acting  as  an  incentive  to  local 
expenditure. 

As  far  as  our  experience  in  London 
goes,  I  know  of  nothing  which  tends  less 
to  good   administration   than   the   doles 
given  by  the  Exchequer  to  meet  part  of 
the  cost  of  certain  services ;  and  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that  any  recasting  of  local 
government   must  go  upon  the  lines  of 
the     Exche(iuer     taking     back     certain 
services,  as  W4is  suggested  by  Lord  St. 
Aldwyn   last    night,    and   being   wholly 
responsible   for   them.     At  present    the 
London   County    Council   is   responsible 
for   the   disburaement   of   an    enormous 
sum    upon   national   services,    and   this  I 
addition  to  their  work,   carried   on   by  i 
nearly    thirty    committees,    makes    the ! 
amount     of     labour     such    as    to    give  i 
rise   to  serious   apprehension   that  men  ' 
will  not  be  found  willing  to  give  up  four  i 
or  five  afternoons  each  week  to  discharge  ; 
the  duties. 

I    think    this   discussion   has    brought  " 
out  ver\'  clearly  some  points  of  difl ereuco,  ' 
but  it  has  elicited  many  points  of  a^^ree- 
ment   also.     I   hope  that  we  shall  hear  ■ 
from  the  noble  flarl  the  Leader  of  the 
House  something  more  than  allusions  to  \ 
methods  of  valuation  and  advice  to  wait  for  \ 
the  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  JiOcal  Government  • 
Board  to  act  as  a  check  upon  the  many  ' 
rash    and    sometimes    fa^ldy    proposals , 
which    are  so    quickly    passed  through 
Parliament  and  have  adaed  enormously 
to  local  burdens,  and  which,  if  they  are  ; 

Viscount  Midleton. 


unfortunately  indefinitely  continuad, 
must  lead  to  a  recodification  of  the  kv 
of  local  government,  and,  I  hope,  the 
striking  out  of  a  very  considenble 
number  of  ser\dces  which  never  ought  ta 
have  been  instituted  and  which  are  it 
present  a  serious  embarrassment  to  the 
efficiency  of  local  government. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  My  Lords,  I 
think  by  common  agreement  this  hie 
been  a  very  interesting  debate,  and,  if  it 
is  inconclusive,  it  only  shares  that  quality 
with  some  of  the  most  valuable  and 
important  discussions  that  have  taken 
place  from  time  to  time  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House.  These  debates  which  roTe 
over  a  considerable  area,  are  very  often,  I 
think,  among  the  most  genuinely  fruitfol 
that  take  place  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  noble  Viscount  who  has  just  sit 
down  spoke  of  the  extra  duties  and 
burdens  placed  upon  local  authorities. 
This  was  also,  to  a  great  extent,  the  text 
of  the  very  interesting  speech  which 
we  had  from  Lord  St.  Aldwyn,  in  which 
he  made  certain  definite  proposals  in  the 
direction  of  centralisation.  He  proposed 
that  the  State  should  take  over  the 
lunatic  asylums  as  it  had  taken  over  the 
prisons,  and  proceed,  perhaps,  later  oOr 
to  take  over  the  care  of  idiots  and  feeble- 
minded people,  infirmaries,  and  Poor 
Law  schools.  Those]are  suggestions  into 
the  details  of  which  I  do  not  propose  to> 
enter  this  evening  ;  but  I  think  the  Hoose* 
must  recognise  that  this  question  of 
centralisation,  attractive  as  it  may  soand,. 
has  two  sides  to  it.  There  is  a  curious,. 
and,  as  I  think,  very  often  an  unreascm- 
ing  dread  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  of  Government  Departments. 
They  will  accept  from  a  county  council, 
whose  opinions  they  believe  they  can  sway,. 
that  which  they  would  not  take  from  a 
Government  Department ;  and  this- 
peculiarity  of  the  p]nglish  people,  which 
makes  government  in  some  respects  in  this- 
countrv  infinitely  more  difficult  than  it  is 
in  some  countries  on  the  Continent,  has  t<^ 
be  borne  in  mind. 

Moreover,  we  do  not  always  find  agree- 
ment as  to  what  it  is  desirable  local 
authorities  should  do.  We  brought  in  a 
Scottish  Land  Bill  which  proposed  to 
relieve  county  councils  of  l)oth  the  manage- 
ment and  the  cost  of  small  holdings,  and 
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noble    Lords    from    Scotland  and  else- 
where    called     heaven     and    earth    to 
witness   that    we    were    insulting    the 
county  councils  by    not  allowing  them 
to  take  over  this  entirely  new  duty.     On 
the    other    hand,   when    we    instituted 
an   English   Land  Bill,   in  which  great 
powers  were  given  to  commissioners  and 
the  central  body,  we  were  told  that  we  ' 
were  insulting  English    county   councils  ! 
by  not  putting  proper  confidence  in  them,  ' 
and    were    forcing    action    upon     them  , 
through  a  hard  and  callous  bureaucracy.  ' 
Therefore  we  see  how  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult   it  is  to  please  everybody  in  this 
matter.  I 

The  noble  Viscount  who  has  just  sat 
down  dealt  particularly  with  the  London 
County    Council.      He    gave     a     most 
interesting  and  epigrammatic  list  of  the 
vast   number  of  duties  which  are  now  I 
thrown     upon     that      authority.       He  , 
instanced  all  the  duties  connected  with 
the  care  of  children  from  the  time   of 
their  first  appearance  in  the  world.     As  : 
the   noble   Viscount   went  through    the 
list,  I  could  not  help  thinking  what  an 
enormous  benefit  it  is  that  there  should 
be  this  network    of   machinery  for   the  , 
advantage  of  the  children ;  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  if  those  duties  were  under  ' 
taken  directly  by  a  Government  Depart-  i 
ment    there    would    be    anything     but  ' 
considerable    dissatisfaction,  among    the  i 
people  mainly  concerned,  at   what  they  ; 
would    conceive    to    be    the    prying  of 
a     central      Government     Department.  I 
Then   the   noble  Viscount   went  on   to  i 
speak  of    water  and  of  the  sometimes 
analogous  substance  milk,  and  the  other 
matters  with  which  the  London  County 
Council    have    to    deal.     One    wonders  \ 
exactly  what  it  is  with  which  the  noble 
Viscount  would  like  the  body  of  which  he  is 
such  an  ornament  to  part.   What  would  he 
like  handed  over  to  the  central  authority  1 
The    noble    Viscount    spoke    somewhat 
severely  of  the  fact  that  my  right  hon. 
friend    Mr.   Burns    did    not    receive    a 
deputation    from    the    London    County  , 
Council  on  the  subject  of  housing.     I  am  , 
perfectly  certain  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
intended  no  discourtesy  to  that  body.     1 
assume  he  considered  that  his  proposals 
would  have  the  chance  of  being  carefully 
considered     by    the     J-ondon      County 
Conncil  as  well  as  by  Parliament   before 
there  was  any  question  of  their  becoming  f 
law. 


The    noble    Earl    who  initiated    this 
debate  dealt  with  the   subject  of  local 
taxation  in  its  broadest  aspect.     His  com- 
plaint all  through  was  that  the  burden 
was  to  a  great  extent  placed  upon  the 
wrong  shoulders.     In  reply  to  that  we 
say  that,  as  far  as  one  half  of  it  is  con- 
cerned, that  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  an 
improved  system  of  valuation,  that  is  to 
say,  that  so  far  as  property  which  is  at 
present  subject  tof  ates  isconcemed,  valua- 
tion alone  will  properly  allocate  the  burden 
to  be  borne  by  each  class  of  property. 
It  is  equally  true,  however,  that  no  system 
of  valuation  will  deal  with  the  other  half 
of    the   noble  Earl's  complaint — that  is 
that  certain  kinds  of  property  do  not,  in 
his  view,   bear  their    proper    share    of 
burden.       Personal    property   does    not 
contribute.       How     does      the     noble 
Earl    propose  to  deal  with  that?     He 
proposes     to     broaden     the     basis    of 
taxation,     which     might,   perhaps,    if   I 
desired  to  be  uncivil,  be  described  as  a 
shibboleth,  but  which  I  prefer  to  describe 
as  a  convenient  Parliamentary   phrase. 
Different  people,  I  believe,  attach  different 
meanings  to  it.     The   meaning  which  I 
suppose  the  noble  Earl  attaches  to  it  is 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  for  purposes  of 
revenue — a  small  duty  on  a  large  number 
of  imported  articles.     That  is  the  inter- 
pretation which  I  assume  the  noble  Earl 
places  upon  it.     Nobody  denies  that  it 
would   be    possible   to  raise    a    certain 
amount  of  revenue  in  that  way  ;  but  you 
will    not    by    that  method    get  at  the 
man    you    want    to    get    at    for    this 
particular  purpose.     The  man  at  whom 
I    suppose    the    noble    Earl    wants    to 
get   is   the   man   who   has   a  million  in 
Consols,  lives  in  a  flat,  possibly  keeps  a 
yacht    and   a  string  of    racehorses,  and 
contributes   a  mere   trifle  to  the  rates. 
You  will  not  get  at  him  by  broadening 
the  basis  of  taxation.     The  only  way  of 
getting    at    him    will    be    either   by   a 
graduated  income  tax  or  increased  death 
duties.     I  do  not  see  how  that  particular 
gentleman,  or  the  other  gentleman  who 
is  making  X30,0U0  or  £40,000  a  year  on 
the  Stock  Exchange   and  is  living  in  a 
villa,  can  be  got  at  in  any  other  way. 
They  can  only  be  got  at  by  some  fiscal 
changes  of  the  kind  that  I  have  indicated. 

I  will  not  dwell  on  the  other  points 
that  have  been  mentioned,  nor  on  the 
subject  of  compounding.  I  should 
merely  like  to  confirm  what  my   noble 
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friend  Lord  Wolverhampton  said — that 
we  do  attach  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mission in  dealing  with  this  whole  subject. 
The  noble  Viscount  who  has  just  spoken 
rather  twitted  us  with  touching  old-age 
pensions  before  receiving  the  Report  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commission,  but  if 
he  will  look  at  the  Old-Age  Pen 
sions  Bill  he  will  see  that  there  is  no 
proposal  in  that  measure  which  can  in 
any  way  compromise  or  interfere  with 
any  proposition  which  the  Commission 
may  make.  I  desire  to  say  this,  because 
the  point  is  a  very  obvious  one  to  make 
by  those  who  criticise  the  old-age  pension 
scheme.  With  regard  to  Papers,  perhaps 
the  noble  Earl  will  defer  his  request 
until  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting Mr.  Burns,  when  we  will  see  what 
Papers  and  Returns  can  be  produced  so 
as  to  bring  our  information  more  up  to 
date. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  My  Lords, 
I  might  perhaps  be  allowed  to  remind 
the  House  that  in  the  concluding  words 
of  my  speech  in  initiating  this  debate  I 
specially  said  that  I  considered  it  to  be 
no  business  of  mine  to  point  out  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  what  way  the 
money  should  be  raised  by  the  Government 
which  would  undoubtedly  be  required  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  very  large  con- 
tribution to  the  burdens  now  borne  by 
the  local  ratepayers.  That  is  a  matter 
which  I  left  entirely  to  His  Majesty's 
Government.  I  am  bound  to  state  that 
I  do  not  very  much  care  how  they  find 
the  money  so  long  as  they  do  find  it.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  in  view  of  what  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  has  just  said,  I  do  not 
intend  to  press  my  Motion  for  Papers, 
although  I  was  profoundly  disappointed 
when  Lord  Allendale  told  the  House  he 
was  unable  to  comply  with  my  request. 
I  join  with  Viscount  Wolverhampton  in 
saying  that  the  public  servants  of  this 
country  are  not  only  extremely  able  but 
very  willing,  and  I  am  certain  that  if 
His  Majesty's  Government  thought  fit 
to  invite  those  who  are  quite  capable 
of  dealing  with  this  subject  in 
the  way  the  noble  Viscount  did  in 
1893  to  give  their  attention  to  it,  the 
Blue-book  might  be  brought  up  to  date 
and  would  be  a  very  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  the  subject.  I  mentioned  in  my 
speech  in  opening  this  debate  that  I  was 
very  largely  indebted  to  a  Return  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  Central  Land  ABsoeiatm 
by  a  gentleman  in  Oloacester.  I  only 
want  that  amplified  and  enlarged.  That 
is  quite  within  the  power  of  Goveminent 
officials,  and  I  do  not  think  it  wooU 
involve  any  very  large  expense.  I  wu, 
therefore,  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Eari 
say  that  if  1  would  defer  my  request  for 
the  present  and  leave  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  His  Majesty's  Government  they 
would,  nothwithstanding  what  was  said 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  represents  the 
Local  Government  Board,  do  what  tbey 
could  to  meet  our  request. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

House  adjoamed  at  twenty-five 
itiiDutes  before  Eight  o'clodL, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Thursday,  2Uh  June,  1908. 

^The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

King's  College,  London  (Transfer)  Bill 
[Lords]  (King's  Consent  signified). — Bill 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill  [Lords].— Read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

London  Port  and  Docks  Bill  (by  Order). 
— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.      Bill  withdrawn. 

I 

Buckie  Burgh  and  Buckie  (Cluny) 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. 
— Read  a  second  time ;  and  ordered  to 
be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

Galashiels  Drainage  and  Burgh  Exten- 
sion Order  Confirmation  Bill. — "  To  con- 
firm a  Provisional  Order  under  tilie 
Private  I^egislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
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Act,  1899,  relating  to  Galashiels  Drainage 
^and  Burgh  Extension,"  presented  by 
Mi,  Sinclair  .  read  the  first  time  ;  and 
ordered  (under  Section  9  of  the  Act)  to 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  H). 
Sir  Fredbrick  Cawley  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private 
Bills  ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 'parties 


l)e  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,    the  Oommittee  had  adjourned  till  Monday 
6th  July,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  280.]  ■  next,  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
<No.  9)  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed]; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
<No.  11)  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Bill  to  be   read   the  third  time 
morrow. 


to- 


Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill. — 
Reported,  without  Amendment  [Provi- 
sional Order  confirmed];  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. I 

h4 

Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Bristol  Tramways  Bill  [Lor<6]. — Re- 
ported, without  Amendment;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

'  Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Upton  Town  Hall  Bill  [Lords].— Re- 
ported, with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Company  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with 
an  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways 
(Abandonment)  Bill. — Reported,  with 
Amendments  [Title  amended]  ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  3). 
Sir  Joseph  Compton-Rickett  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Group  3  of  Rail- 
way Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned 
till  Wednesday  next,  at  half -past  Eleven 
of  the  Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
'^  An  Act  to  appoint  special  trustees  in 
regard  to  certain  land  and  premises  of  the 
Honourable  Artillery  Company  ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Honourable  Artillery 
Company  Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intitided,  "  An  Act 
for  authorising  and  requiring  the  trustees 
of  the  will  and  codicils  of  the  Hon. 
Frederick  James  Tollemache,  deceased, 
to  invest  part  of  the  trust  funds  and 
property  in  their  hands,  subject  to  the 
trusts  of  the  said  will  and  codicils,  upon 
a  transfer  of  a  mortgage  for  two  hun<ked 
and  twenty-five  thousand  poimds  created 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Ada  Maria  Katharine, 
Baroness  Sudeley,  the  tenant  for  life 
under  the  said  will  and  codicils,  upon  the 
security  of  her  life  interest  under  tiie  said 
will  and  codicils  and  certain  policies  of 
assurance  upon  her  own  life ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Tollemache  Estate 
Bill  [Lords].  ;. 


Honourable        Artillery 
Bill  [Lords];      Tollemache 
[Lords]. — Read    the    first 
referred  to  the  Examiners 
for  Private  Bills. 


Company 
Estate  .Bill 
time ;  and 
of  Petitions 


PETITIONS. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Crowthome  and  other 
places,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    ^ 
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Petitions  in  favour :  From  Briton 
Ferry  ;  Bryn  ;  Kenfig  Hill ;  Kirkby  in 
Furness  ;  Nantymoel ;  Pontrhydyfen  ; 
Poole  ;  Portsmouth  ;  and,  Skewen  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


Que^ions. 
NATIONAL  EXPENDITURE. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

PRIVATE     LEGISLATION     PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Order  [24th  June]  that  the  Paper 
relative  thereto  be  printed,  read,  and 
discharged. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Leyton  Urban  District  Council, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  fixing  the 
Hours  of  Closing  for  certain  classes 
of  Shops  [bv  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,   of  Diplomatic   and 
Consular   Reports,   Annual   Series,   Nos. 
4013,  4015,  and  4043  to  4048  [by  Com- 
mand] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  16,  1908). 
Copy  presented,  of  Agreement  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Spain  amending 
Article  5  of  the  Agreement  of  25th 
November,  1875,  respectmg  the  Postal 
Service  between  Gibraltar  and  Spain. 
Signed  at  Madrid,  9th  April,  1908  [by 
Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table.  | 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ACTS,  1882 
TO  1902  (PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  respecting  ^the  Appli- 
cations to  and  Proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting 
Acts,  1882  to  1902,  during  the  past 
}'ear  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  198.] 

CIML  LIST  PENSIONS. 
Copy  presented,  of  List  of  all  Pensions 
granted  during  the  year  ended  Slst 
March,  1908,  and  payable  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  9  (1)  of  the  Civil 
List  Act,  1901  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  199.] 


Return  ordered,  "  of  the  gross  income 
and  outgo  of  the  GJoveminent  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1906-7, 
and  a  corresponding  estimate  for  tk 
year  1908-9,  showing  for  each  separate 
department  or  voted  service  the  totil 
income  from  all  sources  and  the  total 
outgo  under  all  heads,  including  in 
italics  receipts  from  or  payments  int<^ 
the  Exchequer  and  distinguishiog  be- 
tween :  (a)  Sums  raised  by  loan ;  (6) 
sums  raised  by  taxation  ;  (c)  payments 
received  from  the  public  for  servicci 
rendered,  including  postal  revenue,  court 
fees,  fees  for  acbnission  to  museums, 
sales  of  publications,  etc. ;  (d)  pay- 
ments received  from,  or  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  unpaid  services  rendered 
to,  other  Government  Departments; 
(e)  rents,  royalties,  etc.,  received  on 
account  of  Government  property  or 
Government  monopolies ;  (/)  sums  re- 
ceived from  sale  of  stores,  etc. ;  (g)  sums 
received  for  fines  and  penalties ;  (h) 
sums  refunded ;  (i)  sums  received  from 
local  authorities;  (/)  sums  received 
from  other  Governments ;  and  dis- 
tinguishing between  payments  charged 
on  votes  in  Supply,  payments  charged 
upon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  other 
payments,  including  the  estimated  value 
of  services  received  from  other  GU)veni- 
ment  Departments,  and  not  paid  for; 
and  further  showing  whether  such  pay- 
ments were  devoted  to  reduction  of 
debt,  or  to  current  expenditure,  or  to 
grants  to  local  authorities  or  other 
Governments." — (Mr.  Harold  Cox.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE   VOTES. 


I  : — 

I  Passages  for  Discharged  Seamen  front 
I  Continental  Ports. 

I  Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
I  brough)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
j  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware 
that  seamen  discharged  from  ships  at 
Continental  ports  and  repatriated  to 
ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  not 
provided  with  proper  accommodation 
on  the  passenger  steamers  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  crew  of  the  British 
steamer  *'  Ragore "  were  sent  from 
Antwerp  to  Harwich,   and  the  seamen 
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in  question  had  no  place  to  sleep  in,  and 
were  unable  to  obtain  any  refreshments 
in  the  second-class  accommodation,  and 
that  no  accommodation  is  provided  for 
third-class  passengers  on  the  Great 
Eastern  steamers  ;  and  whether  he  will 
instruct  consuls,  when  deciding  the 
amount  by  which  seamen  will  be  re- 
patriated, that  proper  accommodation 
is  provided  for  the  seamen  who  are 
being  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill)  I  have 
received  no  complaint  from  the  crew 
of  the  "Ragore,"  but  I  understand 
that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
decline  to  accept  seamen  except  as 
third-class  or  deck  passengers  from 
Antwerp  to  Harwich.  I  am  in  com- 
munication with  the  company  and  will 


consider  whether  it  is  practicable  to 
take  further  action  in  the  matter,  and 
will  inform  my  hon.  friend  of  the  result. 

Scottish  Poor  Kates. 
Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  can  state  what  is  the  average  poor 
rate  for  Scotland ;  and  what  have  been 
the  poor  rates  in  the  parishes  of  Barvas,. 
Uig,  and  Lochs,  in  the  Lews,  and  Tarbert, 
in  Harris,  for  the  vears  1885,  1895,  1905, 
and  1908. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The  aver- 
age poor  rate  for  Scotland  in  1906-7 
(the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are^ 
available)  was  lljd.  per  £.  The  actual 
poor  rates  levied  were — 


188S.» 

1895. 

».    d. 
7    0 

1905. 

.^.     d. 
12     6 

1907. 

Barvas 

s.    d. 
2  11 

s.    d. 
13     8 

Uig        -        -        -        - 

2     3 

2    4 

9   10 

7     0 

Lochs     .... 

4     2 

6     4 

12     6 

12     3 

Tarbert  (Harris)     - 

— 

1     8 

4     3 

5  10 

•  The  figures  for  1885  inclade  public  health  rate,  which  was  then  levied  parochially  along 
ynXh  the  poor  rate. 


The  figures  for  1907  are  given,  as  the 
official  figures  for  1908  are  not  avail- 
able. 

Bnrns  Hartopp  Estate,  Kerry. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  when 
the  tenants  on  the  Bums  Hartopp  estate 
at  Caherdaniel,  county  Kerry,  purchased 
some  years  ago  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  will  be  entitled  to  pay  purchase 
annuities,  in  place  of  the  old  rents, 
which  they  are  still  paying  ;  and  can 
he  state  when  it  is  expected  that  the 
road  across  the  Coomnahoma  bog  will 
be  completed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  estate 
in  question  was  not  vested  in  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  until  April  last. 


A  number  of  the  tenants  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  assistance  offered  by 
the  Board  for  building  and  improving 
dwellings,  and  the  resale  of  the  estate 
will  be  completed  as  soon  as  this  work 
is  done.  It  is  not  the  case  that  the 
tenants  are  paying  the  old  rents  ;  they 
have  been  paying  interest  at  3J  per 
cent,  on  their  purchase -money  since 
November,  1006.  The  Board  have  con- 
structed two  miles  of  road  to  the  turf 
bog,  but  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
extend  the  road  across  the  bog.  Passages 
from  the  turf  banks  to  the  road  will  be 
cleared  and  drained. 

Maybery  Estate,  Eenmare. 

Mr.    BOLAND:      To   ask   the   Chief 

Secretary    to    the    Lord- Lieutenant    of 

Ireland  whether  he   is   aware  that  the- 

evicted  tenants  on  the  Maybery  estate^ 
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near  Kenmare,  have  not  yet  been  rein- 
stated; can  lie  explain  the  cause  of  the 
delay ;  and  can  he  state  approximately 
when  they  will  be  reinstated. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  made  an  oj5er  to  the 
owner  for  the  purchase  of  five  evicted 
holdings  on  the  estate  in  question,  but 
the  owner  declined  to  accept  the  price 
offered.  The  Commissioners  have  since 
had  a  fresh  inspection  made,  and  are  now 
considering  their  inspector's  report  with 
a  view  to  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Goonaiia  Pier,  Kerry. 
Mr.  BOLAND:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  is  now  in  a  position  to  provide  a 
beacon  light  on  the  pier  at  Coonana, 
County  Kerry;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  heavy  labour  necessitated  by  the 
use  of  large  fishing  boats,  the  Board 
will  give  some  assistance  in  the  pro- 
ciuing  of  a  windlass  for  hauling  up  these 
boats. 

(Answered  hij  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  hope  within  a  few 
weeks  to  provide  lamps  on  the  Coonana 
Pier  for  the  convenience  of  the  fishermen, 
but  they  are  not  satisfied  that  a  windlass 
would  be  suitable  for  use  at  that  place. 

The  Law  Gourts. 
Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham)  : 
To  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  he  will  consider  the  question  of 
appointing  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  existing  accommodation  of  the 
Law  Courts,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
how  far  a  rearrangement  of  courts  and 
rooms  might  be  made  which  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  building  upon 
the  existing  garden  and  open  space. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  I  regret 
that  I  am  imable  to  adopt  the  proposal 
of  my  hon.  friend.  The  question  of 
accommodation  has  been  considered  very 
fully  with  the  judicial  authorities,  and 
no  rearrangement  such  as  he  suggests  is 
possible. 

Marble  Aroh  Coffee  StalL 
Major    ANSTRUTHER-GRAY    (St. 
Andrews    Burghs) :    To   ask  the    First 
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Commissioner 

attention  has  been  called  to  the  removal 
of  the  coffee  stall,  which  for  fifty-two 
years  has  stood  at  the  Marble  Arch,  and 
for  the  last  eighteen  years  has  been  kept 
by  L.  G.  Jeans  ;  whether  Jeans  has  been 
&[ied  for  obstructing  the  way;  and 
whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
another  site  will  be  allotted  to  him  as 
was  done  in  a  similar  case  for  the  stall- 
holders in  St.  James  Park. 

{Ansivered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  This 
is  a  matter  with  which  I  am  not  con- 
cerned. It  is  purely  a  question  for  the 
police. 

Steamship  '*  Eelga.** 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  if  he  will  state 
out  of  what  fund  the  steamship  "  Helga  " 
was  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU.)  The 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  the  steam 
cruiser  "  Helga  "  have  been  provided  for 
by  the  Department's  endowment  fund. 

Grant  for  Irish  Fishery  Development 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  :  To  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture (Ireland)  if  he  will  state  what  is  the 
total  sum  provided  for  the  protection 
and  development  of  Irish  sea  and  inland 
fisheries,  respectively,  by  the  Fisheries 
Section  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.)  By 
Section  16  (d)  of  The  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act,  18d9, 
the  sum  of  £10,000  per  annum  is  allocated 
from  the  Department's  endowment  fund 
for  the  purposes  of  sea  fisheries.  About 
half  of  that  sum  is  at  present  required 
for  sea-police  duties.  No  special  funds 
are  set  aside  by  the  Act  for  the  purposes 
of  inland  fisheries  ;  but,  out  of  the  surplus 
remaining  after  the  several  applications 
of  the  endowment  fund,  as  provided  for 
in  Section  16  of  the  Act,  have  been  met, 
grants  are  made  from  time  to  time  to 
boards  of  conservators  in  aid  of  inland 
fisheries,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Agricultural  Board. 
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CrDisers  for  Irith  Fishery  Proteotion. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  :  To  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
colture  (Ireland)  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  are  in  receipt 
of  £15,000  per  annum,  out  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Account  of  Scotland,  for  the 
maintenance  of  four  fishery  cruisers,  and 
that,  in  addition  to  this,  the  Admiralty, 
under  the  Herring  Fishery  (Scotland)  Act, 
place  two  cruisers  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  police  purposes  ;  and 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  similar 
provision  is  made  for  the  protection  of 
Irish  fisheries. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU,)  The 
Department  understand  that  the  facts 
are  as  stated  in  the  Question.  The  only 
provision  of  a  similar  character  made  in 
Ireland  is  that  out  of  which  the  Depart- 
ment purchased  and  maintained  their 
steam  cruiser  "  Helga." 

Irish  Afforestry  Inspector. 
Mr.  MULDOON  (Wicklow,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  whether  Mr. 
Ellison,  an  inspector  in  the  employment 
of  the  Department,  has  been  discharged, 
and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds  ;  and  whether 
it  is  proposed  to  again  take  this  officer 
into  the  service  of  the  Department  when 
forestry  work  is  commenced. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  T.  W,  Russell.)  Mr. 
Ellison  was  employed  by  the  Department 
for  certain  work  in  connection  with 
forestry  imder  an  engagement,  dated 
Jime,  1904,  which  was  terminable  at  any 
time  by  three  months'  notice.  As  the 
work  for  which  he  was  employed  was 
practically  completed,  and  as  no  further 
investigations  or  extensive  operations  in 
regard  to  forestry  involving  any  large 
expenditure  were  contemplated,  the  De- 
partment on  31st  March  last  informed 
Mr.  Ellison  that  they  felt  obliged  to 
notify  him  that  his  engagement  would 
terminate  on  1st  July  next.  Pending  the 
decision  of  the  Grovemment  in  the  matter 
of  providing  fimds  to  enable  the  Depart- 
ment to  extend  their  forestry  operations, 
the  Department  are  not  in  a  position  to 
reply  to  the  latter  portion  of  the  Question. 

Import  and  Export  Trade  Statistics. 
Mr.    BOLAND:    To    ask   the    Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
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culture  (Ireland)  whether  his  attention- 
has  been  called  to  the  statement  made, 
in  the  lately  issued  Report  on  Irish 
imports  and  exports  for  1906,  that  until 
import  and  export  Returns  are  available 
which  specify  the  nature,  weight,  and 
value  of  goods,  any  figures  put  forward 
with  regard  to  the  import  and  export 
value  of  manufactured  articles  can  only 
be  regarded  as  approximate  in  character  ; 
and  can  he  state  what  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  in  order  to  secure  real  accuracy. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  T.  W,  Russell)  The 
Department  are  aware  of  the  statement 
referred  to  and  are  fully  alive  to  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  their  reports  on 
exports  and  imports  are  compiled,  but 
legislation  is  needed  to  enable  the  Depart- 
ment to  obtain  adequate  Returns.  Thia 
matter  is  at  present  under  consideration*^ 

Trawling  in  Sheephaven  Bay. 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  :  To  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture (Ireland)  whether  he  has  received 
information  that  a  steam  trawler  has 
recently  been  trawling  day  and  night  inj 
and  about  the  entrance  to  Sheephaven 
Bay ;  whether  complaints  have  been 
received  of  damage  to  fishermen's  nets ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  prevent 
a  continuance  of  the  practice. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusstU.) 
Steam  trawling  is  at  all  times  prohibited 
in  Sheephaven  between  Breaghey  Head 
and  Rinnafagla.  In  the  area  between 
that  line  and  a  line  from  Norn  Head  to 
Rinnafagla  it  is  not  prohibited,  savo 
when  large  shoals  of  mackerel  or  herrings 
have  set  in  there,  and  while  boats  are  at 
such  times  using  drift  nets  for  the  capture 
of  these  fish.  No  complaint  of  illegal 
trawling  in  Sheephaven,  or  of  consequent 
injury  to  fishermen's  gear,  has  beea 
received.  The  Department,  wiU,  having 
regard  to  the  means  at  their  disposal, 
take  all  possible  steps  to  see  that  the 
fishery  laws  and  bye -laws  are  observed. 

Limerick  Competitions. 
Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General,  having  regard  to 
the  result  of  the  trial,  Blyth  v.  Hulton, 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  last  Friday,  and 
particularly  to  the  dictum  of  the  learned 
Judge  that  a  limerick  competition,  though. 
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^designed  to  look  like  a  trial  of  skill,  is 
really  nothing  else  than  a  lottery,  what 
legislative  or  other  steps  he  proposes 
to  take  to  protect  the  public  from  fraud 
and  to  enforce  the  existing  law  against 
lotteries. 

(Ansicered  hj  Sir  William  Rohson,) 
A  Joint  Select  Committee  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  is  now  sitting  to  consider 
the  present  condition  of  the  law  as  to 
lotteries  and  to  report  upon  it,  and  upon 
the  terras  of  this  Report  must  depend 
the  question  whether  any  and  what 
fresh  legislation  is  requisite  in  the  public 
interest. 

Unclaimed  Property. 

Mr.  BOTTOxMLEY  (Hackney,  S.) : 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  whether 
he  will  consider  the  desirableness  of 
introducing  legislation  to  make  it  com- 
pulsory upon  bankers,  solicitors,  and 
others  having  in  their  possession  property 
belonging  to  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons,  and  having  knowledge  of  their 
death,  to  disclose  the  fact  of  such  posses- 
sion to  the  executors. 

(Answered  bff  Sir  William  Rohson.) 
Promises  or  pledges  with  regard  to  the 
introduction  of  logishition  wtq  beyond 
my  scope.  I  hope  also  that  legislation 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  compel  bankers 
tx)  disclose  to  the  owners  of  property 
the  fact  that  such  property  is  in  their 
possession  as  bankers. 

Deptford  Cattle  Karket. 
Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford):  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that,  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
American  and  Canadian  cattle,  no  market 
was  held  at  Deptford  either  on  Monday 
or  Wednesday  of  last  week,  and  that 
already  this  year  seventeen  of  the  usual 
markets  have  not  been  held  at  Deptford  ; 
whether  he  has  any  official  information 
showing  that  such  shortage  of  cattle 
is  due  to  a  designed  and  regulated  limita- 
tion of  supplies  rather  than  to  an  actual 
shortage  ;  and  whether  the  Board  in 
the  interests  of  British  consumers  will 
institute  an  inquiry. 


(Answered  hy  Sir  Edward  StraAetf.) 
The  Board  are  aware  that  no  market 
was  held  at  Deptford  oa  the  days  men- 
tioned, and  that  during  this  year  nineteen 
of  the  usual  markets  have  not  been  held. 
An  actual  shortage  of  cattle  imported 
from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
undoubtedly  exists,  19,000  fewer  cattle 
having  been  landed  at  Deptford  this 
year  than  last,  but  the  Board  have  no 
information  to  show  that  this  shortage 
is  due  to  the  cause  suggested  by  mv 
hon.  friend.  It  is  generally  attributed 
to  the  present  high  price  of  maize  and 
other  feeding  stufis,  and  to  local  condi- 
tions temporarily  affecting  the  trade  in 
the  United  States.  The  Board  do  not 
consider  that  any  specific  inquiry  would 
serve  any  useful  purpose,  but  they  will 
bear  the  suggestion  in  mind. 

Imports  of  Foreign  Cattle. 
Mr.  cooper  (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey) :  T  ^  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  what  are  the 
numbers  of  cattle  received  at  the  foreign 
cattle  markets  for  immediate  slaughter 
from  the  United  States  and  from  Canada 
for  the  week  ending  20th  June  ;  and 
what  were  the  numbers  from  the  same 
countries  for  the  corresponding  week 
last  year. 

{Answered  hy  Sir  Edward  Strctckey.) 
The  information  for  which  my  hon. 
friend  asks  is  as  follows — 


Week  eiule<l  Week  endcl 
Caiintrics.  2Uth  June,      22nd  Jane, 

>        19U8.  1907. 

_l 


Canada     - 

United  States  -        3,688 


Number.  |    Number. 
2,623       j      3,865 


8,820 


Prices  of  Beef. 
Mr.  COOPER:  Fo  ask  the  hon- 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  the  present  increase 
in  the  price  of  English  beef  is  conse- 
quential upon  the  increase  of  the  price 
of  American  chilled  beef,  and  not  from 
any   deficiency   in    the   supply   of    the 
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iglish  beef  ;  and  what  steps  the  Board 
:end  to  take  to  secure  a  cheaper  and 
)re  plentiful  supply  of  beef. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
lere  is  no  evidence  of  any  shortage  in 
r  Home  supplies  of  beef,  and  the  recent 
te  in  prices  appears  to  be  due  to  the 


Cost  of  Supervising  Sugar  Factories. 

Mb.  VILLIERS  (Brighton) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what 
h  the  amount  of  the  estimated  State 
Hxpenditure  for  the  financial  year  ending 
:Ust  March,  1909,  on  account  of  the  cost 
of  supervising  sugar  factories  in  bond 
^mder  the   obligation   imposed   by   the 


ecial  conditions  affecting  our  supplies  j  Sugar  Convention,  1902 ;     inasmuch  as 

the  grant  of  such  expenditure  is  made 
to  enable  His  Majesty  to  carry  out  the 
obligation  of  that  Convention  only, 
do  His  Majesty's  Government  propose 
to  apply  a  portion  of  that  grant  to 
expenditure  coming  into  payment  after 
1st  September,  1908,  at  which  date 
the  Convention  of  1902  is  superseded 
by  the  Additional  Act  of  1907 ;  and, 
if  so,  what  authority  have  they,  either 
from  this  House  or  from  any  Committee 
of  this  House,  thus  to  apply  the  grant 
made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sugar 
Convention,    1902,    to   the    purposes   of 

^  I  separate    estimate    of    expenditure    for 

supervising  sugar  refineries  in  bond  is 
{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Ghdstone.)  I  [^amed  by  the  Customs  Department, 
am  making  inquiries  into  this  case,  and  jy^^  present  estimated  annual  cost  to 
will  inform  the  hon.  Member  of  the  ;  t^e  Crown  of  such  supervision  is,  how- 
8^1*^-  I  ever,  £15,245.    My  hon.  friend  is  under 

a    misapprehension    in    supposing    that 
the  Sugar  Convention  of  1902  is  super - 


)m  America  at  the  present  time.  The 
)ard  will  continue  to  do  all  they  can 
assist  and  encourage  production. 

Right  of  Speaking  in  Sheffield  Public 

Parks. 
Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  8.:) 
)  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
r  the  Home  Department  whether 
s  is  aware  of  the  sentence  of 
ro  months  imprisonment  passed  upon 
H.  Fletcher  by  the  Sheffield 
ipendiary  for  addressing  meetings  in 
e  public  parks  ;    and  whether,  in  view 


Manchester  Education  Conference. 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH  (Liverpool,  Walton) : 
0  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
ducation  whether  his  attention  has 
5en  drawn  to  the  resolutions  agreed 
pon  by  the  representative  conference 
pon  the  education  question  recently 
3ld  at  Manchester ;     and  whether  he 

prepared  to  introduce  legislation  upon 
le  basis  of  the  recommendations  then 
lade. 


seded  by  the  Additional  Act  of  1907. 
The  obligation,  under  Article  II.  of 
the  Convention,  to  place  sugar  refineries 
in  bond  remains  in  full  force. 


Collection  of  Licence  Duties. 

Mr.  SEARS  (Cheltenham)  :      To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
it   is   proposed  to  employ   Government 
officers  in  England  and  Wales  to  collect 
{Answered  by  Mr.  McKinnon   Wood,)  |  spirit   licence   duties   and   certain   other 
he  attention  of  my  right  hon.  friend  has    licence    duties,    all    for    local    taxation 


een  drawn  to  the  resolutions  referred 
)  by  the  hon.  Grentleman.  Whilf- 
5specting  the  desire  of  those  who  agreecj 
>  the  resolutions  to  arrive  at  term^ 
'hich  would  bring  the  education  con- 
roversy  to  an  end,  he  regrets  to  hav*^ 
3  express  the  opinion  that  the  resolu- 
lons    are    administratively    impossible 


purposes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make 
it  necessary  for  a  local  authority  to 
employ  officials  to  travel  over  the  same 
areas  to  collect  other  licence  duties 
also  for  local  taxation  purposes  ;  and 
has  it  been  considered  whether  this  will 
lead  to  economy  and  efficient  dispatch 
of  business  or  the  reverse. 


nd  are  open  to  such  strong  objection 

n   principle   that  they   are   not   likel>'  i      (Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)    This 

3  meet  with  substantial  support.  matter  has   been  fully  considered,  and 
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I^ain  convinced  that  the  changes  con- 
templated will  lead  to  economy  and 
to  a  more  efficient  dispatch  of  business. 

Eeorgaiiisatioii  of  the  Eevenue  Service* 
Mr.  sears  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  proposal  to  make  important 
changes  in  the  organisation  of  the 
Revenue  services  on  the  individual 
advice  of  certain  officials,  he  will  say 
whether  such  changes  should  be  made, 
if  at  all,  on  the  advice  of  the  Boards 
of  Inland  Revenue  and  Customs ;  will 
he  explain  why  it  has  apparently  not 
been  considered  worth  while  to  seek 
the  advice  of  these  Boards  on  matters 
vitally  affecting  the  services  which  they 
are  supposed  to  administer ;  will  he 
state  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
discharged  by  these  Boards  and  say 
whether  any  useful  work  is  performed 
by  them  which  cannot  be  undertaken 
equally  well  by  the  staff. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George,)  I 
must  again  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the 
Answer  which  I  gave  to  the  four  Ques- 
tions put  by  him  on  the  4:th  instant. 

Mr.  sears  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  what  difference  exists 
between  the  duties  of  the  Revenue 
officers  in  England  and  in  Scotland  to 
require  in  the  former  case  the  transfer 
of  certain  licence  duties  to  local 
authorities,  whereas  in  the  latter  case 
no  such  transfer  is  considered  necessary 
or  desirable. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George,)  I 
beg  to  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  reply 
I  made  to  a  similar  Question  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hythe  on  Monday 
last. 

Belief  of  the  XTnemployed* 
Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD  (Lin- 
colnshire, Brigg) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  what  money 
has  been  decided  upon  as  a  grant  towards 
the  relief  of  the  unemployed. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George,)  No 
decision  on  the  Question  has  as  yet 
been  reached. 


Proof  Spirit  in  Cider. 
Mr.  LUPTON(Lincobi8hire,  Sleafoid); 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqn^ 
what  is  4he  percentage  of  proof  spirit 
in  ordinary  English  cider,  and  if  it  is 
more  or  less  than  the  percentage  in. 
ordinary  EngUsh  light  ale. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George,)  The 
proof  spirit  in  English  cider  varies  from 
as  low  as  2  to  11  per  cent.,  but  5  to 
7  per  cent,  may  be  regarded  as  a  fair 
average.  In  ordinary  English  light^ale 
the  per  centage  of  proof  spirit  varies 
from  6  to  11,  but  7  to  8  per  cent,  may 
be  considered  a  fair  average  for  cheap 
light  ale. 

XTnolaimed  Bank  Balaneee. 
Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.): 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  can  state  on  what  groimdft 
the  Treasury  objects  to  askiiig  the  Bank 
of  England  and  the  other  banks  of  the 
three  Kingdoms  whether  they  are  willing 
to  supply  voluntarily  to  Parliament 
statements  showing  in  each  case  the 
total  value  of  unclaimed  balances  since 
the  foundation  of  the  bank ;  the  interest 
which  would  have  accrued  to  each 
accoimt  if  it  had  not  been  dormant; 
the  total  value  of  the  drafts  and  bilk 
of  exchange  remaining  unpaid,  and 
interest  thereon ;  the  value  of  bank 
notes  issued  and  not  presented  for  re- 
payment, with  interest  thereon  ;  the 
value  of  imclaimed  stock  and  dividends 
held,  with  interest  thereon ;  and  the 
estimated  value  of  the  plate  and  other 
valuables  held  by  the  bank  and  unr 
claimed.  i._^       ., 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  As^ 
there  is  no  power  to  compel  the  banks 
to  make  such  a  return,  I  am  not  pie- 
pared,  as  at  present  advised,  to  invite 
them  to  do  it  voluntarily. 

Cost  of  Practice  Ammimition  at  Glasgow^ 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  Coimty  Association  oi 
Glasgow  has  lately  increased  the  price  for 
practice  ammunition  to  the  members  of 
the  Territorial  Force,  that  the  pieaent 
charge  incurs  an  outlay  of  2s.  for  going 
over  the  range,  and  that  the  effect  of  this- 
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is  bound  to  be  to  lower  the  standard  of 
shooting  in  that  neighbourhood;  and 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  he  will 
give  facilities  to  the  association  by  which 
it  may  sell  the  ammunition  at  a  lower 
price. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaMane.) 
The  Greneral  Officer  Ck)mmanding  has  been 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

15-Pounder  Gun  Shells, 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  total  number  of  shells 
for  the  newly-converted  15-pounder  guns 
which  will  be  made  at  Woolwich  Arsenal 
this  year. 

{Ar^swered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaMane.) 
The  present  stock  is  sufficient  for  full 
equipment  and  for  practice  for  some  time. 
None,  therefore,  will  be  made  this  year  at 
the  Arsenal. 

Artillery  Praotioe  —  Efficiency 
Eegolations. 

Mr.  CARLILE  :    To  ask  the  Secretary 

of  State  for  War  how  many  rounds  will  be 

fired  per  battery  of  the  new  converted 

15-pounder    gun    to    obtain    efficiency; 

and  what  percentage  of  hits  makes  a  first, 

or  second,  or  third-class  marksman  in 

the  Territorial  Artillery. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaMane.) 
As  regards  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
the  allowance  of  ammunition  per  battery 
is  200  rounds  annually,  but  no  classifica- 
tion standard  has  yet  been  considered  for 
the  Territorial  Artillery.  As  regards  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  first,  second,  or  third- 
class  marksman  in  the  artillery. 

Territorial  Artillery  Officers. 
Mr.  CARLILE  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  can  state  the  exact 
number  of  officers  now  serving  or  ap- 
pointed, or  to  be  shortly  appointed,  to 
the  Territorial  Artillery  who  have  seen 
any  war  service  as  Artillery  officers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaMane.) 
The  lists  of  approved  officers  have  not 
yet  been  forwarded  by  the  General  Officers 
Commanding-in-Chief,    and    it    is    not, 

vol..  CXCI.     [Fourth  Series.] 


therefore,  practicable  at  present  to  give 
the  required  information. 

Boys  at  Woolwich  Arsenal 
Mr.  CARLILE  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  is  the  total  number 
of  boys  now  employed  at  the  Woolwich 
Arsenal. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
1,677  boys  are  now  employed  at  Woolwich 
Arsenal. 

Yeomanry  Pay. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
how  many  of  the  Yeomanry  now  serving 
are  completing  periods  of  enlistment 
under  old  rates  of  pay ;  and  how  many 
have  joined  imder  the  new  conditions  as 
to  pay. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Approximately  18,000  of  the  Yeomanry 
were  on  1st  June  enlisted  in  the  Territorial 
Force  on  old  rates  of  pay  and  1,000  on 
new  rates  of  pay.  JJ 

Colonel  Smythe's  Collinstown  Estate. 

Mr.  GINNELL  (Westmeath,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  view  of  the  facts 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  that  the  farm  on  Colonel 
Smythe's  estate,  Collinstown, Westmeath, 
from  which  Mrs.  Riggs  was  evicted,  is 
still  vacant  and  on  the  landlord's  hands, 
stands  isolated  some  miles  distant  from 
the  owner's  demesne,  has  no  connection 
with  that  demesne,  and  is  not  used  or 
caable  of  being  used  as  a  home  farm ; 
that  Mrs.  Riggs'  son,  in  exile  for  want  of 
a  home,  desires  to  return  to  the  evicted 
farm ;  and  that  Mrs.  Riggs,  in  her  duty 
to  herself  and  her  children,  will  not, 
after  twenty-five  years  in  a  Land  League 
hut,  surrender  her  claim  to  restoration 
under  the  compulsory  provisions  of  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  1907,  will  he 
ascertain  definitely  when  the  Commis- 
sioners purpose  to  restore  this  evicted 
family. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer 
which  I  gave  to  his  Question  on  this 
subject  on  15th  May  last,    On  l»t  instar.t. 
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the  hon.  Member  was,  I  nnderstaud, 
informed  by  the  Estates  Commissioners 
that,  as  Mrs.  Riggs  has  declined  to 
accept  the  parcel  of  land  offered  to  her, 
they  have  struck  her  name  o£E  their  list, 
and  will  take  no  further  action  in  her 
case. 

Cahiroiveen  Evicted  Tenant 
Mr.  BOLAND:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  to  secure  the  reinstatement  of 
Dennis  Curraji,  now  living  in  New 
Ma,rket  Street,  Cahiroiveen,  who  was 
evicted  from  his  holding  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.  T.  G.  Williams,  in  the  parish  of 
Dromod,  County  Kerry. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  fuUy  considered  the 
aplication  of  Dennis  Curran  and  have 
decided  that  they  can  take  no  action 
upon  it. 

Irish  Teachers*  Pay. 
Mr.  MOONEY  (Newry) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that  some  of  the 
transition  teachers  are  losing  upwards 
of  £40  annually  by  the  operation  of  the 
rules  of  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  that  came  into  force  in  1900 ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  to  see  that  a 
portion  of  the  forthcoming  grant  will  be 
used  to  redress  the  grievances  of  this 
section  of  the  teachers. 

(Armvered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  I  beg  to 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer 
which  I  gave  on  3rd  March  last  to  a 
Question  on  this  subject  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Down,  in  which  I 
stated  that  the  teachers  referred  to  have 
already  received  full  consideration,  and 
that  each  particular  case  has  been  dealt 
with  on  its  merits.  The  Grovernment, 
as  at  present  advised,  see  no  good  reason 
to  suggest  any  alteration  in  the  manner 
of  the  disposal  of  the  additional  grant 
as  indicated  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate now  before  Parliament. 

Irish  Intermediate  Education  Board. 

Mr.  KETTLE  (Tyrone,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  when  the  rules  and 
programme  of  the  Board  of  Intermediate 


Education  in  Ireland  will  be  laid  x^n 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

(Armoerei  &y  Mr.  BirrdL)  Th»  lobi 
and  programme  for  1909  wete  laid  mpon 
the  Table  on  the  23rd  instant. 

•    ♦  •   v:  . 

Belfast  Trains  Committee's.  Seport 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  theLord-Lientenuit 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  Report  submitted  to 
the  Tramways  and  Electricity  Committee 
of  the  Belfast  Corporation  on  the  22nd 
instant,  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Dyer,  City  Accoun- 
tant ;  whether  the  report  stated  that  in 
the  half-yearly  statement  submitted  in 
October  last  the  outstanding  unpaid  bilk 
were  taken  at  £13,556,  whereas  they 
proved  afterwards  to  have  been  £16,544, 
or  a  difference  of  £2,988,  and  that  the 
item  of  power  was  also  underchaigiBd ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  diasatn- 
faction  which  exists  in  Belfast  with  the 
management  and  finance  of  the  tramway 
s3rBtem,  he  will  take  care  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  made  folly  awaie 
of  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  tramway 
accounts. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  not  received  a 
copy  of  the  Report  referred  to,  but  they 
will  call  the  attention  of  their  auditor 
to  the  facts  alleged  in  the  Question. 

American  Gooseberry  Mildew. 
Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kant. 
Ashford) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  foe 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agrieiiltiix«b 
whether  he  can  give  the  total  number  of 
outbreaks  of  American  gooseberry  mildew 
in  the  occurring  stage  which  have  occurred 
this  year,  and  the  counties  in  whiob  they 
have  severally  occurred ;  and  whether 
these  outbreaks  have  occurred  in  plants* 
tions  where  the  instructions  of  the  Boaid 
as  regards  pruning  in  winter  have  been 
carried  out. 

{Anstvered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
Seventy  outbreaks  of  American  gogee« 
berry  mildew  in  the  summer  stage  hays 
occurred  this  year  in  the  following 
counties,  viz.: — Herefordshire  (2),  War- 
wickshire (4),  Norfolk  (10),  Isle  of  BI7  (7), 
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Worcestershire  (13),  and  Huntingdon- 
shire (34).  With  the  exception  of  one 
outbreak  in  Herefordshire  and  another 
in  Warwickshire  all  the  cases  have 
occurred  in  plantations  where  thti  disease 
appeared  last  year.  They  are  probably 
due  to  imperfect  pruning.  I  may  add 
that  fruit  growers  are  now  willingly 
complying  with  the  requirements  of  our 
Orders  and  are  taking  all  necessary  steps 
to  get  rid  of  the  disease. 

Sheep  Disease— Salving. 
Mr.  FULLERTON  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  has  any  official  information 
showing  that  sheep  £kre  in  the  best  possible 
condition  of  protection  from  parasitic 
attack  when  the  old-established  custom 
of  salving  is  adopted  by  farmers ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  will  see  that  no  compulsion 
is  exercised  on  farmers  to  dip  their  sheep 
in  all  cases  where  the  sheep  have  been 
effectively  salved. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  Board  raise  no  objection  to  the 
salving  of  sheep,  but  in  view  of  the  oon- 
clusiong  arrived  at  by  the  Departmental 
Committee  on  the  dipping  and  treatment 
of  sheep,  and  of  the  advice  of  their 
veterinary  officers  on  this  matter,  the 
Board  cannot  regard  it  as  such  an  effec- 
tive precaution  against  sheep  scab  as 
dipping  in  an  approved  sheep-dip. 

Bolton  Telephonist's  Orievanoe. 
Mr.  gill  (Bolton) :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  is  aware  that 
a  female  telephonist  at  Bolton,  who  has 
been  performing  supervising  duty  for 
two  years  without  any  allowance,  has  now 
been  passed  over  by  a  junior,  who  is  to 
receive  4s.  per  week  allowance ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  officer  pivssed  over 
has  not  had  a  single  complaint  or  irregu- 
larity urged  against  her,  and  that  the 
only  reason  given  to  her  is  that  she  is  too 
friendly  with  the  staff ;  and  whether  he 
will  make  full  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

(Ansu>ered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Biuiion,)  I 
have  received  no  appeal  from  the  tele- 
phonist concetned.  I  am  fully  aware  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  am 
satisfied  that  no  injustice  was  done. 


Tobacco  Hanufaoture  Regulations. 

Mr.  watt  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will  state  the 
quantities  of  tobacco  permitted  to  be 
manufactured  under  the  various  licence 
duties  ranging  from  £5  53.  to  £31  10s. ; 
the  total  amounts  derived  from  licence 
duties  to  wholesale  tobacco  manufac- 
turer6  during  the  last  seven  years; 
whether  the  number  of  firms  pajring  these 
is  much  reduced  in  that  time ;  and 
whether  he  will  Continue  the  graduation 
of  taxation  up  to  a  much  higher  poundage. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)    The 
quantities  of  tobacco  permitted  to  be 
manufactured  under  the  various  rates 
licence  duty  are  as  follows — 


of 


Licence  Duty. 

lbs. 

£5 

53. 

not 

exceeding 

20,000 

£10  lOs. 

"  >f 

40,000 

£15  15s. 

ft 

60,000 

£21 

Os. 

» 

80,000 

£26 

53, 

it 

100,000 

£31 

lOs. 

ex 

ceeding 

100,000 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  licences  granted,  and  the  net 
receipt  of  duty  from  such  licences  in  the 
seven  years  ended  31st  March,  1908 —  »| 


Year. 

Number  of 
lioenses  iasued. 

Duty. 

1901-2     - 

502 

6,846 

1902-3     - 

482 

6,435 

1903-4     - 

464 

6,079 

1904-5     - 

441 

5,843 

1905-6     - 

429 

5,460 

1906-7     - 

415 

5,486 

1907-8     - 

415 

5,408 

It  is  not  considered  advisable  to  con- 
tinue the  graduation  to  a  higher  rate. 

Customs  Duties  on  Hops. 

Mr.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.)  : 

To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  whether  he  will  state  what  are  the 

Customs  duties '  imposed  upon  hops  in 
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various  foreign  countries,  together  with 
the  corresponding  Excise  duties,  if  any. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Kearley,)  The  rates 
of  import  duty  imposed  on  hops  in  various 
foreign  countries  are  stated  at  page  571 
of  the  Return  "  Foreign  Import  Duties, 
1907  "  (Cd.  3859).  I  am  not  aware  that 
Excise  duties  are  levied  on  hops  in  any 
of  the  principal  hop-producing  countries. 

Ist  Argyll  and  Bate  Volunteer  Artillery. 
Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War  when 
the  full  complement  of  guns  will  be 
delivered  to  the  1st  Argyll  and  Bute 
Royal  Garrison  Artillery  (Volunteers)  : 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  two  guns 
already  delivered  were  delivered  without 
pack-saddles  and  fittings  ;  whether  he  is 
now  in  a  position  to  say  what  the  allow- 
ance will  be  for  officers'  uniform ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  allowing  for  the  insurance  of  the 
men  against  accidents  likely  to  occur 
when  dealing  with  untrained  horses. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  full  number  of  guns  will  be  issued 
when  the  corps  is  ready  to  receive  them. 
The  pack  saddlery  is  not  yet  ready,  but 
it  is  hoped  will  be  ready  for  issue  by  the  j 
end  of  the  month.      As  regards  uniform, 
I  have  already  explained  to  the  House 
that  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  on 
uniform  on  transfer  will  be  granted  up  • 
to  a  sum  of  £20  under  the  conditions  laid  ! 
down  in  Army  Order  of  18th  March,  1908. 
As  regards  accidents,  compensation  will 
be  granted  as  laid  down  in  Paragraph  105 
of  Part  II.  of  the  same  Army  Order.  j 

Beohuanaland  Expedition  Reward. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing)  :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  has  under  consideration  the  award  of  a 
medal  or  some  other  decoration  for  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
men  who  took  part  in  the  Bechuanaland 
expedition  of  1884-5  ;  and,  if  so,  when  the 
distribution  is  likely  to  take  place 
and,  seeing  the  length  of  time  which  has 
already  taken  place,  if  he  will  do  what  he 
can  to  expedite  it. 


grounds  that  there  were  no  active  opert 
tions  to  justify  it.  I  see  no  reasons  foi 
departing  from  this  decision. 

Woolwioh  Arsenal— CompensatioiL  Can. 
Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  an  increased  compensation 
allowance  can  be  granted  to  William 
Edward  Ansell,  a  painter  in  the  Boyal 
Arsenal,  Woolwich,  who  was  incapacitated 
by  falling  from  a  scaffold  whilst  at  work 
at  the  projectile  store  in  1905  ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  increase 
the  allowance  of  28.  8d.  a  week  under  the 
circumstances. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaUUme.) 
The  allowance  of  2s.  8d.  a  week  was  fixed 
as  the  result  of  the  medical  examinationa 
which  took  place  in  July,  1906,  Marcli, 
1907,  and  March,  1908.  It  was  found 
at  all  three  examinations  that  his  capaidtj 
was  only  slightly  impaired  by  the  accident 
The  allowance  is  based  on  these  ezamini- 
tions  and  his  average  weekly  eamingi 
before  the  accident. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Pires  on  Admiralty  Property. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditd, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  will  state 
approximately  the  value  of  Govemmeot 
property  and  premises  destroyed  or 
damaged  by  fire  during  the  last  two 
years. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouth- 
shire, N.  )  :  As  I  have  stated,  tlM 
Admiralty  do  not  insure  their  pio- 
perty  against  fire,  and  therefore  there 
are  no  statistics  very  readily  avail- 
able to  enable  me  to  assist  the  hon. 
Member  ;  but  I  have  looked  thnHi|^ 
the  reports  of  the  cases  of  ftrt 
that  have  occurred  at  Admiralty  estalh 
lishments  in  the  United  Kingdom  duriDig 
the  last  two  years,  and  I  think  I  eu 
safely  say  that  the  amount  of  damage 
does  not  exceed  £10,000. 


(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.)  Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  How  many 
The  grant  of  a  medal  for  this  expedition  fires  would  be  involved  in  that  lew  qI 
was  refused  by  my  predecessors  on  the  \  £10,000  1 
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Mr.  MoKENNA  :  Not  many,  but  I 
cannot  charge  my  memory  with  the 
exact  number. 

Mr,  crooks  (Woolwich):  Any 
galley  fires  among  them  f 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

H.M.S.  "Commonwealth." 
Mr.  LAMONT  (Buteshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
how  long  H.M.S.  "  Commonwealth  "  was 
in  dock  after  grounding  on  Hamilton 
Spit,  in  the  Island  of  Arran,  and  what 
was  the  cost  of  effecting  the  necessary 
repairs. 

Mr.  M  c  K  E  N  N  a  :  The  "  Common- 
wealth  "  was  docked  at  Devonport  for 
repairs  after  grounding,  on  30th  August, 
1907,  and  undocked  on  the  4th  October, 
1907.  The  grounding  took  place  on  the 
23rd  August,  1907.  ]no  separate  account 
was  kept  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in 
making  ^ood  the  damage  referred  to,  but 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was 
£3,450  ;  and  from  a  return  of  expendi- 
ture which  includes  the  cost  of  the  work 
in  question,  there  seems  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  actual  expenditure  was 
in  excess  of  this  estimate. 

Dockyard  Employees  and  the  Territorial 
Army. 

Sir  SAMUEL  SCOTT  (Marylebone, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  wh'ether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Oovernment  to  give  facilities  to  meh 
employed  in  naval  dockyards  to  join  the 
Territorial  Army. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  As  far  as  the 
Admiralty  are  concerned,  no  obstacle 
will  be  placed  in  the  way  of  dockyard 
men  who  wish  to  join  the  Territorial 
Army. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  And  in  the  event  of  the  mobilisa- 
tion of  the  Territorial  Force  how  will 
the  work  of  the  dockyards  go  on  ? 

Sir  SAMUEL  SCOTT  :  Are  the  men 
aware  of  the  views  of  the  Admiralty  on 
this  point  1 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  assume  that  the 
fact  is  known  in  the  dockyards.  I 
replied  to  a  similar  Question  on  1st  June, 
and  no  doubt  the  answer  was  reported. 


Aden  Guard  Ships. 
Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  for  what  periods  during  the 
last  year  British  guard  ships  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  porD  of  Aden; 
whether  he  will  inquire  if  their  absence 
has  resulted  in  an  increase  of  the  slave 
trade  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Red 
Sea ;  and  whether  he  will  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  guard  ships  to  be  again 
stationed  there. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  There  is  no  per- 
manent guard  ship  at  Aden;  but  one 
of  His  Majesty's  ship  on  the  East 
Indian  station  is  generally  there.  During 
the  last  year  Aaen  has  been  without  a 
ship  for  a  period  of  five  months,  an 
unusually  long  period,  for  which  there 
were  exceptional  reasons.  No  informa- 
tion has  been  received  which  would  point 
to  an  increase  of  the  slave  trade  having 
taken  place  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Red  Sea,  but  inquiries  will  be  made  on 
this  point.  The  movements  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  are  determined  by  the 
requirements  of  the  service,  ana  any 
circumstances  requiring  the  presence  of 
a  ship  at  Aden  will  be  duly  taken  into 
account  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Eetums  of  Vaval  Casualties. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  the  Board  will 
grant  a  Betum  of  casualtiea  to  warships 
such  as  has  been  issued  for  many  years 
past. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  This  matter  has 
been  the  subject  of  long  and  careful  con- 
sideration^ and  the  conclusion  we  have 
come  to  is  that  we  should  not  continue  in 
this  or  future  years  to  publish  a  Return 
of  casualties  to  ships,  the  completeness  of 
which  it  is  impossible  to  guarantee. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  In  view  of  the  neces- 
sity for  discussing  the  administration  of 
the  present  Board  of  Admiralty,  will  the 
Prime  Minister  take  steps  to  allot  the 
usual  number  of  days  for  Navy  Votes, 
instead  of  cutting  them  short  ? 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUTTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  that  Question. 
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Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  says  it  is  im- 
possible to  guarantee  a  complete  casualty 
Return,  is  he  not  aware  that  there  are 
three  separate  ways  in  which  all  casual* 
ties  come  before  the  Admiralty  ?  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  admiral  in  the  first  place, 
by  regulation,  to  report  to  the  Admiralty, 
then,  secondly,  all  the  collisions  have  to 
be  logged,  and  copies  of  the  log  sent  on  ; 
and,  finally,  the  accounts  for  all  repairs 
must  be  passed  by  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  No  one  is  better 
aware  than  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
that  many  of  the  casualties  arc  of  such 
a  trifling  nature  that  they  do  not  call 
for  dockyard  repairs,  and  are  not,  in 
fact,  reported  to  the  Admiralty.  Conse- 
quently, there  would  be  no  opportunity 
for  including  them  in  the  Return  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  But  is  it  not  the 
duty  of  the  officer  in  command  to  log  and 
report  every  collision  and  every  ground- 
ing ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes;  but  the 
collision  may  be  of  a  kind  which  the 
captain  may  think  it  unnecessary  to 
report  to  the  Admiralty,  and  he  does  not 
do  so. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  Then  I  give  notice 
that  I  will  call  attention  to  this  matter 
upon  the  Navy  Estimates.  I  will  then 
cite  cases  where  vessels  have  been  re- 
paired in  dockyards,  but  which  were  not 
included  in  the  Return.  Did  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  promise  a  Return  for  this 
year  when  he  said  His  Majesty's  ship 
*'  Angler  "  would  be  included  in  the  1908 
Return  i 

Mr.  McKENNA:  At  that  time  the 
form  of  the  Return  was  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Board,  who  have  now  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  undesirable  to 
continue  to  publish  the  Return. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  Can 
we  have  a  Return  of  all  cases  where  dock- 
yard repairs  are  necessary  ? 


Mr.  MoKENNA  :  I  wiU  consider  thit 
point. 

•Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,^  Norwood): 
But  is  it  not  the  fact  that  this  Retom  hu 
been  ordered  by  the  HouBe  of  Commons  f 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  It  was  only  ordered 
for  the  year. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  I§ 
it  going  to  be  presented  for  this  year  ? 

♦Mr:  SPEAKER  : .  Order,  order.  There 
have  been,  I  think,  seven  supplementary 
Questions  to  this  one  Question  ;  and  ts 
these  are  112  Questions  on  the  Paper, 
I  think  others  should  have  a  chance. 

Cane  Sugar  Produetion. 
*Mr.  REE9  (Montgomery  Boroughs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  oi 
State  for  India  whether  he  can  give  the 
statistics  of  the  average  production 
of  cane  sugar  in  India  and  in  the  West 
Indies  for  the  five  years  preceding  and 
the  five  years  succeeding  the  introduction 
of  the  countervailing  duties  in  India. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanase, 
Perthshire,  E.) :  Statistics  of  the  pro- 
'  duction  of  sugar  in  India  before  18d9, 
I  when  countervailing  duties  were  first 
j  introduced,  are  not  available.  The  Be* 
!  turn  made  to  )}his  House  by  the  Board 
i  of  Trade  in  August,  1907,  No.  344, 
'  shows  the  sugar  production  of  India 
'  since  that  year,  and  also  of  the  sevenl 
I  West  India  Islands  since  1887. 

I  Disloyal  Bengali  Students. 

I  *Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Unde^ 
;  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
certain  Bengali  students  holding  Goven- 
mcnt  scholarships  at  the  Royal  A^- 
'  cultural  College  at  Cirencester  wore  in 
I  the  classrooms  medals  in  celebration  of 
I  the  Indian  Mutiny ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
j  they  were  ordered  to  remove  such  medals ; 
I  and  whether  they  continue  to  hold  tha. 
I  Government  scholarships. 

!  Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Secretary 
of  State  understands  from  the  Principal 
of  the  College  that  certain  Indian  students 
did  appear  in  the  classrooms  wearing  J^ 
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medal  with  a  disIoTal  iiiBcriptioiu  They 
are  not  Bengalis,  nor  do  they  hold 
Government  scholarahips.  Hie  mattei 
has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Principal  in 
exercise  of  his  disciplinary  authority. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAT  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  Are  we  to  tmderstand 
that  the  practice  has  been  definitely  put 
a  stop  to  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  hope  so. 

Calcutta  Model  Liquor  Shops. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Calcutta  Excise 
Committee  in  favour  of  the  acquisition 
of  sites  and  the  construction,  at  the  cost 
of  the  Grovemment,  of  a  certain  number 
of  model  buildings  to  be  used  as  liquor 
shops;  whether  he  will  state  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  proposal  has 
been  accepted  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Bengal ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  direct  implication  of  the 
Government  in  the  liquor  trade  which 
such  a  scheme  involves,  he  is  in  a  position 
to  state  that  the  experiment  will  be  con- 
fined to  a  limited  area,  and  will  not  be 
regarded  as  a  precedent  for  general 
application. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  seen  the  Report  referred  to. 
The  Lieutenant-Grovemor  of  Bengal  has 
directed  that  the  proposal  in  question 
may  be  acted  on  in  special  cases,  in 
which  it  is  impossible  otherwise  to  have 
proper  sanitary  safeguards,  and  an  ade- 
quate supervision  over  the  traflGlc.  The 
sites  chosen  will  be  chosen  with  a  view 
foster  the  traffic,  but  to  control  it. 
The  experiment  is  confined  to  the  Calcutta 
area,  the  conditions  of  which  are  quite 
exceptional.  | 

Poppy  Cultivation  in  China. 
Mr.    THEODORE    TAYLOR    (Lan- 
cashire, Radcliffe) :     I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  -  Secretary    of     State    for    India 
whether,    having   regard    to   the   recent  j 
rescript    of    the    Government    of    China  ; 
ordering    the    entire    cessation    of    the 
growth  of  poppy  and  the  manufacture  , 
of    opium    therefrom    throughout    that  | 
Empire  within  two  years,  and  in  view  1 


of  the  declared  policy  of  Hid  Majesty's 
(3ovemment  to  proceed  pari  passu  with 
China  in  restricting  the  opium  traffic, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  will 
give  orders  that  the  planting  of  poppy 
in  India  during  the  coming  autumn 
shall  be  materially  further  restricted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Secretary 
of  State  is  not  aware  that  a  rescript 
abolishing  poppy  cultivation  and  opium 
production  throughout  China  within  two 
years  was  recently  issued. 

Hew  Indian  Press  Law. 
*Dit.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  tq  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  I^adia  whether  he 
will  state  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
words  conditional  order  in  the  Indian 
Press  Act  VIL,  of  1908;  what  are  the 
conditions  to  which  such  an  order  is 
subject ;  and  whether  its  effect  is  to 
attach  the  Press  or  in  any  way  to  inter- 
fere with  the  publication  of  an  offending 
newspaper  before  the  persons  concerned 
have  been  afforded  the  opportunity  of 
appearing  before  the  magistrate  to  show 
cause  why  the  order  shoiUd  not  be  made 
absolute. 

♦Mr.  REES:  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers  this  Question,  may 
I  ask  him  whether  indeed  there  is  not 
yet  time  to  make  concessions  in  favour 
of  those,  who,  after  aU,  only  incite  others 
to  murder  our  compatriots  in  India  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I  do  not  think 
the  Question  necessarily  implies  con- 
cessions to  anybody.  The  words  "con- 
ditional order  "  indicate  that  the  order 
will  not  be  capable  of  execution  until 
it  is  made  absolute.  The  effect  of  such 
an  order  is  not  of  itself  to  attach  the 
Press  or  interfere  with  the  publication 
of  a  newspaper  before  the  appearance 
directed  by  the  order  ;  such  attachment 
would  require  a  separate  order  under 
subsection  (3)  of  Section  3. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether,  imder  the 
new  Indian  Press  Act,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency power  is  given  to  a  single  magis- 
trate, who  need  not  be  a  barrister,  to 
attach  by  a  summary  order  newspapers 
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BuBsian  Sugar  Exports. 
Mr.  SCOTT  (Ashton-under-Lyne) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can  explain  what  the 
effect  is  of  the  reservation  made  by  Sir 
Arthur  Hardinge  on  behalf  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  that,  although  he 
had  signed  the  Protocol  of  19th  December, 
1907,  restricting  the  export  of  Russian 
sugar,  and  thereby  equally  limiting  the 
amount  importable  into  this  country,  he 
nevertheless  did  not  thus  assent  to  the 
stipulation  tending  to  restrict  the  ex- 
portation  of  Russian  sugar. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  reserva- 
tion referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
made  in  order  to  define  the  attitude  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  towards  the 
provisions  of  the  Protocol.  If  no  such 
declaration  had  been  made,  the  signa- 
ture affixed  to  the  Protocoi  on  behalf  of 
His  Majesty's  Grovernment  might  have 
been  held  to  imply  an  acknowledgment 
of  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  if  called  upon,  to  take  part  in 
action  designed  to  secure  that  Russia 
should  fulfil  her  obligations  under  Article 
3  of  the  Protocol,  or  in  an  inquiry  as  to 
whether  she  was,  in  fact,  at  any  future 
time,  fulfilling  these  obligations.  The 
declaration  made  it  clear  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  were  not  prepared 
to  participate  in  such  proceedings.  As 
I  have  already  explained,  His  Majesty's 
Government  regarded  the  arrangement 
as  one  which  was  not  dependent  on  their 
consent,  which  could  have  been  made 
without  their  consent,  and  which  it  was 
not  in  their  power  to  prevent.  They 
therefore  considered  that  the  utmost 
they  could  do  was  to  free  themselves 
from  any  possible  obligation  to  close 
their  ports  to  Russian  sugar,  which  they  ' 
have  done  by  the  declaration  in  question. 

Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth. 
Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  :  I  bog 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Forei.!:ia 
Affairs  whether  arrangements  have  vet 
been  made  with  the  Foreign  (Jovern- 
ments  concerned  to  put  a  stop  to  trawling 
in  the  Moray  Firth  before  the  fishery 
grounds  are  destroyed  ;      and,   if  not, 


Sib  EDWARD  6RBY :  I  must  leftf 
the  hon.  Member  to  thb  Answer  retained 
by  me  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Elgin 
Burghs  on  the  4th  instant,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Bearing  in  mind 
the  great  importance  of  this  to  thousands 
of  fishermen  ia  the  north  of  Scotland, 
will  the  right  hon.  Baronet  expedite 
matters  so  that  something  may  be 
settled  t 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  am  desirous 
of  doing  so,  but  there  are  several  interests 
to  be  considered. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinburgh,  Central): 
Is  it  not  a  Department  of  our  own  ad- 
ministration with  which  the  difficohj 
has  arisen  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  Depart- 
ments concerned  are  discussing  the 
question  with  the  object  of  deciding 
what  representations  can  be  made  to 
foreign  countries  in  the  interest  of  this 
country. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  hold  out  any 
hope  that  this  matter  will  be  satisfactorily 
settled  within  the  next  twelve  months! 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  hope  sooner 

than  that. 

Great  Britain  and  Montenegro. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  P.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  far 
Foreign  Affairs  why,  in  view  of  the 
friendly  relations  which  have  always 
existed  between  Great  Britain  and 
Montenegro,  this  country  remains  the 
only  one  of  the  groat  Powers  without 
a  Legation  at  the  Montenegrin  capitaL 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  absence 
of  a  legation  of  1  lis  Majesty  at  Cettinje 
is  due  simply  to  the  fact  that  the  amount 
of  diplomatic  business  to  be  transacted 
with  the  Montenegrin  Government  does 
not  appear  sufficient  to  justify  the 
expenditure  required  for  the  maintenanoQ 
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of  such  an  establishment.  The  present 
arrangement  whereby  the  councillor  of 
His  Majesty's  Embassy  at  Rome  acts 
as  Charge  d' Affaires,  and  resides  at 
Cettinje  temporarily  whenever  his  ser- 
vices are  required,  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Great  Britain  and  Servia- 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  British  Minister  at  Belgrade 
maintains  intimate  personal  relations 
with  the  Servian  regicides,  in  violation 
of  the  assurances  given  that  such  rela- 
tions would  be  carefully  avoided ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  evidence  laid 
before  the  State  trial  at  Cettinje,  impli- 
cating the  Servian  Crown  and  Govern- 
ment in  a  plot  to  assassinate  the  Prince  of 
Montenegro  and  his  family,  the  Grovem- 
ment  will  consider  the  propriety  of  again 
severing  diplomatic  relations  withServia. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  is  in  the  negative.  With  regard 
to  the  second  part.  His  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment  are  in  possession  of  no  evidence 
of  the  nature  alluded  to,  and  have  no 
intention  of  making  any  change  in  the 
diplomatic  relations  existing  between 
the  two  countries. 

The  Khedives  Visit 
Mr.  KETTLE  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  present  visit  of  the 
Khedive  to  this  country  is  of  an  official 
character;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Goyemment  proposes  to  discuss  with  the 
Khedive  the  petition,  bearing  more  than 
40,000  signatures,  recently  presented 
to  him  by  Mohammed  Farid  Bey,  leader 
of  the  Egyptian  Nationalist  Party,  pray- 
ing for  the  grant  of  a  Constitution  and 
a  representative  Assemby  to  Egypt. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  visit  of 
the  Khedive  is  of  a  private  and  not  of  an 
official  character,  and  I  can  therefore 
make  no  official  statements  about  it. 

Mr.  kettle  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  say  that  questions  of  inter- 
national politics  are  never  discussed 
in  a  private  visit  of  one  Sovereign  to 
another  ? 


Sib  EDWARD  GREY :  I  did  not  say 
that.  I  said  I  could  make  no  official 
statement. 

The  Ohezira  Eebellion—Aldul  Eader's 
Fate. 

Mb.  KETTLE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
what  were  the  respective  dates  of  the 
trial  and  execution  of  Abdul  Kader, 
leader  of  the  rebellion  at  Ghezira,  in  the 
Soudan  ;  was  he  allowed  any  appeal ; 
whether  the  sentence  included  confisca- 
tion of  Abdul  Kader's  property ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  there  was  any  proof  that  his 
family  were  implicated  in  the  matters 
for  which  he  was  convicted. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Abdul  Kader 
was  tried  on  8th  May  before  a  Civil 
Court,  in  accordance  with  the  Soudan 
Penal  Code,  and  was  found  guilty  of 
murder  and  rebellion.  He  first  invited 
Mr.    Scott-Moncrieff   and   an   Egyptian 

I  officer  to  interview  him,  and  then 
murdered  them  in  cold  blood ;  and 
subsequently  made  an  attack  upon  the 
Government  forces  which  resisted  in 
the  death  of  two  officers  and  several 
men.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any 
right  of  appeal  in  such  cases.  The 
sentence    included    confiscation    of    his 

'  property.  I  do  not  know  what  members 
of  his  family  were  implicated.     He  is,  so 

I  far,    the    only    person    who    has    been 

,  executed. 

I 

!  Mr.  kettle  :  What  were  the  dates 
of  the  trial  and  execution  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  He  was  tried 
on  8th  May.  I  forget  the  exact  date  of 
the  execution  ;    it  was  shortly  after. 


Mr. 
after. 


kettle  :     Was  it  not  a  week 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  will  inquire. 

Flof^ging  Sentences  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  kettle  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sccre^ 

'  tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 

a  policeman,  by  name  Mohammed  Elal, 

of  Abdin  district,  was  on  19th  March  last 

i  sentenced  to  twenty-five  lashes  and  nine 

'  months   imprisonment    for   accepting   a 

;  bribe  of  4  piastres,  equivalent  to  about 

I  lOd. ;  if  so,  whether  he  will  instruct  the 
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Britisli  agent  in  Egypt  to  recommend  the 
discontinuance  of  flogging  for  slight 
ofEences,  and  in  this  instance  the  release 
of  the  prisoner  ;  and  whether  he  can  say 
if  all  information  with  regard  to  this  case 
was  withheld  from  the  ^ess,  although  a 
bureau  for  the  dissemination  of  of&cial 
news  exists  in  Egypt. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  alleged  occurrence. 
I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  suppose 
that  the  disciplinary  measures  taken  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  to  secure 
efficiency  and  prevent  abuses  in  the  police 
force  are  excessive  or  that  there  is  any 
justification  for  interfering  with  their 
discretion  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  KETTLE:  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into 
this  particular  case  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  No,  Sir,  not 
unless  I  have  reason  to  suppose  anything 
occurred  which  would  justify  our  inter- 
vention. 

The  Fighting  in  Persia. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Aflairs  whether  he  has  received  any 
information  as  to  the  recent  fighting  in 
Teheran  and  imreat  in  Persia ;  and 
whether  he  is  taking  any  steps  to  protect 
the  lives,  property,  and  interests  of 
British  subjects. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  On  the  23rd 
His  Majesty's  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Teheran 
reported  that  the  Shah  had  sent  twenty 
Cossacks  to  arrest  eight  persons  in  a 
mosque  which  adjoins  the  Assembly 
House.  The  arrest  was  refused,  and  a 
shot  was  fired  from  the  mosque.  Guns 
were  then  used  by  the  Shah's  troops  and 
a  number  of  people  killed.  A  further 
telegram  of  the  23rd  stated  that  some 
twelve  of  the  alleged  leaders  of  the 
popular  party  had  been  arrested,  includ- 
ing Seyyid  Abdulla.  The  Assembly 
buildings  and  mosque  had  been  cleared 
by  the  Shah's  troops.  The  Assembly 
building,  some  shops  and  houses,  including 
that  of  the  Zil  es  Sultan,  had  been  pillaged 
and  a  state  of  siege  proclaimed.  The 
Anjumens    had    dispersed.     The    losses 


among  the  troops  amounted  to  forty  ma; 
on  the  other  side  they  were  unknovn, 
but  reported  to  be  small.  The  miliUir 
Attache  reported  that  the  town  was  qiuet, 
and  there  was  as  yet  no  signs  of  refogM 
taking  ''bast"  in  the  British  LegatioL 
On  the  23rd  the  Russian  Bilinister  andik 
British  Charge  tC Affaires  sent  their  dng»- 
mans  to  the  Shah  to  recall  to  His  Majesty 
the  assurances  he  had  given  in  December, 
and  to  suggest  that  he  should  issue  a 
proclamation  announcing  that  he  hii 
no  desire  to  abolish  the  Constitution; 
they  also  requested  that  the  moet 
stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to 
maintain  order  and  protect  Europeuu. 
The  Shah,  in  reply  to  these  requesta, 
gave  full  assurances  and  ordered  tint 
special  protection  should  be  afiorded'to 
the  telegraphs  and  the  Imperial  Bank 
of  Persia.  Yesterday  Mr.  Marling  tele- 
graphed that  Teheran  was  quiet,  and  thit 
he  did  not  expect  danger  for  Euiopean& 
A  number  of  refugees,  including  a  depntr 
and  five  journalists,  had,  however,  takes 
"bast"  in  the  Legation.  The  Shah 
h&d  arrested  on  the  night  of  the  2M 
thirty  prominent  members  of  the  opposing 
party,  mostly  members  of  the  Anjumeni 
and  journalists.  The  British  and  Busaiaii 
Grovemments  have  instructed  their  lem- 
sentatives  at  Teheran  to  warn  the  Zd  es 
Sultan  against  intriguing  against  the 
throne,  and  also  to  inform  the  Shah  that 
any  hostile  action  against  the  Medglifls 
and  the  Constitutional  Party  would 
receive  no  support  from  them. 

Mr.  lynch  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripon): 
May  I  ask  whether  the  Russian  officer 
who  was  in  command  of  the  Shah's  troops 
during  the  events  A^hich  culminated  in 
the  destruction  of  the  Parliament  House 
is  now  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
of  order  in  Teheran,  and  whether  this 
officer  and  the  other  Russian  offioers  in 
the  Persian  service  are  on  the  active  list 
of  the  Russian  army  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY;  The  Russian. 
or  any  officer  in  command  of  Peirian 
troops,  is  under  the  orders  of  the  Persian 
Government,  who  are  respon«ible  for  the 
mamtenance  of  order  in  Teheran.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  officer  referred  to 
or  others  are  on  the  active  list  of  the 
Russian  Army;    probably  they  are  in 
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-i  the  same  way  as  British  officers  are  some- 
g  times  seconded  for  service  in  a  foreign 
^  country. 

^  Seizure  of  a  British  Snhjeot  hy  Xoon  at 
^  Tetnan. 

^       Major   ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :       I 

'    beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

^    Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  received 

'    any  report  of  the  alleged  seizure  of  Mr. 

Clark   Kennedy,   a  British   subject,   by 

Hoors,  near  Tangier ;    and  what  action 

His    Majesty's    Government    intend    to 

take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.): 
At  the  same  time  may  I  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  AiEairs  whether  he 
has  received  information  of  the  capture 
of  Mr.  Clark  Kennedy,  a  British  subject, 
by  Moorish  brigands  near  Tetuan ;  and 
what  steps  will  be  taken  to  procure  his 
release. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  received  no  informa- 
tion beyond  the  bare  fact  of  Mr.  Clark 
Kennedy's  capture.  The  British  Charg 
d*  Affaires  at  Tangier  has  reported  that 
he  and  the  Vice-Consul  at  Tetuan  are 
taking  steps  to  secure  his  release. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  declaration  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  that  they  are  not  respon- 
sible for  the  payment  of  ransom  in  the  case 
of  Raisuli's  captures  still  holds  good  ? 

Sm  EDWARD  GREY:  Certainly 
it  holds  good.  It  is  intended  as  a  warning 
that  if  people  go  to  dangerous  places 
they  do  so  at  their  own  risk.  But  in 
the  case  of  a  British  subject  being 
captured  we  should  use  what  influence 
is  in  our  power  to  obtain  his  release. 

Hamilton  Spit  Light. 
♦Mr.  LAMONT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  will  state  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
lighted  buoy  to  be  placed  by  the  Northern 
Lights  Commissioners  at  Hamilton  Spit, 
in  the  Island  of  Arran. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 
(Mr.  Kearlby,  Devonport) :  The 
estimated     cost     of     establishing     the 


proposed  gas  lights   buoy  ofE  Hamilton 
Spit  is  £350. 

♦Mr.  LAMONT :  May  I  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether,  if  this  small  expendi- 
ture had  been  incurred  when  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
the  subject  by  means  of  a  Question  in 
March  last  year  we  should  not  have  saved 
the  £3,450  which  it  cost  to  repair  H.M.S. 
"  Commonwealth." 

Distriot  Railway  Carriage  Doors. 
Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
bo  frequent  complaints  on  the  part  of 
travellers  on  the  District  Railway  arising 
out  of  the  confusion,  delays,  and  incon- 
venience attending  the  use  of  sliding 
doors,  which  are  also  alleged  to  constitute 
a  serious  danger  to  the  travelling  public  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  The  Board  of  Trade 
are  informed  by  the  railway  company 
that  they  are  preparing  to  change  all 
the  present  pneumatic  apparatus  con- 
trolling the  movement  of  the  doors,  so 
that  the  doors  can  be  worked  by  hand. 

XTnited  Kingdom  Pilots  Association. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  in  fulfilment  of  the  promise 
given  by  his  predecessor  in  office  during 
the  debate  on  the  Merchant  Shipping 
(Tonnage  Deduction  for  Propelling 
Power)  Bill  on  1st  August  last,  he  will 
meet  the  pilots  of  tlus  country  ;  and 
whether  he  will  receive  a  deputation 
from  representatives  of  the  United  King- 
dom Pilots  Association,  who  will  be 
present  in  London  on  2nd  July  for  the 
purposes  of  their  Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has,  I  understand,  already  intim- 
ated to  the  Association  that  he  will  be 
happy  to  receive  the  proposed  deputation 
on  2nd  July. 

Railway  Bates  for  Beef. 

Mr.  COOPER  (Southwark,  Bermond- 

sey) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 

Board  of  Trade  what  are  the  rates  per 

I  ton  charged  by  the  railway  companies 
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for  the  carriage  of  meat  from  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  Birkenhead,  Manchester, 
Chester,  Birmingham,  and  Norwich  to 
the  London  Central  Meat  Market ;  and 
whether  any  reduction  in  rat«  is  allowed 
by  the  railway  companies  to  firms 
sending  chilled  and  frozen  meat  from 
any  of  these  towns  which  has  been 
imported  from  America. 

Mr.  KEARLET  :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  asked  the  railway  companies 
concerned  for  this  information  and  will 
communicate  with  my  hon.  friend  when 
they  have  received  it. 

Central  XTnemployed  Committee. 
^^  Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  has  recently  received  a  statement 
from  the  late  superintendent  of  the 
women's  workroom,  at  the  Browning 
Settlement,  Walworth  Road,  S.E., 
setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  her 
dismissal  by  the  Central  Unemployed 
Committee,  Women's  Section,  and  ap- 
pealing for  an  inquiry  at  liis  hands ; 
whether  he  is  aware  thit  she  alleges 
that  the  main  ch^rojo  of  inofficiont  ad- 
ministration brought  0  gainst  her  is 
entirely  unfounded,  and  adduces  proof 
in  support ;  whether  he  is  aware  thit  the 
committee  has  refused  to  give  her  a 
hearing ;  and  "will  he  reconsider  his 
refusal  to  investigate. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY '  SECRE- 
TARY  TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD  (Mr.  Master-  man,  West  Ham, 
N.) :  The  facts  are  generally  as  stated  in 
the  Question.  The  appointment  and 
dismissal  of  the  officers  of  the  Central 
(Unemployed)  Body  for  London  is  not  a 
matter  which  is  subject  to  any  control  on 
the  part  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  the  Board  could  not  undertake  to 
investigate  the  coniphiint  referred  to. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  Do  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  refuse  to  inquire 
into  this  matter,  which  involves  not 
payment  of  the  money  but  justice  ? 

Mr.  MASTERMAN:  The  officials 
of  the  Central  Unemployed  Conmiitteo 
do  not  take  their  appointments  subject 


to  the  control  of  the  Local  (Jovemment 
Board. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  But  surely  the 
Loc^l  Government  Board  has  aome 
influence  with  the  Committee  to  see 
that  justice  is  done  ? 

Mr.  MASTERMAN:  We  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  justice  has  not 
been  done. 

Imported  Skimmed  Milk. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :     I  beg  to  ask 

the  President  of  the  Local  Govemment 
Board  whether  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  condensed  skim  milk  which  is  unfitted 
for  the  feeding  of  infants  comes  from 
Holland  and  Belgiiun  ;  whether  he  can 
say  what  proportion  of  the  907,983  cwts. 
imported,  according  to  the  Returns,  in 
1906  came  from  these  countries  respec- 
tively ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  it  wag 
established  by  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Butter  Committee  that  in  these 
countries  a  widespread  system  of  scientific 
adulteration  of  butter  and  other  daily 
produce  intended  for  exportation  was 
carried  on ;  and  whether  any  steps  are 
being  taken,  or  will  be  taken,  by  the 
Board  to  inspect  and  analyse  at  the  ports 
of  entry  or  other  places  samples  of  this 
condensed  milk. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  I  am  aware  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  condenied 
skimmed  milk  imported  into  this  country 
comes  from  the  Netherlands.  Not  much 
appears  to  come  from  Belgium.  The 
quantity  of  condensed  niillr  imported  in 
1906  from  the  Netherlands  was  638,0(^4 
cwts.,  and  from  Belgium,  46,371  cwta. 
These  quantities,  like  the  907,983  cwta. 
mentioned  in  the  Question,  compiiaa 
every  class  of  imported  condensed  milk, 
and  not  merely  condensed  milk  which  is 
separated  or  sldnmied.  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  a  widespread  system  o£ 
scientific  adulteration  in  Holland  and 
Belgium  as  respects  condensed  skimmed 
milk.  The  article  itself  is  very  'cheap. 
Samples  are  taken  at  the  ports  by  the 
Customs  officers,  with  a  view  to  prevent- 
ing condensed  skimmed  milk  from  being 
introduced  without  being  properly 
labelled,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  lately  prepared  Kegulatf<HiB 
under  the  Public  Health  (Regulations  as 
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to  Food)  Act  of  last  session,  which  have 
already  been  issued  in  diaft»  and  which 
provide  for  unsound  food  of  all  kinds 
being  examined  and  dealt  with  at  the 
port  of  entry. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  have  given  the 
President  of  the  Local  Govenunent  Board 
a  large  amount  of  information  on  this. 
Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a  large 
proportion  of  this  condensed  skimmed 
milk  contains  anything  from  30  to  37  per 
cent,  of  beet  sugar  for  the  purpose  of 
preservation  and  that  such  an  amount 
is  deleterious  to  human  health — ^par- 
ticularly in  the  case  of  invalids  and 
children  ? 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  I  am  aware  it 
is  deleterious  for  infants,  and  probably 
a  case  may  be  made  out  for  issuing  a 
regulation  calling  public  attention  to 
the  fact. 


Territorial  Army-Allowattces  for 
Substitution. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  is 
aware  that  in  some  cases  tmder  the  new 
regulations  Post  Office  employees  who 
attend  the  encampments  of  the  territorial 
Forces  will  be  required  to  pay  more  for 
substitutes  at  the  Post  Office  than  ^hey 
would  themselves  receive  as  Post  Office 
salary  or  wages  during  the  period  of  the 
training ;  is  he  aware  that  no  similar 
cases  occurred  under  the  Volunteer 
system;  and  will  he  so  amend  the 
Regulations  that  no  employee  under  him 
will  be  a  loser  in  excess  of  his  pay  from 
the  fact  that  he  attends  an  encampment 
of  the  Territorial  Forces. 


The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar) :  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform 
the  hon.  Member  that,  under  the  Regula- 
tions, as  now  authorised  by  the  Treasury, 
the  hardship  indicated  in  the  Question 
has  been  removed.  No  Post  Office 
employee  who  receives  special  leave  for 
training  with  the  Territorial  Forces  will 
be  required  to  pay  towards  the  cost  of 
his  substitute  any  sum  in  excess  of  the 
amount  of  his  civU  pay. 


Early  Morning  Trains  for  Postal 
Employees, 

Vr.  WARDLE  (Stockport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster- General  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  difficulty 
that  a  number  of  postal  servants  employed 
at  St.  Martin's-le-Grand,  and  living  in 
the  North  of  London,  experience  in  getting 
to  work  at  5  a.m.,  seeing  that  the  first 
train  of  the  morning  service  is  due  to 
arrive  at  Aldersgate  Street  at  5.8  a.m.  ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  up  the  matter 
with  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany with  a  view  to  getting  them  to  run 
the  train  earlier,  or  to  run  another  train 
to  the  City  which  would  enable  the  men 
to  get  to  work  at  5  a.m. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  No  re- 
presentation has  been  made  to  me  on 
this  subject.  Post  Office  servants  not 
infrequently  apply  through  their  associa- 
tions, or  direct,  to  the  railway  companies, 
when  they  think  a  case  can  be  made  out 
for  additional  or  earlier  train  services,   j 

Mr.  WARDLE:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  representations 
have  already  been  made  to  the  companies, 
and  that  there  are  over  1,000  postal 
employees  who  live  in  the  North  of 
London  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  K  any 
representations  are  made  to  me,  I  will 
inquire  into  them. 

XTnclaimed  Deposits  in  Scotch  Banks. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  is  aware  that  large  sums 
of  money  are  held  by  the  Scottish  banks 
on  deposit  receipts  ;  that  many  of  the 
thrifty  of  the  working  class  invest  their 
savings  in  that  way ;  that  the  loss  or 
mislay  of  the  receipt  destroys  all  evidence 
of  the  transaction  except  the  evidence 
of  the  books  of  the  banks ;  that  no 
effort  whatever  is  made  by  the  banks 
to  find  the  owners  of  these  sums  or  their 
representatives ;  and  that,  ultimately, 
the  money  goes  to  enrich  the  shareholders 
of  the  banks  ;  and  whether,  imder  these 
circumstances,  he  will  institute  a  De- 
partmental Inquiry  into  this  matter. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  I  am  aware 
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that  considerable  sums  are  invested  in 
the  manner  described  by  my  hon.  friend, 
and  I  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
regarding  the  points  raised  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  YOITNGER  (Ayr  Burghs) :  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the 
statement  that  the  banks  make  no  efforts 
to  find  the  owners  of  these  sums 


Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  have  said  I  will 
inquire. 

Mr.  WATT:  May  I  ask 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order. 
Really,  I  think  other  hon.  Members  who 
have  Questions  on  the  Paper  should  have 
some  chance. 

School  Attendance  in  Stomoway. 
'  Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if 
he  will  state  under  what  circumstances 
the  father  of  a  child  living  at  Upper 
Bayble,  Island  of  Lewis,  has  been  sum- 
moned by  the  School  Board  of  Stomoway 
to  appear  before  the  Sheriff  for  not 
sending  his  child  to  school,  seeing  that 
the  child  is  under  six  years  of  age,  and 
that  she  would  have  to  walk  six  miles 
a  day  if  she  returned  home  for  the  mid- 
day meal. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  Department 
have  no  information  on  the  subject, 
and  in  any  case  the  matter  is  one  for 
the  decision  of  the  Sheriff  and  not  of 
the  Department. 

Scottish  Fisheries— Steam-Propelled 
Vessels. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  out 
of  1,103  steam-propelled  vessels  engaged 
in  the  Scottish  fisheries  last  year  287 
were  engaged  in  trawling,  will  he  state 
how  this  latter  figure  compares  with  the 
number  of  steam  trawlers  employed 
during  each  of  the  five  preceding  years. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  The  figures  are  as 
follows — 

1902 275 

1903 280 

1904 270 

1905 266 

1906 274 


{COMMONS}  Quegtums.    '  % 

Illegal  Trawling^-Ontaitiss  for 
Fiahramen- 
MB.WEIR:  IbegtoasktheSecietuy 
for  Scotland  in  view  of  the  faot  thatlMt 
year  local  fishermen  materially  a«M 
the  Fishery  Boaid  for  Scotland  b  Beeo^ 
ing  the  prosecution  of  persoiiB  engifel 
in  illegal  trawling,  by  detecting  no  \m 
than  twenlry-six  veaeels  thns  occapiel, 
will  he  consider  the  expediency  of  anaBg* 
ing  for  the  award  of  gratuities  to  fishennea 
for  services  of  this  character. 


Mb.  SINCLAIR  :  The  suggestion  il- 
vanced  by  my  hon.  friend  has  bea 
considered,  but  in  my  opinion  it  k 
inexpedient  as  a  matter  of  public  policy. 

Prosecutions  for  Illegal  Trawling— let 
Police  Cruiser. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretair 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  thatdtt 
number  of  prosecutions  for  illegal  tni^ 
increased  last  year  to  131,  as  compand 
with  thirty-eight,  the  highest  pievioa 
record ;  and,  seeing  that  this  points  ti 
a  large  indrease  in  the  number  of  pe^ 
sons  who  occupy  themselves  in  destroying 
the  means  of  livelihood  of  the  line  fi«>w 
men,  will  he  state  when  the  new  m 
police  cruiser  which  was  promised  some 
time  since  is  likely  to  be  placed  at  tk 
disposal  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scot- 
land. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  must  refer  mj 
hon.  friend  to  the  reply  given  yesteidij 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  St.   Andzewi 

Burghs. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Cka 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  the 
dimensions  of  the  new  vessel  ? 


Mr.  SINCLAIR: 

information. 


I  have  not   that 


Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  time  to 
get  it  by  post. 

Legislation  for  the  Suppression  of 
Illegal  Trawlmg. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
recently  issued  Report  of  the  Fisheiy 
Board  for  Scotland  shows  that  last  year 
there  were  131  prosecutions   for  illegal 
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trawling  as  compared  with  thirty-eighi, 
the  highest  previous  record,  will  he 
either  introduce  more  drastic  legislation 
for  the  suppression  of  illegal  trawling 
or  support  the  Bills  which  have  been 
introduced  by  private  Members  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  number  of 
prosecutions  in  1907  was  quite  abnormal, 
owing  to  the  number  of  cases  reported 
to  the  authorities,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  decision  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justiciary  bearing  on  the  Moray  Firth 
bye-law.  In  view  of  the  negotiations 
which  are  proceeding  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  does  not  consider  the  present 
an  opportune  time  for  legislation. 

Illegal  Trawling  by  Foreigners. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
out  of  131  prosecutions  for  illegal  trawling 
ast  year,  no  less  than  100  were  against 
the  masters  of  foreign  trawlers,  nine:  y-six 
of  whom  were  detected  operating  in  the 
waters  of  the  Moray  Firth  ;  and  seeing 
that  these  foreigners  have  shown  an 
indifference  to  the  penalities  inflicted, 
two  masters  having  repeated  the  offence 
on  eleven  different  occasions,  one  on 
eight  occasions,  three  on  six  occasions, 
and  two  on  four  occasions,  will  he  suggest 
to  the  Foreign  Secretary  the  desirability 
of  negotiating  with  the  Powers  under 
whose  flag  these  vessels  sail  some  arrange- 
ment under  which  persons  of  this  charac- 
ter may  have  their  certificates  temporarily 
suspended. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  There  are  objections 
to  addition  of  penalities  beyond  those 
imposed  by  statute,  and  I  do  not  see 
mv  way  to  approaching  my  right  hon. 
friend  on  the  lines  suggested. 

Tuberculosis  Prevention  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  improved 
attitude  of  public  opinion  in  Ireland  on 
the  subject  of  prevention  of  tuberculosis, 
due  to  the  work  of  Lady  Aberdeen ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  public  opinion 
in  Scotland  is  maturing  in  favour  of 
legislation  ;  and  whether  he  will  intro- 
duce for  Scotland  a  measure  on  the  lines 
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of  the  Tuberculosis  Prevention  (Ireland) 
BiU. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  am  aware  of  the 
fact  as  stated,  and  will  keep  the  matter 
in  view,  but  I  may  refer  my  hon.  friend 
to  the  Local  Grovernment  Board's  Circular 
of  10th  March,  1906,  and  to  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1907, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  every 
phase  of  pulmonary  phthisis  is  already 
administratively  provided  for  in  Scotland 
by  the  existing  public  health  legislation 
of  that  country.  I  may  add  that  the 
Local  Grovernment  Board  are  shortly 
to  issue  a  second  Memorandum  indicating 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
administrative  control  of  the  disease 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  the  Board 
have  already  consented  to  the  adoption 
of  the  compulsory  notification  Act  by 
nine  local  authorities. 

Tooma  Shooting  Outrage. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  man  named  Patrick 
Lyons,  of  Tooma,  County  Leitrim,  was 
recently  shot ;  whether  he  can  say  if 
he  is  seriously  injured,  what  arrests  have 
been  made,  and  what  sentence  passed ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  cattle-drives 
recently  took  place  in  the  district  of 
Tuam,  where  the  stock  of  a  cattle  owner, 
near  Tullinadaly,  consisting  of  225  sheep 
and  fourteen  head  of  cattle  were  driven, 
and  from  a  farm  on  the  estate  of  Colonel 
Walter  Nolan,  where  sixty-seven  sheep 
and  five  cattle  were  driven ;  and  what 
arrests  have  been  made  and  what  sen- 
tences passed. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.)  : 
The  police  authorities  inform  me  that 
on  7th  June,  in  Comity  Leitrim,  Patrick 
Lyons  was  fired  at  and  seriously  injured 
in  the  thigh,  but  is  now  progressing 
favourably.  The  accused  person  has 
been  arrested,  and  the  proceedings  are 
pending.  The  cattle-drives  referred  to 
in  the  second  part  of  the  Question^ 
recently  took  place  in  the  County  Galway. 
No  arrests  have  been  made  in  those 
cases. 
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Captain  CKAIG:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  this  case  of 
shooting  arose  in  connection  with  an 
agrarian  dispute  ?  Do  the  Government 
intend  to  take  no  firm  stand  in  regard 
to  these  matters,  instead  of  allowing 
them  to  drift  as  they  are  doing  ? 

Mr.  BIKRELL  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  the 
shooting  occurred. 

Ballymahon,  County  Longford,  Riot. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
local  magistrate  refused  to  sign  the 
summonses  prepared  by  the  police  in 
connection  with  the  recent  riot  and  un- 
lawful assembly  in  the  vicinity  of  Bally- 
mahon,  County  Longford,  and  a  resident 
magistrate  had  to  be  telegraphed  for; 
and  whether  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  has  been  called  to  the  action 
of  the  local  magistrate,  and  what  action, 
if  any,  he  has  taken. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  police  authorities 
inform  me  that  no  local  magistrate  re- 
fused or  was  asked  to  sign  summonses 
or  any  other  document  in  connection 
with  the  case  referred  to.  No  sum- 
monses, in  fact,  were  issued,  but  the 
resident  magistrate  issued  warrants  in 
the  ordinary  course.  He  wasjnot  tele- 
graphed for. 

Outrages  in  Ireland  in  May. 
Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  how  many  cases  of  outrages 
by  the  use  of  firearms,  cattle -driving, 
boycotting,  and  other  forms  of  intimida- 
tion, respectively,  have  been  reported 
to  the  police  during  the  month  of  May 
last,  how  many  arrests  were  made,  and 
what  sentences  were  passed. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  During  the  month  of 
May  last  seventeen  offences  were  re- 
ported in  which  firearms  were  used. 
Five  persons  were  arrested,  of  whom 
three  have  been  returned  for  trial,  one 
has  been  discharged,  and  the  case  against 
the  fifth  is  pending.  There  were  139 
cattle-drives  during  the  month,  483 
persons  were  arrested,  of  whom  447  were 


bound  to  keep  the  peace,  twenty-one  vcn 
discharged,  and  fifteen  were  committed 
to  prison  in  default  of  finding  bail.  Ob 
31st  May  there  were  twenty-five  casei 
of  serious  boycotting  and  140  cases  of 
minor  boycotting.  During  the  montk 
there  were  thirty-nine  cases  of  intiniidi- 
tion,  mainly  by  threatening  letters  and 
notices.  One  arrest  has  been  madf, 
and  the  case  is  pending. 

Captain  CRAIG :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  prepared  to  modify  Us 
opinion  that  the  state  of  Ireland  is  better 
than  it  has  been  for  the  last  600  years  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  have  heard  that 
remark  of  mine  referred  to  a  great  many 
times.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  modify 
it  if  you  wish. 

Assanlt  on  an  Estates  Inspector  at 
Dundmm. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
inspector  to  the  Estates  Gommissionen 
was  recently  assaulted  when  going  his 
rounds,  handing  over  allotments,  near 
Dundrum,  Tipperary  ;  what  arrests  were 
made  and  what  sentences,  if  any,  passed: 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Walter 
Joyce,  of  Corgany  House,  County  Gal- 
way,  is  rigorously  boycotted,  and  can  lie 
state  the  reason ;  whether  he  is  awaie 
that  firing  outrages  have  recently  oc- 
curred in  Galway,  when  the  house  of  a 
man  named  Slattery,  employed  as  a 
labourer  on  the  Lewis  estate,  near  Wood- 
ford, was  attacked,  and  near  Tuam, 
when  the  house  of  a  man  named  Martin 
Mohan,  at  Feeragh,  was  fired  into  ;  how 
many  arrests  have  been  made  in  these 
cases ;  and  what  sentences  have  been 
passed. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  On  15th  May  the 
Estates  Commissioners'  inspector  wii 
engaged  upon  the  Dundrum  estate  wh«i 
several  men  came  upon  the  land  and 
assumed  a  threatening  attitude  towarda 
him.  No  assault  was  committed,  except 
that  one  of  the  men  snatched  a  notebook 
from  the  inspector.  Proceedings  were 
taken  against  twelve  persons,  with  tlie 
object  of  binding  them  to  the  peace,  but 
the  magistrates  adjourned  the  case  for 
six  months  in  order  to  see  how  thejT 
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should  behave  in  the  meantime.  Mr. 
Walter  Joyce  is  boycotted,  owing,  the 
police  understand,  to  differences  with  his 
tenants.  On  the  night  of  27th  May  two 
shots  were  fired  into  the  house  of  John 
Slattery,  and  on  the  night  of  6th  May 
two  shots  were  fired  outside,  but  not 
into,  the  house  of  Martin  Mohan.  No 
arrests  have  been  made  in  these  cases. 

Irish  Proclaimed  Counties. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
-Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  recent  action  of 
the  Lords  Justices  in  proclaiming  two 
more  counties  in  Ireland  was  approved 
by  the  Lord-Lieutenant ;  and,  if  so,  can 
he  state  the  reasons  for  taking  this  step. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Lords  Justices 
have  full  power  to  act  during  the  absence 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  therefore, 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  does  not 
arise.  The  proclamations  were  issued 
with  the  object  of  appointing  additional 
police,  because  the  counties  were  in  a 
state  of  disturbance  arising  mainly  from 
cattle-driving. 

Judge  Curran  on  Cattle-drives. 
Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
oalled  to  the  statement  made  recently  by 
County  Court  Judge  Curran,  in  address- 
ing the  Grand  Jury  at  Longford,  when 
he  stated  that  cattle-driving  would  never 
cease  so  lonsj  as  the  Government  only 
bound  to  the  peace  those  who  were 
caught  in  the  act,  and  that  the  test  of 
the  measures  taken  by  the  Government 
was  found  in  the  fact  that  there  were 
no  good  results ;  that  they  had  been 
binding  people  to  keep  the  peace  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  but  cattle-driving 
was  still  pursued,  and  that  the  attitude 
of  the  authorities  tended  to  demoralise 
and  dishearten  almost  everyone  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  country  ;  that  it  disheartened 
resident  magistrates  and  must  tend  to 
demoraUse  the  police  force  ;  and  what 
action,  if  any,  the  Government  intend 
to  take  in  order  to  restore  law  and  order 
in  the  counties  referred  to. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Attorney- General  for  Ireland  replied 


to  a  Question  on  this  subject  yesterday. 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  his  reply,  be- 
yond saying  that  the  Government  do 
not  agree  with  the  opinions  stated  to 
have  been  expressed  by  the  County 
Court  Judge. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  As  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary does  not  take  so  serious  a  view  of 
these  matters  as  .we  do,  I  will  put  a 
Question  on  the  whole  subject  to  the 
Prime  Minister  next   Tuesday. 

Division  of  the  Monaghan  Estate  Un- 
tenanted Lands,  Galway, 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  when  Messrs.  Green 
and  Stewart,  inspectors  of  the  Irish 
Land  Commission,  were  recently  engaged 
in  allotting  or  laying  out  untenanted 
land  on  the  Monaghan  estate,  County 
Galway,  Heathlawn  townland;  for  divi- 
sion amongst  the  adjoining  owners,  they 
were  accompanied  by  Father  Callanan 
and  Father  Donohue,  Roman  Catholic 
curates;  was  it  the  priests  who,  in  fact, 
made  the  allotments,  and  amongst  the 
allotments  did  Father  Donohue  himself 
get  a  substantial  holding  with  a  residence 
on  it,  and  is  he  to  be  enabled  to  purchase 
by  means  of  an  advance  ;  and  was  he  a 
person  previously  having  an  uneconomic 
holding  in  the  district  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners approved  of  a  scheme  for  the 
distribution  of  the  untenanted  lands 
referred  to  in  the  Question,  and  on  a 
subsequent  date  the  two  inspectors 
-amed  were  directed  to  attend  on  the 
lands  and  place  the  purchasers  in  pos- 
session in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
already  settled.  On  the  day  on  which 
they  gave  possession  some  150  persons 
were  present,  includmg  the  agent  of  the 
estate,  Rev.  Father  Callanan,  and  Rev. 
Father  Donohue.  The  latter  was  not 
allotted  any  portion  of  the  estate. 

Irish  Intermediate  Education. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  reference  to  the  adoption 
of  a  system  mainly  founded  upon 
inspection  in  connection  with  inter- 
mediate education  in  Ireland,  whether 
the  objection  of  the  Irish  Government 
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to  the  appointment  of  a  permanent 
inspectorate  in  conformity  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  in  1899  and  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1900,  is  founded 
upon  financial  considerations  or  upon 
other  grounds ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  anxiety  in  Ireland  as  to  the  future 
of  intermediate  examination,  the  G-ovem- 
ment  will  consent  to  the  publication 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  In- 
termediate Education  Board  and  the 
Iiish  Government  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  Member  that  this 
entire  matter  is  engaging  my  attention, 
and  that  I  hope  the  appointment  of 
inspectors  can  shortly  be  arranged.  In 
these  circumstances,  I  do  not  think 
that  any  advantage  could  be  gained  by 
entering  further  into  the  reasons  why  a 
permanent  inspectorate  has  not  yet  been 
appointed,  or  by  publishing  the  corre- 
spondence referred  to. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Then  the  correspon- 
dence is  not  to  be  published  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  1  do  not  think  it 
desirable. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Was  the  dc^lay  in  the 
appointment  of  this  permanent  inspector 
due  to  th(;  action  of  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  No,  not  on  this 
occasion. 

Athenry  Shooting  Outrage. 
Captain  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  j.ware  that  on 
the  night  of  Uth  June,  about  lO.-'U), 
when  a  man  ni:me<l  John  liurke,  of  Rock- 
field,  near  Athenry.  was  entering  his 
residence,  several  shots  were  tired  at 
him,  one  of  which  hit  him  in  the  face, 
inflicting  very  serious  injuries,  ami  that 
being  unable  to  get  in  by  the  front  he 
turned  to  get  in  by  the  back  <loor,  when 
a  second  volley  was  lired  at  him  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  cause  of  the  dispute 
which  led  to  such  serious  consequences 
was  Burke's  purchase  of  a  small  ])lot  of 
land  on  the  Lambert  Minors  estate ; 
what  arrests  have  been  made  and  sen- 
tences passed  on  the  perpetrators  of  the 
outrages. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  infonned  tht 
tvvo  gunshots  were  fired  at  John  Bods 
on  the  occasion  in  question.  He  w 
not  hit  by  the  first  shot,  but  at  ^ 
second  shot  he  was  struck  in  the  }m 
and  the  upper  part  of  liis  body  by  abcit 
thirty  pellets  of  shot.  The  injuries  ¥» 
serious,  but  his  life  is  not  in  danger.  It 
is  the  fact  that  Burke  had  been  allotted 
a  farm  on  the  estate  of  Lambert  Minon, 
but  whether  this  fact  afforded  a  mofe 
for  the  offence  can  only  be  a  matter  (or 
conjecture.  The  police  have  so  farbeei 
unable  to  discover  the   offenders. 

McCartie  Estate,   Headfort*   Conntr 
Kerry. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  be? 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  the  sale  of  tfc 
McCartie  estate  at  Head  fort,  Countr 
Kerrv.  is  not  yet  concluded  after  thiw 
years  having  elapsed  since  the  purchfl* 
agreements  were  signed  ;  whether  tkf 
action  of  Judge  Ross  in  refusing  th 
terms  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  as  to 
the  sale  of  unt-enant«d  land  on  the  estiU 
is  the  principal  cause  of  the  delay ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  numbers 
unecononiic  holdings  on  the  estate,  1» 
can  tr.ke  any  steps  to  carry  out  tie 
intentions  of  Parliament  by  having  tke 
untennnted  land  on  the  estate  made 
available. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  McCartie  es- 
tate is  for  sale  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
and  1  am  informed  that  the  i*ssumptioD 
that  there  is  untenanted  Jand  on  th 
estate  is  incorrect.  The  Elstates  Com- 
niissioners  made  an  offer  to  the  Land 
Judge  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate,  a 
condition  of  the  offer  being  that  a  certain 
holding  should  be  sold  to  them  as  un- 
tenanted land.  The  Land  Judge  could 
not  lawfully  accept  this  condition,  as  the 
hoUling  was  in  the  possession  of  a  tenant 
Tlie  EstJites  Commissioners  have  since 
reconsidered  the  matter,  and  have  now 
made  an  amended  ol^er  which  will  be 
considered  h\  the  Land  Judge. 

'Appeals  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Act. 

Mr.  IMEAGHER  (Kilkenny,  N.)  :  I 
hQ\i  to  ask  the  Cliief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aw&ie 
that  there  has  not  been  any  High  Cooit 


105 


Questions, 


{25  June   1908} 


Questions. 


106 


'I. 

EH 

tar 

GS 


jndiciil  decision  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  word  "interested"  in  Section  6,  sub- 
section 2,  of  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Act, 
1906,  the  governing  word  as  to  right  of 
appeal  from  a  Local  Grovernment  Board 
inspector's  order ;  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  the  provision  of 
machinery  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  County  Court  Rules  for  bringing  an 
appeal  by  an  applicant  rejected  by  the 
inspector  as  being  interested  ;  whether, 
seeing  that  these  respective  rules  made 
no  such  provision,  he  will  have  them 
amended  in  the  desired  manner ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  urgency  of  pending 
cases,  he  will  expedite  the  making  of  the 
-Amendment  in  question. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  No  judicial  decision 
has  been  given  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  term  **  person  interested  "  in  tlie 
subsection  quoted  in  the  Question.  The 
generally  accepted  and  indeed  obvious 
"interpretation  of  the  term,  namelv,  as 
meaning  a  person  interested  in  the  Ixnds 
specified  in  the  Order,  has  not  been 
questioned  in  a  Court  of  liw.  I  under- 
stand thit  a  proposal  to  give  the  labourer 
a  right  to  appeal  against  the  rejection  of 
his  representation  for  a  cottage  was  fully 
considered  when  the  Bill  was  passing 
^through  Parliament,  and  was  rejected. 
The  (fovernment  are  not  prepared  to 
introduce  the  suggested  Amendment,  for 
which  no  necessity  has  been  shown.  Its 
adoption  would  involve  great  expense, 
and  would  seriously  delay  if  not  com- 
pletely block  operations  under  the  Act. 

Knockaaes  (Kerry)  Evicted  Farm. 
M^Mr.  J.  MURPHY  :  I  beg  to  a^k  the 
•Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  landlord  did 
actually  agree  to  leave  the  question  as 
to  whether  there  should  be  a  sale  of 
the  evicted  farm  of  Denis  Healy,  of 
Knockanes,  county  Kerry,  to  tlie  planter 
in  possession  of  the  same  to  the  decision 
of  the  Estates  Commissioners;  whether 
the  Commissioneri,  in  opposition  to 
the  wish  of  the  landlord  and  of  all  others 
concerned,  insisted  upon  carrying  out 
the  sale  to  the  planter  ;  whether  the 
result  of  their  action  is  that  a  police 
hut  and  four  policemen  have  to  be 
maintained  on  the  farm  at  the  public 
•expense  ;  whether  the  Commissioners 
.are   aware  that  Denis  Healy  has   been 


committed  to  the  lunatic  asylum  since 
their  decision,  and  his  wife  left  in  a 
miserable  hut  near  the  farm  in  a  con- 
dition of  extreme  poverty ;  and  how 
or  when  they  propose  to  afford  any 
relief  to  Mrs.  Healy. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  the  owner 
was  willing  that  they  should  adopt  any 
course  they  deemed  proper  in  this  case. 
As  the  hon.  Member  has  already  been 
informed,  they  sanctioned  an  advance 
for  the  purchase  of  the  holding  to  Timothy 
Kennedy,  who  was  not  a  planter,  but 
possessed  a  legal  interest  in  the  holding 
which  had  been  acquired  by  purchase. 
Kennedy  receives  police  protection,  but 
the  police  hut  at  Knockanes  does  not 
exist  solely  for  that  purpose.  The 
neighbouring  district  is  policed  from 
the  station.  It  is  the  case  that  Denis 
Healy  has  been  committed  to  a  lunatic 
asylum,  but  I  am  informed  that  his 
committal  was  due  to  quite  other  causes 
than  those  connected  with  the  evicted 
farm.  The  Estates  Commissioners  have 
no  means  of  affording  relief  to  Mrs. 
Healy. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  asked  whether,  in 
view  of  the  difficulties  from  which  Mrs. 
Healy  was  now  suffering,  something  could 
not  be  done  for  her. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  Unless  the  Commis- 
sioners can  buy  land,  they  can  do  nothing. 

Evictions  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  during 
the  quarter  ended  31st  March,  1908, 
twenty  tenants  were  actually  evicted, 
and  290  tenants  deprived  of  all  legal 
interest  in  their  holdings,  under  Section 
7  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  of 
1887,  including  110  tenants  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulster  ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  general  adoption  of  a  system 
of  land  purchase  in  Ireland  and  the 
large  number  of  tenants  who  are  annually 
deprived  of  all  legal  property  in  the 
holdings  they  cultivate,  the  Irish  Gavern- 
ment  will  take  steps  to  repeal  this  section 
in  the  promised  amended  land  legislation. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  figures  quoted 
in  the  Question  are  correctly  taken  from 
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the  Returns  presented  to  Parliament. 
It  is,  however,  incorrect  to  say  that 
the  290  tenants  who  were  served  with 
notices  under  the  section  quoted  have 
been  deprived  of  all  legal  interest  in 
their  holdings,  seeing  that  the  section 
provides  a  right  of  redemption  which 
may  be  exercised  within  a  period  of 
six  months,  and  upon  such  exercise 
all  rights  are  restored  to  the  tenant. 
The  Government  do  not  propose  to 
repeal  the  section  referred  to  for  the 
reasons  of  which  I  fully  informed  the 
hon.  Member  in  reply  to  his  similar 
Question  of  6th  March,  1907. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  by  the  exercise  of  this 
Section  7 — commonly  called  the  "  Evic- 
tion-made-easy "  Clause — thousands  of 
tenants  have  lost  all  legal  right  to  their 
holdings  ? 

Mr.  birr  ELL:  My  information 
is  that  only  about  5  per  cent,  of  the 
persons  who  receive  notice  actually 
go,  the  great  majority  exercising  the  right 
of  redemption  within  the  six  months' 
grace. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  But  is  the  right  hon. 
Grentlenian  aware  that  even  in  cases 
where  there  is  no  physical  eviction 
the  tenants  lose  their  legal  status  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  If  they  are  not 
physically  evicted  they  have  six  months' 
grace  and  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases 
they  do  redeem  their  holdings  in  that 
time.  Of  course,  they  suffer  to  a  certain 
extent. 

Irish  Excursion  Train  Incident. 
Mr.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  stoppage  of  an 
excursion  train  in  the  Gorajjhwood  Tunnel 
near  Newry,  on  the  18th  instant,  and  to 
the  panic  caused  thereby  amongst  the 
passengers  ;  and  whether  he  has  received 
any  report  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  received  a 
police  report  upon  the  incident  in  ques- 
tion, which  occurred  on  Saturday,  the 
2Qth  instant.  It  appears  that  a  heavily- 
laden  excursion  train  came  to  a  standstill 


in  Goraghwood  Tmmel,  the  engine  not 
being  sufficiently  powerful  to  pull  the 
train  up  the  incline.  The  train  was  then 
backed  to  Goraghwood  Station.  Some 
excitement  was  caused  amongst  the 
passengers,  but  no  person  was  injured. 

Belfeist  Hibernians  Ezoursion. 
Mr.  DEVLIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  attack  made  on  the  speciil 
train  conveying  the  Belfast  Hibemiaos 
from  Newry,  at  Donegall  Road,  Belfast, 
on  Sunday  night  last ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Hibernians  were  subjected 
to  a  fierce  fusillade  of  stones  and  many  of 
them  had  narrow  escapes  from  injury, 
and  that  the  line  for  some  distance  waa 
under  police  protection,  but  the  bridge 
at  Donegall  Road  was  left  unprotected ; 
whether  any  arrests  have  been  made; 
and  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken 
to  bring  the  guilty  persons  to  justice. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
police  authorities  that  no  attack  whatever 
was  made  upon  the  excursion  train  from 
Newry  on  last  Sunday,  but  that  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  bridge  at  Don^;all 
Road  on  that  day  a  stone  was  thrown 
at  another  excursion  train  which  wss 
returning  from  Buncrana.  A  window  of 
a  carriage  was  broken  by  the  stone.  The 
person  who  threw  the  stone  was  not  seen. 
The  police  were  on  duty  upon  the  bridge 
and  at  other  points  along  the  line,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Belfast,  but  saw  no 
attack  made  upon  the  train. 

Captain  CRAIG:  What  were  the 
Belfast  Hibernians  doing  that  day  % 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :    Their  duty,  I  hope. 

Mr.  DEVLIN  :  If  the  police  were  not 
on  duty  *  on  the  spot  how  do  they 
know  a  stone  was  thrown  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  They  saw  the  broken 

window. 

Bathruddy  Outrage. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the- 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  h«: 
has  any  information  respecting  an  outrage- 
^\'ith  firearms  at  the  dwelling-house  of  a^ 
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farmer  living  near  Rathruddy,  on  Satur- 
day, 13th  June  ;  and  whether  any  arrests 
were  made  in  connection  with  the  occur- 


rence. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  police  inform  me 
that  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant, 
shots  were  fired  into  the  house  of  Michael 
Glynn  at  the  place  named  in  the  Ques- 
tion. The  police  have  not  succeeded  in 
discovering  the  offenders,  and  conse- 
quently no  arrests  have  been  possible. 

Ennis  Cattle  Outrage  Claim. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  at 
the  County  Court  at  Ennis,  on  16th  June, 
damages  were  awarded  for  the  cutting 
off  of  the  tails  of  a  number  of  cattle  ; 
and  whether  in  any  of  these  cases  the 
persons  who  committed  the  outrage 
were  discovered  and  prosecuted. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  On  12th  June,  at 
the  County  Court  at  Ennis,  compensation , 
amounting  in  all  to  £23,  was  awarded 
to  four  persons  for  malicious  injury  to 
their  cattle  by  cutting  off  portions  of 
the  animals'  tails.  In  three  of  the  cases 
the  cattle  were  on  the  same  farm,  and  the 
injur}'  was  committed  at  the  same  time. 
The  offenders  were  not  discovered  in 
either  of  the  cases. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  Did  not  Judge 
Bodkin  say  th-rt  a  more  cowardly  and 
disgraceful  outrage  never  came  before 
him  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  no  desire  to 
quarrel  with  the  learned  Judge's  language. 

Gowel  (Leitrim)  Cattle-drive. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  it  has  been  decided 
not  to  proceed  further  with  the  charges 
against  eighteen  men  from  the  Gowel 
district,  County  Leitrim,  of  driving  cattle 
off  a  grazing  farm  at  Kiltoghert  on 
Easter  Monday ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  state  the  reasons  for  this  decision. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  men  in  question 
were  summoned  to  give  sureties  to  keep 


28th  May,  when  the  magistrates  were 
equally  divided  in  opinion  and  the  case 
was  consequently  adjourned.  It  has 
since  been  decided  not  to  proceed  further 
with  the  case,  seeing  that  there  has  been 
no  renewal  of  cattle-driving  in  the  locality 
during  the  past  two  months. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hope  to  put  down  cattle 
driving  by  the  display  of  such  leniency  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  of  a  hopeful 
disposition. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  How  long  are  you 
I  going  to  be  hopeful  ? 

I  Armagh  Boycotting  Case. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  Matthew 
M'Dermott  of  Annagh,  County  Sligo, 
who  has  been  boycotted  for  years  because 
he  refused  to  give  up  land  which  he 
purchased  openly  through  the  Land 
Commission  seven  years  ago,  and  although 

;  he  did  not  let  it  on  the  eleven    months 

I  system ;     and   what   steps   he   proposes 

I  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :    I  am  informed  that 

I  about  four  years  ago  Matthew  M'Dermott 

,  purchased  from  the  Court  of  Chancery 

a   farm   upon   an   estate   in   Sligo.     He 

I  was  partially  boycotted  for  several  years, 

but  for  the  past  twelve  months  has  been 

free  from  boycotting,  and  no  opposition 

was  shown  to  him  until  his  cattle  were 

driven   off   his   farm   last   month.     The 

police  will  continue  to  afford  all  necessary 

'  protection  to  M'Dermott,  as  they  have 

done  hitherto. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.)  :  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  M'Dermott  has  beer 
unanimously  returned  for  trial  by  the 
local  bench  on  a  criminal  charge  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  know  nothing  about 
that. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  :  It  is  the  fact. 

Glensharrold  Estate,  Ardagh. 
Mr.     O'SHAUGHNESSY    (Limerick, 


the    peace.     The    case    was    heard    at  i  W.) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
Carrick-on-Shannon   Petty   Sessions,    on  |  to    the    Lord-Lieutenant    of    Ireland   if 


Ill 


Questions. 


{COMMONS! 


Questions. 


112 


he  can  say  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners are  aware  that  the  estate 
of  Mr.  O'Grady  Delmege,  situate  at 
Glensharrold,  Ardagh,  in  the  County  of 
Limerick,  was  one  of  the  Campaign 
estates,  and  that  there  is  a  large  number 
of  uneconomic  holdings  on  it  which,  if 
purchased  by  the  tenants  without  their 
being  enlarged,  would  afford  them  no 
means  of  a  decent  living,  and  conse- 
quently would  be  no  security  for  the 
purchase  money  advanced,  and,  having 
regard  to  these  facts,  and  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  large  area  of  mountain 
in  the  landlord's  occupation,  part  of 
which  is  let  for  turbary  every  year, 
whether  they  will  not  sanction  any 
agreement  for  the  sale  of  this  estate, 
without  having  the  small  holdings  made 
economic  and  the  landlord's  portion 
of  the  mountain  fairly  partitioned  among 
the  tenants  ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this 
estate,  they  will  send  down  an  inspector 
to  make  full  inquiries  into  its  position 
and  trv'  and  arrange  a  sale  on  the  lines 
suggested. 

[  Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners inform  me  that  the  estate  in 
question  is  not  one  of  the  so-called  plan  of 
campaign  estates  which  were  reported 
on  by  the  Evicted  Tenants  Commission 
of  1893,  and  that  until  proceedings 
for  sale  have  been  instituted  before  the 
Commissioners,  and  the  case  is  reached 
in  order  of  priority,  they  cannot  see 
their  way  to  send  an  inspector  to  visit 
the  property.  The  Commissioners,  how- 
ever, will  consider  the  several  matters 
referred  to  in  the  Question  if  and  when 
the  estate  comes  before  them  to  be  dealt 
with. 

Irish  Mail  Disputes. 
Mr.  MTLDOON  (Wicklow.  E.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attornoy-Oenoral  for 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  Post  Office, 
in  a  case  of  complaint  by  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  of  Ireland 
against  the  Postmaster-General  in  rela- 
ti(m  to  the  carriage  of  Irish  mails,  has 
refused  to  eccept  service  in  Ireland ; 
whether  this  refusal  is  based  upon  the 
alleged  ground  that,  under  the  65th 
Rule  of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Com- 
mission,   1889,  the  Crown  is  domiciled 


in  England  ;  if  so,  whether]  the  effect 
of  this  contention  of  the  Post  Office  is 
that  the  Crown  is  not  domiciled  in  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  called  Ireland; 
and,  if  this  be  the  fact,  at  what  precise 
date  did  the  Crown  cease  to  be  so  domi- 
ciled. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  PostmaM«r- 
General  whether,  in  all  cases  of  Irish 
and  Scottsh  railway  and  other  companies 
having  disputes  as  to  the  remuneration 
for  carr>nng  mails  with  the  Post  Office, 
the  Department  requires  that  such  dis- 
putes shall  be  heard  in  England,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  domicile  of  the 
Crown,  under  the  65th  Rule  of  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  1889. 
is  in  England ;  whether,  seeing  that 
this  practice  had  a  prejudicial  effect 
upon  the  shareholders  in  such  Irish 
and  Scottish  companies,  as  well  as  the 
public  in  those  countries,  he  will  say 
whether  this  practice  is  insisted  upon 
in  the  interests  and  for  the  convenience 
of  the  permanent  officials  of  the  Post 
Office  in  London  ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  any  steps  to  prevent  the  incon- 
venience involved  in  carrying  out  this 
procedure. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  At- 
torney-General for  Ireland  has  asked  me 
to  reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
addressed  to  him  as  well  as  to  that 
addressed  to  myself.  The  65fch  Rule 
of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers  pro\idea 
that  proceedings  before  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  take  place  in  Elngland  where 
the  defendent  has  his  principal  place 
of  business  or  head  office  in  England. 
The  principal  place  of  business  or  head 
office  of  the  Postmaster- General  is  un- 
questionably in  England ;  and,  con- 
se(juently  uner  the  Rules  of  the  Commia- 
sion  claims  by  Irish  and  Scottish  railway 
companies  against  the  Postmaster- General 
for  remuneration  for  the  carriage  of 
mails  are  heard  in  England.  On  this 
ground,  the  solicitor  of  the  Post  Office 
in  Ireland  was  instructed  to  refer  the 
claim  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company  of  Ireland  to  the  General  Post 
Office  in  London.  No  question  of  domi* 
cile    arises    in    connection    with    claims 
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preferred  before  the  Railway  Commis- 
sioners against  the  Postmaster-General. 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  prejudicial  effect 
has  arisen  from  the  operation  of  the 
Commissioners'  rules. 


Discharges  of  Telegraph  Messengers  in 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  hardship  involved 
in  the  case  of  telegraph  messengers  being 
discharged,  on  attuning  the  age  of 
•sixteen  years,  at  Belfast  and  Derry ; 
whether  it  is  the  case  that  at  present  in 
one  or  other  of  these  offices  some  of  the 
men  are  doing  double  work  ;  and  whether 
lie  will  make  inquiries  with  a  view  to 
finding  other  work  for  the  boys  so  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  Unfortun- 
ately, I  cannot  avoid  the  necessity  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  services  of  a  number  of 
telegraph  messengers  at  the  age  of 
sixteen.  Anv  overtime  which  is  being 
worked  at  Belfast  and  Derry  is  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  undesirable  to  of?er  such  work 
to  messengers  who  have  been  dispensed 
with,  as  it  would  interfere  with  their 
opportunities  of  obtaining  permanent 
situations  outside  the  service.  No  suit- 
able boys  are  discharged  for  whom  there 
is  a  prospect  of  full-time  adult  employ- 
ment being  found  within  a  reasonable 
time. 

The   Master  of  the  Horse— Post  Office 
Administration. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  under  which  statute  the 
Postmaster-Greneral  has  power  to  appoint 
a  Minister  assistant ;  and  which  statute 
empowers  the  Master  of  the  Horse  to  sign 
official  documents. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Lord  Granard  was 
asked  to  assist  the  Postmaster-Greneral 
"by  the  late  Prime  Minister,  and  was  not 
appointed  t^  do  so  by  the  Postmaster- 
General.  With  reference  to  the  second 
<3uestion,  the  Postmaster-General  informs 
me  that  Lord  Granard  does  not  sign  any 
official  document  which  requires  the 
signature  of  the  Postmaster-General ; 
and  of  course  the  Postmaster- General  is 
responsible  to  Parliament  for  all  that  is 
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done  in  his  Department.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  anything  in  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  adopted  that 
requires   statutory   authority. 


Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  inquired  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  consider- 
ing the  question  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Post 
Office  in  view  of  the  large  increase  in  the 
work  of   that   Department. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  agree  that  that 
requires  consideration,  and  it  is  under 
consideration  in  connection  with  the 
general  question  of  the  re-arrangement  of 
Government  offices. 

Indian  Reforms. 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Prime     Minister    when     His    Majesty's 

Government  purpose  submitting  to  the 

House  any  measures  of  reform  for  India. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  consideration  of 
measures  of  reform  by  the  Government 
of  India  in  consultation  with  the  local 
Governments  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
the  result  is  shortly  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India.  His 
Mijesty's  Government  will  then  decide 
upon  the  course  best  calculated  to  further 
the  objects  in  view.  It  is  impossible  to 
fix  a  precise  date. 

*Mr.  REES  :  Arising  out  of  this  Answer, 
may  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
such  reforms  will  operate  only  in  India, 
or  whether  they  will  deal  with  the 
encouragement  afforded  in  the  United 
Kingdom  to  agitation  against  our  rule  in 
Indi 1 ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


SELKCTfON  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion :  That  they  had  discharged  the 
following  Members  from  Standing  Com- 
mittee A.  (in  respect  of  the  Access  to 
Mountains  Bill)  :  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr. 
Rose  ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution 
(in  respect  of  the  said  Bill)  :  Mr.  Idria 
and  Mr.  Lane-Fox. 
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Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee A.  the  following  Fourteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  University  of  Durham 
Bill)  :  Sir  David  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr. 
Hills,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Butcher,  Mr. 
John  Taylor,  Mr.  Mallet,  Mr.  Nuttall 
Sir  John  Tuke,  Sir  Henry  Craik,  Mr' 
George  Marks,  Mr.  Scarisbrick,  Mr* 
Silcock,  Mr.  Hemmerde,  and  Mr.  Verney' 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee  ; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee A.  the  following  Fourteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Infant  Life  Protection 
(No.  2)  Bill) :  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Walters, 
Mr.  Simon,  Mr.  Chiozza  Money,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Crossley, 
Mr.  Shackleton,  Lord  Robert  Cecil, 
Mr.  Farrell,  Mr.  John  Phillips,  Major 
Ratclii!,  Sir  Benjamin  Stone,  and  Mr.  Du 
Cros. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  B. 
(in  respect  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Bill)  :  Mr.  Joseph  Walton  and  Sir 
Henry  Kimber ;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution  (in  respect  of  the  said  Bill)  : 
Mr.  Staveley  Hill,  and  Mr.  Wedgwood. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  C. 
(in  respect  of  the  Prevention  of  Crime 
Bill)  :  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Kearley,  and  Sir  Edward  Strachey ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  said  Bill)  :  Mr.  Secretary 
Gladstone,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  and  Mr. 
Attorney-General. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee C.  the  following  Fourteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Prevention  of  Crime 
Bill) :  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland, 
Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  Mr. 
Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr. 
Maclean,  Mr.  Robert  Harcourt,  Mr. 
Llewelyn  Williams,  Mr.  John  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Lord  Robert  Cecil,  Mr.  Rawlin 
son,  and  Mr.  Talbot. 


Sir  William  Bbaicpton  Gurd 
further  reported  from  the  Gommitte 
That  they  had  discharged  the  followi 
Members  from  Standing  Committee 
(in  respect  of  the  Telegraph  Constructi 
Bill) :  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqn 
Mr.  Kearley,  Sir  Edward  Strack 
and  Sir  Francis  Edwards ;  and  I 
appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
the  said  Bill):  Mr.  Sydney  Buxt 
Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  Attomey-Gen« 
and  Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gum 
further  reported  from  the  Committ 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Gc 
mittee  C.  the  following  Fourteen  Meml 
(in  respect  of  the  Telegraph  Construct 
Bill) :  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  O'Malley,  I 
Patrick  White,  Mr.  John  Ward,  Sir  H« 
Seymour  King,  Mr.  Harold  Cox,  I 
Agnew,  Sir  Edward  Tennant,  Mr.  Ar 
tage,  Mr.  Bethell,  Major  Dunne,  ', 
Mackarness,  Lord  Balcarres,  Mr.  Coi 
hope,  and  Mr.  Staveley-Hill. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


COMPANIES  BILL  [i:x>RDS]. 
Read  the  first  time ;    to   be  reac 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and 
be  printed.     [Bill  281.] 


NEW  BILL. 

POLICE  COUNTY  AUTHORITIES  BI 
"  To  confer  upon  the  Police  authoi 
in  counties  certain  powers  and  respcn 
bilities  similar  to  those  now  vested 
Watch  Committees  in  boroughs,"  j 
sented  by  Sir  Charles  Schwann ;  8i 
ported  by  Sir  John  Brunner,  Mr.  Broc 
Mr.  King,  Mr.  Nuttall,  and  Mr.  Schwan 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Fiid 
3rd  July,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  282. 


SUPPLY  [13th  Allotted  Day  J. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In   the   Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVKNUE 
DEPARTMENTS     ESTIMATES,     1906- 

Class  II. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  propos 
"  That^a  sum'not  exceeding  £11,600, 
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granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March.  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses of  the  Office  of  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Subordinate 
Office,  Expenses  under  the  Inebriates 
Acts,  1879  to  1900,  and  Expenses  under 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid 
of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland) 
Fund." 

♦Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
viz.,  the  position  and  work  of  the  office 
of  Secretary  for  Scotland.  Many  Scottish 
Members  had  brought  forward  in  that 
House  complaints  about  the  delay  in  the 
administrative  work  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  such  as,  for  instance,  the 
Edinburgh  Water  Trust  Provisional  Order, 
the  question  of  the  recent  appointment  of 
professors  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
Universities,  where  the  chairs  were  vacant 
for  nearly  six  months,  the  ever  present 
and  ever  pressing  trawling  question, 
which  still  remained  unsettled,  and  the 
question  of  the  treatment  of  the  unem- 
ployed in  Glasgow.  He  did  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  rights  or  the  wrongs  of  those 
questions.  His  point  was  to  show  that 
there  were  those  grievances,  and  to  draw 
attention  to  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
reason  for  them.  He  maintained  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  his 
Department  were  overworked,  and  that 
there  was  put  upon  that  Department 
far  too  much  pressure.  He  would 
briefly  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
history  of  the  appointment  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  After  thirty  years 
acjitation  the  office  was  created  by  Act  of 
Parliament  in  1885,  and  the  Secretary 
was  given  a  salary  of  £2,000.  His  duties 
had  been  increased  by  subsequent  Acts, 
and  they  were  constantly  growing.  In 
1894,  by  statute  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  was  appointed  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland, 
and  to-day  he  was  responsible  to  the 
House  for  a  large  number  of  public 
Departments.  There  was  the  Scottish 
Education  Department,  the  Prisons  Com- 
mission, the  Fishery  Board,  the  Lunacy 
Commission,   the    Crofters    Commission, 


the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  the 
National  Galleries  Board,  and,  moreover, 
he  was  entrusted  with  a  great  deal  of 
patronage,  much  of  which  in  England  fell 
within  the  Department  of  either  the 
Prime  Minister  or  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
He  had  general  charge  of  the  work  of 
the  town  and  county  councils,  and  he  had 
a  great  deal  of  work  in  connection  with 
Private  Bills'  Procedure  and  Provisional 
Orders.  He  had  control  of  the  constabu- 
lary in  Scotland,  he  had  the  question  of 
land  valuation,  and  he  had  also  to 
deal  with  river  pollution,  and  to  ad- 
minister the  Inebriates  Acts.  Under  that 
head  he  would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  they  might  expect  to 
hear  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Inebriates  Acts^ 
promised  some  weeks  ago.  He 
had  also  general  charge  of  the  Uni- 
versities of  Scotland,  and  the  House 
last  year  passed  a  Bill  creating  the  Scottish- 
Department  of  Agriculture,  which  would 
also  be  under  the  charge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Another  difficulty  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  subjected  to 
was  that  he  had  two  addresses.  Much  of 
his  work  had  to  be  done  in  London, 
but  the  administration  was  concerned 
with  Scotland,  and  that  involved  extra 
work  and  a  great  deal  of  travel- 
ling. He  did  not  think  that  that 
was  an  ideal  system  of  managing 
Scottish  business.  He  was  afraid  that 
if  he  said  the  only  proper  ultimate 
solution  of  administering  those  affairs 
was  by  a  Parliament  in  Scotland,  he 
would  be  ruled  out  of  order,  so  he  would 
refrain  from  dwelling  on  that  subject ; 
but  as  long  as  Scottish  affairs  were  ad- 
ministered from  Loudon  they  should 
be  administered  properly.  The  work 
done  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  was 
done  for  England,  not  by  one  Member  of 
the  Government,  but  by  several.  There 
were  the  Home  Secretary,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  most  of  those  officers  had  two  repre- 
sentatives in  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  were  the  Home  Secretary  and  the 
Under   Home-Secretary. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  advocating  a  rearrangement 
of  offices,  and  that  is  out  of  order.    AU^ 
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that  he  can  deal  with  here  is  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  office  of  Secretar}'  for 
Scotland. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  said  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  was  responsible, 
and  if  they  could  not  criticise  his  ad- 
ministration on  the  present  Vote  what 
opportunity  would  they  have  to  do  so  ? 

♦The  chairman  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland  and  the  Fishery 
Board  cannot  be  discussed  on  this  Vote, 
nor  can  the  Universities  Grant. 

*Mr.  GULLAND  said  he  must  content 
himself  with  saying  that  under  the  exist- 
ing system  it  seemed  to  be  impossible 
for  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  carry 


{COMMONS}  Supply.  1» 

they  went  to  the  Scottish  Office,  received 
courteous  and  usually  satisfactory  twit- 
ment,  but  he  imagined  that  that  offiw 
was  under-staffed,  and  he  thought 
that  the  salaries,  as  compared  witk 
those  of  other  offices,  seemed  low. 
When  they  went  to  the  Scottisk 
Office  they  were  always  referred  to 
the  Assistant  Under  -  Secretary.  » 
splendid  official,  and  perhaps  the  most 
ubiquitous  official  now  serving  the 
Government,  but  all  the  affairs  of  Scot- 
land had  to  come  under  his  purview. 
He  also  was  burdened  with  too  mwli 
administrative  work,  and  there  was  pot 
on  him,  in  a  session  like  the  present,  tn 
enormous  amount  of  work  in  the  draftiiui 
and  re-drafting  of  Bills — not  only  Scottish 
Bills,  but  every  possible  Bill  that  in  any 


out  the  administrative  work  in  the  way  .  kind  of  way  applied  to  Scotland.    Th« 
it  should  be  done.     The  administrative  |  there  was  the  duty  put  upon  the  Secre- 


work  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
to  be  carried  on  along  with  his  legislative 
work,  and  in  the  pressing  times  in  which  | 
they  were  living,  when  Bills  rained  upon  i 
that  House,  the   right   hon.    Gentleman  | 
had  so  much  of   his  time  taken  up  in  | 


tary  for  Scotland  of  answering  the 
Questions  that  Scottish  Members  raised. 
That  day  there  were  no  fewer  than  fifteen 
Questions,  and  they  gave  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  find 
out  the  facts  and  to  put  them  so  well 


attending  to  his  legislative  duties  that,  i  before  the  House.  He  saw  now  that 
having  no  Under-Secretar}'  to  leave  at  I  another  part  of  his  administrative  work 
the  office  in  his  absence,  the  administra-  I  was  the  answering  of  unstarred  Question 


tive  work  of  Scotland  did  not  get  the 
attention  it  deserved.  Then  a  great 
deal  of  his  time  was  taken  up  by  receiving 


of  English  and  Irish  Members  who 
appealed  to  him  to  enlighten  them  as  to 
the  more  perfect  Scottish  system  of  carry- 


and  listening  to  deputations ;     that  of  j  iug    through    immerous    matters.     They 


I     >.  ^ 

itself  was  an  enormous  labour,  and  even  :  grumbled  about  the  delay  in  the  ad- 
his  holidays  were  spent  studying  the  I  ministrative  work,  and  he  believed  there 
land  ([uestion  or  the  fishing  question,  so  |  was  reason  for  grumbling,  but  he  did  not 
that  really  his  whole  time  was  given  to  " 
the  administrative  work  of  his  Depart- 
ment. He  was  afraid  he  could  not 
suggest  an  adjustment  of  the  duties,  and 
the  appointment  of  an  I'^nder-Secretary, 
but  he  felt,  when  the  Prime  Minister 
told  them  earlier  in  the  session  that  there 
was  to  be  an  inquiry  into  the  readjust- 
ment of  duties  in  other  Departments, 
that  this  was  an  opportunity  to  bring 
that  question  under  his  notice. 

*The  chairman  :  This  is  not  in  order. 

*Mr.  GULLAND  said  he  was  glad 
the  Chairman  had  given  him  the 
opportunity  of  saying  as  much  as 
he  had.  What  was  true  about  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  was  true  also 
about  his  staff ;  they  .also  were  over- 
worked.    The   Scottish    Members,   when 

Mr.  EwwotL 


think  they  had  a  charge  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  personally ;  it  was 
l)ecause  Parliament  had  put  on  hiin  so 
much  work  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  give 

*The  (^HAIRMAN  :  I  must  really  ask 
the  hon.  Member  to  carry  out  my  ruling. 

*Mr.  GULLAND  remarked  that  he  had 
said  all  ho  had  to  say,  and  he  pointed  on: 
in  conclusion  that  when  that  administra- 
tive work  of  the  right  hon.  GentlenuuL 
was  so  groat  it  was  very  difficult  for 
the  affairs  of  Strotland  to  get  the  tieat- 
moiit  to  which  they  were  entitled. 

Mr.  P  1  R  I E  said  he  wished  to 
criticise  the  administrative  functions 
of  th.(»  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
the  administrative  deficiencies  of  the 
office.     Everyone  would  recognise  that 
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there  was  nothing  personal  in  what  he 
had  to  say.  On  the  contrary,  the  ob- 
jections he  had  to  state  were  to  the 
present  system,  and  not  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
in  dealing  with  the  administrative  duties 
he  had  to  carry  out.  He  wished  to  prove 
how  since  the  appointment  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  the  natural  develop- 
ment of  democratic  government  had 
brought  about  the  present  situation, 
and  must  inevitably  bring  about  a 
further  development  of  the  grievances 
which  were  felt  in  relation  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Scotland.  It  appeared  that 
immediately  after  the  Union  the^office 
of  Secretary  for  Scotland  existed  for  about 
fifty  years,  after  which  it  was  abolished. 
In  1853  an  agitation  was  begun  for  the 
restoration  of  the  office  which  had  been 
abolished  about  a  hundred  years  before. 
The  same  arguments  were  used  in  the 
House  of  Commons  then  against  the  re- 
storation of  the  office  as  were  used  now 
when  the  Scottish  Members  urged  that 
they  should  get  greater  independence 
when  dealing  with  exclusively  Scottish  , 
affairs.  They  were  told  that  to  restore  the 
office  of  Secretary  for  Scotland  would  be 
undermining  the  Union.  Anything  more 
fallacious  he  reallv  could  not  conceive. 
In  1883  and  1881*  Bills  were  introduced 
by  Mr.  Gladstone  to  restore  the  office 
of  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  at  last  in 
1885  the  office  was  restored.  In  1887, 
still  further  powers  were  given  to  the 
office  by  the  then  Conservative  Govern- 
ment, and  in  1894  further  duties  were 
put  on  the  over-worked  official. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  is  exactly 
upon  the  same  lines  as  I  have  already 
ruled    to   be   out   of  order.     The   hon.  , 
Member  must  not  proceed  upon    those 
lines. 

Mr.  PIRIE  said  he  would  try  to  deal 
with  the  actual  matters  which  had  come 
before  the  House  in  the  form  of  Questions 
which  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  himself 
had  been  obliged  to  answer  from  his  place. 
The  other  day  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
was  asked  as  to  the  length  of  time  occupied 
by  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  between  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Fishery  Board  in  regard  to  the 
trawling  question.  The  hon.  Member  I 
skilfully  avoided  giving  a  direct  answer  1 


to  the  Question.  If  hon.  Members  would 
refer  to  Hansard  of  1897  and  1898  they 
would  find  that  exactly  the  same  Ques- 
tions were  put  in  regard  to  trawling  in 
the  Moray  Firth  as  were  being  put  at  the 
present  time. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  This  comes  under 
the  Vote  for  the  Fishery  Board. 

Mr.  PIRIE  said  he  was  dealing  with 
the  Answers  given  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  Questions  put  in  this  House. 
If  Scottish  Members  were  not  to  be 
allowed 

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  entirely  out  of  order.  There  is  a 
separate  Vote  for  fisheries,  and  matters 
connected  with  fisheries  have  to  be 
discussed  upon  that  Vote,  and  not  upon 
this  one. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutheriand),  on  the- 
point  of  order,  said  that  the  question  of 
trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth  in  so  far  as 
it  related  to  the  operations  of  foreign 
trawlers  could  surely  be  discussed  on 
the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  They  were  told  that  day 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  that  he  was  waiting  apparently 
for  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  move 

and  give  some  assistance. 

I 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Whatever  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  is  responsible  for 
in  connection  with  fisheries  comes  upon 
the  Fisheries  Vote,  which  is  the  next 
Vote  to  this,  and  whatever  the  Foreign 
Secretar}'  is  responsible  for  comes  upon 
the  Foreign  Secretary's  Vote. 

Mr.  MORTON  asked  whether  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in 
regard  to  fisheries  could  not  be  discussed 
on  the  Vote  for  his  salary. 

•The  chairman  :  No,  it  is  always 
the  case  when  you  have  a  separate  ^ote 
and  a  separate  subject  to  have  the  dis- 
cussion upon  that  Vote.  This  Vote  is 
for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, and  any  subject  in  regard  to 
fisheries  must  be  discussed  on  the 
Fisheries  Vote.  Matters  relating  to  the 
work  of  the  Secretary  of      State     for 
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Foreign   Affairs  can  only  be  discussed 
on  the  Foreign  Office  Vote. 

Mr.  PIRIE  said  that  that  was  most 
"onfortunate.  It  was  another  example 
showing  the  difficulty  Scottish  Mem- 
bers had  in  calling  attention  to 
matters  relating  to  the  administration 
of  Scottish  affairs.  They  were  driven 
from  pillar  to  post.  They  only  had 
about  six  hours  for  the  discussion  of 
these  matters  when  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary'  for  Scotland  was  put  down, 
and  it  was  most  unfair  that  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  discuss  them.  He 
must  enter  his  emphatic  protest  against 
a  method  of  procedure  which  rendered 
it  impossible   for 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  not  speak  in  that  way. 

Mr.  PIRIE  :  I  maijitain  what  I  say. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  It  is  precisely 
because  the  hon.  Member  is  not  taking 
advantat^e  of  his  opportunity  that  I 
have  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
said  it  was  not  for  the  Scottish  Members 
to  advocate  the  cause  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  His  amount  of  work  and 
his  salary  were  his  look-out.  If  he  did 
not  want  the  job  he  need  not  take  it. 
The  Scottish  Members  were  entitlo<l  to 
have  their  work  properly  and  efficiently 
done.  He  personally  had  every  reason 
to  complain  of  the  way  in  which  his 
questions  with  regard  to  the  migration  of 
cottars  were  answered.  He  wished  once 
more  to  call  attention  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  island  of  l^ewis.  In  Lewis 
cruel  evictions  had  been  carried  out  in 
the  piist,  and,  though  in  the  last  year  the 
landlord  had  stayed  his  hand,  at  any 
moment  there  might  bo  an  outbreak  of 
the  troubles  there  with  disastrous  results. 
He  insisted  that  serious  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  subject.  Again  and 
again  they  were  told  the  matter  was 
under  consideration,  and  meantime  con- 
gestion went  on,  and  nothing  was  done. 
Doer  forests  increased,  and  men  and 
women  suflFered  and  starved.  It  was  not 
legislation  but  administration  he  asked 
for.  Under  the  Act  of  1897  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  had  the  machinery  for  migra- 
tion, but  he  did  not  put  that  machinery 
•  J 


in  motion.  It  was  repugnant  to  hii 
feelings  to  make  the  charge  of  neglect ; 
but  the  delay  was  inexcusable,  and  he 
had  pledges  in  writing  that  a  scheme 
would  be  ready  early  in  June.  Promises 
of  land  reform  had  been  many  before  the 
general  election ;  but  nothing  had  been 
done  but  the  bringing  forward  of  an  im- 
possible Bill  for  vote-catching  purpases. 
,  t"  Hear,  hear,"  and  "  Oh,  oh  ! "]  He  had 
good  reason  for  what  he  said.  Another 
subject  he  desired  to  refer  to  was  the 
state  of  matters  in  the  island  of  Vatenar. 
There  was  arising  the  repetition  of  an  oid 
story,  and  the  trouble  grew  out  of  the 
old  idea  of  landlords  that  they  should 
control  their  tenants  body  and  sool. 
["  No."]  Yes,  he  knew  the  Highknds 
and  Hebrides  well,  and  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart  inherited  the  old  traditions,  and 
seemed  to  think  she  should  decide  upon 
the  occupation  her  tenants  should  follow, 
that  they  should  go  fishing,  and  not 
cultivate  their  patches  of  land.  Thi« 
lady  would,  if  she  could,  forcibly  depon 
the  cottar  and  squatter  families  as  Colonel 
Gordon  did  in  1851.  Most  distressing 
stories  had  been  told  him  of  the  action 
then  taken,  but  thank  God  a  landlord 
could  not  now  exercise  such  power,  and 
he  heartily  hoped  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
,  would  adhere  to  his  determination  not  to 
!  allow  the  forces  of  the  Crown  to  be  used 
'  for  such  dirty  work.  The  land  at  Vater- 
say  was  under  a  lease  which  expired  in 
1907,  and  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  entered 
into  an  arrangement  in  August,  1906,  to 
;  grant  a  fresh  lease,  utterly  disregarding 
the  wishes  and  requirements  of  the  peq)le. 
How  could  these  poor  cottars  clear  off 
from  an  island  in  the  Atlantic  like  Bam  ! 
The  Highlands  were  rapidly  becoming  a 
vast  deer  forest,  and  he  regretted  &t 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  did  not  rouae 
himself  to  the  importance  of  keeping  tlui 
fine  race  of  people  on  the  land.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  followed  a  lauMZ 
/aire  policy,  and  said  it  would  all 
come  right.  It  did  not  all  come  right 
There  had  been  a  big  row,  and  then 
would  be  a  bigger  row  presently,  and 
,  ten  men  were  lying  in  Edinburgh  ^ol  aa 
,  a  consequence  of /aw5c-s/atr«  policy.  jSewaa 
=  a  lover  of  law  and  order,  but  there  were 
times  when  men  could  not  stand  it  any 
longer.  This  land  was  occupied  by  their 
'  forefathers,  and  they  had  a  better  zisht 
to  it  than  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart.  The 
land  in  dispute  was  scheduled  by  the  Deer 
Forests  Commission  as  suitable  for  crofts. 
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Both  Governments  had  been  equally  bad, 
And  grossly  neglectful  in  this  matter. 
Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  appealed  to  the 
'Government  to  enforce  the  Trespass  Act 
of  1863,  but  the  Government  refused 
and  referred  her  to  the  civil  Courts.  He 
was  thankful  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for 
not  sending  gunboats,  but  Lady  Gordon 
"Oathcart  made  a  fierce  attacK  on  him 
because  he  did  not  make  an  apology  and 
go  down  on  his  knees  and  beg  her 
pardon.  He  had  never  heard  of  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  written  to  in  that 
high-handed  fashion,  and  was  glad  that, 
while  treating  her  with  the  utmost  respect 
and  courtesy,  he  refused  to  apologise  for 
what  he  said  in  the  House.  He  hoped 
that  he  would  continue  to  pursue  that 
firm  attitude.  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart 
asked  the  Government  either  to  enforce 
the  law  or  to  buy  the  farms.  He  hoped 
that  they  would  not  allow  dictation  of 
that  kind  to  come  from  any  Highland 
landlord.  He  wished  that  they  had 
twenty  or  thirty  men  from  Scotland  to 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  like  the 
Labour  Members.  They  had  done  much 
since  they  came  into  the  House,  and  he 
said  with  all  his  heart.  "  God  bless  them," 
and  hoped  that  they  would  go  on.  But 
the  Scotsmen  did  not  stand  together. 
He  had  often  noticed  that  if  there  was  a 
chance  of  getting  any  money  out  of  the 
British  Exchequer,  Nationalists,  Tories, 
and  Labour  Members  stood  together  to 
get  as  much  as  they  could,  but  the 
^Scottish  Members  failed  to  do  so.  In 
1899  he  moved  an  Amendment  to  the 
Queen's  Speech  asking  for  legislation 
for  the  cottars,  crofters,  and  fisher- 
men in  the  Highlands  and  islands  of 
Scotland.  The  late  Prime  Minister  and 
«very  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  went  into  the  lobby 
with  him  and  142  Members  voted  for  the 
Amendment  and  145  against.  Six  more 
votes  on  that  occasion  and  the  Tory 
Government  would  have  been  beaten. 
He  thought  he  was  entitled  nine  years 
afterwards  to  come  and  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  something  for  these  poor 
cottars,  crofters,  and  fishermen.  The 
Government  had  been  asked  to  reduce 
the  sentence  on  these  men,  but  there  was 
no  reprieve  for  men  who  interfered  with 
the  land  laws.  He  asked  for  something 
to  be  done  for  these  unfortunate  people, 
and  unless  something  was  done  speedily 
for  the  Highlands  he  believed  that 
■many,  more    men   would   be     put    into 


gaol  and  there  would  be  more  breaches 
of  the  law.  He  was  most  anxious  there 
should  be  no  breaches  of  the  law,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  arouse  him- 
self and  do  something,  What  was  the 
good  of  their  majority  if  they  did  not 
use  it  ?  They  had  not  used  it  so  far  as 
the  Highlands  were  concerned.  He 
sincerely  hoped  that  something  sub- 
stantial would  be  done,  and  that  a 
migration  scheme  would  be  evolved  with- 
out loss  of  time.  For  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  required  no  legislation. 

Mr.  PIRIE,  referring  to  an  earlier 
ruling  of  the  Chairman  asked  whether 
there  had  not  frequently  been  on  the 
salary  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
discussions  on  all  the  subjects  for  which 
he  was  responsible ;  and,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  having  declared  that  he 
was  responsible  for  all  these  Boards, 
which  were  similar  to  those  in  Ireland, 
were  they  not  entitled  to  discuss  the 
action  of  the  Scottish  Boards  ?  He 
trusted  the  Chairman  would  look  into 
this  question,  because  it  was  a  great 
hardship  on  Members  from  Scotland  that 
they  should  be  deprived  of  the  only 
opportunities  they  had  for  discussion. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  making  a  speech. 

Mr.  PIRIE  :    I  am  asking  a  question. 

♦The  chairman  :  Exactly  the  same 
rule  applies  to  Ireland  as  to  Scotland. 
When  Members  wish  to  discuss  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  in  Ireland,  that 
Vote  is  put  down.  When  they  wish  to 
discuss  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
that  Vote  is  put  down.  Other  things  are 
discussed  on  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  PIRIE  :  May  I  take  it  from  you, 
Sir,  that  this  matter  will  be  looked  into  ? 
It  is  a  precedent  which  cannot  be  allowed 
to  pass  without  very  grave  protest  on 
the  part  of  Scottish  Members. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
can  raise  his  protest  if  he  wishes.     He 
can   put    down   a    Resolution    to    draw  • 
attention   to    my    ruling.     Undoubtedly 
the  hon.   Member  has  not  studied  the 
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question.  What  I  have  stated  is  un- 
doubtedly the  rule  of  the  Committee. 
For  my  own  part,  I  need  not  tell  the 
Committee  that  I  should  be  only  too 
happy  if  there  were  no  such  rules.  It  is 
a  great  trouble  to  me  to  have  to  carry 
them  out,  but,  being  here,  I  must  carry 
them  out.  There  is  no  question  about 
that. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs)  said 
he  did  not  question  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairmaji ;  as  far  as  he  was  concerned 
he  would  be  the  very  last  to  dispute  it. 
lie  had  hoped  before  the  general  dis- 
cussion was  closed  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  a  question 
which  directly  affected  the  administrative 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  whose  Department  was  very 
hard  worked.  Everyone  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  at  all  events,  would  be  only 
too  willing  and  glad  to  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  and  kindness  they  in- 
variably met  with  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  regard  to  matters  on 
which  they  approached  him.  The  ques- 
tion he  desired  to  raise,  if  he  was  in 
order,  was  the  very  serious  one  which 
had  arisen  in  Lewis  in  connection 
with  what  might  be  called  the  break- 
down of  local  government  there.  The 
rates  had  risen  in  twenty  years  from 
2s.  or  .3s.  in  the  £  to  15s.  or  Itis.  They 
were  almost  wholly  paid  by  one  in- 
dividual, who  unfortmiatcly  was  in  a 
position  iii  which  he  foiuid  it  impossible 
to  raise  the  money  with  which  to  pay 
them,  and  the  whole  of  the  local  govern- 
ment of  the  district  was  likely  to  break 
down.  He  wished  to  get  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  an  assurance  that  he 
would  look  into  the  matter,  and  deal 
with  it.  He  asked  whether  he  would 
be  in  order  in  raising  that  question. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  quite 
know  what  is  actually  the  question 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to 
raise,  whether  it  has  reference  to  law 
and  order.  I  presume  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  going  to  advocate  something 
which  would  require  legislation. 

Mr.  YOUNGER:    No. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  If  it  is  a  question 
of  a  local   impasse  which  the  Secretary 

Mr.  EnimcU. 


for  Scotland  could  do  aometliing  to 
meet,  then  it  can  be  raised  by  the  ka. 
Member;  but  if  the  hon.  Gentlenai 
desires  to  refer  to  a  subject  which  idiM 
purely  to  local  government,  then  k 
would  arise  on  the  Vote  for  the  Ixwl 
Government  Board. 

Mr.  YOUNGER  said  it  was  extrenely 
difficult  to  explain  precisely  whit  W 
wanted,  or  what  remedy  to  sugpit 
Some  twelve  years  ago  a  similar  difficnitr 
arose,  and  the  Secretary  for  Scotknl 
at  that  time  came  forward  with  a  gnat 
out  of  some  fund  which  he  had  at  bk 
disposal,  and  he  kept  the  machine  ti 
local  government  going  irrespective  uf 
legislation.  He  believed  the  right  ha 
Gentleman  knew  of  that  case,  and  kf 
did  not  know  whether  in  the  cirma- 
stances  he  would  be  in  order  in  proceeding 
with  the  question. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAXD 

(Mr.   Sinclair,   Forfarshire)  :      Nothing 

can  be  done  otherwise  than  through  tk 

agency  of  the  Local  Government  Boaii 

Under    these    circumstances     I    wonB 

suggest  that  whatever  question  is  desired 

I  to  be  raised  on  the  point  by  hon.  Gentfc- 

i  men  opposite  is  proper  for  discussion  ob 

j  the    Vote    for    the    Local    Government 

Board. 

*The  chairman  :  In  these  ciiciun- 
stances  it  is  clearly  a  question  for  tke 
Local  Government  Board  Vote- 


*Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanuk- 
shire,  N.W.)  said  he  had  put  a  Motkn 
on  the  Paper  to  reduce   the  Vote  by 
£1)00,   but    it    would    be    for    the  con- 
venience of  the  Committee  if  he  were 
to  move  instead  the  reduction  of  tie 
I  entire   Vote    by    the    sum    of    £1,000. 
'  Reference  had  been  made  to  the  prestfit 
1  situation  in  the  island  of  Lewis  hy  tike 
I  hon.   Member  for  Ross   and   Cromarty, 
I  but  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  facts 
i  had   become   a   little   distorted   in  tlie 
i  stream    of    the    hon.    Grentleman's  elo- 
I  quence.     He  would  like   to  say  one  w 
1  two  words  as  to  the  actual  facts.    Tbe 
'  remote   island   of    Barra  probably  con- 
'  tained     18,000     acres.      In     1878    d» 
I  present    proprietres ;    succeeded  to    tkt 
;  estate,  and  the  estate  was  divided  into 
i  8,000  acres  crofts,  and  10,000  acres  faxmu 
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As  time  went  on,  the  population  of  Barra 
increased  at  a  continuous  and  steady 
rate,  and  a  demand  arose  for  more  land 
for  small  holdings.  In  1883  the  pro- 
prietress gave  about  4,500  acres  of  land 
to  be  divided  into  small  holdings,  and 
in  1901  a  further  demand  arose,  and  the 
proprietor  gave  3,000  acres.  At  fhe 
present  moment  the  proprietress  held 
practically  no  land  in  Barra  which  she 
had  not  cut  up  into  small  holdings. 
The  adjacent  island  of  Vatersay  was 
smaller,  and  comprised  2,250  acres. 


I. 


An  HON.  MEMBER  :    3,350. 


♦Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said  the 
hon.  Member  was  including  Sandray, 
which  was  a  separate  island.  The  land 
was  sold  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  in  August,  1906,  the  rest  of 
the  land  was  relet  upon  a  new  lease  to  the 
tenant  who  had  had  possession  of  it  for 
many  years,  at  a  rent  of  £400.  The 
soil  of  Vatersay,  he  understood,  was  a 
thin  soil,  and  while  eminently  suitable 
for  grazing  was  not  so  suitable  for 
purposes  of  agriculture.  There  was  said 
to  be  considerable  difficulty  about  the 
water  supply,  and  he  understood  the 
tenant  was  allowed  to  go  across  to  Barra 
to  get  water  to  water  his  stock.  There 
was  no  school,  of  course,  and  no  church, 
and  the  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
not  power  to  supply  any  money  voted  to 
them  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  school, 
and  therefore  a  school  would  fall  to  be 
built  out  of  the  rates.  The  parish  rates 
in  Vatersay  were  17s.  4d.  in  the  £,  and 
the  county  rate  228.  6d.  in  the  £  and 
the  building  of  a  school  would  be  a 
matter  of  somewhat  serious  consideration. 
He  said  this  because  some  question  had 
arisen  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  island 
for  making  small  holdings.  It  had 
always  been  the  view  of  the  proprietress 
that  the  land  was  not  suited  for  the 
making  of  small  holdings.  It  was 
schedided  as  a  suitable  area  by  the  Deer 
Forest  Commission,  but  he  was  informed 
it  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  island 
was  ever  actually  visited  by  any  members 
of  the  Commission  or  their  representa- 
tives. Experts  had  reported  upon  the 
soil  of  sixty  acres  of  the  land,  but  their 
reports  were  entirely  contradictory.  One 
said  the  soil  was  of  very  good  quality, 
and  the  other  said  it  was  very  poor; 
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therefore  they  were  in  some  difficulty  in 
judging  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  facts. 
What  surprised  him  was  that  when  a 
practical  test  was  suggested  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  complaint  being  made 
of  the  soil  of  that  portion  of  Vatersay  at 
present  in  possession  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  the  people  appeared  to  have 
put  objections  in  the  way,  and  the  test, 
he  understood,  had  not  been  carried  out. 
He  did  not  know  why  objections  were  put 
in  the  way  or  why  the  test  had  not  been 
carried  out.  So  much  as  regarded  the 
geographical  part  of  the  case.  In  1906 
one  or  two  cattle  were  landed  in  Vatersay, 
and  more  were  brought  over,  and  eventu- 
ally the  Sheriff  was  sent  by  the  Scottish 
Office.  He  reported  that  the  proprie- 
tress ought  to  be  asked  not  to  take  any 
action,  because  the  people  who  brought  the 
cattle  over  had  promised  to  remove  them. 
No  action  was  taken,  and  the  cattle 
were  still  there.  In  August,  1906,  the 
new  lease  of  which  he  had  spoken  was 
arranged,  and  in  October,  1906,  the  first  of 
the  squatting  began.  These  men  had 
gone  over  there,  had  got  timber  and  some 
kind  of  corrugated  iron,  and  had  erected 
a  number  of  houses.  He  was  told  there 
was  at  present  something  like  150  people. 
The  first  time  this  extraordinary  state  of 
facts  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  debate  was  in  1907, 
when  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  re- 
ferred, on  the  Small  Landholders  Bill, 
to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Barra.  The 
Lord  Advocate,  on  being  appealed  to  as 
to  whether  there  was  perfect  peace  in  the 
crofting  districts  of  Scotland  generally, 
said  that  throughout  the  whole  realm 
of  his  jurisdiction  there  was  perfect  peace 
except  in  one  remote  island,  the  island  of 
Barra,  where  the  proprietrix  had  been 
unfortunate  in  her  relations  with  her 
tenantry.  He  said  these  poor  tenants 
at  Barra  had  gone  over  to  the  neighbour- 
ing island  of  Vatersay,  interfering  with 
no  human  soul,  in  order  to  plant  a  few 
potatoes,  hoping  they  might  come  again 
in  the  spring  and  reap  what  they  had 
sown,  and  when  he  had  been  asked  to 
interfere  and  take  steps  to  vindicate  the 
law  he  had  said  this  was  not  a  proper  case 
for  interference,  because  it  was  a  question 
of  disputed  civic  possession.  He  would 
not  comment  on  the  agricultural  miracle 
involved  in  the  suggestion  that  these 
people  were  going  to  sail  over  in  October 
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and  return  in  the  spring  to  reap  the 
potatoes  which  they  hiad  sown,  but  with 
regard  to  the  rest  of  the  statement  it 
was  inaccurate  in  ahnost  every  matter  of 
fact  contained  in  it.  "  The  poor  tenants 
of  Barra" — the  men  were  not  tenants 
but  cottars—"  interfered  with  no  human 
soul."  The  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  in  regard  to  the  present 
position  of  affairs  would  show  sufficiently 
how  things  stood  in  that  matter.  "  Ques- 
tion of  disputed  civic  possession " — 
these  men  had  never  claimed  in  a  C^ourt 
of  law  any  shadow  of  a  title  to  the  land. 
Everybody  admitted  that  the  land 
belonged  to  the  proprietrix,  and  the 
only  question  was  as  to  the  reason 
for  their  being  there.  For  a  maximum 
of  inaccuracy  in  a  minimum  of  words 
that  was  pre-eminently  conspicuous. 
What  was  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs  %  More  land 
was  wanted,  and  it  was  said  tliat  Lady 
Cathcart  put  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  acquiring  of  that  land.  In  a 
sense,  he  could  imderstand  hon.  Mem- 
bers taking  that  view,  because  Lady 
Cathcart  had  always  thought  Vatersay 
was  not  a  place  fitted  by  nature  for 
experiments  in  small  holdings.  If  they 
went  further,  and  said  that  having 
accepted  its  suitability  she  had  then 
put  difficulties  in  the  way,  no  suggestion 
could  possibly  be  more  remote  from 
the  truth.  Lady  Cathcart  had  offered, 
not  once,  but  repeatedly,  to  sell  the 
land  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Why  had  they  not  accepted  that 
offer  ?  There  was  no  quesrion  of  price, 
because  it  had  never  got  the  length 
of  the  price  being  mooted.  Lady 
Cathcart  said  she  was  perfectly  willing 
to  accept  a  fair  and  reasonable  price, 
and  to  submit  the  question  to  arbitration, 
and  to  take  whatever  price  might  be 
adjudicated  as  fair  and  reasonable. 
Ho  had  noticed  in  Questions  and  in  other 
ways  in  tho  last  few  weeks  a  sort  of 
8iij4gt\stiou  that  Lady  Catliciirt  had  iu 
her  dealings  with  a  Government 
l)ej>artmeut  j-tuck  out  for  an  exorbitant 
price.  If  hon.  Members  would  look  at 
t!ie  statement  which  had  been  circulated, 
tUoy  would  see  on  page  36  a  statement 
of  Lady  Cathcart's  transactions  with 
the  (.Tovernment.  There  were  only  two 
transactions  in  Barra  and  Vatersay. 
One  was  a  sale  of  raxty  acres  in  Vatersay, 
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at   a   price   which   tho     Government'* 
agent,  who  inspected  the  land,  said  was 
a  fair  price,  and  was  practically  the  price 
which  he  had  put  upon  the  land  himselL 
The  other  was  a  sale  of  land  in  Bam 
in  regard  to  the  price  of  part  of  which 
ho  understood  no  question  was  raised. 
Tlie  rest  was  sold  for  £5,500>  and  it  was 
said  that  that  was  too  much.     It  wis 
said  that  the  Crofters  Conumission  pro- 
ceeded, immediately   the    estates    wew 
acquired  by  the  Government  to  reduce  the 
rents.    It  was  quite  true..    The  price  paid 
bv  the  Government  was  £7,500  for  the 
whole,  and   the  rents  were  reduced  to 
something  like  £5,500.      The  difference 
between  the  two  represented,  in  the  first 
place,  compensation  to  the  tenants  who 
were  forced  to  surrender  their  existing 
leases,  and,  in   the   second  place,    the 
value    of    the    land     for     other    than 
agricultural  purposes.      Lady  Cathcart 
would  have  got  the  full  price,  and  men 
than  the  full  price,  which  she  got  from  the 
Government,  from  the  other  conipetitoc 
who  was  in  the  market  at  the  same  time. 
In  the  present  case  there  was  no  question 
of  price,  but  the  right  hon.  Qentlemu 
said  it  was  out  of  harmony  with  the 
Government  policy,  and  insisted  on  hk 
own  suggestion.      The   first  thing  that 
happened   was   that   the    Secretary  fa 
Scotland  wrote  a  letter  on  5th  September, 
1907,  making  proposals  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  island  under  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.    Lady  Cathcart  though 
that  was  not  a  wise  proposal,  but  wba 
pressed  by  the  Government  she  velno- 
tantly  consented.    The  first  thing  wu 
to  make  some  arrangement  in  the  ezistifig 
situation.    A  new  lease  had  come  into 
o])c ration,  and  had  been  arranged  thirteen 
months    before.      Lady    Cathcart  wu 
naturally  anxious  to  see   what  wsb  to 
be  done  for  her  tenanta,    becanae  she 
hid    had    previous   experience    of  land 
taken  by  the  Congested  Districts  Boaid. 
or  rather  land  which  liad  been  schedubd 
bv  tluMji.     Lidy  Cathcart,   in  the  out 
ho  alhuicd  to,  give  notice  to  her  tenant^ 
who  quitted  tho  land,  and  afterwards  tkft 
Composted  Districts  Board  were  nnabk 
t(^  o.uTv  out  their  scheme,  and  the  land 
was  thrown  upon  her  hands,  the  molt 
being  th?.t  she  had  not  been  able  to  gBt 
a  tenant  for  that  land.     It  was  abMil 
incredible,    but    tho    Oovenunent  Hii 
t.iken  up  the  position  that 
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to  be  given  to  the  tenant  for  surrendering 
his  lease  was  not  a  matter  for  the  Govern- 
ment but  a  question  to  be  settled  between 
the  proprietor  tfnd  the  tenant.  In  this 
House  and  in  Committee  over  and  over 
again  they  were  assured  that  in  legislative 
proposals  the  Qoviprnment  had  taken 
steps  by  Amendments  to  secure  that 
loss  on  the  letting  value  to  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant,  arising  from  the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  farm  for  small  holdings,  should 
be  compensated.  In  the  case  which  he 
hid  laid  before  the  Committee  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  afterwards  wrote  in- 
forming Lady  Cathcart  that  thq  whole  of 
her  farm  might  uot  be  required  for  new 
holdings.  If  there  was  in  Barra  this 
tremendous  hunj^er  for  land,  why  not 
take  those  2,000  acres  ?  Probably  he 
would  be  told  they  were  not  aU  suitable, 
but  in  thAt  case  what  the  Goyemment 
reaUy  proposed  wae  to  pick  out  the 
heart  of  the  farm  for  small  holdings. 
In  the  present  tSrouWe  with  the 
squatters  Lady  >  Oathoart  had  been 
told-  that  she  had  a  civil  remedy.  He 
had  heard  her  ladyship  Warned  because 
some  hon.  Members  held  the  idea  that 
she  had  hastened  into  Court  in  trdei 
to'  ja;et  these  men  put  into  prison,  but 
nothing  could  be  further  from  tbe  truth. 
Lord  Tweed  mouth  in  the  House  of  Lords 
said  that  the  action  of  the  Vatersay 
men  could  not  be  stigmatised  too  strongly, 
because  it  wds  monstrous  and  intoler- 
able. His  Lordship  further  stated  that 
Lidy  Cathcart  had  been  badly  served 
by  her  agents,  and  if  an  interdict  had 
been  taken  out  and  enforced  the  tres- 
passers would  have  been  driven  ofi  her 
land.  Here  was  a  case  where  a  Member 
of  the  Liberal  Grovernment  was  not 
blaming  the  proprietrix  for  resorting 
to  the  law,  but  blaming  the  agents  for 
delay  in  taking  legal  proceedings.  He 
was  lawaro  that  proceedings  by  civil 
process  were  cumbrous  and  expensive, 
but-  there .  was  another  process  ready  to 
the' hand  of.  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and .  his  advisers  which  they  de^clined 
to  use,  .l)ut<  their  reasons  for  declining 
appciuPDd  to-,  him  very  insufficient.  The 
proiceu:  liid'  alluded  to  was  und6r  the 
Trej^^  Aot»  of  ISit.  They  had  no 
laW  bif*  trespass  in'^^Qotland,  generally 
■peil^n©.  i^^  aqu^tjiiifg  .  wii^hout  the 
0Oii«9]i(\-of --tlB-jiOwner'  was  an  oSenco 


under  the  Act  of  1865,  which  provided 
that— 

"  Every  piaraon  who  lodges  in  any  premises 
or  ooonpies  or  encamps  on  any  land  being  private 
property  without  the  consent  and  permission  of 
the  owner  or  legal  occupier  commits  an  offence 
and  may  be  prosecuted  and  punished." 

That  was  the  law  in  Scotland,  and  why 
was  it  uot  applied  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ?  The  first  answer  ^ven 
was  that  the  Act  was  inapplicable  in  this 
case  because  it  was  intended  to  refer 
only  to  single  in^tauces,  and  this  was  a 
case  of  continuous  possession  of  land. 
A  more  extraordinary  statement  was 
never  made  on  behalf  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  In  order  to  escape  the 
penalties  of  the  law  it  appeared  that  all 
a  man  needed  to  do  in  future  would  be 
to  persist  in  his  wrong-doing.  It  was 
wrong  to  do  this  for  one  day,  but  if  they 
went  <m  occupying  the  land  for  a  long 
time  it  could  not  be  objected  to.  At 
any  rate,  that  was  the  sum  and  substance 
of  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  The  Lord  Advocate,  how- 
ever, took  a  different  view,  and  he  said 
there  was  no  precedent  for  interference 
in  this  case,  and  that  it  would  be  an 
act  of  great  impropriety  to  apply  any 
such  le^latioft  to  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  In  the  year  1891,  in  the  island 
of  Orinsay,  that  Act  was  applied  and 
no  question  was  raised  in  the  Court  at 
the  time  as  to  its  competency  and  though 
no  law  agent  was  present,  there  was  a 
very  clever  agent  rej)resenting  the  Land 
League  present  who  was  afterwards 
complimented  by  the  Judge  upon  the 
ability  with  which  he  had  stated  his 
case.  Fortunately  occurrences  of  this 
character  were  very  rare  and  this  was 
the  only  precedent  in  regard  to  an  affair 
of  this  magnitude.  Ho  would  remind 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  and  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  that  this  very  Act 
was  being  invoked  in  the  case  of  a  much 
humbler  class  of  offender.  When  a 
tinker  was  imprisoned  for  sleeping  out 
the  conviction  took  place^l  under  the 
Trespass  Act  of  1865.  If  humble  offend- 
ers of  that  kind  were  brought  up  imder 
that  Act,  why  had  it  not  been  applied  in 
this  case  ?  A  man  could  be  brought  up 
and  punished  under  the  Act  for  sleeping 
out  and  yet  they  refused  to  apply  the 
Act  in  the  case  of  men  who  had  taken 
E  2 


stated  in  the  report,  for  instance,  that 
no  house  sites  were  available  at  Castlobay. 
Ho  was  informed  that  house  sites 
were  available,  and  that  a  numl>er 
of  fishermen  were  paying  a  moderate 
feu  duty.  [An  Hon.  Member;  "How 
many  1 "]  He  could  not  say,  but  ho 
was  told  the  number  was  considerable. 
Did  the  hon.  Gentleman  deny  it  ?  [An 
Hon.  Member:  "Yes."]  He  could  only 
give  the  information  which  was  given  to 
him.  It  wiis  a  question  of  fact,  and  the  hon. 
Member  might  have  dift'erent  information 
from  his  own.  There  was  a  reference 
to  a  letter  which  had  been  written 
forbidding  a  man  to  build  a  house.  That 
must  have  struck  hon.  Members  as  being 
a  very  serioua  matter  and  a  singidarly 
d  COBB.  On  looking  into  the  matter 
I         'Thomson. 
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he  found  that  the  place  where  that  man 
forbidden  to  build   a  house  wai  a 
common    grazing,    which    in   1883  wai 
subdivided    between     thirty^    or    forty 
tenants,  and  there  was  a  written  agree- 
ment that  for  the  common  interest  none 
of  the  tenants  should  put  up  houses  upon 
it.  The  case  of  the  man  to  whom  the  Sh&iS 
specially  referred  seemed  hard,  but  when 
looked  into  what  were   the  facts  t    In 
I  1891   that  man  entered  into  a  lease  of 
a  grazing,  and,  after  he  had  been  then 
ten  years,   he  left,   and   was  then  nine 
and  a  half  years  in  arrear  with  his  rent 
!  It  was  a  judicial  rent  which  had  been 
fixed  by  the  Crofters  Commiasion.    The 
last     suggestion     in    the     report    wu 
that  Lady  Cathcart  had  not  appreciated 
her  duty  as  landlady.     Nothing  could  he 
further  from  the  fact.     He  had  told  the 
Committee  what  was  done.    He  had  heard 
it    suggested  that  Lady    Cathcart  had 
made  a  profit  out  of  all  she  had  done. 
If  that  were  true,  was  it  to  be  a  crime  for 
a  landlady  to  make  a  profit  out  of  what 
she  did  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  t 
Was  it  the  Liberal  idea  that  they  wen 
always  to  benefit  the  community  at  the 
expense  of  the  landowner.        So  far  from 
benefiting  by  what  she  had  done,  in  regard 
to    land     liady     Cathcart     had    bees 
at  considerable  pecuniary  loss.      Then 
wiis  one  case  which  was  so  striking  that 
he  would  state  it  to  the  Committee,    b 
was  the  case  of  a  common  grazing  which 
was  lot  as  a  club  farm  in  thirty-five  shaiea 
The  rent  to  each  member  was  £3  16a.^ 
giving  a  total  of  about  £130.     That  wai 
the  amount  Lady  Cathcart  was  ofiered 

_le  means 
Commission 
rents  and  cancelled 
the  bulk  of  the  arrears.     The  rents  then 
due   were    £904    Ss.    and    the    arrean 
were  £772  Is.    At  the  present  moment 
the    rents    were    still    in    arrear    faj 
many    hundreds    of    pounds.     If  Lady 
Cathcart  had  not  subdivided  that  hoMing 
she  would  have  got  a  rent  of  something 
like  £130.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  she  had 
only  received  rents  amounting  to  £16 11a. 
He  said  that  in  answer  to  the  siu^gestkii 
that  \jidy  Cathcart  in  subdivi^mg  the 
land  in  Barra  had  been  solely  oonaulting 
her  own  interest  and  disregaiding  the 
interest  of  those  residing  on  the  island. 
Much   had  been  made   of    the   aheiiiPs 
description  of  the  squatters  as  fair  and 
reasonable  men ;   but  the  words  which 
folli>weil  were  not   quoted— *«  eaoepi  m 
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forcible  possession  of  land  which  did  not 

belong  to  them.     He  called  that  robbery    was 

and  there  was  no  other  name  for  it.    He 

knew  that  in  the  House  and  out  of  it 

there  was  a  great  amount  of  sympathy 

with  the  case  of  these  men,  but  he  could 

not   say  how  far   that   sympathy  was 

founded  upon  a  real  knowledge  of  the 

facts.     Those     men    imdoubtedly    had 

a    very    hard   life    and   lived   in    poor 

houses,     and     experienced  the  greatest 

difficulty  in    making    both    ends    meet. 

They  had   a  hard   life    and    were    the 

victims  of  circumstances  and  of  a  system 

which  the  Government  wanted  to  extend 

to  the  whole  of  Scotland.      The   houses 

were  poor  because  they  had  divorced  the 

landlords  from  interest  in  the  upkeep  of 

them.     The  holdings  did  not  pay  because 

they  were  uneconomic.     He  wished  to  call 

attention  to  the  fact  that  the  statement 

in  the  note  at  the  bottom  of  page  4  of 

the  Correspondence  was  most  misleading. 

The  document  referred    to    was   never 

pretended  to  be  a  judicial  statement  of 

the  situation  as  it  existed.     The  sheriff 

had  written  a  letter,  which  was  in  poses- 

sion  of  the  Scottish  Office,  stating  that 

the  document  was  an  ez-parte  statement 

of   the  case,  and  that  he  did  not  make 

an  inquiry  which   in   any   sense   of   the 

term  was  judicial.     He  simply  went  down 

to  the  place,  took  the  men's  statements, 

and  reported  them.     The  note  might  lead 

one   naturally  to  a  different  conclusion. 

There   were  one  or  two  statements  in 

regard  to  matters  of  fact  to  which  it 

might  be  worth  while  to  call  attention, 

because  they  were  absolutely  denied  by  ;  £7;thrfarm  by  a  i^"of^  am^ 

^.^^.^^^^lu^.'^.i^^^^^  capital.     The  Crofters  Cbn 

n  1891  reduced 
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their  desire  to  get  land,  and  take  it  if 
need  be."  The  Government  sent  the 
sheriff  to  the  islands  to  try  to  induce 
these  men  to  desist  from  their  course  of 
action.  The  sheriff  said  to  them,  **  Please 
go  away,  you  are  breaking  the  law."  They 
said,  **  No."  Then  the  Government  turned 
to  Lady  Cathcart  and  said,  **  You  must 
arrange  for  these  men  to  stay,  and 
you  must  do  it  at  your  own  expense."  He 
blamed  the  Gi^vernment  for  not  having 
adopted  the  advice  of  the  sheriff  to  buy 
the  land,  which  could  be  had  from  Lady 
Cathcart  at  a  reasonable  price.  He 
blamed  them  for  refusing  compensation 
to  the  tenant.  He  blamed  them  also 
for  not  having  maintained  law  and 
order,  and  for  having  tried  to  evade 
responsibility  for  the  consequences.  There 
were  only  two  solutions  of  the  difficulty. 
One  was  a  scheme  of  emigration  beyond 
the  seas.  Lady  Cathcart  sent  some 
emigrants  from  South  Uist  and  Benbecula 
to  Canada  some  years  ago.  The  latest 
account  of  them  was  that  they  were  com- 
fortable and  independent  on  farms 
of  the  average  extent  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  and  that  they 
retained  the  most  grateful  memories 
of  Lady  Cathcart.  The  only  other 
possible  solution  was  the  establishment 
of  some  more  complete  system  of  in- 
dustries in  the  islands.  That  was  the 
remedy  suggested  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  in  this  year's  Report. 
But  the  Government  shut  their  eyes  to 
both  of  these  solutions.  They  supposed 
that  peace  and  happiness  were  to  be 
secured  by  the  extension  of  the  system 
of  dividing  and  sub-dividing  the  land 
among  the  crofters,  which  had  produced 
so  far  but  indigence  and  unquiet.  He 
blamed  the  Government  for  the  course 
they  had  elected  to  take.  He 
blamed  them  far  more  for  pursuing 
that  course  with  a  lack  of  consistency 
and  courage,  as  well  as  with  a  total  dis- 
regard of  every  principle  of  justice.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,600, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr. 
MUchellTfmMon.) 

♦Mr.  a.  DEWAR  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
hoped  he  might  congratulate  the  hon. 
Member  for  North- West  Lanark  on  having 
dealt  with  what  was  necessarily  a  very 


difficult  case  with  considerable  ability 
and  much  moderation,  and — if  he  might 
say  so — his  speech  was  able  because  it 
was  moderate  to  a  very  large  extent.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  hon.  Gentleman  felt 
very  keenly  on  this  case — as  he  did 
from  the  other  side,  and  as  many  hon. 
I  Members  beside  him  felt.  He  hoped  he 
'  might  be  able  to  emulate  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's moderation  in  anything  he  had 
to  say.  There  were  really  two  questions 
involved.  There  was,  first  of  all,  the 
dispute  between  Lady  (Jordon  Cath- 
cart and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
the  Lord  Advocate.  The  hoM.  (Jentle- 
man  opposite  had  dealt  with  that  at 
considerable  length,  and  he  thought  he 
had  better  leave  these  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  defend  themselves.  But 
there  was  another  question  which  had 
been  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
That  was  the  very  long  and  very  dis- 
tressing dispute  between  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart  and  her  tenants.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers could  not  understand  the  dis- 
pute with  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  without  first  of  all 
mastering  the  other  dispute  and  the  full 
facts  in  connection  with  it.  He  had 
taken  some  trouble  to  acquaint  himself 
with  the  facts,  and  if  the  House  would 
be  good  enough  to  bear  with  him  he  would 
try  to  explain  them.  He  once  held  a 
view  not  unlike  that  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  of  others  whom  he  had  heard 
speak  or  whose  words  he  had  read — 
that  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  was  a  much 
ill-used  lady.  He  thought  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  in  Glasgow  put  the  case 
in  this  way.  Here  were  a  lot  of  un- 
principled men  deliberately  seizing 
the  property,  without  any  legal  right 
or  moral  justification,  of  a  singularly 
benevolent  lady  who  all  her  days  had 
been  helping  them.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  on  17th  January  last 
in  Glasgow.  What  he  regrett -d  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
chosen  that  particular  time  for  making 
that  statement.  At  that  time  these 
ten  men  were  not  in  prison.  Their  case 
was  suh  judice,  they  were  under  the  order 
of  the  Court  to  appear  before  the  Court ; 
and  he  regretted  to  say  that  the  effect 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
in  Scotland  was  very  serious  for  thes3 
man.     Ths  public  at  oace  took  the  view 
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of  the  right  hoii.  G.Mitlemim,  and  tlic  I 
n'3Wdpap6ra  wroto — ho  must,  say  with 
unwonted  freedom — about  these  poor 
men,  who  could  not  afiord  to  bring 
either  the  newspapers  or  the  right  hbn. 
Gentleman  into  Court,  while  they  were 
themselves  imprisoned  for  contempt  of 
Court.  Tiie  Scotsman,  writing  on  29th 
January,  on  the  case  as  presented  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  said — 

"  Her  [Lady  Gordon  Cathcart's]  fault  has  been 
habitual  and  perhaps  unwise  indulgence  of  the 
cottars,  who  arc  now  repaying  her  generous  and 
too  considerate  policy  by  forcible  seizure  and 
wanton  injury." 

That  was  to  prejudge  the  case.  Was  it 
wanton  injury  without  any  moral  justifica- 
tion ?  Had  she  all  those  years  been  too 
indulgent  to  those  ten  men  and  their 
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law  vie  r,  -  ahd  one   oi  %hm  faireM-ittiiM 
and  mos!>  highly- respected  men  in  8«k- 
land.    That  gentleman  y^eni  dawn  ind 
inquired  on   the  'ftpoti;     It    w^  not  i 
judicial  inquiry.    He   yront  on  the  k- 
vitation  of  the  Secretary  for  Sootiand  to 
^ee  if  he  could  clear  up  the  utoation. 
He  tried  to  get  at  the  facta  and  to  dii* 
oover  where  the  real  trouble  lay  and  wko 
v^ras  ta  blame.    The  Hherif^a  report  wu 
bhat  the  men  were  respect/able,  jeaapiuUe, 
intelligent,  courteous,  kJindly*  and  thrifty. 
That  was  the  class  of  persons  against  whm 
the  case  was  that  they  had  delibeiatdy 
seized  and  wantonly  in  juredprop^rty  iritk* 
ou'  any  moral  justific  itio  i.  .  He  {ound 
corroboration  of  that  report  in  tha  facttbt 
every  public  man  and  overy  ppblio  body 
\¥ho  had  ever  gone  th^re  took  ptec^ 


fellows?   He  had  exanuned  the  case  very  |  ^^^  ^^^    ^^^     ^^     ^^  ^y^^ 

carefully  and  had  reached  the  conclusion  ,  ,^^^ctable,  law-abiding  men  had  biokiB 

that  that  was  not  a  true  representation.of    ^^^      ^^^        ^^    ,,        j  j      ^  ^ 

the  case.     He  did  not  blame  the  nght  .  j  j 

hon.  Gentleman,  except  in  so  far  as  he  had 

been  supplied   with  and  circulat.d  the 

wrong   facts.     What  was  the  character 

of   these   men  ?     Were    they   likely   to 

be  guilty  of  a  wanton  act  of  spoliation  ? 

They  were  of  the  West  Highland  fisher 

class.   He  did  not  put  liis  case  too  highly , 

as  was  well  known  to  Scotsmen  in  the 

House  and  to  those  who  had  visited  the 

Hebrides,  when  he  said  that  there  was  not 

a  more  law-abiding,  peaceable,  and  loyal 

class  in  the  King's  dominions  or  anywhere 

else.     Crime  in  the  ordinary  sense  wa& 

entirely    unknown    among    them.     Any 

trouble  that  they  had  had  was  trouble 

arising  from   the   land.     That  was  the 

general  character  of  the  class,  and  the 

character  of  these  particular  ten  men  to 

whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 


Why 
done  wanton  injury  it  must  luw 
been  imder  very  strong  prosBW 
Was  there  a -burden  they  had  had  to 
boar  all  this  time  in- silence  and  alone  t 
The  Committee  had  not  heard  of  thib 
The  hon.  Member  for  North -West  Lsmfk 
had  said  that  this  was  an  extteiDdv 
di  Sicult  case.  He  did  not  want  to  attMk 
this  ladyj  and  would  nbt  do  sff. 
She  was  the  owner  of  this  propertr 
at  Vatersay.  He  had  not  ib 
least  doubt  of  her  kindness.  But  ihi 
lived  far  away  from  the  islands  dhe  owned. 
She  had  not  shown  her  face  then  for 
thirty  years.  These  simple-mindBd 
people  thought  that  if  they  only  could  we 
this  lady  their'  troubles  would  speedily 
end,  and  he  agreed  with  t^nu  But  thtt 
lady  had  delegated  the  manaffemeat  oi 
her  estate  to  others — ^to  a  firm  oxsolidtooL 


was  given  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  i  jj^  ^^  ^^^      ^^^^^  ^j  ^^^  xnk|iageiii«l 


his  report  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) : 
What  are  the  exact  words  ? 

♦Mr.  a.  DEWAR  said  he  had  not  th^! 
exact  words  of  the  report  with  him, 
'l)ut  the  right  hon  Gentleman  attacke  . 
the  men  as  having  made  forcible  seizure 
of  property  and  as  being  guilty  of  wanton 
injury.  The  Scotsman  interpreted  that 
us  the  meaning  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  sheriff  of  the  county  was 
3i()t  in  the  least  a  land  agitator.  He  was 
a  strong  Conservative,  a  most  eminent 

Mr.  A.  Deucar. 


of  estates  by  sblicitcyrs.  Ezpaziesfe 
showed  that  absentee  latid]ttdi«B 
generally  brought  trouble.  He  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  these  paiticnltf 
solicitors  were  quite  a  respecttUble  firm; 
but  he  contended  that  1^  maimer  in 
which  this  estate  had  been  mansgdi 
during  the  past  thirty  years  was  radi 
that,  if  his  information  .ms  'correbt,  it 
would  throw  a  very  different  li^  on 
the  action  for  these  .men  than,  had 
been  afforded  by  the  speech  of*  die 
hon.  Member  for  Iforth  -  west'  Ltouk. 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  sheriff,  further  iiid 
that   there  was  great  public  tjmpttiif 
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in  the  islands  with  these  people,  because 
of  the  fact  that  Lady  (Jordon  Cathcart 
had  neglected  her  duty  as  a  land- 
owner, and  long  indifference  to  their 
necessities  had  gone  far  to  drive  them 
to  exasperation.  The  sheriff  did  not 
use  language  of  that  kind  or  put  it  into 
the  mouth  of  public  opinion  without 
anxious  considercvtion.  That  language 
was  significant  it  was  a  hint  to  hon. 
Members  to  be  just.  He  found  that  in 
the  year  1901,  when  the  present  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  was  not  responsible, 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  Inspector, 
in  his  Report,  said — 

**  I  found  the  people  very  reasonable  and 
moderate  in  their  talk  and  their  demands.*' 

What  had  produced  the  change  ?  Barra 
was  fifty  miles  and  more  away  from  the 
mainland.  It  was  isolated  from  markets. 
When  one  went  there  the  first  thing 
that  struck  him  was  the  houses  like 
large  beehives,  mere  temporary  erections 
studded  anywhere.  Some  of  the  town- 
ships, closely  packed,  were  situated  on 
a  bog  often  knee-deep  in  water.  Some 
were  down  by  the  sea-shore  below  high-* 
water  mark.  If  one  inquired  why  these 
people  built  on  bogs  when  there  were 
thousands  of  acres  firm  enough,  the 
answer  was  that  they  could  not  get  any 
other  land — not  a  foot  of  it.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North-west  Lanark  said  that 
there  were  sites  to  be  had  at  Castlebay. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  say  that 
unless  he  were  instructed  and  believed  it 
to  be  true.  But  his  information  was  to 
the  contrary ;  that  it  was  impossible  to 
find  a  site  at  Castlebay.  These  men 
were  not  of  the  crofter  class,  but 
cottars  ;  cotta'  s  were  landless  men  ; 
and  that  was  the  root  of  the  agitation. 
He  agreed  that  they  had  no  legal  righ^ 
to  be  there.  They  were  there  on  suffer- 
ance. They  had  built  their  huts  on 
sufferance,  and  the  ground  officers  could 
come  and  say  :  "  Pull  down  that  house," 
as  they  had  often  done.  The  cottars 
desired  land ;  they  prayed  for  land, 
not  to  steal  it,  but  to  buy  it 
pay  rent  for  it,  but  could  not  get  it ; 
aid  so  they  built  on  bogs,  or  on  the  shore 
.below  high-water  mark.  The  result  was 
.that  the  houses  were  grossly  mihealthy. 
Disease  swept  through  them  from  time 
\o  time — typhoid,  scarlet  fever,  and 
diphtheria.  He  had  gone  through  the 
Reports  df  the  sanit'iXty  iiispefctors    and 


they  said  that  "the  houses  were  un- 
healthy, the  ground  air  was  moist  and 
impure,  and  gave  rise  to  disease."  Could 
anyone  wonder  that  when  these  epidemics 
broke  out  it  was  a  very  serious  matter 
to  these  primitive  people,  who  were  far 
from  doctors.  Everyone  of  the  ten 
men  now  in  prison  had  had  fever  in  his 
house.  Seven  of  them  had  lost  relatives 
by  fever.  They  earnestly  desired  to 
escape,  and  to  pay  for  their  escape. 
Time  after  time  for  twenty-five 
years  they  had  petitioned  L&dy 
Gordon  Cathcart,  and  had  received 
no  reply  to  their  petitions.  They 
had  parish  councils  created,  and  they 
had  some  powers  to  create  small  holdings. 
The  parish  councils  petitioned  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart,  and  received  no  reply. 
The  county  council  of  Inveimesshire 
sent  down  a  deputation  to  Vatersay  and 
to  Barra,  and  held  an  inquiry  lasting  over 
nine  days,  and  they  reported  that  land 
was  available  ;  that  land  was  urgently 
required ;  that  land  would  be  highly 
beneficial  ;  but  the  land  was  not  to  be 
obtained  on  reasonable  terms.  What 
were  the  terms  demanded  for  what,  after 
all,  was  the  health  and  life  of  the  people  ? 
Why  was  it  that  a  parish  council  could 
not  get  land  on  reasonable  terms  ?  What 
objection  was  there  to  keeping  these 
people,  who  were  supported  by  the  public 
bodies,  on  the  land.  If  these  men  who  had 
reported  on  the  matter  were  right  then 
the  estates  management  were  wrong.  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  on  17th  January,  know 
the  conditions  under  which  these  people 
were  living  owing  to  the  want  of  land  ? 
Did  he  know  the  efforts  they  had  made 
for  twenty-five  years  to  get  land  by 
peaceable  and  legitimate  agitation  ?  Did 
he  know  that  the  public  authorities  had 
demanded  land  on  their  behalf  ?  If  he 
knew  all  this,  as  he  knew  it  now,  did  he 
still  think  there  was  nothing  in  the  way 
of  moral  justification  for  their  refusing 
any  longer  to  live  in  their  unhealthy 
environment  ?  Was  there  not  a  point 
beyond  human  endurance,  and  had  not 
'^hat  point  been  reached  ?  lie  admitted 
that  the  law  should  be  obeyed,  and 
must  be  obeyed,  but  did  not  something 
also  depend  on  the  quality  of  the  law  ? 
Were  there  not  some  laws  that  every 
good  citizen  disregarded  without  any  loss 
of  self-respect  ?     There  was  the  case  of 
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passive  resistance.  [Laughtei.]  If  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  did  not  approve 
of  passive  resistance  there  was  the 
illustration  of  the  speed-limit  for  motor 
cars.  Would  any  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site who  owned  a  motor  car,  or  who 
rode  in  one,  get  up  and  say  he  did  not 
disregard  that  law  every  day  ? 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  I  do  not. 


Supply. 


14( 


♦Mb.JA.|DEWAR  said  he  was  very  glad 
to  see  that  some  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  back  benches  obeyed  the  law.  He 
knew  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ihc 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  could  not  say 
so,  because  it  was  common  knowledge 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
twice  got  into  trouble  for  not  observing 
the  speed-limit.  Therefore,  if  the  law 
appeared  to  the  people  to  be  unreason- 
able they  would  never  be  got  to  obey 
it.  Of  that  the  speed-limit  for  motor- 
cars was  really  an  illustration.  If  a 
law  which  interfered  with  pleasure  could 
be  disregarded  without  loss  of  character 
or  self-respect  were  those  who  disregarded 
it  to  condemn  others  who  disregarded  a 
law  which  inflicted  untold  miseries  and 
privations  on  them  1  Were  they,  in  the 
language  of  the  Ler.dcr  of  the  Opposition, 
utterly  "without  moral  justification?" 
They  had  obeyed  this  law  all  their  lives. 
They  tried  to  alter  it  by  every  constitu- 
tional means  for  twenty-five  years.  They 
were  in  the  last  extremity.  The  Small 
Landholders  Bill  brought  relief  in  sight. 
They  were  full  of  hope  as  it  passed 
through  that  House,  but  when  it  became 
apparent  that  it  could  not  become  an 
Act  and  alter  the  law  they  were  in 
despair.  They  took  the  law  into  their 
own  hands.  They  went  to  Vatersay. 
Vatersay  was  but  a  mile  from  this 
unhealthy  bog.  Some  of  these  men 
were  in  prison  now,  and  yet  their 
fathers  lived  on  crofts  in  Vatersay.  In 
1857  they  were  evicted  and  sent  over 
to  Barra.  These  men  still  considered 
they  were  morally  entitled  to  go  back 
to  what  they  thought  was  their  home. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  would  admit 
that  there  was  the  law  of  dual  owner- 
ship in  these  parts,  yet  they  were 
attacking  the  Lord-Advocate  because 
he  would  not  make  these  men  criminals. 
Hon.  Members  had  said  the  estate 
managers  had  been  generous   and  con- 

Mr.  A.  Leicar. 


Biderate.    In  1883  some  landwaa  divided 
up  into  crofts,  but,  after  all,  every  land- 
lord had  some  responsibility  as  well  m 
privileges,  and  surely  one  of  the  reBpQiin> 
bilities  were  to  see  to  it  that  every  mu 
on  the  estate   had   a  chance  of  lifint 
a    healthy    life.       Land    was    divided 
up  in  1883  and  crofters  put  upon  tfa 
estate.    When  the  Crofters  CommianflB 
came  to  the  estate  five  years  after  tiu? 
reduced  the  rents  35  per  cent.  It  nu 
not    generous,   after    all,   becanse  tke 
rent  was  too  high.    It  might  be  good 
business,    but    it  was    not    generontj. 
The  land    was  sold  to    the   Congested 
Districts  Board  for  thirty-eight  and  a 
half  years  purchase.    Twenty-five  yean 
purchase  was    the  usual  price.     Ag»m 
he  said  that  might  be  good  busineae, 
but  it  was  not  generosity.     Six  hundred 
acres  at  Vatersay  let  at  2s.  an  acre  wm 
sold  for  £600  which  came  to  over  100 
years    purchase.     Again  good  businen, 
but  not  generosity.    It  was  said  tint 
harbours  had  been  erected,   water  had 
been   brought,  and  hotels   built — ^tkat 
was  quite  true,  but  his  information  vai 
that  all  that  had  been  done  on  sound 
business   principles.     [Cries    of    "Wky 
not  ?  "]    There  was  no   reason    at  aU 
why  not,  except  that  hon.  Members  mnifc 
not  now   plead  generosity.      The  ly^ 
hon.   Gentleman  referred   to   generou 
and  considerate  actions,  butliadyOoidfli 
Gathcart  made  12}  per  cent,  by  it.    Water 
was  brought   three-quarters  of   a  mQa 
by  gravitation  from  this    lady's   ewB 
lake.    For  that  water,  the  fishermen  wen 
charged  10s.  a  season,  and  the  lighten 
15s.,   amounting  to  a  revenue   otOTV 
£200  a  year.    This  was  perhaps  good 
estate  management,  but  the  right  mm. 
Gentleman  must  not  call  it  generosity. 
The    case  against   the    Lord  Advocate 
was  that  he  did  not  put  the  Act  of 
1865    into   operation.      That   Act  wu 
known  in  Scotland  as  the   "  Tinken** 
Act,    and    was    to    prevent     loaion, 
tinkers  and  tramps  from   sleeping  and 
smoking  in  out-houses  and  in  hAjBtachs. 
It   had    always   been    used    for  tiuit 
purpose  except  once,  when  it  was  sanc- 
tioned for  this  purpose.    The  right  hoiLi 
(Gentleman  was  once  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land ;   had   he   not  frequently   known 
squatting  in  various  parts  of  the  island^ 
but  he  had  never  once  suggested  tldi 
Act  being  put  iuto  opecation*    lafMl^ 
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Supply. 
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said  the  real  blame  rested  with  the  land 
laws,  which  in  the  fulness  of  time  would 
have  to  be  altered.     These  people  believed 
that  they  had  the  right  to  cultivate  a  few 
acres  of  their  own  native  land,  if  they 
were  able  and  willing,  and  prepared  to 
pay  a  fair  price.    Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site even  had   admitted  that  principle, 
yet  they  had   ten    respectable  men  in 
Scotland  sent  to   prison   because  they 
I  des  red   to  get  back  to  the  land — the 
'  policy  which  for  years  in  that  House  they 
had    been    advocating.      He    had  seen 
these  men  in  prison  and  talked  with  them. 
The  House  would  perhaps  permit  him  to 
say  that  he  had  never  seen  a  better  tjrpe 
of  men  in  his  life.     They  were  quiet, 
respectable   and  reasonable.    They  had 
a  passionate  love  for  their  native  land, 
I  and  desired  above  all  else  to  be  allowed 
to  cultivate  a  few  acres  of  it.     The  land 
j  was    available,   urgently    required,   and 
I  would   be  highly  beneficial,   they  were 
I  told  by  public  authorities.     Why  should 
I  they  not  have  it  ?     Why  send  them  to 
I  the  slums  1    The   Royal  Naval  Reserve 
'  was  recruited  from  tbese  parts.     These 
'  men  are  able  and  willing  to  serve  their 
,        ^,  country   if     they   had    a  chance.     The 

.t           ,,  ^S*?"T.°""^"- 1  hon.     Member  "^  had      read      passage 
ment  of  an  estate  had  brought  senous  -^       ^  - 

trouble  with  the  tenants.     Was  it  to  be 

said  that    the    Secretary  for   Scotland 

should     step    in    whenever   that    hap- 


on  one  occasion  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man stated  that  this  Act  would  not 
apply  at  all.  A  conservative  Lord 
Advocate,  McDonald,  said — 

"If  a  man  trespasses  on  the  property  of 
another  he  can  only  be  turned  out  on  the 
operation  of  a  civil  Court,  and  the  owner  of  the 
'property  has  to  suffer  any  damage  done  that 
may  occur  during  the  time  necessary  for  that 
operation,  because  we  believe  that  this  is  a  free 
oountry,  and  because  we  believe  that  everybody 
will  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court. 
Without  that  we  should  have  no  basis  for  our 
liberty  at  all." 

That  was  said  by  the  Conservative  Lord- 
Advocate  of  the  day,  who  was  now  at 
the  head  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of 

t  Scotland.  And  not  only  that,  but  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Leader  of  the 

;  Opposition  agreed  with  him.     The  right 

:  hon.  Grentleman  said — 

**  I  confess  I  thought  that  the  able  and  con- 
olusive  reply  of  the  Lord- Advocate  would  have 
sufficed  the  House  as  our  contribution  to  this 
somewhat  t^o  prolonged  debate." 

The  right  hon.  Oentleman  agreed  that 
the  basis  of  our  liberty  depended  on  each 
man  turning  trespassers  off  his  own  land, 
and  that  law  was  well  settled  in  Scotland. 
This  wds  a  case 


from  a  pamphlet  which  endeavoured 
to  blacken  the  character  of  these  men. 
He  saw  that,  on  page  11,  it  said  that  one 
man  had  a  croft  for  ten  years.  He  asked 
the  hon.  Member  how  the  writer  knew 

middle  of  the  negotiationB  in  this  instance  '  *\**  *^X  "*?  ^^  *Jf  !!:.h!^>.;T^^- 
.  new  lease  was  entered  into  for  nineteen    ^'^°°'  ^^^  "*«'«'^'^  """"  made-lus  name 


pened   and 
Would  the 


pay   any  price 
House  believe 


demanded  ? 
that  in  the 


years  ?  [*'  No."]  Yes ;  after  these  people  I 
had  gone  there,  and  all  this  trouble  had  ' 
begun,  the  lease  was  deliberately  renewed 
for  nineteen  years,  and  it  was  demanded 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should 
pay  this  man  his  price.  But  he  con-  I 
gratulated  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
and  the  Lord- Advocate,  who  had  gone  a  I 
long  way,  on  their  courage  in  having 
refused  to  be  browbeaten,  and  in 
having  refused  to  be  dictated  to  by 
all  the  journals  in  Scotland  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  had  safe- 
guarded the  public  funds  and  had  with- 
stood the  tempest,  and  so  had  the  Lord- 
Advocate,  and  they  ought  to  tell  them 
that  they  were  proud  of  them  to-day. 
The  real  question  here  was,  he  feared^ 
far  bigger  than  he  would  be  permitted  to 
deal  with  in  this  debate,  and  as  had  been 


was  Campbell — ^had  not  a  croft.  He 
would  like  to  know  why  on  one  page  of 
this  book  it  should  be  said  that  this  man 
had  a  croft,  and  then  on  the  last  page, 
page  20,  it  should  be  stated  that  he  had 
share  of  a  grazing.  They  were  two  very 
different  things. 


Mr. 

take. 


YOUNGER :    It  may  be  a  mis- 


*Mr.  a.  DEWAR  said  it  was  not 
a  mistake.  The  point  was  that  he 
had  heard  the  whole  story,  for  he  had 
seen  the  man  in  the  presence  of  his 
fellows.  He  asked  him  what  was  the 
real  explanation  of  his  story.  He  said : 
"  The  factor  offered  me  a  shara 
of  grazing."  "  I  went  there,  an4 
there  were  seventeen  .  other  mea 
with  shares  of  the  grazing.    Whm  I 
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Supply* 
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went  tteie  1  was  the  eighteenth.  The 
seventeen  men  said  :  *  What  right  have 
yoa  to  a  share  of  the  grazing  ?  '  I  said  that 
the  factor  had  sent  me,  and  that  he  had 
made  me  deposit  a  poimd  before  he 
would  accept  me.  They  would  not 
allow  me  to  share.  I  went  back  to 
the  factor  and  told  him.  The 
factor  said  nothing.  He  never  gave 
me  my  grazing,  and  he  has  never  returned 
me  my  pound."  That  was  no  doubt  an 
ex  parte  statement,  and  he  thought  it 
right  to  tell  the  House  frankly  the  source 
of  his  information  in  order  that  they 
might  test  it.  But  he  would  be  very 
sorry  to  stand  there  and  give  informa- 
tion which  he  did  not  know  to  be  accurate. 
He  beli^eved  it  to  be  accurate ;  it  was 
given  to  him  in  the  presence  of  the  other 
men,  and  they  agreed  with  it.  This 
pamphlet  wa8|  admittedly  inaccurate, 
because  it  called  this  man  a  crofter  in 
one  place,  and  then  in  another  it  said  that 
he  had  a  share  of  grazing.  He  certainly 
never  had  a  croft,  and  he  Ixdieved  that 
he  never  had  a  grazing.  He  paid  £1 
deposit  for  one,  but  never  got  it. 
He  had  now  finished,  and  he  left  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  defend  themselves.  He  had 
not  touched  upon  the  case  at  all.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  tell  the  House,  so 
far  as  he  knew  them,  the  true  facts  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
said  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  occupied  some 
part  of  his  speech  with  an  attack  on  the 
merits  of  the  management  of  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart's  estate,  and  he  had 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  cottars 
and  crofters  who  were  breaking  the  law 
at  that  moment  in  Vatersay  were  sub- 
stantially and  in  reality  only  exercising 
those  primal  rights  of  which  no  law  had 
a  right  to  deprive  anybody.  That  was 
his  contention  he  understood.  In  order 
to  make  out  that  contention  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  traversed 
a  wide  field.  He  had  accused  him  of 
niaking  a  speech  about  a  case  which  was 
sub  judicey  and  accused  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart's  agent,  in  a  pamphlet  cir- 
culated that  morning,  of  misleading  and 
.inaccurate  observations,  and  he  had  given 
xl  1  ny  trimmings  and  adornments 
.of  his  argument  on 


which  he  propoiSK^d  to  say  one  woidMn 
coming  to  the  cmcial  and  oentnl  poii  i 
of  the  hon.fl  and  learned  HnuiA  I 
observations.  Hislast  point  waaAitlli 
pamphlet  was'^extremely  inaooirai«^k 
cause  it  called^a  man  a  ciofter  lAoU 
only  a  share  in  a  grazing  famu  IKdtii 
man  sleep  out  of  doors  t 

Mr.  a.  DEWAB  :  There  is  no  k» 
on  a  joint  grazing  at  alL  A  cottirki 
only  a  right  to  put  his  oattle  on  a  oflit« 
spot  along  with  seventeen  other  ba 
who  share  the  grazing.  A  oxoft  is  a  mj 
difierent  thing,  and  that  is  why  1 1^ 
the  statement  in  the  pamphlet  is  » 
accurate. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  begged  db 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  paid& 
This  man  had,  of  course,  a  lesidenee  n 
the  island,  and  had  a  share  of  the  ea» 
mon  grazing.  They  might,  if  they  IM 
draw  a  distinction  between  that  ui 
other  forms  of  crofter  holdings  andoAs 
farms,  to  be  more  accnzate  ;  but  to  nj 
that  there  was  any  misleading  statemati 
or  that  the  ordinary  usages  of  laDgQagi 
were  violated  by  saying  that  this  i 
who  resided  in  an  inland  parish  witk  i 
share  of  a  common  gracing,  was  a  cota 
or  that  such  a  statement  was  ili 
criminally  and  falsely  inacouiate,  vu 
pressing  a  very  narrow  point  much  too&L 

Mr.  a.  DEWAB :    He  did  not  getik 

;  grazing. 


I      An  HON.  MEMBER:   He  did. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB  said  he  would  id 

;  equally  briefly  with  the  hon.  and  leaned 

I  Gentleman's  attack  on  himself — an  attMk 

!  most    courteously    delivered,     but   k 

;  thought  most  unfounded.     He  had  made 

I  a  speech  in  January  in  Glasgow,  in  whid 

\  he  dealt  with  the  case  of  Lady  Gcadon 

Oiithcart.    He  had  forgotten  the  pieciM 

language  he  used  on  that  oceasion.    like 

many  other  persons  who  had  a  giest 

many   speeches   to   make,    nature  had 

kindly  provided  him   with   a   memoij 

which    enabled   him   to   dismiflB   them. 

!  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Seocetazy  for 

!  Scotland  he  had  been  provided  with  a 

!  copy  of  the  speeeh.    ae  thought  thati 
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'  'bo  {ar  as  it  dealt  with  this  question,  it 
^  was  an  extremely  good  one.    He  had 
'  ioigotten  how  good  it  ^was.    The  hon. 
^  mnA  learned  Gentleman  said  that  in  that 
^  speech  he  had  made  an  attack  on  the 
}  eiiaracter  of  these  men  who  were  forcibly 
^  occupying    somebody    else's    land.    He 
bad  said  no  more  about  these  men  than 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  said 
,   lumself.    He  said  that  they  had  broken 
.   the  law.    The  hon.  and  learned  <3entle- 
[    man   said   they   had   broken   the"  law. 
'He  had  made  no  vituperative  attack 
,    upon  them.    Perhaps  he  did  not  know 
the  Western  Highlands  so  well  as  the  rest 
of  the  Highlands,  but  he  could  entirely 
endorse  what  he  took  to  be  the  hon. 
and    learned    Gentleman's    view    that 
these    people    were    very    law-abiding, 
and  in  a  general  way  sober  and  agreeable 
persons  to  deal  with.    He  did  not  say 
a    word   against   them   otherwise   than 
that    they    had   broken    the    law.     If 
he  was    asked    whom    he    blamed    for 
breaking  the  law,  he  would  not  put  the 
chief  onus  on  them,  but  on  their  advisers. 
He  would  have  said  they  were  misled  by 
a^tators,  and  that  learned  Gentlemen, 
Kke'  the   hon.    and    learned    Gentlemen 
himself,  had  gone  down  and  told  them 
that  that  was  breaking  the  law,  but  it  was  a 
perfectly   innocent   and   moral   way   of 
breaking   the  law,  and  he  would  have 
said  that  such  advice   given  to  people 
like  that  was  sure  to  be  followed,  and 
that  the  blame  did  not  attach  so  much 
to  the  unhappy  dupes  as  to — he  did  not 
Uke   to   say   reckless   agitators   or   un- 
acrupulous  advisers,   but  he  most  dis- 
tinctly said  that  the  theories  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemanhad  advanced 
■were  absolutely  inconsistent    both  with 
any  administration  of  the  law  and  with 
the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  those  for 
whom  the  law  existed,  not  the  rich,  but  the 
poor.    The  hon.  Gtjntleman  had  proceeded 
to  make  what  was  more  serious  than  any 
personal  criticism  of  himself.  He  had  made 
sonde  comment  on  the  whole  manage- 
ment  of   the    Gordon   Cathcart  estate, 
which  seemed  to  him  to  be  quite  un- 
founded.   He  h^d  said  that  the  county 
council  stated  in  1897  that  the  land  could 
and  ought  tb  be  obtained.    But  since  then 
the  whole  of  the  land  on  Barra  that 
belonged  to  Lad]^  (Jordon  Cathcart  had 
been    subdivided.    There    was    not    a 
single  acre  which  had  not  been  given, 


ft>r  good  or  for  evil — and  it  Was  a  very 
doubtful  question-  which^*-into  the  htmds 
of  sm  aU  tenants.   The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said,  that  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  must  not 
claim  generosity  for  that.    He  did  not 
know  that  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  did 
cl  lim  generosity.     She  had  lost  money 
by  it.    She  might  have  let- the  land  to 
somebody  who  would  have  paid  rent, 
but   she  had   let   it   to   small    tenants 
who  had  not  paid  the  rent,  and  if  it 
was  worth    while    to    deal     with     the 
question  of  her  gains  or  losses  that  was 
a  subject  which  the  House  ought  not  to 
f '  rrget.  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  said : 
''You  talk  of  the  excellent  management 
of  Lady  Cathcart's  estate.    Go  to  Barra. 
Look  at  the  houses  which  are  built  there." 
But  those  were  largely  the  houses,  not 
of  the  tenants,  but  of  the  squatters  who 
ought  not  to  be  there  under  the  law 
passed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman's  friends — 
the  Crofters  Act — the  s:iu.tter3  whom 
the   Crofters  Act  forbade  to  be    there 
for    obvious    reasonfs    connected    with 
the  economic  prosperity  of    i3xe    land. 
But    they    were    there.      Against  the 
law    they    had    built    these    wretched 
hovels.      Against    their   own    interests 
they      were      still      squatting      upon 
j  holdings  no  more  than  adequate,  which 
I  their  fethers  were  cultivating,  and  the 
landlord   was   powerless   to   resist   this 
illegal    action    of    the   children    of    her 
tenants.    Was  she  to  be  blamed  because 
houses  which  she  did  not  want  to  be  built 
were  put  upon  her  land  by  persons  for- 
bidden to  be  there,  not  by  a  small  techni- 
cal Act  passed  in  the  interest  of  the 
owners  of  the  soil,  but  by  an  Act  which 
was  always  represented  as  a  great  social 
reform,   passed  deliberately  in   the  in- 
terests of  the  crofters  themselves,  by  the 
Party    to   which    the   hon.    Gentleman 
belonged  ?     Were  they  to  understand  that 
among  the  many  functions  which  were 
to  be  thrust  upon  the  landlords  was  that 
of  building  houses  with  proper  drainage, 
water'  supply  and  accommodation  for  all 
the  persons  who  ought  not  to  be  on  their 
land,  but  who  remained  to  the  detri- 
ment, destruction,  and  bankruptcy  of  the 
whole  community  to  which  they  belonged? 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  she 
sold    the    land    for    thirty-five     yeJars 
purchase.    But  the  number  of  years'  pur- 
chase for  which  it  was  generouls  to  sell 
land  depended  on  how  high  the  land  was 
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rented,  and  it  appeared  that  one  of  the 
competitors  for  tiie  land  at  thirty-five 
years  purchase  was  the  very  tenant  who 
had  been  occupying  it.  If  anybody 
knew  the  value  of  the  land  which  he 
wished  to  buy,  it'was  the  tenant  who  had 
been  occupying  it,  and  it  was  perfectly 
absurd  to  say  there  was  anything  ex- 
cessive or  exorbitant  in  the  price  which 
she  obtained  for  the  land.  But  that 
was  not  all.  It  appeared  that  the  persons 
to  whom  she  sold  it,  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  sent  their  independent 
valuer,  and  they  wrote  afterwards  to  her 
and  said  the  price  which  she  had  put 
upon  the  land  was  not  in  excess  of  the 
price  their  valuer  had  put  on  it.  Was  it 
fair  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  had  the  unusual  advantage  of  being 
the  counsel  for  these  unfortunate  and  mis- 
guided men,  to  raise  a  cheap  and  easy 
cheer  against  a  landlord  who  could  not 
be  there  to  defend  herself,  and  who  be- 
longed to  a  class  which  it  was  very  easy 
to  attack  and  of  which  the  defence  was 
not  always  a  very  popular  undertaking  ? 

Mr.  a.  DEWAR  said  he  did  not  think 
on  reflection  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  accuse  him  of  having  come  down 
to  raise  a  cheap  cheer.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  and  his  followers  had  repeated 
the  statement  that  this  was  a  singularly 
generous  lady,  and  that  she  had  shown 
her  generosity  in  this  matter.  He  replied 
to  that  by  saying  she  got  a  very  good 
price. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  explanation  of  the  hon. 
Member.  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart's 
position,  as  he  understood  it,  and  he 
believed  this  was  uncontradicted  and 
uncontradictable,  was  that  through  all 
this  she  had  used  her  property,  not  in  the 
way  which  she  thought  most  advisable 
for  her  own  interest  or  for  the  interest 
of  her  tenants,  but  in  accordance  with 
the  advice  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  She  did  not  believe  anything 
would  be  gained  by  dividing  up  the 
land ;  and  she  was  right,  as  he  thought. 
She  did  not  believe  the  course  pressed 
upon  her  by  the  Ctevemment  was  right, 
but  she  adopted  it,  and  if  they  were  going 
to  d  1S8  her  money  generosity,  he 
W4  1  lil  very  much  to  ask  whether 
,L       Gora      Gathcart  had  or  had  not 


pecuniarily  gained  from  this  part  of  ki 
property.  Lady  Gathcart  would  lun 
been  ruined  had  she  depended  uptm  wk 
she  got  for  her  property  in  Bain,u 
an  unfortunate  landlord  of  Lewis  had 
been  unable  to  meet  his  financial  positioi 
for  precisely  similar  reasons,  ^e  ha 
point  of  the  hon.  Grentleman  was  thatil 
this  trouble  would  have  been  saved  if 
the  Land  Bill  of  the  Goveraiaat 
relating  to  Scotland  had  been  puari 
into  law.  The  Land  Bill  suggested  bytii 
Government,  as  they  told  them  over  ud 
over  again,  was  an  extension  of  tk 
Crofters  Act  from  the  Highlands  to  As 
Lowlands  of  Scotland.  That  was  the 
blessing  they  were  going  to  give  to  tb 
Lowlands  of  Scotland.  But  the  let 
was  in  force  in  the  Highlands.  Tliii 
very  part  of  the  Highlands  was  iinda 
the  Act. 

Sir  J.  DEWAR  (Inverness):  That 
is  no  power  to  give  new  holdings  undef 
the  Crofters  Act. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  lua. 
Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken.  They 
have  been  given  under  this  very  Act  on 

this  very  estate. 

Sir  J.  DEWAR  :  By  agreement  onlf. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  that  mi 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  point.  His  idfli^ 
therefore,  was  that  all  this  trouble  liad 
arisen  because  the  (rovemment  had  not 
compulsory  powers  to  take  the  smil 
island  of  Vatersay  and  divide  it  iia 
What  were  the  facts  about  ^e  smu 
island  of  Vatersay  ?  The  facts  wen. 
in  the  first  place,  that,  in  the  opinioB 
at  least  of  the  owner  of  the  ialuid«  it 
was  not  fit  for  crofting.  In  the  second 
place  she  said :  ''  Well,  if  yon  dineni 
from  that,  I  will  sell  you  the  land."* 
In  the  third  place  she  said :  "  If  tkafc 
does  not  satisfy  you,  I  will  oo  agiinrt 
my  judgment  and  allow  it  to  be  divided 
up  among  the  crofters ;  onl^  yon  mnife 
compensate  the  tenant.'*  Did  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  under  tiie  Gown- 
ment  Scottish  Land  Bill  of  last  year  tha 
tenant  would  not  have  been  oQmpenaatod  t 
He  was  very  ready  to  interrupt  a  monnnt 
ago.    He  did  not  interrupt  me  now. 
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Sir  J.  DEWAR  :    I  quite  agree  with 
jj  liim  in  this  case.  ,  )^ 


V  ]{r.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  in  that  case 
the  whole  case  broke  down.  The  landlord 
was  prepared  to  do  precisely  that  which 
would  have  been  done  by  compulsion 
under  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  it  been  passed  into  law.  And 
{he  man  who  stood  in  the  way  of  that 
Bill  being  carried  out,  the  man  who  pre- 
vented the  island  being  subdivided, 
the  man  who  prevented  the  compensation 
being  given  to  the  tenant,  was  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  He  thought 
lie  had  dealt  with  all  the  more  important 
aspects  of  the  hon.  Grentleman's  speech, 
but,  in  his  opinion,  that  speech  did  not 
touch  the  really  important  aspect  of 
the  question,  and  it  was  to  that  that 
he  would  most  earnestly  and  respectfully 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House.  He  was 
not  going  to  enter  into  the  controversy 
as  to  the  particular  action  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  or  the  Lord  Advocate — whether 
they  ought  to  have  intervened  earlier 
or  under  a  different  law.  He  personally 
thought  they  had  been  much  to  blame 
for  the  course  they  had  pursued, 
but  he  had  really  nothing  to  add 
to  the  really  admirable  presentation  of 
the  case  by  his  hon.  friend  behind  him. 
There  was  a  deeper  and,  as  he  thought,  an 
uncontroversial  aspect  of  the  question 
which  he  would  most  anxiously  press 
upon  all  who  were  interested  either  in 
the  land  question  generally  or  more 
particularly  in  the  land  question  as  it 
afiected  theJWestern  Islands  of  Scotland. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seemed 
to  hold  that  what  was  wanted  in  that 
part  of  the  world  was  the  perpetual 
division  and  sub-division  of  these 
wretched  holdings  into  fragments  more 
and  more  uneconomic,  or  perhaps  he 
had  better  say  less  and  less  economic. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  dividing  into 
better  farms  and  into  a  more  desirable 
system  rich  land  on  which  men  could  live 
and  thrive  and  pay  their  rates  and  rent, 
and  bring  up  their  families.  Those 
holdings  started  by  being  like  the  very 
worst  holdings  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
and  the  terrific  and  appalling  lesson  of 
the  Irish  famine  had  not  penetrated 
there.  It  had  produced  in  Ireland,  he 
believed,  wonderful  effects.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  danger  of  sub-division  in 


Ireland  was  now  anything  like  what  it 
was  when  he  came  into  the  House  thirty 
years  ago,  still  less  what  it  was  before  the 
great  Irish  famine.  The  danger  of  sub- 
division was  as  great  in  the  Western 
Islands  as  it  ever  was  in  the  worst  period 
of  Irish  history,  and  the  results  were  more 
disastrous.  It  was  only  because  the 
relatively  small  population  concerned 
prevented  our  taking  account  of  what  was 
going  on  there  that  the  full  gravity  of  the 
situation  was  hid.  Let  them  tike  the 
very  island  they  were  discussing.  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  that  island  was  not  a 
rich  grazing  island  ;  it  was  one  of  the  far 
outworks  of  Scotland  towards  the  Atlan- 
tic— a  wet  and  misty,  sunless  clime,  a 
poverty-stricken  soil.  This  island,  of 
the  natural  and  inevitable  barrenness  of 
which  only  those  who  bad  visited  these 
islands  could  form  a  conception,  had 
the  following  history  as  regards  popula- 
tion. In  1861  the  population  was  1,853  ; 
in  1871,  1,990  ;  in  1881,  2,100  ;  in  1891, 
2,300  ;  and  in  1901,  2,500.  In  the  forty 
years  from  1861  to  1901  the  population 
has  increased  by  37  per  cent. — and  this 
upon  land  where  the  holdings  were  as 
small  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  where  the 
increase  of  population  was  an  increase, 
not  of  small  holders  who  ought  to  be 
there,  but  of  cottars  who  ought  not  to 
be  there  in  their  own  interests  and  in  the 
interests  of  society.  The  rates  of  this 
wretched  parish  were  22s.  in  the  £.  He 
believed  the  Government  had  had  to  take 
over  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law, 
which  meant  paying  part  of  the  rates 
themselves.  They  had  had  to  take  over 
education,  which  meant  paying  for  educa- 
tion themselves.  This  parish,  living  in 
the  poverty  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  think  justified  the  action 
the  people  had  taken,  was  so  poor  that 
practically  it  was  living  upon  the 
general  charity  of  the  community, 
and  living  miserably.  Lady  Cathcart 
told  them  that  this  small  island 
which  had  been  invaded  was  unfit  for 
crofters,  that  in  dry  seasons  the  water 
was  inadequate — that  was  disputed,  but 
it  certainly  had  no  schools.  There  was 
nothing  which  constituted  a  civilised 
community ;  all  that  would  have  to  be 
built.  Out  of  ^hose  fimds  ?  Out  of  the 
funds  of  the  clients  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  or  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
general  taxpayer  ?     But   Barra  and  the 
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neighbouring  island  did  not  stand  alone. 
Le^'  them  take  the  case  of  the  Lewis. 
The  Lewis  were  much  larger  islands. 
In  the  Lewis  there  were  at  this  moment 
3,000  crofters— that  was  to  say,  3,000 
legitimate  tenants.  And  what  was 
their  average  rent  ?  Their  average  rent 
was  £1  18s.  6d.  Li  addition  to  the 
3,000  crofters,  and  on  the  land  of  the 
3,000  crofterd,  they  had  no  less  than 
1,500  cottars,  who  lived  in  miserable 
houses  run  up  by  themselves.  They 
only  lived  there  against  the  laws. 
They  lived  there  without  pajdng  rates, 
without  paying  rents — parasites  on  the 
community  themselves,  bringing  forth 
families,  which,  he  supposed,  were  again 
to  subdivide  still  more  this  miserable 
district.  The  rates  in  Scotland  were 
divided,  as  all  Scotsmen  knew,  between 
landlord  and  tenant.  The  landlord 
was  owed  £20,000  arrears  of  rent.  On 
these  £20,000  arrears  of  rent  he  had  had  to 
pay  rates ;  he  had  had  to  pay  the  other 
half  of  the  rates.  He  felt  himself  unable 
to  meet  the  financial  situation.  The 
whole  life  of  the  community  had  been 
brought  to  an  end  of  its  own  resources, 
and  Lewis,  like  Barra,  was  thrown  upon 
charity,  was  unable  to  carry  on  the 
duties  which  were  thrown  upon  every 
community  in  the  country.  It  could 
neither  educate  itself  nor  look  after  its 
own  sanitation,  nor  carry  out  any  of 
the  functions  which  they  entrusted  to 
local  authorities.  Was  there  the  smallest 
sign  that  this  tragic  process  was  being 
brought  to  an  end  ?  It  was  the  business 
of  the  Government,  of  course,  to  see  that 
the  law  was  fulfilled ;  it  was  the  business 
of  the  Government  to  see  that  no  sub- 
division took  place.  He  did  not  wish  to 
be  severe  upon  them  for  not  carrying 
out  that  function,  because  he  imagined 
it  to  be  a  very  difficult  one.  He  really 
did  not  wish  to  judge  them  too  harshly; 
but  this  was  a  plain  duty,  and  it  was  a 
duty  which  they  did  not  fulfil.  Let  him 
tell  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
the  idea  that  they  could  make  up  for  this 
growth  of  cottar  population  on  the  islands 
which  were  inhabited  by  such  small 
illegal  outlets  as  were  produced  by  the 
raid,  the  moral  defence  of  which  he  had  so 
rashly  \mdertaken,  was  surely  profoundly 
mistaken.  Let  th(m  pfrant  that  Lady 
Cathcart  was  wrong  about  the  water  supply 
of  Vatersay.     Let  them  imagine  that  the 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfcw. 


Government  at  last  aaw  iliAt  if  Hgf 
believed  in  this  syBtem  of  small  hdffi^i 
they  ought  either  to  buy  the  land  ts  1% 
could    under'  the    Obngested'  Urtaeli 
Act,   or  take  it   and  oompenaita  fti 
tenant,  as  they  would  if  their  own  U 
had   become   law — granted.    Let  Om 
suppose     that     those     clioits  '  ot  fli 
hon.    and-   learned     Gentleman   oppo- 
site   got   their  holdings.  -.  Vatenay  n 
going     to-be    immediately     a   ironi 
Barra,     as      Barra  -^  was     a     wm 
Lewis.    The  hon.  JCember  did  not  em 
suggest  how  the  scluMd  was  to  be  bolL 
He  did  not  even  suggest  how  the  mte 
supply  was  to  be  carried   oiit.    llm 
people  could  not  do   it ;    the  landkBi 
could  not  do  it;    was  the  €rovi6nuii«t 
going  to  do  it?    The  hon.  OtntleoMii, 
if    he    had    persuaded     any    IfeitW 
of  the    House   that   the   evils  of  Ai 
Western  Islands  of  Scotland  were  goof 
to  be  dealt  with,  or  even  palliated  lad 
alleviated,  by  such  transactions  as  had 
recently  taken  -  place — even  if  they  wnr 
legal,  even  if  &ough  illegal  they  wm 
moral — ^if  he  had  done  that  he  had  dmi 
a  great  wrong  to  the  social  welbnflf 
that  part  of  the  Highlands.     He  had  tN 
much  regard  and  affection  fot'lhepopt* 
lation  of  the  Highlands— [''  Qh,  td^'^Aii 
a  Labour  Memb^i  :  ■  Parasites^]"' Am 
were  persons  in  this  House  who  tkoq^ 
that  affection  was  never  shown  eocciBptlij 
suggesting  illegality.    He  took  a  diftnil 
view,  and  he  repeated   and'  evsryboif 
who  knew  him  Imew  that  he  spoke  ds 
truth — that  he  had  the  greatest  affectiol 
and  regard  for  this  Hig^Uand  popihtkii 
There  was  no  population  in  the  woridski 
so  rapidly  entwined  themselves  intomiA 
affections  as  the  inhabitants-  of 'Am 
bleak  and   desolate  districts.     But  ik 
was    really    madness    to    suggest  Art 
their     lot      was      to      be      'iaffoivd 
by     telling     them     that     they '  «» 
doiDg  right  when,    in  fact,   they  tm 
doing  wrong ;  and  even  less  was  thAkt 
to  be  improved  by  not   throwing  tti 
whole  of  their  weight  into  stopping  fts 
hopeless   subdivision'  of  -land-*41ui  » 
cumulation  of  uneconomic^  holdingiy^  fltii 
addition  of  cottar  to  crofter  until  n^ 
versal    bankruptcy     Spread     <itm  tb 
land — that  was  the  wogrst  of -sJL   Hi 
did  not  wish  to  attack  hon»  sbd-^^^ 
hon.  Members.    PersonaUy»-heliKM|^ 
I  they  had  grossly  nosmanaged  4k0'iMi 


157 


Supply. 


{25  Jtob  1908} 


Supflff. 


158 


bf  this  afEair,  and  that  they  had 
Mhayed  most  cruelly  to  Lady  Gordon 
kSathcart.  But  that  was  a  small  matter. 
i^Riey  might  be  angels  of  light;  Lady 
vGkirdon  Cathcart  might  not  deserve — 
Nlioiigh  as  far  as  he  knew  she  thoroughly 
'lid  deserve — the  name  of  an  enlightened 
aiiiidlord.  Let  them  remember  that  this 
tifebate  on  the  state  of  Barra  did  not 
Honch  merely  the  action  of  the  Lord- 
kAdvocate  or  of  a  particular  landlord ;  it 
ikrached  the  whole  social  condition  of  a 
iKrticular  portion  of  these  islands,  and 
iw  Bubmittei  that  the  doctrine  preached 
■from  those  benches,  and  the  practice  of 
Ais  Government  led,  and  could  only 
ilaad,  to  the  further  difficulty,  degrada- 
j^OQ,  poverty,  and  bankruptcy  of  a 
.^population  which,  for  its  moral  as  well  as 
fior  its  intellectual  character,  assuredly 
i^iaBerved  well  of  the  House  and  of  the 
[joountry. 

i 

I  M^.  SINCLAIR  said  nobody  could  say 
{^iliat  the  discussion  of  the  Scottish 
^questions  which  came  under  the  Vote 
^ow  before  the  Committee  had  not 
i«xoused  interest  in  the  House.  They 
AfLd  listened  to  two  speeches,  both  of 
,irluch  had  interested  the  Committee 
jdoeply,  though  from  different  points  of 
iiriew.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  dis- 
^eOBsion  several  general  points  were  raised 
^hy  hon.  Members,  and  he  would  ask  to  be 
•Uowed  to  reply  regarding  those  matters 
..at  a  later  stage  in  order  that  the  discussion 
!-]|iight  be  concentrated  at  present  on  the 
-  topic  which  had  been  discussed  by  the 
.tiuee  speakers  who  had  preceded 
;lam.  The  general  position  of  the  case 
was  presented  with  eloquence  and  earnest- 
ness by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Edinburgh  in  the  admirable  speech 
he  had  delivered.  He  would  say  nothing  on 
that  aspect  of  the  question,  but  he  would 
address  himself  to  some  of  the  criticisms 
which  had  been  made  by  thoj  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  In  the  first 
place,  considering  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  publicly  thrown  his 
great  influence  in  Scotland  into  this 
oontroversy,  he  had  hoped  that  they 
would  have  some  practical  suggestion 
from  him  in  dealing  with  the  difficult 
question  before  them.  He  must  congra- 
tulate the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  having 
succeeded  in  importing  into  the  dis- 
cussion some  matter  w^ch  was  at  an 


earlier  stage  of  the  debate  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  Chairman  or  his  deputy 
when  he  entered  on  the  discussion  of  the 
Lewis  rates.  He  would  not  follow  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  into  a  general 
survey  of  the  advantages  and  the  dis- 
advantages of  the  crofter  legislation, 
because  he  conceived  that  at  this  stage 
the  discussion  of  that  matter  would  be  out 
of  order. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  I  ought 
to  explain  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  assured  me  that  the  reference 
to  Lewis  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Ayr  Burghs  involved  a  point 
in  regard  to  local  government.  In  this 
caS3  Lewis  was  used  as  an  illustration 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Membar 
for  th3  City  in  connection  with  the  ques- 
tion of  land  congestion,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  legitimate. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  Chairman  would  not  think  he 
was  questioning  his  discretion.  He  was 
congratulating  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  having  found  a  legitimate  opportunity 
for  introducing  into  the  debate  a  subject 
which  hon.  Members  had  raised  and 
which  was  ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 
He  was  not  going  to  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  into  that  sphere.  He 
asked  the  Eouse  to  note,  for  it  was 
worthy  of  note,  the  position  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  upon 
the  present  occasion.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  never  lost  an  opportunity  of 
declaring  himself  opposed  to  the  whole 
policy  of  the  Crofters  Act.  In  doing  so, 
he  did  not  give  much  practical  help  in 
solving  questions  such  as  those  which 
the  Committee  had  before  them  that  day. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew,  and 
the  House  knew  as  well,  that  the  people 
of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  were  con- 
vinced that  the  Crofters  Act  had  been 
the  charter  of  their  liberty.  It  had  been 
shown  durijig  the  past  eighteen  months 
in  Parliament  that  their  sympathy  had 
been  with  the  Government  in  endeavour- 
ing to  extend  and  amend  the  application 
of  that  Act.  Now  he  came  to  the  point 
imder  discussion,  namely,  whether  the 
Government,  as  represented  by  the  Lord- 
Advocate,  the  Solicitor-Greneral,  and  him- 
self, had  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties 
rightly  administered  the  various  statutes 
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which  bore  upon  this  matter.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Edin- 
burgh that  debates  which  involved 
criticism  of  individuals  were  especially 
disagreeable  in  that  House.  He  had  no 
intention  of  criticising  or  making  any 
personal  allegations  against  the  pro- 
prietress of  this  estate.  He  would  venture 
to  say  one  or  two  words  on  the  peculiar 
position  which  this  estate  occupied 
in  Scotland  iu  controversies  of  this 
kind.  It  was  very  noteworthy  that 
on  this  estate  alone  had  there  been 
recurrinfij  difficulties  of  this  kind. 
From  1883  onwards  this  estate  had  been 
notorious  for  the  occurrence  of  diffi- 
culties of  this  kind.  It  was  obvious  to 
anyone  who  read  the  Papers  presented 
to  Parliament  that  the  tenants  were 
completely  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
proprietr  ss,  or  rather  with  the  estate 
management,  because  his  hon.  friend 
was  perfectly  right  in  reminding  the 
House  that  they  were  profuse  in  expres- 
sions of  personal  respect  towards  the 
proprietress  herself.  It  was  true  also  of 
this  estate,  and  it  was  true  of  no  other 
estate  in  Scotland,  that  active  interven- 
tion by  the  Oovemment  in  these  troubles 
had  been  necessary  on  three  separate- 
occasions  during  the  period  he  had 
mentioned^  and  on  two  of  these  occasions 
the  intervention  was  undertaken  by  the 
Government  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  Large  sums  of  public  money 
had  been  involved,  and,  indeed,  there 
was  repeated  proof  that  on  no  other 
estate  in  Scotland,  he  was  glad  to  think, 
had  the  same  kind  of  charges  to  be 
made.  He  would  just  enumerate  them. 
The  correspondence  which  had  been  laid 
before  Parliament  disclosed  very  clearly 
the  endeavour  of  the  estate  management 
to  throw  the  whole  responsibility  for  these 
transactions  and  for  the  unsatisfactory 
cojidition  of  things  on  the  Government. 
He  asked  the  House  to  observe  that 
these  Papers  made  it  clear,  in  the  first 
plac«,  that  the  estate  management  had 
been  directed  in  accordance  with  a  theory 
which  was  quite  impracticable,  and  which 
had  been  condemned  by  all  practical  men 
who  had  been  called  to  look  into  the 
matter.  Repeatedly  these  tenants  had 
been  lectured  and  told  to  give  up  thinking 
of  the  land,  and  to  do  as  the  East  coast 
fishermen  did  and  restrict  themselves 
Mr,  Sinclair, 


entirely  to  fishing.     Over  and  over  ages 
it  had  been  pointed  out  tliat  to  oompn 
the  condition  of  the  people  who  foil 
and    worked    in    this    island   wiA  tk 
position  of  men  living  along  the  cotstri 
the   Moray  Firth,    who    had  acoev  ti 
shops,  markets,  productive  farms  and  ti 
the    ordinary   articles    of    conmunptn, 
was  entirely  incorrect.      These  mennnk 
have  land  for  their  children  who  «n 
growing  up,   and  if   there   were  to  k 
houses  built  and  made  available  for  tki 
land  was  essential.     It  was  the  pram 
of  circumstances  upon  them,  and  notnjr 
desire  to  break  the   law — ^the  needi  li 
themselves  and  their  families — ^whichm 
at  the  bottom  of  the   mischieL    is  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  estate  recognised  Ai 
in  a  limited  degree  in  1883  when  landni 
broken  up  by  the  estate  in  order  to  iimI 
those    needs.    Even     then     there   «« 
restrictions  placed  upon  the  conceasM 
given  which  greatly  reduced  their  Yilne. 
His  hon.  friend  had   pointed  oat  tlut 
when  the  rents  came  to  be  valoed  tps 
by     the      Crofters      CommisBion     hto 
on   they  were    reduced    all    romid  bf 
an  average  of  35  per  cent.     There  mm 
other   restrictions    which    he    need  uft 
enumerate    placed    upon     the   hoId]i|^ 
and  subsequently  removed.     All  tluo^ 
these  negotiations,  and  all  thion^  fli 
long  letters  which  detailed  the  hiitaj 
of  the  position  of  the  estate,  then  i 
repeated  proofs  of  the  strong  oppoihm 
of  the  estate  management  to  any  fmfls 
concessions  of   this   kind   being  ghVi 
The  estate  management   mighty  is  ' 
own  opinion,  be  right  or  wrong,  hniki 
said  it  had  been  universally  oondeandk 
and  condemned  by  nothing  more  i 
by  its  failure  to  meet  the  circumstuHi 
of  the  case.    He  asked  the  Oomnnttai 
t'O  look  at  the  last  transaction.    It  m 
under  the  Conservative  Government  All 
a  portion  of  land  was  bought  id  Hk 
Island  for  the  purpose  of  being  braba 
up.    The  price  paid   was    £7,500,  ni 
that  land  was  subsequently  ^oed  kf 
the  Crofters  Commission  at  £5,51S.    lb 
loss  was  borne  by  the  taxpayers,   ii 
Mr.  Speaker  said  the  other  day:   **M 
Governments  are  fair  game.*'     That  wis 
the  view  of  the  people  who  aoUL  huL 
[An  Hon.  Member:   Not  alwmys.]   Ht 
was  not  dealing  with  always,  but  widl 
this  particular  instance. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Lady  Cathcart, 
•at  the  moment  she  sold  the  land,  had  as 
good  an  ofEer,  if  not  a  better  oier,  than 
•tiiat  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  that  there 
were  always  two  ways  of  looking 
at  these  transactions.  The  (Govern- 
ment took  one  view,  and  he  thought 
it  was  the  right  view,  when  under  un- 
pleasant necessity  they  were  obliged  by 
pnblic  needs  to  step  in  and  buy  an 
lestate.  He  would  quote  from  the 
pamphlet,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Aftd  already  quoted,  in  order  to  show  the 
spirit  in  which  the  estate  management 
legarded  the  ofEer  of  the  Conservative 
€k)vemment.  It  said,  referring  to  Lady 
Cathcart — 

"  She  had  two  competitors  for  the  property, 
both  extremely  anxious  to  purchase.** 

It  was  quite  true  in  one  sense  that  they 
were  extremely  anxious  to  purchase.  The 
right    hon.  Gentleman   said   that    that 
ipras  a  necessary  step,  and  to  describe  his 
Government  as  going  into  the  market 
and  competing  eagerly  with  some  other 
competitor  for  the  possession  of  land  in 
Barra,  was  to  attribute  to  the  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  and  his  Government  a  view 
which  they  never  at  that  moment  held. 
What  he  said  was  that  there  was  a  loss 
•of    about    £2,000    on    the    transaction. 
What  was  the  doctrine  which  the  Opposi- 
tion thought  should  apply  to  such  cases  ? 
Did  they  say  that  the  Government  should 
always    bear    the    responsibility    when 
•difficulties  of  this  kind  arose,  a  situation 
irhich  they  had  no  hand  in  creating  ? 
This  difficulty  was  small  compared  with 
those  which  had  to  be  met  already  on  this 
•estate.     He  said  nothing  on  the  question  ' 
•of   the    Trespass   Act.     ELis   right   hon. 
friend  the  Lord  Advocate  was  far  more 
able  to  inform  the  House  as  to  the  action 
1aken    by    the    Government    on    that  i 
matter;    he  would  only  deal  with  the 
*question  as  disclosed  in  the  Papers,  and 
how  they  were  to  meet  the  present  diffi- . 
•culty.     In  the  first  place  the  Government 
had  made  a  most  generous  offer  to  the 
•estate  management.      He  did  not  think 
the  Committee  recognised  how  great  the 
•obligations  and  how  large  the  expendi- 
ture were  which  the  Government  had 
undertaken  in  this  matter;    but  when 
they  faced  the  facts  they  were  met  with 
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I  the  same  difficulties  with  which  the  right 

I  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  confronted 

I  ten  years  ago.     The  same  unreasonable 

claims  were  made  ;  the  same  restrictions 

were  sought  to  be  imposed  upon  them ; 

and  the  same  difficulties  as  to  how  the 

Government  were  to  deal  with  the  new 

agreement  made  with  the  tenant.     There 

was  not  a  word  of  recognition  in  these 

Papers  of  the  responsibility  which  the 

past  and  present  Grovemments  had  had 

to  bear  in  this  matter.     Therefore,  he 

asked  the  Committee  to  be  good  enough 

to    follow    him    briefly   on   the   point 

he    had    mentioned.     The   Government 

had  been  blamed  for  refusing  to  pledge 

themselves  to  pay  compensation  to  the 

tenant.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 

1  quoted  the  Bill  of  last  year  and  the  Bill 

j  of  this  year,  as  providing — which  it  did 

i  — for  the  payment  of  such  compensation 

I  as  must  be  determined,  but  he  thought 

they  had   better  deal  with   the  present 

'  instance     and     not     with     another,    an 

I  altogether  different  case. 

I      Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  The 
;  Land  Tenure  Act  of  1906  also  imposed 
'  compensation   being  'paid  to   a   person 
leaving  a  farm. 

I  Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  that  that  might  be, 
but  he  was  not  dealing  with  that  matter 
I  now ;  he  was  explaining  the  position 
of  the  Government  in  dealing  with  the 
1  Vatersay  case.  It  was  said  that  the 
question  of  compensation  f^had  been 
standing  in  the  way  of  an  agreement 
being  come  to  in  an  amicable  manner, 
which  would  have  placed  the  land  at  the 
disposal  of  the  settlers.  fSThat  was  an 
entire  misapprehension.  What  were  the 
circumstances  ?  Some  months  ago,  after 
parts  of  the  land  had  been  taken  for  the 
use  of  the  settlers,  and  after  cattle 
had  actually  been  placed  upon  it,  and 
a  year  after  they  had  full  knowledge 
that  petitions  had  been  presented,  asking 
that  the  land  should  be  made  available 
for  settlers,  the  tenants  and  the  pro- 
prietor entered  into  an  agreement  for  a 
new  lease  in  August,  1906.  If  anyone 
complained  that  the  tenant  did  not 
know  what  he  was  doing,  that  he  had  not 
measured  the  risks,  that  cattle  belonging 
to  the  raiders,  as  they  were  called, 
were  at  that  moment  on  his  farm,  then, 
if  the  tenant  entered  into  that  agreement 
F 
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witlioutj'some  caveat  he  was  very  neglect-  j  who  took  part  iu  the  discuasion  oi  tbe 
ful  of  his  ova\  interest.  The  tenant  i  Small  Landholders  Bill  of  ^  this  yen 
and  proprietor  were  fully  cognisant  of  and  last  year  knew,  that  thiB  qaefldm 
the  risks  and  difficulties  attending  the  of  compensation  was  a  bagatelle  eoB- 
conclusion  of  such  an  agreement,  and  he  pared  with  two  other  payments  for 
contended  that  the  compensation  to  be  which  the  Government  had  made  tha- 
paid  under  such  circumstances  should  '  selves  responsible.  One  was  the  lonoi 
:ome  to  a  mere  bagatelle.  What  was !  the  letting  value  and  the  otler 
[he  object  in  bringing  in  the  Government  |  the  valuation  of  the  sheep  stock.  Tb 
in  this  matter  ?  The  Government  re- 1  negotiations  broke  down  because  de 
ceived  no  information,  although'  this  was  estate  management  had  deliberately  and 
denied  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  ,  persistently  declined  thioughout  tk 
West  Lanark.  It  seemed  to  him  in-  whole  controversy  to  accept  any  aettk- 
credible  that  while  the  proprietor  was  j  meat  which  did  not  involve  the  haniding 
in  correspondence  with  an  advantageous  '  over  of  the  whole  of  the  island  to  tk 
offer  for  the  land,  when  obviously  the  Government  by  purchase.  It  had  beet 
possibility  of  the  land  having  to  be  made  '  repeatedly  stated  that  Lady  Gk>rdon  Cill- 
available  for  these  settlers  was  known,  ■  cart  had  frequently  made  suggestknft 
no  information  was  sent  to  the  '  to  the  Government  on  this  matter.  He 
Government  of  the  expiry  of  the  lease,  |  maintahied  that  no  suggestion  to  sohe 
and  of  the  fact  of  a  new  agreement  being  j  the  difficulty  had  ever  come  spontaw 
entered  into  for  a  lease  binding  the  ,  ously  from  the  estate  management  at  il 
tenant  and  proprietor  for  a  period  of ;  The  suggestion  came  from  himself  u 
ten  years,  and  possibly  for  nineteen  j  September,  1907,  the  difficulties  having 
years.  .  grown  to  such  dimensions   that  it  vu 

I  impossible  for  him  any  longer  to  stud 
♦Mr.MIICHELL-THOMSON  said  that  j  outside.  Accordingly,  he  wrote  to  ladf 
the  first  suggestion  to  Lady  Gordon  |  Gordon  Cathcart  and  urged  that  sow 
Cathcart  of  a  scheme  was  made  on  5th  ,  settlement  should  be  come  to ;  and  1» 
September,  1907,  but  the  lease  was  i  put  forward  a  proposal  for  maldnf 
arranged  for  in  August,  1906,  and  actually  !  the  land  available  to  the  settlers.  Thfli 
came  into  operation  at  Whitsuntide,  1907,  |  came  the  refusal,  and  a  counter-proposil 
six  months  before  any  suggestion  came  |  which  was  equivalent  to  [the  purch** 
from  the  Government.  |  of  the  island  bv  the  Government. 


Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  he  was  very  well  |      Mr.  COCHRANE  :   No 
aware  of  that ;    but  the  hon.  Member 
knew  from  the  correspondence  that  he 
had  not  gone  beyond  the  truth  in  his 


Mr.  SINCLAIR     said  that  the  Iuhl 
Gentleman    would  see   from   the   cone 


statement.     The  cattle  were  on  the  land  ,  spondence   that   the   estate  agents,  the 


of  the  raiders  and  were  returned  to 
them  ;  and  the  cattle  were  again  put 
on  the  laud  by  the  raiders.  He  asked 
wluit    possible    claim    could    there    be 


estate  management,  and  the  propiifltrw 
concentrated  their  attention  throu^iook 
on  the  endeavour  to  obtain  compenn- 
tion   for  removing  the   tenant.    WhjT 


against  the  Government  under  these  !  Because  once  the  tenant  was  gone,  tie 
circumstances  {  Besides,  in  this  matter  ;  island  would  have  been  thrown  on  ^ 
he  stood  for  the  taxpayers,  and  he  knew  ■  hands  of  the  Government,  not  as  ormefa^ 
that  the  obvious  effect  of  bringing  in  i  with  power  to  do  with  it  as  they  HW 
the  Government  would  be  to  invite  '  but  as  placing  them  in  the  position,  flft 
both  the  })roprietor  and  the  tenant  to  ,  the  one  hand,  of  being  responsible  toft» 
put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the  proprietor  for  the  rent  of  the  land,  iiii 
taxpayers.  More  importance  had  been,  on  the  other  of  being  unable,  on  aooomit 
attached  to  this  matter  than  need  be,  of  the  conditions  and  lestrictionB  im- 
because  it  was  argued  in.  the  correspond-  posed  on  the  tenancy,  to  act  freely  and 
once  that  this  small  matter  was  really  '  settle  the  people  upon  the  land.'  Tliit 
tho  obstacle  to  a  settlenier.t.  If  the  would  have  been  the  position  of  tt« 
Committee  had  followed  the  details  of  Government.  What  would  have  heM 
this  matter  they  would  kr.ow,  as  those  the  position  of  the  owner  ?  HiftvinS 
Mr.  Sivclair. 
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i  compensated  the  tenant  at  the  cost  of 
-I  the   Government,   and  having  obtained 
k  a  guarantee  for  the  rent,  she  would  still 
r  Iiave  retained  the  ownership  and  in  some 
d^ypree  the  control  of  the  land.     And  all 
thw   within   her   legal   rights !     He   de- 
daied  that  in  essence  that  was  an  extreme 
•ssertion  of  the  rights  of  property,  and  an 
extreme    disregard    of    the    duties    and 
zesponsibilities    of    the     possession     of 
property.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  earlier  in  the 
debate   had   quoted  the   case   of   Barra 
•8  illustrating  the  whole  position  of  the 
Western  Islands.     It  was  a  singular  fact 
*hat  of  all  the  islands  Barra  was  the  only 
one  which  showed  an  increase  of  popula- 
tion.    No  other  part  of  the  Long  Island 
or  the  other  islands  showed  an  increase 
of  population.     Even  in  Lewis,  which  was 
a  highly  congested  and  thickly  populated 
inland,  there  had  been  no  such  increase 
of  population  in  recent  years,  as  there 
liad    been    in    Barra.     What    was    the 
reason    for    that    difference  ?     It    was 
difficult  to  say.     It  might  be  that  the 
communications  with  it  were  few,  that 
the    community    of    Barra    were    more 
primitive  and  backward,   and  that  the 
allurements   and    inducements   to    flock 
tcf  the  city  and  the  influence  of  education, 
which   was  having   some   effect   on   the 
population  of  the  other  islands,  had  not 
nad  the  same  effect  on  this  island.     There 
was,  however,  another  factor  which  should 
not    be    lost    sight    of.      Barra    had    a 
valuable   fishery  in  the  neighbourhood; 
it     had    many     curing     stations,     and 
there    was    a     good      deal     of     traffic 
there  at  certain    seasons    of    the   year. 
The  proprietress  as  well  as  the   people 
shared    in    the    benefits    of    this    state 
of  things.     This  lady  drew  rents  for  the 
caring  places  and  water  rents,  and  there- 
fore there  was  a  direct  connection  between 
this    considerable    population    and    the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  owner  of  the 
land.     It  was  held  reasonable   to   take 
the  view  that  landowners  in  large  cities 
had   some   responsibility   for   the   dense  \ 
population  upon  their  land.     Parliament 
had  recognised  the  responsibility  of  land- 
lords if  they  neglected  sanitary  conditions 
and  had  slum  property.     It  would   be 
just    as    reasonable    to    call    upon    the 
Government  to  relieve  those  landlords  of 
slum  property  in  the  cities  as  to  call  upon 
them  to  relieve  the  landlord  of  propert}' 
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in  islands  such  as  that  now  under  dis- 
cussion. The  Government  must  not  be 
saddled  with  the  whole  responsibility. 
He  believed  that  the  offer  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  approval  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  asked  what  were  the  terms 
of  the  offer. 


Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  the  transaction 
was   perfectly    simple.    Acting   for   the 
Government,  he  had,  in  the  first  place, 
suggested  to  the  proprietor  that  settlers 
should  be  placed  on  the  land  imder  the 
Crofters  Act.      She  replied  declining  to 
do  so,  and  offering  to  sell  the  land.     The 
Government  repHed  that  they  could  not 
accept,  and  that  their  offer  stood.     The 
proprietress  then  offered  a  scheme  of  her 
own,  which  was  not  identical  with  that 
of  the  Government,  which  would  put  the 
crofter  tenants  on  her  land,  and  which 
was  detailed  in  her  letter  of  I2th  October, 
in     the     Parliamentary     papers.       The 
Government  then  endeavoured  to  adjust 
terms  with  the  estate  management.     The 
contention  of  the  estate  was  that  the 
negotiations  broke  down  on  the  question 
of  compensation  to  tenants,  and  he  had* 
been  endeavouring  to  show  that  that  was 
not  the  real  explanation  of  the  difficulty. 
The  compensation  to  the  tenants  was  a 
mere  bagatelle.     The  real  effort  of  the 
estate   had   been   to   throw   the   whole 
island  into  the  hands  of  the  Government, . 
who  knew  nothing  about  its  capacities 
except    on     general     information.     The 
Government    were    willing    to    aid    the 
proprietress  in  any  scheme  for  settling  the 
crofter  tenants  that  she  might  formulate, 
but  were  not  prepared  to  have  the  island 
thrown  at  them.     The  Government  took 
the  position  which  the  correspondence 
disclosed,    and    on    that   he    asked    the 
support  of  the  House.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman   had   uttered   a   general   de- 
nunciation  of   the   Government  policy  ; 
but  the  proprietress  would  be  as  much  at 
a  loss  as  the  Government  to  know  what 
solution  he  proposed.     The  Government 
were  anxious  to  see  a  way  out  of  this 
difficulty.     The    situation    was    serious 
from  every  point  of  view,  and  its  gravity 
had  been  intensified  by  the  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  Court  of 
Session  only  last  week.     In  the  interests 
of  all  concerned  in  this  matter,  in  the 
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interests  of  public  order  in  Scotland,  it 
was  highly  desirable  that  this  controversy 
should  be  brought  to  an  end.    He  hoped 
that  would  be  brought  honie  to  all  parties  i 
concerned  by  the  debate,  and  that  a  way  , 
out  of  the  difficulty  would  be  found. 

♦Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and  ! 
Aberdeen  Universities)  contended  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  had  in  his 
speech  absolutely  avoided  dealing  with 
the  kernel  of  the  case,  and  had  dealt  only 
with  details  which  did  not  touch  even 
the  fringe  of  the  question.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  South  Edinburgh  had 
made  an  apology  for  these  law-breakers 
for  whom  he  had  acted  as  counsel  before 
the  Court,  and  although  he  did  not  make  a 
direct  personal  attack  on  Lady  Gordon  Cath- 
cart  by  name,  yet  as  she  was  responsible 
more  or  less  for  the  management  of  the 
estate  it  was  impossible  to  settle  this 
question  without  attacking  her.  He  had 
kno^vn  for  many  years  the  result  of  the 
management  of  her  estates,  and  from  his 
own  personal  knowledge  of  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart  he  could  say  that  no  one  could 
be  more  careful  of  the  welfare  of  tenants 
or  more  generous  where  generosity  was 
called  for.  When  responsible  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  education  of  Scotland 
every  appeal  he  made  to  her  was  readily 
answered.  He  was  certain,  and  he  spoke 
with  the  ordinary  knowledge  of  those 
acquainted  with  these  Western  Highlands, 
that  in  many  respects  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart  was  a  model  landlord.  For  an 
illustration  of  that  he  need  not  go  beyond 
certain  expressions  used  by  the  Scottish 
Secretary  himself.  Over  and  over  again 
he  appealed  to  her  to  step  in  and  help 
him,  and  said  that  the  popularity  of  her 
name  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  she 
was  held  by  her  tenants  would  be  of  in- 
estimable advantage  to  him  in  carrying 
out  his  scheme.  What  were  the  real  facts 
with  regard  to  this  matter  ?  These  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber. In  the  case  which  he  referred  to  of  the 
sale  of  a  certain  farm  he  fell  into  a  con- 
siderable error  ;  £15,000  was  the  price 
ofEered  by  the  tenant  of  that  farm, 
but  he  was  induced  to  take  a  part  for 
£9,500  and  the  rest  was  purchased  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  £5,500. 

Mr.    SINCLAIR    said    the      hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  a  mistake.     WTiat 

Mr,  ^"Sinclair. 


1  he  said  as  to  the  price  was  correct,  but 
'  one  portion  of  land  was  pozchised 
I  from  Mr.  McGillioray  by  the  CJongested 
i  Districts  Board  for  £2,000,  wWA 
,  brought  up  the  whole  price  to  £7500. 

;     ♦Sir  HENRY  CRAIK  said  the  right 
;  hon.  Gentleman  was  wrong  in  his  conw- 
!  1  ion.     Mr.  McGillioray  made  an  offer,  and 
;  £2,000  was  paid  for  another  part  of  the 
'  estate,  and  apart  from  that  £5,500  wag  the 
sum  paid.    Besides,  did  the  right  hon. 
1  Gentleman  mean  to  say  that  the  ad- 
!  vantage  of  making  a   bargain  of  that 
I  sort  with  a  single,  certain,  solvent  tenant 
'  a   man    of  capital,    whose    rent   would 
I  always  be   paid,   was  to   be    lost,  and 
1  that  the  estate  was  to   be   filled  with 
I  small  crofters  or  cottars,    whose  rents 
I  were  small  and  for  the   most   part  in 
'  arrear  ?    Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  remember    also    what    a    burden    was 
I  imposed  upon  the  landlord  ?     The  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  knew  quite  well  that  the 
I  expense  of  providing  education  fell  upon 
1  the  rates,  which  were  paid  almost  entirelr 
by  the  landlord  and  not  by  the  croften. 
The  large  education  rate  was  not  charge- 
able to  any  tenant  whose  holding  was 
under  the  value  -of  £4.     If   the  value 
was  below  £4,  the  landlord  was  responnUe 
for  the  rate,  and  might   seek  it  from 
the  crofter,  if  he  could  get  it ;  as  a  matter 
of  fact  he   never  did.     The   hon.  and 
learned    Member    had    quoted    another 
case  in  w^hich  he  said  there  was  thirty- 
eight    years'    purchase,    but    the   hon. 
and    learned    Gentlemaa    had    only  to 
look  at  the   facts  to  see   how    totally 
baseless   was   his   assertion.     £600  vas 
the  price  given  for  a  farm  of  60  aczes, 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,   was  not  an 
extravagant    price    where    the    annual 
rental  was  £50.     That  could  hardly  he 
called   a   purchase   on   ''hard   busineea 
principles,"    the    phrase    used    by   the 
hon.    and   learned   Member,    which  he 
employed  as  a  synonjrm  for  "  imgener- 
ous."    What,  he  had  to  ask,  and  thia 
was  far  more  important,  was  the  real 
object  they  had  in  view  ?    What  was  for 
the  good  of  the  people,  and  whether  HiB 
action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
promote  that    good  or  be  detrimental 
to    it.     Everyone    who    had    atiidied 
the  position  of  these  outlying  isbuids 
knew  that  the  great  and  central  diflkndty 
was  the  congestion  of  the  popiilatioa» 
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which,  as  had  been  pointed  out  by 
his  right  hon.  friend,  was  in  Barra  growing 
at  a  rate  almost  unexampled,  there  having 
been  an  increase  of  40  per  cent,  in  a  few 
years.  Was  it  kindness  to  encourage 
these  poor  people  to  squat  upon  the  land, 
to  raise  these  insanitary  and  unwhole- 
some dwellings  at  their  own  cost,  under 
no  supervision  of  any  sanitary  ofl&cer, 
and  with  which  no  sanitary  ofl&cer  could 
interfere  without  raising  discontent  ? 
The  real  fact  was  that  they  could  only 
bring  content  to  those  islands  by  en- 
couraging the  people  to  leave  a  soil 
which  was  too  poor  to  yield  sustenance 
to  an  increasing  population.  They  could 
not  make  those  districts  fertile  and 
suitable  for  economical  small  holdings. 
The  migration  of  the  population  was  the 
only  way  in  which  an  economic  condi- 
tion could  be  brought  about.  But  what 
course  had  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
taken  with  regard  to  the  state  where 
the  disorder  had  arisen  ?  Certain  cattle 
were  placed  upon  the  land  against  the 
wish  of  the  tenants  and  against  the  wish 
of  the  landlords.  There  was  a  refusal 
to  remove  them.  The  people  proceeded 
from  that  a  step  further ;  they  built 
huts  upon  the  land  and  established 
themselves  as  squatters.  Such  an  at- 
tempt was  certain  to  be  uneconomic  and 
a  failure  ;  how  uneconomic  was  shown 
by  the  pamphlet  which  had  been  quoted, 
and  most  of  the  statements  in  which 
had  been  impugned  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member.  But  those  state- 
ments were  founded  upon  plain  facts, 
for  which  chapter  and  verse  could 
be  given.  In  regard  to  the  extension 
of  the  squatting  system  in  the  Island 
of  Vatersay,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  asked  by  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart 
to  suggest  a  remedy.  "  Have  you," 
she  asked,  "  inquired  whether  there 
is  a  water  supply  on  this  island."  No 
answer  was  given.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  prepared  to  institute  an 
inquiry,  but  from  that  day  to  this  he  had 
never  published  the  result  of  that  in- 
quiry. Lady  Gordon  Cathcart's  own 
men  of  business  had  made  the  distinct 
statement  that,  according  to  their  own 
surveyor,  there  was  no  water  supply 
such  as  was  necessary  for  a  large  popu- 
lation. That  statement  was  not  con- 
travened by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  was  asked  to 


make  further  inquiries,  but  he  had 
declined,  or,  at  all  events,  had  failed  to 
do  so.  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  said  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  :  "  If  you 
desire  to  make  this  experiment,  which  I 
think  entirely  wrong,  injurious  to  the 
people,  against  their  best  interests,  likely 
to  prove  economically  a  failure,  take  the 
land  yourself,  or  else  pay  compensation 
to  my  tenant,  and  divide  it  as  you  like ; 
I  will  submit  to  your  arrangement." 
But  the  tenant  was  not  to  be  compen- 
sated adequately,  and  there  was  a  refusal 
to  purchase.  Why  a  refusal  to  purchase? 
If  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  thought 
he  could  manage  this  estate  better  than 
Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  and  her  advisors, 
and  if  he  thought  that  he  would  force 
her  to  establish  an  uneconomic,  un- 
thrifty, insalubrious,  wasteful  system  in 
the  island,  was  it  fair  on  any  groimd 
or  principle  to  say  to  her  :  "  No  ;  I  shall 
not  purchase.  Take  the  responsibility, 
which  will  rest  with  you.  I  shall  not 
compensate  your  tenant,  but  I  shall 
leave  you  to  try  it."  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  said  :  "  Why  should  Ijrelieve 
Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  any  more  than 
I  should  relieve  the  landlord  of  a  slum 
district  in  a  town  ?  "  Yes  ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  turned  the 
district  into  a  slum,  or  into  something 
analogous.  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  was 
not  like  some  landlord  in  the  slum  area 
of  a  town  who  gathered  his  rents  from 
an  impecunious  population.  She  had 
attempted  to  arrange  matters  on  what 
she  thought  was  an  economic  basis, 
which,  in  the  long-run,  would  be  the 
most  healthful  and  beneficial  for  the 
inhabitants.  It  was  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man,  who  was  turning  this  district  into  a 
slum,  who  was  creating  conditions  which 
would  be  insalubrious,  with  an  in- 
suflRcient  quantity  of  water,  with  crowded 
dwellings,  and  with  a  soil  from  which  no 
ingenuity  or  possible  device  could  extort 
a  living  for  the  number  planted  upon  it. 
Could  anything  be  more  unfair,  more  un- 
equal, more  unjust  ?  After  all,  was  not 
the  landlord  I  ke  any  fellow  being, 
entitled  to  something  like  justice  ?  Was 
he  to  be  compelled  to  establish  what  he 
was  advised,  from  long  experience,  would 
be  an  uneconomic,  wrongful,  hurtful 
state  of  things,  was  he  to  be  forced  to 
bear  the  responsibility  of  it ;  was  he 
not  at  least  to  be  relieved  of  his  land,  of 
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mother,  and  forgot  all  his  English  and 
a  good  deal  of  his  learning  in  school. 
About  eighteen  he  went  south  to  find 
work,  and  being  only  fit  for  labouring 
work,  the  result  usually  was  that  in 
the  end  he  found  himself  in  the  West 
Highlands,  an  old  man,  with  no  trade 
and  no  money  saved,  and  became  a 
charge  on  the  over- burdened  ratepayer. 

And,  it  being  a  quarter-past  Eight  of 
the  Clock,  and  there  being  Private 
Business  set  down  by  direction  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  under 
Standing  Order  Xo.  S,  further  proceeding 
was  postponed  without  Question  put. 


OYSTER  AND  MUSSEL  FISHERY  (BAY 
OF  FIRTH)  ORDER  (  ONFIRMATION 
BILL  [By  Order]. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day next,  at  a  quarter  past  Eight  of  the 
Clock. 


SUPPLY  (CIVIL  SERVICES  AND 
REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS  ESTI- 
MATES,  1908-9). 

Postponed  Proceeding  on  Question 
proposed  on  consideration  of  Question, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £11,600, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day 
of  March,  1909,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  office  of  Ilia  Majesty  s 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Subordinate 
Office,  Expenses  under  the  Inebriates 
Acts,  1S79  to  ir^iOO,  and  Expenses  under 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  including  a  Grant  in 
Aid  of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland) 
Fund." 

Which  Question  was,  "That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  £10,600,  be  granted  for 
the  said  service,''— (J//*.  Mitchell'Thmisan,) 
— resumed. 

Sir  JOHN  DEWAR,  continuing,  said 
the  West  Highland  young  man  had  no 
chance  to  learn  a  trade.  H«»  agreed 
that  the  ('ongcsted  Districts  lioard 
was  doing  excellent  work  in  teaching 
trades  to  some  of  the  young  men,  and  he 
hoped  that  that  part  of  their  work  would 
be  continued  and  encouraged.  They 
did  not  want  to  drive  the  inhabitants  of 
those  islands  away.  ])ut  they  wanted  to 
induce  the  niore  enterprising  and 
ambitious^of    the    inhabitants    to  enter 

Sir  J.  Dcioar. 


upon  a  wider  sphere,  and  in  order  to  fit 
them  to  battle  with  life  they  sbonH 
try  to  make  them  better  equipped  tbu 
the}'  were  at  the  present  time.  They 
ought  to  do  a  good  deal  more  to  teach 
them  trades,  and  the  Congested  Districte 
Board  ought  to  be  as  active  in  this 
respect  as  they  possibly  could  be.  He 
was  for  giving  as  mucli  land  as  possihk 
to  those  men  because  that  improved 
not  only  their  social  condition  but 
improved  them  in  every  other  respect 
He  urged  the  Government  to  enter  b^ 
negotiations  with  the  proprietors  of  tho» 
islands. 

Mr.  WILKIE  (Dundee)  said  it 
appeared  to  be  the  practice  of  some 
hon.  Members  to  commence  their  speeches 
by  saying  they  were  not  going  to  take 
up  much  time,  and  then  proceed 
to  do  just  the  oppoait<^,  He  was  not 
s:oing  to  declare  himself  either  war. 
There  were  two  kinds  of  people  in  tlus 
world,  those  who  were  willing  to  woA 
and  those  who  were  \^illing  to  let  thenL 
His  experience  of  the  House  was  that 
it  contained  two  pirties,  those  whi^ 
were  willing  to  legislate  and  those  who 
were  not  willing  to  let  them.  Last 
session  he  put  in  many  hours  on  the 
Scottish  Committee  upon  the  and  q\m- 
tion,  and  if  that  Bill  had  been  allowid 
to  pass  this  trouble  would  never  havf 
arisen.  The  people  on  whose  behaU 
he  rose  to  protest  were  anxious  to  get 
a  little  bit  of  land  to  live  upon,  and 
they  had  been  called  by  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  parasites.  All  he 
wished  to  say  was  that  if  those  parasites 
who  prevented  the  land  legislation  passing 
last  eessioii  had  allowed  the  Bill  to  gi> 
through  the  present  difficulty  wouU 
never  have  occurred  at  all.  He  was 
not  going  to  enter  into  any  tirade  against 
Lady  Catheart.  He  did  not  know  her^ 
but  he  had  read  the  statement  issued 
by  her  clever  agent,  and  if  that  was- 
nil  the  case  they  f^ould  make  out  for 
her,  then  he  tlit?ugkt  it  was  a  very  bad 
case  indeed.  It  appeared  to! him  that 
they  were  now  repeating  Ui>^  histoij 
of  that  particular  island  of  1851,  whub 
the  people  were  driven  from  the  land 
of  their  birth  to  seek  a  living  in  Canada 
in  order  to  give  place  to  deer  and  sheep. 
No  wonder  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War    under    these    circumstances 
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'    complaining  of  the  want  of  sucoess  of 
I   lis  Territorial  Army.     In  this  particular 
•    part   of   Scotland   in   the   past   men   of 
^    stamina  and  strength  were  reared,  who 
'    had  proved  to  be  the  bulwark  of  this 
country  in  time  of  danger,  and  yet  they 
had  been  compelled  to  make  room  for 
eheep   and   deer.     They  had   been  told 
thit  in  Scotland  they  had  some  good 
:    landlords.     He  almost  wished  that  they 
had  not  had  those  good  landlords,  be- 
cause if  they  had  not  existed  the  present 
system  would  have  been  swept  away  long 
ago.     The  inhabitants  of  those  islands 
were  sick  of  waiting  for  a  little  bit  of 
land  upon  which  to  spend  their  energy; 
they      were      being     driven      to      the 
mainland,    and   would   prefer  to   suffer 
imprisonment  rather  than  starve.     Why 
did  they  continue  a  system  which  in- 
flicted such  hardships  upon  the  people  ? 
He  thought  in  this  matter  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  take  their  courage  in  both 
hands,  and  take  over  all  those  islands 
and  be  done  with  the  difficulty.     That 
would  incur  far  less  cost  to  this  country 
and  it  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle,  because 
at  the  present  time  they  had  to  go  to 
the    expense   of   having   gunboats   and 
ironclads  around  those  islands  in  order 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  landlords. 
He  had   been    asked  by  his    own   con- 
stituents to  intervere  in  this  discussion. 
He    desired    to    urge    the    Grovemment 
to  take  the  wider  and  bolder  step,  and  if 
they  found  that  their  legislation  was  not 
passed  by  the  other  House  he  hoped  they 
would  make  this  a    financial  question, 
and  have  all  those  islands  placed  under 
Government,  thus  settling  the  question 
once  for  all.     Let  them  put  human  life 
before  the  interests  of  mere  property  or 
deer. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutheriand)  said  that 
personally  he  regretted  that  instead  of 
having  a  discussion  upon  the  local  affairs 
of  Scotland  they  had  had  only  a  party 
political  debate  on  a  particular  land  ques- 
tion. That  had,  to  some  extent,  deprived 
them  of  the  time  they  had  hoped  to  have 
to  consider  many  other  affairs  affecting 
social  government  and  other  matters 
which  came  mider  the  Scottish  Office. 
With  regard  to  the  Vatersay  question 
he  thought  the  Government  ought  to 
have  done  something.  It  was  the  duty 
of    the    Government    to    govern,    and 


when  they  had  in  power  a  Government 
with  such  a  large  majority  it  was  their 
duty  to  find  out  some  means  of  getting 
over  a  difficulty  of  this  sort  instead  of 
letting  the  people  starve  and  be  sent 
to    prison.     They    were    told   that    the 
difficulty  was  in  regard  to  compensation 
to  the  tenants.     But  they  had  not  been 
told  how  much  it  was.     He  was  afraid 
that  the  Government  had  been  standing 
too  much  on  their  dignity,  and  would  not 
move  in  the  matter  because  the  other 
parties    did   not     come    to    them.      A^ 
Liberal  Government  ought  to  be  above 
that    sort    of    thing,    and    should    en 
deavour  to  do  what  was  right  without 
regard     to     mere     dignity     of     office. 
There  were  few  places  in  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  where  there  was  congestion. 
There  was  congestion  in  Lewis,  but  that 
could   not   be  said   of   Sutherlandshire^ 
where  the  population  was  less  now  than 
it  was   100   years   ago.    If  the  people 
could  get  the  land  in  that  county,  it 
would  support  50,000  more  than  were 
there    at    present.    It    should    be    re- 
membered that  the  land  had  practically 
all  been  stolen  from  the  clans  within 
almost  living  memory.     None  of   those 
who  got  possession  of  it  -  fter  1 745  had  any^ 
real  title  to  it,  except  the  fact  that  they^ 
had  collected  rents  since  then.  He  was  told 
that  Edinburgh  lawyers  had  made  up- 
various  titles  for  them  in  the  same  way 
as   certain  titles  had   been  got   up  in 
London.    The  land  formerly  belonged  to 
the  clans  who  paid  small  tribute  to  the 
chiefs  and  no  doubt  had  to  perform  certain, 
duties   in   connection  with   their   clans 
Unfortimately,  a  good  deal  of  the  land 
had    been    sold    to    other    individuals. 
He  did   not   say    that    Lady    Cathcart 
or    her    immediate     predecessors    had 
stolen    the    land.     Undoubtedly,    unless- 
the   land    question    was   settled   in   the- 
interest  of  the  people,  the  people  might  say 
presently :  "  We  will  resume  possession  ^o£ 
our  own,  and  you  may  look  out  for  pay-^ 
ment  where  you  like."   The  people  all  over 
Scotland  were  law-abiding,  and  they  were 
willing  to  pay  a  fair  rent  for  the  land 
with  fixity  of  tenure.     That  they  now 
offered,  but  they  might  not  always  offer 
it.     As  to  the  poor  men  who  were  now 
in  prison  in  connection  with  the  Vatersajr 
affair,   he   asked   why  the   Government 
could    not    reduce    the    sentences.  ^It 
should  be  quite  satisfactory,  so  far  as 
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■Steamboat  service  that  he  cannot  discuss 
the  matter  now. 

♦Mr.  MORTON  said  his  complaint 
was  that  the  Board  had  got  the  money 
ttnd  had  kept  it.  The  Ck)ngested  Dis- 
tricts Board  had  £20,000  on  this  Vote. 
"However,  as  those  matters  were  found  to 
be  out  of  order,  and  there  was  no  other 
way  of  discussing  them,  he  would  put 
"Questions  on  the  Paper.  He  had  been 
•endeavouring  to  get  those  refonns,  which 
were  more  administrative  than  anything 
•else,  by  writing  letters  to  the  Secretary 
"for  Scotland,  but  he  found  the  letters 
were  of  no  use,  and,  therefore,  he  would 
trouble  the  House  by  putting  Questions. 
He  had  another  complaint  to  make.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  did  nothing  him- 
self but  blocked  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  private  Members  to  promote  legisla- 
tion with  regard  tr)  trawling  and  other 
matters.  He  trusted  that  the  Secre- 
tar}'  for  Scotland  would  endeavour  to 
•get  the  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
-do  something  with  the  money  which 
they  were  going  to  vote  that  night  to 
-carry  out  the  wishes  of  Parliament,  and 
assist  those  districts.  That  was  not  only 
necessary  to  prevent  their  depopulation, 
but  to  allow  the  districts  to  be  made  fit 
for  a  much  larger  population  than  now 
existed  there.  If  they  gave  the  people 
•of  Sutherland  the  use  of  land,  as  was 
recommended  by  the  Deer  Forest  Com- 
mission, and  as  fhey  had  the  power  to 
-do,  they  would  do  much  better  service 
than  by  driving  the  people  to  the  large 
towns  and  cities.  Apart  from  the  land 
question  he  had  been  asking  for  a 
steamboat  service  from  Tongue  to 
Lochinver,  so  that  the  people  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  sending  their 
spare  produce  to  market.  He  had  met 
with  no  success  from  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  and  he  would  be  in- 
clined to  refuse  this  £20,000,  unless  they 
spent  some  of  it  in  that  direction.  He 
was  certain  that  it  was  the  duty  of  any 
Government,  and  especially  of  a  Liberal 
Government,  to  do  something  whereby 
the  people  could  get  an  honest  and 
decent  living.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
money  in  this  country.  They  could 
vote  money  by  millions  for  all  sorts  of 
purposes  abroad,  and  what  they  wanted 
inas  the  Government  to  spend  money 
in  order  to  colonise  our  own  land  and 


make  it  useful,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  who  tried  to  live  on  it. 

♦The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  Order, 
order.  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  going 
very  wide  of  this  Vote. 

♦Mb.  MORTON  said  that  they  could 
not  take  this  £20,000  to  South  Africa ; 
they  wanted  some  of  it  spent  in  Suther- 
landshire  to  carry  out  various  improve- 
ments required  to  enable  the  people 
to  get  a  livelihood  and  to  protect  human 
life.  He  wanted  some  of  the  money 
to  assist  in  building  boat-slips,  piers,  and 
other  matters  which  were  useful  for  the 
people.  He  had  no  intention  of  saying 
anything  offensive  of  any  Minister.  It 
was  the  system  he  objected  to,  and 
because  the  best  was  not  done  with  the 
money  voted  by  Parliament.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land was  not  present.  He  had 
seen  him  look  in  and  go  away  ag\in. 
He  supposed  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
was  rather  afraid  of  discussion,  and 
he  was  sorry  to  say  anything  to  cause 
him  to  run  away.  He  never  ran  away 
himself,  and  he  would  have  liked  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  remain 
and  answer  his  questions,  for,  after 
all,  Ministers  were  not  the  masters, 
but  the  servants  of  the  people,  and  of 
this  House  particularly.  There  was 
another  matter  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  attention.  That  was  the  sentence 
of  five  years  penal  servitude  passed  on 
a  man  named  Simpson  for  doing  some- 
thing in  Glasgow.  Several  Questions 
had  been  put  to  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  see 
his  way  to  reduce  that  sentence.  They 
had  been  unable  to  get  any  explanation, 
in  answer  to  questions  put  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  it  seemed  a  very 
hard  case.  A  petition  had  been  signed 
by  over  40,000  people  in  Scotland  and 
sent  to  the  Government  late  last  year 
or  early  this  year,  asking  for  a  reduction 
of  the  sentence.  So  far  as  he  could 
ascertain  from  reading  up  the  case,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Court  had  got 
hold  of  the  right  individual  ;  he 
believed  that  this  man  Simpson  had  been 
made  to  a  large  extent  a  scapegoat. 
When  they  considered  the  light  sentences 
passed  in  many  other  cases,  five  years 
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seeiriffi  a  hard  sentence  ;  and  he  would 
ask  thf*  Secretary  for  Scotland,  when 
hf  came  back  from  his  tour  round  the 
House,  to  try  and  be  merciful  in  this 
case,  and  recommend  some  reduction  of 
this  harsh  sentence.  The  young  man  was 
ruined  in  any  case,  but  when  he  com- 
pan»cl  his  with  other  sentences — he  did 
not  want  to  mention  other  people's 
names — imposed  at  trials  at  Edinburgh, 
he  thought  it  was  the  harshest  sentence 
h<»  had  ever  heard  oiM'  He  would  like 
to  hear  some  reason  why  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  could  not  be  merciful  in 
this  case.  .  He^also  trusted  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  to  reduce  the 
sentence  on  the  ten  poor  men  who 
were  in  prison  over  the  Vatersay  case. 
Bearing  in  mind  that  nobody  seemed 
to  know  who  was  to  blame  in  that 
in«tt<T — some   said   it   was  one  person, 


{COMMONS}  Supply.  m 

lawj'crs  and  factors  for  her  informatioL 
It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  then 
was  great  difficulty  in  getting  anytMng 
done.    What   was    wanted    m^   bette 
machinery,  as  that   which  existed  bd 
broken  down.    The  Scottish  Office  caild 
do  nothing;      the   Congested    Distite 
Board  could  only  act    by    buying  tW 
island  and  reselling  it   to  the  cottan; 
the  Crofters  Commission  and  the  conntr 
council  of  Invemess-shire  had  also  ocnBr 
pletely    failed    to    make    a    settlement 
All  this  was  proof  that  new  and  impiOTBd 
machinery  was  wanted.     He  represented 
the  constituency  adjoining  that  ^Aat 
this  occurrence  had  taken  place,  and  k 
could  confirm  every  word  that  had  fallen 
in  regard  to  the  matter  from  hon.  Member 
on  that  side  of  the  House.     The  Leaderof 
the  Opposition  had  said  that  all  the  diiB- 
culty  had  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the 


and    some    said    it    was    another,  and  !  cottars  had  no  right  to  be  at  Vateisay, 
some    blamed     the     Government — and  ;  Why  were  they  there  ?     It  was  becauce 

"         "      they  were  the  descendants  of  the  men 


seeing  that  the  law  had  been  sufficiently 
sustained  by  the  conviction,  he  hoped 
th«»  Secretary  for  Scotland  would  be 
niiMciful  and  release  the  men  so 
that  th<*y  mi^ht  get  to  work  at  home. 
These  men  were  only  too  anxious  to 
work  for  their  families  and  to  be  allowed 
an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  which  they 
could  do  as  well  as  anyone  in  the  world. 


who  had  occupied  the  soil  in  former 
generations.  And  he  would  remind  tk 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  was  \» 
that  population  that  we  owed  a  yeir 
large  share  of  our  Indian  and  Coloniel 
Empire.  Many  hon.  Members  had  seen 
the  long  list  of  public  men,  distin- 
guished soldiers,  and  Gove  mors- Ckneitl 


A^ain    he    expressed   a  hope   that    the  !  who  came  from  the  West  Highlands  and 
Secretarvjfor  Scotland  would  be  merciful.  I  had  fought  our  battles  in   all   parts  of 

1  the  world,  not  only  M-ith  sword  and  lifle, 
I  but   with  axe   and  spade.     The   Leader 

♦Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire)  said  '  of  the  Opposition  said  that  these 
that  before  the  discussion  came  to  an 
riul  he  sluuiid  like  to  say,  in  support  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Inverness-shire,  that  it  w^is  absolutely 
necessary  that  a  case  like  Vatersay 
should  Ih»  dealt  with  immediately.  It 
was  only  typical  of  what  might  happen 
whfMc  there  was  extreme  poverty  *»n  the 
one  ha  nil  and  a  desire  to  remain  in  their 
own  country  <»n  the  other.  Since  the 
failure  of  the  (Jovernment  to  got  a 
proper  Land  Hill  passed,  ^uggestions 
hid  been  made  fn^n  all  parts  of  this 
House  and  in  another  place  in  reganl  to 
the  matter.  No  doubt  much  had  taken 
plare  at  Vatersay  which  was  to  Ih» 
leuMvtted.  He  did  n*n  want  ti> 
ppoik  about  the  estate  management. 
Thev  all  sympathised  with  the  hui> 
who'  wMs  placed  in  the  piv*itioii  ot 
proprietress,    ami    who    had     to   g*»    to 

Mr,  Morton. 


had  no  right  to  be  there  ;      but  where 
were  they  going  to  put  them  ?     Whst 
was  wanted  was  better  machinery.     Tl» 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  said  that  these 
men  had  no  right  to  be  where  they  weRr 
aiul  he  asked  what  was  going  to  be  done 
with  them.     It  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  Hinis*>  next  session  to  answer  that 
question.     It    was   absurd    to   say  that 
then^  was  no  future  for  them  there  and 
that    they    must    either   drift    into   the 
tt»wns  *ir  tind  their  way  across  the  seas^ 
We  waijtevl  these  people  there.     It  woold 
be  a  suicidal  aot  if  we  did  not  keep  alive 
the  kM  luMue  in  the  old  countrv,  where 
thov  could  have  an  oppi^unitv  of  bring- 
in*:  up  tluir  children  meiitallv,  morallr 
and   phvsically   bettor  titted   to  become 
u>elul  citucns  ot  the  Empire  than  would 
Iv    the   case    if   they    were    forced    into 
the  ir.>xxded  stnvts  of  a  Urce  town 
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a  Mr.  MOLTENO  (Dumfriesshire)  said 
r  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  had  told  the 
■  'Oommittee  that  these  men  had  been  led 
1  away  by  agitators  to  commit  a  breach  of 
B    the  law.    That  was  a  most  unfortmiate 

4  remark,  because  nothing  coald  be  found 
I  in  the  documents  before  the  Committee 
r  in  any  way  to  justify  such  a  state- 
I    ment.    There  was  a  great  deal  in  the 

5  IBeport  to  suggest  the  opposite.  This 
^  liad  been  represented  as  a  raid  and  an  un- 
I  principled  demand  by  these  men  on  the 
^  land  of  their  neighbour,  but  what  were 
J  ihe  facts  ?  The  Sherifl  was  sent  down 
J     "to  investigate,  and  he  very  wisely  did 

not  go  down  escorted  by  gunboats,  he 
^  went  down  quietly  with  his  wife  and  saw 
^  these  people.  The  leader  of  the  move- 
ment was  a  fisherman  named  Duncan 
Campbell,  whom  he  saw  and  spent  three 
liours  in  conversation  with.  Eventually 
Duncan  Campbell  took  him  to  Vatersay 
in  his  boat,  and  showed  him  what  had 
been  done.  That  was  not  the  action  of  a 
criminal.  He  asked  Campbell  why  he 
"had  done  what  he  had,  and  Campbell's 
Teply  was  that  he  and  the  others  could 
-not  hope  to  find  occupation  in  their 
coimtry ;  that  he  had  worked  hard  all 
his  life  but  had  got  nothing ;  that 
neither  from  Lady  Cathcart  nor  from 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  could  he 
get  help  ;  that  their  fathers  and  grand- 
fathers had  been  possessed  of  these  very 
lands  in  the  past ;  and  that  these  men 
had  never  given  up  their  claim  to  them. 
Yet  the  hon.  Member  for  Lanarkshire  had 
said  that  these  men  had  gone  there  with- 
out a  shadow  of  a  right.  The  Sheriff  said 
he  had  thought  it  right  to  give  Campbell's 
statement  in  detail  as  being  t£[e  best  way 
to  bring  to  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  the  true  character  of  this  raid. 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  also  sent 
-down  a  Commissioner,  who  said  that 
he  found  the  people  moderate  in 
their  talk  and  spirit  and  other  circum- 
stances, and  that  the  want  of  potatoes 
Among  those  having  families  must  be 
A  very  great  hardship.  From  the 
-evidence  of  the  Report,  therefore, 
the  Committee  would  see  that  the 
idea  that  these  people  were  led  by 
agitators  to  come  forward  in  this  manner 
was  erroneous.  The  facts  of  this  case 
broadly  were  that  the  greater  part  of 
these  islands  was  tenanted  by  three  or 
iour  large  farmers,  and  that  the  other 


inhabitants  lived  among  the  rocks  and 
streams  and  bogs.  These  men  were  the 
descendants  of  those  who  used  to  have 
the  whole.  They  took  the  proper  steps. 
They  applied  to  the  representatives  of 
the  landowner  and  obtained  no  satisfac- 
tion ;  they  went  to  the  parish  councils, 
who  endeavoured  to  assist  them  and  were 
unsuccessful;  they  then  went  to  the 
county  council,  who  sent  down  a 
deputation  who  spent  nine  days  in 
investigation,  and  confirmed  the  report 
of  the  Sheriff.  They  reported  th  t 
land  was  desirable,  that  it  could  be 
got,  but  that  it  was  impossible  to  get 
it  on  reasonable  terms.  These  people 
had  gone  to  every  authority,  and 
they  finally  pointed  out  that  if  they 
went  back  to  Barra  it  meant  starvation  ; 
that  it  meant  leaving  their  coimtry  or 
starving.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  very  hard  that  suggestions  should  be 
made  that  political  motives  actuated  these 
men.  It  was  simply  the  effect  of 
the  laws.  The  system  of  landlord  and 
tenant  had  broken  down.  It  had  oper- 
ated unfairly.  These  men  were  the 
product  of  injustice  in  the  past.  He 
did  not  blame  the  landlords  but  the 
system.  It  was  the  system  which  had 
produced  this  difficulty ;  it  was  not  the 
result  of  action  such  as  was  suggested  by 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  There 
were  no  shops.  If  these  people  wanted 
milk  they  had  to  keep  their  cow  ;  if  they 
wanted  carrots  or  potatoes  they  must 
grow  them.  A  small  amount  of  land 
was  to  them  an  economic  necessity. 
The  difficulty  was  not  peculiar  to  tins 
part ;  it  had  arisen  all  over  Scotland.  In 
the  three  most  southern  counties  of 
Scotland,  Berwick,  Roxburgh,  and 
Edinburgh,  in  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years 
the  agricultural  labourers  had  been 
driven  out,  whilst  in  the  Highlands  the 
rural  population  had  decreased  enor- 
mously. In  every  county  of  Scotland 
this  had  been  the  case ;  therefore 
it  was  not  a  thing  confined  to  this  par- 
ticular spot.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion said  that  these  men  should  not  be 
there !  Then  where  should  they  be  ? 
They  were  the  dec^ndants  of  the  people 
on  the  spot.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  complained  that  they  had  been 
unduly  prolific ;  but  the  increase  had  only 
been  37  per  cent,  in  forty  years,  which  was 
the    proportion   all   over    Scotland,    so 
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(liiit  liiui  I'lMii'KiM'onld  iiotlicinadeagaiiiHt .  if  the  island  was  reported  upon  br  t 
(lifiii.     TiiiH  procftHH  had  lieen  going  on    competent    man    as    suitable    for  tke 

settlement  of  crofterB  as  regarded  ^ 
water  supply.  What  Iiad  the  Govern- 
ment done  to  discover  whether  tlift 
water  supply  was  right  or  not !  Tlwr 
had  not  heard  what  the  Gk>Yemiiiait 
had  done  to  find  out  whether  the  idsnd 
was  fit  for  crofters  or  not.  So  far,  di^ 
knew  nothing.  Were  thej  for  the  sab 
of  £6,000  or  £8,000  to  set  the  heatlur 
on  fire  ?  He  thought  it  would  be  a 
world  of  pities,  and  he  most  eamesdr 
implored  the  Government  to  take  heazt 
of  grace  and  put  an  end  to  this  dis- 
creditable and  lamentable  state  of  fdbua. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Lancashire,   Newt<m) 
said  he  had  heard  many  strange  theoiies 
in   his  time,   but   the  most    interesting 
theory  he  had  ever  heard  was  that  whicK 
came  from  the  Leader  of  the  OppositioiL 
that  uicht.  in  referring  to  these  particular 
islanders.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  hsd 
Siud    that    they     were     parasites,    and 
bad  civen  as  his  reason  that  they  wie 
unable      to     provide     for      their     own 
wants  and  the  needs  of  ordinary  ci^ilisa- 
:io!:.     If  men  who  were  unable  to  do  that 
wore   to   be   called  parasites,    the   right 
hoy,.  l>i".tleman  need  not  go  to  the  High- 
'..iv.vis  :o  discover  them.     He  would  find 
v.i.^v.v  o:  Theni  on  the  other  side  of  that 
Vu'.'.d::.;:.     Tr.:*  iras  a  ereat  subject,  and 
vot ::  jBTAs  v-^r.TAir.ed  within  a  narrow  com' 
:\S55<,     Tno  hoy..  Member  for  St.  Andrews 
'Su7*:r.*  r.Ai  said  ThiT  the  men  who  were  in 
yr<;"  -arj'Tf  r-ATTrrs  To-d*y.  and  that  to- 
'.v.:rr.*Tflr  :>.t--  T^rvild  S?  heroes.      In  the 
rvvATT  xv.7»o:  lis  dinies,  possibly  as  an 
A^-.rA":T  i*  Ti^  rjXT  hon.  Gentleman  had 
Ni  .1.    r-i-  "«•:-'£  S*  wtthin  the  x<Mie  of  this 
'.  SA*fv:^«£  i:*fA    n   Tie  coming   recess. 
:=,:•     V -fv    vfrr    m^Z    li-e    class     from 
'  -     -ir*^    •■.•:■-    iAd  s^Kung.      Ther 
-  irf-  v   ":••  ir.£ained  by  the 

— ■  ■  -        >.      ktta::.?  Tri>  mieht  go  into 
>■      7rf-  vfc*  a  r*<>dy  of  men 
■    "«•:.:  Til*  Qiit  ^r.d  reasoned 
•      s    '^k    -r-':?:-*?    wirtk    condiurt 
■  ^  ->■   ■,  -r.*-  -!..fT  i^£  tried  every 
•     -^    .r  ' :-:  T'    Ti-    ierjrth  of 
*  '  V     .  >  \        Tlrf   Hk-Siit  w;a$  told 


for  iiuiny  M'lirM.  Adiim  Smith  drew 
111  I iM) I  ion  to  it  ill  his  time  and  pointed 
oui  iH»\v  diHiiHtn)tiH  it  was.  Hir  John  ; 
Siinili'V  tirt'w  iith^ntion  in  it  also.  Th«»y  I 
\v«Mt«  I'lMilly  in  tho  face  of  n  great  social 
probloin  iiN  to  1  \u* oxiHting land H\'^toni.  It 
wns  (hilt  which  hudcnMit^d  the  difficulty. 
Tliis  wuH  ono  of  many  cases  which  had 
occiirnMl  in  tho  pitHt.  and  ought  to  l>e  very 
can»fuily  consiilonMl  hy  tho  House.  It 
was  HUggostiMl  that  the  Small  handholders 
Mill  «»f  last  viMir  would  have  mot  the 
caso.  That  suggostion  was  haRod  upon 
a  tnisinulorstanding  of  tho  Hill.  He 
thtuijiht  tho  Socn»tary  fi>r  Scotland  was 
^uMloctly  corn*ct  in  taking  up  tho  linn 
attitudo  ho  had  dono,  and  ho  hoped  he 
would  u\aintain  that  attitudo  and  that 
a  M»tthMuont  might  ho  arrived  at. 

MV.IOK  ANSTIUTHKIM^RAY  (St. 
.Vndr«*\\*  Burghs^  thought  ovorylnxiy 
\u  tho  House  symimthistnl  with  the 
^sv^r  n\»sg\ndtHl  men  who  wore  in  pris^^u. 
Vhow  w.-**  r.o  doubt  that  it  thoy  had  not 
Ivor.  r,v.s*.od  thoy  would  not  bo  whorv 
thox  wo;v  now.  Ho  did  not  war.t  to 
\!-.»i-.i'.»;o  -.v.  rtvrim\r..-»:;or.s.  Tho  iiovon*.- 
v.*.ov.:.  V.i*  :V..^;ij:V.:.  h.-^d  nvoivcsi  ir^ji  iv*U 
sh,i-.v  o'.  :;*,;*  V.,-»v.-.o.  .ir.d  ho  »ou".d  rsthor 
>:  '>x»;..v.4's  "iv  V\j:ov.os  Ar.d  viiTw: 
f;-.i*  .•t:,vv:'..v-.  .'*'.  ::*.:*  Hov.s<^  Tx-*  wh-it 
\\;is    >;.*.•  K    '»"    V.a;^;w.    whs* v.    :h:*    v.'.ov. 

^  ,•   ,*.  S  ^    .      V  v.  t    ■. V.    A    •  ;* >*     .'. A  \  >i    T  >.  f  \     \*  .^ V.".  A 

':v  ':.,-v,\^>  U:*  »v..i  •..»*:  kv..-^^  h.-^w 
\'.  «  > >  v  *  .K  ' ^"  '  -'. ,:  :•  •,; :  >.  :*  .v t : .s , v.". y 
*.  >.  ,*  • ,  ^  >,  •:  . :  «  AS  :  >.  ?  ,'.  v. :  x  .• '.  :  >. :-  v -.-  \  ;•  n;  - 
'v^-  :     :.*      A,-;    t^r    :v^..:   :  vs    ^:    :\f 

.'\ .'  %-,..'   "'».',  .i  A*:^.v   ^>>  ■••  ^r       V:r'' 
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In  this 
case  they  had  a  titled  lady  who,  to  his 
m   mind,  was  the  Clanricarde  of  the  High- 
s'   lands.     She    possessed    14,000    acres    of 
•t    land,    and   there    was   a    population    of 
■     2,500.     They  wanted  to  follow  the  pur- 
m    suits  of  their  fathers  and  live  on  the  land. 
-I     She  said  they  should  not  do  so  unless 
i{     they    complied    with    her    terms.     The 
r«     Grovemment  had  tried  to  make  arrange- 
i     ments,    and   had   made   proposals.     She 
1     had  made  counter  proposals,  and  would 
J     not  alter  them ;  the  result  was  that  the 
i     inen  were  exasperated  ;   bound  by  all  the 
.     ties  of   kinship  and  love  of  country,  they 
t     had  been  driven  to  desperation,  and  that 
night    they    were    languishing    in    gaol, 
\     because  they  asked  a  fellow-creature  the 
J     right  to  live.     It  did  not  suit  her  lady- 
p      ship.     It  possibly  did  not  suit  her  in- 
clination,   and,    when    a    person    would 
,      deliberately  force  upon  these  men  this 
sad  alternative,  he  could  come  to  only 
one   conclusion,  viz.,  that  she   had  not 
much  interest  in  their  welfare.     It  was 
the  future  they  had  to  deal  with.     He 
regretted    that    the     Government    had 
endorsed  the  sentences,  which  to  his  mind 
were  vicious  in  the  extreme.     The  Grov- 
emment could  with  justice  and  without 
any    dereliction    of   duty   have    reduced 
the  sentences.     If  they  did  not  do  so,  the 
men  would  come  out  with  a  sense  of 
outraged  justice,  and  when  these  men  were 
roused  gunboats    would  not  cow  them. 
These  were  the  kind  of  men  who  made 
civil  wars.     It  would  be  highly  improper 
and  foolish  in  the  extreme  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  hold  out  no  hope  to  these  people 
that   there   would  be   an   improvement 
in    their    future    conditions.     They    did 
not  ask  for  affluence  ;   they  were  content 
with  a  frugal  living.     He  appealed  to  the 
Government    in    the    interests    of    law 
and  order  to  give  some  hope,  so  that, 
instead  of  being  firebrands  when   they 
emerged    from    prison,    they   would    be 
the  messengers  of  hope  that  land  would 
be    given,    that   they   would   have    the 
right    to    earn    their    living,    and    that 
everything    would    be    done    to    bring 
contentment    and    peace    to    unhappy 
people    who    were    law-abiding    and    a 
credit  to  the  coimtry. 

♦Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Burghs)  thought  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  had  really 


struck  the  right  note.  So  far  the  debate 
had  not  been  satisfactory  because  no 
practical  proposal  had  been  advocated 
on  either  side  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
situation  should  be  dealt  with.  They 
had  had  a  certain  amount  of  eulogy  of 
Lady  Cathcart  and  a  certain  amount  of 
denunciation  of  the  Government.  It 
was  remarkable  that  though  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  in  January  last  at 
Glasgow  attacked  the  Lord  Advocate  in 
violent  language,  he  had  not  em- 
braced the  opportunity  afforded  by 
that  day's  debate  to  engage  that 
learned  Gentleman  at  close  quarters. 
What  had  the  Grovemment  done  ?  What 
could  it  do  ?  It  could  not  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  which  was  lost  in 
another  place.  It  did  not  want  to  put 
in  force  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1865, 
which  had  been  passed  for  a  totally 
different  purpose.  But  there  was  going 
to  be  a  great  deal  more  of  this  kind  of 
thing  if  some  remedy  was  not  applied. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  If 
you  ask  me  what  I  want  the  Govern- 
ment to  do,  I  want  them  to  accept  the 
recommendations  of  Mr.  Wilson  and 
buy  Vatersay  for  from  £6,000  to  £8,000. 
That  would  put  an  end  to  the  whole 
trouble. 

♦Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  said  people 
did  not  want  purchase  in  Scotland. 
They  had  seen  from  the  examples 
of  the  island  of  Skye  and  Suther- 
landshire  that  purchase  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  not  a  method 
of  settlement  which  commended  itself 
to  the  crofter  population.  What  they 
wanted  was  to  be  able  to  hire  their 
land  on  reasonable  terms. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Well, 
the  Government  can  hire  it  to  them. 

♦Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  said  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  to  Lady  Cath- 
cart were  not  accepted.  The  Govern- 
ment made  proposals  to  that  effect 
which  failed  owing  to  the  impossible 
conditions  which  were  attached  by  Mr. 
Macdonald,  the  agent. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  said  it 
only  failed  on  the  question  of  compensa-^ 
tion  to  the  tenants,  which  the  Secretary 
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for  Scotland  said  was  a  bagatelle.  Why 
they  could  not  face  the  bagatelle  he  did 
iiot  know. 

♦Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  said  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  had  pointed  out  that  that  was 
really  quite  a  subsidiary  matter,  but  the 
really  important  matters  were  the  other 
conditions  which  were  attached.  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  not  the 
right  to  hold  land  in  the  way  in  which 
alone  these  people  would  have  it,  and 
they  would  require  legislation  toen  able 
the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  Member 
toTJbe  carried  out.  What  they  wanted 
now  was  some  hope  to  be  expressed 
by  the  Lord  Advocate  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  was  going  to  treat 
the  "question.  He  did  not  know  why  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  should  call 
these  people  misguided.  Who  misguided 
them  ? 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  Some 
■  of  your  Party. 

♦Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  agitators  ever  having  gone 
to   Barra  to  mislead  the  people. 

Sir   J.    DEWAR:     I     am    the ""  only 
politician  who  visits  the  island  and  my 
.advice  to  them  is  not  to  break  the  law. 

Major    ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:       I 

meant  nothing  personal,  and  I  should  like 
to  apologise  if  I  gave  that  idea. 

♦Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  said  that  all 
through  the  debate  it  had  been  assumed  by 
speakers  on  the  other  side  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  somehow  to  blame  for  the  pre- 
sent position.  The  Government  had  no 
blame  whatever.  They  had  done  nothing 
to  mislead  except  by  trying  to  pass 
legislation  which  hon.  Cxent lemon  oppc^site 
had  helped  to  destroy.  That  was  the 
only  misleading  that  had  been  done  by 
the  Government,  and  he  did  not  think 
any  reasonable  person  would  say  that  that 
was  a  kind  of  thing  which  ought  to  be 
thrown  in  their  teeth.  The  hon.  Member 
lor  the  Universities  who  had  aroused  the 
Government  of  having  encouraged  these 
people  to  break  the  law  seemed  to  forget 
that  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
breaches  of  the  law  of  this  kind  hid  In^en 
j)erpetrated.     The  little  pamphlet  issued 

Major  AnHruther-ilray, 


by  the  friends  of  Lady  Cathcart  shoW 
that  the  same  kind  of  thing  had  been 
going  on  on  a  large  number  of  occasioiis 
before.  The  Government  had  no  responsi- 
bility and  he  thought  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  was  f ully  j  ustified  in  hisdiaclaimci 
of  any  intention  to  accept  the  responsi- 
bility. The  words  of  Sheriff  Wilson  in  hia 
Report  showed  that  these  unfortanate 
peqple  were  fully  justified  morally  in  the 
action  they  took.  Theyhad  no  other  coorse 
to  ad  opt.  It  made  one's  blood  boil  to  read 
the  kind  of  conditions  under  which  these 
unhappy  people  lived  in  this  island.  There 
was  a  clause  in  the  letter  which  Sfaerif 
Wilson  saw,  \vritten  by  Mr.  Macdonild, 
Lady  Cathcart's  local  factor,  to  a  cottar, 
which  really  showed  what  the  grievarne 
at  the  bottom  of  the  matter  was.  Tlie 
last  sentence  of  the  letter  was  this — 

"  If  you  persist  in  buildings  the  erection  vi!] 
be  pulled  down  forcibly,  or  Lady  Cathcan'« 
agents  will  take  immediate  action  against  yoo. 
as  house  building  by  cottars  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  is  no  longer  to  be  tolerated.'* 

They  were  living  in  insanitary  conditions. 
and  when  they  attempted  to  obtain  t 
spot  of  ground  on  which  they  could  liT« 
in  a  healthy  way  they  were  imprisoned 
for  contempt  of  Court.  Every  word  of  the 
Report  fully  justified  morally  the  action 
of  those  unhappy  people,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  have  an  indication  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  of  some  possihle  kind  of 
remedy. 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  foe 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  Ure,  Linlithgowshire) 
said  the  Papers  which  had  been  placed 
before  the  Committee  disclosed,  it  was 
said,  a  case  of  harsh  and  unjust  treatment, 
and  the  accusation  would  be  found  to 
rest  on  two  quite  separate  and  distinct 
grounds  which  it  was  eminently  desirable 
to  ke(»p  separate  and  distinct.*  The  first 
was  that  the  Government  had  refused 
to  put  in  operation  the  Tinkers  Act 
aprainst  certain  men  who  had  planted 
thirteen  plots  of  potatoes  on  two  acres  of 
f?round.  These  men  were  perfectly  well 
known  to  the  proprietress.  They  had 
been  born  and  bred  on  the  estate.  They 
were  not  tinkers,  but  sensible,  reasonable, 
<'ourteous  men  holding  the  view  that  if 
land  was  not  to  be  had  they  were  en- 
titled aj^'uiuvst  the  wishes  of  the  pro- 
])rietress  to  take  possession  of  it,  and  they 
were  the  men  against  whom  they  were 
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asked  to  take  criminal  proceedings,  and 
to  brand  as  criminals.  That  they  ab- 
solutely declined  to  do,  because  the 
offence  they  committed  was  quite  ob- 
viously a  civil  offence  for  which  the  law 
provided  ample  remedy.  If  the  pro- 
prietrix  took  steps  they  must  be  in  the 
Civil  Court.  It  was  said  they  would  be 
costly  and  troublesome,  but  that  was 
no  justification  whatever  for  the  Govern- 
ment taking  criminal  proceedings.  This 
proprietrix  was  in  exactly  the  same 
position  as  hundreds  of  other  proprietors, 
that  there  was  no  Sheriff's  Court  or 
Sheriff's  Officer  at  hand.  Secondly,  they 
were  told  that  this  proprietrix  deserved 
more  than  usual  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government  because  she  had 
carried  generosity  to  its  utmost  limit  in 
her  treatment  of  her  tenants.  But  that 
would  never  be  listened  to  for  a 
moment  as  a  ground  for  taking 
criminal  proceedings.  Upon  looking 
back  on  the  situation  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate and  he  were  satisfied  that  they  had 
come  to  a  right  conclusion  in  advising  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  that  this  was  not 
a  case  in  which  the  criminal  law  should 
be  set  in  motion.  He  did  not  deny  that 
they  took  a  much  wider  view  than  the 
mere  narrow  legal  aspect  of  the  question. 
They  had  naturally  to  consider  what  the 
effect  of  taking  criminal  proceedings 
would  be  upon  ^he  sentiment  and  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  and  whether  or  no 
taking  criminal  proceedings  held  out  any 
reasonable  hope  of  immediate  restoration 
of  law  and  order,  and  they  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  act  in  exactly  the 
opposite  way,  and  that  if  they  desired  to 
foment  exasperation  and  intensify  the 
feeling  of  injustice  and  wrong  which  these 
men  imdoubtedly  cherished  they  could 
not  take  a  surer  or  straighter  course 
than  to  call  in  the  police.  On  that 
resolution  they  looked  back  with  supreme 
satisfaction,  because  all  the  events  which 
had  subsequently  taken  place  justified 
it.  The  very  paltriness  of  the  remedy 
of  fourteen  days  imprisonment  or  20s. 
fine  was  enough  to  bring  the  whole 
thing  into  contempt  and  exasperate 
these  people.  If,  as  he  believed,  it 
was  the  object  of  Lady  Gordon  Cath- 
cart  and  her  advisers  to  impress  these  men 
with  the  serious  view  she  took  of  the 
situation,  proceedings  in  the  Civil  Court 
were  much  better  calculated  to  secure 
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that  end  than  calling  in  the  aid  of  the 
police.  The  Tinkers  Act  was  never 
intended  to  apply  to  such  a  case,  and  if  it 
had  been,  for  twenty-one  years  it  would 
have  been  applied  by  any  landed  pror 
prietor  in  the  outer  Hebrides  and  every 
crofter  would  be  liable  to  be  removed. 
The  second  accusation  against  the  Gov- 
ernment was  that  they  absolutely  refused 
to  give  compensation  to  the  tenant 
on  tae^  condition  of  his  surrendering 
his  lease.  A  clamorous  demand  had 
been  made  by  the  cottars  for  crofts  in 
Vatersay  and,  rightly  or  wrongly,  these 
men  had  asked  for  land  on  which  to 
cultivate  their  potatoes  and  feed  their 
cows,  and  they  planted  themselves  on  the 
ground.  The  Government  agreed  at  once 
to  pay  the  diminished  value  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  land  after  crofts  had  been 
carved  out  of  it,  but  thev  refused  to 
pay  a  wholly  undefined  and  indefinable 
sum  for  compensation,  which  should  be 
a  mere  bagatelle,  but  would  have  grown 
to  an  enormous  amount  if  it  were  biown 
that  the  Government  were  going  to  be 
responsible.  They  still  desired  that  the 
scheme  of  carving  out  crofts  should  be 
adopted  ultimately,  so  that  homes  might 
be  provided  for  the  cottars,  mth 
regard  to  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sutherland  where  a  sentence 
of  five  years  penal  servitude  had  been  im- 
posed, the  man  had  been  found  guilty  of 
one  of  the  gravest  offences  ever  brought 
before  a  Criminal  Court.  He  did  not 
think  the  punishment  was  unduly  severe 
under  the  circumstances.  The  evidence 
was  exceedingly  clear.  The  prisoner 
took  advantage  of  the  recent  Act,  and 
gave  evidence  on  his  own  behalf,  but  he 
was  nevertheless  found  guilty  by  the 
jury.  He  did  not  think  under  those 
circumstances  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
wrong  in  refusing  to  mitigate  the  sentence . 

Mr.  MORTON  :  Was  it  not  a  question 
of  the  handwriting  ? 

Mr.  URE  said  there  was  no  doubt 
whatever  about  the  handwriting. 

♦Mr.  COCHRANE  (AjTshire,  N.)  con- 
tended that  the  Trespass  Act  of  1865 
absolutely  fitted  the  case  under  dis- 
cussion. In  1891  a  similar  case  arose, 
and  the  raiders  were  brought  before  the 
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MhfrriiT,  who  naif!  thut  to  take  possesBion  '      *Mb.  COCHRANE  said  h6  did  not  vut 
of  IuimI  for  wliich  a  man  was  paying  rent .  to  criticise  them  too  severely.    Eb  vu 


wiiN  puro  rohhory.  Those  men  were  sent 
(o  prifKiii  for  fourteen  days,  and  the  raid 
niirio  to  nil  (uid.  That  was  a  far  more 
Hikt  iHfuc.tory  way  of  dctaling  with  a  case 
of  thn  kind  than  by  procedure  in  a  Civil 
Oourt,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  the 
iniMi  who  were  now  languishing  in  prison 
wJHhiMl  thai'  tlie  Lord  Advocate  had 
taken  the  view  of  Ids  predecessor,  and 
had  dtMilt  with  th<Mr  case  under  the 
TroHjuisH  Art,  with  itH  nuvxinium  penalty 
«)f  il  or  fourliMMi  ihvvH  imprisonment. 
I  In  wiirt  HurprintMl  at  the  argument  of 
tho  Solicit or-dnuTiil  for  Scotland  on  the 
ronipniMut  it>n  claim  of  tho  ttMiant.  "Why 
did  the  (Jovcrnmvnt  refuse  to  pay  com- 
pehHivlion  ti>  the  tenant  who  was  dis- 
possesHed  of  his  farm  i  The  Solicitor- 
(jeneral  said  it  wouhl  be  an  uudotined 
claim.  Not  l»>ng  ago  the  learned 
Attorney  (Jeueral  tt>ok  part  in  the  debate 
\ipon  tiie  Laud  Tenun*  Hill  of  UHU?. 
in  which  \\v>  fullest  pn>visions  were 
iiiserted  as  to  arbitration  for  a  tenant  in 
ivjjivrd  to  compensiition  for  being  deprived 
of  Ills  farm.  \Vas  \  hat  w  hat  t  he  Solicitor- 
iJer.enil  r.ow  called  an  ur.deiinod  claim 
\\her.  It  \\i\A  bee!i  made  the  subject  of 
'mW.\ ,\\\yK\  '  W hei;  \ Ue  ho-.i,  av.o.  learned 
Mciv.l 


ICl^H^C. 


I  hat  he 


he  would  see 
i .  •     V  Vv  s  •  •.  •. .  c  V  i    ii    \  c  vv     t\i  1  se    a ': .  a  1  »\s:  v 
c:v  >\.is  ;v  i:',sc  wl.cre  ;^  !c\,r.t  h.ul  hac. 
x'"c  '';;.r..  *^;;c  'cise  o*.  !;'.s  *.irv.\.     He  V.ac» 
i  *. » ;  1;  *.  ^  :  <'.,\  r  \'  j; ; :  \i\  v  *.  y  ;'i  ■.  -.  v ;  w  ;i  s  a  v.  \  i  v  >  u  s 

\x;.<  wiV.-.-.j:  :.^  j:i\c  •.: 
I*  « V.o'v  \\w\    c^'   V..;  c 


*.V.'." 


-.   c\v'; 


•  ^ . 


glad  to  see  that  the  Congested  Distiicti 
Board  were  endeavouring  to  do  some* 
thing  for  those  young  fellows.  They  W 
sent  over  100  of  them  to  cities  like  Glu- 
gow  and  Greenock  and  endeavoured  to 
apprentice  them  to  trades.  Those  young 
fellows  had  not,  however,  been  brought  up 
to  the  work,  and  they  were  inclined  to 
throw  it  up.  The  main  thing  that  vai 
wanted  to  encourage  this  e:!q>eiiment  vai 
more  money.  The  air  of  romance  whidi 
invested  the  crofters  had  characterised 
many  of  the  statements  made  by  hon. 
Members  opposite  during  the  debate,  in 
which  charges  had  been  made  that  couU 
not  be  substantiated  or  justified.  Even 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  had  made  the 
extraordinary  statement  that  his  principal 
reason  for  not  settling  with  the  tenant  as 
to  compensation  was  that  the  proprietor 
and  tenant  had  entered  into  a  new  lease 
and  that  they  should  not  have  entered 
into  a  new  lease  because  they  knew  per 
fectly  well  that  there  were  trespassen 
on  the  land. 

^IR.   SINCLAIR :    I   said   that  ther 
oi;terod  into  it  at  their  own  risk,  knowing 

all  tho  circumstances. 


♦Mr.  COCHRANE:  Exactly  so;  and 

lie  thw^jght  that  they  should  not  have 

e..:oro.i    i:;to    it    be^trause     they    knew 

:V.oy   wore   throAtened   with    trespaaen 

o v.v:  0,%: :lo  o::  The  lai.d.    Did  they  not  sko 

,,    k-..o-.v  :1;a:  there  ^ras  a  law  in  the  knd! 

A:   tho  or.d  of  a  lease  of  a    Sghlaod 

.<    -:.i:;^   t:',T:v*   the  laiidlord   had    to  tab 

.'.;t   :■-:    <:.vr^   stock  at    a    valuation, 

:  V  A  »:-.:>tv^:::  which  had  gmwn  up  an 

..::.:'..  .a!    vAluAtioz    was   put    upon  the 

:.•    >  wv      s:vv'x.      It     WAS      called      the 

;*i»v..".v.^:".na::.:;  vi-u-e,  A!id  it  $nmetinKB 

;  v\\  .V  .:  :>.:    Avf^il  vilue  of  the   flocL 

^'..  V  .-,  V.\:. ..;-.-..'.  *.v^r.>rl  had  been  mined 

.  :       .-;.:  >o      rlr  h.^rvd  thtp  Secretuy 

■  >•  '    ^    -     -  ...l  ^At*  a  fair  and  jn^ 

*--.^">:T.     Th-*y  viera  asked 

■    •    >       :.>J^z*ra:  whether  their 

-         '       >-     ■  ^:  :-■;  jJk'v-rasieat  shoiild 

:-.".:-aI   roMMdis^K.    His 

■•  •  i-fc*  wme  inaaj 

^  ■    "-*iv»    been   takm 

:      .  ;"^i;  pmMding^. 


197 


Supply. 


(25  June  1908} 


Supply. 


198 


What  happened  in  Vatersay  ?  Lady 
Gk>rdon  Cat  he  irt  arraii;^ed  with  tHe  ten- 
ant of  Vatersay  to  let  twenty  acres  of 
land  for  potatoes.  In  a  letter  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Beard  dated  15th  March, 
1906,  it  was  pointed  out  that  "The 
ten*»nt  re'iied  oi  the  Ooveniment  pre- 
veninj;:  anv  invasion  of  his  farm  such  as 
h*'d  been  publicly  threatened."  The 
agitation  fo:  more  land  continued, 
and  Lady  Cathcart  relied  on  the 
Government  preventing  the  invasion 
of  the  farm  and  protecting  the 
farmer.  When  the  land  was  sei2ed  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  had  an  oppor- 
tunity for  saying  to  these  people  in 
plain  language  that  their  action  was 
illegal  in  invading  the  land,  and  that 
the  Government  would  not  support 
them  in  such  action.  When  asked  to 
put  the  matter  before  the  people  in 
that  way,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
absolutely  refused  to  take  that  course. 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  also 
farmed  land  in  Scotland,  and  they  were 
threatened  wnth  trespass.  A  meeting 
was  held  at  which  a  resolution  was 
passed  that  a  raid  should  be  made  on 
the  farm  of  Kilmuir.  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  was  asked  by  the  intending 
raiders  in  the  most  naif  manner 
whether  he  approved  of  this  raid, 
and  the  reply  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  a  curious  commentary 
on  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  He 
said  that  the  illegal  seizure  of  land  could 
receive  no  assent  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government  and  would  entail  most 
serious  consequences.  In  that  case  the 
land  was  the  property  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.  He  had  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  exact  words,  but 
that  was  a  paraphrase  of  what  he  said. 
That  was  wise  action  to  take,  and  he 
believed  it  had  a  most  salutary  effect. 
These  people  were,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
deterred  from  taking  the  action  which 
they  intended  to  take.  Why  did  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  case 
of  Lady  Cathcart's  land  give  the  Vatersay 
people  the  same  strenuous  warning  as 
was  given  in  the  case  of  those  who 
proposed  to  take  the  land  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  ?  Lady  Cathcart 
asked  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  or 
the  Lord  Advocate  to  put  do^n  lawless- 
ness and  protect  the  tenant,  or  to  pur- 
chase  the   farm   and   compensate   him. 


Exactly  the  same  words  were  used 
by  the  sheriff  who  was  sent  down  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  Then  Lady 
Cathcart  said  while  the  civil  action 
was  pending  that  she  desired  to  make 
a  final  effort  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
so  that  these  misguided  people  might 
be  saved  the  penalties  which  would  be 
imposed  by  the  Court.  Some  vague 
and  unsatisfactory  proposals  were  made 
in  regard  to  the  sheep  stock.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  said  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
would  be  prepared  to  purchase  at  a 
valuation.  Lady  Cathcart  had  been  in 
the  same  predicament  before.  She  sold 
some  land  which  was  to  be  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  crofters,  but  the  crofters 
would  not  take  it  up.  She  had  to  com- 
pensate the  tenant,  and  take  over  the 
sheep  stock  at  a  valuation  and  the  Board 
did  not  pay  her  back.  Then  there  was 
an  unfortunate  experience  in  regard  to  a 
school,  and  the  result  was  that  Lady 
Cathcart  had  to  provide  the  school 
herself.  Li  regard  to  all  these  matters 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  perhaps, 
hardly  dealt  in  a  generous  manner  with 
Lady  Cathcart.  He  thought  the 
tenant  came  extraordinarily  well 
out  of  the  whole  circumstances. 
The  tenant  said  he  was  willing  to  renounce 
the  lease  if  he  got  compensation,  and  a 
price  for  the  sheep  on  his  tenancy  after 
valuation  by  arbitration.  He  thought 
those  were  very  reasonable  terms.  More- 
over, the  tenant  said  he  was  willing  to 
come  to  Edinburgh  to  see  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  or  any  member  of  the  Board 
and  explain  his  terms.  That  was  a 
fair  and  reasonable  proposal.  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  gave  a  blank  negative  ; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
largely  and  seriously  to  blame  for  all  that 
had  subs(MjU'^.ntly  taken  place.  Lady 
Gordon  Cathcart  was  perfectly  right 
in  what  she  said.  She  was  not 
prepared  to  compensate  the  tenant 
because  she  did  not  wish  to  remove 
him ;  and  he  did  not  see  why  she 
should  be  called  upon  to  make  an 
experiment  which  she  had  every  reason 
to  apprehend  would  be  a  failure.  That 
was  her  past  experience,  and  he  hoped, 
from  something  that  had  fallen  from  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  that  he  might 
alter  his  mind  on  this  point  about  paying 
compcnf\ation.    He  regretted  some  things 
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had  treated  that  Act  as  applicable  to  the 
present  circumstances.  The  Act  did  not 
apply  to  a  case  of  disputed  possession 
which  involved  a  question  of  heritable 
right.  The  Act  u'as  dealt  with  by  Pro- 
fessor Rankine.  It  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  strolling  tinkers, 
gipsies  and  others,  squatting  Avithout  per. 
mission.  Accordingly,  the  law  stepped  in  to 
give  a  short  and  effective  remedy  for  cases 
of  temporary  nuisance ;  but  this  little  Act 
of  Parliament  in  1865  did  not  upset  the 
entire  law  of  Scotland,  and  he  was  bound. 


Suppfy.  yu 

Justice  Clerk,  had  said  in  a  case  similv 
to  this  on  the  floor  of  the  House — 

"  What,"  ho  said,  '*  la  the  neceaaaiy  cam^ 
quenoe?  The  necessary  ooziBeqaence  is  thu 
every  man  must  defend  his  own  property,  or 
we  mnst  turn  every  perBon  who  can  be  emn 
to  be  a  trespasser  into  a  crimiiiaL  The  Uwin 
thia  free  country  says  '  no '  to  that." 

He  was  treated  as  an  abettor  of  (& 
order  because  he  declined  to  say  "yei" 
to  that  to  which  his  distinguished  pre- 
decessor declared  the  answer  to  be  "  na'' 
Ho  asked  what  the  position  of  the  Lord- 
Advocate  was  in  reference  to  the  holder  d 


in   advising  His   Majesty's  Government '  ^bo  office  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotlani 

The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  Seen- 
tury  for    Scotland   when   the    last  pro- 
nouncement was  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  was  confronted^  as  hii 
right  hon.   friend  was  now  confronted 
with  a  disturbance  of  this  kind.     Did  h« 
tcilk  of  the  Trespass  Act  and   enter  into 
all  this  pettifogging  argument  about  it] 
Not  at  all.     He  rose  and  said  tlut  all 
the  whole  law  and  gospel — ^he  was  paiir 
phrasing  in  a  Scottish  way — on  the  subject 
had    lieen    declared  by  Lord   Advoctte 
Maodonald  in  the  passage  he  had  jott 
road  to  the  Committee.     He  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  when  he  chai^ 
I  ho     Government     through     his    i^ 
hon.  iriond  and  himself,  with  aiding-  and 
ahouius:  iiisorder  might,  notwithstanding 
hi<    w.^niorfvJ    fund  of   obKvion,   have 
approval  of  the  law  as  laid 
$-.*.ur.ar  occasion.     It  was  nola 
As  Secretary  for  Scotlmd 
:cd   :: v.ubles  of  this  kind. 
.   a:x\:   many   troubles  in 
y  ^1  .^ri:>n  Cathcart's  estate 
:h?  :ro-.;b!es  had  continued 
\.r::^  ;he  time  the^  Mij^t 
v.    \*.v>     Leader   of    tiw 
v.r  ,  .:>  >^:rure8  of  landtmA 
.^ .  K . :  rides,  at  Vatenay, 
*•     ^'  '.iiiirrr    (Barra),    n| 
^>i   Bomiah  (soutk 


and  his  right  hon.  friend,  to  deal  with 
the  law  of  Scotland  as  it  was  found  by 
legal  authority.  The  Lord  Justice  Clerk 
(Moncreiff)  who  long  held  the  high  office 
he  now  filled,  knew  the  whole  question 
of  social  dieorder  well ;  and,  in  the  case  of 
Her  Maje-^ty's  Advocate  v.  Macrae  :ind 
others,  on  the  Bench  laid  it  down  that — 

**Tre!«pti3s  cim>titutes  in  thw  general  cast*  a 
civil  wrouu'  and  not  a  cTiiniDal  act ;  anil  the 
l>roj>rieti t's  ivnu-dy  i>  hy  rivil  wrii  or  aotion 
for  dauuLcos." 

Accordingly,  it  ho  had  voniured  to  up.sol 
the  law  of  tho  land  as  laivl  down  by  high 
authoritios  in  order  to  suit  iho  wn- 
venienoo  of  any  individual  landownor 
in  the  wholo  oi  biwui  Sci^ilaud.  ho  could 
imagine  no  ono  who  would  Iuino  boon 
more  eloquoni  than  tho  Loader  o!  \\\c 
OpjK>sition  iu  chai":;iu;;  him  with  h:i\  iu:; 
violaieil  tho  law  a:ul  oi\ior  and  sv»\i;'.a 
precodoiu  atid  with  haMih;  o\oi\'.sod  ilie 
law  in  an  opproNsixo  ;>iix:  t\i.u»nu..l 
manner.  Thoy  know  thai  l.**  ^.M.a  !i.i\,« 
laid  it  on  in  Uus^uak^o  o!  \\\.ii  k.ua 
Having  doalt  with  tho  i^ixv^toi.  '.  i\\\,«; 
on  landownorship  in  Sc\»ilaud  a^.i  iV.. 
groatost  I.iuhI  .\d\vuato  m«  la»  a-»  ion  i  .  . 
otUoo  and  kiu)wlod>;o  oi  Mvial  o««u\Uuou 
wore  oonooriuHl,  lio  liad  no\t  to  luid  wUw 
tho  s^roatost  nia.H(oi  ot  tho  ruiuuiid  I  nt 
in  Soothind  no>\  h\uii;,  tho  p\^«aoi\(   \  s\\\\ 
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west),  in  North  Uist  and  in  Harris,  and 
in  none  of  these  cases  was  the  oriminal 
law  brought  into  play  by  him.  The 
eivil  law  was  alone  employed,  and  in 
every  instance  employed  effectually. 
Looking  back,  therefore,  he  could  say 
that  had  he  violated  the  authorities  as 
laid  down,  he  would  have  been  met  with 
a  further  precedent  and  would  have  been 
advising  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to 
adopt  the  course  which  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  predecessors  he  could  have 
had  declined  to  adopt  in  similar  circum- 
stances. So  far,  therefore,  from  aiding  and 
abetting  the  violation  of  the  law,  l^e  had 
upheld  the  law  and  practice  of  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland.  Of  that  action  he  had 
no  repentance.  There  was  a  great  body 
of  authority  for  the  advice  he  gave; 
there  was  authority  approved  in  practice 
and  in  deed  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion himself.  They  now  had  to  consider 
the  situation  of  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart. 
He  was  sorry  to  say  she  had  taken 
imibrage  because  he  had  said  that  her 
relations  with  her  tenants  were  unfor- 
tunate. Could  any  human  language 
have  been  more  moderate  in  describing 
the  situation  1  If  they  had  not  been  un- 
fortunate, why  were  they  debating  this 
question  1  This  was  not  a  single  instance, 
it  was  the  culminaticm  of  a  long  series  of 
imfortunate  relations  between  her  and 
her  tenants.     She  might  be  all  right  and  i 
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tion  against  her  own  people,  contrary  to 
the  advice  tendered  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  The  Papers  showed  that  the 
lady  was  determined  to  have  the  Gh>vem*- 
ment  proceed,  not  according  to  the  advice 
of  the  law  oflficers  of  the  Crown,  but 
according  to  her  own  lawyer's  advice. 
And  if  the  House  would  look  on  page  5 
of  that  document  they  would  see  how 
that  was  borne  out.  He  knew  quite  well 
that  when  this  veil  was  removed  there 
would  be  a  good  deal  of  disturbance,  and 
that  was  the  reason  he  did  not  wish  it 
removed.  This  was  the  request  made  by 
these  lawyers — 

"  In  our  letter  to  you  of  the  14th  March, 
1906,  in  which  we  requested  the  €k>verniaent  to 
take  action  under  the  Trespass  Aol  to  put 
down  the  lawless  movement  then  in  its 
beginning,  we  pointed  out  that  civil  process 
was  ineffective,  difficult  and  expensive,  while 
proceedings  at  the  instance  of  the  criminal 
authority  could  be  easily  taken." 


He  was  surprised  that  any  Member  of 
the  House  holding  any  sense  of  responsi- 
bility should  sanction  for  a  moment  the 
suggestion  by  one  subject  of  the  Crown 
that  others  should  be  treated  as  criminalsy 
contrary  to  advice  tendered  to  the 
Crown  and  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
given  by  his  own  lawyers  in  order  to  save 
expense  and  trouble.  That  was  what 
actually  happened.  He  need  not  point 
to  the  futility  of  the  Trespass   Act  in 


such  a  situation.  If  they  fined  them 
they  might  be  all  wrong,  but  whoever  |  over  and  over  again  the  question  would 
was  responsible,  these  relations  were  un-  '  have  been  exactly  where  it  was  and  i^ 


fortunate,  and  that  was  what  he  had 
said.  He  had  been  asked  what  he  meant 
l)y  saying  that  he  was  sorry  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  removed  the  veil 
of  secrecy  from  the  transaction.  He 
would  tell  the  Committee.  Lady  Gordon 
Cathcart — and  when  he  used  that  lady's 
name  he  meant  her  lawyers — through  her 
agent  demanded  that  the  Government 
should  put  tiie  criminal  law  into  opera- 


would  afiford  no  settlement  on  general 
lines.  The  gravamen  of  the  complaint  was 
not  altogether  the  Trespass  Act,  but 
they  wanted  prompt  and  effective  and 
strong  action.  Did  the  Committee  realise 
what  that  meant  1  Did  it  mean  a  gun- 
boat 1  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
silent  about  that.  Did  it  mean  ther 
importation  of  troops  ?  All  these  thii^ 
were  possible,  but  what  they  had  done 
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had  been  far  more  effective.  They  had 
referred  the  proprietress  to  the  civil 
remedy.  She  had  taken  it,  and  now,  at 
this  moment,  ten  men  were  in  piison  for 
two  months  in  consequence. 


Mr.    YOUNGER:    That 
worse  than  the  other  remedy. 


IS 


surely 


Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  They 
get  sixty  days  instead  of  fourteen. 

♦Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  that  his 
hon.  friend  did  not  seem  to  understand 
that  the  other  course  would  not  have 
been  effective  because  it  would  have 
settled  nothing,  whereas  now  they  had 
the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Let  the  Committee  picture  the  situation. 
Year  after  year  these  people  had  made 
an  appeal  to  their  landlord  for  more  land. 
There  were  nearly  2,500  people  in  Barra, 
while  on  Vatersay,  across  the  sound,  with 
nearly  3,000  acres  of  land,  there  were  only 
thirteen  people.  For  a  matter  of  a  quarter 
of  a  century  their  demand  had  continued. 
The  parish  council  on  its  election  took  a 
large  share  in  endeavouring  to  put  into 
effect  the  Allotments  Act  of  1892.  They 
appealed  to  the  county  council  of  Inver- 
ness. The  county  council  sent  down  a 
commission  which  was  nine  days  on  the 
spot,  and  unanimously  reported  in  favour 
of  land  being  granted,  there  being, 
according  to  the  verdict  of  that  commis- 
sion, land  available.  From  that  moment 
till  now  eleven  years  had  elapsed,  and 
the  county  council  had  done  nothing,  and 
these  people  had  been  left,  driven 
almost  to  desperation  by  the  action  or 
inaction  of  the  county  council. 


Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON:  Does! 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  no  | 
land  has  been  given  out  for  small  holdings  I 
in  the  last  thirteen  years  1  I 

Mr,  Thonias  Shaw. 


{COMMONS}  Supply.  V» 

♦Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  he  had 
said  nothing  of  the  sort.     He  said  tk 
these  people  wanted  land  in  the  Uand 
of    Vatersay,  that     the    county  cound 
and  parish  council   and   the  sheriff  aE 
thought   they   ought    to    have   it;  the 
landlord     thought     they     should   not, 
they  had  not  received  it  to  this  day,  ind 
they  would  not  receive  it  until  there  w« 
legislative  power  to  impose  compoUon. 
He  protested  against  the  assertion  (hit 
they  had  done  anything  in  any  way  to 
impair  law  and  order.     He   asked  the 
House,  was  he  right  to  decline  the  reqneR 
that  he  should  have  the  criminal  law  pot 
into  operation  ?    Was  he  right  to  dedine 
to  give  advice  that  a  gunboat  or  the 
military  should  be  sent  1     Was  he  right 
to    refer    the    proprietress    to    her  civS 
remedies  1    Lady  Gordon  Cathcart  hid 
after    all    taken    his    advice.     She  had 
brought  her  interdict  and   her  petidoo 
for  breach  of  interdict,  and   she  eould 
not  have  moved  a  step  in  that  direction 
without  his  consent  as  Lord   Advocate. 
She  had  appealed  for  his  consent,  and 
in  five  minutes  she  had  got  it^  and  he 
stood  thus  absolved.    And,  therefore,  he 
had  assisted  in  the  operation  which  alone 
was  the    legal    operation.     When   that 
was  done  and  the  petition  was  lodged  in 
Court  on  January  15th,  on  January  17tk 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman    used   thii 
language  in  regard  to  a  case  pending 
before    the    Court.      The    right     hon. 
Gentleman,  he  would  take   it^  did  not 
know  it,  but  it  was  a  fact.     The  petitioa 
was  raised  on  the  15th  January,  service 
was  made  on  the  16th  January,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  was  de- 
livered on  the  17th  January.    ["Na"]   It 
would  not  do  to  deny  a  fact. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  It  reaUy  wm 
not  a  case  pending  in  the  ordinazy  senae. 
There  was  no  question  of  fact  befoTB  m- 
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CJourt  in  regard  to  which  anything 
which  either  I  or  anybody  else  could 
say  could  pervert  justice.     [**  Oh  1 "] 


Supply. 


2ia 


♦Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  said  .according 
to  that  it  came  to  be  an  argument  as 
to  what  was  the  kind  of  question  before 
the  Court.    That  was  not  the  point.     The 
point  was  that  there  was  a  question  ;  the 
case  in  short  was  subjudice.     It  was  with 
regard  to  people  accused  that  the  language 
was   used   that  they   had   committed  a 
gross  outrage,   that  they  had    not  the 
least  "  legal  or  moral  justification,"  and  he 
said  that  that  was  language  which  Courts 
of  the  realm  might  have  had  to  take  very 
serious  notice  of.    He  had  been  reproached 
by  the  Member  for  the  Newton  division 
that  he  did  not  advise  a  remission  of  the 
sentence.     But  this  case  was  a  curious 
case,  in  that  the  sentence  had  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  Court  in  a  matter  of 
contempt,  and  one  could  not,  according  to 
precedent,  interpose  in  that  matter.     It 
would  be  most  irregular  for  the  Executive 
to  interfere  with  the  traditional  functions 
of  Judges  in  that  way.     And  if  even  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  conduct  in  pre- 
judicially   commenting   on    a    case    sub 
judice   had  been  called  in  question,  and 
something    had    happened    to    him    in 
consequence — with  the  best  will  in  the 
world  ho  could  not. have  interposed.     Ad- 
ministratively the  Government  had  held 
law  and  order  absolutely  sacred.     With 
regard  to  the  legal  position,  he  signed  a 
petition   and  did    everything    that   was 
necessary,   and  ho  had   advised  in  that 
sense.  As  liis  conduct  had  been  challenged, 
it  was  only  right  to  say  that,  so  far  back 
as  March,   1906,   very  shortly   after  he 
assumed    office,    a   resolution    was    sent 
to  him  from  a  meeting   of   the  crofters 
of  lachdar  district  accompanied  by  reports 
of    the    language   used  at   the  meeting 
suggestive  of  possible   violation  of  the 
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law,  and  he  thought  it  right  to  say  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  in  which  he  tendered  his 
advice  with  all  who  had  influence  with 
the  people  in  the  district  "  that  they  should 
confine  themselves  to  the  assertion  and 
agitation   of   their  demands,  but  in  no 
respect  whatever  attempt  to   take   the 
law  into  their  own  hands  or  do  anything 
which  might  either  cause  or  provoke  a 
breach  of  public  order."     It  was  in  those 
circumstances  and  with  that  record  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
Government  had  encouraged  these  people 
to  break  the  law.  It  was  too  bad ;  and  he 
asked  the  House  to  support  him  in  that. 
The  accusation  was  wholly  unfounded  and 
there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
the  assertion — and  he  hoped  in  his  term  of 
office  there  never  would  be — that  he  had 
in  any   respect   countenanced   a  breach 
of  the  law  or  of  order  in  this  country. 
They  had  in  a  difficult  time  been  called 
upon  to  hold  evenly  the  scales  of  justice, 
and  he  contended  they  had  done  it  with 
absolute  impartiality.      He  did  not  much 
care  to  refer  to  the  time-worn  argument 
of  law  and  order  in  such  circumstances. 
Those    who    attempted    to    defend    an 
autocracy  of  this  nature,  had  they  not  a 
great    responsibility    for    their    words  ? 
Then  with   regard  to  the  present  pro- 
prietress, he  was  quite  certain  that  if  she 
went  to  this  estate,  even  for  one  hour,  and« 
saw  these  people  her  policy  would  change, 
and  change  at  once.     But  if  these  people 
were  in  their  present  position  from  not 
obeying  the  law,  it  was  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  law  was  maintained,  and  main- 
tained impartially.       He  did  not  wish  to 
say  one  single  hard  word,  but  in  the  three 
minutes,  which  was  all    the    time    that 
remained  to  him,  he  would  remind  this 
landed  proprietress  that  the  further  im- 
prisonment of  these  men  lay  not  with  him, 
not  even  with  the  Court,  but  with  her 
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alono.  If  she  wished  for  modification  of 
their  imprisonment,  and  expressed  her 
wish  that  the  imprisonment  of  these  men 
should  no  longer  be  continued,  the  men 
would  at  once  be  liberated  according  to 
practice.  He  hoped  she  would  take  that 
step.  He  hoped  that  another  thing  would 
be  done,  that  on  both  sides  of  this  dispute 
there  would  be  a  desire  to  come  to  some 
arrangement  under  which  these  properties 
could  be  developed  under  conditions  which 
both  sides  would  recognise  as  equitable. 
The  recent  negotiations  had  yielded 
nothing  except  the  demand  that  the  entire 
island — in  fact,  three  islands  of  the 
Hebrides — should  be  bought  from  her  and 
broken  up  before  she  Avould  allow  any  of 
these  people  the  chance  of  being  planted 
upon  their  plots  of  land.  He  hoped  that 
Lady  Cathcart  would  incline  towards 
peace.  The  Grovernment  had  sustained 
the  law.  That  peace  and  order  might 
prevail— that  was  his  desire,  but  it  would 


never  have  prevailed  if  he  had  viohtal 
those  great  precedents  to  which  he  hal 
referred  or  if  he  had  sanctioned  a  coon 
absolutely  unjustified  by  the  history  rf 
our  Courts. 

Mr.  weir  asked  if  he  was  right  ii 
assuming  that  there  was  a  motion  bebn 
the  Committee  to  reduce  the  whole  Vote. 
—[Cries  of  "Divide,  diFide."]  Than 
Avere  various  other  matters 

JMr.  EUGENE  WASOX  rose  in  Ui 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  ^'  That  th 
(Question  be  now  put." 

Question,  '<  That  the  Question  be  nov 
put/'  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''That  a  sob 
not  exceeding  J&10,600  be  granted  for 
the  said  service." 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes,  53; 
Noes,  175.     (Division  List  Na  138.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reyncll 
Anstruthcr-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Balcarros,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.  A.  J.(City  T^nd) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barric.  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
CJjirlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord*  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  I^:>rd  R.  (Marylobone,E.) 
Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 


AYES. 

Collings,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Fell,  Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Forster,  Henrv  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gooch,  Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hardy,  T-^urenco(  K('nt ,  Ashf  o  rd 
Helmsley,  ViscoTmt 
Houston,  Robert  Patorson 
Kennaway,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  JohnH. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
l^ne-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lockwooii,  Rt.Hn.Lt..rol.A.R. 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 


MacCaw,  William  J.  MjusGei^ 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Moorcf,  William 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(F^tenfidd) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Konaldshay,  Earl  ox 
Starkoy,  John  R. 
Staveloy.Hill,Henry  (Staffik) 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chiohester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell.  (Lantd[) 
Thornton,  Ptorcy  M. 
Williama,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Younger,  Geoz^ 

Tellsbs  tor  thb  Ayxs— Sir 
Alexander  Aoland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia^ 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Ains worth,  J(»hn  Stirling 
Allen,  A. Acland  (Christohuruh) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
]Jalfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Barinjr,  G<xlfrey  (Isle  of  Wipht) 
Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Smmersct 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  (J.  N. 
)Jarran,  Ij-jwlaml  Hir-;t 

Mr,  Th'fiiHi^  Shaw. 


NOES. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

l^arrv,  Redmond  J. ('rvnme  ,N.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Benn,W.(T*w'rHaiiil«^Ls,S.G  CO. 

iiowerman,  C  W. 

Brace,  William 

Branch,  James 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Bryco,  J.  Annan 

Ruohannn,  Thomns  Ryburn 

IJyles,  William  Pollnrd 


Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
( Viuston,Rt.Hn.RicliardKn]ght 
( Mieetham,  John  Frederiok 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.B. 

( 'lough,  William 

Coblwld,  Folix  Thomley 

( '<)llins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pluions,W 

Coojier,  G.  J. 

( Orbett.C  H  {Su8sex,E.Grinat'd 

( 'ory.  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cremor,  Sir  William  i^m^i^i 


Comfonies  (Consolidation)    {26  Jinm  1908} 
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1^,  William  J. 

tl^  James  Henr^ 

M^ayid(Montgomer7  Go) 

n,  Joseph 

T,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  8.) 

r.  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemes»>8h.) 

nson,  W.  H.(St.Panora8,N 

1,  John 

worth,  James 

an,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

bids,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

ne,  David  G. 

:,  R.  W. 

mont,  George  Bimie 

3tt,  R.  Lacey 

18,  T.  R. 

les,  Hon.  Eustace 

ay,  Alexander 

r,  John  Michael  F. 

^H. 

jr,  Thomas 

ard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

I  wood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

th,  Ellis  J. 

nd,  John  W. 

an,Rt  Hn  Si  rW.  Brampton 

3urt,  Robert  V.(Montroee) 

IS  worth,  Cecil  B.  (WoroV.) 

18 worth,  R  L.(Caithn*ss-sh 

ey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 

erson,  J.  M.  ( Aberd6en,W, 

erson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

im,  John  Sharp 

rt.  Sir  Robert 

ouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

e,  John 

,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

iman,  Emslie  John 

ird,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

on,  Walter 

T.  H.  W. 
Qc,  Sir  J.  '! 

n8,  J. 
t,  Michael 
sdch.  Sir  George 
e,  Thomas  Michael 

Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
iw,  Robert 


Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Maodonald,  J.  R.  (Leioester) 
Maodonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Maopherson,  J.  T. 
MaoVeaffh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 
MaoVei^Charles  (Donegal,E.) 
M*Callum,  John  M. 
M*Crae,  George 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (SUflford,  W.) 
M'Micldng,  Biajor  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Marks,G.Ooydon  (Launceston) 
Massie,  J. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Murray,Capt.Hn  A  C.(Kincard) 
Murray,  fames  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
Nicholson,Charles  N.(Donca8t*r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
NutUU,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
0'Donnell,T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
Partington,'  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Philippe,  Owen'C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  8.) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,  Robert  John  (Norfolk,E) 


Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.^ 
Rainy,  A.  RoUand 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richards,  T.  F.(  Wolverh'mpt'af 
Ridsdale,  £.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Scott,  A.H.(  Ashton  under  Lyne 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thompson,  J  W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wason,RtHn.E.(Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pa^cras,  S.) 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Tbllebs  fob  the  Noes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


iginal  Quostion  again  proposed. 

id,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the 
i,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
J  his  Report  to  the  House. 

unmittee  report  progress ;  to  sit 
I  upon  Monday  next. 


[ONAL  xMILITAUY  TRAINING  HILL. 

der  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
arged.     Bill  withdrawn. 


COMPANIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL 
[Lords],  POST  OFFICE  (CONSOLIDA- 
TION) BILL  [Lords],  AND  STATUTE 
LAW^  REVISION  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  so  much  of  the  Lords 
Message  [18th  June]  as  relates  to  the 
Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  [Lords], 
Post  Office  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords], 
and  Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [Lords], 
be  now  coasidered. — {Mr.  Joseph  Pease,) 

Lords'  Message  considered  accordingly. 

Ordered,  that  a  Select  Committee,  of 
seven  Members  be  appointed  to  join  with 
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{COMMONS} 


of  (he  House. 


a  Committee  of  the  Lords,  as  mentioned 
in  their  Lordships'  Message  of  18th  June, 
to  consider  the  Companies  (Consolida- 
tion) Bill  [Lords],  Post  Office  Consolida- 
tion  Bill  [Lords],  and  Statute  Law 
Revision  Bill  [Lords]. 

Committee  accordingly  nominated  of — 
Mr.  Beale,  Mr.  Cave,  Mr.  Arnold 
Herbert,  Mr.  HDls,  Mr.  Kavanagh,  Mr. 
Solicitor-General,  and  Mr.  Stewart- 
Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

Ordered,  ''  That  a  Message  be  sent  to 
the  Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith, 
and  to  request  that  their  Lordships  will 
be  pleased  to  add  two  Lords  to  the  said 
Joint  Committee." — {Mr.  Joseph  Pease,) 


SCOTTISH  ESTIMATES. 
On  the  Motion  for  adjournment, 

Mr.  PIRIE  asked  whether,  in  view  of 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  had  precluded  discussion  of 
several  Scottish  subjects  on  the  Vote  for 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
the  Patronage  Secretary  would  make 
representations  to  the   Prime    Minister 

with  the  view  of  giving  another  day  for  1 1~'^~^^^^  y^  ^^ry  glad  to   convey  tk 
the  discussion  of  Scottish  Supply.    Not  a  -  ^.^^^    ^^  ^^^   Members  to  the    Prima 
word  of  discussion  had  taken  place  upon 
the  administration  of  the  ten  boards  that 


Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  BkcUiiaBt 
said  he  desired  to  raise  the  qnestioDii 
the  unemployed  in  Olaggow  who  k 
thought  had  a  substantial  grieyiBei 
against  the  Scottish  Office  and  the  Lml 
Government  Board.  He  hoped  At 
Government  would  give  them  an  oppor 
tunity  of  discussing  these  very  importnt 
matters. 

Mr.  MORTON  said  that  no  opport»  j 
ity  had  yet  been  given  them  todJaaBJ 
the  question  of  the  trawlers,  and  k| 
hoped  another  day  would  be  given. 


Mr.  C.  E.  PRICE  (Edinbuigh,  C» 
tral)  complained  that  the  Report  d  th 
Scottish  Local  Government  Board  U 
only  oeen  issued  that  morning,  and  tin  1 1 
it  appeared  to  Scottish  MembenttiB*J 
there  was  a  deliberate  intention  od  tti 
part  of  the  Scottish  Office  to  deprive  th 
Scottish  Members  of  opportunitiei  tor 
discussion.  That  was  not  fair,  and  ilil 
happened  again  next  year,  he  would  look 
upon  it  as  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  th» 
Scottish  Office  to  prevent  the  Comnuttn 
exercising  that  control  which  it  hid  i 
right  to  exercise. 

♦The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECBE- 
TARY  TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease,    Essex,    Saffron    Walden)  nd 


views 

Minister,  and  whilst  it  must  be  obviov 

to  the  House  he  could  not  promise  it 

came  under  the  Scottish  Office,  and  he  I  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^.^^^j.  ^  ^^ole  or  even  biK 


hoped  another  day  would  be  given. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) 
strongly  supported  this  request  in  view  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject  to  be  dis- 
cussed on  the  Fishery  Board  Vote.  It 
would  be  lamentable  if  no  further  oppor- 
tunity was  given  to  discuss  other  impor- 
tant subjects. 


a  day,  yet  in  the  event  of  a  general 
desire  being  expressed  th^t  further  tima 
should  be  afforded  for  the  diacuenonof 
Scottish  Estimates  he  had  no  doubt  it 
would  be  favourably  considered  by  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Ad j earned  at  twenty-two  ndnatn 
after  Eleven  o'olook. 


317 


Questions, 


{26  June  1908} 


Questions, 


218 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  26<A  June,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the 
Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lordsl — Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill;  London 
United  Tramways  Bill— Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  District) 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  11) 
Bill ;  Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill. — 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Local  (government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  10)  Bill— As 
amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  upon  Monday  next. 


PETITIONS. 


CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour :  From  Harrogate ; 
and  Medwyn  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COAL    MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)    (No.  2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Middlesbrough 
(two) ;  and,  Shipowners  of  the  City  of 
London  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Thurso,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petition  ff^m  Cirencester,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petition  from  Harrogate,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Clackmannan,  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CXCI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Petition  of  Free  Watermen,   etc.,   of 
the  river  Thames,  against,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  BILL. 
Petition  from  St.  Pancras,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


NATIONAL     GUARANTEE     FOR     THE 
WAR  RISKS  OF  SHIPPING. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
a  National  Guarantee  for  the  War  Risks 
of  Shipping;  with  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POST   OFFICE    (CHANGES  IN  WAGES, 

ETC.). 

Copies  ordered,  "  of  the  Post  OflBco 
Circulars  announcing  changes  in  the  wages 
and  conditions  of  service  of  Post  Office 
Servants  in  connection  with  the  Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  Post  Office 
Servants." — (Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Proceedings  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  what  is 
the  result  of  the  proceedings  under  thcJ 
Land  Purchase  Acts  of  1885  and  1888  ; 
how  much  land  has  been  sold,  or  agreed 
to  be  sold,  under  these  Acts,  and  how 
much  money  has  been  actually  advanced  ; 
what  is  the  general  result  of  proceedings 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of  1881 
and  1896 ;  what  is  the  amount  actually 
issued  under  these  Acts,  or  agreed  to  bo 
issued  under  the  Acts ;  wbat  is  tho 
general  result  of  the  proceedings  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1903 ;  what 
sum  has  actually  been  issued  or  advanced  ; 
what  is  the  total  amount  of  agreements 
lodged  under  all  headings  for  the  purchase 
of  land  under  this  Act ;  how  much  money 
have  the  Land  Commission  actually  in 
hand  at  present ;  what  is  the  total  value 
of  the  estates  still  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
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Quesiums. 


Lnnd  Commission  in  respect  of  which 
advances  have  not  been  issued  or 
sanctioned ;  and  how  much  sinking  fund 
has  been  actually  paid  up  under  all  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  what  has  been 
done  with  it. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell,)  Full  par- 
ticulars  respecting  proceedings  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts  of  1885,  1888,  1891, 
«'ind  1896,  have  appeared  from  time  to  time 
in  Parliamentary  lieturns  and  in  the 
annual  lieports  of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission and  the  Appendices  thereto. 
I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  in  par- 
ticular to  Images  92  and  107  and  page  116 
of  the  Report  of  thelrish  Land  Commission 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1907 
(Cd.  3652,  Session  1907)  and  to  House  I 
of  Commons  lieturn.  No.  90,  of  Session  ' 
1903.  As  regards  proceedings  under  the 
Irish  Land  Act  of  1903,  the  Land 
Commission  inform  me  that  up  to  the  20th  | 
instant  applications  for  advances  had  ! 
been  received  by,  or  proceedingsinstituted 
before,  the  Estates  Commissioners  for  the 
purcliase  of  estates  to  the  estimated 
amount  of  £63,598,394.  Of  this  sum 
£21,940,988  had  been  advanced,  leaving 
£41,657,406,  representing  the  estimated 
amount  of  advances  in  respect  of  which 
proceedings  are  still  pending  before  the 
Commissioners.  The  Irish  Land  Purchase 
Fund,  from  which  all  moneys  are  issued 
for  the  purposes  of  advances  under  the 
Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  and  to  which 
all  moneys  received  from  land  purchase 
aniuiitants  are  paid,  is  under  the  control 
of  the  National  Debt  Commissioners,  who 
provide  the  money  for  advances  when 
required  by  the  Estates  Commissioners. 

Pension  of  late  Rector  of  Girls'  High 
School,  Glasgow. 

Mil  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  what  was  the 
amount  of  pension  granted  to  the  rector 
of  the  Girls'  High  School,  Glasgow,  on 
his  retiral  in  October,  1905  ;  what  was  the 
length  of  service  ho  had  given  to  the 
board  ;  and  what  is  the  salary  now  paid 
to  his  successor. 

(Answered  Inj  Mr,  Sinclair.)  The  Do- 
jiartnient  are  informed  by  the  Glasgow 
School  Board  that  the  amount  of  retiring 
allowjince  granted  to  the  rector  of  the 
Glasgow  High  School  for  Girls  was  £325 
per  annum.  He  entered  the  Board's 
service  in  July,  1875,  his  length  of  service 


thus  being  30i  years.  The  salary  of 
successor,  a  fady,  commenced  at  l\ 
per  annum  and  is  now  J&500  per  annu 

Cadets  at  Dartmoutli,  Osborne, 
and  on  Crnuen. 

Mr.  BELLAIES  (Lynn  Regis): 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adminlt 
he  can  state  the  number  of  cadeti 
Dartmouth  and  Osborne  respectively, 
number  of  cadets  in  the  training  eroif 
and  the  complements  of  officeTi, 
structors,  warrant  officers,  and  p 
officers  of  the  training  cruisers. 

(Answered  by    Mr,    McKenna.) 
numbers  asked  for  are  as  follows  :— 

Cadets  at  Osborne  Ck>lle^e  -  $ 
Cadets  at  Dartmouth  College  -  3[ 
Cadets  in  two  training  cruisers    V. 

The  numbers  allowed  to  each  en 
are  as  follows : — 

Officers    (excluding  naval  in- 
structors)   -         -         -  -     ] 
Naval  instructors    - 
Warrant  officers      -          -  - 
Chief  petty  officers           -  -     5 
Petty  officers  -         -         -  .     s 
I'otty  officers,  second  class,  and 
leading  rates        -          .  .     j 

Irish  Education  Grants. 
Mr.  J,  MURPHY  fKerry,  E.) :  Tc 

the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
state  whether  the  condition  excb 
schools  under  an  average  of  35  i 
participation  in  the  additional  gran 
£1 1 4,000  for  primary  education  in  Ire 
was  imposed  by  the  Treasury  agains 
wishes  of  the  Commissioners  of  Nati 
p]ducation  in  Ireland  ;  whether  the  ( 
missioners  of  National  Education  protc 
very  strongly  against  the  exclusion; 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  hardsh 
the  condition  on  the  poorest  sectio 
primary  teachers,  the  Treasury  woul< 
prepared  to  reconsider  their  decision 

{Ansirrred  by  Mr,  Hobhouse,)  The 
ditiou  in  question  was  not  suggestsi 
the  Commissioners  of  National  JSdiica 
and  the  Commissioners  have»I  underst 
protested  against  it.  I  am,  howevei 
opinion,  after  fully  considering 
question,  that  the  limitation  is  a  pr 
one  in  the  circumstancesi  and  I  set 
sufficient  reason  for  reopening  the  dect 


in  which  there  is  no  vacancy  for  an  officer 
of  his  rank,  he  may,  if  the  commanding 
officer  be  unwilling  that  he  should  rank  in 
iiccordance  with  me  date  of  his  appoint- 
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Introduction  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
and  Smill  Holdings  Consolidation  Bills. 
Mil  COUBTHOFE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 

aet,  as  representing  the  "President  of  the  ment  to  the  rank  he  holds  at  the  date 
Boanl  of  Agriculture,  when  the  Agri-  i  of  transfer,  be  transferred  in,  the  rank  he 
cultural  Holding  Acts  Consolidation  Bill  I  holds,  his  appointment  to  that  rank  bear- 
and  the  Small  Holdings  Acts  Consolidation  ing  the  date  of  transfer  to  the  new  coxm. 
Bill  will  be  introduced  ip  the  House  of  |  The  reply  to  the  second  part  of  the 
Commons.  Question  is  therefore  in  the  affirmative. 


(Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey,)  As 
aeon  as  possible. 

Besnlt  of  Labourers  Act  Inquiry  at 
Dunfanaghy. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretiiry  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  if  the  inquii'y  held  on  the  16th  i 
instant  at  Dunfanaghv,  County  Donegal,  | 
to  consider    applications    for  labourers'  j 
cottages  and  allotments  in  the  Creelough 
Division  of  the  Dunfanaghy  Union  has  ' 
resulted    in   showing    that   there  is  no  ^ 
necessity  for  such  cottages ;  and,  if  not,  I 
can  he  say  what  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
has  been. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BifrelL)  The  Local 
Government  Board's  inspector  has  not 
yet  arrived  at  his  decision  respecting  the 
several  applications  which  came  before 
him  at  the  inquiry,  as  he  must  await  the 
transcript  of  the  shorthand  notes  of  the 
evidence.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  will 
be  communicated  to  the  rural  district 
council  in  due  course. 

Transfer  of  Officers  of  Disbanded  tJnits. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Army  Council 
to  bring  officers  from  disbanded  units 
into  regiments  in  thQ  Special  Reserve, 
with  seniority  according .  to  the  dates  of 
their  commissions;  and  whether  such 
action  will  have  the  effect  of  placing  them, 
in  many  instances,  over  the  heads  of 
existing  officers  in  the  regiments  to  which 
they  are  appointed. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
It  is  the  intention  that  officers  of  disbanded 
Militia  units  joining  units  of  the  Special 
Reserve  shall  take  rank  in  accordance  with 
the  date  of  their  appointment  to  the  rank 
they  held  at  the  date  of  transfer.  In  the 
case  of  an  officer  electing  to  join  a 
battalion  of  a  regiment  other  than  lus  own 


TOBACCO  GROWING  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Not  amended  ihy  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee) considered. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  rose  to  move  the   omission  of 
Clause  I,  which  was  to  a  great  extent  the 
whole    Bill,    but  not   entirely,   because 
Clause  2  had  a  separate  object  to  which 
he  could  see  no  objection  whatever.     The 
result  of  leaving  out  this  clause  would  be 
that  there  would  be  power  for  the  Inland 
Revenue  to  allow  people  to  grow  tobacco 
experimentally.     He  could  not  find  that 
there  was   any  great  desire  among  his 
Scottish  friends  to  have  the  Bill,  or  among 
Scottish  agriculturists  to  grow  tobacco, 
and  he  thought  the  GrOvemment  took 
that  view  also.    At  any  rate  if  it  was 
necessary  that  Clause  I  should  pass,  which 
gave  power  to  grow  tobacco,  he  wanted 
to  know  why  it  was  not  to  be  introduced 
all  over  Great  Britain.    A  Bill  had  been 
passed  for  Ireland,  but  he  did  not  think 
this   kind  of  piecemeal   legislation  was 
advisable,  and  if  it  was  necessary  that 
tobacco  should  be  grown,  there  should  bo 
a  Bill  brought   in   by    the    responsible 
authority  applying  to  the  whole  country. 
As  far  as  experiment  \Vent   he  had  no 
objection,  but  he  did  not  see  why  Scotland 
,  alone   should   be   taken  and    permission 
given    to    grow   tobacco   and   alter   the 
Customs.      Clause    1    did   not   make   it 
obligatory  on  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  to  levy  an  Excise  duty,  and  he 
I  intended  to  move  later  to  make  it  obliga- 
tory.    Scotland  was  now  the  home  and 
refuge  of  certain  kinds  of  statesmen,  and 
if  many   more   of   them   had   to   go   to 
Scotland,  which  was  extremely  likely,  he 
feared  that  if  the  clause  passed,  pressure 
must  be  put  on  them  to  allow  Scotland  to 
grow  tobacco  free  of  duty,  and  that  would 
be  very  hard  on  Ireland  and   the  rest 
of  the   Kingdom.      If  the    clause   was 
omitted    and    it  was  afterwards  found 

H  2 
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that  tobacco  could  be  grown  profitably,  a 
Bill  dealing  with  England  and  Scotland 
could  be  introduced  and  the  matter 
set  at  rest.  He  would  like  to  know  from 
the  promoters  what  was  the  real  reason 
for  the  introduction  of  the  clause,  whether 
there  was  any  foundation  for  it,  or 
whether  it  was  merely  that  they  were 
envious  because  Irish  Members  had  an 
Act. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted ;  and,  forty  Members  being  found 
present — 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  proceeded.  The 
clause  read — 

*  *  As  from  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  Hia  Majesty  by 
Order  in  Council,  and  as  soon  as  Parliament 
has  ma<le  provisions  for  an  Excise  duty  on 
tobacco," 

certain  things  should  ensue.  Suppos- 
ing an  Order  in  Council  was  not  made 
and  Parliament  did  not  make  pro- 
vision, the  clause  would  be  useless,  and 
if,  as  he  was  informed,  the  Government 
were  hostile  to  the  measure  there  was  no 
chance  whatever,  though  it  might  pass 
into  -law,  of  its  becoming  of  any  use. 
Therefore  that  was  another  strong  ar<]ru- 
ment  for  the  omission  of  Clause  1.  He 
believed  it  was  now  something  like  130 
years  since  tobacco  was  grown  in  Scot- 
land, and  there  was  not  very  much 
experience,  and  it  was  doubtful  whether 
in  the  changed  conditions  of  agriculture 
it  had  any  chance  of  being  a  success  now. 

ViscoUxXT  MORPETH  (Birmingham, 
South,)  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  IJine  11,  to  leave  out  Clause  1."— 
{Sir  F.  Banbury.) 


(ScaOand)  Bill 


m 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*shalV  in  page  1,  line  17,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

*Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.)  said 
he  could  not  support  his  hon.  friend  on 
this  occasion.  He  would  like  to  ascertain 
if  he  could  what  was  the  attitude  of  the 
Government.  In  Committee  the  then 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  en- 
deavoured to  squash  this  innocent  Bill, 
which  was  really  designed  to  do  some 
good  for  Scotland  and  remove  a  grievance 
from  which  they  suffered,  but  the  argu- 
moiits  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


certainly  did  not  oany  weight  with  tk 
Committee,  because  it  handsomely  de- 
feated the  Government.  The  Seeretuj 
to  the  Treasury  adduced  as  an  argomest 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Ckre  had 
brought  down  to  the  House  some  link 
tobacco  with  disastrous  results.  But  it 
was  not  necessary  for  hon.  Memben  to 
smoke  the  Scottish  tobacco  when  itini 
grown ;  there  was  nothing  compnboiy  in 
the  Bill,  and  tobacco  might  be  benefieiillv 
used  for  other  purposes  than  smokiDg. 
The  growth  of  tooacco  was  prohibited  is' 
England  in  1672  by  heavy  penaltiet 
Then  came  the  Act  of  Union  in  170i 
which  it  was  generally  considered  in- 
corporated the  law  of  ^gland  widi  that 
of  Scotland.  But  they  held  a  different 
opinion  in  Scotland,  and  they  did  not 
believe  the  Act  of  Union  imposed  upon 
them  these  stringent  laws  regarding  the 
penalties  for  growing  tobacco  m  SccyUind 
and  for  many  years  they  continued  to 
grow  it  with  very  considerable  suoobm 
until,  he  supposed,  the  inroads  upon 
the  revenue  induced  the  OovemmeDt 
in  1782  to  pass  an  Act  which  im- 
posed the  same  penalties  in  Scotland 
as  were  imposed  in  England.  Thit 
was  a  great  hardship  upon  Sodlsiil 
Very  good  tobacco  had  been  grown,  and 
it  employed  an  enormous  amoant  of 
labour  per  acre.  In  the  expeiimenul 
stages  in  Ireland  as  many  as  100  men 
were  employed  per  ten  acres.  In  soidb 
parts  of  Scotland  they  could  ^*ow  tobacco 
(piite  as  well  as  in  parts  of  Ireland,  and 
where  they  were  clamouring  for  emploT' 
ment  of  the  population,  it  was  extremdj 
hard  that  they  should  be  deprived  of 
an  opportunity  of  cultivating  tomtcoo.  It 
became  necessary  for  the  Legislatore  tk 
year  after  passing  the  Act  of  1782  to 
pass  another  Act  to  compensate  thoae 
farmers  who  had  been  growing  tobacco 
for  the  losses  which  they  had  sustained 
through  prohibition.  The  Act  of  1783 
enacted — 

"  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  ior 
the  CoiiiDiis8ionei*s  of  Hib  Majesty's  Cnatont 
at  £din>>nrgh,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  te 
allow  and  order  to  be  paid  to  the  owner  or 
X>roprietor  of  such  tobacco,  out  of  any  revenM 
under  their  management  which  is  applkslile 
to  the  payment  of  incidence,  at  the  rate  of  4d. 
for  every  pound  weight  of  sach  tobaoeo  to 
wldch  the  owner  or  proprietor  thereof  shall  n- 
fuse  to  pay  the  full  dntiea  imposed  by  tbeaud 
recited  Act,  provided  that  such  tobaceo  iImII 
be  ^ven  up  by  him  to  the  proper  oflleer  of  Hb 
Majesty 'c  CustomB  to  be  pubUoly  bamt  cr 
I  otherwise  totally  destroyed  by  sncta  offieen." 
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It  was  most  unfortunate  that  the  previous 
occupant  of  the  office  of  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  went  to  the  Scottish 
Committee,  and  without  having  fully 
considered  the  matter,  put  the  full 
weight  of  the  Treasury  against  the 
passage  of  this  Bill  on  what  appeared  to 
nim  very  insufficient  grounds.  He  said 
that  had  there  been  experiments  already 
in  Scotland,  as  there  had  been  in  Irelana, 
and  had  they  proved  to  be  successful,  he 
would  agree  to  the  passage  of  such 
a  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Cochrane)  thought 
he  had  not  looked  up  the  fact 
that  growing  tobacco  m  Scotland 
had  passed  the  experimental  stage,  and 
had  been  practically  and  commercially 
tried,  and  proved  a  great  success  before 
these  duties  were  imposed.  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  endeavoured  to 
make  a  most  immoral  bargain  with  the 
Committee.  He  said,  "  Do  not  pass  this 
Bill,  and  the  Treasury  will  give  you 
permits  to  grow  tobacco.'*  He  chal- 
lenged the  right  of  the  Treasury  to 
grant  these  permits  to  break  the  law. 
Under  what  statute  had  the  Treasury 
power  to  grant  permits?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  was  absolutely  unable  to 
furnish  him  with  the  information  because 
he  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  Treasury 
had  no  statutory  right  to  grant  them. 
Similar  permits  had  been  granted  in 
Ireland,  but  everybody  familiar  with  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  Ireland  knew 
that  the  Irish  were  allowed  to  do  things 
which  the  Scottish  were  not.  The  Scottish 
were  essentially  a  law-abiding  race,  and 
instead  of  condoning  these  irregular 
methods  on  the  part  of  the  (xovernment, 
they  preferred  to  have  the  industry 
legalised  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  There- 
fore some  gratitude  was  due  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  taking  such  an  interest  in  the 
subject  and  introducing  this  Bill.  In  his 
opinion  there  was  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  passed  into  law.  He  had  risen  to 
support  the  hon.  Member.  He  hoped 
the  Bill  would  be  passed  and  that 
the  occupants  of  the  front  bench 
would  explain  their  attitude.  Had 
they  receded  from  the  hostile  attitude 
taken  up  in  Grand  Committee,  and 
did  they  intend  not  only  to  give  their 
blessing  to  the  Bill,  but  after  it  had 
passed  that  it  should  be  practically 
operative  and  not  have  placed  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  success  ] 


*Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  this 
was  not  a  party  matter,  and  he  was  very 
sorry  the  hon.  Baronet  was  opposing 
the  Bill.  He  was  satisfied  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  City  of  London  that  he 
would  not  be  supported  in  not  allowing 
the  Scottish  people  to  do  what  the  Irish 
people  were  allowed  to  do.  He  had  no 
objection  to  a  Bill  being  passed  for 
England  and  Wales  as  well  as  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  but  it  was  more  the  hon. 
Baronet's  business  to  introduce  such  a 
Bill  than  his.  He  specially  represented 
Scotland  on  this  occasion.  They  had  all 
so  far  as  he  knew  supported  the  Irish  Bill 
which  was  carried  without  any  objection. 
The  Irish  Bill  was  also  passed  unanimously 
by  the  House  of  Lords,  and,  therefore,  on 
those  grounds  there  ought  to  be  no  objec- 
tion to  this  Bill  for  Scotland.  Scottish 
Members  were  obliged  to  hon.  Members 
opposite  for  the  assistance  they  had  given 
them  so  far  in  carrying  this  Bill. 
Tobacco  had  been  successfully  grown  in 
Scotland.  He  had  in  his  hand  some 
tobacco  and  cigars  which  had  been  pro- 
duced and  grown  in  Scotland  and 
both  were  as  good  quality  as  could  be 
produced  anywhere  else.  That  was  a 
substantial  reason  why  they  should  at 
least  give  the  farmers  of  Scotland  an 
opportunity  of  developing  this  industry 
if  they  wished  to.  Tobacco  required  a 
great  deal  of  labour  to  be  bestowed  in  its 
cultivation ;  therefore,  if  they  grew  tobacco 
they  would  go  a  long  way  towards  finding 
employment  for  the  people  of  the  country. 
Tobacco  was  grown  in  Scotland  before. 
[Cries  of  "When?"]  It  was  grown 
previous  to  1782.  There  was  no  question 
that  it  could  be  grown  in  Scotland  just 
as  well  as  in  Germany,  Holland,  Belgium, 
or  any  other  country.  It  was  true  that 
in  regard  to  tobacco-growing  there  might 
be  a  bid  year  occasionally,  but  that  would 
occur  in  regard  to  any  other  kind  of  crop. 
This  Bill  was  put  forward  with  the 
express  object  of  giving  the  people  of 
Scotland  an  opportunity  of  growing 
tobacco  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade  of  the 
country  generally.  No  harm  could 
possibly  be  done  by  the  passing  of  the 
Bill,  because  thoee  who  did  not  wish  to 
take  advantage  of  its  provisions  need 
not  do  so.  So  far  as  he  knew  the 
Government  did  not  intend  to  oppose  it. 
The  restrictions  in  the  Bill  were  those 
which  the  Government  had  insisted  on 
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in  the  case  of  the  Irish  Bill.  It  was  no 
doubt  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
look  after  the  revenue,  and  they  had  only 
done  what  they  thought  was  right  to 
protect  the  revenue.  He  hoped  the  hon 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  would  withdraw  his  Amendment 
and  allow  the  people  of  Scotland  to  have 
the  benefit  of  this  Bill.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  carry  the  Bill  unanimously 
as  was  done  last  vear  in  the  case  of  the 
Irish  Bill. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
^  Andrews  Burghs)  said  he  was  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  and  hoped  the  hon.  Baronet 
for  the  City  of  London  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment.  On  the  previous  day 
they  were  discussing  the  troubles  of  the 
West  of' Scotland,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  citizen  to  try  to  find  some  industry 
for  those  far-off  highlands  and  islands, 
because  the  trouble  in  the  West  of 
Scotland  would  disappear  if  the  inhabi- 
tants could  be  furnished  with  an  industry 
like  tobacco-growing.  He  had  relations 
who  had  tried  tobacco-growing  in  Ireland, 
and  ho  knew  that  it  was  going  to  |)ay 
there.  He  did  not  see  why  it  should  not 
be  equally  a  success  in  the  West  of  Scot- 
land. It  would  encourage  additional 
means  of  transport  and  in  many  ways  be 
a  great  help  to  the  people. 

♦Sir  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire) 
said  there  were  many  good  reasons  why 
the  Amendment  should  be  withdrawn 
and  the  Bill  passed.  At  the  time  of  the 
American  War,  when  the  supplies  of 
tobacco  from  abroad  were  cut  olF,  the 
farmers  of  Scotland  grew  tobacco,  especi- 
ally round  Kelso  and  Jedburgh.  In  1798 
at  tbe  instance  of  Sir  John  Sinclair  a 
history  of  agriculture  in  the  county  of 
Roxburgh  was  published  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  ])ouglas,  D.D.,  minister  of 
Galashiels.  He  stated  that  in  Crailing 
parish  a  funuer  grewtolmcco  on  13  acres  ; 
but  as  the  Act  of  1792  came  into 
operation  he  had  to  sell  the  crop  to  the 
Excise  at  4d.  a  pound,  so  he  got  £104,  or 
X8  an  acre.  The  SUitistical  Account  of 
1841  showed  that  he  had  sold  it  on  the 
ground  for  £3*20  ;  but  he  was  obliged  to 
hand  it  over  for  only  the  £104.  The 
general  loss  caused  by  the  Act  to 
Roxburgli  shire  fanners  came  up  to 
£1,500.  But  later  experiments  in  parts 
of     Norfolk     and     Kent     and    Ireland 

Mr,  Morto/u 


had  shown  that  theine  were  namben 
of  places  where  tobacco  coold  be 
profitably  grown.  .Tobacco  was  just  tlii 
kind  of  crop  to  be  grown  by  people  wta 
had  only  a  small  4rea  or  smidl  holding  to 
cultivate.  He  hoped  the  House  vooid 
accede  to  the  reasonable  and  natuni 
demands  of  the  people  of  Scotland  in  thii 
matter.  In  cdiinties  like  Bozbur^bshireit 
would  do  something  to  stop  the  d&popQh- 
tion,  and  it  would  benefit  the  revenue. 
It  would  give  farmers  an  opportunity  of 
varying  their  crops,  and  it  would  gire 
employment  to  more  people.  The  in- 
dustry of  small  holders  would  be  benefited, 
and  generally  it  would  '  help  localitin 
which  were  largely  interested  in  tbe 
development  of  agriculture..  Before  the 
Act  was  passed  prohibiting  the  growihg 
of  tobacco -in  England  capitafiste  in 
London  and  elsewhere  complained  of  the 
injury  done  to  the  Colonial  trade  by  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  here,  and  they 
wished  to  encourage  the  growing  A 
tobacco  in  Virginia  which  was  a  puidy 
English  Colony.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  press  the  Amendment 


Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire^ 
E.R.,  Holdemess)  said  that  when  became 
to  the  House  he  thought  it  would  he  a 
good  thing  if  this  Bill  did  not  pass  into 
law,  but  since  he  had  listened  to  several 
admirable  speeches  from  the  representa- 
tives of  Scottish  constituencies,  and 
especially  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Koxburghshire  he  was  convinced  that 
the  Bill  will  prove  of  benefit  to  Scotland, 
and,  therefore,  he  joined  in  the  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  to  withdraw  Ui 
objection.  So  far  as  ho  could  Gfee,  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  might  mean  the 
stiirting  of  a  new  industry  in  Scotland 
which  would  prove  of  benefit  to  small 
holders  in  that  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  tobacco  grown  in  Scotland  woaU 
prove  equal  to  that  grown  in  Ireland  and 
foreign  countries.  If  Scotland  and  In- 
land were  to  have  the  right  to  crow 
tobacco,  he  thought  a  Bill  should  bQ 
passed  next  year  giving  England  the 
siime  privilege.  He  would  like  to  hear 
from  the  hon.  Member  repreaentii^  the 
Government  whether  they  would  be  abb 
to  acquiesce  in  that  suggestion,  or  whelte 
it  would  be  necessary  for  a.  privaU 
Member  to  bring  forward  a  BiU  on  the 
subject. 
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^  ♦Mr.  C.  B.  H ARMSWORTH  ( Worces- 

■  tenhire,   Droitwich)   said   he  wished  to 

■J  support     the    suggestion    of    the    hon. 

V  Member  opposite.     Personally,  he  should 

>^  support  this  Bill  just  as   he  supported 

^  the  Irish  Bill  last  year,  because  he  had 

*  never  been  able  to  appreciate  the  argu 
t  ments  used  in  favour  of  the  prohibition  of 
ft  the  growing  of  tobacco,  or  the  production 

*  of  any  other  kind  of  merchandise,  in  this 
I  country.  He  had  smoked  Irish  tobacco 
(t  and  survived,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
^  Scottish  tobacco  would  be  found  to  be  equal- 
i  ly  good.  He  was  surprised  at  the  opposi- 
M  tion  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  because  at  present 
i  the  Treasury  regulations  really  operated 
i  in  the  direction  of  protecting  the  foreign 
k  producer.  The  hon.  Baronet  was  unques- 
\_  tionably  a  supporter  of  fair  trade,  and 
B  therefore  he  ought  to  support  the  Scottish 
I  Members  in  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  His 
i  only  right  to  intervene  in  the  discussion 
£  was  that  he  was  the  representative  of 
I  an  agricultural  division.  He  sincerely 
;  hoped  that  his  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
J  to  the  Treasury  would  either  promote  a 
I  simDar  Bill  for  England,  or  allow  some  of 

his  faithful   followers  to  do  so.     If  the 
hon.  Baronet   would  bring   in  a  Bill   to 

r  allow  tobacco   growing   in  England,   he 

J  would  be  very  happy  to  support  it. 

I  *Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  said  it  was  difficult  to  understand 

.*  why  this  Bill  should  not  at  once  be  ex- 
tended to  England.  His  hon.  friend  had 
suggested  that  this  might  be  done  next 
year.  He  did  not  see  why  Scotland,  which 
had  many  advantages  over  England, 
should  have  the  further  advantage  of 
being  allowed  to  grow  tobacco  a  year  in 
advance  of  this  country.  One  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  why  the  difterent  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  should  not  be 
allowed  to  grow  almost  anything  out  of 
which  -a  profit  could  be  made.  He  sup- 
posed there  would  be  a  moral  objection  to 
the  growing  of  the  poppy  for  the  produc- 
tion of  opium.  There  were  many  people 
who  regarded  the  use  of  tobaoco  as  almost 
as  pernicious  as  the  use  of  opium,  but  that 
view,  he  was  thankful  to  say,  was  not 
generally  held  by  the  people  of  this  country. 
He  objected  to  Scotland  beiog  given  the 
power  to  grow  tobacco  while  England  was 
prevented  fi-om  doing  so.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  was  averse  to  giving  permission 
to  grow  tobacco.  That  might  be  because 
he  feared  that    a  Radical  Gk)veniment 
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would  prohibit  the  importation  of  Havana 
cigars,  of  which  he  was  an  appreciative 
consumer.  He  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  withdraw  the  Amend* 
ment.  At  present  every  branch  of  agri- 
culture was  more  or  less  in  a  depressed 
condition. 

SirF.  BANBURY:  No. 

♦Mr.  CARLILE  said  he  remembered 
that  the  hon.  Baronet,  himself,  and  other 
agricultunsts  did  pretty  well  last  year. 
They  were  able  to  sell  wheat  at  38s.  a 
quarter.  There  was,  nevertheless,  strong 
competition  to  contend  against,  and  it 
seemed  to  be  a  pity  that  farmers  should 
not  be  allowed  to  produce  any  kind  of 
crops  which  would  yield  a  profit.  The 
Government  had  done  little  towards 
reducing  unemployment  in  the  country, 
and  here  they  had  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
moting an  industry  which  had  long  since 
passed  the  experimental  stage,  and  which 
would  increase  employment.  There 
should  be  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
Excise  arrangements  for  the  protection 
of  the  revenue  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  the  Bill  had 
reached  a  stage  which  afforded  strong 
hope  of  its  becoming  law  this  session.  It 
was  a  measure  which  would  do  something 
to  alleviate  distress  in  the  West  High- 
lands of  Scotland.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  withdraw  his  opposition 
and  allow  the  Bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) 
appealed  to  his  hon.  friend  not  to  press 
his  Amendment.  They  were  all  agreed 
in  committee  that  while  it  might  not  be 
of  great  advantage  to  Scotland  as  a 
whole,  there  was  one  particular  district 
where  tobacco  might  be  grown  with 
success.  Personally,  he  had  little  hope 
that  the  product  in  Scotland  would  be  of 
a  very  high  quality,  and  he  would  bo 
sorry  himself  to  smoke  it.  [Hon.  Mem- 
bers :  Oh,  oh  !  ]  He  had  had  experi- 
ence in  endeavouring  to  smoke  Welsh 
tobacco,  where  the  conditions  were  likely 
to  be  more  satisfactory  for  growing  the 
plant  than  in  any  part  of  Scotland,  and 
any  gentleman  who  could  smoke  that 
tobacco  must  have  a  pretty  strong  throat, 
and  be  able  to  stand  a  good  deal.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
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experiments  of  tobacco-growing  in  Scot- 
land, which  had  been  conducted  on  a 
considerable  scale,  should  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  therefore  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Bristol,  E.)  said  he  accepted  the  invita- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  below  the 
gangway,  but  ho  promised  to  detain  the 
House  for  only  a  moment.  He  under- 
stood that  there  were  a  large  number  of 
Scottish  representatives  in  the  House  who 
were  very  anxious  that  tobacco  should  be 
cultivated  in  Scotland,  not,  as  he  gathered 
from  their  speeches,  that  they  might 
smoke  it  themselves,  but  rather  that  they 
might  offer  it  to  their  friends.  It  would 
be  very  ungracious  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk)vemment  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any 
benevolent  intentions  of  that  kind,  and 
he,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, accepted  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CARLILE  :  What  about  England  % 

Lord  BAL CARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  he  had  no  objection  to  this 
Bill  except  as  regarded  the  limitation  of 
the  title.  So  far  as  he  understood,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  given 
sympathetic  expression  to  its  extension 
to  Scotland.  He  confessed  he  was  not 
familiar  with  the  experiments  in  tobacco 
growing  which  had  been  carried  on  in 
Scotland,  and  he  questioned  if  they  were 
likely  to  be  as  successful  as  those  which 
had  been  made  in  Ireland.  Indeed,  he 
was  quite  sure  that  East  Anglia  and 
Lincolnshire  were  more  suitable  for 
tobacco  growing  than  many  portions  of 
Ireland,  and  he  would  have  wished  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  predecessor  had 
treated  with  less  hostility  the  idea  of 
making  the  experiment  of  the  cultivation 
of  tobacco  in  England. 

*Mr.  MORTON  said  that  the  supporters 
of  this  Bill  had  not  said  a  word  against 
the  idea  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  apply  to 
England  and  Wales. 


for 


Members  for  Scotland  who  vmedBini 
of  having  the  Bill  ;     ssed  he  wcnid  b 
glad  to  withdraw   his  Amendment  Hi 
point   was  similar    to   that  of  ilM  k& 
Member  for  Hertfordshire  that  theBi 
only  applied  to  Scotland,  and  it  wooldk 
out  of  order   to    move    that  it  Mk 
be  extended     to    England.     His  ^ 
had  been  to  ascertain  whether  thenni 
a  real  desire  on  the  part  of  Scottish  Mn- 
bers    to    have    this     BilL    and    itab 
occurred    to    him  that    if    it  was  good 
for    Scotland    it    would    be    good  ab 
England.      His    hon.    friend  nil 
speech    in    Committee     to    eitai 


the  Bill  to  England,  'but  his  pi^^^  *■ 
rejected  at  the  instigation  of  the  Trasoij. 
He  congratulated  the  Government  on  tliar 
change  of  front,  and  he  hoped  that  nnl 
year  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  would  be 
extended  to  England.  He  begged  letTi 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  hoped  the  Gotw 
ment   would    accept     the     Amendmetf 
standing    in    his    name    to    leave 
in  the   first  Clause,   line    19,   the  i 
"  may  "  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  "ahiD.' 
This  part  of  the  Clause  referred  to  tfce 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  fixing  the  exoR 
duty.    The  Inland  Revenue  ought  not  to 
be  deprived  of  any  excise    duty  as  tk 
result  of  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  andif  tki 
I  Board  exempted  Scotland  from  tazitiflB, 
as  it  might  if  '*  may  "  was  retained,  tfak 
might  operate  very  hardly  on  the  mtoi 
the  United  Kingdom.      His  hon.  fmsl 
might  say   that  ''may"   in    law  meiflt 
<< shall/'   but   << shall"    was   a   plain  old- 
English   word  which  was    unckrstanded 
of  everybody. 


Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (LaniA- 
shire,  N.W.)  seconded  the  AmenamoDL 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

*'  In  page  1,  line  19,  to  leave  ont  the  mA 
*  may/  and  insert  the  word  'shall,' "— (Slir/. 
Banimry),—in»\AsA  thereof. 


Lord  BALCARKES  said  he  under- 
stood that  the  Treasury  was  hostile  to  a 
measure  for  England. 


Question  proposed,   ''That  the  word 
'  may '  stand  part  of  the  BilL" 


♦Mr.  MORTON  said  he  did  not  1 

object  to  the  alteration,  but  he  WMbomid 

in  good  faith  to  stand   by   the  Bill  u 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  thatasit appeared  I  agreed  toin  Committee.   The  word  "may' 

that  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  '  was  insisted  upon  by  thaGrovonuiMiitil 

Mr,  Younger, 
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the  Irish  Bill  last  year,  and  ho  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Government  would  insist 
on  the  same  condition  for  Scotland  as  they 
did  for  Ireland.  They  could  not  ask  any 
more. 

,  ♦Mr.  CARLILE  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment. It  was  not  necessary  to  strengthen 
the  Bill  by  the  substitution  of  "shall" 
for  **  may."  "  May  "  was  quite  strong 
enough.  The  Inland  Revenue  would  not 
be  loth  to  put  their  powers  into  force. 
What  he  wanted  was  to  put  the  position 
of  the  agriculturist  in  as  favourable  a 
light  as  possible,  and  they  could  leave  the 
Treasury  to  look  after  itself. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third,  time  and  passed. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (ADMISSION  OF 
THE  PRESS)  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
moved  a  new  clause  (Application  to 
Scotland).  He  said  that  in  tne  Standing 
Committee  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Aberdeen  proposed  that  the  Bill  should 
apply  to  Scotland,  and  that  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  ;  but  it  was  found  im- 
possible there  and  then  to  frame  words, 
which  were  very  complicated  in  detail, 
applying  the  Bill  to  Scotland.  The  new 
clause  had  n  jw  been  drafted,  and  as  he 
understood  the  Scottish  Office  had 
approved  of  it,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
accept  it.     He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) seconded 
the  new  clause.  He  hoped  that  no  objec- 
tion would  be  raised  to  the  application  of 
the  Bill  to  Scotland.  What  was  good 
enough  for  England  was  good  enough  for 
Scotland. 

New  clause — 

**  In  the  application  of  this  Act  to  Scotland 
— (1)  the  expression  *  local  authority  *  means — 
.  (a)  a  county  council,  a  town  council,  a  parish 
council,  a  school  board,  and  a  district  com- 
mittee constituted  under  the  Local  Grovemment 
(Scotland)  Acts;  (b)  a  central  body  and  a 
distress  committee  under  the  Unemployed 
Workmen  Act,  1905  ;  <c)  a  joint  committee  or 
joint  board  or  any  other  body  constituted 
under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
the  Poor  Law  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  and  any 
Act  amending  the  same,  the  Lunacy  (Scotland) 


Acts,  1856  to  1900,  or  any  other  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment or  Provisional  Order,  and  administering 
or  entitled  to  administer  funds  derived  from 
any  rate  ;  (2)  the  expression  *  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  *  means  the  Local  Gk>vernment 
Board  for  Scotland ;  (3)  the  definition  of  the 
expression  *  local  authority,'  in  Section  2  of 
this  Act,  shall  not  apply  to  Scotland," — [Mr, 
Gulland,)— 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  CARLILE  opposed  the  clause 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  wish  the 
measure  to  be  introduced  into  Scotland, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  Bill 
brought  in  for  England. 

"^Ub.  speaker  said  the  bon.  Member 
was  not  entitled  to  discuss  that  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  had  already  been  agreed 
to,  and  this  Amendment  was  merely  to 
explain  the  powers  of  tbeBill  in  Scotland. 

Mb.  CARLILE  contended  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  extend  the  powers 
of  this  Bill  to  Scotland,  and  its  only 
effect  would  be  largely  to  increase  Scottish 
oratory  in  all  sub-committees  of  loca^l 
authorities  in  that  country.  The  House 
had  an  illustration  on  the  previous  day 
of  how  a  comparatively  small  group  of 
hon.  Members  representing  Scottish  con- 
stituencies could  occupy  tiiie  whole  of  a 
sitting  in  discussing  a  small  matter, 
and  the  Bill  would  result  in  the  amount 
of  verbosity  and  eloquence  being  in- 
creased tenfold.  Everybody  familiar 
with  local  bodies  in  Scotland  knew  that 
very  often  where  the  Press  was  present 
there  was  the  maximum  of  oratory  and 
the  minimum  of  work. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  discussing  this  clause  at  all, 
but  the  Bill  at  large.  The  Bill  applied 
to  Scotland  already  and  this  was  the 
interpretation  clause. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Sir  F,  BANBURY  moved  to  insert 
at  the  end  of  line  7,  in  Clause  l,the  words 
"  as  often  as  may  be  desirable  at  any 
meeting."     It    might    be    that  at  iia^ 
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Ix^^niining  of  a  meoting  there  was 
DO  1)UHinoss  whicli  in  the  opinion 
of  the  council  or  committee  it 
wiiH  1)eBt  to  keep  private,  but  some- 
thing niiglit  happen  subsequently  in 
ro^iinl  to  which  it  might  be  thought 
that  the  Press  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  tho  discussion.  The  meeting  might 
liave  forgotten  to  move  the  resolution, 
and  vluMi  the  second  order  came  on 
it  might  be  held  that  it  was  impossible 
to  oxchulo  the  Press  because  the  motion 
liad  not  been  made  before  the  first  order 
WAS  discussed.  Probably  the  hon.  Mem- 
Iwr  ill  charge  of  the  Bill  would  accept 
tho  Aniondment  which  it  was  quite 
rloar  only  carried  out  the  intention  of 
tho  Bill.  Ho  desired  only  to  make 
perfectly  clear  what  was  intended  so 
that  the  Pn^ss  and  the  local  authority 
might  work  amicably  together. 


Mr.  lane-fox  (Yorkshire.  W.R., 
Uarkstonl  Ash)  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  {n  fKia^^  1,  Uao  7.  to  insert  the  words  '  as 
often  Hs  m:iv  be  de&irable  at  anv  meeting.*  " — 

i^uestion  proposed,  **That  those  wonls 
K^  thort*  inserted  in  the  l^ill." 

Mr,  ARTHl'RHEXDERSONlDurh.i-, 
Vkimi  rd  Ca<rV)   hojHnl  tho  hon.  Moiu^or 
would  not  pres*  tho  Ainondniov.t.     l:\  I'is  ' 
opi!-.io!i  i:  v^si   ;;::oi:orhor  i;v.nov*oisS:iry.  ■ 
I  av ;i ! ,;  M :  :io  r i  t  ios  ;il n*a dy  h a d  t  h o  ^k>\\  o  r  o : 
0  \c I  i:si o  ■ .  ;^  V.  J,  h e  o b ;  e v- :  ovl  r  o  r  ho  w  o  r^is  .^ : 
tho  A'v.o:.^l:nont  Kvaiis<*  thoy  w ov.\i  tor- •. ,i 
s:;iVAli:-i:  iv.vitarion  to   \v,;'.   ,i',itho7::'v*s 
to   o\,''.v..lo    tho    T\*yroso-'.:.i:'vos   ot    :*.• 
I* r».-s.s  !  rv^  •  • ',  :  ho i r  :v.oo :  i:  is.      U  :*.o  o V ;  ,\  . 
o:  :'".o  *\.\'.s'.'.:\*  wSs^  :o  i:-.:.irvl  t*io  r*^*'.'^ 
o:    :':■*    y.\y.w    vy    o-m'-'v^    i\\c    tu^V-N- 
,.  '..v-".;::,-^  :o  Iv  o>%i:-ovi  Vr  t;vv:  • 
'V4^^'.  ts*  :*'o  .i.'ro-  >i  o:  :''..••-  ':vvrv*sv'-  .^ 
:iN  .->  \\yo\  >v\;'  ,i:::\.'^  :-,'s. 
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of  the  time  that  a  pwtieuhr  nMtni 
lasted.  Theiefoie  the  GovBzmiMnt  U 
no  objection  to  this  AmendmantivUi 
he  thought  might  be  accepted  by  fheki. 
Member. 

Mr.  YOUNGBR  suggested  that  tk 
point  was  met  by  the  use  of  the  mA 
"  temporarily  "  in  tiie  daiise, 

Mb.  ARTHUB  HENDERSON  incEui 
to  the  opinion  that  the  suggestion  of  Ae 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down  ti 
insert  the  word  "temporarily"  wooH 
cover  the  whole  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite. 

Mb.  CARLILE  said  he  did  not  tUnk 
the  word  "temporarily"  would  In 
sufficient  to  meet  the  case,  nor  did  k 
think  it  would  have  the  same  effect  a 
the  words  of  the  Amendment,  lAiA 
suggested  that  the  Press  might  be  ex- 
cluded at  various  short  intervals  dnnng 
the  one  sitting. 

Mr.  ARTHUR   BDENDEBSON   dil 

not   think  it  mattered  very  much,  lal 
was  inclined  to  accept  the  Ajnendment 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

♦Mr.  guinness  (Bury  St.  Edmuiids) 
proposed  to  omit  **  two-thirds '*  and 
insert  '*  a  majority,"  in  order  that  a  bin 
majority  of  the  members  of  a  local 
."iuthority  might  be  able  to  pass  a  reso- 
Iiitior.  excluding  the  representatives  of 
the  Pr^5s  from  a  meeting  when  snck 
o\v/.:$:oy.  was  advisable  in  the  pabfio 
.":oro<r  in  view  of  the  special  nature  of 
tho  V\:5i-.es»  to  be  dealt  with.  In  tlw 
^  .;«o  o:  the  London  County  Council  then 
v-.is.^  sr^v.iir.z  order  that  the  public  and 
:'.o  Trvj^  5ho.iId  be  admitted,  and  Uiat 
nm-  v.- ,:  orier  co:ild  be  changed  by  the 
•^'  '.  o:  A  ?»i:-  mA'ority.    If  the  vote  of 

■A'/r.'v  vt:  twc-thirds  of  the  memben 

•  .*■'.  Aurh.-ity  v-re  insisted  upon,  party 
V.-;:    rv^h:    ir.i'ice    a    minority   not 

■v->.**c-  :•  ••  -:  :htf  vi^w  of  a  majority  of  ths 
rs'ovsiy.^-s;,  :c  w:e  against  the  ezcfaision 
t':^o  Vrv^^k  Arc  in  chat  way  to  dsfeat 
■.iv  v'^'ci'v:  *•  rervsc  acd  the  views  of  the 
*-.ivr«tv    o:    :3e    octtaciL   "Hb   Aoqght 

•  \  -i-.e  >;:::-\c^  cf  i  Icca!  authority  when 
ov  V  V- •  ■•j.v.v.-s^  :"i_':ction»  were  desir- 
AO^^     l!i«  ttu.T-eg  io.  whick  a  euoMktf 
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^^^^ancil  acting  as  the  licensing  authority 
_tor  music-halls  carried  on  its  work  at 
^present  was  almost  a  scandal,  for  after 
^^vidence  had  been  heard  party  speeches 
were  made  and  party  recriminations 
indulged  in,  and  in  such  a  case  as  that 
*it  was  highly  desirable  that  the  Press 
Should  not  be  admitted. 

^      Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

""  •*  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  words 
k:  •  t;wo- thirds/  and  to  insert  the  words  *  a 
C   majority.*  " — {Mr,  Ouinnesa,) 

'■r       Question   proposed,  "  That  the   word 
•two-thirds'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

^        Mb.    GODFREY    BARING  (Isle  of 

J    Wight), in  supporting  the  Amendment,  said 

,    it  was  almost  essential  that  discussions  as 

r    to    the  purchase    of  property  by  local 

authorities  should  not  bo  carried  on  in 

the  presence  of  representatives  of  the 

Press ;  but  if  only  a  small  majority  of  the 

members  of  an  authority  were  in  favour 

of  a  particular  purchase,  the  Press  could 

not  be  excluded  under  the  Bill  in  its 

present  form. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  con- 
sidered there  was  a  great  deal  of  force 
in  the  arguments  with  which  the  Amend- 
ment had  been  supported,  and  expressed 
willingness  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  to  insert 
the  following  proviso  :  "  Provided  also 
that  it  shall  be  lawfid  for  such  local 
authority  to  determine  by  a  like  majority 
that  any  matters  discussed  thereat  shall 
not  be  published,  and  to  provide  by 
standing  order,  regulation,  or  otherwise, 
as  may  be  approved  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  that  any  infringement  of 
such  resolution  may  be  punished  by 
exclusion  of  the  person  offending  from 
future  proceedings  of  the  local  authority 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months." 
It  might  well  be  that  there  was  a  rather 
delicate  matter  under  discussion,  but 
that  the  local  authority  did  not  think 
it  was  desirable  to  exclude  the  Press. 
Some  dispute  might  arise  between  mem- 
bers of  local  authorities  and  some 
unseemly  discussion  take  place,  and 
he    did    not    think    anything    was    to 


be  gained  by  washing  dirty  linen  in 
public.  He  therefore  thought  there 
should  be  power  given  to  the  local 
authority  to  point  out  that  that  par- 
ticular matter  should  not  be  published. 
He  thought  the  Amendment  really 
was  in  the  interests  of  everybody, 
although  he  admitted  it  was  not  of 
very  great  importance.  They  knew  very 
well  that  the  fifth-rate  Press  was  inclined 
to  take  to  small  personal  matters  and 
publish  them,  and  he  did  not  think 
any  hon.  Member  wanted  that  to  be  done. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill —  ' 

"  In  pa^  1,  line  14,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words  •  Provided  also  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  local  authority  to  determine  by  a  like 
majority  that  any  matters  discussed,  thereat 
shall  not  be  published,  and  to  provide  by 
Standing  Order,  regulation,  or  otherwise,  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  that  any  infringement  of  such  resolu- 
tion may  be  punished  by  exclusion  of  the  person 
offending  from  future  proceedings  of  the  local 
authority  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three 
months.*^"— {5tr   F    Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) 
said  he  did  not  think  the  Amendment 
would  do  as  it  stood,  because  it  did  not 
take  account  of  the  Amendment  last  put 
in.  But  apart  from  that  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable^ to  put  it  in,  because  there 
was  no  advantage  in  the  representatives 
of  the  Press  being  present  at  all  unless 
they  published  the  proceedings. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  there  was 
another  point.  Supposing  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Press  had  been  ex- 
cluded and  individual  members  of  the 
authority  published  what  took  place, 
he  thought  that  ought  to  be  prevented, 
and  his  Amendment,  he  took  it,  would 
provide  for  that.  What  was  the  good 
of  excluding  the  Press  if  they  left  the 
power  with  any  single  member  of  the 
local  authority  to  publish  the  proceed- 
ings ?  He  was  naturally  desirous  of 
giving  every  consideration  to  the  opinion 
of  his  noble  friend,  but  he  thought  he 
had  overlooked  that  point. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  if  that  was 
the  meaning  of  the  Amoiidment  he 
thought  it  was  quite  out  of  order,  becaus^ 
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it  would  be  an  attempt,  not  to  regulate 
the  presence  of  representatives  of  the 
Press  at  meetings  of  local  authorities, 
but  to  regulate  the  rights  of  members  of 
local  authorities  themselves. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) thought  the  Amendment  was 
in  order,  the  object  of  it  being  to 
prevent  representatives  of  the  Press, 
when  they  had  been  excluded  by  a 
majority  of  the  local  authority,  from 
publishing  what  occurred  in  their  absence 
by  getting  their  information  from  mem- 
bers or  by  other  means. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  said 
he  was  rather  disposed  against  the 
Amendment  before  it  was  moved,  but 
since  it  had  been  moved  and  explained 
he  must  say,  on  behalf  of  the  promoters, 
that  they  were  mo.st  strenuously  opposed 
to  it.  They  had  no  right  in  their  Bill 
to  curtail  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
members  of  the  various  local  authorities, 
and  on  that  account  he  hoped  the  House 
would  negative  the  Amendment. 

The  deputy  SPEAKER  (Mr. 
Emmott,  Oldham) :  I  do  not  think  the 
words  are  really  out  of  order. 

Mr.  guinness  hoped  the  House 
would  accept  the  Amendment,  because 
it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  impossible 
for  any  local  authority  to  know  what 
would  be  brought  out  in  a  debate  before- 
hand, and  confidential  documents  might 
be  quoted  by  members  of  the  council 
which,  in  the  public  interest,  should  not  be 
published  in  the  Press.  Only  the  other 
day,  on  the  Loudon  County  Council,  an 
extremely  coufid  ntial  document  was 
sent  to  a  certain  paper  and  published, 
against  the  interests  of  the  Council.  If 
the  Amendment  was  not  accepted  they 
would  have  no  redress  in  a  case  of  that 
sort.  He  thought  they  could  not  expect 
the  Press  to  respect  the  confidence  of 
these  councils  unless  they  could  be 
punished  in  some  way  if  they  neglected 
to  do  so. 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) 
said  that  if  every  document  sub- 
mitted to  a  local  authority  must  be 
published,  were  they  quite  sure  that 
^hat  authority  would  be  supplied  with 

Lord  11,  Cecil 


information  of  a  confideutiftl  chanctsi 
It  was  sometimes  not  agreeable  to  ri 
the  whole  truth,  and  it  might  incur  a 
amount  of  unpopularity.  He  had  U 
some  experience  of  these  matters,  andk 
knew  the  great  diflSculty  there  wasti 
obtain  a  full  disclosure  of  the  facts  irUd 
it  was  necessary  to  consider  before  tkr 
could  arrive  at  a  proper  conclusion. 

Mr.  watt  thought  the  Amendmal 
would  complicate  the  machinery  of  it 
Bill.  The  offender  would  not  be  i 
person  but  ^a  newspaper,  and  tie 
difficulty  of  tracing  the  connectM 
between  the  newspaper  and  the  peini 
present  at  the  meeting  who  had  cod- 
municated  the  confidential  matte 
would  be  very  great. 

*Mr.  MASTERMAN  hoped  the  ha. 
Baronet  would  see  his  way  to  withdnwtk 
Amendment.  It  was  perfectly  true  tbl 
it  was  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  M 
in  its  application  it  would  go  &r  faeyini 
the  scope  of  the  Bill.  As  far  ts  k 
could  judge  it  would  allow  a  ton 
council  to  exclude  one  of  its  own  membcs 
if  he  communicated  confidental  atifie 
ments  to  the  Press.  He  had  no  objectiii 
to  that ;  it  might  be  a  good  thin^ 
Such  things  had  been  done,  he  tegaM 
to  say,  even  in  connection  with  Ofl» 
mittees  of  the  House  of  ComnMm 
but  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  b» 
brought  within  the  Bill,  which  deift 
entirely  with  the  Press.  Confideiitiil 
documents  might  be  a  difficiilt7,  hrt 
the  Press  were  at  the  present  timi 
present  at  the  great  majority  of  ton 
council  discussions,  and  it  wu  Ui 
experience  that  they  habitually  re- 
sponded to  that  kind  of  appeal;  whenH 
if  they  passed  this  Amendment  it  would 
not  only  exclude  confidential  dociimenti 
but  give  the  local  authority  the  ri^ 
to  prevent  the  Press  reporting  things 
even  verbal  indecencies — ^using  in- 
decencies as  a  mild  expression,  such  tf 
scenes  in  the  council,  which  were  oor 
tainly  scandals  but  which  ought  to  be 
reported. 


Mr.  curb  an  (Durham,  Janow) 
strongly  opposed  the  AmeDxboaat 
Committees  of  loc^l  authorities  con- 
ducted many  of  the  affairs  of  the  local 
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authority  ought  not  to  be  put  in  the 
position  that  a  person  whom  they  did  not ' 
know  might  claim  to  be  admitted  as 
representing  the  Press.     There  might  be 
cases  where  someone  with  no  credentif  Is^ 
desired  to  enter  the  Press  gallery,  and 
the  authority  might  have  to  admit  some-^ 
body  who  had  no  right   to   admission,, 
or  if   they   excluded   him    they  might 
under  the  Bill,  as  it  stood,  be  proceeded 
against.    He  did  not  think  any  elaborate' 
evidence  of  authority  should  be  required, 
but  that  there  should  be  power  to  make 
a  regulation    requiring  that  the  repre^ 
sentative  should  produce  a  pass  or  card 
to   show    the    officials  that    he    really 
represented  a  paper. 


i»utlioritie8,  and  it  was  often  desirable 
^  is3ukt  their  transactions  should  be  reported 
IT.  fill  the  Press.  The  Amendment,  however, 
faivoiild  tend  towards  shutting  out  from 
j^Jflbe  ratepayers  any  information  as  to 
sfiliSie  transactions  of  such  committees. 
i^Qli  those  grounds  he  strongly  opposed 
*tatOke  Amendment.     He  believed  that  the 

ftransactions  of  popularly  elected  men 
^in   these  committees  ought  to  be  open 

,%o  the  public  Press,  and  if  that  had  been 

^tfte   case   up  to  now  there  would  not 

&ave  been  any  scandals  such  as  those 

"^iprhich  had  been  revealed  in  recent  times 

,  in  regard  to  the  business  transacted  by 

*  certain  boards  of  guardians. 
n 

^  *Mr.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  said 
lie  wanted  to  ask  his  hon.  friend  to 
■withdraw  his  Amendment.  If  it  applied 
3X  only  to  the  Press  it  was  not  wanted,  for 
tin  when  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
sr  Press  not  to  publish  any  matter 
'sir  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  for 
the  public  interest  that  it  should 
be  published,  it  was  his  experience 
that  they  always  responded  and  did 
not  publish  the  matter  in  question. 
But  if  the  Amendment  applied  to 
the  members  of  the  local  authorities 
he  could  not  for  a  moment  support  it. 
No  doubt  members  of  local  authorities 
sometimes  did  publish  what  had  better 
not  be  made  public ;  but  if  a  member  so 
ofiending  were  to  be  excluded  for  three 
months,  it  was  not  he  who  would  be 
punished  but  those  who  sent  him  to  the 
authority,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was 
in  the  public  interest  that  such  a  power 
of  exclusion  should  be  given  to  any 
public  body  whatever. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  thought  that 
on  the  whole  the  opinion  of  the  House 
was  against  the  Amendment,  and  al- 
though he  thought  it  would  act  well, 
he  did  not  intend  to  press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  cave  moved  to  insert  after  "regu- 
lations," the  words  "  as  to  the  evidence  to 
be  furnished  of  the  appointment  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Press,  and."  The  effect 
of  it  would  be  that  any  person  claiming 
to  be  a  representative  of  the  Press 
might  be  required  to  produce  some 
credentials.      He     thought     the     local  j 


Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford)  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  pa^e  1,  line  16,  after  the  word  *  regula- 
tions/ to  insert  the  words  *as  to  the  evidence 
to  be  famished  of  the  appointment  of  repre-' 
sentatives  of  the  Press  and.' " — [Mr,  Cave,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill.'' 

Mr.    ARTHUR    HENDERSON 

thought  there  was  a  good  deal  in  the 
point  that  the  local  authority  should  be 
satisfied  that  a  Press  representative 
was  really  acting  officially  on  behalf  of 
his  paper,  and  he  was  going  to  accept 
an  Amendment  later  on  inserting  the 
words  "  duly  accredited  representative." 
He  did  not  know  whether  that  would 
meet  the  point  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend.  If,  however,  it  did  not  he  was 
prepared  to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WINFREY  (Norfolk,  S.W.)  moved 
to  insert  in  line  19,  after  "  representa- 
tives," the  words  "  direct  or  indirect." 
His  object,  he  said,  was  to  cover  news 
agency  correspondents  and  so  forth. 
He  thought  his  proposal  would  be 
accepted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Barnard 
Castle. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skip- 
ton)  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  19,  after  the  word  *  repre- 
sentatives/ to  insert  the  words  *  direct  or 
indirect.'  ''^Mr,    Winfrey,) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill.'* 

Mr.    ARTHUR    HENDERSON 

thought  it  was  really  necessary  to 
accept  some  such  words  in  order  to 
safeguard  the  representatives  of  Press 
associations. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  the  words 
•'direct  or  indirect"  would  really  not 
strengthen  the  clause.  He  would  submit 
that  the  proper  place  to  discuss  the 
question  of  Press  agencies  was  at  the 
end  of  ( lause  2,  where  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  some  Amendments  which 
he  thought  both  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  and  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  accept. 

Mr.  cave  thought  the  words  "in- 
direct I  ^presentatives  of  the  Press " 
very  va,:ue,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
not  be  nserted. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WINFREY  moved  to  insert  at 
the  e  d  of  line  20,  after  **f opinions'* 
the  ^^  >rds  "or  on  the  ground  of  any 
repori;S  or  comments  published  by  such 
newspaper."  He  thought  it  was  obvious 
that  these  words  would  very  much  im- 
prove the  clause  on  the  ground  that 
sometimes  ne^'spapers  might  be  ex- 
cluded because  of  comments  published 
editorially. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  opinions,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  on  the  ground  of  any 
reports  or  comments  published  by  such  news- 
paper.' "—iMr.  Winfrey.) 

I  Question  pT  .^poscd,  "  That  those 
words  be  tl  are  inserted  in  the  J^ill." 

'  Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON 
thought  the  words  introduced  a  very 
great  in'provement,  and  he  accepted 
them. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

I 

*Mr.    NANNETTI    (Dublin,     College,' 
Green)  moved  to  insert  in  line  20,  after 
"  newspaper,"   the  words  "  or   through  I 


the  agency  of  such  repie8eatatiT&' 
An  agency  might  give  offence  in  nte 
way  to  a  local  authority,  and  he  tbcn^ 
it  would  stiengthen  the  daiue  ii 
safeguard  the  puhlic  if  the  lepresentith! 
of  a  news  agenoy  was  also  not  debaml 
from  exercising  his  calling  in  that  w^ 

Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  Becondd. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill- 

"  In  page  1,  line  20,  after  the  word  'nm. 
paper,*  to  insert  the  wardB  *  or  tbroni^  tb 
a;2;enoy  of  such  lepreeentativefl.'  *' — (Jfr.I» 
nctii.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  wonk 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  siuL 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  thev  y 
not  inserted  "  direct  or  indirect**  k 
was  disposed  to  accept  the  Amendmol 
It  seemed  to  him  that  they  would  reqnift 
some  words  to  cover  the  case  of  the  » 
presentatives  of  various  Press  assodir 
tions.  If  this  was  the  right  place  ti 
insert  the  words  he  accepted  them. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  that thiswist 
penal  clause,  and  as  agencies  wen  il> 
mittted  in  the  last  section  of  Ckm 
2,  he  thought  it  might  be  desiiabk 
if  not  altogether  essential,  to  insert  tk 
words  in  this  place. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.. 

V  Mr.  guinness  moved  the  iiiB«rtii« 
of  the  following  words  :  **  Nothing  ii 
this  Act  shall  prevent  the  exclusion  of  tk 
representatives  of  any  newspaper  on  As 
ground  of  the  publication  of  confidentU 
do<;u]nonts."  He  felt  that  it  was  neeei- 
sary  to  move  this  Amendment  in  viev 
of  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Baionet  Ae 
Member  for  the  City  had  withdrawn  hii 
Aniendment.  The  Amendment  which 
he  now  proposed  was  to  deal  with  » 
difficulty  which  might  very  often  arise. 
There  was  a  case  only  last  week  in  tbe 
London  County  Council  where  a  doeu- 
ment  marked  "  private  and  confidentiil," 
a,  report  officially  to  the  counciL  Md 
intended  only  for  the  use  of  memben, 
had  been  obtained.by  a  certjaln  iiev9- 
paper  and  published  by  them^  although 
they   stated  in  theii    columns  that  it 
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was  marked  "  private  and  confidential." 
He  thought  in  a  case  like  that  the  local 
authority  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to 
protect  themselves. 

Viscount  MORPETH  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill 

*'  In  page  1,  line  20»  after  the  words 
laBt  in<«rtod,  to  insert  the  words  'nothing 
In  this  Act  shall  preyent  the  exclusion 
of  the  representatives  of  any  newspaper  on  the 
ground  of  the  publication  of  oonfi  lential  docu- 
ments.* *' — {Mr.  Ouinness.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
hoped  the  Government  would  not 
accept  the  Amendment.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  hon.  Member  was  taking  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  this  Bill  to  drag 
in  a  local  question  pertaining  to  the 
London  County  Council.  When  oppor- 
tunity offered,  there  would  be  a  full  and 
adequate  reply  to  the  suggestion  which 
the'  hon.  Member  had  made.  If  the 
Amendment  were  adopted,  it  would  give 
a  great  power  to  the  local  authority. 
What  would  be  the  position  ?  A  local 
authority  would  only  need  to  call  every- 
one of  their  documents  "  private  and 
confidential "  to  keep  all  information 
from  the  public.  Who  was  to  decide 
what  was  "  private  and  confidential "  ? 
The  very  case  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
alluded  was  the  strongest  argument  that 
could  be  put  forward  against  the  Amend- 
ment. He  understood  that  the  document 
referred  to  was  of  an  entirely  public 
character,  and  surely  it  was  open  to  the 
Press  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  a  committee 
or  of  a  local  authority  who  might  be 
disposed  to  mark  any  and  every  docu- 
ment "  private  and  confidential."  He 
thought  that  in  this  instance  it  was  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  had 
described  it  as  "  private  and  confidential." 
But  whether  it  was  or  not  it  did  not  alter 
his  objection  to  the  Amendment.  He 
thought  that  the  Bill  without  it  would  be 
strong  enough,  and  to  insert  the  words 
proposed  would  encourage  local  authori- 
ties to  mark  too  many  of  their  documents 
"  private  and  confidential,"  and  to  keep 
important  facts  entirely  from  the  public. 


Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 
In  the  first  place,  this  subsection  was 
really  drafted  by  those  for  whom  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  moved  the  Amend- 
ment was  really  acting.  In  Committee 
upstairs  he  had  promised  that  he  would 
meet  the  hon.  Member's  point,  and  he 
had  met  it  by  accepting  this  subsection. 
Having  done  so,  he  thought  it  was  just 
a  little  unfair  on  the  Report  stage  to  ask 
him  to  accept  such  a  drastic  Amendment 
as  was  now  proposed.  For  that  reason 
and  for  other  reasons  which  he  could 
state,  he  must  decline  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  for  Buiy  would  see 
his  way  to  withdraw  the  Amendment, 
especially  as  they  had  given  way  on  the 
point  of  a  two-thirds  majority,  and  an 
absolute  majority.  The  .Ainendinent  did 
not  really  deal  with  the  Bill.  This 
clause  was  a  special  clause  against  news- 
papers. There  had  been  a  long  debate 
in  that  House  in  reference  to  The  Times 
newspaper's  publishing  confidential  doou« 
ments  of  Committees,  and  if  the  Amend- 
ment were  adopted,  they  might  have  the 
town  council  of  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
if  Orkney  and  Shetland  had  a  town 
council,  excluding  The  Times  reporter^ 
because  The  Times  in  London  had 
published  a  confidential  report  or  docu- 
ment of  that  House.  That  was  an 
impossible  position  so  far  as  this  Bill  was 
concerned,  and  they  held  that,  if  there 
was  any  discussion  on  a  confidential 
document,  it  was  for  the  local  authority 
by  a  majority  to  declare  that  it  was 
inexpedient  in  the  public  interest  that 
the  Press  should  be  admitted.  If,  how- 
ever, representatives  of  the  Press  were 
admitted,  they  should  have  a  right  to 
publish  the  document,  but  the  Press 
should  not  be  held  responsible  or  penalised 
if  they  obtained  it  through  another 
source. 

Viscount  MORPETH  said  that  the  Bill 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  not 
upstairs  in  Committee,  and  they  had 
their  rights  in  that  House,  irrespective 
of  arrangements  come  to  between  parties 
upstairs.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  tiie 
quarrel  that  J  had  taken  place  in  the 
London  County  Council  in  regard  to  the 
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publication  in  the  Press  of  a  con- 
fidential document.  He  did  not  know 
in  that  particular  case  on  which  side  the 
rights  were.  But  it  was  quite  obvious, 
looking  at  it  from  a  general  point  of 
view,  that  in  the  London  County  Council 
there  must  be  some  documents  of  a 
confidential  character,  and  who  was  to 
be  the  authority  to  decide  that  a  docu- 
ment was  confidential,  and  treat  it  as 
such  ?  Was  it  to  be  the  local  body 
which  was  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
administering  local  affairs,  or  was  it 
to  be  the  Press  ?  Were  the  Press  to  be 
the  judge  of  whether  a  document  ought 
to  be  confidential  ?  Anyone  could 
imagine  quite  easily  that  there  were  a 
great  many  things  in  local  government 
which  it  was  desirable  to  keep  confidential, 
at  any  rate,  for  a  time.  There  were  now 
imder  the  Education  Act  a  great  many 
matters  affecting  the  discipline  of  teachers 
in  the  schools,  in  which  delicate  inquiries 
had  to  be  made,  and  it  might  be 
most  prejudicial  to  justice  if  they  were 
made  public  before  they  were  completed, 
and  whilst  the  papers  were  still  private, 
and  ought  to  be  private.  During  the 
holding  of  such  inquiries  it  would  be 
most  undesirable  that  the  proceedings 
should  be  published  broadcast  in  the 
Press.  Anybody  could  easily  understand 
that  in  such  a  case  as  the  purchase  of 
lands  and  sites  it  would  be  most  pro- 
judicial  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
that  there  should  be  reports  published 
in  regard  to  the  estimates  of  cost, 
while  the  documents  were  still  confidential. 
There  ought  to  be  some  means  of  dealing 
with  a  newspaper  which  wilfully  dis- 
regarded these  private  and  confidential 
matters,  and  which,  judging  for  them- 
selves, were  a  law  to  themselves  and 
published  things  which  ought  to  bo 
regarded  Jis  private.  For  that  reason  he 
supported  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
Amendment  because  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  penalty  was  a  very  mild  one  for 
what  might  be  a  very  serious  offence. 

♦Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  said  he  did 
not  see  how  a  document  which  was  read 
in  a  public  local  authority  with  seventy 
or  eighty  representjitives  could  be  con- 
fidential. The  noble  Lord  had  suggested 
cases  where  negotiations  were  going  on 
for  the  acquisition  of  land,  and  it  was 
very  undesirable  that  the  public  should 
know  the  intermediate  processoH  in  the 

J'incnunt  Morpeth. 


transaction.     No  doubt  it  was  veiy  ib- 
desirable  indeed,  bat  no  public  authority 
would  be  foolish  enough  toreadnuhi 
document  while  negotiations  of  that  kioi 
were  in  progress,  and   if   they  did,  al- 
though the  reporters    were    ahiolutdj 
forbidden  under  penalty   to  pablish  '\ 
with  eighty  representatives  it  would  In 
out  directly,  and  very   likely  aome  oi 
these  representatives  would  go  andgecon 
the  property  for  themselves.     It  wat  d 
the  last  importance  that  all  transactioM 
afiecting    the    public    and    local   pobbe 
resources  should    be     watched    by  the 
public  or  the  Press  which  represented  the 
public.     Another  objection  which  he  hid 
to  the  Amendment  was  that  it  proposed 
to  punish  a  newspaper,  which  published 
one  of  these  confidential  documents,  erec 
inadvertently,  or  by  an  error  of  judgmeoti 
for  ever.     That  was  to  say»  if  a  doeumem 
had  appeared  in  the  leading  local  pqier 
which  had  been  criticising  rather  snuutij 
the  doings    of   a  local    authority,  thej 
would    for  ever  after  that  be  excloded 
from  the  public  body. 

♦Mr.  NANNETTI  hoped  the  Boon 
would  not  accept  the  Amendment 
It  was  admitted  that  the  Press  woaU 
bo  excluded,  and  if  a  docQmeBt 
marked  ''private  and  confideot'al' 
was  circulated  in  the  Press  it  was  prqioied 
to  punish  the  newspaper.  Why  shooU 
they  punish  the  newspaper  for  the  aetioi 
of  an  individual  who  was  on  his  honoor 
asked  to  keep  a  document  confidendil 
and  strictly  private  ?  That  was  a  matter 
for  the  corporation  or  the  local  body  tb( 
had  to  deal  with  it.  If  a  member  abuied 
the  privilege  or  gave  a  copy  to  a  newi- 
paper,  he  could  not  for  the  life  of  him  M 
why  the  newspaper  should  be  compelled 
not  to  publish  that  document  if  they  eo 
desired.  It  might  oven  be  in  the  pabb 
interest.  It  might  happen  that  a  doco* 
nicnt  of  \ntal  interest  to  the  public  might 
be  marked  "private  and  confidential'* 
and  then  no  newspaper  would  dare  to 
publish  because  of  the  penalty  that  the 
Bill  would  impose.  Any  of  the  memben 
present  at  the  meeting  might  give  a  oxsff 
of  a  document  and  it  would  be  an  inte^ 
feronce  with  the  liberty  of  the  Press  to 
]>rohibit  its  publication  under  such  dr- 
cunistances.  They  were  the  best  judges  u 
to  whether  a  document  marked  •*  private 
and  confidential ''  should  be  published  or 
not,  and  he  thought  in  that  democratic 
House  they  were  not  going  to  attempt  to 
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l>ring  in  restrictions  on  the  Press  and  on 
[  vesponsible  editors  who  knew  what  they 
i    were  doing  and  would  not  publish    a 

1  -doeument  dealing,  for  instance,  with  the 

2  «ale  of  land.  With  regard  to  the  docu- 
^  ment  relating  to  London  County  Ck>uncil 
i    finance,  the  universal  opinion  was  that  it 

I);  should  have  been  published.  He  was 
I  not  going  to  find  fault  with  the 
ii  |Miper  that  published  it.  It  was  quite 
^  justified  in  publishing  it.  Having  had 
i];  the  document  given  them  it  would  be  ^ 
(.  mistake  if  the  Press  did  not  use  their 
^  judgment  and  publish  it  if  they  so 
^  desired.  He  hoped  the  Amendment 
r    would  not  be  accepted. 

I        The    parliamentary    SECRE- 

3  TARY  TO  THE  ADMIRALTY  (Dr. 
..  Macnamara,  Camberwell,  N.)  did  not 
:.'  -deny  that  this  was  not  at  all  an  easy 
j,  matter.  On  the  face  of  it  it  would 
^  almost  appear  that  they  wanted  some 
^    punitive  power  over  a  Press  representative 

who  misused  the  right  which  this  Bill  con- 
ferred on  him.  At  the  instance  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  they  had  said  that  by  a 
bare  majority  they  could  exclude  Press 
representatives  as  often  as  they  pleased 
•during  the  course  of  a  meeting.  Hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  were  afraid  Test,  not- 
withstanding these  precautions,  they 
might  get  into  their  hands  a  confidential 
document  and  make  an  improper  use  of 
it.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
South  Birmingham  was  particularly 
Anxious  about  that  and  spoke  of  the 
•early  publication  of  matters  affecting  the 
purchase  of  land  and  the  disciplinary 
treatment  of  teachers.  He  was  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  it  from  him  because 
the  noble  Lord  was  for  a  number  of  years 
Chairman  of  the  School  Accommodation 
Committee  of  the  London  School  Board, 
and  he  should  say  never  under  any  cir- 
cumstances had  he  to  complain  of  any 
misuse  at  any  time  in  these  very  im- 
portant matters  by  the  Press  of  any 
private  and  confidential  information 
which  might  possibly  have  come  into 
their  hands. 

Viscount  MORPETH:  I  have  no 
personal  complaint,  nor  do  I  know  per- 
sonally any  instance  of  a  grievance,  but 
I  want  to  guard  against  cases  that  might 
arise. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  was 
what  he  thought.      But  a  local  authority 
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might  mark  all  its  papers  ''private  and 
confidential "  and  defeat  the  whole  object 
of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  confer  on  the 
Press  a  right  which  it  did  not  at  present 
possess.  Then  under  the  terms  of  the 
Amendment,  because  of  the  misuse  of 
a  document — ^and  he  did  not  under- 
stand how  it  could  come  into  his  hands, 
because  he  could  be  turned  out  as  often 
as  was  desired  during  one  meeting  when- 
ever a  matter  of  a  confidential  character 
turned  up — but  if  it  came  into  the 
reporter's  hands  by  some  mysterious 
means  he  could  be  turned  out  for  ever. 
He  was  sure  the  mover  would  not  go 
quite  so  far.  Then  there  was  the  point 
made  by  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  that  if  a 
member  of  the  local  authority  for  reasons 
best  known  to  himself,  having  access  to 
all  private  and  confidential  documents, 
handed  them  to  the  Press,  the  result 
would  be  that  the  unfortunate  Press 
representative  would  be  turned  out. 
Although  he  admitted  the  difficulty  and 
could  not  but  admit  the  reasonableness  of 
having  some  punitive  power  for  misuse, 
this  was  not  a  form  in  which  they  could 
in  any  practical  way  apply  it,  and  he 
hoped  the  Amendment  would  not  be 
pressed. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  failed  to  appreciate  the 
position  of  those  who  were  pressing  the 
Amendment.  It  had  a  much  wider  scope 
than  he  had  realised.  There  was  a  docu- 
ment which  the  local  authority  were  of 
opinion  was  confidential.  A  newspaper 
got  hold  of  it  by  some  means  or  other. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible  for  the,  local 
authority  to  prove  who  was  the  person 
who  had  given  it  up.  At  present  the 
local  authority  had  full  power  to  deal 
with  newspapers.  This  Bill  was  going 
to  take  that  power  away ;  there- 
fore he  asked  the  House  to  pause 
before  they  did  that  and  left  no  power 
to  deal  with  what  might  be  a  very 
serious  matter.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
appealed  to  his  noble  friend  whether 
or  not  he  ever  had  any  trouble  with  the 
Press  when  at  the  school  board.  But  they 
were  taking  away  the  power  which  the 
local  authority  had  now  of  dealing  with 
the  Press.  One  obvious  reason  why 
they  had  had  no  trouble  was  that  they 
had  the  means  of  dealing  with  it  if 
trouble  occurred.  But  further  than  that, 
they  knew  that  confidential  documents 
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of  ilie  Preu)  BSl,         Vi, 


liiul  Im'dii  (liHcloHod  from  time  to  time. ! 
liy  whom?  That  waH  exactly  the, 
ilidioully  thoy  were  invariably  met  by, ' 
1111(1  HUHpicioii  wan  thrown  on  clerks  and  | 
othorH  who  had  had  possession  of  the  | 
dociiniont. 


fidential  document,  and  it  woqU  be  tod 
benefit  of  the  particular  p^Kr  whidi  h 
managed  to  get  the  docamenL  Porth 
i  reason  this  should  be  supported  y  i 
I  important  Amendment,  it  was  of  tk 
'  last  importance  that  many  docomei 
I  should  not  be  made   common  propm 

Mk.  DALZIEL:  The  rei)ortor  may  ^J^f>' "^f^,^^*"?  tr*^vf  S^T'i^ 
have  the  contents  summarised  and  sent ;  f^f^  P^^^f^^"^^^^^  Pf  ^  w^  "^' 
^^^  l^jj^  left  m  the  Bill.       It  could  do  no  hinii 

the  Press,  and  he  was  sure  local  aathini 
could  be  entrusted  with  power  to  di 
Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  in  that  case  ~  


the  local  authority  whom  they  were 
trusting  with  such  very  great  powers  in 
other  matters  would  never  think  of 
defiling  unfairly  with  a  newspaper  which 
did  such  a  thing  as  that.  They 
must  trust  the  local  authority  not 
to  do  such  a  grave  act  of  injustice  as  to 
treat  a  newspaper  unfairly  in  that  way. 
They  must  assume  that  the  local 
authority  knew  the  tremendous  impor- 
tance of  the  power  which  resided  in  them, 
and  some  part  of  which  should  be  kept 
in  their  hands,  and  that  they  would 
only  deal  with  newspapers  who  had  got 


could  be 

with    the    Press     who    bad    knowiul 

published  a  confidential  document 


L0Ki>  E.  CECIL  5A>i  the  Goverjc 
did  not  really  quite  appreciate  the  on 
on  which  the  Bill  i^esced.  EvenM 
knew  it  rested  on  tbe  celebrated  <ut\ 
which  a  local  authorisr  unfairly  excae 
representatives,  not  of  the  Press  a:  aa 
but  of  a  particular  newspaper.  The  ii 
the  grievance  they  had  to  meet,  laii 
whole  ix)int  of  the  Bill  was  to  pc^i 
such  a  thing  being  done,  and  ik  ii 
clauHC,  which  gave  power  to  exclodeins 


hold  of  documents  which  were  really  \  public  interest,  said  specifically  t2u:  ■ 
furnished  by  a  breach  of  trust  on  the  part  j  news^wper  must  not  be  exclo&d  m 
oi  ><iniebody.  it    was  impo^fsible  to  say  '  another  admitted.      The  AmendaunEi 


whom,  ii rid  therefore  were  making  money 
out  of  the  publication  of  a  confidential 
tloruinonc,  and  so  increasing  their  circula- 
tion ti»  the  exclusion  oi  other  papers  who 
hail  run  porfcccly  straight.  He  had  had  a 
jiivai  deal  ti»  do  with  confider*tial  docu- 
niontN  :iHd  ho  knew  the  temptation  to 
w\uK'\\  i-lorks*  in  receiptor*  small  salaries 
wiMt»  o\po8ieti.  U  was  idle  :o  :eil  him 
ho  had  to  pn>\e  who  had  br:ker  his 
iMiM  Ivioiv  the  uewsj.'aper  cubiished  the 
dov  1 1 1 M  o  M I .  bci'  ;i  i  1 5?<*  '.  c  CO  II  Id  ::  oc  M  p  roved. 
\\\\K  \\\\\\  .liiihoi'iy  vM^bc  :  ha'«e  s^i-me 
I  Ml  lii  'la: 'lis,  1:  lad  i:  Z'.**".  and 
<■'  Mi;':*,  'ti'i  ■.•■  '.aktf  wy*  >-ch  a 
I    ,«    uai   ^*■l■.l   .1  -rewvi^-ayer  which 

1.1,-..      ,•:!.'.:*:  \    o     »o  J \:;r\*?w  w -;«.''  :c  :he 

\s  .       *.'»»■;•.•.  '  'K'     K' 


drafted  would  undoubtedly  deicr^f  i 
whole  Bill.  There  could  not  b»  m 
question  about  that.  A  local  aaan 
would  merely)  have  to  mark  vm 
single  document  *' confidential,' -jr  in 
wards  decide  that  it  was.  and  ^ 
to  exclude  the  newspaper  in  tb' 
Then  it  did  not  say ''knowinglT  ]^ 
If  the  newspaper  acddentalhr  ] 
they  would  have  the  power'  %»  a  i 
Lastly,  the  exclusion  would  s*  oh 
indefinite,  and  it  would  dok  ^ 
because  the  newspaper  wanGc 
to  make  arrangementB 
newspapers  if  it 
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?)  on  doing  what  it  bad 
he  Amendment  would 
It  went  much  too  far  as  isr  ^ 
was  concerned,  and  if  liiere  ^wk^ 
;n  the  danger — ^for  he  wat  nic 
:o  say  there  was  noihim: — r: 
:o  be'  dealt  with  by  a  v 
of  Amendment,  and  cnuic  our- 
$idered,  if  at  all  in 
:hev  had  time  to  c 
could  be  done  and  n 
ho(HKl  the  hon.  Mi 
way  to  withd 
out  prejudice  so 
the  matter  on  i 
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fsanent  exclusion 
'*-sily  be  met  by 


I    ♦Mr.  guinness  said  he  quite  realised 

^  tibat  the  House  was  in  rather  a  difficulty 
in  discussing  the  Amendment  because  of 
necessity  he  had  only  put  it  down  at  the 

^hmt  moment,  and  he  also  realised  that 
there  were  strong  objections  to  the 
present  form  of  wording,  but  he  thought 

^tiiat  could  be  dealt  with  so  as  to  meet 
Mints  that  had  been  raised.     The  point 

;'ilutt  the  Amendment  involved  the  per- 
of  the  Press  could 
putting  in  the  words 

1^  •*  pending  satisfactory  explanation,"  and 

^  if  the  newspaper  showed  that  it  did  not 
do  it  wilfully,  the  exclusion  could  of 
oourse  immediately  be  cancelled.  There 
was    another  point  which    also  had   a 

*  good  deal  of  force,  that  the  newspaper 
might  not  know  that  the  documents  were 

■  private  and  confidential.  That  could 
'  easily  be  met  by  omitting  the  words 
-  **  confidential  documents  "  at  the  end  and 
'  penalising  newspapers  from  the  publica- 

>  tion  of  documents  issued  by   the  local 

■  authority  to  its  members  as  private  and 

>  confidential.  The  particular  point  which 
}  he  had  in  his  mind  was  that  newspapers 
^  could  now  l)oast  of  issuing  these  private 
K  and  confidential  documents,and  he  thought 
t  in  the  interests  of  local  government  it  was 
I  most  necessary  that  officials  of  local  auth- 
I  orities  should  be  protected  from  this  unde- 
I  eirable  publication.  It  was  most  necessary 
I   that  the  officials  should  be  free  from  any 

suspicion  of  party  bias,  and  if  their  private 
[  recommendations  to  a  committee  could 
;    be  published  by  a  newspaper,  he  thought 
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confidential  document,  saying :  "  We  will 
keep  out  the  representative  of  that 
particular  newspaper."  But  if  the  Bill 
passed  in  its  present  form  that  deterrent 
would  be  taken  away  from  the  Press,  and 
they  would  be  able  to  publish  confi- 
dential documents  with  absolute  inpunity. 
He  hoped  the  Amendment  would  be 
accepted  in  the  form  which  he  now 
proposed,  limiting  the  period  until  there 
was  a  satisfactory  explanation,  and  the 
documents  to  those  issued  as  private 
and  confidential. 

♦  Mr.  M ASTERMAN  said  the  course 
the  hon.  Member  was  adopting  was  an 
impossible  way  of  doing  business.  The 
hon.  Member  confessed  that  this  idea  had 
never  occurred  to  him  until  the  hon. 
Baronet  spoke.  Surely  this  was  a  question 
of  a  penal  clause  quite  apart  from  the  Bill. 
He  was  not  satisfied  with  these  alterations. 
It  might  conceivably  be  desirable  that  it 
should  be  made  possible  to  prosecute  the 
Press  in  certain  circumstances  under  due 
safeguards ;  but  that  was  &  totally  diflFer- 
ent  matter  from  excluding  Press  repre- 
sentatives. If  the  Press  wished  to 
publish  confidential  documents,  it  had  no 
difficulty  in  getting  those  documents  from 
other  sources.  It  might  be  desirable  that 
a  Bill  penalising  the  Press  should  be 
introduced,  but  he  submitted  that  this 
was  not  the  proper  place  to  do  it. 

Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchurch)  hoped 
the  House  would  not  accept  the  Amend- 


they  made  the  position  of  the  permanent  I  ment  in  one  form  or  the  other.     During 


officials  of  these  authorities  practically 
impossible.  He  did  not  think  there 
was  any  danger  of  newspapers  being 
excluded  without  just  cause  if  they  made 
it  an  essential  that  these  documents 
should  have  been  issued  and  marked 
"  private  and  confidential."  If  they  did 
not  agree  with  this  Amendmebt  they 
would  put  a  great  advantage  in  the 
hands  of  those  newspapers  who  were  un- 
scrupulous enough  to  publish  an  official 
document  with  a  view  to  improving  their 
circulation.  The  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty asked  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 


the  ten  years  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  London  County  Council  he  never 
remembered  the  public  interest  being 
seriously  injured  by  publications  in  the 
Press,  though  great  inconvenience  had 
sometimes  been  caused  to  parties.  A 
public  authority  could  call  any  document 
"  private  and  confidential."  Indeed, 
practically  every  document  of  the  London 
County  Council  except  the  Council  agenda 
paper  and  one  or  two  papers  circulated 
with  it  was  already  so  marked.  It  was 
ridiculous  to  give  a  local  authority  power 
to   mark  all  its  documents  confidential, 


for  South  Birmingham  whether,  when  he  |  and  then  take  action  against  the  Press, 
was  on  the  London  School  Board,  he  ever  ; 

met  any  case  of  misuse  of  privilege  by  |  Sir  ARTHUR  BIGNOLD  (Wick 
the  Press,  and  his  hon.  friend  said  he  did  ,  Burghs),  referring  to  the  obligation  im- 
not ;  but  in  those  days  the  Press  could  be  i  posed     by    the     words    "  private     and 


very  easily  penalised,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  London  School 
Board,    if    the    Press  had   published  a 


confidential "  upon  a  letter,  recalled 
a  case  in  which  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, when  Prime  Minister,  received 

I  2 
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Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Edward?,  Ciement  (Denbigh) 

E88CX,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett.  R.  Lacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Flvnn,  James  Christopher 

Foster.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Cladstone.Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 

Ooddard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

ItuUand,  John  W. 

Onrdon.Rt  HnSir  W.Brampton 

Halpin.  J. 

Han^ourt.  Robert  V.(  Mont  rose) 

Hanlie.  J.Keir  (MerthjT  Tydvil 

Harmsworth.  (Wil  B.  (WorcV.) 

Hart -Da  vies.  T. 

Ha  slam.  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth.  Arthur  A. 

Hazel.  Dr.  A.  E. 

Henderson.  Arthur  /Durham^ 

Henry,  Charie?  S. 

Higham.  John  Sharp 

Hobhouse.  Charles  E.  H. 

Hvxlge,  John 

Ho^an.  Michael 

Holt.  Richanl  Duming 

Howaixl.  Hon.  i>offrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Jaooby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Janiine,  Sir  J. 

Jowett.  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich.  Sir  George 

Kincaid-Smith.  Captain 

King,  AlfnM  John  (Knutsford) 

l^mont.  Norm  an 

Ijea.  Hugh  vViUSt.Pancras.E.^ 

I.undou,  W. 

l.upton.  Arnold 

l.uitn*ll.  Hujrh  Fo^koe.- 

Maodopald.  J.  R.  ^I.eii't^sTor^  . 


Maodonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B^ghs 

Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J- 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

M*CalIum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  Ceorge 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem.  Nathaniel 

Molteno.  Percy  Alport 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  O.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan.  J.  Tiloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Muldoon.  John 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Murph>,  N.  J.  (Kilkenny,  S.) 

Murray. Capt.Hn  AC.(Kincard. ) 

Nannetti.  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nichol8on,ChariesN.^Doncast'i 

Nolan.  Joseph 

Nugent.  Sir  Walter  Richard 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare.  X.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

Pearce.  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Phillips.  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Ponsonbv,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestlev,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

Radford.  G.  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards.  T.  F.(  Wolverh'mpt'p 

Ridsdale.  E.  \. 

Roberts.  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberjp.  G.  H.  (Nonr-ch) 

Rocho.  John  (Galwav.  East) 

Roi\.  Sir  Thoma^t 

Rowlands.  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel.  Herbert  L.  •  Cleveland) 

Sohv.*nn.  Sir  C.F.t Manchester) 


Soott^H-CA'ht'ii-miaa^Ifa 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  JaaiM 

Shaw,  Bt.  Hon.  T.  (HawicUJ 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sloan,  Thomaa  Henry 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrin,8.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Stoff  s,  N.  W.) 

Steadman,  W.  a 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

StrauBS,  K  A.  (Abingdoa) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  £. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcHM 

Tennant,  H.  J-  (Berwickshiw) 

Thome,  G.  R-  (Wolverhamptti 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  Bi. 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H  De  R.  (Leiccitwj 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-TiHtt 

Wardle.  George  J. 

Waring.  Walter 

Waaon,  Rt.Hn.  E.(ChM;kmanBB 

Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkocj) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumhartoashin) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath.  Nortk) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Haliiii) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhonghtoi) 

Winfrev,  R. 

Wood,t.  M'Kinnon 


Tellebs  fob  thx  Nois- 
Master  of  Elibank  and  Oip> 
tain  Norton. 


.Viuouilinont   pw[H>sod —  *  Board    power    to    vary    or    alter   vaA 

In  iviiso  1.  line  21.  to  leave  out  the  wonis    ivgulaTious.  but  there  was  nothing  in  A» 

he  Bill  to  prevent  the  local  authoritv  from 
^oiitg  l^ok  next  day  to  the  old  legak- 
Tions.  He  moved  to  amend  the  mA- 
section  by  adding  words  which  woqU 
pT^vent  the  local  authority  from  taking 
suoh  action. 


'  .iny  newstv»|vr.'  .-iUii  to  insert  the  «vrvi# 


A IV.  or.  dm  OUT  asinvd  to. 


An; o! '. d i v. out  pT\^ }h>so\1 — 


l:i 

vv^o  1,  l:ne  i,'\  :o  !o.*vo  v^.;:  \ 

he  worvl 

*  i* 

.'  Ar. 

vl   :o  insert   :ho  ^or\i 

*  :h«  y.' 

—  .V'. 

J.' 

Alv.o 

v.dv/.ov.:  auTx^ni  ;o. 

Mk, 

MASIT.KMAN    sa 

*.vl       >u 

>iv::o:; 

.  '^ 

'  o: 

i";'iV.>o    i  v.avo  :V.o 

?t^yt>; 

^v.:a:'.\o 

o: 

.'iV.V 

v.o\\>:vi:v7  :ho  r.^V 

:  ot  a; 

^:V:i*    to 

:: 

.0     1 

vv.r.    r»o>or.:v.ov.r 

IVar^i" 

*  *     Vio 

•o 

*:  .-ii. 

i.T;v'M\i  \  V  :V.o  rt^.:v... 

v.aAo  Vv 

.s 

\\,^' 

;',;;:  ho-'.:  V  :or  :ho:t 

;,-.^*v.v." 

vvlav.ov. 

c 

::-.o 

■?:•  V  rt* sor. : A : :  \  o>  o:  : ' 

;r  IV^ 

s      Tho 

s\ 

;l  >»\ 

:\:.  d^o  :>,o   lAva 

.    vio\Yr-.r.*,ov.: 

A!r.o!'.dment  proposed — 

"  In  ivise  1.  line  25.  at  end,  to  add  the  \ 
'  And  no  re^ralAiicm.*  in  so  fmr  as  they  we  to 
T^ried  cr  Altered  »lull  be  snbseqnently  Taaed 
^^  rv^jk^iniifd  br  the  local  aothority  wHhoit 
:h<  V x^csra:  of  the  Baud.*  **— (Jfr.  MaUvwrnB,) 


\^v.o<:'.or..  "  That  those  words  he  tkeie 
insk^rred."  puT.  ar.d  agreed  to. 

*Mk,  UvMOXT  iBntesluie)  moTed  an 
A:v.ov.d:v.ev.T  :o  provide  that  notiee  of 
r.;cv:;v.Cfi  ot  the  local  anthontj  ihoaU 
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[  l)e  sent  by  the  clerk  not  only  to   the 

'Editor  as  proposed,  but  to  the  local 
"■riepresentative  of  any  newspaper  circulat- 
'^ing  in  the  district  of  the  local  authority. 
"^Ab  illustrating  the  necessity  for  thus 
jf  Amendment,  he  stated  that  one  of  the 

papers  which  circulated  most  largely  in 
^  mB  constituency  was  published  at  Largs. 
•-•Great  delay  would  be  caused  if  notice  bad 
^^4o  be  sent  to  the  editor  at  Largs  instead 

-of  to  the  local  representative  at  Millport. 

As  he  understood  from  the  hon.  Member 
-  for  Barnard  Castle  that  he  would  accept 
"^^his  Amendment,  he  would  not  further 

-^letain  the   House  by  argument  in   its 

(favour. 


Mr.  watt  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  1,  after  the  word  *  editor, 
-to  insert  the  words  *  or  the  local  representa- 
ctive.*  "— (Jfr.   LamorU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*Mr.  CARLILE  said   that,    while  he 
Tiad  all  sympathy  with  the   Press,   he 
thought  this  Amendment  was  an  undue 
-extension  of  the  subsection.     Was   the 
•correspondent  in  every  little  village  to  be 
recognised   as   the   local   representative 
-of  a  newspaper  to  whom  the  clerk  of  the 
local  authority  was  to  be  obliged  to  send 
Tiotice   of  meetings  ?     The  Amendment 
would  make  the  subsection  far  too  wide, 
and  he  hoped  the  obligation  placed  upon 
the  clerk  would  be  confined  to  sending 
notice    to    the  editor  who  was  the  re- 
sponsible person  on  the  staff  of  a  news- 
paper. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) hoped  the  Amendment  would 
not  be  accepted.  If  these  words  were 
inserted,  the  clerk  of  the  local  authority 
would  be  liable  to  be  charged  with  a 
breach  of  duty  because  he  did  not 
•comply  with  a  written  request  to  be  fur- 
nished \inth  notices  of  meetings  from  one 
who  described  himself  as  the  local 
representative  of  a  newspaper.  The  edi- 
tor was  not  inaccessible,  and  he  was 
surely  enough  for  all  practical  purposes. 
He  objected  to  so  peremptory  a  duty  as 
the  Amendment  required  being  placed  on 
;the  clerk  of  the  local  authority. 


Mr.  BYLES  said  he  did  not  think 
the  hon.  Baronet  understood  the  position. 
The  Amendment  appeared  to  be  perfectly 
reasonable.  It  was  reasonable  that  the 
local  representative  in  a  small  country 
town  should  be  the  recipient  of  the 
notices  of  meetings.  The  editor  might 
be  in  a  city  a  considerable  distance  away. 
If  a  newspaper  had  a  branch  office  in 
a  town  fifty  miles  away  from  the  place 
of  publication,  it  would  be  absurd  to 
require  that  the  notice  should  be  sent 
to  the  editor  to  be  re-transmitted  to  the 
representative  on  the  spot  who  was 
responsible  for  the  reports  of  the  meetings 
of  that  particular  local  authority. 

♦Mr.    REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  he  wished  cordially  to  support  the 
Amendment.    He  thought  hon.  Members 
opposite  who  had  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment did  not  realise  the  situation.     The 
local  representatives  of  newspapers  were 
often  separated  by  long  distances  from 
the  editor,   and  unless    the    subsection 
were  amended,  the  newspapers  concerned 
I  would  be  under  great  disabilities.      He 
I  would  take  the  case  of  a  newspaper  with 
'  a  circulation   in   a  group    of    boroughs 
edited  at  one  borough,  and  with  a  com- 
peting paper  at  another  borough.     The 
editor  could   not  personally  conduct  all 
'  the  business  or  make  all  applications  to 
I  the  local  authority,  while  on  the  other 
I  hand|  the  local  representative  of  such  a 
'  newspaper  would  be  a  perfectly  well-known 
j  and  trustworthy  person,  and  he  submitted 
!  that    there    was    very    good    reason    in 
scattered    constituencies    for    adopting 
I  the  Amendment,  of   which  he  cordially 
approved. 

Mr.    ARTHUR    HENDERSON    said 

that  if  they  did  not  accept  some  such 

Amendment   they   were   going   to   alter 

what  had   been   the  custom,   especially 

in  rural   districts,  for  very  many  years. 

I  He  could  give  a  concrete  illustration.     In 

I  his   own    constituency   there   were   two 

1  leading  morning  newspapers  circulated. 

I  They  had  representatives  who  were  in 

constant  touch  with  the  local  authorities, 

I  and  they  got  notices  of  meetings.     If 

i  the  notices  in  future  were  to  be  sent  to 

I  the    editors    twenty    miles    away,    the 

I  existing    arrangements    would    be    difl- 

I  turbed.    He  was  prepared  to  accept^the 

I  Amendment. 
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Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  opposed  the 
tile  Amendment  on  the  ground  that  it 
went  a  great  deal  too  far.  He  thought 
every  one  of  the  villages  in  his  own  con- 
stituency had  representatives  of  the 
Tory  or  Radical  Press  of  Hidl.  Were  these 
local  representatives  to  be  in  a  position 
to  request  the  clerk  of  the  local  authority 
to  send  them  notices  of  meetings  ?  He 
thought  the  hon.  Member  might  be  con- 
tent with  having  notice  sent  to  the  editor 
or  sub-editor. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  this  was 
a  matter  of  mutual  local  convenience, 
purely  administrative,  and  not  a  very 
serious  one.  The  Bill  was  rather  a  useful 
little  Bill,  containing  one  or  two  important 
jnatters  of  principle  which  he  hoped  they 
might  be  allowed  to  come  to.  With 
regard  to  the  Amendment,  he  reminded 
the  House  that  the  promoter  of  the  Bill 
had  undertaken  in  the  definition  of  news- 
paper representative  to  add  "  duly 
accredited."  If  this  was  added  a  great 
part  of  the  difficulty  would  disappear. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  circulating  in  the  district 
of  the  local  authority."  He  did  not  see 
why  the  subsection  should  be  restricted 
by  these  words.  What  was  good  for  one 
was  good  for  all. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  circulating  in  the  district  of  the  local 
authority.'  "— (-Sir  F.  Banbury,) 

Question  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
put,  and  negatived. 

*Mr.  LAMONT  moved  an  Amendment 
providing  that  the  notice  of  a  meeting 
sent  to  the  editor  should  be  accompanied 
"  with  the  agenda  of  business."  In 
order  to  carry  out  this  Amendment  it 
would  only  be  necessary  to  print  a  few 
more  copies  of  the  agenda,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  would  involve  much  additional 
cost. 

Mr.  watt  seconded  the  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  page  2,  line  3,  after  the  wofd  ^notiei,'  I 
to  insert  the  words  *  with  agend*  of  thr  ' 
business.'  " — {Mr.    LanumL) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  va4 1 
be  there  inserted." 

*Mr.  guinness  hoped  tho  Hott 
would  not  accept  this  Amendment  & 
believed  it  would  involve  large  additiml 
expense  to  the  local  authorities.  Tk 
mover  of  the  Amendment  thought  t 
would  only  mean  the  printing  of  a  &f 
extra  agendas.  He  himself  thon^^  it 
would  mean  the  printing  of  a  few  hundni 
extra  agendas.  Perhaps  the  mover  £d 
not  realise  that  in  many  cases  the  tgendi 
contained  a  great  deal  of  interestii^ 
information,  and  to  supply  it  to  a  bigi 
number  of  newspapers  would  be  t» 
provide  them  with  cheap  and  economied 
"  copy."  It  seemed  to  him  it  was  enouf^ 
that  the  agenda  paper  should  be  sentt^ 
the  reporters  who  actually  attendid 
the  meetings.  If  it  was  sent  to  ewiy 
newspaper  in  the  kingdom  it  would  entd 
great  additional  expense  from  which  diflf 
would  get  no  advantage  in  return. 

*Mr.  REES  said  that  if  the  wori^ 
"  circulating  in  the  district "  ireie 
thrown  out,  as  he  understood  ihey  bit 
been,  it  was  absolutely  necessaiy  n> 
reject  the  Amendment,  because  titen 
would  be  no  limit  to  the  trouble  tod 
expense  caused  by  it.  There  was  enougk 
printing  done  nowadays  which  nobodr 
read.  One  of  the  greatest  troubles  olE 
the  age  was  the  growth  of  printed. 
matter,  and  even  the  throwing  of  il 
into  the  waste-basket  occupied  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  time. 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan)  mi 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
considered  the  extremely  ponderoBt 
character  of  these  agenda  papers,  the 
distribution  of  which  would  lay  ta 
inconvenient  burden  and  expense  on  the 
local  authorities.  All  that  was  wanted 
was  covered  by  the  words  "  due  notice." 


♦Mr.  LAMONT  said  that  it 
to  him  that  if  the  editor  had  a  copy 
of  the  agenda  paper  it  would  enabk 
him  to  decide  whether  it  was  neoessaiy 
to  send  a  reporter  to  the  meeting  or 
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not.     However,  after  the  expression  of 
^   opinion  which  had  been  given,  he  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

I        Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Id  pase  2,  hne  4,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
r  *and  wilful  neglect  to  do  ao  on  the  part  of 
^  such  clerk  or  other  officer  shall  be  an  offence 
'  panishable  at  eummary  iurisdiction  by  fine  not 
t    exceeding  five  pounds.  *'— (jStr  F.  Baidmry.) 

'-        Amendment  agreed  to. 

;  *Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  he  had  an 
Amendment  to  propose  which  was  rather 
important  and  which  he  hoped  the  House 
would  accept  unanimously.  It  was  to 
omit  subsection  (b),  which  provided 
that  an  education  committee,  established 
by  a  council  under  the  Education  Act, 
1902,  should,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act,  be  a  "  local  authority,"  so  far  as 
regarded  its  proceedings  which  did  not 
have  to  be  reported  to  the  council  for 
confirmation.  Representations  had  been 
made  that  an  education  committee, 
acting  as  an  executive  authority,  was 
in  exactly  the  same  position  as  many 
other  committees,  and  therefore  the 
Government  asked  the  House  to  omit 
the  subsection  making  it  a  general 
rule  that  that  publicity  should  be  given. 
Then,  if  this  Motion  to  omit  were  carried, 
when  he  came  to  propose  the  amended 
clause  he  would  move  it  in  a  lM)mewhat 
different  fashion.  Representations  had 
been  made  that,  from  the  nature  of 
the  business  transacted,  it  would  be 
exceedingly  inexpedient  to  throw  all  these 
committees  open  generally  to  the  Press. 
They  did  not  insist  upon  throwing  open 
a  watch  committee,  the  committee  dealing 
with  the  discipline  of  the  police  force, 
and  the  visiting  committee  under  the 
Lunacy  Act.  These  were  considered 
private  and  confidential.  But  in  the 
case  of  other  committees  with  delegated 
powers,  for  instance,  of  an  out-relief 
committee  of  a  board  of  guardians,  when 
they  discussed  delicate  details  and  took 
no  action  except  to  report  to  the  board, 
their  proceedings  would  be  private ; 
but  when  the  committee,  instead  of 
reporting  to  the  central  body,  dealt 
with  cases  themselves,  then  it  was 
deaiiable  the  Press  should  be  admitted. 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  16,  to  leave  out  sub* 
section  (6).^— (ifr.  Masterman. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  an  education  committee '  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  said  he  knew 
how  extremely  confidential  the  matters 
were  which  were  discussed  by  the  relief 
committees  of  boards  of  guardians,  and 
with  that  reservation  he  thought  the 
Amendment  might  stand. 

♦Mr.  guinness  thought  that  it 
was  most  undesirable  that  this  sug- 
gestion should  be  accepted.  It  would 
be  perfectly  impossible  to  distinguish 
between  the  business  of  the  committee 
to  which  the  Press  should  be  admitted 
under  the  new  subsection  and  the  business 
from  which  they  ought  to  be  excluded. 
He  had  spoken  to  the  clerk  of  the  London 
County  Council,  who  had  had  large 
experience,  and  who  told  him  that  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be  practically  impossible 
to  distinguish  those  items  on  the  agenda 
paper  which  were  dealt  with  under 
powers  which  devolved  on  the  committee 
and  those  upon  which  the  committee  had 
to  report  to  the  council.  Moreover,  it 
would  be  impossible  without  an  enormous 
amount  of  inconvenience  to  have  the 
Press  representatives  present  at  one 
moment,  and  not  at  another.  He  quite 
agreed  with  what  had  been  said  as  to  the 
relief  committees.  He  thought  that  the 
wording  of  the  new  clause  was  very 
ambiguous.  There  were  many  subjects 
remitted  to  the  committees  on  which 
they .  took  no  action.  That  was  in  the 
discretion  of  the  committees  themselves. 
There  was  the  structural  question  also. 
There  was  no  room  for  the  Press  repre- 
sentatives in  the  committee  rooms.  It 
might  be  suggested  that  the  committees 
should  meet  in  the  council  chamber ; 
but  that  would  be  impracticable,  for  a 
number  of  the  committees  met  at  the 
same  time  on  the  same  day.  The  great 
advantage  of  the  committee  system 
in  local  government  was,  that  it  got 
rid  of  the  party  bias  which  so  often 
cramped  business  at  the  meetings  of  the- 
whole  local  body.  They  all  knew  that 
many  members  frequently  discussed  busi- 
ness more  with  an  eye  to  the  effect  which. 
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it  would  have  upon  their  subsequent  re- 1  of  lightening  the  Bill  and  making  pro- 
jection than  in  the  interests  of  the  rate-  |  gress. 
payers  ;   and  if  the  representatives  of  the  j 
Press  were  allowed  at  everv  committee  I 


meeting      the    same    \dcious     principle 
would    be    introduced    there.     At    the 
present  time  a  great  deal  of  work  was 
•done  in  committee  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner  possible,  because  the  Press  were 
not  present  and  there  was  no  inducement 
to  members  to  make  speeches.     Another 
advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  Press 
representatives    was    that    in    the    ad- 
ministrative work  of  the  committee  the 
officials  could  come  in  and  speak  their 
minds    freely.     If    the    reporters    were 
j>resent,   the    words   of    these     officials 
might  be  twisted  to  serve  party  purposes, 
and  efficient  local  government  would  no 
longer   be   possible.    Municipal   officials, 
like  Civil  Service  officials,  should  be  free 
from  party  bias.    At  present  it  was  diffi- 
cult enough  to  obtain  business  men  of 
sufficient  leisure  to  undertake  the  duties 
of  local  government  ai.d  tD  attend  com- 
mittee meetings ;  but  if  the  Press  were 
admitted  to  these  meetings  the  proceed- 
ings would  be  spun  out  from  two  or  three 
to  six  or  even  seven  hours,  which  a  busy 
man  could  not  afford  to  give  up.     It  had 
been    said    that    the    presence    of    the 
Press    at    committee    meetings    checked 
corruption  ;     but  he  thought  that  cor- 
ruption could  perfectly  well  be  prevented 
by  any  honest  member  of  the  committee, 
if  he  chose,  bringing  the  whole  question 
before    the  council.       Freedom    of  the 
Press  did  not  mean  that  the  committee 
rooms   should   be   thrown   open   to   the 
Press    to    report    confidential    matters 
which  in  the  interests  of   the  community 
should  not  be  made  public 

♦Mr.  B  Y  L  E  S  said  he  felt  there 
was  a  good  deal  in  the  arguments 
pressed  by  the  hon.  Member.  He  him- 
self spoke  from  considerable  experience 
when  he  said  that  the  newspapers  did 
not  desire  their  representatives  to  attend 
all  Committee  meetings,  nor  did  they 
make,  constant  inquiry  into  confidential 
details.  As  he  understood  from  the 
hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  where- 
ever  a  public  body  had  the  power  of 
levying  a  rate  on  the  public  that  was  a 
meeting  at  which  the  Press  were  entitled 
to  be  present.  He  was  disposed  to 
Accept  the  Amendment  with  the  view 

Mr,  Guinness. 


Sir     WILLIAM      ANSON   ui 
he    should    very    much    regret    if  by 
omitting     subsection      (6)       the    House 
lost    altogether    the    results    of  s  &■ 
cussion  on  the  later  clauses.      He  wai 
aware   that   when    the    Education  id 
of  1902  came  into  force  the  exclunon  d 
the    public    from     committee    meeting 
was  not  an  advantage.     It  was  exceed- 
ingly important  that  the  puhlic  Aonki 
know  what  took  place  at  these  comimttw 
meetings.    On  the  other  hand,  anyow 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  deliberatioDi 
of  municipal  bo^es  and  their  committeei 
knew   very  well   that    the    presence  o{ 
reporters    destroyed    discussion    of  im- 
portant questions  when  an  election  ¥» 
drawing  near.     The  committees  worked 
with    unimpaired    energies    and   alway! 
did  their  duty  fairly  when  there  wm  no 
election  impending. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  that  he  hid 

only  dealt  with  committees  with  delegated 
powers. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  under 
stood  that  whenever  a  committee  had 
executive  powers,  whether  statutoxy  or 
delegated,  the  reporters  might  be  preaent 
Bu^  in  all  cases  where  matters  came  op 
to  the  local  authority  itself  for  appio^j 
that  approval  might  be  merely  fomiil, 
so  that  very  considerable  affairs  of  public 
interest  might  be  discussed  and  reaUv 
settled  in  committees  from  which  the 
reporters  would  be  excluded.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  whole  question  had  been 
delayed  to  this  late  stage. 


♦Mr.  RADFORD  (Islington,  E.)8aidhe 
was  sorry  that  the  representative  of  ihib 
Local  Gk)vernment  Board  proposed  to  omit 
subsection  (6).  The  promoters  of  the  Bill 
had  done  quite  right  to  insert  in  thrir 
definition  clause  the  education  committee 
as  a  committee  at  the  meetings  of  which 
the  Press  ought  to  be  represented.  Hew 
was  a  good  deal  of  plausibility  in  the  soggea- 
tion  that  all  committees  should  be  treated 
alike  and  there  should  not  be  any  dif- 
ferentiation, but  Parliament  had  recog- 
nised that  the  functions  of  an  education 
committee  were  so  large  and  soimpoirteait 
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'tiiat  it  was  desirable  to  treat  it  in  a 
^different  manner.     Ever  since  the  passing 
^•af  the    Education    Act    of    1902    there 
'Iiad    been     a  conflict   among  the  local 
•uthorities    as    to    whether     the    Press 
'«honld  be  admitted  or  not.     He  believed 
Hiat   now   the    Press    was    admitted   to 
^••ll    the    Education    committees    of  the 
•various   county   councils.     The    London 
*  County  Council  was  the  last  to  submit, 
^  and  they  had  now  fallen  into  line.  But 
■  m  order  to  justify  the  exclusion  of  the 
*•  Press  they  had  invented  a  theory  that 
^  where  there  was  delegation  of  powers  to 
^  the  committee  there  should  be  publicity, 
c  but  where  there  was  no  delegation   the 
«  Press  should  be  excluded.    He  was  sorry 
I  that   the   virus  of  the  London    County 
'    Council    had   been    inoculated    into   the 
5  Local  Government  Board.     He  thought 
the' House  in  deciding  that  point  should 
not  deal  with  the  larger  question  raised  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  whether 
the    Press   was   to   be   admitted   to   all 
committees.     The  hon.  Members'  theory 
broke  down  in  practice.     They  could  not 
ait  down  in  committee  and  distinguish 
in  a  moment  when  the  Press  should  be 
excluded    and    when    not.     The    Press 
came  in  and  stayed  all  the  time.     It  had 
been  found  in  practice  that  the  differ- 
entiation between  the  delegated  and  the 
other  functions  of  a  committee  was  inl- 
practicable,  and  the  distinction,  if  em- 
bodied in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  would  be 
futile.     He  hoped  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed from  the  Treasury  Bench  would 
not  be  persisted  in. 


Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  did  not  really  care  very  much 
how  the  House  decided  this  point.  They 
felt  there  was  a  distinction  between  the 
education  and  other  committees  because 

as  a  matter  of  fact  people  took  more      _    _   __  _         

interest    in    education    than    in    other  !  allow  the' Press  access  to  meetings  of  local 


Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  the  noble 
Lord  had  anticipated  what  he  thought 
of  suggesting.  If  the  House  approved 
he  would  withdraw  the  Amendment  to 
omit  the  subsection,  reserving  his  right 
to  move  a  new  subsection  upon  which  the 
question  of  an  education  committee 
could  be  considered  on  its  merits. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WINFREY  moved  to  add  after 
** committee,"  the  words  "and  a  joint 
education  committee."  This  was  speci- 
ally provided  for  in  the  Act  of  1902. 
There  were  certain  county  councils  who 
had  a  joint  education  committee  and  he 
suggested  that  the  words  were  necessary 
to  make  the  definition  complete. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  16,  after  the  word  *  Com- 
mittee,* to  insert  the  words  '  and  a  joint  educa- 
tion  committee.'  " — {Mr.    Winfrey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Lord  R.  CECIL  agreed  that,  as  a 
matter  of  drafting,  the  words  should  be 
inserted. 

Viscount  MORPETH  thought  there 
should  be  some  further  information  as  to 
what  the  joint  committee  was.  There  were 
many  different  kinds  of  joint  committees, 
some  of  which  had  very  great  and  others 
very  limited  powers  conferred  upon  them. 
It  could  not  be  too  often  impressed  upon 
this  House  that  to  admit  the  Press  to 
committee  meetings  was  very  often  to 
waste  time,  to  introduce  party  politics, 
and  to  lead  to  the  introduction  of  speeches 
to  the  hindrance  of  the  work  for  which 
these  committees  were  appointed — purely 
administrative  work.  He  welcomed  the 
statement  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salfo^d  who  had  urged  upon  the  House 
on    every    occasion    that    they    should 


controversial  matters.  There  was  also  a 
great  deal  fof  force  in  what  was 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member.  If  the 
House  thought  fit  to  accept  the 
Amendment^ proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment it  would  not  interfere  with  the 
views  of  the  promoters  so  far  as  this 
Bill  was  concerned,  but  he  suggested 
that  it  ;  might  be  desirable,  in  order 
to  save  time,  to  allow  the  Bill  to  stand 
as  it  was. 


authorities,  but  that  he  did  not  claim  and 
did  not  desire  that  they  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  committee  meetings,  because 
he  recognised  that  by  so  doing  the  work 
of  the  committee  might  be  made  slower. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  pointed  out  that  the 
Amendm'in'^  was  limited  by  the  words 
of  the  subsection  and  did  not  extend 
beyond  those  cases  in  which  the  com- 
mittees were   not   required   to    submit 
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their  decision  to  the  county  council  for 
approval.  The  point  was  of  great  im- 
portance, but  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  raised  later  on. 


The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  188 ;  Noei^ 
48.    (Division  List  No.  140.) 


Abraham,  William  (Pork,  N.E.) 
Aoland,  Prancia  Dyk« 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon,  T,  C.  K. 
Agnew,  Geo  ge  William 
Allen,  A-  Aeland  (t^hristchtiroh) 
Anaott,  Sir  William  R^ynell 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight  J 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirftt 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maiden) 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Brmie,  Wdliara 
Branch,  Jmues 
Bryoe,  J.  Annan 
Eylea,  Wi!liara  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robi>rt 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Mary  le bone,  E. 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Cheetham,  John  Fred<?rick 
Churchill,  Rt,  Hoil  Winston  S. 
Cleknd  X  W 
Clough,  William 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH(Sussex,E.Grinst'd 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Cuiran,  Peter  Francis 
Davies,David(Montgomery  Co. 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A,  (Invemeaa-«h. 
Bieki  ui5  on ,  \\\  H .  ( St.  Pancrae,  N , 
Duncan,  C.  (Bairow-iTi-Fiimeais 
Duncan/ J.  H.  (Vork,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Eriwurd  (Camborne) 
Elibank.  Master  of 
Evana,  6ir  Sumuol  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 
Ferens,  T  R, 
Ftynn,  Jflmt:'.s  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
GIadstone,Rt  .Hn.Hertjert  John 
Goddard*  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Eliia  J. 
Giunness  Wwlter  Edward 
Gulkttd  johnW. 
Gurdon,RtHn.SirW.  Brampton 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montro»e) 
Hardie,  J.Keir(MerthyiTydai) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B,  (Worc'r) 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 


AYES. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor(MQn.,  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoflfrey 

Hudson,  W^alter 

lllingworth,  Pertly  H. 

Jacoby,  Sir  Jam<^s  Alfred 

Jonea*  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W, 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewicht  Sir  George 

Kincaid- Smith,  Capt«in 

Laidkw.  Robert 

T^nibert,  George 

3L,araont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Lea,  Hugh  Ceeil  (St.Pancrft8,E. 

Ijever,  A,  L.evy  (E3«ex,Hnxwicb 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd' George,  Rt,  Hon,  David 

Ltitidon,  W, 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Mac  dona  Id,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Miicdonald,  J.M.(Fftlkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Doaald 

Maepher?ion,  J.  T. 

MiioVedgb,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 

MiU'Voigh,  Charles(Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crae   George 

MXaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Markfl,  GX'roydon(Launoe8ton) 

Ma  titer  man,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Menzies,  Walter  , 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Money,  L.  G.  CTiiozza 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Muldoon,  John 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

31urphy,  N\  J,  {Kilkenny,  SO 

^M  urray,  Ca  pt .  Hn  A .  C.  ( Kinc  ard, 

Nannetti,  Joaepb  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson^CharlesN.  (Doncast  *r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norton,  Capt.  C«cil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

O'  Brie  n,  Kenda  1  (Ti  ppe  rary ,  Mid 

O'Brien,  Patnck  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O^Dowd,  John 

O'Malley.  WilHam 

Pearoe.  Robert  (Staffs.,  Leek) 

Pearson, W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 


Pease,  J.  A  .(Saffron  WaUca) 

Pb  1  i  li  [  tH ,  Job  II  ( L*m  g  ford.  S. » 

Ponsonbj^  Arthur  A-  W.  H* 

Power,  Patrick  Joaeph 

Price.  L\  E,  (Edinb'gh,  Ceotiil) 

Priestley,  W.E-B.(Brftd!ord,£) 

Radford,  G-  H. 

Rea,  Rufisell  (Gloucester) 

Bees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  T.  F.(  Wolverh'mpt'i 

Bidsdale,  £.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H-  (Lincsohi) 

Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roche,  John  (GalwAj.  Eat) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  U  (aevsUnd^ 

Schwann,  SirC,E.  (MaachsrtB) 

Soott,A,H,  (Aahton  under  Lyii 

Seavems,  J,  H, 

Seddon,  J. 

Shackle  ton,  David  J«mei 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick R)^ 

Shjpman,  Dr.  John  G* 

Silcoek,  Thomas  Ball 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 

Smyth,  Thomaa  F.CLeitriia,8.> 

Snowden,  P. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,  Albert  (St»ff»,  N.  W.^ 

Steadmnn,  W.  C-, 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (AbingdoQ) 

tSummerbcU,  T 
Sutherland,  J   E. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUfc> 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (BerwickshiiT; 
Thorne,G,  B.  ( Wol verba mptoo 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A-  M. 
Vemev,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (LeicMter) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Ward,  John^Stoke  upon  TwBt^ 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
VVai5on,Rt.HD.E.(CUckmannia 
WttBon,  John  Cathcart< Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A.     1  '^      \^  , 
Weir,  James  Galloway  "^Ql^ 
White,  Sir  George  ( Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshife^ 
White,  Patrick  (Me&th,  Norths 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley.  John  Heniy  (HAliEix> 
Whiltttker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Hon.  G,  G.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  ( Westhouf htoivl- 
Wood,  T.  M'Kimion     ^     \j 
i    w  'Pi 

Tbllebs  vob  thx  ATas— lir- 
Winfrey  and  Mr.  Holt. 
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Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.Sir  Alez.F 
Jknstmther-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
AQbroy-Fletoher,Bt.Hon.Sir  H. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beaoh,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hioka 
Backett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
CarUto,  E.  Hildred 
Oeoil,  Lord  John  P.  Joioey- 
Coorthope,  G.  Loyd 
CraigyCaptain  JameB(Down,E.) 
Cross,  Alexander 
Dalrymple,  Viscount  -■• 


Dizon-Hartland,Sir  FredDizon 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fetherstonhaugh,  Godfrey 
Gibbs,  G.  A,  (Bristol,  West) 
Gretton,  John 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lookwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt..CJol.A.R. 
MaoOaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Moore,  William 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Peter8field) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pease,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 


'  Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
I  Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield.Ecclesall) 
'  Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 

Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StaflPsh. 
I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
,  Thomson.W.  Mitchell-( Lanark) 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 

Wilson,A.Stanley  (York,  E.  R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Viscount  Morpeth  and  Mr. 
Ashley. 


Mr,  WINFREY  said  the  next  Amend- 
ment was  consequential. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words 
•  by  a  council.'  ''—{Mr,  Winfrey.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  WINFREY  said  his  next  Amend- 
ment was  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after 
'•*1902."  It  had  already  been  pointed 
•out  daring  the  discussion  that  it  was 
practically  impossible  for  the  Press  to 
distinguish  between  matters  that  were  and 
were  not  to  be  submitted  by  a  committee 
to  a  council,  and  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  out  the  words  and  trust  to  the 
uiiBcretion  of  the  Press  from  time  to  time. 


Mr.    holt    (Northumberland, 
liam)  seconded. 


Hex- 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  ^2,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  •  1902,'  to  end  of  line  20,"--{Mr.  Win- 
Jrey.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Bin." 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  words  would  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  Bill.  It  was  one  of  the 
original  objects  of  the  promoters  and, 
therefore,  the  Bill  as  amended  upstairs 
took  the  form  that  when  the  education 
committees  dealt  with  matters  that 
they  were  competent  to  carry  into  effect 
-without    reporting    to    the    council   the 


Press  should  be  present.  Wherever  the 
education  committee  was  dealing  as  a 
committee,  discussing  questions  upon 
which  they  would  have  to  report  to  the 
parent  committee,  the  Press  were  not  to 
be  admitted.  This  Amendment  would 
result  in  ensuring  that  the  Pr^ss  was 
present  on  every  occasion.  He,  there- 
fore, suggested  that  it  should  not  be 
accepted  as  it  would  carry  the  Bill 
further  than  desirable. 

Mr.  guinness  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  stick  to  his  Amend- 
ment. It  was  much  better  to  leave 
these  words  out  and  so  simplify  the  Bill 
in  that  way. 

Viscount  MORPETH  also  asked  the 
hon.  Member  to  adhere  to  his  Amend- 
ment. The  education  committee  set 
up  by  the  Act  of  1902  was  a  different 
committee  from  other  committees.  It  was 
a  statutory  committee.  He  was  in 
favour  of  the  Press  being  admitted  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  education  com- 
mittee, and  submitted  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  draw  the  distinction,  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  had 
tried  to  draw,  between  that  business 
of  the  committee  which  required  the 
approval  of  the  county  council  and 
that  which  did  not. 

Mr.  HARMOOD  -  BANNER  (Liver- 
pool, Everton)  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  allowed  to  stand  as  it  was  at 
present.  Evil  results  might  follow  if 
all  discussions  in  committees  took  place 
in  the  presence  of  the  Press.  For  in- 
I  stance,  there  were  such  questions  as  the 
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acquisition  of  land  for  school  purpose 
and  teachers'  salaries  and  other  subjects 
at  the  discussions  upon  which  the  local 
Press  would  no  doubt  like  to  be  present. 
He  had  some  experience  of  these  meetings 
and  so  far  as  he  knew  the  Press  came 
in,  and  after  certain  matters  had  been 
discussed  they  were  told  there  was 
nothing  more  of  any  public  interest  to 
be  discussed  and  they  then  left.  If 
the  Press  were  always  allowed  to  remain, 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  in  the  public 
interest;  therefore,  he  hoped  that  the 
clause  would  stand  as  at  present. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  also  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  hon.  Member  would  with- 
draw his  Amendment.  The  Bill  did  not 
compel  the  attendance  of  the  Press, 
but  only  gave  them  a  right  to  be  present. 
He  hoped,  under  these  circumstances, 
as  the  promoters  were  very  anxious  to 
get  the  Bill  through  the  House,  they  might 
now  pass  from  this  matter. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that,  as  the 
Bill  under  certain  circumstances  applied 
to  Ireland,  he  begged  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 

Captain  J.  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) 
seconded  the  Amendment  as  he  con- 
sidered that  in  this  respect  it  should 
be  extended  to  Ireland. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  32,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  (g)  In  the  application  of  the  Act  to 
Ireland  there  shall  be  included  boards  of 
guardians,  asylum  committees,  school  attend- 
ance committees,  and  boards  of  any  hospitals 
or  infirmaries  in  receipt  of  a  grant  from  public 
funds.' "—(^»>   ^.    Banhwry.) 


Lord  R.  CECIL  trusted  that  this 
Amendment  would  not  be  persisted  in. 
The  promoters  of  the  Bill  were  desirous 
that  it  should  extend  to  Ireland,  but 
provision    already    existed    for    certain 

Mr.  Ear  mood -Banner. 


representation  in  Ireland,  and  if  this 
Amendment  were  passed  without  aerious 
consideration  it  might  lead  to  flenow 
difficulty. 

Mr.  CARLILE  thought  that  in  the  in* 
terest  of  the  newspaper  Press  itself  the 
Amendment  should  be  withdrawn.  He 
contended  that  if  one  newspaper  witii  a 
larger  capital  and  more  leisure  than  its 
contemporaries  chose  to  attend  all  these 
meetings  its  competitors  would  be  com- 
pelled also  to  attend  them,  and  that 
might  involve  an  intolerable  bnidea 
being  placed  upon  the  Press. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  failed  to  see  why 
Ireland  should  be  put  into  a  dilterent 
position  from  England  in  this  matter. 
What  was  sauce  for  the  goose  was  sauc«  for 
the  gander.  He,  however,  quite  agreed 
with  his  noble  friend  that  there  was  a 
possibility  of  a  difficulty  arising,  that 
a  number  of  authorities  not  included 
in  this  Amendment  might,  upon  con- 
sideration, be  included  in  it,  and,  there- 
fore, if  his  noble  friend  gave  him  an 
assurance  that  an  Amendment  having 
these  objects  in  view  would  be  moved 
in  another  place  he  was  quite  willing  to 
>\ithdraw  his  Amendment. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  was  wiilmg 
to  give  that  imdertaking  and  do  hit 
best  to  meet  his  right  hon.  friend. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  page  3,  line  1,  alter  the  word  '  means,'  t» 
insert   the    words   *  duly   accredited.'  "— (Jfr. 

Winfrey.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTl  said  that  the 
Amendment  he  now  proposed  to  move 
should  be  taken  in  conjunction  with 
an  Amendment  lower  down  on  the 
Paper.       What      he     desired      to    d» 
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was   to  insure    that    accredited    repre- 
sentatives    of     other     papers     should 
have  this  right.    The  case  he  had  in 
his  mind  was  this.     Supposing  an  editor 
of  a  London  newspaper  desired  to  send 
down  a  reporter  to  a  particular  meeting 
in  the  public  interest  he  might  under 
this  clause  be  excluded.     He  had  been 
advised    that    imless    this    Amendment 
was  accepted  it  would  lead  to  a  good 
deal  of  hardship.     A  great  scandal  might 
arise  at  one  of  these  meetings  where 
it  might  be  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
that  this  right  should  not  be  confuied 
to  the  local  Press.     He  moved. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  1,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  means,*  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and  to 
insert  the  word  *  persons.'  " — {Mr.  Nannetli.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words 
*  representatives  of  newspapers'  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  guinness  hoped  the  House 
would  not  accept  this  Amendment. 
The  Bill  was  wide  enough  to  enable 
the  whole  of  the  Press  to  be  present 
and  this  Amendment  if  carried  would 
enable  people  to  come  in  who  thought 
the  Press  gallery  was  more  comfortable 
than  the  public  gallery.  If  all  these 
people  were  allowed  to  come  in  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  for  those  who  ought 
to  be  present  to  do  their  work  under 
comfortable   conditions. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  suggested  that 
this  Amendment  should  be  withdrawn 
and  that  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  City  of  London  should 
move  his  Amendment  moving  out 
the  words  **  circulating  in  the  dis- 
trict of  the  local  authority"  and 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Norfolk 
should  move  in  the  words  "  and  of  news 
agencies  systematically  carrying  on  the 
business  of  selling  and  supplying  reports 


and  information  to  newspapers."  The- 
Grovemment  were  of  opinion  that  those 
two  Amendments  would  cover  this  point. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  with  drawn. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  his  next 
Amendment  was  in  the  interests  of  the- 
Pressw     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'^  In  page  3,  lines  2  and  3,  to  leave  out  the- 
words  *  circulating  in  the  district  of  the  loca, 
authority.'  "—{Sir  F.  Banbury.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  news- 
paper,* to  insert  the  words  *  and  of  news  agencies 
systematically  carrying  on  the  business  of 
selling  and  supplying  reports  and  information 
to  newspapers.'  " — {Mr.  Winfrey.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


INCEST  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the   Standing   Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  he 
had  put  down  an  Amendment 
to  omit  Clause  1  of  this  Bill.  It 
was  a  Bill  which  dealt  with  a  very 
disagreeable  subject,  and  naturally  the 
sympathy  of  the  House  was  against 
the  persons  who  committed  the  offence 
which  this  Bill  was  brought  in  to  prevent. 
The  reason  why  he  moved  to  omit  this 
clause  was  the  same  as  that  given  by 
greater  authorities  than  he,  namely, 
Lord  Halsbury  and  Lord  Davey  in 
the  House  of  Lords  when  this  Bill  was^ 
discussed  on  the  last  occasion  before 
I  that  House.     Those   reasons  were  that 
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a  new  crime,  that  there  was  no  increase  I  (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  Yorkshire,  Qev*.  , 
of  this  offence,  and  that  there  was  a    land)  said  he  desired  on  the  part  of  tie 
danger  of  blackmailing.    But  he  thought  |  Home   Office   to  say   a   few"  words"  ia 
the  whole  sense  of  the  community  was    support  of  the  principle   of  the'  Bill 
in  favour  of  making  this  grave  moral  i  Th^  Home  Office  had  been  long  awu^ 


offence  a  crime.  Out  of  every  1,000 
people,  999  were  under  the  impression 
that  it  was  a  crime,  and  most  people 
would  be  astonished  to  hear  that  it  was 
not.  His  professional  experience  had 
led  him  to  know  a  good  deal  about 
this  offence.  No  less  than  thirty-five 
cases,  really  of  a  most  gross  character, 
had  come   under    his  personal    notice. 


f rom'the'reports  they  had  received  frai 
the  police  and  other  sources,  that  k 
was  exceedingly  necessary  to  add  to  tb 
law  provifidons  of  the  character  propoael 
by  this  Bill.  The  hon.  and  leaod 
Mem]|Br  for  Cambridge  Univermty  id 
the  offence  was  probably  less  rife  tin 
it  was  in  the  past.  He  doubted  whefa 
anyone  could  say   with    any   degree  i 


within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  he  had    certainty  either  that  it 


known  instances  producing  no  less  than 

three  or  four  children  of  weak  intellect, 

idiots  and  imbeciles.     The  cases  were  of 

the  most  grave  kind.     The  hon.  Member 

who  had  moved  the  Amendment,  perhaps. 

had  not  such  a  large  experience  as  he 

possessed  as  to  this  crime,  which  was 

rife,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  certain  parts 

of  the  country,  and  there  was  a  case  for  |  offspring     which     sometimes      foDowri 

the    Bill    on    sociological    grounds.     In    i^^,,,,  ^^^;^  intercourse,  and    from  dat 

Scotland  it  was  less  common,  but  it  did    pointof^iewsocietv  had  a  special  intend 

occur,  prosecutions  were  treated  by  the    ^^at  should  lead  t^  steps  being  toka  to 

Press  with  great  discretion,  and  pimish   ' 


was  increasing  cr 
that  it  was  decreasing,  but  it  was  qnito 
certain  that  the  offence  was  b}''  no  meui 
rare,  and  it  was  essential  that  some  stepi 
should  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  topri 
a  stop  to  it.  It  was  not  mereir  tk 
<'.asc  of  a  moral  offence  affecting  growi- 
np  people,  but  it  might  entail  cobk- 
([  nonces    of    a  disastrous    kind   on  tlii 


ment  was  meted  out,  with  a  beneficial 
-result,  in  that  countr}'.  As  to  blackmail- 
ing, that  objection  would  apply  to  almost 
every  kind  of  offence.  He  did  not  see 
any  real  danj^er  arising  from  that  cause, 
as  was  feared  by  the  hon.  Members 
opposite.  In  regard  to  the  objection 
that  they  were  creating  a  new  crime 
by  this  Bill,  he  would  point  out  that 
at  one  time  this  offence  was  a  crime 
under  the  law  of  England.  When  the 
Puritans  had  sway  over  things  in  this 
country  they  made  a  long  list  of  capital 
offences,  which  included  adultery  and 
incest.  At  the  Restoration  they  swept 
away  these  penal  offences,  including  that 
with  which  they  were  now  dealing.  It 
was  a  pure  oversight,  owing  to  what 
happened  at  the  Restoration,  that  it  was  i 
not  a  crime  in  England  to-day. 

♦The  X^XDER-SECRETAR Y  of 
STATE  FOR  THK  HOME  I)KrARTMENT 
«Vr.  Maclean. 


put  a  stop  to  it.  Nor  was  it  the  em 
that  in  Scotland  the  law  was  a  itd 
letter.  Every  year  there  were  a  sail 
number  of  convictions — on  the  iTengi 
six  each  year — which  showed  that  til 
law  was  necessary  and  that  it  oouU  b 
put  into  force.  So  far  from  there  bd^ 
a  danger,  through  this  Bill,  of  penMi : 
being  accused  of  the  crime  withii| 
being  able  to  disprove  it,  he  was  sUl 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  dBagi 
would  be  f  oimd  to  be  the  great  difSeiUj 
in  proving  the  cases.  But  hoireiH 
difficult,  cases  might  be  to  piom 
he  hoped  the  House  would  agne  thl 
this  ofience  should  be  regvdad  ■ 
a  crime,  and  that  the  crime^ 
detected,  ought    to  be  punished. 

*Mr.  REES  said  the  hon.  andksnel 
Meml>erfor  Cambridge  had  remafkedM 
it  was  undesirable  to  make  orinei  d 
these  immoral  offences,  an4_*ll^  "^ 
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was  no  doubt  a  strong  argu- 
as  to  blackmailing.  But  he  would 
ve  that  the  same  argument  applied 
lany  other  things.  The  deceased 
(  sister  was  a  case  in  point,  and, 
At  argument  had  been  allowed, 
would  never  have  passed  the  Mar- 
with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Act. 
the  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
was  this  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
eman  forgot  that  in  India,  wliich 
nder  British  law,  the  Courts  treated 
ery  as  a  criminal  offence,  a  fact 
I  seemed  very  relevant  to  this 
ssion.  He  did  not  know  that  he  was 
med  with  the  ethics  of  that  subject, 
e  remembered  that  one  of  the  most 
)d  Judges  in  India,  a  Brahmin,  had 
jsed  with  him  the  fact  that  under  the 
I  England  that  was  treated  as  a  civil 
le  which  in  India  was  made  criminal ; 
he  Judge  had  been  sorry  to  have 
plain  the  difference  by  saying  that 
uiency  adopted  in  England  towards 
rious  an  offence  as  adultery  was 
►  the  exigencies  of  modern  European 
y.  He  would,  of  course,  himself, 
orry  to  adopt  that  view  or  to 
it  to  the  House,  but  he  did 
t  that  it  was  very  relevant 
e  argument  to  point  out  that 
lur  greatest  dependency  the 
\  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
>er  now  deprecated  was  actually 
ed,  and  the  most  conspicuous, 
perhaps  most  common  moral 
e,  was  actually  regarded  in  law 
rime. 


.    COURTENAY  WARNER 

>rdshire,  Lichfield)  said  he  wanted 
.0  more  information.  He  did  not 
to  prevent  the  Bill  from  passing 
•om  doing  good.  What  he  did  not 
stand  about  it  was  whether  it 
itended  as  a  deterrent  or  punish - 
All  the  speeches  made  had  been 
our  of  the  measure,  and  he  did  not 
to  say  anything  in  opposition  to 
t  was  necessary.     All  the  speeches 


had  been  directed  to  proving  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  punishment. 
That  was  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  modern 
legislation.  The  infliction  of  punish- 
ment in  these  days  was  that  it  should 
act  as  a  deterrent.  But  the  point  in 
reference  to  this  Bill  was  that  they  might 
be  rather  increasing  the  evil  than  stop- 
ping it,  and  therefore  he  thought  that 
they  had  riot  had  from  the  Government 
or  from  anybody  else  a  sufficient  state- 
ment as  to  whether  this  offence  was 
on  the  increase,  and  whether  it  was 
necessary  to  do  something  to  stop  it, 
or  whether  it  was  likely  to  be  stopped 
in  any  way  by  this  Bill.  If  the 
Bill  would  really  act  as  a  deterrent 
he  thought  that  it  would  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  law.  But,  as 
far  as  he  could  see,  there  had  not  been 
one  word  said  as  to  that.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  if  they  made  a  man 
liable  to  three,  five,  or  seven  years  penal 
servitude  he  was  likely  to  avoid  doing 
that  which  woutd  involve  the  risk  of 
such  a  punishment.  He  would  like  to 
hear  a  little  more,  however,  as  to  the 
necessity  for  the  Bill,  and  as  to  the 
probability  of  its  being  of  some  efficacy 
in  preventing  the  commission  of  the  crime 
against  which  it  was  directed. 


Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  he  wished  to 
say  one  word  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montgomery  Boroughs,  who  had 
put  forward  exactly  the  right  argument 
that  this  offence  was  in  precisely  the 
same  position  as  other  moral  offences, 
and  that  if  they  made  this  a  crime  it 
followed  logically  that  they  must  make 
adultery  a  crime  in  England.  The  hon. 
Member  quite  fairly  accepted  that.  He 
thought  it  a  very  dangerous  question  to 
start,  certainly  on  a  private  Member's 
Bill  at  a  late  hour  of  a  Friday  afternoon. 
He  did  not  think  that  they  would  find 
many  English  lawyers  of  position  to 
support  the  argimient  that  because 
adultery  was  a  crime  in  India,  where  the 
circumstances    were    very  '  different    in 
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Attorney-General  to  say  whether  the  new 
subsection  was  essential.     If  it  was  not, 


he  hoped  he  would  drop  it  so  that  the  Bill 
might  go  through. 

Mr.  cherry  said  the  object  of  it  was 
to  bring  the  Bill  into  harmony  with  the 
general  scheme  of  registration.  Unless 
the  Lord- Lieutenant  were  given  the 
power  to  deal  with  these  rules,  there 
would  be  two  authorities  dealing  with 
the  subject. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  refused  to  apply  the  Bill  to  towns. 

Mr.  cherry  said  the  hon.  Member 
was  mistaken.  An  Amendment  had  been 
made  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Down. 

Mu.  MOORE  said  that  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  put  it  off  for  a  week  they  would 
consider  it ;   they  objected  now. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  appealed  to  the 
hon.  Member  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  had  received  an 
objection  from  the  registration  officer  in 
his  division,  and  until  that  was  met  he 
must  object. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further  Pro- 
ceeding, the  debate  stood  adjourned. 


Sir  William  Brampton-  Ourdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
i  Member  from  Standing  Conmiittee  A. 
(in  respect  of  the  Access  to  MounUins 
Bill) :  Viscount  Castl^reagh  ;  and  had 
appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  said  Bill) :   Mr.  O'NeiU. 

Sir  William  BRAMFroN  Gubdoii 
further  reported  .from. -the  Committ^; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  Committee  B. 
(in  respect  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc..  Bill) :  Viscount  Castlereagh  ;  .  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  said  Bill) :    Mr.  Claude  Hay. ' 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdoi 
further  reported  from  the  Committee; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  C. 
(in  respect  of  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  Bill) :  Mr.  Brotherton,  Mr.  Watson 
Rutherford,  and  Mr.  Starkey ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  said  Bill) :  Lord.  Balcarres,  Hr. 
Courthope,  and  Mr.  Staveley-BKll. 


Debate  to  be  resumed 
next. 


upon   MoFiday 


POLLING  DISTKICTS  (COUNTY 
COUNCILS)  BILL. 


Sir  William  Brampton  Gubdok 
j  further  reported  from  the  Committee; 

That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
>  Member  from  Standing  Committee  C. 
j  (in  respect  of  the  Prevention  of  Crime 

Bill) :  Mr.  Rawlinson ;  and  had  appointed 

in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  said 

Bill) :    Mr.  Staveloy-ffill. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pur- 
suant to  Standing  Order  No.  3. 


Not  amended  (by  the  Standing  ( om 
mittee),    considered ;      to   be   read   the  ! 
third  time  upon  Friday  next.  j 


Adjnurned  at  nine  minutes  after 
Fivtf  uVlock  till  Uoaday 
next. 


:29d 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Law  Guarantee  Trust  and  Accident 
and  United  Le&^al  Indemnity  Insurance 
Societies  Bill  [h-L.]. — The  Chairman  of 
Committees  informed  the  House  that  the 
Promotors  do  not  intend  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill :  Order  for  the 
Second  Reading  To-morrow  discharged: 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  not  further 
proceeded  with. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order 

'  (No.  3.)  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee  with  Amendments,  and 

re-committed    to  a    Committee    of    the 

Whole  House. 

Gras  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments,  and  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 


^      Swinton  and   Mexbrough  Gas  Bill.— 
'^  Reported,  with  Amendments. 

London  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Bill,  Manchester  Corporation 
Bill,  Widnes  Corporation  Bill,  Tyne 
Improvement  Bill. — Moved,  That  the 
order  made  on  the  25th  day  of  March 
last^  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from 
I  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a 
I  second  time  after  the  18th  day  of  June 
'  next,"  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the 
I  Bills  be  now  read  2* ;  agreed  to  ;  Bills 
,  read  2^  accordingly,  and  committed ;  the 
\  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
i  mittee  of  Selection. 
I 

I       Leith  Burgh  Bill  [h.l,].— Read  3%  and 
'  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Leicester  Corporation  Bill. — Read  3*, 
with  the  Amendments ;  further  Amend- 
ments made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Commons. 

Bromley  and  Crays  Gas  Bill. — Read 
3%  with  Amendments ;  and  passed,  and 
jetumed  to  the  Commons. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill  [H.L,];  King's 
•College,   London  (Transfer)  Bill  [h.l!j  ; 

VOKCXCL  [Fourth  Series.] 


Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[h.l].  —  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Swansea  Valley  Gas  Bill  [H.L.],  now 
Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Post  Office  Consolidation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [h.l.]. — Mes- 
sage from  the  Commons  that  they  have 
appointed  a  Committee  to  consist  of  Seven 
Members  to  join  with  the  Committee 
appointed  by  this  House,  and  to  request 
this  House  to  add  two  Lords  to  the  Joint 
Committee.  The  said  Message  to  be 
considered  on  Wednesday  next. 

Board  of  Trade  (Provisional  Orders) 
Bill  [h.l.]. — A  Bill  to  enable  rules  to  be 
made  regulating  the  procedure  with 
respect  to  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  certain  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  for  other  matters  inci- 
dental thereto.  Was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell;  read  1*,  and 
to  be  printed.     (No.  113.) 

Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  District) 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Brought 
from  the  Commons  and  read  1* ;  to  be 
printed ;  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899),  deemed  to  have  been  read  2* 
(The  Lord  Denman  for  the  Lord  Her- 
schell),  and  reported  from  the  Committee. 
(No.  116.) 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  11)  Bill.  (No.  117.);  Marriages 
Provisional  Order  Bill.  (No.  118.)— 
Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1 )  Bill,  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Order  (No.  2)  BilK— Read  3*  (according 
to  order),  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.];  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  rH.L,].— 
Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 
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LUNACY. 

Sixty-second  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy,  1908. 

TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  4031.  China  (Kiukiang). 

NATIONAL  GUARANTEE  FOR  THE 
WAR  RISKS  OF  SHIPPING. 

Report  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
His  Majesty's  Treasury  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  a  national  guaran- 
tee for  the  war  risks  of  shipping ;  with 
minutes  of  evidence  and  appendices. 

INDIA  (ACCOUNTS  AND  ESTIMATES, 

1908-9). 

Explanatory  Memorandum  by  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Return  of  advances  made  under  the 
Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  during  the  month 
of  August,  1907. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  (DANGER- 
OUS  AND  UNHEALTHY  INDUSTRIES). 

Regulations,  dated  20th  June,  1908, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  in  pursuance  of 
Section  79  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  for  the  process  of  the  casting 
of  brass ;  Laid  before  the  House  (pursu- 
ant to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


NEir  BILL. 


MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (MERCANTILE 
CORPORATIONS  AND  COMPANIES) 
RILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  confer  the  municipjil  franchise 
upon  Mercantile  Corporations  and  Com- 
panies, and  to  amend  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1«82— was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Avebury ;  read  P ;  to  be 
printed,  and  to  be  read  2^  on  Tuesday, 
the  14th  of  July  next.     (No.  112.) 


TOBACCO  GROWING  SCOTLAND 
BILL  (No.  114). 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (ADMISSION 
OF  THE  PRESS)  BILL.    (No.  115.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read 
1%  and  to  be  printed. 


TREATMENT  OF  MERCHANT  SEAMEN. 
Lord  MUSKEBBY  rose  to  eaU  the 
attention  of  His  Majesty's  GoYemment 
to  the  Return  issued  recently  in  response 
to  an  Order  of  this  House  agreed  to  on 
28th  May,  1906,  showing  the  legal  obli- 
gations of  the  owners  of  merchant  vessels 
trading  under  the  flags  of  Germany, 
France,  Norway,  Sweden,  Italy,  Russia, 
Denmark,  Austro-Huugary,  Netherlands, 
Greece,  and  Belgium,  towards  their 
captains,  officers,  and  seamen  with  regard 
to  the  following:  —  Old-age  pensions,, 
pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  accident 
compensation,  Sunday  labour,  daily  hours 
of  labour  at  sea  and  in  port,  payment  for 
work  performed  in  excess  of  fixed  hours 
of  labour,  medical  treatment,  accommo- 
dation, and  passages  of  distressed  seamen ; 
also  including  in  such  a  Betum  the  regu- 
lations of  these  different  countries  for  die- 
preservation  of  discipline  on  board  their 
merchant  ships;  to  ask  whether  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  issuing  a  similar  Betum  at 
periodic  intervals  of,  say,  five  years; 
whether  they  will  take  into  consideration' 
the  necessity  for  amelioration  of  the 
conditions  of  captains,  ofiicers,  and  sea- 
men of  British  ships  on  lines  similar  to 
those  already  provided  by  certain  foreign 
maritime  Powers  in  the  direction  of  the 
preservation  of  discipline  on  board  ship,. 
Sunday  labour,  daily  hours  of  labour,  and! 
payment  for  extra  work  required  beyond 
the  ordinary  recognised  hours  of  labour ;. 
and,  further,  to  ask  the  reason  of  the- 
long  delay  in  issuing  the  Betum  under 
notice. 

Tlie  noble  Lord  said :  My  Lords,  I 
think  the  simplest  course  is  for  me  to 
deal  first  with  the  last  part  of  my  Notice- 
— namely,  my  inquiry  as  to  why  it  has 
taken  such  an  undue  length  of  time  to 
issue  this  Return,  which  was  agreed  to- 
by your  Lordships  as  far  back  as  28th 
May,  1906.  1  am  not  complaining  that  the 
Foreign  Office  were  not  reasonably  prompt 
in  communicating  with  His  Majesty's  repre- 
sentatives abroad  askmg  for  the  necessary 
information  for  framing  this  Betum. 
This  request  was  made  by  the  Foreisn 
Ortice  on  the  18th  June,  1906.  His 
Majesty's  representative  at  Vienna  fur- 
nished the  necessary  information  in 
connection  with  Austrian  ships  after  a 
space  of  about  five  months.  But  it  took 
the  British  Consul-Oeneral  at  Buda  Pesth 
over    twelve     months    to    furnish    the» 
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Ambassador  at  Vienna  with  similar 
information  regarding  Hungarian  vessels, 
and  even  then  his  report  only  embraces 
a  couple  of  pages. 

The  various  Reports  were,  I  presume, 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  as 
the  Return  is  dated  "Board  of  Trade, 
Januarv,  1908."  It  was  not,  however, 
ordered  to  be  printed  until  February  17th 
foUowing,  and  it  was  not  until  towards 
the  end  of  April  that  it  was  issued  for 
your  Lordship's  information.  To  be  of 
any  value,  and  to  justify  the  trouble  and 
expense  incurred  in  issuing  a  Return  of 
tinB  kind,  your  Lordships  will,  I  think, 
an^ree  with  me  that  it  diould  be  issued 
with  the  utmost  promptitude,  and  contain 
the  latest  and  fullest  information  possible. 
If  a  modest  Return  of  this  kind  occupies 
nearly  two  years  in  preparation,  it  is 
time  some  inquiry  was  made  into  the  lax 
methods  which  prevail  by  which  Parlia- 
mentary Returns  may  undoubtedly  lose 
the  greater  part  of  their  value. 

What  the  shipping  world  thinks  of  the 
belated  nature  of  this  Return  will  be 
found  in  a  leading  article  appearing  in 
the  leading  daily  shipping  paper  printed 
in  this  country.  I  refer  to  the 
Shipping    Gazette,    which     says     that — 

"  When  we  lind  a  publication  of  this  des- 
cription thrown  at  the  heads  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  public  in  a  fashion  which  would 
disgrace  a  struirsling  country  newspaper,  the 
question  naturally  arises  whether  it  is  not 
possible  to  introduce  some  improvements  in 
the  method  of  Foreign  Office  Reports.*' 

I  will  not  pursue  this  matter  further,  but 
I  hope  we  shall  get  some  satisfactory 
assurance  that  future  Returns  moved 
for  and  agreed  to  in  this  House  will  be 
dealt  with  in  a  much  more  expeditious 
and  satisfactory  way. 

Coming  to  the  contents  of  the  Return 
itself,  I  venture  to  think  that,  despite  the 
delay  I  have  referred  to,  your  Lordships 
may  glean  from  it  some  most  interesting 
and  valuable  information.  It  is  a  practical 
endorsement  of  my  own  convictions  and 
of  contentions  oft-times  expressed  by  me 
in  this  House,  that,  in  many  respects, 
foreign  maritime  countries  treat  and  con- 
sider their  sailors  far  better  than  we  do 
in  this  country.  I  find  from  the  Return 
that,  although  the  British  shipowner  so 
bitterly  complains  of  cheap  foreign  com- 
petition, it  is  the  foreign  shipowners,  in 
certain  particulars,  who  make  much  better 
provisions   for  those  who  serve  in  their 


ships,  and  who  are  labouring  under  legal 
obligations  towards  their  seamen  from 
which  British  shipowners  are  immune. 
Whilst  we,  in  this  country,  have  appar- 
ently less  regard  for  our  sailors  than  for 
any  other  class  of  the  community — prin- 
cipally, I  suppose,  because  we  make  no 
provision  in  onier  that  sailors  may  exercise 
their  franchise — I  find  that  other  maritime 
countries  appear  to  take  the  interest  of 
their  seamen  into  special  regard,  and  do 
not  allow  them  to  be  treated  in  anything 
but  a  just,  proper,  and  reasonable  way. 

If  a  Bill  which  is  before  the  present 
Parliament  succeeds,  I  presume  that  we 
shall  not  exclude  our  sailors  from  the 
provision  which  grants  a  pension  of  5s. 
a  week  at  the  a^e  of  seventy.  Assuming 
that  the  Bill  does  succeed,  it  will  be 
interesting  to  find  how  many  seamen 
reach  the  age  of  seventy  in  proportion  to 
those  who  follow  their  occupation 
ashore.  I  think  the  strain  upon  the 
public  funds  in  granting  pensions  to  sea- 
men will  not  be  likely  to  be  a  source 
of  much  anxiety  to  His  Majesty's 
Government.  Other  maritime  Powers 
have  already  set  us  an  example  which  we 
might  well  follow  in  respect  to  their 
treatment  of  seamen  in  their  declining 
years,  and  in  respect  also  to  widows  and 
orphans  whom  they  may  leave  behind. 

In  Austria  I  find  there  is  a  charitable 
fund,  which  is  officially  administered,  for 
the  relief  of  old  or  disabled  officers  and 
seamen  and  their  widows  and  orphans. 
This  fund,  which  is  principally  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions,  amounted  at 
the  end  of  last  year  to  approximately 
£89,000,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
granting  relief  to  1,386  persons.  The 
Austrian  Lloyd  Steamship  Company,  the 

;  largest  company  of  its  kind  in  Austria, 
compels  all  its  men  drawing  £24  a  year 
or  over  to  pay  a  subscription  of   3  per 

'  cent,  of  wages  for  single,  and  5  per  cent, 
for  married  men.  From  these  subscrip- 
tions  a  fund   is  provided    ensuring  its 

I  members    and     their    widows    a    small 

\  pension.  In  Belgium,  owners  of 
merchant  ships  must  pay  to  the 
Seamen's  Benevolent  Fund  1^  per  cent,  of 
the  total  amount  expended  on  wages  of 
all  the  seamen  they  employ,  whilst  all 
officers,  seamen,  and  others  must  subscribe 
to  the  fund  3  per  cent,  or  4  per  cent, 
of  their  wages  according  to  rank.  Out 
of  this  fund  pensions  of  from  £9  to  £30 
are  granted  in  case  of  inability  to  work 
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on  account  of  old  age,  or  on  account*  of 
an  accident  met  with  whilst  in  the  exercise 
of  their  calling.  Widows  of  seamen  who 
are  members  of  the  Benevolent  Institution 
receive  pensions  varying  from  £9  to  £24, 
and  an  additional  sum  of  from  £2  to  £3 
for  every  child  under  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

In  Denmark  there  are  no  legal  obli- 
gations on  shipowners  in  respect  of 
pensions,  but  the  United  Steamship 
Company,  which  possesses  125  steamships, 
has  established  a  pension  fund.  Whilst 
their  captains,  officers,  and  seamen  pay 
towards  it  6  per  cent,  per  annum  from 
their  wages,  the  company  double  the 
amount  paid  in.  Out  of  the  fund  thus 
raised  pensions  are  paid  to  captains, 
officers,  and  seamen  in  their  old  age,  and 
to  their  widows  and  children.  On 
reaching  sixty  years  of  age  seamen  are, 
in  the  same  way  as  all  other  Danish 
subjects,  entitled  to  old-age  relief  under 
the  Danish  law. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  or  desirable  for 
me  to  take  up  your  Lordships*  time  in 
going  into  further  particulars  so  far  as 
they  affect  seamen's  pensions  existing  in 
other  maritime  countries.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  old-age  pensions  and  allowances 
towards  captains,  officers,  and  seamen, 
and  to  their  widows  and  orphans,  exist 
in  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Hungary, 
Italy  and  Sweden.  Of  course,  there  are 
certain  specified  conditions  laid  down  in 
each  country  in  respect  to  these 
pensions.  The  manner  in  which  the  neces- 
sary funds  are  usually  raised  is  by 
enforcing  contributions  from  the  ship- 
owners and  the  seamen,  and  from  sources 
fiuch,  for  instance,  as  fines  which  have 
been  imposed  in  connection  with  offences 
on  board  ship. 

Turning  from  pensions  to  another 
subject,  we  heard  a  great  outcry  against 
the  extension  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  to  seamen.  Our  ship- 
owners complained  that  it  was  a  very 
unfair  burden  to  impose  upon  them, 
especially  in  view  of  the  foreign  com- 
petition with  which  they  had  to  contend. 
On  looking  over  the  present  Return,  I 
find  that  other  leading  maritime  countries 
bave  for  a  long  time  recognised  the  justice 
of  a  seaman  s  claim  upon  his  owner 
after  injury  sustained  in  the  course 
of  his  employment.  In  Austria,  a 
charitable  fund,  under  official  control, 
exists  for  the  relief  of  disabled  officers  and 
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seamen.  In  Hungary  similar  provision 
is  made.  In  Denmark,  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament concerning  the  insurance  of 
sailors  against  accidents  came  into  force 
on  15th  January,  1906.  Other  maritime 
countries  where  seamen  are  bound  to  fall 
back  on  their  0¥m  slender  reoources  in 
the  case  of  injury  in  course  of  their  em- 
ployment are  irance,  Germany,  Greece, 
Italy,  Russia,  and  Sweden. 

So  far  as  the  British  mercantile 
marine  is  concerned,  we  have  always 
been  proud  to  claim  that  it  was  in  the 
van  of  shipping  progress.  From  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  or  from  the  im- 
provements in  our  ships,  this  may  be  so. 
But  it  has  been  very  mistaken  pride  in 
so  far  as  the  treatment  of  those  who  man 
our  ships  is  concerned.  In  their  case 
the  Return  which  I  have  commented 
upon  seems  to  clearly  indicate  that  our 
pride  is  not  justified.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  hours  of  labour,  there  is  nothing 
in  law  which  prevents  the  British 
shipowner  from  working  his  seafaring 
employees  in  a  most  unreasonable 
way.  I  do  not  say  that  he  does  so 
knowingly  or  deliberately  ;  but,  owing  to 
the  strenuous  way  in  which  Britisli 
shipping  business  is  carried  on,  and  to 
very  limited  crews,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  overwork  that  goes  on. 

Officers,  after  attending  to  the  loading 
of  their  ships  all  day,  must  go  on  the 
bridge  at  night-time  to  keep  watch  whilst 
the  vessel  is  steaming  to  her  next  port 
Eighteen  hours'  continuous  attention  to 
duty  is  an  experience  well  known  to 
merchant  service  officers.  The  ordinarv 
British  sailor  works,  week  in  and  week 
out,  day  after  day,  at  the  very  least 
twelve  hours  per  diem.  Saturday  and 
Sunday  make  no  real  difference  in  the 
case  of  either  officers  or  seamen.  When 
we  take  these  matters  into  consideration, 
in  conjunction  with  other  hardships  with 
which  our  sailors  have  to  contend,  we 
can  hardly  marvel  at  the  discontent 
prevalent  amongst  the  officers,  and  the 
insubordination  which  exists  amongst 
the  crews  of  British  ships. 

What  do  other  maritime  coimtries 
show  us  this  respect  1  Though  there  are 
no  legal  restrictions  upon  them  to  do 
so,  the  Austrian  Lloyd  Steamship 
Company,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  the 
largest  company  of  its  kind  in  Austria, 
prescribes  special  hours  of  labour,  both  at 
sea  and  in  port,  as  well  as  on  Sundays 
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and  special  holidays.  Special  payment 
is  also  granted  for  work  in  excess  of  these 
fixed  hours.  In  Hungary,  I  notice  from 
the  Betum  that  the  regulations  of 
Hungarian  shipping  companies  prescribe 
hours  of  overtime  in  a  similar  way.  In 
Denmark,  the  law,  I  find,  is  that  in  case 
the  master  finds  it  necessary,  in 
emergencies,  to  let  the  crew  work  at 
loading  or  discharging  on  Sundays  and 
Danish  holidays — which  clearly  implies 
that  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they 
should  be  expected  to  work  on  Sundays 
except  under  very  exceptional  conditions — 
then  any  member  participating  in  such 
work  shall,  if  nothing  else  is  agreed  upon, 
receive  extra  pay  of  half  a  day's  wages 
for  each  two  hours  over  and  above 
working  hours,  or  fractions  thereof. 
Though  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Eetum 
I  understand  that  the  French  (govern- 
ment have,  of  late,  adopted  legislation 
which  will  prevent  Sunday  labour  on 
board  their  ships  except  under  special 
conditions. 

In  Germany,  the  law  is  that  so  long  as 
a  ship  is  in  harbour  or  lying  in  a  road- 
stead, service  may  only  be  demanded  on 
Sundays  and  holidays  as  far  as  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  and  incapable  of 
postponement.  The  ship's  crew  may  not 
be  employed  in  any  case  in  loading  or 
unloading  a  cargo  within  the  Imperial 
territory — not  even  with  their  own  con- 
sent. On  Sundays  and  holidays  only  abso- 
lutely necessary  work  may  be  demanded 
from  the  crew  whilst  the  ship  is  on  a 
voyage.  The  German  holidays  must  be 
kept  on  board  ship  just  as  they  are  on 
shore,  and  an  owner  or  captain,  should 
he  by  his  order  disobey  the  regulations 
respecting  Sunday  work,  is  liable  to  a 
heavy  fine.  When  German  ships  are  in 
harbour,  or  in  a  roadstead,  a  seaman, 
except  in  pressing  cases,  is  only  allowed 
to  work  ten  hours  daily,  and  in  the 
tropica  only  eight  hours.  Whilst  this 
does  not  apply  to  the  captain,  the  officers 
can  demand  a  period  of  eight  hours 
rest  during  every  twenty-four  hours 
whilst  a  ship  is  in  harbour  or  lying  in  a 
roadstead.  Overtime  performed  in  excess 
of  the  recognised  hours  on  German  ships 
must  be  paid  for  whether  a  man  has 
done  the  work  voluntarily  or  upon  being 
compelled  to  do  so. 

According  to  the  Ketum,  it  spems 
probable  that  Italy  will  adopt  legislation 
fixing  eight  hours  a  day  for  the  engine 


department  and  twelve  hours  for  deck 
hands,  any  overtime  to  be  paid  at  no 
less  than  one-eighth  of  the  day's  salary 
per  hour.  Working  hours  when  in 
harbour  are  to  be  ei^t,  whilst  Sundays 
and  holidays  must  oe  observed,  unless 
there  are  very  exceptional  circumstances 
arising  which  prevent  it.  If  the  work  is 
required,  then  it  must  be  paid  for.  In 
Norway,  the  State  officially  supervises 
the  hours  during  which  seamen  work. 
If  a  man  has  worked  for  eighteen  hours 
or  more,  he  shall  have  at  least  eight 
hours'  rest,  and  on  the  departure  of  a 
ship  the  captain  must  see  that  the  sailors 
who  are  on  duty  during  the  first  watch 
have  had  opportunity  of  becoming 
sufficiently  rested.  Norway  also  imposes 
limitations  on  Sunday  and  holiday  labour, 
and  officers  must  be  paid  for  overtime. 
In  Russia,  Sunday  labour  is  not  com- 
pulsory, whether  at  sea  or  in  port,  except 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity.  As  a  rule 
the  working  day  is  fixed  at  ten  hours, 
and  any  work  performed  in  excess  is  paid 
for  extra.  In  Spain,  Sunday  rest  is  ob- 
served, although  no  law  exists  applying 
to  it.  If  there  is  work  to  be  done  in  port 
on  Sundays  or  holidays  a  permit  is 
applied  for  to  the  ecclesiastical  authority 
at  the  port,  and  it  is  said  that  it  is  usually 
granted.  In  Sweden,  it  is  enacted  that 
the  master  of  a  ship  shall  not  on  Sunday, 
or  any  other  days  kept  holy  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Sweden,  impose  on  the  crew 
any    work    which     can    be    postponed. 

Whilst  it  is  not  easy  to  draw  a  hard  and 
fast  scale  of  hours  of  labour  on  board 
ship,  it  is  but  just  to  our  own  officers  and 
the  seamen  that  there  should  be  legal 
limitations.  They  should  have  reason- 
able opportunity  for  rest,  and,  if  they  are 
compelled  to  work  beyond  reasonable 
hours,  they  should  be  compensated  for  it. 
This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  made 
obligatory  by  the  Government.  Also, 
we  should  take  special  precaution  that 
the  officers  of  merchant  ships,  who  require 
to  exercise  so  much  care  and  vigilance 
for  the  safety  of  their  ships  and  of  life  at 
sea,  should  be  able  to  obtain  adequate 
daily  rest.  This  they  most  certainly  do 
not  get  in  those  ships,  and  they  form  the 
great  majority,  where  the  pernicious  two- 
watch — four  hours  on  and  four  hours  oflF 
— system  is  carried  on. 

As  to  Sunday  labour  on  board  British 
ships,  which  has  now  become  quite  a  usual 
occurrence  in  ports  both    at  home  and 
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abroad,  it  is  a  stain  on  our  flag  that  we  j  from  Board  of  Trade  figures  that  during 
should  allow  such  a  practice  to  continue.  ;  last  year  no  fewer  than  14,000  men  who 
We  profess  to  be  a  religious  and  Gkxl-fear-  j  had  signed  articles  agreeing  to  serve  in 
ing  nation ;  we  wrangle  and  dispute  over  |  their  ships  failed  to  join.  Imagine  the 
such  matters  as  the  religious  education  of  i  delay,  trouble,  and  expense  thus  caused, 
the  young,  and  other  questions  affecting  I  and  the  composition  of  the  crews  of  many 
religion.  Yet  although  this  is  essentially  |  British  ships  compelled  to  take  an>^hing 
a  non-soctarian  question  and  easy  of  ,  thev  could  get  at  the  last  moment  in 
solution,  we  leave  it  severely  alone.  It  |  ^^^^j.  ^  j^ake  up  their  complement  and 
IS  an  elementary  basis  of  all  religions  j  ^^  ^  g^^  rj^Yken,  again,  the  late  Presi- 
that  proper  opportunity  should  be  given  ,  ^^^^  ^^  ^-^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^rade  told  us,  not 
for  religious   worship  and   for  the  due  ,  ^^^^.    j  ^^^^   ^here    had    been 

observance  of  the  Sabbath.  Yet  the  i  ^^  ^  desertions  from  British  ships  in 
unfortunate   officers  and  seamen  of  our  .  ^^^  ^^^^     ^j^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  j. 

country  butvery  rarely  know  the  joys  of    ^^  »  ^      ^^^   ^^^^ 

one  days  rest  m  seven,  much  less  have  the  ^^^^^^^^^^  the  '  whole  situation:  Insub- 
opportunity  of  paying  their  devotions  on  i      , .  ^°^.    "^"^  j  j  is  t      j.v    •*„  -» 

thrSabbath.  ^hese  are  the  men  who  '  «''d»"*fo'»  and  defiance  of  authonty  go 
demand  first  consideration.  They  are  I  "ne^e"^  ^ore  than  ever,  and  if  we  do  not 
tied  to  their  posts  for  weeks  and  months  ;  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  tlus  we  shaU 
on  end,  and,  after  all,  it  is  our  merchant '  suffer  for  it  later  on.  Whilst  I  am  a 
service  which  is  the  life  blood  of  our  :  fir™  behever  m  the  utmost  consideration 
nation.  '  heing  shown  to  seamen  or  firemen,  I  am 

,     .„  ■        _     „        , .  ,     ,         still  a  more  firm  believer  in  placing  in 

I  will  not  dwell  on  this  matter  further,  ,ti^g  ^^^^^  ^i  tl^gir  superiors  some  real 
as  I  hope,  with  the  indulgence  of  your  ^uthoritv  that  will  enable  them  to  pre- 
Lordships,  to  bring  it  forward  in  a  more  ;  ^^^^  ^hat  effective  discipline  which  i» 
direct  way,  when  perhaps  you  will  give  ,  ^^^^^^^  j^  everv  walk  of  life,  and  parti- 
your  assistance  in  removing  a  great  and  ,  ^^j^^j^  ^^  ^„  ^^^^^  ^^ 
unquestionable   evil.      There  are    many  '  •  *^ 

other  matters  in  this  Return  worthy  of  i  The  chief  secret  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
the  attention  of  this  House,  but  I  do  not  !  Royal  Navy  is  not  so  much  its  armaments, 
wish  to  trespass  on  your  Lordships'  for-  -  or  its  number  of  ships,  but  the  men  who 
bearanco,  and  will  refer  to  one  more  serve  in  it,  and  the  stern  discipline  which 
subject  only  before  concluding.  Though  ,  is  maintained.  In  the  merchant  service, 
I  have  left  it  to  the  end,  it  is  none  the  if  a  man  uses  insulting  language  to  a 
less  of  enormous  importance.  In  this  ,  superior  officer,  he  may  be  fined  5s.  In 
matter  I  speak  in  the  interests  of  British  the  Royal  Navy  he  would  probably  be 
shipowners  even  more  than  in  the  imprisoned  for  twelve  months  for  a 
interests  of  these  who  are  responsible  i  similar  offence.  A  personal  assault  on 
for  discipline  on  merchant  ships,  la  commander  or  officer  of  a  merchant 
What  British  shipowners  lose  through  the  ,  ^^\^  usuallv  means  prosecution  of  the 
insubordination  of  seamen  and  firemen  ^^g^^^jp^ij^a  police  court,  and  he  generally 
on  British  ships  it  would  be  impi^ssible  ,  escapes  with  a  punishment  of  possibly 
to  estimate.  Their  ships  are  delayed  ;  g^ven  or  fourteen  days  imprisonment, 
they  are  in  consetiuence  subjected  to  ^^  ^,^  ^^^^^^  (.^ses,  the  infliction  of  a  fine 
endless  expense  and  trouble,  and  the  of  20s.  or  40».  and  costs.  We  know  what 
insubordination  existing  in  the  mercan-  the  result  would  be  for  an  offence  of  this 
tile  marine  presents  one  of  the  greatest  '  ki^d  in  the  Roval  Navv.  Or  even  if  we 
hindrances  to  the  remarkable  enterprise  look  at  the  example  of  Swedish  merchant 
which  has  invariably  been  shown  by  our  ■  ships,  we  find  that  an  offence  of  this  kind 
shipowners.  jg   punishable    by    penal   servitude   not 

The  Imperial  Merchant  Service  Guild,  exceeding  two  ye^rs  or  by  imprisonment, 
the  recognised  body  representing  the  i  It  is  evident  from  the  Return  that  the 
captains  and  officers  of  the  merchant  ships  of  foreign  maritime  coimtries  have 
service,  have  informed  me  that  this  is  |  far  more  satisfactorv  and  effective  means 
a  subject  which  is  eating  at  the  very  |  at  their  disposal  for  the  preservation  of 
vitals  of  the  service,  and  one  need  not  i  discipline,  and  this  accounts  for  the  fact 
feel  surprised  at  this  when  we  have  it  j  that  it  is  so  rarely  that  we  ever  hear  of 

Lord  MusTierry, 
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trouble  amongst  crews  of  foreign  ships. 
I  believe  that  the  Shipping  Federation 
-endeavour,  so  far  as  they  can,  to  prose- 
cute delinquents  on  British  ships,  but 
they  find  it  an  extremely  difficult  matter 
to  deal  with  owing  to  the  defective  means 
at  their  disposal.  It  is  not  right,  how- 
ever, that  the  settlement  of  tlus  serious 
national  evil  should  be  saddled  upon 
British  shipowners.  I  would  earnestly 
submit  that  it  is  only  by  legislation  and 
by  a  very  strong  attitude  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  that  a  remedy  can  be 
effected. 

Foreign  countries  recognise  that  abuse 
•of  disciplinary  powers  should  be  looked 
upon  very  seriously,  and  this  is  a  proviso 
which  I  myself  would  strongly  support. 
Were  there  salutary  means  at  hand  to 
stop  insubordination,  we  should  find  that 
it  would  be  checked  automatically,  and 
it  would  be  very  seldom  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  the  more  severe  forms  of 
punishment  which  might  be  available. 
In  place  of  endless  trouble  and  discon- 
tent we  should  find  rest  and  quiet,  and  the 
lot  of  the  men  themselves  would  be  so 
improved  as  to  attract  boys  to  the  sea. 
This  would  go  far,  in  the  end,  to  solve  the 
problem  of  the  manning  of  the  mercantile 
marine.  The  efficiency  and  paramountcy 
•of  the  Royal  Navy  has  been  very  much 
to  the  fore  of  late,  but  it  should  not  be 
iorgotten  that  without  our  merchant 
:«ervice  we  should  very  quickly  take  a 
back  seat  amongst  continental  or  even 
•other  Powers. 

Whilst  it  is  our  dutv  to  ensure  the 
efficiency  of  the  Royal  Navy,  it  is  equallv 
the  duty  of  our  nation  to  ensure  the 
•efficiency  of  our  merchant  service.  If 
we  do  nothing  to  encourage  and  support 
the  British  shipowner  or  to  improve  and 
put  right  the  material  conditions  of  our 
officers  and  seamen,  our  unpardonable 
sin  of  omission  in  these  respects  and 
neglect  of  the  true  interests  of  the  country 
will  find  us  out  sooner  or  later.  I  trust 
therefore,  that  your  Lordships  will  take 
into  serious  consideration  the  national 
-character  of  the  merchant  service  and 
support  any  measures  which  may  be 
taken  to  improve  it,  thus  enabling  it  to 
-withstand  the  fierce  and  rapidly-growing 
-competition  which  is  presented  by  the 
iBcrchant  services  of  other  nations. 


The  lord  BISHOP  of  BANGOR, 
who  had  the  following  notice  on  the 
Paper — To  ask  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment whether  they  will  obtain  a  return 
from  His  Majesty's  Consuls  at  San 
Francisco,  Portland  (Oregon),  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Valparaiso,  Rosario,  Nagasaki, 
Sydney,  and  Newcastle,  of  the  number 
of  desertions  from  British  merchant 
sailing  vessels,  which  took  place  in  their 
respective  ports  in  the  year  ending  1st 
June,  1908,  and  in  the  three  preceding 
years,  stating  the  percentage  on  the  total 
number  of  seamen  visiting  the  port. — 
said :  My  Lords,  as  I  wish  to  support 
generally  what  Lord  Muskerry  has  said 
in  his  interesting  speech,  it  may  save 
the  time  of  the  House  if  I  am  allowed  to 
put  my  Question  as  a  kind  of  rider  to  the 
Questions  of  Lord  Muskerry.  I  am,  of 
course,  in  the  hands  of  your  Lordships, 
but  I  think  this  would  be  the  better 
course,  as  I  do  not  think  my  Question 
requires  more  than  a  simple  answer  "Yes  " 
or  "  No."  It  would,  I  think,  be  inter- 
esting to  know  whether  the  Act  passed 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  a  year  or 
two  ago  has  answered  its  expectations 
and  succeeding  in  reducing  the  number 
of  desertions  among  seamen.  In  accord- 
ance with  a  Return  moved  for  in  the 
House  of  Commons  when  Lord  Salisbury 
was  in  power,  sixteen  authorities  sent 
in  very  interesting  reports  dealing  with 
the  causes  of  desertion,  and  I  ask  in  my 
Question  th^t  some  at  least  of  these 
authorities  should  be  communicated  with 
in  order  to  learn  whether  the  Act  has 
been  successful  in  removing  the  causes 
and  injreducing  the^iumber  of  desertions 

IJmay  say  that  I  have  been  told,  not 
by  any  member  of  His  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment  but  unofficially,  that  the  answer  is 
likely  to  be  such  as  we  all  desire.  It  is 
true  that  no  amelioration  in  the  conditions 
under  which  seamen  work  would  altoge- 
gether  abolish  desertions,  but  it  would  be 
a  great  tribute  to  that  Act  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  increased  conditions  of  com- 
fort for  seamen  had  tended  to  lessen 
desertions.  That  is  simply  my  Question, 
except  that  instead  of  saying  "consuls" 
with  regard  to  those  two  ports  in  our 
own  dominions,  I  ought  to  have  said  "  the 
Colonial  authorities. '  Speaking  generally , 
I  should  like  to  associate  myself  with 
the  purport  of  the  speech  of^my  noble 
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friend  opposite.  I  think  that  the 
class  for  whom  we  plead  have  special 
claims  upon  your  Lordships  ;  and  for  this 
reason.  These  men  have  no  one  to 
champion  their  interests  in  the  other 
House,  they  have  no  powerful  union, 
and  practically  no  political  power  behind 
them.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  sea- 
men's and  firemen's  union,  but  that 
organisation  does  not  trouble  itself  much 
about  the  class  of  men  whose  grievances 
are  named  in  the  consular  reports  to  which 
I  refer.  In  this  respect,  therefore,  these 
men  should  be  the  special  objects  of  the 
protection  of  your  Lordships.  When 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  was  passing 
through  this  House  I  moved  a  small 
Amendment  to  the  effect  that  a  man 
after  four  months  hard  work  and  on 
arriving  at  a  foreign  port  might  be  able 
to  draw  a  small  portion  of  the  wages  he 
had  earned  instead  of  waiting  for  another 
five  or  six  months  until  he  returned 
home.  But  that  request  was  refused 
by  His  Majesty's  Government.  I  ask 
whether  that  Amendment  would  not 
have  been  treated  with  much  more 
respect  if  these  men  had  had  a  powerful 
union  behind  them. 

There  is  another  question  of  very 
great  difficulty,  which,  I  think,  appeals 
to  your  Lordships  iu  your  judicial 
capacity.  It  is  a  very  difficult  one, 
for  this  reason.  "VVe  who  take  an  interest 
in  this  subject  know  that  the  profits 
of  the  sliipowners  are  not  excessive, 
and  tliat  if  any  step  were  taken  which 
would  render  it  impossible  for  ship- 
owners to  carry  on  their  trade  a  very 
ill  service  would  have  been  done  to 
the  men  for  whom  I  s})eak,  and  a  greater 
ill  service  to  the  whole  commonwealth. 
That,  I  think,  is  plain.  Again,  those 
noble  Lords  who  speak  for  the  shipowners 
in  this  House  come  here  with  very  clean 
hands  and  easy  consciences,  because 
the  lines  with  which  they  are  connected 
are  managed  in  such  a  generous,  fair, 
and  humane  spirit  that  employment 
in  those  lines  is  very  eagerly  sought  by 
merchant  seamen. 

But  very  hard  cases  do  exist.  There 
are  the  cases  especially  of  those  seamen 
who  go  for  long  voyages  round  Cape 
Horn  in  sailing  ships,  and  who  especially 
require  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    I  was  just  looking  at  this  Return 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor. 


and  I  noticed  the  case  of  a  ship  which, 
after  a  four  months  voyage  from  Cardiff^ 
arrived  at  Nagasaki.  The  captain  kept 
the  ship  anchored  half  a  mile  from  shore,, 
and  the  men  were  compelled  to  work 
for  a  month  in  the  broiling  sun  without 
any  protection  and  without  leave  to  go 
ashore.  May  I  ask  whether  the  sweating 
in  the  east  end  of  London,  of  which 
we  hear  so  much,  presents  any  worse 
features  ?  There  are,  of  course,  casefr 
where  the  strong  competition  renders 
it  difficult  for  a  shipowner  not  to  work 
his  men  during  the  Sunday ;  but,  while 
there  are  those  cases,  there  are  manr 
others  where  rest  might  be  afforded. 
It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  venture 
to  support  what  my  noble  friend  opposite 
has  said  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
your  Lordships,  and  especially  His 
Majesty's  Government^  wfll  extend  to 
the  case  of  these  sailors,  many  of  whom 
are  absolutely  friendless  and  have  no 
power  of  any  kind  behind  them,  that 
protection  which  your  Lordships'  House 
is  ever  ready  to  give. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  :  My  Lords, 
I  think  it  matter  for  regret  that  the 
Return  which  was  moved  for  by  my 
noble  friend  was  not  laid  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  much  earlier.  It 
was  asked  for  in  May,  1906,  and  if  it 
had  been  presented  in  six  months'  time 
it  would  probably  have  had  a  consider* 
able  effect  in  the  negotiations  and  the 
eventual  compromise  which  took  place 
before  the  Merchant  Shipping  Bill  wa» 
allowed  to  go  through  in  another  place. 
I  do  not  say  that  all  the  replies  could 
have  been  sent  in  within  that  time,. 
but  a  good  deal  of  the  information  could 
liave  been  collected.  I  hope  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  be  able  to 
accede  to  what  I  consider  the  reasonable- 
request  of  Lord  Muskerry,  that  every 
five  years  a  similar  document  should! 
be  published.  But  I  would  also  ask 
that,  regardless  of  any  stated  period,. 
whenever  any  rival  nation  makes  any 
considerable  or  important  alterations 
in  its  maritime  laws,  a  document  embodv- 
ing  those  alterations  should  be  laid. 
before  both  Houses  without  delay,  so- 
that  when  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act 
conies  up  again  for  revision  our  legis*- 
lators  will  have  fuller  information  than 
thev  had  before  them  in  the  year  1906.. 
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Lord  HAMILTON  op  DALZELL  : 
Ky  Lords,  the  Return  which  is  the 
iabject  of  the  original  Question  was  a 
very  comprehensive  and  elaborate  one. 
It  had  to  show  the  legal  obligations 
of  the  owners  of  merchant  vessels  under 
the  flags  of  Germany,  France,  Norway, 
Sweden,  Italy,  Russia,  Denmark,  Austria, 
Hungary,  the  Netherlands,  Greece,  and 
Belgium  towards  the  captains,  officers, 
and  seamen  of  their  mercantile  marine 
in  regard  to  a  great  number  of  matters ; 
•nd  your  Lordships  will  understand 
that  a  Return  of  that  kind  must  neoes- 
•arily  occupy  a  considerable  time  in 
its  compilation. 

The  process  which  has  to  be  gone 
tiirough,  of  course,  is  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  communicates  with  the  Foreign 
Office.  The  Foreign  Office,  in  turn, 
communicates  with  His  Majesty's  repre- 
sentatives in  those  various  countries. 
They  collect  the  information,  which 
letums  through  the  same  channel,  and, 
if  everything  goes  absolutely  right  and 
there  is  no  hitch  in  the  matter  at  all,  it 
tt  inevitable  that  a  considerable  time 
should  be  occupied  in  the  preparation 
of  such  a  Return.  Unfortunately,  in 
this  case  there  was  a  hitch,  because 
ttie  Return  which  came  from  one  of 
Hie  countries — from  Hungary — ^was  not 
Exactly  an  answer  to  the  questions  which 
llad  been  asked,  and  it  was,  therefore, 
necessary  that  that  process  should  be 
repeated  in  the  case  of  that  country. 
Fhe  result  of  all  this  was  that  the  com- 
plete replies  were  not  in  the  hands  of 
ike  Department  until  the  autumn  of 
Isst  year.  They  were  then  put  into 
iliape  and  were  laid  before  the  House 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session, 
t  quite  agree  that  the  noble  Lord  has 
(^use  for  complaint  at  the  time  which 
bas  elapsed  since  the  Return  was  ordered, 
and  I  can  only  express  great  regret  that 
it  vr&s  not  issued  sooner.  I  can,  however, 
assure  him  that  it  was  not  delayed 
Erom  any  desire  to  suppress  or  burke 
khe  information  which  it  contained. 
Ihe  delay  really  arose  from  a  desire 
that  the  Return  should  be  issued  in  a 
complete  and  comprehensive  form. 

Then  the  noble  Lord  asks  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  consider 
the  desirability  of  issuing  a  similar 
Setum    every    five    years.     Of    course. 


we  are  in  the  hands  of  the  House  with- 
regard  to  that  matter,  but  it  is  not 
thought  desirable  to  multiply  unneces- 
sarily the  number  of  these  periodical 
Returns.  Their  preparation  causes  an. 
enormous  amount  of  trouble,  and  in 
this  case  it  has  entailed  considerable 
expense  ;  and  it  is  thought  that,  except 
in  cases  where  it  is  really  necessary,, 
it  is  better  that  the  Returns  should  be 
moved  for  when  they  are  thought  to 
be  wanted.  As  I  say,  we  are,  of  course,, 
in  the  hands  of  the  House  in  this  matter  ; 
but  I  would  suggest  to  the  noble  Lord 
that  the  better  course  would  be  that 
if  in  four  or  five  years  time  he  considers 
that  such  a  Return  should  again  be 
made  he  should  make  a  Motion  to  that 
effect,  when  I  am  quite  sure  that  what- 
ever Government  may  be  in  office  at 
that  time  will  be  only  too  glad  to  accede 
to  the  request. 

Next  the  noble  Lord  asks  whether  His 
Majesty's    Government    will    take    into 
consideration  the  necessity  for  ameliora- 
tion of  the  conditions  of  captains,  officers, 
and  seamen   of   British  ships  on  lines 
similar   to    those    already   provided    by 
certain     foreign     maritime     Powers     in 
various  directions,  amongst  others  in  the- 
direction  of  the  preservation  of  discipline- 
on  board  ship.     It  is  a  little  difficult  to 
imagine  what  measures  might  be  con- 
certed for  the  preservation  of  discipline, 
which  would  be  considered  to  be  for  the- 
amelioration  of  the  conditions  of  each 
of  these  three  classes.     Captains  of  ships 
might  conceivably  think  that  their  con- 
I  dition  woidd  be  ameliorated  if  they  were 
given    additional    powers    of    discipline 
over  the  officers  and  men  composing  their 
crew,  but  it  is  not  so  clear  that  that 
view  would  be  shared  by  the  other  two 
classes.     I    would    say,    generally,    that 
I  this   matter   of   discipline  was  very  ex- 
I  tensively  discussed  and  dealt  with  to  a 
considerable    extent    in    the    Merchant 
i  Shipping  Act  of  1906.     That  Act  has  not 
very  long  been  in  force,  and  it  would 
I  seem  that  it  would  be  better  to  give  it 
j  a   chance  to  see  how  it   works   before 
introducing  any  further  legislation. 

The  noble  Lord  went  on  to  ask  whether 
similar  measures  will  be  taken  in  regard 
to  Sunday  labour,  daily  hours  of  labour, 
and  payment  for  extra  work  required* 
beyond  the  ordinary  recognised  hoozs  oi 
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engage  the  careful  attention  of  tk 
Government  so  that  any  amelioiatioB 
in  the  lot  of  the  seaman  which  is  advis- 
able and  possible  might  be  carried  into 
effect, 

The  noble  Lord  was  in  the  positknirf 
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labour.     Those    questions   present   very 

great  difficulties.     The  conditions  under 

which   the    merchant   shipping   of   this 

country  is  conducted  vary  so  enormously, 

that  industry  being  carried  on  in  every 

part  of  the  ^obe,  that  it  is  very  difficult 

to  frame  anv  rules  capable  of  univeisal  xr-  -^        •     i.     •       x  -       i  • 

application  ;'and  up  to  now  it  has  been  i  f'^Y*.         1*"^  i      ^"^        *^ 

thought  better  that  these  matters  should  i  **J'  *^  ff  7    "         •?"^°^ 

be  a^nged  between  the  employers  and   ^  **»«  ,^*"'";  i-T^S^i^  TJi 

the    employed.     I    know    that"  certain    ?**?^  *«««  °*'*  ^^""^  ^^^  ^  ^ 

countries  have  dealt  ^rith  these  matters, '  ?  '\T A^^^.^"°''f^ S^ 

but  I  think  that  a  study  of  the  Return  ,  $»'  ***  ^^y'  ^"*'   "^doubtedlv.  tb 

will  show  that  the  regulations  which  have    f^^^  T  t  ""^^   ^"V^'     *  " 

been  made  have  not  been  verv  stringent.    d«e 'ealjf  *«  »  very  well  known  cu. 

Thev  allow  of  a  great  number  of  elcep- !  -ft'   '*   "^  *  J^''*;*'"?  .  ^ 

tions,  and  they  are  more  in  the  direction, ,  "^^y.^T^  ^I!^!lT!^l\}'^Jl^ 

you  might  say,  of  advice  than  of  actual 

command. 


When  that  is  the  case  the  correspondon 
I  and  communications  which  pass  betivei 
'  the  two  Departments  have  a  teadeixj 
I  mav  also  say  that  this  question  of  .  to  be  almost  indefinitely  prolonged,  unb 

hours  of  labour  is  very  intimately  con-  j  pressure   is  applied  bv  the  responsilifc 

nected  with   the    question   of  manning,  '  --   -  -     -      -    -   -     - 

because  it  is  obvious  that  where  a  ship 

is  under- manned  it  is  a  great  deal  more 

likely  that  the  crew  will  be  called  upon 

to  work  unduly  long  hours  than  would 

1)6  the  case  where  a  full  complement  'S 

carried.     This    question    of    manning    is 

now    under    the    consideration    of    the 

Advisory    Committee    of   the    Board    of 

Trade,  and  I  am  sure  that  my  right  lion. 

friend    the    President    of   the    Board    of 

Trade  will  welcome  any  suif^estions  which 


Ministers  at  the  head  of  the  Departmntt 
in  order  to  produce  a  rather  quicker  put 
I  think  it  is  just  those  Returns  tkl 
require  the  closest  watching  on  the  pot 
of  Ministers  lest  they  should  disajipei 
altogether  in  these  endless  commonki- 
tions. 

I  was  a  little  sorry  that  the  nobk  Lul 
held  out  no  hope  that  these  BetvM 
would  be  kept  up  to  date.  The  noUi 
Lord's  reply  was  that  this  was  u  ii- 


one   so   intimately   <'onne(ited   with   the    advisable  request.   I  do  not  thhik  it 


inadvisable  request,  or  one  that  it  voril 
be  difficult  for  His  Majesty's  Grovenuarf 


indnstrv  as  the  noble  Lord  may  have  to 
make  (m  the  subject.     I   think   I  have 

answered  irenerally  the  Questions  put  to  !  ^^  comply  vnih.  All  that  is  really  » 
me  by  the  noble  Lord.  I  think  the  '  quired  is  that  an  instruction  should  h 
Hcmse  intimated  that  they  wished  me  '  pven  to  the  Consuls  and  representitiw 
also  to  answer  the  guestion  of  the  right '  "^  His  Majesty's  Government  ahid 
rev.  Prelate  now.  I  can  do  so  in  a  few  i  t^^^t  "^  the  course  of  the  annual  Repfl* 
words.  We  have  not  at  ])re8ent  the  which  they  make  to  the  Home  Go^et 
necessary  figures  and  data  to  trive  the 
answer  for  which  he  asks,  but  we  will 


ment  these  particular  matters  should  i^ 
be  lost  sight  of  ;    and  all  that  the  nolii 


endeavour  to  obtain  them  and  will  lav    Lonl  has  to  do  is  to  move  down  to  th 


the    result    on 
possible. 


the    Table    as    earlv    as 


end  of  the  Ministerial  Bench  to  whei 
the  Tnder-Secretary  of  State  for  FoRV 
Affairs  sits  and  suggest  to  him  thiti 
general  instruction  should  be  sent  to  A 


The  Matiqukss  of  SALISBURY  :  My 
Lords,  the  concluding  remarks  of  the  '  Majesty's  representatives  abroad  tW 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  are,  ,  any  change  in  the  conditions  of  ^ 
no  doubt,  fully  justified.  It  is  too  early  '  merchant  service  of  those  countBi 
yet  to  draw  any  very  safe  conclusions ,  should  be  notified  to  His  Majes^ 
from  the  working  of  the  last  Act.  But  (lovernment.  Then  all  the  informatki 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  will  agree  that  would  be  available  in  England,  and  i 
the  request  of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  would  be  merely  a  matter  of  a  few  ho* 
was  a  very  reasonable  and  modest  |  work  on  the  part  of  a  clerk  in  the  DepiJ^ 
one — namely,  that  these  matters  should  |  ment  to  put  it  together  so  that  it  coJi 

Lord  Hamilton  of  DalzdL 
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ud  before  Parliament  as  often  as 
seem  good.  I,  therefore,  think  my 
)  friend  wiU  find  on  inquiry  that  the 
Bst  is  not  a  difficult  one,  and  that 
matter  might  easily  be  arranged 
een  himself  and  the  Foreign  Office 
to  some  extent,  of  course,  the 
nial  Office. 

ith  regard  to  discipline,  may  I  say  I 
k  the  noble  Lord  misconceived  the 
re  of  the  inquiry  which  my  noble 
id  made  to  the  iJovemment  on  that 
Bct,  and  the  effect  which  complying 
his  request  would  have  ;  because  he 
led  to  think  that  to  increase  the 
)1B  of  discipline  in  the  merchant 
ce  might  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
eis  or  of  the  officers  but  could  not  be 
le  advantage  of  the  men. 

RD    HAMILTON    OF    DALZELL : 
I  the  men  might  not  agree. 

B  Marquess  op  SALISBURY: 
lot  asked  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
a  plebiscite  of  the  views  of  masters, 
rs,  and  men  in  order  to  come  to  an 
ment.  The  promotion  of  good  disci- 
on  board  ship  is  not  only  good  for 
class;  it  is  good  for  everybody 
iined.  Therefore,  it  would  not  be  ] 
I  oorrect  to  suppose  that,  in  urging 
this  question  of  discipline  should  be  ' 
dered,  my  noble  friend  was  advo-  ' 
g  the  interests  of  one  class  of  those 
jed  in  the  merchant  service  rather 
another.  The  truth  is  that  the  more 
-an  improve  the  conditions  of  the 
hant  service  the  better  it  will  be 
^rybody  all  round. 

d  that  brings  me  to  the  heart  of 
[uestion.     The  real  difficulty  is  the 
vhich  was  referred  to  by  the  right 
Prelate.     Owing  to  the  very  small 
in  of  profit  at  the  disposal  of  many 
ase  engaged  in  the  merchant  service, 
►uld  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  that 
5e,  or  those  concerned  in  it,  if  unduly  I 
7    obligations    were    imposed.     At  | 
ame  time,  the  more  the  conditions  i 
be    improved    within    those    limits  I 
etter  it  will  be  for  the  men  and  for 
ountry  at  large.     It  is  of  the  most 
importance   that  we   should   keep 
merchant    service    popular   in   this 
ly.     There    have    been    symptoms  | 


that  its  popularity  is  waning,  and  that 
we  are  inclining  to  become  less  of  a  sea- 
faring nation  than  we  used  to  be.  Such 
a  change  would  be  very  disastrous,  and 
anything  in  reason  which  can  be  done  to 
prevent  it  ought  to  receive  careful  con- 
sideration. Therefore,  I  venture,  with 
great  respect,  to  add  my  voice  to  the 
request  which  has  been  made  by  my  noble 
friend  behind  me,  and  by  the  right  rev. 
Prelate,  that  all  these  matters  should  be 
kept  continually  before  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  His  Majesty's  Government. 
The  more  information  we  can  get  as  to 
what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  the 
better  it  will  be  for  us,  and  the  more  able 
shall  we  be  to  form  a  just  conclusion  on 
the  subject. 

*The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord 
Fitzmaurice)  :  My  Lords,  this  is  mainly 
a  Board  of  Trade  question,  but  I  would 
ask  your  Lordships'  permission  to  say 
one  or  two  words  in  regard  to  what  fell 
from  the  noble  Lord  who  introduced  this 
subject,  and  from  my  noble  friend 
opposite  as  to  the  position  of  the  Foreign 
Office  in  the  matter.  In  the  absence  of 
further  proof,  I  cannot  plead  guilty, 
on  behalf  of  the  Foreign  Office  or  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  there  having  been  any 
delay  in  the  real  sense  of  the  term.  Nor 
do  I  admit  what  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Salisbury  said  just  now,  that,  granting 
delay,  the  excuse  was  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  this  was  a  complicated  Return 
in  which  two,  if  not  three.  Departments 
were  concerned. 

I  quite  agree — indeed  it  is  obvious — 
that  where  a  Return  does  affect  two  or 
three  offices,  the  operation  of  getting  it 
must  be  a  longer  one  ;  but  if  noble  Lords 
will  look  at  the  nature  of  this  Return 
they  will  see  over  what  an  immense 
field  it  travelled,  and  how  absolutely 
necessary  it  was,  if  the  Return  was  to  be 
worth  anjrthing  and  to  be  accurate — 
and  if  it  was  not  it  obviously  would  be 
worth  nothing — that  the  information 
should  be  obtained  in  a  full  and  accurate 
shape.  The  subjects  dealt  with  were 
old-age  pensions,  pensions  to  widows 
and  orphans,  accident  compensation, 
Sunday  labour,  daily  hours  of  labour 
at  sea  and  in  port,  payment  for  work 
performed  in  excess  of  fixed  hours  of 
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labour,  medical  treatment,  accommoda- 
tion, and  passages  of  distressed  seamen, 
and  also  the  regulations  for  the  preservation 
of  discipline  on  board  their  merchant  ships. 
The  nations  concerned  were  (Jermany, 
France,  Norway,  Sweden,  Italy,  Russia, 
Denmark,  Austria-Hungary,  the  Nether- 
lands, Greece,  and  Belgium.  I  venture  to 
think  that  that  is  a  very  large  and  ex- 
tensive field  of  inquiry.  Of  course,  if 
our  Consular  officers  only  had  this 
Return  to  prepare,  they  could  have  done 
it  more  quickly ;  but  the  staff  abroad  is 
not  a  large  one  for  the  enormous  work 
they  have  to  perform,  and  it  was  their 
desire  to  present  a  Return  which  would 
be  completely  satisfactory  to  your  Lord- 
ships. Bearing  these  facts  in  mind,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  real  ground 
for  complaint.  At  the  same  time  I 
shall  be  quite  willing  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances;  and  in  regard  to  the 
further  appeal  that  was  made  by  my 
noble  friend  who  spoke  just  now  that 
these  facts  should  be  borne  in  mind 
year  by  year  in  the  preparation  of  the 
aimual  Consular  reports,  that  is  a  prac- 
tical suggestion,  and  I  feel  perfectly 
certain  the  Secretary  of  State  would  be 
quite  ready  to  carry  it  out. 


THE  RE-TRIAL  OF  PRISONERS. 
Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH, 
who  had  given  notice  "  To  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  whether  their 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of  a 
prisoner  cliarged  with  a  serious  crime  in 
regard  to  which  the  jury  were  unable  to 
agree  on  a  verdict ;  an<l  whether  it  is 
the  case  that  a  period  of  five  months  must 
elapse  before  any  further  trial  can  take 
place,"  said  :  My  Lords,  I  think,  per- 
haps, a  word  of  explanation  is  due  from 
me  in  putting  this  Question  as  it  now 
appears  on  the  Paper.  I  had  my  atten- 
tion called  to  a  report  of  a  criminal  trial 
about  three  weeks  ago,  in  which  the  jury 
disagreed  as  to  their  verdict,  and  the 
Judge  ordered  that  the  prisoner  should 
be  detained  in  custody  until  the  next 
Assizes,  which  were  five  months  off.  I 
therefore  put  this  Question  on  the  Paper 
to  ascertain  whether  that  was  an  abso- 
lutely necessary  incident  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  criminal  procedure  of  this 
country. 

Lord  Fitzmaurice. 


Sof  ar  as  the  particular  case  is  cono 
the  matter  is  practically  at  an  en 
would  have  brought  the  Question  I 
your  Lordships  at  once,  but  I  vul 
asked — ^most  properly  asked— by 
Department  concerned  to  pofltjwn 
as  the  matter  was  under  considenl 
Your  Lordships  have  since  beeninlm 
through  the  usual  channels  of  inioo 
tion,  that  the  criminal  authorities  \ 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  then  ii 
case  for  a  further  prosecution,  uA  \ 
prisoner  has  been  released.  Hunk 
so  far  as  any  particular  personal  indl 
is  concerned  the  matter  is  at  an  a 
but  there  was  a  good  deal  of  attid 
attracted  to  the  point  as  to  w^ki 
was  necessary  to  detain  a  priacur 
so  long  a  period  before  a  seoo&dti 
could  be  obtained. 

I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  undentanifl 
there  were  two  courses  open  to  < 
learned  Judge  who  presided  attheti 
— either  to  have  ordered  anofchtft 
later  in  the  Assizes,  or  to  take  the  en 
which,  in  the  exercise  of  his  diacnA) 
he  took,  of  ordering  the  prisonrfsi* 
tion  till  another  term  of  AssIkl 
Scotland  there  is  a  power  in  tk  & 
to  move  the  venue,  and  there  is  il 
power  on  the  part  of  the  prisonef,! 
process  known  as  "  running  his  ktt 
to  secure  a  trial  within  a  certain  nn 
of  days.  All  I  want  now  to  at 
whether,  in  the  unfortunate  event 
jur>^  disagreeing  in  their  verdict, 
ever  likely  to  be  necessary  in  Bb 
to  detain  a  prisoner  for  so  long  a 
as  five  or  six  months  before  anothi 
can  be  obtained.  If  that  is  so,  i 
point  to  which  the  attention  of 
responsible  ought  to  be  directed 
view  to  diminishing  the  possibi 
such  an  occurrence  taking  place. 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  so  far 
particular  case  in  question  is  con 
I  understand,  as  the  noble  Lord  hi 
that  the  Attorney-General  has  en* 
nolle  prosequi.  It  is  a  matter  wlii( 
entirely  in  his  own  discretion, 
imagine  that  no  Attomey-Geneiml 
listen  to  anyone  who  attempted  ti 
fere  with  his  discretion  in  the  a( 
tration  of  criminal  justice. 
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je  case  was  one  relating  to  murder, 
the  peculiarity  is  that  that  is  one  of 
srimes  which  cannot  be  tried  other- 
than  by  a  Judge  of  the  High  Court, 
Ky  a  Commissioner  of  Assize,  or 
ibody  holding  His  Majesty's  Corn- 
on  entitling  him  to  try  the  case. 
ler  cases,  fortunately,  are  not  very 
ion,  and  the  disagreement  of  juries 
kewise,  hot  very  common.  The 
f,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion, 
Hat  this  case  was  to  go  over  to  the 
kssizes.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
aey-General  has  since  entered  a 
prosequiy  it  is  pretty  obvious  that 
»iirse  was  adopted  because  the  Judge 
ht  the  man  ought  not  to  be  put  on 
ial  again  and  that  the  Crown  had 
*  drop  the  prosecution.  I  infer  that 
t^lie  circumstances. 

I  learned  Judge  could,  if  he  had 
cl,  have  tried  the  case  again  at  once, 
could  have  tried  it  at  the  end  of 
seizes,  or  a  new  Commission  might 
l^een  issued,  if  it  had  been  necessary, 
ying  the  case  at  any  time.  There 
>  a  power  under  Act  of  Parliament 
lich  the  Attorney- Greneral  can  move 
5  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court.  I 
>t  wish  to  prejudge  the  point,  and 
Bt  not  be  understood  as  expressing 
.efinite  opinion  that  that  procedure 
1  have  been  applicable  to  the  case 
lestion,  but,  at  all  events,  there  is 
(tatute.  No  one  feels  more  strongly 
I  that  it  is  in  the  highest  degree 
^edient  that  persons  awaiting  trial 
d  be  confined  for  any  considerable 
h  of  time^ 

the  ordinary  kind  of  cases,  where  it 
a  serious  matter  like  that  of  murder, 
ok  there  ought  to  be  a  far  more 
J  admission  to  bail  than  there  is  at 
at  in  this  country.  I  cannot  too 
j^ly  express  that  view.  As  a  matter 
t,  it  is  impossible  for  many  people 
ape  if  they  wanted  to,  and  the  great 
ity  of  people  who  are  accused  have 
^ans  or  thought  of  escape.  I  should 
ry  glad  to  learn  that  the  practice 
[>wing  bail,  which,  as  I  have  said, 
5  done  with  perfect  safety  in  a  great 
er  of  cases,  had  become  the  rule 
:  than  the  exception.  In .  regard 
e  crime  of  murder,  disagreement 
)  part  of  the  jury  is  unconunon,  and, 
ore,  the  particular  evil,  which  was 


threatened  in  the  present  case  is  one  not 
likely  frequently  to  occur.  Still  for  all 
that,  the  interval  before  retrial  should  be 
made  as  short  as  possible,  and  I  hope 
there  will  be  very  few  cases  in  which  a 
long  period  will  elapse  before  any  further 
trisd  can  take  place.  If  the  noble.  Lord « 
has  any  suggestions  to  make  upon  the 
subject  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  those 
who  have  charge  of  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice  will  be  only  too  glad  to 
consider  them,  with  a  view  to  preventing 
the  possibility  of  frequent  delay  for  any 
length  of  time  in  the  retrial  of  prisoners. 

♦Lord  ALVERSTONE  :  My  Lords, 
this  matter  is  one  of  such  great  im- 
portance that  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  upon  it.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack  with  the  exception  of 
one  observation.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  ought  to  be  inferred,  and  it  would 
be  a  dangerous  thing  if  it  were  inferred, 
that,  because  a  learned  Judge  directed 
a  trial  to  stand  over  to  the  next  Assizes, 
he  had  any  view  on  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  prisoner  should 
again  be  put  on  his  trial.  It  may  be 
that  that  was  in  the  learned  Judge's 
mind  in  this  particular  case ;  but  for 
a  great  many  years  it  has  not  been  the 
practice  to  try  again  at  the  same 
Assizes  prisoners  in  regard  to  whose 
cases  the  jury  had  not  agreed,  and  for 
some  reasons  I  think  it  is  wise  that 
the  present  practice  should  be  continued. 
It  may  be  that  there  should  be  some 
alteration  of  the  law  in  that  respect ; 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  lay  down  a  hard-and-fast 
rule.  The  practice  has  been,  in  cases 
where  juries  disagree,  to  try  the  prisoners 
again  at  the  next  Assizes.  I  think 
there  should  be  some  consideration 
whether  the  provisions  of  Palmer's  Act,  if 
they  are  not  wide  enough  to  allow  re- 
moval in  such  a  case,  should  not  be 
extended  ;  and  I  should  like  to  associate 
myself  with  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
in  not  expressing  any  opinion  as  to 
whether  or  not,  under  that  Act,  there 
could  be  a  removal  simply  on  the  ground 
of  delay. 

But  there  are  other  considerations 
which  have  to  be  borne  in  mind.  I 
am  not  now  speaking  of  this  particular 
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case.  In  many  eases  where  the  jury 
has  shown  inability  to  agree  it  is  veiy 
desirable  thAt  there  should  be  some 
further  time  for  inquiry  in  the  interests 
of  both  justice  and  the  prisoner.  There 
has  been,  imfortunately,  a  practice  on 
the  part  of  prisoners  to  reserve  their 
defence  until  the  very  last  moment 
and  not  to  disclose  it  until  they  come 
up  for  trial  at  the  Assizes,  with  the 
result  that  the  prosecution  are  at  the 
disadvantage  of  not  being  able  properly  to 
test  whether  the  defence  is  well  founded. 
In  the  interests  of  the  prisoner  it  is 
not  undesirable  that  there  shoiild  be 
some  interval  for  inquir}%  though  I 
agree  with  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
that  there  should  not  be  such  a  delay 
as  five  months.  I  may  point  out  that 
this  is  by  no  means  the  first  time  that 
this  has  occurred.  Your  Lordships  may 
probably  remember  the  Essex  murder 
four  or  five  years  ago.  The  prisoner 
was  twice  tried  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
the  jury  disagreeing  on  both  occasions 
and  a  nolle  prosequi  was  entered  by 
the  Attorney-General.  The  matter  is 
one  which  shoiild  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Government  of  the  day.  If  we  are 
to  alter  the  law  which  has  existed  for 
centuries  that  a  murder  trial  should 
take  place  in  the  county  in  which  the 
offence  was  committed  the  alteration 
should  be  made  by  carefully  considered 
legislation,  and  should  not  be  left  to 
the  circumstances  of  any  particular 
case.  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  on  the  Woolsack 
that  bail  affects  this  particular  question, 
and  I  am  able  to  assure  him  that  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  bail  is  refused 
is  very  few  indeed.  It  is  not  usual, 
however,  to  allow  bail  in  murder  cases, 
except  under  exceptional  circumstances. 
1  am  bound  to  say,  after  a  very  con- 
siderable experience,  that,  while  I  en- 
tirely ajjree  that  in  ever}''  single  case 
prisoners  should  be  bailed  if  possible,  the 
condition  of  many  of  these  people  is  often 
such  that  they  are  a  great  deal  better 
off,  and  better  cared  for  and  looked 
after,  when  they  are  not  admitted  to 
bail.  But  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  the  Lord 
Chancellor  that,  except  under  most 
exceptional  circumstances,  persons  who 
are  going  to  be  tried  for  ordinary  offences 
should  be  admitted   x)  bail ;     and  that 
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is  the  practice  which,  as  far  as  is  po 
those  engaged  in  the  administxati 
the  criminal  law  adopt. 


CRIMINAL  APPEAL.  (AMENBME 
BILL  [H.1^]. 

Bouse  in  Cominittee  (accoxdi 
order).  Bill  reported  without  i 
ment.  Standing  Committee  nega 
and  Bill  to  be  read  d*  to-moiiow. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  i 
before  Six  o'clock,  1 
morrow^  half-pMt 
o*clock. 


HOUSE    OP   COMMOS 
Monday,  29th  June,  1908. 


The  House  met  at   a   quarter 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINBS 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (NO  STA] 
ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examin 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That, 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  origi 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Ord* 
applicable,  viz.  : — Tollemache  Est« 
[Lords], 

Ordered,    That    the    Bill    be   r 
second  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (8TA 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY 
QUIRED   INTO  COMPLIED    W 

Mr.    Speaker   laid  .  upon    the 
Report  from  one  of  the   Bzamiz 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That, 
C4ise  of  the  following  Bills^    origi 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  an  tb 
Reading   thereof,   the   Standing 
not  previously  inquired  into»  and 
are  applicahle  thereto,  have  beei 
plied    with,     viz.,    Ammanford 
District    Council    Water    Bill    [I 
Honourable     Artillery     Company 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,   That   the   Bills   be   i 

second  time. 
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^ntOVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL  [LORDS] 
UfHO  STANDINQ  ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.|[SpEAKffR    laid  #  upon    the    Table 
;'!Beport  from  one  of  tlie  Examiners  of 
^Ifetitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
of   the   following   Bill,   originating 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
iing  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
plicable,  viz.  : — ^Local  Government  (Ire- 
l)    Provisional   Orders    (No.   3)  Bill 
[>rds]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
16  To-morrow. 

Liverpool  Corporation  (General  Powers) 
"  — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bristol      Tramways      BiB      [Lords] ; 
^Clambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords]. — Con- 
lered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Oreat  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and 
^  Bxompton  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Keigh- 
feky  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Metro- 
1  Mtitan  District  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ; 
|0orthem  Assurance  Company  Bill 
Olds] ;  Ravensthorpe  Urban  District 
noil  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second 
and  committed. 

Commercial  Union  Assurance  Com- 
ay  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).— Read  a 
and  time,  and  committed. 

Local  Govemraent  Provisional  Orders 
'  (No.  10)  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and 
^passed. 

Buckie  Burgh  and  Buckie  (Cluny) 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. 
;  —Considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 
:  time  upon  Wednesday. 

\  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

i  That  they  have  agreed  to  : — North- 
.  'Ernst  London  Railway  Bill ;  Bury  and 
y  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill,  without 

Amendment ;  Leicester  Corporation  Bill, 

with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
*•  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
imder  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Paisley 
District  Tramwa3rs."  [Paisley  District 
Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
[Lords.] 


Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating 
to  Bridgend  (Extension),  Hendon  (Amend- 
ment), Llandafi  and  Dinas  Powis  (Amend- 
ment), Llansamlet,  Oulton  Broad,. 
Sowerby  Bridge  (Amendment),  and  Tew- 
kesbury (Amendment)."  [Electric  Light- 
ing Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords].. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  imder  the  General 
Pier  and  Harbour  Act,  1861,  relating  to 
Gott  Bay  and  Vaila."  [Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  BiU  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  authorise  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Councillors  of  the  Burgh  of  Leith  to  con- 
struct additional  tramways  and  to  execute 
street  improvements  ;  and  for  other 
purposes."    [Leith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords], 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [Lords], — Read  the  first 
time  ;  and  ordered  (under  Section  9  of 
The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Ac^ ,  1899)  to  be  read  a  second  time 
to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  283.] 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3.  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first  time  ; 
Referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
284.] 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  first 
time ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be* 
printed.     [Bill  285.] 

Leith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the 
first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :    From  Sussex  ;  and 
Sidlesham  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Cumber- 
land and  North  Lancashire  and  London  ;. 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Ad- 
vances made  under  The  Irish  Land  Act, 
1903,  during  the  month  of  August,  1907 
[by  Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(DANGEROUS  AND  UNHEALTHY 
INDUSTRIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations,  dated 
20th  June,  1908,  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  in 
pursuance  of  Section  79  of  The  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  for  the  process 
of  the  casting  of  Brass  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


EAST  INDIA  (ACCOUNTS  AND  ESTI- 
^lATES,  1908-9). 

Copy  presented,  of  Explanatory  Memo- 
randum by  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the   Table. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy   presented,    of    Diplomatic    and 
Consular    Reports,    Annual    Series,    No.  I 
4031  [bv  Command] ;     to  lie  upon  the ' 
Table.    "  I 

ISLE  OF  IVIAN.  I 

Account  presented,  of  Revenue  and  I 
Expenditure  for  the  year  ended  31st : 
March,  1908,  with  the  Report-  of  the  [ 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  there- 
on  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  | 
to  be  printed.     [No.  196.]  l 

DESTRUCTIVE  INSECTS  AND  PESTS      I 
ACTS,  1877  AND  1907. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  dated  18th 
June,  1908,  entitled  the  Destructive 
Insects  and  Pests  Order  of  1908  [by 
Act]  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Lunacy.  Copy  of  Sixty-second  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  in  Limacy  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  [bv  Act] ;  to  be 
printed.     [No.  200.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOIBS. 


Shipping  Kaiten  at  Antwerp. 
Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middta- 
brough) :  To  ask  the  President  of  ^ 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  thit 
certain  persons  at  the  port  of  Antweip, 
who  styled  themselves  as  shipping 
masters  or  agents  for  British  ships^  an 
charging  seamen  fees  from  7  francs  up  to 
25  francs ;  whether  he  is  awaie  tlut  a 
seaman  named  6.  H.  Knox,  of  tk 
"  Ilwen,"  was  compeUed  to  pay  a  ship- 
ping master  by  the  name  of  Cook  S 
francs  as  shipping  fees  ;  and  whether  k 
will  take  steps  to  compel  masten  of 
ships  to  hand  the  advance  note  to  sm- 
men  at  the  Consults  office  at  the  tine  of 
the  signing  of  the  agreement. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  ChurchM,)  Thf 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  hoc 
called  to  the  fact  that  certain  shippiitg 
masters  at  Antwerp  charge  seamen  fees 
for  obtaining  them  employment.  I  ib 
informed  that  the  seaman  referred  to  1? 
my  hon.  friend  deserted  his  ship  at 
Cardiff  and  that  payment  of  his  adviMe 
note  was  stopped,  consequently  no  ht 
was  received  by  the  shipping  muter 
who  found  him  employment  on  tie 
"Ilwen."  The  Board  of  Trade  havenf 
power  to  compel  masters  to  hand  ad- 
vance notes  to  seamen  at  the  timt  A 
signing  the  agreement  in  cases  when 
the  seamen  agree  to  enter  into  a  piiviie 
arrangement  outside  the  consulate.  The 
Board,  with  the  assistance  of  the  CodibI' 
Greneral,  have  endeavoured  to  disconnaii 
the  irregular  system  prevailing  at  iit- 
werp,  but  I  will  consider  whether  aay 
further  useful  steps  can  be  taken  in  the 
matter. 

Eegnlations  for  admittanoe  to  Traiik| 
Colleges. 
Mr.  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea)  :  To  aak 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Ediieitio{i 
whether  he  is  aware  that  students  qmli^ 
fied  for  admittance  to  training  ooDepa 
in  the  county  of  London  are  not  aDoind 
to  enter  their  names  for  more  than  one, 
and  that,  should  they  fail  to  g^  ■!' 
mittance  for  denominational  or  other 
reasons,  the  new  regnlatioma  of  Ae 
Board  of  Education  requiring 
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to  be  admitted  to  such  colleges  as  the 
Borough  Road  Training  College,  Isle- 
worth,  according  to  priority  of  applica- 
tioii,  prevents  the  choice  being  made 
•ccording  to  the  ability  of  candidates, 
'h  waxd  practically  debars  some  of  the  best 
from  continuing  their  careers  ;  and  will 
lie  inquire  of  the  principals  of  these 
colleges  as  to  the  working  of  these 
regulations. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
Board  of  Education  are  not  aware  that 
tile  authorities  of  any  college  have 
Sefused  to  accept  applications  from 
candidates  who  are  known  to  them  to  be 
applying  for  admission  to  another  college. 
,  ^nie  Board  have  not  laid  down  any  rule 
\  to  the  effect  either  that  students  may  not 
enter  their  names  for  more  than  one 
college  or  that  students  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  college  according  to  priority 
of  application.  In  these  circumstances, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  certain 
modifications  in  the  Board's  regulations 
as  to  admission  have  to-day  been  pub- 
lished, I  think  I  cannot  advantageously 
I  take  the  step  suggested  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  the  Question.  But  any 
i^pecial  case  of  hardship  or  imreasonable 
exclusion  that  is  brought  to  my  notice 
will  be  most  carefully  considered. 

Itatnefl  on  British  Medical  Association 
Building, 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  :   To  ask  the 
fiecretar}'  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment  whether   his   attention   has   been 
called  to  the  character  of  some  of  the 
statues    on    the    new    building    of    the 
r  British  Medical  Association  now  in  the 
f'conrse  of  erection  in  the  Strand  ;    and 
J  what  action,  if  any,  he  intends  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

{Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.)  I  am  not 
officially  the  arbiter  either  of  taste  or 
morals,  and  I  have  no  control  over  the 
decoration  of  private  buildings  unless 
they  violate  the  law.  Were  it  other- 
wise I  should  see  no  reason  for  inter-  ' 
ference. 

Public  Statues. 
Mr.  HORNIMAN  :   To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  proposes  to  call  for  a  Report 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Police  on  the 
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statues,  nude  and  otherwise,  ornament- 
ing or  disfiguring  the  streets  and  open 
spaces,  as  well  as  public  and  other 
buildings  in  London,  and  as  to  their 
efEect  on  public  morals. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
No,  Sir. 

Training  Colleges  for  Women. 
Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  is  aware 
that  certain  of  the  secondary  training 
colleges  for  women  are  in  actual  danger 
of  being  closed  for  financial  reasons, 
owing  to  the  check  to  training  and  the 
uncertainty  caused  by  the  breakdown  of 
the  register ;  whether  he  can  give  any 
immecfiate  reassuring  expression  of  the 
views  of  the  Board  of  Education  as  to 
the  value  and  advisability  of  training  for 
intending  teachers  in  secondary  schools ; 
can  he  indicate  whether,  in  addition  to  a 
desire  to  encourage  training  for  teachers 
in  secondary  schools,  the  Board  have  any 
means  which  they  intend  to  employ  to 
assist  secondary  training  colleges,  and  to 
secure  tangible  advantages  for  such 
teachers  as  do  expend  time  and  money 
in  taking  a  course  of  training  in  a 
secondary  training  college. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  hope 
that  the  financial  difficulties  referred  to 
may  be  greatly  diminished  by  a  system 
of  grants,  which  the  Board  have  decided 
to  initiate,  in  aid  of  courses  of  professional 
training  for  men  or  women  intending  to 
be  teachers  in  secondary  schools.  Regu- 
lations under  which  these  grants  are  to 
be  payable  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  during  the  next  fortnight. 
In  reply  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
the  Question,  the  Board's  Regulations 
for  Secondary  Schools  make  special 
provision  on  the  point  in  Article  15, 
page  4,  of  the  1908  issue. 

Irish  Primary  Schools  excluded  from 
Supplementary  Grant 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.)  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  primary  schools  in  Ireland  in 
which  the  attendance  is  under  thirty- 
five  ;   and  on  what  grounds  they  have 
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been  excluded  from  participation  in  the 
supplementary  grant. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  there  are  2,858  national  schools 
in  which  the  average  attendance  is  under 
thirty- five.  As  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
Question,  I  would  refer  to  the  Answer 
given  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  to  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  of  26th  June. 

Irish  Universities  Bill— Extern  Students. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  senates  of  the  pro- 
posed Universities  would  have  power 
under  the  Universities  Bill  as  it  stands 
to  make  any  provisions,  by  statute 
or  otherwise,  dealing  with  the  extern 
students  or  with  students  who  have 
partially  passed  their  examinations  as 
extern  students  at  the  present  time  ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  can  see  his  way 
so  to  amend  the  Bill  as  to  leave  such 
power  to  be  exercised  by  the  senates  at 
their  discretion. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birr  ell.)  If  the 
hou.  Member  will  refer  to  Clause  10  (3) 
of  the  Irish  Universities  Bill  he  will  find 
that  all  students,  extern  or  other,  of  the 
Royal  University  of  Ireland  are  entitled, 
when  that  University  is  dissolved,  to  get 
credit  for  any  progress  they  may  have 
made  towards  a  degree  in  that  university. 
If  he  will  then  refer  to  Article XVIII.  (1) 
(c)  of  the  preliminary  drafts  of  the  charters 
he  will  see  that  the  senates  for  a  period  of 
five  years  will  have  power  to  make 
arrangements  for  enabling  such  students 
to  proceed  to  degrees  in  the  universities  by 
examination  alone,  that  is,  without 
requiring  any  residence  at  a  constituent 
college  or  any  recognised  institution.  I 
have  undertaken  to  bring  up  on  Report, 
if  I  find  that  it  is  neressarv,  words  that 
will  secure  the  rights  of  all  existing  stu- 
dents to  have  opportunities  of  proceeding 
to  degrees  on  existing  conditions. 

Troops  engaged  in  the  Mohmand 
Expedition. 
Mr.   HADDOCK    (Lancashire,    North 
Lonsdale)  :    To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 


o  State  for  India  how  many  troops  hsYe 
been  engaged  in  the  Mohmand  expedition. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Buchanan.)  The 
number  of  troops  employed  in  the 
Mohmand  expedition  was  approximately 
16,000,  of  whom  4,000  were  in  the  Re- 
serve Brigade. 

Distnrbanoes  at  Bathdowney  (ftnafli*! 
Connty). 
Mr.  LONSDALE  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  has  received  particu- 
lars of  the  disturbance  at  Rathdowneji 
Queen's  County,  on  the  20th  instant; 
whether  several  constables  were  injoied 
by  stones  and  bottles ;  and  what  was  the 
cause  of  this  outbreak. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  The  quel- 
tion  of  taking  proceedings  in  this  cm 
is  under  consideration,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  undesirable  to  make  anj 
statement  upon  the  subject  at  present 

Irish  Labourers  Froyided  with 

Allotments. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :    To  ask  the  CWef 

Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  state  the  totil 
number  of  labourers  who  have  been  pw- 
vided  with  cottage  plots  or  allotmeoli 
under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  188$ 
to  1906,  the  total  area  of  land  so  allocated, 
and  the  average  extent  of  each  plot  or 
allotment. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  totd 
number  of  labourers'  cottages  provided  iip 
to  the  31st  March  last  was  22,921.  In 
13,143  of  these  cases  the  allotments  at- 
tached do  not  exceed  half  a  statute  $a»\ 
in  513  cases  they  are  between  one-hiK 
and  three-quarters  of  an  acre  ;  and  in  tta 
remaming  9,265  cases  beween  thwe- 
quarters  of  an  acre  and  one  acre,  lAoA 
hitter  is  the  maximum  allotment.  Tta 
total  quantity  of  land  so  taken  for  tSk^ 
ments  may  therefore  be  taken  to  ta 
approximately  16,220  acres;  and  ■ 
addition  about  60  acres  have  been  tatai 
for  allotments  for  labourers'  cottsgei 
which  had  already  been  provided.  The 
average  extent  of  each  cottage  pkit  « 
allotment  is  somewhat  less  than  thne 
roods. 
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Suggpested  Grant  to  John  Oillen,  late 
Royal  IriBh  Rifles. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  f)r  War 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
John  Gillen,  of  Longford,  No.  999, 
-Cth  company,  Ist  battalion,  Royal  Irish 
Rifles,  who  lost  his  health  in  Lidia,  is 
now  in  a  chronic  state  of  ill-health  and 
poverty  in  Longford,  he  will  ask  the 
Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners  to  make 
Mm  a  small  grant  to  help  him  in  his  old 
age. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  undertake  to 
recommend  this  case  to  the  Royal 
Patriotic  Fund  Corporation,  as  the  man 
18  not  eligible  for  assistance  from  any 
of  the  funds  administered  by  that  body. 
He  had  less  than  three  years'  service 
and  rendered  no  war  service. 

CiTil  Servants  and  Territorial  Camps. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  some 
<jk>vemment  offices  regulations  have  been 
issued  which  make  it  necessary  for  civil 
servants  in  the  Territorial  Force  going  to 
camp  to  find  substitutes  during  their 
absence  ;  that,  although  officials  receive 
both  their  civil  and  military  pay  whilst 
so  doing,  the  cost  of  a  substitute  may  mean 
a  considerable  loss ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  step  to  prevent  this 
happening. 

{Ansivered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  Ar- 
rangements have  been  sanctioned  under 
irhich  any  reasonable  excess  beyond 
the  civil  and  military  pay  of  the  civil 
servants  referred  to  will  be  defrayed  from 
public  funds. 

Honours  for  Army  Officers. 
Mb.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
liow  many  orders  in  each  grade  were  be- 
atowed  on  Army  officers  in  1907  in  the 
Bath,  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  the 
Star  of  India,  and  the  Royal  Victorian 
Order. 

{Amtcered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane,) 
Tie  orders  bestowed  in  1907  on  Army 


officers  on  the  active  and  retired  lists, 
including  Indian  Army  officers,  were  as 
follows — 


G.C.B.,  MiUtary 
K.C.B.,  MiUtary  - 
C.B.,  Military       - 
C.B.,  Civil    - 

-  2 

-  16 

-  71 

-  1 

G.C.M.G.     - 

-     1 

K.C.M.G.     - 

-    2 

C.M.G. 

-    2 

CS.I.  -        - 

-     1 

K.C.V.O.     - 

-    4 

C.V.O. 

-    7 

M:.V.0.,4thaass- 

-  U 

M.V.O.,  5th  Class 

-    3 

Of  the  C.B.'s,  thirty-four  were  specially 
granted  on  the  occasion  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  military  operations 
in  India  in  1857. 


Suez  Canal  Surplus  Revenue. 
Mr.  MOLTENO  (Dumfriesshire) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  hopes  of  the  British  directors  of  the 
Suez  Canal  that  a  method  of  adjusting 
the  partition  of  the  surplus  revenue 
more  acceptable  to  the  clients  of  the 
company  might  eventually  be  arrived 
at  were  expressed  in  August,  1906,  after 
the  reduction  of  75  centimes  had  been 
made  in  January  of  that  year,  he  can 
ascertain  what  prospect  there  is  of  these 
hopes  being  realised  at  an  early  date  ; 
whether  he  can  state  what  was  the  amount 
of  the  considerable  sums  stated  to  have 
been  expended  since  that  date  on  the 
improvement  of  the  canal ;  and  whether 
this  amount  is  such  as  seriously  to 
delay  the  realisation  of  these  hopes. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward  Grey, ) 
In  the  Report  of  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 
pany to  the  shareholders  for  the  year  1907 
it  was  stated  that  very  considerable 
works  were  required  for  deepening  and 
widening  the  Canal  in  order  to  keep  pace 
with  the  constant  increase  in  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  vessels  making  use  of  it. 
The  present  depth  of  the  Canal  is  no- 
where less  than  28  feet,  and  it  is  in- 
tended to  increase  this  depth  until  the 
figure  of  36  feet  has  been  obtained 
throughout.  This  work  will  be  com- 
menced in  1909,  and  will  take  some  five 
M  2 


331 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


QuesUans, 


332 


years  to  complete.  This  must  of  neces- 
sity entail  a  very  heavy  expenditure, 
and  a  further  large  sum  will  be  required 
for  the  completion  of  the  new  docks  at 
Port  Said,  which  work  is  now  in  progress. 
Until  these  works  have  been  completed 
no  further  reduction  in  the  transit  dues 
should  be  anticipated.  The  receipts  from 
this  source  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
current  year  show  a  decrease  of  some 
millions  of  francs  as  compared  with  the 
figures  for  the  same  period  of  last  year. 
In  these  circumstances  it  is  not  thought 
that  the  present  moment  would  be 
opportune  for  the  introduction  of  any 
change  in  the  partition  of  the  surplus. 


New  Class  Assistant  Clerks. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  can  state  how  many  new  class  assistant 
clerks  are  employed  in  the  Savings  Bank 
Department,  General  Post  Office  ;  Estate 
Duty  Office,  Somerset  House ;  and 
Statistical  Office,  His  Majesty's  Costoms, 
respectively,  and  how  many  have  been 
promoted  to  a  superior  grade  in  eacb 
Department ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
the  principle  of  selection  adopted  with 
regard  to  the^  promotion  of  new  clsss 
assistant  clerks  in  the  Statistical  Office. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Hohhouse,) — 


Savings  Bank  Department 
Estate  Duty  Office 
Customs  Statistical  Office 


Number  of  Assistant 

Clerks  (New  Class) 

employed. 


Number  promoted. 

20* 
8 
2t 


Promotions  of  assistant  clerks  under 
the  Board  of  Customs,  as  in  other  Depart- 
ments, are  under  Order  in  Council  only 
made  exceptionally  upon  grounds  of 
special  merit,  after  not  less  than  six 
years  service.  In  comparing  the  Cus- 
toms Statistical  Office  with  other  Depart- 
ments, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in 
that  office,  besides  the  assistant  clerks 
(new  class),  abstractors  are  also  employed, 
now  numbering  thirty-six.  From  that 
class  eighteen  promotions  have  been 
made  to  superior  grades. 

Notification  of  Births. 
Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchurch) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  on  9th  April 
a  certified  midwife  was  convicted  under 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act  for 
failing  to  notify  the  birth  of  a  child, 
whilst  no  proceeding  was  taken  against 
the  father  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  imder  the  Act  parents  are 
responsible  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
notification  of  births,  he  will  consider  as 
to  the  advisability  of  issuing  a  Circular 
to  local  authorities  drawing  their  attention 


to  the  responsibility  of  parents  in   tk 
matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burtis.)  My 
attention  has  not  been  drawn  to  tlw 
particular  case  mentioned  in  the  Qnestkm. 
The  Act,  however,  imx>06es  the  duty  of 
notifying  a  birth  alike  on  the  father,  if 
he  is  actually  residing  in  the  house  whffi 
the  child  is  bom,  and  on  any  person  itt 
attendance  on  the  mother  at  the  tame 
of  the  birth  or  within  six  hours  after  it 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  it  is 
always  the  duty  of  the  person  in  attend- 
ance to  notify  the  birth,  although  it  ii 
provided  that  a  person  shall  not  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  for  faiUng  to  do  ao 
if  he  had  reasonable  grounds  to  believe 
that  notice  had  been  duly  given  by  some 
other  person.  I  issued  a  Ciicnlar  to  tiie 
local  authorities  shortly  after  the  passing 
of  the  Act  in  which  I  drew  attention 


*  In  addition  twenty-three  have  been 
ap])ointed  to  other  situations  in  the  Pott  Office 
as  a  result  of  limited  competitionB. 

t  Two  more  have  been  nominated  for  fio- 
motion,  but  have  not  yet  passed  the  nee 
qualif3rin^  examination  held  by  the  (SvilC 
Commissioners. 
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to  the  duties  in  this  matter  of  the  father 
and  of  the  persons  in  attendance  on  the 
mother. 

Thames-side  Villages  and  Towns. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  if  he  will  state  the  names 
of  all  places  abutting  on  either  side  of 
the  Thames  between  Lechlade  and  Ted- 
dington,  showing  whether  these  are 
separate  parishes,  urban  districts,  or 
boroughs,  with  the  population  of  each. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  The 
list  is  a  somewhat  long  one,  and,  instead 
of  setting  it  out  here,  perhaps  my  hon. 
friend  will  allow  me  to  send  him  a  copy 
of  it. 

Accidents   at   Portsmouth    Dockyard- 
Medical  Staff 

Mb.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.)  :  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  how  many  cases  of 
accident  at  the  Portsmouth  Dockyard 
have  been  dealt  with  by  the  medical 
officers  and  by  the  surgery  attendants 
respectively  during  the  last  six  months, 
and  what  are  the  actual  hours  the 
medical  officers  are  supposed  to  be  in 
attendance  at  the  dockyard  surgery. 

{Ansu^red  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  During 
the  past  six  months  5,189  cases  of  accident 
liave  been  treated  at  the  dockyard 
surgery.  The  surgery  attendants  apply 
first  aid  only.  The  medical  officers  are 
responsible  for  all  treatment,  and  there  is 
therefore  no  separate  list  of  cases  treated 
by  attendants.  A  medical  officer  is  in 
actual  attendance  in  the  dockyard  surgery 
from  9  a.m.  till  noon  and  from  2  p.m. 
till  5  p.m.  (bell-ringing).  During  the 
remainder  of  the  twenty-four  hours  a 
medical  officer  is  available  at  his  official 
residence  inside  the  dockyard. 

Honours  for  Navy  Officers. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  how  many  orders 
in  each  grade  were  bestowed  on  naval 
officers  in  1907  in  the  Bath,  St.  Michael 
and  St.  Greorge,  the  Star  of  India,  and 
the  Royal  Victorian  Order. 


(Answered    by    Mr.    McKenna.)    The 
numbers  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Bath  :— 

G.C.B.  ....  Nil. 
K.C.B.  (Military  Division)  -  3 
C.B.  (Military  Division)       -      6 

(Including  1  Marine  officer). 
C.B.  (Civil  Division)    -        -      1 

2.  St.  Michael  and  St.  George  : — 

K.C.M.G.  ....  1 
C.M.G.       ....     1 

3.  Star  of  India  : — 

Nil. 

4.  Royal  Victorian  Order  : — 

G.C.V.O.  ....  2 
K.C.V.O.  ....  2 
C.V.O.  ■  -  -  -  12 
M.V.O.  4th  Class       -        -     9 

(Including  1  Marine  officer) . 
M.V.O.  5th  Class      '  -        -      1 

Adulteration  of  Elour  with  Talc. 
Mr.  HALPIN  (Clare,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  (Ireland)  whether  he  is 
aware  that  600  tons  of  talc  is  shipped 
every  month  from  Bordeaux  to  Liverpool 
and  New  York,  and  that  large  consign- 
ments are  sent  to  Ireland  from  Liverpool ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  talc  is  used  in 
adulterating  flour ;  and  will  he  instruct 
the  inspectors  to  take  samples  of  flour 
and  have  them  analysed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU.) 
The  Department  have  no  definite  informa- 
tion respecting  the  importations  referred 
to.  If  the  hon.  Member  will  kindly 
furnish  them  with  any  specific  particulars 
in  his  possession  as  to  the  importations 
of  talc,  and  as  to  its  suspected  use  as  an 
adulterant  of  flour  in  any  locality,  the 
matter  will  be  followed  up.  Samples 
of  flour  are  taken  from  time  to  time  by 
local  food  inspectors  for  analysis  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Applications  for  Small  Holdings  in 

Surrey. 
Mr.  BRODIE  (Surrey,  Reigate) :  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Small 
Holdings  Commissioners  have  taken  any 
steps   to   ascertain   the   extent   of  the 
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~a&efi  r^^^n-j  S>r  periods  of  six  months. 
Tjxf  Ji&!iiie9  vHe  not  discovered.  The 
ptjiit:^  iiir?*^  of  Counties  Sligo  aad 
^w>m7ni>n  !iATie  been  considerablr 
?rr«?s^Teae»i  wicli  the  object  of  pre- 
'»£irzi:£  !aJTi*-dEi¥«a.  and  a  special  police 


f  ?ni'ii    iiar  ~3ik»   '-:<«HL  established  at   Ross  for 
\~^    '!ie    ~ne  prjr**«!T:iofL  oc  zraxing  farms,  including 


4  •/  ■',*•">'»» 


r  ^.fvr*-!     •     i.-.'i    ..!»r:r>i   -iu*    rro  "■■>'.»n.^ij-  to  Dr.  Duke. 
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CreencBiCZs  Police  and  TraTollsrs  oi 
lifflmgd  PtesBKs  daring  Closed  Horn 

Mh.  J.  DEVTJy  (Belfast,  W.) :  To 
xik  The  CbJef  :5<cretary  to  the  Lord- 
LieriT-MLACT  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
iT^r»  Thii?  h  L$  cmtomary  for  membos 
>•:  rh*^  Ri^r>^  Irish  Constabulary  to  visit 
pnt-iio-aoa^w  at  Greencastle  for  the 
p'irp'M*?  of  aacertaioing  whether  customen 
;ire  yymj  pU  travellers,  and,  after  qaei- 
rL'>r.ir.j;  the  customers,  to  march  thorn 
r<>  the  pi>Li>?e  barrack  for  the  purpose 
...  of    aacertainiiiff    bv    telephone    whether 

a.  ^.^,r.  Y  rh^  r..r^..4r:.  ir.quine.  Lave  .^^^^  .j^  ^^'^  ^j^  addi^sscs  given  in 
^..r.  r..^.I^.  \u  th.^  r,r.T,rr..tar.res  It  ^j^^'  public. houses :  whether  such  • 
U.  r../t  /^.r,  requi.ire  either  for  the  ^^.^^^  j^  ^  accordance  with  the  police 
O,rr.rm...o^er.  or  the  fV^rd  to  take  ^-^^.  .  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  whether  he  wiU 
u,of.  <f^.Mfi.  vtion  ir.  the  rr.atter.  ^^^^^  .^,  discontinuance. 

{Answered    by    Mr.    BirrellJ)     I    am 

informed  that  large  numbers  of  perscms 
enter  public-houses  at  Greencastle  on 
Sundays  as  bona  fide  traveUera.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  police  to  visit  the  puUi^ 
houses  in  order  to  enforce  the  Liceniing 
Acts,  and  it  has  been  found  that  voj 
few  of  the  persons  found  drinking  on 
Sundays  give  their  correct  names  and 
addresses.  If  a  constable  has  reasonaUi 
grounds  to  suppose  that  the  name  or 
address  given  is  false  he  may  reqoin 
evidence  of  the  correctness  of  such 
name  and  address,  and,  in  default  of 
itH  production,  may  forthwith  apprehend 
the  ]>er8on  and  take  him  before  a  magis- 
trate. (Licensing  Act  (Ireland)  1OT4, 
Section  27.)  Rather  than  take  this 
extreme  measure  the  police  at  Green- 
castle have  been  in  the  habit  of  asking 
persons  to  come  to  the  adjacent  police 
Stat  ion  to  have  their  names  and  addiesies 
verilied.  which  they  do  voluntarily,  and 
it  has  hiMMi  foinid  that  very  few  of  the 
pcrsotis  so  taken  to  the  station  have 
>*neu  i'orrect  names  and  addresses  in 
\\w  first  itistanco.  The  alternative  to 
the   :)«ltipt;on   of  this  course  would,  as 


Cattle  driving  in  County  Sligo. 

Hm'  <>VJ}\'J'iV.  FAKI)KIJ.^Paddington, 
H.;  'lo  /'i-ik  the  ('\\\i'\  Ser-retary  to  the 
\^tT*\  \,M'MU'Ufkuy  of  \T*'\iiut\  whether  he 
M  awiir*-  fhttt.  on  lOt.h  May,  J 908,  and* 
H(/>iiri  fin  a  hvU'T  dutf,  cat th^w] rives  took 
uhv  f  >if.  TaijFnaj^h  fariri,  Tofinty  Sli^o, 
in  tfj*'  rriMNt  of  th*^  country  where  the  | 
nnti  rancfiin(^  carn|iHi^n  of  the  United 
friMh  f/<'iii)/iii'  i^  in  full  Mwirig,  off  the ' 
|iro|ii<rfv  of  |)r.  I>iikc,  wIuf  has  nothing 
lo  fill  wiMi  the  i*leviMi  niontliH  system, 
anri  iinollii<r  ilrive  of  ^raxiiiK  cattle 
ofT  I  lie  liMifiu  of  Ufask.  niMir  Movie,  on 
'rni«i(liiv,  '..Titli  May  last;  ami  will  he 
Hliitr  wliiit  firtifMi  I  III*  police  liave  taken 
iir  |iMi|Hiu*  til  tnlii*. 

{.tnsiiun;!  htf  Mr.  Hirtrll.)  The  <lates 
iin«  nut  i|iiih«  rornM'tly  Ntated.  liut  it 
i'«  (lie  liirt  that  ni  I  he  niontliN  of  May 
itixl  .lime  f*««\t«nil  callie  ilrives  have 
tiiKiMi  pijirc  IriHii  fjinuM  (lie  pn>per(y 
i»l  Mr  l>iike  In  t»!irii  t  asc  I  he  cjitlle 
h.ixt*  Iteeii  (oiiiiij  iihiupireil  :ind  returned 
to  1  he  l.-ii  111-4  SiMue  o\  (lie  ;tunu:ilN 
\xes»  ihe  piopeilN  ol  Pi  hllke.  i\\\\\ 
oihiM.     l»eii»n^>Nl     1.1     l;nniei«     who     h;»d  , 
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I  have  already  indicated,  be  the  appre- 
hension of  the  persons  under  the  section 
quoted. 

Eoiirs  of  Duty  of  BeUetst  Prison  Officers. 
Mb.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  for 
aome  years  past,  the  officers  in  Belfast 
prison  were  not  to  be  on  duty  for  more 
than  ten  hours  daily,  and  that,  where 
they  were  on  duty  for  more  than  ten 
lioiirs  daily,  they  were  allowed  the 
extra  time  off  duty  afterwards  ;  whether 
this  regulation  has  now  been  suspended, 
and,  if  so,  why ;  whether  some  of  the 
officers  are  obliged  to  be  on  duty  for 
sixteen  hours  per  day;  whether  any 
euch  system  obtains  in  any  other  Irish 
prison ;  whether  any  vacancies  exist 
on  the  staff,  and,  if  so,  why  they  are 
not  filled  up ;  and  whether  he  will 
have  inquiries  made  into  the  whole 
matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell)  Under 
an  arrangement  which  has  been  in  force 
ior  some  years  in  Belfast  and  all  other 
prisons,  the  period  of  duty  of  prison 
officers  is  limited  as  far  as  practicable 
to  ten  hours  each  day,  and  a  period 
of  relief  from  duty  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  day  is  allowed  to  officers  who. are 
required  for  evening  duty.  This  arrange- 
ment is  necessarily  liable  to  suspension 
when  officers  are  ill,  on  leave,  or  on 
special  duty,  or  where  temporary 
vacancies  exist.  In  Belfast  prison  it 
has  been  necessary  to  suspend  the 
arrangement  for  thirteen  days  during 
the  present  month  as  regards  male 
officers  only,  owing  to  the  simultaneous 
existence  of  all  the  causes  mentioned. 
While  this  suspension  was  in  force, 
an  officer  detailed  for  evening  duty 
was  on  duty  for  thirteen  hours  in  the 
day,  three  hours  being  allowed  for  meals  ; 
but  each  officer's  turn  for  such  duty 
occurred  every  tenth  day  only,  and 
on  the  recent  occasion  no  man  was 
affected  more  than  twice.  There  is 
at  present  one  vacancy  at  Belfast,  which 
has  been  filled  up  as  from  3rd  July. 
A  few  days'  delay  must  necessarily 
occur  in  the  filling  of  a  vacancy.  I  am 
informed  that  the  prison  officers  at 
Belfast    have    cheerfully    acquiesced    in 


the  recent  suspension  of  the  customary 
relief,  as  to  have  granted  it  would  have 
necessitated  the  recall  of  officers  on 
annual  vacation  and  the  postponement 
of  leave  for  others. 

Reports  on  Schools  in  Circuit  8  (Belfast). 
Mr.  J.  MURPHY :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  state  why  so  many 
reports  on  schools  in  Circuit  8  (Belfast) 
have  been  reduced  during  the  last 
twelve  months ;  and  how  many  teachers 
will  suffer  in  increments  and  promotion 
owing  to  that  reduction. 

'  (Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  would  not 

,  be  in  the  public  interest  or  tend  to  the 
efficiency  of  their  inspecting  stafE  to  make 
any  statement  in  reply  to  this  Question. 

Fortarlington  Senior  School  Inspector. 

Mb.  J.  MURPHY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  in  Ireland  are  aware 
that  the  voice  of  their  senior  inspector 
at  Portarlington  is  so  weak  as  frequently 
to  be  inaudible  to  the  children  ;  that  he 
is  angry  when  teachers  repeat  to  the 
children  what  he  says ;  and  that  in 
consequence  of  this  defect  teachers  suffer  ; 
will  the  Commissioners  take  steps  to 
I  ascertain  if  he  is  physically  unfit  for  his 
I  office  ;  and,  if  so,  will  thev  retire  him  on 
pension. 

,  (Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  they  are  not  aware  that  the  facts 
are  as  suggested  in  the  Question,  and  that 
they  do  not  propose  to  take  any  action 

;  in  the  matter. 

Irish  Schools— Mr.  MaoMillan's  Reports. 
Mr.  J.  MURPHY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  has  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  Section  1  of  the 
Appendix  to  their  72nd  Report,  page  72, 
Mr.  MacMillan  says  only  50  out  of  135 
schools,  or  37  per  cent.,  were  considered 
good  or  better  by  that  inspector,  while  in 
,  the  Board's  73rd  Report  62-  7  per  cent,  of 
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all  the  schools  in  Ireland  are  reported  as 
good  or  better ;  can  the  Board  explain 
this  discrepancy  and  also  state  if  a  similar 
result  has  followed  this  inspector  in  every 
circuit  in  which  he  has  been  placed  ;  and 
what  steps  the  Board  will  take  to  protect 
teachers  from  over-exacting  inspectors. 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  a  comparison  cannot  properly  be 
instituted  between  the  two  statements 
mentioned  in  the  Question,  seeing  that 
Mr.  MacMillan's  statement  concerns  but 
135  schools  and  relates  to  the  year  1905, 
while  the  statement  in  the  Commis- 
sioners' Annual  Report  concerns  all  the 
schools  in  Ireland  and  relates  to  the  year 

1906.  The  Commissioners  do  not  con- 
sider that  it  would  be  in  the  public 
interest  or  tend  to  the  efficiency  of  their 
inspection  staff  to  make  any  statement 
in  reply  to  the  remainder  of  the  Question. 

Purchase  of  the  Thompson  Estate  at 
Clonfin. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretarj'  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
result  of  the  efforts  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  purchase  the  Thompson 
estate  at  Clonfin,  County  Longford. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  As  sug- 
gested in  the  hon.  Member's  Question  of 
25th  May,  the  Estates  Commissioners 
have  communicated  with  the  receiver 
under  deed  of  this  estate,  who  has  in- 
formed them  he  is  in  correspondence  with 
the  present  owner,  Mr.  Wensley  Thomp- 
son, now  in  Canada,  and  with  his  solicitors 
in  England,  and  hopes  shortly  to  be  in  a 
position  to  communicate  further  wdth  the 
Commissioners  as  to  the  sale  of  the  estate. 

Evicted  Tenants  Applications  sent   in 
after  May,  1907. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :    To  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  the  case  of  evicted 
tenants'  applications  sent  in  after  May, 

1907,  the  Commissioners  will  direct  their 
inspector  to  hold  inquiries  into  such 
applications  ;  and,  if  so,  how  soon  these 
in([uiries  will  be  made. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The 
Estates  (Commissioners  do  not  propose 


to  take  any  action  upon  applications 
from  evicted  tenants  received  after 
1st  May,  1907,  unless  and  until  the 
estates  to  which  the  applications  relate 
come  before  them  for  sale  under  The 
Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  or  until  the  appli- 
cations received  prior  to  that  date  hav* 
been  disposed  of. 

Children  (Cnffe)  in  Granard  WorUumiei 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lientenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  grant  an 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  attending 
the  discharge  of  the  two  children  Cnfe 
from  industrial  schools,  and  their  trans- 
ference to  the  workhouse  of  Granard  as 
pauper  children  ;  and  will  he  say  what 
steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  that  the 
treatment  of  these  poor  children  ahall 
tend  to  make  them  good  and  naefal 
citizens  in  their  after  life, 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer 
which  was  given  to  his  Question  on  this 
subject  on  the  24th  instant.  My  prede- 
cessor ordered  the  discharge  of  the 
children  from  industrial  schools  under 
the  powers  vested  in  him  by  statute  and, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  I  have  no  power 
to  re-open  the  matter  by  means  of  an 
inquiry  or  otherwise. 

Application  for  One  Yearns  Training  fkva 
Irish  School  Teachers. 
Mr.  J.  MURPHY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  c-an  ascertain  from  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  the 
number  of  appUcants  for  one  year'a 
course  of  training  during  1907-8,  As 
number  of  such  applicants  who  wen 
admitted  to  training  and  the  number  of 
applicants  who  passed  the  scholarship 
examination,  but  who  were  refused  ad- 
mission to  training. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Cwn- 
missioners  of  National  Education  inform 
me  that  the  number  of  applications  for 
the  year's  course  of  training  duing 
1909-8  in  the  seven  recognised  training 
colleges  in  Ireland  was  271  ;  the  nnmber 
of  applicants  admitted  was  100  ;  and  the 
number  of  applicants  who  passed  the 
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King's  scholarship  examination,  but  did 
not  secure  admission,  was  ninety. 

Beinftatement  of  James  Murphy,  of 
CroQghteeri. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  say 
why  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
decided  to  take  no  action  in  reference  to 
the  reinstatement  of  James  Murphy,  of 
Croughteeri,  near  Feenagh,  in  his  holding 
from  which  he  was  evicted  by  Deane 
Skelton  ;  and  is  he  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  in  this 
respect. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
they  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply 
given  to  the  hon.  Member's  previous 
Question  on  this  subject  on  the  24:th 
instant. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


dence   with   both   the   firm    of   Messrs. 
Armstrong,   Whitworth,   and   Company, 
and  the  Electrical  Trades  Union,  with 
regard  to  the  statement  that  there  has 
been   a   departure   from  the   provisions 
of  the  Fair  Wages  Clause  ;   but  the  facts 
I  have  not   yet   been   sufficiently  clearly 
I  ascertaired  to  enable  us  to  decide  what 
1  steps   are  necessary.     The  required  in- 
formation is  being  hastened  as  much  as 
possible. 

Mr.  HUDSON:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  this  Question  was 
first  put  down  on  5th  March,  and  re- 
I  peated  on  19th  May,  and  yet  the  in- 
I  formation  is  not  forthcoming  ?  Has 
"  he  been  in  communication  with  the 
!  Electrical  Trades  Union  ? 


Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes,  there  have 
been  communications  with  that  body 
and  there  has  been  considerable  corres- 
pondence, but,  of  course,  the  Admiralty 
cannot  obtain  information  so  readily 
from  private  firms  as  from  their  own 
dockyards. 


Xaval  Contracts  —  Provisions  for  Fair  ' 
Wages. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne)  :  \ 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Armstrong,  Whitworth, 
and  Company,  Elswick,  have  recently 
engaged  inexperienced  men  on  the  work 
of  electrical  wiremen  on  H.M.S.  *'  In- 
vincible," at  rates  of  wages  not  in 
harmony  with  the  Fair  Wage  Clause ; 
and  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  now  say  why 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Com- 
pany, Elswick,  have  not  carried  out  the 
Fair  Wage  Clause  in  their  contract  on 
H.M.S.  "Invincible"  at  the  Elswick 
works  with  regard  to  the  wages  paid  to 
the  electrical  wire  workers. 


The  ^PIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIR.iLTY  (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouth- 
shire, N.) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
permit  me,  I  will  answer  these 
Questions  together.  The  Admiralty 
have  been,  and  are  still,  in  correspon* 


The  Coastg^uard  and  the  Summer 
Manoeuvres. 

Mb.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
if  the  coastguards  will  be  drawn  upon  to 
assist  in  manning  the  ships  to  take  part 
in  the  summer  manoeuvres ;  and,  if  so, 
to  what  extent  and  in  which  fleet  will 
they  be  employed. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  summer  em- 
barkation of  a  section  of  the  coastguard 
is  provided  for  in  the  Coastguard  Regu- 
lations, and  will  take  place  this  summer 
as  usual.  The  total  number  of  coast- 
guard men  to  be  embarked  is  1,300,  and 
they  will  be  employed  in  the  ships  of  the 
Home  Fleet. 

Discussion  of  Naval  Estimates- 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  usual  number  of 
allotted  days  are  to  be  given  to  Committee 
of  Supply  on  the  Navy  Estimates  this 
year  ;   and  whether  he  can  state  the  last 
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occasion    on    which    the    Vote    for    the 
Admiralty  Office  was  discussed. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Of  Government 
time  this  session,  the  following  days 
have  been  devoted  to  naval  discussion  : — 
2nd  March,  on  the  Motion  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Falkirk ;  3rd  March, 
on  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  do  leave 
the  Chair;  9th  March,  Vote  A;  10th 
March,  Vote  1  and  Vote  10  ;  with  a  day 
and  a  half  more  this  month  in  Committee 
on  Supplj',  the  usual  time  allotted  will 
be  made  up.  Vote  12  was  last  discussed 
in  1906. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  But  is  it  not  the  fact 
that  in  1906  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Admir- 
alty said  there  was  no  time  to  discuss  this 
Vote  and  at  once  closured  the  debate  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA'S  reply  was  inaudible. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  Will 
the  full  number  of  days  be  given  for  the 
Navy  Votes  this  year  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  number  of 
days  will  be  equal  to  the  average  for  the 
last  three  years. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACDONALD  (Falkirk 
Burghs) :   When  will  Vote  8  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Some  time  in  July. 

Naval  Collisions. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  no  official  report  exists  of  certain 
alleged  collisions  and  groundings  which 
were  omitted  from  the  Return  issued 
during  the  recess,  whether  he  will  allow 
the  hon.  Member  for  Blackpool  to  inspect 
the  logs  of  these  ships  for  the  dates 
named. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  It  is  greatly  re- 
gretted that  this  suggestion  could  not 
be  permitted. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  trust  that  is  not 
duL^  to  a  fear  that  the  hon.  Member  lacks 
discretion  ? 


Mr.  McKENNA  :    Not  in  the  least. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  aware  that  the  collisions  aie 
said  to  have  taken  place  in  the  Home 
Fleet— the  special  creation  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  ?  In  view  of  the  inference 
that  maybe  drawn  from  that  fact,  will  he 
not  reconsider  his  decision  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  asked  for  notice  of  any 
further  Question. 

Middlebnrg  Cantonments  and  Fanni 

*SiR  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
inform  the  House  what  has  been  the  total 
cost  of  the  cantonments  and  farm  it 
Middleburg,  in  Cape  Colony,  including 
the  net  loss  upon  the  working  of  the 
farm  ;  and  if  he  can  state  the  prices  paid 
for  stock  and  the  prices  realised. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  tor 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  Ap- 
proximately the  total  cost  was  £458,000. 
There  is  no  charge  against  Army  funds  in 
connection  with  the  working  of  the  &rm. 
all  advances  of  public  money  having  been 
repaid.  The  farm  is  now  being  closed 
down.  There  is  no  information  in  the 
War  Of!ice  as  regards  the  prices  paid  and 
realised  for  stock. 

Soldiers  in  Penal  Serritude. 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  (St.  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
with  reference  to  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Army  [Cd.  3978],  page  71,  what 
were  the  rank  and  corps  of  the  five  mca 
serving  abroad  who  were  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude  during  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1907 ;  if  he  will  give 
in  each  case  the  offence  or  offences  for 
which  each  man  was  tried,  the  sentences 
inflicted,  when,  where,  and  by  whom 
they  were  tried,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  confirmed  the  sentences; 
whether  the  evidence  has  since  been 
submitted  to  the  Judge- Advocate-General, 
and  if  he  sanctioned  each  sentence. 


Mr.  HALDANE  :     The  following  aie 

the  particulars  asked  for — 
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Metropolitan  Volunteer  Permanent 
Staff. 

Sib  SAMUEL  SCOTT  (Marylebone, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  action,  if  any,  has  been 
taken  by  the  London  Association  with 
respect  to  the  allowances  formerly  given 
to  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
permanent  staff  of  Metropolitan  Volunteer 
regiments  before  their  transfer  to  the 
Territorial  Army ;  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  official  sanction  was  given 
to  these  allowances  in  an  order  by  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  Home  Dis- 
trict, A— 184^— 21,  dated  15th  August, 
1904,  he  will  see  that  no  injustice  is  done 
to  these  soldiers,  who  left  their  regiments 
and  joined  the  Volunteers  under  the  belief 
that  they  would  receive  the  allowance 
in  addition  to  their  pay. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  No  proposed  scale 
of  emoluments  to  be  paid  by  the  London 
County  Association  to  the  permanent  staff 
for  work  outside  their  ordinary  duties 
has  been  yet  put  forward  by  the  Assiocia- 
tion.  The  War  Office  is,  however,  in  com- 
munication with  the  City  Association 
as  to  the  scale  to  be  fixed  for  the  per- 
manent staff  of  its  units. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Did  not  the  War 
Office  issue  a  circular  stating  that 
]iothing  beyond  £6  10s.  should  be  paid  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  was  understood  to 
say  that  that  was  not  the  amount. 

Cavalry  Regiment  for  Scotland. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  steps 
he  has  taken  towards  the  quartering 
of  a  Regular  cavalry  regiment  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  can  only  refer 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  the  reply 
I  "gave  him  on  the  22nd  instant. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  Is 
theTiHouse  to  assume  that  no  steps  are  to 
be  taken  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  If  it  does  it  will 
draw  a  very  wrong  inference. 

Piershill  Barracks. 
Major     ANSTRL-THER-GRAY  :     I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 


whether  the  barracks  at  KeiahiU  an 
now  in  all  respects  sanitary  and  healthy; 
and  what  is  the  percentage  of  men, 
women,and  children,  respectively,  on  the 

sick  list- 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  information 
requested  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Memlw 
will  be  call^  for  from  the  General  Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief. 

Mr.  Chnrohill  and  the  War  Offlea. 
Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (YorkduR, 
E.R.,  Holdemesa) :  I  beg  to  ask  tk 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  tk 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  p» 
mitted  to  use  a  room  at  the  War  OSn 
where  he  has  access  to  departmatd 
information  in  connection  with  militnf 
matters. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :    No,  Sir. 

The  Cardwell  System. 
Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON:    I  begti 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Warifuy 
scheme  is  under  consideration  involnaf 
modification  of  the  Cardwell  system, « 
entailing  any  substantial  leductioa  d 
the  garrisons  overseas. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :    No,  Sir. 

The  Discontent  in  India. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (MiddkHZ, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  trm 
Minister  whether,  in  view  of  the  factlU 
the  partitioning  of  Bengal  by  the  kte 
Government  lies  at  the  root  of  much  d 
the  discontent  in  Lidia,  His  Majeftv'i 
Grovemment  will  rectify  this  adnun]it» 
tion  Act,  which  never  received  the  MMik 
of  this  House. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  Of 
STATE  FOR  INDLAl  (Mr.  Bucsaio, 
Perthshire,  E.) :  The  partition  of  Bengd 
did  not  require  the  assent  of  this  Bam, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  finds  notUiig 
to  add  to  the  language  used  by  the  kto 
Prime  Minister  and  by  bimsdf  in  As 
House  of  Commons  in  1906. 

*Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Borough): 
Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  MfthmnfitlwF 
of  all  classes,  and  Hindoos  of  all  bat  tb 
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I;  upper  classes,  have  repudiated  the  assump- 
]  fion  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  parti- 
^4ioo  and  have  passed  public  resolutions  to 
lathis  effect  1 

I'      dfR.    BUCHANAN'S    reply    was    in- 
madible. 

The  Simla  Scheme. 
Db.  RUTHEKFORD  :  I  beg  to  ask 
tbe  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  aware 
tiiat  the  Simla  scheme  reached  this 
Ooontry  too  late  last  year  to  receive  the 
attention  of  this  House  ;  and  whether,  in 
^((riew  of  the  imrest  in  India,  he  will  press 
.iapon  the  Government  of  India  the 
essity  of  submitting,  without  further 
delay,  such  comprehensive  reforms  for 
Hhe  consideration  of  His  Majesty's  (Jovem 
ment  and  of  this  House  as  are  calculated 
to  remove  the  grievances  of  His  Majesty's 
Indian  subjects. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  reply  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  to  a  similar  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  25th  instant. 

Press  Proseoutions  in  India. 
Mr.  KEIRHARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  has  received  a  Report 
concerning  the  conviction  of  Ramchandra 
Narayen  Mendlik,  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  Vihari,  who  has  been  sentenced  to 
two  years'  imprisonment,  with  a  fine  of 
1,000  rupees,  for  having  published  an 
alleged  seditious  article  ;  and  whether  he 
has  seen  the  article  in  question,  and  can 
state  its  terms. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  conviction 
of  this  editor  and  the  sentence  as  stated 
in  the  Question  have  been  announced  in 
the  newspapers,  but  we  have  not  received 
any  official  confirmation.  The  Secretary 
of  State  ha^  seen  the  substance  of  the 
article  in  question,  but  I  cannot  lay  it  on 
the  Table. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  Can  any  means 
be  adopted  to  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  information  as  to  the  character  of  the 
article  in  question  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Secretary  for 
State  for  India  has  already  given  a 
promise   that  newspaper   articles  which 


come  under  the  Press  Act  will  be  laid 
from  time  to  time  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
Was  not  the  article  in  this  particular  case 
a  translation  of  a  piece  of  poetry  by 
Mazzini  written  fifty  years  ago  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  1  am  not  aware 
of  that,  but  Mazzini  wrote  some  very 
strong  things. 

Southern  Nigeria— Penalties  in  Oin. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon- 
shire, Honiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
secretary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  is 
His  Majesty's  Government  aware  that 
merchants  in  the  Delta  of  the  Niger 
complain  that  fines  imposed  by  the 
Government  in  Southern  Nigeria  are 
paid  by  the  offenders  in  gin,  and  that, 
by  its  acceptance  of  such  payments,  the 
Government  directly  discourages  the 
establishment  of  a  currency  in  specie 
and  encourages  a  currency  in  gin;  and 
will  he  say  what  action  His  Majesty's 
Government  is  taking  in  the  matter. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  communicated 
with  the  Governor  by  telegram,  and  is 
informed  that  the  statement  that  fines 
imposed  by  the  Government  are  paid  in 
gin  in  any  part  of  Southern  Nigeria  is 
entirely  without  foundation.  I  regret 
that  such  a  st^tAment  should  have  been 
made. 

Sale  of  Spirits  in  Southern  Nigeria. 
giR  JOHN  KENNAWAY :    I  beg  to 

ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  steps  have  been  taken 
by  His  Majesty's  Government,  in  res- 
ponse to  the  appeal  made  nearly  two 
years  ago  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  in  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
control  the  retail  sale  of  spirits  in 
Southern  Nigeria  outside  the  limits  of 
the  Island  and  Colony  of  Lagos. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  Spirit  Licence 
Ordinance  of  Southern  Nigeria  applies, 
not  only  to  the  Island  and  Colony  of 
Lagos,  but  also  to  specified  districts  ir 
the  old  Protectorate  of  Southern  Nigeria, 
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including  the  large  trade  centres  and 
both  banks  of  the  Niger.  It  is  the 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
that  the  licence  system  should  be  further 
applied  whenever  it  is  found  practicable 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  operations. 
The  Governor  has  been  instructed  to 
propose  to  the  Alake  of  Abeokuta  and 
to  the  Ibadan  chiefs  that  regulations 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Spirit 
Licence  Ordinance  should  be  introduced 
into  those  towns. 

Spirit  Smuggling  into  Northern  Nigeria. 
Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  in  view  of  the  immediate  ex- 
tension of  the  railway  from  Lagos  to 
Illorin,  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  Grovernment  to  establish  a  zone  of 
prohibition,  as  foreshadowed  by  Lord 
Elgin,  between  Southern  and  Northern 
Nigeria,  in  order  to  prevent  the  smugg- 
ling of  rail-borne  spirits  from  Southern 
Nigeria  into  Northern  Nigeria. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  approved  of  the  rate  for  the 
carriage  of  spirits  on  the  railway  north 
of  Ibadan  being  raised,  and  of  the  car- 
riage of  spirits  on  the  railway  being 
prohibited  beyond  Ikerun,  a  Southern 
Nigeria  town  ten  miles  south  of  the 
Northern  Nigeria  boundary.  He  has 
also  approved  of  the  transport  of  spirits 
on  the  Niger  being  prohibited  within 
a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles  of  the 
Northern  Nigeria  boundar}\ 

Transvaal  Mines— Native  Death-rate. 

Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  has 
any  official  information  showing  the 
number  of  deaths  per  annum  occasioned 
by  the  substitution  of  black  native  labour 
for  Chinese  in  the  Transvaal  mines. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  what  I  said  in  answer 
to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  East 
Marylebone  on  the  24th  instant. 

Mr.  P'ELL  said  the  Question  did  not 
appear  on  the  Paper  in  the  form  in  which 
he  originally  drafted  it,  and  he  asked 
if  the  figures  did  not  show  a  much  higher 
death-rate  among  natives  than  among 
Chinese. 


Colonel  SEELY  :  I  have  lefmlud 
my  memory  as  to  the  figures.  In  JannaiT, 
1906,  when  the  repatriation  of  Chinm 
began,  the  total  number  of  lahouzeD  on 
the  Eand,  both  Chinese  and  native,  vu 
140,789,  and  the  number  of  deaths  vai 
396,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  per  ammm 
of  33*6.  In  the  last  reported  montk, 
February,  1908,  the  total  number  of 
Chinese  and  natives  was  170,000,  tad 
the  number  of  deaths  was  only  346,  or  a 
death-rate  of  24'  4  per  1,000  per  annum; 
so  that  it  appears  that  on  an  incieaieot 
30,000  the  total  number  of  deaths  Im 
been  reduced  by  fifty. 

Lord  K.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  K): 
What  were  the  respective  nomboi 
of  Chinese  in  1906  and  now  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  :  That,  of  conne, 
strengthens  my  argument.  The  totil 
number  of  Chinese  in  January,  IMK, 
was  47,117,  and  the  death>rate  per  1,IIN 
was  33*6.  The  total  ntunber  of  Ghinai 
in  the  last  recorded  month  was  28,4(Ni 
or  a  reduction  of  20,000,  while  the  dsftk 
rate  was  24*4. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lam*- 
shire,  N.W.) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentb- 
man  give  the  death-rate  at  the  pnMt 
moment  of  the  Chinese  and  of  the  natin 
respectively  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  was  understood  ti 
say  that  the  figures  he  had  given  eomA 
that  point. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAT  » 
quired  if  it  was  a  fact  that  the  deatbriiti 
among  natives  was  greater  than  anwit 
the  Chinese. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  it  was  m- 
fortunately  the  case  that  there  vM 
a  high  death-rate,  especially  among 
some  sections  of  the  natives  in  the  minoi; 
but  the  total  result  of  the  action  of  tka 
Transvaal  Government  and  of  tUi 
Government  before  they  handed  tb 
matter  over  was  a  reduction  of  the  deatli- 
rate  by  28  per  cent. 

Australian  HaTal  Deflnte. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  ICd.): 
I   beg   to   ask  the   Under-Seczetaiy  d 
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State   for  the   Colonies  whether  repre-  to  participate  in  the  coastal  trade  of 

•entations  have  been  made  by  the  Aus-  British  Columbia, 
tralian  Commonwealth  Government  that 

the   delay  in   approving   of   the    naval  .  Colonel  SEELY  :  I  have  no  informa- 

defence  scheme,  submitted  early  in  the  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  subject  referred  to  by  the 

year,  is  placing  them  in  a  position   of  ^^°-  Member,  but  the  Canadian  Govem- 

gieat    difficulty;    and  whether    he  can  ment  will  be  asked  for  a  report, 

•tata  when  the  decision  of  His  Majesty's  rn^m    •    a            -m- 

Ctevemment  will  be  communicated  to  Traffic  in  Amii  at  Muscat. 

the  Commonwealth  Government.  Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.)  : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

•     Colonel  SEELY:  No  such  representa-  Foreign   Affairs   whether   his   attention 

tions  have  been  made.    The  Common-  ^*8  ^^^^  called  to  the  increasing  traffic 

wealth  Government  are  aware  that  His  i^  arms,  which  has  its  headquarters  at 

Majesty's    Government  are   endeavour-  Muscat ;     and  whether  this  subject  will 

kig  to  settle  the  question  in  the  manner  ^®  discussed  at  the  Arms  Conference  at 

indicated  in  the  reply  given  by  my  right  Brussels. 

lM>n.  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi-  ^^j.     PARLIAMENTARY     SECRE- 

»lty  last  Jlonday  to  a  Question  by  the  ^^^y  to  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  J.  A. 

n^ht  hon.  Member  for  East  Worcester-  p^.^^^^  ^^^^   ^^^^^  ^^,^;^.    ^^^  gj^ 

"•  Edward   Grey):   The  question   of  the 

Asiatics  in  Bhodesia.  *'*®^  ^^  *""^  **  ^^'T^  ^^  "-^l^y 

««•     rr  *  -cm  rw  nrkv  /T>     ^     \      T  u  formed  the  Subject  of  discussion  at  the 

Mk  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :   I  beg  Conference    on   the   Arms   Traffic   now 

to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  ^j^ting  at  Brussels,  and  is  still  under 

the  Colonies  whether  he  has  received  consideration. 

may  information  as  to  the  passmg  by  the 

€k)veniment  of  Rhodesia  of  an  Asiatic  Gunnuming in  the  Persian  Gulf 
Registration   Act   imposing   compulsory  ^^   HART-DAVIES :     I  beg  to  ask 
wpstration  upon  British- Indians  domi-  ^^^    secretary    of    State    for    Foreign 
«led  in  Rhodesia  of  a  character  similar  j^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^.^^  ^^^  ^^ 
to  that  of   the    Transvaal  Asiatic  Law  ^^^^  ^  ^j^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^               ^ 
Amendment  Act,    1907;      and,   if    so  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^j^ 
whether,  m  view  of  the  resentment  and  ^nd  Seistan,  has  been  seized  and  occupied 
opposition  aroused  among  British-Indians  ^^     ^^^^       ^^^^^^^  ^j^^  violation  of 
ty  that  measure.  His  Majesty  s  Goveni-  /^^.^^  ^^^        ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^ 
ment  will  make  representations  to  the  ^^^^  ^  assist  the  operations  of  gun- 
Government  of  Rhodesia  as  to  the  ad-  ^^    ^^^  ^^^  ^J^       ^^^  ^J 
visabUity  of  repeaUng  the  Act  in  question.  ^^^    g^^j^^    Government    proposes    to 

Colonel  SEELY:    The  Secretary  of  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Stote  is  in  communication  with  the  High  Mb.  j.  a.  PEASE  :      His  Majesty's 

Commissioner  on  the  subject  of  the  Act  Government  have  received  information 

leferred  to  by  my  hon.  friend.  from  time  to  time  of   the  presence  of 

bands  of  gun-runners  in  these  regions,  but 
In   reply  to   Mr.  Lynch   (Yorkshire,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  Regan  has 
W.R.,  Ripon),  been    seized    and    occupied    by    them. 
~,„„-r,T       J  1^    1^       J        1.  Frequent  representations  on  the  subject 
Colonel  SEELY  said  he  hoped  to  be  ^^^^  ^een  made  to  the  Persian  Govern- 
able to  give  the  information  asked  for  m  j^ent,  who  have  promised  to  do  all  in  their 
a  few  weeks.  power  to  check  gun-running. 

British  Colombian  Coastal  Trade.  Mr.  LYNCH :  Is  it  true  that  a  body  of 

Mk.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  Afghans  has  established  itself  on  Persian 

of  the  Board  of   Trade  if    he  has  any  territory  ? 
information    of     the     causes   why    the 

Canadian  Government  has  rescinded  the  Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :    I  cannot  answer 

Older  permitting  United  States  vessels  that  without  notice. 
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Arrest  of  Orimsby  Trawler  in  Oerman 
waters. 

Mr.  LAMONT  (Buteshire)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  British  trawler 
"  Arcadia,"  of  Grimsby,  which  was  found 
fishing  in  German  territorial  waters  off 
Nordeny  by  the  German  fisheries  patrol 
torpedo-boat  S.42,  has  been  brought  to 
Cuxhaven  and  her  captain  arrested  ;  and 
whether  the  British  Government  will  take 
similar  steps  in  the  case  of  trawlers  flying 
a  foreign  flag  found  fishing  illegally  in 
Scottish  territorial  waters. 

I  beg  further  to  -ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will 
say  how  the  German  territorial  waters  are 
delimited  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nor- 
deny, and  how  far  within  those  waters 
was  the  trawler  "  Arcadia  "  at  the  time 
of  her  capture,  and  also  how  far  from  the 
shore. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
begs  to  answer  both  the  hon.  Member's 
Questions  on  this  subject  together.  The 
limits  of  territorial  waters  in  the  vicinity 
in  question  are  governed  as  between  this 
country  and  Germany  by  the  stipulations 
of  the  North  Sea  Fisheries  Convention  of 
1882.  The  seizure  of  the  "Arcadia" 
and  the  arrest  of  her  master  have  been 
reported  to  my  right  hon.  friend  by 
telegraph  by  His  Majesty 's  Consul  -  (Jen  eral 
at  Hamburg,  who  has  instructed  the 
British  Vice- Consul  at  Cuxhaven  to 
watch  the  case.  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  np  information  as  to  the  precise 
position  of  the  vessel  when  she  was 
captured,  but  he  has  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  German  Court  will  arrive  at  a 
decision  incompatible  with  Germany's 
Treaty  obligations  or  with  international 
law,  by  which  the  action  of  His  Majesty's 
(Government  in  regard  to  the  Moray  Firth 
must  also  be  controlled ;  and  the  facts 
of  the  case  cannot  be  definitely  ascer- 
tained till  it  is  tried  before  the  Court. 

Brussels  Sugar  Conventions. 
Mr.  SCOTT  (Ashton-under-Lyne)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  statement 
bv  Sir  Henry  Bergne,  printed  in  the 
White  Paper  "^[Cd.  3780]  relating  to  the 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention,  vnth  regard 


to  sugared  products  ;  why  this  reserra- 
tion  has  not  been  embodied  in  the 
Additional  Act ;  and  what  guarantee 
His  Majesty's  Gk>veniment  have  thit 
the  other  signatory  Powers  will  respect 
such  a  declaration,  not  even  recorded  in 
the  proces  verbaux 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :   A  statement  by  Sr 
Henry  Bergne  to  the  effect  that  it  wis 
not  possible  for  His  Majesty's  Govmt- 
ment  to  furnish  certificates  of  ozigin  in 
regard  to  the  sugar  contained  in  sngmd 
products  is  recorded  on  page  86  cf  the 
Proces  Verbaux  of  the  Commission  (Fifty- 
second  Sitting,  26th  July,  1907).    It  viD 
be  seen  by  the  Declaration  of  the  Piefl- 
dent,  recorded  on  page  102  of  the  Prwa 
Verbaux,  that  it  has  been  agreed  thtt  if 
it  should  be  found  that  any  considenUe 
amount  of  bountied  sugar  is  contained  b 
sugared  products  exported  from  Ontt 
Britain  to  contracting  States,  the  Oon- 
mission  will  have  to  decide  by  a  vote  d 
majority  whether  the  circumstances  tie 
such  as  to  necessitate  the  termination  d 
the  Convention  on  Ist  September,  191L 
There  appeared  to  be  no  need  to  emhoij 
this  understanding  in  the  AdditioDsl  AcL 
His   Majesty's    (Sovemment    cannot  b 
called  upon  to  furnish  certificates  wiA 
regard  to  sugared  products  so  long  as  tb 
Convention  is  in  force. 

Foreign  Legations  at  Teheran. 
Mr.  LYNCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the  8e» 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiaiis  whetkr 
there  is  a  guard  of  Russian  troops  at  te 
Russian  Legation  in  Teheran,  and,  if 
so,  what  is  their  number  ;  can  he  stile 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  additumsti 
the  force  are  in  contemplation;  aal 
what  is  the  character  and  niunber  <rftti 
force  guarding  the  British  Legation. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  So  far  as  nr 
right  hon.  friend's  information  goes,  tiw 
is  a  guard  of  fourteen  Russian  txo^  it 
the  Russian  Legation  at  Teheran,  but  k 
cannot  absolutely  vouch  for  the  accoiMj 
of  this  figure  without  inquiry  of  Si 
Majesty's  Legation  at  Teheian.  Tk 
guard  of  His  Majesty's  Legation  coonsti 
of  eight  mounted  men  of  the  Indian  Axmf. 

Mr.  lynch  :    WiU  the  hon.  QwOf 

man   make   inquiries   as  to  the 
part  of  the  Question? 
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Mr.    J.  A.  PEASE  :     I  wiU  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  if  he  is  willing  to  do  so. 

Mr.  lynch  :    Has  any  change  been 
made  in  the  practice  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  to  attend  the  House  on  I 
llbnda3rs  ?  | 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  The  arrange-  | 
ment  was  that  my  right  hon.  friend  should  I 
be  here  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 

Unclaimed  Dividendfl. 
Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I 
lieg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
idiequer  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
unclaimed  Government  stock  amoimts 
to  nearly  £1,000,000  and  unclaimed 
'  dividends  on  Grovemment  stock  to 
£1,806,531 ;  and  whether,  as  the  tum- 
dver  in  the  banks  is  enormously  greater 
than  the  turnover  in  Government  stock, 
lie  will  state  on  what  grounds  the  Trea- 
sury officials  have  arrived  at  the  calcula- 
tion that  the  total  receipts  of  the  banks 
from  similar  sources  in  200  years  is  only 
about  £500,000. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CJHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  I  gave  the  precise 
figures  for  the  unclaimed  stock  and  the 
unclaimed  dividend  account  in  answer 
to  a  Question  by  the  hon.  Member  on 
Tuesday  last.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  hon.  Member  has  misappre- 
hended the  purport  of  an  Answer  given 
by  me  in  the  House  on  the  1 1th  instant ; 
£500,000  was  the  sum  taken  a  few  years 
ago  to  be  the  approximate  amount  of 
unclaimed  balances  in  the  hands  of  ex- 
isting banks  at  that  time.  I  have  no 
means  of  estimating  even  approximately 
the  amount  of  the  unclaimed  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the  old-established 
jMrivate  banks  which  have  disappeared  or 
nave  been  absorbed,  whose  balances,  to- 
gether with  the  liabilities  attaching  to 
them,  may  have  remained  with  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  banks  which  have 
disappeared. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  say  what  the  Treasury 
officials  estimate  as  the  total  amount 
of  imclaimed  balances  now  in  the  banks  ? 
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Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Speaking 
from  memory,  after  perusing  the  esti- 
mates, there  was  one  estimate  of  over 
£500,000  and  another  of  over  £750,000. 

I 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  How  could  the 
Treasury  possibly  arrive  at  these  figures 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  already  iAformed 
the  House  that  the  banks  refused  to 
give  any  information  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Of  course 
we  have  made  some  inquiries.  *  I  cannot 
state  exactly  what  the  sources  of  our 
information  are,  but  we  have  made 
inquiries  in  proper  quarters,  and  these 
are  the  estimates  which  have  been 
furnished  to  us.  We  have  made  no 
recent  inquiries. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cestershire, E.) :  How  long  must  the 
account  be  unoperated  upon  before  it  is 
classed  as  unclaimed  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  do  not  quite 
know  what  is  the  practice,  but  it  is  very 
well  known  and  old-established.  If  the 
right  hon.  (Jentleman  desires,  I  will 
make  inquiries. 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.) : 
Has  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  been  drawn  to  the  statement 
in  the  public  Press  by  a  Member  of  the 
Institute  of  Bankers,  that  the  unclaimed 
balances  in  six  banks  amount  to  several 
millions  sterling ;  and,  secondly,  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  think 
that  the  best  way  to  solve  the  whole 
of  this  problem  is  to  induce  his  colleagues 
to  give  facilities  for  the  passage  of  my 
Bill? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  would 
rather  the  hon.  Grentleman  addressed 
the  second  part  of  his  Question  to  the 
Prime  Minister.  I  have  not  seen  the 
statement  in  the  Press  referred  to,  but 
if  anyone  can  give  me  information  to 
lead  me  to  believe  that  these  balances 
are  anything  approximating  the  figure 
estimated  by  my  hon.  friend,  I  shall  be 
very  pleased  to  make  further  inquiries. 
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Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlacliie) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man extend  his  inquiries  into  the  popular 
belief  in  the  North  that  the  great  bulk  of 
the  premises  occupied  by  the  banks  in 
Scotland  have  been  erected  by  money 
out  of  unclaimed  balances  ? 

Mr.  J .  M ACVE  AGH :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  been  called  to  the 
statement  made  on  behalf  of  the  Post 
Office  that  the  Post  Office  has  obtained 
from  unclaimed  balances,  and  from  postal 
orders  not  presented  for  payment,  the 
amount  'w'hich  he  alleged  was  obtained 
by  all  the  banks  in  the  country  ? 

[^0  Answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  really  think  any  inquiry 
of  the  bank  can  be  effective  unless  backed 
by  a  statutory  obligation  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Old-age  Pensions. 
Mr.  FELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  if,  in  the  calcu- 
lation that  247,000  males  and  323,000 
females  would  probably  become  entitled 
to  pensions  mider  the  Old-age  Pensions 
Bill,  any  account  has  been  taken  of  the 
number  of  males  likely  to  be  disqualified 
under  Clause  3,  subsection  (6),  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  No,  Sir.  The 
question  is  not  one  which  admits  of  a 
precise  mathematical  answer. 

Orant  for  the  Unemployed. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchcciuer  whether  it  is  intended 
this  year  to  ask  for  the  sum  of 
£200,000.  or  for  any  other  sum,  in 
connection  with  the  I7nemployed  Work- 
men Act  ;  if  80,  when  he  proposes  to 
submit  an  Estimate  to  the  House  for  this 
sum  ;  and  whether  any  provision  was 
made  in  the  Budget  for  this  additional 
expenditure. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  This  subject 
is  still  under  consideration.    No  provision 


for  a  grant  under  the  Unempbyed  Work- 
men Act  was  included  in  this  jw/% 
Budget,  or  in  the  Budget  of  either  of 
the  two  preceding  yeais. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  pointed  out  t]ut 
the  margin  for  contingencies  would  not 
cover  this  item. 

Xetropolitan  Foliee. 

Mr.  CLELAND  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  introdociBg 
into  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  the 
practice  of  granting  good  conduct  stripei, 
after  the  fashion  in  vogue  in  the  Army. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fobtbi 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Gladstoj^ 
Leeds,  W.) :  This  is  purely  a  disciplinur 
matter,  and  may  be  left  to  the  Com- 
missioner. I  may  add  that  the  Com- 
missioner is  always  ready  to  lecognin 
special  merit  or  special  services  among 
his  men. 

Shipping  Laws  in  the  Channel  Triiih 
Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  far 
the  Home  Department  what  progress  ku 
been  made  in  the  assimilation  of  the  kv 
in  regard  to  merchant  shipping  in  tk 
Channel  Islands  to  that  obtaining  in  tldi 
country,  as  the  outcome  of  the  confeicnee 
held  last  summer  with  the  insular  antb- 
rities,  at  which  a  general  agreement  wsi 
arrived  at  as  to  the  desirability  of  secuiiig 
uniformity  of  legislation. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  result  of  tb 
conference  was  the  preparation  by  tk 
Board  of  Trade  of  a  draft  Bill,  which  vsi 
communicated  to  the  insular  authozitiM 
in  April  last.  The  draft  has  since  booi 
under  the  consideration  of  those  antho- 
rities  with  a  view  to  the  submission  oi 
proposals  for  legislation  to  the  States  oi 
Jersey  and  Guernsey ;  and  I  hope  thst 
before  long  effective  legislation  will  nsnlt 


Welsh  Church  Committioii 
Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlingtrai) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tk 
Home  Department  when  it  ii  fujm^ 
that  the  Welsh  Cihuich  Oommuekm  vil 
issue  their  Report. 
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Mb.  GLADSTONE:  The  taking  of 
•evidence  has  been  finished,  and  the  Re- 
port is  being  drafted,  but  I  am  informed 
that  the  materials  are  voluminous,  and 
the  work  must  necessarily  take  some 
Ttiine.  The  Commission  propose  to  sit  at 
the  end  of  July  for  preliminary  con- 
^deration  of  the  Report. 

*Mr.     REE8     asked     whether     the 

-promise  of  the   introduction  of   a  Dis- 

:  •establishment     Bill     for    Wales     next 

;   eeeaion  was  dependent  on  the  production 

[    and  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 

•Commission  in  the  interval. 


Mb.  GLADSTONE  said  that  was  a 
sfleparate  Question,  of  which  he  thought 
•the  hon.  Member  should  give  him  notice. 


^• 


Dominoef  in  Public  Houses. 
♦Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincok): 
.1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
'Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
.that  it  was  decided  in  the  case  of  R. 
.V.  Ashton  (1852)  that  dominoes  are  a 
legal  game  in  public-houses,  and  that 
most  games  combining  skill  and  chance 
j^xe  by  law  allowed  on  licensed  premises, 
-provided  that  they  are  not  played  for 
money  or  money's  worth  ;  and  whether 
dn  fact  any  regulations  exist  which 
justify  police  intervention  to  prevent 
anyone  from  playing  such  games  under 
ssnch  conditions  in  London. 


Mb.  GLADSTONE  :     Licence  holders 
■    lAie  prohibited  from  suffering  any  gaming 
^  -or  any  unlawful  game  to  be  carried  on 
upon  their  premises.     The  decided  cases, 
.  -including  that  mentioned  by  my  hon. 
friend,  show  that  some  games  are  unlaw- 
ful in  themselves,  and  others  are  pro- 
liibited    upon    licensed    premises    when 
played  for  money,  that  is  to  say,  when 
they    involve     "gaming."      The     case 
quoted  decided  that  the  game  of  dominoes 
is  not  an  unlawful  game,  and  that  it  may 
be  played  on  licensed  premises  if  not 
played    for    money.     The    Metropolitan 
police  do  not  intervene  unless   gaming 
•or  the  playing  of  unlawful  games  takes 
place. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  :  Is  it 
t'aea  the  case  that  there  is  already  liberty 
'<to  play  dominoes  in  public-houses  ^every- 
where, including  London  ? 


Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  Yes,  but  not  for 
money. 

Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  Will  my  right  hon.  friend 
cause  a  copy  of  that  Answer  to  be  sent 
to  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  who 
has  publicly  complained  that  he  is  not 
allowed  to  play  dominoes  in  public- 
houses  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Railway  Conferences. 
Mr.  WARDLE  (Stockport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  the  statement  of  the 
Government  of  19th  February  is  still 
being  adhered  to  with  regard  to  tl^e 
Railway  Conference,  or  whether  th^ 
Conference  is  now  to  be  limited  by  any 
rigid  terms  of  reference  as  to  the  scope 
of  the  inquiry. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) : 
The  position  is  still  as  stated  by  my 
predecessor  on  19th  February. 

Westerhope  School  Site. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  with  reference 
to  the  land  of  about  three-quarters  of  an 
acre,  between  Westerhope  and  North 
Warbottle,  of  which  the  annual  value  for 
rating  purposes  is  about  27s.  a  year,  and 
for  which,  to  use  it  for  school  purposes, 
the  Northumberland  County  Council 
recently  paid  about  £698,  or  about  500 
years'  purchase  on  the  annual  value 
attributable  to  it  for  rating,  whether  the 
purchase  on  these  terms  had  the  approval 
of  the  Local  Government  Board ;  and 
whether  the  Local  Grovernment  Board,  or 
any  other  board  responsible  to  Parlia- 
ment, has  advanced,  or  proposes  to 
advance,  the  purchase  money. 

The    PARLIAMENTARY     SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD  (Mr.  Masterman,  West  Ham, 
IN.):     The  price  of  the  land  was  settled 
'  by  a  local  valuer,  to  whom  the  question 
was  referred  by  agreement  between  the 
parties  without  a  formal  arbitration,  and 
the  cost  of  it  was   included   in   a  loan 
which    the    Local    Government    Board 
N  2 
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sanctioned  in  March,  1907,  for  the  pro- 
vision of  the  school.  The  county  council 
have  borrowed  the  money  by  the  issue  of 
debentures,  and  it  will  not  be  advanced 
by  any  Public  Department. 

MilkBiU. 
Mb.  E.  a.  STRAUSS  (Berkshire, 
Abingdon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  if  he  can 
inform  the  House  whether  his  Milk  Bill  is 
yet  framed,  and  when  he  will  introduce 
it. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  The  Bill  is  being 
prepared,  but  I  cannot  at  present  fix  a 
date  for  its  introduction. 

Dangers  of  the  Telephone. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-Greneral  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  Report  by  Dr. 
Francis  J.  Allan,  medical  officer  of 
Westminster,  with  reference  to  the 
presence  of  disease  germs  in  telephone 
mouthpieces ;  and  whether  any  steps 
are  taken  to  disinfect  telephones  at  public 
call  offices  under  the  control  of  the  Post 
Office. 

The  postmaster -general  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  My  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  statement  by  Dr.  Allan,  which  was 
not  commmiicated  to  the  Post  Office,  but 
was  published  in  The  Lancet.  No  trace 
of  disease  germs  appears  to  have  been 
found  on  five  out  of  the  six  call  office 
telephones  tested  by  Dr.  Allan,  and  the 
circumstances  with  regard  to  the  sixth 
instrument,  which  is  understood  to  be 
one  in  use  at  a  railway  station,  appear  to 
be  quite  exceptional.  A  special  inquiry, 
as  regards  the  possible, spread  of  infection 
by  call  office  telephones,  was  made  three 
years  ago  by  the  city  medical  officer  of 
health,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
call  office  telephones  were  tested,  with  the 
result  that  they  were  found  to  be  free 
from  disease  germs.  Steps  are  taken  for 
regularly  cleansing  the  telephones  in 
public  call  offices,  and  suggestions  for  an 
improved  method  of  disinfection  are 
under  consideration.  The  whole  matter 
is  under  careful  observation. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  asked  whether  the 
right   hon.   Gentleman   was   aware   that 


certain  eminent  medical  authorities 
of  opinion  that,  in  the  absence  of  dim- 
fection,  tuberculosis  and  diphtheria  mi^ 
be  transmitted  by  the  mouthpieces. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  They  Mr 
disinfected;  and  we  are  considBriif 
whether  we  cannot  have  a  hetter  method 
of  disinfecting.  I  shall  be  very  g^  t» 
receive  any  communication  from  snr 
medical  officer  who  has  views  on  lb- 
subject. 

Honse  of  Commons  Polioe. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (OitiMf 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Fint 
Commissioner  of  Works  if  he  can  Mt 
how  many  hours  police  officers  have  t» 
stand  about  the  precincts  of  the  Hoom; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fit^ 
involved,  he  could  provide  a  ootm 
number  of  seats  for  these  officers. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  Habcoubt,  Lancsihin; 
Rossendale) :  The  hours  of  the  p<fi» 
m  the  House  of  Commons  are  under  tk 
control  of  the  authorities  of  the  Hm» 
and  the  Home  Secretary.  They  mr 
according  to  the  necessities  of  boflMa 
and  the  length  of  the  sitting,  but  m 
much  shorter  than  they  used  to  be  brfai 
the  operation  of  the  new  rules  goTemif 
procedure.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  tf 
any  time  I  could  see  my  way  to  alkfirir 
the  fatigue  which  is  necessarily  inTohvi 
by  the  duties  they  so  admirably  pecfon 

London  University. 
Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolvezhiiir- 
ton,  W.) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Hembr 
for  Leicester,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pnofat 
of  the  Board  of  Education  if  he  is  bw 
in  a  position  to  state  how  long  he  moftm 
to  allow  the  present  relations  betwa 
the  London  University  and  the  Iiqiaid 
School  of  Science  and  Technology  to  enlt 
without  the  appointment  of  a  Bojil 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  fimMt; 
and  whether  he  can  inform  the  Hoii»2 
the  Board  of  Education  has  any  polkf 
to  announce  regarding  the  future  gpmet 
ment  of  the  latter  institution. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  TU'BOABDor 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  RuNODfAii,  Den- 
bury)  :  No,  Sir ;  the  Impeiial  OdBiy 
has  not  yet  had  a  c*  mpbte  a 
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year  on  its  new  foundation ;  the  new 
governing  body,  who  have  only  been  a 
few  months  in  office,  have  been  very 
•strenuously  occupied  by  the  various 
labours  incident  to  the  new  developments, 
and  the  new  post  of  rector  of  the  college 
TkBS  only  recently  been  filled.  For  these 
reasons  the  relations  of  the  college  to  the 
Xxmdon  University,  which  have  been 
Tuaiformly  harmonious,  have  not  yet  been 
sanfficiently  investigated  or  tested  to  admit 
•^i  my  coming  to  any  decision  at  present 
as  to  the  desirability  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
ision.  I  understand,  however,  that  there 
is  some  likelihood  that,  as  was  suggested 
last  year  to  my  predecessor,  the  London 
"University  may  decide  to  apply  for  a 
JRoyal  Commission  to  be  appointed ;  and 
T  think  it  would,  therefore,  be  inexpedient 
"that  I  should  at  the  present  stage  attempt 
any  statement  in  regard  to  the  concluding 
fMuragraph  of  my  hon.  friend's  Question. 

Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  asked  whether 
"the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endorsed 
"the  statement  made  by  his  prede- 
'^essor  in  office  to  the  effect  that  no 
:atep8  should  be  taken  by  the  Govern- 
mient  to  set  up  such  a  Royal  Commission 
tinlesB  the  chief  parties  concerned,  the 
TJniyersity  and  the  college,  should  move 
lihe  Grovemment  to  do  so. 


Mr.  RUNCIMAN  said  he  would  like  to 

liave  an  opportimity  of  seeing  what  his 

■jpredecessor  said,  but  he  had  no  doubt 

■  Hiat   that   would  be   the   most   correct 

fK>8ition  to  take  up. 

St.  Anne's  Secondary  School, 
Southampton. 
•  Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
msk  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether  he  is  aware  that  out  of  132 
pupils  in  the  St.  Anne's  secondary  day 
iK^hool  at  Southampton,  95  are  ehgible 
ior  grants,  and  that  54  out  of  the  95  are 
Catholics ;  that  the  total  number  of 
-Catholics  in  the  school  is  69 ;  and  whether 
in  view  of  the  minimum  number  of 
•students  required  by  Article  31  of  the 
new  Regulations,  can  he  state  what  is 
the  number  of  Catholic  students  required 
in  order  that  the  Board  may  recognise 
it  as  a  secondary  day  school  and  accord 
it  the  higher  grants. 


Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  figures  quoted, 
do  not  entirely  coincide  with  those  in  the^ 
possession  of  the  Board,  but  1  am  to- 
receive  a  deputation  from  the  local* 
education  authority  to-morrow,  who  will, 
no  doubt,  be  able  to  give  me  the  latest; 
statistics  available.  The  eligibility  of  a 
school  for  the  receipt  of  the  higher  grant 
depends  upon  many  considerations,  which 
are  set  forth  in  the  Regulations.  T 
certainly  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that 
any  ppecific  number  of  Catholic  scholars 
would  entitle  any  school  to  the  higher 
grant  or  to  a  waiver  of  the  Regulations. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  this  particular  Catholic, 
school  welcomed  Protestant  children,  and 
is  that  fact  to  be  allowed  to  act  as  a 
bar  to  its  receiving  the  higher  grant? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  ITiat  is  not  the 
reason  why  the  higher  grant  is  not  given. 
There  are  numerous  reasons. 

Mr.  BOLAND  :  Cannot  the  right  hon- 
Grentleman  apply  the  same  arrangement 
as  to  the  case  of  the  training  colleges  ? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  two  things  are 
entirely  separate.  I  am  going  into  the 
whole  thing  to-morrow,  and  may  be 
able  to  give  the  hon.  Member  further  in- 
formation later  in  the  week. 

Education  Code  of  Beg^ations. 

MR.G.GOOCH(Bath):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  can  state  when  the  Code  of 
Regulations  now  laid  upon  the  Table 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  I  understand  that 
copies  will  be  delivered  by  the  printers 
to-morrow. 

Small  Holdings- 
Mr.  BENNETT  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 
stock) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  the  Board  intends  to  issue  to  the 
county  councils  a  circular  pointing  out 
the  urgent  necessity  that  schemes  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Board  by  the  end  of 
July  at  latest.  ' 
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The  TREASUEER  of  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somerset- 
shire, S.) :  The  CommissionerB  are  in 
constant  communication  with  the  comity 
comicils,  and  will  do  all  that  they  can  to 
expedite  the  preparation  of  schemes. 
We  do  not  think  that  the  issue  of  a 
circular  and  the  prescription  of  a  date 
as  proposed  would  really  assist  the  object 
which  my  hon.  friend  has  in  view. 

Mr.  BENNETT  :  Is  not  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  of  opinion  that  seven  months 
is  a  long  enough  period  to  formulate  a 
scheme  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  I  have 
already  stated  it  is  impossible  to  fix  a  date. 
The  hon.  Member  may  be  perfectly  certain 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  anxious 
to  expedite  schemes. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) : 
What  is  a  scheme  ?  Does  it  necessarily 
apply  to  all  the  applications  received 
by  a  county  council,  or  might  a  county 
council  issue  separate  schemes  for  separate 
parts  of  their  area  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  was  under- 
stood to  reply  that  the  practice  was  to 
bring  up  a  scheme  for  a  particular  area 
where  it  was  desired  to  apply  the  Act. 

Mr.  BENNETT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  how  many  schemes  have 
by  this  time  been  received  from  county 
councils  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture ; 
and  whether,  in  these  schemes,  any 
definite  proposals  have  been  made  for 
giving  notice  next  Michaelmas  to  any 
landowners  or  tenants  for  any  land. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  Fifteen 
schemes  have  been  received  by  the 
Board,  of  which  one  has  been  confirmed, 
nine  provisionally  approved,  and  five  are 
now  under  consideration.  The  land  com- 
prised in  these  schemes  has  all  been  ob- 
tained by  the  councils  by  voluntary  agree- 
ment, and  so  far  as  the  Board  are  aware  , 
no  notice  has  as  yet  been  given  with  a 
view  to  its  acquisition  by  compulsion. 

Mr.  LANE-FOX  (Yorkshire,  Barkston 
Ash  )  :  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining  land  under  the  scheme  ? 


!     Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  I  cannot 

I  answer  that  Question  without  notice. 

I 
I 

Credit  Banks  for  Small  HAldingi. 

Mr.  BENNETT  :    I   beg  to  ask  the 

I  hon.   Member  for   South    Someiset,  u 

'  representing  the  President  of  the  Boud 

'  of  Agriculture,  whether  it  is  the  intentioit 

of  the  Board  of  Agrictdtiire  to  urge  upon 

oounty  councils  the  importance  of  estab- 

<  lishing  credit  banks  for  the  benefit  of 

honest  and  deserving  applicants  whm 

'  capital  may  be  regarded  by  the  locil 

'  authority  as  inadequate. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
Board  recognise  the  importance  of  tlus^ 
subject,  but  county  councils  have  no 
power  to  establish  credit  banks.  Woik 
of  the  kind  can  be  more  effectively  done 
by  such  a  body  as  the  Agricultural  Or* 
ganisation  Society,  to  whom  the  Bosid 
hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  grant  out  of 
'  the  Small  Holdings  Account  for  this  and 
other  purposes. 

Houses  on  Small  Holdings 

'     Mr.  BENNETT :    I   beg  to  ask  tte 

I  hon.   Member  for   South    Somerset,  ar 

,  representing  the  President  of  the  Booid 

of  Agriculture,  whether,  in  any  of  the 

.  schemes  forwarded  from  county  connak^ 

>  any  mention  whatever  is  made  of  tho 

erection  of  houses  or  buildings  on  snuU 

holdings.  y    . 

Sir   EDWARD    STRACHEY  :iT6^ 

in  several  of  them.  I  may  mention,  for 
example,  that  the  Gloucestershire  Couuty 
Council  propose  to  spend  £1,000  on  th^ 
adaptation  of  land,  including  the  ezectiaL 
of  a  new  cottage  and  alterations  to 
existing  buildings,  and  that  the  Badnff 
Comity  Council  propose  to  spend  £280' 
for  a  similar  purpose. 

Appeals  against  Reflitali  of  Small 
Holdings. 

Mr.  BENNETT :  I  beg  to^ask  tk= 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as- 
representing  the  President  of  the  Boaid 
of  Agriculture,  whether  any  applics&t 
who  is  refused  land  by  a  county  council 
has  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Boazd  of 
Agriculture. 

Sir    EDWARD    STRACHEY:      No 

specific  right  of  appeal  is  given  by  the 
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Act,  but  the  Board  will  take  into  con- 
sideration any  representations  which 
they  may  receive. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :    Has  any  applicant 
who  is  refused  land  by  a  county  council 
the   right   of   appeal   to   the   Board   of 
•  Agriculture  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  No 
specific  right  of  appeal  is  given  by  the 
Act,  but  the  Board  will  take  into  con- 
sideration any  representations  which 
they  may  receive. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  Is  it  not  the  duty 
of  the  Small  Holdings  Commission  to 
see  the  applicant  gets  the  land  ? 

Sib  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  It  is 
their  duty  to  see  that  all  applications  are 
considered.  I 

Batumi  of  Applioatioiuk 
Mr.  MORRELL :     I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.    Member   for   South   Somerset,   as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  under  the 
present  procedure  of  the  Commissioners  ■ 
their  information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  ' 
demand  for  small  holdings  is  necessarily  * 
incorrect ;    and  whether  he  will  instruct 
the  Commissioners  to  require  all  county 
councils  to  send  a  return  every  month 
of  the  applications  which  they  receive, 
so  that  there  may  be  a  complete  register 
of  the  demand  made  for  land  under  this 
Act. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
Board  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
information  received  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  demand  for  small  holdings  is  incorrect. 
The  suggestion  of  my  hon.  friend  will  be 
kept  in  view. 

Mr.  MORRELL :     But  is  it  not  im- 
possible for  the  Commission  to  ascertain  ! 
the    demand    unless    they    get   regular 
returns  from  the  county  councils  ?  ' 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The  I 
Commission  are  in  constant  communica-  | 
tion  with  the  local  authorities.  I 

Equipment  of  Small  Holdings. 
Mr.  MORRELL:     I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.    irfember    for    South    Somerset,  as 


representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  at  present  county  councils 
are  under  no  obligation  to  provide 
proper  equipment  for  a  small  holding 
or  to  erect  a  house  upon  it,  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  advisability  of 
so  amending  the  law  that  the  Board 
may  require  the  councib  to  do  this 
wherever  it  is  shown  to  be  necessary ; 
and  whether,  in  the  meantime,  the 
Board  will  issue  a  Circular  urging  all 
councils  to  exercise  in  suitable  cases 
the  powers  which  they  now  have. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
Board  have  no  evidence  to  show  that 
county  councils  are  likely  to  be  un- 
willing to  provide  proper  equipment 
for  small  holdings  where  the  circum- 
stances require  it,  and  the  Board  do 
not  think  that  any  useful  purpose  would 
be  served  by  the  issue  of  a  Circular 
Letter  on  the  subject.  It  is  much  too 
early  to  contemplate  the  amendment 
of  the  Act,  but  we  shall  see  that  it  has 
a  fair  trial. 

Small  Holdings  Act— Exercise  of 

Powers  under  Clause  16 
Mr.  MORRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Small  Holdings 
Commissioners  have  as  yet  taken  any 
steps  to  exercise  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  of  providing  small  holdings 
in  any  locality,  imder  Clause  16  of  the 
Act ;  whether  their  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  successful  experiments  of 
this  kind  recently  carried  out  by  the 
Government  in  Hungary  with  practically 
no  cost  to  the  State  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  councils 
of  several  counties  show  considerable 
reluctance  to  administer  the  Act,  they 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  estab- 
lishing experimental  holdings  in  various 
parts  of  this  country,  as  the  Act  allows. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
action  taken  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  as  a  Commissioner  of  Woods, 
as  to  which  full  information  will  be 
given  in  his  forthcoming  Annual  Report 
for  1907-8,  has  sufficiently  demonstrated 
the  feasibility  of  the  establishment  of 
small  holdings,  and  the  Board  do  not 
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think  it  is  necessary  for  them,  at  any  rate 
at  present,  to  take  any  action  under 
the  enactment  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
refers.  They  do  not  agree  that  several 
comities  show  considerable  reluctance 
to  administer  the  Act.  The  Board 
are  aware  that  the  provision  of  small 


size  and  quality.  The  Ejitdien  Com- 
mittee purchase  best  and  selected  fniit 
for  which  they  pay  8d.  per  pound.  Prom 
to-day  the  change  of  Is.  per  portion  ii 
reduced  to  8d. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :     I    Im 

holdings  is  engaging  the  attention  of '  with  entire  satiBfaction  the  ledncdon 
the  Agricultural  Department  in  Hungary,  |  which  is  to  be  made  in  the  price,  but  will 
but  they  have  as  yet  received  no  definite  |  the  hon.  Gentleman  see  that  in  futon 
information  as  to  any  successful  ex- !  the  stafi  act  in  a  different  way  from  ^rimt 
periments  recently  carried  out  in  that '  they  did  last  week,  when  I  heard  oom- 
country.  Inquiries  on  the  subject  will  I  plaints  from  four  hon.  Membera  tbit 
be  made.  they  were  charged  more  than  2d.  far 

I  each  strawberry  ? 
Small  Holdings— Provisions  against  Delay  | 

in  the  Preparation  of  Schemes.  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:     They 

W  Mb.  MORRELL  :     I  beg  to  ask  the    are  almost  as  dear  as  peerages. 
hon.    Member   for   South   Somerset,    as 

representing  the  President  of  the  Board  I  Sir  JAMES  JACOBY  :  The  Com- 
of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Board,  in  the  I  mittee  are  unable  to  form  any  opinioB 
case  of  any  county  as  to  which  the  |  in  regard  to  charges  unless  Membea 
Commiesioners  report  that  a  demand  back  their  bills  with  their  complainti, 
exists  but  that  the  council  of  that  county  which  then  receive  immediate  attentkn. 
has  not  yet  fixed  a  date  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  scheme  dealing  with  the  appli- 
cations then  received,  will  consider  the  i 

advisability    of    at    once    requiring    the  I  a  member  of  the  Kitchen  Committee. 
council,  under  Clause  3  of  the*  Act,  to  I 
prepare   a   scheme,   so   that  the   actual  j 
acquisition  of  the  land  may  not  be  in-  , 
definitely  delayed.  i  many  people  have  a  constitationBl  ob- 

jection to  backing  bills  ? 
•  Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :    In  the  1 

case  of  any  unreasonable  delay  on  the  I      Sir    JAMES    JACOBY  :      We    Iistb 
part  of  a  county  council  in  the  prepara-  '  followed  the  constitutional  procedue  ol 
tion  of  a  scheme,  action  will  be  taken  j  our  predecessors  in  this  matter. 
on  the  lines  suggefted.  I 

I  Education  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Strawberries  on  the  Terrace.  j      *Mr.  LAMONT  :  I  b^    to  ask  thi 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) :  j  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether,  nnte 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid.  i  Clause  9,  subsection  (1),  as  amended, 
Derbyshire,  as  Chairman  of  the  Kitchen  I  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  a  sdiool 
Committee,  what  was  the  market  price  |  board  in  a  Gaelic-speaking  district  would 
per  pound  of  strawberries  in  London  ;  be  obliged  to  comply  with  a  petition  ol 
last  week ;  what  was  the  price  per  ]  thirty  ratepayers  and  make  proYisfaiii 
pound  paid  by  the  Kitchen  Committee  ;  i  of  continuation  classes  for  instractka 
and  what  is  the  price  per  pound  charged  j  in  the  Gaelic  language, 
bv  the   Kitchen   Committee   for  straw-  I 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :     I  failed 
to  get  them  to  back  their  bills.    One  WM 


Mr.   WILLIAM  REDMOND:     WD 
the  hon.  Gentleman  bear  in  mind  tlitt 


berries  when  served  on  the  Terrace. 

The  chairman  of  the  KITCHEN 
COMMITTEE  (Sir  James  Jacoby, 
Derbyshire,  Mid.)  :  The  charge  for  a 
portion  of  strawberries  served  on  the 
Terrace,  large  enough  for  two,  including 
cream  and  sugar  is  Is.,  or  6d.  per  head. 
The   market   price   varies   according   to 


The  SECRETARY  fob  SCX)TLANP 

(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  No  ;  in 
terms  of  the  clause  as  amended  the  final 
decision  in  this  matter  would  rest  witk 
the  school  board. 

Bay  of  Firth  Oyster  Vidneriaa 
""Mr.  KEIR  HARDIB  :  Ibegtoaskfhe 

Secretary  for  Scotland,  as r^pieaentinjjtiia 
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Scottish  Fishery  Board,  whether  the  oyster 
^fisheries  at  the  Bay  of  Firth  have  been 
%lie  subject  of  any  Order  by  the  Fishery 
Board. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
.Scotland,  as  representing  the  Scottish 
'Fishery  Board,  what  action,  if  any,  has 
t>een  taken  by  the  Board  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  oyster  beds  in  the  Bay 
pi  Firth,  Orkney. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  may  inform  the 
lion.  Member  that  an  Order  has  been  made 
'for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
iui  oyster  fishery  at  the  Bay  of  Firth 
with  a  view  to  an  improvement  of  the 
1>eds,  and  that  the  Order  awaits  confir- 
mation by  Parliament. 

•  ♦Mr.  KEIRHARDIE  :  Has  any  action 
been  previously  taken  to  preserve  these 
fisheries  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  Yes,  there  have 
1)een  earlier  efforts,  but  this  is  the  first 
^ime  they  have  arrived  at  a  definite  stage. 

'  Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  with 
reference  to  the  rights  of  oyster 
fishery  over  the  area  of  about  4,500 
acres  of  territorial  water  at  the  Bay 
of  Firth,  in  the  County  of  Orkney, 
which  it  is  proposed  by  the  Oyster  and 
Mussel  Fishery  (Bay  of  Firth)  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  to  constitute  as  a 
several  oyster  fishery  for  a  private 
fishery  syndicate  for  a  period  of  sixty 
years,  whether  the  public  has  hitherto 
liad  the  right  of  oyster  fishery  over  that 
area;  what,  if  any,  rent  the  syndicate 
18  to  pay;  what,  if  any,  obligations  the 
«3rhdicate  is  under  as  to  laying  down 
spawn  or  otherwise  incurring  expenditure 
in  the  improvement  of  the  fishery  ;  what, 
if  any,  guarantees  the  syndicate  gives 
that  at  the  end  of  the  sixty  years  the 
fishery  will  be  left  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion ;  and  what,  if  any,  are  the  precedents 
for  handing  over  a  public  right  of  oyster 
fishery  in  Scottish  territorial  waters  to  a 
private  syndicate  under  similar  conditions. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  (1)  The  right  of 
taking  oj^ters  and  mussels  is  inter 
regalia,  and  forms  part  of  the  patri- 
manium  pnncijns,  or  hereditary  revenues 
of  the  Crown.  In  other  words,  the  right 
is  personal  to  the  Sovereign,   and  the 


fishings  are  not  held  by  him  merely  for 
the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  lieges 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  public 
rights  of  the  people.  In  practice,  it  is 
true  that  fishermen  took  oysters  from  the 
Bay  of  Firth  for  many  years  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  beds  were  almost  entirely 
depleted,  and  for  the  last  few  years  only 
two  or  three  fishermen  have  occasionally 
fished  for  oysters  in  the  bay.  It  is  with 
the  view  of  resuscitating  the  beds  and 
preventing  their  extinction,  and  so  giving 
employment  to  a  considerable  number  of 
local  fishermen,  that  a  syndicate  was 
formed.  (2)  The  rent  is  progressive, 
from  £5  to  £12.  (3)  and  (4)  It  is  obvi- 
ously in  the  interests  of  the  syndicate  to 
make  every  effort  to  lay  down  spawn, 
and  otherwise  improve  the  fishery,  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  a  return  for  their 
capital  outlay.  Further,  Section  45  of 
the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868,  provides  for 
the  determination  of  the  Order  if  the 
beds  are  not  properly  cultivated,  and  the 
promoters  could  not  leave  the  beds  in  a 
less  satisfactory  state  than  they  foimd 
them.  (5)  There  are  a  number  of 
instances  of  the  grant  of  oyster  fisheries 
imder  an  Order.  So  far  as  Scotland  is 
concerned,  eight  have  been  granted  since 
the  passing  of  the  1868  Act  in  the  Firth 
of  Forth  and  in  various  West  Coast  lochs. 

Conviction  of  a  Clyde  Pilot. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick)  :  I  have  been 
asked  to  defer  this  following  Question, 
and  I  am  sorry  it  should  be  so,  as  I  should 
have  liked  the  Answer  before  the  Congress 
of  Pilots  meets  to-morrow :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  a  trial  at  Glasgow 
on  15th  May  last  before  the  Sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Lanark,  in  which  a  Clyde 
pilot  was  charged  under  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Acts  and  convicted  of  negli- 
gently navigating  a  ship  he  was  piloting 
so  as  to  cause  an  alleged  risk  of  collision 
\^ith  H.M.S.  "  Harrier  "  and  danger  to 
the  lives  of  those  on  board  the  vessels  ; 
whether  he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  exceptional  circumstances  (in  parti- 
cular that,  although  this  '^matter  in- 
volved the  exercise  of  the  best  practical 
seamanship  in  its  decision,  it  was  decided 
by  the  sheriff,  who  did  not  possess  any 
nautical  knowledge  whatever  and  was 
without  assistance  from  anyone  who 
had  such  knowledge,  and  that  before 
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the  trial  the  pilot  had  been  examined 
as  to  the  occurrence  by  the  Clyde  Pilotage 
Board,  by  whom  he  was  licensed,  aod 
had  been  exonerated  from  all  blame  in 
the  matter) ;  and  whether  he  will,  in 
view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  of  the  fact  that  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Act  does  not  extend  to  Scotland,  take 
steps  to  secure  a  reconsideration  of  the 
case,  with  the  assis-ance  of  nautical 
assessors. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  My  hon.  friend  may 
rest  assured  that  so  far  as  the  position  of 
the  man  is  concerned  it  will  not  be  pre- 
judiced by  the  delay,  which  is  entirely 
due  to  the  desire  to  get  fuller  information. 

Poor  Bates  in  the  Lewis. 
Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  rise 
in  the  poor  rates  levied  in  the  parishes  of 
Barvas,  Uig,  and  Lochs,  in  the  Lewis, 
from  28.  lid.,  2s.  3d.,  and  4s.  2d.,  re- 
spectively, per  £  of  rental  in  1885  (in- 
clusive of  the  public  health  rate)  to 
13s.  8d.,  7s.,  and  12s.  3d.,  in  1907  (ex- 
clusive of  the  public  health  rate) ;  whether 
he  is  aTvare  that  these  rates  compare  with 
an  average  for  Scotland  of  ll|d.  per  £ 
in  the  latter  year,  that  the  total  local 
rates  in  these  parishes  amount  to  17s.  9d., 
16s.  3d.,  and  15s.  lid.  per  £  and  that  80 
per  cent,  of  these  rates  is  chargeable  to 
one  individual ;  and,  seeing  that,  owing 
to  £19,000  of  arrears  of  his  judicial  rent 
and  the  payment  thereon  of  the  full 
local  rates,  he  finds  himself  unable  to 
pay  the  present  years  demand  note, 
with  the  result  that  a  complete  break- 
down in  locel  government  there  has 
occurred,  \\'ill  he  state  what  steps  he  is 
taking  in  these  circumstances  to  provide 
for  its  maintenance. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  So  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member's  figures  as  to 
the  amounts  of  the  rates  in  the  parishes 
named  are  correct,  and  I  accept  his 
statement  as  to  arrears  of  rent.  In 
order  to  meet  the  immediate  necessities 
of  poor  relief  I  have  authorised  certain 
payments  in  advance  of  grants-in-aid, 
not  under  ordinary  circumstances  pay- 
able till  later  in  the  year.  Further 
action  is  under  consideration. 


Clonakilty  Bvietad  Tauunti. 
Mr.  E.  BAERY  (Cork  Comity,  8.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Seczetaiy  to  tbi 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  ia- 
quiries  have  recently  been  institiitei 
into  the  claims  for  reinstatement  made 
by  the  representative  of  the  late  Patzick 
Donovan,  evicted  tenant,  of  CastleventiTr 
Clonakilty ;  whether  this  farm  has  beea 
vacant  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and,  if  to, 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  r- 
instating  the  representative  of  Patrick 
Donovan  in  this  holding. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  1KB- 
^  LAND  (Mr.  Bibbell,  Bristol,  NO  :  Tlie 
I  Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
I  they  have  referred  this  case  to  duir 
I  inspector  for  inquiry  and  report  aa  to 
I  whether  it  is  possible  to  make  proviaoQ 
,  for  the  evicted  tenant  or  his  repreaenfti- 
^  tive.  The  inspector's  report  will  be  eoo- 
I  sidered  as  soon  as  it  is  reeeived. 

Olenfiesk  Evioted  Tenant 
Mr.  J.  MUKPHY  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg  to 

I  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lM- 
tenant  of  Lreland  what  steps  the  Estate! 
Commissioners  propose  to  take  to  aaairt 
Jeremiah  Healy,  who  has  now  bea 
reinstated  in  his  farm  at  Foiladonn, 
Glenflesk,  County  Kerry  ;  and  will  h 
impress  on  the  Commissioners  the  neces- 
sity of  dealing  with  this  and  similar  cana 
effectively  and  at  once,  instead  of 
allowing  a  considerable  period  of  timo 

I  to  elapse  and  large  sums  of  money  t» 
be  spent  on  repeated  inspections  whick 

'  seem  to  lead  to  no  residt. 

Mk.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Gomms 

'  sioners  inform  me  that  they  have  recemd 

'  no  application  whatever  in  this  case,   ff 

any  application  should  be  made  to  thea 

they  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  deal  with  i( 

'■  upon  its  merits. 

Extra  Foliee  at  Hewry. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Newry)  :    I  beg  to  aik 

the   Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord-IJeib 

tenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  why  a 

large    contingent    of   extra    police  waa 

drafted  into  Newry  on  Sunday,  2lBt  JniUr 

on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  of  the  Ancient 

'  Order  of  Hibernians  from  some  of  the* 

'  neighbouring  towns  ;     can  he  state  on 

whose  initiative  these  extra  police  were 

'  employed ;    was  any  local  magistiBte  or 
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magistrates  consulted  as  to  the  necessity 
ior  such  action ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  urban  council,  representative  of 
every  shade  of  opinion,  are  strongly  of 
opinion  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  this  extra  force ;  can  he  state  what 
was  the  cost  of  these  police  ;  and  upon 
whom  it  is  intended  to  throw  such  cost. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  On  the  occasion  in 
question  several  thousand  members  of 
ue  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  wearing 
tegalia  and  accompanied  by  eleven  bands, 
paraded  through  the  town  of  Newry.  An 
extra  force  of  seventy-five  police  was 
assembled  at  the  instance  of  the  police 
authorities,  who  are  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace.  No  local  magistrate 
was  consulted,  it  is  not  customary  for 
the  police  authorities  to  consult  local 
magistrates  as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken 
for  preserving  the  peace  on  the  occasion 
of  party  demonstrations.  I  understand 
that  some  members  of  the  urban  council 
liave  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  extra 
force  was  unnecessary.  Out  of  the 
seventy-five  men  referred  to  thirty  were 
brought  from  other  counties,  and  the  sum 
of  £5  14s.  lOd.,  being  a  moiety  of  the  cost 
of  these  men,  is  chargeable  on  the  county 
at  large.  The  remaining  forty-five  men 
belonged  to  the  established  county  force, 
and  in  respect  of  these  no  charge  is 
leviable. 

Mr.  MOONEY  :  Is  not  a  charge  to  be 
made  on  the  urban  area  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  charge  will  be 
made  on  the  county  at  large. 

Irish  Education  Orant. 
Mr.  J.  MURPHY:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  teachers  of 
schools  with  an  average  under  thitty- 
five  are  excluded  from  any  participation 
in  the  additional  grant  for  primary 
education  in  Ireland ;  whether  this 
exclusion  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Treasury  against  the  protest  of  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education, 
the  executive  of  the  National  Teachers' 
Organisation, the  associations  of  managers, 
and  the  Irish  Government ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  position  of  many  of 
these  schools  in  remote  districts,  where 


it  is  impossible  to  effect  either  an  in- 
creased average  or  amalgamation,  he 
will  reconsider  the  allocation  with  the 
view  of  assisting  a  number  of  the  poorest 
teachers  in  Ireland,  who  teach  among 
sections  of  the  people  who  would  be 
otherwise  unprovided  for. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  have  noth- 
ing to  add  to  the  answer  given  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on 
Friday  last  to  a  similar  Question  by  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  public  education 
in  Ireland  amounting  to  £114,000 ;  and 
whether  any  provision  was  made  in  the 
Budget  for  this  additional  expenditure^ 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  No  express 
provision  was  made  for  this  service  in  the 
Budget,  which,  however,  included  a. 
margin  for  contingencies  of  £241,000 

Ghreystonef  Harbour. 

Mr.  MULDOON  (Wicklow,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ire -^ 
land  have  inspected  and  reported  upon 
the  condition  of  Greystones  Harbour ; 
whether  the  piers  are  in  a  most  dangerous- 
condition  ;  and  what  steps  it  is  proposed 
to  take  to  remedy  the  defects. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to^ 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse,  Bristol 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to 
the  replies  given  to  Questions  on  this 
subject  on  11th  March,  1907,  and  5th 
December,  1906,  to  which  I  have  nothing 
to  add. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Will  the 
hon.  Grentleman  be  kind  enough  to  direct 
attention  to  this  harbour  ?  Seeing  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  resorts 
in  Ireland,  cannot  he  stretch  a  point  and 
put  the  harbour — which  is  now  ant 
absolute  ruin — in  proper  repair. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  made  no  Answer. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  think 
I  might  have  a  reply.  It  generally  savea- 
a  lot  of  time  to  answer  my  Questions- 
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Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter  always  to  answer  on  the  spUr  of 
the  moment.  I  was  looking  through 
previous  Answers.  A  Committee  which 
inquired  into  this  matter  wished  its 
engineer  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbour,  with  a  view 
to  getting  a  free  grant  from  the  Govern- 
ment. But  I  am  afraid  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  give  one,  there  are  so  many 
who  desire  free  grants. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  You  will  not 
give  us  a  loan,  much  less  a  free  grant. 

Army  Estimates. 
Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) :  I 
"beg  to  ask  the  Prime  ffinister  if  he  can 
state  when  the  Clothing  Vote  of  the  Army 
Estimates  will  be  taken ;  and  whether 
4n  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  the 
'discussion  of  the  same. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
XORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  As- 
QUiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  As  thehon.  Member 
is  aware,  four  days  have  already  been 
•devoted  to  the  Army  Estimates,  and  in 
view  of  this  fact  and  of  the  time  de- 
manded and  required  for  this  discussion 
of  other  Votes,  I  cannot  hold  out  any 
prospect  of  another  day  being  given  up 
to  Army  Estimates  unless  there  is  a 
general  demand  from  the  House. 

Duration  of  Speeches. 
Mr.  CLELAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  introduc- 
ing a  new  Standing  Order  providing  a 
time  limit  for  speeches  in  Standing 
'Committees. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  shall  be  glad  to 
consider  any  representations  based  on 
experience  which  my  hon.  friend  or 
•  others  niay  make  to  me  on  this  subject. 

Sunday  Trading. 
Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  during  this 
session  of  Parliament  a  Bill  relating  to 
Sunday  trading. 

Mr.  ASQIHTH:  No,  Sir.  It  has  been 
iinnounced   in   another  place   that  the 


Government  cannot  deal  with  this  snb- 
ject  either  by  introducing  a  Bill  then- 
selves,  or  by  giving  facilities  to  a  Pnvito 
Member's  Bill  during  the  present  i 


Scottish  Estimates. 
Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfiisn): 
I  beg  to  ask  the   Prime  Minister  if  i 
second  day  can  be   given  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  Scottish  Estimates. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  (Elgin  Bmgbs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whetliei, 
in  view  of  Thursday's  sitting  being 
almost  exclusively  taken  up  witk  t 
discussion  of  one  subject  under  tk 
Scottish  Estimates,  an  opportunity  wiD 
be  given  for  the  discussion  of  the  Sootlsk 
Finery  Board  Vote. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Having  zegaid  to 
the    fact   that    on    Thursday   list  tk 

,  whole  sitting  was  devoted  to  the  ooo- 
sideration  of  only  one  subject  on  th 

I  Scottish  Estimates,  I  am  prepared  ti 
consider  whether  half  a  day  can  k 
given  between  now  and  the  end  of  Jslr 
for  the  discussion  of  Scottish  EstinutM. 

I 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

'     Sir  JAMES  JACOBY  :     May  I  nk 

I  when   the    Coal    Mines    (Eight   Hodd) 

;  Bill  will  again  be  taken  ? 

I  Mr.  ASQUITH  said  it  was  propoiei 
<  to  resume  the  Second  Reading  dmte 
'  on  this  Bill  on  Monday  next,  and  to 
'  conclude  it  on  the  same  night  at  d|^ 
[  o'clock. 

Birthday  Honours. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  iikel 
if  it  could  be  arranged,  as  a  matta  oi 
general  convenience,  and  so  that  tliar 
colleagues  might  know  how  to  addna 
them  with  becoming  respect,  that  rosefctei 
might  be  worn  for  at  least  one  111011& 
)  from  this  date  by  the  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  who  had  joined  the  titbd 
classes. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


SELECTION  (STANDDfG 
C01OIITTEE8). 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gubdov  » 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  I 
That  they  had  dischaq^ed  the 
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Member  from  Standing  Conmiittee  A. 
(in  respect  of  the  University  of  Durham 
Bill) :  Mr.  Vemey ;  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  said 
Bill) :    Mr.  Bumyeat. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL. 

EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  technical  Educa- 
tion, Employment,  and  Maintenance 
jof  the  Blind,"  presented  by  Mr.  Stead- 
man  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Summerbell, 
Kr.  Croolffl,  Mr.  Clynes,  Mr.  Fenwick, 
and  Mr.  John  Ward;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  17th  July, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  286.] 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emhott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause.  3 : 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-Geobge, 
Carnarvon  Boroughs)  moved  to  leave 
out  in  subsection  (1)  (a)  the  words 
"  such  parochial  or  other,"  with  a  view  to 
the  insertion  afterwards  of  different  words 
to  make  the  disqualification  apply  to 
receipt  of  "  any  poor  relief  at  the  expense 
of  the  rates  other  than  relief  "  to  be  ex- 
cepted by  subsequent  amendments.  He 
said  that  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  what 
the  words  "  or  other  relief  "  might  imply. 
Several  hon.  Members  were  under 
the  misapprehension  that  those  words 
might  apply  to  charity  or  alms,  but  the 
clause  was  simply  intended  to  disqualify 
those  who  were  in  receipt  of  poor  relief, 
and  in  order  to  make  it  quite  clear  he 
moved  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent,  Ash- 
ford)  asked  whether  ^  poor  "  was  not  rather 
a  new  term.  It  had  generally  been  "  Poor 
Law "  relief.  Was  it  quite  certain  that 
the  term  "  poor  relief "  would  exclude 
all  the  various  complications  which  had 
arisen  under  the  Registration  Act,  which 


made  it  doubtful  as  to  what  was  covered, 
by  "  poor  relief  "  1 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words- 
'such  parochial  or  other '  and  to  insert  the  word 
•  poor.  "—{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.)' 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  the 
words  as  they  stood  certainly  would  not 
suffice,  but  he  had  on  the  Paper  other 
Amendments  which  would  cover  the 
cases  raised  by  the  hon.  Member.  The^ 
words  as  they  stood  certainly  would  not 
deal  effectively  and  conclusively  with  the 
difficulties  which  have  arisen  under  the 
Registration  Law,  and  that  was  why  he 
proposed  to  move  a  series  of  amendments 
later  on. 

Lord  R.  CECHi  (Marylebone,  E.)> 
asked  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
"poor  relief"  instead  of  "parochial 
relief."  "Poor  relief"  was  surely 
not  a  common  way  of  referring  to- 
it ;  it  shmild  be  "  parochial  relief." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  had 
to  take  the  experts*  advice  on  tech- 
nical terms  of  that  kind,  and  he  was 
advised  that  those  words  would  really 
cover  all  the  cases.  There  was  some 
doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  word 
"relief"  in  the  Bill,  but  "poor  relief" 
would  certainly  confine  it  to  the  cases 
they  intended  to  exclude. 

Mr.  W.  R.  REA  (Scarborough)  asked 
if  they  were  quite  sure  that  all  descrip- 
tions of  medical  relief  were  excluded. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  asked  the  hon. 
Member  to  postpone  that  point  until 
they  came  to  bis  next  Amendment,, 
which  specifically  raised  that  point. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
asked  why  the  words  "or  other" 
were  ever  put  in  the  Bill.  He  pre- 
sumed they  were  put  in  for  some  reason. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  law  of  this 
country,  but  they  were  told  that  these- 
words  were  necessary  in  order  to  cover 
some  law  in  Scotland    and    elsewhere.. 
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That  was  really  why  they  were  put  in, 
l)ut  his  Amendment  would  cover  both  the 
Scottish  case  and  the  Welsh  case. 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  poor '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire, 
Oswestry)  moved  as  an  Amendment  to 
the  Amendment,  to  insert  the  word 
"  indoor"  before  "  poor,"  because  they  had 
never  yot  had  any  explanation  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  what  was  the  difference  in  principle 
between  outdoor  relief  paid  out  of  the 
rates  and  5s.  a  week  paid  out  of  the  taxes 
in  respect  of  old-age  pensions.  It 
appeared  to  'him  that  they  were 
exactly  alike.  They  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  stigma  of  pauperismj  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  if  there  was  any  stigma 
of  pauperism  in  receiving  3s.  6d.  a  week 
out  of  the  rates  there  must  be  just  as 
much,  or  rather  more,  in  receiving  5s. 
a  week  out  of  the  taxes.  The  only  pos- 
sible argument  that  he  could  see  on  the 
other  side  was  that  people  might  feel 
that  in  taking  money  out  of  the  rates 
they  were  taking  money  from  their  own 
neighbours.  Was  there  no  hardship  in 
the  case  of  an  unmarried  man,  or  a 
widow,  or  a  man  who  had  been  in  bad 
health  and  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
keeping  himself  from  having  recourse  to  | 
the  i-ates,  when  he  at  the  age  of  69  went 
and  received  Poor  Law  relief,  and  then 
this  Bill  came  in  he  found  he  was  not 
entitled  to  an  old-age  pension  ?  Was 
there  much  difference  between  that  man, 
in  principle,  and  a  man  who  might 
very  likely  have  been  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  much  better  income  and 
employment,  and  who  managed,  although 
he  might  not  be  nearly  so  thrifty  or 
respectable,  to  hold  on  until  seventy  years 
old  ?  What  was  the  difference  between 
those  two  cases  ?  He  knew  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  them  that  that  part 
of  his  proposal  was  merely  experimental, 
and  that  in  a  very  short  time  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  alter  it.  If  there  was  any 
particular  reason  why  that  part  of  the 
Bill  should  be  introduced  and  changed 
in  a  short  time,  he  would  like  to  know 
what  it  wasj  and  why  it  was  more  im- 

Mr,  Lhyd'George. 


portantthat  that  should  be  ezperimcnftd 
than  any  other  part  of  the  BilL  A  good 
many  of  these  people,  if  it  was  going  to  be  I 
changed  in  two  or  three  years,  would  k 
dead  before  they  could  get  a  chance  at 
an  old-age  pension,  and  it  seemed  to  Ub 
that  that  was  where  the  greatest  hud- 
ship  came  in.  He  supposed  the  next 
consideration  on  the  other  side  would  le 
the  cost.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman  bid 
told  them  that  the  number  of  outdoor 
paupers  over  seventy  yiears  old  vu 
200,000,  and  he  did  not  know  wfaeOs 
he  was  in  a  position  to  say  what  wu  tbe 
exact  amount,  or  the  average,  that  tliose 
200,000  were  getting    in  outdoor  idieL 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :    Three  shillingi 

Mb.  BRIDGEMAN  said  that  would 
make  it  2s.  more,  and  it  would  be 
£800,000  a  year  total  expense.  Con- 
sidering the  way  in  which  tbe 
Grovernment  had  embarked  on.  titt 
measure,  surely  a  mere  -  trifle  ol 
£800,000  more  could  not  make  mvb 
difference.  Further,  the  right  hon, 
Member  for  South  Dublin  had  pointod 
out  that  this  would  be  a  ^liTniwigliim 
cost,  because  in  the  future  anyone  iriie 
had  not  yet  received  poor  reUef  wonU 
receive  an  old-age  pension.  It  vu  • 
very  strong  argument  in  favour  of  Ui 
Amendment  that  in  a  few  yean  tUi 
expense  would  merge  entirely  in  Ai 
cost  of  the  old-age  pensions.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 

Amendment — 

'*  Before  the  word  *  poor/  to  insert  the  md 
*  indoor.  V'— (Iff.  Bridgeman,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  worl 
*  indoor'  be  there  inserted  in  »!•■ 
proposed  Amendment." 

Mr.  LLOYD-QEOROB  said  he  m 
not  sure  that  even  if  the  fin«.y^Aml  amngO' 
ments  permitted  it  the  Government  coidd 
accept  this  Amendment,  beoause  it 
would  simply  involve  the  transbr  o{ 
203,000  indoor  paupers  to  the  penaion 
list.  He  did  not  think  tiiat  that  im 
the  way  to  deal  with  this  part  of  the 
Poor  Law  problem,  whibh  should  be 
postponed  until  the  pension  iwhieme  im 
out  of  the  way.    The  hon,  Gentlemaahad 
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^4Mdd  that  his  Amendment  wotdd  cost 

4^-«ttly  a  trifle  of  £800,000 ;  but  it  was  a 

C/veiy  serious  tiling  to  propose  to  add 

^.4800,000  to  the  already  heavy  burden 

'i^4iE  financing  a  scheme  of  this  kind.    It 

not  possible  at  the  present  moment. 

thought    that,    roughly    speaking, 

Inhere  were  between  200,000  and  210,000 

fSndoor  paupers,  and  that  the  proportion 

J;*iliat  would  come  within  the  scope  of 

K^-ihe   disqualification   would   be    203,000 

9|lMeiYing   an   average   of   3s.    a    week. 

But  even  if  the  relief  were  only  2s.  the 

I 'total    cost     would    amount    to     over 

^  :£1,000,000.    Such  a  serious  addition  to 

.*ihe    burden   of   the   people   could   not 

^  yoflsibly  be  considered  during  the  present 


on. 


Mr.    WALTER   LONG    (DubUn,    S.) 

.said  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

-no   doubt   as   the   Bill   progressed   was 

1>eginning  to  find  that  the   burden  to 

T>e  imposed  on  the  taxpayer  was  much 

'lieavier  than  was  frequently  said  would 

be   the  case   when   the   Prime   Minister 

:first    introduced    the    Bill.     When    the 

'  Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  to  deal 

^th    details     his     only    argument    in 

-reply  to  criticisms  was    that   no    more 

money  could  be  produced.     That  might 

be   a    very     sound    argument    so    far 

rms    the    Members    of    this    House    were 

•concerned;      they      contemplated     the 

^easure  of  going  down  a  few  weeks  hence 

:and  telling  their  constituents  that  they 

bad  conferred  an  enormous  benefit  on 

some  people ;     but    the  Bill  would  be 

-examined  and  criticised  by  other  people 

'than  those  who  sat  in  that   Chamber, 

:And   by  people   who   probably   knew   a 

.good  deal  more  of  the  way  in  which 

it   would  work  out  than  the   Members 

•of   that    House.     The  argument  of   his 

hon.  friend  who  moved  the  Amendment 

was  that  the  people  wao  were  excluded 

from  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  by  the  receipt 

•of  indoor  relief  were  in  every  particular, 

in  regard  to  conduct,  way  of  life,  and 

necessity,  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 

those  who  were  going  to  benefit  by  the 

Bill.     The  Government  said  they  could 

not  go  further,  and  the  same  answer  was 

made   to   every   Amendment   proposed. 

He  would  not  be  a  party  to  wrecking 

the  Bill  or  superimposing  a  burden  which 

would     lead     to      its     abandonment  ; 

.but  in   common    justice  to   the  House 


of  Commons  and  to  the  people  who 
really  would  be  affected  by  the  Bill, 
he  must  say  that  the  Gk>vemment  ought 
to  have  thought  it  out  before  they 
brought  it  before  Parliament.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  told 
them  that  there  were  200,000  paupers  in 
receipt  of  outdoor  relief  to  the  average 
amount  of  3s.  a  week,  and  that 
he  was  waiting  for  a  reform  of  the 
Poor  Law  to  deal  with  these  persons. 
Even  the  newest  recruit  in  the  House 
knew  what  was  meant  when  the 
Government  told  them  to  wait  for 
another  session  to  complete  their  legisla- 
tion. Governments  were  only  human, 
and  they  knew  that  when  the  great 
part  of  one  session  was  given  up  to  one 
subject,  it  was  rare  that  the  same  subject 
was  dealt  with  in  the  following  session. 
He  did  not  think  that  that  was 
a  good  excuse.  Knowing  as  he  did 
how  complicated  and  difficult  the  Poor 
Law  problem  was,  and  that  they 
were  not  sure  that  the  Report  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commission  would  be  in 
their  hands  in  time,  he  thought  that  all 
these  references  to  a  reform  of  the  Poor 
Law  were — he  would  not  say  dishonest, 
for  he  would  not  use  any  phrase  in  an 
offensive  sense — but  he  did  not  believe 
for  a  moment  that  the  House  would  be 
able  to  approach  the  reform  of  the  Poor 
Law  next  session.  If  that  were  the  case, 
what  would  happen  when  this  Bill  passed 
into  law  and  the  pensions  committee 
were  called  upon  to  grant  pensions  under 
it,  if  they  -granted  double  the  amount 
of  pension  they  were  entitled  by  the 
Bill  to  give  ?  What  power  was  there  of 
recovering  the  difference  ?  Were  they 
going  to  make  the  committee  personally 
liable,  or  to  prosecute  them  and  make 
them  refund  the  amount  overpaid  ?  If 
so,  then  the  Government  ought  to  say 
it  in  the  Bill.  And  if  they  did  they  would 
get  very  few  men  to  go  on  the  pensions 
committee.  It  was  unpleasant  enough  at 
present  for  boards  of  guardians  to  dis- 
criminate between  outdoor  and  indoor 
relief,  and  even  now  they  got  very  little 
support  from  Members  of  the  House. 
The  difficulties  of  the  boards  of  guardians 
were  very  great  now,  but  the  difficulties 
of  the  pensions  committee  would  be  ten 
times  greater.  Nobody  could  be  so 
foolish  as  to  suppose  that  the  comph- 
cated  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  going 
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to  become  familiar  to  the  villagers  in 
the  country  districts  before  next  year. 
But  there  would  be  scores  and  hundreds 
of  persons  over  seventy  years  of  age  who 
would  be  applicants  for  pensions,  but 
who  would  come  under  the  Poor  Law 
disquaUfication.  Not  only  the  pen- 
sions committee  but  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  made  speeches  would  have  to 
deal  with  these  applicants  and  justify 
their  exclusion  from  the  pension  list. 
It  would  not  be  enough  to  say  to  these 
poor  people  that  the  money  would  not 
go  round.  Some  reason  would  have  to 
]>e  given  to  justify  the  discrimination 
between  two  sets  of  people  whose  circum- 
stances were  exactly  the  same.  He  did 
not  wonder  that  his  hon.  friend  pressed 
his  Amendment.  He  hoped  he  would 
press  it,  for  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
the  Government  in  trj'ing  to  make  this 
discrimination  were  attempting  the 
impossible.  It  would  involve  an  inj ustice 
in  no  way  mitigated  by  the  fact  that  it 
would  cease  at  the  end  of  an  indefinite 
time — when  Parliament  otherwise  de- 
termined. It  should  be  remembered 
what  the  condition  of  those  was  who 
applied  for  outdoor  relief.  They  must 
have  suffered  acutely  before  applying, 
and  the  board  of  guardians  would  not 
have  granted  relief  unless  they  were 
destitute.  Those,  however,  were  the 
people  who  would  be  excluded  from 
receiving  a  pension  by  the  Bill  as  it 
stood,  and  all  the  excuse  that  the  Govern- 
ment gave  was  that  they  had  no  money. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS  (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall)  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  Amendment  for  the 
reasons  stated  by  the  mover  and  seconder. 
Outdoor  relief  was  very  largely  given  to 
deserving  persons  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  boards  of  guardians  of  the  day 
Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
remember  that  theAberdare  Commission 
recommended  that — 

'*  (jrHMitor  (liHcriniination  flhould  bo  made 
h<'tw«oii  thoHo  n'KjKHitAhle  aged  })ersons  who 
biTonie  (l(;Htitiit<>  iind  thoHO  whoue  destitution 
is  diHtinctly  in  conHtx] nonce  of  their  own  mis- 
conduct, and  t)iat  ouUloor  relief  should  in  such 
cascH  he  jjiven  to  those  who  ean  be  shoAiTi  to 
liiive  been  of  good  character,  thrifty  according 
to  their  opportunities  and  generally  inde- 
]N'ndent  in  early  life.'* 

Then     the     Local     Government     Board 
issued  on  4th  August,  1900,  a  circular  to  1 
Mr.  Walter  Long. 


the  boards  of  gnardians  dnwiDgattentia 
to  the  Report  of  the  Abetdue  Gam 
mission,  in  whicli  tliey  stated— 

"  The  Board  coiind«r  thmt  aged  dflnni| 
persons  should  not  be  urged  to  eator  tin  md 
house  at  all  unless  there  is  some  enm  tiU 
renders  such  a  conzse  necesssiy,  waA  m » 
firmity  of  mind  or  body,  or  absence  of  kii  j 
accommodation  or  of  a  suitable  penon  toml 
for  them,  or  some  similar  cause,  but  thitilr  ( 
should  be  relieved  by  having  adeqiuto  oriAt  f 
relief  granted  to  them." 

In  many  parts  of   the   conntiy  k^ 
of  guardians  had    made  a  syitt^  ^ , 
classification  and  distinguished  h^ 
the   deserving   and  andesernng  jq^l. 
giving  outdoor    relief  to  the  desm 
poor       judged      according     to   tkr 
character    and    their  antecedod;  ^  J 
excluding     from     outdoor   nSi  hi 
worthless  and  imdeserving.    ThezMkl 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stood  would  be  to  < 
the  deserving  poor  from  the  i^  111 
receive  pensions  and    to  give  paw 
to  the  undeserving.     What  jnsdee  ml 
there    m  that  ?      In  his  own  dMj 
they  had  made  a  veiy  elabonteqria 
of    classification    both   of  indoor  M 
outdoor  paupers,  and  the  chiinaifj 
the  board  of  guardians  made  im  »'| 
marks — 

"  In  Sheffield  they  had  paid  gmtn 
to  greater  classification  ami  hid  girtt  o 
relief  only  to  people  with  good  nnxdi.  Ufl 
the  Bill  the  people  who  had  ben  m 
from  relief  would  now  all  get  old-age  pa^l 
whilst   the   people   who,   through  tkifffM 
conduct,  had  received  outdoor  iM  OTh| 
the  worse  off." 

That  was  to  say,  the  people  ^^ 
undeserving  got  no  outdoor  lelieL 
the  Bill,  therefore,  the  deserving ; 
who    received    this    relief 
receive  pensions,  which  would  be  gn*' 
those  who  had  been    ezclndei  4 
would    be    rewarded   if   they  Si  ^j 
come  within  the  Chancellor  of  AiT 
chequer's    class    of    wastrels.  A  | 
many  would,  no  doubt,  comewitkili 
classification,  but  a  good  mxaj^foib 
although  they  would  come  witkB^ 
class  of  unthrifty  which  the  M  Ai 
exclude.   It  might  be  said  that  it  mil 
difficult  to  discriminate,  but  ftoB.  ■ . 
Report   of   the    ChapUn   Gom]D]ftliip| 
would  be  seen  that  e^enee  wu  l>|<i^l 
forward  by  the  Charity  ComiiiiM*^] 
and  others  to  show  theie  wooUkMlj 
such    difficulty.  .  Althou^    he  Ai^l 
support  this  Amendment  he  wodili^i 
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it  more  strongly  had  his 
nd    suggested    some    kind    of 

which  should  discriminate 
the  people  who  had  been 
ioor  relief  under  these  circum- 


GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
id  the  right  hon.  the  Mem- 
uth  Dublin  never  rose  to  speak 
Bill  without  referring  to  the 
the  Liberal  Party  expected  to 
the  country  at  the  hands  of  the 
lo  expected  to  benefit  by  the 
the  same  time  he  argued  that 
sions  of  the  Bill  were  most 
•.  Under  those  circumstances 
•gument  might  be  left  to  answer 
r.  Those  who  would  receive 
ts  of  the  Bill  were  exceedingly 
at  the  prospect  of  the  pension 
3y  knew  would  come  to  them 
inuary.  When  the  Committee 
ed  that  those  persons  aggre- 
>,000,  no  one  need  be  surprised 
ratitude  they  showed.  He, 
felt  very  strongly  that  some 
>uld  have  been  made  to  meet 
of  the  outdoor  paupers.  In 
iltural  districts  they  covered  a 
ber  of  the  most  deserving  poor, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
s  much  to  blame  for  the  posi- 
hich  they  found  themselves  in 
;r.  Hon.  Members  had  been 
;o  secure  benefits  to  others  who 
;r  off  than  the  labourers  whom 
sion  would  benefit  to  a  great 
t  was  quite  true  that  many  of 
needy  and  most  deserving  of 
were  those  who  were  on  outdoor 
:he  present  moment.  A  few 
[ore  the  introduction  of  the 
ad  brought  to  his  notice  the 
woman  of  eighty-four  years  of 
as  still  working  on  the  land,  who 
refused  outdoor  relief  because 
rred  to  earn  her  own  living, 
owing  to  illness  a  short  time 
obliged  to  apply  for  outdoor 
le  was  now  in  receipt  of  3s. 
f  which  she  paid  is.  6d.  in 
this  brave  old  woman 
ve  no  benefit  under  the  Bill, 
ions  were  in  that  position,  and 
1.  Member  would  have  been 
ey  could  have  made  provision 
Many  hon.  Members  regretted 
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that  the  Committee  had  preferred^to  deal 
with  the  question  of  old  couples  than  to 
get  what  assistance  they  ootdd  from  the 
Grovemment  for  these  persons.  He  was 
himself  in  a  great  difficulty  with  regard 
to  the  Amendment,  because  he  felt 
that  the  Grovemment  had  done  their 
best  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon 

i  them.  Having  distributed  the  surplus 
which  he  had,  he  was  afraid  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  be  unable  to  meet 
this  case  this  year.     He  hoped,  however, 

;  in  meeting  the  Amendment,  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  be  able  to  give  some 
definite  promise  to  deal  with  these  out- 

'  door  pauper  cases  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity.    The  feeling  on  the  Ministerial 

\  side  of  the  House  was  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  to  a  great  extent,  com- 
mitted itself  in  accepting  the  offer  of  his 
right  hon.  friend,  but  at  the  same  time 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  a  definite  promise  to  help 
these  people  next  year.     The  Committee, 

'  he  feared,  in  their  desire  to  get  some- 
thing more  for  those  who  had  10s.,  12s., 
or   13s.  a   week,  had  consumed  all  the 

I  finances  without  touching  a  class  which 
had      nothing      whatever       and      was 

I  dependent  on  outdoor  relief  and  contri- 
butions from  their  families  who  too 
often  robbed  their  own  young  children 
to  maintain  their  aged  parents.  He 
had  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  have  put 

'  an  end  to  the  unmerciful  provisions  of 
the  Poor  Law,  but  now  he  was  afraid 
they  would  have  to  wait  a  little  longer 

'  for   that. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 

(Worcestershire,  E.)  said  that  the 
spectacle  of  the  hon.  Member  attempting 
to  reconcile  the  passive  pledge  which  he 
gave  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  other  day  not  to  press  any  further 
demands  upon  him 

♦Sir  GEORGE  WHITE  :  I  never  gave 
any  such  pledge. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
they  still  had  in  their  minds  the  impres- 
sion of  what  took  place  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  excluding 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side, 
turned  to  his  supporters  behind  him 
and  said  that  if  they  would  promise  to 
be  good  boys  in  future  and  not  ask  lot 
any  further  concessions  from  him,  they 
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should  have  their  slice  of  cake.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Member 
protested  against  such  a  bargain.  Per- 
haps he  would  let  the  House  know 
whether  he  only  protested  against  it  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  Oh."] 

Sir  GEORGE  WHITE:  Whatever  I 
did,  I  have  given  no  pledge  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  hon  Member,  at  all  events,  was  one 
of  those  who  gave  a  tacit  approval  to 
the  bargain  proposed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  his  attempt  to 
reconcile  his  loyal  adherence  to  that 
bargain  with  his  interest  as  representing 
a  large  constituency  was  instructive,  if  it 
was  not  edifying.  He  should  think  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
be  too  ready  to  follow  the  path  the  hon. 
Member  invited  him  to  follow.  Let  the 
Committee  be  careful  how  they  gave 
pledges  to  do  more  before  they  knew 
their  resources  and  saw  the  field  that 
was  opening  up.  He  hoped  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Government  would  not  meet  with  a 
rigid  refusal  all  the  Amendments  to  be 
moved;  but  they  should  not  attempt 
to  tide  over  present  difficulties  by 
making  vague  promises  as  to  what 
they  would  do  in  the  future  out  of 
resources  they  had  not  got.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  now  given  away  all 
his  surplus,  and  what  they  were  now 
dealing  with  was  a  deficit.  The  point 
they  had  arrived  at  was  that  if  the 
Budget  estimates  were  right  and  its  pro- 
posals were  voted  as  they  were  made,  the 
year  would  end  with  a  deficit  instead  of 
a  surplus — that  was  to  say,  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  introduced  had  already 
imposed  a  hea\der  charge  on  the  Ex- 
chequer than  the  small  balance  accounted 
for  in  the  Budget  Speech.  He  was  quite 
willing  when  the  Finance  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee  to  revise  the  Budget 
proposals  if  the  changes  made  in  the  Bill 
necessitated  it,  and  he  ventured  to  press  | 
on  the  Government  the  extreme  hardship 
they  would  inflict  by  the  particular  words 
they  were  now  considering.  Most  legis- 1 
lation  of  a  penal  or  restrictive  character  | 
had  its  action  confined  to  the  future,  but 
this  Bill  had  the  peculiarity  that  its 
penal  clauses  were  retroactive.      It  did 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 


not  say  that  if  a  man  after  the  pasnng 
of  the  Bill  could  not  keep  himself  fm 
the    poorhouse    he    phould   not  have  i 
pension,  but  that  if  this  year  he  accepted 
poor    relief    he    should   be    disqualified 
from    receiving    a    pension.      The  M 
went    back    to     1st    January    of  thii 
year,    before    the    question    came    op 
before    the  lines  on    which   it  was  to 
be    formed    were    known,     before  the 
conditions     which     it     embodied  wen 
published,   probably    before    they  woe 
definitely  decided  in  the  minds  of  Hie 
Majesty's  Government,  and  if  a  man  hal 
been  unfortunate  and  received  Poor  Law 
relief,  outdoor   or   indoor,    between  lit 
January  and  the    moment    when   lk 
Bill   was   introduced    he    would  be  dis- 
qualified  for    ever    from    receiving  e 
pension.     That  was    a  very  hardthiog. 
What  had  been  said  by  his  right  hoD. 
friend,   by  the  mover   of    the   Amend- 
ment, and  by  others,  showed  how  haid 
was  the  case  if  they  attempted  to  diaw 
a  rigid  line  against  the  receipt  of  outdoor 
relief  under  such  conditions  as  those  on 
which  it  was  given  by  boards  of  gaaidianL 
It   very  hard  that  they    should  apjdr 
this  condition  retrospectively,  but  who 
it  was  applied  to  people   who  had  no 
alternative  he    though^  it    was    harfe 
still.    If  the  Government  were  not  pz^ 
pared  to  accept  the  whole  of  the  pn^KMib 
of  his  hon.  friend,  at  least  he  would  nijge 
that  in  the  case  of  those  who  had  beet 
selected  for  outdoor  relief — and  oatdoor 
relief  was  almost  entirely   reserved  far 
those  whom  the  guardians    conskkred 
most    deserving — if    they     could    huf 
clear    of    that    relief    by    aid    of  tie 
pension,  their    past  misfortunes  shoiU 
be    wiped    out,  and    they    should  be 
given    a    free    start   on     the    penakm. 
For    his   part,    compromising    for  the 
moment,   he   would    accept   that.     He 
had  no  right  to  speak  for  others ;  he 
spoke  for  himself  in  this  matter.     That 
was  the  special  point  he  wished  to  ptm 
upon  the  Government ;  it  was  one  wWA 
concerned    a    great    number    of    wf 
deserving    people.      He    thought  than 
would   be  a  great   sense    of   hazdahip, 
unless  the  Committee  met  their  caae  in 
some  way.    When  the  Bill  was  in  finee, 
charities  available  for  distribution  among 
the  poor  would  very  likely  be  largdr 
used  to  aid  old  people  who  were  near  Aa 
age  of  seventy  to  cany  them  on  to  ikat 
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i  -1^,  and  private  relief  would  be  forth- 
i^  ^CQininff  from  the  same  purpose.  Before 
Hie  Bill  was  brought  in,  there  was  no 
>  ^inoentive  or  reason  to  carry  them  on  to  a 
:  .particular  age.  It  made  a  special  case 
f  "far  this  kind  of  relief  prior  to  the  time 
ts' '  irhen  the  Bill  would  come  into  operation, 
;  .*4Uid  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 

I  ^^scept  from  tiiis  depriving  clause  those 

I I  wlio hadno  alternative,  bethought itwould 
I  -do  something  to  meet  a  real  hardship. 
f  He  pressed  the  point  all  the  more  because 
^'%ihe  ground  on  which  the  Government 
F'  "baaed  their  whole  scheme  was  that  people 
I* were  to  be  entitled  to  the  pension  as  of 
^ 'light.  That  being  so,  they  had  no 
^  ^ground  for  coupling  the  exercise  of  that 
p^'Sight  with  arbitrary  and  illogical  condi- 
f  "tioDS.  If  it  were  a  charitable  gift,  they 
k  might  impose  what  conditions  they  liked  ; 
i  'but  when  they  were  recognising  the 
f  pension  as  a  right,  they  should  nob  make 
t  *it  dependent  on  arbitrary  and  illogical 
f   conditions. 


Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  am  really 
lather  surprised  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle  - 
man,  with  his  experience  at  the  Treasury, 

fahould  have  put  forward  a  suggestion  of 
this  kind.    It  is  really  a  wilder  proposal 

'than  that  made  by  the  hon.  Member, 

.and    practically    of    the    same    nature. 

.His  suggestion  was  that  the  Treasury 
ahould  find  the  difference  between  the 
amount  which  is  now  paid  by  the  guar- 

•dians  and  the  5s.   allocated  by  the  Bill. 

.  That    is    the    minimum.     What    is    the 

.  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  ? 

.He  comes  forward  here  and  says  :  "  Will 
you  consent  to  the  inclusion  of  those 
who,  before  the  Act,  were  in  receipt  of 
Poor  Law  relief,  and  therefore  had  no 
jdtemative?"  That  means  200,000 
people. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) : 
.  £2,700,000. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  thank  the 
hon.  Baronet  for  being  my  ready  reckoner 
for  the  moment.  That  sum  of  £2,700,000 
is  to  be  added  at  a  stroke  to  the 
cost  of  the  Bill.  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  if  he  were  in 
my  place  now — and  he  cannot  divest 
himself,  if  I  may  respectfully  say  so, 
•of  his  experience  at  the  Exchequer — 
would  have  recommended  to  his  friends 


in  the  House  the  proposal  that  with  a 
single  stroke  of  the  pen,  without  any 
consideration  at  all,  they  should  add 
£2,700,000  to  a  Bill  which  already 
ranges  from  £6,000,000  next  year  up  to 
£7,500,000.  That  is  really  accounted  for, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
has  informed  us,  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
not  consulted  his  colleagues.  I  can  well 
believe  it.  I  do  not  think  he  has  con- 
sulted himself,  if  I  may  say  so.  I  am 
not  going  to  take  part  in  this  kind  of  by- 
play between  parties,  by  having  a  kind 
of  auction  as  to  who  shall  bid 
the  highest.  If  the  Committee  wi][ 
allow  me,  I  will  discuss  this  abso- 
lutely on  its  merits.  What  is  the  pro- 
posal  ?  I  had  the  privilege  of  sitting  on 
two  Committees  which  dealt  with  this 
probleiA.  They  were  Committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  Unionist  Grovem- 
ment.  They  both  agreed  that  you 
should  exclude  paupers,  and  exclude  not 
merely  those  who  were  in  receipt  for 
the  time  being,  but  all  those  who  received 
any  Poor  Law  relief  for  twenty  years 
before  the  application.  What  is  the 
difference  ?  Taking  the  Chaplin  Com- 
mittee, and  taking  the  other  Committee 
on  the  Aged  Pensioners  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Worcester,  the  difference 
is  this,  as  I  put  it  to  the  House  in  reply 
to  my  right  hon.  friend  last  week : 
Under  those  proposals  they  excluded 
420,000  persons ;  under  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  we  simply  exclude 
270,000— a  difference  of  150,000  persons 
whom  we  are  including  in  our  Bill,  and 
who  would  have  been  excluded  by  every 
proposal  which  has  ever  been  submitted 
to  the  House  up  to  the  present.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  really  fair  to  say 
that  we  are  submitting  harsh,  cruel, 
and  impossible  proposals  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  We  rather  regret  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  them  considerably  wider, 
but  we  have  gone  as  far  as  we  prudently 
can  for  the  moment,  and  we  have  gone 
better  by  140,000  or  150,000  than  any 
proposal  submitted  to  the  House  before. 
Really,  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  should  bear  that  in  mind,  and 
even  the  exigencies  of  Parliamentary 
controversy  might  have  justified  them 
in  giving  us  that  credit  when  they  were 
criticising  proposals  of  this  kind,  which 
are  milder,  I  will  not  say  than  they  pro- 
posed, because  I  was  a  party  to  them 
O  2 
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on  both  Committees,  but  milder  than  the  I  they  can  be  most  easily  spared,  wiiick  k 
proposals    of    both    those   Committees.  ,  another  important  qualification.    Isaidte 
Therefore,  it  is  not  a  question  of  our  i  the  House  on  Wednesday,  for  I  wu  p» 
going  one  better  than  they  were  going,    fectly  frank,  that   I   knew  exactij  h 
but  we  are  going  better  than  any  pro-    limit  to  which  we  could  go,  and  ftr 
posal  subscribed  to  by  any  Member  on  '  House  preferred  to  take  it  on  mtini 
both  "sides  of  the  House.     I  agree  that  i  couples.    You  cannot  have  your  db^ 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North-  j  and  eat  it.     The  House  consumed  it « 
ampton  had  a   Bill  which  proposed  a  ;  Wednesday,  and  there  is  nothing  UL 
scheme  of  a  more  sweeping  character.     |  That  is  really  the  position.    We  M^ 

have  not  a  sum  of  money  with  wUckir 

Sir    FRANCIS    CHANNING  (North-  '  meet  an  exigency  of  this  kind,  and 
amptonshire,  E.) :  There  was  no  disquali-    it  in  the  only  possible  way  in  vUil 
fication  whatever.      _  i  think  it  ought  to  be  met.    In  the  Ml 

li^  r  moderate  scheme  of  the  hon. 

Mr.    LLOYD-GEORGE  :       But   that    opposite,  I  do  not  mean  it  was 
was    a    scheme    of    a    totally    different   in  his  Amendment,  but  moderate  is  tk 
character.     I  am  referring  to  schemes  of  '  speech  with  which  he  supported  it;  b 
a  more  moderate,  and,  if  my  hon.  friend  i  suggested  that  the  difference  migb  b 
will  allow  me  to  say  so,  of  a  more  practical  i  made  up  by  the  Exchequer.    Thatni 
character,    having    regard    to    all    the    mean  a  million.    But  it  is  far  better  I 
financial  exigencies  of  the  country,  which    deal    with    the    whole     qnestioB,  A 
have  been  submitted  by  both  sides.    1 1  that    is    the    view    which   the  Kai 
agree  entirely  with  what  the  hon.   Mem-    took  on    Wednesday  night.    Tliqr  J»^ 
ber  for  Sheffield  has  said.     There  is  not    " 
a  single  hard  case  that  he  put  which  I 
do   not   accept   and   deplore.     I   think 
it  is  a  very  great  pity  that  we  cannot 
deal  with  all  those  cases.     But,  after  all, 
this  is  not  a  Bill  dealing  with  every  hard 
case  in  the  country.     It  is  simply  a  Bill 
to  deal  with  them  as  far  as  our  financial 
resources  for  the  moment  will  enable  us 
to  proceed.     Then  I  hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  extend  it  gradually.     If  I  may 
say  so  about  the  hou.  Member's  speech,  I 
think  it  was  a  very  strong  argument  in 
favour  of  my  industry  test.       You  want 
to  exclude  the  wastrel,  and  you  say  that 
the  man  who  is  receiving  3s.  a  week  from 
the   parish  will  be   excluded,   while   he 
will  see  the  wastrel  and  loafer  at  the  age 

of   seventy   years   getting   5s.    a   week,  i  the  poor  person  himself  and  his  -^      . 
Therefore,  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  the    to  get  on  to  the  Ezcehquei  fund,  »i 
industry  test,  which  I  supported  on  the    gradually  the  number  of  outdoor  pW!*' 
Chaplin   Committee,   and   I   agree   with 
the  hon.   Member  to  that  extent.     My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North- West 
Norfolk    made    an    appeal    to    me.     He 
want«  to  know  whether,  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  I  have  a  nest  egg.     I 
have  no  nest  eggs  at  all.     I  have  got  to 
rob    somebody's    hen    roost   neirt   year. 
I  am  on  the  look-out  which  will  be  the 

easiest  to  get  and  where  I  shall  be  least  ■  Gentleman  opposite  who  was  in  chaigB  if 
punished,  and  where  I  shall  get  the  \  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill  pot  ii  * 
most  eggs,  and,  not  only  that,  but  where  ,  provision  of  that  kind  which  inada  i 

Mr.  Lloyd-George, 


fer  to  deal  with  the  whole  Bolt, 
Then  my  hon.  friend  asks :  DoestiuiMI 
indefinitely  postponing  dealing  wiAfli. 
question  ?  My  first  answer  to  Wi 
that  the  very  construction  of  thecht 
makes  it  imperative  upon  the  Bnl*» 

,  to  deal  with  the  problem  at  the  ei«* 
possible  moment.  ["  Why  T']  Bee* 
the  guardians  necessarily  will  in  Ub 
do  their  very  best  to  keep  nwnfll" 

,  poor  rate  in  order  to  transfer  tta# 
the  pension  fund.  It  is  ihdr  1# 
They  are  not  merely  the  guardiaaifl'jl* 
poor,  they  are  the  guardians  of  IhajJ 
and,  therefore,  t£ey  would  nattBf, 
wish  to  transfer  every  destitnte . 
to  the  care  of  the  Ezdiequer.  JJ^nf 
that,  but  there  would  be  a  conspincT^; 


must  necessarily  diminish  by  the  i**l 
matic  operation  of  this  disqualififtiitl 
That  is  why  I  have  always  put  thufif^l 
a  little  higher  than  £6,000,000.    Tliarl 
fore  it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  Ei£he<{*  I 
to  deal  with  the  problem.     But  I  do  Mt  I 
at  all  mind  making  it  perfectly  cl0UCi| 
i  the  face  of  the  Bill  itself  that  we  hiw' 
got  to  deal  with  it.    The  zigkt  kfr 
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(t  imperative  on  the  Imperial  Parlia-  | 

to  deal  with  the  problem  on  a 

in  day.  , 

u  WALTER  LONa:     They  never  | 
done,  and  it  is  six  years  ago.  ; 

u    LLOYD-GEORGE:        Well,    I 
'.    But  there  is  this  distinction  be-  I 
1  that  case  and  the  present  one,  I 
it  certainly  is  to  the  interest  of  the 
«qner  in  this  case  to  deal  with  this, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  it  is  in  the 
3st  of  the  Exchequer  to  deal  with 
ther  problem,  because  the  inevitable 
;  of  that  would  be  that  more  money  I 
I  come  out  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  ' 
ry  for  local  purposes.  ' 

.  WALTER  LONG:  Would  the 
lion.  Grentleman  mind  telling  us 
r  is  to  the  interest  of  the  Exchequer  ? 
Bill  imposes  limitations,  and  the 
^on.  Gentleman  has  recognised  the 
Ity  in  maintaining  them.  Those 
'ions  being  there,  unless  it  is  pr  > 
"to  make  them  stricter  still,  I  do  i 
B  i^hat  the  Exchequer  would  gain  ' 
Kng  with  this  matter  in  any  other 
An  under  this  Bill. 

ILLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  will  tell 
5lit  hon.  Gentleman,  we  have  no 
t^ly  reliable  figures,  but  our  esti- 
B  that  about  60,000  persons  fall  on 
>or  Law  after  tney  reach  seventy 
of  age.  Well,  in  futiire  they  will 
^  to  the  parish  ;  they  will  ask  for  a 
Kision.  But  it  is  a  little  more  than 
because  all  those  who  are  approach- 
iventy  will  not  go  to  the  parish  if 
know  that  they  will  be  excluded 

the  pension  the  moment  they 
i^e  relief  from  the  parish.  The 
b  will  be  that  not  60,000  persons, 
Probably  80,000  persons  per  annum 
e  ordinary  course  will  come  straight 
lie  pension  fund.  That  is  a  very 
IS  addition. 

;.  gNOWDEN  (Blackburn) :     How 
'  will  die  each  year  ? 

i.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  know  the 
of  that  would  be  itill  further  to 
lish  the  burdens  on  the  parish,  but 
those  who  come  on  who  impose  a 
\n  on  the  Exchequei.  ; 


Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil): 
What  will  be  the  net  increase  each  year  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  allow- 
ing for  that  in  my  computation,  but  it 
is  purely  a  computation.  To  that  extent, 
at  any  rate,  you  diminish  the  burden  on 
the  poor-rate  and  you  increase  the  burden 
on  the  pension  fund.  However,  I  am 
perfectly  willing,  if  the  House  thinks  it 
would  be  better,  to  fix  a  date  which 
would  make  it  incumbent  upon  Parlia- 
ment at  any  rate  to  face  it,  because  ii 
you  want  to  extend  the  term  you  would 
have  a  debate  in  Parliament,  and  that 
would  be  a  statutory  pledge  that  it  would 
be  dealt  with.  My  own  view — and  that 
must  be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth, 
because  I  do  not  profess  to  be  in  a  position 
now  to  give  any  final  decision — my  own 
opinion  is  that  you  will  be  able  to  prepare 
financially  next  year  to  deal  with  the 
problem  in  the  following  year,  but  you 
would  have  to  prepare  financially  next 
year.  What  is  perfectly  clear  is  that 
you  cannot  readjust  your  finance  year 
by  year  for  every  contingency  that  arises^ 
You  have  got  to  take  a  very  wide  view 
of  the  whole  problem  next  year,  and 
consider  the  problem  of  the  Poor  Law 
among  others  when  you  are  arranging 
your  finance.  That,  in  my  judgment, 
will  probably  mean  that  whereas  you 
will  arrange  your  finance  next  year  with 
a  view  to  dealing  with  the  problem,  you 
cannot  deal  with  the  problem  itself 
effectively  possibly  till  the  following 
year.  So  you  will  have  the  best  pledge 
in  the  world  to  deal  with  the  problem — 
you  will  have  a  pledge  next  year  of  the 
provisions  of  finance.  And,  therefore, 
I  would  suggest  to  the  House,  if  they 
prefer  a  statutory  pledge,  that  they 
should  accept  one  of  the  Amendments 
on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  one  of  my 
hon.  friends  for  the  substitution  of  the 
words  "the  31st  day  of  December, 
1910."  That  would  mean  that  the 
present  disqualification  should  come  to 
an  end  in  1910,  instead  of  having  the 
vague  words  **  until  Parliament  other- 
wise determines."  Parliament  is  anxious 
to  deal  with  this  problem,  and  should 
pledge  itself,  because  there  seems  to  be 
a  desireTon  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
deal  with  the  problem  of  the  pauper. 
Hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
are    keen    to    deal    with    this   problem. 
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[Opposition  cries  of  "Now."]  Well,  I 
thought  there  would  be  a  little  shrinking. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :     I 

was  making  an  appeal  for  the  people 
who  became  a  charge  upon  the  Poor  Law 
for  outdoor  relief  before  they  had  notice 
of  this  Act.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
promised  to  revise  the  Act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  pauper  in  1910.  Clearly  that  does 
not  meet  their  case.  Many  of  those  old 
people  may  have  ceased  to  live.  There- 
fore, I  am  not  shrinking  from  the  offer 
he  has  made,  but  it  is  not  addressed  in 
the  least  to  the  argument  I  put  before  him. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  had  already 
addressed  myself  to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  proposes  to 
add  £2,600,000  now.  Really,  it  is  such 
an  impossible  scheme  that  I  do  not  think 
his  colleagues  will  support  him  in  a 
proposal  of  that  kind.  There  are  two 
problems — the  problem  of  the  kind 
of  person  you  are  going  to  introduce 
among  the  pensioners,  and  the  problem 
of  the  relations  between  local  and  Im- 
perial finance,  because  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  moved  this  Amendment  knows 
perfectly  well  that  you  cannot  deal  with 
this  problem  without  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  the  relations  of  local  and 
Imperial  finance,  and  that  is  why  he 
made  the  suggestion.  It  is  impossible 
that  you  should  do  that  at  the  present 
stage,  and  when  you  deal  with  a  thing 
of  that  sort  it  is  so  much  better  to  deal 
with  it  once  for  all.  I  make  that  sugges- 
tion to  the  House  as  a  guarantee  of  the 
good  faith  of  the  Government  that  we 
are  not  really  trying  to  exclude  the 
paupers,  but  simply  dealing  with  a 
temporary  difficulty.  We  are  awaiting 
the  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission 
with  a  view  of  dealing  with  it  in  a  thor- 
oughly comprehensive  fashion,  and  we 
have  <f\\vn  the  best  guarantee  by  saying 
that  next  year  we  confidently  hope  to 
l>e  able  to  make  financial  arrangements 
to  deal  with  it,  and  before  December, 
1910,  the  whole  operation  will  have  been 
completed. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Lou- 
don)  :  Everybody  will  admit  that  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cliequer  is  one  of  the  most  important, 
if   not    the   most    important,   which  has 

i^  Mr,  Lloyd-George, 


been  delivered  in  the  couise  of  our  coa- 
mittee  deliberations  on  this  BilL  la 
not  sure  whether  it  is  not  the  mort 
important  speech  delivered  fiom  tb 
Government  Bench  on  the  Bill  altoj^etk. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  annonnnl 
the  happy  news  that  in  future  the  Govea: 
ment  mean  to  arrange  their  finuee 
before  they  go  into  their  lialnlitieL 
Without  turning  a  hair,  the  right  kn. 
Gentleman  got  up  and  said,  as  if  it  i» 
the  most  obvious  and  natural  thing  k 
the  world,  that  we  had  what  was  nodook 
the  prospect  of  a  great  reform  of  the  Fmt 
Law  before  us,  and  you  cannot  deslvilk 
these  great  reforms,  invohdng  greit  a- 
penditure  of  money,  unless  you  anangii 
your  financial  system  so  as  to  meet  tk 
iiabilities  imposed  upon  it.  When  SI 
His  Majesty's  Government  mala  Hk 
happy  discover}'  ?  Have  not  we  bea 
earnestly  pressing  them  during  the  Bnigrt 
debate  and  during  the  earlier  stages  flf 
this  Committee  not  to  ask  us  to  diin» 
a  Bill  involving  these  enormous  finudil 
burdens  without  giving  us  some  li^ 
indication  of  how  those  financial  budfli 
might  be  met  ?  The  only  indication* 
have  had  up  to  the  present  time,  eithr 
from  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqv 
or  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  El- 
chequer,  is  that  when  we  see  tt»= 
proposals  the  best  parallel  to  themil 
be  that  of  a  boy  robbing  a  hen  roost  K 
is  upon  that  rathft:  shadowy  bmaai 
adumbration  of  the  future  that  ve  km 
to  make  all  our  estimates  as  to  what  oi- 
and  cannot  properly  be  asked  of  A^ 
Government  in  dealing  with  thin  BL 
The  Government  in  this  matter  fl^ 
obviously  wholly  inconsistent,  but  I  «1 
congratulate  them  upon  the  fact  di^ 
their  new  doctrine  is  incomparably  beMr 
than  their  old  doctrine,  and  that  tUr 
future  procedure  in  the  matter  of  Mciil 
reform  and  public  finance,  though  difBd^ 
opposed  to  their  present  system,  isyitA 
great  improvement.  Let  me  deal  viA. 
the  proposal  which  the  right  hon.  Gflotb- 
man  made  at  the  end  of  his  speech  ft 
said  he  would  give  us  a  guarantee  of  tb 
good  faith  of  the  GovemmentiKhat  Ifaf 
meant  to  deal  with  this  problem^  thi^ 
they  would  put  in  words  in  the  Bl 
limiting  this  clause  to  two  and  a  Uf 
years,  or  some  period  of  that  kaL 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  uoomi  ^ 
suppose  that  in  the  meantime 
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1910  there  would  not  be  this  obligation 
wni  upon  the  Treasury,  owing  to  the 
i  that  the  local  authorities  would 
to  substitute  pensions  for  Poor  Law 
sf  in  all  possible  cases.  That  process 
begin  at  once,  in  fact  it  has  begun. 
that  the  Treasury  are  now  undergoing 
\  obligation  without  the  reform  of  the 
»r  Law,  and  without  any  of  those 
(guards  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
1  thinks  are  necessary,  and  in  two-and- 
Alf  years  time  the  local  authorities 
going  to  dump  upon  the  Exchequer 
the  obligations  which  the  right  hon. 
itleman  says  will  be  so  onerous  that 
liament  and  the  Exchequer  must  deal 
\i  them  not  later  than  the  end  of  1910. 
ly  ought  to  deal  with  them  now.  Is 
this  another  manifest  proof,  if  proof 
e  required,  that  this  Bill  has  never 
ti  thought  out,  that  it  has  been  tossed 
a  sated  country  in  order  again  to 
ive  and  whet  their  appetites  for  more 
Ileal  reforms  ?  I  do  not  ask  now 
>ther  it  is  or  is  not  successfully  framed 
performing  that  culinary  operation. 
>nfine  myself  now  to  asking  whether 
b  is  the  way  we  ought  to  legislate, 
.  whether  the  straits  in  which  the 
nemment  are  placed  do  not  prove  that 
Y  ought  to  have  formulated  their  Bill 
li  far  more  care  than  they  have  mani- 
ly  given  to  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
1  appears  to  think  that  simply  because 
re  has  been  inconvenience,  Par- 
lent  will  be  forced  to  legislate.  To 
I  a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  not  any  security 
;  Parliament  will  legislate,  although 
ives  them  an  opportunity  of  dealing 
1  it.  It  has  been  said  that  when 
liament  deals  with  it  there  will  be  a 
kt  debate.  I  have  heard  that  stated 
►re  in  regard  to  the  Expiring  Laws 
tinuance  Bill.  Let  me  point  out 
ther  thing.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
L  says  that  this  is  a  transition  period. 
3  a  transition  period ;  but  does  he 
remember  that  when  we  protested 
nst  excluding  all  contributory 
imes  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  Prime  Minister  turned  round  and 

that  the  objection  to  all  our  con- 
titory  schemes  was  that  they  do  not 

with  a  transition  period  ?  Does 
:  scheme  deal  with  it  ?  It  is  the  one 
g  which  your  scheme  does  not  do. 
>  is  it  you  ought  most  to  assist  during 
knsition  period  ?     It  is  the  people  who 


are  in  every  respect  on  the  same  plane, 
with  the  same  qualifications,  the  same 
rights  to  relief  as  the   people  your  Bill 
proposes  to  deal  with.    You  do  not  deal 
with  them,  and  you  do  not  deal  with  them 
on  the  ground  that  you  have  not  sufficient 
money.     I  thought  I  never  heard  any- 
thing done  better  in  this  House  than  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  strategical^ 
tactical  movement  to  the  rear  on  Wednes- 
day last.     I  confess  myself  to  being  rather 
a    connoisseur     in     these     movements. 
I  have   watched   them   from   both  sides 
of  the  House.    Successive  Governments  in 
j  thirty  years  have  occasionally  been  in 
I  the  position  of  trying  to  deal  with  what 
i  is   obviously   the   general   sense   of   the 
I  Housfe,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  carry  out  that 
i  tactical   movement   with   dignity,    good 
'  temper,  and  dexterity.     The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  showed  all  these  three  quali- 
ties.    But  the  most  he  did  was  to  get  a 
'  kind  of  tacit  pledge  from  a  stunned  body 
of  friends  behind  him  that,  if  he  gave 
way  upon  the  subject  of  married  couplea 
j  and  old  people  living  together,  no  further 
I  demands    should    be    made    upon    him. 
I  That  was  admirably  dexterous,  because 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one,  except  by 
calling  out  an  occasional  "  No,  no,"  to 
resist  the   kind  of  obligation  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thrust  upon  them. 
And  yet  the  Committee  was  not  in  a 
'  position  to  compare  the  sufferings  of  the 
old  couples  with  the  sufferings  of  the 
deserving  poor  whom  you  are  going  to 
exclude  now.     We  had  no  comparative 
estimate  of  the  kinds  of  demands  that  are 
going  to  be  made  for  different  classes  of 
deserving    persons    excluded,    for    there 
were  only  ten  minutes  to  lapse  before  the 
fatal  moment  when  all  discussion  had  to 
cease.     I  ask  the  House  whether  there 
could  be  a  more  tremendous  commentary 
upon  the  whole  method  under  which  we 
are  obliged  to  conduct  our  debates.     One 
hon.  Member  has  said  that  he  thought  if 
there  was  not  enough  money  for  all,  it 
ought  to  go  to  the  outdoor  pauper.     But 
how  can  the  Committee  be  in  a  position 
even  to  consider  this  question  properly  ? 
The  consequence  is  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  now  gets  up,  and  in  the 
!  name   of  finance   asks  us  to   reject  an 
!  Amendment,    the    plain    and    manifest 
justice  of  which  on  his  own  showing  is 
'  apparent.     What  are  the  Chancellor  of 
;  the    Exchequer's    own    principles    upon 
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which  he  relied  on  the  Second  Reading  ? 
He  said  that  all  those  people  were  to  get 
pensions  who  had  earned  them  by  a  hard 
and  laborious  life  spent  for  the  benefit 
not  merely  of  theinselves,  but  of  the 
community.  Having  so  spent  their  lives, 
they  had  a  right  to  a  pension.  We  look 
at  his  Bill  to  find  out  how  he  carries  out 
his  plan.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
a.s  aware  as  anyone  else  that  there  has 
been  a  great  effort  made  under  the 
existing  law  to  carry  out  something  like  a 
scheme  of  pensions  by  classification  in 
many  districts  and  small  outdoor  pensions 
have  been  given  under  the  name  of  relief 
for  many  years  past.  Do  you  hold  that 
this  outdoor  relief,  although  m  the  nature 
of  a  pension,has  the  taint  of  the  Poor  Law, 
and  is  a  degradation  to  the  man  who 
receives  it  ?  If  so,  that  degradation  you 
are  going  to  insist  upon  his  bearing  for 
the  natural  term  of  his  life.  I  have  heard 
something  about  the  popularity  of  this 
Bill ;  but  it  will  produce  a  most  bitter 
sense  of  injustice  amongst  a  class  which  is 
specially  deserving  of  our  consideration, 
because  the  people  of  this  class  are, 
first,  very  old  ;  seoondly,  very  deserv- 
ing ;  and  thirdly,  they  have  no  votes. 
It  will  produce  a  bitter  sense  of 
injustice  amongst  them,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  can  be  denied  from  any 
quarter  of  the  House.  You  have  only  to 
mention  a  case  which  occurs  instinctively 
— namely,  of  two  old  labourers  living  in 
contiguous  cottages,  one  a  year  younger 
than  the  other.  The  one  is  eligible  and 
the  other  is  not.  There  is  no  substantial 
distinction  between  the  two,  but  the  one 
has  to  remain  under  the  taint  of  Poor  Law 
relief  while  the  other  is  an  honourable 
pensioner  of  the  State  for  services  ren- 
dered. One  of  two  things  nmst  happen. 
Either  you  will  have  this  bittter  sense 
of  a  differential  treatment  of  people  in 
almost  ideiLtical  circumstances,  or  you 
will  make  the  general  population  feel 
that,  after  all,  your  pensions  do  not  differ 
from  outdoor  relief.  The  man  who.  being 
qualified  under  your  Bill,  receives  a 
pension  of  5s.,  is  really  in  nowise  differ- 
ently circumstanced  from  a  man  who 
receives  3s.  from  the  guardians,  except 
that  3s.  is  less  than  os.  I  think  this  is  a 
very  serious  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  meet  the  point  of  the 
accusation  by  saying  he  has  not  got  the 
money.     He  gave  away  £3,500,000  from 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfnvr, 


the  sugar  duties.  Those  £3,500,000  wonld 
have  dealt  with  the  old  xnarned  conplef 
and  the  hard  cases  under  this  Bill.    I 
cannot  conceive  anything  more  amamg 
than  the  p^cedure  of  the  Govenrment  i& 
this    matter.      They  call    this   part  d 
the    general    financial    scheme    of  tk 
year    and      treat     it     almost    as   pirt 
of     the     Budget.         When     disciuiiiif 
the    Budget,    they    take    £3,500.000  off 
the  sugar  duties,  and  that  is  met  wiA 
loud  cheers  from  hon.  Members  oppoat& 
To  each  hard  case  which  in   turn  is  pn- 
sented    to    them  the   Oovemment  ar, 
*'Your  case  is  utterly  hard  and  groalr 
unjust;  the  cruelty   inflicted   is  undoi- 
able;  we  would  gladly    ameliorate  tbe 
suffering  if  we  could,  but  we  hare  spent 
all  our  money  in  taking  off  taxation,  ud 
we  have  not  a  shilling  left  to  meet  di 
unanswerable  appeal   you    make  to  o&' 
The  Government  have  produced  an  old- 
age  pension  scheme   which  professes  to 
give  to  certain  classes  of  the  commonitr 
the  right  to  a  pension  of  5s.  a  week,  ht 
on  examination  it  is  found  not  to  don; 
and  when  we  ask  for  an  explanation  oi 
this    gross    inconsistency     between  Ai 
doctrine  the  Government  have  prescM 
and  the  Bill  they   have   introduced  n 
are  told  it  is  want  of  money — a  want  of 
money  brought  on  themselves    by  the 
twin  measure  of  the  Bill  which  the  HoQH 
is  now   engaged  in    passing    into  hw. 
The  justice  of  the  Amendment  is  admittai 
The  only  answer  to  it  is  that  the  moiwf 
is  not  forthcoming.     We  know  it  wow 
be  forthcoming  if  a  single  Amendmeal 
were  made  in  the   Finance  Bill.    Tint 
Bill  is  not  yet  passed.     Therefore,  as  tk 
justice  of  the  Amendment  is  clear,  inl 
as  a  method  of  meeting  it  is  obviouii  I 
shall  support  my  hon.  friend  if  he  goei 
to  a  division. 

*Mr.   kamsay  macdoxald 

(Leicester)  said  he  found  some  difficulty 
in  supporting  the  Amendment  becaiMp 
in  its  present  form,  it  did  not  enable  kin 
and  his  friends  to  say  exactly  what  tfcer 
would  like  to  do  under  the  clause.  Th«T 
were  not  in  favour  of  paying  old-sgt 
pensions  at  the  same  time  as  Poor  Liv 
relief  was  being  given,  but  the  Amend- 
ment did  involve  that. 

Mr.  B  rid  gem  an  said  he  didnoi 
thin  k  his  Amendment  involved  thati  VihUt 


H 

lit 

c 
t 


405 


Old'Age 


{29  June  1908} 


Pensions  Bill. 


406 


he  said  in  his  speech  did  not  bear  that 
interpretation. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
Mid  they  were  now  discussing  the  dis- 
■qoalification  clause.  The  clause  said 
wat  a  person  should  be  disqualified  for 
saceiving  an  old-age  pension,  while  he 
"WES  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief.  The 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Hember  was  thpt  they  should  not  be 
idiflqualified  in  respect  of  receiving  out- 
4kK>r  rehef.  That  did  not  exactly  ex- 
press what  he  thought  the  Committee 
"would  like  to  vote  upon.  That  was  his 
point.  He  thought  it  would  be  con- 
venient, in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the 
Cbmmittee  later  on,  to  discuss  the  whole 

Siestion  now,  and  vote  for  or  against 
e  different  Amendments  as  they  arose 
later  on.  The  Government  admitted  that 
everything  that  could  be  said  in  favour 
of  paupers  being  included  in  an  old-age 
pension  scheme  was  just,  but  declared 
Hhakt  they  had  not  the  necessary  money. 
It  raised  the  question  whether  any  pro- 
posal, even  as  a  beginning,  for  paying 
old-age  pensions  was  satisfactory,  which 
Accepted  the  mere  fact  of  pauperism  as  a 
•^fisqualifying  basis,  and  he  thought  the 
Committee  ought  to  say  "  No."  If  they 
accepted  this  scheme  which  excluded 
panpers,  they  said  in  effect  that  there 
irere  certain  people  in  this  country  who 
irere  too  poor  to  benefit  by  an  old- 
Age  pension  scheme.  When  the  Prime 
ifinister  was  considering  how  much 
money  he  was  going  to  spend  on  old-age 
pensions  and  how  he  was  going  to  spend 
it,  he  ought  to  have  been  aware 
'that  it  would  violate  most  severely 
the  sense  of  justice  of  the  House 
if  he  placed  before  it  a  scheme  which 
-said  that  no  pauper  must  apply  for  an 
•old-age  pension.  The  case  was  over- 
whelmingly in  favour  of  the  inclusion  of 
the  paupers.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
melancholy  picture  of  the  aged  and  deserv- 
ing paupers  there  probably  would  have 
been  no  agitation  for  old-age  pensions. 
On  every  platform  in  the  country  the 
Labour  Party  made  it  their  chief  case 
for  ur^ng  fhe  payment  of  old-age  pen- 
sions to  old  people  of  sixty- five  and 
seventy  years  of  age  that  by  applying 
for  pauper  relief  those  persons  lost  their 
independence  and  their  civic  rights.  A 
particularly  bad  case  had  been  sent  to 


him  by  the  secretary  of  a  distress  com- 
mittee. It  concerned  a  woman,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  whose  husband,  aged 
seventy-four,  was  a  shoemaker,  who 
had  been  unable  to  work  for  some  years 
owing  to  rheumatism ;  the  lady  was  strong 
and  hearty,  and  had  worked  for  two 
years  prior  to  1st  June  as  a  general 
servant,  but  had  lost  her  work  owing  to 
a  daughter  of  her  employer  coming  to 
reside  at  home.  Previous  to  this  the  lady 
was  the  cleaner  of  an  office  in  the  Inner 
Temple.  Her  character  was  satisfactory. 
Being  unable  to  work  the  husband  applied 
for  parish  relief,  and  had  been  for  some 
years  allowed  3s.  a  week  with  which 
he  paid  the  rent.  Those  people  would 
be  disqualified  for  old-age  pensions 
because  the  man  had  been  in  receipt 
of  Poor  Law  relief.  He  felt  certain 
that  other  Members  could  mention 
cases  in  which  equal  injustice  would 
be  done.  It  was  no  answer  to  their 
appeal  for  justice  for  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  say  that  he 
had  spent  the  money  in  other  directions. 
As  to  the  compromise  arrived  at  on 
Wednesday,  he  and  his  friends  on  that 
side  were  no  parties  to  it.  Nor,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  had  the  Committee  any 
opportunity  of  choosing  one  way  or 
another.  The  proposal  was  made  within 
a  few  minutes  of  the  dropping  of  the 
guillotine.  It  was  made  under  circum- 
stances which  made  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  the  members  of  the  Committee 
to  make  up  their  minds.  Before  the 
Committee  knew  where  they  were,  they 
were  committed,  and  now  he  thought  it 
was  not  quite  fair  to  bind  the  Committee 
to  the  arrangement  come  to  when  they 
had  had  no  opportunity  of  saying  whether 
they  accepted  the  conditions  or  not. 
There  was  another  important  point  which 
must  not  be  overlooked.  There  were 
thousands  of  people  who  would  be  dis- 
qualified under  the  Bill,  and  who,  had 
they  had  eighteen  months  or  two  years 
notice  that  such  a  measure  was  going  to 
be  introduced,  would  have  been  kept  ofE 
the  Poor  Law  altogether,  and  yet  the 
Government  warned  those  people  whose 
condition  had  been  the  occasion  of  the 
proposal  of  old-age  pensions  that  they 
were  going  to  be  disqualified  by  the  very 
cruel  and  harsh  provision  the  Committee 
were  now  discussing.  Undoubtedly  the 
two   years'  date,   now   proposed   to  be 
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introduced,  met  them  to  a  certain  extent, 
but    not     altogether.      There    was    no 
guarantee  that  they  were  to  have  this 
matter  opened  up  again  in  1910.     It  was 
perfectly  simple  to  earn'  on  the  disquali- 
fication by  methods  which  every  Member 
knew.     Moreover,    what    was    going    to 
happen  to  the  existing  paupers  ?     Were 
the  Government  going  deliberately  and 
in  cold  blood  to  say  to  the  pauper  of 
seventy,  seventy-one,  and  seventy-two: 
"  You  have  got  to  die  a  pauper,  and  the 
benefits   that   are   going   to   be   derived 
under  the  Bill  can  only  te  derived  by 
men    and    women   two    or   three    years 
younger  than  you."     That  proposal  was 
too  cruel  for  the  Committee  to  entertain 
at   all,   and  the   right  hon.    Gentleman 
ought    to    have    foreseen    it   before   he 
drafted  his  Bill.     It  was  no  good  to  come 
to  the   House  after  the   Bill  had  been 
drafted  and  say  :    "  You  have  got  to  be 
cruel,    because   cruelty   is   necessary   to 
keep  you  within  the  scope  of  the  proposals 
I    make."     There    was    another    point 
which  he  wished  to  make.     It  was  said 
that,   once   this  was  passed,   boards  of 
guardians  would  do  their  best  to  refuse 
outdoor  relief,  and  the  poor  people  them- 
selves, who  valued  their  self-respect  very 
highly,    would    pinch    and    starve    for 
twelve  months  in  order  to  save  themselves 
from  the  pauper  taint,  so  as  to  become 
eligible  for  old-age  pensions  at  the  proper 
time.     Did  the  Committee  contemplate 
what  that  meant  ?     Was  that  a  virtue 
after  all  ?     It  meant  that  the  sum  total 
of  human  suffering  for  five  years,  from 
sixty-five  to  seventy  years  of  age,  was 
going  to  be  increased  as  the  result  of  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.    .There  were  thou- 
sands of  these  people  who  were  prepared 
to  bring  themselves  almost  to  the  brink 
of    starvation    rather    than    apply    for 
pauper  relief,  and  the  Government  were 
going  to  put  inducements  in  their  way  to 
imdergo    that    deprivation.     They    were 
going  to  pay  a  premium  practically  to  the 
hoards  of  guardians  in  the  rural  districts 
to  administer  the  Poor  Law  more  harshly 
than  now.     [An  Hon.  Member  :     No.] 
That  was  the  effect  of  the  Bill,  and  then 
the  guardians  were  going  to  say  :    "  We 
are    not    administering    the    Poor    Law 
harshly  ;  we  are  only  trying  to  enable  you 
to  become  beneficiaries  under  the  Old-Age 
PeiLsions  Act  two  or  three  years  from  now." 
Nobody     who    had     experience     of    the 

Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald, 


administration  of  the  Poor  Law  would 
deny  that  that  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
Bill.  Was  the  Committee  piepand 
seriously  to  face  that  situation  and  to 
pass  this  Bill  saying  that  they  wen 
going  to  put  this  premium  upon  the 
harsh  administration  on  the  part  of  the 
boards  of  guardians  only  too  prevalent 
at  the  present  time  ?  If  this  bargain, 
supposed  to  have  been  come  to  last 
Wednesday,  but  not  come  to  tt 
all  with  the  Labour  Party,  was  gcmig 
to  be  held  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  be  a  binding  bargain,  would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  give  them 
a  chance  of  expressing  their  opiDi0Bf 
upon  it  ?  Were  they  going  to  be  told 
that  the  increase  of  the  pensions  to 
married  couples  had  barred  out  finalir 
and  effectually  all  claims  of  the  ezisting 
pauper  ?  The  point  was  of  sufficient 
gra\dty,  in  his  opinion,  not  to  force  it 
through  the  Committee  owing  to  the 
operation  of  the  guillotine,  without  the 
Committee  knowing  what  it  was  doing 
and  without  having  made  up  its  mind. 

'  *The  first  commissioner  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancaahiwr 
Rossendale)  said  that  the  hon.  Member 
was,  quite  intentionally  of  course,  onbir 
to  the  Government  in  the  way  in  which 
he  had  treated  the  pauper  provision  in 
the  Bill.  Over  and  over  again  it  had 
been  explained  that  that  was  merely  t 
temporary  provision,  and  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  as  if  the  Government 
intended  the  permanent  exclusion  of  thi» 
class  of  paupers. 

*Mr.  RAMSAY^  MACDONALD  said 
he  would  recall  to  the  light  hon.  Gentle- 
man's memory  that  he  had  dealt  with 
the  matter  of  the  two  years  qualification. 

*Mr.  harcourt  said  it  had  always 
been  admitted  that  there  were  certain 
paupers — probably  a  large  number^ 
who  might  and  should  be  included  in. 
this  scheme  in  the  future ;  but  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  include  them 
until  the  Government  were  able  to  deal 
with  the  whole  question  of  the  Poor 
Law.  He  was  sorry  the  Poor  Law 
Conmiission  had  not  reported  twelve 
months  ago ;  for  then,  although  the 
time  would  have  been  short  enouffh^ 
the  Government  might  have  beeia  abl» 
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reform  of  the  Poor  Law  within  a  limited 
time.  The  contention  of  the  Opposition 
was  that  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
in     its     present     state 


to  make  the  provisions  of  the  BiU  fit  i  reply  to  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
in  with  their  action  on  the  Report  of  '  The  right  qon.  Grentleman  and  the 
that  Commission.  Meanwhile  they  were  1  Government  had  entirely  mismider- 
bound  to  wait  and  consider  the  Report.  |  stood  the  case  put  from  that  side 
It  was  easy  to  raise  a  number  of  specific  |  of  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
hard  cases.  In  every  proposal  either ;  operation  of  the  Bill  when  passed.  The 
for  taxation  or  for  a  grant  or  gift  where  I  right  hoii.  Grentleman  had  repeated  that 
there  was  a  limitation  there  must  be  the  passing  of  the  Bill  without  any^of 
hard  cases  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  I  those  exemptions  imposed  on  the  Trea- 
line.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition ,  sury  the  obligation  to  deal  with  the 
did  not  see  what  pressure  there  would 
be  on  the  Treasury  to  deal  with  this 
subject  in  the  near  future.     There  would 

be  the  pressure  of  an  additional  charge  j  in  its  present  state  would  make 
couiing  on  the  Treasur}'.  The  two  and  |  it  ten  times  more  difficult  to  deal 
a  half  years  offered  by  his  right  hon.  ^^'ith  the  disqualifications  later  on. 
friend  was  not  the  minimimi  time  for  I  than  now.  He  asked  the  question 
dealing  ^^^th  this  matter,  but  the  maxi-  ]  of  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works : 
mum  time ;  and  at,  or  before,  the  [  Did  the  Government  propose  in  their 
expiration  of  two  years  the  House  would  |  subsequent  legislation  to  strengthen 
have  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  i  and  tighten  up  the  disqualifications  at 
this  matter  again.  He  asked  the  right  I  present  in  the  Bill  ?  The  First  Com- 
ton.  Gentleman  how  paupers  could  have  |  missioner  said  that  by  the  operation  of 
been  brought  into  the  scheme  at  all  i  every  Bill  there  would  be  hard  cases ; 
if  it  had  been  on  a  contributory  basis,  but  he  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  those 
The  Amendment  would  throw  "^  all  the  ]  hard  cases  would  be  exceptional  under 
existing  outdoor  paupers  on  to  the  |  the  Bill.  In  every  agricultural  village 
pension  fund  at  once.  ,  where     there    were     six    poor    people, 

three    on   one   side   of   the   line    would 
Mr.   WALTER   LONG  :      Subject  to  '  receive  pensions,  and  three  on  the  other 


your  subsequent  limitations. 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  Of  course,  subject 
to  those  limitations.  They  must  go 
Blow  and  postpone  such  a  transaction 
a&  that  until  they  could  make  an  equitable 
arrangement  with  the  local  authorities 


side  would  be  disqualified  under  this 
section,  while  there  would  not  be  one 
single  detail  in  their  life  which  would 
differentiate  their  condition.  He  ad- 
mitted that  where  benefits  were  conferred 
there  must  be  certain  limits  which 
would  involve  hard  cases  ;    but  that  did 


whiclT would  be  fair  to  the  taxpayer  and  j  Jiot  apply  to  this  legislation  at  all.  lu 
to  all  concerned.  He  would  like  to  »  country  village  of  500  people,  the 
point  out  to  hon.  Members  opposite  t  number  of  men  and  women  over  seventy 
that  all  previous  schemes  had  Iwcn  more  ]  7^^^^    of  ag«    i^ould   be   probably    six 


severe   on  the  paupers, 
referred   to    by  the    h«^ 
Northamptoa.    It    was    w- 
iact  that  the  Poor  lAi^ip 
introduced    to    tie    ChiM- 
Exchequer  a  f<*w  drtV!* 
Member  for  Te    '      ' 
for  the  Alidiag  r      ^ 
to    married    cott^**^ 
agreement  wi| 
the  impoesiV 
inestion 


i 


livrii  J  nun.'  I  7  -" 


pight,  one  half  of  whom  would  come 
'^-^  Foor  Law  during  a  hard  winter,  and 
^  f^ament   said   to   them   under 
-*%';    "Until  the  reform  of  the 
*lf  accomplished  you  will  get 
tuUKr^TK^h  the  man  next  door 
■-      ^  not  suppose  that 
tiral  village  in  the 
'orking  for  a  land- 
er would  not  be 
^■ing  a  hard  frost,. 
( lor  a  small  em- 
«mative  under- 
at  to  go  to  the 
I    ■  outdoor  relief. 
^ht  to  reproach 
^  this  questioa 
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now.  He  himself  had  raised  it  on  the 
l^econd  Reading,  and  in  subsequent 
debates.  Thev  had  held  throughout  that 
these  limitations  could  not  be  maintained 
m  practice  or  in  justice.  The  Opposition 
had  been  no  party  to  the  bargain  which 
had  been  made  between  the  Government 
and  their  supporters,  and  they  regretted 
that  it  had  been  made.  They  were  bound 
to  point  out  the  effect  of  these  limitations, 
that  they  could  not  be  enforced  and  that 
even  if  they  could,  they  could  not  be 
justified. 

"  Mr.  SOARES  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple) 
said  that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  made  a  bitter  attack  on  the  Govern- 
ment because  they  had  not  sufficient 
money  to  do  everything.  The  position 
was  that  when  the  Government  were 
elected  they  gave  no  pledges  at  all  in 
regard  to  old-age  pensions ;  whereas 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  had 
been  in  power  for  ten  years,  had  given 
pledges  and  yet  had  done  nothing.  So 
far  as  he  understood,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  given  definite  pledges 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  dealing 
with  the  pauper.  He  had  given  a  Parlia- 
mentary pledge  that  he  would  deal  with 
it  if  possible  next  session,  and  had  shown 
how  circumstances  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, drive  the  Government  to  do  so. 
But  even  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  to  be  recalcitrant  in  that  matter, 
he  had  also  promised  to  give  a 
statutory  pledge,  viz.,  that  ho  would 
accept  the  Amendment  substituting  "  1st 
December,  1910  "  for  "  mitil  Parliament 
otherwise  detennines."  Therefore,  the 
Government  ought  not  to  be  further 
urged  in  the  matter.  Of  course,  every 
one  who  lived  in  the  country  and  knew 
the  rural  districts  recognised  the  truth 
of  every  word  which  had  been  said  about 
the  hard  and  cruel  cases  which  would 
arise.  There  must  be  hard  and  cruel 
cases  ill  which  people  would  be  deprived 
of  J5  these  old-age  pensions ;  but  it 
was  peculiarly  the  privilege  of  the 
Liberal  Party  to  look  after  those  hard 
cases.  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh!"] 
The  Liberal  Party  had  always  laid  it 
down  that  one  of  the  main  items 
of  their  policy  was  to  U)ok  after 
those  who  were  not  able  to  look  after 
thcinsclvcs.  There  was  nothing  dearer 
to  the  heart,  of  the  Liberal  Party  than 
Mr,  WfiHer  Long, 


this  question  of  old-age  relief.  Bat  let 
the  Committee  consider  what  the  effect 
would  be  if  this  Ameadment  were 
accepted  by  the  Oovenunent  and  they 
were  to  admit  indoor  and  outdoor 
paupers,  because,  after  all,  they  were 
now  discussing  the  whole  qaestion.  It 
w^ould  mean  an  addition  of  £3,500,000 
to  the  cost  of  the  scheme.  He  himself 
was  a  member  of  a  board  of  guardiAns 
and  he  knew  what  he  and  his  board 
would  do  under  those  circumstances 
They  would  endeavour  to  put  as  manr 
off  the  rates  as  they  could,  and  put  them 
on  to  the  Exchequer.  The  people  who 
would  benefit  then  would  be  the  rate- 
payers. It  w^ould  be  a  large  subvention 
to  the  rates.  They  had  an  example  in 
the  Agricultural  Rates  Act  of  who  got 
the  benefit  of  a  large  subvention  to  the 
rates.  It  ultimately  went  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landlords.  If  they  did 
not  deal  with  all  these  questions  in  the 
way  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
to  deal  with  them  next  year  the  result 
would  be  to  put  a  large  sum  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landlords,  and  that  they 
had  no  desire  to  do.  He,  personally, 
wished  the  whole  matter  could  be  dealt 
with  this  session,  but  if  it  could  not  he 
was  content  that  it  should  be  dealt  with 
next  session.  He  submitted  that  the 
Committee  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
Parliamentary  and  the  statutory  pledges 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester)  said  the 
Amendment  was  designed  to  protect 
those  who  could  not  protect  themselves, 
and  now  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  had  told  the  Committee  that 
the  Party  opposite  were  the  only  people 
endowed  with  the  will  to  do  that.  But 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  going  to 
vote  for  the  Amendment,  because  the 
people  affected  could  not  record  their 
votes  in  the  ballot  boxes.  He  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  be  considered  on  its 
merits.  It  was  no  use  saying  that  the 
intention  of  the  Government  was  good, 
because  the  Committee  knew  where  good 
intentions  sometimes  led.  The  Gom- 
mittoe  wanted  these  particular  grievances 
dealt  with  on  their  merits.  The  First  CSom- 
missioner  of  Works  had  for  the  first 
,  time  given  a  new  excuse  for  not  dealing 
I  with  these  matters.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  the  Poor  Law  Gbmmis- 
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sioners  would  shortly  report    and    the 
Crovemment  must  wait  until  that  Report 
was   received   before   dealing   with   the 
matter.    Up    to   now   the  "  only  excuse 
that  had  come  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
was  that  the  Government  were  short  of 
cash,  that  their  coffers  were  empty,  but  if 
they  were  full  they  would  be  desirous  of , , 
dealing  with  all  these  questions.     That 
was  the  ground  on  which  the  Government 
were  attacked.     They  had  no  right  to 
give  away  the  £3,500,000  on  sugar  duty ; 
they  should  have  kept  the  money  to  deal 
with  these  cases.     Right  through  the  de- 
bate the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
said,    before    making    any    concessions 
whatever,  that  the    concession    he  was 
most  anxious  to  give  effect  to  was  to  those 
disqualified  by  reason  of  their  receiving 
Poor  Law  relief.    Now  when  that  question 
arose  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  was  not 
able  to  give  any  redress.     He  appealed  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  close 
the    door    to    some    small    redress    to 
these  people.     The  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shropshire  claimed  a 
concession  for  all  in  receipt  of  outdoor 
relief.     That    complicated    the    matter 
because  it  could  not  be  asserted  that  all 
outdoor  relief  was  given  on  the  lines  of 
selection,  but  it  was  a  fact  that  outdoor 
relief  was  largely  given  to  those  who  had 
endeavoured   to    live   thrifty  lives,  and 
under  the  Bill  those   people    would    be 
excluded    from     receiving     a    pension. 
He     had    a  case    before   him  of   some 
villages  in   Wiltshire,  where  there  were 
twenty    people    who    had    belonged    to 
friendly   societies,    paid    into   them  for 
fifty-five    or    sixty     years,     and     had 
started  contributing  to  them  when  they 
were  earning  only  7s.   a    week.     They 
had  done  everything  they  could  to  show 
*  their  thrifty  habits.     The  great  friendly 
societies   like    the    Oddfellows   and   the 
Foresters  never  came  to  their  doors.    Now, 
because  the  village  clubs  to  which  they  had 
^subscribed  had  broken  up,  and  these  men 
could   not  begin  to  subscribe   to  other 
friendly  societies,  being  by  age  precluded 
from  joining  them,  though  they  had  done 
everything  possible  to  provide  for  their 
old  age  and  be  placed  in  the  category  of 
deserving   citizens  they  were   to   suffer 
this  great  injustice.     Surely  the  pension 
committee  should  consider  and  make  an 
exception  in  such  cases.     He  begged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  con8ider,^before 


the  Committee  came  to  a  decision,  some 
way  in  which  he  could  give  relief  to  this 
class  of  persons.  The  cost  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  £200,000.     j 


*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)    said    the    hon.    Member  j^Jor 
Leicester  had  stated  that  the  mere  fact  of 
pauperism  ought  not  to  be  raised  as  a  dis- 
qualification, and  had  also  referred  to  the 
fact  that  previous  schemes  contained  the 
same  idea.    He  himself  had  formulated  the 
first  Bill  of  this  kind,  and  that  Bill  arose 
out  of  one  that  proposed  to  give  pensions 
to  deserving  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor 
Law  relief.      From  that  proposal  they 
advanced    to    a    suggestion    that    the 
pension    scheme    should    be  altogether 
dissociated   from    the   Poor   Law,    and 
from  that  to  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  which 
he  introduced  in  1892.     In  that  Bill  there 
was  a  clause  excluding  those  who  had  at 
any  time  been  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law 
relief,  but  since   then  there  had  been  a 
great  change  of  opinion.     A  feeling  had 
grown  up  that  Poor  Lawrelief  should  under 
certain  conditions  not  be  a  barrier  to  the 
receipt  of  a  pension,  and  that  view  had 
now  reached  the  point  that  the  Grovem- 
ment     was     being     pressed     by     hon. 
Gentlemen     opposite     to     accept     the 
principle  that  persons  receiving  outdoor 
relief    should    receive    a    pension.      It 
was     said     that     this      clause      would 
only     mean     a     temporary     exclusion. 
The  provision  was  to  apply  to  everyone 
who  had  received  Poor  Law  relief  after 
1st   January,    1908.     There   were   many 
people    of   seventy-three    years    of   age, 
and  even  older,  whom  this  disqualifica- 
tion would    affect.       It    might  happen 
that  they  had  not  received  relief  for  many 
years,  but  that  this  year  they  had  been 
unable  to  overcometheirdifficultiesandhad 
been  obliged  to  receive  it.     It  would  take 
three   years   before   the   Report   of  the 
Poor  Law   Commission   was  sifted  and 
analysed,  and  these  poor  old  people  would 
have   to   wait    imtil   after   the  lapse  of 
'hat  time  before  there  could  be  legisla- 
tion   to    enable    them    to    receive    the 
pension  granted  as  a  right.     It  might  be 
that  a  man  at  the  age  of  sixty  had  begun 
to  get  Poor  Law  relief,  and  after  having 
received  it  for  nearly  ten  years,  he  might 
have  gone  off  it  this  year,  and  would, 
therefore,   be   eligible   for  the   pension ; 
whereas  a  man  might  have  been  off  Poor 
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i,uw    $*ls*i   ul)    ()jo»}i'    yanni,    nutl    ihfM,    bring    forward     with    reference  to 
Mj»'/«j;/Ij  j/"  i«l('fii  Of   illij«'K«,  or  u  Wivc'jvi    Amendment.     He    hoped,  however, 
w  I  lit  1 1     <,i    .-^;ifii'    N'jiijior.'iry    <'oijfiitioij  ,  before   the   debate   ooncluded  the  i 
f  i;fiiii<  i<ii    Willi   lim  I'lfiployiiMfiit.,  fiii^ht    hon.  Grentleman    would  see  his  wa] 
iiavt  ^«M<  ol;lif/c(l  to  n*('«'ivf'  it  tliiK  y(*ar,  ,  moidfy  the  very  harsh  and  unjust  pioi 
fiii'i    lit     would    Im'    cxrliidffd    from    the  {  in  the  Bill,  and  fix  a  period  insteid 

date  with  reference  to  Poor  Law  idii 


Mr.  LAURENCE    HARDY 
he   was   extremely   glad  that  his  I 
friend    by    his    Amendment,  and 


|<riii-ioo  iiftf  il  iiiioliii'r  Aft.  wiiH  paHKc^d. 
Iff  wiiiitiil  \\n*  Oiiuiffllor  of  th(*  Kx- 
«li'i(ini  to  lof»li  III.  till*  miiflor  from  that* 
|MMi(i  of  vifw.  tiriil  lotry  to  introduce  Homo 

|iHiiii|)lf  Mi  till*  i*\rliiHioii  on  tlu»  ^nnrnd  ^ ,   _,^ 

of  I'nni  liitw  inlii«f.  If  lio  woro  to  Miv  |  ticulafly  in  his  speech,  had  said 
thill  nil  mill  wiiN  to  ^i«t  ;i  ponsiou  I  these  poor  people  should  at  least  1 
wUn  liiiil  htoivimI  roliof  ft>r  six  or ;  given  to  them  an  amotuit  equal 
i»iIm'  ntiiiillirt  l»i»fon»  \\\o  passing  that  to  be  given  to  the  pensioner' 
nil  llip  All.  ihtkl  would  bo  intro-  had  not  received  Poor  Law  reliet 
iliii  iiip  llio  |tMiii'iplo  of  (I  dotlnit^^  timo,  ,  they  took  an  extreme  view  of  the  1 
lli>  \M»nld  )wi\o  boon  wdliuii  to  ;uvopt  gain,  a  vast  number  of  old  people  vc 
iliiti  Mnl  l»v  (bo  niil\t  hon.  iiontlonmn's  ^^  barred  all  their  lives  from  recw 
|iliiiin  I  ho  (imo  mik'bf  run  ovor  iu^voral  Pensions,  because  they  had  received  P 
\ .'.M  •  lloKuow  {\\:\{  \\w n»ilit  hor,,  iVi.T*o-  l-!»^v  relief.  The  Committee  had deei 
\\\,\\\  uui»nd«'d  i»^  |v;»xs  ni.otbor  A^:  :iT  ^  hat  3s.  9d.  each  was  not  enough  to  j 
s\w  .M»li,»><  |»oNMb)«^  op;.s»iTuv,.:v.  bv.:  v.o:  ".v.ATried  couples,  but  thev  had  the  f 
o>iM»  t  l».o«ioilouN  oi  ^lu^  K\vV.i\v.oT  .vv.'.ii  'V-a:  a  great  number  of  married  ooq 
di»  \\l».o  (l\.*\  w  .nV.«\:  Hi*  V,A»l  ^vo^^v.  "*^^--d  be  left  with  a  very  much  smal 
I  Irnu  o:\xjs   0-;   '.V,,^  b\.>.*v.:.-T   v^'.o  >.A.:    -"^-^j^Aiic*  owing  to  their" being  excU 


n«M 


Issji   I'.^o  i.^  ,.*..\    ....   •.  ..^*  s  v.>..>.  -v..irT  :he  disqualification  nowpropoi 

^\w\   \\  i^\  i\\N\»,v.>,v,  .^*,*  ^,^'i'^  v':^\  ,'.:>. v  Hf  tij'iir^T  that  the  suggestion  of  t 

h,*  lvo\v.\  '.  :■,  4.  .V,-  r*  ■;             .■  ■  :::'  y.\-  ^-^~"  ^:-.  G«ii3enian.  a  suggestion vb 

%!w'. ;».,-.    >x,^.,\    .N'i  X  A,-       •  >     --. -.    :V^  ■".'^    :-Ar:i*   from   almost   every  itfu 

»s^  .  ,  .»    \  ,  \»  ,^    .^    .    <       V.        ',.  V    V  -— — — ''^T  ^-^  s*ien  it  in  other  Mb- 

o,    ,,,       ,^     ,    .,sv      .     :\v     ,.>,   >    :  -:f  l.^r'fc^cr^  BilL  the  Eight-HouiB 

i         \^\  \    ,\,v  ,  ,\;     *  V           ...    ^v     .;.  ^-^-^  j"/^-  rwui^ri^s — ^was  not  (HieiU 

iN              s    V,               • ,  ;    »..            \» .-  -•■"^c  :«f  :^'csiSfc««d  as  sati&factoiTfli 

^  '^^     V    .  V    »     \    .*  N\     .-*'*:"  'T-^c^  a*ia2±x  wrri  persons  o(«w 

^x^  >.        ,^    ^v     V   .         '     ,-,               .  T%-   f^-"^  -TMct  :c  *«.     A  time-Efltti 

,    N                             V    .  ~:~:.    vi^^  i  smnuT  ssatier ;    it  Mid 

'.«'*-.  •>■  -..i.:!^  :c -^tfoi.  w^cQud  never iMBd 

^- X     '  X       ,.                         ^  '-•-    7*-:?ii' i       ATir   ri  w»s  a  tinKW 

XX V        ^^      '.                        ,       ,  "^  •-   :   Sr^tfoiSfi  :21m  xe2y  an  the  wiOi 

>.xx..v.              ^-  '->  ^;i-icr~  11X17  Trftf^  a1^*  depesdi 

<      X             ^^.x                      -     »  V.  ;••"  ^"--  "^"  i^raiar  PfcSaaaeatahofBis 

.     •                                          ...   ^.  .  *~^~  ^.r..r.:wsirw*«?  rf    Wfids  sal  A 

~    ^^  '=iac:   jr   misr  sebcmesdi 
-'  ^     '"-fr     'oe     iic     -'^«>p«^^^^*^ 

— ^-^^"^  :r-:i..'.jii»  ^sxoL  T^se  wUdtk 

■'     "^.^Tcr   tit    a4««a7s   *awrm^  i 

.:•:.-    irr-i   ^a»  'sSL    IWr  h 
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Eight  which  had  been  put  by  the  Govem- 
OAttit  in  the  very  forefront  of  their  argu- 
ooent.  Therefore,  when  the  (lovem- 
aoeiit  had  done  that,  he  thought  that 
lus  hon.  friend  was  right  when  he  said 
^H^t  it  was  an  absolute  wrong  if  they 
ild  not  carry  out  what  was  practically 
H  promise  to  all  these  unfortunate  people 
p£o  were  now  receiving  outdoor  relief, 
pind  who,  under  the  Bill,  would  be  de- 
iMuczed,  at  all  events  for  a  considerable 
penod,  from  receiving  the  same  amount 


not  do  any  harm,  and  it  would  be  only 
a  small  relief,  though  he  was  sure  a 
just  one. 

♦Sm  FRANCIS  CHANNING  said  that 
that  was  the  first  opportunity  he  had  to 
express  his  opinion  on  these  issues,  and  he 
wished  to  say  at  once  that  he  had  to  repudi- 
ate any  form  of  bargain  as  regarded 
himself.  He  had  never  entered  into 
any  bargain  whatsoever,  and  he 
had  an  absolutely  free  hand  to  deal 
Ihat  others  were  receiving.  They  had  |  with  these  questions  on  their  merits. 
iilways  been  told  that  the  pension  was  I  In  the  second  place,  the  Amend- 
j|o  be  kept  free  from  the  Poor  Law. ;  ment  before  the  Committee  was  a  bad 
JBat  he  did  not  think  that  anybody  '  Amendment.  If  he  had  be3n  called  in  to 
%BL   that    House    or   out  of    it   thought  |  consult  with  his  hon.  friends  about  their 

rthe  Poor  Law  claim  was  going  i  course,  he  would  say  to  them  that  those 
be  pressed  so  far  that  anybody ,  who  agreed  with  him  would  stultify 
Mio  by  misfortune  came  under  it  '  themselves  if  they  voted  for  this  Amend- 
Iwms  to  be  debarred  from  sharing  in  the  '  ment.  They  none  of  them  contemplated 
jboon  which  was  going  to  be  given  by  |  associating  themselves  with  the  giving 
IjBie  country.  They  on  that  side  of  the  I  of  an  old-age  pension  at  the  same  time 
jjlcmse,  at  all  events,  thought  that  they  j  that  outdoor  relief  was  being  received. 
MKlutt  press  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to    Those  who  voted  for  the    Amendment 


^y  whether  he  could  not  see  his  way  to 
Pnding  another  magic  egg  in  addition 
|a  those  he  had  already  found.  A 
llkinous  conjuror  produced  eggs  from  every 
Murt  of  a  person's  clothing,  and  the  right 
Ecm.  Gentleman  had  already  shown  his 
Nponderful  skill  in  this  matter.  While 
iilie  sliding  scale  and  the  married  couples 
flljoiendments  were  under  consideration 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  showed 
L  instance  of  his  conjuring,  and  he  might 

sh  another  instance  of  his  skill  on 
ijhis  occasion.  He  was  sure  that  the  House 
JUt  this  m  itter  just  as  much  as  they  felt 
'ib»  question  of  the  married  couples.  If 
in  free  vote  were  taken,  without  pressure 
ion  the  part  of  the  Government,  there 

no  doubt  what  would  be  the  result. 


with  the  object  of  supporting  th3  aged 
poor  would  really  be  voting  for  the  pension 
being  given  to  persons  who  were  also  in 
receipt  of  Poor  Law    relief.       H  j  had 
repeatedly  brought  before  the  House  an 
Old-Age  Pensions  Bill  to  carry  out  a 
universal  schema  on  Mr.  Booth's  lines, 
and  in  doing  so  had  introduced  no  dis- 
qualification from  having  rec3ived  out- 
door   relief;     but    he    had     distinctly 
contemplated    that   no   person   was    to 
receive  the  pension  at  the  same  time 
that  he  was  receiving  Poor  Law  relief. 
But  that  would  be  the  case  if  this  Amend- 
;  ment  were  adopted.  Another  point  which 
I  they  had  to  note  was  this.     While  they 
I  were  deeply  grateful  to  the  Government 
for  attempting  to  deal  with  this  question 
TChisTwas  a  matter  which  in  the  country  i  at   all,   and   so   soon,   while   they   were 
^vrould   be   viewed    very   seriously,    and  ,  deeply  grateful  to  them  for  having  made 
iiroald  interfere  very  materially  with  the    concessions  on  other  matters,  and  while 
prosperity  and  success  of  the  Bill.     On  i  they  recognised  that  the  time-limit  to 
these    grounds    he   ventured    again    to  |  the  disqualification  of  even  two   and   a 
press  upon  the    right    hon.  Gentleman  I  half  yeirs  which  they  had  placed  in  the 
-whether  he  could  not  in  some  way  meet  i  Bill  was  a  distinct  improvement,  yet  he 
the  point.     He  should  at  all  events  alter 
-the  date  in  the  Bill  from  1st  January, 
1908,  and  bring  it  down  to  1st  July,  or 
•some  date  nearer  the  present  time,  so 
that  the  very  few  people  who  had  received 
relief  since  Ist   January  might  not  be 
debarred  from  benefit,      It  really  could 


ventured  to  press  in  the  very  strongest 
way  upon  his  right  hon.  friend  and  the 
Prime  Minister  the  moral  claim  and 
absolute  justice,  and  also  the  necessity 
of  attempting  to  deal  further  with  the 
question.  What  had  been  the  whole  basis 
of    the   proposal  of   old-age    pensions  ? 
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It  was,  as  regards  the  rural  districts  at 
least,  that  the  aged  poor  almost  inevit- 
'ably   in  the    vast    proportion    of    cases 
were  compelled  to  come  upon  the  rates, 
TLose  who  knew  as  well  as  he  knew  the 
rural    districts  of  the   Midlands    knew 
perfectly  well  that  the  right  hon.  Membei^ 
for  South  Dublin  had  not  exaggerated, 
but  had,  if  anything,  understated  the  facts. 
In  the  case  of  a  village  he  knew   very 
well    in  Northamptonshire,   there  were 
most  deserving  persons  of  seventy  years 
of   age   who  had   been   kept   going    by 
the  farmers  until  their  health  had  finally 
broken  down  through  rheumatism,  rup- 
tures, and  all  sorts  of  disabilities  which 
had  grown  upon  them,  so  that  they  were 
forced,    in   their   last   years,    to   accept 
outdoor  relief.     Most  of  these  men  were 
dear  friends  of  his  own,  and  he  felt  almost 
a  sense  of  personal  indignation  that,  after 
having  talked  to  them  so  long  about 
what  they  were  going  to  receive  from  the 
Liberal  Government,  they  were  to  be  met 
by    this    disqualification.     The    Grovern- 
ment  ought  to   try  to   consider   means 
of   giving   the   pension   at   the   earliest 
possible  moment  in  these  deserving  cases, 
for    these    were    just    the    people    most 
worthy  of  consideration.     It  would  be  a 
crying  shame  if  the  Government,  for  the 
sake  of  a  little  over  £1,000,000,  deprived 
these  persons  of  the  benefits  of  the  Bill. 
He  appealed  to  the  Government  to  deal 
with  the  question  in  a  broad  and  generous 
spirit.     In   putting   this   matter   in   the 
form    of    a    bargain,    which    he    rather 
deprecated,  before  the  House  the  other 
afternoon,    he   was    convinced   that   the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  must  have 
really  felt  that  the  claim  of  the  people 
for  whom  he  ventured  to  say  a  word  now 
was    vastly   stronger  than    that   of   the 
well-to-do  artisan  with  his  sliding  scale, 
or   that   of    the   manied   couple.      This 
case  of  the   aged  poor  was  the  gravest 
case  the  Government  had  to  face,   and 
it  would  bo  a  great  disaster  if  they  did 
not  attempt  to  deal  with  it.      He  folt 
profoundly  that   no   Government  under 
the  sun  would  get  his  vote  in  the  sense 
of  repudiating  the  claim  of  these  people, 
and  at  all  hazards.     While  he  could  not 
vote   for   the  Amendment   in  favour  of 
doing    justice    to    these    pe()pk>,    there 
were  three  ways  in   which   he   thought 
the   Government    could    deal   with    the 
question.     They  could  do   it  by   means 
of  the  Amendments  in  the  names  of  the 
iSir  Francis  Channing, 


hon.    Member    for    North    Bedfordshii^ 
and  himself,   which    practically  evadad 
the  administrative  difficulties  the  Prime 
Minister  had  several  times  pointed  (n1 
He  proposed  the   let   of   November,  or 
if  it    was   necessary    it    might  be  tl» 
1st  of  December,  but  at  any  rate  tUi 
would  give   these    people    a   chance  fi» 
get  out  of  the  miserable  position  wUA 
rent  the  hearts  of  the  worthiest  of  thev 
men  and  would  make    them  still  ma» 
unhappy    and     despairing    when    tker 
thought  these  hopes  had  been  held  oa 
to  them,  and  yet  they  were  to  be  denied 
any   chance  of  getting  old-age  peniiov 
at  once  and  re-attaining  the  citizeiukf 
with  which  they  had  parted  with  de^ 
sorrow    and   regret.     This    was  a  \m 
important  matter.      He  appealed  to  lui 
right  hon.  friend,  if  he   could  not  dd 
with  the  question  broadly  by  getting  rii 
of    the    disqualification     altogether,  t» 
I  accept  the  Amendment  to  put  in  Ck^obcr 
or  ^lovember  j  if  he  coula  not  do  thi^ 
let  him  accept  the  valuable   suggestioB 
of    the    hon.     Member     for     W^oeito 
and  give  a  discretionary  power  to  di» 
local  committee  to  deal  with  the  moi^ 
deserving  of  these  cases  as  a  temponrr 
expedient  till  the  whole  question  eooli 
I  be  dealt  with.      He    appealed    in  tb 
I  strongest  possible  way   to   the  GoTen- 
ment    not    to   allow    the   mere   xaaasf 
argument  to  outweigh  the  logic. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (Dublin  T7nivcni^> 
said  he  would  like  to  ask  a  question  at 
the  construction  of  the  section  wUek 
seemed  to  him  to  raise  some  difficohf. 
According  to  what  he  understood,  tte* 
debate  had  proceeded  upon  the  assoop- 
tion  that  any  person  who  had  located 
outdoor  relief  since  Ist  January  would  be- 
tor  ever  disqualified  from  receiving  anf 
pension.  That  would  be  a  veiy  hud 
case — much  harder  than  the  ordinaif 
case,  because  during  the  winter  month- 
many  a  man  might  have  been  out  d 
work  and  had  two  or  three  weeks  oal- 
door  relief.  Even  one  week's  outdoor 
relief  would  disqualify  from  ever  gefetii^ 
any  benefit  under  the  Bill.  If  thil 
was  the  construction,  what  was  tht 
meaning  of  the  first  part  of  the  section  t 
What  was  the  necessity  for  enacting  tkifr 
while  he  was  in  receipt  of  any  W¥^ 
poor  relief  as  would  disqualify  fran 
registration  for  Parliamentary  efedioDi- 
he  should  not  receive  a  pension  1  Had  ft 
any  meaning  at  all  f      As  far  as  he  oooli 
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^'■•e,  the  section  would  be  complete  on 
^  OMrely  enacting  that  if  any  person  had 
^flboe  Ist  January,  1908,  received  any  such 
I'i^felief  he  should  be  excluded,  and  that 
'^fpould  cover  all  cases.  Did  the  right 
^httKU  Gentleman  mean  to  leave  it  open  to 
ftkis  construction,  that  he  must  not  only 
^'ffmwe  received  relief  since  1st  January,  but 
^toOBt  be  still  receiving  it  ?  It  might  be 
E-ttat  this  was  only  another  instance  of 
rlmrried  drafting,  but  as  far  as  he  could 
^nad  it  the  whole  matter  would  be  just  as 
:  troll  carried  out  by  striking  out  the  first 
^alternative  and  leaving  only  the  second. 

rTHE  CHAIRMAN  :  I  think  we  are 
^fatting  a  bit  too  wide.  I  cannot  allow 
$^iOO  much  latitude  in  this  matter.  This 
|i«Bems  to  depend  upon  the  words  <*  while 
5%»  i«  in  receipt."  We  have  got  beyond 
^thoee  words.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
t  Ctontleman  cannot  discuss  the  whole  of 
'  the  subsection. 


iAe 


Sir  K  CARSON  said  he  had  shown 
his  question  was  germane  to  the 
meeent  debate,  because,  as  he  understood, 
flbe  Government  said  they  had  not  the 
nonev  to  meet  all  the  cases  which 
would  arise  under  the  Amendment. 
What  he  was  going  to  suggest  to  the 
Chairman  was  this.  Ho  must  so  frame 
section  as  not  to  include  in  the  dis- 
abilities of  the  Bill  persons  who  were 
merely  for  a  short  time  taking  temporary 
relief  and  had  gone  back  to  their  work  and 
were  back  at  it  without  relief  at  the  time 
tihe  Bill  passed.  Really,  the  section  was  so 
drawn  that  it  was  impossible  for  anybody 
to  say  what  it  really  meant. 


The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir  W. 

'.    BoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  his  right  hon. 

'    friend   had   not   had   the   advantage   of 

^  hearing  this  very  question  dealt  with  on 
the  subsection  as  a  whole.      It  was  then 

.  pointed  out  that  the  first  half  of  the  sub- 
section dealt  with  a  disqualification  which 
on  the  face  of  the  Bill  stood  as  a 
permanent  disqualification.  But  the 
second  half  of  the  subsection  was  intro- 
duced by  the  words  "until  Parliament 
otherwise  determines,"  and  was  thereby 
shown  to  be  intended  as  a  temporary 
disqualification  and  one  which  would  be 
removed  as  soon  as  the  Report  of  the 
Poor  Law  Committee  had  been  presented. 
The  matter  was  somewhat  fully  dealt 
with  last  week  when  the  Bill  was  last 
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before    the    House,    and    he    was    just 
generally  referring  to  it  now. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  he  did  not 
understand  that  that  was  any  explana- 
tion at  all.  It  really  bore  out  what  he 
said,  that  there  was  no  difference  whatso- 
ever between  the  first  and  the  second 
half-section,  unless  there  were  two  things 
that  must  coincide  before  the  section 
came  into  play.  The  first  half  was 
"  until  Parliament  otherwise  determined." 

♦The  chairman  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  allow  this  to  go  on.  We  are  dis- 
cussing the  whole  of  the  subsection 
instead  of  the  actual  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.)  said  that  anyone  who  had  heard  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
would  be  very  much  touched  by  his  pathos, 
and  he  greatly  admired  the  hon.  Member's 
vigour  and  general  sense ;  but,  in  spite  of 
that,  it  was  almost  with  grief  that  he 
felt  quite  unable  to  support  him,  and 
would  be  bound  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment. He  objected  to  any  increase  in 
the  expenditure  on  these  old-age  pensions. 
It  was  not  fair  to  the  country,  and  most 
of  all  it  was  not  fair  to  the  pensioners 
themselves.  On  the  Budget,  they  heard 
that  the  pensions  were  to  cost 
£6,000,000.  Subsequently  the  £6,000,000 
had  developed  into  £7,500,000,  and  the 
Amendment  would  add  rather  less  than 
£500,000.  He  was  afraid  the  Bill  would 
not  leave  the  House  before  they  had 
compromised  themselves  annually  to  the 
extent  of  £9,000,000  or  £10,000,000. 
They  had  decided  on  a  non-contributory 
scheme  the  other  night  after  a  brief 
discussion.  If  they  had  decided  on  a 
contributory  scheme — if  they  had  decided 
that  the  beneficiaries  should  contribute, 
say,  one  glass  or  two  glasses  of  beer  a 
week— they  could  have  made  the 
scheme  as  secure  and  as  permanent  as 
the  National  Debt.  He  believed  that  this 
non-contributory  scheme,  including  this 
Amendment  if  it  passed,  would  vanish 
into  thin  air  at  the  first  signal  dtfeat 
that  England  endured  at  sea.  These  non- 
contributory  pensions  would  revert  to 
the  nation  whenever  the  nation  was 
fighting  for  its  life.  Speaking  now  in 
regard  to  this  or  any  other  Amend- 
ment— [laughter] — hon.  Gentlemen  were 
eminently  discourteous.  But  if  he  were 
in  a  minority  of  one  in  the  whole  House  he 
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would  say  what  he  thought,  and  it  was  i  out  every  pauper,  and  at  another  time 


a  rather  exceptional  thing  when  a  |  with  pathetic  fervour  pasnonatolT 
politician  in  the  House  did  actually  j  pleaded  for  thepauper  in  connection wift 
say  what  he  thought.  If  they  increased  j  this  matter  ?  The  hon.  Member  fw  Wor 
the  amount  of  the  pension  they  would  cester  had  said  that  if  the  Bfll  passed  in  ih 
decrease  their  security.  He  did  not  be- 1  present  form  it  would  be  a  black  stain  npoi 
lieve  under  the  present  non-contributory  |  the  legislation  of  the  country.  Uewwdd 
scheme  these  pensions  were  worth  ten  i  remind  the  hon.  Member  of  the  Aged 
years  purchase,  and  if  they  added  this  |  Pensions  Bill  of  1903,  in  regard  to  whick 
amount  of  ^£2,500, 000  or  £3,000,000  j  it  was  declared  that  only  those  should  be 
he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  worth  five  j  qualified  who  had  not  within  the  ha 
years   purchase.     The  dice  were  loaded  \  twenty  years  received   Poor  Law  relief 


against 


them.  They  were  gambling  in 
the  country's  security,  and  he  did  not 
look  forward  with  hope  or  happiness  to 
the   permanence  of  the  present  scheme. 

♦The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY  TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERN- 
MENT BOARD  (Mr.  Masterman, 
West  Ham,  N.)  said  that,  speaking 
as  he  did  in  the  regrettable  absence  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  who  represented 
the  Department  responsible  for  Poor  Law 
administration,  he  hoped  he  might  be 
allowed,  to  use  the  words  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  to  say  what 

he  thought  of  this  matter.  He  had  i  cester  provided  for 
listened  to  every  word  and  he  was  still  j  pensions  of  which  half 
a  little  uncertain  whether  hon.  Gentle- 
men had  been  prepared  to  say  what  they 
thought.  It  appeared  to  some  hon. 
Members  perfectly  legitimate  that  the 
most  monstrous  charges  should  be 
advanced  as  to  the  motive  which  prompted 
any  particular  restrictions,  and  they  had 
been  openly  told  that  it  was  only  because 
paupers  had  not  votes  and  could  not  be 
represented  in  the  ballot  boxes  that  these 
restrictions  had  been  placed  in  the  Bill. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "No."]  Yes,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Worcester  said  it. 

*Mr.  GOULDING  :  AMiat  I  said  was 
in  reference  to  the  claim  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Barnstaple. 

Mr.  so  ARES :  I  never  said  it. 

♦Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  he  was  glad 
to  accept  that  disclaimer,  because  if  every 
hon.  Member  said  what  he  thought 
upon  this  point  they  would  acknowledge 
that  no  Member  of  the  House  wished  to 
see  hard  cases  dealt  harshly  with.  Such 
cases  must  arise  within  the  personal 
knowledge  of  all  hon.  Members.  What 
were  they  to  think  of  those  who  at  one  i  with  finance  and  if  it  waa  finmnffliDr 
moment  earnestly  advocated  a  contribu-  ,  possible  he  would  deal  immediately  witt 
tory  scheme  which  ex-hypothesi  must  rule  -  the  whole  question.     If  it  waa  pncticiUl 

Mr.  Middlemore. 


other  than  medical  relief,  in  relation  to 
circumstances  wholly  exceptional  in  diff- 
acter.  The  hon.  Member  for  Worce*r 
might  declare  that  every  case  lie  had 
mentioned  would  come  under  those  cd" 
cumstances  which  were  entirely  eiOBf- 
tional  in  character,  but  which  accordiD£  to 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Soath  Dm 
were  the  normal  condition  they  wm 
now  dealing  with.  Therefore,  tb 
wholly  exceptional  character  of  the  pM- 
sion  in  the  hard  case  absolutely  vanim 
Nor  need  he  draw  the  attention  of  tki 
House  too  closely  to  the  fact  that  tb 
scheme  of  the  hon.    Member  for  Wcr 

some     45O;O00 
would  be  pnl 
by    the    local    authority,    whereat  tki 
Government     provided       for       572,000 
pensions    quite    apart     from     anythiif 
which  the  local    authorities   themsdvoi 
might    do.      The    right    hon.    MenlNr 
for      South      Dublin      had      made    a 
speech  which  very  much  surprised  kn^ 
coming  from  one  who  had  occupiad  tb 
position    of   the   head   of  the    &aidto 
which  he  at  the  present  moment  had  tb 
honour  to  be  Secretary.     The  ri^ht  boa 
Gentleman  had  drawn  a  moving  pictured 
two  people,  one  out  of  work  suppcMtedlf 
the  landlord  and  the  other  an  out-of-wnk 
who  had  to  go  upon  the  rates.     ThatvM 
a  picture  of  the  present  day,  and  it  wm 
not  a  particular  disqualification  pot  ■ 
with  regard  to  pensions.      Eveiy  hsA 
case  of  that  kind  came  under  the  dii- 
qualifications  at  the  present  time.    Thev^ 
fore  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  nrgnmnifc 
was  not  against  this  pension  scheme^  but 
against  the  whole  system  of  outdoor  reU 
carrying  with  it  penalising  claom.    & 
was     assumed,    and     it     was     lif^y 
assumed     and    officially     acknowledgn 
by    the    Chancellor  of    the   Ezeheqwri 
that  the  whole  matter  waa  one  connaetsd 


426 


Old-Age 


{29  June   1908} 


Pensions  Bill, 


426 


by  the  continuance  of  the  sugar  tax 
which  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  had 
laid  before  his  followers  as  a  practical 
policy  to  provide  old-age  pensions  in  these 
eases,  the  proposal  would  still  present  great 
difficulties.  Speaking  as  one  who  had 
some  responsibility  for  Poor  Law  adminis- 
tration, he  held  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  accept  the  Amendment  before  the 
House  or  even  to  accept  it  in  an  enlarged 
form.  The  Amendment  merely  made  a 
distinction  between  indoor  and  outdoor 

Cuperism^  and  sought  to  raise  the  em- 
rgo  from  outdoor  pauperism.  It  should 
not  be  overlooked  that  various  methods 
of  relief  were  adopted  by  different  boards 
of  guardians  which  were  often  adjacent. 
Immediately  they  attempted  to  carry 
oat  this  proposal  a  larger  case  would 
naturally  arise  from  the  consideration 
of  the  condition  of  those  who  had 
heen  squeezed  into  the  workhouse  by 
«ome  particular  kind  of  policy  which 
refused  all  outdoor  relief,  as  distinguished 
from  those  boards  who  were  lax  in  out- 
door relief.  The  hon.  Member  had  sug- 
.gested  that  they  should  assist  the  new 
pension  system  by  subsidising  the  Poor 
Law  or  allowing  the  pension  authorities 
to  subsidise  the  Poor  Law. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  said  that  what  he 
stated  was  that  the  cost  to  the  public 
would  only  be  2s.  a  head  more  whether 
it  came  from  the  rates  or  from  the  taxes. 
His  point  was  that  only  2s.  was  te  be 
fonnd  out  of  public  money. 

♦Mr.  MASTERMAN  replied  that 
*•  public  money"  was  a  very  elastic 
definition.  If  they  assumed  that  all 
the  5s.  was  to  come  from  the  National 
Exchequer,  then  the  scheme  attained 
the  region  of  dreams,  because  they 
would  immediately  want  X2,700,000 
more,  and  although  the  Opposition 
were  prepared  to  allocate  the  sugar 
duty  for  this  purpose,  he  did  not 
believe  that  was  a  financial  proposi- 
tion which  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
Hoi&e  as  a  whole.  If  they  were  going  to 
allow  part  to  be  paid  by  the  Exchequer 
and  part  by  the  guardians  in  the  pro- 
portion of  3s.  to  2s.  that  would  be  a  system 
utterly  vicious  in  character,  going  behind 
the  1834  scheme,  and  a  system  which 
every  man  familiar  with  Poor  Law 
administration  would  undoubtedly  con- 
demn. If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were 
^ing  to  draw  from  the  local  authorities 


the  amount  which  they  now  gave  in 
outdoor  relief  and  hand  it  over  as  a  5/- 
peftsion,  then  it  would  be  impossible  to 
raise  that  question  without  raising  much 
larger  questions  of  local  finance  and  their 
relation  to  Imperial  finance.  Those 
questions  were  awaiting  solution  by 
some  modification  of  the  Poor  Law, 
which  pressed  severely  on  certain  districts 
and  very  lightly  on  others.  If  they 
transferred  this  as  an  Imperial  charge, 
then  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  that 
arrangement  under  an  old-age  pension 
scheme.  It  had  been  said  again  and 
again  in  the  debate  that  of  necessity  such 
a  proposal  must  mean  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. They  had  had  a  deliberate 
assertion  made  in  the  country  and  in  the 
House  that  immediately  after  the  Report 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  or  as  speedily 
as  legislation  could  be  devised,  not  only 
the  aged  poor,  but  the  whole  question  of 
the  Poor  Law  would  come  under  revision, 
and  the  promise  had  been  made  absolutely 
independently  of  the  introduction  of 
paupers  under  this  scheme.  The  argu- 
ment had  been  used  that  from  the  moment 
this  scheme  commenced  to  operate  there 
would  be  a  continual  tendency  towards 
the  transference  of  financial  obligations 
from  the  local  authorities  to  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  and  that  acting  automatically 
it  would  increase  every  year,  making  it 
impossible  for  Parliament  to  deal  with  the 
matter  as  a  whole.  Bat  they  had  the 
concession  made  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
which  had  been  welcomed  by  hon.  Members 
on  the  Ministerial  side,  that  instead  of 
leaving  it  in  the  vague  form  provided 
by  the  words  "until  Parliament  deter- 
mines," he  would  specifically  provide 
that  it  should  operate  down  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1910.  Realising  something 
of  the  intricacies  not  only  of  the  Poor 
Law  administration,  but  of  what  any 
large  change  in  the  Poor  Law  might 
mean  in  a  Bill  which  must  be  large  and 
intricate  in  its  character,  he  should  say 
that  even  if  that  obligation  were  not 
laid  down,  no  Party  in  the  House  would 
be  able  to  carry  out  the  scheme  in  very 
much  less  time  than  that.  lb  meant 
legislation  at  the  early  part  of  the  session 
of  the  year  after  next  if  it  was  to  be  in 
operation  by  December  1910.  That  pro- 
vision, he  thought,  ought  to  have 
commanded  some  other  recognition  than 
the  continual  criticism  to  which  it  had 
been  subjected,  because  it  was  proposing 
to    do    what  no  Committee    had    ever 
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recommended  before,  and  was  far  more 
liberal,  making  every  possible  kind  of 
restriction,  so  that  no  one  except  those 
who  were  really  paupers  in  the  true  and 
natural  sense  of  the  term  should  come 
under  these  disqualifications.  He 
thought  such  a  measure  deserved  more 
favourable  consideration  than  statements 
concerning  the  black  stain  of  the  Bill  or 
assertions  like  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester,  that  the  Bill  was  a  cruel 
arrangement  calculated  to  produce  more 
misery  and  loss  enjoyment.  He  could 
give  cases  by  the  dozen  of  those  who 
came  to  accept  Poor  Law  reMef  in  their 
old  age.  In  this  measure  they  provided 
for  cases  which  would  otherwise  not  be 
provided  for,  and  which  had  not  been 
provided  for  from  the  beginning  of  time 
until  this  Bill  came  into  operation.  This 
class  of  the  community  had  as  much  right 
to  serious  treatment  as  the  pauper  and 
he  admitted  that  that  class  of  case  had  up 
to  this  moment  been  absolutely  neglected. 
No  doubt  there  were  hard  cases  involving 
considerable  suffering  and  a  sense  of 
injustice  which  would  arise  during  the 
next  two  years  in  regard  to  those  who 
were  at  present  in  receipt  of  outdoor 
relief,  but  he  was  not  unhopeful  that  their 
case  might  be  alleviated  in  two  directions. 
There  was  first  the  possibility  that  as  the 
amount  of  obligation  upon  the  guardians 
decreased,  an  increasing  number,  not  of 
those  who  had  had  relief,  but  who  would 
have  had  relief — those  whom  his  right 
hon.  friend  described  as  persons  who 
were  ripening  for  relief — would  be  taken 
otF  the  guardians,  who  would  be  more 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the 
Order  of  August,  1900,  in  the  way  of 
making  more  adequate  the  relief  given 
to  those  who  at  present  were  receiving 
inadequate  relief,  and  therefore  not  the 
Excliequcr,  but  the  guardians  themselves 
would  have  less  liability  to  face  in  the 
future  in  providing  for  those  people.  An 
enormous  amount  of  money  at  the 
present  time  went  to  the  support  of  men 
and  women  just  in  order  to  keep  them 
off  the  rates.  There  were  charities, 
organised  and  unorganised,  from  which 
poor  people  received  small  subsidies, 
sometimes  less  than  five  shillings  a  week, 
in  order  that  they  should  not  become 
paupers.  The  State  took  over  these 
obligations,  and  he  thought  they  might 
not  be  without  hope  that  the  charitable 
public  would  not  be  less  generous,  and 
that  part  of  the  money  which  had  been 

Mr.  Masterman. 


subscribed    would    go    to    make    more 
satisfactory    the     lot     of     the    pauper 
population     if     the    pauper    popdation 
would  come  under   tne    control  of  the 
charities  whose  funds   were   now  to  be 
liberated.     It  was  easy  to  get  up  and 
make  passionate  appeals  to  the  House,  to 
readout  details  of  cases,  to  say  that  what 
was  proposed  was  in  accordance  with  tbe 
opinion  neither  of  the  Liberal  nor  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  and  to  claim  that  all 
these    people    should    be     inunediateij 
relieved.     The  Gk>Yernment  were  boond 
entirely  in  this  matter  by  the  limitationi 
imposed  upon  them.     He  spoke  not  for 
the  Treasury,  but  for  the  administratiTe 
department   of  the  Poor  Law.     It  vis 
evident      that       the       suggescion     ai 
to     the    beggarly    ^800,000    made  br 
'.  the      hon.     Member      for     iShropehin 
I  had  already  vanished,  and  the  demand 
;  was    for    nearly    £8,000,OuO.      In  the 
i  circumstances   he  thought    they  shoold 
I  be  content  with  what  they  were  getting 
I  without  making  extravagant  demanda. 

I    *Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 

\  Bordesley)  said  the   hon.    Member  had 

'  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Report  of 

I  the  Poor  Law  Commission  was  expected 

i  before  very  long,  and  that  they  shooid 

I  wait.     He  did  not  see  what  that  Beport 

I  had  to  do  with  the  question  they  wm 

I  discussing.     They  were  calling  attentiw 

'  to   the  cases  of  cruelty,  har&hiu  and 

'  injustice  which  would   arise    under  de 

proposal  in  the  Bill,  and  he  took  it  that 

his  hon.  friend  would  not  say  that  they 

I  should  be  influenced  in   ropird  to  that 

,  matter  by  any  Report     The  argmneiii 

,  had  been  continually  broufi^t   forwaid 

,  that  the  proposal  of    the   GovemmeBt 

i  would  induce  poor  people  to  avoid  comiag 

on  the  rates  so  as  to  qualify  for  btcon- 

I  ing  pensioners.     What  did  that  met&t 

It  meant  that  people  must  ooQtinue  ia  a 

\  state  of  suffering  tor  an  indefinite  time. 

!  But  starvation,  privation,  and  destitutioo 

!  could  not  wait.    There  was  not  onlv  the 

case  of  the  man  himself  to  he  conskunsdL 

[  but  there  was  the  wife  and  childreil.  *  He 

[  thought,  therefore,  that  argument  fell  to 

,  the  ground.     At  the  time  Lord  Aber 

'  dare's  Commission  sat  it  was  shown  id 

'  evidence  that  three  out  of  every  seven  per 

sons  of  the  age  of  sixty-five  were  panpon^ 

If  under  this  Bill  the  age-limit  was  fixed 

at    seventy,    a   still    uirger    nwnber  of 

persons  would  be  disqualified  unless  the 

'  Amendment,     or     something    like    iW 
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va«  adopted.  His  hon.  friend 
liad  said  that  the  local  committee 
flhoald  discriminate  as  to  character. 
He  was  somewhat  tired  of  hearing  of  the 
deserving  and  the  non-deserving,  the 
thrifty  and  the  non-thrifty.  If  those  who 
talked  in  that  way  would  realise  what 
was  meant  by  having  an  income  of  10s. 
or  12s.  a  week,  and  meeting  all  the 
charges  incidental  to  family  life,  they 
would  cease  to  talk  of  the  want  of 
thrift  with  regard  to  these  poor  people. 
The  local  committee  was  to  decide  who 
was  deserving.  That  was  a  task  which 
DO  human  being  could  undertake.  There 
were  thousands  of  men,  especially  in  the 
rural  districts,  who  had  carried  on  the 
l>attle  of  life  for  forty  or  fifty  years  and 
had  then,  through  ill-health  or  some  of 
the  other  incidents  of  the  fight,  broken 
down  in  spirits.  They  "threw  up  the 
sponge  "  and  fell  into  the  ranks  of  what 
were  called  the  undeserving.  If  the 
history  of  all  paupers  could  be  written,  it 
would  be  found  that  those  who  appeared 
to  be  undeserving  now  had  in  their  lives 
displayed  the  greatest  heroism.  He 
himself  would  omit  all  the  disqualifications 
from  the  Bill  If  the  Labour  Members 
were  true  to  their  order,  they  would 
insist  that  there  should  be  no  disqualifi- 
cations in  the  Bill  which  would  prevent 
it  man  who  was  in  need  from  receiving  an 
old-age  pension.  He  instanced  the  case 
of  a  poor  woman  seventy-two  years  of 
age — and  this  case  was  typical  of  tens  of 
thousands — who  was  a  model  of  industry 
and  trustworthiness.  Through  an  acci- 
dent she  was  incapacitated  for  all  work, 
and  since  then  she  bad  received 
.3s-  a  week  from  the  Poor  Law  guardians. 
That  sum  was  supplemented  by  friends 
who  knew  her.  She  would  be  treated  as 
an  undeserving  person  and  ruled  out 
with  regard  to  an  old-age  pension.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  those  who  had 
subscribed  to  friendly  societies  for  so 
many  years  should  have  that  fact 
accepted  as  proof  of  thrift  and  care. 
In  this  debate  hon.  Members  had 
shown  that  they  were  thinking  a  little 
too  much  of  the  population  in  the  great 
towns  where  the  conditions  were  alto- 
gether different  from  those  in  the  rural 
di'itricts.  His  own  experience  was  that  the 
lal)Ourersin  the  rural  districts  were  divided 
into  two  classes.  Those  of  the  first  class 
would  almost  starve  themselves  and  their 
children  in  order  that  they  might  save  a 
few   pounds  and  pay    6d.  a  week  to  a 


friendly  society.     That  did  not  affect  the 
proposition  of  his  hon.  friend. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  was  sorry 
to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  this  was  not  a  question  of  outdoor 
relief. 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said  he  was 
replying  to  what  his  hon.  friend  behind 
him  had  said.  The  question  of  money 
was  important,  but  he  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  meet  the  case 
at  once.  It  lay  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  whether  or  not  this 
great  act  of  injustice  and  cruelty  should 
be  inflicted  on  such  a  large  number  of 
persons.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  had  said  that  a  contributory 
system  would  rule  out  all  paupers.  That 
was  not  quite  true.  He  was  not  in  favour 
of  a  contributory  system  because  of  its 
impossibility,  but  the  old  paupers  could 
be  provided  for  by  special  means.  He 
was  sorry  to  hear  his  hon.  friend  throw 
those  poor  people  on  casual  charity, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  forth- 
coming. That  was  not  a  satis- 
factory answer.  The  fact  was  that  there 
was  no  middle  course ;  the  Government 
must  either  accept  this  Amendment  or 
refuse  it.  To  give  a  promise  of  further 
legislation  in  two  years  time  would  not 
meet  the  case.  He  sympathised  with 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his 
difficulty  with  regard  to  money,  but  they 
had  such  faith  in  his  resources  that  he 
had  no  doubt  he  would  be  able  to  over- 
come that  difficulty.  At  any  rate  it  was 
worth  trying ;  and  if  he  would  make  this 
alteration  he  would  improve  the  Bill,  and 
make  it  understood  by  the  great  mass  of 
the  poor  people. 

*SiRCHARLESW.DILKE(Gloucester. 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  the  debate 
had  been  intensely  interesting  to  all  those 
who  had  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  administration  of  relief  under  the 
Poor  Law;  but  curiously  enough  the 
most  important  argument  against  the 
Amendment  had  only  been  used  by 
one  of  the  last  speakers,  viz.  :  the 
extraordinary  inequality  of  the  financial 
operation.  That  could  not  be  denied 
for  a  moment.  In  some  parts  of 
England,  and  in  Ireland  there  was  one 
kind  of  discrimination  between  indoor 
and  outdoor  relief;  whereas  else- 
where an  absolutely  different  principle 
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prevailed.  The  very  cruelty  of  this  dis- 
crimination was  a  ground  for  refusing 
to  support  any  of  the  limited  proposals 
that  had  been  brought  before  the  House. 
Many  hon.  Members  had  been  asked 
over  and  over  again  to  put  their  names 
on  the  back  of  a  Bill,  but  had  refused  on 
account  of  the  discrimination,  and  they 
said  that  they  could  only  support  a 
universal  scheme.  The  House  hardly 
realised  the  extreme  cruelty  that  would 
now  be  involved  for  the  first  time.  Hon. 
Members  talked  about  the  stigma 
connected  with  Poor  Law  relief.  In 
some  parishes  there  might  be  a  stigma, 
but  taking  the  rural  districts  generally 
there  was  no  stigma.  The  people  did 
not  know  who  received  poor  relief. 
When  the  revising  barrister  was  con- 
sidering the  Parliamentary  electors  list 
names  were  handed  in  surreptitiously, 
and  names  struck  off  in  a  whispered 
fashion.  A  case  had  been  mentioned  of 
a  man  whose  wife  had  received  the  price 
of  a  coffin  for  his  child  from  the  ])oard 
of  guardians.  Now,  for  the  first  time, 
a  stigma  would  be  imposed.  One  would 
be  taken  and  the  other  left.  Everybody 
would  know ;  the  man  would  be  pointed  at 
because  his  wife  had  accepted  the  price  of  a 
coffin,  and  that  that  was  why  he  was 
struck  off  the  list.  There  were  now 
cases  where  certain  relief  would  be  given 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  causing 
disqualification.  The  man  would  in 
future  be  placed  in  the  position  of  a 
criminal.  There  was  a  balance  of  argu- 
ment between  the  financial  difficulties  in 
the  way  and  accepting  this  crude  dis- 
tinction involving  real  cruelty  in 
discrimination. 

*Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  said 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment  Board  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
angry  with  certain  hon.  Members  who 
supported  the  Amendment,  and  said  that 
the  Government  had  been  charged  with 
deliberate  cruelty.  Of  course,  that  was 
not  so.  For  himself  he  wanted  to  say 
that  the  distinction  between  paupers  and 
other  poor  people  was  entirely  unreal. 
In  many  country  districts  there  were 
numerous  people  who  received  outdoor 
relief  from  time  to  time,  but  who  for  the 
greater  pirt  of  their  lives  were  rate- 
payers. They  struggled  on  year  after 
year,  but  when  a  bad  season  came,  or  a 
death  in  the  family  occurred,  they  were 
forced  to  ask  for  temporary  relief. 
.<'.>  Charles  W,  Dilke, 


He     was    entirely     against     any    dis- 
qualification of   paupers    of   that  kind; 
and  he  was  afraid  that   as  the  (joverih 
ment  had  not  held  out  any  modifiettion 
of  their  scheme  in  this  respect,  he  and 
those  who  agreed  with   him   would  be 
forced  to  support  the  Amendment.    The 
Government    had    not    given  suffident 
weight  to  the  arguments  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  had  pointed  out  the  extreme  un- 
fairness of  attaching  this  disqualificatkn 
at  all.     But  if  it  was  to  be  maintained, 
notice  of    the  disqualification  ought  to 
be     given;     and     he      was     extremehr 
disappointed  that  the   Government  had 
not  seen  their  way  to  accept  one  of  the 
Amendments  extending  either  to  the  end 
of  the  year  or  to  a  later  period  the  point 
of    time    at    which   the   disqualification 
would  begin  to  operate.     He  hoped  the 
Government  would  even  yet  see  their  waj 
to  accept  that  before  the  closure  came  into 
play.     If,  however,  the  Government  wcie 
not  able  to  yield  on  one  or  other  of  tbeie 
points  he  trusted  that,  at  least,  they  wonhi 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the   right  hon. 
Member  for  South  Dublin.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  an  appeal  to  the 
Government    that    if    they    would   not 
abandon  the  disqualification  of  pauperim 
as  such,  and  if  they  were  unwilluig  to 
change  the  date  in  the  Bill,  that  they 
should  in  some  way  make  it  clear  that  the 
only  people  to  be  disqualified  would  he 
those  who  were  more  or  less  permaneDi 
paupers.     There  had  not  been  a  sinde 
won!  said  in    the   debate    that    nomd 
justify  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Bill  to  those  peraooe 
who  for  a  few  weeks  or  days  in  timee  of 
great  stress  had  since   the  Ist  Janoaiy 
received  some  outdoor  relief. 

Sir  F.  BANBUBY  said  that  as  he 
proposed  to  vote  with  the  Goven- 
ment  on  this  Amendment  he  would 
sive  shortly  his  reasons  for  so  dcMUg. 
It  was  not  because  he  was  in  favoor  of 
the  Government  or  thought  the  Bill  was 
a  good  one,  but  because  he  foresaw  that 
if  the  Committee  continued  to  make 
alterations  to  meet  hard  cases  they  woold 
soon  be  pledged  to  an  expenditure  of 
something  Uke  £15,000,000.  Fint  thsy 
lost  £100,000  on  the  sliding  scale  uA 
then  £350,000  on  aged  married  coafdea^ 
and  now  they  were  asked  to  lose  a  foraier 
£2,500,000  *on  outdoor  paupen.  The 
case  of  indoor  relief  was  just  as  hard. 
In  one  district  in  London  which  he  kner. 
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no  outdoor  relief  was  given,  and  people 
struggled  along  without  until  they  were 
driven  to  go  indoors.  The  Amendmenc 
was  only  another  nail  in  the  coffin  of  the 
Bill,  because  if  they  went  on  as  they 
had  been  going  every  time  there  was  a 
hard  case,  they  would  say  ^*  This  is  a  hard 
oase  and  we  must  find  money  from  some 
unknown  quarter  and  meet  it/'  Under 
those  circumstances  he  should  support 
the  Oovemment.  Later  on  he  would 
move  to  leave  out  the  woi*ds  1910.  He 
was  not  in  favour  of  putting  off  the  evil 
cUy  but  of  grasping  the  nettle  at  once. 
The  real  fact  was  they  could  not  afford 
the  money,  and  therefore,  they  had  better 
drop  all  this  clap-trap  of  humanitarism. 
He  would  not  support  the  Amendment 
because  they  could  not  afford  the  money, 
and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gang- 
way wished  to  include  all  these  cases 
they  should  either  have  insisted  on  a 
contributory  scheme  or  have  come  for- 
ward and  said  they  would  not  accept  any 
scheme  which  had  any  qualification  in  it 
at  all. 

Mr.   price  said  there  was  no  part 
of   the   Bill   that  so  much  appealed  to 
the    country    generally    and    the    agri- 
cultural   districts  in   particular   as  this 
clause.     On  the  face  of  it  the  Bill  was  to 
relieve  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  and  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  outside  the  poorhouse 
were  those  in  receipt  of  outdoor  relief. 
'Hie  Committee  must  not  forget  also  that 
those  in  receipt  of  that  relief  had  had 
tho  greatest  struggle  to  live  before  they 
accepted  it.     Let  Members  contrast  two  I 
cases  with  which  he  was  familiar.     One 
was  the  case  of  a  dressmaker,  who  had 
for  many  years  struggled  to  keep  herself 
out  of  the  poor  house,  but  who  at  last 
had  to  apply  for  outdoor  relief  and  now  t 
was  in  receipt  of  2s.  6d.  a  week.     The 
other    was    the     case    of    a    man    who 
bad   built  himself  a  house  in   which  he  j 
lived  rent  free  and  apart  from  which  he 
had  an  income  of  €/-  a  week.     That  man  I 
would  get  ^  pension ;  the  poor  seamstress  ' 
would   not.     Such  a  thing  as  that  was  ! 
going  to  create  grave  discontent  through-  ! 
out  the  country,  and  therefore  he  hoped  i 
the    right    hon.   Gentleman  would    still 
be     able     to     do     something     in     this 
matter.     With    regard    to   the   Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Alember  for  Shropshire, 
to  make  up  the  amount  received  from  the 
local  authorities  in  the  way  of  outdoor 
relief  to  5/-,  he  thought  it  would  be  a 


great  mistake  to  supplement  the  amount 
these  people  got.  The  better  way  would 
be  for  the  whole  amount  to  be  given  by 
the  Exchequer  and  the  amount  now  given 
by  the  locality  deducted  as  it  easily 
might  from  the  grant  in  relief  of  local  rates. 
He  also  thought  that  to  put  the  date 
1910  into  the  Bill  would  cause  grave  dis- 
appointment to  a  great  many  people,  be- 
oauseitmust  be  remembered  that  the  people 
affected  were  seventy  and  over  and  many 
would  not  live  the  extra  two  years. 
It  was  because  such  hardships  would  be 
felt  that  he  trusted  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  even  now  find 
some  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  He  wad 
quite  certain  that  the  expenditure  could 
be  met.  He  believed  the  Estimates  on 
which  the  Budget  was  based  were  too 
conservative.  That  had  always  been  the 
case  in  the  past  and  far  larger  surpluses 
had  been  realised  than  was  estimated  aiM 
he  believed  this  year  it  would  be  the  same. 

♦Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich) 
thought  the  Government  must  now 
realise  that  their  attitude  on  this 
question  was  absolutely  indefensible. 
They  had  hardly  found  one  champion  for 
the  maintenance  of  this  disability  from 
any  quarter  of  the  House.  If  he  had  been 
in  doubt  before  as  to  how  he  should  record 
his  vote  the  mere  fact  that  the  Government 
had  converted  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member*  for  the  City  of  London 
would  have  certainly  decided  the 
question.  The  chief  point  made  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  that  the  Poor  Law  Commission 
was  sitting  and  that  before  dealing  with 
this  matter  it  was  necessary  to  wait  for 
their  Report,  because  out  of  the  Report 
would  be  found  the  necessity  for  re- 
adjusting the  financial  relations  between 
the  State  and  the  localities.  If  there  was 
an  insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
dealing  with  this  case  it  must  have  been 
also  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  question  when  the  Chancellor 
offered  this  as  an  alternative  to  the  con- 
cession made  to  aged  couples,  but  it  was 
not.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  that  the 
Labour  Party  must  be  a  powerful  factor 
in  this  case.  If  they  were  as  powerful 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  believed  them  to 
be  they  would  remove  at  once  this  dis- 
ability. He  was,  however,  afraid  that  on 
this  occasion  their  power  had  been  over- 
rated.   They  could  neither  compel  nor 
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induce  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  change  his  view,  but  considerable 
hardship  would  be  caused  by  the  retention 
of  this  disability.  He  had  received  notice 
of  a  case  only  this  week  in  his  own  con- 
stituency, a  man  of  seventy-four  years 
of  age,  a  sober,  industrious,  and  respect- 
able man  who  had  worked  all  his  life  until 
the  early  part  of  this  year.  His  wife  was 
then  taken  ill,  and,  not  being  able  to  afford 
a  professional  nurse,  this  old  man  left  his 
work  to  nurse  his  wife.  Before  many 
weeks  had  passed,  owing  to  his  being 
unable  to  earn  wages,  he  had  to  accept 
outdoor  relief.  Ultimately  his  wife  died 
and  he  resumed  work,  but,  by  this  Bill,  be- 
cause of  his  hard  circumstances,  he  was  to 
be  stigmatised  as  a  pauper  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  The  retention  of  this  disability 
practically  destroyed  the  whole  value  of 
the  Bill  to  large  numbers  of  the  rural 
population.  Only  this  week  the  statistics 
were  placed  in  his  hand  of  a  parish  in 
which  a  reverend  friend  of  his  ministered. 
It  was  a  village  in  Norfolk,  of  345  inhabit- 
ants. Ten  of  the  inhabitants  were  over 
seventy  but  seven  out  of  the  ten  had 
received  outdoor  relief  and  were  there- 
fore disqualified  under  this  Bill.  Two 
others  failed  before  the  income  test,  and 
it  was  feared  that  the  remaining  one 
would  be  unable  to  survive  the  in- 
quisitorial tests  of  the  measure.  There- 
fore, in  this  one  Norfolk  village,  the 
whole  of  the  people  qualified  by  age  for 
the  pension  were  disiiualified  because  of 
the  differentiation  and  discrimination 
made  under  this  particular  clause  of  the 
measure.  The  reverend  gentleman,  who 
was  at  any  rate  in  a  position  to  know  the 
circumstances,  had  assured  him  that  the 
whole  of  these  old  people  had  spent 
industrious  lives,  but  the  fact  of  their 
having  been  unable  to  keep  off  poor 
law  relief  until  they  attained  the  age  of 
seventy  deprived  them  of  the  pension 
under  the  Bill,  and  certainly  marked  them 


off  as  paupers  for  the  remaixideT  of  ths 
lives.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  levernl 
gentleman  he  had  made  dose  inqim; 
into  the  earlier  history  of  these  men,  ad 
in  two  or  three  instances  he  hsd  fooid 
that  whilst  they  were  bringing  up  tkv 
family,  and  adding  to  the  wealth  oi 
productivity  of  the  nation,  they  bad  ti>e» 
tribute  Is.  a  week  towards  the  iDaintflUM 
of  their  aged  parents.  He  was  hopifal, 
of  course,  that  this  enforced  levy  wooU 
be  removed  as  the  result  of  the  Poor  hn 
Commission's  inquiry,  but  he  desired  to 
emphasise  the  fact  that  these  people  hid 
been  worthy  citizens.  When  at  wo^ 
probably  they  had  not  received  morethB 
12s.  a  week,  and,  while  bringing  m  i 
small  family  on  that  sum,  they  hitf 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  thek 
aged  parents.  Therefore,  they  had  ben 
unable  in  any  way  to  make  provirioQ  iv 
their  old  age;  yet,  because  they  had H 
length  to  come  upon  Poor  Law  idU 
before  reaching  the  statutory  sge  i 
seventy,  they  were  debarred  from  any  si 
the  benefits  given  under  the  provisiowd 
this  Bill.  Under  the  circumstaneai^ 
although  his  hon  friend  the  Member  for 
Leicester  had  stated  that  the  Liho« 
members  did  not  like  the  Amendment  ■ 
the  form  in  which  it  had  been  submittai 
nevertheless,  as  the  discussion  had  isnpd 
over  the  whole  principle  involved,  i 
was  the  intention  of  those  assoditod 
with  him  to  follow  the  mover  of  thi 
Amendment  into  the  lobby. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  rose  in  Ui 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  tb 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  <<  That  the  Question  he 

now  put." 

The  Committee  divided:  Ayes,  317; 
Noes,  94.     (Division  List  No.  141.) 


Abraliain,  Willitim  (( Vk,  N.E.) 
Aclantl,  Francis  Dyke 
Alden.  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Aclancl  (Christehurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Arnistronj;,  W.  (\  Heaton 
As^piith.Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astlmry,  .John  Meir 
Bilker.  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Balfour.  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  ( knlfrey  (Isle  of  Wii^ht) 
Barker,  John 

Mr.  George  Roberts. 


AYES. 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
!  Barlow.  Percy  (Bedford) 
I  Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Barrv.  Redmond  J. (Tyrone, N.) 
,  Beale,  W.  P. 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlvon 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

B?rridge,  T.  H.  D. 


I  Bertram,  Julius 

I  Bethell,SirJ.H.<E8aex3oBM 

,  Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,       ■ 

I  Birrell,  Bt.  Hon. 

;  Black,  Arthur  W. 

,  Boland,  John 

I  Bowerman,  C.  W. 

'  Brace,  \^Uiam 

j  Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

j  Branch,  James 

j  Brocklehnrst,  W.  B. 

I  Brooke,  Stopfocd 


437 


Bnuuwr,  J.  F.  L.(Lanc8., Leigh) 
firyce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burke,  £.  Haviland-  i 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  ' 

Baxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles  | 
Biyles,  William  Pollard  i 

Ciuiieron,  Robert  | 

CauT-Gomm,  H.  W.  ' 

Cku8ton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight  ! 
Chance,  FrederickjWilliam 
CSianning,  Sir  Francis  Allston     ! 
Cbeetham,  John  Frederick 
Cberry,  Rt,  Hon.  R.  R.  | 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S.  I 
deUnd,  J.  W.  I 

Clough,  William 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (LAmbeth) 
Oi>llin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancra8,W 
Corl>ett,C.  H(Su88ex,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 
Orean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Orosfield,  A.  H. 
Chrossley,  William  J. 
BalzieU  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion)    i 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,  Arthur  ('Edinburgh,  S.) 
JKckinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancras,N  I 
Dillon,  John 

I>nckworth,  James  | 

I>uncan,C.  (Barrow-in-Furness)  • 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne)    | 
Dunne,MajorE.Martin( Walsall  | 
Edwards,  Clement  (DenbigV 
Elibank,  Master  of 
&8kine,  David  C.  I 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T.  . 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Find  lay,  Alexander  ; 

Flynn,  James  Christopher  I 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter        j 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F.  | 

FuUerton,  Hugh  I 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow)  •    I 

Gill,  A.  H.  ! 

Gladstone.Rt.Hn  Herbert  John  ' 
Glover,  Thomas  i 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Goooh.  (Jeorge  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grev,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,Rt  Hn  Sir  W.Brampton 
Gw>-nn,  Stephen  Lucius  ; 

Haidane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B.    i 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Han'oiu-t,Rt.Hn.L,(Ros8endale  | 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil  I 
Hardy,  George  A.'^(Suffolk)         | 
Hart-Davies,  T.  ' 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale)       ' 


Old-Age  {29  June  1908} 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeeri,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  (>)1.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobhouse,  (Carles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hope,W.Bateman(Somerset,N. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  C^larendon 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,William(Camarvon8hire) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb, Edmund  G.(  Leominster) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,A.Levy  (Essex,  Harwich) 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lloyd-CJeorge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  (Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,  S. ) 

Mac Veigh, (Thar les  (Donegal,E.) 

M*Callum,  John  M. 

M*Oae,  Oorge 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

McLaren.  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,  G.Ooy  don  (Launceston) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry] 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Menzies,  Walter 


Pen9ion$  Bill. 
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Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Montagu,  Hon.  £.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Clomwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Muldoon,  John 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Murray,Capt.  Hn.  A.  C.(Kincard) 

Murray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Doncast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

0'Kelly,James  (Roscommon,N 

0*Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax; 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Philipps,Ck)l.  Ivor  (S*thampton) 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V, 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Price,Robert  John  (Norfolk,E. ) 

PuUar,  Sir  Robert 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy,  A.  Holland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richardson,  A, 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,  Sir  C.E. (Manchester) 

Scott,A.H.(Ashton.under.Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 


439 


Old'Age 


Sliipnian,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S) 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart -Smith.  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliflfe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 


{COMMONS} 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan.E.) 

Thomas.David  Alfred  (Merthyr 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Thome,  G.  R.(  Wolverhampton) 

Tillett,  Louis  John 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Vre,  Alexander 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henrv 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walton,  Joseph 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  "Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  C'ourtenay  T. 

Wason,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmaxman 

Wason,  John  rathcart(Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 


Pensions  BUI. 


44 


Wliite,  Sir  Georgv  {Norfolk- 
^\liite.  J.  D.  (DambiTtouhin 
White,  Patrick  (Meath.  !M 
^^liitehead,  RowUnd 
Whitley-,  John  Henry  (Haian 
Wniittaicer.  Sir  Thoau  Phla 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  LlewelyniCwmoik 
William««  Osmond  (3ifTi<nfd 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Waltcn 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (BbUT 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (MiddiMM 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WorcestenkJ 
Wilson,  P-  W.  (St.  PkBoikS 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (WestboDi^ 
Winfrev,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

TBLJ.XBS    FOR  TBI  1TB-1 

Joseph  Pease  and  MuIbi 
Elibank. 


Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubre3'-Fletcher,Rt.Hon.SirH. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfour,RtHn.A'.J.(City  Lond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J/H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavo,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R. (Mary lebone.  E.) 
ChamberlAin,RtHn.J.A.(Worc. 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates, Major  E.  F.(Lewisham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thow.  H.  A.  E. 
Collings,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Do\ni,E.) 
Cross,  Alexander 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros.  Arthur  Philip 
Dum'anRobert(T^na  rk.CJovnn 
Fa  her,  George  Denison  (York) 


NOES. 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  W'illiam 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gooch. Henry  Cubit t(Peckham) 

Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton.  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Haddock,  George  B. 

Hardy,  Laurence(Kent,AshPrd 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

Helmsley.  Viscount 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hofw,  James  Fitzalan(  Sheffield) 

Houston,  Rol>ert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Joynson-Hicks,  William 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

King.Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 

Lane-Fox,  (i.  R. 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 

Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt..Col.A.R. 

Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S.) 

Lonsdale,  John  Bro^uilee 

Lowe.  Sir  Francis  William 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 

M'Arthur,  Charles 

M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Middlemore.John  Throgmorton 

Mi  Id  may,  Francis  Bingham 

Moore,  William 


Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison- Be  11.  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(r 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Tcma 
Pea8e,HerbertPike(Dailii^ 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Shan 
Rawlinson,  John  fVedniaft 
Remnant,  James  Farqnhni 
Roberts,  S.  (SheffieUUEodid 
Rutherford,  John  (T  sni  iiWi 
Sheffield,Sir  BerkelerGeafel 
Smith, Abel  H.(HertWfi« 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool,Wihi 
Stanier,  Seville 
Stanley,  Hn.  ArthmtOmtf 
SUrkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  {Stai 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (ChichHter; 
Thomson,  W.MitchelMLiBak 
Thornton,  Ptrcy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John*BattT 
Walker,  CoLW.H.  (fsiifwMi 
Walrond,  Hon.  Li<»iel 
W  arde,  CoL  C.  E.  (Kc9it,K« 
WiUoughby  de  Eresby.  IM 
Younger,  George 

Tbllxbs  fob  the  Nob-S 
Alexander  Acland-Hooc  m 
Viscount  Valentia. 


Question  put  accordingly,  '*  That  the 
word  *  indoor'  be  there  inserted  in  the 
proposed  Amendment." 


The  Comnri'toD  divkleJ  :  Ayes,  143 
Noes,  257.     (Division  List  Xa '  141) 


Abraham, William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Aclan(l-Hood,RtHn.Sir  Alex.F 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Au  bre  y-  Flc  tcher,Rt .  Hon.  SirH. 

Balcarres,  Ix)rd 

Baldwin,  Stanley 


AYES. 

Balfour,RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banner,  John  vS.  Harmood- 
Barry,  E.  (Cork.  S.) 
Bethell.SirJ.H.(E88ex.Romfrd 
Boland,  John 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 


Brace,  William 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Bull,  Sir  William  Jj 
Biurke,  E.  Havilud' 
Butcher,  Samuel  __ 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J. 


Old-Age 

e,  E.  Hildred 

George 

Evel3m  (Aston  Mnnor) 

Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
iberlain,RtHn.J.A.(\Vor.) 
id,  J.  W. 
,  Pfercy  Archer 
«,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
•ane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
igB,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
hope,  G.  Loyd 
.Captain  Jame8(Down,£.) 
,  Alexander 
''mple.  Viscount 
a,  John 

las,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
ro8,  Arthur  Philip 
an,  C.(  Barrow-in-Furness) 
an,  Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
r,  George  Denison  (York) 
Arthur 

1.  James  Christopher 
cr,  Henry  William 
aer,  Emeet 

I,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  WestJ 
A.  H. 

er,  Thomas 
iing,  Edward  Alfred 
:on,  John 

in,  Stephen  Lucius 
lock,  George  B. 

Frederick 
In,  J. 

ie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
y,  Laurence(Kent,A8hf'rd 
iBon-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Jton,  Richard 
laley,  Viscount 
Icrson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Sir  Clement 
,  J.  W. 
je,  John 
.n,  Michael 


{29  June  1908} 

Hope.James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jenkins,  J. 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joynson- Hicks,  W^iliiam 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Lamb,Edmund  G.(  Leominster) 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Law,  Hujjh  A.  (D'  negal,  W.) 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(  Dublin,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lundon,  W. 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah  (Down,  S.) 
MacVeigh,  Charles( Donegal,  E.) 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Meagher,  Michael 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Moore,  William 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Muldoon,  John 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 

0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 


Pensions  Bill. 
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Pea8e,Herhert  Pike(  Darlington 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Richardson,  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 

Sheffield,Sir  BerkeleyGeorge  D. 

Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 

Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool, Walton). 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,S.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Stanier,  Beville 

Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur(  Or  mskirk  } 

Starkey,  John  R. 

Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  £. 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Thomson, W.  Mitchell-(Lanark) 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Walker,  Col.W.H.  (Lancashire) 

Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 

Wardle,  George  J. 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Younger,  George 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes — ^Mr» 
Bridgeman  and  Mr.  Lane- 
Fox. 


id,  Francis  Dyke 

Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 

,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 

,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

trong,  W.  C.  Heat  on 

ith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

nry,  John  Meir 

r.  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

►ur,  Robert  (Lanark) 

tury.  Sir  Frederick  George 

ig,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

er,  John 

)w.  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

)w,  Percy  (Bedford) 

V,  Redmond  J.(Tvrone,N.) 

N  W.  P. 

champ,  E. 

mont,  Hon.  Hubert 

,  A.  Cecil 

irs.  Carlvon 

i,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo) 

ett,  E.  X. 

dge,  T.  H.  D. 

-am,  Julius 

ell,  T,  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

»11,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 


NOES. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.  F.  L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Clough,  William 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 
Corbett,C  H  (Sussex, E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S.  . 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Cox,  Harold 
Crean,  Eugene 


Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.> 
Di(kinson,W.  H.(St.Pancras,N, 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major  E. Mart in(  Walsall 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Find  lay,  Alexandei 
Foster,'  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
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^hese  teally  were  a  most 
(88.  At  the  time  they  joined 
y  societies  the  Foresters,  the 
and  the  other  big  societies 
one  into  the  villages  at 
rieoltural  la1)ourers  had  no 
iMng  into  the  towns  where 
liave  been  friendly  societies 
'b  had  three  specific  cases 
red  attention.  There  was 
:  Albert  Smith,  who  was 
^ears  of  age,  had  for  fifty 
ed  to  a  friendly  society  which 
defunct  six  months  ago,  had 
Uy  ceased  to  belong  to  any 
ietj,  and  had  had  to  receive 
die!  and  so  become'  totally 
under  the  Bill.  There  was  ! 
another  man,  James  Giles,  ' 
inety-two  years  of  age,  and 
ed  a  member  of  a  friendly 
ng  as  it  existed,  which  was 
or  four  years  ago.  He  was 
11  he  was  over  seventy-six 
,  and  then  could  not  get  any 
be  worked  until  eighty  six 
»  and  had  since  received 
lief.     He    had    brought    up 

children,  providing  the 
QMnunition  for  the  service 
untry,  and  he  had  in 
pen  to  him  qualified  himself  | 
saerved  pension  in  old  age. 
cmother  case,  George  Sains- , 
line  years  of  age.  He  also 
pears  belonged  to  a  friendly 
^h  within  the  last  twelve 
3  broken  up ;  he  had 
had  to  take  poor  law  relief, 
Kjualified  for  receiving  any 
^at  he  desired  was  that  some 
would  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
^iee  who  were  distributing 
9,  that  they  might  inquire 
ees,  so  that  where  people  had 
rift  in  the  only  possible  way 
m,  relief  might  be  given  to 
hey  should  not  be  deprived 
►ion  which  was  going  to  be 
>ther8  simply  because  1st 
a  inserted  in  the  Bill.  The 
to  the  Local  Government 
lluded  to  the  disqualifications 
1  Pensioners  Bill.  In  every 
Bills  brought  forward  extra- 
rcumstances  were  to  be  dealt 
5ally  in  each  case.  He  could 
d  any  circumstances  which 
e    in    that    category    more 

those  of  the  character  quoted 


— men  who  as  long  as  ft  was  possible 
continuously  subscribed  to  a  friendly 
society.  Every  one  of  these  cases  could 
have  been  dealt  with  under  that  Bill. 
He  appealed  most  earnestly  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  even  if  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment,  that  he  would 

five  an  undertaking  that  he  would  in 
is  own  Resolution  on  the  Paper 
introduce  some  words  giving  the 
committee  some  discretion  to  deal  with 
these  cases  and  not  absolutely  to  exclude 
them  from  any  possible  participation 
All  these  people  had  exercised  thrift  in 
joining  the  only  societies  open  to  them 
when  they  were  young  men.  When  the 
societies  broke  they  were  too  old 
to  get  admission  into  substantial 
societies  like  the  Oddfellows  or  Foresters. 
It  was  only  to  save  time  that  he  did 
not  quote  several  other  cases  of  hard- 
ship that  were  known  to  him. 
Without  some  amendment  the  Bill 
would  inflict  much  wrong  in  many 
villages.  Take  the  case  in  Norfolk, 
where  there  were  thirteen  old  people 
over  seventy  years  of  age  in  a 
village  where  the  population  was  only 
350,  and  only  one  of  those  was  in  any 
way  a  possible  candidate  for  an  old-age 
pension,  and  his  prospects  were  doubt- 
ful. At  least  ten  had  received  outdoor 
relief,  so  were  disqualified,  and  two  had 
means.  Surely  it  could  not  be  argued  that 
such  cases  as  those  ought  not  to  be  dealt 
with  under  this  Bill.  He  hoped  that  if 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  accept  his  Amendment  he  would  at 
least  insert  some  words  which  would 
meet  his  point,  otherwise  he  would  have 
to  press  his  Amendment  to  a  division. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  2,  line  11,  after  the  word  '  relief,'^ 
to  insert  the  words  *  owing  to  improvidence.'  '* 
— (Jtfr.  Ooulding.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted."  * 

Mr.  'LLOYD  GEORGE  regretted 
that  an  Amendment  of  so  much 
importance  was  not  on  the  Paper. 
It  raised  the  very  issue  which  the 
Poor  Law  Commission  was  appointed 
to  report  upon — as  to  how  they  were  to 
differentiate  between  the  deserving  and 
the  undeserving  poor.  It  was  generally 
accepted  by  both  parties  that  legislation 
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must  be  brought  in  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion at  an  early  date.  He  had  already  given 
an  undertaking  that  the  very  point  which 
the  hon.  Member  had  raised  should  be 
attended  to  probably  next  year.  But 
he  could  not  now  at  once  set  up  the 
proper  machinery  for  winnowin  the 
chaff  from  the  wheat,  and  any  sweeping 
and  far-reaching  Amendment  of  this 
kind  was  beyond  the  conception  of  the 
Bill  as  drawn.  They  must  wait  until 
they  had  the  recommendations  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commission.  He  could  not 
at  once  improvise  the  machinery  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  operation  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  kind,  and  he  could  not 
promise  to  introduce  any  form  of 
words  which  would  deal  with  such 
a  vast  problem.  They  would  prob- 
ably find  some  150,000  cases  of  poor 
old  people  who  had  kept  off  the  Poor 
Law  as  long  as  they  possibly  could. 
These  were  people  who  must  eventually 
-come  into  the  pension  scheme,  but  before 
they  did  there  must  be  machinery  for 
separating  the  deserving  and  imdeserv- 
ing,  and  ifor  readjusting  the  relations  of 
local  and  Imperial  finance.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Ashford  had  suggested  that 
the  contributions  should  be  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  parts  local  to  two  parts 
feom  Imperial  sources.  The  Imperial 
Exchequer  could  not  accept  the  whole 
of  this  burden,  while  at  the  same  time 
relieving  local  taxation  to  the  extent  of 
£3,500,000.  He  was  really  sorry,  but 
he  could  not  see  his  way  to  meet  the  hon . 
Member  for  Worcester. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was 
afraid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
owing  to  want  of  proper  notice,  did  not 
fully  apprehend  what  his  hon.  friend 
desired  by  his  Amendment.  The  words 
suggested  would  open  up  a  wide  field  of 
inquiry  and  might  be  held  to  meet  all 
those  cases  of  the  deserving  poo^.  The*c 
would  be  a  large  number  of  cases  in  the 
rural  districts  where  people  had  made 
every  effort  to  maintain  themselves. 
His  hon.  friend  had  given  a  case  where  for 
fifty  years  a  man  had  subscribed  to  the 
village  club  and  then  when  he  was  seventy 
the  club  broke,  and  the  man  had  to  go 
upon  the  Poor  Law.  The  break-ing  of 
village  clubs  not  only  made  it  difficult 
for  the  victims,  but  it  made  it  almost 
impossible  for  a  time  to  get  men  to  join 

Mr,  Lloyd-George* 


friendly  societies.  The  C!hAnceIk»  oi 
the  Exchequer  was  throwing  %  vm 
difficult  and  invidious  duty  upon  tk 
pension  committees.  He  thought  it  wodd 
be  very  difficult  under  the  Bill  to  find 
men  suited  to  the  work  which  tkej 
would  be  called  upon  to  dischaige  « 
those  committees.  If  they  had  to  dol 
with  cases  of  the  kind  mentioned,  k 
doubted  whether  it  would  be  posaiUe  to 
find  a  competent  conunittee  in  saj 
village  in  the  country.  Many  yen 
ago  he  made  an  exhaustive  inqnizjinto 
the  case  of  village  clubs,  thmr  tkt 
position,  the  number  that  had  come  to 
grief  and  those  which  were  likely  to  eont 
to  grief,  and  he  put  a  scheme  before  di 
late  Mr.  Goschen,  who  was  then  Oha- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Since  tka 
many  of  those  village  clubs  lul 
disappeared  and  left  their  membos 
stranded.  That  had  for  a  time  a  dji- 
couraging  efEect  upon  men  joining 
friendly  societies.  Those  men  who  wn 
strande*d  in  the  villages  had  not  oolf 
suffered  severely,  but  they  had  been  tb 
cause  of  a  good  many  of  their  neighbom 
not  showing  the  foresight  dupkjed 
by  those  who  joined  friendly  sodedflt 
The  numbers  were  not  great,  and  tiuf 
were  decreasing  year  hy  year.  It  wooB 
be  extremely  ^fficult  to  enforce  tUi 
invidious  distinction  against  those  who  hi 
not  only  done  nothing  wrong,  but  kd 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  profili 
against  the  day  of  distress. 

Lord  E.  CECIL  expressed  the  hops 
that  the  Government  would  acoept 
the  Amendment,  not  perhaps  in  tbi 
particular  form  in  which  it  had  beci 
moved,  for  he  thought  the  words  ven 
too  wide,  but  in  a  form  which  wonU 
meet  the  obvious  objections  to  tlieii 
proposal.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer himself  admitted  that  sometUog 
should  be  done,  because  he  recogniied 
that  a  man  who  accepted  outdoor  zelirf 
throughmisfortune,andnot  improvidence, 
should  be  treated  differently  from  a  mu 
who  was  an  ordinary  pauper.  Nor  WM 
the  Amendment  intended  to  complete 
the  distinction  between  the  deserving  and 
the  undeserving.  He  understood  that 
his  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment intended  it  to  meet  the  speriel 
case  of  those  who  had  genuinely  made 
provision   for  their  old  age,  and  lAe^ 
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owing  to  the  failure  of  a  building  society, 
or  the  fact  that  they  had  not  been  able 
.  to  keep  up  their  contributions  to  the  end, 
or  sometlung  of  that  kind,  were  not  now  in 
A  position  to  save  themselves  by  their 
own  efforts  and  were  bound  to  accept 
\    Poor  Law  relief,  it  might  be  very  trifling 
I   Tefief,  and  were  cut  out  of  the  benefits 
.    of  the  Bill  in  consequence.    He  did  not 
understand  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  say  that  he  would  not  be 
prepared  to  deal  with  that  particular  case. 
It  was  one  which  would  not  involve  great 
expense.    He  admitted  that  logic  had 
not  much  to  do  with  the  Bill,  but  he 
could  not  see  on  what  logical  ground  the 
\    Ck>vemment  could  defend  the  position 
;  that  the  habitual  loafer  was  not  to  be 
penalised  if  he  had  been  a  member  of  a 
:    xriendly  society,  while  a  pauper,  who  had 
,    not  been  a  member  of  a  friendly  society, 
'but  who  had  made  every  possible  pro- 
irision  for  old  age,  was  to  be  penalised. 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  :  Do  I  under- 
stand the  noble  Lord  to  say  that  the 
liabitual  loafer  is  to  be  qualified  if  he  has 
been  a  member  of  a  friendly  society  ? 

Lord  R.  CECIL:  So  I  read  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  No,  we 
eimply  take  membership  of  a  friendly 
eociety  for  ten  years  as  an  indication  that 
a  man  cannot  be  a  loafer.  Men  cannot 
go  on  paying  contributions  year  after 
year  and  at  the  same  time  be  loafers. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  loafer  who 
was  also  a  member  of  a  friendly  society 
was  rather  a  rare  person.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  wording  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Amendment  was  that,  pro- 
vided a  person  had  subscribed  to  a 
friendly  society,  or  made  other  provision 
for  his  old  age,  the  earlier  part  of  the 
disqualification  was  not  to  apply.  That 
was  the  way  it  was  put  in  the  Amend- 
ment, although  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  not  have  meant  it. 
He  suggested  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  some  provision  might  be  put  in  to 
meet  the  point  which  had  been  raised. 
He  could  not  conceive  any  answer  to 
the  proposal  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Worcester.  Why  not  save  people 
who  had  made  provision  for  their  old  age 


from  the  pauper  disqualification  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  manner  as  it  was  proposed 
to  save  idlers?  Everyone  who  had 
listened  to  the  debates  must  feel 
there  were  only  two  alternatives 
— to  have  either  a  contributory 
scheme  or  a  universal  scheme.  He  did 
not  believe  there  was  a  single  Member 
who,  sitting  in  his  room  by  himself, 
would  venture  to  say  a  word  for  the 
scheme  as  it  stood.  He  was  not  at  all 
sure  that  even  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  himself  would.  Were  it 
not  for  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
debate  the  truth  of  the  contention  that 
the  scheme  must  be  either  contributory 
or  imiversal  would  have  so  forced  itself 
into  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  they  could  not  possibly  go  on 
supporting  the  Bill.  Nothing  but  the 
guillotine  could  save  the  measure  from 
the  fate  it  so  richly  merited. 

Mr.  ROGERS  (Wiltshire,  Devizes)  said 
he  had  naturally  a  great  deal  of  sym- 
mathy  with  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Worcester  to  introduce  words 
in  the  clause  which  would  leave  the  door 
open  to  enable  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  deal  with  the  matter  at 
a  later  date.  It  was  rather  difficult  to 
say  whether  any  suggestion  was  or  was 
not  logical.  If  they  made  an  exception 
in  one  case,  it  was  extremely  difficult 
not  to  make  it  in  another.  If  they  were 
going  to  introduce  words  which  would 
enable  men  who  had  contributed  to 
friendly  societies  to  have  an  advantage 
under  the  Bill,  that  would  be  unfair  to 
women.  Women  were  not  members  of 
friendly  societies.  There  was  another 
objection  which  he  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  keep  before  him.  He 
hoped  nothing  would  be  done  to  put  on 
the  local  committees  the  duty  of  picking 
and  choosing  between  one  applicant  and 
another.  They  ought  to  try  to  maintain 
the  automatic  character  of  the  old-age 
pension  scheme.  Those  who  had  been 
members  of  boards  of  guardians  knew 
how  terribly  difficult  it  was  to  judge 
between  one  case  and  another.  If  they 
could  not  have  a  universal  scheme,  let 
them,  at  any  rate,  start  this  one  in,  such 
a  way  that  those  who  were  to  receive  the 
benefit  should  get  it  as  a  matter  of  right 
and  not  as  a  favour  from  the  local  pension 
committee. 
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Mr.  K.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire,  Govan) 
said  there  was  some  reason  for  supporting 
the  Amendment  in  the  fact  that  it  was 
obviously  a  defence  of  friendly  societies. 
The  Amendment  was  practically  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  valuable  work 
done  by  friendly  societies.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  Labour  Members  did  not 
always  sufficiently  consider  existing  con- 
ditions. Hon.  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  believed  that  the  whole  Bill  was 
being  rushed  through  after  being  carelessly 
and  improperly  drafted.  The  result  was 
that  the  Bill  contained  a  huge  number 
of  anomalies.  It  would  have  been  wiser 
to  have  waited  until  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mission had  reported,  when  they  would 
have  had  the  benefit  of  the  opinions  expre- 
pressed  by  men  of  experience  in  these 
matters.  He  did  not  blame  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  he 
blamed  his  predecessor,  who  prepared 
the  measure  for  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  now  responsible. 

Sir  J.  BETHELL  (Essex,  Romford) 
said  there  were  a  number  of  men  who 
were  receiving  outdoor  relief  and  the 
amount  of  such  relief  was  being  repaid 
to  the  board  of  guardians  by  the  relatives 
of  the  men.  Would  these  cases  be  eligible 
for  a  pension  as  they  were  not  a  burden 
on  the  rates  ? 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Barnard  Castle)  said  it  was  quite 
lumecessary  for  •  the  hon.  Member  for 
Govan  to  endeavour  to  teach  the  Labour 
Members  their  duty  in  relation  to  friendly 
societies.  The  whole  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's speech  was  wide  of  the  Amendment 
before  the  Committee.  The  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Worcester  did  not  deal  with  the  whole 
question  of  friendly  societiei.  It  dealt 
only  with  those  persons  who  had  been 
compelled  to  receive  outdoor  relief 
because  the  societies  of  which  they  had 
formerly  been  members  had  broken. 
There  was  an  Amendment  to  be  moved 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  later 
on  dealing  with  those  who  were  actually 
members  of  friendly  societies,  and  the 
Labour  Members  would  give  it  their 
most  hearty  support  at  the  proper 
time,  because  it  would  protect  the  mem- 
bers not  only  of  friendly  societies,  but  of 
all  other  kindred  societies.     He  objected 


to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  io: 
Worcester  on  two  grounds,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  pressed.  He  objected  t4 
it,  in  the  first  place,  because  it  would  cast 
on  the  local  pension  committees  an  in- 
tolerable duty.  Under  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  the  work  of  the  pension  comimttee» 
was  going  to  be  very  difficult.  If  the? 
accepted  the  Amendment  they  would 
make  the  work  of  the  pension  committtts 
almost  intolerable.  He  objected  be- 
cause it  was  going  to  Involve  a  prooea 
of  inquiry  of  the  most  objeetionaUe 
character.  The  hon.  Member  said  it 
was  not  to  be  an  inquisitorial  inquirr. 
but  it  was  to  be  inquisitorial  p^iM  asso- 
ciation with  the  guardians,  and  anj- 
thing  of  that  kind  was  most  objection- 
able to  the  Labour  Members.  They  were 
sorry  that  the  previous  Amendment  had 
not  been  carried.  They  wanted— and 
this  ought  to  have  been  previously  stated 
in  reply  to  the  challenge  that  was  thrown 
out  to  them — to  sweep  away  from  tie 
I  Bill  every  disqualification  which  liad 
in  it  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  dii- 
crimination.  But  having  been  defeated 
in  securing  that  object,  they  were  not  going 
to  support  an  Amendment  which  in- 
volved an  inquiry  and  especially  an 
inquiry  m  association  with  the  guardians. 
However  worthy  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Worcester  was,  that  hon. 
Gentleman's  Amendment  ought  to  be 
opposed,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  be 
'  would  not  press  it  to  a  division. 

I  Mr.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  thon^ 
I  there  was  a  simple  way  out  of  tiie 
difficulty.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  on  the  Paper  a  proviso  tbit 
in  the  event  of  a  man  being  disqualified 
fi'om  want  of  industry"  he  should  be 
exempt  if,  for  ten  years,  he  had  belonged 
to  a  friendly  society.  That  would  be 
automatic  and  not  inquisitorial  in  char- 
acter. Why  not  extend  that  proviso  by 
inserting  ^'provided  that  a  person  nol 
actually  in  receipt  of  poor  relief  shall  not 
be  disqualified  under  the  foregcnng 
paragraphs  of  this  section." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  tba 
hon.  Member's  suggestion  dealt  with  a 
totally  different  question  from  what  they 
were  discussing  at  the  present  moment. 
He  was  bound  to  point  out  to  the  Cknu- 
mittee  that  all  these  Amendments  on  a 
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money  Bill  had  a  way  of  working  out 
dEflferently  from  what  was  intended.     The 
ton.  Member  for  Worcester  had  talked 
about  friendly  societies  which  had  become 
insolvent,  and  said  that  that  accounted  for 
a  considerable  number  of  paupers  in  the 
country.     But  if  that  were  so,  the  case 
"was  formidable  and  yet  the  hon.  Member 
liad  not  given  the  slightest  idea  of  how 
many  paupers  there  were,  or  any  indica- 
"tion  of  the*  expenditure  which  the  Amend- 
ment would  involve.     This  was  a  money 
Sill,  and  before  anyone  moved  an  Amend- 
ment   he  should  go  through  the  same 
process    as   the    Giovernment    had    gone 
through,  of  calculating  what  each  pro- 
posal really  meant.   The  hon.  Member  had 
not  even  in  the  most  shadowy  fashion 
liinted  at  the  amount  of  expenditure  his 
Amendment  would  involve.     Would  the 
number   of   paupers   he   referred   to   be 
250,000,  or  100,000,  or  50,000  ?     Even  if 
only  50,000,  that  would  mean  £650,000 
added  to  the  annual  charge  on  the  Ex- 
chequer.    He  did  not  think  hon.  Members 
ought  really  to  press  Amendments  on  the 
Government  unless  they  knew  how  they 
would  work  out.     He  did  not  complain 
of  hon.  Members  sitting  below  the  gang- 
way, and  for  this  reason  :    they  did  not 
make  any  proposal,  however  sweeping, 
which  they  were  not  prepared  to  back  up 
with    legislation    next    year.     But    hon. 
Members    opposite    were    not    in    that 
position,  and  they  bad  no  right  to  press 
any  grave  financial  commitments  upon 
the  Government  unless  they  went  a  step 
\     further  and  said  they  had  some  infor- 
mation on  which  calculations  could  be 
?     based,  and  that  they  were  prepared  to 
support   the   Grovernment   next  year  in 
I     finding  the  money. 

t 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  criticised  the  Opposition  for 
making  proposals  which  involved  the 
expenditure  of  money  without  counting 
the  cost.  He  pleaded  guilty  to  that 
frankly,  but  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  was  to  some  extent  open 
to  the  same  criticism.  It  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Opposition  that  they  had  not 
at  their  elbow  an  army  of  highly-skilled 
statisticians  capable  of  making  actuarial 
calculations,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  not  complain  if  they  put 
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forward  an  Amendment  which  he  him- 
self admitted  was  foimded  on  justice. 
The  Amendment  was  not  one  which 
turned  on  a  question  of  finance  which 
might  be  solved  next  year  or  the  year 
after,  but  was  a  question  of  abstract 
justice.  The  hon.  Member  for  Barnard 
Castle  had  said  that  the  Amendment  was 
going  to  place  an  inmiense  responsibility 
on  the  pensions  committees,  but  the 
responsibility  already  placed  on  these 
committees  in  country  villages  was  such 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  the  best 
men  to  join  them,  because  they  would 
be  the  local  representatives  of  what 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  an  act 
of  cruel  injustice.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  the  Amendment  would  involve 
objectionable  inquiries  and  in  the  same 
breath  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
were  going  to  support  an  Amendment 
which  would  throw  upon  the  pensions 
committees  the  duty  of  going  back  on 
a  man's  life  till  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  in  order  to  determine  whether 
that  man  had  worked  as  well  as  he  could, 
or  as  he  had  had  opportunity,  or  whether 
he  had  worked  according  to  his  needs, 
or  for  the  benefit  or  maintenance  of  his 
family.  Really,  when  the  hon.  Member 
for  Barnard  Castle  was  going  to  support 
such  an  Amendment  as  that,  he  need 
not  be  afraid  of  supporting  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Worcester 
that  a  man  should  not  be  disqualified 
if  he  had  been  a  member  of  a  friendly 
society  that  had  broken.  The  Chan« 
eel  lor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that 
they  could  not  improvise  machinery, 
but  he  had  only  to  graft  it  on  the  existing 
pensions  committee,  which  would  i  be 
a  pure  detail,  and  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  improvise  fresh  machinery  for 
that  purpose.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Wiltshire  hoped  that  nothing  would 
be  done,  as  indicated  by  the  Amend- 
ment, to  make  the  pensions  committee 
pick  and  choose.  That  could  not  be 
avoided,  do  what  they  would,  so  long  as 
the  system  was  not  universal  or  con- 
tributory. For  his  own  part,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  committees  should  not 
be  allowed  to  pick  and  choose,  because 
if  they  had  some  latitude  they  could 
help  cases  of  really  admitted  hardship. 
He  confessed  that  the  word  "  improvi- 
dence "  was  a  vague  and  not  very 
suitable  word,   but  "  providence "   waa 
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an  equally  vague  word.     If  a  man  sub-  i  .thought  the  Qovemment  would  be  wise 


scribed  3d.  a  month  to  a  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  to  the  age  of  between  sixty 
and  seventy  years,  he  was  to  be  qualified 
for  the  receipt  of  a  pension  of  5s.  a  week 
fcr  life.  That  was  what  the  Government 
called  "  providence."  It  might  be  only 
2d.  a  month,  nothing  was  laid  down. 
It  was  all  to  be  done  by  rules.  There 
was,  it  was  true,  a  certain  vagueness  in 
the  term  "  improvidence,"  but  though  this 
Amendment  contained  nebulous  terms 
which  were  difficult  to  define  there  was 
no  doubt  as  to  the  principle  which  his 
hon.  friend  desired  to  put  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing)  said 
that  as  one  of  those  who  went  boldly  into 
the  lobby  and  voted  for  a  contributory 
scheme  he  was  compelled  to  take  part  in 
the  discussion  on  this  Amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  emphasising  the  position 
created  by  the  line  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken.  Right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  having  taken  it  upon  them- 
selves to  introduce  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
must  take  upon  themselves  the  full 
burden  and  responsibility  of  making 
the  scheme  thorough  and  complete 
in  every  sense.  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  had  blamed  the  Opposition  for  not 
coming  forward  with  all  their  figures  ar- 
ranged as  to  what  would  be  the  probable 
cost  f  to  the  Exchequer  of  whittling 
down  these  objections  to  the  scheme. 
He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  been  altogether  candid,  because 
he} had  an  Amendment  himself  lower 
down  ^  on  the  Paper — an  Amendment 
w^hich  would  make  a  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  disqualifications  which  it  was 
proposed  to  put  into  the  Bill — but  the 
right  hou.  Gijntleman  had  not  told  the 
Committee  what  figures  he  had  gone  into. 
He  could  not  say  he  had  not  ascertained 
what  would  be  the  cost  of  removing 
these  dis(iualifications  from  the  men 
who  had  contributed  for  ten  years  to 
a' friendly  society.  It  would  have  been 
jist  as  easy  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  have  computed  what  the  acceptance  of 
this  Amendment  would  have  involved. 
T^ierefore,  it  was  hardly  a  good  answer  to 
say  that  this  Amendment  could  not  be 
entertained  because  the  Government  had 
no  nieana  of  ascertaining  the  cost.     He 

Lord  Balcarres, 


n   these  matters  where    hardships  were 
shown   to  exist   to    allow   the  financial 
considerations  to  take    a    second  place. 
[Cries  of  "No"  from  the  Ministewai 
Benches.]    He  did  not  wonder  that  there 
were    certain    misgivings     among    hon. 
Members  opposite    at    the    morass  into 
which  the  Government  were  leading  them. 
These    petty    exclusions     would    create 
grave  prejudice  against  the  Gk>vemme&t 
in    the    country.     There     could    be  no 
possible  reason  why  a  person  who  had  sub- 
scribed to  a  friendly  society  should  not  be 
allowed  to  go  free  from  these  disabilitiej, 
for  the  past  contribution  to  a  friendly 
society  for  such  a  period   was  of  itself 
evidence    of     a    thrifty     mind.       Ha 
was   certainly  surprised    that   the  hon. 
Member  for  Barnard  Castle  should  hiTo 
objected    to    this    Amendment    on  the 
ground  that  it  would  result  in  inquisitorial 
proceedings.    Surely  it  was  indeed  strain- 
ing at  the  gnat  to  object  to  the  suggestion 
contained  in  the  Amendment  when  the 
House  and  the  hon.  Member  considered 
the  drastic  inquiry  which  the  proviaioni 
of  the  Bill  prescribed,  an  inquiry  whiA 
extended    practically    over    the    whole 
period  of  the  life  oi  the  applicant  for  a 
pension.      Although     there     might   be 
some  objection  to   the  operation  of  the 
Amendment  in  urban    districts,  on  the 
ground  of  the  difficulty  of  verification  there 
could   be   none   in   the    rural    districts, 
where  no  man  certainly  would  object  if 
he  had  been  out  of  work  for  some  time  to 
submitting  himself  to  examination  as  to 
the  reasons  why  he  had  been  out  of  work, 
especially  as  that  would  most  probablf 
be  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  in  a 
village  community.    He  respectfally  ad- 
vised the  Government  to  reconsider  the 
position. 

Mr.    BOWLES   (Lambeth,    Norwood) 
said    the    debate    on    the    Amendment 
illustrated  very  sharply  the  difficoItT  in 
which  the  Committee  found  themselvei 
through    the  Government  having  intro- 
duced a  scheme  of  great  social  reform, 
i  founded    solely    upon    finance,    without 
I  sufficient     consideration.      The    Houae. 
I  having     considered    the     Bill,     drafted 
Amendments    and    made      suggestiona, 
giving  the  Government  ample  time  to 
consider  those  suggestions. 
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♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
<7aij>wbll,  Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  said  this 
Amendment  was  not  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  BOWLES  contended  that  the 
principle  of  the  Amendment  was  em- 
Dodied  in  another  which  had  been  set  down 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
^Worcester. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  said  the 
lion.  Member  must  confine  his  remarks 
i»  the  Amendment  before  the  Committee. 


Mr.  BOWLES  said  that  the  Amend- 
loient  being  similar  to  that  in  the  name 
-of  the  hon.  Member  for  Worcester  the 
Government  must  have  been  perfectly 
"well  aware  for  some  days  past  that  this 
point  would  be  raised.  It  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  Government  to  say  that 
^although  the  Amendment  was  reasonable 
and  they  had  nothing  to  say  against 
-the  wisdom  of  the  proposal,  they  must 
-object  to  it  on  the  ground  that  they 
liad  made  no  inquiry    as  to  the  cost. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  warned 
-the  hon.  Member  that  he  was  now 
entering  into  what  had  just  been  ruled  to 
Ibe  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  was  against  and 
should  resist   any  serious  or  great  ex- 
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tension  of  this  system  of  old-age  pensions, 
and  therefore,  in  supporting  this  Amend- 
ment, he  could  not  be  suspected  of  any 
desire  of  unduly  increasing  the  burden 
of  taxation.  He  hoped  the  Government 
before  the  closure  fell  would  be  able  to 
give  the  Committee  some  assurance  that 
they  would  seriously  consider  this  case, 
the  genuineness,  fairness  and  justice 
of  which  they  fully  admitted.  All  they 
wished  to  do  was  to  add  at  the  end  of 
paragraph  (a)  the  proviso  which  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  himself  proposed 
to  add  at  the  end  of  paragraph  (b). 


Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  said  the  fact  that 
some  friendly  societies  had  gone  the 
wrong  way  was  no  argument  against 
friendly  societies,  but  rather  an  argument 
for  the  need  of  a  capable  public  official 
to  investigate  their  fibnances  and  give  the 
public  confidence  in  them. 

Mr.  GOULDING  said  that  as  the 
Grovemment  had  not  seen  their  way  to 
promise  to  endorse  thrift  in  their  Amend- 
ment, he  would  have  to  put  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  trouble  of  a  division. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  62  ; 
Noes,   267.     (Division  List  No.   143.) 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Baldwin,  Stanley 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowles,  6.  Stewart 

Bull,  Sir  William  James 

Batcher,  Samuel  Henry 

CarUle,  E.  Hildred 

•Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,E) 

•Clive,  Percy  Archer 

•Collings,  Rt.Hn,J.(Birmingh'm 

Courthope,  G.  Loyd 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

Duncan,  Robert(  Lanark,  Go  van 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 


AYESfc 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

King,Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 

M* Arthur,  Charles 

M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 

Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 

Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Morrison-Bell,  Captain 

Nield,  Herbert 

Pea8e,Herbert  Pike( Darlington 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 


Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Rutherford,  W. W.  (L  iverpool) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.  Mi  tcheU-(  Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.W.H.  (Lancashire) 

I  Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 

I  Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid.) 

I  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 

I 

I  Tellers  fob  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 

i       Goulding  and  Mr.  Mildmay. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agar-Robarte9,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 


NOES. 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Q  2 


Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
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Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 

Beale,  W.  P.I 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

BeUairs,  Carlyon 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Betliell,Sir  J.H.(E88ex,Romrrd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maiden) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Branch,  James 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollaid 

Cameron,  Robert 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichaTdKnight 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  WilUam 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Comi)ton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Sus8ex,E.  Grins  t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Oooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.  (St.Pancra8,N. 

Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York.  Otley) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans.  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ficnnes,  Hon.  Eustat-e 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUerton,  Hugh 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
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Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  Hn.SirW.Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

HarcourtyRt.Hn.L  (Rossendale 

Hardie,  J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

HobhousCy  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hope,W.  Bateman(Somer8et,N 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William( Carnarvonshire 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex, Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghp 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

Ma<;Veigh,  Cliarle8(Donegar,E.) 

M'Callum,  JohnM. 

M'Crae,  George 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Launce8ton) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 
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Mondy  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chioua 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (ComwftU) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Muldoon,  John 

Murphy,  John  (Keiry,  Eut) 

Murray,Capt  HnA.C.  (Kinoud 

Murray,  James  (Aherdeen,  E.) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

NioholBon,CharIes  N.(DoiioaftV 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Hid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (KilkemiT) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  James(RosooiniDOii,]r 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehoose) 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  £.  (Edinb*^,  Oeotnl)^ 

Price,  Robert  John(NcifollcJ.) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Pullar,  Sir  Robert 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloncester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (ScarbonT 

Redmond,  John  £.  ( Waterfod) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Randall,  Athelstan 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Linooln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwidb) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdos. 

Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Bnutfocd) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CleTelaiid) 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,Sir  C.E.  (MaooliMtcr) 

Scott,A.H.  (Ashton-ander-I^ 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 

Shipman,  Dr.  Jolm  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Smeaton,  Donald  Machmiie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitri]ii,  S.f 

Snowden,  P. 

Scares,  Ernest  J. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albot 

Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (SUIb,  N.  W.) 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.  lyulpi^Chesh.' 
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Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart  James  (Sunderland) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor.  John  W.  (Durham) 
'Tkylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radoliffe) 
THiomas,  Sir  A.  ( Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
'  Thome,G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 

Tlllett,  Louis  John 
"Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 


{29  June  1908} 

Toulmin,  Greorge 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John(Stoke-upon-Trent) 

Ward.W.  Dudley (Southampt'n 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney ) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
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White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Llewel3ni(Carm*rthen 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellebs  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis. 


♦Mr.  HARCOUKT  said  he  desired,  on 
'behalf  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  to  move 
-to  leave  otot  the  words  "  as  disqualifies  for 
registration  as  a  parliamentary  election," 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  other  than 
-relief  excepted  under  this  provision."  The 
Amendment  should  be  read  in  conjunction 
with  a  further  Amendment  to  make  the 
proposal  intelligible.  The  two  were  put 
-down  really  to  cover  some  observations 
-of  his  right  hon.  friend  the  hon.  Member 
^or  the  Forest  of  Dean  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke.  The  Government 
intended,  and  had  always  intended,  what 
liis  right  hon.  friend  wished  to  have 
inserted  in  the  provision ;  but  unfor- 
"tnnately  some  objections  had  been 
i^aken  to  the  clause,  and  they  therefore 
proposed  to  make  it  absolutely  certain 
iJiat  none  other  than  those  intended 
would  be  disqualified.  Disqualification 
ior  the  franchise  imder  former  Acts  con- 
tained, not  only  parochial  relief,  but 
alms."  It  was  not  intended 
Government  to  apply  "  other 
to  the  disqualification  for  a 
It  was  more  than  possible 
that  parochial  relief  for  a  wife  or  child 
might  disqualify  a  wife  or  father  from 
voting,  and  it  was  also  possible  that  the 
maintenance  of  a  wiie  in  an  asylum 
would  disqualify  a  husband  from  the 
receipt  of  a  pension.  This  was  not  in- 
tended and  never  had  been.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to 
the  variability  of  the  decisions  of  the 
revising  barristers,  and  a  man  of  seventy 
years  of  age  whose  affairs  placed  him  in 
a  position  to  require  and  acquire  an  old- 
Age  pension  was  not  the  sort  of  person 
who  would  be  able  to  appeal  against  the 
decision  of  a  revising  barrister.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  he  would  pro- 
bably accept  with  a  certain  amount  of 


-*•  other 
by  the 
Alms" 
-pension 


equanimity,  his  disqualification  from 
the  franchise,  but  when  it  came  to  the 
revising  barrister's  decision  at  the  same 
time  disqualifying  him  from  receiving 
an  old-age  pension,  it  became  a  more 
serious  matter.  It  was  that  they  wished 
to  avoid.  The  words  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stoke,  he  suggested,  were  not  wide 
enough.  If  they  dealt  in  the  Amend- 
ment specifically  with  medical  relief,  it 
was  possible  that  they  might  leave  in 
the  disqualification  for  old-age  pensions 
other  things  like  free  vaccination  or  meals 
for  children  or  maintenance  in  a  hospital 
or  asylum.  At  all  events,  it  was  doubtful 
whether  these  would  be  regarded  as  dis- 
qualifications, and  it  was  desirable  to 
make  that  clear,  because  in  the  various 
Acts  which  had  provided  for  free 
vaccination,  meals  for  children,  and 
support  in  asylums  and  hospitals  they 
had  been  specially  exempted  from  the 
franchise  disqualification.  The  mere  fact 
that  it  was  necessary  to  put  such  an 
exemption  into  those  Acts  might  suggest 
that  they  should  be  regarded  as  medical 
relief.  Now  they  came  to  the  question 
of  the  wife  in  a  lunatic  asylum.  It  was 
extremely  difficult,  or,  at  all  events, 
complicated,  to  draw  a  very  definite  line 
between  what  was  medical  assistance 
and  what  was  maintenance  as  a  pauper. 
In  the  Act  of  1885  which  was  designed  to 
prevent  medical  relief  disqualifying  irom 
the  franchise,  it  was  no  doubt  intended 
that  temporary  medical  assistance  should 
not  disqualify  but  that  maintenance  in 
a  workhouse  infirmary  or  a  lunatic  asylum 
should  disqualify.  They  proposed  to 
except  from  disqualification  under  this 
Bill  any  relief  given  for  support  in  a 
hospital  or  asylum.  'Perhaps  it  would 
be  for  the  convenience  of  the  Committee 
that  he  should  read  the  clause  as  it  would 
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stand  with  the  Government  Amendments 
put  in  :  "  While  he  is  in  receipt  of  any 
Poor  relief  other  than  relief  excepted 
under  this  provision,  and,  until  31st 
December,  1910,  and  if  he  has  at  any 
time  since  1st  January  1908  received  or 
hereafter  receives  any  such  relief,  pro- 
vided that  for  the  purpose  of  this  provi- 
sion :  (a)  Any  medical  or  surgical  assist- 
ance supplied  by  or  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a  medical  officer, ;  or  (h)  any 
relief  given  to  any  persons  by  means  of 
the  maintenance  of  any  dependent  of 
that  person  in  any  lunatic  asylum, 
infirmary,  or  hospital ;  or  (c)  any  such 
relief  as  by  law  is  not  a  disqualification 
for  registration  as  a  Parliamentary  elector; 
shall  not  be  considered  as  poor  relief." 
He  did  not  know  that  that  was  very 
graceful  English,  but  it  attained  the 
desired  result.  He  would  state  perhaps 
a  little  less  legally  but  more  clearly 
exactly  what  it  did.  They  dealt  with 
medical  relief  separately  and  did  not 
make  disqualification  dependent  on  the 
decision  of  a  revising  barrister.  Secondly, 
a  lunatic  wdfe  or  crippled  children  sup- 
ported in  a  hospital  was  excepted  from 
the  disqualification  as  relief  not  given 
to  the  pensioner  himself  or  herself. 
Thirdly,  the  exceptions  which  had  been 
engrafted  by  other  Acts  on  the  dis- 
qualification for  the  franchise  were  speci- 
fically included  here  as  additional  excep- 
tions in  order  to  avoid  any  inference 
which  could  be  taken  that  they  were  not 
to  be  regarded  as  exceptions  under  the 
Act.  Of  course,  it  was  perfectly  true  that 
they  might  have  left  the  whole  of  this 
rather  intricate  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by 
regulation,  and  it  would  have  given  a 
certain  amount  of  elasticity,  but  he  knew 
the  Committee  was  always  jealous  of  too 
mu(*h  legislation  by  regulation  and  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  matters  of 
disqualification  and  matters  of  exception 
as  far  as  possible  should  be  set  out  in  the 
corpus  of  the  Bill :  therefore  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would  feel  that  they  had 
met  the  general  wishes  of  the  House  and 
be  prepared  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment   proposed — 

"  In  page  2.  lines. 11  and  12,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  as  disqualifies  for  registration  as  a 
Parliamentary  elector,'  and  insert  the  words 
*  (other  than  relief  ex(?epted  under  this  pro- 
vision.) '  ■' — {Mr.  Harcourt.) 

Mr.  Harccurt. 


Question  proposecU  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the- 
clause." 

♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said  tbt 
subsection  (h)  of  the  proviso  was  of  tbe 
greatest  possible  importaDce,  and  lugely 
mitigated  the  hardship  of  the  cUiue. 
There  were  reservations  to  be  made  in 
regard  to  (a)  and  (c),  especially  («), 
but  he  thought  the  Government  mig^ 
consider  (a)  before  the  Report  stage. 
There  were  very  long  debates  in  iSS 
upon  the  question  of  medical  extras,  and 
if  the  Government  woiQd  turn  up 
Hansard,  and  read  those  debates,  and 
read  the  speeches  of  the  present  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  they  would  see  tl» 
exact  point.  It  would  be  seen  that 
there  was  a  real  difficulty  here,  and  if 
the  Government  could  widen  their  voidi 
''  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medial 
officer  '*  into  such  a  form  as  to  iodndfr 
these  medical  extras  it  would  be  a  great 
improvement  to  the  clause.  He  BOg* 
gested  that  on  Report  they  might  add 
general  words  including  quasi-medied 
relief  given  or  articles  supplied  in  con- 
nection with  burials  and  child-birth.  Hr 
once  more  asked  them  to  consdder  ike 
question  of  supplying  bread  under  the 
Poor  Law  where  it  was  supposed  in  some 
cases  to  be  supplied  for  the  woman  wb^ 
bad  been  conned,  but  was  notoriously 
supplied  for  the  children. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  I  may 

point  out  to  the  Committee  that  they 
cannot  discuss  the  later  Amendment 
before     the     present     Amendment    if 

disposed  of. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE:  Ishould 
not  have  done  it  but  for  the  fact  that  the- 
mover  of  the  Amendment  rather  incited. 

it. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  Yaa, 
that  is  perfectly  true,  but  it  leads  to  a 
certain  amount  of  confusion  if  we  diBdus 
the  later  Amendment.  In  the  special' 
circumstances  the  discussion  may  proceed 
as  initiated. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stol»-on-Tient> 
said  he  quite  agreed  with  the  Amend- 
ment as  far  as  it  went  except  (c),  and. 
he     was    extremely^  doubtfiil    whetiwr 
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paragraph  (c)  did  not  re-enact  the 
"Very  words  which  the  First  Com- 
missioner had  proposed  to  leave  out. 
He  had  read  it  four  or  five  times, 
and  quite  understood  what  it  meant. 
It  meant  any  such  relief  as  by  law  was 
not  a  disqualification,  which  pre-sup- 
posed  that  any  relief  that  was  a  disquali- 
fication for  the  franchise  was  still 
to  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  receipt 
of  a  pension.  He  Ad  not  know  much 
about  the  English  language,  but  he  knew 
enough  to  make  others  understand  what 
he  meant,  and  they  could  generally 
understand  what  he  meant.  It  ap- 
peared that  they  were  merely  striking 
•words  out  in  one  form  to  put  them  in 
in  •  another.  He  would  much  prefer 
that  (c)  was  struck  out  altogether,  because 
however  they  broadened  (a)  and  (6),  (c) 
was  going  to  limit  them.  If  it  was  left 
out  there  would  be  no  ambiguity  about 
it  and  that  with  the  broadening  of 
(a)  as  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean 
would  meet  most  of  the  objections  that 
had  been  urged.  How  necessary  it  was 
to  leave  out  those  words  was  shown  by 
the  fact,  which  had  noc  been  pointed  out, 
that  a  man  who  was  already  receiving 
a  pension  might  require  relief.  It  could 
not  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  5s. 
a  week  was  going  to  enable  a  pensioner 
to  secure  medical  or  any  other  attendance. 
It  was  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  body 
and  soul  together  to  begin  with,  and  they 
wanted  to  be  extremely  careful  that  they 
did  not  leave  words  in  the  amended 
section  which  might,  solely  by  the  revising 
barrister  deciding  to  disfranchise  a 
pensioner,  deprive  him  of  his  pension. 
He  was  not  satisfied  that  (c)  met 
the  case  put  forward  by  those  who  had 
given  notice  of  Amendments,  and  unless 
it  was  amended — not  merely  explained 
by  a  statement  of  the  Minister  in 
charge,  because  that  could  not  be  used 
before  a  pension  committee — he  should 
advise  great  caution  before  they  in- 
serted these  words  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  K.  REA  asked  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would  make  pro- 
vision to  enable  boards  of  guardians 
to  give  medical  relief  to  a  pensioner 
without  charging  him  for  it.  It  was 
not  just  to  ask  these  people  to  pay 
for  medical  comforts  out  of  their  5s.  a 


week.  It  would  not  cost  the  Govern- 
ment anything  to  make  this  concession, 
and  it  would  allow  the  guardians  to  do 
what  they  thought  was  just  in  such 
cases. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  supported  the 
Amendment,  explaining  that  he  also  had 
an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  identical 
terms. 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar),  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stoke,  explained  that  paragraph 
(c)  was  not,  as  he  seemed  to  fear, 
a  limitation,  but  an  extension.  There 
were  certain  Acts  of  Parliament 
under  which  Poor  Law  relief  was  given 
without  entailing  loss  of  civil  rights. 
The  matters  dealt  with  in  those  Acts 
included  fees  for  education  of  children, 
payment  of  fees  for  vaccination,  and 
provision  of  meals  for  children,  and  the 
Government  proposed  that,  in  those 
matters  in  which  there  was  no  disquali- 
fication for  civil  rights,  there  should  be 
no  disqualification  for  a  pension.  Reply- 
ing to  the  hon.  Member  for  Scarborough, 
he  thought  it  would  be  within  the  dis- 
cretion of  boards  of  guardians  to  consider 
what  the  means  of  a  pensioner  might  be, 
and  whether  or  not  he  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  medical  relief.  In  answer 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  he  said  the 
principle  on  which  the  clause  was  framed 
was  broadly  that  relief  which  was  not 
really  pauper  relief  should  not  disqualify 
for  a  pension. 

Mr.  W.  R.  REA  said  there  were  a 
great  many  now  in  receipt  of  medical 
relief  who  would  become  entitled  to 
receive  pensions,  and  they  could  not  be 
expected  to  provide  medical  relief  out 
of  5s.  a  week.  What  he  desired  to  guard 
against  was  that  those  who  were  now 
receiving  medical  relief  should  not  have 
that  relief  discontinued  because  they 
obtained  a  pension. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  thought  that 
would  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  guar- 
dians. He  thought  that  the  point  of  the 
hon.  Member  was  covered  by  the  words 
"  surgical  assistance "  contained  in  an 
Amendment  standing   in  the    name   of 
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consultation  with  his  friends,  it  would  be 
convenient  that  the  Bill  should  be  re- 
committed in  respect  of  this  provision 
as  well  as  in  respect  of  the  sliding-scale. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  As- 
QUITH,  Fifeshire,  B.)  said  that  what  the 
Government  proposed  to  do  was  on 
Monday  night,  when  the  Eight  Hours 
Bill  had  been  concluded  at  eight  o'clock, 
to  recommit  this  Bill,  though  it  was  not 
one  of  the  allotted  days,  in  respect  of 
the  sliding-scale,  because  they  desired 
that  the  House  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity in  Committee  of  discussing  the 
sliding-scale.  But  if  there  were  in- 
cidental points,  such  as  that  which  had 
just  been  raised,  the  Government  were 
quite  prepared  to  extend  the  recommittal 
to  those  points.  They  proposed  to 
suspend'  the  Eleven  o'clock  Rule  to 
give  full  opportunity  for  discussion. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  asked  if  he  was  to 
understand  that  if  in  addition  to  the 
sliding  scale  in  the  schedule,  Clause  3, 
subsection  (a)  could  also  be  discussed. 


Mr,  ASQUITH  said  that  he  could  not 
give  any  pledge  about  that.  If  there 
were  specific  points  in  regard  to  details 
which  should  be  discussed  he  would  have 
an  open  mind. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  asked 
whether  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  most  important  point 
raised  by  the  proviso  contained  in  para- 
graph (c)  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 

"  Any  such  relief  as  by  law  is  not  a  dis- 
qualification for  registration  as  a  Parliamentary 
elector  shall  not  be  considered  as  poor  relief." 

He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
see  his  way  for  a  discussion  of  that  point 
on  the  recommital  stage. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  could  not  give 
any  pledge  about  that,  but  it  would  be 
considered  very  carefully. 

Mr.  SNOWDEN  said  he  had  not 
received  an  answer  to  his  Question. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  under- 
stood   the    Question    had    reference    to 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 


medical  relief  repaid  by  relatives.  Thai 
was  a  specific  Amendment  in  zelatioiLti 
that  which  had  to  come  on  later  on ;  aad 
he  did  not  think  it  was  quite  relemit 
at  this  particular  moment. 


Mr.  DICKINSON  said  that  tk 
effect  of  this  subsection  mig^t  k 
that  when  a  man  who  went  to  i 
Poor  Law  infirmary  or  a  Poor  Lit 
lunatic  asylum  came  out,  he  woold  M 
he  had  lost  his  right  to  a  pension;  Atf 
was  a  very  serious  matter,  beenv 
anything  which  would  discourage  penw 
going  into  lunatic  asylums  or  sending  dor 
friends  into  lunatic  asylums  or  Poor  kr 
infirmaries  woiild  be  very  inezpediot 
and  he  hoped  the  Qovemment  wmH 
seriously  consider  the  matter. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  propod 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  cIior;'' 
put,  and  negatived. 

The  chairman  was  prooeedmgti 
-pvt  the  Question  *'  that  those  mxidib 
there  inserted"  when 


Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  drew 
to  the  fact  that  this  was  the  only  ogft 
tunity  for  discussing  the  AinfTufmali 
(a),  (b),  and  (c). 

The  chairman  said  he  undoitaii 
that   the   discussion   of   those  Aaat 
I  ments  was  to  be  taken  to  gether. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  iriil 
that  before  the  division  was  taksngtb 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  U 
with  the  point  raised  by  hit  hk 
&iend,  which  would  seem  to  $em  t 
this  point, 

*Mr.  MASTERMAN  sud  that  m  !» 
right  hon.  &iend  was  not  in  the 
when  this  point  was  raised,  he  mA 
with  permission,  explain  the 
It  was  a  point  raised,  not  by  the  kk 
Member  for  Leicester,  but  by  the  kk 
Member  for  Blackburn,  'and 
Where  out-relief  was  being  given  hf  Ai 
guardians,  and  the  whole  amount  wasflk* 
tained  by  order  from  the  relatiyes  of  At 
person  relieved,  did  that  disqoaiify  fa 
pension  ?  As  the  Bill  stood  at 
the  answer  was  in  the  a£Brniatm. 
nine  out  of  ten  of  these 


Old'Agt 


{29  June  1908} 


Pensions  BiU, 


474- 


the  fact  that  some  of  the  children 
nld  not  contribute.  One  son  would 
itribute  28.  6d.  a  week,  and  another 
lid  not,  and  in  order  to  get  the  58.  a 
)k  a  maintenance  order  had  to  be  made 
[  the  old  man  was  made  a  pauper, 
would  very  greatly  deprecate  inter- 
mce  with  that  until  the  Poor  Law 
nmission  had  reported.  They  might 
•  it  was  only  a  matter  of  6d.  a  week 
Sd.  a  week  loss,  but  unless  they  had 
ae  clear  idea  where  they  were  going 
7  got  into  a  morass.  He  would 
igine  that  nothing  had  given  the 
>r  Law  Commissibn  greater  preoccupa- 
1  than  this  question  of  the 
intenance  by  relatives.  And  what 
Mirently  might  be  a  hardship  must  be 
ne  for  a  few  more  months  until  this 
^le  question  of  contribution  to  main- 
Bknce  was  reviewed. 

Ie.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  did  not 
h  to  squabble  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
a  over  what  was  a  difficult  technical 
«tion,  but  he  thought  he  had 
stated  the  question  quite  ac- 
ately.       The      morass      to      which 

hon.  Member  had  just  referred  was 
norass  which  the  Government  had 
efully  prepared  for  the  House.  These 
BS  of  pauperism  were  extremely  com- 
Ated,  when  pauperism  occurred  be- 
se  members  of  the  family  would  not 
tribute.    The  point  was  that  pauper- 

in  these  cases  arose  from  circum- 
ices  over  which  the  individual  had  no 
trol.  This  clause  imposed  a  great 
istice,  and  therefore  this  disability 
;ht  not  to  apply.  When  the  hon. 
itleman  said  earlier  in  the  evening  that 
Y  were  trying  to  upset  the  whole  of  the 
>r  Law  system  he  was  entirely  wrong. 

had  overlooked  the  fact  that  under 
t  system  he  had  a  right  to  claim 
)of  to  cover  him  and  clothes  and  food 

his  body  if  he  was  destitute.     But 

Government  were  giving  another 
ig  altogether.  They  gave  a  pension 
i  matter  of  right,  and  in  order  to  fit 
or  scheme  to  the  money  at  their  dis- 
Ekl  they  added  this  fantastic  proposal. 
!  scheme  was  hastily  conceived,  but 
b  did  not  get  over  the  difficulty  the 
ise  was  now  discussing.     They  could 

get  out  of  that  difficulty,  because 
i  very  short  time  other  points  would 
nised  which  were  new  to  the  Govern- 


ment, and  although  the  hon.  Gentleman 
told  them  the  mind  of  the  Government 
was  perfectly  clear  upon  this  question 

Mb.  MASTERMAN  said  the  mind  of 
the  €rovemment  was  perfectly  clear  as 
to  what  was  legal  pauperism. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  Then  the  mind 
of  the  Government  and  the  policy  of 
the  Government  are  two  very  different 
things. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  one  is  the 
expression  of  the  other. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  if  the 
policy  was  but  the  expression  of  the  mind  of 
the  Government,  in  that  case  the  mind  of 
the  Government  must  be  in  a  remarkably 
confused  state.  Was  there  any  man  in 
that  House  apart  from  the  Treasury 
Bench  who  knew  what  was  going  to  be 
the  Government's  definition  of  pauperism, 
which  would  disqualify  for  a  pension  t. 
The  fact  was  the  pension  committees 
would  have  to  do  their  work  with  these 
impossible  restrictions  imposed  upon  them». 
and  they  would  cast  them  to  tbe  winds,, 
and  they  would  be  right.  What  would 
then  be  the  action  of  the  Government  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  never 
answered  tbe  question  which  be  ventured. 
to  put  to  him  earlier  in  the  evening.  He 
knew  perfectly  well  it  was  the  crux  of  the 
whole  situation.  How  were  the  present 
Poor  Law  and  the  Public  Health  Acts 
administered  ?  If  money  was  spent  im- 
properly, the  authorities  were  surcharged, 
but  if  they  knew  that  those  payments 
were  made  with  good  intentions,  they 
remitted  them.  Were  they  going  to 
remit  in  cases  where  pensions  had  been 
improperly  granted  ?  They  were  going 
to  lay  upon  the  pension  committees  the 
duty  of  allocating  pensions  subject  to 
restrictions.  Supposing  they  disregarded! 
the  restrictions,  what  were  they  going  to 
do  ?  Was  an  auditor  going  to  examine 
their  accoimts  and  surcharge  them  if  they 
made  a  wrong  pension  ;  and,  if  so,  were 
they  going  to  adopt  tbe  same  policy 
as  they  had  in  Poor  Law  administration, 
and  remit  if  the  payment  was  honest  ? 
If  so,  all  these  debates  were  worth 
nothing,  because  the  pension  committees- 
would  give  pensions  without  any  regard 
to  the  restrictions.    They  could  not  say" 
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-what  was  a  pauper,  for  they  knew  that  a 
iToan  was  made  a  pauper  by  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law.  People  were  made 
paupers  by  the  construction  placed  upon 
the  kind  of  relief  they  received.  They 
were  going  to  expose  people  to  that 
ordeal,  and  the  pension  committees  would 
risk  it  by  giving  pensions  where  they 
ought  not.  The  whole  thing,  so  far  as 
the  restrictions  were  concerned,  was  a 
'farce.  They  had  better  remit  them 
altogether  and  make  up  their  minds  to 
the  extra  charge,  because  it  would  have 
to  be  borne,  whatever  the  House  might  do. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  labouring  under  a 
very  curious  misapprehension.  He  could 
not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read 
the  seventh  clause  of  the  Bill.  His  idea 
was  that  the  pension  committee  decided 
not  merely  to  whom  the  pension  was  to 
be  given,  but  that  they  actually  paid  it. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  A  person  is 
to  go  to  the  Post  Office  to  get  his  pension. 
Is  the  Post  Office  responsible  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
taken  the  slightest  trouble  to  read 
Clause  7,  he  would  have  seen  exactly 
what  happened.  First  of  all  the  pension 
officer  reported.  He  was  an  Imperial 
officer.  The  pension  committee  con- 
sidered that  report,  and,  if  it  disagreed 
with  the  pension  officer,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  another  Imperial  officer. 
The  final  decision  was  with  an  Imperial 
officer.  He  had  never  heard  before  of 
such  a  suggestion  as  that  a  committee 
would  disregard  all  the  first  three  sec- 
tions of  an  Act  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  administer. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  allow 
him  to  call  attention  to  the  last  words 
of  subsection  (b).  If  his  description  of 
the  Bill  was  correct,  what  did  they  mean  ? 
In  the  first  case,  the  report  was  referred 
to  the  pension  committee  by  the  pension 
officer  ;  and,  the  pension  committee — 

**  After  obtaining  from  him,  if  necessary, 
any  further  information  as  to  the  claim  or 
question,  consider  the  case,  and  give  their 
decision  upon  the  claim  or  question." 

IfjFthese  words  did  not  mean  that  the 
pension  committee  would  authorise  the 
payment,  as  the  committees  of  the  board 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


of   guardians   authorised  payment  kj 
did  not  know  what  they  meant. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  In 
read  the  clause  up  to  line  25,  bit  h 
would  point  out  to  him  then  mnfai 
more  lines,  and  those  five  lines  mlr 
decided  the  whole  controversy.  Heni 
read  them — 


"  If  any  decision  of  the  local 
mittee  allowing  a  claim  tar  a  peiuioB«to 
mining  anj  question  is  not  in  aeeoidimA 
the  report  of  the  pensicm  officer,  ^  MMr 
shall  be  referred  to  the  central  pennon  hA^ 
and  shall  be  ooosidered  and  det«nuBllr 
them." 

If  they  agreed,  they  were  agreeing 
an   Imperial   officer.     The  aigmneii    J^ 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  was  4*1 
committee   designed   to   carry  ort  ■ 
Act  of  Parliament  would  not  tib  itfi 
consideration    any    of   the  disqiniK 
tions.     The  pension  officer,  who  «« 
officer  of  the   Treasury,  would,  it  i 
rate,  carry  out  the  Act  of  PniliHM< 
and   he   would   take   into  accooil  "^ 
disqualifications.     If   the  pensioa 
mittee  refused  to  do  so,  then 
Imperial    authority    came   in  ind  t 
final  decision  was   with   them.  Oif 
right   hon.    Gentleman    had  titai  w 
trouble  to  read  the  Bill,  he  would  ta 
found  that  it  was  absolutely  muMtfJf 
to  have  conjured  up  this  idea  of  d 
disqualifications  being  swept  aw»y. 


ksvo 
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Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAH«ift; 
had  not  the  same  absolute  bitihiiil) 
judgment  of  the  local  excise  offioaii^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  nor  did  he  en^^ 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment*  \ 
the  role  of  general  supervisor  andrt** 
of  pensions  which  the  Chancellor  di^ 
Exchequer    allotted    him.    The  ft^; 
mentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Qaitt 
ment  Board  had  said  that  the  Govenii^: 
were  acting  on  a  principle,  and  thai  v' 
principle  was  to  follow  the  legal  definiW 
of    a    pauper.    What    they   asked  ^ 
that  the  Government  should  not  Mi'" 
an  artificial  definition  made  by  law,  W 
the  practical  definition  made  by  W^ 
If  the  sons  and  daughters  of  a  JO^ 
pensioner  were  defra3ring  the  whole  0^ 
of  that  person's  relief,  he  should  nM  ¥ 
disqualified    for    his   pension.    He  ^ 
not  upon  the  rates,  and  he  was  Ml* 
pauper  except  in  the  tedmical 
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The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  348  ;. 
Noes,  95.     (Division  List  No.  144.) 
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Bedford) 
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D. 
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Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
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Devlin,  Joseph 
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Dillon,  John 
Duckworth,  James 
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Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
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Erskine,  David  C. 
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Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman- Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
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Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Gulland,  John  W. 
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Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 
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Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
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Hart-Davies,  T. 
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Harwood,  George 
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Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth^ 
Ha  worth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
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Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
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Hudson,  Walter 
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Jackson,  R.  S. 
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Jenkins,  J. 
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Joyce,  Michael 
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Snowden,  P. 

Soares,  Ermest  J. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 

Stanlev,Hn.A.  Lyulph(Chesh.) 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcli£^3) 


Pensions  BUL  ti 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Benncbhie 
Thomas,  Abel  (Cwmirtha,K 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (GkmoigiiJ 
Thomas,  David  Alfred (Xenhj 
Thomaason,  PVankHn 
Thompson,  J.  W.  H.  (Sonnrf 
Thome,G.  R.(WolTeriiAmplH 
Tillett,  Loius  John 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toiilmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhOipi 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey»  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  R.  (Leioeiter) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-npoo-I^ 
Ward,W.I)udley  (Southaa|«' 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  CoorteBijl 
Wa8on,Rt  Hn.£.(C]ackBiiai 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkiq 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolkj 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbsrtOBihHc 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Xotkj 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (JbBa, 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Fhtaa 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams.LlewelynCCannsrthi 
Williams,  Osmond  (MerioMl} 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HallW.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (MiddleslnviU 
Wilson,  J. W.  (WorcestoiLX 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  PaiiGni,a) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoi^M 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Tellers  for  the  Atv^ 
Mr.  Joseph  Pease  ud  lb. 
Herbert  Lewis. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn  Sir  Alex.F 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrpy-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H 
Balcarresi,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Banbiury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Beach.Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bertram,  Julius 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W\  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdctt-Coutts,  W. 
But<^hcr,  Samuel  Henry 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
( 'arson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 


NOES. 

C-jvve,  (Jeorge 

('<K?il,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Oecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt  Hn  J.A.(Worc 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewi sham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collinga.Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingh'm 
('ourthope,  G.  Loj'd 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Cross,  Alexander 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Duncan,Robert  (Lanark, Govan 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthm- 
Gardner,  Ernest 


Goooh,Henry  Cubitt(PBotta 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edwaid 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Hardy,  Laurenoe(  Kent,  Adfa 
Harris,  IVederiok  Levertoi 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hill,  Sir  Hement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitaalan  (ShrfW 
Houston,  Robert  Patenon 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Join  1 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
King,Sir  Henry  ^eymaailffid 
Lambton,  Hon.  IVcdflrickWi 
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Old-Age 


LMie-Foz,  G.  R. 
Eiookwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
IiOag,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (DubIin,S. 
MdOmadBle,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  Williaon 
Uttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
SSicCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
VArthur,  Chiles 
iPCalmont,  Ck>lonel  James 
JHawnus,  Sir  Philip 
liHrks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Meyiey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Xiadlemore,  JohnThrogmorton 
JOldmay,  Francis  Bingham 
]foore,  William 


{29  June  1908} 

Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Peter8field) 
Nield,  Herbert 

Pease,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Eccle8all) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,£ast) 
Stanier,  Beville 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk) 
Starkey,  John  R. 


Pensions  BUI. 


482 


Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StafE'sh.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Walker,  Col.  W.H.(Laneashire) 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wolfif,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Tonnger,  George 

Tbllbbs  fob  the  Noes — 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Mr. 
Forster. 


And,  it  being  after  half-past  Ten  of  the 
|«lock,  the  Chairman  proceeded,  pursuant 
iito  the  Order  of  the  House  of  17th  June, 
)%b  put  forthwith  the  Question  on  the 
endments  moved  by  the  Grovernment, 
which  notice  had  been  given,  and  on 
ay  Questions  necessary  to  dispose  of 
flHie  Business  to  be  concluded  this  day. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  15,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
■Fcrds  *  Provided  that  for  the  purposes  of  this 
^■ovision — (a)  any  medical  or  surgical  assist- 
ttBoe  supplied  by  or  on  the  recommendation  of 
k  i|iedical  officer ;  or  (6)  any  relief  given  to 
iay  person  by  means  of  the  maintenance  of  any 
Bspendent  of  that  person  in  any  lunatic  asylum, 
nmrmary,  or  hospital ;  or  (c)  any  such  relief 
hm  by  law  is  not  a  disqualification  for  registra- 
tion as  a  Parliamentary  elector ;  shall  not  be 
•onsidered  as  poor  relief.'  " — {The  Chancellor 
^ike  Exchequer.) 

Question,  *'  That  the  Amendment  be 
madis,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  2,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the 
•  habitually,*  to  end  of  line  20,  and  to 
fnaert   the   words   *  failed   to   work  according 
"to  bis  ability,  opportunity,  and  need,  for  the 
maintenance    of    himself    and    those    legally 
dependent  upon  him.     Provided  that  a  person 
•hall  not  be  disqualified  under  this  paragraph 
if   he  has  continuously  for  ten  years  up  to  I 
•ttaining  the  age  of  sixty,  by  means  of  pay-  ' 
ments  to  friendly,  provident,  or  other  societies, 
or  trade  unions,  or  other  approved  steps,  made  I 
such  provision  against  old  age,  sickaess,  in- 
firmity, or  want  or  loss  of  emplojnnent  as  may 
be  recognised  as  proper  provision  for  the  pur- 
pose by  regulations  under  this  Act,  and  any 
such  provision,  when  made  by  the  husband  in 
the  case  of  a  married  couple  living  together, 
shall,  as  respects    any  right  of  the  wife  to  a  I 
pension,  be  treated  as  provision  made  by  the 


wife    as    well    as    by   the    husband.'  ** — {The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Amend- 
ment be  made." 

Mr.  AUSTEN  chamberlain  asked 
whether  the  earlier  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment could  not  be  put  separately.  Some 
hon.  Members  might  desire  to  vote  in 
favour  of  some  of  the  propositions  in  the 
Amendment  and  against  others.  They 
were  separate  propositions. 


Mb.  LLOTD-GEORGB  : 

separate  propositions. 


They  are  not 


♦The  chairman  :  It  is  possibly  in 
my  power  to  separate  them. 

Mr.  cave  pointed  out  that  the  word 
"  habitually  "  occurred  twice  in  the  Bill 
in  line  17,  and  he  wished  to  know  which 
of  the  two  was  meant  in  this  Amendment. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is  evidently  the 
first  one  that  is  meant. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  2,  lines  35  and  36,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  is  convicted  of  any  offence,*  and 
insert  the  words  '  having  been  convicted  before 
any  Court  is  liable  to  have  a  detention  order 
made  against  him  under  the  Inebriates  Act, 
1898.'  "—{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 


Question  put, 
be  made." 


'  That  the  Amendment 


The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  351 ; 
Noes,  89.     (Division  List,  No.  145.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 
Aoland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agar'Ro^>^^'^B,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 


AYES. 

Agnew,  Sir  George  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 


Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 
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A  rrj «: r. '3  rnfr n  f.  m^-d^ — 

in  f.*;?*.  2,  iin*-  4*.'.  ro  i*^ 
■* ', r 'J     'J  i  f/  • . "  •  o  ^nr:  of  ^f  "  i 0 


Wolf.  '-,.i.*-^T  W-.:h.*lm 


«l 


.•  rronr.    •.r.* 
-n."  —  J/r.  CAian- 


F«    ad  Xr.  Kb 
Beack 

Question  par.    "  Thit  the  Clftiue,  11 
2kTri^iAfA.  st^cd  part  of  the  B3L'* 

The  Committee  divided : — Aws.  51; 
Noes.  158.     f  Divrs'oa  List.  Xo.  1-W.) 


.\;^^f  KoUr**r*.  Hon.  T.  '  .  R 

.\iri^y.-'/rt,h.  John  -SMrlin^f 
AU**^n,  I'f.rry 

AV,^rt.\..\fUnf\  /^.hri-t/ hur''  h. 
A:i*iJ.  '  h;ir!':-  K  (Stro'id, 
Arrfj-.»ron:^.  Vt.  '..  H'-^iton 
A-'i  ijtK.  KtJfn.H-r^i'•rHf•nry 
AttK'.ry.  John  M'-ir 
h;iifoiii.  KoU^rt  ^f>;inHrk) 
l;;inK'irv,  Sir  Krwji-rirk  (it-.oru*- 

H;irk"r,  John 

Rirlow,  Sir  John  K.  ^^orft'T-*-f  / 
|{<irl'»w.  iVf'ry  iH*-*l'(frf\) 
Harrtiu.  KouIfin'J  Hir-l 
l#;irry,  P'-'ImonH  J.'Tvron'-,\.  > 

fi<-;iiirh»rri|f.  K. 

»{*vk,  A.  (Vr-il 

H'll,  f:i<-h;irrl 

|{<'ll;iir<',  ^  arlvon 

l'»«-nn,SirJ,VVillijimsni*-vonf»Vt 

f{«iin,W.('I  'w'r  MMirilct-^.S.CK-o. 

iVnnrrtt,  K.  \. 

It«  rrirlui-,  T.  II.  I). 

Vf*  rtnnrt.  .Iiiliim 

lt«lh*II,SirJ.H.(KHMx.Komt'nl 

»:i||irll,  T.  I;.  fKswx,  .M»iMon; 

Mirn-ll»  IM.  lion.  .\ii;.'n.stinf 

liliwU,  Arlh'ir  W. 

l'>nifiiH(loii,  'r.  A. 

Itrnncli,  thirrifK 

Hrixht..  J.  A. 

HnK'kloInirHl,  \V.  H. 

hnxljc^  II.  C. 

Kronki*.  tStopiorfi 

Uninnrr,  .1.  K.  K.  (  Lmius.,  I^-iiih) 

Itrytio.  .f.  Ann  an 

Kn'chaniin.  TlionniH  Kyhurn 

Humynit,  W.  J.  I>. 

hurl,  \{\.  IIjmi.  Thonins 

ityJOH.  Williiun  Polliinl 
<'arr-(«(>inni,  II.     W. 
4-MUHton.Ht.Hn.|{i('biir<iKnight 
<'awlry,  Sir  Frodrrit'k 
i'hanrr.  Kri'drrick  William 
<'h«M'lhani,  .lohn  KriMlrrick 
<'hnT\,  Kt.  lion.  H.  K. 
<'hun-bili.  Ht.  lion.  Winston  S. 
<'hMiv:)i,  William 
4\>hlM))(l,  Krlix  ThornlfV 
<*ollin»4.  Strphon  (Lamhrlh) 
4V.llinM.Sir  Wm.J.CS.rancras.W 
4'ompton-Hirkrtt,  Sir  .1. 
4'orlM»ll.(MI(SnMsr\,K.(;riusl'd 
<'oin\\all.  Sir  Kilwin  A. 
<'ov\.  Sir  (  I  ill  on!  John 
Tot  ion.  Sir  M.  J.  S. 
ro>x;»»i.  W.  H. 
('rr;>n.  KnirtMU* 
CrrnuM-.  Sir  William  Kamlal 


AVES. 

'  ro^nei.j.  A.  H. 

'  ro-*ky.  Willlim  J. 

li^iizi^i.  J^mf'i  HeQr>- 

luw"'.  Klli.-  WiiiUm  [EitioQi 

fjdvi*r-.  TiiTj'^thy  iF=.-lha!ii» 

fi^vi';-.  W.  Howell  ■  Br-'ol,  S.p 

I-'-'-tir.  Arrhiir  f  F>linbiirzh.  S.  \ 

TJi'kin«op..W,H.I(St.Paiicra4.X. 

ni'  k-''.n-l'o\-nd^r.  Sir  John  P. 

\)if  k  Aorth.  .inTif* 

If.r.r  ,ri.  J.  H.    York.  <  »t!eyi 

fjiinn.  A.  E'lwiinl    K'amlwmei 

])iirin*-.M>i)or  E.Martin.'  WaU^ll 

Kdw-ird".  rif-mf-n^  /lienhi^^h) 

F3 lib: ink.  Mastf-r  of 

Ernkin".  iJavid  (.'. 

Khh#x,  R.  W. 

Kvnn-:.  Sir  Samuel  T. 

F^vcrfrtt,  R.  l^cey 

FVrcns,  T.  R. 

P'if-nnfH,  Hon.  Enstare 

Find  lay.  .\loxandor 

P'ostftr^  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Er*'<'mHn-Thomas.  Fr*'eman 

Fnllfr,  John  .Mirhaei  F. 

Fnlbrrtrm.  Hii^h 

Oibb,  JaniCH  (Harrow) 

( ;iM(Utonc,  Rt.  Hn.  Hcrlwrt  John 

(IfKJdard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

(ioo«h,  (Jr.'orjre  Peabo<ly  (Bath) 

(incnwofKl,  (f.  (Peterborough) 

<ir*'«'nv%'oofl.  Hamar'(York) 

(Irf'v,  111.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

rJnMiind,  John  W. 

Ilaidfinr,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B.    ■ 

Mall.  Fn'dcrirk 

Harfourt,Rt.Hn.L(RosHendalo  , 

liarcoiirl,  Robert  V.(Montrope) 

Hardy,  (ii'or^c  A.  (Suffolk) 

llarmsworth,  ('e<'il  B.  (Worc'r)  ;■ 

Harmsworth,  R.L.((  'aithn'ss-sh  ' 

Hart -Da  vie  s,  T.  | 

Harvey,  A.  (i.  ('.  (Rocbdale)       ; 

llarwood,  (.k»oTge 

Haslam,  .lanu's  (Derbyabire)       i 

Haslam,  J-K'wis  (Monmouth) 

II  a  worth,  Arthur  A.  1 

Hazfl,  Dr.  A.  E.  1 

HedpcH.  A.  Paget 

lUdme.  Morval  Wataon  | 

HoncbMstm.  .I.M.(Alx'rdeonAV.) 

Henrv,  Charles  S. 

HiMlH»rt.  Col.  Sir  Ivor(Mon.,  S.)  ' 

HcrU'rt.  T.  .\rm>kl  (Wycomlx*) 

Higham.  ilohn  Sharp 

Hobh(Mi>e.  Charles  K.  H. 

1 1  olden.  K.  Hopkinson 

Holland.  Sir  William  Henry 

Ho|H»,  W.  Hatenuui(Souierset.N. 

Horniman.  Kmslie  John 

Horridvie.  Thomas  Cardner 

H«>ward.  Hon.  lI«'ofVn\v 

Hut  ton.  .Vlfred  Eddison 


Hyde.  ClArendoa 
DimzircKth.  Prtt  H. 
ISAACS.  Bafoi  Duuel 
Jjckdoo.  R.  S. 
Jacobs.  Sir  June*  AIM 
JohiLsoo.  W.  i  Xaaf  atoB) 
Jones  jSirD.  BrrnmorfSwiMi) 
Jones.  Letf  ( Appk^brl 
Jones.  HmiAmfCuiurnnlii 
Kearley.  Hodsoa  E. 
Kekewich.  Sir  Georae 
Kins.  Alfred  John  (Enet^ 
Laidiaw.  Robert 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (BochHia) 
Lambert,  Georgv 
Lamont,  Xorman 
Layland-Barrart.  Fniidi 
Leeae.Sir  Joseph  FjicvriHlai 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.  Levy(£sfex,H«rwiEl 
Levy.  Sir  Maurice 
Lloyd -George,  Rt.  Hoo.  Ihnl 
Lupton,  .Arnold 
Luttrell.  Hugh  Fownet 
LvelK  Cliarles  Henxy 
Macdonald,  J.UiFaUskV^i 
M'Calluni,  John  M!. 
M'C'rae,  George 
MKiUop,  W. 

MLaren,  H.  D.  (Staff«ii,WJ 
M^Micking,  Bfojor  G. 
^laddison,  lYederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northaati) 
Marks.G.CVoydon  (LaiMiM) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (CoTcntiy) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem»  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mend,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  £.  8. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (CamwiXQ 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (CvmiiM 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  CleophM 
Miirray,Capt.  Hn.A.C.(KiM4 
Murray,  James  (Abeidflei,U 
Myer,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Nichol8on,Charle8  N.(I>obbiA 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Willin 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willaai 
Nuttall,  Harry 
(VDonnell,  C.  J.  (Wahrattt) 
Pearce,  Robert  (Stalb,  ImU 
Pearce,  William  (Ljuithoi) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  IX  (Cbfchwlrt 
Pearson,  W.H.M.  (SuMMF) 
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ing.  Sir  Francis  Allston 

d,  J.  W. 

Percy  Archer 

.,  J.  R. 

;,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 

in-,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

js,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm*gham) 

r,  O.  J. 

iop«.  (J.  I>oyd 

Sir  Henry 

1,  William 

Alexander 

in,  J. 

nplc,  Viscount 

,  Joseph 

,  John 
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S3avera8,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colon?! 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  JohnG. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Soares,  fmest  J. 
Staoger,  H.  Y. 

Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulnh  (Chesh.) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E:  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J  W.H.(8omer8et,E 
Thorne,  G.  R.  ( Wolverhampton 
Toulmin,  (jreorge 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

NOES. 

Du  (Vos,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,  Go  van 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Forstor,  Henry  William 
Crardner,  Ernest 
(Jill,  A.  H. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gooch,Henrj' Cubitt(Peckham) 
(foulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
(Iwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Halpin,  J. 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,lAurence  (Kent.Ashford 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Helmsley,  Vipcount 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
HilJH,  J.  W. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  >[ichacl 
Hope,Janies  Fitzalan  (Shefiicld 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hunt,  Rowland 

JenkinH,  J.  i 

Jowctt,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael  ' 

Ker:y,  Earl  of  j 

Keswick,  William  i 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael  | 

King,Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 
Lamhton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm.  ; 
Lanc-Fox,  G.  R.  I 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
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Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward, W.Dudley  (Sonthampt'n 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason ,  Rt .  Hn.  E.  (Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Wil]iams,Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wooi,*T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Joseph  Pease  and  Mr. 
Herbeit  Lewis. 


,  Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
,  Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (Dublin,S) 
I  Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
I  Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
'  MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
;   Macdonald,  J.  R.  (I/eioester) 

Mac  Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 

MacVcigh,Charlc8  (Donegal,E.) 
'  M* Arthur,  Charles 
'  M'Calmont,  O)lonel  James 

Magnus.  Sir  Philip 

Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
.   Meagher,  ^liohael 

Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
'  Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 

Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
.   Mooncy,  J.  J. 

Moore,  William 
!  Morpeth,  Viscount 

Morrison- Bell,  Captain 

Muldoon,  John 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nield,  Herbert 

Nolan,  Joseph 
'  0'Hrien,Kcndal(Tip|>erary  Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady.J. 

O'Kelly ,  Ja  me8(  Roscommon,N. 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pease,  Herbert  Pike( Darlington 

Powell,  Sur  Francis  Sharp 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 

Redmond, John  E.(VVaterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Richardson,  A. 
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.  Adjournment 


Roberts.  S.  (Shefficld,Eccle8all) 
RonaldAhay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  John  (Jjnncashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Smith,  Abel  fl.  (Hertford,Eafit) 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (T^itrim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Stanier,  Beville 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
StaiileV,Hn.Arthur(<)rm8kirk) 
Sta.  key,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff^h.) 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the  clock, 
the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 


{COMMONS^ 

Steadman,  W.  C.  I 

Summe.bell,  T.  I 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  rChiche.^te . )  , 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham)  I 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark)  j 
Thornton,  Percy  M.  , 

Valentia,  Vi  count  i 

Walker,  Col.  W.H.(Lp.ncashire) : 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Walsh,  Stephen 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent  ■ 
Wardc,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  (STATUTES). 
Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  moved  that 
a  humble  address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty  praying  him  to  withhold  his 
assent  from  the  proposed  Amendment  of 
Statute  4  of  the  statutes  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  London,  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  on  22nd  May.  He  said  that 
ten  years  ago  a  Bill  passed  through  the 
House  to  re-constitute  the  University  of 
London.  On  several  points  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  oppose  the  proposal,  but  a  sort 
of  compromise  was  agreed  upon.  The 
object  of  that  Bill  was  to  constitute  the 
University  out  of  various  teaching  in- 
stitutions in  the  vicinity  of  London,  and 
the  question  was  what  should  constitute 
the  University.  The  Bill,  which  was 
passed  in  1898,  decided  that  the  Univer- 
sity should  consist  of  the  Cliancellor, 
the  existing  fellows  thereof  for  their 
existing  lives,  the  senate,  the  graduates, 
and  the  students.  The  proposed  change 
added  to  the  constitution  of  the  Univer- 
sity **  appointed  and  recognised  teachers 
during  their  tenure  of  office  " — that  was 
to  say,  those  who  were  teaching  in  the 
different  colleges  during  the  time  they 
were  recognised  and  appointed.  He  sub- 
mitted that  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  appointments  of  those  teachers 
were  transient  and  uncertain.  The  ob- 
jection he  had  to  the  change  was,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  disturbed  the  balance 
of  the  arrangements  agreed  upon  when 
the  Act  constituting  the  University  was 
passed,  and,  in  the  second  place,  that  it 
introduced  a  totally  new  idea  of  a  L'ni- 
versity.  It  introduced  a  sort  of  lodger 
franchise.  That  was  not  in  keeping 
with  the  proper  idea  of  a  University, 
and  he  did  not  think  anv  other  Univer- 


Wardle,  Georf^e  J. 
White.  Patrick  (Menth.  Norths 
Williams.  CoL  K.  (Dorset.  W.i    ] 
Willonghby  de  Embv,  Lonl 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (We«thougfat<i> 
Wol£F,  Gustav  Wilbelm 
Wyndham.  Rt.  Hon.  Geoip 
Younger,  George 

Tkllxbs    fob    TBI   Nob- 
Mr.  George  Roberta  and  3lr. 
Charles  Duncan. 

sity  in  England  would  listen  to  audi  i 
proposal.  If  they  desired  to  give  tk 
teachers  a  position  and  more  pmt^ 
they  could  do  it  in  other  ways;  but, if 
they  became  members  of  the  UnivenitT, 
it  would  follow  that  they  would  duor 
and  the  claim  could  not  be  resistdl 
ultimately  to  become  part  of  the  Gob- 
vocation,  which  was  a  body  retunuDg  i 
Member  to  that  House.  Already  dinr 
had  sixteen  members  on  the  Senate. 
They  had  not  qualified  for  the  UniTOrtr 
at  all,  and  they  might  cease  to-monor 
to  be  members  of  it.  Yet  they  i» 
giving  them  a  power  double  thit  i 
those  who  had  passed  the  degrees,  ni 
became  members  of  the  Convocitiiii. 
The  number  on  the  list  was  about  Ml 
but  there  were  double  qualificationi; 
and  he  believed  it  meant  about  510 
individuals.  Anyone  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  Convocation  of  Lnidn 
University  knew  that  itsconstitnencyna 
scattered  all  over  the  country,  andk 
was  not  easy  to  get  together  a  hip 
number  of  the  members  of  the  ConToei- 
tion  because  of  the  expense,  the  £1- 
culty  and  the  time  in  travelling.  Tkcs 
teachers,  however,  were  all  within  a  T» 
ride  of  the  places  of  meetings.  Tkff 
lived  close  to  the  University,  and  wodi 
therefore,  have  a  power  in  the  Convoci* 
tion  quite  out  of  proportion  to  thor 
relative  numbers  in  the  body  of  Coi- 
vocation.  The  change  had  not  leceinl 
the  general  consent  of  any  portion  of  the 
University.  Convocation  had,  he  be- 
lieved, petitioned  against  it,  and  in  a 
vote  on  the  question  they  voted  againak 
it,  with  the  exception  of  four  dissentifiuti. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  at  this  point 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  then 
were  not  forty  Members  present. 

House  counted;  and  forty  Membera 
not  being  present — 

The  House  was  adjourned  at  half 
after  Eleven  of  the  Clock  tiK 
To-morrow. 


Returns, 


(30  June  1908} 
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OUSE    OF    LORDS 
Tuesday,  20th  June,  1908. 


IVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

!iORD  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
i  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
he  Examiners  that  the  further 
g  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
1  have  been  complied  with  : — 
im  Corporation. 

the   Certificate   that  no   further 
g  Orders  are   applicable   to  the 
g    Bill:— Public     Offices     Sites 
ion). 
lame  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
L.]  (Sevenoaks  and  Stourbridge 
Orders) ;  Tramways  Orders  Con- 
.n  (No.  2)  Bill  [H.L.]  (Potteries, 
•der). — Reported  from  the  Select 
;tee,  with  Amendments. 

and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
I  Bill  [H.L.]  (Bridgwater  Order) ; 
on  Board  Provisional  Orders  Con- 
n  (London)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  1 
—Reported  from  the  Select  CJom- 
with  Amendments. 

and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
:..]  (unopposed  Orders) ;  Pier  and 
r  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1.)  Bill 
unopposed  Orders) ;  Education 
E^ovisional  Orders  CJonfirmation 
i)  Bill  [h.l.]  (unopposed  Order).^ 
d,  with  Amendments. 

ways  Orders  (Confirmation  (No.  2) 
.L.]  (Unopposed  Orders). — Re- 
with  an  Amendment. 

kw  Burgh  Electricity,  etc.,  Bill ; 
?y  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Grarw  and  Ogmore 
I. — Reported,  with  Amendments. 

on  and  Southern  District  Tram- 
;ill  [h.l.].— The  Chairman  of 
TEES  informed  the  House  that 
noters  do  not  intend  to  proceed 

CXCL    [Fourth  Series.] 


further  with  the  Bill.     Ordered  that  the 
Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with. 

Fine  Art  and  General  Insurance  Com- 
pany Bill  [h.l.].— The  Chairman  of 
Committees  informed  the  House  that 
the  Promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill.  Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged. Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  not 
further  proceeded  with. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill ;  Humber 
Commercial  Railwav  and  Dock  Bill; 
Southwell  District  Gas  Bill.— Read  3% 
with  the  Amendments ;  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  (Commons. 

Louth  and  East  Coast  Railway  (iTano- 
fer)  Bill ;  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill. — 
Read  3*,  with  the  Amendment,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  O)mmons. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Com- 
mons ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No.  119.) 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirma- 
tion (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Education  Board  Provisional  Orders  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Re-com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-morrow. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Minute  of  the  Board,  dated  30th  June, 
1908,  modifying  the  regulations  applic- 
able to  schools  for  blind,  deaf,  defective, 
and  epileptic  children,  1907  [Cd.  3636.]. 

TRADE  REPORTS  :    ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  4049.  United  States  (Porto  Rico). 
No.  4050.  France  (Budget  for  1908). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

DESTRUCTIVE  INSECTS  AND  PESTS 
ACTS,  1877  AND  1907. 

Order  dated  18th  June,  1908,  entitled 
the  Destructive  Insects  and  Pests  Order 
of  1908. 

S 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN    BOARD. 
Thirtv-third    Annual    Report  of   the 
Public    Works   Loan   Board,  1907-1908, 
with  Appendices. 

WOODS.  FORESTS,  AND  LAND 
REVENUES. 

Eighty-sixth  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  His  Majesty's  Woods,  Forests 
and  Land  Revenues,  dated  29th  June, 
1908. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  SITES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  the 
oposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
The  Orders  made  on  16th  June  dis- 
charged, and  Bill  committed. 

ASSIZES  AND  QUARTER  SESSIONS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  further  Amendment. 
The  Report  of  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be 
received   to-morrow. 


(Amendmenl)  BOL 


THE  IRISH  LAND  ACT,  1903. 
Thk    Earl    of    DOXOUGHMORE  : 
Mv  Lords,  I  have  a  notice  ou  the  Paper 
lor  to-morrow — 

"  To  call  attention  to  the  delays  in  connec- 
tion with  the  provinion  and  distribution  of  the 
funds  required  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  pur- 
i»o8eH  of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903  ;  and  to  ask 
His  Majesty's  Government  whether  they  pro- 
pose to  take  any  steps  to  secure  the  eflEective 
carrying  out  of  the  purchase  provisions  of  the 
Act*;  and  to  move  for  Papers." 

I  have  been  in  communication  with  His 
^lajesty's  Government,  and  I  understand 
that  it  will  facilitate  their  arrangements 
if  the  debate  is  postponed.  I  am,  of 
course,  very  glad  to  agree  to  their  sug- 
gestion, and  I  intend  to  put  the  notice 
<lf»wn  for  Wednesday,  15th  July,  if  that 
will  be  convenient  to  your'^Lordships. 


M  ARRIAGE  ACT  (AMENDMENT)BILL  fH.L.]. 
f  Order  of  the  J)av  for  thft  Second 
Reading  read. 


your  Lordshi|>8    for    moie  than  a  &■ 
moments  in  stating  the  coune  I  propiai 
pursuing  in  relation  to  this  Bill.    It  lift 
Bill  containing,  I  believe,  a  very  pracdol 
and  useful  reform.     In  substance  it  it  to 
substitute,  for  the  fifteen  days'  retidon 
in  a  parish  required  now  by  law  beiorei 
marriage  can  be  solemnised,  fifteen  daii 
residence  within  the  diocese.     That  opcn- 
tion  is  not  a  very  ambitious  one,  bat  it 
the  same  time  it  is  one  of  great  practiod 
relief  to  the  laity.     A 'similar  Bill  mi 
twice  introduced  into  this  House  bj  Dr. 
Temple,  once  when   he    was  Bisliop  «f 
London  and  the   second  time  wlien  k 
was  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  m 
(Ml  both  occasions  passed  by  this  Hook. 
It  also  received  the   strenuous  support 
of  the  Episcopal  Bench,  who  suppiirtrf 
.Vrchbishop  Temple   when    the  divnioi 
was   taken.    In   these    circumstance!  I 
felt  that  there  was  every  prospect  of  tin 
success  of  the  Bill  this  year,  and  that  it 
was  likely  to  receive  full  episcopal  suppnt 
But  I  have  received  a   communicatin 
from  the  most  rev.   Primate,   who,  m 
terms  of  great  consideration,  informs  m 
that,  although  he  had  been  a  supporterof 
the  Bill  and  had  spoken  on  its  behalf,  he 
has   now,    with   the    knowledge   in  hii 
possession,  come  to  the  conclusion  thftt 
the  present  is  an  inopportune  time  far 
dealing  with  the  subject.     The  right  nf. 
Primate  feels  that  there  is  great  loiii- 
tiveuess  amoug  the  clergy  in  conseqnenee 
of  recent  legislation,  and  that  they  mi^ 
thip.k  the  Bill  was  designed  to  distnfc 
the   position   of   parish    churches.    He 
Lord  Archbishop  also  feels,  I  believe,  dit 
there  are  some  details  in  tj^e  Bill  whidi 
re<|uire  further  consideration  ;   henoe  the 
Bill  is  not,  as  I  had  hoped,  a  non-coi- 
tentious    one.    Yielding    to    the    gnit 
authority  of  the  most  rev.   Primate,  I 
accept  the  view  that  the  present  is  iwt 
an  opportune  time  for  dealing  with  the 
subject,  and  I  therefore  ask  your  Lori- 
ships'  leave  to  withdraw  the  BUI. 

Order  discharged,  and  Bill,   by  leate, 

withdrawn.  t- 


CRIMINAL  APPEAL  (AMENDMENT)  BOli 

[H.L.], 

Rill  read  3*  (according  to  Order). 


Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD  :    My  •     *Lord  ALVERSTONE  :     My  Loi^ 
Lords,  I  shall  not  occupy  the  attention  of !  there  is  a  small  Amendment  in  tbis  Bl 
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nrhich  I  desire  to  make.    I  have  carefully 
Mmsideied  the  observations  which  were 
Blade  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
Ale   Wooback  on  the   Second   Reading 
»f  ^this    Bill,    and    as    it      is    vitally 
important,     in    the    interests     of    the  . 
Dburt  of  Criminal  Appeal,  that  the  Bill 
ihoald    pass    as    soon    as    possible,    I 
pN^ose  to  modify  Clause  2  by  striking 
oat    the     words    after     "1907,"    and 
inserting  words  to  provide  that  from  and  ! 
after  this  date  the  Master  of  the  Crown  i 
Office  shall  be  the  registrar  of  the  Court . 
of  Criminal  Appeal.     That  will  avoid  all 
qpiestion  of  future  officers. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord  i 
Loreburn)  :  I  think  the  proposed  | 
Amendment  meets  the  criticism  which  1 1 
offered  to  Clause  2  of  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  i 
and  I,  therefore,  gladly  extend  approval 
to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment   made,   and    Bill   passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


♦Lord  ALVBRSTONE  :  My  Lords, 
I  desire  in  a  few  sentences  to  congratulate 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  this  Bill. 
With  regard  to  the  Privy  Council,  all  I 
will  say  is  that  I  believe  the  Amendment 
will  meet  complaints  and  objections 
made  in  the  past.  But  I  wish  particularly 
to  congratulate  the  Lord  Chancellor 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  law  so  far  as 
assisting  the  work  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
is  concerned.  The  restrictions  imposed 
with  regard  to  the  calling  up  of  Judges 
have  been  found  seriously  to  impede  the 
work  of  the  Court,  and  I  think  this 
amendment  of  the  law,  though  it  may 
only  be  a  small  reform,  will  go  a  long 
way  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  Lord  Justice. 
I,  therefore,  sincerely  hope  your  Lordships 
vn\\  pass  this  Bill. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according 
to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 


APPELLATE  JURISDICTION  BILL   [h.l.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 
^  .Order    of    the    Day    for    the    Second 
Xeading  read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  My 
Iiords,  this  is  what  may  be  called  a  small 
De}>artmental  Bill,  though  it  is  important 
in  ats  results.  The  first  proposal  is  to 
enable  Colonial  Judges  who  may  be 
available  to  be  asked  to  act  as  assessors 
with  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  on  the  hearing  of  appeals 
from  the  Colonies  with  which  they  were 
associated.  This  was  suggested  at  the 
<]k>lonial  Conference  by  the  representa- 
"tives  of  New  Zealand,  and  met  with 
tB;eneral  approval.  The  second  proposal 
18  to  enable  any  person  who  is  or  has  been 
<Jhief  Justice  or  Judge  of  any  High  Court 
in  British  India  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Privy  Council  to  be  summoned  to  sit 
upon  the  Judicial  Committee  of  that 
Council ;  and  the  third  proposal  is  to  , 
-facilitate  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  England 
receiving  the  assistance  of  any  Judge  of 
the  High  Court.  These  are  all  technical 
matters ;  they  are  reforms,  though  not 
-considerable   reforms. 

Moved,  *•  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
'2\''--^The  Lord  Phancellor.) 


INDMN  AFFAIRS. 
♦Lord  CURZONop  KEDLESTONrose 
to  call  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs  on 
the  frontier  and  in  the  interior  of  India  ; 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  could  give  the  House  any 
information  on  the  subject ;  and  to 
move  for  Papers. 

The  noble  Lord  said  :  My  Lords,  the 
Motion  which  stands  in  my  name  on  the 
Paper  has  not  been  put  down  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  wishes  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  but  in  concurrence  with  them.  It 
it  not,  therefore,  in  any  unfriendly,  and 
still  less  in  any  partisan  spirit  that  I  now 
move  it.  India  is  far  too  serious  a  subject 
to  admit  of  partisan  discussion  on  this 
or  on  any  occasion.  Like  foreign  affairs 
and  Colonial  affairs,  it  ought,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  be  lifted  outside  the  squalid 
atmosphere  of  party  contention.  It  is 
unfortunate  for  India  if  it  is  made  the 
subject  of  party  dissension  even  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  this  country,  but 
it  is  doubly  unfortunate  in  its  effect  in 
India,  where  there  are  plenty  of  people 
always  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any 
apparent  disagreement  between  the  two 
parties  at  home,  and  where  it  is  of  para- 
mount importance  that  the  Grovernment 
should  represent  a  continuous  tradition 
and   should   present  a  united  front.     I 
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think  that  is  a  proposition  which  is  true 
at  any  time,  and  especially  at  the  present 
moment,  when  we  are  confronted  with  a 
state  of  afpairs  in  India  which  challenges 
the  very  principles  upon  which  the 
Government  itself  exists. 


There  is  much  in  the  treatment  of  this 
question  by  the  Secretary  of  State  during 
the  past  two  years  which  has  excited  our 
sympathy    and    admiration.     We    know 
the  difficulties  \\'ith  which  he  has  been 
confronted  ;  we  have  an  idea  of  the  cross- 
fires to  which  he  has  been  exposed.     He 
will,  I  think,  be  the  first  to  acknowledge 
that  he  has  received  the  not  ungenerous 
Hympathy  and  support  of  the  Party  to 
which  I  belong,  and  if  there  are  some 
thinj^s  on  which  we  disagree  with  him,  or 
which  we  think  might  have  been  done 
differently,     and     if     we      say     so,    I  j 
am     sure    that     he     will    also    be    the  j 
last    to    object.      There    are,    I    think, 
special  reasons  for  this  discussion  at  the 
present  moment.     Since  the  noble  Vis- 
count entered  this  House  he  has  fomid  no 
opportunity  of  making  a  full  and  detailed 
statement  to  Parliament  of  the  condition 
of   affairs   in   India.     I   believe   he   will 
welcome  such  an  opportunity  himself  this 
aftemoon,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  country  at  large. 

There  are  some  of  us,  also,  who  have  an  | 
interest  in  India  who  have  something  to 
say,  and  it  is  not,  perhaps,  unnatural 
that  I  should  feel  that  desire  in  a  particu- 
lar decree.  A  man  who  has  administered 
the  jiovernment  of  India  for  nearly  seven 
years  cannot  lose  his  interest  in  that 
great  country.  In  my  case,  indeed,  it  is 
coterminous  with  my  life.  Still  less  will 
he  endeavour  to  divest  himself  of  any 
responsibility  which  may  properly  be  his. 
l)iirin.ir  the  two  and  a  half  years  since  I 
came  back  from  India  I  have  not,  I  hope, 
suiil  one  word  to  embarrass  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  noble  Viscount  or  to  render 
his  difVicult  task  more  difficult.  I  hold 
stronuly  the  view  that  the  actual  holders 
of  otliic.  and  particularly  of  Imperial 
olliic,  oiiiiht  to  be  left  to  develop  their 
|K»lii  V.  Theirs  is  the  knowled«re — in  the 
CUM'  i»f  i\  rcTUOte  country  like  India  almost 
tlu*  <'\chisive  knowledge — and  theirs  is 
the  it"^|M»nsibilitv  ;  and  I  should  shrink 
Ironi    Mitcrfering    prematurely    with   the 


and  calibre  of  the  noble  ViBCoant  had  set 
his  hand.  I  cannot  truthfully  say  that  i 
similar  reserve  has  been  shown  by  manj 
members  of  the  Party  to  which  he  belongs. 
Many  shameful  calumnies  and  m]SIepl^ 
sentations  have  been  uttered  on  tUs 
subject,  to  which  I  shall  have  oc<»si<mto 
allude  in  the  course  of  my  remarks. 

This  Motion  combines  in  a  sinde 
formula  frontier  aflEairs  and  the  intenil 
condition  of  India.  I  do  not  thenbr 
mean  to  assert  or  to  impl  j  that  there  n 
any  connection  between  frontier  troubhi 
and  the  internal  unrest  in  India.  I  hii^ 
seen  that  connection  asserted,  and  it  is 
not  inherently  improbable  ;  but  I  bi» 
coupled  the  two  subjects  in  the  sum 
Motion  solely  in  order  to  comprise  tkn 
in  a  single  discussion  and  to  enable  ik 
noble  Viscount  to  deal  with  both.  I  duU 
therefore,  deal  with  them  this  aftenum 
as  entirely  different  subjects. 

First,   I  will  deal  'with    the  frontia. 
Your  Lordships  will    remember  that  * 
few  months  ago  we  had  a  short  discnasioB 
on  the  expedition  against  the  Zakki  KM 
Afridis  which  was  then   proceeding  on 
the  frontier.     That  expedition  was  ooe- 
ducted  with  great  rapidity  and  snocoi 
by  the  military,  and  its  result  was*  I 
think,  a  conclusiye  vindication  of  tk 
wisdom  of  the  policy   which  has  bea 
pursued  by  both  Governments  nov  ior 
some  years.    When  we  hoped  that  aB 
was  quiet,  suddenly,  without  any  valu- 
ing, and,  apparently,  without  any  pnvD- 
cation,    we   heard   that    the    MohniBd 
tribe,   a  considerable   aggregation  iqM 
the  frontier,  were  bearing  down  in  laap 
numbers  upon  our  border.     I  say  vilk- 
out  any  apparent  provocation,  tlioifk 
I  have  observed  that  in  certain  qnaztui 
the  railway  to  which  the  militaiy  autkr 
ities  attach  very  great  importance  aal 
which  was  being  pushed,  for  strate^eal 
reasons,  through  the  country  lying  to  ^ 
south  of  the  Kabul  river  is  supposed  ta 
have   had   something   to    do    with  ike 
feeling  of  unrest,     miether  that  waa  » 
or  not  I  cannot  say.     Perhaps  the  Secn- 
tary  of  State  can  inform  us.     The  ziihnr 
did   not  threaten  or  go  through  their 
country,  and  I  do  not  mjrself  quite  lee 
they  should  have  been  offended. 


whv 
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t    'the  action  of  the  (Sovernment  was  speedy 
f    «ncl  e£Fective,  and  the  frontier  policy  of 
f     which  I  have  spoken  again  met  with  a 
1    "teiumphant  vindication.     Our  fear  has 
[     mhrays  been,  with  regard  to  that  policy, 
I     "that,   right   though   it   was   universally 
^admitted  to  be  in  principle,  it  was  ex- 
t     posed  to  the  danger  of  a  possible  break- 
down under  the  temptations  of  religious 
ianaticism  or  the  contagion  of  a  general 
conflagration  on  the  border.     However, 
when  the  Mohmands  advanced,   no  one 
^  ,  <mme  to  their  help.     They  appealed  to  the 
Zakka  E^hel,  who  would  have  none  of  it. 
*     They  turned  to  the  Afridis,  who  remained 
oilent.     They   looked   further   north   to 
Bajaur  and  Swat,  and  Bajaur  and  Swat, 
■"    to  UBe  a  familiar  phrase,  ''  abode  in  their 
Ixzeaches."     Accordingly,  this  threatened 
trouble  on  the  frontier    subsided  almost 
as  quickly  as  it  had  arisen. 

I  congratulate  the  Government  upon 
the  success  of  their  movement.  And  I 
think,  if  anybody  had  been  disposed  to 
doubt  the  success  of  the  scheme  of 
frontier  policy  which  has  been  in  exis- 
tence for  nearly  ten  years,  his  doubts 
must  really  have  been  dispelled  by  this 
.  <x;casion  ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  now  hear 
no  more  of  the  wild-cat  schemes  for 
advancing  into  the  tribal  territory,  an- 
nexing up  to  the  border,  driving  roads 
through  the  tribal  country  and  adminis- 
tering up  to  the  Durand  line. 

But,  in  the  course  of  this  Mohmand 
afiair,  there  occurred,  at  one  moment,  a 
Tery  serious  development.  We  suddenly 
heard  that  there  was  launched  against 
the  upper  end  of  the  Khaibar,  a  force 
emanating  from  Afghan  territory,  sup- 
plied with  Afghan  arms,  largely  con- 
sisting of  Afghxn  subjects,  its  commis- 
sariat derived  from  Afghanistan,  crossing 
the  frontier  by  the  aid  of  Afghan  officials, 
and  led  by  fanatical  mullahs,  one  of 
whom  was,  I  believe,  the  confidential  j 
confessor  of  the  Ameer  himself.  When 
the  Grovernment  of  India,  who  appear  to 
n?e  to  have  shown  extraordinary  patience 
and  forbearance  in  the  matter,  addressed 
the  Ameer,  there  was  a  long  and  ominous 
delay  before  he  replied.  Finally,  when 
he  issued  a  proclamation  recalling  his 
subjects,  the  movement  had  already  spent 
its  force  and  come  to  an  end. 

This  raises  a  very  momentous  question. 
I  am  as  strongly  in  favour  as  any  man 


in  this  House  of  the  policy  of  a  strong  and 
powerful  and  friendly  Afghanistan.  The 
less  we  interfere  with  that  country 
the  better ;  and  the  idea  of  forcing 
on  the  ,  Ameer  any  institutions  or  in- 
ventions either  of  peace  or  war  distasteful 
to  him  would,  I  think,  be  a  public  mistake. 
But  it  is  equally  important — and  this 
is  the  point  to  which  I  directed  the  whole 
of  my  aims  while  I  was  in  India — that 
there  should  be  an  absolutely  clear 
understanding  between  him  and  us  as 
to  our  respective  obligations  and  a 
faithful  fulfilment  on  both  sides  of  the 
engagements  into  which  we  have  entered. 
We  subsidise  the  Ameer.  We  allow 
the  unrestricted  importation  of  arms 
into  his  country.  We  demarcated  the 
tribal  boundary  between  our  territory 
and  his  with  his  father,  and  each  party 
then  accepted  responsibility  for  the 
tribes  on  his  side  of  the  border. 

In  the  case  of  the  present  Ameer  we 
have  gone  even  further.  We  have  made 
to  him  a  remarkable,  and,  as  I  think, 
not  altogether  called-for  concession. 
When  the  Dane  Mission  went  to  Kabul 
the  Ameer  was  allowed  to  dictate  to  us 
the  form  of  treaty.  We  conceded  the 
recognition  of  a  title  which  had  never 
been  asked  for  by  or  given  to  his  father. 
When  he  came  down  to  India  he  was 
permitted  to  claim,  and  he  received,  a 
salute  greater  than  would  be  given  to 
the  Tsar  of  Russia  or  the  Grerman  Emperor 
if  they  visited  our  Indian  Empire.  He 
was  permitted  to  lay  down  the  condition 
that  during  his  tour  in  India  no  business 
of  any  sort  should  be  talked.  He  was 
f^ted  in  every  way ;  and  when  he 
returned  to  his  country  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  of  State  congratulated 
himself  and  the  country  upon  the  success 
of  the  policy  that  had  been  pursued. 
So  far,  so  good. 

But  it  was  rather  a  disquieting  thing 
that  within  a  few  months  of  that  return 
we  had  an  expedition  largely  composed 
of  Afghan  subjects  let  loose  upon  our 
border,  and  that  the  restraining  word 
that  might  and  ought  to  have  been 
spoken  by  him  was  so  long  delayed. 
An  alliance  is  not  in  an  altogether 
wholesome  condition  when  the  subjects 
of  one  party  are  permitted  to  make 
raid  on  the  territories  of  the  other ; 
nor,  again,  is  it  an  altogether  reassuring 
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thing  that  we  should  admit  the  unre- 
stricted importation  of  arms  into  Afghan- 
istan with  the  melancholy  prospect  that 
they  may,  perhaps,  be  turned  against 
ourselves  in  the  future.  I  recognise  the 
Ameer's  difficult  position.  I  have,  per- 
sonally, great  confidence  in  his  loyalty  ; 
but  lie  is  in  a  difficult  position.  There 
is  always  a  strong  anti-British  party  at 
his  capital,  and  he  is  surrounded  with 
domestic  intrigue.  But,  while  making 
full  allowance  for  all  that,  the  situation, 
as  far  as  it  is  known  to  the  public,  has 
not  been  a  satisfactory  one ;  and  I  am. 
certain  the  House  will  welcome  any 
reassuring  statement  that  the  noble 
Lord  is  in  a  position  to  make. 

One  other  observation  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject.  I  refer  to  the  Anglo- 
Russian  Agreement.  In  February  last 
we  had  a  discussion  on  that  Agreement, 
and  the  noble  Marquess  Lord  Ripon 
told  us  then  that  the  Afghan  part  of  the 
Convention  had  been  referred  to  the 
Ameer  for  his  approval,  and  that  without 
his  assent  that  portion  of  the  Convention 
would  fall  to  the  ground.  The  noble 
Marquess  explained  to  us  on  that  occasion 
that  he  attributed  the  delay  in  receiving 
a  reply  to  the  customary  dilatoriness  of 
Oriental  procedure.  Under  existing  ar- 
rangements it  is  possible  to  get  a  com- 
munication to  the  Ameer  and  to  receive 
a  reply  from  him  in  two  or  three  days. 
But  since  the  official  communication  was 
addressed  to  the  Ameer  containing  the 
treaty  in  September  last,  nine  months 
have  elapsed,  and  it  is  notorious  that  no 
reply  has  yet  been  received.  The  Ameer 
is  a  very  attentive  follower  of  English 
politics,  and  he  must  be  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Govern - 
ment.  Whatever  may  be  the  result, 
it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  he  can 
have  regarded  the  Afghan  portion  of  the 
Convention  with  any  great  enthusiasm. 
Indeed,  I  think  anyone  who  knows 
anything  of  him  or  of  Afghanistan 
would  easily  have  foreseen  that  his 
sentiments  would  probably  be  of  another 
description. 

I  do  not  think  we  can  very  well  con- 
gratulate His  Majesty'b  Government  upon  i 
their  diplomacy  in  this  respect.    They  con-  i 
elude  an  important  international  agree- 
ment which  they  frequently  refer  to  as 
one  of  the  most  beneficial  achievements 
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of  their  administiation.     It  involves  im- 
portant arrangements  about  the  territorr   | 
and  the  relations  of  a  potentate  whoK 
foreign  affairs  are  in  their  hands  and  vbo 
is  handsomely  subsidised  by  them.    Ther 
do  not  consult  this  potentate  in  advance,  , 
though  it  is  to  me   quit«  inconc«vftble  i 
that  the  Government  of  India  should  oot 
have   advised  them    in    that   directioiL 
There    is    such    a    despeiate    hany  to 
conclude   that   treaty  that  the  coucDt 
of  the  Ameer  is  taken  for  granted,  ud 
thus    they   subject    themselves    to  tie 
rebuff — for  I  really  cannot  call  it  otkff- 
wise — of  having  to  wait  for  the  best  put 
of  a  year  for  a  reply,  while  in  the  intonl 
no    human  being    knows    whether  the 
Convention    is    in     operation    or   Mt. 
Nobody  would  be  better  pleased  thu 
myself  if  the  noble  Viscount  is  able  t> 
tell  us  that  success  has  already  attended, 
or  is  likely  soon  to  attend,  his  effoitL 
I  earnestly  hope,  for  the  sake  of  the  rek- 
tions  between  ourselves  and  Bussis  it 
St.  Petersburg,  and  the  relations  bet«ca 
ourselves  and  the  Ameer,  that  a  fsvom- 
able  reply  will  be  received.     Thou^  I 
have  no  great  admiration  for  the  trettyr 
though  I  have  criticised  it,  not  for  it» 
spirit,  which  is  admirable,   but  for  iti> 
terms,  which  I  think  were  bad,  I  BhoaU 
think  it  a  deplorable  thing  if  it  wen  to 
founder     on     such     a    rock     as    tkk 
But  my  point  is  that   this   rock  ongU 
to  have  been  foreseen  ;     that  anybodf 
who  had  even  a  passing   acquaintuc^ 
with  the  Ameer  or  with  Afghan  aibv 
could  have  foreseen  the  issue.     If  tb 
noble   Viscount  had  taken   the  tioaUr 
to  search  the  records  in  the  India  QBb* 
he  would  have  found  that  when  umikr 
arrangements  were  under  discussion  h 
the  time  of  the  noble   Marquess  Lori 
Lansdowne,  and  when  the  GovennnnS 
of  India  were  consulted  on  the  matter 
they  laid  down  as  an  essential  conditioi 
that  the  assent  of  the  Ameer  should  not 
be    assumed,    but    that    the    ordinsij 
compliment    and    courtesy     should   k 
paid  him  of  asking  his  views  in  advum. 
The  only  other  observation   I  have  to 
make  on  this  question  is  that  my  QnoB- 
tiou  concludes  with  a  Motion  for  Fapeik 
It  is  now  some  time  since  we  had  any 
Papers  laid  on  the  Table  on  the  8ub]flet 
of  Afghanistan,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
a    matter  of  interest  and  advantage  to 
many  Members  of  this  House  and  tofl^ 
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fmblic  if  the  noble  Lord  were  able  to  toms,  from  another  point  of  view  we 
tell  us  this  afternoon  that  he  would  lay  |  cannot  deny  the  seriousness  of  the  situa- 
on  the  Table  Papers  on  the  subject.  tion. 

I  now  turn  to  the  internal  condition  ^  When  we  read  of  attacks  being  made 
of  India,  which  is  a  subject  of  much  on  Europeans  in  the  great  military 
ter  anxiety  and  which  will  be  much  I  station  of  Rawalpindi,  of  serious  agita- 
easily  composed.  Events  have  been  j  tion  among  the  peasants  of  the  Punjab, 
moving  very  rapidly  during  the  past  of  disgraceful  riots  in  the  remote  and 
fcw  months  in  India.  It  is  a  mistake,  ;  hitherto  entirely  peaceful  comers  of 
]w>wever,  to  regard  the  movement  as  a  Madras,  of  prominent  citizens  being 
new  thing.     For  years  there  has  been  a    arrested  for  sedition  in  Bombay,  and  of 

Krty  in  India  implacably  opposed  to  |  the  whole  chapter  of  events  in  Bengal, 
itish  rule  in  that  country.  We  have  <  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  movemer.t 
iLad  to  endure  chronic  abuse  and  vitupera-  in  existence  in  India  which  has  wide 
tion  from  a  certain  section  of  the  native  ramifications,  which  is  backed  by  a 
Ptess,  and  from  time  to  time  there  have  ■  powerful  and  unscrupulous  organisation, 
heen  explosions  of  racial  violence  inciting  which  is  supported  by  large  funds,  which 
to  disorder  and  to  crime.  There  was  such  does  not  spring  from  any  local  or  isolated 
an  explosion  in  the  days  of  Lord  Lytton,  '  cause,  but  which  is  part  of  a  deliberate 
f  nd  there  was  another  in  the  time  of  ,  campaign  conducted  against  British  gov- 
Lord  Sandhurst,  when  he  was  Governor  emment  in  that  coimtry.  Moreover, 
of  Bombay.  But  lately  these  symptoms  my  Lords,  we  must  remember  that , 
of  unrest  have  developed  with  really  |  though  the  classes  which  propagate 
alarming  rapidity  until  finally  they  have  ;  sedition  may  be  numerically  small,  they 
culminated  in  what  cannot  be  otherwise  j  are  the  classes  which  have  almost  the 
described  than  as  a  menace,  not  merely  !  monopoly  of  education  and  the  influence 
.  to  Government,  but  to  the  very  structure  which  education  gives.  They  have  a 
on  which  society  itself  is  based  in  India,  ;  perfect  command  both  in  speech  and  in 

T  J         X  XI  •  1   xi.  ^  i.i.  X        •   •    I  writing  of  the  two  languages — English 

I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to  mmi-         -     "^  -^ .  © 

mise  this  unrest  any  more  than  we  ought 
to  exaggerate  it.  In  relation  to  the 
whole  continent  of  India  it  is  inconsider* 
able  and  almost  insignificant.  I  suppose 
if  we  had  any  means  of  making  are/ere«3unj 
to  the  300  millions  of  the  people  of  India, 
we  should  find  that  the  enormous  bulk 
of  them  were  wholly  unaware  of  the 
existence  of  this  unrest.  Moreover,  there 
are  powerful  and  valuable  elements  on 
our  side.  The  princes  of  India,  owing 
to  the  wise  policy  pursued  for  fifty  years, 
are,  I  believe,  unanimously  and  en- 
thusiastically on  the  side  of  Government. 
Although  attempts  of  the  most  sinister 
description  have  been  made  to  tamper 
with  the  loyalty  of  the  Army — ^attempts 
certain  to  be  renewed — they  have  been 
so  far,  I  believe,  unsuccessful.  The 
better  classes  of  the  people,  the  men  who 
have  a  stake  in  the  country,  are  also 
loyal — ^although  noble  Lords  can  scarcely 
have  an  idea  of  the  degree  of  timidity 
by    which  'these   persons   are    actuated, 


and  the  vernacular — and  they  possess  an 
influence  with  their  countrymen  greatly 
in  excess  either  of  their  numbers  or  of 
their  social  standing  in  the  country.  I 
do  not  think,  therefore,  that  we  ought 
to  underrate  the  seriousness  of  this 
movement.  I  hope  very  much  that  its 
dangerous  symptoms  will  abate  ;  but  I 
think  we  mu^t  count  upon  the  chronic 
continuance  of  unrest  in  India  for  the 
reason  that  the  causes  which  are  at 
the  bottom  of  it  are  not  ephemeral,  but 
in  some  respects  almost  permanent  in 
their  operation. 

There  is  not  time,  nor  am  I  sure  that 
this  would  be  the  occasion,  for  entering 
into  any  detailed  analysis  of  the  causes 
of  this  movement.  AH  of  them  are 
complex,  and  some  of  them  are  very 
obscure.  But  among  those  causes  a  few 
lie  on  the  surface.  It  will,  I  think,  be 
admitted  by  every  one  that  first  and 
foremost  among  these  is  the  education 
we  have  given  to  the  people  of  the 
or  the  degree  to  which  they  are  frightened    country.     For  years — indeed,  ever  since 


by  the  pressure,  the  threats,  and  the 
blackmail  of  the  native  Press  of  India. 
Though  these  are  the  favourable  sym- 


the  days  of  Lord  Macaulay,  who  may  be 
said  in  a  sense  to  be  the  author  of  much 
that  has  happened  since  then — we  have 
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been  giving  to  the  people  of  India  an 
education  which,  however  admirably 
suited  to  a  country  which  has  centuries 
of  constitutional  development  behind  it, 
is  profoundly  ill-adapted  to  a  country 
where  the  traditions,  the  social  customs, 
and  the  state  of  intellectual  evolution 
are  what  we  see  in  India.  It  has  taught 
the  people  of  India  the  catchwords  of 
Western  civilisation  without  inspiring 
them  with  its  spirit  or  inculcating  its 
sobriety.  It  has  sharpened  their  intellect 
without  forming  their  character.  When 
we  read  the  other  day  that  in  the  personal 
property  of  one  of  these  miserable  bomb- 
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gested  that  there  was  once  a  time, 
100  years  oi  leas  ago,  when  we  were  tnih 
in  touch  with  them,  but  that  at  aome 
period  since  we  have  gzown  anogjut 
and  stiff,  and  are  now  incapabk  of 
entering  into  any  relations  of  ami^v 
regard  with  them.  I  do  not  think  it  ii 
ever  true  that  national  character  pmsw 
these  sharp  or  sudden  zigzags,  ud  1 
believe  it  to  be  quite  untrue  of  our  feBor- 
subjects  in  that  countiy.  U  yon  look  it 
the  books  that  were  written  a  hnndnd 
years  ago— which  is  the  Satnmiu 
epoch  to  which  the  critics  now  nkt- 
such  a  work  as  the  "  Joumar'  of  Kikop 
Heber,  who  travelled  in   many  puti  oi 


throwers   who   was   arrested   there   was 

found  "  Mill  on  Liberty  "  and  "  Burke  ;  India  a  century  ago — ^you  will  find  in  Ui 
on  the  French  Revolution,"  we  can  writings  precisely  the  same  compliiidi 
detect  the  remote  spark  which  led  to  the  about  the  unsympathetic  character  of  on 
ultimate   conflagration.  ■  countrymen.     But  these   charges,  in  a 

far  as  they  were  true,  were  true  tfai 


The  second  and  very  potent  cause  of 
unrest  is,  I  believe,  the  ferment  which  is 
going  on  in  every  part  of  Asia  at  this 
moment,  and  which  has  been  greatly, 
almost  immeasurably,  aggravated  by  the 
success  of  Japan  over  Russia  in  the  last 
war.  This  is  the  lirst  occasion  for 
centuries  in  which  in  an  open  conflict 
between  East  and  West,  between  Asia 
ai\d  Europe,  Asia  has  triumphed.  The 
reverberations  of  that  victory*  have  echoed 
like  a  thuiulerclap  through  the  whispering 
galleries  of  the  East.  They  have  pro- 
duot\l  the  proirressive  movement  ii: 
Ohii^.a,  the  coi.stitutior.al  movement  in 
Persia,  the  revolutior.ary  movement  ii: 
Russia,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the 
activitv  That  has  beer;  mar.ifested  ii. 
different  pans  of  Central  Asia.  Ii. 
India,  I  OAii  cert  if  V.  because  it  occurred 
in  my  time,  that  thev  irave  ai.  immense 
imivtus  TO  the  racial  feeli:  c  in  rha: 
I  o v. ' .  T  r y .  Tl: e v  •  o  v. t  sha  pe  a : . i ;  o  ov.  r  ^ie: .  ^  o 
:.»   :ho   .'»<;^!r.i:i\v  s   '.ir.*:   :-  rmeil   i::   tr.v 
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of  a  minority  only  of  our  countijiiMD, 
and  if  they  are  true  now,  they  are  eqnlif 
true  of  a  minority  only,  and  I  beEra 
a  minority  which  has  grown  stetdilf 
smaller. 

What  has  changed  in  India  is,  not  db 
character  of  the  Englishman,  but  tk 
system    under   which    the    Engfishma 
works.      It     is     scarcely     possiUe  ti 
describe  the  degree  to  which  the  offidil 
Englishman  in  India  is  the  victim  oi  t 
system   more  rigid  than   >iiiiiM^H    lb 
increase  of  population,  the  enonnoiHiiR 
in  the  standards  of  adininirtiatian,  fc 
demands    of    education,    of    sanitatM. 
and  public  works,  the  spread  of  nihrifi 
bringing  constant  visits  from  inspcctoB 
and  officers  coming  to   see  how  be  ii 
getting  on.  the  diffusion  of  the  eketae 
telegraph  calling  from  him  for  ininai- 
tion  and  reports,  for  answers  to  fuitutit 
ar.d  ignorant  questions  pat  intheBriA 
House  of  Commons — all  theae  constiM 
ai:    overwhelming   burden    on  the  tb* 
of  the  district  official  in  India,  and  kiiv 
hin:  little  or  no  time  for  that  social  intff' 
vO.;rse  with  the  natives,  wiiich  is  sap- 
Tx>sod   to   have  been  in   <lavs   gone  if 
't.k!^   soiLTv^   of  their  confidence  and  d 
*:.:>    >rr>^*.:gth.     The    British    aflSdal  ii 
lv..v.:i  is  now  surrounded  by  narive  clah 
':v   R\rvs>s  who  talk  KngKA  as  well  tf 
';.:..<«.: :    and  that,  of  comae,  leads  to  i 
v  >::.:*/ a:  ion  on  his  pan  to  BakehuDHl 
:.^v.v..-.sr    vith    the    veiita<«lar  oi    At 
Ir.  these  ways  a  |sap  is  fiowi^ 
Si'ivi:^-';.  T^*  Errosh    ad  Ae 
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India  which  is  a  most  regrettable  thing, 
Imt  which  is  inevitable  because  it  is  in 
part  the  result  of  the  operations  of  the 
Parliamentary  system  in  this  country. 

There  is  another  and  very  different 
xespect  in  which  Englishmen,  or,  at  any 
xate,  a  small  knot  of  Englishmen,  have 
incurred  responsibility  for  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  India.  I  am  referring  to 
the  utterances,  sometimes  ignorant  and 
irresponsible,  sometimes  deliberate  and 
malignant,  of  a  small  knot  of  Englishmen 
who  have  been  preaching  the  doctrines 
of  self-government  for  years  to  the 
Indians,  denouncing  the  British  Govern- 
ment which  they  very  likely  have  them- 
selves served,  and  pouring  contempt  on 
the  race  from  which  they  themselves  are 
sprung.  Some  of  these  men  have  been 
members  of  the  Civil  Service,  which  they 
liave  left  under  conditions  producing  a 
sense  of  personal  grievance  in  their  minds. 
Some  of  them  are  English  Members  of 
Parliament,  some  of  them  are  journalists, 
some  of  them  are  itinerant  orators  of  the 
emotional  type  who  pay  visits  of  a  few 
weeks  to  India  to  tell  the  people  there 
what  they  ought  to  do,  and  then  come 
•  l>ack  here  and  tell  us  what  we  ought  to 
do.  Nearly  all  of  them  belong  to  the 
extreme  wing  of  the  Radical  Party.  A 
good  deal  of  their  ammunition  is,  I 
believe,  derived  from  the  earlier  writings 
of  the  noble  Viscount  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  although  I  fancy  that 
they  are  very  much  disappointed  with 
his  more  recent  action. 

These  persons,  particularly  if  they 
have  M.P.  added  to  their  name,  have  a 
valuation  in  India  greatly  in  excess  of 
that  which  they  enjoy  here  ;  and  when 
they  go  to  India  and  tell  the  people  there 
that  they  are  ruled  by  a  Russian 
despotism  or  that  the  methods  of  their 
Government  are  worse  than  Armenian 
Atrocities,  it  is  supposed  that  they  know 
something  about  Russia  and  Armenia, 
and  are  talking  truth.  It  is  possible  to 
show  that  some  of  the  utterances  of  which 
I  am  speaking  have  been  directly  respon- 
sible for  some  of  the  consequences  that 
have  ensued ;  and  when  we  tabulate 
as  I  am  endeavouring  to  do,  the  causes 
of  this  movement,  let  us  not  deny  a 
prominent  place  to  the  pernicious  action 
and  inflammatory  ^Titings  of  some  of 
our  own  countrymen. 


I  come  to  a  question  which  has  excited 
a  great  deal  of  attention — I  allude  to  the 
so-called  partition  of  Bengal.  More  ex- 
aggerated nonsense  has  been  talked  about 
this  question  than  almost  any  other 
question  of  contemporary  Indian  politics. 
We  are  told  that  it  is  the  main  cause  of 
the  unrest  throughout  India.  If  the 
unrest  were  confined  to  Bengal  there 
might  be  some  plausibility  in  that  plea ; 
but  do  the  peasants  of  the  Punjab  or 
the  people  of  Tuticorin  care  twopence 
about  the  partition  of  Bengal  ?  They 
have  not  the  slightest  idea  what  it 
means.  You  might  just  as  well  say 
that  the  rejection  of  the  Scottish  Land 
Bill  by  this  House  was  responsible  for  the 
agitation  in  Macedonia  or  the  outrages 
at  Lisbon.  We  are  also  told  that  there 
was  a  sinister  design  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  India  to  create  a  race  feud 
between  Hindus  and  Mahomedans, 
and  in  particular  that  the  partition  of 
Bengal  was  an  attempt  on  my  part  to 
avenge  myself  on  the  Bengalis  for  their 
hostility  to  some  of  the  measures  p:-ssed 
when  I  was  in  India.  It  is  a  calumny 
so  preposterous  that  it  scarcely  seems 
worthy  of  notice.  It  certainly  was  an 
advantage  of  the  measure  of  which  I  am 
speaking  that  the  Mahomedans  in 
Bengal,  who  represent  a  down-trodden 
and  backward  element  of  the  popula- 
tion, should  be  gathered  together  in  a 
province  where  there  would  be  greater 
scope  for  their  intellectual  development 
and  for  their  employment  in  the  future. 
But  the  credit  for  that,  if  credit  it  Ve, 
was  not  mine.  The  ultimate  form  which 
the  partition  took,  and  which  differed 
very  materially  from  the  proposals  I  put 
forward  in  the  first  place,  was  conceived 
when  the  Grovernment  of  India  was 
in  the  hands  of  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Ampthill.  When  I  returned  to  India,  I 
found  that  he  had  courteously  reserved 
the  matter  for  my  decision,  and,  knowing 
the  sincerity  and  the  thoroughness  with 
which  the  matter  had  been  discussed 
by  his  Government,  I  readily  acquiesced 
in  their  views. 

Now,  what  were  the  objects  of  the 
so-called  partition  of  Bengal  ?  Partition, 
I  think,  is  in  itself  an  inapt  and  un- 
desirable phrase.  It  suggests  a  forcible 
dismemberment  of  the  country,  much  as 
Poland  was  torn  to  pieces  by  its  avaricious 
neighbours.     The    partition    of    Bengal 
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was  merely  the  readjustment  of  the 
administrative  boundaries  of  that 
province  effected  by  a  duplication  of 
the  machinery  of  Government.  It  was 
as  if  the  Home  Office  or  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  this  country  were  to 
take  some  county  whose  population  had 
grown  to  such  an  extent  that  one  county 
council  could  not  well  manage  its  affairs, 
and  say  that  therefore  it  should  have 
two  coimcils  in  future.  There  were  two 
factors  with  which  we  were  confronted. 
The  first  was  this.  On  the  eastern  side 
of  Bengal  lay  the  remote  and  rather 
backward  pro\dnce  of  Assam,  with  no 
outlet  to  the  sea  for  its  industries,  and 
with  only  a  service  borrowed  from  Bengal. 
It  was  from  every  point  of  view  desirable 
that  Assam  should  be  extended  to  give 
it  the  outlet  of  which  I  speak,  and 
to  enabk  it  to  have  a  Commission  of  its 
own.  Then,  what  was  more,  I  found 
from  the  reports  of  the  officers  and 
from  my  own  inquiries  that,  owing  to 
the  enormous  burden  resting  on  the 
Lieutenant-Govenior  of  Bengal,  who 
had  to  administer  a  province  of 
80,000.000  people,  there  was  worse 
administration  and  a  greater  chasm 
between  the  Government  and  the  people 
in  the  east  of  Bengal  than  in  any  other 
part  of  India.  We  therefore  decided 
to  duplicate  the  machinery  of  Govern- 
ment, and  instead  of  having  one  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, one  Board  of  Revenue, 
one  Legislative  Council,  to  give  them  in 
each  case  two. 

That  measure  was  received  with  grati- 
tude by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
not  of  the  old  province  but  of  the  new 
province,  and  I  venture  to  say  it  has 
turned  out  a  great  administrative  advnn- 
ta<:e  to  the  people.  But  it  excited  fierce 
resentment  among  a  certain  section  of  the 
people.  It  struck  athwart  the  social 
and  material  interests  of  a  number  of 
individuals  and  communities  to  whom 
it  was  a  matter  of  importance  that 
everything  should  be  centralised  at 
Calcutta,  and  it  also  cut  athwart  the 
political  ambitions  of  those  extreme 
persons  and  agitators  who  looked  in  the 
future  to  an  occasion  when  they  might 
bring  the  undivided  force  of  the  whole 
Bengali  race  to  bear  upon  the  British 
Government  in  their  struggle  for  political 
concessions. 

Lord  Curzon  of  Kedleston. 


All  these  causes  operated  when  t\» 
measure  was  introduced,  and,  further, 
those  feelings  were  enhanced  by  tk 
manner  in  which  the  question  was  dealt 
with  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State 
for  India.  The  noble  Lord,  Lord  Midle 
ton,  the  Secretary  of  State  at  that  time, 
made  a  reference  to  the  partition  of 
Bengal  in  one  of  his  telegrams,  whi^ 
midoubtedly  led  to  the  inference  in  thx 
country  that  that  measure  had  beci 
thrown  as  a  sop  to  soothe  mv  wounded 
feelings  rather  than  on  grounds  of  poli- 
tical propriety  or  expediency. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  Will  tbe 
noble  Lord  quote  the  telegram  to  ^sUA 
he  refers  ? 

♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLESTOX: 
Yes.  These  were  the  words  of  the  noWe 
Lord.  It  was  a  telegram  connected 
with  my  resignation,  which,  as  the  How 
knows,  had  reference  to  a  questJOA 
of  military  administration,  and  hi 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  BengiL 
The  telegram  was  dated  August  16tL 
1905,  and  was  as  follows — 

**  Throughout  your  administratioo  my  «!• 
leagues  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  gnv  ym 
constant  support  in  the  many  measoni  d, 
administrative  reform  yon  have  initiated,  »• 
eluding  the  partition  of  Bengal,  upon  which  ie 
recently  adopted  your  propoBals. 

That  sentence  was  universally  read  in 
India,  and  the  noble  Lord  will  see  it  bf 
referring  to  the  papers,  to  mean— 
especially  when  taken  in  conjimctign 
with  the  tone  of  the  noble  Lord's  ova 
despatch  about  the  partition  of  Bengll 
— that  he  had,  so  to  speak,  thrown  tk 
partition  of  Bengal  to  me  in  order  to  mate 
matters  as  easy  as  possible  for  me  in  ccmae- 
quence  of  my  injured  feelings  arising  out 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  treated 
me  over  my  resignation.  I  do  not  aaj 
the  inference  was  just  or  unjust,  but  that 
it  was  universally  held  is  known  by  evwr- 
one  in  India,  and  can  be  demonstrated 
by  r(?ference  to  many  sources.  Thoa» 
feelings  have  been  enhanced  by  proceed- 
ings which  have  taken  place  under  the 
pn^sent  Administration.  There  haw 
been  more  answers  than  one  given  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  notably  an  answer 
by  the  late  Prime  Minister,  which  h*^ 
suggested  the  possibility  that  the  Go^w^" 
ment  are  not  unwilling  to  hear  new  &cta 
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or  new  arguments  which  might  con- 
ceivably lead  to  a  reconsideration  of  the 
€^8e.  The  terms  of  these  answers,  although 
I  believe  quite  innocent  in  themselves — 
I  am  not  complainiiig  of  them — were 
undoubtedly  read  in  India  as  suggesting 
the  possibility  that  the  Government 
might  reconsider  this  question.  Even 
pow  there  are  certain  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  a  large  section 
in  India,  who  believe  that  if  persistent 
pressure  is  applied  to  the  Grovernment 
they  may  yet  yield  on  the  matter.  If 
the  noble  Lord  in  his  speech  to  which  we 
.  wre  presently  to  listen  will  state  that  the 
*•  Government  adhere  absolutely  to  the 
y  policy  which  they  have  supported  for 
the  last  two-and-a-half  years,  it  will, 
I  believe,  do  more  than  anything  else  to 
£  crush  the  agitation  which  is  still  proceed- 
!  ing  on  the  matter  in  India.  For  my  own 
?  part  I  can  only  say  that  any  revocation 
or  modification  of  the  partition  of  Bengal 
— a  measure  accepted  by  two  Secretaries 
of  State,  two  Governments,  two  India 
Councils,  of  undoubted  administrative 
advantage,  inflicting  injury  upon  no  class 
or  community,  made  a  test  case  between 
the  extremist  partv  in  India  and  the 
Grovernment — would  place  a  premium 
upon  d'sloyal  agitation  in  India  in  future, 
and  render  the  government  of  India 
well-nigh  impossible  ;  and  future  Secre- 
taries of  State  would  rue  the  day  and 
would  not  forgive  the  man  by  whom 
that  concession  had  been   made. 

Then  we  are  sometimes  told  that  the 
unrest  is  due  to  the  harsh  and  oppressive 
measures  of  the  British  Government,  and 
particularly  to  the  reactionary  policy  of 
recent  years.  I  always  suspect  these 
cant  phrases  when  I  hear  them.  When 
a  Conservative  dislikes  any  measure  he 
calls  it  revolutionary,  and  when  a  Radical 
dislikes  any  measure  he  calls  it  reactionary. 
I  have  never  myself  been  able  to  ascertain 
what  the  reactionary  measures  were  to 
which  reference  was  made.  There  are 
several  noble  Lords  in  this  House  with 
whom  I  had  the  honour  of  being  associated 
in  the  government  of  India,  and  I  think 
I  shall  carry  them  with  me  when  I  say 
that  in  the  years  in  which  we  worked 
together  we  carried  a  very  considerable 
programme  of  administrative  reform  in 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  that  country. 
We  reduced  taxation  on  three  occasions  ; 


I  we  gave  large  sums  to  irrigation  ;    w^ 

I  reformed  the  police  ;  we  endeavoured  to 

'  purge   education   of   some   of  its  worst 

'  blemishes  and  to  supply  it  with  funds  ; 

we    organised    agriculture    and    created 

agricultural  banks.     These  measures  were 

received  with  acclamation  at  the  time,. 

and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the 

Secretary  of  State  what  are  the  oppressive 

or   reactionary   measures   of  which  the 

Government  of  India  in  my  time  were 

guilty,   or   if,   indeed,   he   can   find  any 

trace  of  them. 

I  pass  to  the  methods  with  which  the 

noble  Lord  is  dealing  with  the  situation  in 

India.     Those  methods  have  met  so  far 

I  with  our  cordial  support.     We  applauded 

'  him  when  he  ordered  the  deportation  of 

'  two   principal   authors   of   sedition   last 

I  year,   and   when   he   released  them   we 

I  accepted  his  judgment.    We  were  glad 

I  when  the  Government  of  India  issued  a 

circular  to  suppress  misconduct  in  colleges 

and  schools,  and  when  they  passed  a  law 

to    prohibit    seditious   meetings.     When 

the  noble  Lord  put  two  Indian  gentlemen 

on  his  council  in  London,  we  thought  it 

a  most  reasonable  concession,  and  I  am 

sure  we  are  all  prepared  to  give  favourable 

consideration    to    the    proposal    as    to 

advisory  councils   or   the   expansion   of 

legislative  councils  which  he  may  shortly 

put  before  us.     So  far  so  good.     But  these 

measures  have  been,  perhaps,  better  in 

their  intentions  than  in  their  execution. 

Certainly    they    have    not    altogether 

succeeded  in  their  results.     So  far  as  I  can 

ascertain   the   school  circular  has   been 

almost  a  dead  letter.     I  have  carefully 

studied    the    newspapers,  and    seditious 

meetings   seem   to    me   still   to   flourish 

unchecked. 

Then  there  was  the  calamitous  action 
about   which  it   is   my   duty  to   say  a 
word — the    acceptance    of    the    resigna- 
tion of  Sir  Bampfylde  Fuller.     He  was 
an   officer  of  great  ability  and  courage 
and    notorious      for     his      sympathies 
1  with  the  natives,  and  he  was  engaged 
'  in  the  face  of  much  obloquy  and  difficulty 
'  in  carrying  out  the  extremely  arduous 
I  task  of  introducing  the  new  administra- 
tion in  the  province  of  Eastern  Bengal. 
'  He  disagreed  with  the  Government  of 
India  on  a  point  of  importance,  and  was 
'  allowed  to  resign.    I  think  the  acceptance 
j  of  his  resignation  was  most  unfortunate. 
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because  it  gave  a  great  impetus  to  the  |  During  the  past  few  weeks  the  9j^ 
agitation  and  led  agitators  to  think  that,  i  ment  of  India  have  dealt  with  tte 
having  got  rid  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  I  subject  by  two  measures.  IJey  hiT« 
they  could  also  destroy  the  province.  |  passed  an  Explosives  Act  which  ui 
What  was  worse  still,  it  was  a  matter  ,  duplicate  of  a  measure  that  to  ctmrt 
of  great  discouragement  to  British  officers  |  with  great  rapidity  in  both  Hous»  of 
throughout  the  countrv.  It  took  the  ;  Parliament  here  in  1883.  None  Mb 
heart  out  of  them;  it  lowered  their  mora?e.  ;  has  a  word  to  say  against  that,  ^r 
If,  thev  said  to  themselves,  the  most '  have  also  introduced  and  earned  * 
conspicuous  and  able  of  our  number,  1  Press  Act.  I  wonder  if  the  people  in  tini 
who  is  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle,  has  ;  country  have  any  idea  of  the  apP^ 
been  deserted,  how  can  smaller  or  weaker  :  licence,  the  shameless  violence  wJiiA 
men  presume  to  hold  the  fort  ?  ;  characterises  much  of  the  writing  of  tte 

I  native  Press  in  India.     There  is  a  flectun 

I  daresay  the  Secretary  of  State  will  j  of  that  Press  which  exists  only  for  tke 

sav  that  it  is  improper  by  means  of  a  i  vituperation  of  the  British  Govemmat 


and  the  stirring  up  of  race  hatred  betwea 
the  two  peoples.  I  might  easily  mi 
you  sheaves  of  extracts  to  illustrate  mr 
point,  but  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  quoie 
the  words  of  the  Viceroy,  who,  in  i 
debate  on  this  Bill  the  other  day  in  h^ 
spoke  of  a  system  of  seditious  wntia; 
and  seditious  speaking  of  unpaitlleU 
virulence  as  existing  throughout  Indii 
There  is  not  a  coimtry  in  Europe,  then 
is  not  even  a  Repuhlic  in  South  America 
where    writing    of   this    sort    would  1» 


threat  of  resignation  to  hold  a  pistol  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.  I  am 
perhaps  entitled  to  speak  on  the  ethics 
of  resignation.  To  proffer  your  resigna- 
tion is  not  necessarily  to  hold  a  pistol 
a*^^  the  head  of  the  Government ;  it  is 
often  the  sole  resort  which  is  open  to  an 
honourable  man  who  has  strong  con- 
victions. That  was  the  case  with  Sir 
Bampfylde  Fuller.  Did  the  Government 
of  India  invite  him  to  reconsider  his 
position  ?  Did  they  give  him  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  his  views  or ,  tolerated.  IiT  India  it  is  ^ 
withdrawing  his  threat  ?  If  they  had  perilous,  because  there  you  have  an  ita 
done  so.  and  he  had  declined  to  take  it,  '  Government  conducting  the  govcmmflrt 
I  should  not  have  stood  up  in  this  House  ^^vith  only  a  scanty  force  behind  ft» 
to  say  a  word  in  his  defence.  No  such  ]  and  dependent  to  a  large  extent  upoo  to 
opportunity  was  driven.  He  was  sacri-  personal  prestige,  and  you  arc  ••» 
ficed  in  the  mistaken  belief  that  it  would  dealing  with  perhaps  the  most  crednloai 
pacify  the  agitators,  whereas,  as  I  believe,  and  impressionable  people  on  the  fcce 
an  entirely  opposite  result  has  ensued,  of  the  globe.  Every  day  they  aee  4* 
If  he  had  remained  in  Eastern  Bengal,  officers  of  the  Government  vilified,  th 
I  believe  it  would  have  been  pacified  Government  traduced,  and  British  nk 
long  before  now.  represented   as  a   harsh    and   infsmMi 

oppression.    I    noticed    the    other  dif 

During  the  last  few  months  events  in    that  a   bomb-throw^er,   who   killed  tio 
India  have  taken  a  more  dangerous  form,    p^or  innocent  women,  turned  out  to  be  I 
We  have  read  with  great  horror  of  the    young  man  who  had  been  had  up  te 
attempts  made  on  the  lives  of  British    distributing  seditious  literature  in  iMi 
officers    and    other   persons,    and    thoso    and  had  been  let  out  because  of  his  youlk 
have  culminated  in  the  discovery  of  a    by  the  Government  of  Bengal ;    and  ta 
conspiracy  which  has  behind  it  all  the    stated  himself  that  his  mind  had  be«B 
diabolical  resources  and  is  animated  l)y    inflamed  by  the  poison  of  the  vemscnltt 
all   the   fiendish   motives   of   the   worst    Press, 
anarchist  societies  in  history.     With  fear- 
ful rapidity  we  have  seen  the  state  of        Twice    before   now   has   special  PiMi 
affairs  in  India  pass  from  calunniy  and    legislation  had  to  be  introduced  in  Ind» 
misrepresentation  to  sedition,  from  sodi-    for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  this  stale 
tion  to  crinio,  and  from  crime  to  bloody    of  affairs.     The  first  case  was  in  the  tins 
anarchy.     This  shows,  I  think,  that  tho    of  the  Mutiny,  and  the  second  in  the  time 
treatment  so  far  adopted  has  not  been    of  Lord  L>'t.ton.    He  introduced  a  messon 
iilto<iether  successful. 

Lord  Curzon  of  Kedleston, 


intended    not   to    punish    that   sort  of 
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crime,  but  to  prevent  it.  In  1880,  the 
Liberal  Government  came  in,  and  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  arrived  in 
India,  and  in  deference  to  what  are 
called  Liberal  principles,  that  Act  was 
icpealed,  and  ever  since  we  have  had  to 
idy  upon  the  indifferent  protection  of 
the  penal  code.  I  say  the  indifferent 
protection  of  the  penal  code  because, 
•Ithoiigh  the  penal  [code  has  been 
stoengthened  since  that  date,  there  is 
•fanost  always  a  doubt  as  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law.  The  law  officers 
m  India  are  usually  averse  to  prosecution.  I  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  when  he  corn- 
It  18  attended  by  all  the  publicity  and  |  «iits  himself  to  the  opinion,  as  the  re- 
advertisement  of  public  trial,  and  with 
native  juries  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
what  will  be  the  nature  of  the  verdict. 


In  a  debate  upon  this  Bill  at  Simla  the 
other  day  he  spoke  as  follows — 

"  It  is  quite  possible  that  our  Bills  may  not 
be  strong  enough.  In  that  case  we  shall  not 
fail  to  amend  them ;  but  the  Newspaper  Bill 
in  no  way  takes  the  plaoe  of  a  general  Press 
Act,  and  in  no  way  ties  our  hands  as  to  the 
future  introduction  of  such  an  Act.  In  my 
opinion,  a  further  general  control  of  the  Press 
in  India  is  imperatively  necessary.'* 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  believe  that 
the  Viceroy  of  India  should  have  spoken 
in  that  sense  without  the  assent  of   the 


The  Government  of  India  have  now 
passed  a  Press  Act  which  deals  with 
incitements  to  murder  and  violence. 
If  I  may  presume  to  criticise  it,  it  seems 
to  me  not  altogether  adequate.  In  the 
first  place  it  sets  up  a  rather  cumbrous 
•nd  dilatory  machinery,  inasmuch  as  the 
intervention  of  the  local  government 
is  required.  Then  it  provides*  for  a 
conditional  order  of  forfeiture  of  the 
offending  Press,  with  a  public  inquiry 
And  the  advertisement  that  ensues, 
whereas,  in  my  judgment,  a  summary 
procedure  is  better  suited  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  Thirdly,  it  allows 
an  appeal  to  the  High  Court,  with  again 
the  opportunity  of  a  sensational  trial, 
and  possibly  the  overruling,  on  a  tech- 
nical ground,  of  the  Executive.  Surely 
when  we  are  dealing  with  a  conspiracy 
directed  against  the  main  principles 
of  government  and  against  human  life, 
when  the  question  at  stake  is  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order,  we  ought  not  to 
regard  this  as  a  question  of  a  judicial 
tribunal  at  all ;  it  is  a  question  as  to 
which  the  Executive  possess  the  sole 
responsibility.  But  it  is  my  chief  objection 
to  this  measure  that  it  is  confined  exclu- 
sively to  incitements  to  murder  and  vio- 
lence, and  that,  being  so  confined,  the 
great  torrent  of  ordinary  everyday  incite- 
ments to  sedition  and  attack  on  the 
British  Gk)vemment  will  continue.  I 
feel  additional  confidence  in  holding 
these  views  because  they  have  been 
publicly  expressed  by  the  Viceroy  himself. 


head  of  the  Government  in 
India,  that  a  further  general  control  of 
the  Press  in  India  is  imperatively  neces- 
sary, I  suppose  we  may  assume  that  that 
control  will  shortly  be  assumed.  In 
my  view  it  is  most  urgently  required. 
I  do  not  think  our  action  ought  to  be 
confined  to  incitements  to  murder  and 
violence.  I. think  we  ought  to  deal  with 
the  whole  range  of  seditious  writing  and 
speech  in  India,  and  I  hope  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  be  able  to  give  us  reassuring 
information  on  that  point. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  in  urging  action 
of  this  description  I  am  not  pressing  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  any  policy  of 
panic  or  repression.  There  is  surely  no 
repression  in  suppressing  seditious  acts 
or  speeches,  or  ensuring  the  protection 
of  your  fellow-countrymen  in  India.  I 
have  many  correspondents  in  India, 
and  they  look  to  the  Secretary  oi  State 
with  hope,  not  perhaps  untinged  with 
anxiety,  for  what  he  may  say  to  them 
on  this  subject.  He  has  stated  that  it 
is  the  first  duty  of  government  to  main- 
tain law  and  order.  They  want  that 
promise  to  be  carried  out  effectually, 
and  not  in  instalments.  It  has  needed 
the  murder  of  several  innocent  people 
to  give  us  the  Explosives  Act,  and  two 
years  of  incitement  to  give  us  the  Press 
Act.  Are  we  now  to  have  a  further 
torrent  of  sedition  of  the  class  I  have 
been  describing  before  the  next  stage  is 
reached,  and  the  noble  Lord  comes  to 
ask  for  fresh  powers  ?  The  point  of  view 
of  the  native  and  that  of  the  European 
in  India  are  different ;  I  do  not  think 
either  can  be  igrored.     When  the  native 
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sees  the  Goveniment  of  India  subjected  <  it  is  the  act  of  a    wise  statesman  to 
to  daily  vilification,  it  is  no  good  to  tell  !  broaden  the  basis  of    govenunent,  jut 
him  that  this  is  a  necessary  safety  valve,  :  as  it  is  the  act  of  the  prudent  financier 
and    that    these    dangerous    sentiments  ;  to  broaden  the  basis  of  taxation. 
will  otherwise   be  driven    underground.  , 

Anv  concessions  which  the  noble  Vjip 


He  draws  the  conclusion,  if  the  Grovem 
nient  fail  to  act,  that  they  are  afraid,  i 
The  European's  point  of  view  is  different. 
He,  whether  he  be  an  official  or  a  private 
person,    looks    to    the    Government    for 
the   protection   in   the  dischaige  of  his 
duties  or  his  business  to  which  he  thinks 
ho  is  justly  entitled,  and  officials  in  India  ' 
pre  looking  to  the  Secretary  of  StPte  at  ' 
the  present  moment  to  give  them  fresh  | 
spirit  to  grapple  with  the  terious  and 
difficult   problems  before  them — not  in 
order  to  maint.ain  their  own  selfish  in- 
terests, but  to  uphold  the  cause  of  Govern- 
ment and  society  in  that  country. 

The  other  day  I  had  an  interesting 
communication  from  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  intelligent  of  the  native 
chiefs  of  India,  and  he  gave  me  his  views. 
He  said — 


count  is  disposed  to  make  should,  howew, 
be    subject    to    three    conditions.    Tk 
first  is  that  thev  have  not  the  appearance 
of  being  wrung  from  him  by  fear.    Let 
them  be  measures  which,  agitation  or  no 
agitation,  he  will  be  prepared  to  jnstjfr 
on  the  ground  of  their  conformitv  with 
the    best    and   permanent    interests  of 
India.     The  second  condition  is,  I  think, 
that  British  rule,  which  needs  as  mock 
strengthening  and   support   as  we  can 
give   it,    should   not    be    weakened  hj 
them.    To  enlarge  the  Legislative  Gonndk 
in  India  to  a  point  at  which  the  riskmigkt 
be  incurred  of  placing  the  British  GoYem- 
!  ment — which  is  the  only  possible  Govern- 
ment in  that  country  and  to  which  no 
alternative  is  capable  of  being  suggested 
.  — in  a  position  where  they  might  con- 
ceivably find  themselves  in  a  minoritT, 
would    be    an    act    of    almost    sniddsl 
folly.    It  would  not  placate  the  enemiti 
of  the  Government,  it  would  alienate  tko 
friends  of  the  Government,  and  it  would 
embarrass  the  Executive  to  a  dangproa 
and  fatal  degree.     The  third  condition  ii 
that  the  concessions  should  be  preceded 
!  by  a  resolute  vindication  of  the  anthootf 
I  of  the  Government,  by  the  stem  repreaawi 
I  of    those    vile   incitements    to    outage 
'  and  disorder  of  which  I  have  been  spetk- 
!  ing,  and  by  the  encouragement  of  ill 
;  the    loyal    forces    in    India    which  in 
waiting  for  the  signal  to  come  fonmd 
so  soon  as  they  can  feel  confidence  ihit 
:  the    Government   are   strong    and  wiD 
not  be  afraid.     I  venture  to  think  thit 
'  a  very  grave  and  serious  responsibility 
rests  at  this  juncture  on  the  shonldea 
of   His    Majesty's   advisers,    and  it  ii 
our  earnest  hope  and  belief  that  thcf 
will  be  equal  to  it. 

Moved,  *'  That  an  humble  AddrcM  1» 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  Fl^an 
respecting  the  state  of  affiurs  on  the 
frontier  and  in  the  interior  of  India."— 
(77w  Lord  Curzon  of  KedluUm.) 

The  secretary    of    STATE  m 


"If  the  Secretary  of  State  at  this  moment, 
without  in  any  degree  abating  liig  generous 
intentions  with  regard  to  the  future,  were  to 
hold  up  for  a  period  of  twelve  months,  or  even 
of  six  months,  the  carrying  out  of  those  inten- 
tions, and  if  in  the  interval,  as  a  condition  of 
granting  them,  ho  were  to  insist  on  the  restora- 
tion of  order  and  tranquility  and  harmony 
between  the  races,  he  would  do  more  to  re- 
establish confidence  than  by  any  other  indi- 
vidual act.  On  the  other  hand,  if  ho  were  now  to 
announce  the  concessions  he  has  in  mind,  the 
announcement  would  be  attributed  not  to 
generosity,  but  to  fear." 

I  believe  those  opinions  are  widely  held, 
not  only  among  Indians,  but  also  among 
Europeans. 

As  regards  remedial  measures,  let  . 
nie  say  in  conclusion  *hat  although  we  ; 
do  not  know  what  form  they  will  assume,  i 
I  hope  they  will  be  somewhat  different  -. 
from  thosi*  which  were  published  last  ' 
year.  Yet  if  the  noble  Viscount  can  I 
devise  measures  for  associating  the  ■ 
people  of  India  with  our  Government, 
in  wider  and  more  responsible  functions  ' 
than  are  now  open  to  them,  I  am  sure  ' 
those  proposals  will  not  be  received ' 
in  a  critical  or  ungenerous  spirit  on  , 
this  side  of  the  House.  He  will,  after  all, 
only    be    carrying    out    the    traditional  ; 

policy  of  the  British  in  India.     No  one,  =      ^^^^,«*.*, 

either  now  or  in  the  future,  would  wish  '  INDIA  (Viscount  Morlby  of  Blagk- 
to  cry  halt  to  constitutional  progress  burn)  :  My  Lords,  I  feel  that  the  nobb 
in  that  country.     We  all  recognise  that  i  Lord  has  in  many  parts  of  hia.  Bpeeek 
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•aid  nothing  from  which  I  could  in  the 
subtest  degree  differ.   His  knowledge  of 
India    and    the    active    and  prominent 
part  which  he  played  in  its  administra- 
'tion  for  six  or  seven  years  (give  him  a 
"title  to  speak  on  India  which,  if  it  were 
not  for  my  office,  I  could  hardly  claim. 
Bat  I  do  not  see  why  the  noble  Lord  | 
aihoald  have  wound  up  with  an  appea  1  to  i 
me  as  Secretary  of  State  to  be  quite  sure  | 
Ito  resist  sedition  and  to  preserve  order.  | 
Anyone  who  is  familiar  with  the  history 
4>f  Indian  administration  in  the  two  and  a 
lialf  years  during  which  I  have  been  in 
this  country  responsible  for  it  will  do 
ane  the  justice  to  say  that  I  have  never 
mllowed  anything,  either  popularity  in 
tiiafHouse  of  Commons  or  popularity 
mmong   my    own    friends    outside    the 
House  of  Commons,  to  divert  me  for  one  , 
moment  by  a  hair's  breadth  from  any 
action  or  policy  that  I  thought  order 
xequired. 

The  noble  Lord  has  said  that  the 
introduction  of  this  Motion  has  my 
Mitire  concurrence.  That  is  ^uite  true, 
Imt  at  the  same  time  I  am  seriously  dis- 
appointed at  the  tone  adopted  by  the 
noUe  Lord  on  one  or  two  points.  To 
tiiem  I  will  come  by-and-bye.  I  will  only 
•ay  now  that  I  think  the  noble  Lord  has 
not  been  quite  careful  to  remember  that 
we  who  are  here  to-night  are  not  the  only 

Krticipants  in  the  debate.  There  are 
en  and  vigilant  listeners  in  many 
quarters.  There  are,  of  course,  the 
officers  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
Simla,  there  are  the  political  parties  in 
India,  those  who  are  called  the  Moderates 
and  the  Extremists,  and  the  European 
community  in  India.  They  are  all 
listeners.  There  are  also  persons  who 
listen  in  the  fastnesses  of  Kabul,  and 
every  word  spoken  to-night  by  the  noble 
Lord  will  find  its  way  by  this  day  week  to 
Kabul.  I  think  the  noble  Lord  has  for- 
gotten those  things — I  think  he  has 
forgotten  that  we  are  a  responsible 
Cxovemment  and  that  we  have  to  con- 
sider whether  the  language  used  or  the 
measures  adopted  by  us  tend  to  play  into 
the  hands  of  those  opponents  of  all  possi- 
ble or  serious  reform  who  are  looking  on 
our  Government  with  a  sinister  gleam 
in  their  eyes  and  infatuated  dreams  in 
their  hearts.  Much  o|  the  language  used 
by  the  noble  Lord  will  be  thought   by 


those  men  to  be  helpful  to  them  against 
their  moderate  rivals. 

I  always  speak  with  the  utmost 
respect  of  the  noble  Lord  when  he 
is  upon  Indian  ground — ^his  knowledge  is 
so  enormous,  so  sure-footed,  so  acute. 
I  agree  with  him  that  this  is  one  of  the 
foremost  questions  that  can  engage  the 
attention  of  the  British  Parliament.  In 
my  view,  after  considerable  experience 
of  responsibility,  the  question  of  India 
stands  in  the  very  front  rank,  along  with 
two  or  three  other  questions,  such  as 
national  defence,  the  relations  with  the 
Colonies,  and  financial  matters.  You 
can  name  no  front  rank  question  with 
which  India  is  not  on  a  perfect  level 
in  its  claim  to  vigilant  and  serious  atten- 
tion. I  know  your  Lordships  entirely 
agree  with  that.  I  do  not  go  as  far  as  the 
noble  Lord  who  once  said  that  he  was 
more  proud,  or  as  proud,  of  being  a  citi- 
zen of  the  country  which  had  done  the 
greatest  thing  ever  done — that  is,  had 
established  English  rule  in  India — as  he 
was  of  being  a  citizen  of  the  country  that 
defeated  the  Spanish  Armada  and  pro- 
duced Hampden  and  Pitt.  I  cannot* 
read  history  in  that  light. 

What  does  it  mean  ?  This  is  not  an 
entirely  idle  or  theoretical  digression. 
It  means  that  to  have  beaten  back  the 
dark  and  bigoted  power  of  Spain  in  the 
16th  century  from  our  shores  and  in  the 
17th  century  to  have  founded  institutions 
and  laid  down  principles  which  are  not 
only  the  glory  of  our  own  country,  but 
which  have  been  made  the  model  and 
example  for  the  whole  civilised  world  ; 
and,  thirdly,  to  have  established  the 
supremacy  of  England,  as  Pitt  did, 
over  France,  in  North  America,  with  all 
the  tremendous  issues  involved  in  that 
transaction.  While  I  have  every  desire 
to  think  well  of  heroic  shades,  I  think  it 
indicates  defects  in  the  noble  Lord's 
point  of  view  when  he  places  those 
rxhievements  on  a  level  with  the  achieve- 
ments, grand  as  they  were,  of  Clive  and 
Warren  Hastings  and  Lord  Wellesley. 
That  shows  that  the  noble  Lord  is  not 
sensible  of  the  duty  of  this  country  to 
keep  alive  those  great  traditions  and 
achievements. 

When  the  noble  Lord  began  by  saying 
that  India  ought  to  be  outside  all  party 
considerations,  I  began  to  be  suspicions. 
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because  I  have  always  observed  in  my 
political  experience  that  when  Gentlemen 
begin  by  disclaiming  the  possibility  of  a 
party  attitude  they  very  soon  find 
themselves  in  a  severely  party  attitude. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  see  no  difference 
whatever  in  the  tone  and  spirit  and 
method  and  tactics  of  the  noble  Lord 
on  this  most  grave  subject  from  the 
spirit  and  method  of  any  ordinary 
party  debate. 

*LoRD  CURZON  OP  KEDLESTON : 
Oh,  really  ! 

ViscouxT  MORLEY  of  BLACK- 
BURN :  The  noble  Lord  quarrels  with 
me  for  saying  that. 

*LoRD  CURZON  OP  KEDLESTON  :  I 
am  in  the  recollection  of  the  House.  I 
made  no  sort  of  party  or  debating  attack 
on  the  noble  Viscount  at  any  point.  I 
rendered  him  the  most  cordial  and 
sincere  recognition  of  his  services  as 
Secretary  of  State  and  his  attitude 
on  all  Indian  questions.  I  promised,  as 
far  as  my  support  is  worth  anything, 
my  most  sympathetic  consideration, 
of  any  proposals  that  he  may  make. 
Really,  to  hear  that  my  speech  was 
animated  by  a  party  attitude  is  just  as 
great  a  travesty  of  my  position  as  is 
the  account  of  my  views  of  the  Armada 
and  the  Government  of  India  which  the 
noble  Viscount  has  given. 

Viscount  MORLEY  of  BLACK- 
BURN:  Well,  the  House  must,  of 
course,  judge  what  is  and  what  is  not 
party  criticism ;  and,  after  all,  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised,  because  the  greatest 
party  struggles  in  all  our  history  have 
taken  place  on  Indian  subjects  within 
comparatively  recent  date.  Now,  my 
Lords,  the  noble  Lord,  in  talking  of  the 
sources  of  mischief  to  which  Indian 
peace  is  exposed  and  the  sources  of 
annoyance  and  trouble  to  which  Indian 
officers  are  exposed,  mentioned  Questions 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  made 
the  very  remarkable  statement  that  such 
Questions  were  fatal  or  deleterious. 
Nobody  now  living  has  more  reason 
than  myself  to  dislike  the  questioning 
which  has  gone  on  for  the  last  two  and  a 
half  years,  but  it  has  not  had  the  slightest 
significance  or  importance.     It  has  taken 

Viscount  Morley  of  Blackburn. 


up  a  certain  amount  of  my  time,  and  o{ 
the  time  of  some  of  my  ofl&cers,  but  nott 
very  great  amount ;  but  does  anybody 
suppose  that  democracy  is  going  to  be 
without  its  simpletons  1  Perbap»  sot 
even  an  aristocracy  is  without  its  simple 
tons.  When  the  noble  Lord  lays  dm 
the  tremendous  projKwition  that  th* 
Parliamentary  system  is  incompttiUF 
with  the  maintenance  of  our  power  in 
India 

♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLESTOK:  I 

am  very  sorry  to  interrupt,  but  I  did  o« 
lay  down  anything  so  absurd  as  thit 
So  far  from  deprecating  Parliamenwir 
Questions,  the  noble  Lord  will  remember 
that  I  used  to  revel  in  them  myself  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  AH  I  did  say  m 
that  the  duty  of  answering  them  ofcet 
imposed  a  heavy  and  unreasooiUp 
burden  on  the  district  officers  in  Indie. 

Viscount  MORLEY  of  BLACK- 
BURN:  The  noble  Lord  used  sm 
expression  about  the  Parliamentary  inr 
tem  which  implied  that  it  was  inf«i" 
patible  with  the  maintenance  of  wder  ii 
India. 

♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLESTON:* 

Viscount  MORLEY  or  BLACK- 
BURN:  I  am  glad  I  was  mirtaki. 
However,  I  was  going  to  ask  luBr 
and  I  do  ask  him,  if  he  dislikN 
Parliamentary  action,  whether  inanoAcr 
place  or  in  this  House,  what  •» 
you  going  to  do  with  your  PiA" 
mentary  system  ?  It  is  all  very  wellfcr 
the  noble  Lord  sitting  there,  now  fat 
from  all  responsibility ;  but  if  h«  «» 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House  he  vodd 
feel  that  he  had  to  carry  on  with  i 
Parliamentary  system  in  one  way  * 
another.  I  rather  think  he  indulged  a 
cheap  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  unworfty 
irony  as  to  the  literary  sources  of  these 
questioners,  and  some  of  their  friends  ii 
England— Mill  and  Burke,  and  aont 
contemporary  writers.  What  are  yon 
going  to  do  ?  Are  you  going  to  prevent 
them  reading  Mill  and  even  conteD- 
porary  wTiters  ?  The  noble  Lord  doei 
not  seem  to  see  that  we  are  face  to  fact 
\^4th  an  immensely  difficult  problem,  sad 
that  the  conditions  are  fixed  on  us.  I 
agree   that  Macaulay  and   those    oAff 
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great  men  who  made  education  in  India 
what  it  was  are  responsible  for  a  great 
deal  of  what  has  happened  since.  What 
fhe  noble  Lord's  achievements  were  in 
ah/b  field  of  education  I  cannot  accurately 
eriticise  ;  but  I  feel  this  assuredly,  that 
may  Government  or  Viceroy  who  takes  in 
luuid  at  the  roots  the  present  condition 
«l  unrest  will  devote  all  the  powers  of  his 
mind  to  the  revision  of  the  education 
•jTBtem. 

The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  the  partition 
J  of  Bengal.     Now,  I  have  never  for  my 
J  0wn  part  indulged  in  any  of  the  accusa- 
^  tions  of  which  he  has  complained,  and  the 
'<:  lefatation  of  which  appears  to  have  been 
1  Itja  main  object  in  bringing  forward  this 
t  aot  very  fruitful  discussion.     The  parti- 
I'  tion  of  Bengal  was  a  proceeding  I  thought 
^  mistaken  in  its  methods,  but  no  language 
lias  ever  fallen  from  my  lips  that  has  in 
any  way  shaken  the  conclusion  that  the 
partition  of  Bengal  was  a  settled  fact  so 
mr  as  I  am  concerned.     I  will  say  without 
any  danger  of  being  misunderstood  that, 
.  wlien  I  consider  all  the  circumstances 
wider  which  the  partition  was  made — ^it 
was  a  matter  of  adjusting  boundaries  and 
operations  of  that  kind — ^I  could  never 
see  why  it  should  have  been  regarded  as 
io  sacrosanct.     It  may  be  it  is  so,  and 
*  for  me  it  is  so  because  it  has  become  a 
test,  and  by  that  test  I  mean  to  abide  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned.     But  the  noble 
Lord  rather  surprised  me,  and  I  am  sure 
lie  surprised  Lord  Ampthill,  when  he  said 
tliat  he  returned  to  India  from  his  stay  in 
England  in  1904-5  and  accepted  without 
question  what  he  found.     I  have  been 
informed,   and   I   believe   rightly,   that, 
while  Lord  Ampthill  and  Sir  A.  Fraser, 
the  Lieutenant -GrOYernor  of  Bengal,  were 
liammering  out  the  final  scheme  of  read- 
justment of  boundaries,  at  every  stage  the 
noble  Lord  had  communications  made  to 
him    on    every    single    particular    from 
time  to  time. 

♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLESTON  : 
No. 

Viscount  MORLEY  of  BLACK- 
BURN :  Here  I  am  in  a  position  of 
tertius  gaudens,  I  must  leave  the  noble 
Lord  and  the  noble  Lord  behind  him  to 
settle  that  between  them,  and  I  hope  that 
they  will  be  able  to  do  so.    Now,  as  to 

VOL.  CXCL    [Fourth  Serifs.] 


Sir  Bampfylde  Fuller,  the  acceptance  of 
whose  resignation  by  the  Grovemment 
with  regard  to  the  partition  of  Bengal 
the  noble  Lord  has  so  severely  criticised 
— I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Sir 
Bampfylde  Fuller ;  I  have  had  more 
than  one  conversation  with  him,  and 
have  a  great  opinion  of  his  many  gifts ; 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  read  with 
suirprise  a  letter  published  by  him  the 
other  day  in  The  Times  newspaper 
headed  "  J'accuse,"  and  attacking  Lord 
Minto  and,  in  a  lesser  degree,  and  with  a 
good  deal  of  innuendo,  myself.  Now, 
Sir  Bampfylde  Fuller  is  a  clever  and 
distinguished  man  who  has  held  high 
office  in  Indian  Grovernment.  What 
does  he  do  ?  He  takes  this  moment  of 
all  others,  when  there  is  a  Viceroy  at 
Simla  manfully  struggling  with  enormous 
difficulties  which  nobody  is  better  able  to 
measure  than  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
to  pour  into  the  columns  of  the  English 
Press  what  I  cannot  but  call  a  vitriolic 
attack  on  that  great  officer.  The  noble 
Lord  may  defend  him  as  he  likes.  I 
rather  wonder  that  he  should. 

♦Lord  CURZON    of   KEDLESTON  : 
I  did  not. 

Viscount  MORLEY  op  BLACK- 
BURN :  The  noble  Lord  says  we  were 
wrong  in  accepting  his  resignation.  Were 
we  wrong  ?  Is  it  really  to  be  submitted 
to  this  House  that,  whenever  a  Lieutenant - 
Grovernor  or  anybody  else  cannot  have 
his  own  way,  he  is  to  threaten  the 
Viceroy  with  resignation  ?  I  do  not 
think  that  there  has  ever  been  a  man  who 
has  occupied  the  position  of  Viceroy  who 
would  more  stubbornly  resist  any  such 
action  than  the  noble  Lord  himselt  If 
I  had  been  in  the  position  of  a  Lieutenant- 
Governor  I  would  never  have  sent  in  my 
resignation  to  him,  because  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  it  would  have  been  immedi- 
ately accepted.  I  can  only  say  for  my 
part  that,  so  long  as  I  am  concerned  with 
the  Indian  Government,  if  anybody 
tenders  his  resignation  because  he  cannot 
have  his  own  way  against  the  deliber- 
ately formed  views  of  his  superior 
authorities,  that  resignation  will  b( 
promptly  and  peremptorily  accepted. 

The  noble  Lord  says  that  disastrous 
effects   followed   the  acceptance  of  Sir 
T 
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Bampfylde  Fuller's  resignation.  That 
is  entirely  opposed  to  the  facts.  I  do 
not  think  I  can  publicly  name  my 
authority,  but  if  I  tell  the  noble  Lord 
privately  he  will  agree  that  better 
authority  there  could  not  be.  This  is 
what  I  understand  to  have  been  the 
result  on  the  spot  of  the  acceptance  of 
the  resignation — 

'*  There  was  great  jubilation  in  certain 
journalistic  quarters  in  Calcutta,  but  no  in- 
creased violence  followed.  As  to  insolence 
to  Europeans,  it  almost  entirely  ceased,  and 
when  Sir  A.  Fraser,  his  successor,  went  to 
Decca  some  three  months  later,  nothing  of  the 
kind  took  place.  Nor  has  an3rthing  been 
heard  of  any  recrudescence." 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  particularly  wise  in 
me  to  say  that,  because  I  shall  be  told 
by-and-b^  e  that  my  words  are  an  induce- 
ment to  violence.  It  is  quite  imtrue  to 
say  that  the  resignation  caused  any 
violence.  The  measure  was  an  act  of 
most  salutary  discipline,  and  in  similar 
circumstances  I  should  take  the  same 
course. 

Now  about  the  frontier  policy.  We 
have  had  two  large  or  considerable  frontier 
enterprises.  Both  have  been  conducted 
with  extraordinary  military  skill  and 
efficiency  and  have  been  entirely  successful. 
We  have  not  had  what  the  Government  of 
Lord  Elgin  had  some  years  ago — we 
have  had  no  spread  of  conflagration 
along  that  dangerous  and  turbulent 
frontier,  mainly  because  we  adhered 
closely  to  the  policy  first  laid  down 
by  Lord  George  Hamilton  in  1898, 
and  reiterated  by  Viscount  Midleton  in 
1904,  that  we  would  not  annex  or  occupy 
or  plant  posts  or  make  roads  in  any 
portion  of  tribal  territory.  That,  really, 
was  the  secret  of  the  success  of  both 
those  great  expeditions.  No  policy  could 
have  been  more  loyally  and  faithfully 
followed  by  the  generals  in  command, 
and  by  those  who  directed  those  generals, 
than  was  our  policy  in  this  case.  When 
I  remember  what  has  been  said  about 
military  autocracy,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  there  was  in  this  case  nothing  of  that 
kind.  Lord  Salisbury  once  said  that  one 
must  beware  of  soldiers,  for  they  would 
advise  you  to  make  a  campaign  in  the 
moon  lest  we  should  be  overrun  from 
the  planet  Mars.  For  my  part,  I  have 
found  no  menacing  difficulty  of  that  kind. 

Vucount  Motley  of  Blackburn. 


I  must  really  ask  your  Loidahips  to  pai- 
don  me  if  I  do  not  follow  the  noble  Loid 
closely,  or,  indeed,  at  all,  throngk  tlie 
Afghan  portion  of  his  speech.  I  wish  k 
could  have  felt  it  consistent  with  Ui 
duty  to  leave  the  Afghan  field  as  vaA. 
alone  as  possible.  There  will  be  plenty 
of  time  by-and-bye  to  look  around.  Let 
us  wait.  The  noble  Lord  talked  of  oar 
reception  of  the  Ameer  in  India  last  vml 
He  implied  that  we  ought  to  have  ttkea 
advantage  of  that  visit  to  strengdM 
our  position  with  that  ruler  and  to  mab 
him  feel  that  we  had  conferred  vaziflv 
favours  on  him — subsidies  and  the  nrt; 
enumerated  by  the  noble  Lord — andtliU 
these  imposed  upon  him  a  correspond- 
ing duty.  We  did  not  say  a  woid  ts 
the  Ameer  during  his  very  joyfnl  viat 
to  India  about  reciprocal  duties  to  u « 
any  other  duties ;  and  when  the  Ameer 
went  back  from  India  he  went  witlumt 
a  single  element  of  friction  in  his  ndiii 
and  the  good  effects  of  our  policy  d 
leaving  this  powerful  man  to  his  own 
course  was  shown  by  what  happened  « 
the  frontier.  It  is  quite  true  that  Ai^^am 
did  engage  in  those  expeditions,  espMialf 
in  the  Mohmand  expedition  ;  but  vkn 
things  became  dangerous  the  Ameei^ 
to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  beliA 
from  his  correspondence  with  the  Ticeny 
and  in  other  ways,  did  his  very  hid, 
especially  in  the  later  stage  of  the  Mok- 
mand  expedition,  to  act  in  that  wpAd 
friendship  which  we  thought,  and  ligMf 
thought,  had  been  cemented  during  b 
stay  in  India. 

The  noble  Lord  alluded  to  the  Amee/i 
assent  to  the  Anglo-Russian  Conventioa 
I  heard  his  language  on  that  point  wiA 
the  greatest  regret.  The  Viceroy  wnU 
to  the  Ameer  on'lOth  September  of  W 
year,  and  on  29th  September  the  Ameer 
replied  that  he  was  away  on  tour  in  di 
North-West  of  Afghanistan,  but  h 
would  be  back  in  Kabul  in  Novembei; 
and  would  then  consider  the  questios. 
Since  then  he  has  not  repUed.  tt 
course  we  only  hear  indirectly  of  pi^ 
cecdings  in  Kabul.  The  Ameer  hat  Ui 
durbar  to  consider,  and  I  suppose  thit 
in  a  durbar,  as  in  any  other  assemUft 
difFcront  points  of  view  present  thoa- 
sclves,  and  there  are  debates.  Orimtd 
debates,  carried  on  without  the  assistuet 
of   guillotine   or   cloaurOy   are  ^obsUf 
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more  prolonged  than  our  own.  The 
noble  Lord  said  he  did  not  wonder  that 
the  Ameer  feels  no  enthusiasm  about 
the  Convention.  He  used  words  imply- 
ing that  there  are  doubtful  things  in  the 
interests  of  the  Ameer  in  this  Convention, 
These  words  are  sure  to  reach  Kabul. 
What  is  the  noble  Lord  doing  ?  He  is 
•actually  leading  the  Ameer  to  think 
that,  at  the  moment  when  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  putting  some  pressure  on  him, 
there  are  those  in  England  and  in  Parlia- 
ment who  do  not  at  all  wonder  at 
his  want  of  enthusiasm.  Anyone  who 
realises  what  a  proceeding  of  that  kind 
in  this  Chamber  means  must  feel  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  not  shown  a  considerate 
•spirit  in  relation  to  delicate  negotiations, 
not  only  as  to  Eastern  things,  but  as  to 
«ome  very  important  European  things. 

The  noble  Lord  went  into  a  very 
elaborate,  careful,  acute,  and  thoroughly- 
-experienced  analysis  of  the  causes  of 
unrest.  I  think  I  am  able  to  accept  and 
to  follow  him  into  almost  if  not  the 
whole  of  those  causes.  I  think  his 
diagnosis  about  education,  about  the 
tremendous  influence  of  Japanese 
victories,  and  the  other  elements  which 
he  mentioned  is  thoroughly  sound  ;  but 
he  did  not  say  a  word,  and  I  admit  it 
-was  not  his  business  to  say  a  word,  about 
the  course  which  he  would  advise  His 
Majesty's  Grovemment  or  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  to  pursue.  Of  course,  one 
policy  is  very  simple.  It  can  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  pithy  formula  which  I 
heard  the  other  day — if  I  may  be  forgiven 
ior  using  a  profane  expression — 

'*  Martial  law  and  no  damned  nonsense." 

Martial  law  and  no  nonsensical  con- 
stitutional or  other  reforms — ^that  is  not 
the  noble  Lord's  policy,  I  am  perfectly 
sure  ;  but  I  observe  that  everything 
that  falls  from  him  leads  to  the  assump- 
tion that  we  must  know  and  decide  for 
ourselves,  without  overmuch  reference 
to  Indian  demands  and  expectations, 
what  form  of  so-called  concessions  we 
think  fit  to  give  them.  I  think  the 
Ticeroy  himself  was  better  inspired. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  admire  the  manful 
courage  in  India  with  which,  without 
yielding  to  panic  or  exaggeration  on  one 
side  or  to  disgust  at  their  blind,  reckless, 
Aimless  crimes  on  the  other,  the  Viceroy 


is  ever  persisting  in  the  path  which  he 
and  we  have  marked  out  for  ourselves. 
I  think  we  can  all  realise  the  position  of 
the  Viceroy,  surrounded  as  he  is  by  in- 
fluences of  an  alarmist  kind.  Lord 
Minto  was  appointed,  not  by  my  political 
friends,  but  by  the  Government  of  noble 
Lords  opposite,  and  I  can  only  say  here, 
as  I  have  said  in  another  House,  that 
between  no  two  servants  of  the  Cro¥ni 
is  there  a  better  understanding  and  a 
iuller  confidence  than  there  is  between 
the  present  Viceroy  and  the  present 
Secretary  of  State.  I  admire  the  manful 
courage  with  which,  in  the  very  speech 
in  which  he  was  bringing  in  his  Ex- 
plosives Act  and  his  Press  Act,  Lord 
Minto  said — 

"  No  anarchical  crime  will  deter  me  firom 
endeavouring  to  meet,  as  best  I  can,  the  political 
aspirations  of  honest  reformers." 

I  think  that  is  a  very  fine  utterance — 
fine  in  itself  and  fine  considering  the 
occasion.  We  have  no  choice  but  to 
persevere  in  the  path  of  reform.  We 
cannot  get  out  of  our  own  history.  We 
cannot  leave  the  course  marked  out  for 
us  by  the  conscience  of  this  country  in 
dealing  with  what  I  am  sorry  to  call 
alien  races.  In  these  days  we  cannot 
leave  that  out.  I,  for  my  part,  accept 
the  maxim  of  the  French  statesman 
who  said — 

"  In  politics  yon  ought  to  take  nothing 
tragically,    everything   seriously," 

The  House  will  not  be  surprised  if  I  say 
that  nobody  in  it  views  more  seriously 
than  I  do  the  crisis — I  do  not  believe 
that  is  too  strong  a  word — by  which  we 
are  now  confronted.  We  can  only 
surmount  its  dangers  and  difficulties  by 
looking  calmly  and  composedly,  that 
is  not  to  say  without  energy  and  force, 
at  the  problem  which  confronts  us.  We 
may  postpone,  but  the  longer  you  post- 
pone, the  greater  will  be  the  ulterior 
difficulties. 

I  shall  be  particularly  glad  if  your 
Lordships  will  take  this  from  me,  that 
it  is  not  merely  Congress  men,  it  is  not 
merely  Moderates  or  Extremists  in  Indian 
parties.  I  read  some  Anglo-Indian  news- 
papers, and  I  find  there,  not  as  violent, 
certainly,  but  just  as  sincere,  the  ex- 
pectation and  hope  for  improvements 
in  government  and  administration  as  I 
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find  in  the  Press  of  a  more  angry  com- 
plexion. I  believe  from  all  the  evidence 
that  reaches  me — I  do  not  work  these 
things  out  in  my  own  head — from  the 
members  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service  whom 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  from  time  to 
time,  that  the  Civil  Service  itself,  the 
administrators  great  and  small,  will 
be  as  glad  of  an  improvement,  and 
are  looking  as  anxiously  for  an  im- 
provement in  administration  as  the 
ordinary  politician.  Therefore,  if  we 
were  to  take  our  hands  from  the  plough 
now,  I  do  not  say  to  adhere  to  every 
word  in  the  scheme  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  criticised,  because  of  bombs 
and  operations  of  that  species,  we  should 
be  exposed  not  only  to  the  fury,  the 
blind  fury  if  you  please  so  to  call  it,  of 
the  Extremists,  not  only  to  the  lamenta- 
tions of  the  Moderates,  but  we  should 
be  disappointing  a  great  mass  of  strong 
Anglo-Indian  European  opinion. 

The  noble  Lord  said  nothing  about 
what  is  called  the  Hobhouse  Commission. 
It  was  a  Royal  Commission  which  we 
appointed  a  few  months  ago  with  a 
view  to  examining  what  improvements 
in  administration  were  possible,  and  I 
believe  that  when  that  Commission 
reports  two  or  three  months  hence  a 
great  mass  of  valuable  evidence  of  the 
defects  in  the  working  of  the  Indian 
Government  will  be  brought  to  light 
and  suggestions  of  a  fruitful  kind  made 
for  their  removal.  There  have  been 
some  complaints  of  excess  of  zeal  in 
the  Commission.  That  was  inevitable, 
but  I  am  confident  that,  when  we  get 
the  Report  of  that  Commission,  when 
we  get  back  from  India  the  scheme 
of  reform  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord, 
with  the  opinion  of  local  Governments 
of  that  scheme,  we  shall  have  before  us 
a  body  of  material,  not  for  the  recon- 
struction of  Indian  government — I,  for 
my  part,  have  no  such  ambition — 
but  for  taking  steps  which  shall  do  two 
or  three  very  important  or  even  momen- 
tous things.  One  is  administration  im- 
provements, simplifying  correspondence 
and  appeals,  and  so  on,  simplifying  the 
mass  of  writing  which,  as  the  noble 
Lord  knows,  is  one  of  the  curses  of 
Indian  procedure.  Secondly,  we  shall,  I 
hope,  and  I  feel  confident,  do  something 
to    give    the    Indian    population    in   all 
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their  grades  some  formal  and  auHioiiaed 
opportunity  of  handling  some  of  their 
own  affairs.  As  at  present  advised,  and 
subject  to  further  consideration,  I  would 
hope  they  will  be  not  only  advisoiT, 
but,  though  perhaps  modest,  ezecutiTe 
powers. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  any  longer 
with  a  further  exposition  of  what  is  at 
present  inchoate  and  without  final  and 
definite  shape.     There   will,   I  hope,  be 
something  to  limit  excessive  official  inter- 
ference ;  something,  I  hope,  to  stimnlite 
the  formation  of  independent  opinions  in 
local  governments  and  in  district  govern- 
ments.   Whether    or    not    the    scheme, 
which,  I  trust,  we  shall  be  able  to  tamt 
in  concert  with  tlie  Council  of  India  and 
in    constant    communication    with  and 
reference  to  the  Viceroy  of  India,  will 
necessitate  legislation  and  a  direct  appeil 
to  Parliament — ^the  scheme  is  not  in  a 
shape    to    enable    me    to    answer  tlut 
question — of  course  it  would  be  idle  to 
pretend  to  frame  any  scheme  for  which 
we  did  not  expect  to  get  full  appronl 
of    Parliamentary    opinion.     I    do  not 
despair   of   that,    and    the    noble  Loid 
promised,  as  far  as  he  was  concemed, 
that  there  would  be  no  particular  criti- 
cism of  measures  of  that  kind,  though  be 
and  his  friends  would,  as  they  are  bound 
to,  look  very  closely  into  policy. 

Then  there  is  the  Indian  party,  or 
parties.  They  will  make  a  great  mo- 
take  if  they  give  up  the  hope  which  ther 
have  hitherto  always  professed  in  the 
justice  and  good  faith  of  this  Parliament. 
I  have  heard  that  a  friend  of  mine  graflr 
said  to  one  of  those  who  was  tallongof 
their  faith  in  Parliament  still  remaining 
in  spite  of  a  Secretary  of  State  who,  u 
the  noble  Lord  said,  has  greatly  dis- 
appointed them  by  his  failing  away  from 
his  earlier  compositions — 

"  You  axe  worshipping  a   blind  and  deif 

divinity,'* 

I  do  not  agree.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Parliament  wishes  either  to  be  blind  or 
deaf  to  any  reasonable  demands  from 
India,  provided  those  demands  are  made 
and  pressed  in  a  reasonable  way  and  are 
kept  clear  of  madness  and  of  wicked 
crimes ;  and  if  they  are  backed  by  tiie 
responsible  executive  Government,  I 
have  no  fear  of  those  demands  not  1 
complied  with. 
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One  or  two  matters  I  have  left 
out  because  I  do  not  want  to  detain 
your  Lordships.  There  was  a  certain 
passage  between  the  noble  Lord  and 
liOrd  llidleton.  In  that  passage  I 
"was  tertius  gaudens,  I  was  sorry  for  it, 
because,  if  I  may  say  so  without  imperti- 
nence, it  is  of  great  importance  in  the 
&ce  of  Lidia  that  those  leading  public 
men  who  take  part  in  Indian  discussions 
should  abstain,  as  far  as  they  possibly 
can,  whether  in  despatches  or  otherwise, 
from  anything  calculated  to  make  the 
people  believe  that  we  look  for  a  moment 
to  any  personal  considerations  of  one 
kind  or  another  in  view  of  the  tremendous 
issues  by  which  we  are  confronted.  I 
thank  your  Lordships  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

♦The  Earl  of  CROMER:  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  propose  to  deal  at  all  with 
frontier  affairs,  or  with  the  very  delicate 
question  of  our  relations  with  the  Ameer 
of  Afghanistan.  My  remarks  also  about 
the  internal  condition  of  India  will  be 
extremely  brief,  for  I  think,  in  dealing 
with  Indian,  and,  indeed,  with  Eastern 
affairs  generally,  deeds  rather  than  words 
are  required.  My  only  reason  for  inter- 
vening in  the  debate  is  that  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  in  the  present  condition 
of  affairs  in  India,  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
those  who  have  any  Indian  experience  to 
rally  round  the  authorities  and  give 
them  whatever  support  is  in  their  power 
in  the  very  arduous  and  responsible 
task  which  devolves  upon  them. 

Let  me  first  deal  with  one  point  which 
is  really  one  of  detail.  I  allude  to  the 
retirement  of  Sir  Bampfylde  Fuller.  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  Sir  Bampfylde  Fuller's  retire- 
ment to  be  able  to  speak  about  it  with 
any  degree  of  confidence.  But  I  should 
like  to  tell  your  Lordships  how  the 
matter  strikes  me.  Of  course,  no  (Jovern- 
ment  in  the  world  can  stand  a  sub- 
ordinate official  putting  a  pistol  to  its 
throat  and  enforcing  his  views  at  the 
risk  of  resignation.  There  is,  however, 
another  method  of  dealing  with  questions 
of  this  sort  which  are  not  very  uncommon. 
I  do  not  think  that,  in  the  course  of  my 
rather  lengthy  experience,  in  spite  of 
the  very  numerous  occasions  on  which 
it  was  my  misfortune  to  disagree  with 
the  Crovemment  which  I  served,  I  ever 


sent  in  my  resignation ;  but  I  have 
known  a  great  many  cases  of  others 
doing  so.  I  will  tell  your  Lordships  how 
I  have  seen  affairs  of  this  kind  treated.  The 
resignation  was  always  accepted,  but  at 
the  same  time  a  firm  but  friendly  private 
letter  was  written  to  the  official  pointing 
out  that  he  was  doing  an  unwise  thing 
in  his  own  interest  and  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  service  in  insisting  upon 
resigning.  I  have  never  known  this 
procedure  to  fail,  and  it  has  the  advan- 
tage of  preventing  a  good  deal  of  dirty 
linen  from  being  washed  in  public. 

I  am  in  entire  concurrence  with  the 
noble  Lord  behind  me  (Lord  Curzon) 
in  thinking  that  by  far  the  most 
important  cause  of  all  in  producing 
the  present  unrest  in  India  is  the 
system  of  education.  We  are  really  only 
reaping  the  harvest  which  we  have 
ourselves  sown.  We  all  agree  with 
what  Lord  Macaulay,  who  was  the  father 
of  that  system,  said,  that  it  would  be 
an  ignoble  policy  to  keep  the  natives  of 
India  ignorant  in  order  that  they  should 
be  submissive ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
and  without  departing  in  any  way  from 
the  main  principles  of  Lord  Macaulay's 
policy,  it  would  have  been  possible 
to  have  adapted  the  whole  of  the  system 
more  skilfully  to  the  special  requirements 
of  the  country.  The  main  defects  of  the 
educational  system  in  India  are  twofold. 
In  the  first  place,  the  education  is  far 
too  literary  ;  msuflScient  attention  is  paid 
to  professional,  technical  and  industrial 
education*  Moreover,  not  enough  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  elementary  educa- 
tion, with  the  result  that  nothing  has  been 
done  to  temper  the  ignorance  of  the  masses. 
If  we  had  tried  we  could  not  have  suc- 
ceeded better  in  producing  the  maximum 
amount  of  political  inconvenience.  On 
the  one  hand  we  turn  out  from  our 
colleges  a  number  of  youths,  highly  but 
somewhat  superficially  educated,  not 
nearly  all  of  whom  are  able  to  find 
employment.  Lord  Stowell  once  said 
that,  if  the  supply  of  educated  talent 
largely  exceeded  the  demand,  the  surplus 
was  likely  to  turn  sour.  That  is  what 
has  happened  in  India.  Not  content 
with  this,  however,  not  only  have  we 
adopted  the  best  method  possible  to  manu- 
facture demagogues,  but  by  not  institut- 
ing any  system  of  elementary  education 
we    have    provided    the    best    possible 
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field  for  the  demagogues  wherein  to  sow  I  was  glad,  therefore,  to  hear  tbit 
Iboir  pcrnicioiiH  and  subversive  doctrines.  I  strong  measures  are  being  resorted  to 
I  was  very  glad,  therefore,  to  hear ;  against  those  who  disturb  the  pubBr 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  |  peace,  that  the  law  has  been  strengtk- 
one  of  the  first  articles  in  his  pro-  ,  ened,  and  that  an  attempt  is  being 
gramme  of  reform  would  be  that  |  made  to  curb  the  Indian  Prttfc 
of  education.  Lot  us,  even  at  this  late  j  Twenty-five  years  ago,  as  a  monber 
hour,  endeavour  to  rectify  our  mistakes  1  of  the  Indian  Legislative  Councfl,  I 
and  encourage  technical,  professional,  and  i  voted  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  I/wd 
industrial  education,  and  do  something  \  L\i:ton's  Press  Act.  Since  that  time 
also  for  elementary  education.-  I   have    persistently    refused     to    yield 

Hut  we  have  now  to  deal  with  the  ^J^  ^^^  strong  pressure  put  upon  me  is 
present,  and  not  with  the  past  or  ,  Egvp<^ ,  ^^^er  similar  circiimstances  to 
remote  future.  There  can  be  no  doubt  i  ^^^b  the  native  Press.  The  pohcy  of 
that  we  have  full  reason  for  realising  the  '  complete  freedom  of  the  Press  m  Ms 
truth   of  one  of   the  declarations  made  '  ^^^  i"  Egypt  has  not  only  had  a  prolongfd 


by  Lord  Macaulav,  namely,  that — 


trial,  but  it  has  had  a  fair  and  ereo 
a  sympathetic  trial.  But  I  am  boond 
most  reluctantlv  to   admit   that  I  ter 


*'  You     cannot     impart  knowledge  without 

stimulating  ambition.** 

,1-1  «x  J  1        1  J       J.  it    has    not    proved    successful.    I  am 

^  o  have  n. parted  knowledge  to  some  ,  ^^^^j^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  .^^  ^^ 

classes   m    Indui,  and   we    have    there-  i.-    i.  i             t  j.x.                       ji-m    u:- 

f         .'      1  ^  J  xi   •         1  x-           rrv  object-lesson  of  the  enormous  dimcnttiei 

fort*   stimulated  their  ambition.      Thev  r         i  •       iir    x         -j         x     v^^.. 

.  1    ,      .  1                 ^        I          •     xi.*  of  applvme  Western   ideas   to  Eastcn 

wish  to   take    a   greater    share    in   the  #    f 

government  of  India,  and  their  aspira- 
tions are  perfectly  leiritimate.  I  trust,  '  ^he  East,  in  fact,  refuses  to  assimilite 
herefore  that  we  shall  continue  to  ^^^  ^^^^-^^^^  ^^^y^  ^.^  ^j^j^  ^^^  ^ 
ollow  the  ,H>lu|v  which  will  increase  intentions,  but  possiblv  with  mistiko 
their  share  m  the  government  of  the  -^^^^  endeavour  to  "force  upon  the 
^*^'"'^">-  people.     I     say     that     we    have   «• 

I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Secretary  deavoured  to  "force  ideas  on  the  Eart 
of  State  say  that  nothing  had  ixx^urred  because  I  have  good  reason  for  know- 
recently  whiih  should  deter  the  Govern-  ing  that  many  of  the  best  amonf 
ment  from  undertaking  the  exei^ution  of  Eastern  authorities,  and  I  should  m 
a  wise  and  nunlerate  policy  of  reform,  that  the  majority  of  the. most  worthy 
altluuigh.  of  ciuirse,  there  can  be  no  portion  of  the  community  are  not  m 
question  of  the  rapid  intrinluction  of  favour  of  the  freedom  of  the  Ptmb.  I 
oxtronie  rarliamentary  institutions  into  .  have  over  and  over  again  had  prened 
India,  which  nt>b*Hly  except  very  great  up*m  me  by  Orientals  of  high  chartcta 
Kxironiists  wish  for.  Even  if  the  noble  who  could  speak  with  authority  on  tlw 
Viscount  had  not  been  able  to  give  that  subjet^t  the  idew  that  the  vemacnbl 
rtssuraiu'o.  his  antiMnlents  and  the  well-  Press  did  not  represent  any  puUk 
known  opinion  of  the  Viceroy— who  opinion  which  existed,  but  that  it  crested 
TiH  et.tly  delivortnl  an  admirable  sjHHvh  at  a  spurious  kind  of  opinion  which  would 
Simla,  aiui  aNnit  whom  the  noble  not  have  been  called  into  existence  at  iQ 
Vis^our.t  spoke  in  i  ompliiner.tary  terms  had  it  not  been  for  this  Press,  lesdii^ 
-  would  ot  themselves  have  pro\-idtM  often  to  a  tyrannous  amount  of  bhck- 
a  quite  sutV..ier.T  guarar.ttv  that  i.o  mailing:  aiAi  that  the  advantages  d«- 
n^trogtaiio    po'i^  v    would    Iv    aiiovtoi;,    rivt\i  from  the  system  are  incompanUj 

^T  lo>>  than  the  very  great  disadvantsgeL 
:  e  I  iio  r.ot  say  that  in  a  matter  of  this  land 
we  should  be  governed  entirely  by  locil 
opiiuor. :  we  have  to  look  at  it  frmn  i 
v;i^or^!-.t  aiui  rather  wider  point  of  view. 
A:  :he  N^'r.e  time,  public  opinion  hss 
:«'  Iv  :,nkey.  into  account,  and  I  have  no 
v\v-::V:  w  ha:ever  what  the  local  or  Oriental 
v.;v.  ^ :  :hi<  oue&tion  is. 


i^n  the  other 
no    o.o'.usio!: 


hiivo..  we  shou.r.  Iv 
is    to    the    !>*s;:'.:s 


o b r ;  *.  r.o » :  Im  :i  i>o '  u-  y  o  •  tv  i\;  c r ;i :  c  rt^ %  :  !r 
IWiiv.se  there  are  K\triMv.:>:>  v.  Iv.c.i 
It  IS  v.o:  ;i  rciso:-.  t,^:  r.eterr'.Vj:    .;>   ix^v 


c\\\  Ivi  r  K 1  r  j:  o V.  ,•»  ;v ^ . 

'.v  \  ,^t  :v.  a; 0 r.-i :  e  Tx^!or:v. . 

tV.o-.-.jiV.  It  w  .'.'.  vot 

s;K;>ty   t':;.\M*  V.o\;:v.w 

c\tr«*'.v.e     \*.ews 

V he    K  \  t  :r  -.v.  *.> :  s    w :  ■ '. 
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I  do  not,  of  course,  say  for  a  moment 
that,  even  if  my  view  of  the  question 
is  accepted  as  correct,  that  is  any  reason 
lor  leaping  from  the  extreme  of  licence  to 
tha  extreme  of  oppression.     I  am  aware 
ttiAt  a  Bill  has  been  recently  adopted  in 
India  dealing  with  certain  Press  oSences, 
incitement    to    murder,    and,    I    think, 
▼iolence.    I  think  it  must  be  regarded  as 
an  experimental  measure,  and  I  believe 
tbat  if  the  Viceroy  and  the  noble  Lord, 
in  both  of  whom  the  country  have  the 
fullest     cofi.'ence,     after     further     ex- 
perience think  that  further  measures  are 
necessary  in   the    direction    of   placing 
more    control  on  the    Press,  they   will 
receive   the    cordial  support,   not  only 
of  Parliament,   but  of  the   world  that 
stands  outside  Parliament.     One  of  the 
great   difficulties   in   dealing    with   the 
question  up  to  the  present  time  has  been 
ib»t    public    opinion    in    this    country 
was  not  prepared  to  receive  with  favour 
m  measure  which  ran  strongly  counter 
to  our  national  traditions  and  ideas.     But 
there  are  not  wanting  symptoms  to  show 
that  in  this  respect  there  is  a  change 
in   public   opinion   going  on  ;    so  that, 
if  the  necessity  arises,  I  hope  that  the 
Government  will  not  hesitate   to  deal 
with  the  problem,  even  at  the  expense  of 
some  sacrifice  of  consistency. 

I  read  in  the  newspapers  a  short  time 
ago  that  steps  had  been  taken  by  the 
€k>vemment  of  India  designed  to  stop 
a  native  delivering  seditious  harangues. 
This  measure  might  perhaps  be  ad  van- 
tageously  adopted  in  the  case  of  the 
classes  to  whom  Lord  Curzon  alluded  and 
who  periodically  visit  India  in  order  to 
associate  themselves  with  the  sedition - 
mongers  in  India.  I  do  not  attempt  to 
argue  with  these  gentlemen,  because 
I  am  aware  that  they  are  impervious 
to  argument.  I  do  not  want  to  impugn 
their  motives  or  to  use  hard  words  about 
them.  I  prefer  to  take  the  more  charitable 
view,  which  consists  in  thinking  that  they 
are  so  little  acquainted  with  the  facts  with 
which  they  have  to  deal  that  they  are 
unaware  of  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
playing  with  fire.  But  I  do  say  that  the 
classes  to  whom  I  allude  are  the  very 
worst  enemies  of  their  own  clients  and 
of  the  moderate  reformer.  If,  partly 
in  consequence  of  the  violent  language 
used  by  the  classes  to  which  I  refer, 
further  outrages  take  place — and  such  a 
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contingency  is  by  no  means  impossible — 
we  may  predict  with  certainty  what  will 
occur  here.  There  will  be  a  violent 
reaction  and  a  demand  for  stronger 
repressive  measures.  Moreover,  the  whole 
of  history  is  there  to  show  that  when 
once  measures  of  that  kind  are  taken  under 
the  influence  of  national  excitement  and 
under  a  cry  for  vengeance,  as  it  is 
called,  they  are  apt  to  go  a  great  deal 
further  than  the  requirements  of  the 
case  demand.  I  should,  therefore, 
very  much  like  to  see  the  Grovemment 
of  India  armed  with  sufficient  legal 
power  to  take  action  against  those  of 
our  own  countrymen  who  go  to  India 
and  deliberately  assume  the  rde  of 
Indian  demagogues. 

*ViscouNT  MTDLETON  :  My  Lords, 
when  I  came  down  to  your  Lordships' 
House  to-night  I  did  not  feel  at  all  certain 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to 
trouble  you  on  this  occasion.  I  am  not 
clear  that  on  a  Motion  of  this  character 
very  much  can  be  gained  even  by  what 
we  may  say  which  supports  the  Govern- 
ment ;  while  I  am  quite  sure  that  almost 
every  word  of  criticism  will  permeate 
throughout  India,  and  is  likely  to  do 
serious  damage  at  a  very  critical  moment. 
I  should,  therefore,  have  been  very 
content,  after  the  clear  and  outspoken 
language  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
support  which  he  has  received  from  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down,  to 
have  abstained  from  any  criticism  of 
what  has  been  said  this  evening.  But 
language  has  been  used  which,  quite 
apart  from  whether  it  was  fair  or  not  to 
the  Gk)vemment  that  preceded  the  one 
now  in  office,  was  certainly  calculated  to 
convey  false  impressions  on  two  high 
questions  of  policy,  on  which  it  was  at 
least  reasonable  that  someone  from  this 
Bench  should  say  a  few  words.  I  propose 
to  confine  what  I  have  to  say  very  strictly 
to  those  two  points. 

The  noble  Lord  who  introduced  the 
Motion  spoke  in  rather  scathing  terms 
of  the  conduct  of  both  Governments  in 
relation  to  the  Ameer  of  Afghanistan. 
He  said  that  the  Ameer  had  been  the 
subject  of  some  not  altogether  called  for 
concessions,  and  he  described  those  conces- 
sions, as  a  sort  of  rake's  progress,  for 
which    he    attributed    about    an    equal 
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I  trust  your  Lordships  will  pardon  me 
for  having  gone  at  this  length  into  what 
mav  seem  a  personal  matter,  but  I  have 
done  so  only  in  order  that  I  may  show 
that  the  last  thing  which  we  desired  was 
to  say  a  word  hostile  to  the  Viceroy.  I 
had  the  advantage  at  the  India  Office, 
as  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  has,  of 
seeing  every  week  or  fortnight  a  digest 
of  the  views  of  the  leading  Indian 
newspapers  translated  for  our  benefit. 
I  may  be  wrong — three  years  have 
elapsed — but  I  never  remember  on  any 
single  occasion  seeing  an  allusion  to  this 
telegram  which  has  been  brought  before 
your   Lordships  to-night,   as    being   the 

.  pivot  of  the  agitation  which  we  all 
deplore.  And  I  will  say  this  one  word 
in  leaving  the  subject.  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  the  noble  Lord, 
representing  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
my  colleagues  in  that  difference,  but  never 
on  any  occasion  have  I  said  one  word  in 
public  in  criticism  of  the  noble  Lord  or 
his  administration.  I  have  spoken  before 
and  since  his  resignation  with  genuine 
admiration  of  the  hard  work  done  by 
the  noble  Lord,  of  the  lucidity  of  his 
intellect,  of  the  extent  of  his  knowledge, 
and  of  the  supreme  importance  of  the 
reforms  which  in  many  cases  he  achieved. 
I  should  like  to  add  that  I  never  knew 
any  man  in  my  life  who  was  less  conscious 
how  completely  his  personality  dominated 
the  whole  Government  of  India,  and 
how  impossible  it  would  have  been  for 
the  Government  at  home,  without  risk 
of  a  serious  breach,  to  impede  his  policy 
or  infringe  what  was  his  legitimate 
province. 

I  do  not  desire  to  occupy  your  Lord- 
ships' attention  any  longer,  except  to 
say  one  thing  in  reference  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Viscount  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India.  Our  only  desire  on 
this  side  of  the  House  is  to  fortify  his 
hsuidk;  and   the   hands  of  the   Viceroy. 

^-^I^hope  that   no  amount  of  agitation 
^     and  no  amount  of  unwisdom  will  prevent 
t"  the    Government    from    proceeding    on 

the  course  of  reform  sketched  out  for 
them  and  suggested  by  the  noble  Earl. 
At  the  same  time  we  also  trust  that 
no  amount  of  fear  of  consequences  and 
of  political  trouble  in  this  country  will 
prevent  their  taking  whatever  measures 
are  really  necessary  to  secure  the  sup- 
pression— the  early  suppression — of  tlus 

Viscount  Midleton, 
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agitation,  and  to  make  it  clear  tkttk 
Government  of  India  is  strong  eoo^ 
to  make  itself  felt  when  occuiooieqiii 


Lord  AMPTHILL:  Hylo^I 
am  reluctantly  obliged  to  ask  lor  j« 
attention  for  a  few  minutes.  IM 
have  been  better  pleased  if  thisdmii 
had  not  gone  further  than  was  mamj 
to  elicit  from  the  noble  VucooBtfc 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  the  eitwk 
important,  and,  if  I  may  say  bo,  iupiii 
statement  which  he  made  wi&  vfi 
to  affairs  in  that  countiy.  Bit  v 
own  name  has  been  mentioned  kli 
course  of  the  discussion.  Uj  rib 
friend  gave  me  credit  for  a  shaieiitfal 
act  of  statesmanship  which  u  taff 
as  the  partition  of  Bengal,  ttl  b 
noble  Viscount  the  Secretary  d  S* 
rather  challenged  me  to  say  ilftitw 
so  or  not. 

My  noble  friend  has  on  moieflav 
public  occasion  been  very  genenwi 
giving  me  a  share  of  credit— nowfti 
I  have  deserved — for  acts  of  adnuarifr 
tion  in  which  I  bore  a  small  piitvlf 
his  Gk)vemment.    I  have  been  p^i 
on  those  occasions,  and  I  hatete 
and  always  shall  be,  ready  to  shiR^ 
him,  so  far  as  it  is  due,  any  it^* 
bility    which    can    properly  be  ^m^ 
upon  me.    But  I   am   bound  to  4 
challenged  as  I  am,  that  no  Ami 
the  credit  for  the  partition  of  b>^ 
is  due  to  me.    I  was,  as  your  LoriAV 
will  believe,  quite  unprepared  {qk  6 
statement,  and  I  can  only  rely  ifk  , 
my  memory,  but  my  memory  is  i«9 11 
clear  on  this  subject.    When  it  devoM 
upon  me  to  act  as  locum  tenen»  in  At 
office   of   Governor-General   it  in\^ 
understood  thing,  and  I  think  it  mi  a 
very  natural  arrangement,  that  anytUi| 
which  could  stand  over  until  my  ncHi 
friend's  return  should  stand  oto,  ni 
one  of  those   questions   was  obviod^ 
the  partition  of  Bengal.     It  was  a  poSef 
which  did  not  at  the  time  reqoive  ii^ 
mediate  action,  and  the  period   of  ttl 
noble  Lord's  absence  was  intended  H 
be    shorter    than    it    aotnally   beesaa 
Therefore,  I  have  a  very  clear  reooUedMa 
that  I  left  the  question  of  the  paititMi 
of    Bengal   severely    alone.    It   was  • 
policy  for  which  I  had  no 
as  regards  the  initiation,  for^tlie 
governments  were  not  taken  inlo  ttl 


m\  IT 

tar 

Ife 

kl 

uh 

4' 
iU 
m 
m 
i 

i 


M5 


Indian 


{30  Juke  1908} 


IMDnfideiice  of  the  Viceroy  in  this  matter 
iviien  tlie  policy  was  first  devised. 

80  far  as  I  can  recollect — I  am  relying 

miely     on   memory — there   was   only   a 

Aort    CM^    interim  reference  to  the  local 

■Bnrenizrkent  during  my  time  at  Simla. 

B^was  suggested  that  the  actual  bound- 

068  ^  should    be    altered — extended    on 

m  side ,  so  as  to  include  districts  which 

fBre  Homogeneous  and  in  order  to  get  a 

^•tt»<ia'ry  clearly  defined  by  a  river,  and, 

:  tiuikk,    contracted  on  another  side.     It 

g*  na«rely  an  adjustment  of  the  whole 

tft^pci^.      That  was  referred,  by  way  of 

^tine,    to  the  Grovernment  of  Bengal, 

wo  ^.greed  that  it  would  be  an  improve- 

^'^^       in    every    way.     No    action   was 

Acid^Kl  upon,  this  (id  interim  reference 

•J^€5      reserved  for  the  decision  of  my 

^^^^    Iriend  when  he  returned  to  India. 

^^li^-v^e  the  Papers  are  in  the  Blue-books 

^^^   were  presented  to  Parliament,  so 

■"^"^  I  speak  subject  to  correction.     That 

^*   1  have  to  say  on  that  subject.     But 

•J^  ^^n  speaking,  perhaps  your  Lordships 

^**  ^.llow  me  to  say  a  few  further  words 

^1^^^  I  venture  to  think  will  not  be 

J^j^Uy  inappropriate.     I  wish  only  to 

J^^^^ess  my  general  agreement  with  the 

^^"^^Uons  and  the  policy  of  the  Secretary 

State.     I  think  it  is  desirable,  as  has 

^,^j^^ii  suggested  by  more  than  one  speaker, 

I^Mkt  people  in  India  as  well  as  people  in 

t^^iB  country  should  be  made  aware  'of  the 

fc^^  measure  of  support  which  is  given  to 

^%lle  Grovernment.     I  should  like  to  say, 

jlist  of  all,  that  I  am  in  entire  accord  with 

'tile  diagnosis  of  the  situation  in  India 

1^  irhich    has    been    made    by   the    noble 

u"  -Viscount    on    more    than  one  occasion. 

^    It  is,  I  think,  a  matter  of  dark  clouds 

obscuring  the  Indian  skies   rather  the 

-    rambling   of   an   imminent  earthquake. 

»    In  other  words,  I  think  we  stand  upon 

firm  ground,  and  that  firm  ground  is  the 

good  sense  and  the  good  will  of  the  vast 

majority  of  the  people  of  India,  whether 

they  belong  to  the  educated  classes  or  to 

those  classes  who  cannot  reason  or  think 

upon  these  subjects.    That  being  so,  my 

Lords,  we  can  guard  ourselves  against 

the  dangers  of  a  possible  storm  in  a 

manner  which  woidd  not  be  possible  if 

the  earth  were  about  to  swallow  us  up, 

or  at  least  to  bring  to  ruin  most  of  that 

which  we  have  built  up.     I  believe  firmly 

that   the  strong  measures   which   have 
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been  undertaken  by  the  Viceroy  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  even  stronger 
measures  yet  if  they  should  be  necessary, 
will  be  approved  by  that  great  majority 
in  India. 

A  malignant  growth  has  to  be  excised 
from  the  body  politic  of  India,  and,  like 
many  a  canker,  it  has  grown  unobserved 
for  a  very  long  time  when  it  ought  to  have 
been  cauterised  long  ago.  Small  wonder, 
then,  that  the  poison  has  found  its  way 
even  to  such  remote  parts  of  the  system 
as  the  southern  districts  of  Madras. 
Of  course,  there  is  distemper  and  ill- 
humour  while  the  patient  is  so  gravely 
affected,  and  we  cannot  wonder  that 
there  should  be  that  estrangement  and 
alienation  between  the  rulers  and  ruled 
in  India  to  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  made  allusion.  But  I  believe  that 
when  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  removed^ 
those  symptoms  will  disappear  as  quickly 
as  the  petulance  of  a  sick  man  disappears 
with  returning  health.  What  is  needed 
besides  the  surgeon's  knife  are  those 
influences  which  give  confidence  and  hope 
to  the  patient — confidence  in  the  skill, 
the  finnness,  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
operator,  and  the  hope  of  return  to  all  the 
joys  of  vigorous  and  growing  life.  I  agree, 
therefore,  that  a  policy  of  pure  repression 
is  out  of  the  question,  and  I  agree  that  side 
by  side  with  the  maintenance  of  order 
there  must  go  the  satisfaction  of  those 
reasonable  aspirations  which  we  have 
not  only  taught  but  also  encouraged. 
I  think  that  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  recollect  that  when  I  had  the 
privilege  of  corresponding  with  him  for  a 
short  time  on  his  first  assumption  of 
oflfice,  I  did  urge  upon  him  that  reforms  in 
the  direction  which  he  himself  has  under- 
taken were  not  only  necessary  but  also 
overdue,  and  therefore  the  noble  Viscount 
will  recognise  that  I  am  sincere  in  the 
support  which  now  I  accord  to  him. 

I  must  not  detain  your  Lordships  longer 
at  this  hour.  There  is  much  else  which 
I  should  have  liked  to  have  said  in 
support  of  my  noble  friend,  with  one 
slight  exception,  if  time  had  permitted. 
That  only  exception  is  this.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  whether  it  would  not  have 
been  wiser  if  the  Press  Act  had  been 
introduced  at  an  earlier  period.  My 
noble   friend  said   that  the   Explosives 
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Act  ought  to  have  been  passed  into  law 
twenty  years  ago.  I  think  that  the 
Press  Act  might  similarly  have  been 
passed  into  law  twenty  years  ago.  But 
certainly,  so  far  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  administration  of  India  are 
concerned,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion — 
I  cannot  resist  it — that  that  Act  might 
have  been  introduced,  and  ought  to  have 
been  introduced,  twenty  months  ago. 
I  believe  that  if  that  had  been  done 
we  should  have  had  fewer  of  the  outrages 
that  have  occurred,  we  should  have  had 
an  earlier  expression  of  the  confidence  of 
those  classes  who  desire  the  maintenance 
of  our  rule,  and  we  should  have  had  an 
earlier  opportunity  of  dispelling  the 
notion  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  were  afraid.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  that  notion  existed,  and  the  proof 
is  to  be  found  in  the  news  which  reaches 
us  daily  through  the  medium  of  the  Press. 
"VVe  see  that  since  the  passing  of  those  two 
Acts — ^the  Press  Act  and  the  Explosives 
Act — ^various  important  public  bodies 
have  been  passing  resolutions  declaring 
their  approval  of  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  India  and  their  strong  desire 
that  order  should  be  maintained.  Well, 
my  Lords,  to  conclude  rapidly,  I  believe 
that  my  noble  friend  has  discovered  the 
germs  of  disease,  and  I  only  trust  that 
the  antitoxin  which  he  has  prepared  will 
be  sufficiently  s^^•ift  and  certain  in  its 
action.  I  need  hardly  add  that  I  regard 
with  most  cordial  sympathy  the  calm 
and  courageous  attitude  \s4th  which  my 
n(»ble  friend  has  faced  the  immense 
difficulties  with  which  he  has  had  to  deal. 


Lord  COURTNEY  of  PENWITH  : 
My  Lords,  I  feel  that  great  indulgence 
is  needed  in  attempting  to  address 
your  Lordships  even  for  a  few  moments 
oil  this  subject,  as  I  have  not  the  justifica- 
tion which  can  be  advanced  in  support 
of  ever>'one  who  has  yet  addressed  you, 
of  having  been  intimately  associated 
with  the  Government  of  India.  I  am  a 
complete  outsider,  but  I  venture  to  ask 
your  attenticm  for  a  minute  or  two, 
chiefly  for  this  reason.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  considerable  dauf^er  that 
language  used  by  those  who  have  entered 
into  this  discussion  may  be  interpreted 
in  two  different  ways.  Your  Lordships 
will  remember  that  a  late  distinguished 

Lord  AmpthUL 


Member  of  this  House  said  <m  t  meiH- 
able  occasion— 

*'  Mr.  Gladstone  and    I  may  oie  tht  w 
language,  but  we  do  not  mean  Uie  naetli|' 

My  noble  friend  below  me,  tlie  SecntaiT 
of  State,  speaking  of  the  present  ntuii 
in  India,  has  used  language  idMii 
sufficiently  clear,  and  with  wlucLI 
think,  we  are  all  ready  to  agree.  Iii 
firmly  resolved  to  put  down  aU&ris 
to  use  every  weapon  now  in  hisbindik 
that  purpose,  and,  if  necessary,  xoA^ 
any  further  means  that  may  be  leqnl 
to  accomplish'  that  object.  He  ii  ib 
firmly  resolved  to  perBevere,  udti 
persevere  without  delay — ^in  that  Mfid 
difiering  from  the  attitude  of  tlie  ndk 
Lord  who  initiated  this  discuBsioi-k 
the  programme  of  reform  which  lie  ki 
sketched  out.  The  action  wlk\  wj 
noble  friend  is  taking  is  action  fotb 
repression  of  crime  and  incentiveife 
crime.  The  noble  Lord  opponte  k 
urged  my  noble  friend  to  put  dm 
agitation.  Criminal  agitation,  nodoikl 
my  noble  friend  is  prepared  to  fi 
down ;  but  I  am  quite  sure  he  vm 
not  go  any  further.  It  is  most  xaM 
able,  I  think,  that  any  impreBsion  Ami 
go  forth  from  this  House  into  the  comti 
and  still  more  into  India,  that  it  is  I 
intention  to  do  anything  which  Ai 
limit  or  repress  genuine  political  agitttk 
It  may  be  that  there  is  agitatioa 
India  for  things  which  cannot  be  aclueK 
which  are  dreams  of  a  distant  futa 
but,  as  long  as  that  agitation  is  coofiii 
within  the  limits  of  law  and  order 
am  persuaded  that  my  noble  fn 
has  no  intention  of  repressing  it.  Il 
criminal  agitation,  and  that  alone,  wl 
he  is  resolved  to  curb. 

In  this  connection  I  would  refer 

I  what  has  been  said  by  more  than 

noble  Lord  with  respect  to  eductf 

The  noble  Lord  who  opened  this  del 

and  Lord  Cromer  referred  to  the  m 

of  education  which  we  have-  f^ven  I 

as,  perhaps,  the  primary  cause  of 

political  agitation  which  there  prei 

and  they  suggested  some  change  in 

mode  of  education  which  ahonU  ea 

I  that  e\41  in  the  future.     That  apf 

i  to  me  a  very  narrow  view  of  the  edud 

I  we   have   given  to   India.     That  { 

system  is  bringing  the  educated  In 

into  contact  with  the  ideaa  of  the  1 
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eas  of  the  West  may  be  to  the 
ed  Bengali  something  like  what  i 
5-wa*er  was  to  the  Red  Indian —  , 

lead  him  to  extremes  to  his  own 
(tion ;  but  it  is  impossible  that 
Qg  my  noble  friend  can  do  will 
t  the  inter-commmiication  of  ideas 
n  East  and  West,  and  it  is  vain 
ik  of  altering  the  scheme  of  edu-  ' 

there  so  as  to  prevent  that  inter-  I 
mication. 

bringing  of  the  educated  Indian  in 
b  with  the  ideas  of  the  West  has 
going    on    through    our    mutual 
urse,  through  the  literature  which  I 
ne  from  one  country  to  the  other, 
hen  to  that  has  been  added  the 
rdinary  spectacle  of  the  Japanese 
b  with  Russia  it  is  not  surprising 
dere  should  arise  in  the  minds  of  , 
any  educated  Indians — relatively 
mass  of  the  people  extremely  few —  i 
irect  the  Press  and  have  so  large 
e  in  the  management  of  political 
on  dreams  of  the  possibility  of  an 
>mous  India.     Those  may  be  idle 
i — my  view  is  that  they  are  quite 
id  that  the  attempt  to  put  them  , 
ractical  shape  at  once  would  be  | 
•uinous  to  all  that  is  orderly  and  \ 
Tanged  in  India  itself ;   but  I  say  i 
•annot    hope    to    suppress    them  ' 
bher.     All  you  can  do  is  to  lead 
3ple  by  the  scheme  of  systematic  ' 
s  which  my  noble  friend  said  he 
»nt  upon  pursuing,  and  in  respect 
ch  he  quoted  those  noble  words  of 
Minto  which  deserve  to  be  carved  i 
ers  of  gold.     You  must  endeavour  i 
;t  the  aspirations  of  the  people  by 
•aging  them  to  take  part  in  the  i 
istration,  in  some  degree,  of  their  j 
ffairs.     It  is  necessary  to  emphasise 
lew. 

jrence  has  been  made  several  times 
partition  of  Bengal,  and  my  noble 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  said 
t  partition  that  it  was  conceived  by 
ifortunate  method,  that  it  was 
uted  with  a  good  deal  of  discus- 
that  it  was  proposed  now  in  one 
md  now  in  another ;  and  the  out- 
of  his  observations  was  that  it  was 
tter  upon  the  ordering  of  which 
might  be,  as  there  had  been,  many 
ns  on  the  part  of  officials  and 
.     But  if  it  was  conceived  by  an 


erroneous  method,  why  did  my  noble 
friend  as  soon  as  he  took  office  declare 
that  it  was  a  closed  matter  which  could 
not  be  re-examined  ?  I  venture  to  think 
that  that  is  carrying  the  notion  of  con- 
tinuous policy  in  respect  to  India  far  be- 
yond what  is  necessary,  or,  indeed,  what  is 
consistent  with  his  own  principles.  If 
the  change  was  administratively  in- 
correct, even  if  it  only  did  that  which 
the  noble  Lord  who  introduced  this 
discussion  admitted — ^namely,  run  counter 
to  the  political  aspirations  of  many  of 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  division, 
it  was  good  ground  for  re-examining  the 
proposal.  My  noble  friend  says  he  will 
not  now  dream  of  re-opening  it,  and  that 
it  must  be  treated  as  for  ever  closed.  I 
own  myself  that  I  regret  the  conclusion 
at  which  my  noble  friend  has  arrived, 
and  which  I  think  is  not  consistent  with 
his  general  attitude.  It  seems  to  me  not 
consistent  also  with  the  right  line  of 
policy  in  dealing  with  Indian  discontent. 
I  hold  that  the  only  method  of  grappling 
with  the  problem  and  the  only  hope  of 
a  peaceful  and  orderly  issue  is  to  meet 
continually  what  is  reasonable,  defensible, 
legitimate,  and  natural  in  the  national 
feeling. 

♦Lord  LAMINGTON  :  My  Lords,  at 
this  late  hour  I  will  make  my  remarks 
very  brief.  I  can  only  speak  from  my 
acquaintance  with  one  portion  of  the 
Indian  Empire — that  on  the  Bombay 
side.  It  has  been  generally  allowed 
that  our  system  of  higher  education 
has  been  the  cause  of  unrest.  Yet 
I  do  not  think  anyone  who  is  at 
all  acquainted  with  India  would  deny 
that  education  was  more  advanced  in  the 
Bombay  Presidency  than  in  any  other 
part  of  India  ;  yet  it  is  very  noticeable 
that  during  all  these  disquieting  times 
there  have  been  no  outrages  there  such 
as  have  characterise'd  the  agitation  that 
has  taken  place  in  Bengal.  I  agree  with 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Ampthill's  estimate 
of  the  present  disaffection.  I  think  it  is 
not  deep-seated,  and  that  it  will  pass 
away  in  due  course. 

I  do  not  agree  with  Lord  Curzon  as  to 
education  striking  deep  do\iv'n  in  India. 
I  consider  that  education  in  all  its  effects 
is  rather  lateral,  and  influences  people 
of  their  own  caste  rather  than  as  in  this 
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country,   where  the   pronouncement  of  ■  would  bring  home  to  the  young  no 
any  single  great  man  or  wTiter  finds  its  |  certain  sense  of  lesponsibOitT. 
way   down   through   all   classes  of  the  | 

people.  There  is  a  very  numerous  |  One  other  remedy  has  been  aDn 
section  of  the  educated  class  in  Bombay  to  as  meeting  the  present  dissati^ 
who  are  absolutely  loyal  and  devoted  j  tlon — namely,  the  development  of  \ 
to  our  rule,  and  that  is,  I  think,  very  !  self-government.  The  noble  Vwb^ 
largely  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  educa-  |  opposite  indicated  that  through  all 
tion  given  in  that  Presidency.  Far  more  !  different  spheres  of  administzatioii 
advantage  has  been  taken  there  of  I  hoped  something  would  be  done  in 
technical  education  than,  perhaps,  in  direction.  I  believe  that  by  cncouni 
other  parts  of  India,  and  therefore  we  -  a  sense  of  responsibility  among 
find  the  leaders  of  all  branches  of  the  |  different  classes  you  will  get  a  gn 
K-ommunity  engag'ed  in  industrial  enter-  I  feeling  of  confidence  and  of  mtem 
prise  and  interested  in  the  material  |  good  government ;  but,  at  the  i 
development  of  the  province.  That,  I '  time,  it  must  be  remembered  that « 
believe,  has  been  a  great  check  and  safe-  "  with  existing  local  boards  and  mn 
guard  against  disaffection  taking  the  1  palities,  there  are  constant  requests  i 
<».xtreme  form  that  it  has  taken  in  other  I  those  who  live  under  their  jxniaik 
parts  of  India. 


Nobody  would  gainsay  that  the  ', 
Brahmans,  whose  headquarters  are  at  : 
Poona,  by  a  remembrance  of  their  rule 
not  a  century  ago  and  by  their  great 
intellectual  power  and  capacity  for  : 
iraniing  a  policy,  are  those  who  would 
be  most  likely  to  engage  in  constitutional 
reform,  and  they  have  done  so,  but  upon 
lines  of  sense  and  with  a  certain  regard 
to  what  is  constitutional.  If  any  further 
steps  could  be  taken  to  keep  agitation  on 
constitutional  lines,  every  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  development  of 
primary  education.  It  has  been  repre- 
sented to  me  by  several  leaders  in  India 
that  if  we  want  to  get  the  lower  classes 
to  understand  the  benefits  of  our  rule 
and  to  become  less  susceptible  to  the 
wiles  of  the  agitators,  primary  education 
should  be  increased.  With  regard  to 
higher  education,  as  Lord  Curzon  wisely 
said,  students  have  been  encouraged  to 
take  up  higher  education,  but  no  regard 
has  been  paid  to  the  development  of 
their  character.  The  result  is  that  you 
have  turned  out  these  young  men  by 
the  score  without  any  sense  of  responsi- 
bility and  without  any  knowledge  of  how 
to  turn  their  education  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. I  would  suggest  that,  without 
in  any  degree  limiting  the  facilities  for 
higher  eduiation,  it  should  be  given  to 
the  public  at  its  proper  ci>st.  Thereby  you 
won  111  not  tend  to  check  the  eduoatiou 
i>f  those  who  n*ally  wished  to  take  it  up. 
1  ut  you  would  not  give  a  fictitious  en- 
roll raj^ement  ;      at    the   same   time,  you 

Li^d  LamingtoTL 


to  have  them  removed  as  only  a  hindi 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  loddity.  H 
fore  it  must  not  be  expected  that 
are  going  to  work  wonders  because 
intend  introducing  an  extended  sr 
of  local  self-government.  Before  I 
Bombay  we  tried  to  encourage  a  sj 
of  decentralisation  by  allowing  the  < 
missioners  of  various  divisions  to 
wider  and  more  extended  powen 
not  to  be  compelled  to  refer  so  const 
to  headquarters.  If  you  wish  tt 
encourage  local  self-government, 
essential  that  it  must  go  pari  pasn 
a  certain  amount  of  decentzalisi 
and  you  must  not  expect  as  hi 
standard  of  efficiency  as  in  the 
The  noble  Vicount  said  we  had  i 
sacrificed  ourselves  on  the  atti 
efficiency ;  and  it  is  so.  We  desin 
a  high  standard  of  administration 
we  often  run  counter  to  the  wishc 
feelings  of  the  people ;  and  certainly 
part  of  any  enlarged  system  of  loci 
government  that  you  should  not  i 
the  same  standard  of  efficiency 
have  the  same  amount  of  supervis 
the  district  officials. 

As  regards  the  reforms  that  hav 
indicated  in  the  Legislative  Oc 
I  hope  that  these  may  soon  beai 
for  I  agree  with  the  noble  Yisconi 
it  would  not  do  for  the  (3ovemn 
Ih^  deterred  from  carrying  out  the  i 
they  think  necessary  by  the  a£ 
which  is  at  present  taking  place. 
same  time,  I  earnestly  hope  tha 
will   be  a   more   stringent    Pkes 
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aior  these  concessions  must  be  accom-  encourage  those  who  are  the  bulk  of  the 
^anied  by  an  assurance  that  order  must  people  and  who  are  entirely  faithful 
Oe  respected,  and  that  those  who  week   to  the  rule  of  our  (Jovernment. 


H>y  week  and  month  by  month  have 
'iomented  wild  ideas  in  the  mind  of  the 
[>ple  will  not  be  allowed  to  do  so  in  the 
I  quite  agree  that  Press  prose 


♦Lord  CURZON  op  KEDLESTON  : 
My  Lords,  I  will  not,  at  this  extremely 
late  hour  and  before  a  House  of  such 


ions  are  generally   undesirable.   The    small  dimensions,  attempt  to  answer  the 
1j  way  that  lean  see  to  meeting  the    noble  Viscount.    I  own.  that  I  do  not 
loulty  is  that  every  newspaper  should    recognise    the    picture    that     he    gave 
'  a  guarantee  of  good  conduct.    That    *  ...  ... 

has  been  put  before  the  public 

time  to  time  ;  and  I  think  there  is  a 

al    feeling    that    a    system    which 


in  some  parts  of  his  speech  either  of  the 
substance  or  the  spirit  of  my  argument ; 
but  I   shall  be   quite  content  that  he 
-  should  judge  me  from  the  text  of  my 

l|be  far  less  resented  would  be  to  speech  when  it  appears  in  the  newspapers 
Bt  upou  either  the  licensing  of  news-  i  to-morrow.  There  was  much  less  difEer- 
^fgrnpers  or  that  every  newspaper  should  j  ence  of  opinion  between  us  than  he 
gpve  a  guarantee  for  its  proper  manage-  ;  appeared  to  infer ;  and,  for  my  own 
pIBAnt.  As  the  noble  Lord  who  initiated  part,  it  certainly  was  my  desire  to  give 
^1  discussion  pointed  out,  what  is  really    the  noble  Viscount  the  warmest  support, 


^^  more  insidious  and  far  more  dangerous  ,  so  far  as  I  was  entitled  to  speak  with  any 
J.  J.  J.  -X  authority,  to  the  policy  he  has  pursued, 

and  is  pursuing,  in  Lidia. 


^Ilian  incitement  to  murder  is  that  week 
eily  week  the  mass  of  the  people  should  be 

ftold  that  they  are  being  ruined  by  our 
tale  in  India,  that  we  are  responsible  for 
the    introduction  of    plague    and   such 
-ether  wild  and  mendacious  statements. 


With  regard  to  subsequent  incidents 
of  the  debate,  I  am  very  sorry  that 
Viscount    Midleton    felt    it    incumbent 


_     regard    those     statements    as     far    on  him  to  devote  so  large  a  portion  of  his 
tsiore   serious  because  they    do    appeal    remarks  to  me.    I  have  always  deeply 


Eto  the  greater  number  ;    and,  therefore, 
^^Hiatever  concessions  are  given,  I  earnest 


regretted  the   causes   of  the   difEerence 
between  us,  but,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  say 


|.iyr  hope  the  Secretary  of  State  will  con-  so,  I  will  not,  though  I  think  there  was 

|!c  aider  the  desirability  of  having  a  more  much  provocation,    allow    them    to    be 

n'stringent   Press   law,  such  as  has  been  enhanced  by  anything  he  has  said  this 

■;  indicated  by  the  Viceroy  in  the  speech  evening.    I  will  only  say  this  on  the 


referred  to  this  evening. 

There  is  no  analogy  to  the  freedom 


points   at   issue.    The   first   point    was 
rather  a  question  of  language  than  of 


'  of  the  Press  in  this  country,  because    ^^?;^-    The  noble  Viscount  was  indignant 
H  must  be  remembered  that  the  Govern-    ^^*^     °^«     ^^^*^«^     ^    '^'^    *^^*    *^^ 


ik 


ment  of  India  are  always  at  a  disadvan- 
tage. There  are  no  party  newspapers, 
and  only  one  side  is  ever  heard.    Here 


Ameer  had  dictated  to  us  the  terms  of 
the  treaty.  The  facts  can  be  stated  in 
four  sentences.  The  Government  here 
sent  out  a    treatv  which  we  were  in- 


'    -.!v  .1         ^«  4.1. «  -D-^oc    *  ^««  -D  «4.^    sent  out  a    treatv  wnicn  we  were   m 

you  can  rely  upon  the  Press  of  one  Party     .       ,    ,  .  ,    -,         .i      a 

JhaUenging'tJ  statements  of  the  othe^   lT,*«i*°jr±'^ /«„«-,  "Z^.^Z 


but  that  is  not  so  in  India.    I  will  con- 
clude by  saying  that  the  remarks  of  the 


posed  an  entirely  different  draft ;  the 
Government  of  India  was  most  reluctant 
to  accept  it ;  but  the    Government  at 


noble  Viscount  the  Secretary  of  state  to-  '"  "'''"'V'  'V^i,  ""«  ""^^'f""!"  »" 
night  will  give  full  confidence  in  India  to  ^"?  «'Jf'*f  *'^«  acceptance  of  the  draft. 
«M  officials  who  at  the  present  time  are  ,  JV*  »«  »*»«  lo"^?  »»<»  ^^^^  «*  ^^'^  *1^«1« 


engaged  in  a  very  difficult  and  delicate 
task,    and     to     the    law-abiding     and 


With    regard    to    the    sentence    in    a 


loyal   people    who    do    not    understand  telegram  addressed  by  Viscount  Midleton 

apparent   indifference   towards   what   is  to  myself,  he  was  wrong  in  saying  that 

being  done  to  attack  our  rule.     They  do  I  called  those  words  the  pivot  of  the 

not  understand  apathy,  but  construe  it  agitation  in  India.     My  words  were  that 

into  fear ;    and,  therefore,  it  is  desirable  the  feelings  excited  in  India  had  been 

that  steps  should  be  taken  and  words  enhanced  by  the  inference  drawn  by  the 

spoken  which  will  be  an  exhortation  to  agitators  from  the  terms  of  that  telegram. 
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But  the  inference  was  widely,  almost 
universally,  drawn  in  India,  as  I  think 
I  could  prove  to  the  noble  Lord  from 
extracts  from  the  newspapers.  And  un- 
doubtedly the  feelings  thus  excited 
were  among  the  factors  which  produced 
unrest. 

There  is  another  small  matter  men- 
tioned by  some  noble  Lords  on  this  side, 
and  about  which  I  am  not  certain  that 
the  memory  of  any  of  us  is  quite  accurate. 
I  speak  of  the  partition  of  Bengal.  I 
gave  credit  to  Lord  Ampthill  for  the 
particular  form  in  which  the  partition 
was  ultimately  decided  upon.  I  did 
so  as  an  act  of  generosity  which  I  thought 
was  entirely  deserved  by  the  circimi- 
stances  of  the  case.  The  noble  Lord 
repudiates  it.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to  verify 
the  facts  only  a  few  days  ago  in  connec- 
tion with  another  matter.  When  I  left 
India  in  1904  the  partition  had  not  taken 
definite  shape,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
noble  Lord,  who  managed  the  afiair 
with  scrupulous  regard  to  the  Viceroy 
who  was  shortly  to  succeed  him,  changes 
were  made  in  the  proposals  regarding 
Madras  which  I  had  made,  certain  of  the 
proposals  in  regard  to  Bengal  were 
knocked  out  because  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  did  not  like  them,  and  the 
entire  scheme  as  regards  Bengal  was 
remodelled  and  enlarged. 

Viscount     Midleton     was     right 
saying  that  communications  came  from 
India    and  communications  were 
to  me    from    the    India    Office 
I    was    in    this    country ;     but 


♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLEST 
I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  noble  Viscc 
It  is  a  matter  within  the  discietio 
the  Grovemment.  We  shall  be  gk 
have  Papers. 

Viscount    MORLEY    of    BLi 
BURN :      I  will   consider  the  mi 
and  certainly  will   be   as  liberal 
possibly  can. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


House  adjourned  at  five  mi 
past  Eight  o'clock,  til 
morrow,      a     qowter 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS 
Tuesday,  dOth  June,  1908. 


The  House  met  at 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


a  quarter  b 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


Viceroy  temporarily  functus  officio,  it 
was  not  my  business  to  interfere,  I 
Iftft  ft  in  their  hands  ;  and  when  I  went 
hack  to  India  and  found  the  decision 
j)iit  hoUtro.  nie,  so  satisfied  was  I  with 
th<*  cliHcn^tion  exercised  that  I  sano- 
tioniMl  it  and  authorised  a  despatch  to 
i\\i*  Si^crotary  of  State.  I  apologise  for 
rruikini;  th<*H<?  f<»w  remarks  of  an  ex- 
fihinutory  chariutor,  but  I  think  they 
iiiivi-  \u-fu  ('ii\M  for.  The  only  other 
fioiiit  ahoiit  which  T  would  like  to  ask 
till-  Hr-rn-tm  V  <>f  Stato  is  whether  he  can 
r.ff  [ii'»  way  l'»  Ihv  Papers  as  mentioi:eii 
in  fiiv  Motion. 


PROATSIOXAL  ORDER  BILLS  [LO: 
(STANDING  ORDERS  APPUCi 
THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.    Speaker   laid   upon    the  1 

ill  ;  Report  from  one  of  the   Examinei 

Petitions  for  Private  Bills,    That,  in 

made    case  of  the  following  Bills,  originatii 

while    the   Lords,   and  referred   on    the 

being  ,  Reading  thereof,   the    Standing  0: 


which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
comphed  with,  viz.: — ^Local  Grovemi 
rlieland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1) 
[Loids]:     Local   Government    (Ird 
Provxsiooal  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lord 


Ordered.    That   the   Bills   be 
second  time  to-morrow. 


lei 


Mftoclesi&eld   and   District    Tram 

AKsr.dvvjmeut)  Bill;   North  British 

Mer.-Ar.t:>     Insurance     Company 

J.oT>i<^ ;  Upton  Town  Hall  BiD  [Lc 

A>  Ar.-^^v.ded.  considered ;   to  be  leai 


Vi.''.i'i      MOKLKV     OF 

I'.l  I'  *•  I  <ifn  not  fjuit^f  abli 
,.  .  ,t,  '» Iv.  Iiiit-  1  'I"  ''"♦  doubt 
.i.i..  <  -^rus 

I,  h^/9k. 


BLACK- 

•  to  reply        "1 
I  *hay:  Kp  '  <^?  v 


wva'.    tn>Terament    (Ireland)    F 
*   >5*»  ^Xo,  3)  Bin  [Loids].— : 
s^.'^^r.A  :izsae«  and  committed. 
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Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second 
time  ;  to  be  considered  upon  Thursday. 


{30  Junk  1908}  Reports,  Ac,  558 

Petitions  in  favour :  from  Radclifie 
and  Kersley;  and  WoUescote;  to  lie 
upon  the   Table. 


STANDING  ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  :— 1.  "  That  in  the  case  of 
the  Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  ^ill, 
Petition  for  dispensing  with  Standing 
Order  128  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  of 
•  Charles  Haines '  against  the  Bill,  the 
■aid  Standing  Order  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with." 

2.  '^  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Ards  and 
Bangor  Railways  Bill,  Petition  for  Addi- 
tional Provision,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  insert  the  addi- 
tional Provision  if  the  Committee  on  the 
BiU  think  fit." 

3.  **  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Thames 
Biver  Steamboat  Service  Act  (1904) 
Amendment  Bill  [Lords],  Petition  for  dis- 
pensing with  Standing  Order  128  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  of  '  General  Steam 
Navigation  Company'  against  the  Bill, 
the  said  Standing  Order  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  : — Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ; 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
2)  Bill ;  Bromley  and  Crays  Gas  Bill, 
with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  : — Cardiff  Railway  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  King's  College,  London  (Trans- 
fer) Bill  [Lords] ;  Audenshaw  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment. 


PETITIONS. 


CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  West  Kilburn,  in  favour  ; 
upon  the  Table. 


to  lie 


COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  Hammer- 
smith and  other  places  ;  and  Leith  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CXCL    [Fourth  Series.] 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bo'ness,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  from  Bradford  Leigh 
and  other  places  ;     and  Wickham  ;     to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petition  from  West  Kilburn,  for  altera- 
tion ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  from  Bryncross  ; 
Coventry ;  Leith  (two) ;  Pontyrhyll, 
Wakefield  ;  Wimbledon  ;  and  Wimble- 
don and  Merton  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Pontjrpridd,  for  altera- 
tion ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Govan,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT,  1898. 

Paper  [presented  22nd  May]  to  be 
printed.     [No.    201.] 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES).  ^ 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 

Consular   Reports,   Annual   Series,    Nos. 

4049  and  4050  [by  (Command] ;    to    lie 

upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 
Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-third  Annual 
Report    (for    1907-8),    with    Appendices 
[by  Act]  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  202.] 

WOODS,  FORESTS.  AND  LAND 
REVENUES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Eighty-sixth  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners,  dated  29th 
June,  1908  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  203.] 

U 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  dated  30th  June, 
1908,  modifying  the  Regulations  applic- 
able to  Schools  for  Blind,  Deaf,  Defec- 
tive, and  Epileptic  Children,  1907  [by 
Command] ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIR- 
CULATED WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Assassination  of  an  Indian  Constable  at 
Calcutta. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  any  informrtion  can  be 
given  regarding  the  assassination  of  an 
Indian  constable  in  Calcutta  at  the  end  of 
last  month. 

(Answered  6//  Mr.  Buchanan.)  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  no  official  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  The  only  case 
of  which  he  has  any  knowledge  is  that  of 
a  constable  who,  according  to  the  report 
in  the  newspapers,  died  of  a  stab  in- 
flicted by  a  burglar  whom  he  interrupted. 

Eestriotion  on  Loans  to  Local  Authorities. 
Sir  THOMAS  ROE  (Derby) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  is  aware  that  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  to 
refuse  applications  for  loans  from  urban 
district  coimcils  whose  districts  have  a 
rateable  value  exceeding  £200,000, 
and  also  to  limit  the  purposes  for  which 
loans  are  advanced  to  such  councils ; 
and  whether  he  is  prepared  to  advise  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's 
Treasury  to  relax  the  restrictions  at  the 
present  time  imposed  by  them  in  this 
respect. 

(Answered  hj  Mr.  Lloj/d-George).  The 
loans  of  the  Public  Works  Loan  Com- 
missioners are  restricted,  as  my  hon. 
friend  describes,  under  direction  of  the 
Treasury.  The  object  of  the  restrictions 
is  to  secure  that  loans  out  of  the  Local 
Loans  Fund  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
made  available  only  to  those  local 
authorities  which  are  least  able  to  borrow 
on  their  own  account  in  the  open  market, 
and    only    for    those    purposes    which 


Parliament  is  believed  to  be  spedaUr 
desirous  of  encouraging.  li  the  restzic- 
tions  were  removed,  tbe  effect,  under 
present  market  conditions,  might  be  t^ 
many  loans  of  large  amount  would  lie 
applied  for  by  tbe  councils  of  districts  of 
high  rateable  value,  wbo  are  in  a  poatioi 
to  exercise  their  own  credit ;  also  kiu 
for  undertakings  of  a  conmiemsl  oc 
remunerative  character,  which  the  Loetl 
Loans  Fund  is  not  specially  intended  to 
assist.  These  loans  could  not  be  made 
except  by  further  issues  of  local  loam 
stock,  depressing  tbe  price  of  that  stock, 
and  thereby  necessitating  the  raisiiigof 
the  rates  of  interest  for  tbe  poorer  ts  weD 
as  for  the  richer  borrowing  aathozitiei 
So  long  as  these  conditions  continne  I 
am  not  prepared  to  relax  tbe  restrictioDL 

Evicted  Tenants'  Orievanoea 

Mr.  SHEEHAX  (Cork  County,  3G1): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lmd- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  wbether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  resohtki 
passed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Onk 
County  Council,  which  set  forth  tliatii 
the  opinion  of  that  body  the  Eridal 
Tenants  Act  of  last  year  was  inadeqaite 
to  settle  this  question  ;  that  tbe  adlniIli^ 
tration  of  the  Act  was  unsatisfactoiy,  and 
that  the  manner  of  deciding  evicted 
tenants'  claims  without  any  provion 
for  appeal  in  case  of  alleged  injiutioe  vm 
most  objectionable  and  unjust;  aoi 
seeing  that  there  is  considerable  dii> 
content  amongst  evicted  tenants  om 
the  delay  in  procuring  their  leiiiatite- 
ment,  will  he  say  whether  sometldqg 
will  be  done  inmiediately  to  fsciBtite 
their  re-settlement  on  tbe  land. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  My  attea- 
tion  has  been  called  to  a  newsfpaperR- 
port  containing  the  resolution  zefemd 
to  in  the  Question.  It  is  too  soon  yrt  to 
judge  of  the  effect  which  the  Emtod 
Tenants  Act  of  last  year  will  have  ia 
settling  the  question.  Theie  is  m 
foundation,  so  fair  as  I  am  awaze,  for  Ai 
suggestion  that  the  administatiim  d 
the  Act  is  unsatisfactoiy.  I  undcMtaH 
that  nearly  1,600  evicted  tanants  in  aH 
have  been  reinstated  since  tbe  Art  d 
1903   was  passed.    The   Bstates  0^ 


missioners    are    ]         tduw    wiA   Ib^ 
matter  as  rapidl}*  as  p  iiiiola. 
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i\     JPnrehaM  of  Holding  for  B.  Radford,  of 
(  Ourtienminogae.  | 

i        Mr.  PFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  To  ask  | 
1^   ilie  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu-  ^ 
f^    tenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Estates  Com-  i 
^-    HdMioners  have  been  in  communication  l 
ti  *with  Benjamin  Radford,  Gurtienminogue,  I 
Bj    irith  reference  to  his  holding ;   did  they 
offer  to  advance  £315  to  enable  him  to 
pnoichase  his  holding  from  Mrs.  Richards, 
Chlztienminogue  ;  and  can  he  say  why  the 
wJe  has  not  been  carried  out. 


I       QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  are  unable  to  identij^^ 
any  proceedings  before  them  in  the  cast 
Tefenedto. 

Annuities  Collectable  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts. 

Mb.  WILLLOI  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  To 
-ssk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  amount 
•of  annuities  collectable  yearly  m  Ireland 
under  the  Purchase  Act  of  1885,  imder 
the  Purchase  Acts  of  1891  and  1896,  and 
-under  the  Purchase  Act  oi  1903,  respec- 
tively; and  what  is  the  number  of  an- 
iLiiitants  in  arrear  at  date,  and  what  is 
the  amount  in  arrear  under  each  of  these 
^Acts,  respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.   BirreU.)    The   re- 


Boyal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve. 
'  Mr.  GEORGE  D.  FABER  (York) :  I 
j  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
I  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  present 
system  of  supplying  uniforms  to  the 
Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve  has 
completely  broken  down,  and  that, 
though  repeated  applications  have  been 
made,  no  kits  have  been  issued  to  the 
Clyde  division  since  March  last,  and  that 
190  men  of  that  division  are  at  present 
without  kits,  and  consequently  unable 
to  appear  on  parade,  or  in  church,  or  to 
embark  in  the  Fleet  for  instructions ; 
will  he  state  whether  uniforms  are  issued 
from  the  Deptford  store  ;  and  whether 
the  Deptford  store  at  the  present  time 
has  its  usual  amount  of  general  stores  in 
reserve  ;  and,  if  not,  what  is  the  reason 
of  the  diminution.  ''* 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.) :  The  kits  for  the  Royal  Naval 
Volunteer  Reserve  are  supplied  through 
H.M.8.  "  President,"  Wesc  India  Docks* 
The  made-up  garments  (jumpers,  trousers, 
etc.)  are  made  to  measure  by  a  con- 
tractor, and  the  other  articles  (caps, 
knives,  etc.)  are  drawn  from  the  Dept- 


quired  information,  up  to  1st  July,  1907,    ford  Victualling  Yard.     The  contractor 


Is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Iri^  Land  Commission  for  1906-1907 
(Cd.  3652  of  1907,  page  9,  Payments  of 
Purchasers'  Instalments).  Sinular  statis- 
tfcics  up  to  Ist  July,  1908  are  in  course  of 
preparation,  and  the  annual  report  con- 
taining them  will  shortly  be  laid  before 
Parliament. 

Consideration  of  Scottish  Estimates. 


who  received  the  orders  for  the  supply  of 
uniform  jumpers,  trousers,  etc.,  for  the 
Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve  this  year 
was  re -arranging  his  premises  at  the  time 
when  the  orders  were  received,  and  has, 
consequently,  found  some  difficulty  in 
coping  with  the  large  demands  that  were 
made  upon  him  at  the  same  time.  The 
supply  of  the  uniforms  has  since  then  been 
liastened,   and   it  is  expected   that  the 


■»»     Tin^TD  /r>           J  n         -x  x     m     I  l)alance  to  complete  all  orders  will  be 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To  |  ] x-i..j  ^-.-ii^«^-.i.  „ u     t« j 


ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  will  appoint  i 
another  day  for  Scottish  Estimates  in 
•order  that  the  administration  of  the 
<k)ngested  Districts  Board  may  be  dis- 
cussed, as  well  as  the  Fishery  Board  and 
Local  Government  Board  (Scotland) 
Totes. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith).  As  I 
stated  yesterday,  I  am  prepared  to  con- 
:sider  whether  half  a  day  can  be  given 
between  now  and  the  end  of  July  for  the 
•diflonasion  of  Scottish  Estimates. 


lespatched  early  next  week.  In  regard 
fo  the  articles  supplied  from  Deptford, 
there  is  a  shortage  of  sennet  hats,  the 
stocks  of  which  have  advisedly  been  kept 
low,  owing  to  the  present  pattern  having 
[)roved  unsatisfactory  and  a  new  pattern 
being  under  trial.  Supplies  to  the  new 
])attern  are,  however,  now  becoming 
fivailable. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  Is  there  a 
shortage  in  any  other  articles  in  the 
stores  at  Deptford  ? 

U  2 
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Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  am  informed 
this  is  the  only  shortage,  and  it  has  been 
adequately  explained. 

Bomb  Outrages  at  Calcutta. 
^  *Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Government 
has  any  information  regarding  the  recent 
discovery  of  a  bomb  on  the  st^ps  of  the 
Scottish  Mission  Church  at  Calcutta. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan, 
Perthshire,  E.)  :  The  Secretary  of  Stat<^ 
received  a  report  A\dth  regard  to  the 
finding  of  the  bomb,  but  it  gave  no  sub- 
stantial information  beyond  that  which 
was  contained  in  the  newspapers. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
Has  the  hon.  Grentleman  any  information 
showing  that  the  outrage  in  this  instance 
was  due  to  a  trade  dispute  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  We  have  no 
information  to  that  effect. 

*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
can  now  give  the  House  any  information 
regarding  the  outrage  perpetrated  near 
Calcutta  upon  the  Eastern  Bengal  State 
Railway. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  most  recent 
report  received  from  the  Government 
of  India  informs  us  that  the  man,  Campsie, 
the  most  severely  injured,  is  progressing, 
and  that  as  yet  no  clue  has  been  obtained 
to  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage. 

Government  of  India  and  the  Franoo- 
British  Exhibition. 

Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds,  E.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  state  the  amoimt 
of  the  subsidy  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  to  the  cost  of  the  Indian 
section  of  the  Franco-British  Exhibition. 

Mr.  13CTHAXAN  :  A  grant  of  £10,000 
has  been  made  and  a  further  sum  of 
£5.000  has  been  guaranteed.  The  latter 
^^^ll  be  drawn  upon  only  if  there  should 
be  a  deficit  in  the  working  of  the  section. 
The  C  ommittee  hope  to  recover  eventually 


a   substantial    part    of   any  excesB  ex- 
penditure above  £10,000. 

Indian  Exhibits  in  the  Franflo-BcttU 

Exhibition. 
Mr.   O'GRADY  :     I   beg  to  ask  Ht 

Under-Secretary    of     State    for    Indii 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is  disBati- 
faction  among  Indian  traders,  mercluuiti^ 
and  visitors  at   the  inadequacy  of  tk 
Indian    section     of    the    Franco-BntidL 
Exhibition    in     showing    the    econoar 
resources  of   the    dependency  and  tk 
development     of      Indian     trade    with 
Europe,    most    of    the    exhibits   beior 
specimens  of  Indian  decorative  arts  aM 
such  as  to  constitute  the  section  merelr 
a  bazaar ;    and,  if  so,  whether  in  fntus 
exhibitions  that   may   receive  subsidia 
from  the  Government  Exchequer  he  viS 
make  certain,   by   the   appointment  of 
Indian  gentlemen  on  the  committee,  tbt 
the  true  resources  of  the  Indian  Empin 
are  visualised. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:    The  Secretary  of 
State   is   informed    by    the    committw 
responsible  for  the  Indian  section  tltft, 
vdth  the  necessarily  limited  funds  utl 
space  at  their  disposal,  they  have  taka 
every   possible   step   to    invite  ezUbitt 
from  India,  and  to  make  known  their 
readiness    to     assist     exhibitors.     Tk 
classified  list  of  exhibitors  and  exhiixb 
shows  that  i^ith  the  resources  at  tk 
command   of    the    committee    the  col- 
lection is  quite  a  fair  one.      The  com- 
mittee includes  among  its  members  tn 
gentlemen,  members  of  the  Council  of 
India. 

Indian  Press  and  the  National  CongML 
Mr.  O'GRADY:  I  beg  to  ask  tke 
I'nder- Secretary''  of  State  for  Imfii 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  statements 
])ub]ished  in  the  Eastern  Benqal  mi 
Assam  Era,  an  Anglo-Indian  jonnul 
])ublished  at  Dacca,  attributing  tk 
Goalundo  and  Mozufierpore  outrages^ 
the  meetings  of  the  Indian  congre8iei» 
and  advocating  the  arrest  and  flogjpnS 
of  the  congress  leaders  ;  whether  he  ii 
also  aware  that  this  journal  also  advo- 
f  ated  the  public  flogging  of  Hr.  6.  B» 
Arundale,  headmaster  of  the  Sadi 
College  at  Benares,  and  those  who  SJB* 
pathised  with  him,  becf  ise  he  had  pif 
»ided  at  a  meeting  which  cloeed  Witt  At 
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I    ciy  of  Bande  Mataram ;   and,  if  so,  will 

the  clause   of   the   Indian  Penal  Code 

[    dealing  with  writings  that  create  hatred 

be  applied  to  the  Eastern   Bengal  and 

.JUsam  Era,  as  to  other  journals  recently 

-•appressed  under  the  terms  of  the  Code. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  Secretary  of 
•State  has  not  seen  the  statements  re- 
ferred to.  The  provisions  of  the  Penal 
*CSode  apply  in  the  same  way  to  the  paper 
"mentioned  as  to  all  other  publications, 
and  would  be  enforced  under  the  same 
•conditions. 

Debates  on  the  Indian  Press  Act 
Mr.  I^IACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
-of  State  for  India  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  Report 
of  the  Debates  which  took  place  in  the 
Indian  Council  upon  the  new  Press  Act. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  supplement 
to  the  Gazette  of  India  containing  the 
Heport  of  the  debate  will  be  supplied 
in  the  usual  course  to  the  Library  of 
iilie  House,  and  the  hon.  Member  will 
perhaps  consult  it  there.  It  is  ex- 
pected by  next  week's  mail. 

Mohmand  Expedition  Papers. 
Mr.  MACKARNESS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
^hen  the  promised  White  Paper  dealing 
with  the  Mohmand  punitive  expedition 
will  be  issued  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  preparation 
•of  the  Papers  is  being  expedited  ;  but 
I  cannot  yet  name  a  day  for  their  publica- 
tion. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  Will  the  Paper 
be  laid  on  the  Table  before  the  debate 
takes  place  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :    I  hope  so. 

Dinisnln. 
Mr.  NICHOLLS  (Northamptonshire, 
N.)  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke-on-Trent,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  is  the  constitution  of  the  special 
dourt  appointed  to  try  the  chief  Diiii- 
:niln;    and   why  it  has  been   thought 
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necessary  to  establish  a   special  Court 
under  a  special  law  for  this  trial. 


The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Seely, 
Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  I  cannot  at 
present  add  anything  to  the  reply  returned 
to  a  similar  Question  on  24th  June  with 
regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Court. 
Ministers  have  proposed  the  establish- 
ment of  a  special  Court,  because  they 
think  that  by  this  means  they  will  best 
secure  a  strictly  impartial  tribunal 
for  this  important  trial.  The  Governor 
of  Natal  concurs  in  this  view,  as  do 
also  His  Majesty's  Government. 

Hag^e  Confbrenoe— Sigrnature  of  the 
Convention. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  For  ign 
Afiairs  whether  the  result  of  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  various  conventions 
and  instrument  annexed  to  the  final 
Act  of  the  Hague  Conference,  promised 
before  30th  June,  has  led  to  further 
instructions  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment as  to  signing  all  or  a  portion  of 
them  with  or  without  reservations. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward  Grey, 
Northumberland,  Berwick)  :  The  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  acting  under  instruc- 
tions, proceeded  to  The  Hague  and 
signed  yesterday  the  various  inst  uments 
annexed  to  the  final  Act  of  the  Hague 
Conference,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Convention  creating  an  International 
Prize  Court,  which  remains  open  for 
signature  for  another  year.  Papers  will 
shortly  be  laid  showing  what  States  have . 
signed  the  various  instruments,  the 
!  period  for  signing  which  expires  to-day, 
!  r-nd  the  nature  of  the  reservation  made 
by  this  and  other  countries. 

Insecurity  at  Salonika. 
Mr.  G.  GOOCH  (Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  failure  of 
the  Chief  Commissary  of  Police  at 
Salonika  to  maintain  security  in  that 
city  and  to  pimiah  criminals,  he  will  in- 
struct the  British  Ambassador  at^Con- 
stantinople  to  urge  his  dismissal 
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Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  state  of 
insecurity  which  has  recently  prevailed 
at  Salonika  has  not  escaped  the  notice 
of  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Constanti- 
nople, who  has  drawji  the  attention  of 
the  Grand  Vizier  to  the  matter,  and 
pointed  out  that  the  present  Director 
of  the  Police  is  apparently  not  com- 
petent to  discharge  the  duties  efficiently. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  Are  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  any  way  responsible  for  the 
management  of  the  city  of  Salonika  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  It  is  very 
desirable  that  order  should  be  maintained 
there. 

Egyptian  Special  Tribunal  Decree. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Egyptian  Decree 
of  1895,  which  brought  into  existence 
the  special  tribmial  which  passed 
the  Denshawai  sentences  in  June, 
1906,  has  been  repealed ;  whether  any 
steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  out  the 
important  modifications  of  that  Decree 
recommended  by  Lord  Cromer  in  July, 
19()6;  and,  if  not,  upon  whose  advice  have 
those  recommendations  been  ignored. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  Decree 
has  not  been  repealed,  but  it  does  not 
of  itself  set  up  the  special  tribunal ;  that 
can  only  be  done  on  the  application  of 
His  Majesty's  Consul-General,  who  has 
been  instructed  not  to  take  this  stop 
without  reference  to  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
enmient.  The  special  tribunal  will  not 
be  again  invoked  till  the  modifications 
referred  to  have  been  made,  and  mean- 
while wo  shall  rely  upon  the  ordinary 
tribunals. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  Did  not  Lord 
Cromer  rocommeiid  tliat  Amendments 
should  be  made  which  would  prevent 
any  public  executions  or  floggings  in  the 
future  i 


able  to  keep  up  a  law  of  exoeptiou! 
severity  in  the  interest  of  the  Bntid 
Army  of  occupation  and  no  one  else ! 

Sir  EDWARD  6RET  :  'fhat  depend 
upon  how  the  native  tribunals  do  tin 
work. 

The  Vatican  and  the  Ixisli  UniTsnitiii 
BilL 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :    I  be( 

to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foidgi 
AfEairs  whether  His  Majesty's  GoTSft 
ment  has  taken  any  steps,  diiectlj  a 
indirectly,  to  ascertain  the  views  d  tk 
Vatican,  or  those  entitled  to  speak  for  it 
in  this  country,  respecting  the  IbA 
Universities  Bill  now  in  Committee  of 
the  House  ;  and  if  their  approval  hss  ben 
secured  for  the  measure. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :     The  Answ 
to  both  Questions  is  in  the  negative. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Is  the  right  Iuml 
Gentleman  aware  that  unless  the  approni 
of  the  Vatican  or  its  representatiTW  za 
this  country  is  received  to  this  Bill  sot 
a  single  Roman  Catholic  will  daie  entr 
the  Universitv  of  Ireland  ? 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Tlicsc  could 
only  take  place  if  the  special  tribunal 
was  set  up,  which  will  not  be  the  case. 

Mr.     MACKARNESS:       Does     the 

Egyptian    Government    think    it   desir- 


[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Franoo<lanadiaa  Convention. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hytha): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fa 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  can  now  kr 
upon  the  Table  the  correspondenor 
between  the  Canadian  and  the  Boat 
Governments  concerning  the  applicatiflo 
of  our  mo^t-favoured-nation  treati» 
under  the  Franco-Canadian  ConventioB. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  No,  Sir;  at 
any  rate,  not  at  present.  I  will  consak 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colooitt- 
on  the  subject  at  a  later  stage. 

Persia. 
Major  ANSTRUTHBR-QRAY  (8t 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  Ab- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  ASun 
whether  he  has  any  further  infuiiiiilifli 
as  to  the  state  of  a&in  at  Tehmaa  ui 
other  parts  of  Persia. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  ham  Etfr 
to  add  to  the  inf orma*  on  slieaf^  §Dfm, 
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to  the  House.  The  Shah  has  issued  a 
proclamation  dissolving  the  Mejliss,  and 
summoning  another  three  months  hence. 
Meanwhile,  Teheran  and  other  towns 
liave  been  placed  under  martial  law. 
Some  persons  have  taken  refuge,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  country,  in  His 
Majesty's  Legation ;  and  this,  coupled 
"With  the  fact  that  the  Shah  has  posted 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Xiegation,  an  improper  proceeding  against 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
protested,  is  giving  rise  to  correspondence 
with  the  Persian  Government,  as  the 
refugees  cannot  be  given  up  without 
defimte  and  reliable  guarantees  for  proper 
treatment.  I  am  informed  that  some 
refugees  are  in  other  Legations.  There 
are  reports  of  disturbances  at  Tabriz  and 
other  places  in  the  provinces,  but  all 
accounts  agree  that  there  is  not  danger 
to  foreigners. 

Major  ANSTRUTHERGRAY  :  May 
I  ask  the  date  of  the  latest  communica- 
tion ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  That  brings 
it  down  to  the  telegrams  I  have  received 
this  morning. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  What 
would  the  Government  consider  definite 
and  reliable  guarantees  for  the  safety  of 
these  refugees  ?  Would  they  take  the 
word  of  the  Shah  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  We  are  now 
considering  what  guarantees  we  shall  ask 
for. 

Mr.  lynch  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripon): 
Can  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  answer  the 
latter  portion  of  the  Question  I  put 
yesterday,  and  to  which  I  received  no 
reply  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  now  ask  yesterday's  Question. 
He  should  put  it  down  again  if  be  wishes 
an  Answer. 

Imports  of  Arms  into  Muscat. 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  a 
quarter  of  the  whole  imports  into  Muscat 
consists  of  arms  ;  whether  most  of  these 
are  imported  from  Belgium  ;  and  whether 


the  Brussels  Conference  has  particulai 
and  precise  instructions  to  deal  with  a 
traffic  which  directly  promotes  and  pro- 
longs warfare  upon  the  north-west  frontier 
of  India. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  During  last 
year  the  import  of  arms,  etc.,  into  Muscat 
exceeded  one  quarter  of  the  whole 
imports.  About  50  per  cent,  of  the 
amoimts  imported  came  from  Belgium. 
The  annual  trade  report  of  Muscat, 
which  will  be  ready  for  publication 
shortly,  will  contain  the  statistics  on  the 
subject.  The  matter  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  Conference  now  sitting 
at  Brussels. 

♦Mr.  REES:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  any  information  with  regard 
to  the  presence  of  a  body  of  Afghans  at 
Regan  who  receive  and  distribute  these 
arms  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  cannot 
reply  to  that  without  notice 

^  Swansea  Dock  Fatality. 
Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  an  accident 
which  occurred  on  Saturday,  20th  June, 
at  the  King's  Dock,  Swansea,  now  in 
course  of  construction,  by  which  a 
locomotive  engine  fell  down  an  embank- 
ment and  killed  two  men ;  whether 
it  is  intended  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  the 
cause  and  circumstances  of  such  accident 
in  accordance  with  the  Notice  of  Acci- 
dents Act,  1894  ;  and  whether  he  can 
state  the  number  of  accidents,  fatal  and 
other^^ise,  reported  as  having  occurred 
on  these  works  since  their  commencement. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Gladstone, 
Leedp,  W.)  :  I  beg  to  answer  this  Question 
on  behalf  of  my  right  hon.  friend.  There 
appears  to  be  no  power  to  direct  a  formal 
investigation  in  regard  to  this  accident. 
As  I  pointed  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
in  reply  to  a  previous  Question  with  regard 
to  this  dock  on  23rd  March  last,  the 
application  of  the  Notice  of  Accidents 
Act,  1894,  to  docks  was  repealed  by  the 
Factory  Act  of  1895.  The  accident  also 
appears    to    be    outside    the    provisions 
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the  Post  Office  circular  respecting  the 
remuneration  of  sub -postmasters,  which 
reduces  the  rate  of  commission  on 
bankers'  postal  orders  to  half  an  unit 
instead  of  one  unit,  as  recommended  by 
the  Select  Committee  ;  and,  if  so,  what 
action  he  proposes  to  take. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  In  the 
scheme  submitted  to  and  recommended 
by  the  Select  Committee  full  details  were 
rot  in  all  cases  given  as  to  the  treatment 
of  exceptional  cases.  The  case  of  bankers' 
postal  orders  is  one^  of  these,  and  in 
regard  to  them  the  existing  practice  is 
merely  being  continued.  The  reason  for 
assigning  a  reduced  rate  is  that  postal 
orders  presented  in  batches  by  bankers 
and  others  are  already  sorted  and  accom- 
par.ied  by  dockets  and  paid  in  one  sum, 
and  entail  less  labour  than  the  standard 
postal  order.  The  half  rate  dpes  not 
apply  to  the  first  5,000  orders  presented 
in  batches. 

Telephone  Dangers. 
Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
has  read  the  Report  of  Dr.  Allan,  the 
medical  officer  of  health  for  the  city  of 
Westminster,  relative  to  the  liability  of 
the  users  of  telephones  to  contract 
tuberculosis ;  if  he  is  now  convinced  of 
the  danger  to  public  health  to  which  his 
attention  has  already  been  drawn ;  and 
whether  he  will  insist  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  system  of  flat  mouth-pieces,  such 
as  obtains  in  France  with  no  disadvantage 
to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  have 
read  the  report  of  Dr.  Allan,  which  was 
not  commimicated  to  the  Post  Office,  but 
was  published  in  the  Lancet.  Steps  are 
taken  for  the  regular  cleansing  of  Post 
Office  public  telephones,  and  suggestions 
for  improved  methods  of  disinfection  are 
under  consideration.  In  1905  a  series 
of  tests  were  made  of  call  office  telephones 
in  London  by  the  City  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  with  the  result  that  no  evidence 
of  any  danger  of  infection  was  found. 
The  case  specially  referred  to  by  Dr. 
Allan  appears  to  be  quite  exceptional. 
It'  was  one  of  six  in  which  tests  were 
applied,  and  in  the  other  five  cases  no 
trace  was  found  of  dangerous  germs. 
Many  appliances  for  attachment  to  tele- 


phones, in  order  to  pzevent  tk'dH|r 
of  infection,  have  been  enniMli 
connection  with  the  Post  Office  tilqis 
system,  but  their  use  is  open.tojo^ 
objections.  Washing  with  dinriKWl 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  medical  a^ 
including  Dr.  Allan,  the  most 
safeguard. 


Sib EDWABD  SASSOON:  Tk^tl 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  appreditalbl 
point  of  my  Question.  laskedttttbl 
flat  mouth-piece,  and  as  to  its  snpoodlf  1 
over  other  mouth-pieoes. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUKTON:   V«k» 

considered  that  and  other  appHuaiiVA 
have  not  come  to  the  conclnsioii  stiAik 
the  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to  k» 
arrived. 


*Mb.  bees  :  Is  there  any  difficohrk 
using  a  flat  box  to  which  then  ■ » 
mouth-piece  ? 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  The 

is  imder  consideration,  and  any 
from     any    one    with   real 
on    the    matter    will    certainly 
careful  consideration. 


Employment  of  Half  Timen^ 
Mr.  W.  R.  BEA  (Scarboroud^):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Bondtf 
Education  if  he  can  see  his  way  to  sppN^ 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  qow 
of  the  employment  of  half-timeis. 

The  president  of  the  BOAEDv 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Runcimak,  Db* 
bury) :  I  propose  to  appoint  an  Ifttt 
departmental  Committee,  of  whidi  ^ 
hon.  friend  the  Parliamentary  SecKMj' 
of  the  Board  has  consented  to  act  i^ 
Chairman.  The  constitution  of  the  Oi*- 
mittee  will  be  announced  shortly. 


Grants  for  Secondary  Sehoolii 
Lord  BALCARRES,  (Lancashire,  Gte- 
ley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  At 
Board  of  Education  whether,  undor  Ar  { 
Regulations  for  Secondary  8chool8,190B4l 
the  Board  of  Education  are  empuwli 
to  pay  grants  in  full  for  the  school  JT 
1908-9,  irrespective  of  the  paymn^if 
any,  made  for  the  school  year  lM7-8to^ 
secondary  school,  in  respect  of  iriudi  A^ 
Board  is   satisfied  that  the 
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down  in  Article  5,  as  to  denomina- 
m\  religious  instruction,  or  in  Article 
»),  as  to  the  imposition  of  a  conscience 
9e  applicable  to  boarders  may  be 
red,  in  view  of  the  educational  needs 
bie  area  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  the 
ation  of  the  Board  to  make  such 
ments  of  grants  in  full  in  respect  of 
ch  it  is  shown  that  the  conditions 
(juestion  can  with  advantage  to  the 
icational  requirements  of  the  district 
waived, 

Kb.  RUNCIMAN  :  Under  the  Regula- 
is  for  Secondary  Schools,  1908,  any 
ver  of  the  conditions  attached  to  any 
iier  scale  of  grant  by  the  Regulation 
L907  can  only  be  granted  as  regards 
conditions  set  out  in  Articles  23  and 
except  in  continuance  of  a  waiver 
ady  granted  imder  the  Regulations  of 
7.  As  is  stated  in  Paragraph  3  of  the 
Eatory  Memorandimi  to  the  Regula- 
ls  of  1908,  no  such  waiver  has  been 
ited  as  regards  Article  5,  and  only 
as  regards  Article  18  (6).  The  waiver 
visions  are  in  any  case  only  applicable 
chools  which  received  grants,  or  were 
»gnised  as  pupil  teacher  centres,  for 
year  1907-8. 

ORD  BALCARRES  was  understood 
ask  in  how  many  cases  the  waiver 
granted  in  1907  ? 

Ib.  RUNCIMAN:  I  cannot  say 
[lout  notice,  but  I  will  get  the 
>rmation  for  the  noble  Lord. 

ill  Holdines  Act— Dorohester  (Oxford- 

Bnire)  Inquiry. 
[r.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) : 
eg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
lerset,  as  representing  the  President 
he  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the 
krd  are  aware  that  at  a  recent  inquiry 
1  under  the  Act,  at  Dorchester,  in 
'ordshire,  only  five  out  of  twelve 
licants  were  present,  and  that  this 
I  partly,  at  least,  owing  to  the  fact 
t  the  inquiry  was  held  at  a  time  when 
'as  impossible  for  all  the  appliccnts  to 
md. 

HE  TREASURER  of  the  HOUSE- 
LD  (Sir  Edward  Stbachey,  Somer- 
hire,  S.) :  The  Board  are  informed 
the  clerk  of  the  county  council  that 


no  complaint  as  to  the  time  or  place  of 
meeting  was  received,  and  no  reasons  for 
non-attendance  were  given  except  by 
one  applicant.  In  the  hope  of  suiting 
the  convenience  of  those  who  did  not 
attend,  another  meeting  was  arranged 
and  due  notice  given  to  the  absent  appli- 
cants,  but  only  the  one  who  had  written 
explaining  his  absence  at  the  previous 
meeting  attended. 

*  Viscount  VALENTIA  (Oxford): 
Could  this  information  not  be  obtained 
more  readily  from  the  clerk  to  the  county 
council  of  the  county,  a  division  of  which 
the  hon.  Member  so  ably  represents,  than 
through  the  Board  of  A^culture  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  It  is 
entirely  at  the  option  of  the  hon.  Member 
to  address  the  question  either  to  the- 
coimty  council  or  myself. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  Is  not  the  object 
in  addressing  the  question  to  the  Board' 
to  call  public  attention  to  the  matter,, 
and  is  not  that  desirable  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  ft 
depends  entirely  on  the  circumstances  of 
the  case. 

Small  Holdings  Act— Expenses. 
Mr.  MORRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Board  will' 
repay  out  of  the  Small  Holdings  Account 
the  salaries  and  expenses  of  any  officers 
specially  appointed  by  a  county  council, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Board,  to  assist 
in  establishing  and  organising  smalt 
holdings  under  the  Act. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
repayment  of  expenses  of  county  councils, 
is  expressly  restricted  under  the  Act  ta 
those  incurred  in  proceedings  in  relation 
to  the  acquisition  of  land,  and  although 
the  Board  are  prepared  to  take  as  liberal 
a  view  of  the  terms  of  the  Act  as  is  at  alK 
possible,  they  have  no  power  to  sanction 
the  repayment  of  expenses  incurred  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  Is  the  House  to  under- 
stand that  all  tlxese  expenses  and  salaries: 
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will  be  charged  as  additional  rent  on  the 
tenant  holders  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :     I    do 

not  understand  that  Question.  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
notice  of  it. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  The  hon.  Baronet 
told  the  House  on  11th  June 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Quotations  from 
speeches  in  this  House  are  not  now  per- 
missible. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  (Cambridgeshire, 
■Chesterton) :  If  the  expenses  of  salaries 
are  not  borne  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, by  what  fund  will  they  be  borne  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  said  a 
certain  part  of  the  salaries  might  be 
payable  for  certain  specific  work  done, 
but  only  the  salary  paid  to  an  agent  for 
the  management  of  the  land  under  the 
control  of  the  county  council  would 
naturally  form  part  of  the  expenses.  As 
on  any  other  estate,  it  would  be  part  of 
the  expenses  of  the  estate  and  naturally 
would  have  to  come  out  of  the  rents. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  If  the  whole  of  the 
time  of  the  officer  hitherto  has  been 
taken  up  in  ascertaining  the  demand, 
and  not  in  the  managing  of  the  estate, 
will  the  Board  of  Agriculture  consider 
the  advisability  of  repaying  the  salary 
during  that  time  to  the  county  council  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  Those 
are  preliminary  inquiries,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  preliminary  inquiries  cannot  be 
repaid. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  :  Will  the  cost  of  the 
preliminary  inquiries  fall  on  the  rates 
of  the  (50unty  or  on  the  small  holders  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  That 
is  a  legal  question,  but  I  believe  they 
would  fall  upon  the  general  rates. 

Small  Holdings  Act- Bishop's  Lydeard 
Inquiry. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether  his  attention  has 


been  called  to  the  faot  that,  at  aniaqaff 
under  the  Small  Holdings  Act  hdd  rt 
Bishop's  Lydeard,  in  Someiset,  by  tk 
Somerset  County  Counoil,  on  Wedusr 
day,  10th  June,  the  chairman  A  de 
committee  said  that  they  had  Iwd  tb 
advice  of  the  Board  of  Agricultim  Ht 
to  be  in  any  particular  haste  to  put  tk 
Act  into  operation,  because  itreqmm 
very  careful  consideration  ;  and  whrdis 
the  chairman  had  any  authoritj  far 
making  such  a  statement. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Tta 
Board  are  informed  that  the  cluutmu 
of  the  committee  in  question,  in  using  tk 
words  to  which  my  hon.  friend  leln 
wished  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  c0 
must  be  taken  in  putting  the  Act  nil 
operation  and  not  in  any  way  to  er 
courage  delay.  Indeed  he  ezpreair 
stated  that  the  council  were  deairooid! 
carrying  through  the  necessary  inqniziei 
at  the  earliest  possible  date.  TIm 
reference  to  'Hhe  advice  of  the  Bod 
of  Agriculture "  was  to  our  ciRniir 
letter  of  1st  January  last,  a  copy  d 
which  is  doubtless  in  thA  possession  of  ar 
hon.  friend. 

Small  Holdings  Act— Hours  txxr  HoUnf 
Inquiries. 
Mr.  MORRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  die 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somexset,  u 
representing  the  President  of  the  BotiJ 
of  Agriculture,  whether,  if  it  can  be  shon 
that  the  interests  of  any  applicants  hsn, 
in  fact,  been  prejudiced  owing  to  tlv 
hour  at  which  an  inquiry  has  been  beU, 
the  Board  will  require  another  inqmi^ 
to  be  held ;  and  whether,  in  the  evnt 
of  the  committee  finding  it  inconvenieBl 
to  hold  inquiries  at  hours  suitable  to  tki 
applicants,  they  will  direct  the  CoB- 
missioners,  in  the  exercise  of  the  pofren 
conferred  on  them  by  the  Act,  to  asceitiin 
for  themselves  the  extent  of  the  demani 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  If  then 
is  any  reason  to  think  the  interests  «f 
applicants  for  small  holdings  have  bees 
prejudiced  by  the  hour  at  which  m- 
cjuiries  have  been  held  the  Board  will  uk 
the  county  council  concerned  to  aftnd 
the  men  other  opportunities  for  u 
inter\qew.  These  inquiries  are  held  foi 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  snitaUhtj 
of  applicants,  and  there  does  not  appetf 
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**o  be  at  present  any  necessity  for  the 
^  CSommissioners  to  hold  meetings  in  order 
•to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  demand. 

■ ,  Mr.  MORRELL  :  As  it  is  the  primary 
'v^uty  of  the  Commissioners  to  ascertain 
-tjj^kat  the  demand  is,  will  the  Department 
Nponsider  the  advisability  of  repaying 
■^Mpenses  incurred  by  county  councils 
-^When  they  are  left  to  do  the  work  ? 

i 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :   That  is 
m  statement  that  the  Commissioners  do 
^  laot  do  the  work  they  ought  to  do,  and  I 
i  ^differ  from  it  entirely. 

i-      Mr.    MACKARNESS    asked    if    the 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  any  information 
jdhowing  how  many  councils  hold  the 
inquiries  in  the  evening  so  that  labourers 
attend. 


Sir    EDWARD    STRACHEY    asked 
for  notice  of  that  Question. 


.  Mr.  MORRELL:  Have 
missioners  ever  visited  the 
Oxford  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  : 

eertainlv. 


the    Com- 
County   of 


Yes,  Sir, 


Somerset  County  Conncil— Small 
Holdings  Committee. 
Mr.  MORRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  represent- 
ing the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  at  a  meeting  held  by  the 
small  holdings  committee  of  the  Somerset 
County  Council,  the  chairman  of  that 
council  said  that,  if  compulsory  powers 
are  resorted  to,  the  cost  of  the  exercise  of 
such  powers  will  increase  the  expense  of 
acquiring  the  land,  and  thereby  increase 
the  rent  of  the  land  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  Board  will  repay  to  county 
councils  all  legal  expenses  and  surveyors' 
fees  in  connection  with  the  acquisition 
of  land,  and  whether  this  applies  equally 
whether  the  purchase  is  made  com- 
pulsorily  or  by  agreement ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  circularise  the  coimcils 
accordingly. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
Board  are  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Somerset  County  Council  that  their 
chairman  stated  that  the  cost  of   the 


exercise  of  compulsory  powers  would 
fall  on  the  small-holders,  subject  to  any 
repayment  made  by  the  Board.  The 
reasonable  costs  of  compulsory  purchase 
as  in  the  case  of  purchase  by  agreement 
will  be  repaid  by  the  Board  and  need  not 
therefore  increase  the  rent.  A  circular 
letter  to  this  affect  has  been  issuedjto- 
county  coimcils. 

Grants  to  Sea  Fisheries  Committees. 
Mr.  SNOWDEN  (Blackburn) :    I  beg 

to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
j  set,  as  representing  the  President  of  the 
I  Board  of  Agriculture,  if  he  will  state 
j  why,  notwithstanding  repeated  promises 
I  that  their  claims  would  be  considered,  no 
I  provision  whatever  has  been  made  for  a 
I  grant  to  the  local  sea  fisheries  committees^ 
fin  whose  hands  the  administration  of 
■the    Sea   Fisheries   Regulation   Acts   is 

placed  by  law  ;   and  can  he  promise  that 

an  early  consideration  will  be  given  to 

their  claims. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Per- 
haps  my  hon.  friend  will  allow  me  to  refer 
him  to  my  reply  on  the  23rd  instance, 
to  a  Question  on  the  same  subject  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South-East 
Lancashire. 

The  Beef  Trust  and  Deptford  Cattle 
Market. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somer- 
set, as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  17th  and  24th  June,  when 
no  markets  were  held  at  the  Deptford 
Cattle  Market,  there  were  present  in  the 
lairages  of  that  market  1,200  and  1,400 
head,  respectively,  of  cattle  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  the  property^ 
of,  or  controlled  by,  the  American  Beef 
Trust  firms,  and  that,  although  there 
were  many  EngUsh  buyers  present,  the 
cattle  were  not  offered  for  sale  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  these  cattle  have  since 
been  slaughtered  and  put  into  cold 
I  storage  by  and  for  the  trust,  to  be  placed 
'  upon  the  market  at  prices  at  present 
entirely  under  their  own  control  and 
regulation  ;  and  whether,  in  the  public- 
interest,  the  Board  will  institute  some 
inquiry  into  the  question  of  the  meat 
supply  of  this  country. 
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Sib  EDWAKD  STEACHEY:  The 
Board  are  aware  that  there  were  a 
certain  number  of  cattle  in  the  lairages 
on  the  dates  mentioned  and  that  they 
were  subsequently  slaughtered,  but  they 
do  not  know  what  was  the  ultimate 
destination  of  the  carcases.  They  were 
not  retained  in  cold  storage  at  Deptford 
Wharf.  The  Board  do  not  think  that 
any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  the 
institution  of  the  inquiry  proposed. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  Is  it  not  the  case 
that  the  withholding  of  cattle  from  sale 
under  these  circumstances  was  a  breach 
of  the  regulations  governing  the  Deptford 
Market  ?  Can  the  hon.  Baronet  give 
the  House  any  substantial  reason  for 
the  refusal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  institute  any  inquiry,  especially 
having  regard  to  the  serious  rise  in  price 
of  meat  in  London  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  I  can- 
not  answer  the  first  Question.  I  must 
ask  for  notice  of  it.  As  regards  the 
advisability  of  having  an  inquiry  into 
the  Meat  Trust,  it  is  on  all  fours  with 
the  desirability  of  inquiring  into  all 
trusts  which  are  likely  to  raise  the  price 
of  food  and  other  commodities.  I  rather 
think  the  question  is  under  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) : 
Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  not  consider 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  the  desir- 
ability of  appointing  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  this  very  serious  matter  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  That 
Question  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Bolingbroke  Hospital. 
Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Elland  Division,  as  representing  the 
Cliarity  Commissioners,  whether  at  the 
time  the  Charity  Commissioners  gave 
their  sanction  to  the  payment  by  the 
trustees  of  the  Weir  Charity  of  the  sum 
of  £5,000  out  of  the  trust  fund  to  the 
governors  of  the  Bolingbroke  Hospital, 
the  proposed  scheme  under  which  the 
payment  was  purported  to  be  made  had 
been  published  by  the  Conmiissioners  as 


required  by  Section  6  of  The  CSharitable 
Trusts  Act,  1860,  in  order  that  persons 
interested  might  have  the  opportunitT 
given  to  them  by  that  section  of  objecting 
to  the  scheme  ;  and  whether  he  will  state 
under  what  statute,  and  under  wbat 
section  thereof,  the  Commissioners  have, 
or  claim  to  have,  power  to  authoxise 
payment  under  a  prospective  scheme 
before  the  proposed  scheme  has  been 
published  and  definitely  settled  in  accoid- 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland):  The  proposed  scheme  in  the 
matter  of  the  Weir  Charity  has  been 
drafted  and  will  very  shortly  be  ready  for 
publication.  It  will  be  published  so  si  to 
ensure  full  opportunity  to  all  penooi 
interested  of  making  objections  or 
suggestions,  and  any  such  objectaonior 
suggestions  will  be  carefully  considered. 
The  circumstances  in  which  the  Charit? 
Commissioners  sanctioned  the  payment  in 
question  were  explained  in  the  Amwff 
given  by  me  to  a  Question  by  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  23rd  March  last. 

Sir  henry  KIMBER  pressed  for  an 
Answer  to  the  last  part  of  the  QnestiDn. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said  he  thou^this 
Answer  sufficiently  covered  the  point; 
otherwise,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
give  the  details  of  a  large  number  of 
sections. 

Cost  of  Irish  Adminiftratum. 
Captain  J.  CRAIG :    I  beg  to  ask  the 

Prime  Minister  if  he  will  state  the  amontt 
of  the  increased  cost  of  administntioB 
to  the  Treasury  and  the  counties  aflected 
respectively,  consequent  on  cattle-diivingi 
outrages  in  which  firearms  have  been  naed, 
boycotting,  and  other  forms  of  intinu- 
dation  in  Ireland  since  the  preooit 
Government  was  returned  to  office. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRfr 
LAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) :  Tke 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  was  inoeased 
last  autumn  by  400  men,  and  ib  nov 
being  further  increased  by  350  men,  with 
the  object  mainly  of  dealing  with  catde- 
driving.  The  cost  of  these  additional 
men  will  be  approximately  £47,000  pa 
annum,  of  which  a  moiety  wiD  fadl  vpim 
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tile  counties  concerned.  There  will  be 
fmther  charges  for  travellinjr,  conveyance 
of  prisoners,  and  such  matters,  some  of 
'wfaich  will  be  borne  by  the  Constabulary 
Vote,  and  some  will  fall  upon  the  counties. 
It  is  not  possible  to  apportion  the  charges 
between  the  different  classes  of  ofEences. 

Captain  J.  CRAIG :  When  will  there 
le  an  opportunity  of  discussing  in  this 
"Haafle  these  extraordinary  charges  ? 


Mb.  BIRRELL  : 
Irish  Estimates. 


On  a  day  allotted  to 


Captain  CRAIG  :'^I  ibeg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  kept  in- 
formed of  the  number  of  outrages  in 
irliich  firearms  are  used,  the  extent  to 
which  cattle-driving  is  being  carried  on, 
tiie  spread  of  boycotting  and  other  forms 
of  intimidation  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  the 
judicial  comments  on  the  existing  state 
of  affairs  made  from  time  to  time '  by 
His  Majesty's  Judges ;  and  will  he 
state  how  long  the  Government  intend 
to  permit  such  lawlessness  to  continue 
)>efore  taking  adequate  steps  to  uphold 
the  law  and  afford  due  protection  to 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  loyal, 
peaceful,  and  industrious  minority  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  Before  the  right 
"hon.  Grentleman  answers  that  Question, 
may  I  ask  him  whether  he  has  any 
reason  beyond  their  own  assertion  to 
Relieve  that  this  minority  is  loyal ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the  dis- 
•establishment  of  the  Irish  Church  they 
threatened  to  kick  the  late  Queen's 
Crown  into  the  Boyne,  and  whether 
the  hon.  Member  himself  did  not  threaten 
to  raise  a  bloody  war  if  the  Government 
continued  a  particular  course,  and  does 
he  think  that  it  is  correct  to  describe 
this  minority  as  a  peaceful  one  ? 

Captain  CRAIG :  May  I  explain  I 
never  used  such  an  expression  ?  I  said  that 
if  the  Government  pursued  the  course 
they  were  at  that  time  taking,  a  bloody 
war  would  follow,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  it  has  proved  only  too  true. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
XORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  As- 
^UTTH,  Pifeflhire,.  E.) :    In  answer  to  the 
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Question  on  the  Paper,  the  Answer  to 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
aflirmative.  If  by  the  latter  part  of 
the  Question  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  means  to  inquire  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  put  the  Criminal 
Law  and  Procedure  Act  into  force, 
the  reply  is  in  the  negative.  The 
Government  have  taken,  and  wiU  con- 
tinue to  take,  all  possible  measures  within 
the  ordinary  law  for  the  preservation 
of  the  peace,  the  pimishment  of  ofEenders, 
and  the  protection  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  Have 
the  proceedings  taken  under  the  ordinary 
law  proved  to  be  adequate  ? 

3  [No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Captain  CRAIG :  How  long  do  the 
(Government  intend  to  go  as  they  are 
doing  ? 

Me.  ASQUITH:  Thai  depends  to 
some  extent  on  the  length  of  time  the 
Government  holds  office. 

Captain  CRAIG;  Are  we  to  gather 
from  that  that  during  the  tenure  of 
office  of  the  present  Government  they 
will  take  no  further  steps  to  put  down 
lawlessness  in  Ireland  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Irish  Universities  Bill. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  the  Govern- 
ment's intention  to  proceed  further  with 
the  Irish  Universities  Bill  under  the 
circumstances  that  in  Committee  an 
Amendment  has  been  introduced  by  which 
public  money  may  be  expended  in  supply- 
ing sites  for  churches  and  chapels  within 
the  walls  of  the  new  Universities,  in  con- 
tradiction of  the  pledge  given  on  behalf 
of  the  Grovemment  that  none  of  the 
money  voted  by  Parliament  would  go  to 
denominational  purposes. 


Mr.  BIRRELL :  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  proceed  with  the 
Irish  Universities  Bill,  and  [when  the 
Report  stage  is  reached  the  hon.  and 
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gallant  Member  will  have  full  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  point  to  which 
he  refers. 

Cork  Corporation  Surcharges. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  issued  a 
sealed  order  surcharging  Members  of 
the  Cork  Corporation  for  the  cost  of 
cabling  the  condolences  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Cork  to  the 
Mayor  of  San  Francisco  on  the  destruction 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  latter  city  by 
earthquake  ;  and  whether,  as  head  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  he  will 
take  steps  to  prevent  any  such  further 
breach  of  international  courtesy  and 
interference  with  the  rights  of  Irish 
municipalities.  , 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affir- 
mative. Local  authorities  are  prohibited 
by  statute  from  defraying  any  such  ex- 
penditure out  of  the  rates,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  obliged  to  see 
that  the  law  is  carried  out. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  :  Is  there 
any  such  thing  known  in  an  English 
municipality  ? 


Mr.  BIRRELL :     I  imagine  it  would 


be. 


Mr.  MOONEY  (Newry) :  Has  it  not 
been  the  practice  of  the  English  Local 
Government  Board  to  insist  on  the  in- 
clusion of  a  clause  in  every  private  Bill 
going  into  this  House  giving  this  power 
to  municipalities  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :   I  am  not  aware  of  it. 


Mr.  Griffith's  Ballintogher  Estate. 
Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  July 
of  last  year,  as  the  result  of  an  arrange- 
ment come  to  in  Judge  Ross's  Court, 
the  estate  of  Mr.  J.  Griffith,  situate  near 
Ballintogher,  county  of  Sligo,  was  in- 
spected by  an  official  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  with  the  view  of  ha\'ing 
the  property  purchased  for  the  tenants ; 


and,  if  so,  what  steps,  if  any,  have  mat 
been  taken  to  bring  abont  the  comptetkn 
of  this  bargain.  ^     j^_, 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  The  estate  in  qnestdim 
is  for  sale  in  the  Land  Judge's  Coort  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  had  it  in- 
spected and  are  at  present  considezing 
their  inspectors'  reports  with  a  ?ieir 
to  making  an  offer  for  purchase. 

Irish  Uniyersity  BilL 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  the  Govenuneiit 
intend  to  submit  the  Irish  Universities 
Bill  to  a  National  Convention  in  Ireland, 
as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Irisk 
Councils  Bill ;  and,  if  so,  for  what  dite 
will  the  Convention  be  summoned. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  No,  Sir. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Then  how  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  know  the  BiU  will 
be  acceptable  to  the  Irish  people  ? 

Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Claie,R)/ 
Because  it  is  opposed  by  the  hon.  Member 

himself. 

Commission  on  Irish  Bank  Notes- 
Mr.  FI.YNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  uk 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  custom  pursued  by  tie 
Bank  of  England,  and  of  other  banb  in 
London,  to  charge  commission  on  tfce 
exchange  of  Bank  of  Ireland,  National 
Bank,  or  other  Irish  bank  notes ;  is  he 
aware  that  this  practice  has  been  extended 
to  Irish  banks  doing  business  in  London 
on  the  exchange  of  their  own  notes  for 
cash  ;  and  whether  he  will  state  if  this 
custom  is  the  result  of  a  Bank  of  En(|^ 
regulation  or  an  inter-bank  arrangemeBC 
or,  if  not,  upon  what  statute  law  it  is 
founded. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  » 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhoot^. 
Bristol,  E.) :  The  holder  of  such  a  note 
is  not  entitled  to  claim  payment  in  Gmt 
Britain.  If  a  London  bank  obliges  Uh 
by  cashing  a  note,  I  understand  tht 
it  usuallySmakes  a  charge  of  Id.  to  3d.  for 
doing  so.  I  am  not  aware  of  my 
statutory  enactment  either  autboriimg  or 
prohibiting  such  a  chai^. 
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-  Mb.  FLYNN  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Mrare  that  this  is  a  charge  of  Id.  in  the 
£^  and  does  he  know  that  banks  in  London 
ai6  debarred  from  negotiating  these 
ttotea  although  willing  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
my  statutory  Act  either  authorising 
or  prohibiting  such  a  charge. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  the  bank  say  they  are  debarred 
faom  doing  so  by  the  action  of  the  Bank 
U  England? 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  So  far  as  I  am 
•ware  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  Bank  of 
Kngland  interferes  in  the  matter  at  all. 
TImj  make  what  charge  they  like. 
Xhere  is  no  statutory  power  one  way  or 
ilie  other. 

Tied  Trades. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  8.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
hb  is  aware  of  the  system  under  which 
wrliolesale  millers,  tobacconists,  provision 
merchants,  and  others  are  in  the  habit 
of  establishing  numbers  of  tied  houses 
where  the  tenants  are  compelled  to  carry 
en  their  business  in  accordance  with  the 
eonditions  laid  down  by  such  wholesale 
firms  ;  and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
desirableness  of  introducing  legislation 
to  deal  with  the  matter.  , 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  aware  to 
what  extent  the  state  of  things  described 
in  the  Question  actually  prevails,  and  I 
see  no  necessity  for  any  legislation  on  the 
•abject. 

OoTemment  Contracts  and  the  Fair 
Wages  Clause. 
Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Vickers,  Sons,  and 
Maxim,  Limited,  of  Barrow-in-Furness, 
is  on  the  list  of  Government  contractors  ; 
if  so,  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  firm 
have  a  clause  in  the  indentures  of  their 
apprentices  prohibiting  their  apprentices 
joining  a  trade  society  during  the  appren- 
ticeship term  ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  make  representations  to  the 
firm  with  a  view  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
prohibition. 
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Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  firm  are  on  the 
list  of  contractors  to  the  War  Office. 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the 
clause  in  the  indentures  referred  to ; 
and  the  matter  is  not  one  in  which  I 
should  feel  entitled  to  intervene. 

Income-Tax. 
Me.  BOTTOMLEY:  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
income-tax  is  at  present  charged  upon 
fines  and  premiums  demanded  by  ground 
landlords  upon  the  expiration  of  leases 
as  a  condition  of  their  renewal. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Income-tax  is  assessed 
on  fines  which  fall  within  the  charge 
imposed  by  the  5th  Rule  of  No.  II., 
Schedule  A.,  Income-Tax  Act,  1842. 
A  premium  charged  on  granting  an 
ordinary  lease  for  years,  which  carries 
with  it  no  right  to  the  renewal  of  the 
lease,  is  not  treated  as  a  fine  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Rule. 

Me.  BOTTOMLEY  :  Then  the  Answer 
means  that  when  a  landlord  inflicts  a 
heavy  fine  for  the  renewal  of  a  lease  he 
pays  no  income-tax  on  it  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  That  depends 
on  the  position  dealt  with  in  the  last  part 
of  my  Answer. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES^ 
Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re» 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection  : 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  CJommittee  A  (in 
respect  of  the  Access  to  Mountains  Bill) : 
Mr.  William  Jones  ;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution  (in  respect  of  the  said  Bill) ; 
Mr.  King. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


DAYLIGHT  SAVING  BILL. 
Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Select    Committee,     with    Minutes    of 
Evidence. 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  204.] 

Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed,  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  for 
to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  287.] 
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BAIL  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  release 

on   Bail,"   presented  by  Mr.   Secretary 

Gladstone  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  288.] 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  4: 

♦Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire)  moved 
to  insert  "  net "  before  "  income  "  in  sub- 
section (a).  He  desired  to  make  it  clear 
that  only  the  available  net  income  should 
be  taken  into  account.  The  Amendment 
was  intended  to  eovor  cases  where  people 
paid  into  clubs.  As  everybody  knew, 
the  working  men  in  the  country  paid 
their  pence  m  subscriptions  to  coal  clubs, 
medicine  and  doctors' clubs,  boot  and  shoe 
and  clothing  clubs,  co-operative  clubs,  and 
so  forth ;  and  these  subscriptions  enabled 
them  to  obtain  necessaries  cneaply.  Such 
payments  reduced  their  incomes,  and 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  deducted.  No 
doubt  the  deductions  would  only  bo  in 
pence;  but  then,  the  sliding  scale  of 
a  pension  also  went  down  to  pence ;  let 
them  bo  fair  to  the  thrifty. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  the/ 
to  insert  the  word  '  net.*  " — {Mr.  SmecUon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  net '  be  there  inserted." 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  L.  Harcourt,  Lanca- 
shire, Rossendale)  said  the  Govern- 
ment could  accept  the  insertion  of 
the  word  proposed.  It  was  certainly 
the  intention  of  the  Bill  that  the  yearly 
value  of  a  man's  income  should  be  taken 
into  account,  and  that  it  should  not 
include  any  outgoings.  The  word  "  net " 
as  applied  to  profits  had  a  meaning  wliich 
was  fairly  woU  understood,  but  as  applied 
to  income  it  would  seem  to  require  some 
definition.     It  was  quite  clear  that  rent 


and  cost  of  living  were  not  to  be  deducted 
from  income  for  the  purpose  of  the  KII, 
and  to  insert  the  word  "net"  without 
any  explanatory  phrase  or  word  would 
certainly  not  do.  The  intention  of  tk 
Bill  was  clear,  and  they  could  not  accept 
that  word,  which  might  give  lifie  to  in 
interpretation  dangerous  to  the  whole 
clause. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  said  he  mi 
sorry  the  Grovemment  would  not  agree 
to  the  Amendment.  It  was  quite  detr 
in  reading  over  the  whole  of  Clanee  4 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
ascertain  what  a  man's  means  letDj 
were  within  the  meaning  of  the  dme. 
He  would  give  a  case  in  illnstntin. 
Supposing  an  old  man  or  an  old  wemm 
subscribed  to  the  Post  Office  for  a  amill 
sum  to  be  paid  at  death.  Was  that  to  be 
deducted,  or  not  ?  He  took  it  that  the 
proposer  of  the  Amendment  assumed 
that  income  meant  the  available  net 
income  that  the  elderly  person  mi 
really  going  to  receive  and  could  ^eod, 
whereas  by  the  clause  as  it  stood,  theie 
were  no  limitations  and  no  definitioa, 
and  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  imill 
outgoings  such  as  he  had  suggested  imald 
be  allowed  to  be  deducted  so  that  theMt 
amount  might  be  ascertained.  It  mi 
obvious  that  if  they  had  two  or  time 
people  whose  means  hovered  about  the 
limit,  and  who  had  some  little  outgoingi 
those  expenses  would  be  included,  imkei 
Parliament  made  it  clear  by  piitlilg 
in  the  word  *'  net,"  that  such  oatgoinp 
were  not  to  be  calculated  in  the  inoome. 
He  was  in  hopes  when  he  saw  the  AnMnd- 
ment  that  the  GrOvemment  would  aoeeft 
such  a  simple  way  of  doing  oidiiuij 
justice,  and  he  very  much  legietted, 
therefore,  that  the  right  hon.  Genikmu 
had  not  accepted  it. 

Mr.  AUS,TEN  CHAMBBRLAIH 
(Worcestershire,  B)  said  he  did  not  qote 
follow  the  objection  which  the  Gtevwn- 
ment  had  to  the  Amendment.  Sap- 
posing  a  person  was  left  the  benefit  of  ft 
small  property,  and  received  the  income 
from  that  property,  but  was  bound  to 
pay  out  of  that  income  some  enudl  nn 
to  another  person,  what  would  his  meows 
be  taken  as  midor  the  clause  as  it  vfcoodt 
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The  net  income  would  mean  merely 
wliat  they  received  for  themselves  after 
allowing  for  deductions,  but  was  it  quite 
certain  that  the  word  "  income "  by 
itself  would  mean  the  net  income,  and 
not  the  gross  income  ?  He  was  not 
certain  whether  there  was  not  a  technical 
meaning  attached  to  the  word  "  income  " 
in  law  in  connection  with  the  Income- 
Tax  Act,  and  if  there  was,  and  if  the 
definition  imder  the  Income-Tax  Act 
could  be  applied  under  the  Bill,  con- 
siderable injustice  might  be  done,  because 
the  income  for  the  purposes  of  income- 
tax  included  in  certain  cases  money  which 
the  person  clearly  had  not  got  to  spend, 
{.e.,  it  was  rather  the  gross  income  of  a 
business  before  making  certain  deductions 
which  the  business  involved,  than  the  net 
income  available  to  be  spent  by  the 
proprietor. 

Mr.  L.  HARCOURT  said  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  and  of  the 
Bill  that  only  clear  income  or  clear 
annual  value  should  be  treated  under 
this  section,  and  he  was  advised  that  that 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  words  as  they 
Btood.  Although  the  word  "net"  as 
applied  to  profits  had  a  definite  meaning, 
it  had  no  such  definite  meaning  as 
applied  to  the  word  ''income,"  and  it 
might  give  rise  to  the  suggestion  that 
from  the  income  should  be  deducted 
the  cost  of  living,  etc.,  and  the  Govern- 
ment regarded  the  word  as  too  dangerous 
and  too  wide  to  insert  in  this  case. 

♦Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Leices- 
ter) asked  what  was  the  meaning  of  a 
•*  clear"  income.  Take  the  case  of  a 
middle  class  man  who  had  insured  his 
life;  he  deducted  his  insurance  money 
for  the  purposes  of  the  income-tax. 
Supposing  those  old  persons  who  came 
under  this  clause  were  insured  for 
their  funeral  expenses,  which  was  really 
a  form  of  life  insurance,  would  the  pre- 
miums they  had  paid  for  that  benefit 
be  regarded  as  part  of  a  clear  income 
or  be  excluded  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square)  said  that  in  the  case  of 
house  property  of  a  rather  common 
class,  large  deductions  were  generally 
made  for  unlets,  for  the  collection  of 
rents,  and  for  such  outgoings  as  repairs, 


etc.  Would  the  term  "income"  be 
the  income  after  those  charges  had  been 
satisfied  or  not?  He  would  certainly 
have  thought  the  income  would  be 
the  gross  rental  receivable  from  those 
cottages,  and  that  the  landlord  would 
not  be  entitled  to  deduct  the  expenditure 
necessary  to  command  that  rent. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Lloyd-Gborob,  Car- 
narvon) said  he  could  not  give 
an  answer  to  a  very  complicated 
conundrum  of  that  kind,  nor  did  he 
think  it  was  altogether  a  question 
for  the  Law  Officers.  It  was  more 
a  question  for  the  Inland  Revenue,  who 
had  been  interpreting  these  things  in  the 
past.  With  regard  to  insurance,  he  would 
say  the  Inland  Revenue  would  deduct 
any  payment  made  in  respect  of  that 
insurance.  There  was  a  very  elaborate 
set  of  regulations  which  had  accumulated 
for  years,  and  he  would  be  sorry  to 
answer  the  point  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  straight  oflf.  He  would  not 
like  to  commit  himself,  but  he  did  not 
think  the  case  would  be  likely  to  arise 
imder  this  Act,  which  would  not  take 
in  men  who  had  property  of  that 
kind.  They  might,  of  course,  get  a 
man  who  owned  a  cottage,  and  he  did 
not  know  what  the  regulations  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  provided  in  a  case  of 
that  sort,  but  he  should  think  they 
would  follow  the  general  principles 
adopted  in  the  case  of  income-tax,  with 
this  exception,  that  it  was  likely  they 
might  give  a  more  liberal  interpretation 
under  this  Act. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
thought  the  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  showed  that  they  were  on 
rather  a  delicate  point,  and  one  requiring 
more  serious  consideration  than  had 
been  given  to  it.  Clearly  the  Government 
had  not  considered  it,  because  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  prepared  to 
answer,  and  said  the  Law  Officers  could 
not  be  expected  to  answer,  and,  therefore, 
he  presumed  they  had  not  gone  into  it. 
What  was  the  answer  as  far  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  able  to  give 
it  ?  As  regarded  insurance,  he  thought 
the  Inland  Revenue  would  interpret 
anything  in  the  narture  of  insurance  as 
being  entitled  to  an  exception,  following 
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the    principles    adopted     in    regard     to 
income  -  tax.     and     thit     the      Inhvnd 
Revenue    might,    in    fact,    go    a    little 
farther  in  these  matters  than  they  would 
under   the    Income-Tax   Act.     But    the 
Inland  Revenue   had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the   administration    of    his 
Act.     The  Excise  officer  was,  the  Prime 
Minister  interrupted,   an   officer   of  the 
Inland  Revenue,  but  that  was  really  a 
correction  of  his  statement  of  the  flimsiest 
character,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Prime    Minist-er    had     announced     his 
intention  to  transfer  the  whole  of  the 
Excise    officers   to    the    Customs.     The 
Customs  was  not  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
Excise  officer  in  this  case    was  not  put 
forward  as  an  official  who  was  to  act 
under  directions  from  either  the  Board 
of  Customs  or  the  Inland  Revenue  ;    he 
had  to  act  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  judgment  in  consultation  with  or  in 
correction    of    the    local    pension    com- 
mittee, and  if  they  differed,  the  deter- 
mination of  the  dispute  rested  with  the 
President     of    the     Local     Government 
Board.     Accordingly  the   Board   of  In- 
land Revenue  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter,  and  the  Board's  precedents  in 
connection    with   the    income-tax   could 
hardly  be  said  to  be  binding  on  the  Local 
Government  Board .  The  Chancellor  < )f  the 
Exchequer  had  said  tlvat  the  precedents  in 
connection  with  the  abatements  allowed 
from  income-tax  in  respect  of  the   pre- 
mium paid  on  an  insurance  policy  would 
be  followed.  That  was  a  statutory  abate- 
ment,   and    the    Inland    Revenue    only 
allowed  it  because  there  was  a  statutory 
provision  to  that  effect,   and  the  very 
fact  that  they  only  allowed  it    because 
of    that    would,    he    thought,    be    their 
justification  for  saying  that  where  there 
was    no     statutory     provision     clearly 
Parliament    did     not    intend     them  to 
do  it.     Under    those   circumstances    he 
hoped  the  Government  would  reconsider 
the  matter,  for  he  thought  it  was  clear 
that  the  word  "  income  "  by  itself  would 
not  do.     He  would  ask  the  Law  Officer, 
who  had  now  happily  arrived,  to  assist 
them  to  find  a  suitable  word. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  anj)  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Asquith, 
lifeshire,  E.)  did  not  think  there  was 
any  necessity  for  the  assistance   of   the 

-Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 


Law  Officers.  It  was  not  a  tech- 
nical matter,  and  anyone  acquainted 
with  income-tax  legislation,  as  he  was, 
knew  that  the  word  "income"  wis 
rarely  used  in  the  Act.  For  that  reason 
he  thought  there  was  a  great  advantage 
in  putting  it  in  this  section,  because  it 
was  not  fettered  by  technical  interpre- 
tations or  legal  associations.  He  under- 
stood by  income  what  a  pension  committee 
or  the  Excise  officer  would  sav  was,  as  a 
matter  of  common  sense,  the  clear  income 
of  the  person  in  question,  and  if  they  pat 
in  ''net"  he  thought  it  would  be  a  grett 
mistake.  Although  he  thought  that, 
as  a  rule,  the  Excise  officer  would  coo- 
sider  he  ought  to  follow  the  spirit  of  the 
deduction  allowed  under  the  Income 
Tax  Acts,  it  was  much  better  in  the 
interests  of  all  concerned  that  they  should 
not  put  in  a  hard  and  fast  definition  to 
prevent  an  elastic  interpretation  of  the 
clause.  In  the  case  of  cottage  property, 
it  was  clear  they  could  not  regard  the 
man's  gross  receipts  as  being  his  mcome, 
and  the  case  of  insurance  premiums  hid 
been  expressly  provided  for  by  statute 
in  regard  to  income-tax,  and  he  thought 
a  pension  committee  would  form  the 
same  opinion  about  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
said  he  did  not  know  whether  leaving 
things    to  the    common   sense    of  the 
committees  was  the  best  way  to  avoid 
litigation,  and  the  speech  just  delivered 
showed  the  extreme  need  of  some  gui&g 
words.   They  had  before  them  two  ^nstn- 
tions  of  the  difficulties  that  might  ensue 
from  the  use  of  the  word   "income" 
only.    Speaking  as  a  man  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  technicalities  of  the  law,  it 
seemed  to  him  quite  possible  that  if  he 
were  on  one  of  these  pension  committei 
he  should,  from  a  common  sense  pdnt  of 
view,  say  the  income  from  the  cottages 
would  be  what  was  commonly  called  Ae 
net  income,  t.6.,  the  gross  income  less  the 
necessary    outgoings,    and    in    that  he 
agreed  with  the  Prime  Minister.    Bat  he 
was  not  so  clear  about  the  insnianoe 
matter.     He  had  the  utmost  sjrmpathy 
with    those    who    insured    their    livos 
in  order  to  provide  for  a  cost  iriiich 
might  occur  after  death,  or    for  their 
successors    in    any    form,    but    anlBSB 
they  put  in  statutory  words  and  slid 
that  the  ordinary  income-tax  zegnhlioB 
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was  to  apply  in  this  case,  he  asked  the 
Committee  whether  they  thought  a  man's 
income  was  to  be  exclusive  of  what  he 
paid  for  insurance  purposes.  He  thought 
common  sense  led  them  to  the  opposite 
view.  Very  likely  old  people  would 
save  what  they  could  and  put  it  by 
rather  than  insure  directly  with  an  office, 
but  the  House  was  not  going  to  deduct 
roch  savings.  What  they  put  by  them- 
selves for  expenses  which  would  occur 
after  death,  the  House  did  not  deduct  from 
dieir  income.  If,  however,  the  money 
went  into  a  society,  they  did  deduct  it. 
He  did  not  think  common  sense  made  it 
dear  that  a  proper  distinction  was  to  be 
Jiawn  between  these  two  cases.  The 
Rrime  Ifinister  prided  himself  on  the  fact 
Aat  this  phrase  was  not  legal  English, 
but  conmion  -  sense  English,  which  he 
proi)erly  distinguished  from  legal  English, 
ind  they  were  dealing  with  common 
lense  persons  who  were  to  distribute  the 
hind.  But  let  them  compare  that  argu- 
ment with  the  argument  of  the  First 
Dommissioncr  of  Works.  He  said  "  net 
income  "  might  lead  the  ordinary  person 
fco  indicate  a  clear  income,  but  it  was  a 
legal  term  which  might  be  misinterpreted. 
He  would  have  thought  not,  but  he  would 
Accept  the  criticism  of  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  and  make  a  suggestion.  The 
Krst  Commissioner  of  Works,  appealing  to 
I  common-sense  audience,  talked  about  a 
*  dear  "  income.  Then  let  that  be  put  into 
^he  clause  and  it  would  hit  off  the  common- 
lense  of  the  committees  who  would  have 
t»  deal  with  the  matter.  If  "  net " 
income  was  a  legal  definition,  and  they 
lid  not  want  to  deal  with  the  legal  aspect, 
tihen  let  the  commonsense  word  suggested 
l>7  a  conmionseDse  Minister  to  a  common - 
lense  House  of  Commons  express  the 
meaning  of  the  Grovernment. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  the  insertion  of 
ihat  word  would  not  in  the  least  assist 
the  solution  of  the  problem ;  the  com- 
mittees would  still  have  to  construe  it 
iccording  to  their  own  ideas. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  asked 
whether  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  in 
ome  words  in  order  to  solve  this  problem. 
iis  right  hon.  friend  had  spoken  of  the  in- 
urance  which  many  might  be  expected 
o  make  in  the  way  of  life  assurance. 
le  thought  it  was  as  stated  by  the  hon. 


Member  for  Leicester,  but  he  was  not 
certain.  They  were  clearly  likely  to 
make  insurance  against  sickness.  They 
were  far  more  likely  to  pay  so  much  a 
week  to  insure  against  sickness,  which 
WAS  a  far  more  pressing  anxiety.  He 
presumed  that  that  would  not  be  excluded 
from  their  means.  With  all  respect  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  he  adhered  to  his 
view  with  regard  to  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  where  there  was  no 
experience  of  these  matters.  The  income  - 
tax  basis  did  not  provide  for  any  deduc- 
tions for  payments  made  to  provide 
against  sickness  and  for  medical  relief. 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest 
that  the  money  he  paid  for  doctors' 
bills  was  no  part  of  his  income  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  the  income-tax 
(lid  not  regard  insurance  premiums  as 
income. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  the 
income-tax  into  the  discussion  said  that  the 
Excise  officers  would  follow  the  precedent 
of  the  Income-Tax  Act.  His  first 
observation  upon  that  was  that  they 
would  only  follow  it  so  far  as  the 
powers  of  this  Bill  corresponded  with 
the  powers  of  the  Income-Tax  Act, 
and  this  Act  did  not  allow  them  to  grant 
exemptions  for  payments  made  for  life 
insurance.  He  suggested  that  some 
words  should  be  put  in  to  carry  out 
the  obvious  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  ELLIS  DAVIES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  asked  for  further  informa- 
tion as  to  how  income  was  to  be  arrived 
at.  In  the  case  of  insurance  premiums 
they  were  according  to  the  Prime  Minister 
to  be  allowed  to  be  deducted  as  under  the 
Income-Tax  Acts,  but  the  income  of 
cottage  property  was  not  to  be  the  sum 
at  which  it  was  assessed  to  income-tax, 
but  the  rental  after  deducting  all  cost  of 
repairs,  as  it  was  known  that  the  cost  of 
repairs  was  in  excess  of  the  sum  allowed 
in  income-tax  assessments.  There  was 
also  another  class  to  be  dealt  with.  How 
was  the  amount  of  income  of  persons 
in  occupation  of  land  to  be  arrived 
at.  More  than  80  per  cent,  of 
the  farmers  in  his  constituency  (held 
less    than   50   acres   or   paid  less  than 
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£50  rent.  On  the  basis  of  the  income-tax 
their  profits  were  deemed  to  be  one-third 
of  their  rent.  Was  that  the  basis  upon 
which  the  pension  officer  was  to  go  ? 
Was  the  profit  of  a  farmer  paying  £50  a 
year  to  be  put  down  as  £16  13s.  4d.  ? 
If  so,  neither  ho  nor  the  farmers  would 
obj  ect.  At  the  present  moment,  however , 
so  far  as  he  understood  the  law  m 
elucidated  by  the  Prime  Minister,  one 
basis  was  to  be  adopted  for  arriving  at 
the  income  of  a  person  with  cottage 
property,  and  another  for  arriving  at  the 
income  of  a  tenant  farmer.  In  dealing 
with  such  a  complicated  matter  which 
was  likely  to  lead  to  litigation  and 
injustice,  there  should  be  precision  of 
definition.  He  did  not  at  present  see 
how  the  income  was  to  be  arrived  at. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) : 
said  the  income  of  a  tenant  farmer  was 
arrived  at  by  taking  a  proportion  of  his 
rent. 

Mr.  ELLIS  DA  VIES  said  the  income 
of  a  tenant  farmer  is  deemed  to  be  one- 
third  of  his  rental. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  in  the  case 
of  nine  out  of  ten  tenant  fanners  it  would 
be  nothing  like  that,  but  the  person  who 
was  eligible  for  a  pension  was  liable  to  be 
assessed  on  that  basis.  He  ccmtended 
that  it  would  cause  considerable  hard- 
ship, because  a  great  many  people  would 
be  deemed  to  have  an  income  they  did 
not  possess.  If  the  word  "net"  was 
put  in,  it  would  certainly  not  include 
provision  made  for  sickness  or  burial, 
nor  would  it  include  the  payments 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester.  If  provision  was  to  be 
made  for  that  there  must  be  a 
separate  Amendment  ^to  deal  with  it. 
The  only  question  for  the  Committee 
to  consider  at  present  was  whether  the 
word  *'  net "  should  be  inserted  in 
this  way.  "  N<  t  "  was  a  plain,  simple, 
business  word  which  every  business 
man  understood.  "  Net  amount "  meant 
the  actual  amount  put  into  the  pocket 
after  all  charges  had  been  met,  and 
available  for  spending.  Its  intro- 
duction would  be  a  guide  to  the  pension 
committee,  and  would  not  fetter  them. 
He  supported,  therefore,  the  suggestion 
that  it  should  be  put  in,  although  it  wiiii 

Mr.  Ellis  Davies^ 


not  a  legal  word,  in  order  to  make  the 
matter  clear. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  (DubUn  University), 
as    one    who   had    had    some    experi- 
ence in  administering  Acts  of  Parliament, 
(lid  not  think  the  insertion  of  either  "  net " 
or  ''  clear  "  would  strengthen  the  cUnae, 
without  adding  of  what  the  amount  was 
net  or  clear — of  medical  attendance,  of 
repairs  of  cottages  and  so  on.  He  ^d  not 
see  how  the  income-tax  argument  had  any 
bearing  upon  the  Bill.     The  income-tix 
set  up  an  artificial  income  and  laid  down 
specifically  what  should  or  should  not  be 
taxed.     If  the  Excise  officer  in  adminii- 
tering  the  Bill  was  to  work  out  a  system, 
that  was  saying  that  he  and  not  Psrliip 
Ttient  WPS  t  o  legislate.     Committees  might 
ta]iQ  most  divergent  views.    One  might 
exclude  one  set  of  payments,  and  anot^, 
another.     It  was  Parliament  that  decided 
what  should  be  included  in  deductioDi 
horn     income     for     taxing     purpOMB. 
Even  if  that  was  not  true,  they  coold 
only  deduct  up  to  a  sixth  of  the  incomei 
It  wm  a  purely  artificial  matter,  and  the 
wh  Die  question  of  profits  under  the  Income- 
Tax    Act    was    strictly     regulated    by 
ParliaTncnt.     His    own    view    was  thrt 
they  (should  leave  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 
They  would  have  Excise  officers  in  the 
different  districts    settiuff   up  diffionnt 
staiidnixls  of  income  and  deductions,  and 
in  tho  end  they  would  probably  hare  to 
come  back    to  the    Local   Government 
Boards   the  President  of    which   wooU 
ultimately    become     the    legislator    in 
regard  to  the  matter.       The    net  con- 
clusion of  the  whole  argument  eame  to 
thi.s  that  by  leaving  the  word  ''income' 
as  it  was,  without  either  the  word  "net" 
or  the  word  "  clear,"  they  did  not  know 
whut  they  were  voting  for. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  he  agned 
with  every  word  that  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  did  not  wirii 
it  to  be  supposed  that  he  had  svd  or 
suggested  that  in  determining  what  wie 
income,  either  the  pension  conmuttei^ 
the  excise  officers,  or  ultimately  the 
I^cal  Government  Board  shoidd  feel 
themaelves  bound  to  determine  the 
matter  by  the  artificial  provisions  of  the 
Income  Tax  Act.  The  only  reason  he 
bad  referred  to  it  was  to  show  that  the 
problem  under  the  Act  was  to  ascertam 
that  port  of  a  man's  profits  whkli  wm 
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leally  income;  that  was,  the   absolute 

Kofit,  after  all  deductions  which  the 
come-Tax  Act  allowed  fn)iD  profits  had 
been  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
that  which,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  State,  should  be  regarded  as  income 
and  assessable  under  the  Income -Tax 
Act.  That  was  the  problem  presented 
by  the  Income-Tax  Act,  and  he  referred 
to  that,  not  as  laying  down  a  rule,  but 
as  showing  a  useful  precedent.  He  (juite 
agreed  that  it  would  be  better  that  the 
word  "  income "  should  appear  simply 
without  an  epithet  prefixed.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  the  only  way 
of  really  working  the  thing  out  would  be, 
not  to  prefix  a  vague  epithet  like  "  clear  " 
or  "  net,"  but  to  have  a  schedule  allowing 
atatutable  deductions.  But  however 
carefully  that  schedule  was  drawn 
they  would  find  that  they  had  omitted 
something  which  ought  to  be  iocluded, 
and  included  something  which  ought  to 
have  been  omitted.  There  was  a  well- 
known  legal  maxim  that  the  mention  of 
one  thing  meant  the  exclusion  of  another, 
and  would  intnxluce  an  endless  chaos  of 
interpretation.  Was  it  not,  therefore, 
far  better  to  leave  the  interpretation  of 
a  particular  case  to  the  conjoint  opinion 
of  the  pension  authorities,  or  to  the 
Excise  officers,  iuid  in  the  case  of 
differences,  to  leave  it  to  the 
patriarchal  control  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  President  of  the  Liocal  Government 
Board  to  determine  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worceflterphire, 
N.)  said  he  agreed  with  the  last  two 
speakers  in  this  matter,  but  he  suggested 
that  the  better  way  to  deal  with  the 
question  was  to  havo  a  general  reference 
to  what  was  the  past  year's  income. 
In  that  way  they  would  get  a  distinct 
figure  to  deal  with,  after  the  <leductions 
in  respect  of  jwynients  to  frien<lly 
societies,  rent,  etc.,  whereas  to  deal 
with  the  income  of  the  coming  year 
would  be  entirely  speculative.  Dealing 
with  the  past  year,  the  receipts  could  he 
produced,  and  he  submitted  that  if  they 
desired  to  give  the  pension  authorities 
and  officers  some  indication  as  to  how 
the  income  was  to  be  arrived  at,  it  would 
be  more  suitably  done  hv  specifving 
friendly  society  payments,  and  all  out- 
goings of  one  sort  or  another,  tloing  this 
at  the  end  of  the  subsection  rather  than 
in  the  part  they  were  now  considering. 


Me.   AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN 

thought  the  word  "  income "  as  it 
stood  in  the  Bill  was  clearly  not  sufficient 
to  meet  the  case  '•aisod  by  the  hon. 
Meml>er  for  Leicester,  which  the 
Prime  Minister,  as  he  understood, 
had  expressed  the  desire  and  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  in- 
clude. Therefore,  he  proposed,  when 
they  •  cached  the  proper  point,  to 
move,  after  the  word  "  excluding,"  to 
insert  the  words,  "  any  sums  payable  on 
premiums  of  insurance  against  sickness, 
death,  or  funeral  expenses."  That 
would  specifically  meet  the  case,  which 
was  a  very  exceptional  one,  and  would 
not,  he  thought,  be  open  to  the  objection 
raised  by  the  Prime  Minister,  namely, 
that  if  they  mentioned  one  thing  they 
would  exclude  others.  This  was  a  ca^e 
which  stood  by  itself,  and  was  alto- 
gether opart  from  the  ordinary  out- 
goings which  had  been  spoken  of.  He 
thought  it  right  to  give  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move. 

Mr.  hunt  (.Shropshire,  Ludlow)  sug- 
gested that  after  the  word  "  income," 
the  words  might  be  inserted,  "  clear  of 
all  necessary  outgoings." 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) 
said  he  would  suggest  another  way  in 
which  the  matter  might  be  met,  and 
which  might  not  be  open  to  the  objection 
raised  by  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  University.  He  would 
like  to  know  the  view  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  as  to  the  use  of  the  word  "  avail- 
able "  income,  after  deduction  of  reason- 
able payments  and  expenses.  If  they 
did  not  get  a  decision  on  this  point 
to-day,  it  was  (me  of  the  matters  on 
which  the  Bill  might  perhaps  be  re- 
comnutted  on  Mcmday. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  said  they  were 
being  asked  to  decide  this  point  on 
very  insufficient  information.  The 
p'irst  Commissioner  of  Works  had  told 
them  that  if  they  left  the  word  ".in- 
(tonie "  alone  it  showed  clearly  what 
was  meant.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  said  that  he  rather 
thought   that   an   allowance   would   be 
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liCwis,  John  Herbert 
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Wa80D,John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  (Galloway) 
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Winfrey,  R. 
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TiLLKRS   FOB  THI    NOSS — ^Mt. 

Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


♦Mr.  CHIOZZA  MONEY  (Paddington, 
N.)  moved  to  insert  in  the  first  line  of 
labsection  (a)  the  word  "unearned"  so 
that,  in  calculatinfr  the  means  of  a  perso  i 
Bor  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  it  should 
be  the  unearned  income  only  that 
should  be  nonsidere  h  He  said  his 
9bject  was  to  save  the  applicants 
Erom  the  tender  mercies  of  the  pension 
oommittees.  He  looked  upon  those 
Bommittees  with  some  alarm,  and  anyone 
who  read  the  various  sections  of  Clause 
I  would  conclude  that  when  these  incomes 
liad  to  be  decided,  in  accordance  with  the 
iliding  scale,  the  task  would  be  difficult 
ndeed.  He  desired  to  exclude  from  the 
provisions  of  this  Clause  all  those  persons 
w^ho  were  earning  their  incomes.  Sub- 
section (o)  was  worded — 

**  The  income  which  that  person  may  reason- 
ably expect  to  receive." 

Se  submitted  that  an  old  man  of  seventy 
to  seventy-one  could  not  be  reasonably 
expected  to  earn  any  income  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time,  and  this, 
.aken  in  conjunction  with  the  proviso 
:hat— 

*'  That  income  in  the  absence  of  other  means 
>f  ascertaining  the  income,  being  taken  to  be 
he  income  actually  received  during  the  pre-  j 
eding  year"  -  i 

urould  be  very  unfair  to  the  old  | 
nen  earning  a  few  shillings  a  week.  ! 
Obviously  the  power  to  earn  income  | 
iecreased  very  rapidly  after  seventy,  j 
ind  if  an  old  man  was  earning  9s.  or  | 
LOb.  a  week  in  1908,  he  could  not  reason- 
bUy  be  eiaqpeGted  to  earn  as  much  in 
ISM.    Hm   peoii        committee    under 


this  clause  would  have  to  take  it  that 
he  would  be  able  to  earn  that  income 
in  the  succeeding  year.  He  invited  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  compare 
the  respective  positions  of  an  old  man 
of  seventy,  possessing  a  house  worth 
£200,  bringing  in  6s.  a  week,  and  an  old 
man  of  seventy  earning  lis.  a  week. 
The  latter  would  receive  3s.  under  the 
jsliding  scale,  whereas  the  owner  of  the 
house  would  receive  5s.  a  week.  There- 
fore the  property  owner  would  be  in  a 
superior  position  as  compared  with  the 
man  earning  his  income.  The  object 
of  this  measure  was  to  have  regard  to 
the  past  services  of  a  man  to  the  com- 
munity. The  man  earning  his  income 
was  still  performing  services  to  the 
community,  and  he  ought  to  receive  his 
pension  over  and  above  any  amount  he 
might  be  earning.  That  man  ought  to 
receive  the  Ss.  a  week,  quite  apart  from 
the  10s.  or  lis.  he  received  as  wages. 
He  would  be  quite  willing  to  accept 
some  definition  of  "  unearned,"  although 
that  had  not  been  considered  necessary 
in  the  case  of  the  income-tax.  He  was 
also  willing  to  accept  a  limitation  as  to 
the  incomes  of  those  to  whom  this  par- 
ticular provision  should  apply.  As  an 
alternative  he  suggested  that  instead  of 
saying  "  the  unearned  income "  they 
should  say  "  the  income  in  the  form  of 
rent  or  interest  which  that  person  may 
reasonably  expert  to  receive." 

Amendment  proposed — 

'"  In  page  3,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  the,*  to 
insert  the  word  *  unearned.'  " — {Mr,  Ohiona 
Money,) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  unearned  '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  ob- 
viously it  was  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
rather  complained  that  it  had  been 
moved  without  any  estimate  being 
given  as  to  what  it  would  cost. 
He  thought  the  Grovemment  was 
entitled  to  ask  hon.  Members  who  moved 
Amendments  of  this  sort  what,  in  their 
judgment,  would  be  the  cost,  because 
if  they  did  not  give  that  information 
the  Committee  was  not  in  possession 
of  all  the  case.  He  wondered  whether 
the  hon.  Member  had  the  slightest  idea 
of  what  it  would  cost  to  accept  this 
Amendment  without  any  limitation. 

*Me.  CHIOZZA  money  said  he  had 
stated  most  clearly  that  he  was  quite 
willing  to  limit  it. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  had  to 
consider  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  might  receive 
a  pension  of  5s.  a  week,  or  the  Attorney- 
General,  so  long  as  they  spent  all  their 
earnmgs.  A  man  in  business  might  bo 
earning  as  much  at  seventy  years  of 
age  as  at  fifty,  because  his  business 
might  have  developed.  A  workman, 
if  he  worked  hard  and  broke  down  in 
health  after  managing  to  save  enough 
money  to  build  a  house,  was  to 
be    penalised    under    the    Amendment.  |  Bill  were  passed  in  its  present  shape  eray 


who  had  in  the  past  year  been  able  to  etn 

a  few  shillings  a  week,  and  had  secnied 

an  average  wage  during  the  year  of  8b. 

a  week.     The  continuance  of  that  wonU 

be  dependent  upon  the  goodwill  of  an 

employer,   because    such    wages   would 

probably  be  paid,  not  merely  for  present 

services,  but  in  recognition  of  a  long  We 

I  spent  on  an  estate  or  an  old  connection 

I  with  the  works.    Consequently  such  an 

I  income    would    be     largely    dependent 

I  upon   the  continued    existence   of  Ae 

I  person    from    whom    it    was    leoeiyed 

I  and    also    upon    the    continued    good 

health    of    the    recipient.      The    hon. 

Member  would  avoid  any  difficulty  by 

excluding  that  case  altogether. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  nid 

he  wished  to  point  out  a  serious  difficnUy 
that  would  arise  if  the  Amendment  weie 
not  accepted.  Supposing  an  old  man  of 
sixty-nine  was  earning  wages  amounting 
to  a  few  pence  less  than  l(k.  Instead  of 
continuing  to  work  that  man  under  tluB 
Bill  would  deliberately  give  up  his  job 
in  order  that  on  reaching  seventy  he 
should  not  have  an  income  of  lOs.  a  week, 
whereas  if  the  word  "  unearned "  were 
inserted  he  would  go  on  earning  that 
money.  It  was  very  desirable  that  he 
should  be  encouraged  to  do  that,  and  be 
allowed  to  continue  to  receive  his  pennon. 
Why  should  such  an  Amendment  not 
be  considered  on  the  ground  that  the 
cost  had  not  been  worked  out  ?    U  the 


That  was  so  unfair  that  he  did  not  think 
it  was  necessary  to  dwell  any  further 
upon  it.  Again,  the  Amendment  would 
not  only  add  at  least  another  £750,000 
to  the  cost  of  the  Act,  but  it  would  be 
chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  well-to-do. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  would  confine 


person  approaching  seventy  years  of  age 
would  immediately  give  up  any  little 
occupation  he  might  be  carrying  on  and 
in  which  he  was  earning  a  few  shillings  a 
week,  and  society  generally  would  be  all 
the  poorer  for  the  loss  of  that  usefol 
labour    which    old    people    should   be 


the  Bill  to  the  more  destitute  instead  i  encouraged  to  perform.    Hethou^tthey 
of  to  those  who  were  better  off.  j  should  have  had  more  encouragement 

from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
If  the  Amendment  had  been  accepted,  it 
would  have  been  made  clear  that  if  a 
man  in  the  country  was  earning  half-a- 
crown  a  week  as  a  scarecrow,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort— [Laughter].  Then 
were  people  in  society  who  were  not 
earning  half-a-crown  a  week,  and  he 
thought  the  Committee  might  have  some 
respect  for  the  old  man  who  was  eaxning 
haif-a-crown  a  week  in  a  humble  oocnpa* 
tion  of  that  kind.    Why  should  he  be 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 

agreed  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
accept  an  Amendment  of  this  kind. 
The  hon.  Member  who  moved  it,  however, 
had  called  attention  to  a  very  real 
difficulty,  and  had  he  confined  his  ob- 
servations to  that  point  h^s  case  would 
have  been  a  good  aeal  stronger.  As  an 
illustration,  the  hon.  Member  inquired 
how  a  pension  authority  would  calculate 
imder  this  Bill  the  income  of  an  old  man 
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pEecluded  from  receiving  a  pension,  and 
liiAxeby  penalised  because  he  was  doing 
m  Kttle  work  ?  If  the  Amendment  was 
pressed  to  a  division,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.)  moved 
to   amend    subsection   (a)   by  inserting 
after  "  the  income  which  that  person  may 
reasonably  expect  to  receive    the  words 
"as  of  right."   The  first  difficulty  he  had 
in  his  mind  was  that  in  the  case  of  a 
man  who  was  receiving  10s.  or  12s.  a 
week  as  a  pension,  or  from  other  sources. 
Unless  some  such  words  as  he  proposed 
were    inserted — he    was   not   sure   that 
the   words  he  proposed  were  the   best 
for   the   purpose — the   result   would   be 
that  the  State  would  be  making  a  present 
to  the  employer  of  the  difference  between 
lOs.  or  12s.  a  week  and  8s.  a  week.     If  a 
man  was  receiving  12s.  a  week  before 
iiiis   scheme   came   into   operation,   his 
total    income    under    the    sliding    scale 
would   be    13s.     That   was   clear   from 
the  sliding  scale,  and  unless  they  made 
an  Amendment  of  this  kind  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  would  be  the  interest  of 
all  those   people,   whoever   they   were, 
whether  employers  of  labour  or  charitable 
agencies,  to  reduce  the  payments  to  8s., 
80   that   their  pensioners   would   be   in 
precisely    the    same    position    as    now. 
That  was  a   difficulty   which  must   be 
met    in    one    way    or    another.     There 
was    another    difficulty    if    this    clause 
remained  as  it  was.     So  far  as  he  could 
see  the  unhappy  pensioner  would  have 
to  bring  into  account  every  little  present 
he  received.     If  he  got  10s.  as  a  Christmas 
box    that    would    have    to^  come    into 
the  account ;    and,  if  he  was  allowed 
a  little  tea  and  sugar  by  an  old  em- 
ployer, that  also  would  have  to  come 
into    the   account.     He    did   not   think 
the  framers  of  the  clause  had  any  idea 
of  the  stringency  of  its  terms.     Every 
conceivable    thing    was    brought    into 
account  by  the  Bill.     He  was  not  ex- 
aggerating,   as    hon.    Members    would 
find  if  they  turned  to  the  Bill.     Sub- 
section (a),  which  they  were  discussing 
at    present,    merely    dealt    with    cash, 
and  it  would  bring  in  the  Christmas- 
box.     Subsection  (6) — . 

••  The  yearly  value  of  any  advantage  accruing 
U>  that  person  from  the  use  or  enjoyment  of 


any  property  belonging  to  him  which  was 
personally  used  or  enjoyed  by  him.'*  — 

would  hi^  the  person  who  was  living  in 
a  house  of  his  own.      Subsection  (c) — 

"  The  yearly  income  which  might  be  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  any  property  belong- 
ing to  that  person  which,  though  capable  of 
investment  or  profitable  use,  is  not  so  invested 
or  profitably  used  by  him'* — 

meant  that  if  he  had  £5  in  a  stocking, 
it  would  have  to  be  brought  into  the 
account.     Subsection   (d) — 

"  The  yearly  value  of  any  benefit  or  privilege 
enjoyed  by  that  person" — 

would  include  tea,  sugar  and  milk. 
That  was  a  very  severe  clause  indeed, 
and  he  suggested  that  the  Government 
must  do  something  to  limit  it,  otherwise 
'  if  the  unhappy  pensioner  did  not  make 
a  return  of  all  these  things,  he  would 
come  under  the  penalties  of  the  Act, 
which  were  very  severe.  Clause  9  pro- 
vided that  any  person  who,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  an  old-age  pension, 
made  a  false  statement  or  a  false  repre- 
sentation would  be  liable  on  conviction 
to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
six  months,  with  hard  labour.  He  did 
not  believe  the  Government  intended 
that,  but  at  the  same  time  that  was 
the  proposal  of  the  Bill.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  7,  after  the  word  •receive,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  as  of  right.'  " — (Lord 
R.  Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  *'Thattho83  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  was 
perfectly  clear  from  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  that  this  Amendment  was 
not  at  all  relevant  to  subsection  (a), 
but  to  the  subsections  which  came 
later  in  the  clause.  The  noble  Lord's 
criticism  was  not  directed  to  the  sub- 
section with  which  they  were  now  dealing 
as  to  income,  but  to  the  subsections 
dealing  with  benefits  and  privileges. 
If  that  was  the  case,  the  Amendment 
ought  to  be  moved  at  a  later  stage. 
He  could  not  follow  the  noble  Lord  in 
his  criticism  of  the  later  subsections. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  a  convenient 
method  to  discuss  subsection  (6)  when 
dealing  with  an  Amendment  to  sub- 
section (a).     If  they  did  so  they  would 
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get  into  such  a  state  that  it  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  get  on  with 
business.  They  would  be  able  to  discuss 
the  whole  matter  if  they  would  only  discuss 
it  a  little  more  concisely.  He  thought  the 
Committee  could  have  discussed  the  whole 
of  this  clause  in  the  seven  or  eight  hours 
they  had  at  their  disposal.  He  agreed 
that  the  pointe  raised  by  the  noble  Lord 
would  have  to  be  discussed,  and  he 
would  give  explanations  when  the  later 
subsections  came  on.  There  were  only 
two  or  three  points  of  substance  in  the 
clause,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
noble  Lord  and  of  hon.  and  right  lion. 
Gentlemen  they  were  fair  matters  for 
clearing  up,  but  if  he  started  to  clear  up 
subsections  (6),  (c),  and  {d)y  before  they 
disposed  of  subsection   (o) 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :  What  about  Christ- 
mas boxes  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  That  is  10s. 
in  cash,  and  I  do  not  agree  that  that  comes 
under  subsection  (a).  As  a  matter  of 
fact  it  would  not  come  under  subsection 
(6)  either. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  It  would  come 
under  8u})section  (a). 

Mr.  LI.OYD-GEORGE  said  it  would 
not  in  his  opinion.  If  a  man  made  his  in- 
come from  tips,  he  would  include  that.  But 
that  was  a  matter  for  discussion.  There 
were  some  who  were  really  paid  in  tips. 
There  were  waiters  who  were  supposed 
to  pay  for  being  allowed  to  enter  certain 
restaurants,  Inscause  they  looked  to  the 
tips  for  their  income.  All  that  sort  of 
thing  had  to  be  considered  by  the  pension 
officer  and  the  pension  committee.  That 
was  why  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
possible to  deal  with  every  specific  case 
in  a  clause  of  this  kind.  These  matters 
would  have  to  be  left — he  w^ould  not  say 
to  the  discretion  of  the  officer,  but  to  the 
consideration  of  the  officer,  and  th.it  was 
why  he  could  not  accept  the  words  of  the 
Amendment.  He  had  taken  the  trouble 
that  morning  to  take  four  or  five  of  the 
earlier  Amendments  on  the  Paper  and  to 
count  what  the  additional  cost  would 
bo  if  they  were  carried.  He  thought 
the  Committee  would  be  interested  tx) 
know 

Mr.  Lloyd-George, 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Tk 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  proceeding 
to  refer  to  other  Amendments.  Is  thU 
in  order  ? 

'('The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  think  the  rig)it 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  very  wdl 
advised  not  to  give  these  figores,  becsue 
it  is  exactly  that  kind  of  informstkm 
which  widens  the  area  of  discussion  and 
makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  keep  it 
within  proper  limits. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  his  poi&t 
was  this.  The  difficulty  of  the  dun- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  to  find  tiie 
money.  When  he  was  confronted  witk 
these  Amendments  which  involved  iddi- 
tional  cost  he  was  bound  to  point  out  to 
the  Committee,  subject  to  the  Chainnss's 
ruling,  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  wbt 
all  these  accumulated  additions  wooU 
amount  to,  but  it  was  certain  that  tkr 
would  amount  to  such  a  preposteioni 
sum  that  it  would  be  quite  impoinbk 
for  any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
fa<'e  the  task  of  fiuiling  the  monof. 
He  would  deal  with  the  later  Amond- 
ments  when  they  came  to  them.  Ik 
first  Amendment  would  have  demand- 
ed £750,000 ;  and  here  was  anotliK 
amendment  by  the  noble  Lord  whick 
asked  for  £500,000  to  meet  the  c«ie  of 
some  40,000  persons — not  very  poor 
persons  at  that — who  were  receiving  Vk 
or  lis.  a  week  pensions  as  old  labomon 
on  estates.  The  Committee  would  m 
that  these  two  Amendments,  whtt 
involved  an  additional  £1,250,000  to 
the  charge  on  the  Exchequer,  ven 
moved  not  even  with  any  confidonco, 
because*  as ^ his  hon.  friend  the  HemlNi 
for  PaddingtoD  said :  "  Any  other  loii  of 
words  wouhl  do ;  it  is'  not  the  wordi  I 
ask  the  Committee  to  adopt.''  The  luHi 
Lord  asked  the  same  thing :  "  I  do  not 
think  these  words  are  very  weD  op- 
pressed ;  the  Government  may  tdi 
another  form  of  words."  But  whoa  i 
was  ])roposed  to  add  an  additioBil 
£1/250,(K)0  to  the  national  oxpenditini 
hon.  Members  ought  to  be  a  little  mon 
careful.  These  wore  the  kind  of  ditv^ 
backs  to  such  Amendments;  they  woit 
on  by  stages  at  something  like  fHNMlOO 
per  Amendment.  It  was  imponiUo  kr 
the  (irovcrnment  to  accept  the 
ment. 
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'  Mr,  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon) 
■aid  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  it  was  extremely  incon- 
venient to  diacuss  the  Bill  in  Committee 
under  the  existing  methods.  But  whose 
fault  was  th'it  ?  It  was  certainly  not  the 
fault  of  those  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  the 
course  taken  by  hon.  Grentlemen  in  mov- 
ing Amendments  by  which  they  could 
make  their  voic-es  heard  on  a  subject  of 
special  and  particular  interest  to  them,  or, 
it  might  1)0,  on  subjects  differing  from  that 
dealt  with  by  his  noble  friend  wlych  would 
cause  great  hardship  and  cruelty  to 
many  people  in  the  country.  Hon. 
Members  ought  not  to  be  condemned  for 
so   doing,  because   that    was   the    only 

Ksible  chance  they  had  of  getting  a 
ring  at  all  in  defence  of  these  poor 
people.  If  there  was  any  trouble  at  all 
in  this  matter  it  arose  from  the  course  the 
Government  decided  to  take  from  the 
first  and  before  they  had  even  seen  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  would  remind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  that  is  not 

Srmane  to  the  Amendment  before  the 
mmittee.     It  is  out  of  order  to  question 
the  decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  was  not  referring 
to  the  action  of  the  House,  but  to  the 
action  of  the  Government. 

*The  (^HAIRMAN:  That  is  the  old 
excuse.  The  House  has  passed  the 
Resolution,  and  it  is  not  competent  for 
the  Committee  to  reflect  on  it. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  challenged  the 
procedure  of  hon.  Members  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  he  thought  he  was  within 
his  right  in  defending  them  against  the 
charge  made  against  them.  He  did  not 
intend  to  discuss  this  particular  Amend- 
ment on  that  occasion.  As  to  the 
estimates  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  this  and 
further  Amendments 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  did  not 
refer  to  further  Amendments. 

'   Mr.  CHAPLIN:     Well,  in  regard  to 
the  Amendment   they  were   discussing 


now.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
found  himself  in  difficulty  because 
Amendments  were  moved  entailing 
further  cost  on  the  Treasury  and 
further  provision  to  be  made  by  the 
Government,  again  who  was  to  blame  ? 
Not  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  Their  complaint  had  been  from 
the  outset  that  the  Bill  had  not  been 
thought  out  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 
If  it  had  been,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  foreseen  the  necessity  of 
making  provision  for  these  cases  of  hard- 
ship about  which  great  complaints  were 
made.  The  justice  of  his  observation  had 
been  proved  over  and  over  again,  because 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  way. 
and  willingly  given  way,  to  them  in  the 
course  of  the  debates. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  he  had  abstained  from 
taking  part  in  these  discussions,  for  he 
felt  that  no  legal  right  was  given  imder 
the  Bill  at  all  at  present  and  therefore 
the  discussions  were  merely  of  words. 
The  pension  was  to  be  given  by  means 
of  a  relieving  officer  or  pensions  com- 
mittee, just  as  poor  relief  was  now  given 
by  the  boards  of  guardians ;  therefore 
the  discussions  on  legal  points  were 
perfectly  out  of  place.  But  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  his  noble  friend  raised 
a  most  important  point — looked  at  from 
the  point  of  view  of  this  very  extra- 
ordinary section  about  ascertaining  a 
man's  income  and  the  concrete  instance 
given  by  the  noble  Lord.  Supposing  by 
some  sort  of  fortune  or  good  luck  a  man 
had  a  legacy  left  him  in  one  year  of,  say, 
£25,  or  that  he  happened  to  have  had  a 
benefactor,  or  a  friendly  old  employer, 
who  had  given  him  a  dole  of  £20 
or  £30;  if  the  benefactor  died  and 
it  w^as  well  known  that  that  man 
would  never  again  receive  a  legacy  or 
dole,  under  this  extraordinarily  drawn 
scheme  that  man  would  be  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  the  pension,  because 
they  would  be  bound  to  take  his  income 
as  the  exact  amount  of  money  actually 
received  during  the  preceding  year. 
Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  have  meant  that.  That  was  not 
merely  a  legal  technicality ;  the  point 
went  to  the  root  of  the  meaning  of  the 
section.  Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  mean  that  any  absolutely 
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voluntary  payiuent  made  to  a  man 
duriiiji  tlie  year  1908  would  exclude  that 
man  from  receiving  a  pension  in  1909. 
If  that  was  not  meant,  theii  the  words 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  must  be 
inserted  in  this  line,  and  also  in  line  11. 
He  gathered  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's shaking  his  head  that  that  was  not, 
in  his  view,  the  meaning  of  the  section, 
but  he  pressed  to  have  some  words  put 
in  to  make  it  clear  that  any  voluntary 
payment  made  during  the  year  would 
not  prevent  a  man  getting  his  pension 
in  the  following  year. 

The  ATTORNEYGENERAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  he  thought 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  not  given 
his  usually  vigilant  care  and  attention 
to  the  section  under  review.  He  agreed 
that  "  income  "  was  a  very  vague  word. 
It  occurred  in  many  statutes  for  different 
objects.  It  had  received  a  rather  differ- 
ent scope  in  such  statutes  as  the  Insolvent 
Debtors  Act  and  other  Acts,  where  "  in- 
come "  had  to  be  construed  in  each  case 
according  to  the  general  purpose  of  the 
statute.  "  Income  "  under  the  Income 
Tax  Act  would  not  cover  voluntary 
payments  unless  they  were  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  clergyman's  Easter  offerings 
or  a  waiter's  tips.  In  each  particular 
case  it  was  left  to  the  assessor  to  say 
what  was  the  character  of  a  particular 
payment  which  was  to  be  treated  as 
income.  In  this  case  they  could  not  give 
a  perfectly  precise  and  accurate  definition 
of  the  word.  All  that  they  could  do  was 
to  define  the  tribunal,  and  to  say  that 
in  this  case  they  were  going  to  have  a 
particular  person,  the  pension  officer, 
who  was  to  be  entrusted  with  a  wide 
discretion  governed  by  the  general  mean- 
ing of  the  clause.  What  was  the  general 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  so  far  as  the 
Amendment  was  (concerned  ?  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  voluntary 
payments  which  might  be  made  in  one 
year  and  next  year  be  taken  as  part  of 
the  income  ;  but  if  one  looked  at  the 
clause  as  it  was  they  would  arrive 
at  substantial  agroemont  that  where 
there  was  a  legacy  it  would  not  be  treated 
as  income.  There  were  undoubtedly 
some  cases  In  which  it  might  be  argued 
that  a  voluntary  payment  should  be 
treated  as  income — "  the  income  which 
a    person    might   reasonably    expect    to 

Mr,  Rawlinson. 


receive."  That  again  covered  some  of 
the  can3R  mentioned  by  the  noble  I^»id. 
As  to  the  cane  of  a  mere  casual  tip, 
that  would  not  necessarily  enter  into  the 
anticipated  income  for  the  succeeding 
year. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  agieed  thit 
he  was  putting  the  case  of  a  casual  gift 
As  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knew, 
there  were  a  large  number  of  cases  where 
it  was  the  custom  to  give  a  small  sum 
regularly  at  Christmas. 

Sir  W.^OBSON  said  that  mattenof 
that  kind,  having  regard  to  the  com- 
plexity of  himian  relations,  could  not 
be  dealt  with  to  a  degree  tf 
precision.  They  should  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  pension  o£Bcer. 
Then  by  steps  and  stages  they  arrived  tt 
the  income  which  might  reasonably  be 
expected  next  year.  A  mode  of  a8ee^ 
taining  the  income  in  the  absence  of  otker 
means  would  be  by  taking  the  amount  of 
the  previous  year,  and  if  he  as  Eiriie 
officer  had  to  construe  the  section  ke 
would  exclude  voluntary  gifts  unlea 
there  was  reasonable  likelihood  of  tUr 
recurring.  Absolute  uniformity  could 
not  be  obtained  or  provided  for.  In  ike 
succeeding  subsections  property  wu 
dealt  with,  and  in  the  last  the  yetiiT 
value  of  any  benefit  or  privilege,  sod 
there  was  quite  enough  to  indicate  to  tke 
pension  officer  the  way  in  which  ke 
should  set  about  ascertaining  income 
apart  from  voluntary  and  casual  pay- 
ments. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  uid 
there  could  not  be  a  greater  contrast  tku 
between  the  speech  they  had  just  hesidul 
that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqw. 
The  Committee  was  indebted  to  tki 
Attorney-General  for  arguing  upon  tb 
different  sections  which  the  Chancelloioi 
the  Exchequer  had  waived  aside  with  n 
obiter  dictum  as  irrelevant,  and,  indeed 
suggesting  that  his  noble  friend  had  intio- 
duced  them  into  the  discussion  for  tb 
purpose  of  wasting  time. 

Mr.  LLOYD-OEORGE  denied  tbt 
he  had  said  so. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  nid 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman»  with 
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»f  iiritation,  had  said  there  would  be 
of  time  to  discuss  this  point  if 
[embers  did  not  waste  time  by  dis- 
;  subsections  which  were  not 
it.  The  Attorney- General  invited 
mmittee  to  look  at  subsections  (6), 
I  {d).  He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of 
ohequer  before  administering  unde- 
rebukes  would  consult  the  Attor- 
meral  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Bill 
.  in  charge.  He  desired  to  call  the 
on  of  the  Attorney-General  to  the 
of  his  arguments  on  a  largo  class 
efactions  enjoyed  by  people  who 
expect  to  benefit  under  the  Bill, 
preed  with  the  Attorney-General 
was  impossible  to  meet  every  case 
kct  defimtion,  but  there  should  be 
L  guiding  principles  showing  a  clear 
:  what  was  intended.  It  was  quite 
lat  the  Excise  officer  was  subject 
control  of  the  President  of  the 
Government  Board,  and  that  that 
[nan  in  turn  was  subject  to  the 
I  of  Parliament,  but  it  would 
ily  be  undesirable  to  have  an  annual 
don  on  the  reduction  of  the  salary 
)  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
>n  of  the  exact  interpretation 
he  had  or  should  have  put  on 
ords  of  the  Act.  Should  there 
ken  into  account  for  estimate 
ome  such  doles  or  gifts  as  were 
by  charitable  institutions  or  in- 
als  ?  It  was  probable  that  an  old 
would  receive  gifts  for  suc- 
)  years  to  which  he  had  no  right, 
»r  which  he  could  make  no  claim. 
[  not  quite  know  the  attitude  of  the 
iment  on  this  point.  The  Attor- 
meral,  speaking  of  a  casual  gift. 


others  money  grants  and  doles  at  certain 
stated  intervals  in  the  year.  It  was 
probable  that  the  persons  who  received 
those  gifts  last  year  would  receive  them 
this  year,  and  as  long  as  they  lived.  The 
probability  being  admitted,  ought  those 
charitable  gifts  from  those  charitable 
funds  and  benefactions  from  private  in- 
dividuals to  be  taken  into  account? 
Surely  they  ought  to  be  in  addition  to  and 
not  in  subvention  of  anything  the  State 
might  give.  It  was  quite  clear  that 
there  were  cases  in  which  such  societies 
as  he  spoke  of  would  desire  to  supple- 
ment the  allowance  given  by  the  State. 
If  such  subventions  brought  the  man 
within  the  limits  of  the  sliding  scale,  were 
they  at  once  to  reduce  the  pension  1 
They  certainly  ought  not.  The  case  in 
favour  of  not  reducing  the  pension  in  the 
case  of  private  benefactions  was  even 
greater.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
though  people  might  continue  to  make 
these  charitable  grants  after  the  pension 
was  given,  they  certainly  would  not 
do  so  if  the  only  result  was  to  relieve  the 
Exchequer.  Even  if  those  gifts  were 
taken  into  account  there  would  not  be 
the  escape  from  the  additional  expendi- 
ture of  £500,000  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred,  because  people 
would  cease  to  make  gifts  if  they 
were  made  the  grounds  of  reducing  or 
refusing  a  pension.  He  should  certainly 
support  the  Amendment. 


Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  said 
there  was  an  extraordinary  contrast 
between  the  speech  of  the  Attorney- 
Greneral  and  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
Government  a  couple  of  days  before, 
s  a  Christmas-box,  said  he  should  j  The  Attorney-Greneral  gave  as  a  reason 
mself  take  into  account  anything  I  for  rejecting  the  Amendment  that  all 
there  was  .a  reasonable  likelihood  these  matters  must  be  left  to  the  pension 
same  thing  occurring  in  the  sub-  j  committee,  and  in  their  discretion  they 
it  year.  That  was  clear  under  the  |  must  decide  what  an  income  was.  As 
of  the  Bill.  But  ought  it  to  be  j  the  Government  had  adopted  a  sliding 
into  account  if  there  was  a  reason-  scale,  that  meant  that  the  committee 
ikelihood  of  its  occurring.  Ought  |  was  to  decide  what  pension  a  person  was 
3  take  into  account  charitable  gifts,  I  to  have.  A  couple  of  days  ago  an  Amend- 
from  individuals,  friendly  societies,  |  ment  was  proposed  to  give  discretion 
ed  charities,  or  any  source  of  that '  to  the  committee,  an  Amendment  which 

he  supported  on  grounds  of  humanity. 
The  Government  refused  to  accept  that 
because  they  said  no  discretion  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  pension  committee  ;  but 
now,  according  to  the  Attorney-General, 
Y 


In    his  opinion  they  ought  not. 

them      suppose     that      at      the 

t     time     there     was     a     charity 

gave      an     old-age      pension. 

societies  did   give  pensions,  and 
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everything  was  to  be  left  to  the  pension 
committee.  That  seemed  a  very  im- 
portant admission.  They  now  knew 
the  mind  of  the  Government.  These 
pensions  were  not  to  be  given  as  a  right, 
and  they  were  only  charitable  pensions 
to  be  given  by  pension  committees 
instead  of  boards  of  guardians. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  said  that  the  formidableness 
of  this  proposal  could  be  measured  by 
the  fact  that  it  would  involve  £500,(K)() 
a  year.  He  did  not  think  that  they 
could  escape  that  £500,000  a  year. 
Instead  of  allowing  the  House  to  decide 
whether  that  £500,000  a  year  should  be 
placed  on  the  backs  of  the  taxpayers, 
they  were  going  to  leave  it  to  the  chance 
selection  of  pension  committees  and 
pension  officers,  with  the  prospect,  as 
the  Attorney -General  had  reminded  them, 
that  was  experienced  in  the  case  of  the 
clergyman's  Easter  offering,  which,  like 
a  shuttlecock,  passed  between  the 
Court  of  first  instance  and  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  eventually  was  decided  on 
a  final  appeal  to  the  highest  Court  of  the 
Empire.  The  Attorney-General  might 
revel  in  that  prospect,  but  the  humble 
pensioner  would  not  regard  it  with  the 
same  delight,  because  what  he  required 
was  a  scientific  way  of  deciding  the 
question.  These  varying  payments  took 
the  form  of  cash  payments,  and  it 
would  have  to  be  settled  some  time  or 
other  how  they  were  to  be  dealt  with  ; 
but  if  they  did  not  decide  how  they 
were  to  be  dealt  with  for  the  purpose  of 
calculating  pensions,  they  would  not  only 
be  throwing  the  duties  of  that  House  on 
to  the  shouldors  of  irrespojisible  sub- 
ordii.ato  officers,  but  they  would  be 
goii  t];  further  and  putting  power  in  the 
hauls  of  the  (l(.>n.ors  of  these  merely 
revoca])Ie  and  precarious  payments  to 
place  this  burden  on  the  Exchequer. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  make  up  its 
inii  (1  to  settle  this  (piestioii  once  for  all. 

Lord  WILLOUGHBY  DE  ERESBY 

(Lincolnshire,  Homcastle)  said  the  clause 
as  it  stood  would  give  an  infinity  of  trouble, 
and  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  injustice  when 
the  Imperial  officer  came  to  attend  to 
the  matter.  He  could  not  understand 
Mr.  Harold  Cox, 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  ht 
said  the  Amendment  would  add  40,OO(^ 
people  to  the  pension  list.  He  could  not 
conceive  that  there  would  be  any  poor 
persons  at  all  in  the  country  over  seTentj 
years  of  age  whose  income  would  bi 
over  7s.  or  Ss.,  and  then  they  were  to 
get  4s.  or  5s.,  as  a  graduated  scale  had 
been  adopted.  His  belief  was  that  tbe 
working  of  the  Act  in  country  distneti 
would  show  that  everyone's  hand  vooU 
be  against  the  Imperial  officer  of  tbe 
pension  committee,  and  that  eveiyoDe 
would  be  in  league  to  defeat  the  Ex- 
chequer. They  could  picture  an  oU 
man  of  seventy,  probably  very  haid  of 
hearing,  and  not  having  the  benefit  of  a 
very  good  board  school  education,  sodi 
as  was  now  given,  being  called  before  tk» 
Imperial  officer,  or  pension  committee^ 
to  make  out  what  his  income  was  Uit 
year,  and  what  his  income  might  reason* 
ably  be  expected  to  be  next  year.  Would 
he  remember  the  few  extra  days  he  liad 
been  employed  threshing,  or  the  time 
when  he  went  out  with  a  battue  ?  It 
would  not  be  to  the  old  man's  interest  t9 
remind  the  authorities  of  the  facts,  and 
how  were  they  or  the  Imperial  officer  to 
find  out  ?  When  they  came  to  tlie 
question  of  the  Poor  Law  the  whole 
question  was  absolutely  different.  Tie 
great<?r  number  of  the  guardians  vren 
fairly  large  ratepayers,  and  it  was  in 
their  interests,  when  a  man  applied  for 
relief,  to  find  out  all  about  him,  to  see 
whether  he  was  really  destitute,  so  tlut 
they  might  not  spend  the  ratepayen* 
money  wrongly.  But  in  this  case  etwy 
man  who  came  before  the  pensMA 
authorities  would  have  his  hand  against 
them  ;  every  hand  in  the  district  wouli 
be  against  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. Certainly  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts the  number  of  people  with  incomes 
of  8s.  <>d.  or  98.  would  be  ni7,  and  they 
would  find  plenty  with  incomes  of  Ts.  6d- 
of  8s.  in  order  to  get  the  58.  He  oooU 
not  conceive  how  they  were  to  arrive  at 
the  amount  of  a  poor  old  man^s  income 
when  he  was  called  up  to  give  evideaer 
of  what  money  he  had  earned.  He 
might  have  forgotten  that  he  had  bee» 
employed  two  or  three  months  in  tiiB 
year  previous,  and  the  end  of  it  would  bt  j 
that  the  old  man  would  have  given  • 
false  return,  for  which  he  would  be  littk 
to  six  months   imprisonment^  sdthoil^ 
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it  was  perfectly  certain  that  no  magis- 1  ment  themselves  could  not  explain  it. 
fcrate  and  no  jury  would  convict.  He  I  It  was  left  to  the  Opposition  to  make 
ooold  not  conceive  that  the  Government  i  the  Bill  workable,  and  when  they  did 
had  given  proper  attention  to  the  sub-  I  their  best  to  correct  mistakes  in  drafting 
[ect,   and  he  would  be  surprised  if  the    they  were  told  that  they  were  wasting 


Imperial  officer  was  able  to  decide  points 
in  dispute  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties — ^the  old  man  of  seventy  and  the 
Eepresentative  of  the  taxpayers. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.)  said  that 
kbia  point  was  of  such  importance  that 
diey  would  like  to  have  the  view  of 
die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  it. 
[n  Ireland  a  large  section  of  the  popula- 
fcion  were  assisted  by  their  friends  in 
America.  In  some  cases  they  sent  a 
lew  pounds,  perhaps  £5,  and  the  re- 
mittances came  fitfully.  Under  this 
■clieme  it  would  be  difficult  to  arrive 
ftt     an     understanding     of    what    the 

Bnsion  officers  were  to  do  in  the  matter, 
le  Attorney  -  General  had  said  that 
sach  a  sum  as  £5  coming  to  a  person  in 
Ireland  from  America  would  not  be 
taken  into  account  as  part  of  the  income. 
BE  that  was  the  view  of  the  Attomey- 
Gtoneral,  he  thought  it  was  necessary 
Hiat  the  Grovemment  should  put  some- 
Uiing  to  that  effect  in  the  Bill.  Some- 
times as  much  as  £100  was  sent  from 
America  to  poor  families  in  Ireland,  and, 
according  to  a  later  subsection  of  this 
dause,  if  it  was  to  be  read  literally,  the 
sum  which  was  received  last  year  as 
income  was  to  be  taken  as  foreshadowing 
what  the  income  would  be  next  year. 
Of  course,  the  pensioner  would  then  be 
mrecluded  from  receiving  his  pension. 
The  man  who  received  the  £100  might 
invest  it  in  securities  at  home,  and  if 
lie  received  only  3  per  cent,  it  would 
be  classed  as  income  and  he  would  be 
precluded  from  receiving  the  pension 
in  the  succeeding  year.  He  thought 
the  Government  ought  to  face  the  pro- 
blem of  charitable  contributions  and  be 
done  with  it.  Were  they  to  pass  this 
dause  ^-ithout  any  definition  whatever, 
or  were  they  to  accept  an  Amendment 
wich  as  was  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord, 
who  wished  to  put  in  the  words  *'  as 
of  right,"  which  at  all  events  would  do 
•omething  to  place  a  limitation  as  to 
what  a  person's  income  was?  This 
tubsection,  like  many  other  parts  of 
the  Bill,  was  a  mystery.  It  had  been 
Bo  humedly  drafted  that  the  Govem- 


the  time  of  the  House.  He  thought 
that  if  they  wanted  to  pass  this  sub- 
section the  words  suggested  by  his  noble 
friend  ought  to  be  inserted. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  was  afraid 
that  he  could  not  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  noble  friend.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  had  shown  that  the 
Grovemment  were  inconsistent  in  refusing 
his  Amendment  a  day  or  two  ago,  and 
now  they  were  going  for  a  different  reason 
to  refuse  the  Amendment  of  his  noble 
friend.  He  did  not  expect  consistency  from 
the  (Jovemment,  and  he  therefore  listened 
to  the  argimients  advanced  on  each 
Amendment,  and  did  not  bother  to  con- 
sider whether  they  were  consistent  with 
what  had  been  said  previously.  He  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  argument 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 

I  unanswerable.  There  were  many  cases 
in  which  15s.,  17s.,  18s.,  or  a  £1  a  week 
was  given  to  old  servants  or  old  employees. 

i  There  was  no  legal  liability  on  the  part 
of  the  donors,  who  could  withdraw  the 
payments,  and  the  recipients  had  no  legal 
means  of  enforcing  them.     If  his  noble 

I  friend's  Amendment  were  carried,  all 
these  people  would  be  included,  and  they 
would  be  receiving  in  addition  to  15s.,  17s., 

.  18s.,  or  a  £1  a  week  another  5s.  a  week. 
That  was  a  very  serious  burden  to  place 
on  the  taxpayer,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  people  themselves  were  in  a  suffi- 
ciently necessitous  position  to  call  for 
their  having  the  extra  5s.  Take  the  case 
of  a  person  receiving  13s.  a  week.  His 
noble  friend  said  that  the  man's  income 
would  be  reduced  to  8s.  in  order  that  the 

.  balance  might  be  made  up  with  the  5s. 
paid  by  the  State.  Generally  speakings 
he  agreed  with  his  noble  friend,  but  on 
this  occasion  he  really  must  support  the 
Government.  He  found  himself  in  a 
curious  position.  He  had  voted  twice 
for  the  Government  on  the  previous  day, 
and  apparently  he  was  to  do  so  again. 
He  really  thought,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  excuse  his  saying  so, 
that  his  argument  ought  to  have  some 

I  weight  with  the  House.  They  could  not 
go  on  piling  up  these  additional  sums  of 
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Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
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Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlosbrongh) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Winfrey,  R 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master 
of  Elibank. 


♦Mr,  MILDMAY  (Devonshire,  Totnes) 
moved  to  amend  the  clause  by  excluding 
from  the  calculation  of  means  ''any 
soma  of  a  less  annual  value  than  £40 
received  in  consideration  of  previous 
•contributions  to  a  registered  friendly 
society  or  trade  union."  t.  e  said  that  some 
-time  since  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
liad  attempted  through  the  Chief  Regis- 
-toar  to  ascertain  what  were  the  views 
of  great  friendly  societies  with  regard 
to  various  points  in  connection  with 
-the  introduction  of  a  scheme  of  old- 
■Age  pensions.  The  Registrar  put  certain 
•questions  to  the  societies,  and  with 
xegard'to  tKe  bulk  of  those  questions 
ihe  societies  were  unwilling  to  commit 
their  members  in  view  of  the  divergent 
views  of  the  same.  On  one  point  only 
<lid  those  applied  to  feel  at  liberty  to 
express  a  strong  and  decided  opinion. 
On  one  point  only  were  they  absolutely 
unanimous.  They  were  agreed  as  to 
the  great  harm  which  would  result 
to  the  cause  of  thrift  if  it  were 
-enacted  that  the  receipt  of  a  weekly 
allowance  from  a  friendly  society  should 
^wholly 'or  in  part  disentitle  an  individual 
-to  the  receipt  of  a  pension,  and  very 
rightly  so,  for  how  was  it  possible  more 
-effectually  to  discourage  thrift  amongst 
the  poor  than  by  providing  that  by  their 
^cry  efforts  to  be  thrifty,  by  their  very 
fielf-denial,  exercised  probably  at  the 
cost  of  their  own  comfort,  a  poor  man 
should  penalise  himself,  should  deprive 
himself  of  the  pension  to  which  he 
would  otherwise  be  entitled  ?  The  Bill 
as  drafted  was  the  ver\'  reverse  of  an 
incentive  to  thrift.  It  penalised  thrift. 
If  the  Government  thought  fit  to  accept 
"his  Amendment,  the  Bill  would  then  give 
the  poor  every  incentive  to  thrift,  every 
incentive  to  add  by  contributing  to  a 
friendly  society  to  the  5s.  that  would 
•come  to  him  in  old  age,  and  which 
after  all  was  but  a  small  pittance. 
Allusion  had  been  frequently  made  to 
^e   case   of   New   Zealand,  where    the 


I  pension  scheme  was  already  in  exislenrc 
What  was  the  provision   in   the   New 
>  Zealand  Act  ?    It  was  as  follows — 

I      '*  Income  shall  be  deemed  to  inolude  personal 
;  earnings,  but  not  any  pa3nnent  by  way  of  siok 
allowance  or  funeral  benefit  from  any  friendly 
!  society." 

In  consequence  of  this  provision  old- 
age  pensions  had  not  prejudiced  the 
I  position  of  the  friendly  societies.  In 
I  New  Zealand  the  Manchester  Unity 
Order  of  Oddfellows  was  just  as  active 
'  as  it  was  at  home,  and  what  said  their 
[  Report  ?     It  was  to  the  effect  that — 

"  Since  the  carrying  of  an  Old-Age  Pensioa 

Act  the  operations  of  the  Manchester  Unity 

Order  of  Oddfellows  have  increased  at  a  rate 

,  of  five  times  as  great  as  in  any  other  country.** 

i  It  might  be  asked  why  thrift  through  a 
friendly  society  should  be  specially 
guarded.  Why  should  not  incUvidual 
thrift  be  guarded  in  the  same  way? 
That  criticism  had  been  made  by  those 
sitting  around  him,  but  he  held  that 
the  communal  thrift  inculcated  by  a 
friendly  society,  based  on  the  mutual 
interests  of  members,  was  entitled  to 
even  more  consideration  than  the  thrift 
which  was  stimulated  solely  by  the 
interests  of  the  individual.  And,  more- 
over, they  had  already  conceded  this 
principle  in  the  Outdoor  Relief  Friendly 
'  Societies  Act,  which  had  been  passed 
I  some  years  since,  and  by  which 
J  guardians  of  the  poor  were  enabled  to 
neglect  any  sums  up  to  5s.  received 
weekly  from  a  friendly  society. 
I  He  now  came  to  the  Amendment. 
Why  had  he  fixed  £40  as  the  limit? 
He  had  been  informed  that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  members  of  friendly 
societies  who  had  contributed  for  a 
sickness  benefit  of  over  12s.  per  week, 
receipt  of  which  would,  of  course,  debar 
them  from  a  pension.  It  might  be 
said,  why  not  lay  down  that  the  limita- 
tion of  income  should  not  take  into 
account  any  sums  received  as  sick  pay 
or  superannuation  pay  from  a  friendly 
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society  or  a  trade  union  ?      In   view, 
however,    of    their    declarations,     the 
Grovemment    would    probably    be    un- 
willing  to   go   thus   far.    They   would 
insist   upon   some   limit.      Some    trade 
imions,  he  believed,  gave  a  superannua- 
tion grant  of  10s.  to  15s.  a  week.    Fifteen 
shillings  per  week  meant  £39  per  annum, 
so  that  his   limit   of  £40   admitted    of 
the    individual    receiving    15s.    a    week 
from  a  friendly  society  without  penalisa- 
tion.   He  had  sufficiently  detained  the 
Committee.     Be     it    remembered    that 
putting  aside  trade  unions,  with  regard 
to  which  other  members  would  speak, 
the  work  of  friendly  societies  was  enor- 
mous, he  might  almost  say  wonderful. 
Their  membership  amounted  to  6,000,000 ; 
their   funds   were   £50,000,000   sterlmg ; 
the  payment  of  annual  benefits  amounted 
to  £5,000,000.    How  important  it  was 
in   the   interests,   not   only   of   friendly 
societies,    but    of    the    State    that    this 
good  work    should    not    be    hampered ! 
Still   more   important   was   it  that   the 
thrift  which  a  man  practised  to  provide 
for  himself  in  times  of  sickness  or   old 
age    should    not    be    made    the    excuse 
for  depriving    him  of  a  pension   which 
would   be  paid  to  a  less  thrifty  man. 
And  now  with  regard  to  expense.     The 
Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  had  said 
the  day  before  that  no  Amendments  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  proposed  without 
calculation  of  the  cost,  but  as  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the   Exchequer  knew,   it   was 
impossible     for    them    without    expert 
aid    to    calculate    the    cost.     But    with 
regard    to    the    expense,     speaking    for 
himself,  he  (Mr.  Mildmay)  would  rather 
see  some  reduction  in  the  general  amount 
of    pension    voted :     he    would    rather 
see  this,  distasteful  as  it  would  be  to 
him,   than    he   would   see   such  mi  just, 
such  unequal,   he   might  say  such  im- 
possible provisions  in  the   Bill  as  had 
been  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
the    day    before.     He  .was    aware    that 
the    Chancellor   of   the   Exchequer   had 
said   on   the   previous   Wednesday  that 
further  concessions  were  impossible,  but 
he  was  hoping  that  they  had  been  ponder- 
ing over  the  dictum  of  the  hon.  Member 
below    the    gangway    sitting    upon    the 
Labour    Benches,    to    the    effect    that 
consistency   was    but   a   scurvy   virtue. 
Indeed  the  Government  had  often  given 
them  cause   by  their   actions  to  think 

Mr,  Mildjnay. 


that  they  were  not  averse  to  taking 
that  view  at  times.  Seriously  the  whole 
House,  and  he  was  certain  the  whole 
country,  were  anxious  for  some  such  con- 
cessions as  were  foreshadowed  in  thb 
Amendment,  and  he  most  sinceiely 
hoped  that  the  Grovernment  would  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  acceding  to  it 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  7,  after  the  ward  *  otih,*  to 
insert  the  words  '  exclnding  any  snms  o^  *  Im 
annual  value  than  forty  pounds  receiygd  ia 
consideration  of  previons  contributioos  to  t 
registered  friendly  society,  or  trade  joaa^ 
and.'  "—(Mr.  MUdmay.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  woid» 
be  there  inserted." 

Ms.  L.  HARCOURT  said  he  would  ex- 
plain why  the  Government  could  hardly  he 
expected  to  accept  this  Amendment.  In. 
their  opinion  they  could  not  exclude  from 
the  income  test  only  those  societies  men- 
tioned in  the  Amendment.  If  they  did  lo 
they  would  be  driving  thrift  into  a  nanor 
and  specified  channel — ^he  did  not  say  it 
was  a  bad  channel — and  would  theieby 
be  discouraging  small  investments  in 
industries  of  all  kinds.  To  diBtingiririi 
income  derived  from  thrift,  or  savingi, 
or  whatever  they  liked  to  call  it,  from 
other  income  was  almost  impossible  in. 
many  cases.  He  would  give  a  zoog^ 
example.  How  were  they  to  dec& 
what  were  savings  in  the  case  of  a  min 
who  inherited  some  years  ago,  say  from 
his  father,  £150,  who  had  saved  another 
£150,  and  put  both  sums  into  a  house  or 
a  cottage,  or  an  investment  of  thii 
kind  ?  How  were  they  to  decide  hoir 
much  of  that  was  due  to  his  own  saving 
or  thrift,  and  how  much  was  due  to  whit 
he  had  inherited  from  his  father  %  Were 
they  going  to  decide  o£E-hand  that  the 
£150  which  was  inherited  was  in  nO' 
sense  savings .?  It  might  be  regarded  is^ 
savings  because  he  had  not  spent  it. 

I^In.  MILDMAY  :    That  is  outside  oi 

my  Amendment. 

Mr.  L.  HARCOURT  said  he  was  sorry 
if  he  had  wandered  outside  of  the  Amond'- 
ment.  If  the  hon.  Member's  Anioid* 
ment  was  accepted,  it  was  clear  that  other 
Amendments  must  be  x^u^d  to  extend, 
to  aU  investments.    It  was  impoanhfe 


es? 


Old-Age 


(30  June   1908} 


Pensions  Bill. 


638^ 


to  make  out  a  selected  schedule  for  this 
purpose.  It  would  have  to  be  extended 
to  building  societies  and  to  many  other 
societies  of  that  kind,  including  saving- 
banks  and  co-operative  societies,  and 
even  to  investments  in  gold  mines. 
People's  ideas  as  to  thrift  in  the  matter 
of  investments  might  vary,  and  if  this 
was  extended  to  sums  received  from 
friendly  societies  and  trade  unions,  it 
would  have  to  be  extended  to  other 
conoems  beyond  what  in  the  ordinary 
eenae  were  termed  provident  institutions. 
It  might  reasonably  take  the  form  of 
putting  money  into  the  stock-in-trade 
of  a  small  business  from  which  a  person 
earned  his  income.  A  man  might  have 
Bis  savings  invested  in  a  small  cottage,  or 
lie  might  have  put  them  into  something 
which  would  help  him  to  earn  enough 
to  live  upon.  Contributions  to  the 
aocieties  mentioned  were  taken  in  the 
Bin  as  proof  of  thrift,  where  it  was  neces- 
sary that  an  applicant  for  a  pension 
should  produce  proof  of  his  thrift ;  but 
to  exclude  those  societies  from  the 
income  test  and  not  to  exempt  also 
investments  of  savings  in  building  so- 
cieties and  co-operative  societies  would  be 
an  unreasonable  thing.  He  was  informed 
that  if  the  Amendment  was  accepted 
20,000  additional  persons  would  become 
eligible  for  pensions  at  the  cost  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  sterling. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  move  the  Amendment  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  to  exclude  sums 
received  "  from  any  investment  made 
out  of  the  savings  of  that  person." 

Me.  CHAPLIN  said  the  only  sub- 
stantial objection  which  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  took  to  the  Amend- 
ment was  that  it  was  so  limited.  That 
was  a  difficulty  which  could  easily  be  got 
over.  The  Amendment  might  easily 
be  widened,  and  before  he  concluded  he 
would  move  to  insert  words  which  would 
remove  the  objection  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  entertained.  He  would 
propose  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  Amend- 
ment by  moving  to  omit  all  the  words 
after  '*  friendly "  in  order  to  insert 
"  provident  or  other  society  or  trade 
onion,  or  from  such  other  approved 
provision  against  old  age,  sickness,  or 
infirmity  as  may  be  recognised  as  proper 


provision  for  the  purpose  by  regulations 
under  this  Act."  He  did  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  take  excep- 
tion to  these  words,  because  they  were 
the  words  of  an  Amendment  which  the 
Government  moved  and  carried  last 
night  after  the  guillotine  had  fallen^ 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  Amendment 
was  moved  last  night  in  regard  to  another 
matter,  but  he  thought  that  rather 
strengthened  his  position.  The  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  last  night  introduced  words 
by  which  the  disqualification  of  the- 
idler  for  a  pension  was  upheld,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  the  conces- 
sion that  if  a  man  in  that  position  had. 
contributed  for  ten  years  to  a  friendly  or 
other  society,  or  had  given  other  proof 
of  thrift,  he  was  to  obtain  the  benefit  of 
the  old-age  pension  scheme.  The  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  had  now  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  contributions 
to  a  friendly  society  were  to  be  taken  as 
proof  that  a  man  might  be  entitled  to  a 
pension. 

Mr.  L.  HARCOURT  :  Not  disentitled. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  the  Chancellor  ot 
the  Exchequer  went  a  great  deal  further 
than  that  the  other  day,  and,  therefore,, 
he  could  not  see  how  the  Government 
could  refuse  to  accept  this  Amendment,. 
On  19th  Jime  a  deputation  from  friendly 
societies  waited  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  was  the  last  man  in  the  world  to^ 
lack  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
to  the  community  by  friendly  societies ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  making  member- 
ship a  qualification,  for  a  friendly  society 
would  be  able  to  put  on  their  notice 
paper  :  "  Membership  of  this  society  is 
a  certificate  for  old-age  pensions."  Under 
these  circumstances  he  did  not  understand 
on  what  ground  the  Government  offered 
any  hostility  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
Amendment  by  the  addition  of  the  words 
which  he  was  going  to  move.  The  object 
his  hon.  friend  and  himself  had  in  view 
was  to  remove  the  discouragement  of 
thrift  which  was  so  manifest  in  the  Bill, 
and  which,  if  allowed  to  stand,  must 
have  the  most  injurious  efEect  on  the- 
community.  The  First  Commissioner  of. 
Works  calculated  the  cost  of  the  Amend- 
ment at  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling. 
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Mr.  L.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  informed 
that  I  greatly  under -estimated  the  cost. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  That  only  confirms 
what  we  have  said  over  and  over  again, 
that  this  Bill  has  never  been  thought 
out  by  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  L.  HARCOURT:  It  was  my 
blunder.  I  had  the  correct  figures  here, 
but  I  misquoted  them. 
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Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  that  even  so  the 
loss  of  revenue  would  be  far  less  injurious 
to  the  community  than  the  harm  that 
would  be  done  to  the  friendly  societies 
by  the  direct  discouragement  of  thrift 
contained  in  the  Bill.  Upon  that  there 
was  evidence  to  any  extent  they  pleased. 
The  statements  with  regard  to  the  views  of 
the  friendly  societies  on  this  point  were  put 
before  the  House.  What  was  the  drift  of 
their  opinion  on  the  question  of  thrift  I 
Taking  them  all  through,  according  to  the 
best  calculation  he  had  been  able  to  make, 
they  were  more  than  two  to  one  of 
opinion  that  the  Bill,  in  its  unamended 
form  at  all  events — for  he  insisted  that 
very  little  improvement  had  been  made 
since  on  the  subject  of  thrift — was  ex- 
tremely injurious  in  that  aspect.  He 
had  been  told  that  although  the  large 
majority  of  the  friendly  societies  were  of 
that  opinion,  on  the  other  hand  if  the 
number  of  members  were  counted  the 
majority  were  in  favour  of  a  non-con- 
tributory scheme,  and  that  that  was  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  that  that  would  make 
this  reference  less  unfavourable  to  the 
Government.  But  the  largest  friendly 
society  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Manchester  Unity  of  Oddfellows,  gave 
no  answer  to  that  return.  It  was  not 
needed,  because  the  Grand  Master  at  their 
recent  annual  conference — and  silence 
gave  consent  to  his  words — stated  as 
cleariy  and  definitely  as  he  could  that  a 
non-contributory  Bill  was  as  mischievous 
as  could  be,  and  that  he  was  entirely 
opposed  to  the  plan  of  the  Government. 
He  could  quote  any  number  of  other  cases 
if  necessary.  He  had  quoted  a  good 
many  on  the  Second  Readinii:  of  this  Bill  : 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to 
say  more  in  support  of  his  hon.  friend's 
Amendment.  He  proposed  himself,  with 
tha    permission    of    the    Committee,    to 


move  as  an  Amendment  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  noble  friend,  '*  To  leave  out 
after  the  word  *  friendly  '  the  rest  of  the 
Amendment,  and  to  insert  'provident  or 
other  society  or  trade  union  or  from  snck 
other  body  provision  against  old  age, 
sickness  or  infirmity  as  may  berecogniwd 
as  a  proper  provision  for  the  purpose 
by  regulations  under  this  Act.'"  He 
begged  to  move. 

The  chairman  said  he  would  have  te 
alter  the  form  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Amendment  so  as  to  exclude 
"  trade  union." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 

Amendment — 

"  To  add  at  the  end,  the  words  '  proTidnt 
or  other  society,  or  from  such  other  approfod 
provision  against  old  age,  sickness,  or  infirmity, 
as  may  be  recognised  as  proper  proviiiQB  for 
this  purpose  by  regulations  under  this  Act, 
and '  '*--{Mr.  Chaplin.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  wordi 
be  there  added. ' 

♦Mr.  cave  (Surrey,  Kingston)  swdit 
was  rather  surprising  to  him  that  the 
Government,  which  only  the  previom 
day  proposed  and  carried  an  Amendment 
to  the  efEect  that  investments  in  friendlr 
societies  should  be  taken  as  a  sign  of 
thrift,  should  object  to  this  Amendment. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  referred  to  the 
returns  made  by  the  difierent  friendly 
societies,  and  he  would  read  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  resolution  which  since  the 
return  had  been  unanimously  passed  by 
the  conference  of  the  Manchester  Unity 
of  Oddfellows — 

''  That  this  annual  conference  of  the  Xu- 
chester  Unity  Friendly  Society,  while  appwr- 
ing  the  proposal  to  provide  State  pensionifo 
aged  and  necessitous  workers,  strongly  v^^ 
upon  the  Government  and  the  Honse  of  Oh>' 
mons  the  desirability  of  ensnring  that  no  pew* 
who  would  otherwise  be  eligible  for  the  Stato 
allowance  shall  bo  deprived  thereof  beoanw  <■ 
the  receipt  of  sickness  or  snperannnstiA 
benefit  from  a  friendly  society." 

That  was  in  substance  the  proposal  of 
his  rij^ht  hon.  friend.  The  case  leallv 
lay  in  a  nutshell.  They  were  all  in 
favour  of  encouraging  thrift ;  and  tlie 
majority  of  the  friendly  societies  were 
agreed  that  if  the  income  received  from 
them  bv  members  was  included  a&ineome 
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inder  the  Bill  thrift  would  be  die- 1  of  an  old-age  pension.  The  right  hon. 
ouraged.  If  a  man  felt  that  his  coirtribu-  |  Gentleman  had  said  that  if  exemption 
ions  to  his  society  and  the  income  which  was  given  to  members  of  friendly  societies, 
rould  result  from  these  might  deprive  I  why  not  also  give  exemption  to  the  income 
lim  of  a  pension  he  would  be  very  likely   of  a  man  in  a  small  way  of  business  or  who 


0  think  it  useless  to  save  money  in  that 
ray.  The  result  of  the  Government 
tcheme,  as  it  stood,  would  therefore  be 
•o  discourage  that  form  of  thrift  which 
K>ii8isted  in  becoming  a  member  of  a 
iriendly  society.  The  only  serious  argu- 
nent  against  the  Amendment  was  that  if 
Aey  protected  that  kind  of  saving  there 
vas  no  reason  why  they  should  not  pro- 
tect other  kinds.  The  answer  was  clear. 
Investment  in  a  friendly  society  was  the 
[Mtrticular  form  of  saving  most  prevalent 
imong  the  people  whom  this  Bill  was 
intended  to  help  ;  and  the  Amendment 
laid  that  if  a  man  saved  in  that  way  he 
diould  not  be  penalised.  Further,  the 
Qxoeption  proposed  depended  on  facts 
frhich  could  be  readily  ascertained,  it  in- 
volved no  pr3dng  into  a  man's  personal 
means,  and  if  carried  it  would  help  the 
friendly  societies.  A  similar  provision 
tiad  had  the  effect  in  New  Zealand  of  very 
mbstantially  increasing  the  membership 
>f  the  friendly  societies  ;  and  he  felt 
/hat  if  the  Amendment  were  not 
carried  the  membership  of  the  friendly 
societies  in  the  United  Kingdom  would 
be  likely  to  go  down.  The  Government 
were  in  some  danger  of  putting  a  penalty 
on  thrift  which  the  Amendment  would, 
bo  some  extent,  avoid,  and  he  was  sure 
the  public  would  consider  it  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland)  said 


had  invested  his  savings  in  a  house  ?  There 
was  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between 
the  two  cases.  Take  his  own  case. 
Before  he  could  draw  his  superannuation 
allowance  he  had  to  pay  into  his  society 
or  trade  union  for  forty  years  and  could 
not  in  all  that  time  make  use  of  his  money. 
But  a  man  in  a  small  way  of  business  got 
the  use  of  his  money  all  the  time.  He 
did  not  profess  to  speak  for  the  party  to 
which  he  belonged,  but  only  as  an  old 
member  of  a  friendly  society,  and  he 
thought  the  Grovernment  should  as  far  as 
possible  meet  their  views. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE,  on  a  point  of 
order,  said  that  the  Amendment  which 
was  last  put  from  the  Chair  was  an 
Amendment  to  an  Amendment  dealing 
with  friendly  societies.  It  was  very 
inconvenient  to  discuss  friendly  societies 
on  an  Amendment  of  a  totally  different 
character.  His  suggestion  was  that  his 
words  should  be  added  to  the  Bill  and 
that  then  they  should  discuss  the  whole 
subject.  The  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  an  extension  to 
other  forms  of  thrift. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
asked  whether  it  was  not  common,  even 
usual,  and  certainly  favourable  to  debate, 
when  an  Amendment  was  moved  to  the 
original  proposition,  to  discuss  both  the 


he  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  remarks  made  1  Amendment  and  the  original  proposition. 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  abo  e  the  gangway  j  »«  tl»»f*l»e  <!«*>»*«  ^^o"'*!  ^^"^^'^  **^«  ^*'**'« 
in  favour  of  old-age  pensions,   but  he  '  groimd. 
wondered  how  it  was  that  they  had  not  \ 
had  an  old-age  pension  scheme  ok.  f  )re  them 


during  the  long  years  they  were  in  office. 
Although  they  might  regret  the  past,  it 
was  quite  evident  that  when  their  friends 
were  in  power  again  they  were  going  to 
have  the  very  best  scheme  of  old-age 
pensions  ever  heard  of.  All  the  same 
he  felt  that  he  must  support  the  Amend- 
ment. As  one  who  had  been  connected 
with  f  riendly  societies  and  a  trade  union 
all  his  mature  life  he  believed  there  was 


♦The  chairman  said  that  this  was  a 
matter  in  which  he  could  meet  the  con- 
venience of  the  Committee  if  he  could 
find  out  what  was  desired.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  Amendment  t:) 
the  Amendment  being  discussed 
with  the  original  Amendment  provided 
the  decision  was  taken  at  the  same 
time.  [Cries  of  dissent.]  If  that  did 
not  meet  with  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee  they    must    take    the    strict 


some  justification  for  the  demand  for  the  course,  and  when  they  had  decided  upon 
exemption  of  the  income  derived  from  the  Amendment  to  the  Amendment 
them  in  calculating  income  for  the  receipt '  they  could  discuss  whatever  was  left. 
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Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex  Epping)  I 
asked  whether  it  would  bie  in  order  now 
to  discuss  the  Amendment  of  his  right 
hon.  friend. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to 
add  certain  other  words.  The  first 
thing  to  be  decided,  if  the  Committee 
objected  to  discuss  the  two  things  to- 
gether, was  whether  the  words  were  to 
be  added  or  not.  If  they  were  added, 
the  whole  thing  could   be  discussed. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester)  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment  and  let  the  Committee 
take  a  decision  upon  the  great  issue  of 
trade  unions  and  friendly  societies,  which 
manv  of  them  desired  to  see  tacked  on 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  the  answer  to 
that  appeal  was  that  the  Government 
had  stated  that  as  to  the  original  Amend- 
ment moved  there  could  be  only  one 
reply :  that  it  could  not  possibly  be 
accepted  because  then  other  societies 
would  have  to  be  added. 

♦Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Alba  is)  supported  the  appeal  of  his 
hon.  friend  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  withdraw  his  Amendment. 
He  contended  that  the  great  friendly 
societies  and  trade  unions  were  in  a 
totally  different  category  from  the  other 
organisations  to  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  referred.  The  hold  which  the 
trade  unions  and  great  friendly  societies 
had  over  the  workmen  of  the  country  was 
that  in  making  their  contributions  the 
workmen  knew  they  were  not  only 
making  contributions  in  their  own  in- 
terests, but  that,  side  by  side  with  the 
mutual  ])r(>vidcnt  arrangement  for  them- 
selves, they  were  able  to  help  their 
comrades  in  other  directions.  It  was 
because  his  right  hon.  friend  had  placed 
these  in  the  same  category  as  the  other 
forms  of  thrift  that  he  objected  to  thr 
Amendment.  They  ought  not  to  b<^ 
included  with  others  of  a  selfish  nature. 


on  the  real  issue,  the  great  frimdlr 
F^cieties,  and  that,  to  many  Memben 
on  both  sides  of  the  Honae,  would  be 
a  matter  of  regret.  He  suggested,  there- 
fore, to  his  right  hon.  friend  that  he  mi|^ 
bring  up  this  separate  propositioa  in 
a  separate  form.  If  the  CommittBe 
permitted  him  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment now  he  could  bring  it  up  again  on  the 
Report  stage.'  He  therefore  suggested 
that  the  Committee  should  allow  hii 
right  hon  friend  to  withdraw.  [Cws 
of  dissent.]  He  perceived  that  the  Home 
did  not  wish  to  take  the  discussion  on 
the  real  issue.  If  that  were  the  case  twa 
or  three  Members  could  prevent  the 
discussion  if  they  chose.  If  that  come 
was  taken,  his  right  hon.  friend,  if  he 
accepted  the  suggestion,  should  endeavimr 
to  have  the  two  questions  divided,  «► 
that  the  Committee  might  have  in 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  other. 
The  responsibility  for  failure  would  not 
rest  with  him,  but  with  hon.  Gentiemen 
opposite,  and  with  the  Government  who 
raised  obstacles  when  the  Bill  wi» 
recommitted.  He  suggested  to  his  rij^ 
hon.  friend  that  he  should  throw  the 
responsibility  on  the  Committee  for 
preventing  a  decision  being  taken  on 
these  two  issues,  and  that  he  should  now  ^ 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  he  was  moit 
anxious  to  meet  what  appeared  to  meet 
the  general  view  of  the  Committee,  and» 
above  all,  the  wishes  of  his  right  hoiu 
friend.  He  might  just  repeat  that  ke 
would  never  have  dreamt  of  tacking,  hi* 
Amendment  on  to  this  if  it  had  not  bea 
that  all  the  methods  of  the  procedure  of 
the  House  had  been  upset.  In  theifr 
days  they  were  driven  to  move  Amend- 
ments in  a  totally  different  form  from  th«t 
in  which  they  would  have  moved  them 
if  free  speech  had  not  been  restricted. 
He  had  moved  the  Amendment  in  thi» 
form  because  he  had  no  guarantee  thit 
if  he  did  not  move  it  now  he  would  ever 
be  able  to  move  it  at  all.  Under  theee 
circumstances  he  begged  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 


Mr.  a.  .1.  HALKOIK  said  that,  as  lu^  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Cla»,B.> 
understood  the  matter,  if  his  right  hon  |  said  he  was  filled  with  admiration  at  the 
friend  ilid  not  withdraw  the  Anu»ndmeut  i  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Manbec  fcr 
it  wouUl  b(«  impossibh'  to  have  a  tliHouMsioii  .  Wimbledon    and    his    magnauimi^.    ^ 
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withdrawing  his  Amendment,  not  in 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  but  in 
deference  to  the  appeal  of  his  colleague 
Uie  Member  for  tanfi  reform  and  Wor- 
cester. He  was  reluctant  to  intervene 
to  emphasise  the  hon.  Member's  appeal, 
but  the  spectacle  of  the  rift  between 
Wimbledon  and  Worcester  was  simply 
heart-rending. 

♦Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe)  hoped  the  right  hon.  Member 
would  not  withdraw  his  Amendment. 
He  himself  was  anxious  to  have  the 
opportimity  of  supporting  the  Amend- 
ment. As  a  member  of  both  a  trade 
union  and  a  friendly  society  he  did 
not  ask  for  a  special  privilege  for 
these  societies.  There  were  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  in  this  country 
who  had  not  the  opportunity  suggested 
in  the  first  Amendment.  There  were 
thousands  of  women  who  never  had  the 
opportunity  of  joining  a  friendly  society 
or  trade  union.  What  was  the  posi- 
tion ?  Two  organisations  or  two  methods 
of  investment  had  become  popular, 
especially  among  women.  Where  there  was 
no  opportunity  of  joining  a  trade  union 
they  put  their  money  into  a  co-operative 
flociety,  and  when  the  small  dividend 
accrued  it  was  left  to  accumulate  to  make 
provision  for  their  age.  Were  they  to  be 
debarred  from  the  privilege  enjoyed  by  a 
man  with  £3  a  week  who  had  joined  a 
trade  or  friendly  society  ?  Another 
method  of  investment  had  been  pro- 
vided by  some  municipalities,  who 
gave  labouring  men  and  women  an 
opportunity  of  investing  in  the  muni- 
cipal funds  by  accepting  small  weekly 
sums.  The  Committee  should  be  very 
careful  not  to  make  exceptions  of  people 
who  could  afEord  more,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  vote  on  the  Amendment, 
and  take  the  test  upon  that  point. 
Li  their  zeal  and  energy  to  amend  this 
their  new  friends  on  the  Opposition 
Benches  were  deserving  of  support. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  stick  to  his  guns.  He  had 
a  good  course  in  hand  now. 

♦Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  asked  whether  they  ought 
not     to    have    some    reply[^^{from    the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
they  would  like  to  hear  from  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman's  supporters  whether  or 
not  they  were  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment. It  was  quite  clear  that  every 
one  who  had  invested  in  the  form  stated 
would  be  disqualified,  and  therefore,  it 
remained  with  hon.  Members  opposite  to 
say  whether  or  not  they  would  accept 
the  Amendment. 

♦Me.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  said  the 
;  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  under  a  mis- 
I  apprehension  altogether.  He  said  he 
wanted  an  answer.  The  hon.  Member 
I  for  Clitheroe  had  given  him  an  answer. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  wanted  a 
clear  issue,  but  he  could  not  have  that 
unless  the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wimbledon 
was  passed.  That  was  the  whole  point. 
The  original  Amendment  confined  itself 
to  two  points,  and  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Clitheroe  had  shown 
that  they  could  not  have  a  clear  issue 
:  until  they  had  an  Amendment  which  did 
I  not  merely  include  two  forms  of  thrift 
but  all  kindred  forms  of  thrift.  Just 
imagine  the  mute  friends  of  friendly 
societies,  these  new-found  enthusiasts  for 
old-age  pensions,  these  champions  of 
thrif^-[An  Hon.  Member  :  We  are  as 
old  as  you  are] — had  actually  forgotten 
the  various  forms  of  thrift,  and  their 
memory  only  took  them  to  two  until 
they  were  joined  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clitheroe.  Up  and  down  the  country 
there  were  tens  of  thousands  of  people 
who  did  not  get  into  trade  unions,  but 
who  invested  their  little  savings  in 
co-operative  societies,  and  were  still  pro- 
moting the  best  interests  of  industry  by 
so  doing.  If  they  were  to  have  a  clear 
issue  they  could  not  have  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
j  for  Wimbledon  withdrawn. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  Committee  was  in  rather  a  difficult 
position.  The  Grovemment  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  defend  their  attitude  or  to 
explain  it.  They  left  their  case  to  be 
argued  by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Hon. 
Members  sitting  around  him  on  those 
benches  had  been  attacked  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Burnley,  who  said  that  they 
were  now  interested  for  the  first  time  in 
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the  subject  of  old-age  pensions  and 
friendly  societies.  There  was  not  a 
shadow  of  foundation  for  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement,  which  it  was 
difficult  to  criticise  in  Parliamentary 
language.  Though  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  offered  some  provocation  by  the 
language  which  he  had  employed,  he 
would  pass  on  to  deal  with  what  he  had 
attempted  in  the  way  of  argument. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  that  they 
could  not  get  a  clear  issue  if  they  with- 
drew his  right  hon.  friend's  Amendment. 
He  knew  that  the  House  was  not  going 
to  allow  his  right  hon.  friend  to  with- 
draw it,  but,  if  the  House  permitted  him 
to  do  so,  they  could  take  a  separate  vote 
on  the  two  propositions  which  were  now 
before  them.  They  could  divide  first  on 
the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend 
behind  him,  which  confined  the  exemp- 
tion to  thrift  which  had  taken  the  form  of 
contributions  to  friendly  societies  and 
trade  unions,  and  they  could  divide 
subsequently  on  the  separate  proposition 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Wimbledon  was  anxious  to  make. 
Was  there  any  reason  why  a  distinction 
should  be  made  between  these  two  kinds 
of  thrift  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman  below 
the  gangway  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  said  there  was  none.  But 
already  the  House  had  repeatedly  made 
the  distinction  which  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Devonshire  was  now 
seeking  to  introduce.  The  distinc- 
tion was  embodied  in  the  law  of  the 
country  when  they  were  dealing  with  the 
present  Poor  Law  relief,  and  it  was  em- 
bodied in  this  Bill  by  the  Amendment 
moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer the  other  day.  As  to  the  original 
Amendment  the  Government  had  an- 
nounced that  they  would  not  pccept 
that  Amendment.  His  right  hon.  friend 
had  moved  the  Amendment  which  made 
the  ground  of  the  argument  of  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  and  of  the  two 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  had  just 
spoken,  that  the  original  Amendment 
was  limited  and  restricted,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  take  every  form 
of  thrift,  whatever  it  might  be.  That 
was  a  perfectly  reasonable  proposition. 
It  was  one  in  regard  to  which  there  was  a 
great  deal  to  be  said,  and  which  was  well 
worth  arguing  in  that  House.  But  was 
it   because  they  might  accept  the  pro- 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 


posal  that  the  Govemment  insisted  on  so 
amending  the  original  Amendment  tint 
they  refused  the  right  to  his  right  bos. 
friend  to  withdraw  his  proposal!  No; 
it  was  because  they  could  reject  the 
whole  Amendment  as  amended  mm  \ 
easily  than  they  could  reject  the  originil  . 
Amendment  if  it  stood  alone.  And  the^ 
were  going  to  see  Members  of  the  GoTom* 
ment  and  their  followers  go  into  the 
lobby  in  support  of  the  propositiim  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  not  because  th^ 
desired  to  accept  it,  but  in  order  to 
deprive  the  House  of  an  opportunity  of 
voting  on  another  Motion  which  ther 
were  actually  unwilling  to  accept,  bat 
still  more  unable  to  resist. 

*Mn.  GOULDING  said  they  had  bmr 

repeatedly  told  by  the  Government  tbiat 
when  any  Amendment  was  moved  extend- 
ing the  Bill,  those  moving  it  ought  to  put 
themselves  in  a  position  to  state  what 
their  course  was  going  to  be.  Now  tbsj 
had  a  right  to  ask  the  Government,  who 
had  all  the  machinery  at  their  backv 
what  they  estimated  would  be  the  cost 
of  the  extension  which  would  be  made 
to  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Devonshire  with  the  addition 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wimbledon.  They  wanted 
to  know  what  was  going  to  be  the  actiul 
cost,  because  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  had  made  a  bungle  of  the  fignm. 
The  moderate  Amendment  of  the  hoiu 
Member  for  Devonshire  dealt  with  the 
specific  cases  of  individuals  who  hi 
exercised  thrift  and  had  saved  the 
country  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
pounds  in  rates.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  turned  and  Bud 
that  he  could  not  support  this 
moderate  proposal  because  the  right  hoo» 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wimbledon 
had  extended  the  proposition  by  including 
a  vast  number  of  other  people,  and  th»t 
the  expenditure  would  consequently  be 
too  prodigious  ;  therefore,  he  was  going  to 
ride  oil  on  that  issue.  The  right  lum. 
Gentleman  was  a  keen  campaigner  in  the 
country,  but  he  did  not  tnink  that  the 
working  classes  would  be  led  away  by 
a  mockery  of  that  kind.  The  peopk  of 
the  country  who  had  exercised  thzift> 
and  the  friendly  societies  without  excep- 
tion, had  asked  that  their  efforts  should 
be  rewarded  by  the  recognition  of  their 
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zight  to  the  old-age  pension.  No  amount 
of  subterfuge  or  of  talking  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  right  hon.  friend  would  release 
the  Government  or  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway  from  the  charge  of  having 
deliberately  ignored  the  unanimous  re- 
xequest  of  the  great  friendly  societies 
throughout  the  country.  He  had  risen 
to  ask  a  question  to  which  he  thought  he 
had  a  right  to  a  specific  answer  from  the 
Government,  and  that  was  what  was  the 
accurate  estimate  of  cost  they  made  on 
the  original  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Devonshire. 

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber's speech  is  largely  out  of  order. 
We  have  now  only  to  consider  whether 
these  words  are  to  be  added.  The  hon. 
Member  has  no  right  to  ask  what  will  be 
the  expense  of  the  original  Amendment. 

Mr.  GOULDING  :  Am  I  not  entitled 
to  ask  what  is  the  estimated  expenditure 
on  the  orignial  Amendment,  and  what 
will  be  the  total  expenditure  with  the 
Amendment  of  my  right  hon.  friend  added 
to  the  original  Amendment  ? 

♦The  chairman  :  Strictly  speaking, 
we  are  on  the  point  as  to  adding  these 
words,  and  the  only  questiou  which 
arises  i  what  is  the  extra  cost  of  that 
addition. 

Mr.  GOULDING:  That  is  my  re- 
quest. What  will  be  the  total  expendi- 
ture on  the  Amendment  if  amended  by 
the  addition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wimbledon  ?  I  would 
like  to  point  out  to  you  that  we  are 
in  this  difficulty.  The  Government, 
through  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
distinctly  stated  in  this  House  that 
inaccurate  figures  had  been  given  with 
regard  to  the  Amendment. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  that.  We  must  settle 
this  matter  first.  We  cannot  dispose 
of  that  question  until  we  have  settled 
this  one. 

Mr.  GOULDING  :  If  the  Amendment 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  is  added  to  that 
of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Devon- 
shire, shall  we  not  then  be  in  a  position  to 
get  an  accurate  statement  of  the  cost  of 
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the  original  Amendment,  and  am  I  not 
entitled  to  ask  what  is  the  cost  of  the 
joint  Amendment  ? 


♦The  CHAIRMAN-  Not  now.  That 
question  might  be  asked  later,  but 
I  have  no  means  of  enforcing  an 
answer.  It  will  be  a  perfectly  relevant 
I  and  proper  question  when  we  have 
settled  whether  these  words  should  be 
added  or  not,  whatever  the  result  of  the 
decision  may  be. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  Com- 
mittee might  have  imagined  from  the 
indignation  of  the  last  two  speakers 
that  this  was  some  proposition  of  the 
Government.  They  would  hardly  believe 
that  their  anger  was  because  the  suggested 
words  were  moved  by  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Opposition.  This  was  not  the 
Government's  Amendment  at  all.  It 
was  the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wimbledon, 
and  simply  because  it  had  been  suggested 
that  these  words  should  not  be  with- 
drawn, but  that  they  should  be  added,, 
all  the  vials  of  the  wrath  of  the  Member 
for  Worcester,  of  both  the  Members  for 
Worcester,  had  been  poured  upon  the 
Government.  An  Amendment  was 
moved  which  sought  to  set  up  some  sort 
of  preference  for  two  specific  forms  of 
thrift  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  Banks, 
building  societies,  co-operative  societies 
— every  form  of  thrift  was  to  be  dis- 
couraged except  the  two  which  were  so 
near  the  hearts  of  hon.  Members  opposite. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
rise  to  order.  I  wish  to  ask  whether, 
after  your  ruling,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  entitled  to  discuss  the 
original  Amendment. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  be  discussing  the  original  Amendment. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  was 
simply  giving  a  plain  narrative  of  the 
facts.  That  was  the  proposition.  Then 
came  his  right  hon.  friend,  who  answered 
on  behalf  of  the  Grovemment  and  pointed 
all  this  out — that  it  discouraged  every 
other  form  of  thrift.  Then  the  logical 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  saw 
the  force  of  that  argument.     He  wanted. 
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to  be  fair  and  just — and  justice  was  justice 
to  all,  not  merely  to  those  privileged 
communities  which  his  hon.  friend  was 
so  much  in  love  with.  He  was  con- 
-vinced,  and  instantly  moved  an  Amend- 
ment that  included  them  all.  That  was 
the  position.  It  was  due  to  the  logic 
of  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  the  Member 
ior  Wimbledon.  Why  should  they  be» 
abused  because  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  a  clear  and  fair  mind  ?  Of  course , 
they  knew  perfectly  well  why  the  Amend- 
ment was  moved,  and  why  all  this  indig- 
nation was  expressed.  It  was  because 
they  thought  they  had  got  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  hole,  and  it  was  iji  pursuance 
of  the  policy  which  had  been  pursued 
from  the  start  of  moving  wild,  illogical, 
irrational  Amendments  without  any 
sense  of  responsibility,  or-  any  regard  at 
all  to  the  cost  to  the  revenue,  in  order  to 
be  able  to  say  to  even'  class  iji  turn, 
*'  We  voted  for  you,  and  those  wicked 
Radicals  voted  against  you."  All  he 
could  say  was  that  it  served  them  right, 
because  it  was  purely  a  manoeuvre,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  exceedingly 
angry  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Buniley 
because,  he  said,  he  had  rather  taunted 
them  with  what  they  had  done  in  the 
matter  of  old-age  pensions.  He  would 
like  to  know  what  they  had  done,  ex- 
cept to  talk  about  them  at  bye-electioitt^. 
That  was  the  position.  They  werr* 
entirely  responsible.  If  thoy  were  goui^ 
to  vote  at  all,  let  them  vote  for  a  clear 
principle.  The  noble  Lord,  he  knew, 
was  very  anxious  and  eager  to  push 
these  logical  principles  home,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  difficulty  for  the 
•Government.  Here  was  a  test.  Did 
he  really  say  it  was  fair  to  discriminate 
in  favour  of  trade  miions  against  friendly 
societies  and  co-operative  societies  and 
every  other  form  of  thrift  ?  Yet  he 
would  vote  for  it.  Why  ?  Not  because 
he  was  a  greater  believer  in  trade  imions 
than  in  other  fonns  of  thrift,  but  be- 
cause it  was  puttijig  the  Radicals  in  a 
difficulty. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :    Why  not  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  prin- 
ciples they  were  now  called  upon  to 
vote  for,  thanks  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Wimbledon,   who 

Mr.  Lloyd-George, 


had  the  courage  of  his  convidaons,  and 
the  hon.  Baionet  the  Member  lor  tbe 
City,  who  had  so  consiBtently  supported 
the  Government 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  :  May  I  point  out 
that  I  voted  with  the  right  hon.  Gentk- 
man  once  to-day,  twice  yesterday,  and 
I  am  going  to  vote  with  him  cm  tlu 
Amendment  as  well  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  tint  vu 
the  sort  of  support  that  one  liked  to  get 
Now  there  was  a  clear  and  definite 
principle  before  the  Committee,  tint 
every  form  of  thrift,  without  any  ex- 
ception, and  every  saving  should  be 
exempted.  The  moment  they  added  tk 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuui  tk 
Member  for  Wimbledon  to  this  piopofl* 
tion,  he  would  be  in  a  position  to 
point  out  to  the  Committee  what  tbit 
really  meant.  But  let  them  see  deailr 
what  they  were  voting  for,  and  vote  fair 
some  definite  principle  and  not  for  a 
mutilated  suggestion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  there  m 
one  advantage  in  closure  by  guiUotiM 
which  he  had  never  suspected  htbxt 
It  had  given  them  the  opportunity  oi 
hearing  from  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  the  kind  of  speech  and  the  kind 
of  temper  which  those  in  charge  of  a  Bill 
usually  restrained  from  fear  of  prolonfciag 
debate,  but  which  the  right  hon.  Qentk- 
man  opposite  knew  he  could  indulge 
in  with  absolute  impunity.  It  mattered 
not  in  the  least  how  he  stoked  the  fiiei 
of  controversy ;  in  fact,  the  more  tke 
debate  was  prolonged  the  better  for  Ua, 
and  the  fewer  the  difficulties  in  which 
the  Government  found  themselves.  Hii 
amazement  at  the  performance  they  liid 
just  listened  to  was  redoubled  by  th 
fact  that  unless  his  eyes  wholly  deceived 
him  it  was  the  same  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
who  had  just  delivered  an  inflammatoif 
oration  who  had  asked  him  to  move  die 
closure  on  the  debate  ten  minutes  ago. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :    No.  I  did 

not  ask  that. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  mi^ 
have  been  mistaken.  The  right  luNi. 
Gentleman  had  got  a  passion  for  olear 
issues,  and  it  was  for  that  zeason  that 
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declined  to  have  the  first  proposition 
b  with  regard  to  friendly  societies 
1  trade  unions,  and  subsequently 
Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 
was  not  content  with  explaining  what 
called  his  object.  They  all  knew 
at  was  his  object.  He  need  not 
through  all  those  oratorical  figures 
>xder  to  disguise  the  result.  But  why 
•uld  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  indulge 
perfectly  unfounded  attacks  upon  the 
position,  following  the  example  of  less 
ponsible  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
use  below  the  gangway  ?  "  Who  are 
fie  people,"  said  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
n,  "  who  now  profess  some  regard 
trade  unions  ?  "  He  would  tell  him 
o  they  were.  They  were  the  people 
o  had  passed  all  the  best  legislation 
trade  unions.  [Cries  of  "  The  Trade 
(putes  Bill."]  He  said  all  the  best 
idation.  Every  Labour  man  in  the 
use  knew  that  what  he  was  saying  was 
lect.  "  Who  are  these  people,"  the 
ht  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say, 
rho  expressed  this  new-foimd  regard 
thrift  ?  "  Had  they  ever  been  behind - 
id  in  showing  their  interest  in  friendly 
;ieties  and  in  helping  thrift  ?  A 
»Te  foolish,  inappropriate,  untrue,  and 
devant  charge  never  was  brought  by  a 
oister  anxious  to  advance  business 
:oie  the  House  at  a  moment  like  that. 
d  then  as  a  climax  the  right  hon. 
ntleman,    borrowing   the   thunder   of 

0  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway, 
d :  "  Who  are  these  people  who  desire 

extend  the  provisions  of  a  pension 
lemc  ?  They  are  the  people  who  have 
eer  produced  a  pension  scheme." 
was  perfectly  true  that  since,  largely 
der  the  guidance  of  his  right  hon. 
end  the  Member  for  Birmingham, 
3  pension  question  came  to  the  front, 
ring  the  remaining  years  of  the  Unionist 
>vernment  no  pension  scheme  was 
3Ught  forward.  They  were  per- 
Jtly  aware  that  they  had  not  the 
mey  to  carry  it  out,  and  he  pre- 
med  that  for  three  years  after  they 
fc    office,    hon.     Gentlemen    opposite 

1  not  the  money  to  carry  it  out. 
they  had,  why  did  not  they  do  it  ? 
ly  did  they  frame  their  Bil'  in  terms 
ich  notoriously  inflicted  enormous 
dship  on  people  on  the  margin,  if  they 
I  the  money  ?  Had  they  got  the 
ley  now  ?  He  admitted  he  belonged 
'OL.  CXCI.    [Founxn  Series]. 
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to  a  party  which  did  not  bring  forward 
schemes  for  old-age  pensions  which  they 
had  not  the  money  to  pay  for.  But  why 
that  should  be  dragged  in  to  smooth  the 
path  of  debate  utterly  surpassed  his 
power  of  understanding.  The  simple 
facts  of  the  case  were  these.  There 
were  two  propositions  with  which  the 
House  was  now  concerned,  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  right  hon.  friend  and  the 
original  Amendment.  It  would  be,  he 
thought,  better  if  they  could  divide  upon 
those  two  propositions  separately.  The 
Government,  for  obvious  purposes  of 
manoeuvre,  were  determined  to  divide 
upon  them  together.  They  might  have 
money — and  let  those  who  professed  this 
wonderful  friendship  for  the  friendly 
societies  note  this — they  probably  had 
money  to  deal  with  the  Amendment 
of  his  hon.  friend  behind  him.  They 
believed  they  had  not  money  for  the 
larger  proposal  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 
They  were,  therefore,  determined  to  do 
nothing  for  the  friendly  societies,  and 
they  thought  they  could  escape  an 
obligation,  which  they  could  not  escape 
if  that  proposition  was  dealt  with  alone, 
under  cover  of  the  financial  difficulties 
which  the  larger  proposition  imposed  on 
them.  This  new-born  love  of  logical 
symmetry,  which  had  never  oppressed 
the  Government  at  any  previous  stage  of 
the  Bill — this  passion  for  driving  every 
proposition  to  its  extreme  logical  conse- 
quences— which  now  beset  them,  was 
really  a  plan  for  not  making  their  money 
go  as  far  as  it  would  go.  Let  the  friendly 
societies  thoroughly  understand  the  posi- 
tion. Apparently,  the  Government 
thought  they  had  a  case  for  saying  it 
would  not  go  the  length  of  his  hon. 
friend's  proposition.  The  Government 
were  determined  to  sacriHce  the  friendly 
societies  upon  the  altar  of  logic ;  and  upon 
the  altar  of  logic  alone  they  were  prepared 
to  (leal  a  blow  at  the  great  friendly 
societies  which  under  the  pension  scheme 
existing  in  New  Zealand  flourished. 
[Cries  of  "  Order."]  That  was  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  endeavouring 
to  do.  They  had  money  enough  for  the 
members  of  friendly  societies,  but 
had  not,  or  thought  they  had  not, 
enough  to  go  the  whole  length  of  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wimbledon.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  thought  he  could 
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show  that  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Slomber  for  Wimbledon 
involved  such  a  great  expenditure  of 
money  that  the  House  would  be  forced  to 
reject  it.  The  refusal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  allow  these  two  questions 
to  be  voted  upon  separately  was 
simply  a  dwlge  by  which  the  interests 
of  the  friendly  societies  might  be  sacri- 
ficed under  cover  of  the  financial 
necessities  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MILDMAY  asked  if  he  was  in 
order  in  asking  that  the  cost  of  his 
Amend  m*;nt  might  be  given.  He  thought 
they  .should  have  that  information  before 
they  were  asked  to  vote.  He  appt^aled 
t(»  tlie  ri^Kt  hon.  Gentleman  merely  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  and  he  could  not  see 
any  reason  why  he  should  decline  to 
accede  to  his  request. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  How  can  I 
give  an  estimate  in  regard  to  an  Amend- 
ment moved  only  an  hour  ago  ? 


Amendment  to  the  Amendment  agreed 


to. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words, 
as  amended,  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
th(^  riglit  hon.  Gentle; man  h'ld  stated  that 
hv.  could  not  give  them  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  Amendment.  I'crhaps  he 
ccmld  give  them  an  estimitc  oi  the  cost 
(»f  the  original  Amendment.  It  was  most 
important  that  they  should  hive  the 
correct  iigure,  because  tlie  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  had  put  it  at  £25(),0(>0, 
and  he  stated  subscj^iuently  that  he  hid 
made  a  mistake  and  had  given  the  wTcuig 
fmures.  No  dou])t  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxcliequer  had  the  right  liguros  in  liis 
possession. 

MiJ.  TJiOYJ)-(iEORCE    said   that   he 
went  through  tlie  Anieudiiieiits  with  such 
inforniitioii  as  lie   had   at  his  disposal, 
and  he  h  m1  received  an  estimate  from  the 
Treasun'.     The  Treasury  estimated  that 
the  first  Amendment  would  increase  the 
number  of  ])ensioner3  by  100,000  peo'' 
Thiit  woulrl  make  a  very  serious  a< 
to  the  cost  of  the  Act.    It  would 
anotlu^r  £1,300,000.     But  when 
to  the  addition  that  would  be 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour. 


accepting  the  Ai  ent  of  the  n^ 

hon.  Gentleman  inber  for  IHmMe- 

don,  the  cost  i  absolntely  prohiUtirc. 
The  Amendment  of  thst  zi^t  ka. 
Gentleman  was  practieallT  unfimited. 
It  was  estimated  that  some  400,000 
people  would  come  in  under  the  ten- 
shilling  test,  and  it  would  be  a  unit 
moderate  estimate  to  s»y  that  the  Amend' 
ment  as  a  whole  now  befoze  the  Com- 
mittee meant  an  additional  £2^6OO,00Q, 
Of  course,  he  had  to  trust  Tery  laigekto 
guesswork  on  the  part  of  the  oflSoah, 
But  he  could  not  possibly  accept  tk 
Amendment,  either  in  its  original  fonn  or 
in  the  more  logical  and  equitable  form  is 
which  it  had  been  placed  by  the  lichfi 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  WimU^ 
don. 

Mr.  JOWETT  (Bradford,  W.)  said  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  most  lepie- 
hensible  proceeding  for  a  member  of  Ae 
Government  to  prevent  ^a  vote  beiag 
taken  on  the  more  restricted  issue,  ani 
himself  compel  the  wider  issue  alone  tale 
divided  upon,  knowing  all  the  time  tiut 
he  did  not  intend  to  support  the  wida 
issue.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  hid 
purposely  talcen  that  course  in  oider 
to  keep  the  other  issue  from  being  pnt 
It  had  been  alleged  that  the  Amendme&ti 
from  the  Labour  Benches  were  not  ioH 
fide.  [Criesof  "Oh,oh!"]  He  might  nr 
that  the  intentions  of  those  present 
were  hov/i  fide,  and  they  wished  to  support 
thenx  with  all  the  power  they  could  bring 
to  bear.  With  regard  to  the  action  d 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cli theme, he  undei- 
stooi]  that  the  hon«  Uember  intended 
to  vote  for  the  wider  issue  now 
and  not  the  narrow  issue. 

*TnE  CHAIRMAN:    I  think  w*  haw, 
now  ^ot  beyond  whether  the  wid«  at 
tlie  ]iiLrrower  issue  was  to  betahian. 

I.our»H.  CECIL  :  Surely  it  vra^m  j 
to  irivf  riMsons  why  thfiy  sljaiiid  ^m 
tlLo  wider  issue. 

♦The 
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wished  to  protest  against  the  way  the 
business  was  being  conducted.  Surely 
they  had  a  right  to  vote  on  any 
issne  which  was  put  before  them,  and  he 
was  now  being  deprived  of  that  right 
by  the  action  of  the  Government  for  the 
deliberate  purpose  of  saving  hon.  Mem- 


bers opposite  the  trouble  of  going  through 
the  division  lobby. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  113  j 
Noes,   243.    (Division  List  No.  149.) 


Aoland-Hood,Rt.HnSirAlex.F. 
ADstrother-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletoher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond,) 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,^. ) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bridgeman.  W.  Clivo 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdett-Coutt«,  W. 
Butoher,  Samuel  Henry 
CampbeU,  Rt:  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile.  E.  Hildred 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.  A.  ( Wore. 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Aliston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clynes,  J.  R. 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Ceilings,  Rt.Hn.J.(  Birmingham 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Crooks,  William 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in-Fumoss) 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  \^liam      ^ 


AYES. 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Haddock.  George  B. 

Hardie,J.Keir  (MerthjrrTydvil) 

Hardy,  Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf  *rd ) 

Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Helmsley,  Viscount 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hill.  Sir  Clement 

Hodge.  John 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joynson- Hicks,  William 

Kimber,  Sir  Henry 

King,Sir  Henry  Seymour  (Hull) 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 

Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 

Liong,Col.  Charle8W.(Evesham) 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

M' Arthur,  Charles 

M'Calmont,  Colonel  JameF 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 

Middlemore.JohnThrogmorton 

Moore,  William 

Morrison- Bell,  Captain 

Nield,  Herbert 

O'Grady,  J. 

0*Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 


Pea8e,Herbert  Pike( Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Sc-urrah 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renton,  Leslie 

Richard«,T.F.(Wolverh*mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Sheffield,SirBorkeley  George  D. 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,Waiton) 
Stanicr,  Beville 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Summcrbell,  T. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomson, W.Mitchell.  (I^anark) 
Thome,  WilHam  (West  Ham) 
Thornton,  Percy  M.    ; 
Valcntia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  W.H./Lancaahire) 
Waliond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Wai-de,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wolif,GuKtavWilhclm) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Mildmay  and  Mr.  Hills. 


Aoland,  Francis  Dyke      "1 
Agnevir,  George  William 
AUen,  A.  Acluid  (Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armitage,  R. 
A.Ujkv-  W-  \r 

JUQ\ilth,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Afttbury,  John  Mcir 
BAlfonr.  Robert  ( Lanark) 
Banbury,  Sir  FW«rick  George 
BiM'irig,  Godfrt^y  (I»lo  of  Wight) 
BarkHTt  John 


Btfflo^ 


\ 


NOES. 

Boll,  Richard 

Be  I  lairs,  Carlyon 

Bonn,  W.(T*w'rHamlets,S.  Geo. ) 

Bennett,  E.  X. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethel,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon  )  j 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine*        i 

Black,  Arthur  W.  j 

Bramsdon,  T.  A.  j 

Brigg,  John  j 

Bright,  J.  A.  i 

Brooklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

ar  .T  F.  L.(Lanc8., Leigh) 
.HnSirJ.T<Che8hire 


Z  2 


Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton, Rt .  Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byhs,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Cherry.  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Chun5hill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
dough,  William 
rjobbold,  Felix  Thornley 
(Jollins,  Stephen  (Ijimhijth) 
Collin8.SirWm.J.(S.Pancra»,W 
Compton-Rickctt,  Sir  J. 
Corbett  .C  H  (.SuHscx,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
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Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
CVosfield,  A.  H. 
Cross  ley,  William  J. 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunno,Major  E.Martin(Wal8all 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
GIadstone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
GuUand,  John  W. 
Gurdon,Rt  HnSirW.  Brampton 
Hall,  I-Yederick 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Rossendale 
Haroourt,  Robert  V.( Montrose) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdae) 
Harvey,  W.E.  (Derby  shire,  N.E. 
HaHlam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Holme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  J.  M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry,  C 'harles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G. 
Hornimnn,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Ooffrey 
Hutton,  Alfre<l  Eddison 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris.  T.  H.  W. 
iHaaos,  Rufus  Daniel 
Ja^^kson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
tFardino,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  John  (Oatoshcad) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones.  I^if  (Ai)pleby) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kekewieh,  Sir  CJeorge 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kiiijr,  Alfred  John  (Kniilsford) 
1*1  id  law,  Rolnrt 
LamlxTt.  (.George 
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Lament,  Norman 

Lavland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (E88ex,Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

M*Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crae,  George 

M*Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

^ranfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,G.Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

MuiTay,Capt.Hn  A.C.(Kincard) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Xapier,  T.  B. 

NewnoH,  F.  (Notts,  Bassellaw) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,Charle8  N.(Doncast'r 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paultrm,  .lames  Mellor 

Pearr^e,  llolwrt  (Staffs,  Leek) 

P'arei',  William  (Limehouw?) 

PiekerHgill,  Kdward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard.  Dr. 

Ponsonbv,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.'E.  (Edinb*ch,  Central) 

Priee,  RoluTt.Fohn  (Norfolk.E.) 

Priest  ley.  W.E.  B.(  Bradford.E.) 

Pullar,  Sir  Rf)l.>ert 

Kadfc>rd.(Ml. 

Uaphael,  HerlMTt  H. 

Kea,  Walter  Hussell  (Searboro' 

Pees,  J.  D. 

Ren  lall,  Athclstan 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Pul)ert8,  Charles  H.  (Linelon) 

RolK'rtson,SirG.Seott(  Bradford 

Robinson,  S. 

Rohson,  Sir  William  Snovsdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomns 
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Rogers,  F.  £.  Nawnun^ 
RuiherforcU  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  8.  M.  (Whiiechapel) 
Schawnn,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.E.  (Manchestrr) 
Scott,A.H.(A8htoii-uiiderLyiie 
Sears,  J.  £. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staffod) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  &) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
SUcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackeniie 
Stanley,  AlV.«rt  (Staffs.  N.W .) 
Stanlcy.Hn.  A.Lyulph  (thedi.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  8.  (Mile  End) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badrliffe) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgaii,  E.) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thome,  G.R.(Wolverhampt«ii) 
Tillett,  Iiouis  John 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
I'revelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
VilUers,  Ernest  Amherst 
Vivian,  Henry 
Walker,  H.  Do  R.  (Leicester) 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Wa8on,Rt.Hn.E.(Clackmaniuui 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (C^rkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
Whit«,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White.  Luke  (York,  KR.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whit  taker.  Sir  Thomas  Palmn 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  Woroe^tersh,  N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (SU  Pancras.  &) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

TEIJ.EItB   FOR  THX  NOXS— Ut. 

Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 

Elibank. 


Mr.    ASHLEY    (Lancashire,     Black- 
pool) moved  ail  Amoiidment  to  provide 
that   ill   the   calculation   of   a   person's 
means  there  bhould  be  excluded  any  fli 
not  exceeding  £26  58.  a  year  re< 
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ed  with  equal  force  to  this 
adment.    Solmera  and  sailors  who 

in  receipt  of  pensions  should  not 

those  pensions  taken  into  con- 
ation when  they  were  claiming  old- 
pensions.  There  were  two  special 
ments  in  support  of  the  Amend- 
;  which  he  wished  to  press  on  the 
Lcellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  first 
that  a  soldier's  pension  was  really 
of  his  daily  pay.  He  enlisted  for  a 
kin  period  at  so  much  per  day,  and 
State  said  to  him  that  at  the  end  of 
period  he  would  receive  so  much  by 
of  pension  for  the  rest  of  his  life, 
hought  it  was  rather  unfair  to  take 
account  in  this  connection  the  money 
h  a  soldier  was  entitled  to  receive 
espect  of  services  which  he  had 
ered  to  the  country.  That  was  a 
ig  argument  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
b,  but  there  was  a  stronger,  and  that 
that  every  English  man  or  woman, 
rding  to  the  views  of  every  hon. 
iber,  was  entitled  to  a  pension  of  5s. 
)ek  at  seventy  years  of  age.  What 
bhe  soldier  or  saolor  do  ?    He  under- 

the  liability  of  meeting  dangers 
discomforts  far  in  excess  of  those 
h  the  ordinary  citizen  had  to  face, 
mdertook  to  fight  the  battles  of  his 
try,  to  serve  for  long  periods  in 
talthy  climates,  to  undergo  irksome 
pline,  and  to  risk  his  Ufe  in  the 
.ce  of  his  country.  Therefore,  he  was 
led,  over  and  above  what  civilians 

entitled  to,  to  have  some  extra 
ineration  for  those  services  which  he 
ered   to   the    State.    He   imagined 

under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  any 
ion  which  a  soldier  or  sailor  received 
;he  loss  of  an  arm  or  a  leg  in  the 
ce  of  his  country  would  be  taken 
consideration  in  estimating  whether 
lould  have  an  old-age  pension  or  not. 
;  would  really  be  a  very  hard  case  if 
ras  to  be  debarred  from  receiving  a 
ioiit  if  not  all,  of  the  old-age  pension 
li  other  citizens  were  entitled  to 
fe.  They  were  constantly  hearing  of 
era  and  sailors  going  into  the  work- 
er Thb  ye^r  a  large  sum  of  money 
been  raked  pnvately  to  take  old 
era  and  sailors  oat  of  the  work- 
«.  If  the  C  sellor  of  the 
lequer  could  not  » the  Amend- 

t    in    ltd   entird  »iild  urge 

give    aoii  tion    that 


he  would  meet  the  case  of  the  men 
who  received  extra  pension  in 
respect  of  the  loss  of  an  arm  or  a 
leg  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
At  the  present  moment  very  great 
difl&culty  indeed  was  found  in  recruiting 
for  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  if  it  were 
made  widely  known  throughout  the 
country  that  a  man  who  had  served  his 
country  well  would  receive  a  money 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  limb  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  benefits  would  not 
be  taken  away  when  he  reached  seventy 
years  of  age,  but  that  he  would  receive 
a  pension  of  5s.  a  week,  it  would  not  only 
remove  a  sense  of  injustice  but  would 
have  a  beneficial  effect  on  recruiting. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  7,  after  the  word  '  cash,* 
to  inBert  the  words  *  excluding  any  sum  not 
exceeding  £26  6s.  a  year  received  from  the 
Grown  as  a  pension  for  services  in  the  Imperial 
forces  of  the  Crown.*  " — {Mr.  AsMey.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  spoken  as  if  this  was 
a  Bill  to  deprive  old  soldiers  of  an  old- 
age  pension.  On  the  contrary,  this 
Bill  gave  to  those  old  soldiers,  or  a  vast 
majority  of  them,  the  opportunity  of 
receiving  a  pension  of  5s.  a  week.  There 
would  not  be  many  of  them  who  would 
be  excluded  owing  to  having  an  income 
of  12s.  a  week.  He  had  no  desire  to 
disparage  the  services  of  our  soldiers 
and  sailors,  or  the  manner  in  which  they 
risked  their  lives  for  the  honour  of  the  flag ; 
but  miners  and  sailors  in  the  mercantile 
marine  also  risked  and  sometimes  lost 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
Fortunately  the  loss  was  the  exception, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  become  more  and 
more  the  exception. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  that  the  miner's 
wages  and  the  soldier's  pay  could  not  be 
compared.  The  miner  was  paid  several 
times  as  much  as  the  soldier  or  the 
sailor. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  the 
soldier  and  the  sailor  were  guaranteed 
their  wages  and,  in  certain  cases,  a  pension 
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throughout  life  ;  but  he  was  not  compar- 
ing the  two  cases  at  all.  The  miner  was 
exposed  to  all  sorts  of  accidents,  but  the 
State  did  not  guarantee  a  pension  to  him 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  had  always 
thought  it  a  great  scandal  to  this  country 
that  we  should  allow  men  who  had  fought 
on  many  a  field  of  battle  to  die  in  the 
workhouse.  He  did  not  think  that  any 
Britisher  could  feel  anything  but  a  thrill 
of  shame  that  the  heroes  of  Balaclava, 
for  instance,  should  be  allowed  to  die 
in  the  workhouse.  But  this  Bill  would, 
at  any  rate,  prevent  that  in  the  case 
of  old  soldiers  in  the  future.  There 
would  be  a  guarantee  of  5s.  a  week  to  the 
old  soldier  when  he  attained  the 
age  of  seventy,  in  addition  to  his 
pension  from  the  Army.  Say  that 
his  pension  was  Is.  a  day,  that  would 
be  7s.  a  week,  and  unless  he  received 
something  from  another  source  which 
made  his  income  more  than  the  limit, 
he  would  always  get  his  old-age  pension. 
He  knew  that  there  were  cases  of  hard- 
ship, but  while  he  would  not  for  a  moment 
disparage  the  services  of  the  old  soldier 
or  sailor,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  draw  a  distinction  between  him  and  the 
men  who  served  the  State  in  civilian 
occupations  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  such 
as  minors,  railway  servants,  and  sailors 
in  the  mercantile  marine,  who  had 
likewise  to  scramble  for  a  renewal  of  their 
employ mentjit  might  be  every  six  months, 
or  who,  if  they  met  with  an  accident 
which  disqualified  them  from  work, 
secured  in  most  cases  only  a  little  miser- 
able allowance.  Under  these  conditions 
he  did  not  think  he  would  be  justified 
in  accepting  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  saw"  the  difliculty  in  which  the  Chan- 
rellor  of  the  Excheijuer  was  placed, 
but  he  did  not  think  that  in  his  speech 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  quite  done 
justice  to  the  old  soldier  or  sailor  of  the 
Royal  Navy.  He  woukl  ])ut  to  the  ri^iht 
hon.  Gentleman  two  considerations  which 
he  had  entirely  omitted  from  his  view. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  talked 
about  iha  heavy  casualties  whi<h  certain 
trades  involved,  and  had  quoted  as 
illustrations  miners  and  seamen  of  the 
mercantile  marine.  But  the  State  had 
provided  in  these  cases  that  a  man 
should  receive  compensation  for  injury, 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


or    that    his    relatives   should   leoenn 
compensation  for  his. death  caused  by 
such    injury.    Soldiers    and   saikn  in 
the  servic<3  of  the  Crown  weie,  however, 
excluded  from  the  provision  which  Parlift- 
mont  had  thought  necessary  to  make 
for    civilians    in    such    events.    Again, 
did  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himself  feel  that  the  State  owed  Bome- 
thing  to  those  who  worked  directlyjffor 
it  ?    Parliament  had  abeady  leoopiied 
higher  obligations  to  those  whose  aerv^ 
had  done  something  useful  during  disiz 
life  time  to  the  countiy. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :    Those  pen- 
sions were  granted  for  special 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Qute 
so ;  but  that  destroyed  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  contention  fhat  dure 
was  no  distinction  to  be  drawn  between 
the  members  of  the  military  and  navil 
forces  of  the  Crown  and  civilians^  lib 
miners  and  sailors  of  th^  mercantik 
marine,  who  ran  equal  risks'  and  servel 
the  State  indirectly  in  private  employ- 
ment. He  was  sorry  that  in  connection 
with  this  Bill  they  could  not  do  sane- 
thing  special  for  those  who  served  fte 
State  in  the  forces  of  the  Crown,  either 
in  the  way  proposed  by  his  hon.  friend^ 
or,  as  he  should  have  preferred,  m  die 
direction  of  making  the  old-age  pemiolii 
j  awardable  to  such  people  ratiker  hi^ 
than  those  who  had  given  no  direct 
service  to  the  State.  This  was  not  i 
matter  on  which  he  felt  he  could,  under 
the  circumstances,  press  the  Govemmeai 
very  hard  ;  but  he  could  not  pass  de 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  obsertic 
tions  without  saying  that  they  Bid 
already  recognised  higher  obljgstifloi 
to  those  who  served  the  State  mieelff 
than  to  those  who  served  l3ie  8l^ 
indirectly.  i 


Taptain  CRAIG  wished  to  add  to 
the  appeal  made  by  his  hoia.  frnnd 
in  favour  of  something  being  doue, 
no  matter  how  little,  to  differentiitie 
between  the  ordinary  classes  of  workiai, 
men  who  reached  the  age  of  sevcntj^sna  ' 
t^ose  who  served  in  the  Aniiy,  Nsvy^ 
and  Marino  Forces  of  the  Crown.  Tie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  *aid  that 
he  (lid  not  wish  to  draw  &ny  EAfsif^ 
comparison  between  those  who 
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their  country  directly,  and  those  who  j 
served  their  country  indirectly.  But  | 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  right  hon.  ! 
Gentleman  was  making  an  unfair  com-  i 
parison  between  them  all  the  time.  | 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  point  was  I 
that  miners  accepted  their  employment 
on  certain  conditions,  but  these  condi- 
tions generally  were  very  favourable, 
because  they  received  a  higher  rate  of 
wages  than  any  other  class  in  the  com- 
munity, and  they  had  therefore  a  chance 
of  putting  by  money,  or  joining  friendly 
societies.  But  in  the  case  of  soldiers 
and  sailors  serving  with  the  colours, 
they  were  imable  to  put  by  for  their 
old  age.  In  the  case  of  those  who  were 
recompensed  after  they  had  retired,  that 
was  not  because  they  were  destitute,  but 
because  a  certain  amount  of  pay  was  with- 
held from  them  during  their  service. 
Very  few  firms  in  civil  life  stopped  from 
their  men  pay  which  they  gave  back  in 
the  shape  of  a  money  grant  or  bonus 
when  the  men  left  their  employ.  If  the 
hon.  Member  carried  the  Amendment 
he  would  be  the  best  recruiting  officer 
in  the  kingdom,  because  if  those  who 
desired  to  join  the  military  or  naval 
forces  knew  that  compensation  for  in- 
juiry  received  in  active  service  would 
not  DC  taken  into  consideration  as  part 
of  their  income  for  the  old-age  pension, 
a  better  class  of  men  would  come  for- 
ward. If  these  words  were  added  in 
favour  of  those  who  had  performed  a 
service  for  the  country  it  would  not 
only  be  a  great  incentive  for  them  to  | 
join  the  colours  or  the  Navy,  but , 
have  a  very  material  effect  on  those  j 
who  had  joined.  He  did  not  think  the 
comparison  made  by  the  Chancellor  of ' 
the  Exchequer  between  the  men  in  the  ' 
mercantile  marine  and  the  men  in  the 
Navy  was  a  good  one.  The  services  wore 
vastly  different.  The  right  hon.  Member 
had  said  that  the  former  had  to  scramble 
for  existence,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  thoy 
had  a  choice  which  did  not  exist  in  the 
Navy.  In  the  Navy  a  man  was  always 
under  the  command  of  the  officers,  but 
in  the  mercantile  marine,  if  after  a 
voyage,  a  man  did  not  like  his  ship,  ho 
could  choose  another.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment was  the  same  as  1  objection  to 
manjothsKB.    It^       vl  -%      mable 


this  case  it  would  be  very  slight,  and 
in  any  case  a  slight  modification  of 
the  sugar  duties  would  provide  the 
funds.  One-tenth  of  the  £3,500,000  m 
question  there  would  be  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  Amendment.  The  (Jov- 
ernment  seemed  to  be  afraid  to  make 
any  exception  whatever.  All  who  had 
spoken  from  the  Treasury  Bench  had 
said  it  was  better  to  make  no  exception 
in  this  matter  of  calculating  the  means 
of  those  who  were  to  receive  a  pension. 
But  even  from  that  standpoint  a 
gracious  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  this  particular  class  would 
have  a  very  great  effect  in  the  country. 
If  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  now  repre- 
senting the  Government  took  the  re- 
sponsibility of  accepting  the  Amendment, 
which  he  was  quite  able  to  do,  he  was 
sure  his  action  would  meet  with  the 
highest  approval  of  the  great  bulk  of 
the  community. 

Lord  BALCARRES  thought  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheciuer  had  really 
missed  the  point  of  the  Amendment. 
He  had  comparecl  the  soldier  and 
the  sailor  with  the  ordinary  artisan,  the 
man  in  the  coal-pit  and  the  factory,  and 
the  sailor  in  the  mercantile  marine,  and 
had  said  that  they  had  an  equally  good 
claim  as  ha<l  the  soldier  and  the  sailor. 
With  that,  however,  he  could  not  agree. 
If  a  man  in  a  civil  occupation  lost  his  life, 
his  heirs  received  a  very  substantial  sum 
under  the  Compensation  Acts.  No  such 
benefit  was  reaped  by  the  relatives  of  a 
sohlier  or  a  sailor  who  lost  his  life  in  the 
service  of  the  country.  That  in  itself 
entirely  vitiat(Ml  the  simile  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Iilx(ho([uor.  A  still  more 
cogent  argument  missed  by  the  right  hon. 
(lentlemaii  was  that  tliese  pensions  were 
not  pensions  in  the  sense  that  an  artisan 
received  a  ]>ensi()n  from  a  man  who  had 
employe* I  liini  for  many  years.  Ninety 
])er  cent,  of  thes<^  pensions  was  deferred 
pay.  The  on  Unary  soldier  was  compelled 
to  submit  to  a  certain  reduction  of  his 
iliiily  j)ay  f<»r  the  purposes  of  the  ])erision 
tluit  was  giveii  to  liim,  and  tlie  fact  that 
he  received  deferred  ]);iy  at  the  immI  of  his 
life  entitled  liim  to  he  inclu<led  in  the 
category  of  thrifty,  just  as  much  as  the 
man  who  derived  his  deferred  pay  from  a 
friendly  society.  AVhen  the  right  hon. 
Qentieman  said  that  a  soldier,  because 
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he  had  Is.  a  day,  was  to  have  a  reduced 
peusioii,    he    was    unjust,  because   that 
man   was  only    getting  the   money   he 
had    earned,    which     he     would    have 
earned,    and    could     have    spent, 
he  been  in  a  civil  occupation.     It  was 
an    error   to   suppose    that   all  soldiers 
received   only   Is.   a   day  pension,   and 
would  receive  5s.  a  week  later  on.     There 
were  a  large  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers    and    soldiers    who    had    special 
compensation      for      disablement      and 
wounds    who    received    the    sum    men- 
tioned    in     the     Amendment.     If    this 
pension  was  of  right  a  reward  for  services 
rendered    to    the    community,    then    he 
submitted  that  those  soldiers  and  sailors 
had  served  the  community  just  as  much 
as  the   man   who   had   been   in   a   civil 
avocation.     He    could    not    understand 
why  this  Amendment  was  refused,  unless 
it  was  the  serious  underlying  cost. 


{COMMONS}  Pensuma  BUL  6tt 

chequer,  which  was  that  if  be  accepted 
it  it  would  be  difficult  to  refuse  othci 
Amendments.    He  did  not  agree  witli  it, 
but  he  accepted  that  statement.    But  i 
had  i  great  hardship  was  entailed  on  the  mu 
who  received  a  weekly  sum  of  money 
because  he  had  lost  a  limb  or  had  bea 
incapacitated    by    wounds    received  ia 
the  service  of  his  country.    A  man  rto 
had  lost  his  leg  in  the  Crimea  wouM  1« 
arriving  at  the  age  when  he  would  le- 
ceive  a  pension  under   this  Bill.   Bit 
he  was  to  get  no  advantage  out  of  tta 
money  he  received  from  the  Gk)venimeiit 
for  his  wound.    That  was  to  be  tskai 
into  consideration  by  the  Excise  offim 
in  allocating  the  pension.    It  was  veiy 
hard  that  he  should  not  have  the  old- 
age  pension  in  addition  to  the  amount 
received  from  the  Government  for  th 
loss  of  a  limb. 


Mr.  ASHLKY  said  that  now  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  present 
he  wished  to  put  a  particular  point 
before  him,  as  he  was  the  person  respon- 
sible for  the  Navy.  He  could  conceive 
the  Government  refusing  to  accept  his 
Amendment  in  its  entirety  for  the  reason 
given    by    the    Char.cellcjr    of    the    Ex- 


Mr.  MYER  (Lambeth,  N.)  said  tb 
scheme  of  old-age  pensions  was  for  thoK 
who  were  unprovided  for,  and  thatvM 
the  Answer  to  that  Question. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  68 ; 
Noes,  278.     (Division  List  No.  )§IL) 
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Arkwri^ht.  .loliii  Staiiho])C 
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f,  John  Joseph 
id,  J.  W. 

h,  William 
s,  J.  R. 

»ld,  Felix  Thorniey 
8,  Stephen  (I^mbeth) 
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{30  June  1908} 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  Hn  Sir  W.Brampton 

Gw3mn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ro88endale 

Harcourt, Robert  V.  (Montrose) 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffork) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  Duncan 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hcxlge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hooper,  A.  G. 
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Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampt'n 
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Walsh,  Stephen 
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PensioHtSiU, 


ea 


White,  Luke  (York,  E.B.) 
White,  Pifttrick  (Heath,  Knft) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  Jnhn  Hmey  (Hiii^| 
Whittaker.  Sir  ThomM  ^bv 
Wiles,  Thorn  aft 
Williams,  J.  (Gkmorgui) 
Wilson,  Joha  (DurhJin,  Ui) 
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Winfrey,  R, 
Wood,  T.  M'Kimion. 

Tku^ebs  fob  TBI  Non-4k 
Joseph  Bsaoe  and  Miiteif 
Elibank. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAJ^IBERLAIN  said 
he  rose  to  move  au  Amendment  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  earlier  and  which 
would  place  him  in  the  peculiar  position 
of  making  a  proposition  which  would  be 
accepted  by  the  Government.  He  was 
sorry  neither  the  Prime  Minister  nor  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  both  of 
whom  were  present  at  the  earlier  portion 
of  the  debate,  was  present  now.  He 
moved  to  exclude  from  the  purview 
of  the  pension  committee  "  any  sums 
payable  as  a  premium  of  insurance 
against  sickness,  death,  or  funeral  ex- 
penses." The  Amendment  arose  out  of 
a  discussion  they  had  at  the  beginning 
of  the  afternoon  on  what  constituted 
income.  In  rejecting  the  proposal  to 
add  the  word  *'  net "  before  "  income," 
the  Prime  Minister,  answering  a  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester, 
said  that  any  premium  paid  by  workmen 
for  insurance  against  death  would  not  be 
considered  as  part  of  a  man's  income  for 
the  purpose  of  this  section.  He  based 
that  argument  upon  the  analogy  of  the 
reduction  allowed  for  life  insurance 
from  income  for  the  purpose  of  Income - 
Tax  Assessment.  Personally,  he  did 
not  think  the  analogy  of  the  Income- 
Tax  Act  couM  be  imported  into  this  Act 
boc.aiisc  tlio  Inc.onio-Tiix  Act  had  that 
(».x(M«j)l itm  iiiulrr  sjXM'ial  statutorv  pro- 
vision, wliirh  w.iM  not  n'|)r:iti'(l  in  this 
Ar.t.  Tin-  iiiMii.  ilini  comM  1)0  said 
ii.|^]Liii.il.  Ill  it  |iiil  111  lilt  |M'itp(is:il  was 
tltit.  it.  u.if.  iiol   III  1 1. -.in,  ImiI   I  he  l*rinu' 

Miniittrr  v\i>illil  nol  •nnl  iiiiijil  rmt  I'on- 
tc.iiil  lli.il.  I  III  •iii-iii>f.",  Ill  till-  Inr.ftnir- 
Tiix     Act     ooiilil     In-    I .^lllll|l•<|    to    that 

Iiirp[(^       Mllfj        IllOlIt      IHIIIllllOli       I  ilMll       of       t  lu) 

p.iyiii<-iil  of  iKiiiiM  III! lit  wiM^lily  |ii'omium 


in  order  to  ensure  the  person  i^ijait 
sickness  or  to  cover  funeral  exptniA  ^ 
He  said  that  it  was  the  intention  clii 
Government  to  exclude  all  thoet  pif 
ments,  and  he  (Mr.  Chamberliiit)  ues- 
fore  moved  to  put  into  the  etaMi 
what  was  the  intention  o{  tib  '* 
Government. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  7,  after  the  word  *a^ 
ing,'  to  insert  the  words  *auy  sums  pajabfeii 
a  premium  of  insurance  agaiost  siQloiMs^dMi^  | 
or  funeral  expenses,  eto/  " — [Mr.  AtM  ' 
Chamberlain,) 

Question  proposed,  ^^  That  th»  mrii 
proposed  be  there  inserted/' 

The  first  LORD  Op  m 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  McKenna,  !» 
mouthshire,  N.)  said  he  was  sonf  to 
disagree  with  the  explanation  of  tb 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  waa  impcnli 
for  the  Government  to  accept  the  AiPiit' 
ment.  If  this  particular  form  of 
tion  were  included  in  the  Bill  the 
would  be  to  exclude  from  the  conridni- 
tion  of  the  pension  committeei  ^ 
other  expenditure  of  a  aimilBX  kni 
which  ought  properly  to  be  bhi 
into  account  and  deducted  from  4i 
totnl  income  of  the  recipient.  Dfli 
was,  also,  a  particular  objeetiii 
to  the  words  of  the  right  hm, 
(uMitleman's  Amendment  an  their  meiil, 
T.iko  the  case  of  a  man  who  paid 
wliiili  was  only  a  moderate  finro, 
iiisiiiaiice  against  deatt>  fmieral  ejcj 
and  siikness. 


Mr. 
That  1 
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..    I  am  talking  of  a  man  who  had 
it  all  along. 

McKENNA  said  an  applicant 
Ad  for  a  long  period  of  time  insured 
it  death  had  an  asset  of  very  con- 
ble  value — a  realisable  ass^t — and 
«e  was  certainly  not  one  of  hard- 
irhich  should  be  dealt  with  under 
ill.  He  was  a  possessor  of  property, 
salisable  value  at  the  age  of  seventy 
.  insurance  against  death  in  any 
mce  oflSce  was  considerable. 

.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
he  right  hon.  Grentleman's  pardon, 
giving  a  new  interpretation  to  the 
B.  Does  he  mean  that  a  policy  of 
ance  against  death,  being,  as  he 
valuable  property,  is  such  property 
•8  contemplated  in  subsection  (c) 
ight  bring  in  yearly  income  and 
1,  therefore,  have  to  be  taken  into 
int? 

u  McKENNA  said  he  was  not  at  the 
ent  si^ng  anything  which  had  any 
on  to  subsection  (c),  because  they 
not  discussing  subsection  (c). 
>tless  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
1  be  able  to  raise  that  point  on  sub- 
Mi  (c)  and  ask  whether  that  would 
I  item  of  property,  and  no  doubt  his 
luity  would  enable  him  to  suggest 
7  other  difficult  questions  as  to  what 
and  what  did  not  constitute  pro- 
r.  But  dealing  with  this  particular 
ndment,  the  case  of  the  old  appli- 
who  must  have  at  least  15s.,  was  not 
)e  calling  for  the  special  commisera- 
of  the  Committee,  and  they  could 
make  reductions  whereby  he  would 
ititled  to  an  additional  5s.  An  old 
leant  earning  1 58.  a  week  and  pa\  me, 
luch  for  insurance,  if  he  lost  his 
ir  of  earning  through  sickness,  would 
ntly  receive  a  pension. 

I.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  No. 
lUst  be  calculated  on  his  income  for 
year. 

B.  McKENNA  said  the  Bill  did  not 
ttokt,  except  in  the  absence  of  ether 
M.cl  Mcertaining  the  income.  If 
" "  >  to  oDtpin  an  income  of  over 
r  the  whole  year  he  wos  not 
»  U      r  the  limitations 


of  the  present  Bill,  to  receive  a  pengion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  asking 
that  these  pensions  should  be  given  to  a 
class  of  persons  who  were  much  better  off 
than  many  people  who  were  excluded, 
and  it  brought  them  always  back  again 
to  the  same  question  that  where  they  had 
a  limited  amount  of  money  it  was  not  fair 
to  spend  it  upon  persons  who  were  less 
proper  claimants,  when  they  necessarily 
excluded  those  who  had  a  greater  claim. 
On  these  two  grounds,  that  these  words 
would  be  a  direction  to  the  pension  com- 
mittees which  would  exclude  their  power 
of  making  allowances  in  every  case  where 
allowances  ought  properly  to  be  made, 
and  that  they  affected  a  class  of  persons 
who,  prima  fade,  ought  not  to  receive 
pensions  when  others  were  necessarily 
excluded,  he  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  not  be  pressed  further. 

♦Mr.  GOULDING  said  that  during  the 
whole  of  these  discussions  he  had  never 
heard  such  an  extraordinary  answer 
given  to  a  reasonable  proposal.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  as  if  he 
had  never  had  any  access  at  all  to  friendly 
societies,  and  knew  nothing  about  the 
class  of  men  who  joined  them.  He 
started  with  a  person  with  158.  a  week, 
who  would  be  excluded,  in  the  first  place, 
and  then  said  he  would  be  pajring  Ss. 
a  week  to  a  sick  and  death  fund  in  a 
friendly  society.  To  add  to  his  ignorance 
of  the  whole  thing,  he  said  that  this 
asset  the  individual  could  put  up 
for  sale  by  auction.  It  was  a  farce  to 
treat  the  whole  proposal  in  that  way. 
Everyone  knew  perfectly  well  that  when 
payments  were  discontinued  the  whole 
asset  went  back  to  the  institution. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  This  is  not  limited 
to  friendly  societies. 

*Mr.  GOULDING  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  playing  with  words. 
The  class  of  persons  who  came  under 
the  Bill  were  not  those  who  joined 
the  great  insurance  companies  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  join. 
They  were  talking  of  the  insurance 
and  friendly  and  thrift  societies  which 
were  accessible  to  these  individuals  in 
the  villages  and  towns  with  which  they 
were  connected^  All  these  cases  were 
of  people  who  had  contributed  against 
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sickness  and  death  for  years  before 
they  reached  the  age  of  seventy.  He 
would  like  the  right  hon.  Crentleman 
to  quote  any  case  of  an  individual  of 
seventy  years  of  age  joining  a  friendly 
society  for  the  first  time  for  sickness  and 
for  death  insurance.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  treated  this  case  at  all 
fairly.  Early  in  the  evening  an  Amend- 
ment was  moved  from  his  own  side 
of  the  House  to  insert  "net"  income. 
They  were  told  that  was  too  vague 
and  uncertain,  and  would  not  be  under- 
stood. Now  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
picked  out  words  which  actually  met 
and  covered  the  identical  case  they 
w^ere  asking  to  meet,  namely,  that  of 
individuals  who  had  done  everything  in 
their  power  in  the  exercise  of  thrift 
so  as  to  provide  against  sickness  and 
death,  and  that  the  contributions 
they  had  made  should  be  deducted  and 
should  not  be  classed  as  income.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  would 
give  some  further  answer.  He  had 
not  touched  at  all  the  question  of  the 
sliding  scale  which  had  practically  been 
adopted,  though  whether  a  pensioner 
was  placed  in  the  Is.,  2s.,  3s.,  4s., 
or  5s.  category  depended  on  whether 
such  a  policy  was  accounted  an  asset. 
Unless  they  got  some  satisfactory  answer 
he  hoped  his  right  hon.  friend  would  go 
to  a  division. 

Captain  CRAIG  said  he  would 
like  to  deal  with  another  aspect  of 
the  case.  His  hon.  friend  had  treated 
it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  smaller 
friendly  society  and  insurance  company, 
but  he  would  like  to  meet  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  on  his  own  ground, 
because,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  unless 
some  such  words  as  these  were  inserted 
in  the  section,  it  simply  meant  that  every 
policy-holder  would  have  to  surrender 
his  policy  ininiediately  the  Bill  came 
into  force  if  he  wished  to  benefit, 
because  if  a  man  had  insured  his  life  in 
one  of  the  larger  insurance  companies 
and  had  paid  premiums  during  the  last 
thirty  or  forty  years  the  Commissioners 
would  immediately  say  :  "I  understand 
you  have  a  policy  on  your  life  for  £40().  [ 
It  is  true  you  began  when  a  boy,  and  | 
only  j)ay  a  small  premium,  but  the 
value  is  £300  and  we  must  put  4  per 
cent,  on  that,  and  de'^'       •*  from  the  i 

Mr.  GouUdng. 


amount  on  which  your  pensbn  ii  foh 
calculated."  A  moze  aoiiowfol  state  rf 
things  could  not  exist.  The  light  in. 
Gentleman  said  the  GoYemmentludi^ 
the  funds,  and  it  would  be  far  better  if  h 
had  given  that  as  his  exonse  rather  thi 
entered  into  details  which  did  not  kH 
water  at  all  from  any  business  point  ri, 
view.  If  he  had  said  his  instnctiH 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiuez"— 

The  CHAIRUAN :  The  hon.  HemliK 
has  already  referred  to  that  on  piem 
Amendments,  and  we  are  dealing  im 
simply  with  the  question  of  pnmim 
on  insurance. 

Captain  CRAIG  said  he  would  » 
mediately  stop,  only  they  had  diftml 
Cabinet  Ministers  in  charge  of  the  IB 
at  every  step  they  took,  and.  uoia^ 
that,  but  they  had  had  difiennt  et 
planations  of  this  particukr  clauae  bn 
every  Minister  who  took  charge  of  it 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Yes,  but  the  1 
Member  must  remember  that  we  aniot 
dealing  with  the  clause  but  with  tti 
Amendment. 


Captain  CRAIG  said  he  had 
finished.      He   did  not  think  the  B(^ 
hon.    Gentleman's   explanation  wii  it 
all  satisfactory,  and  if  his  right 
friend   went   to   a   division   he 
certainly  follow  him. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  ail 

that  after  the  announcement  of  the  ¥a^  I 
Lord  he  must  take  a  division.  He  vh 
not  wedded  to  his  own  words  if  the  mm 
result  could  be  attained  by  other  rail 
which  pleased  the  Government 
or  if  the  Government  gave  a 
promise  that  under  the  regulations 
they  had  to  frame  this  point  should  ti 
covered.  But  the  First  Lord  of  tti 
Admiralty  refused  to  enter  on  its  madti 
but  merely  on  the  words.  If  he  meut 
that  he  woidd  accept  other  words  he  Si 
not  sa}  so.  , 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  No,  I  cannot  u} 
1  will  accept  other  words  until  I  M 
them,  but  I  say  on  the  merits  of  then 
words,  which  are  not  in  the  least  eoi- 
fiiied  to  friendly  societies  bnt  com  all  ' 
cases  of  insurance  by  any   pemi  ii 
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f  aodety,  that  their  acceptance 
dd  not  be  considered.  I  gave  another 
nind  for  non-acceptance  of  these  or 
lihr  words  that  they  would  be  binding 
iha  pension  committee. 

iia.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
■btad  whether  they  would  prevent 
I  oommittce  from  making  allowances 
kk  they  certainly  ought  to  make. 
07  had  discussed  certain  allowances 
ieli  they  ought  to  make  on  the  question 
B0t  income,  and  these  it  was  explained 
'  the  Prime  Minister  were  not  income 
aH.  The  outgoings  on  cottage  property, 
tjnttance,  were  no  part  of  the  income 
HA  cottage  property.  If  the  Bill  was 
fc  as  it  stood  it  would  not  be  within 
I  discretion  of  the  pension  authority 

exclude  those  payments  from  their 
■■deration  of  a  man's  means.  That 
b  quite  clear.  When  a  Govern - 
■it  saw  that  a  good  point  was 
bed,  and  they  wished  to  meet  it,  al- 
mgh  they  were  unable  to  accept  the 
oticular  form  of  words,  the  usual 
me  was  for  the  Govenmient  to 
iflertako  to  bring  up  words  of  their  own, 
Med  after  consultation  with  the  Govern- 
Kt  draughtsman.  The  right  hon. 
Mikman  had  said  that  these  words  were 
IpMrible,  but  he  might  produce  as 
H17  possible  alternatives  as  he  liked, 
id  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
illd  always  say  that  he  had  no  skill  in 
■King,  and,  therefore,  he  could  not 
xept  those  alternatives.  The  right 
In.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  he  was 
biding  for  something  more  to  bo  given 
iflie  people  who  must  be  comparatively 
lO  oS,and  on  that  ground  he  had  ob- 
M  to  his  Amendment.  Now  what  was 
i  proposal  ?  It  was  simply  what  the 
ime  ICnister  himself  had  declared  to  he 
i  intention  of  the  Government.  He 
I  not  want  to  be  disagreeable  to 
aisters  who  were  satisfying  the  needs 
tinmanity,  but  it  was  intolerable  that 
I  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  should 
tie  down  now  when  the  Prime  Minister 
1  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were 
aporarily  absent,  and  not  having  heard 
at  the  Prime  Minister  had  said  earlier 

the  debate,  practically  rule  out 
At  the  Prime  Minister  had  deliberately 
•ted  was  the  intention  of  the  Govem- 
mt.  He,  therefore,  appealed  to  the 
•vemment  to  carry  out  the  declared 


intention  of  the  Government  as  expressed 
by  the  Prime  Minister.  He  put  it  to  the 
Solicitor-General  that  if  he  meant  to  be 
helpful  he  could  go  to  the  Government 
draughtsman  and  get  words  which  would 
carry  out  the  intention  without  the 
objections  to  which  it  was  said  the 
Amendment  was  open.  He  appealed  to 
the  Solicitor-General  who  was  present 
when  the  Prime  Minister  spoke  earlier 
in  the  evening  to  confirm  the  statement 
he  had  made. 

The  solicitor-general  (Sir  S. 
Evans,  Glamorganshire,  Mid.)  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
be  serving  his  purpose  well  by  pressing 
for  the  inclusion  of  these  words, 
because  by  a  maxim  well  known  to  the 
law  if  they  included  one  exception  of 
this  kind  it  would  be  the  only  excep- 
tion they  could  make.  He  understood 
the  Prime  Minister  to  say  that  in  his 
view  in  arriving  at  a  man's  income, 
premiums  of  this  kind  would  be  deducted 
on  the  analogy  of  the  income-tax  pro- 
visions. The  danger  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  that  the  pension  society  would 
be  instructed  that  they  must  make  this 
one  deduction  and  that  would  exclude 
them  from  making  any  other  deductions. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  press  this  Amendment  to  a  division. 

Sir  E.  CARSON  said  that  in  some 
respects  the  speech  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  was  entirely  satisfactory.  If 
he  could  agree  with  him  that  the  Bill 
allowed  the  deductions  spoken  of,  then 
he  thought  the  answer  would  be 
satisfactory.  He  could  not  see,  however, 
where  the  Solicitor-General  founded  the 
rij^ht  to  allow  these  deductions  in  the 
words  of  the  Bill.  The  Government  said 
that  this  was  to  be  excluded  from  the 
calculation  of  income,  but  they  refused 
to  put  it  in  the  Bill.  Was  that  not  a 
very  small  matter  ?  What  they  had 
arrived  at  was  that  in  calculating  an 
income  under  the  Bill  they  were  to  deduct 
this  contribution  for  insurance  against 
sickness  and  for  funeral  expenses,  and 
why  on  earth  should  they  not  be  able  to 
put  that  into  the  Bill  ?  That  was  all  they 
asked  for.  Did  the  Solicitor-General 
mean  to  tell  them  that  the  resources  of 
drafting  were  not  equal  to  putting  in 
a  proviso  allowing  this  deduction,  and 
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at  the  same  time  allowing  other  matters 
to  l>e  deducted  which  ought  to  be 
deducted.  He  was  not  a  draughtsman, 
but  he  knew  there  were  many  Acts  of 
Parliament  which  gave  them  a  lead  in  the 
Act.  He  suggested  that  the  Amendment 
should  read  ''  excluding  among  other 
matters.''  Any  person  acquainted  with 
the  consideration  of  statutes  would  then 
see  that  it  had  an  indication  that  not 
only  were  they  to  deduct  premiums  for 
inHuranco  and  funeral  expenses,  but  any 
other  matter  of  a  like  character  that 
ought  to  be  deducted.  The  matter  was 
jMjrifectly  plain  and  simple.  If  they 
wanted  to  give  a  lead  to  this  greatlmperial 
officer  who  was  to  be  a  kind  of  appellant 
tribunal  from  the  Law  Officers  and 
everybody  else,  then  they  should  accept 
his  suggestion.  There  was  another  objec- 
tion whi(;h  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
made  to  this  proposal.  He  said  that  the 
words  ])roposcd  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
were  too  uide,  and  were  not  confined  to 
friendly  societies.  Only  about  an  hour 
ago  tlioy  had  almost  a  scene  in  the  House 
because  something  was  too  narrow.  It 
would  be  far  better  for  the  Government 
to  be  candid  and  honest  with  the  House 
of  ('ommons  and  tell  them  plainly  that 
they  did  not  mean  these  things  to  bo 
do<lucted.  It  would  be  far  better  for  the 
(Jovernment  to  say  :  '*  We  have  only  got 
a  <«».rtaiii  amount  of  money  for  the  pur- 
p()s<jH  of  the  liill.  We  have  never  thought 
over  all  these  difficulties,  and  we  must 
Kti<'k  to  the  Bill."  Right  hon.  Gentlemen 
knew  perfectly  well  that  if  they  wanted 
to  make  these  matt'Ors  clear  on  the  face 
of  the  Hill,  they  could  do  so  in  five 
minutes  by  consulting  the  draughtsman. 

Mu.  AUSTKN  (UL\MBEULAIN  said 
ihat  in  order  to  mwt  the  difficulty  he 
wonlil  iisk  leave  to  withdraw  the  Aniend- 
luent  in  order  to  move  it  in  a  new  form. 

Amendment,  by  leavi',  withdrawn. 

Amenilinent  proposed-  - 

•Mm  pa^e  3,  line  7,  after  tho  won  I 
•exelmlinj;  t  o  insort  t  ho  words  *  amoii>{  other 
mat  tors  any  MuniA  payahle  lu*  a  proiiiiuiu  uf 
iiianrance  apiin^t  HiVkiiess.  tleaih,  funeral 
exjwnses,  ami/'*-  (Mr.  Aujtfen  i%imfH:rl(nn.) 

Question  proj)o«ed,  **  That  tho>o  words 
be  there  insert ihJ." 

^*/f  K,  Carsotu 


Mb.  RAWLINSON  said  that  Beh^ 
who  lead  tite  aaboectioii  conld  diril 
that  insurance  premimoa  would  noth 
deducted  from  a  man'a  incomeL  lb 
word  "income"  had  been  eontiDM^ 
defined  in  legal  matters  as  the  amoBt 
of  money  that  came  into  a  person's  poehL 
Could  anybody  say  that  a  man*8  warn 
was  so  much  a  year  unless  there  vui 
provision  in  the  Bill  allowing' Um  H 
deduct  the  payments  made  for  pnmioi 
against  siclmess  or  death  ?  He  ventni 
to  say  that  the  Bill  would  be  nnworfalb 
without  such  a  provision.  If  that  la 
so,  surely,  if  the  Grovemment  wmk 
these  deductions  to  be  made,  wordiov^ 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  that  efltcL 

He  expressed  no  opinion   as  to 

these  deductions  should  be  made  €t  Ml 
All  he  wanted  to  make  clear  was  diit 
less  these  words  were  put  in,  no  p9L^ 
officer  would  have  the  slightest  i^ 
to  make  these  deductions. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  said  it  was  dan 
from  what  his  hon.  and  learned  fdai' 
had  said  that  on  the  words  of  the 
no  deductions  could  be  made  in 
of  payments  of  insurance 
He  was  a  layman,  and  he  did' not 
to  go  deeply  into  the  questi<»,  for  tti 
contest  in  this  matter  was  betiM  tM 
lawyers,  but  he  thought  the  Selial»> 
General  might  attempt  to  reply  to  k» 
hon.  and  learned  fnend.  Then  m 
obviously  doubt  and  difficulty  ia  tb 
matter.  The  whole  Committee  vn 
agreed  that  what  they  wanted  to  aafa- 
stand  was  what  was  the  actual  ioMm 
which  a  man  possessed,  and  which  knt 
able  to  dispose  of  from  week  to  imL 
When  he  suggested  that  the  word  ''imi- ' 
able  "  might  be  inserted  the  SofiHtar 
(reneral  was  dumb  on  that  point  b 
last  Parliament  when  sitting  inOffot- 
tion  the  hon  and  learned  QentlenssiM 
never  wanting  in  arguments  oa.MJ 
point. 

♦The    CHAIRMAN:    WiU   the  \m. 
Member  speak  to  the  Amendment t 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  said  then  Ml 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  die;i«dl 
in  the  Bill.  The  Committee  afpoml 
to  be  unanimous  that  income  akoioll  W* 
clear  available  income  fcnr  tiie  pnpM 
of  week  to  week  paymenti.    In  visv  of 
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.onbt,  and  of  the  fact  that  this 
•  could  not  be  brought  up  on 
:,  he  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
snior  Minister  present,  to  give 
lurance  that  the  first  subsection 
dealt  with  money  matters  would  be 
ered  on  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill. 

PIKE  PEASE  (DarUngton)  asked 
»  the  pension  committee  would 
to  define  what    income    was,  or 


whether  there  would  be  a  standard  by 
which  they  would  define  what  income  was. 

Mr.McKENNA  said  it  would  be  for 
the  pension  committee  to  define  what 
income  was. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  83 ; 
Noes,  298.     (Division  List  No.  151.) 


.Hood,Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F 
/her-Gray,  Major 
9^ht»  John  Stanhope 
For8ter,Rt.Hn.HughO. 

W.  W. 
68  Lord 

,RtHn.  A.  J.(City  Lond.) 
y,Sir  Frederick  George 
Capt.Hn.G.(Winohe8ter 
B.T.(Londonderry,  N.) 
I,  Sir  Arthur 
,  G.  Stewart 
T  William  James 
^Coutts,  W. 
)11,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
£.  Hildred 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
leorge 

Ivelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
>rd  R.  (Marylebone,  £.) 
>rlain,RtHn.J.A.(Worc. 
Major  E.F.(Lewi8ham) 
le,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
;,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm*gham) 
,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
)pe,  G.  Loyd 
aptainjame8(  Down,  E. ) 
?irHenry  g 

s,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 


AYES. 

I)  uncan,Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants, W.) 
Fell,  Arthnr 

Gooch.Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  JamesFitzalan(Sheffield ) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,RtHon.Sir  JohnH. 
Kerry  Earl  of 

King,SirHenrySeymour  (Hull) 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dnlwich) 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.Lt.Col.A.R. 
Long.Col.Charles  W.(Evesham) 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Moore,  William 
Morrison- Bell,  Caf  tiin 
Nield,  Herbeit 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 


Pea8e,HerbertPike(Darlingt)n 
Powell,  Sir  Fi  anois  ShMrp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,John  FrederickP^l 
•Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,S.(Sheffield,  Ecolesall) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smith,F.E.(LiverpooU  Walton) 
Stanier,  Beville 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (StaflTsh. 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfViUniv. 
Thomson,  W.Mitohell-(Lanark) 
Tuke,  Sir  John  BaUy 
Walker,Col.W.H.(Lanoa8hir<9; 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent^Iid.) 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wolff,  Gnstav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George  ' 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Viscount  Valcntia  and  Mr. 
Forstcr. 


m,  William  (Cork,N.E.) 
Francis  Dyke 
obartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
George  William 
:Jharle8  P.  (Stroud) 
ge,  R. 

jr,  John  Meir 
',  Robert  (Lanark) 
,  John 

,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
,  Percy  (Bedford) 
,  G.  N. 

ledmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 
amp,  E. 
L  Cecil 
ichard 
J,  Carlyon 

ir.(T'w'rHamlet8,S.GJeo. 
t,  E.N. 
;e,  T.  H.  D. 

,SirJ.H(E88ex,Romrrd 
^T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 


NOES. 

Black,  Arthur  W. 
Boland,  John 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brimnor,J.F.L.(I^ncK., Leigh) 
Brunner,RtHnSirJ.T(( 'heshire) 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton.Rt.  Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cawley,  Sir  Frcdorick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Aliston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clcland,J.W 


aough,  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collin8,SirWm.  J(S.Piincras,W . 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett,C.H.(Suss*x,E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S* 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 
I  Crcmer,  Sir  William  Randal 
i  Crooks,  William 
I  Crosfield,  A.  H. 
;  Crossley,  William  J. 
:  Davies,  Ellis  William  (Bifion) 

DavicH,  M.Vaughan-(Cardigan) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Devlin,  Joseph 
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Dcwor,  Arthur  (Ec^inburgh,  S.) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumess 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne, Maj  orE.  Mart  in(Wal8al  1 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Ffronch,  Peter 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fuller,  John  Michhel  F. 

Fullcrton.  Hugh 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

GuUand,  John  W. 

Gurdon.RtHn.Sir  W.Brampton 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,Rt.  Hn.L(Rossendale 

Harcourt, Robert  V.  (Montrose) 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Ocil  B.  (Worc'r) 

Hnrm8worth,R.L.(Caithn*HS-Hh 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  (J.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Ha  slam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Hawortli,  Arthur  A. 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.  M.  ( Aberdeen  ,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,Col.Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hodge,  .John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hornimau.  Kmslio  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  ( -larendon 

IdVis.  T.  H.  W. 

Illinj^worth,  Percy  H. 

Jackson,  K.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gatoslicad) 

.Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  ix?if  (A]>pl(;by) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Kearlcy,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kell«;y,  George  1). 

Kinji,  Alfretl  John  (Knutfford) 

Laidlaw,  Bol>ert 
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Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hush  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-^arratt,  Francis 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,A.Levy(Es8ex,Harwich) 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(FalkirkB'gh8) 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac  Veagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S. ) 

MacVeigh,Charle8(Donegal,E. ) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  George 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks.G.  CYoydon(Launce8ton) 

Massie,  J. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,PatrickA.(Queen*8Co.) 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Murr  ay  ,Capt.  Hn  A.C.  ( Kincard. 

Murray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nafuer,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Nottfl,  Bassetlaw) 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,CharlesN.(DoneaRt'r 

Xorman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  (!ecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

( )'  Brien,Kendal(Tip|x»ra  ryMid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkennv) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Dohertv,  Philij) 

O'Donnel'l.  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

()*Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  T^ek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Philipps,('ol.Ivor(S'thampton) 

Philli})s,  .John  (Longford.  S.) 

Piokers^ill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie.  ].)un(?an  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Power.  Patrick  Joseph 

Priee,C.E.(  Kdinburgh,Central) 

Pri.>e.RobertJohn  (Norfolk  E.) 

Priest  lev.  Art  hur(GranthHm ) 

l*riestley,W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
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Radf  ordy  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  K. 
Rea,WalterBiiMel)(Scarboro') 
Redmond,  John  E.(\Vaterford) 
Rees,  J.  D.  ^     ^ 

Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards/r.F.  (Wolverh^nkptn 
Richardaon,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charlen  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DenblghB.) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott{  Bradfrd 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whit^hapel) 
Scarisbriok,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.E.  (Manchester) 
Scott,  A.  H.  ( Ashton-under-Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seaverns,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitriin,S. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,Albert  (Staffs.  X.  W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (ChoL) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUffe^ 
Thomas, Abel  (Carmarthen.  £.) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred(3Ierthyr) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thorne,G.R.(WoIverhampton) 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson.  Jamea 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  IkL 
Toulmin,  George 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John(Stokc-upon  -Trent) 
Wardle,  George  J. 
V/aring,  Walter 
Wason,  John  Cat  heart  (Orkner) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartonshiK) 
White,  Luke  (York,  K  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Wliitehead,  Rowkuid 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifitf ) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
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Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
H^bon,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
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Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.X. 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
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Teijers  fok  the  Noks— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Mr.      WILLIAM       RUTHERFORD  ; 

(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  moved  as  an  | 
Amendment    to    substitute    the    word 
'•  receivable  "  for  the  word  **  payable  "  i 
in  thp  first  subsection  of  the  clause.      He 
did  8u  in  order  to  make  sense  of  the  sub- 
section and  probably  carry  out  what  was 
intended,  because  it  was  obvious  that  the  , 
persons    mentioned    in    the    subsection 
would  receive  and  not  pay  any  sum  on 
ftccount  of  an  old-age  pension  under  the 
Bill.      It  was  quite  clear  that  a  mistake  \ 

liad  been  made  in  regard  to  the  word.      | 

I 

Amendment  proposed —  ' 

**  In  page  3,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  pay- 
able,' and  insert  the  word  '  receivable.'  " — 
(Mr,  W.  Rutherford.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  word 
•  payable '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  L.  HARCOURT  said  it  might  be 
interesting  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
pointed  out  that  a  sum  receivable  by  one 
man  must  be  obviously  payable  by 
mnother.  He  saw  no  8bjection  to  the 
Amendment. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  CRAIG  moved  an  Am*»nd- 
ment  providing  that  account  should  be 
taken  of  the  "  average  "  income  received. 
He  thought  that  the  subsection  (6)  as  it 
stood  would  in  some  cases  act  rather  un- 
fairly. Suppose  that  owing  to  the  re- 
ceipt by  a  pensioner  of  a  small  windfall 
in  one  year,  and  perhaps  the  promise  that 
something  would  be  done  for  him  the 
next  year,  the  position  of  the  pensioner 
might  be  endangered,  and  unless  the 
word  "  average  "  was  inserted  he  might 
be  barred  from  receiving  a  pension 
altogether.  The  Attorney-General  had 
said  that  a  gift  from  an  unexpected 
source  would  not  be  considered  as  part 
of  a  man's  income,  but  that  did  not 
appear  in  the  Bill,  and  the  pensions 
committee  might  not  give  that  interpre- 
tation to  income  in  the  case  of  a  windfall 
in  any  one  year,  say,  of  £40.  The  pen- 
sioner would  be  protected  from  forfeiture 
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of  his  pension  if  the  income  was  averaged 
over  three  years,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Income-Tax  Returns.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line   11,  after  the  word  *  the,' 
to  insert  the  word  *  average.'  " — {Captain,  Craig, ) 

Question   proposed,    "  That  the   word 
'  average  '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.     LLOYD  -  GEORGE    said     that 

the    hon.    Member    had    not    put    this 

Amendment    on    the    Paper,    and    had 

certainly  not  thought  it  out.     Supposing 

an  old  man  who  had  been  working  for 

two  and  a  half  years  earning  fairly  good 

wages  suddenly  broke  down.     He  could 

come  before  the  pensions  committee  and 

plead  that  he  had  earned  nothing  for  that 

year,  and  would  receive  a  pension.     But 

'  if  his  earnings  were  to  be  averaged  on  the 

I  previous  three  years  income  he  would  be 

I  excluded  from  a  pension.     He  could  not 

i  accept  the  Amendment. 

I  Captain  CRAIG  said  he  quite  ad- 
j  mitted  that  it  wou  13  cut  both  ways,  but  he 
thought  it  would  soften  the  hardship  in 
many  cases  if  the  average  of  three  years 
was  taken. 

Amendment  negatived.  1 


♦Mr.  SMEATON  moved  to  leave  out 
subsection  (c)  of  the  clause,  which  refers 
to  the  account  to  be  taken  ot  the  yearly 
income  which  might  be  expected  to 
be  derived  from  any  prop'^rty  belonging 
to  the  person  which,  though  capable  of 
investment  or  profitable  use,  is  not  so 
invested  or  profitably  used  by  him.  The 
subsection  seemed  expressly  designed  to 
decrease  the  rapidly  diminishing  number  of 
pensioners  and  to  make  a  trap  into 
which  they  might  fall.  It  made  pensions 
dependent  on  hypotheticpl  profits  which 
were  to  come  from  nebulous  property.  He 
could  imagine  persons  who  had  an  old  horse 
which  was  past  work  and  was  pensioned 
off  being  asked  by  the  pension  officer 
why   they  did  not  put   him  to  work. 
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no  pension  for  you."  Would  hon.  Gentle- 
men mind  looking  at  the  Bill  ?  He  was 
very  glad  the  necessity  for  that  had 
dawned  on  Gentleman  opposite.  This 
was  simply  a  proposal  which  was  in  the 
most  liberal  scheme  that  had  ever  been 
devised  for  old-age  pensions.  [Tionical 
Opposition  cheers.]  Had  hon.  Members 
any  notion  what  scheme  that  was  ?  He 
was  referring  to  New  Zealand.  They  were 
cheering  something  else.  In  the  New 
Zealand  scheme  they  reckoned  capital. 
The  Government  did  not  go  as  far  as 
that. 


An 

£150. 


HON.   MEMBER  :     Only   up   to 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  hon. 
Member  really  was  not  relevant  in  his 
interruption.  Before  a  man  could  be 
excluded  unrtor  th  is  pro  vision  it  must  be 
proved  that  he  had  got,  not  a  grand- 
father's clock  which  he  could  sell  for 
£10,  but  at  least  £850. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  Wliy  ? 

Mr.  LL0^T)-GE0RGE  said  he  was 
amazed  at  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asking  why.  For  the  simple  reason  that 
his  capital  must  be  such  as  would  produce 
8s.  a  week,  and  all  the  Amendments  put 
on  the  paper  suggesting  that  they  were 
going  to  compel  the  labourer  to  sell 
every  stick  of  his  funiiture  were  not  fair 
to  the  (^ommittee  or  to  the  country. 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Dublin  mean  to  tell  him  that 
the  guardians,  if  they  knew  a  man  had 
£850  with  property,  which  would  produce 
in  any  reasonable  investment  £20  16s. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  WjU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mind  telling  me 
what  he  means  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  ask  the 
Committee  to  allow  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  proceed. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEGRGE  said  thatQoes^ 
tions  had  been  put  to  him  by  two  right 
hon.  Gentlemen,  and  he  thought  he  was 
only  acting  civilly  in  responding.  He 
had  sat  down  to  enable  the  right  hoc. 
Gentleman  opposite  to  tell  him  in  what 
respects  he  had  misrepresented  him. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Chair  had  made  it  im- 
possible. The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's statement  was  that  there 
must  be  capital  producing  the  gio» 
inc/3me  he  had  mentioned.  He  denied 
that,  and  he  denied  it  still.  The  bcome 
'  fixed  by  the  Bill  might  be  derivable 
from  several  sources.  Assuming  that  a 
man  had  a  grant  of  9s.  a  week,  of  which 
there  were  thousands  of  cases,  from  any 
particular  source,  especially  from  an 
I  employer,  did  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  say  that  the  hoarded  propertr 
would  have  to  be  £850  ?  Two  shillingB  a 
week  or  less  than  the  estimated  rental  <rf 
a  cottage  would  bring  him  over  the 
margin. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  nor 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  shifted  hu 
ground.  It  was  not  hoarding  propertr 
at  all  but  income  derived  from  other 
sources. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG 
the  Bill. 


And,  it  being  half-past  Ten  of  the 
Clock,  the  Chairman  proceeded,  pursa* 
ant  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  17th 
Jime.  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  on 
That  is  not  in  ^^^  Amendment  already  proposed  from 
the  Chair 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  It  is. 

Mr.      AUSTEX      CHAMBERLAIN: 
No,  it  is  not. 


Question  put,   "That    subsection   (c) 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Aves,  327 ; 
Noes,  111.     (Division  List  No.  152.) 
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Duncan,C.  (Barrow-in-Furness) 
Dimcan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,  Major  E.Martin  (Walsall 
Eldwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Erskine,  David  C. 
F^ex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett.  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlav,  Alexander 
Foster,^  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn. Herbert  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
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Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey,W.E.  (Derbyshire,  X.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
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Haworth,  .Arthur  A. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
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Henderson, J.M.(Aber  ieen,W.) 
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Herbert,Col.Sir  Ivor(Mon.,S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hodge,  John 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hooper,  A.  G.  (Fife,  West)' 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
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Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (CJateshead)         , 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,Sir  D.Brynin()r(Swan8ea)  , 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby)  ' 
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Jones,  W'illiam  (Carnarvonshire 
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Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Faber,Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbft,  O.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
(i  ooc  h ,  Henry  Ciibi  tt  ( Peckham ) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Oretton,  John 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hav,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hoi)e.JamesFitzalan(Sheffaeld) 
Houston,  Rol)ert  Paterson 
Hunt.  Rowland 
Jowett,F.  W. 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.SirJohn  H. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
King,SirHenrySeymour(Hull) 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lee. ArthurH. (Hants. Fareham 
Lockwood.Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S) 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M'Arthur,  Charles 
M'Calmont.  Colonel  Jameh 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Marks.  H.  H.  fKent) 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 


Middlemore,JolmThrogmortat 
Mildmay,  Francis  fiinghan 
Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Moore,  William 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  WnuG.  (P^tenfeU) 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Grady,  J. 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,HerbertPike(Darliiigtot) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
RaU^iff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinaon,  J  ohnf^edenckPeel 
Remnant,  James  FarquhanoiL 
Renton,  Leslie 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  EccIeMD) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Sheffield,SirBerkeleyGeorge  P. 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackniiie 
Stanier,  Seville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
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Walrrnd.  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  £.  (Kent,  Mic) 
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(Wilson,  A.Stanley(York,E.R. ) 
Wolff,  GuBtav  Wilhelm 
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Wjmdham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
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I  Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
I      George  D.  Faber. 


The  Chairman  then  proceeded  suc- 
sively  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  on 
tlie  Amendments  moved  by  the  Govern- 
ment, of  which  notice  had  been  given, 
and  on  any  Questions  necessary  to 
dispose  of  the  Business  to  be  concluded 
tliis  day. 

Amendment  proposed — 

•*  In  page  3,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the 
second  word  *  of,'  to  the  end  of  line  25,  and  to 
insert  the  words  *  a  married  couple  living 
together  in  the  same  house,  the  means  shall  not 
ki  any  case  be  taken  to  be  a  less  amount  than 
kail  the  total  means  of  the  couple.'  " — (Mr, 
CkmtiedlcT  of  the  Exchequer,) 


Question  put, 
be  made." 


That  the  Amendment 


Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood): 
On  a  point  of  order,  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  Amendment  which  you  have  put 
from  the  Chair  is  an  Amendment  of 
which  notice  has  not  been  given. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Notice  has  been 
^Ten,  but  it  is  not  correctly  put  on  the 
nper  as  to  form.t 

Mr.  BOWLES  again  rose  to  order,  but 
as  the  Chairman  also  remained  standing 
the  hon.  Member  could  not  be  heard  amid 
the  cries  of  *'  Order  "  and  "  Sit  down." 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Mr. 
Emmott,  will  vou  inform  the  Committee 
what  is  the  Question  which  you  have 
just  put  and, which  we  could  not  hear? 
I  understand  it  is  not  the  Amendment 
as  it  appears  upon  the  Notice  Paper. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  question  I 
have  to  put  is  Clause  4,  line  22,  to  leave 
out  from  the  second  "  of "  to  end  of 
line  25,  and  insert  "  a  married  couple 
living  together  in  the  same  house  the 

t  The  form  in  which  the  Amendment 
appeared  on  the  Paper  was  as  follows  : — 

•*  In  page  3,  line  21,  at  end,  to  insert,  (2)  In 
calculating  the  means  of  a  iierson  being  one 
of  a  married  couple  living  together  in  the 
fiame  house,  the  means  shall  not  in  any  case 
be  taken  to  be  a  less  amount  than  half  the 
total  means  of  the  coaple." 


means  shall  not  in  any  case  be  taken 
to  be  a  less  amoimt  than  half  the  total 
means  of  the  couple."  What  the  Govern- 
ment propose  is  on  the  Paper.  They  put 
in  a  new  subsection  and  eliminate  sub- 
section 2.  In  the  new  subsection  which 
they  propose  they  use  several  of  the 
initial  words  "of  •subsection  2,  and  there- 
fore the  correct  form  is  as  I  have  put  it. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  On  a  point  of 
order.  The  words  of  the  guillotine 
Resolution  are  perfectly  clear.  They  are 
that  the  only  Amendments  which  can  be 
put  are  Amendments  moved  by  the 
(Jovemment  "  of  which  notice  has  been 
given." 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  question  has 
been  put. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  On 
the  point  of  order,  may  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  words  inmiediately 
succeeding  those  which  have  just  been 
quoted  by  my  noble  friend  1  They  are 
that  "  but  no  other  Amendments." 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Amendment 
which  I  have  put  is  an  Amendment  of 
which  notice  has  been  given.  [Cries  of 
**No"and"Tes."] 

The  Committee  divided — 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
said  :  Mr.  Emmott,  I  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  doors  were  locked  in 
the  "No"  lobby,  while  the  Members  were 
still  being  permitted  to  go  into  the  other 
Lobby.  [Loud  cries  from  the  Opposition 
Benches  of  '*  Farce,  farce."] 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  doors  could 
not  be  closed  immediately  if  it  was  blocked 
with  Members. 

As  the  Tellers  were  advancing  to  thfc 
Table  after  the  division — 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, on  a  point  of  order,  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  fact  on  which  I  should 
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Alliiil'i;.V.  It. 
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AmIiIiim.  '1  iiiiiiiiLn  ( iiiir 
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Dewar^Sir  J.Jl  (InremesML) 
Dickinson,  W.H.(St.  PknouJ 
Dickson-Pbvnder.  Sir  JolmP.. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Cliirln 
Dillon,  John 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in-FiiniNi 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otkj) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Cambone) 
DunucMajor  £.Martin(WBltfln 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanky) 
Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  JohnEdwaid 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
ForgiisoD,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Ptter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Fndlavy  Alexander 
Fh-nn.  James  Christopher 
Foster.  Rt.  HoapSir  Walter 
Fuller.  John  Michaael  F. 
Pollertoo.  H^h 
Fumew.  Sir  C^ristopber 
Oibb.  James  (Harrow) 
Gill.  A-  H. 

OUiaoiieJtt.Hn.HerbertJ€te 
Glorer.  Thomas 
lkxii«ni.  Sir  Daniel  Foid  ^ 
0<wh.  Oeor^  Bnhody  (BsA) 
GrvcwwicL  G.  (Brterboron^) 
G!:wft^»i.  Hamar  ( York) 
Gc«T.  Re  Riflo.  Sir  Edwaid 
G'liJiiai.  Jcika  W. 
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le,  J.  Keir(MerthvrTyd.) 
y,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
iBWorth,  Cecil  B.(Worc*r) 
iBworth,  B.  L.  (Caithn'ss-sh 
ey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
ey,W.E.(  Derbyshire,  X.E. 
-ood.  George 
ixa,  James  (Derbyshire) 
km,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
)rth,  Arthur  A. 
ft  Timothy  Michael 
es,  A.  Paget 
e,  Norval  Watson 
erson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
arson,  J.  M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 
y,  CJharles  S. 
5rt,Col.Sir  Ivor(Mon.,S.) 
3rt,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
km,  John  Sharp 
rt.  Sir  Robert 
©,  John 
Q,  Michael 

od.  Sir  William  Henry 
er,  A.  G. 

,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
iman,  Emslie  John 
dge,  Thomas  Gardner 
.rd,  Hon.  GeoflErey 
on,  Walter" 
>n,  Alfred  Eddison 
,  Clarendon 
T.  H.  W. 
worth,  Percy  H. 
s,  Rufus  Daniel 
on,  R.  S. 

►y.  Sir  James  Alfred 
ton,  John  (GateHhead) 
jon,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 
,  Leif  (Appleby) 
,  William(Carnarvonshire 
\  Michael 
ey,  Hudson  E. 
wioh.  Sir  Cieorge 
y,  George  D. 
id-Smith,  Captain 
Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
*u',  Robert 
ert,  Cieorge 
nt,  Norman 
Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
nd-Barratt,  Francis 
,Sir  Joseph  F.(  Accrington 
ann,  R.  C. 

, A. Levy  (Essex,  Harwich) 
,  W.  H.  (CheshircWirral) 
Sir  Maurice 
,  John  Herbert 
-Georgo,  Rt    Hon   David 
I,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
•n,  Arnold 
?11,  Hugh  Fownes 
Charles  Henry 
I.  H.  B. 

maid,  J.  R.  (L?icester) 
maid,  J.M.  (FalkirkB'ghs 
.m?88,  Frederic  C. 
m,  Donald 
lerson.  J.  T. 

;agh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 
>igh,Charle6  (Donegal, E.) 
lum,  John  M. 
ve,  George 
ana,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
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McKillop,  W. 

McLaren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M?Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon  (Launceston) 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan,Patrick  A.(Queen'sCo. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Montague,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morgan,  J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Muldoon,  John 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Murray,Capt.Hn  A.C.(Kincard. 
Murray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,Charles  N.(Donca8t'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey.  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttail,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kcndal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
(VDonnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
0*Dowd.  John 
O'Grady,  J. 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pear8on,W.H.M.(Suffolk,Eye) 
Phil ipps,Col. Ivor  (S'thampton) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.(Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,Robert  John(Norfolk.  E.) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E.B.  (Bradford,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Ramy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 
Reddy,  M. 
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Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards, T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt*n 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robert8on,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf'rd 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman     . 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Schwann,Sir  C.E.( Manchester) 

Scott,A.H.(A8hton-under-Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Seely,  Colonel 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon,  John 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 

Stanley,Nn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart,  Halley  (Grennock) 

Stewart-Smith,  D.(Kendal) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durliam) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 

Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Thompson,  J.  W.H.  (Somerset, E 

Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 

Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M* 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Verney,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton.  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 
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Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
\Vason,Rt  Hn.E. (Clackmannan 
Wason.John  Cathcart  (Orkne}') 
Wateriow,  D.  8. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 


{COMMONS} 

Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  TTiomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull.  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 


PenHons  BiU. 


m 


WiIson»  J.  W.  (Wontestenh.  X; 
Wilflon,  P.  W.  (St.  P»iicrai,S., 
Wilsoo,  W.  T.  (Westhoaj^tw); 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wodehouse.  Lozd 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  fob  the  Ans— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Xaster  of 

Elibank. 


NOES. 


Balfour,Rt.Hn.  A.  J.(City  Lond ) 
Banbnry,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry ,K) 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
(.•ecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,Rt  Hn  J.  A.(Wore. 
Cross,  Alexander 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 


Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Harrison- Broiidley,  H.  B. 
He!m<«ley,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Himt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
LecArthur  H.(Hants,Fareham 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.(Evesham 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Bublin,S) 


Nicholson,  Wm,  G.(P^tenfieU) 
Nield,  Herbert 
RawIinson^John  Frederick  Fori 
Stanier,  Beville 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Liniii) 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Younger,  Geoige 

Teixers  for  the  Noes— Til. 
count  Valentia  and  Jlr. 
Forster. 


Ameiidmer.t  proposed- 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


j      Question  put,   "  That  the    clause,  is 
"  In  page  3.  line  28,  after  the  word  *  pension,*  ,  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bfll." 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  for  the  rec^eipt  of  an  i 
old-age  pension  at  a  higher  rate  than   that  to  | 

which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled.'"—.      The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  381; 
{3[r.  Lloyd-George.)  \  Noes,  108.    (Division  List  No.  154.) 


AYES. 


Abraham.  William  (Cork,  X.E.) 

Aclaud,  Francis  Dyke 

Agar-Robartes.  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 

Agnew,  George  William 

Alden,  Percy 

Alien,  A.Acland  (Christchurch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  R. 

Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

As<^uith.Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  (iodfrcy  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker.  John 

Barlow.  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

Barlow,  Percy  ( Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 

Barry,  Ri^dmond  J.(Tvr(me,N.) 

Beale.  W.  P. 

Bcauchamp,  E. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubt^rt 

Berk.  A.  Cecil 

BcII.  Richard 

Bi^liairs,  Carlvon 

Bcnri,W.(rwVHamlet8.S.Geo.) 


Bennett,  E.  X. 
Berridge.  T.  H.  D. 
BethelKSir  J  H.( Essex, Romfrd 
Bothell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Black.  Arthur  W. 
Boland.  John 
Bower  man.  C.  W. 
Bramsdon.  T.  A. 
Brigg,  John 
Bright.  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.  F.  L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunncr,RtHnSirJ.T  (Cheshire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burke.  E.  Haviland- 
Buniyeat,  W.J.  D. 
Burt.'Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton.Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
(.'hame,  Frederick  William 
(.'banning.  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Clicetham,  John  Frederick 


Cherrj%  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  WiiHlnB- 

Clancy.  John  Joaeph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Ch-nes.  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornky 

Collins.  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.PMicrM,W 

Compton-Rickett.  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper.  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Su8sex,E.GriitttM 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig.  Herbert  J.  (Tynemoutk) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 


Davies.  imi«  WtMrftfn  fEifi&B*  ^ 
Dariefl      VanfiihfUi^  (fVriiiF"*!  I 
JDavies,  iihiuthy  ^Fn  i 
Daviea,  W.  Howt-lh  i 


L 


I,  Joseph 

•,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S. 

•,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

iron,  W.  H.(St.Pancra8,X 

m-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

I,  John 

•n,  Thomas  W. 

Forth,  James 

Ji,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumess 

^n,  J.  H.  (York.  Otley) 

A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
sMajor  E. Mart in(  Walsall 
pds,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
rds,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
le,  David  C. 
,R.  W. 

,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
tt,  R.  Lacey 
9,  T.  R. 

son,  R.  C.  Munro 
jh,  Peter 
98,  Hon.  Eustace 
ly,  Alexander 
,  James  Christopher 
•,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
,  John  Michael  F. 
ton,  Hugh 
98,  Sir  Christopher 
James  (Harrow) 
V.H. 

tone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
r,  Thomas 
ird.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
I,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
wood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
wood,  Hamar  (York) 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
id,  John  W. 

»n,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 
n,  Stephen  Lucius 
ne,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Frederick 

urt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ro8sendale 
urt,  Robert  V.(  Mont  rose) 
e,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 
r,  George  A.  (SuflFolk) 
sworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc*r.) 
sworth.R.  L(Caithn'ss-sh 
y,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
y,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
>od,  George 
m,  James  (Derbyshire) 
m,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
rth,  Arthur  A. 
,  Timothy  Michael 
js,  A.  Paget 
s,  Norval  Watson 
jrson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
?rson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W. 
',  Charles  S. 

rt.  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 
rt,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
.m,  John  Sharp 
•t.  Sir  Robert 
)U8e,  Charles  E.  H. 
>,  John 
L,  Michael 

id.  Sir  William  Henry 
jr.  A.  G. 

John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
tnma,  Emslie  John 
ige,  Tliomas  Gardner 
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Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Sir  D.  BryTimor( Swansea 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William( Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex,Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S. 

MacVeigh,  Charles(Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W\) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Marks,G.Croydon(Launce8ton) 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Patrick  A.(Queen*8Co 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Percy  Ali)ort 

Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morrell,  Philip 
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Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Muldoon,  John 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Murray, Capt.Hn  A.  C.  (Kincard- 
Murray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.)| 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) , 
Nicholls,  George 
Nichoi8on,Charles  N.(Doncast'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Grady.  J. 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mel  lor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pear8on,W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philipps,Col.  Ivor(S'thampton> 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,  Robert  John(Norfolk,E.) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.  (Bradford,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro*" 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(Bradrrd 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East', 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  C.E.  (Manchester) 
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Scott,A.H.  (Ashton under  LjTie 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  ColoDel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staflford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Che8h.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachev,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  *B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 


Acland.Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Anstruther-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W.  > 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  SirH.  ' 
Balcarrcs,  Lord  | 

Baldwin,  Stanley  , 

Balfoiir,RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.)  i 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George  ' 
Banner,  John  S.  Harraood-  | 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.)  ■ 
Beach, Hn. Michael  Hugh  Hicks  , 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bf)wles,  G.  Stewart  ' 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henrv 

<  ^ampbell.  Rt.  Hon.  J.  If.  M.      ' 
CWlile,  E.  Hildred 
Ccvrson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
(\\vOf  George  , 
( 'ecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Ct'cil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebonc,  K.)  ■ 
('liaml)erlain,RtHn.J.A  (Wore, 
(live,  Percy  Archer 
{'oatcs.  Major  E.  F.(Lewisham)  , 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
(   )lling.s,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birmingh'm 
Cirbctt,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
( 'tmrthope.  G.  Loyd 
</raig,Captain  James(Down,E.)  ■ 

<  Yaik,  Sir  Henry 
Cross.  Alexander 
Dalrymple.  Viscount 
Doudas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akcrs- 
D  1  Cros.  Arthur  Phili|> 

ClaTise  5 : 

Amendments  made — 

•'  III  pa^e  3,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  out  the 
V.  nrds  *  shall  he  deenie<l  to  accrue  from  day  to 
il  ly,    and.'  "  "         ' 


{COMMONS} 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadclifEe) 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas,  Abel  ((Carmarthen,  E.) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 

Tliomas,  David  Alfred(Merthyr 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somer8et,E 

Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 

Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

W^alton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wason,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

NOES. 

Duncan,  Robert(Lanark,Govan 

Faher,  George  Denison  (York) 

Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  W^st) 
Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Harris,  lYederick  Leverton 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helmslcy,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 
Houston,  Rol)ert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Joynson- Hicks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hon. Sir  John  H. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
King,Sir  Henrv  Seymonr(Hull) 
T^ne-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lee,Arthur  H.(Hants,Fareham 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Tx)ng,iCol.CharlesW.(Eve8ham) 
T^ng,  Rt.Hn.Waltcr(Dublin.S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Magnus.  Sir  Philip 
Marks,  H.  H.  (Kent) 
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Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir*  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartoiLBhiRi 
White,  Luke  (York,  £.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Haliftx) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  PlaliMr 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (^rioDeth) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HiiII,K.} 
Wilson,  John  (Durham.  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (MiddlesbronglU 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( WorocstenkS.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  PaiicrM.S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoog^tflB) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wodehouse,  Lord 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayb— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Mula 
of  Elibank. 


Moore,  William 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(F^terrfeld) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Ratoliff,  Major  B.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  M 
Remnant,  James  FarquhsiMB 
Renton,  Leslie 
Roberts,  S.  (SheffieMUEcekoO) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Limpool) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
SheffieId,Sir  BerkeleyGeofgeDi 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,W»ttfli) 
Stanier,  Seville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Stafi*dL 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (ChicheBter) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OzfdUBiT. 
Thomson, W.  Mitchell-(LBOuk) 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker,  Ck>l.W.H.  (Lancuhiie) 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Williams,  0>1.  R.  (Dorset.  W.) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(  YoricE.  B.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuirt- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Georgs 
Young .»r,  George 

Telle  38  fob  the  Nob^ 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Sir. 
Forster. 


Meyscy-Thonipson,  E.  C. 
Middlemore.  John  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 

*'  In  page  3,  line  33,  after  the  word '  weel^a* 

'  to  insert-  the  words  *  in  advance.*  " 


'  In  page  4,  line  l,toleaTe  ontinbteotlml'' 
[Mr,  iSoyd-Oeorge.) 
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Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  after  Eleven  of  the 
dock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Eeport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

M&.  BOWLES  said  he  desired  to  ask 
Mr,  Speakers  ruling  for  the  guidance  of 
tiie  House  on  the  following  matter.  In 
the  Resolution  passed  by  the  House  on 
17th  June,  in  regard  to  the  Old-Age 
Pensions  Bill,  it  was  provided — 

*•  That  Mr.  Speaker  or  the  Chairman  shall, 
at  the  time  appointed  under  this  Order  for 
tile  conclusion  of  these  proceedings,  put  forth- 
vith  the  question  on  any  Amendment  or 
Hotiom  already  proposed  from  the  Chair,  and 
ihall  next  proceed  successively  to  put  forthwith 
blie  question  of  any  Amendments  moved  by 
the  Government  of  which  notice  has  been 
{iTen,  but  no  other  Amendment." 

Se  desired  to  ask  whether,  under  that 
provision,  it  was  open  to  the  Chair  to  put 
to  the  Committee  or  to  the  House  an 
Amendment  in  any  form  other  than  that 
irhich  has  been  placed  on  the  Paoer  by 
tike  Government. 

Mb.  speaker  :  When  the  question 
Arises  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  my 
decision  upon  it.  [Opposition  cries  of 
"  It  has  arisen."]  If  the  question  has 
iriaen,  then  it  is  one  for  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  to  decide. 


LONDON    COUJJTY    COUNCIL    (MONEY) 
BILL(ByObder). 

Order  for  Third  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  on 
that  day  three  months.  He  said 
that  this  was  a  very  dull  subject 
and  he  could  hardly  expect  many  hon. 
Members  to  take  much  interest  in  it, 
more  especially  at  that  late  hour  of  the 
eyening.    As  the   House   was  probably 


aware,  the  London  County  Council  in 
borrowing  money  was  placed  in  a  pecu- 
liar position,  for  they  had  to  come  to  the 
House  for  permission.  Any  other  cor- 
poration in  a  provincial  city  or  borough 
had  simply  to  satisfy  the  inspector  of  the 
I  Local  Government  Board  that  the  loan 
I  was  desirable.  During  the  last  two 
years  he  had  had  the  privilege  of  bringing 
before  the  House  various  questions  upon 
London  County  Council  money  Bills, 
and  he  wished  to  know  from  the  pro- 
moters the  reason  why  such  a  large  sum 
was  required  to  be  borrowed  in  one 
year.  The  House  would  see  how  desira- 
ble it  was  that  a  satisfactory  case  for 
borrowing  should  be  made  out.  He 
might  say  that  he  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  dividing  the  House  upon  his 
Amendment.  The  first  question  he 
wished  to  put  was  whether  the  total 
indebtedness  of  the  London  County 
Council  was  increasing  from  year  to 
year  or  was  it  remaining  stationary. 
The  next  question  was  whether  the  total 
indebtedness  was  increasing  or  decreasing 
at  any  particular  time.  Last  year 
they  were  in  the  happy  position  of 
finding  that  the  County  Council  rate 
went  down  from  36d.  to  35d.  in  the 
£.  Unfortunately  this  year  the  rate 
has  gone  up  again  to  the  old  high 
standard  and  that  required  some  ex- 
planation. There  was  another  point 
to  which  he  had  previously  called  atten- 
tion and  which  had  since  been  taken 
up  by  other  hon.  Members  in  connection 
with  other  private  Bills,  and  he  under- 
stood that  the  Government  were  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
question.  The  County  Council  took 
power  under  this  Bill  as  they  did  last 
year  to  borrow  money  from  the  sinking 
fund  for  fresh  expenditure.  That  was 
a  financial  process  which  he  adversely 
criticised  last  year,  and  he  still  held  the 
view  that  if  they  had  had  a  Sinking 
Fund  to  meet  capital  expenditure  that 
fund  ought  to  be  invested  in  some 
outside  securities  so  that  if  the  concern 
became  financially  unsound  they  would 
be  able  to  come  upon  that  fund  for  the 
payment  of  debt.  In  the  case  of  the 
County  Council  power  was  taken  to 
borrow  from  the  sinking  fund  and  that 
bad  example  had  been  followed  in  the 
case  of  various  private  Bills  and  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  hon.  Members 
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opposite,  with  the  result  that  in  one  or 
two  private  Bills  the  practice  had  been 
stopped    and    he    understood    that    the 
Government  were  now  inquiring  into  the 
whole  matter.     Another  point  he  desired 
to  raise  was  the  extended  period  of  time 
allowed    for   the   repayment   of   certain 
loans   granted   by  the   London   County 
Council    to    boards   of   guardians.     The 
period  allowed  was  sixty  years  in  some 
<jases,  and  he  thought  such  a  period  was 
excessive.     With  regard  to  the  proposed 
new  County  Hall,  the  estimate  for  the  site 
was  £600,000,  but  up  to  the  present  there 
had  been  no  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
palatial  building  which  it  was  proposed 
to  erect.     A  sum  of  money  was  being 
borrowed   this   year   for    that  building, 
and  he  thought  the   House  should    be 
informed    by   the   promoters   what   the 
estimated  cost  of  the  building  was.     He 
noticed  that  there  was  a  sum  of  £1,250,000 
for  loans  in  connection  with  tramways 
and  other  public  improvements,  and  he 
should  like  to  know  how  much  of  that 
was  spent   upon  the  subway  from  the 
Thames  Embankment  to  Aldwich.     He 
would  also  like  to  know  what  had  become 
of  the  steamboats.     He  happened  to  be 
a   small  shareholder   in  the  old   steam- 
boat company  which  used  to  run  steam- 
boats on  the  Thimes,  and  this  municipal 
enterprise   with   steamboats   was   about 
as  good  an  object  lesson  as  they  could 
get  of  the  result  of  municipal  manage- 
ment.    The  original  steamboat  company 
ran  a  service  upon  the  river  which  barely 
paid  expenses,  but  instead  of  subsidising 
and  assisting  that  company  to  run  the 
boats   at   a   profit   the   London  County 
Council  elected  to  run  a  service  of  their 
own.     The  result  was  that  no    steam- 
boats were  running  at  all  now,  because 
the  old  company  had  been  run  off  the 
river.     There  appeared  to   be   no   item 
<lealing  with  this  matter  in  the  measure 
before    them,  and,  therefore,  he  would 
like  to  know  how  much  of  the  capital 
expenditure   had    been   recovered,    how 
many  of  the  steamboats  had  been  sold , 
iind    whether    they    had    been    sold    to 
Mr,  Rawlinson. 


(Maneg)  BiH  71! 

purchasers  in  this  country  or  abmi 
He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Hooie 
of  Commons  to  scrutinise  very  cloaely 
the  large  sums  of  money  which  the 
London  County  Council  continned  to 
borrow  year  after  year.  He  moTed 
this  Amendment  in  no  spirit  of  hostilitj 
and  he  would  not  ask  the  Hoiue  to 
proceed  to  a  division. 

Sir    p.    BANBURY    seeonded    tlie 

Motion.    He  wished  to  emphasise  vlut 

his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  sudii 

regard  to  the    sinking  fund.     He  vw 

pleased    to    know    that    the    Grovern- 

me 'it   had   appointed    a  Committee  to 

inquire  into  this  practice.     It  was  (fok 

true  that  in  regard   to  borrowing  As 

London  County  Council  were  in  a  differat 

pobition  from  other  municipalities,  botai 

that  body  was  the  largest  of  its  kind  it 

ought  to  set  an  example  to  all  othK 

bodies  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  wUck 

it  conducted  its  financeh.     There  oooU 

not  be  any  question  that  the  hslnt  d 

using  the  sinking  fund  for  fresh  bomm. 

ings    was    an    extremely    repreheuilik 

practice,  because  it  prevented  the  pnbSc 

knowing    the    extent    of    the  Gomidri 

indebtedness.    A  corporation  shonUooly 

use  the  sinking  fund  by  buying  itiowi 

stock  and  cancelling  it.     If  it  did  Mt 

do  that,  it  ought  to   invest  in  tnutN 

securities.    If  it  did  what  the  LobIm 

County  Council  had  unfortunately  done, 

it  would  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  fnik 

borrowing  for  schemes  such  as  new  stiwti, 

or  tramways,  which  were  not  realiiabk. 

They  could  not  sell  a  sewer,  an  impiofel 

road,    or   a   tramway,    and,    thenfon, 

under  these  circumstances,  the  sinUil 

fund,  for  all  purposes  of  a  sinking  fund, 

disappeared.    Another   point   to  iriuck 

he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  Ai 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  ttift 

it  encouraged  extravagance.    If  a  moii- 

cipality  wanted  to  raise  £500«0(X),  and  did 

not  wish  to  go  into  the  mftfkel,  tk 

temptation  to  take  it  from  the  rinkiBg 

fund  was  very  great,    and  the  nuNMj 

so  obtained  might  be  spent  in  extnmgut 
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and  unremanerati\  e  enterprises.  He 
thought  the  House  owed  a  great  debt  of 
j^titude  to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
for  bringing  forward  this  question.  If 
tiie  House  went  to  a  division,  he  would  be 
inclined  to  support  him.  The  Chancellor 
of   the  Exchequer,  as  representing   the 
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Although  £5,260,000  was  authorised  last 
year,  only  £3,236,000  was  spent.  This  year 
the  County  Council  asked  ^£1,410,000  less 
for  its  own  purposes.  The  total  amount 
in  this  year's  money  Bill  was  £6,495,000, 
^ut  that  included  loans  to  other  authori- 
ties, and  also  £1,749,000  on  account  of  the 


Treasury,  could  put  a  veto  on  this,  at 
•ny  rate,  until  the  Committee  which  he 
llftd  promised  had  reported. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the 
«id  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  ui)on 
tibia  day  three  months.'  **^Mr.  Rawlinson.) 

*  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question. 


first  six  months  of  next  year.  It  was 
necessary  in  that  way  to  cover  the  period 
between  the  beginning  of  the  County 
Council  financial  year,  the  1st  of  April,  and 
the  time  when  next  year's  money  Bill 
would  receive  the  Royal  assent.  He  was 
Sony  to  say  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
London  County  Council  had  gone  up, 
but  it  was  satisfactory  to  note  that  it 
had  not  gone  up  at  such  a  rapid  "rate  as 
in  the  previous  year.  The  net  debt 
♦Mb.  guinness  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) '  at  31st  March,    1908,   was  £49,938,000 


«ftid  that  the  House  would  be  relieved  to 
Icnow  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  moved  the  Amendment  did  not  intend 
"to  press  it  to  a  division.  It  was  certainly 
of  advantage  that  the  methods  under 
irhich  the  London  County  Council  raised 
He  moneys  should  be  fully  ventilated. 
He  believed  that  if  these  methods  were 
1)etter  understood,  the  County  Council 
would  be    able    to    raise    monev    more 


as  compared  with  £48,313,000  at  the 
corresponding  date  in  1907,  and 
£45,234,000  at  the  corresponding  date  in 
1906.  The  rate  for  County  Council  pur. 
poses  was  now  exactly  the  same  as  it  was 
the  year  before  last.  When  the  new 
Council  came  into  office  they  were  able 
to  reduce  the  education  rate  by  Id.,  but 
it  was  found  necessary  to  increase  it  again 
to  meet  the  growing  expenditure  on  that 


eheaply  than  if  the  public  were  in  the  i  service.     The  most  important  point  raised 
dark  on  these  matters.     Parliament  in-  j  by  hon.  Members  was  the  question  of  the 


tended  that  closer  supervision  should 
"be  exercised  over  borrowing  by  the 
London  County  Council  than  in  the  case 
of  other  municipalities.  Those  who  had 
taken  an  interest  in  the  finances  of  the 
Council  must  have  noticed  that  there  was 
a  large  discrepancy  between  the  amount 
of  money  actually  spent  and  the  amount 
authorised  to  be  borrowed.  That  was 
becauise  the  Council  was  under  obligation 
to  state  the  outside  figure  which  could 
possibly  be  required  for  a  particular 
purpose.  They  were  not  allowed  to 
transfer  the  saving  under  one  head  to 
meet  the  deficiency  under  another  head. 
It  was  impossible  to  get  a  close  estimate 


sinking  fund.  He  would  point  out  that 
the  Treasury  had  to  be  satisfied  that 
moneys  borrowed  from  the  sinking  fund 
would  be  replaced  before  they  were 
required  to  pay  o5  debt,  and  for 
that  reason,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  borrow  money  for  the 
purpose  of  any  loan  for  sixty  years. 
The  general  purpose  for  which  this 
money  was  borrowed  from  the  Con- 
solidated Loans  Fund  was  to  advance 
short  loans  to  local  authorities,  and  the 
Treasury  before  giving  sanction  always 
insisted  on  such  arrangements  as  would 
ensure  repayment  to  the  sinking  fund  with 
interest  beforethe  maturing  of  the  original 


of  the  loans  required  by  the  local  authori-  loa  .  The  County  Council  had  no  choice 
ties.  This  year  the  Council  was  asking  [  as  to  the  insertion  of  this  clause, 
for    considerably    less    than    last    year.  .  because  there   was    a    Standing    Order 
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of   the   House   of   Commons  regulating  i  the  tramways  were  a  growing  concert. 
Private  Bills  which  said —  and  to  have  in  view  the  general  interest 

"  No  Bill  promoted  by  the  London  County  ^^  t^©  whole  concem.  The  hon.  Member 
Council  shall  authorise  any  alteration  in  the  had  asked  what  the  COSt  was  of  tb 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  Consolidated  Loans  •       ,  ,  x-l      a^        j    a      -.1.     r» 

Fund  unless  the  Treasury  specially  report  in  |  subway  from   the   Strand   to   the  Em- 
favour  of  the  alteration."  !  bankment.     Up   to   the   31st   December 

mu      <        I.    i.1.       1.x  xu         •  1.x  ^^8^  tte  cost  had  been  £185,000,  and  the 

Therefore,  he  thought  the V  might  assume  I  ,     .       ,,  ^,      .  •         U-n 

4.1.  4.  XI.     rr  I.    1   *         1      J  XI.-    .  amount    in    the    authonsiug    Bill  was 

that  the  Treasury  had  considered  this    .^.,,  -.^       __  ,  ^ 

,    ^,    r    .^  1  J        i  £2o0,000.      There  was  also  a   provwon 

matter,    and   that   it    was   regarded   as  '  ^ 


satisfactory.  They  were  obliged  to  buy 
under  this  Bill  unless  they  were  able 
to  borrow  from  the  Sinking  Fund. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity had  raised  a  point  in  regard  to 
the  County  Hall  which  was  to  be  built, 


of  £6,500  in  the  present  Money  BilL  X 
question  had  been  asked  about  tbe 
steamboats.  These  were  now  for  sak. 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  inadvis- 
able in  the  public  interest  to  mab 
any  suggestion  as  to  what  the  Coantr 


and  had  alluded  to  the  fact  that  there  had  i      1         ,«,       1  .,  t^ 

I  T»|.  ^        T7xxrxi.      value.     The    loss     on     the     steamboit 

been  no  Parliamentary  Estimate  of  the !         .      ,     ^  ^.  _  _^^        _  . 

^      X-     n    T         X*        17  ^-      X  I  service  last  year  was  £50,000,  and  it  wis 

cost.     !No  Parliamentary  Estimate  was       ,   .    , ,      ,    .  ,-,  ;      :      ,     ,,, 

r      u     XT-    T  *     1  ri  X  I  advisable  that  the  steamboats  should  be 

necessary,  for  by  the  Local  Government  ,     , ,  m  1        »»     »      > 

sold    as    soon    as   possible.     He   hqwd 


Act,  Section  55,  local  authorities  were 
authorised  to  erect  the  necessary  build- 
ings. The  County  Council  Site  Act 
of  1906  was  necessary  to  giye  the  County 
Council  power  to  acquire  land  com- 
pulsorily,  and  that  Act  authorised  the 
expenditure  of  £(i(KJ,(J<K)  on  the  site. 
£384,000  had  ab-eady  been  spent,  and 
provision  had  been  made  for  spending  j 
£175,000  this  year.  Hon.  Members 
might  be  interested  to  learn  that  the 
present  County  Council  had  seen  its 
way  to  decrease  the  estimate  for  building. 
The  original  estimate  was  to  spend 
£1,000,000,  but  by  means  of  restricting 
the  building  to  a  smaller  site  and  not 
taking  over  the  whole  of  the  Hollo  way 
property,  the  estimated  cost  had  been  I  ^  ^ 
reduced  by  nearly  £300,000.  The  hon. 
Member  had  also  raised  a  point  about  the 
tramways,  and  had  pointed  out  that  some 
(»f  the  figures  in  the  schedule  were  author- 
ised under  Parliamentary  Estimates  and 
others  not.  A  good  deal  of  the 
expenditure  was  authonsed  under 
the  Tramwa>-s  Act  of  1870,  and,  ^^^^  g  g  STRAUS  asked  if  the 
It  was  ciuite  impossible  to  keep  ;  statement  that  the  debt  of  the  LondoD 
the  expenditure  under  a  special  Act  ,  County  Council  was  £110,000,000  w» 
and  under  a  general  Act  absolutely  ^y^^,  contnidicted,  or  whether  it  wn 
separate,  because  it  was  necessary  to  '  made  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  the 
spend  money  on  the  assumption  that ;  electors. 
Mr.  Guinness. 


that,  as  the  hon.  Member  did  not  propose 
to  divide  on  the  Bill,  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanations  now  given. 

♦Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Mile  End)  said  he  wished  to  ask  tie 
hon.  Member  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds 
if  it  was  a  fact  that  the  present  Countr 
Council  had  repaid  no  less  than 
£(>0,(H)0,000  of  debt,  as  at  the  bst 
County  Council  election  it  was  put  forth 
by  the  present  majority  that  the  debt 
was  £110,000,000.  That  had  been  shon 
not  to  be  the  case,  and  he  knew  at  tke 
time  the  figures  then  given  were  absolutelr 
>  untrue     and    onlv    issued    for    electiofi 


Mr.  LEVERTON  HARRIS  (Toww 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  said  that  what  had 
been  stated  was  that  £110,000,000  wu 
the  total  debt  of  London,  which  included 
the  debt  of  the  Water  Board  and  some 
other  boards. 
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nothing  to  do  with  this  Bill. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  now ' 
tttand  part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 
Hgreed  to. 

Main'  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


SOUTH-WEST  SUBURBAN  WATER  BILL 
^(By  Order). 

(    Order  for  Third^Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

♦Db.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford)  moved  that  the  Bill  be 
recommitted.  He  said  the  instruction 
lie  had  put  on  the  Paper  was  on 
behalf  of  a  small  neighbouring  town, 
composed  almost  entirely  of  working- 
class  people,  and  he  moved  it  on  their 
behalf  because  the  water  charges  were 
excessive  there.  He  wished  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  Southall  Urban  District, 
Council.  They  did  not  wish  to  delay 
the  Bill,  and  they  did  not  desire  to  incon- 
venience any  other  districts  supplied  by 
this  water  company,  but  they  had  a  serious 
grievance,  which  he  would  try  and  put 
before  the  House.  To  prove  that  this  was 
a  working-class  district,  in  1905,  out  of 
2,911  properties,  2,457  were  assessed 
at  £20  and  under.  He  understood  that 
the  question  of  excessive  charges  was 
going  to  be  made  a  ground  of  opposition 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Middlesex 
Connty  Council,  and  if  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  said  the  charges  were 
excessive,  Southall,  he  thought,  had  all 
the  more  reason  to  feel  that  way.  The 
present  charges  for  water  for  domestic 
purposes  were  8J  per  cent,  on  the  rateable 
value.  The  Bill  provided  that  it  should  be 
1\  per  cent.,  but  it  was  not  an  inclusive 
charge,  and  did  not  include  baths,  etc. 
The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  charges 
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were  5  per  cent,  on  the  rateable  value. 
The  demand  of  Southall  was  that  they 
should  be  charged  at  the  same  rate  as  the 
Water  Board  charjjed,  but  they  were"pre- 
pared  to  accept  7  J  per  cent.,  if  it  were  an 
inclusive  charge.    When  the  matter  was 
debated  in 'Committee  upstairs,  Southall 
representatives   offered^to   accept 'this, 
but  they  thought  it  was  an  inclusive 
charge,  and^  as  they  now  found  it  was 
not    he  asked  the  House  to  recommit 
the  Bill.     For  water  for  public  purposes 
the  present  charge  was  Is.  3d.  per  1,000 
gallons,    and   under   the    Bill   the  same 
charge     stood.     The  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  was  only  charging  6d..  and  the 
Southall    Council   demanded   that   they 
should  have  the  same  charge.     But  they 
were  prepared  to  give  way,  and  to  meet 
this  company,  and  to  accept  an  average 
charge  of  9d.,  that  would  be  6d.  less  than 
they  were  at  present  paying.     So  far  as 
water  for  trade  use  was  concerned  the 
Bill  provided  that  the  charge  should  be 
2s.     This  was  very  important,  because 
the    cost    at    present  stood  at  2s.,  and 
it  affected  the  manufacturers  at  Southall 
most  injuriouslv.     The  margarine  works 
at    Southall    had    found    the    cost  of 
water    to    be    so    severe    a    strain   on 
them  that  they  had  actually  sunk  their 
own  wells  and  found  their  own  water. 
This  led  to  a  reduction   of   the  assess- 
ment   and    a    loss    to   che  local  rates. 
He  was  informed,  on  the  best  evidence, 
that    two    manufacturers    proposed    to 
buy  land  in  Southall  to  establish  large 
factories  there,  and  they  were  just  on  the 
completion  of  the  purchase  when  they 
inquired  into   the  water  rate,  and  they 
fomid  it  was  so  great,  for  trade  purposes, 
that  they  threw  up  the  negotiations  and 
declined  to   entertain   them   any   more. 
This  Bill,  in  its  present   form,   damned 
Routhall  for   trade    and    manufacturing? 
purposes  so  long  as  it  stood,  and  he  hoped 
under    the    circumstances     the    House 
would  think  it  reasonable  to  recommit 
the  Bill.     In  a  paper  got  out  by  the 
promoters,  they  suggested  several  reasons 
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for  the  aooeptanco  of  the  House  and  I  promoters  also  said  that  they  could  no 
several  why  the  Bill  should  not  be  j  agojd  to  reduce  their  lates.  Well,  if 
rcoommittod.    They  said —  they  could  not  afford  to  do  that,  fhcit 

t   "  The  promoterg  Bceojit  loyally  the  decision  |  business  was  tO  make  wav  for  thOM  lAo 

of  the  Oommitt^p."  ;  ^^^^^    The  Water  Board  already  BippBd 

Of  course  they  did,  because  they  had  ^  p^^'  "of  Southall,  and  natniallr  tk 
got  practically  all  they  asked  for.    His   counoil'preferred  that  the'Eoard'shoold 


supply  the  whole  of  their  um. 
If  the  Government  would  meet  tk 
Southall  Council  Batisfaurt»rily  aknit 
the  lines  he  had  mentioned,  they 


feeling  was  that  the  Committee  had 
given  away  the  consumers,  and  had  too 
much  considered  the  owners.  The  pro- 
moters further  said  that  it  was  somewhat 

unusual  for  a  Bill  to  be  recommitted,  j  prepared  to  come  to  terms  with  tk 
He  thought  the  Committee  had  made  promoters  and  to  make  the  best  of  tk 
a  grievous  mistake,  and  sacrificed  the  |  matter.  He  trusted,  for  the  roputatioB 
public  interest  for  the  private  company's.  ]  „f  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  tk 
The  promoters  also  said—  ]  Bo^rd  of  Trade,  that  he  wonld  support 

"  Tlifi  Southall  Council  huvp  thoir  remody  !  tbe  contention  he  had  tried  to  lay  befrn 

i  the  House,  and  that,  for  the  reputation  of 
That  was  a  strange  doctrine  to  preach  ^^^  jj„^„p  ^^^^  ^^^y^  ^^^  sacrifice  tk 
to  this  Pariiament,  that  any  public  int.,wrost.s  of  public  authorities  and  of  tk 
authority  should  have  to  Hnd  salvation  ^ommunitv  to  the  interests  of  a  privite 
in  the  Houae  of  Lords,  and  he  trusted  j  company, 
that  the  Southall  Council  would  not  be 

put  to  the  serious  cost  and  expense  of ;  ^^  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on- 
appealing  to  the  House  of  Lords.  The  j  ^i^^^^j  seconded.  He  was  one  of  tk 
promoters  also  urged  that  the  interests ,  ^emboTS  of  the  Committee  appointad 
of  Southall  were  carefully  considered ,  ^„  consider  the  proposals  contain^ 
upstairs,  and  there  was  a  clause  to  j,^  ^j,^  pjj,  ^^^^Y^  ^i^^st  every  remnrit 
protect  thorn.  The  council,  however,  ^f  ^^^  j^^n.  Member  for  Brentford  k 
thought  that  instead  of  protecting  it  ■  „„t;„iy  ^^^  During  the  eariy  put 
was  practically  strangling  Southall.  j  „{  ^^^  consideration  of  the  measmc^ 
Further,  the  promoters  said  that  the  ,  ^.y^^  Committee  came  to  the  conrlnmn 
ropresent.at.ive  of  the  Southall  Council  |  ^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^p^^  ^„  ^  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 
had  praoti<-nlly  accepted  the  agreement,  \  ^^^  „„^  ^^  ^^^^  performed  its  legd 
and  said  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  !  ^^^  ^atutory  obligations  in  any  nhap 
council.  Rut  when  he  ^ocepted  that  I  ,  j^^^  ^^^  ^^f^^unately  it  had  a  gwt 
ajrroemont  he  understood  that  the  charge,  ^^^^  ^f  population  under  its  contnL 
.,(  7J  i>or  cent,  would  be  inclusive,  r^^  Committee  took  that  into  con- 
an.l  afterwards  ho  found  It  was  not.  The  ^j^^^^^.^^^  although  he  believed  tk 
(V.ininittoo  wore  uiulor  some  misappro-  j  ^^j^mblo  was  only  proved  by  the  casting 
hcnsion.  He  behoved  the  hon.  Member  j  ^^^^  ^j  ^^^  Chairman,  who  voted  fint 
for  Stoke  would  bo  able  to  speak  more  ,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  division.  While  tk 
cloariy  than  ho  could  as  to  what  happened  ,  Committee  felt  inclined,  on  the  evidence 
in  the  Committee  upstairs.  The  council  j  presented  to  them  as  to  the  businea 
folt  that  the  charge  for  baths  was  contrary  methods  of  this  company,  to  reject  tk 
t.)  all  laws  of  science  and  health,  and  preamble  of  the  Bill,  yet  they  felt  h 
Parliament  laid  down  this  principle  quite  ^^^^^  place  the  locality  in  so  seriow  n 
distinctly  and  cleariy  last  year,  when  position  that  they  could  not  take  tk 
thoy  granted  an  Act  to  the  Metropolitan  '  responsibUity.  The  company  was  a  aort 
Water  Board,  in  which  this  provision  was  of  one-man  show.  He  thought  a  gaatk- 
mado  statutory.  Ho  understood  the  ,  ^an  of  the  name  of  Howard  fizst  gut 
Dr.  Riithirf.'r.i. 
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the  concession,  and  gradually  it  had  been 
extended  and  certain  powers  had  been 
eeoored,  and  either  never  used  or    not 
oarried  out  to  their  proper  extent.     The 
loealHy  had  had  very  good  and  serious 
season  to  complain  of  the  way  in  which 
the  company  had   treated  them  for  a 
kmg  time.    Southall  was  the  only  work- 
ing-class district  within  the  company's 
jurisdiction,  and  the  great  difficulty  was 
ibat    the    Metropolitan    Water    Board 
supplied  part  of   the  neighbourhood  at 
a  uniform  rate  of  5  per  cent,  inclusive. 
The  Bill  passed  through  the  House  in 
1906  made  a  uniform  charge  all  over  the 
Metropolitan    Water    Board    area,    and 
there  was  now  a   peculiar  position   of 
affairs.     Here  was  a  part  of  this  working 
elass    neighbourhood     supplied    at    an 
inclusive    charge    of    5   per  cent,    and 
if     the     proposals     of     the     Southall 
Council,  of  7 J  per  cent.,  were  agreed  to 
there     would     be    a    difference    of    2J 
per   cent.     Not    satisfied  with  this  2J 
per  cent,  more  than   the    Metropolitan 
Water  Board  charges,   which  were  in- 
clusive, the  company  wanted  to  charge,  in 
addition,   extra    for  baths    and   public 
service,  and  for  half  a  dozen  other  things. 
His  opinion  was,  having  considered  the 
whole  subject,  that  the  company  ought 
to    be    well    satisfied,    seeing   that   the 
Metropolitan   Water   Board  supplied   a 
portion  of    the  district  for  a  uniform 
and    inclusive    charge    of    5   per   cent. 
The  unfortunate  part  of  the  business  of 
this  Bill  was  that  even  if  the  recom- 
mendation   of    the    hon.    Member    for 
Brentford  were  carried  out,  there  would 
be  one  part  of   the  locality  of  Southall 
supplied  at  the  unifprm  and  inclusive 
charge    of    5   per    cent.,   and   the    re- 
maining part    at    7  J    per    cent.      The 
Committee  agreed  to  that,  and  so  did 
the   Southall   Council,   but   it  appeared 
that  the  Committee  mentioned  that  they 
were  prepared  to  apply  to  this  locality 
the  Sunningdale  agreement.     The  com- 
pany supplied  Sunningdale,  and  some  of 
them  thought  that  meant  an  inclusive 
charge  of  7^  per  cent.,  and  the  Southall 


District  Council  thought  so  also.  But 
the  counsel  for  the  company  soon 
informed  them  that  the  Sunningdale 
agreement  was  not  only  a  charge  of 
7  J  per  cent,  on  the  whole  locality,  but 
in  addition  these  extras.  A  division 
of  the  Committee  took  ^!  place  with 
reference  to  that,  and  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say  what  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  was  regarding  it,  but  it  was 
eventually  decided  by  a  majority  that 
these  extras  should  be  included  in  the 
Bill.  Unless  the  company  were  prepared 
to  accept  the  7^  per  cent,  he  thought 
the  House  would  be  well  advised  to 
recommit  the  Bill. 

Amendment    proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
'  be,'  and  add  the  words  *  re-committed  to  the 
former  Committee'  " — {Dr,  Butherford.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (Westmin- 
ster) said  that  in  regard  to  the  reference 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke 
to  the  financial  stability  of  this 
water  company,  he  (Mr.  Burdett-Coutts) 
was  not  in  a  position  to  criticise  those 
remarks,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
they  were  an  argument  against  the  Com- 
mittee granting  the  Bill  to  the  company 
at  all,  and  not  an  argument  in  favour 
of  what  was  now  proposed,  of  giving 
exceptional  treatment  to  one  of  the  eight 
local  authority  areas  ( oncemed,  by  this 
instruction  now  before  the  House.  He 
understood  that  the  Bill  was  four  days 
before  a  competent  Committee.  The 
point  now  at  issue  was  thoroughly 
thrashed  out,  and  counsel  and  witnesses 
were  heard,  and  all  the  arguments,  which 
could  not  perhaps  be  put  so  fully 
to  the  House  that  night,  were  placed 
before  the  Committee,  and  the  Com- 
mittee came  to  a  certain  decision  on 
grounds  which  appealed  to  the  Committee 
and  under  circumstances  which  generally 
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uppealed    to    the     House,    to    support  |  and  if    it  were  carried  it  would  be  an 
a  Committee's   decision.    Now  an  hon.  i  instruction    to    the     Committee  to  do 
Member   came,   and  by   placing   before  |  certain  things,  and  consequently,  although 
the  House  arguments  which  he  thought  |  Southall  might  be  willing  to  accept  other 
it     was     impossible     for      the     House  i  t^rms  than  on  the  Paper,  the  position 
really  to  examine,  endeavoured  to  main-  ,  was  as  he  had  stated.     The  House  would 
tain   the  claim  he  was  unable   to  sub-  ;  give  certain  definite  instructions  to  the 
Btantiate  before  the  Com Aittee.    It  was    Committee,  and  the  Committee  would  be 
a  very  serious  matter  for  the  House  on  i  bound    to     accept    those    instructions, 
such  a  very  cursory  and  superficial  ex-  |  The  issue  was  the   Metropolitan  Water 
amination  of  the  subject,  to  upset  the  ]  Board  terms  as  against  the  terms  granted 
careful  and  considered  judgment  of  one    to  Southall.  With  reference  to  the  divieioiu 
of  its  Committees  in  this  way.     It  was  |  on  the  Committee ;  they  had  only  two, 
still    more    serious     that    the    House,  i  and  neither  of  them  was  relative  to  this 
without  being  able  thoroughly  to  examine  |  issue.     He    cordially    83rmpathised  with 
the   clauses    of    the    Bill,    should   take  i  the    position    of    Southall  f    it  was  un- 
upon    itself   to    give    special    treatment  ,  doubtedly    a    difficult    one,    as   it  wii 
to  one  of  eight  areas  which  were  dealt  i  bounded  on  two  and  nearly  three  sides  b? 
with  iji  the  Bill,  and  especially  as  that  |  the   Metropolitan  Water  Board.    TiierB 
special   area   had   already   had   a   large  |  was  no  doubt  that  if  that  Board  were 
concession    made   to    it  by   Clause   25.  |  willhig  to  take  over  Southall,  and  thii 
It    would    seriously  ijiterfere    with  the  j  company  were  willmg  to  surrender  it,  thit 
elHcient  progress  of  business   in  regard  I  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  solution 
to  Private  Bills  if  the  considered  judg-  i  for  Southall.     But  there  was  no  power 
nient  of  the  Committee,  based  on  four  j  for  the  Board  to  take  away  this  district 
days  careful  examination,  was  to  be  upset  i  from  the  existing  company,   and  there 
by  what  he  was  boimd  to  call  —  although  |  was  no  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Corn- 
he  had  no   doubt  they  were   perfectly  ;  mittee    to    take    this    particular    sies 
sincere — ex  ])arte  statements.  i  and  put  it  iji  the  hands  of  the  Wster 

I  Board.  He  did  not  know  if  they  would 
Mr.  WATERLOW  (Islington,  N.)  said  |  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j  SouthaU's  present  oom- 
he  was  one  of  the  members  of  this  Com-  ,  ^^y  ^^^^  ^j^i^g  ^  j^^j  j^  ^^^^ 
mittee,  and  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  j  g^^^^j^^ll  ^^^  certainly  to  be  sym- 
the  Question.  The  issue  was  very  dear,  i  p^thised  with  ;  it  had  the  wite 
It  was  that  this  particular  district  of  |  board's  mains  ruiming  right  throng 
Southall  should  be' put  on  the  same  ! -^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  reservoiri 
terms  as  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  , -^^  the  world  almost  within  a  mile  of  it, 
supplied  to  the  surromiding  and  neigh-  |  ^,^^  ^^.^  ^^  ^^^  ^  p^^y  ^^^^^  nj^ie 
bouring  districts.  I  £qj.  j^g  ^^ter  than  the  adjoining  distrida, 

,  ,Tr„^^r,,,r,^vTwv       ,         in'  and  i<^  was  hindered  undoubtedly  by  the 
*Dr.  RUTHERFORD :     I    said    dis-  '       ,    ,^  ,  ,    ,  i.         •  u 

^  ,  fact    that    manufacturers    who    niigM 

tinctly  that  we  were  prepared  to  accept  •      ,     •     ^  •  ^    xi.    a    ♦i.-h 

•^        ,  /  .     ,     .        ,  :  otherwise  desire  to  come  into  the  SoutMll 

more    moderate     and    melusive     tenns.  , ,         ,  i        i        - 

'  area     could    got    very    much    cneaper 
We  were  prepared  to  meet  the  company  ■  ^  ";        .  ,.  ^  ,  ^u. 

terms    for    water    immediately   on  toe 

;  boundaries.     But  this  raised  one  ytxf 

Mr.    WATERLOW     said     that    that '  big  issue.     The  terms  and  prices  of  tta 

might  be    so,  but    the    House    had    to  I  Metropolitan    Water    Board    were   only 

deal  with  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper,  '  possible  when  backed  up  by  the  inunen* 

Mr.  BurdeU-CouttiS. 
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teable  value  of  London.  In  other  I  As  a  matter  of  faot  that  did  not  take 
ardB,  the  centre  of  London  had  to  some  place.  The  Committee  were  absolutely 
:tent  to  assist  the  outside  areas,  and  I  unanimous  on  the  question  of  charges 
8  impression  was  that  it  was  not  \  and  there  was  no  division  in  regard  to 
Muible  for  a  small  water  company  j  that  part  of  the  Bill  at  all.  He  had  also 
ke  this  one  to  supply  water  at  the  j  stated  that  there  was  a  division  in  regard 
rice  of  (he  Metropolitan  Water  Board  on  { to  the  terms  of  the  Sunningdale  agreement, 

remunerative  basis.  That  was  the  whereas  no  such  division  took  place. 
Mition  the  House  had  to  face,  and  it  i  He  had  also  Ibd  the  House  to  believe  that 
ised  a  very  serious  question,  because  .  the  majority  of  the  Committee  were  in 

this  particular  area  was  to  receive  favour  of  allowing  these  extra  charges 
etropolitan  Water  Board  prices  by  the  '  for  baths  and  other  domestic  purposes 
izection  of  the  House,  the  issue  was  to  be  included  in  the  rate  of  7i  per  cent. 
16  which  affected  all  water  companies  ;  allowed  to  the  Sunningdale  district. 
I  the  fringe  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  There  was  no  division  on  that  point 
oard's  area,  and  there  would  be  a  |  either,  and  he  (Mr.  Du  Cros)  could  only 
iry  large  number  of  j  them.  It  would  j  say  again  that  throughout  the  pro- 
)t  a  very  serious  precedent.  The  ceedings  the  Committee  were  absolutely 
ssition  which  would  arise  would  be  that  j  unanimous  on  the  whole  question  of 
irery  small  water  company  on  the  fringe  charges.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
I  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board's  i  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Brentford,  he 
rea  would  not  apply  to  Parliament  for  |  could  only  say  he  did  not  think  that  his 
»ah  powers  which  they  might  require,  contentions  were  supported  by  any 
ir  fear  they  should  have  Metropolitan  argument,  and  when  he  said  that  the 
Fater  Board  charges  imposed  on  them,  district  of  Southall  was  adversely  affected 
rhether  they  could  stand  them  or  not.  by  the  Bill,  it  was  absolutely  contrary  to 
hat  was  a  serious  issue,  and  he  saw  all  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  called  by 
o  way  out  of  it,  and  that  was  why  he  the  Southall  Council.  Each  of  those 
ipported  the  Committee  that  evening,  witnesses,  when  the  specific  point  was 
Ithough  he  sympathised  with  the  un-  i  put  as  to  whether  they  would  be 
xrtunate  position  in  which  Southall  was  better  with  the  Bill  or  without  it,  replied 
laced.  in    the    most    definite    way    that    they 

would     much     prefer     that     the     Bill 

♦Mr.  du  cros  (Hastings)  thought  went  through,  and  that  Southall 
bat  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  would  be  in  a  much  better  position  if  it 
erhaps  inadvertently  had  left  the  House  |  did  go  through.  The  hon.  Member 
nder  some  misapprehension  in  regard  |  appeared  to  be  under  the  impression 
>  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  hon.  that  the  Southall  Council  made  an  offer 
[ember  was  not  a  Member  of  the  '  to  the  Committee  of  7 J  per  cent.,  and 
onunittee  throughout  the  whole  of  the  that  that  offer  was  adopted  by  the 
roceedings,  and  when  it  came  to  dea  1  Committee,  and  that  there  was  some 
ith  the  specific  question  of  charges  he  was  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
o  longer  in  the  room.  He  had  stated  it  included  the  extra  charges.  A^  a 
3  the  House  that  the  charges  were  agreed  |  matter  of  fact  the  Committee  were  per- 
o  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman.  |  fectly  cognisant  of  the   fact  that   the 
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extra  charges  were  not  incladed  in  the 
7i  per'^cent.,  and  there  was  no  such 
mistake  as  had  been  suggested.  Dealing 
with  the  criticism  of  the  company,  he 
wished  to  say  that  it  had  been  in  existence 
for  twenty-six  years,  and  a  dividend  had 
been  paid  during  that  time,  averaging 
about  2  per  cent.  The  quality  of  the 
water  supplied  left  a  good  deal  to  be 
desired,  and  the  quantity  was  also 
very  deficient,  and  the  whole  question  of 
charges  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, necessary  matter  for  discussion. 
They  considered  that  the  complaints  of 
the  iSouthall  Council  were  perfectly 
justified  on  these  points.  The  Bill  before 
the  Committee  was  a  money  Bill,  pure 
and  simple,  and  the  object  of  the  com- 
pany was  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  it  to  carry  out  its  statutory 
obligations,  and  remedy  the  complaints 
made  against  it.  That  was  made  mani- 
fest by  the  fact  that  the  accounts  of  the 
company  wore  overdrawn  by  some 
£11,000.  They  had  no  capital  to  extend 
their  mains  or  to  give  a  proper  or  pure 
supply  to  the  area  within  their  control. 
The  Southall  Council  made  certain  claims 
on  the  Committee,  and  they  mot  them 
all.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  did  not 
extend  to  the  Southall  Comicil  the 
'^  most-favoured -nation  "  clause,  as  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken  sug- 
gested, but  gave  them  even  better  terms 
than  any  other  district  council  of  the  eight 
included  in  the  area.  They  included 
in  Clause  5  of  the  Bill  many  special 
points  for  their  protection,  in  order  to 
moot  the  points  raisi^d  by  the  Council. 
IIo  hoped  the  Hous'j  would  support  the 
Committee;  he  assumd  tlu'.m  that  every 
point  and  line  in  ike  Hill  hid  been 
moat  carefully  couBidcrod.  Many  wit- 
nesses were  examined  and  counsel  heard 
by  the  Committee.  It  was  in  the  public 
Mr.  Da  Cros, 


interest  that  the  Bill  'should  pass,  and 
if  these  charges  wero  altered  in  tha 
manner  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member, 
the  company  would  be  unable  to  niae 
the  capital  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
secure  a  good  and  adequate  supply  oi 
water  for  this  area. 

Mk.  BARNARD  (Kiddeiminster)  mU 
he  only  rose  to  make  one  remark.  ^  lb 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  had  ben 
alluded  to  a  good  deal  that  eyening' 
They  took  part  before  the  Committae, 
and  they  did  not  get  their  way.  At  tb 
same  time  they  accepted  loyally  tti 
decision  of  the  Committee,  and  he  oalf 
rose  to  say  that  they  were  not  inteibiB| 
there  that  evening,  though  they  wovH 
raise  the  same  point  on  a  future  oppor 
tunity  when  it  arrived.  It  had  baa 
mentioned  that  the  Metropolitan  Watir 
Board  might  buy  out  this  compuf. 
He  wished  the  House  clearly  to  imdK- 
stand  that  the  Board  had  no  power  frf  usj 
description  whatever  to  buy  this  or  Hf 
other  company.  It  was  a  great  comloil 
to  him  to  hear  that  evening  that  tti 
Board's  charges  wore  lower  somewhn^ 
because  he  had  heard  in  the  Gfe^  rf 
nothing  but  complaints  as  to  the  U^ 
charges.  He  personally  should  toIi 
most  cordially  for  the  Third  Readii| 
of  the  Bill. 

Question,  '*  That  the  words  propoMd 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  QuestioBi* 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and 


And,  it  bemg  half -past  Eleven  6L  Ab 
Clock  on  TucFday  evening,  Mr.  SnAXB 
adjourned  the  House  without  Qneitioi 
put,   pursuant  to  the  Standing  (Mbt 

Adjourned  at  twca^HMN  mimlm 
be! oie  <  m  o*c 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Tahle  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Ordersapplicahleto  the  following 
Bill  have  been  complied  with  :  Liverpool 
Corporation  (General  Powers).  The  same 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

STANDING   ORDERS    COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
petition  for  an  additional  provision  in  the 
Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill,  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with  and  leave  given  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  to  insert  the 
additional  provision. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 


London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill, 
Sooth  West  Suburban  Water  Bill- 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  l\  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Educational  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (Cornwall,  &c.)  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
Swansea  Orders  No.  1  and  No.  2) ; 
London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Kill ;  Manchester  Corporation  Bill ;  Burn- 
ev  Corporation  Bill ;  Central  Ireland 
Sfectric  Power  Bill ;  Widnes  Corporation 
Bill;  Tyne  Improvement  Bill.  Report 
TOm  the  Committee  of  Selection  that  the 
ollowing  Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House 
io  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the 
Kinsideration  of  the  said  Bills,  viz. :  E. 
Jtradbroke,  V.  Hutchinson  (E.  Donough- 
nore)  chairman,  L.  Dunboyne,  L.  Elphin- 
itonOy  L.  Hiadlip ;  agreed  to,  and  the  said 
liords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Com- 
nittee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Twelve 
/dock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
IJommittee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
vaying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the 
^Is  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel 
'or  the  Bills. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  1)  Bill  [H.L.J.  House  in  Committee 
[aooordiog  to  order).  The  Amendments 
[Mroposed    by    the    Committees    made. 
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Standing  Committee  negatived.  The 
report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 


Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order 
(No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.].  House  in  Committee 
(according  to  order).  The  Amendments 
proposed  by  the  Committee  made. 
Standing  Committee  negatived.  The 
report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill  [h.l.1  House  in  Committee  (accord- 
ing to  order).  The  Amendments  proposed 
by  the  Committees  made.  Standing 
Committee  negatived.  The  report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee made.  Standing  Committee  nega- 
tived. The  report  of  Amendments  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2) 
Bill  [u.L.].  House  in  Committee  (accord- 
ing to  order).  The  Amendments  proposed 
by  the  Committee  made.  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived.  The  report  of  Amend- 
ments to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.].  House 
in  Committee  (according  to  order).  The 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
mjade.  Standing  Committee  negatived. 
The  report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS  :  ANNUAL  RETURNS. 
No.  4020.  Italy  (Consular  District  of 
Genoa) ;  No.  4051.  Mexico  (Consular 
District  of  Tampico) ;  No.  4053.  France 
(Consular  District  of  Nice) ;  No.  4054. 
Brazil ;  No.  4055.  United  States  (Con- 
sular District  of  New  Orleans) ;  No.  4056. 
Turkey  (Crete). 

COLONIES  :  ANNUAL. 
No.  562.     Falkland  Islands. 

TREATY  SERIES  (1908). 
No.    17.       Convention     between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  respecting  the   protection, 
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preservation,  and  propagation  of  food 
fishes  in  the  waters  contiguous  to  the 
United  States  and  the  Dominion  of 
Canada;  signed  at  Washington,  1 1th 
April,  1908.  (Ratifications  exchanged  at 
Washington,  4th  June,  1908.) 

No.  18.     Treaty  between  the  United 
Kingdom    and    the    United    States    of  | 
America,  respecting  the  demarcation  of  | 
the  international  boundary  between  the  ' 
United    States    and    the    Dominion    of  i 
Canada;    signed  at   Washington,    11th 
April,  1908.     liatifications  exchanged  at 
Washington,  4th  June,  1908. 

WAGES'    BOARDS    AND     INDUSTRIAL 

ARBITRATION  (AUSTRALIA  AND 

NEW  ZELAND). 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  by  Ernest  Aves, 
Esq.,  on  the  Wages  Boards  and  Industrial 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Acts  of 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

SHOP  HOURS   ACT    (AUSTRALIA    AND 
NEW  ZEALAND). 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  by  Ernest  Aves,  Esq., 
on  the  Acts  for  the  regulation  of  hours  of 
employment  in  shops  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS. 
Annual  Keport  of  Chief  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  Workshops,  for  the  year 
1907.     Report  and  statistics. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


{LORDS} 

the  Lord  Faber  added  to  die  Joint  Com- 
mittee ;  a  Message  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  them  there- 
with, and  to  propose  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee do  meet  in  Committe  Boom  L 
on  Wednesday  next  at  Two  o'clock. 


ACCIDENTS  IN  PORTSMOUTH 
HARBOUR. 

Lord  MUSKEBRY  rose  to  uk 
whether  His  Majesty's  GrOTenimwt 
could  furnish  particulars  concerning  i 
series  of  accidents  which  recently  mM 
the  steamship  "Bengore  Head"  u 
Portsmouth  Harbour;  if  so,  what  wm 
her  draft  of  water  at  the  time,  aal 
whether  these  accidents  were  attributiUe 
to  the  '^Bengore  Head"  being  in  ii 
unmanageable  condition  owing  to  a  wut 
of  sufficient  ballast. 

The  noble  Lord  said :  Mj  Loidi^ 
before  putting  the  Question  that  stindi 
in  my  name,  I  would  like  to  say  a  hw 
words  in  connection  with  it.  When  I 
was  advocating  in  this  House  the  psMV 
of  the  Light  Load  Line  Bill  I  argnel 
that  the  provision  of  a  light  load  maik 
might  very  well  be  extended  to,  aal 
enforced  on,  foreign  vessels  sailing  in  ov 
waters,  for  this  reason — ^that  vaaek 
that  were  not  sufficiently  ballasted  was 
i  unmanageable     under     certain    dnnim- 


NEJF  BILL 

ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  (MASTERS) 
BILL  [H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  make  provision  with  respect 
to  the  tenure  of  office  of  masters  of  en- 
dowed schools. — Was  presented  by  the 
Jjovd  Steward  (E.  Beauchamp) ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Tuesday  next.     (No.  120.) 


stances,  and  therefore  not  only  a 
of  danger  to  themselves,  but  also  to  anj 
other  vessels  that  might  be  near.  If  my 
information  is  right,  and  this  stoiif 
was  unmanageable  through  want  of 
sufficient  ballast,  it  is  another  proof  thrt 
my  contention  is  correct.  I  may  »y 
that  I  am  not  alone  in  ny  views  ai  to 
the  unseaworthiness  through  not  beiag 
under  proper  control  of  these  lUMfar- 
ballasfted  vessels.  I  think  you  will  fill 
that  every  sailor,  or  marine  enginaer, 
holds  the  same  opinion.  Had  the 
''Bengore  Head,"  ba  she  might  «d 
have  done,  sunk  one  of  His  Majsrtyi 
ships,  it  would  have  meant  a  niy 
serious  pecuniary  loss  to  the  natioo,to 
say  nothing  of  the  lives  which  mij^ 
have  been  sacrificed. 

COMPANIES  CONSOLIDATION  BILL  But  what  I  specially  want  to  do  il 

[^'^^•]-  connection  with  this  Question  is  to  mm 

POST    OFFICE   CONSOLIDATION   BILL    an   earnest  protest  against  the  caUooi 

1^"'^^'  indifference    with   which  the  safety  of 

STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  BILL  [h.l.].    seamen's  lives  aopears  to  be  r^orded  If 

Commons  message  considered  (accord-  •  a  Government  Department.     Where  tb 

ing   to  order).    The   Lord  Balfour  and  I  ve^sels    are  carrying    pneengm^  il  ii 
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true  that  every  human  precaution  is 
takea ;  but  this  is  not  so  when  only  the 
Kves  of  their  crews  are  concerned.  Your 
Lordships  have  only  to  refer  back  to 
the  pages  of  Hansard  for  the  past  ten 
yean,  and  see  from  the  replies  that  I 
bave  received  when  I  have  advocated 
precautionary  measures  for  the  safety 
of  sailors'  lives  that  they  have 
been  refused  mainly  from  the  point 
of  view  that  shipowners  would  incur 
additional  expense.  Now  I  venture  to 
eay  that  if  it  were  a  question  of  taking 
precautions  against  loss  of  life  on  shore 
no  Government,  or  Gk)vernment  Depart- 
ment^ would  dare  to  advance  such  an 
anument  against  them.  Think  if  the 
^  Bengore  Head  "  instead  of  being  in  a 
harbour  had  been  on  a  rocky  lee  shore, 
with  a  gale  blowing ;  what  poor  chance 
there  would  have  been  for  the  lives  of 
her  crew  t  I  again  most  emphatically 
protest  against  our  seamen's  lives  being 
eonsiderea  as  second  to  any  pecuniary 
interests  whatever,  and  I  am  sure  that  in 
this  I  have  the  support  and  sympathy  of 
jour  Lordships. 

Lord  HAMILTON  of  DALZELL: 
My  Lords,  I  quite  agree  that  if  the 
accident  to  which  the  noble  Lord  alludes 
eould  be  proved  to  have  been  due  to  the 
ahip  having  been  insufficiently  ballasted, 
it  would  be  an  argument  in  favour  of 
the  establishment  of  a  light  load  line; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  information 
in  the  possession  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

rints  in  a  precisely  opposite  direction. 
think  that  my  b^t  course  will  be  to 
read  a  statement  prepared  from  several 
reports  which  have  been  made  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by,  amongst  others,  the 
master  of  the  ship,  the  principal  officer 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  marine  registry, 
and  the  I^ard  of  Trade  surveyor  at 
Southampton.  I  am  informed  that  the 
gteamship  '* Bengore  Head''  left  the 
■Government  dockyard  at  Portsmouth 
at  2.30  p.m.  on  13th  June,  in  charge  of 
a  Trinity  House  pilot  and  assisted  by  a 
tug.  When  turning  the  north  comer  of 
the  jetty  the  tug  boat,  owing  to  a  violent 
squall,  got  out  of  position,  and  to  avoid 
accident  to  his  vessel  the  master  of  the 
tug  boat  threw  off  the  tow  rope,  thus 
leaving  the  "  Bengore  Head  "  practically 
unmanagdable,  as,  owing  to  tht*  limited 
ispace  between  His  Majesty's  ships  and 
the  lack  of  room  to  manoeuvre,  it  was 
impoeaible  to  make  satisfactory  use  of 


the  ship's  engines.  The  starboard  anchor 
was  at  once  let  go,  but,  n  »twithstanding, 
the  vessel  drifted  against  H.M.S. 
"  Revenge "  and  afterwards  did  some 
slight  damage  to  the  torpedo  net  booms 
of  H.M.S.  "  Vengeance."  The  draft  of 
water  of  the  ''  Bengore  Head  "  at  the  time 
was  14  feet  11  inches  aft,  and  I  am 
advised  that  the  accident  was  in  no  way 
attributable  to  the  want  of  sufficient 
ballast,  the  propeller  being  well 
immersed. 

A  NOBLE  LORD:    What  was  her 
tonnage  > 

Lord  HAMILTON  of  DALZELL :  I 
think  1,600  tons. 

♦Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  :  My  Lords, 
this  question  of  the  accident  which 
befel  the  s.s.  "Bengore  Head"  is  far 
more  an  Admiralty  question  than  a 
Board  of  Trade  question.  In  the  then 
existing  conditions  of  wind  and  weather 
the  vessel  ought  not  to  have  been  moved 
at  all.  The  pilots  who  take  our  ships  in 
and  out  of  harbour  do  manage  their 
vessels  exceedingly'  well,  and  I 
look  upon  it  as  a  great  triumph 
that  two  years  ago  they  brought 
in  the  whole  of  the  French  Fleet  in  one 
tide  into  Portsmouth  harbour  without 
any  accident  whatever.  Supposing  the 
"Bengore  Head"  had  filled  with  water 
and  remained  aground  off  Blockhouse 
Point ;  owing  to  its  position  no  ship  could 
have  got  in  or  out  of  Portsmouth  harbour, 
and  if  such  a  thing  were  to  occur  at 
a  time  of  strained  relations  with  a  foreign 
Power  it  would  be  a  serious  matter. 
I  think  the  Admiralty  should  have  con- 
trol of  all  shipping  in  Portsmouth 
Harbour  in  order  to  avoid  what  might 
prove  a  national  danger,  and  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Admiralty  will  take 
this  matter  into  their  consideration. 


THE  POSITION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD :  My  Lords, 
I  rise  to  ask  the  Lord  Chancellor  if,  having 
regard  to  the  following  sections  of  the 
Militia  Act  of  1882,  a  Militiaman  can 
during  his  term  of  service  be  appointed, 
transferred,  or  attached,  without  his  con- 
sent, to  any  military  body  other  than 
that  to  which  he  at  present  belongs,  viz. : 
"  Section  4,  subjection  3.  Subject  to  tlM 
provisiont  of  any  such  order,  a  Secretaxy  of 
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State  may  from  time  to  time  make,  and  when 
made  revoke  and  vary,  general  or  special 
regulations  with  respect  to  any  matter  with 
respect  to  which  Her  Majesty  may  make 
onfei-s  under  this  section. 

''  Sul)section  4.  Provided  that  the  said 
orders  or  regulations  shall  not — (a)  affect  or 
extend  the  term  for  which  or  the  area  within 
which  a  Militiaman  is  liable  under  the  Militia. 
Acts  to  serve:  or  (b)  authoiise  a  Militiaman 
when  belonging  to  one  corps  to  be  transferred 
without  his  consent  to  another  corps :  or  (c) 
where  the  cori)s  of  a  Militiaman  includes  any 
battalion  or  other  body  of  the  Regular  Forces, 
authorise  him  to  be  posted  without  his  consent 
to  that  battalion  or  body. 

"Subsection  ,).  Where  a  Militiaman  was 
enlisted  or  re-engaged  l>efore  the  date  of  any 
order  or  regulation  under  this  Act,  nothing 
in  such  order  or  regulation' shall  render  him 
lialde  without  liis  consent  to  be  apirainteti, 
transferre<l,  or  attached  to  any  military  boily 
to  which  he  could  not  without  his  consent  have 
l>een  a])i)ointed,  transferre<l,  or  attached,  if  the 
said  orcler  or  regulation  had  not  been  made." 

By  the  whole  of  the  Militia  force  the 
Act  has  always  been  read  to  mean  that 
transfer  without  the  men's  consent  was 
not  possible.  The  question  arises  at  the 
present  moment  in  this  way.  As  each 
Militia  regiment  completes  its  training 
the  men  have  three  alternatives— they 
may  go  to  the  Special  Reserve,  they  may 
take  a  free  discharge,  or  they  may  re- 
main Militiamen  until  their  period  of 
service  expires.  In  the  last  case  they 
receive  the  non-training  bounty  but 
are  not  called  out,  though  they  re- 
main subject  to  the  Act  of  1882 
and  to  enilxxiiment.  The  question,  there- 
fore, arises :  If  these  men  are  called  out 
after  the  Militia  is  abolished  what  are 
you  going  to  do  with  them  ?  It  would 
appear  necessary  to  attach  them  to  some 
regiment  of  the  Line,  and  I  ask  if  that  is 
{xjssiblo  without  the  men's  consent. 

The  lord  CHAXCPXLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  I  am  not  an 
authority  on  military  matters,  but  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  has  desired  that  1  should  present 
the  legal  Answer  to  the  noble  Duke. 
The  (Question  of  the  noble  Duke  raises  the 
point  as  to  what  will  be  the  })osition  of  a 
Militiaman  who  has  not  enlisted  in  the 
Special  Reserve.  Different  considera- 
tions appear  to  apply  in  the  case  of  a 
Militiaman  belonging  to  a  MiHtia  unit 
which  lias  been  transferred  to  the  Special 
Resei*ve  by  an  Order  in  Council  under 
Section  34  of  the  Territorial  and  Reserve 
Forces  Act,  1907,  and  in  the  case  of  a 

The  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Militiaman  who  belonged  to  one  of  the 
Militia  units  which  have  been  diabandai 
In  the  former  case,  by  virtue  of  Sectioii 
34  (2)  of  the  Act  of  1907,  the  Militiamin 
becomes  a  Special  Reservist  for  all  par- 
poses,  except  that  the  terms  and  conditKm 
of  service  are  those  which  were  applicable 
to  him  whilst  he  was  in  the  Militia,  aad 
not  those  applicable  to  Special  Seaerviatt. 
But  the  unit  to  which  he  belongs  retains 
its  identity  and  remains  part  otthe  aame 
coips  as  that  in  which  the  Militia  onit 
was  previously  included.  In  the  lattar 
case,  the  Militiaman  ceased  on  the  dis- 
bandment  of  the  Militia  unit  to  bekng 
to  any  corps,  but  otherwise  remains  aoS 
ject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  ofbii 
Militia  service.  Though,  therefore,  Se^ 
tion  4  of  the  Militia  Act,  1882,  continiieB 
to  apply  in  each  case,  the  result  ofiti 
application  mW  be  different.  In  the  case 
of  the  man  belonging  to  the  transferred 
unit  he  can  be  transferred  or  attached, 
without  his  consent,  to  any  militair 
IxKly  to  which  he  could  have  been  so 
transferred  or  attached  whilst  he  wai 
still  in  the  Militia,  and  he  could  be  calkd 
out  for  training  or  on  permanent  aenice 
with  his  unit,  but  tne  length  of  hij 
training  with  the  unit  could  not  exceed 
that  to  which  he  was  liable  under  the 
Militia  Acts,  and  probably,  in  order  to 
call  him  out  on  permanent  service^  it 
would  be  necessary  to  embody  the  Mzl^ 
as  he  would  not  be  affected  bv  a  po- 
clamation  calling  out  the  Army  xteaarre. 
With  respect  to  the  Militiaman  beloiidng 
to  the  disbanded  unit,  it  is  clear  uat, 
not  belonging  to  any  corps,  he  could  not, 
unless  the  Anlitia  were  embodied  at  aor 
rate,  be  transferred  or  attached  toanr 
military  bod}^  without  his  consent  ft 
could,  however,  be  called  up  for  annml 
training,  and  trained  witn  a  Spedd 
Reserve  battalion,  though  not  attached 
to  that  battalion.  The  only  diffianDoe 
his  not  being  attached  to  the  hattaika 
would  make  woold  be  that  he  would  not 
bo  bound  by  an  order  issued  to  iht 
battalion  unless  specially  named  in  ths 
order.  On  embodiment  of  the  MiEtBi 
however,  the  provisions  in  the  iSSSA 
Eegulations,  which  provide  that  At 
Militia  when  embodied  shall  be  govened 
by  the  provisions  contained  in  the  vaiioai 
warrants  relating  to  the  Regular  fom 
and  by  the  reflations  and  orden  laid 
down  for  the  Regular  forceB,  so  far  ii 
such  warrants,  regulationk*  and.  orden 
may  be  applicable  to  the  Militiai  waM 
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apply  to  him,  and.  consequently,  without 
hiR  consent,  he  could  be  attached  to  any 
military  body  to  which,  under  the  King  s 
Regulations,  a  soldier  of  the  Begular 
forces  could  be  attached,  though,  of  course, 
he  could  not  be  attached  to  a  military 
Ixxly  sent  on  service  outside  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  am  sorry  the  Question  could 
not  be  answered  more  shortly  than  I  have 
endeavoured  to  do. 


ASSIZES    AND 


QUARTER 
BILL. 


SESSIONS 


Amendments    reported  (according    to 
Older),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

Hou«e  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, half -past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  1st  July,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Seaham    Harbour    Dock  Bill,  with  an 
Amendment. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill;  Humber 
Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ; 
Southwell  District  Gas  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 


"That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  in- 
tituled, "  An  Act  to  amend  The  Criminal 
Appeal  Act,  1907,  with  reference  to  the 
Appointmcint  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Criminal  Appeal  and  the  Appointment 
of  a  Deputy  Registrar."  [Criminal 
Appeal  (Amendment)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill  [Lords] 
Post  Office  Consolidation  Bill  [Lords], 
and  Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [LordsJ. 
That  they  communicate  that  they  have 
added  two  Lords  to  the  Joint  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  Companies 
(Consolidation)  Bill  [Lords],  Post  Office 
Consolidation  Bill  [Lords],  and  Statute 
Law  Revision  Bill  [Lords],  as  desired  by 
this  House,  and  propose  that  the  said 
Joint  Committee  do  meet  in  Committee 
Room  A  on  Wednesday  next,  at  Two  of 
the  Clock. 


Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be 
lead  the  third  time. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  2)  Bill.  —  Lords 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Buckie  Burgh  and  Buckie  (Cluny) 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords!. 
— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Local 
€k>vernment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second 
time,  and  committed. 

TaflF  Vale  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Re- 
ported with  Amendments.     Report  to  lie  | 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  | 


PETITIONS. 


CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  Norwich,  In  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  from  Stroud,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour: — ^From  Birming- 
ham ;  Cwmgorse ;  Esh  Winning  and 
Waterhouses ;  Gower  (two) ;  Leeds 
(two) ;  Llanrlidan  ;  Llansannan ;  Luton ; 
Nebo  Llanrwst ;   Norwich   (five) ;  Pem- 

I  broke  Dock  and  Sowerby  Bridge  ;    to  lie 

'  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to : — Louth  and 
East    Coast    Railway    (Transfer)    Bill; 


BETUBXS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy   presented,  of   Report  No.  562 
(Falkland  Islands,   Annual  Report    for 
1907  ;  [by  Command] ;   to  lie   upon  the 
Table. 
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WAGES  BOARDS  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

ARBITRATION  (AUSTRALIA  AND 

NEW  ZEALAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, by  Ernest  Aves,  Esquire,  on  the 
Wages  Boards  and  Industrial  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Acts  of  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT  (AUSTRALIA 
AND  NEW  ZEALAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, by  Ernest  Aves,  Esquire,  on  the 
Acts  for  the  Regulation  of  Hours  of 
Employment  in  Shops  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Chief 
Inspector  for  1907  [by  Command] ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  17,  1908). 
Copy  presented,  of  Convention  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  of  America  respecting  the  Pro- 
tection, Preservation,  and  Propagation  of 
Food  Fishes  in  the  Waters  contiguous  to 
the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  Signed  at  Washington,  11th 
April,  1908.  Ratifications  exchanged  at 
Washington,  4th  June,  1908  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  18,  1908). 
Copy  presented,  of  Treaty  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States 
of  America  respecting  the  Demarcation 
of  the  International  Boundary  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  Signed  at  Washington,  11th 
April,  1908.  Ratifications  exchanged  at 
Washington,  4th  June,  1908;  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,   Annual   Series,   No. 
4020,  4051,  and  4053  to  4056  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CENSUS  OF  PRODUCTION  ACT,  1906. 
Copy  presented,  of  Balee  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  [by  Act]  :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table.  »• -^         •«  ^ 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Begulations  for  the 
Training  of  Teachers  for  Elementair 
Schools  (in  force  from  Ist  August^  1908) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  TiUe. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE 

Public  Records  (Treasury)  ^Afrian 
Companies),  Copy  of  Classes  of  Docu- 
ments among  the  Records  of  the  Boyal 
African  Company  and  the  Companv  of 
Merchants  Tiding  to  Africa,  which  Dire 
been  removed  from  the  Office  of  tk 
Lords  Commissioners  of  His  HajeitTi 
Treasury  and  deposited  in  the  FaUk 
Record  Office,  but  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  Public  value  to  justify  their 
preservation  therein  [by  Act]. 


QUESTIONS   AND   ANSWEBS 
CIRCULATED   JFITH  THE  VOTES. 


Bristol  Post  Offiee  Vacancies  and  '. 
bers  of  Postal  AsaociatioDS. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (LanoaskiR, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Postmsilier 
General  whether  vacancies  exist  for  d» 
position  of  second-elass  superintendflB 
and  two  overseershipe  in  the  Bristol  tek- 
graph  office ;  whether  the  postmaster  it 
that  office  regards  the  membership  of  the 
Postal  Telegraph  Clerks'  Association  a» 
being  a  disqualification  for  the  poshaoM, 
and  has  made  inquiries  respecting  tk 
attendance  of  members  of  tne  stiff  at 
association  functions  in  connectiim  vitk 
his  recommendations  for  these  superior 
positions ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  tk 
fact  that  a  well-known  non-trade  i 
was  especially  selected  to  fill  a 
vacancy  over  the  heads  of  senior  mei 
holding  superior  technical  qualifioatioH^ 
he  will  inquire  into  the  administratioB* 
Bristol. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  BuxtaiL}  I 
would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  mor 

fraph  95  of  the  recent  Report  of  tb 
elect  Committee  on  Post  Office  Sut- 
vants.  That  paragraph,  with  whiA  I 
entirely  agree,  states  the  principles  wUA 
I  have  always  followed  in  makinig  jfit 
motions  in  the  service.  No  disfcineMi 
is  made  between  members  of  associatioi* 
and  others. 

JUL  Taeht  ''Vi<       a  and  AIb«i" 
Mr.  watt  (G       yw,   OoIbflB):  f» 
ask  the  First  Lord  wii    lAdmtal^Jtlil 
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b  to  be  the  future  of  His  Majesty's  yacht 
'*  Victoria  and  Albert ''  now  that  she  has 
been  replaced  by  a  new  vessel ;  is  she  to 
be  sold ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  see  that  the 
breaking-up  clause  is  not  insisted  on,  so 
shat  a  much  larger  sum  may  be  got  for 
tfie  benefit  of  the  nation  1 

(Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna.)  There  is 
DO  intention  of  selling  His  Majesty's 
Taeht  *'  Victoria  and  Albert,"  which  has 
not  been  replaced  by  a  new  vessel. 

Goal  Basidues  in  Beinforced  Concrete. 

Mr.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  is  aware  that  the  use  of  coal 
Ceddues  in  reinforced  concrete  for  build- 
ing purposes  has  been  forbidden  through- 
oat  Oermauy  on  account  of  its  danger ; 
irhether  duch  materials  are  in  common 
use  in  this  country;  and,  if  so,  what 
steps,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take. 

{Ansfcered  hy  Mr.  John  Bums.)  I  have 
DO  official  information  as  to  the  use  of 
bhe  materials  referred  to  being  prohibited 
br  building  purposes  in  Germany.  I 
lutye,  however,  seen  some  statements  in 
Hie  newspapers  to  this  effect.  I  am 
iware  that  these  materials  are  in  common 
use  in  this  country,  and  I  propose  to 
>btain  some  further  information  as  to  the 
lesolt  of  such  use,  and  also  as  to  how  the 
matter  has  been  dealt  with  in  Germany. 

Fiahing  and  ForeBhore  Bights  in 
Scotland. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
bire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
Q  view  of  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
lession  in  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Lerwick 
Jarbour  Trustees,  1903,  F.,  680,  that  the 
aw  of  udal  and  not  of  feudal  tenure 

Klies  to  the  foreshore  as  well  as  to, 
rest  of  the  solum  of  the  Shetland 
slands,  and  of  the  subsequent  decision 
n  the  case  of  the  Lord  Advocate  v. 
Ufonr,  1907,  Session  Cases,  1360,  in 
rhich  the  Loid  Ordinary  held  that  the 
sasoning  in  that  Shetland  case  applies 
qoally  in  Orkney,  that  in  Orkney  the 
mdal  law  of  ss^mon-fishing  does  not 
pply,  and  that  the  right  of  fishing  for 
iunon  in  Orkney  is  not  inter  regalia,  ^f 
le  question  as  to  whether  the  right  of 
jTSter-fishery  in  Orkney  is  or  is  not  inter 
igalia  has  been  considered  with  refer- 
ice  to  the  Oyster  and  Mussel  Fishery 
)ay  of  Firth)  Provisional  Order  Bill ; 


and,  if  so,   what    conclusion  has    been 
arrived  at. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The  pro- 
cedure being  under  the  specific  power» 
conferred  by  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act  of 
1868,  I  am  advised  that  no  question  of 
the  nature  indicated  by  my  hon.  friend 
arises. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  has 
powers  under  Section  6  of  The  Fisheries 
(Oyster,  Crab,  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877,  to 
prohibit,  restrict,  and  regulate  the  fishing 
of  oysters  at  the  Bay  of  Firth,  in  Ork- 
ney ;  whether,  if  the  Oyster  and  Mussel 
Fishery  (Bay  of  Firth)  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill,  which  is  designed  to 
create  a  several  oyster  fishery  over  an 
area  of  about  4,500  acres  for  a  period  of 
60  vears,  becomes  law,  he  will  be  pre- 
cluded from  exercising  his  powers  undei 
that  section  over  that  area  while  that 
Order  is  in  force,  and  the  only  remedy  in 
the  event  of  that  fishery  not  being  con 
ducted  satisfactorily  will  be  to  repeal  the 
Order  by  a  certificate  under  Section  45  of 
The  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868.  under  which 
Act  the  Provisional  Order  Bill  is  being 
promoted;  and  why  the  creation  of  a 
private  monopoly  in  this  public  oyster 
fishery  under  the  Act  of  1868  is  pre- 
ferred to  the  regulation  of  it,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  under  the  Act 
of  1877. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  power,  under 
Section  5  of  The  Sea  Fisheries  (Oyster, 
Crab,  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877,  to  pro- 
hibit, restrict,  and  regulate  the  fishing  of 
oysters,  but  that  power  does  not  extend 
to  places  where  a  several  oyster  fishery  is 
constituted  by  Order  under  The  Sea 
Fisheries  Act,  1868,  the  remedy  for  un- 
satisfactory administration  in  such  cases 
being  as  stated  by  my  hon.  friend.  Mere 
prohibition,  restriction,  or  regulation 
would  now  have  little  etfect  in  resuscitat- 
ing the  beds  at  the  Bay  of  Firth.  What 
is  wanted  is  the  cultivation  of  the  beds 
on  approved  modern  methods,  and 
neither  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  nor 
the  Fishery  Board  have  powers  or 
funds  for  this  purpose.  £very  effort 
to  get  local  public  bodies  to  take 
up  the  matter  failed,  and  the  Fishery 
Board  were  compelled  to  fall  back  on  the 
proposal  for  a  public  syndicate.     I  am 


743 


Quc^ions. 


{COMMONS} 


QueBiimu. 


744 


informed  that  no  public  interest  is  being 
violated,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
operations  of  the  syndicate  will  afford 
employment  to  a  number  of  the  local 
people. 

Alleged  Aflsanlt  of  a  Warder  by 
Governor  of  Ayr  Prison. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolver- 
hampton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  an  inquiry  held  by  the  Prison 
Commissioners  into  a  charge  made  by 
Warder  F.  W.  McDonald  that  he  had 
been  assulted  by  the  Governor  of  Ayr 
Prison ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  although 
McDonald's  statement  was  corroborated, 
he  was  reprimanded  and  otherwise  pun- 
ished ;  and  whether  he  will  make  full 
inquiry  into  the  case  with  a  view  to 
securing  justice  to  this  warder. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Sinclair.)  This  case 
has  been  carefully  investigated,  and  it  has 
been  found  that  the  statement  of  the 
warder  that  the  Governor  assulted  him  by 
striking  him  a  violent  blow  which  caused 
an  illness  is  disproved.  I  am  aware 
that  the  warder  was  reprimanded  and 
placed  upon  special  probation  for  one  year. 

Alnwick  Post  Office  Drains. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he  can 
state  whether  the  defects  appertaining  to 
the  drains  at  Alnwick  post  office  have  been 
carried  out ;  and,  if  so,  as  to  whether  the 
health  conditions  are  now  of  a  satisfactory 
character. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sf/dney  BuHoit,)  The 
work  necessary  for  remedying  the  defects 
in  the  Alnwick  post  office  has  been 
ordered,  l)ut  its  execution  has  been 
delayed  by  local  difficulties.  These  have, 
I  understAnd,  now  been  overcome,  and 
the  work  will  be  put  in  hand  at  once. 

Purchase  of  Inverliever  Estate, 
Argyllshire. 
Mr.  WATT :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  in  coimection  with  the 
purchase  of  Inverliever,  Argyllshire,  for 
aflbrestation,  what  were  the  casualties  the 
redemption  of  which  was  included  in  the 
price  of  £2,110,  or  33  years'  purchase, 
paid  for  the  feu  duty;  what  was  the 
value  placed  upon  these  casualties  by  his 


Department ;  and  who  was  the  seller  d 
the  feu  duty. 

(Afisfioered  by  Mr.  Hobkouu,)  The  por 
chase  from  the  Duke  of  Argyll  for  £2,110 
I  was  of  certain  rights  of  superiority  in  puti 
:  of  the  Inverliever  estate  and  indudadfan 
I  duties  payable  to  His  Grace  amoaDtangte 
£62  198.  lOd.  sterling,  and  oertui 
casualties.  The  casualties  are  as  to  put 
untaxed,  and  a  composition  for  this  put 
would  amount  approximately  to  £380. 
As  to  a  further  part  there  is  a  quebtioik  u 
to  whether  the  composition  is  taxed  at  a 
nominal  sum  or  not.  If  it  is  untaxed  the 
amount  would  be  about  X4fi.  Hn 
statutory  rate  for  redeeming  casnaltMS  ii 
one-and-a-half  times  the  hifoiest  casosltf. 
The  transaction  was  dealt  with  as  a  whoK 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  w«n 
advised  that  the  price  agreed  upon  wh 
reasonable. 

Service  in  Armed  Foroes  of  the  Cnwi 

as  analifioation  for  Old-age  Pensiau. 

Captain    FABER    (Hattanhire. 

Andover) :    To  ask   Mr.    ChanceUor  of 

the   Exchequer  whether  he   can 

mend  that  any    man    who   has 

His   Majesty,   either  in    the   Yolmiteer 

i  Navy   or   in   the  Territorial   Armv  for 

!  a  term    of  years    shall    be    considflnd 

I  eligible  for  an  old-age  pension,  so  far  ai 

character  isconcemed,  without  any  fortlHr 

I  inquiry. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Lloyd-CfeorffeJ)    Thm 

i  is  no  disqualification  in  respect  of  dar- 

I  acter  except  for  actual  criminality,  and  tiM 

'  only  test  for  the  purpose  of  which  serrin 

:  in  the  forces  of  the  Crown  could  in  pFBCtaei 

I  be  taken  into  account  is  the  industry  tart 

I  contained  in  paragraph  (6)  of  Clanae  % 

subsection  1,  of  the  BiU.     The  mattv 

was    carefully    considered    when    tint 

paragraph  was  drafted,  but  it  did  not 

appear  to  be  possible  to  treat  what  wodU 

in  many  cases  be  only  a  short  period  of 

such  service  performed  early  in  life  ai 

i  conclusive  evidence  of  an  applicant's  {■dm* 

'  trial  character,  without  any  regard  toUi 

history  during   the    subsequent   period 

between  his    leaving    the    sernoe  anl 

applying  for  a  pension. 


Establishment  of  a  Britiah  Post 

at  Jerosalem- 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canta^ 

bury) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

Foreign  Afiairs  whether  he  is  yet  in  a 
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lositdon  to  announce  a  decision  on  the 
ueation  of  tbe  establishment  of  a  British 
OBt  office  in  Jerusalem. 

{Anstvered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edvxird  Gh'ey), 
L  letter  informing  the  hon.  Member  of 
hat  decision  was  despatched  from  the 
foreign  Office  yesterday. 

Iioeal  Loans  for  Extension  of  Union 
Buildings. 

Mr.  T.  R  BETHELL  (Essex,  Maldon) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
jk>vemment  Board  whether  in  view  of 
fihe  prospective  reform  of  our  present  Poor 
Uaw  system  the  sanction  by  the  Local  Gk)v- 
Hmment  Board  to  the  borrowing  of  money 
by  boards  of  guardians  for  the  purpose  of 
orztending  union  buildings  will  be  with- 
liakly  except  in  cases  where  the  works  are 
of  a  specially  urgent  character. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  John  Bums.)  The 
Board  would  not  lose  sight  of  the  point 
referred  to  in  dealing  with  proposals  for 
building  made  to  them,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  any  general  rule  can  be  laid 
down  on  the  subject.  Each  case  must  l)e 
considered  on  its  own  merits. 

American  Gooseberry  Mildew- 
Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  in  the  sixty-eight  recent  out- 
breaks of  the  American  gooseberry  mildew 
in  the  summer  stage,  attributed  by  them 
as  probably  due  to  imperfect  pruning,  the 
plantations,  in  which  these  outbreaks  or 
any  of  them  have  occurred,  had  been 
passed  by  the  Board's  inspector  as  properly 
pruned  according  to  the  requirements  of 
the  order  of  the  Board. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edvxird  Strachey,)  The 
jdaiitations  t.o  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  were,  with  one  exception,  to  all 
appearances  pruned  as  required  by  the 
Board's  order,  and  their  inspectors  re- 
ported that  no  further  visits  were 
necessary  before  the  summer.  The 
Board  recognise  that  disease  is  likely  to 
recur  in  certain  cases,  and  therefore  pro- 
vided in  their  American  Grooseberry 
Mildew  Order  of  1907  that  no  infected 
premises  should  be  freed  for  twelve 
months  after  disease  last  appeared  there, 
so   long  as  any  bushes  remain  on  the 


premises.    The  gardens  will  of  course  be 
kept  under  observation  during  that  time. 

The  Provincial  Homes  Investment 
Company. 

Mr.  SCOTT  (Ashton-under-Lyne) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
company  named  the  Provincial  Homes 
Investment  Company,  whose  operations 
are  advertised  to  assist  the  working 
classes  in  buying  their  houses  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  meetings  of  dissatisfied 
certificate  holders  are  being  held  in 
various  towns  where  it  is  alleged  the 
holders  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
advances  on  their  properties  in  accordance 
with  the  prospectus  of  this  company  ;  and 
will  he  pause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  workings  of  this  company. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  I  have 
received  several  letters  of  complaint  from 
dissatisfied  holders  of  certificates  in  a 
company  named  the  Provincial  Homes 
Investment  Company,  Limited,  and  I 
have  been  informed  that  meetings  have 
been  held.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  no 
general  power  to  institute  an  inquiry  as 
suggest^  by  my  hon.  friend.  The  only 
power  vested  in  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
the  power  to  appoint  an  inspector  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Sections 
56  to  59  of  The  Companies  Act,  1862,  on 
the  application  of  snareholders  holding 
not  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  of 
the  shares  of  the  company  for  the  time 
being  issued. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


H.M.S.  **  Highflyer." 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  the  temporary 
repairs  to  the  main  starboard  crank-shaft 
of  H.M.S.  "  Highflyer "  have  yet  been 
completed  ;  whether  she  is  returning  to 
England  forthwith  for  permanent  repair  : 
and  what  ship  relieves  her. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Lambert,  Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  The  repairs  on  H.M.S.  "  High- 
flyer "  undertaken  at  Bombay  have  been 
completed,  and  she  is  now  at. Colombo. 
The  present  intention  is  for  her  to  meet 
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her  relief,  H.M.S.  "  Fox,"  at  Suez,  in  the    voted  to  the  Motion  to  go  into  Committw 

middle  of  August.     On  her  return  home,    of  Supply  ? 

further  repairs  will  be  undertaken  at  one 

of  the  home  dockyards.  Mr.    LAMBEBT  :     No,    Sir.    I  &- 

;  tinctlysaid  :  **  in  Committee  of  Supply." 
Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  1 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  satisfied  that  r    ■♦       wl  "     fli    VlMt 

now  the  temporary  repairs  are  completed  ,      ,,       *?!??I?^™*'*^  ,      ;       ,  , 
it  will  be  safe  for  the  "  Highflyer  "  to  go       Mr    GRETTON    (Rutland) :    I  b^ 
through  the  Indian  Ocean  wheii  monsoons    ^^  *8k  the  First  Lord  of  the  AdnmiltT 
are  prevalent  "i  '  ^^^  many  coastguards  nave  been  leqnind 

'  to  man  the  fleet  mobilising  on  Ist  Jnlr; 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  Yes,  Sir.  I  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^7  ^^®  actually  been  in- 

'  eluded  in  the  ships'  complements. 

*Mr.  re  ES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) :  , 
Is  this  the  flagship  of  the'  East  Indian       Mr.  LAMBERT  :    I  beg  to  refer  the 
squadron  (  \  hon.  Member  to  my  right  hon.  fzisnf  s 

,  reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  Yes,  she  is  quite  for  Great  Yarmouth  on  29th  June,  m 
capable  of  doing  the  work  at  present  |  which  he  said  that  the  number  of  cotit- 
required    of    her.       She    will    soon  be  i  guard   men  to   be   embarked  is  1,900. 

relieyed.  '  All  of  them  will  be  in  the  ships*  cob- 

I    - 


Mr.    MITCHELL-THOMSON:     But 
is  not  the   "Fox"  at  present   taking!  H.1I.8.  "Irreaistible." 

part  in  the  manoeuvres  ?     How  can  she  be  ,      jjr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  bci 
sent  there  by  the  tmie  named  ?  \  ^^  ^sk  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adminkr 

o.^^ » ^^^      ^^    .      ,     ,  ,  i  when  the  officicl  inquiry  is  to  be  held 

*Mr.  speaker  :  ^otlce  had  better  |  i,,to  the  flooding  of  the  engine-room  of 
be  given  of  the  Question.  ^^ie  battleship  "  Irresistible  "  up  to  the 

I  level  of  the  water  outside  ;   and,  in  vier 
relates  on  Navy  Estimates.  |  ^^  ^he  warnings  that  have  been  addrened 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  i  *^  ^^^  Admiralty  as  to  the  danger  oi 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  was  the  I  entrustmg  the  work  of  skilled  engine 
average  number  of  hours  devoted  to  !  ^^^^  artificers  to  imperfectly  traUM* 
discussion  of  Navv  Estimates  in  Com-  |  mechanicians,  whether  he  wffl  cause  m- 
mittee  of  Supply  and  on  Report  during  the  i  q^^ry  to  be  made  mto  the  circumstance! 
two  concluding  years  of  the  last  Govern-  !  ^^der  which  one  of  the  new  mechamcm 
ment;  and  what  were  the  corresponding  I  class  was  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 


figures  for  1906  and  1907. 


dealing  with  the  valves  through  whick 
the  ship  was  flooded. 


Mr.  LAMBERT:  In  Committee  of  I 
Supply  Naval  Estimates  were  discussed  in  Mr.  LAMBERT  :  The  Report  of  tb 
1904  on  five  days;  1905,  five  days;  'Court  of  Inquiry  which  has  been  heU 
1906,  four  days; '1907,  five  days,  "in  ion  the  flooding  of  the  "  Irresistible " 
1904  one  day  was  devoted  to  Supple-  '  was  received  at  the  Admiralty  on  17tk 
mentary  Estimates,  and  there  were  three  |  June,  and  referred  to  the  tcclmittl 
short  discussions  on  Report.  i  officers    for    observations.     The    Bosid 

I  have  not  yet  considered  the  Report 

Mr.  ASHLEY:    Shall  we   have  five! 
davs  this  year  i  \  Sailors'  Orog. 

I     Mr.  MEYSEY  THOMPSON  (Stofioid- 

Mr.     LAMBERT  :      That     Question  ,  shire,  Handsworth) :     I  beg  to  ask  Ae 

should  be  addressed  to  the  Prime  Minister.    First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  b 

will  consider  the  advisability  of  aUowiiC 
Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) :  ;  sailors  in  the  Royal  Navy  the  pptioii  oi 
Do  these  figures  include  the  time  de-    drawing  Id.  per  day  in  lieu  of  their  gBflgi 
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matter    is 

already  receiving  consideration,  and  re- 
ports have  been  called  for  from  the  Fleet 
iritK  a  view  to  ascertaining  how  many 
tnen  would  be  likely  to  take  advantage 
>i  8uch  an  option  if  granted,  and  what 
Qie  extra  expense  to  Navy  Votes  would 
be. 

Mr.  MEYSEY  THOMPSON  :  But  is 
aot  the  grog  now  given  worth  Id.  ? 
Would  there  not  be  a  saving  ?  If  the  right 
lu>ii.  Gentleman  gets  an  undertaking 
that  no  extra  expense  will  be  incurred 
riU  he  grant  this  privilege  ? 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  The  matter  is  re- 
aving consideration. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  :  But  would  it  not 
be  an  economy  ? 

Mr.  MEYSEY  THOMPSON  :  Seeing 
there  are  so  many  complaints  of  over- 
taxation I  am  prepared 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
b  not  entitled  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
B.)  :  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  give  this 
matter  his  best  consideration,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  present  Government 
claim  to  be  temperance  reformers  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Dookyard  Territorials. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  the 
Bvenfof  any  large  proportion  of  the  men 
employed  in  naval  dockyards  joining 
ihe  Territorial  Army,  he  is  satisfied 
hat  on  mobilisation  of  that  force  the 
•fficiency  of  the  Navy  will  not  be  affected 
►y  the  withdrawal  of  these  men  from 
heir  ordinary  duties. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  The  Admiralty  have 
he  first  claim  on  the  services  of  all  men 
mployed  in  the  royal  dockyards,  and 
ny  who  belong  to  the  Territorial  Army 
roold  not  leave  their  work  on  the 
mobilisation  of  that  force  unless  the 
Ldmiralty  were  satisfied  that  they  could 
»e  spared. 
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Has  the  Admiralty 


Mr.  ASHLEY : 
informed  the  War  Office  •  authoritiea 
that  in  the  event  of  mobilisation  a 
certain  portion  of  the  Territorial  Force 
will  not  be  available  1 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  I  expect  the  War 
Office  are  aware  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  But  is  not  the 
Admiralty  perfectly  well  aware  that  the 
services  of  these  men  could  not  possibly 
be  spared  ?  Would  they  not  be  per- 
forming a  far  more  important  duty  by 
repairing  ships  ? 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  I  can  only  repeat 
that  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  leave 
their  work  unless  the  Admiralty  is  satis- 
fied that  they  can  be  spared. 

Territorial  Artillery  Battery  Acyutants. 
♦Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  And- 
over)  :  I  beg  to,  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  having 
adjutants  from  the  Regular  Army  for 
the  Territorial  Artillery  batteries  ;  and 
whether,  with  a  view  of  saving  the 
expense  incurred  thereby,  he  will  reduce 
the  number  of  Territorial  batteries  so 
as  to  balance  the  expense  incurred  by 
such  adjutants. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland,  York- 
shire, Richmond) :  This  Question  of  the 
proportion  of  adjutants  necessary  for 
the  Territorial  Artillery  has  been  very 
fully  considered  and  it  was  held  that 
one  adjutant  per  brigade  of  Field  Artillery 
and  one  per  battery  of  Horse  Artillery 
was  sufficient. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  put  two  Supplementary 
Questions,  both  of  which  were  inaudible. 

The  Thakur  Bahadur  Singh. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Thakur  Bahadur  Singh, 
a  noble  of  the  State  of  Bikanir,  waa 
dismissed  arbitrarily  from  the  office  of 
member  of  the  Bikanir  State  Council 
in  the  year  1905,  and  ordered  to  reside 
under  surveillance  in  his  house  in  the 
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city  of  Bikanir ;  that  he  was  brought 
before  the  Maharajah  of  that  State  on 
6th  April  last,  and,  without  any  charge 
being  framed  or  furnished  to  him,  de- 
ported from  the  State  and  placed  in 
confinement  in  the  neighbouring  State 
of  Jaipur,  and  that  he  is  still  kept  in 
confinement  there,  without  trial  or 
investigation  of  any  sort ;  and  whether 
inquiries  will  be  instituted  by  the  Govern- 
ment into  these  matters  in  order  that 
justice  may  be  secured. 

The  rNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan, 
Perthshire,  E.)  :  Thakur  Bahadur  Singh 
was  removed  from  the  Bikanir  State 
Council  in  consequence  of  the  part  played 
by  him  in  the  events  which  led  to  the 
mprisonment  of  three  leading  Thakurs 
of  the  State  in  January,  1905.  The 
condition  of  residence  in  the  town  of 
Bikanir  was  imposed  upon  the  Thakur 
in  1888,  when  he  was  permitted  to  return 
to  the  Bikanir  State,  from  which  he  had 
been  expelled  five  years  previously  for 
rebellion  against  the  State.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  the  Maharajah  of  Bikanir 
represented  that  Thakur  Bahadur  Singh 
had  violated  the  conditions  on  which  he 
had  been  permitted  to  return  to  Bikanir, 
and  had  been  taking  part  in  intrigues 
against  the  State.  His  Highness,  there- 
fore, proposed  that  the  Thakur  should 
again  be  banished  from  Bikanir,  and  the 
Government  of  India  gave  their  assent  to 
this  course  in  March,  1908.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  arrangements  made 
for  the  Thakur's  residence  outside  the 
Bikanir  State.  The  case  in  these  cir- 
cumstances does  not  seem  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  one  for  inquiry. 

The  Thakur  Earn  Singh. 

Dr.  RUTHERFORD  :    I  beg   to  ask 

the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
vv'hether  he  is  aware  that  the  Thakur 
Ram  Singh,  a  noble  of  the  State  of 
Bikanir,  was  not  released  from  his  im- 
])risoiiment  in  August,  190<),  nor  were 
his  estates  restored  to  him,  but  that  he 
was  merely  brought  out  of  the  fort  at 
Bikanir  and  detained  in  that  City,  that 
he  was  not  allowed  to  go  outside  the  city 
limits  or  permitted  to  go  to  his  village, 
or  to  hold  communication  with  anyone, 
and  that  his  estate  is  still  in  the  hands  of 


the.  Courts  of  Wards  of  the  Bikanii  Bij, 
no  accounts  being  furnished  to  hin; 
will  he  say  whether  he  is  still  so  detainil 
and  forbidden  even  to  execute  a  poraoi 
attorney  in  favour  of  any  penon  to 
conduct  his  case  before  the  authodtiei, 
or  to  represent  him  in  the  matter  of  b 
grievances  ;  and  whether  inquiries  \ff 
the  Government  of  India  will  be  oidari 
to  secure  that  justice  may  be  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  My  informatioDi 
that  Thakur  Ram  Singh  was  released  ii 
August,  1906,  but  I  have  no  knowkdgi 
of  any  conditions  as  to  place  of  resideaeei 
etc.,  attached  to  his  release.  A&  npA 
his  landed  property,  one  village  m 
confiscated  in  1905,  and  the  rest  of  )k 
estate  was  placed  under  the  mftnlf^ 
ment  of  the  Court  of  Wards  of  di 
Bikanir  State,  until  such  time  u  h 
i^hould  have  satisfied  the  State  that  h 
had  reformed  his  chraacter  and  attitude 
towards  the  State,  ckt  until  his  son  shooll 
have  attained  his  majority.  The  cqb- 
fiscated  village  has,  I  understand,  bea 
restored,  but  I  have  no  information  u 
to  whether  the  conditions  necessaiy  ioi 
the  return  of  the  estates  from  the  manafB* 
ment  of  the  Court  of  Wards  have  bea 
fulfilled.  As  stated  in  reply  to  a  qoei* 
tion  by  the  hon.  Member  on  17th  Ihi^ 
last,  the  circumstances  are  not  such  u  to 
justify  a  departure  from  the  estabbM 
policy  of  non-interference  in  the  inteml 
afiairs  of  a  native  State. 

*Mr.  REES  :  I  wish  to  ask  whetkf 
incidents  such  as  those  brought  to  notin 
in  this  native  State  are  not  charaoteniii 
of  rule  according  to  native  ideas  nl 
methods  such  as  the  hon.  Member  ui 
his  friends  profess  to  desire  to  see  adoptol 
in  British  India  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  policy  of  te 
Government  of  India  is  not  to  intetfcff 
with  native  States  in  conducting  diit 
affairs  in  accordance  with  ideas  iM 
prevail  in  native  India. 

>  Mr.  KEIB  HAKDIE  (Merthyr  tji' 
vil) :  Is  it  not  the  case  that  this  partKi- 
far  incident  required  to  be  oonfinnedlf 
His  Majesty's  Gk>vernment? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:   Oerfcain^. 
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Transvaal  Kines— Mortality  among 
Labourers. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
hne,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
lecretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
rms  the  death-rate  per  1,000  during  the 
nt  five  months  of  1908  among  the 
Sllinese,  all  natives  and  natives  from 
fecnrtii  of  22°  south  latitude,  respectively, 
who  were  employed  in  the  Transvaal 
nines. 

Thb  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
SPATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
iSBLT,  Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  We 
ixe  not  in  possession  of  later  figures  than 
AuMe  contained  in  the  recent  Parlia- 
msiitary  Paper,  Cd.  4120. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON:  Will 
Ae  hon.  Gentleman  ftpply  for  the  infor- 
mation ? 

CoLOXEL  SEELY :  I  do  not  think 
we  ban  do  that.  The  Transvaal  Govem- 
maiit  have  assured  us  that  they  ai'e 
taking  every  step  possible  to  reduce 
the  mortality,  and  seeing  that  the  results 
of  their  action  are  eminently  satisfactory, 
I  think  it  would  be  an  unwarrantable 
interference  with  a  self-governing  Colony 
to  take  such  action  as  is  proposed  by  the 
lum.  Member. 

British  Honduras— Railway  Project. 

Mb.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  has  received  from 
British  Honduras  a  petition  expressing 
the  desire  of  the  community  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  should  facilitate 
the  construction  of  a  railway  westward 
from  Belize ;  and  when  he  will  lay 
Papers  giving  the  view&  of  His  Majesty's 
(Jovemment  .upon  the  whole  question  of 
railway  construction  in  the  Colony. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  just  received  the  petition 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  it 
is  now  under  his  consideration.  In  the 
present  position  of  the  matter  it  would  be 
premature  to  lay  Papers,  but  the  question 
of  doing  so  will  be  duly  considered  here- 
after. 

British  Guiana  Militia. 
Mr,  BYLES.(Salford,  N.) :    I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 


Colonies  whether  hiF  attention,  has  been 
drawn  to  the  circular  letter  to  all  heads 
of  departments  issued  from  the  Govern- 
ment secretary's  office  of  British  Guiana 
under  date  6th  May,  1908,  in  which  the 
Gk)vemor  calls  for  certain  quarterly 
returns,  commencing  from  1st  July, 
relating  to  the  attendance  of  junior 
officers  in  the  public  service  of  the  Colony 
at  drill  in  connection  with  the  local 
Militia  or  Volunteer  forces  ;  whether  the 
circular  is  to  be  interpreted  as  calculated 
to  penalise  the  position  of  young  officers 
in  the  service  who  fail  to  fulfil  the  require- 
ments laid  down  by  the  Governor  to 
introduce  a  species  of  compulsory  military 
service  ;  whether  its  terms  are  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Colonial  Office  Regulationg 
governing  appointments  in  the  Crown 
Colonies,  as  sSso  with  the  British  Guiana 
Militia  Ordinance  of  1891,  which  makes 
provision  for  the  recruiting  of  the  rankp 
of  the  Militia  when  the  strength  falls 
below  the  statutory  standard ;  and 
whether,  in  the  circumstances,  instruc- 
tions will  be  issued  to  the  Governor  of 
British  Guiana  to  ha-ve  the  circular 
forthwith  cancelled  and  withdrawn. 

Colonel  SEELY :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  no  information  with  regard  to 
the  circular  referred  to,  but  will  make 
inquiry  of  the  Gk)vernor. 

Crown  Service  and  Old- Age  Pensions. 

*Captain  FABER  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  can  recommend  that  any  man  who 
has  served  His  Majesty  either  in  the 
Volunteer  Navy  or  in  the  Territorial 
Army  for  a  term  of  years  shall  be  con- 
sidered eligible  for  an  old-age  pension 
so  far  as  character  is  concerned,  without 
any  further  inquiry. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  There  is  no  dis- 
qualification in  respect  of  character 
except  for  actual  criminality,  and  the  only 
test  for  the  purpose  of  which  service  in  the 
forces  of  the  Crown  could  in  practice 
be  taken  into  account  is  the  industry 
test  contained  in  paragraph  (6)  of  Clause  3 
subsection  1,  of  the  Bill.  The  matter 
was  carefully  considered  when  that 
paragraph  was  drafted,  but  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  possible  to  treat  what  would 
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in  many  cases  be  only  a  short  period 
of  such  service  performed  early  in  life 
as  conclusive  evidence  of  an  applicant's 
industrial  character  without  any  regard 
to  his  history  during  the  subsequent 
period  beween  his  leaving  the  service 
and  applying  for  a  pension. 

London  Police  Holidays. 
Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  yet  in  a 
position  to  grant  to  the  police  the  same 
privilege  as  is  accorded  to  postmen,  of 
fourteen  days  leave  in  the  year. 


The  SECRP:TARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.) :  My  hon.  friend 
-will  be  aware  that  a  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  question  of 
granting  a  weekly  rest  day  to  police  forces 
is  now  sitting.  I  am  not,  therefore, 
prepared  to  answer  the  Question  until 
that  Committee  has  presented  its  Report. 

Eegent  Circus  Flower  Girls. 
*Captain  FABER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  flower  girls  in  Regent 
Circus  have  been  ordered  by  the  police 
to  quit  that  place ;  and,  if  so,  who 
authorised  such  an  order,  and  for  what 
reason. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir,  the 
flower  girls  m  Regent  Circus  have  not  yet 
been  ordered  by  the  police  to  quit  that 
place.  The  police  have  had  no  occasion 
to  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Motor  Vehicle  Speeds. 
Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  making  a  regula- 
tion that  all  mechanically-driven  vehicles, 
such  as  motors,  motor-omnibuses,  and 
electric  trams,  shall  carry  speedometers, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  drivers  of  such 
vehicles,  in  the  absence  of  any  such 
apparatus,  can  only  guess  the  speed  at 
wluch  they  are  travelling,  many  drivers 
having  been  summoned  and  pimished, 
and  in  some  cases  had  their  licences 
withdrawn,  for  exceeding  speed  limits. 


{COMMONS}  QueUians. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  ha^  coDsideRd 
this   question  and  consulted  the  Oofr 
missioner   of   Metropolitan  Pdke,  \m 
have  not,  so  far,  thought  it  'desailik 
to  impose  the  use  of   speedometen  m 
the  condition  of  tlie  grant  of  a  pahSe 
carriage  licence.    The  hon.  Membei  maj 
recollect  that  the  Royal  Oommiwoii « 
Motor  Cars  stated,  on  page  U  of  tiw 
Report,  that  they  could  not  reoomouij 
makmg    the    use    of    these    applium 
compulsory  by  law.    Drivers  of  mote 
omnibuses,  at  any  rate,  cannot  exceed 
the  speed  limit  of  twelve  miles  per  bov 
fixed  for  their  vehicles  without  knoviai 
it,  since  to  do  so  they  must  conscioflelf 
make  an  excessive  use  of  the  accelenln. 
My  jurisdiction  in  this  matter  exbeadi 
only    to    public    carriages    in   Losdoa 
Other   motor   vehicles    would  be  deik 
with  by  Regulations  under  the  Mote- 
Car  Act. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (dm. 
E.) :  Is  not  twelve  miles  an  hour  n 
excessive  speed  in  the  streets  of  Londoa! 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  an  excessive  speed,  but  it  k 
often  exceeded. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (OAmj 
and  Shetland) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gende- 
man  received  any  applications  from  IdmI 
authorities  to  vary  the  speed  limit  i 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER: 
out  of  the  Question. 


That  hardly 


Vehicular  Boutea. 
Mr.  CARR-OOMM  (Southmk. 
Rotherhithe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secntay 
of  State  for  t^e  Home  DepaitDBit 
whether  at  the  present  time  the  Oib- 
missioners  of  Police  of  the  Metropb 
and  the  City  of  London  find  it  posmi 
to  carry  out  any  of  the  provisi<»ui  ot  At 
Section  11  of  the  Metropolitan  Ste* 
Act,  1867,  which  deal  with  the  Mferi 
of  the  routes  of  vehidea ;  and,  if  lA 
whether  he  will  state  the  reason  iatH^ 
failure  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  ComnuanoMB 
of  the  Metropolitan  uid  City  FoSis 
report  to  me  that  the  sectiQaiBpEactiedlf 
inoperative.    The   difficulty  in  makai 
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of  it  to  control  the  routes  of  vehicles 
first,  from  the  fact  that  it 
pplies  only  to  those  streets  which  are 
riShin  the  special  limits  of  the  Act ; 
ad,  secondly,  from  the  proviso  in  the 
scldon  that  the  number  of  Metropolitan 
tage  carriages  that  may  pass  down  any 
treet  in  pursuance  of  their  ordinary  trade 
ttnnot  be  limited.  I  may  refer  my 
MHa.  iriend  on  this  subject  to  Paragraph 
.66  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
oiMioQ  on  London  Traffic. 

The  Woman  SniCragists. 
Snt  J.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire,  North- 
irich)  asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether 
bs  was  considering  the  advisabUity  of 
I0ooiding  to  the  women  who  were  arrested 
WD,  Tuesday  outside  the  House  treat- 
ment ai  first-class  misdemeanants,  and 
lAether  he  was  also  considering  the 
idvisability  of  taking  them  into  safe 
cmstody  until  the  House  had  risen,  and 
tiiiis  avoid  giving  them  the  notoriety 
they  desired. 

Mk.  GLADSTONE :     I  have  had  no 
B0tice  of  the  Questions. 

.  Mr.  WILLLOi  REDMOND :  Is  it 
mot  a  fact  that  these  ladies  are  simply 
ihgitating  for  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
irhich  has  passed  its  Second  Reading 
hy  an  enormous  majority  in  this  House  ? 


Mr.    GLADSTONE: 
responsible  for  that. 


I    cannot   be 


Mr.  WirJLIAM  REDMOND  :  Well, 
if  you  pass  a  Bill  you  ought  to  go  on 
-wiik  it. 


Contervanoy— Public  Bights  on 

the  Upper  Thames. 

Mb.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) : 

I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 

•of    Trade   whether,    in   any   legislation 

•ffeoting  the   Upper   Thames,   in  view 

•of  the  fact  that  the  Thames  Conservancy 

are  a  nominated  body  and  not  directly 

T6presentative  of  those  who  chiefly  use 

the  river,  and  of  the  importance  of  the 

public  lights  involved,  the  Gk)vernment 

iriU  oonsider  the  advisability  of  providing 

for  the  responsibility  of  the  Board  to 

some  Department  of  the   Government 

in  all  mattes  afieoting  the  protection 

of  any  public  right. 


The  president  of  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (Mr.  Chubchill,  Dundee) : 
The  Bill  which  is  now  being  considered 
by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses 
will  establish  an  authority,  which  I 
hope  will  include  representatives  of 
those  who  use  the  river.  The  new 
authority  will  have  power  under  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894,  to  make 
bye-laws  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  regulating  the 
use  and  enjoyment  of  the  river,  and 
they  will  be  empowered  to  apply  to 
Parliament  if  they  find  that  their  powers 
for  this  purpose  are  insufficient.  I  am 
advised  that  it  would  not  be  practicable 
to  deal  directly  with  the  question  of 
public  rights  in  the  present  BUI. 

Mr.  MORRELL :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  new  body 
will  still  be  a  nominated  body,  and 
would  there  not  be  a  strong  case  for 
making  it  responsible  to  a  Government 
Department  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  general 
character  of  the  body  is  indicated  in 
the  Bill  which  is  now  being  considered. 
As  to  whether  any  alteration  should 
be  made  in  the  different  proportions 
of  which  that  body  is  composed,  that 
is  a  matter  which  may  well  be  held 
over  for  future  consideration.  The 
general  character  of  the  body  may  be 
regarded  as  defined  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  is  aware  that  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Thames,  between  Cleeve  Lock  and 
Streatley,  there  are  notice  boards  stating 
that  the  Conservancy  pay  rent  for  the 
use  of  the  bank  as  a  towpath  and  that 
the  public  have  no  right  to  use  the  bank 
as  a  footpath  except  by  permission  ; 
whether,  before  the  erection  of  these 
notices,  the  inhabitants  of  Streatley  and 
the  public  generally  used  this  path  to 
reach  Cleeve  Lock  and  the  ferry  at  the 
Leather  Bottel ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  is  the  only  path  by  which  the 
lock  and  the  ferry  can  be  reached  from 
Streatley  ;  what  is  the  amount  of  rent 
paid  by  the  Conservancy,  and  at  what 
date  they  began  to  pay  it ;  and  whether 
the  Government  will  take  steps,  in 
connection  with  any  legislation  affecting 
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showing  the  alterations  in  the  existing 
Law  which  it  is  proposed  to  effect  in  the 
Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  No  alteration  or 
amendment  of  the  existing  law  is  con- 
templated by  the  Bill  to  consolidate  the 
Companies  Acts.  The  Bill,  as  the  hon. 
Baronet  is  aware,  has  been  referred  to  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  who 
will  examine  the  details  of  the  Bill,  and 
1 1  hope  eventually  to  report  that  it 
accurately  represents  the  existing  law. 

British  Patents— The  New  Act. 
Mr.  timothy  DAVIES  (Fulham):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  has  received  representations 
from  owners  of  British  patents  worked 
abroad  to  extend  the  time  when  they  will 
be  expected  to  have  such  patents  ade- 
quately worked  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  one  year  or  more  beyond  the  period 
laid  down  in  the  Patents  Act  (Amend- 
ment), 1907  ;  and  if  he  has  received  such 
representations,  what  answers  has  he 
given  them. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  No  representations 
of  the  nature  of  those  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  have  been  received. 

Mr.  TIMOTHY  DAVIES :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if 
he  can  state  the  number  of  patents  worked 
in  foreign  countries  which  are  affected  by 
the  Patents  Act,  1907  ;  how  many  of 
such  patents  are  worked  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  Germany,  and  France 
respectively ;  does  he  anticipate  any 
difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Act ;  and  can  he  state  how  many 
owners  of  such  patents  are  already 
building  factories  or  have  taken  or  are 
about  to  take  land  to  build  factories  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  law. 


Mr.   CHURCHILL:      The   Board   of 
Trade   have   no   information   as   to 
number   of   patents   worked   in   foreign 
countries  that  may  be  affected  by  the 
provisions    of 
referred  to,   nor 

of  the  number  of  the  owners  of  such 
patents  who  are  building  or  about 
to  build  factories  in  this  country,  though 
the  number  is    no    doubt    considerable. 


1 1  see  no  reason  to  anticipate  that  difi- 
culties  are  likely  to  arise  in  canying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  section. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh, Mid.) il^ 

to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

whether  he  is  aware  that  Grerman  mann- 

facturers  have  petitioned  their  Gorem- 

ment  to  obtain,  if  possible  by  diplomttic 

means,  an    extension  of  the  time-limit. 

under  Section  27  of  the  Patents  Act  of 

I  last  year,  under  which,  unless  a  patentn 

makes  use  of  his  grant  to  an  adequate 

.  extent    within    the    United    Kingdom 

■  within  a  year,  it  naay  be  revoked ;  and 

i  whether  the  Board  of  Trade  will  resist 

any  attempt  to  secure  an  extension  of  tke 

time-limit. 

Mr.  CHUBCHILL  :  I  have  seen  and 
statements  in  the  Press,  but  have  no 
official  information.  No  change  in  tki 
date  on  which  Section  27  comes  into 
operation  could  be  made  without  fuitler 
legislation. 

Industrial  Life  in  Gtermany— Price  of 
Bye  Bread. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  a* 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  pagi 
37  of  the  Report  on  certain  condi- 
tions of  industrial  life  in  Gremumr, 
under  the  heading  of  price  of  rye  bread 
per  lb.,  the  prices  given  are  those  per 
4:  lb. ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
eif ect  of  this  misstatement  is  to  repiwent 
bread  as  costing  four  times  as  much  in 
Germany  as  in  England,  he  will  tab 
steps  to  have  the  error  corrected. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  My  attention  liai 

been  called  to  the  unfortunate  omisaioB 
by  a  clerical  error  of  the  figure  "  4  "  in 
the  heading  of  one  of  the  tables  on  page 
37  of  the  General  Report,  which  grm 
the  price  per  lb.  of  rye  bread  in  certain 
towns  in  Germany.  I  have  alrcadT 
the  I  caused  a  corrected  page  to  be  issued.  I 


would,    however,    point    out    that  the 
prices  of  bread  in  Germaiiy  are   givw 


Section    27    of    the    Act  I  correctly  elsewhere  in  the  Voluine. 
have  thev  any  record 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  Will  the  right  koo. 
Gentleman  take  care  to  send  a  copy  d 
this  Answer  to  the  Liberal  PubGimoA 
Department  ? 


7«5 


Questions, 


{1  July  1908} 


Questions. 


766 


Mb,  CHURCHILL  :  Does  the  hon. 
tjfontleman  intend  to  suggest  that  the 
publication  of  this  was  intended  to 
deceive  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  My  Question  is 
4umpl7,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aend  a  copy  of  the  corrected  Answer  to 
^the  Liberal  Publication  Department  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :    I  see  no  reason 
■for  establishing  any  special  connection  I 
between  the  Statistical  Department  of  the 
Board   of    Trade    and    the    Publication 
Department  of  any  Party. 

Speedometers  on  Tramways. 
Mr.  BOWERMAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
^e  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
'whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  regu- 
lations and  bye-laws  dated  5th  March, 
1907,  to  govern  electrical  tramway  traction 
in  London,  power  is  given  to  the  Board 
to  insist  that  every  motor-carriage  used 
•on  the  tramways  shall  be  fitted,  if  and 
when  required  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
with  an  apparatus  to  indicate  to  the 
driver  the  speed  at  which  it  is  running ; 
whether  such  regulation  has  been  put 
into  force ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will 
state  the  reason  for  the  delay  in  carrying 
it  into  effect. 


Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  am  aware  that 
there  is  such  a  Regulation,  but  the 
fitting  of  speed  indicators  on  tramcars 
has  not  hitherto  been  required,  as  no 
satisfactory  appliance  of  the  kind  was 
available,  so  far  as  was  known  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.  I  am,  however,  now 
advised  that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
matter  should  be  further  considered, 
and  I  propose  to  communicate  with  the 
London  County  Council  and  the  corpora- 
tions of  other  large  cities  on  the  subject. 

Bay  of  Firth  Oyster  Fisheries. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether  he  has  powers  under 
Section  5  of  The  Fisheries  (Oyster,  Crab, 
and  Lobster)  Act,  1877,  to  prohibit,  re- 
strict, and  regulate  the  fishing  of  oysters 
at  the  Bay  of  Firth,  in  Orkney  ;  whether 
if  the  Oyster  and  Mussel  Fishery  (Bay 
of  Firth)  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill,  which  is  designed  to  create  a  several 
oyster  fishery   over   an   area   of   about 


4,500  acres  for  a  period  of  sixty  years, 
becomes  law,  he  will  be  precluded  from 
exercising  his  powers  under  that  section 
over  that  area  while  that  Order  is  in  force, 
and  the  only  remedy  in  the  event  of  that 
fishery  not  being  conducted  satisfactorily 
will  be  to  repeal  the  Order  by  a  certificate 
under  Section  45  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Act,  1868,  under  which  Act  the  Provisional 
Order  Bill  is  being  promoted ;  and  why 
the  creation  of  a  private  monopoly  in 
this  public  oyster  fishery  under  the  Act 
of  1868  is  preferred  to  the  regulation  of 
it,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  under 
the  Act  of  1877. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 

(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  has  power  under 
Section  5  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  (Oyster, 
Crab,  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877,  to  pro- 
hibit, restrict,  and  regulate  the  fishing 
of  oysters,  but  that  power  does  not 
extend  to  places  where  a  several  oyster 
fishery  is  constituted  by  Order  under  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868,  the  remedy  for 
unsatisfactory  administration  in  such 
cases  being  as  stated  by  my  hon.  friend. 
Mere  prohibition,  restriction,  or  regu- 
lation would  now  have  little  effect  in 
resuscitating  the  beds  at  the  Bay  of  Firth. 
What  is  wanted  is  the  cultivation  of  the 
beds  on  approved  modern  methods,  and 
neither  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  nor 
the  Fishery  Board  have  powers  or  funds 
for  this  purpose.  Every  effort  to  get 
local  public  bodies  to  take  up  the  matter 
failed,  and  the  Fishery  Board  were  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  on  the  proposal  for  a 
!  public  syndicate.  I  am  informed  that  no 
public  interest  is  being  violated,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  operations  of  the 
syndicate  will  afford  employment  to  a 
number  of  the  local  people. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  :  Will  the  Bill 
I  referred  to  be  taken  to-night  ? 


Mr.  SINCLAIR: 

it  will  be  postponed. 


I  understand  that 


Insanitation  at  Stomoway. 

[  Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he 
will  state  why  the  Report  on  the  sanitary 

,  condition  of  Stornoway  is  not  obtainable 
by  Members  of  this  House,  seeing  that  a 
similar  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition 

2  D  3 


of  thf*  I>;WH  ifihued  when  the  Ute  Oo-7*m- 
uuiiit  was  in  office  was  readilj  ATA^ih-j*. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  The  Repon  r^iwr^i 
to  by  niy  hori.  friend  iij  of  a  di£*r*ii" 
charar^ter  from  the  former  Reporr  on  "oj* 
Hanitary  roiidition  of  the  Lews  to  TrL:.:':i 
my  hon.  friend  alludes,  arid  :r  :•  z.'j'. 
(•onsidi^nMl  nectessary  to  give  it  the  saci* 
puhlicity. 

♦Mh.  HKKS  :  Ih  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
niHii  iiwjiri'  that  the.  jM'ople  of  Stomoway 
liiivp  twii-r  hohi  indignation  mfretings  to 
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ai«i«i-^  Z.O  effort  to  acquire  laad  for  tlie 
i>^'^*y.'znjix.x  of  some  Buch  scheme. 
^ricHi'^T  hearing  in  mind  that  a  con- 
rjZi^T\\'j^  timse  has  elapsed  since  he  nu 
ti:rLJzjiii  with  a  list  of  Lewis  cottars  vho 
irr  mlous  to  migrate  to  the  niAinki^ 

I  l^z  also  to  ask  the  Secietaty  fcr 
Srotl^nd.  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  nor 
-ip-ar^rds  of  four  years  since  the  SoottiA 
*'yf^ot  informed  the  Lewis  district  ooib- 
miTtee  that  the  only  way  of  dealing  wiA 
the  con&r  difficulty  was  by  a  sch^  of 
voluntary  migration  to  the  maiTiUTij^ 
proti'Ht  against  tho  insanitary  character  ar.d  of  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  for 
iittriliiihMl  l)yth<'  hon.  Member  to  their  .Scotland  that  he  saw  a  difficulty  ia 
Himitiiry  ancf  salubrious  island  ?  iinding  crofters  and  cottars  at  once  bott 

desirous  to  migrate  and  possessed  of  tlie 

Mi(.    WKIK:     I    have   had  numerous    requisite     qualification,     will     he    stste 

roininunicat.ions  showing  that  the  hon.    briefly    the    qualifications    required  of 

Mrnibrr  knows  nothing  about  the  matter,    cottar  migrants  :    and  will  he  say  if  asr 

effort  has  yet  been  made  to  ascertain  tk 

*Mk.  KKKS  :   Hut  I  can  supply  proof  of    qualifications  of  the  numerous  cottaisci 

wiiiit  I  ha vp  said.  the  list,  furnished  to  him  some  time  since, 

'  of  those  willing  to  migrate  to  the  main- 
land. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  In  reply  to  tlm 
'  Questions  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
!  Answers  given  to  my  hon.  friend  « 
j  22nd  and  23rd  June.     In  the  fiwantimr 

the    matter    lies    with    the    Landvui 

Committee. 

Mb.  WEIB:  I  should  be  obliged  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  sik 
sliunt  me  on  to  the  Landward  Committe. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  1 


Mh.  SINd.AIR:  I  shall  be  glad  to 
JiiiM*  liny  information  . 

Highlaud   Crofts  and  Deer  Forests. 

Mn.  WKIK  :  I  bo^  to  ask  the  »Secre- 
liux  lor  SiMitland.  in  viow  of  the  need  for 
III  11(1  l»v  «roftors  and  cottars  in  the 
llu'liliinil  rrttftin^  rouiUioH,  will  steps  be 
liiK«Hi  to  |MWont  land  which  is  suitable 
ioi  |ti(ttiiultlo  otMMipatitm  by  the  people 
bi'in^  roll \ or! oil  nito  iloor  fon^st,  ospeci- 
mIIn  iMMuin^  \\\  numl  that  in  n'cont  years 
honic  ol  I  ho  host  nrablo  land  in  tho  High- 
UniN  liufi  l>oon  thus  takon  for  door. 

Ml!    SlNrl.AlU:     My   hon.   friond  is' 
alir,ul\   uwiuv  o\  tiio  land  ]>olioy  of  tho  ' 
(;«>\riiMnon(     wlurh    would    havo    niado 
Iniiliii    land  iiVjulj^blo  for  oroupation  by- 
(Itv    |M-«>pl\\  jnil   1  tun  i\ot  ablo  to  mako 
.uiN  uiiiliiM  jM\»»u»nnron\ont  at  !hopri»Si»nt 
I  \\\w 

Congest  ion  in  Lewis. 
Mk  \N  I'lK  I  Ivi;  to  ask  tho  Svri»- 
uii\  um  >voi!.»ud.  IK  \  ;o\\  ot  tho  l;ut  that 
\\  ■'.  '.-.I'w  upw.iuU  v»i  ii»ui  M\u>  siiu'o  tho 
^vot•.>»ll  Oihvv  Mil\»in\o\l  (ho  Low  is 
li-.-'.  ut  .iMiiui.ltoo  x\\M  lUo  only  wav  ot 
\li',i'  I  i:  with  tho  \ottai  \l'.iVivu!r\  was  bv  ,^ 
Nvliv'iv.i'    i«t    volur.t.iiv     ni:i;i\kf.o!i    to    tho 


mau-.uiul.    will    ho    o\i»!.i.!i    wh\    ho 


*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order.  Ik 

hon.    Member    must    know    he   is  Ml 
entitled  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Will  the  right  Iml 
Gentleman  consider  the  desirabifitr  d 
looking  into  this  matter  himself,  and  Ml 
giving  me  Answers  of  this  chazacter  I 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  ka. 
Member  to  put  his  Question  in  a  oomtBMfr 
way.  and  when  he  receives  a  reply  Mft 
to  comment  on  it. 

Mr.  weir  :  In  consequence  d  Ai 
unsatisfactory  reply  I  have  leemi  I 
Ivg  to  give  notice  that  I  diall  tab  Ai 


lia.<    earliest  opportunity  of  <^1Kng 
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"to  the  negligence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle 


Sufherland  Main  Eoadg. 
Mb.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg 
■"to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
any  arrangements  have  yet  been  made 
Itod  making  a  grant  to  the  Sutherland 
CSounty  Council  towards  the  cost  of 
"making  up  and  widening  the  main  roads. 


Mr.  SINCLAIR 
''tbe  negative. 


The  Answer  is  in 


Mb.  MORTON  :  When  will  this  matter 
"be  considered  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  asked  for  notice    of 

tany  further  Questions,  and  added  that 

HkB  hon.  Member  must  be  aware  from 

•the  previous  Answers  that  the  matter 

•4K>ald  only  be  dealt  with  in  a  general 

Mr.  MORTON  reminded  the  right  hon. 
CJentleman  that  he  had  as  yet  sent  no 
^answer  to  the  deputation  which  waited 
^n  him  on  the  subject  some  months  ago. 

Old  Shoremore  Harbonr. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
.  "tary  for  Scotland  whether  anything  has 
•yet  been  done  to  improve  the  harbour 
•at  Old  Shoremore,  Kinlochbervie,  Suther- 
landshire,  so  that  the  fishermen  may 
•use  it  with  safety  and  for  their  protection. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  As  I  have  already 
informed  my  hon.  friend,  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  after  full  consideration, 
»do  not  feel  justified  in  making  a  grant  in 
aid  of  the  work  indicated. 

Embo  Pier,  Sutherlandshire. 
Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
:Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  anything 
has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  pier  at 
Embo,  Sutherlandshire,  so  that  the 
fishermen  can  use  it  for  the  protection 
-of  their  lives  and  boats  ;  and,  if  not, 
-will  he  see  that  something  is  done  for 
the  protection  of  life  and  property. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  have  nothing  to 
4kdd  to  my  reply  to  my  hon.  friend  on 
:28th  May,  1907,  when  I  informed  him 
^that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  hold 
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that  the  position  of  the  local  fishing 
industry  does  not  justify  them  in  spending 
further  public  money  on  this  pier. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  endeavour  to  induce  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  do  some- 
thing to  protect  these  fishermen  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Port  Skerra  Pier,  Sutherland. 
Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  can 
say  whose  duty  it  is  to  improve  and  en- 
large the  pier  at  Port  Skerra,  Sutherland  ; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  this  pier  is 
improved,  so  as  to  be  of  use  to  the  fisher- 
men in  the  district. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  obligation  to 
maintain  the  pier  lies  with  the  county 
council,  but  it  is  not  obligatory  on  any- 
one to  improve  or  enlarge  it. 

Illegal  Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the 
l7th  and  18th  instant,  eight  trawlers 
were  at  work  in  the  Moray  Firth  near 
Helmsdale  ;  that  some  of  them  were  at 
work  within  the  three-mile  limit ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  night  these  trawlers 
were  at  work  in  Loth  Bay  ;  and  can  he 
say  whether  there  are  any  fishery 
cruisers  on  duty  in  the  Moray  Firth,  and, 
if  so,  where  are  thev.  -f  ><   s 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  The  Board  have  had 
no  complaints  regarding  illegal  trawling 
about  the  dates  mentioned  in  my  hon. 
friend's  Question,  but  on  the  19th  in- 
stant the  "  Viking "  was  reported  for 
illegal  trawling  within  the  three-mile  limit 
oi!  Lybster  by  the  commander  of  the 
"  Ringdove,"  and  the  case  has  been 
reported  to  the  Procurator-Fiscal  at 
Wick.  As  to  the  position  of  the  fishery 
cruisers,  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to 
give  details.  t 

Fishing  Eights  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  MENZIES  (Lanarkshire,  S.)  :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  forty  years  con- 
tinuous use  of  a  footpath  gives  the  publio 
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a  prescriptive  right  to  use,  commonly 
called  a  right  of  way,  he  would  bring 
forward  legislation  to  make  the  same 
principle  apply  to  any  river  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland  which  has  been 
continuously  fished  for  the  same  length 
of  time  without  let  or  hindrance  from 
the  landed  proprietor. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs)  :  The  exclusion 
in  recent  years  of  the  public  from  fishing 
over  considerable  stretches  of  water  has 
brought  into  greater  prominence  the 
question  of  the  possible  acquisition  by 
the  public  of  such  rights  of  access  and 
fishing  by  prescriptive  use  or  otherwise. 
My  hon.  friend  quite  rightly  alludes  to 
the  relation  which  such  acquisition  bears 
to  the  whole  question  of  rights  of  way. 
These  questions  so  related  have  for  some 
time  been  receiving  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  point  as 
to  future  legislation  does  not  fall  within 
my  Department,  and  any  Question  on  the 
subject  should  be  addressed  to  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Clonakilty  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  E.  BARRY  (Cork  County,  S.) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  refused  to 
take  further  action  in  the  reinstatement 
of  Philip  Hayes,  evicted  tenant,  in  the 
farm  at  Ballyvackey,  Clonakilty,  from 
which  he  was  evicted  ;  and,  if  so,  on 
what  grounds  have  they  rejected  his 
claim  for  reinstatement. 

TheJ'j  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) :  The  Estates  Commissioners 
have  decided  that  they  cannot  take 
any  action  to  procure  the  reinstatement 
of  Philip  Hayes  in  the  holding  which 
his  father  surrendered  in  September, 
188().  The  compulsory  provisions  of 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Act,  11)07,  cannot 
be  applied  in  this  case,  and  the  owner 
refuses  to  sell  the  lands. 

Bustard  Estate,  Donegal. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  representations  were 
made  to  the  Estates  Commissioners  in  | 


October,  1007,  and  in  June,  1908,  that 
the  owner  of  the  Bustard  estate,  situate 
in  the  electoral  diiosionB  of  Inver  and 
Dunkineely,  County  Donegal,  was  willing 
to  sell  the  property  throi:qgh  the  Estates 
Commissioners;  as  this  estate,  oatside 
the  tenants'  holdings,  compriaes  1,44^ 
acres  of  untenanted  land  in  the  ownefa 
possession  what  steps,  if  any,  did  Qie 
Commissioners  take  to  interview  Ae 
owner  or  inspect  the  property;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  tliat 
this  grazing  tract  is  urgently  needed 
to  relieve  congestion  in  the  district 
and  give  some  land  to  the  landleu 
fishermen  and  others  in  these  electonl 
divisions,  measures  will  be  promptlj' 
instituted  to  expedite  the  sale. 

Mr.  CHERRY :  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners received  representations  made 
to  them  on  behalf  of  the  tenants  in 
December,  1907,  and  June,  1908.  Sa 
far  back  as  July,  1907,  the  Commii- 
sioners  communicated  with  the  owner 
offering  to  inspect  the  untenanted  land 
on  the  estate  with  a  view  to  porchaae,. 
and  have  since  addressed  him  on  seveial 
occasions,  but  have  received  no  reply. 
The  Conmiissioners  do  not  consider  tJiat 
they  can  take  any  farther  steps  in  die 
matter  at  present.  If  the  owner  is 
willing  to  sell  his  tenanted  and  untenanted 
land,  as  suggested  in  the  Question,  lie 
should  institute  formal  proceedings  before 
the  Commissioners. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  CatOe-dxlTa 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-LientenaBfr 
of  Ireland  whether  he  has  received 
information  that  it  is  intended  to  loot 
the  cattle  on  the  Eiltogert  Farm,  near 
Carrick-on-Shannon ;  whether  he  baa 
been  informed  that  this  threat  is  due 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  charges  agUDSt 
the  men  who  were  proceeded  againit 
for  driving  cattle  on  this  farm  on  Easter 
Monday;  whether  the  owner  has  in- 
formed him  of  the  steps  he  pxoposea- 
to  take  to  protect  his  property  in  ddkult 
of  receiving  any  protection  from  the  law  ; 
and  what  action  will  the  Ctoveznment 
take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  CHERRY  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  received  a  letter  from  the  owner  of 
a  fourth  part  of  this  property,  in  whidt 
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fhe  writer  states  that  he  has  received 
nionnation  that,  as  a  result  of  the  with- 
limwal  of  the  previous  charges,  it  is 
intended  to  loot  the  cattle  on  the  farm  in 
joeetion,  and  that  in  such  event  he 
intends  to  take  certain  strong  measures 
Bor  the  protection  of  his  property.  My 
dglit  hon.  friend  has  already  informed 
die  hon.  Member  that  the  former  case 
wrms  not  proceeded  with  because  there 
bad  been  no  renewal  of  cattle-driving  in 
the  locality.  This  course  was  adopted 
in  the  interests  of  the  peace  of  the  locality. 
Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  no 
emae  of  cattle-driving  from  the  farm 
since  that  which  occurred  two  and  a  half 
months  ago.  The  police  authorities  in- 
form me  that,  so  far  as  they  are  aware, 
no  threat  to  loot  the  cattle  has  been 
made.  The  police,  however,  are  afEording 
constant  protection  to  the  property  of 
the  gentleman  referred  to. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  And  in  the  event 
of  another  attempt  being  made  to  drive 
these  cattle,  may  we  take  it  that  the 
gentleman  referred  to  will  be  justified 
in  taking  the  steps  he  suggests  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  do  not  say  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  do  not  know  what  steps 
he  proposes. 

Cattle-drives. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  able  to  give 
any  facts  to  the  House  to  show  that 
the  practice  of  binding  to  be  of  good 
behaviour  is  having  any  effect  in  diminish- 
ing the  number  of  cattle-drives. 

Mr.  cherry  :  The  number  of  cattle- 
drives  in  the  month  of  June  is  consider- 
ably less  than  the  number  in  May,  but 
how  far  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  persons  have  been  bound  to  the 
peace  for  cattle-driving  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  The  police  authorities  inform 
me  that  in  two  or  three  instances  only 
have  persons  who  were  bound  to  the 
peace  been  again  found  driving  cattle. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary'  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  how  many  cattle-drives  have 
been  reported  by  the  police  during  the 
six  months  ending  27th  June,  in  how 


many  of  these  cases  have  accused  persons 
been  put  on  their  trial  before  common 
juries,  and  how  many  convictions  have 
been  obtained. 

Mr.  cherry  :  The  number  of  cattle- 
drives  reported  during  the  period  in 
question  was  413.  In  none  of  the  cases 
were  accused  persons  put  on  trial  before 
a  common  jury. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intend  to  abolish  trial  by 
jury  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  recognise  the  fact  that 
trial  by  jury  in  agrarian  cases  in  Ireland 
is  a  farce  ? 


Mr.  cherry  : 

the  kind. 


No,  Sir.    Nothing  of 


Moate  Cattle-drive. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  liOrd-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  heard  at  Trim  Quarter 
Sessions  on  Thur3day,  when  compensa- 
tion was  awarded  for  injury  done  to 
forty  bullocks  and  heifers,  driven  off  the 
lands  of  Captain  Fowler,  D.L.,  near 
Moate  on  9th  May ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  evidence  showed  that  the 
cattle  were  driven  over  a  six-foot  fence, 
across  ploughed  land,  through  a  river, 
and  over  a  barbed- wire  fence,  which 
cut  several  of  the  animals,  that  the  Judge 
said  he  was  told  that  these  cattle-drives 
were  an  innocent  form  of  amusement, 
and  the  cattle  were  only  driven  gently 
along  the  roads,  and  that  he  wished  those 
who  held  that  opinion  had  heard  the 
evidence  of  the  dastardly  manner  in  which 
these  animals  were  treated ;  and  whether 
any  persons  were  punished  for  the  cruelty 
perpetrated  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  cherry  :  In  the  case  in  question 

the   County  Court  Judge   awarded  the 

sum  of  £21  as  compensation  for  the  injury 

to   the   cattle.     I   understand  that  the 

evidence  given    during    the    hearing  of 

I  the  case,  and  the  remarks  of  the  County 

j  Court     Judge,     were     substantially    aa 

I  stated  in  the  Question.    I  am  informed 
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by  the  police  authorities  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  make  any  person  amenable 
in  the  case  owing  to  the  lack  of  evidence. 

DimdnLin  Estate  Cattle-drive. 
Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  award  by  Judge  Moore  of 
£200  to  the  Messrs.  Hickey,  as  compensa- 
tion for  injury  to  cattle  driven  off  grazing 
lands  on  the  Dundrum  estate  ;  whether 
people  who  had  driven  off  the  cattle  have 
since  been  put  in  possession  of  the  lands 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners  ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  explain  why  this  has  been  done 
in  view  of  the  pledge  given  to  a  deputation 
on  13th  December  last,  and  since  repeated 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  persons 
who  took  part  in  cattle-drives  would  not 
share  in  the  division  of  the  lands. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  the  cattle- 
drive  referred  to  in  the  Question  took 
place  after  the  purchasers  had  been 
selected  by  them.  The  Commissioners 
are  not  aware  that  any  of  the  purchasers 
were  actually  engaged  in  the  driving 
of  the  cattle,  and,  so  far  as  their  in  forma- 
tion goes,  no  persons  have  been  prose- 
cuted in  connection  with  the  matter. 

Foreign  Office  Vote. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD   (Middlesex, 
Brentford)  :   I     beg   to  ask    the   Prime 
Minister  if  he  will  state  when  the  Foreign 
Office  Vote  will  be  taken  again. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fifeshiro,  E.)  :  No  date  can 
yet  be  fixed  for  the  further  consideration 
of  the  Foreign  Office  Vote. 

Sugar  Convention  Additional  Act. 
Mr.  SCOTT  (Ashton-under-Lyne) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  can 
now  state  whether  any  one,  and,  if  so, 
which,  of  the  contracting  States  signa- 
tories of  The  Sugar  Convention  Addi- 
tional Act,  1907,  with  the  sole  exception 
of  Great  Britain,  has  ratified  that  Act 
without  previously  obtaining  the  assent 
of  its  Parliament ;  and  are  His  Majesty's 
Government  advised  that  they  have 
greater  powers  than  the  Governments 
of    either    Belgium,    Holland,    Sweden, 
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France,  or  Geimany  to  agree,  withoitt 
Parliamentary  assent,  to  intematumal 
compacts  affecting  tiie  tzade  of  the 
country  and  its  supply  of  sugar. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  can  add  nothing 
to  the  answer  given  by  me  on  3id  Juk. 
It  has  never  been  the  constitndoDil 
practice  to  submit  commercial  tzeatia 
to  Parliament  except  in  the  conditioDt 
explained  in  my  answer,  none  of  whick 
apply  to  the  present  case.  I  m&y  add 
that  the  decision  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  in  regard  to  the  Sugar  Conventioa 
was  announced  to  this  House  more  thtn 
twelve  months  ago. 


The  Kayy  Estimates. 
Mr.  BELLAIBS  :  I  beg  to  ask  tbe 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  aware  tkit 
the  Report  stages  of  Vote  A.  and  Vote  1 
of  the  Navy  Estimates  were  allowed 
to  go  through  at  a  late  hour  of  the  ni|^t 
on  19th  March  as  a  result  of  an  agce^ 
ment  that  Vote  5  of  the  Navy  Estimatei 
would  be  placed  first  on  the  Order  Paper 
at  an  early  date  ;  and  whether  he  ctn 
now  state  in  what  manner  he  piopoaei 
to  carry  out  this  undertaking,  so  that  Ik 
question  of  training  of  naval  offioen 
and  the  engine-room  'persanf^l  can  be 
adequately  discussed. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  recognise  that  u 
intimation  was  given  to  the  House  that 
an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  far 
the  further  consideration  of  Vote  5  of 
the  Navy  Estimates,  and  I  am  proposing 
to  place  that  Vote,  and  Votes  14,  13^ 
and  15  on  the  Order  Paper  next  week, 
probably  Wednesday.  I  am  hoping  thift 
not  more  than  half  a  day  will  be  devoted 
to  the  discussion  of  these  Navy  Votes. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  WiVL  the  Vote  bi 
brought  on  immediately  after  ihe  Qoei* 
tions  as  promised  by  the  First  Loid ! 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  acqusinted 
with  the  terms  of  the  promise,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  first. 

Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriaxsl 
Is  Vote  5  to  be  taken  on  this  half-day ! 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Yes,  Sir.  I  do  EOt 
think  Votes  13,  14  and  15  will  take  miA 

time. 
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flootliih  Estimates— Debate  on  Trawling. 
Mb.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Bnighs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
^whether  be  is  aware  tbat  the  question  of 
ioieign  trawlers  is  exciting  great  interest 
In  Scotland ;  and  whether,  therefore, 
lie  will  arrange  that,  on  the  further  half- 
•day  to  be  allotted  to  Scottish  Estimates, 
ishe  Fishery  Board  Vote  shall  be  taken 

Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  at  the  same 
time  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
Tie  will  arrange  to  give  another  day 
"for  the  consideration  of  the  Scottish 
Estimates,  especially  with  regard  to 
^e  trawling  question. 

Mr.  BARNES:  Shall  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  unem- 
ployed question  on  that  Vote  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  In  the  event  of  the 
Navy  Votes  alluded  to  in  my  reply  to 
ihe  last  Question  being  obtained  by 
sbout  eight  o'clock,  I  am  prepared 
to  allot  the  remainder  of  the  sitting 
to  Scottish  Estimates  and  propose  to 
pfut  down  the  Fishery  Board  Vote  first. 

Mr.  BARNES  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  move  the  closure  at  a  given 
time,  or  will  we  be  expected  to  make 
our  own  arrangement  as  to  the  debate. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  would  rather 
wait  and  see  how  matters  develop. 

The  Budget 
Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  what  had 
become  of  the  Budget.  When  did  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Finance  Bill, 
and  did  he  propose  to  take  it  under 
the  guillotine  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :    The  House,  by  the 
"Second  Reading  of  the  Finance  BiU,  has 
afiGinned  all  the  principles  contained  in 
the  Budget.     The  Committee  stage  of  the"  | 
Finance  Bill  Temains,  and  will  be  taken  i 
in  the  usual  course,  and  according  to  the  ' 
ordinary  methods  of  procedure.  ' 

Votes  and  Proceedings.  | 

Mr.      WILLIAM       RUTHERFORD  j 

^Liverpool,    West    Derby)    called    the ' 


attention  of  the  Speaker  to  an  omission 
from  Votes  and  Proceedings  which  were 
circulated  each  day  among  Members ; 
and  upon  which  the  journals  of  the 
House  were  based.  There  was  no  record 
of  an  Amendment  moved  by  him,  and 
accepted  by  the  Government  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill 
yesterday.  The  Amendment  was  to  leave 
out  the  word  "  payable "  and  insert 
the  word  "  receivable."  He  also  thought 
there  was  an  incorrect  entry  in 
Votes  and  Proceedings  in  regard  to  what 
occurred  at  the  fall  of  the  guillotine. 
It  stated  that  at  half  past  ten  o'clock 
the  Chairman  proceeded,  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  the  House  of  17th  June, 
to  put  forthwith  Amendments  moved 
by  the  Grovemment  of  which  notice  had 
been  given.  He  submitted  that  those 
words  meant  that  notice  must  have 
been  given  before  half-past  ten.  There 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  excitement 
at  the  fall  of  the  guillotine  and  some 
misunderstanding ;  and  it  was  presumed 
that  no  notice  had  been  given  of  one 
of  the  Amendments  put  by  the  Chairman. 
Could  they  have  an  assurance  that 
notice  was  duly  given  ?  If  so,  they  would 
be  satisfied. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  making  a  general  speech.  What  is  his 
point  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  said 
he  desired  to  know  whether  he  would  be 
in  order  in  moving  that  this  omission  and 
error  in  Votes  and  Proceedings  be  rectified. 

Mr.  speaker  :  In  other  words,  the 
hon.  Member  is  appealing  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  me  on  the  second  point. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  :  Not 
exactly.  Sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  In  regard  to 
that  point,  it  is  quite  clear  that  I 
have  no  control  whatever  over  what 
occurred  in  Committee  ;  and  I  presume 
the  Chairman  would  not  have  put  the 
Question  unless  he  was  acting,  or  thought 
he  was  acting,  under  the  direction  of  the 
House  as  contained  in  the  order  which  the 
hon.  Member  quoted.  With  regard  to 
the   first    Question,    I   think   the   hon. 
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Member  is  in  error  in  supposing  that  the  \ 
A'otes  and  Proceedings  are,  or  attempt  to  j 
be,  a  complete  record  of  what  occurs  in : 
Committee.  They  are  nothing  of  the  kind. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  Amendments 
which  are  never  recorded  in  the  Votes  and 
Proceedings.  The  only  record  of  such 
Amendments  is  to  be  found  in  the  amend- 
eil  Bill  itself.  The  only  Amendments 
recorded  in  the  Votes  and  Proceedings 
are  those  which  terminate  in  a  division 
of  the  Committee,  and  those  under  con- 
sideration when  progress  is  reported.  But 
in  the  case  of  Amendments  which  are 
accepted  by  the  Committee  or  withdrawn 
no  record  is  kept  in  the  Votes  and 
Proceedings.  The  attempt  to  keep  such 
a  record  would  be  a  novel  course  and 
would  encumber  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings. If  the  hon.  Member  wishes  to 
alter  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  in  any 
respect,  he  can  do  so  by  giraig  notice 
a  lid  mo-ving  when  he  gets  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  :    I 
desire  to  thank  you.  Sir,  for  your  Answer. 


PUBLIC  PETITIONS  C<  LMMITTEE. 
Fifth  Report  brought  up,  and  read  : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


LOCAL    REGISTRATION    OF  TITLl 
(IRELAND)  AMENDMENT  BILL 

Reported  without  Amendment,  fi 
Standing  Committee  A. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Tableland  tc 
printed.    [No.  205]. 

Minutes    of   the    Proceedings  of 
Standing    Committee     to    be    prini 
[No.  205.] 

Bill   to   be   taken   into  consider 
to-morrow. 


NEW  WRIT, 

New  Writ  for  the  County  of  Pembro 
in  the  room  of  John  Wynford  PhilH] 
esquire,  Chiltern  Hundreds. — (Jfr.  /« 
Pease.) 


NEW  BILL 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Sir  William  Bramptox  Gurdox  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection:  ■ 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing    Committee  A  ■ 
(in  respect  of  the  Infant  Life  Protection 
(No.  2)  Bill)  :    Mr.  Montgomery  and  (in 
respect    of   the    University    of   Durham 
Bill)  Mr.  Srarisbrick  :  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  Infant 
Life  Protection  (No.  2)  Bill)  :    Mr.  Cros- 
tield :  and  (in  respect  of  the  University 
of  Durham  Bill) :  Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Girdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A 
(in  respect  of  the  Coroners  (Ireand)  Bill)  : 
Mr.  Edward  Barry,  Mr.  Clancy.  Mr. 
Lardner.  Mr.  Muldoon,  and  Mr.  James 
O'Connor  :  and  had  appointed  in  sub- 
stitution (in  respect  of  the  said  Bill)  : 
Mr.  Charles  MacVeigh,  Mr.  Patrick 
White,  Mr.  Meagher,  Mr.  John  Phillips, 
and  Mr.  Hogan. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ISLE  OF  ^LAX  (CUST03IS  DITIBS; 
BILL. 

'*  To  amend  the  Law  with  respet 
Customs  Duties  in  the  Isle  of  3Ii 
presented  by  Mr.  Hobhouse ;  to 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  289]. 


OLD-AGE  PENSIOI^S^BILL 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)jn  the^Q 

Clause  7  : 

*The  chairman  said  th&i 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Membc 
Norwood  (to  leave  ont  subsection 
as  it  referred  to  the  whole  ot 
subsection,  would  not  be  in  < 
because  striking  out  the  suba 
would  be  equivalent  in  this  ca 
striking  out  the  whole  clause,  an 
proposal  of  that  sort  ought  to  coi 
on  the  question  that  the  clause 

part.j  :«^£^sJe     L-tl.       ^..  a 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Lc 
asked  when  the  important  qneatians 
by  subsection  (1)  cmdd  be  laiaec 
until  the  end  of  the  clauBe  ! 
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Ik.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) 
i  the  clause  proposed  to  set  up  three 
tinct  authorities — the  pension  com- 
:tee,  the  pension  officer,  and  the 
.tral  authority.     As  a  matter  of  fact. 
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to  say  that  such  a  committee  would,  in 
some  cases,  be  saturated  with  sectarian, 
political,  and  social  prejudices,  pre- 
judices levelled,  be  it  remembered,  against 
the  feebler  and  older  labourers.  He 
•ts  of  the  clause  did  hang  together,  |  knew  something  about  it,  because  he 
'  yet  they  were  separate  and  distinct,  was  the  son  of  a  country  vicar,  and  he  had 
I  he  understand  it  would  be  im-  come  into  friendlv  contact  with  hundreds 
aible  to  discuss  the  clause  as  it  stood  i  of  labourers.  He  had  no  wish  to  exaggerate 


I 


the  duties  of  the  three  officers  or 
lies  created  until  they  reached  the 
I  of  the  clause  ? 


a  good  case,  but  hon.  Members  probably 
saw  in  the  newspapers  of  yesterday 
or  the  day  before  a  case  in  which 
an  agricultural  labourer  in  the  Tonbridge- 
Division  of  Kent  had  been  evicted  from 
his  house,  because  he  had  had  the 
von  Boroughs)  said  he  could  quite  see  I  audacity  to  apply  for  land  under  the 
difficulty  raised  by  the  Leader  of  the  \  Small    Holdings     Act — that     was     the 


:he  chancellor  of  the  ex 

EQUER   (Mr.   Lloyd-George,   Car 


Position,  but  he  did  not  see  that  that 
it  could  not  be  raised  on  the  Amend- 
it  next  on  the  Paper. 


kind  of  prejudice  and  petty  tyranny  to 
which  the  labourers  might  have  to 
submit.  Some  of  these  pension  com- 
mittees would  probably  be  recruited  from 
the  ranks  of  small  squires,  parsons,  their 
wives,  who  were  often  worse  than  them- 
selves, Tory  farmers,  retired  snobs,  et  hoc 
genus  omne.  Full  play  would  be  given 
to  local  gossip,  and  the  members  of  the 
ation  arose  on  the  next  Amendment,    committee  could  make  political  capital 

out  of  the  fact  that  they  were  the  arbiters 
as  to  whether  a  pension  was  to  be 
bestowed  or  withheld.  It  might  be  said 
that  some  check  existed  against  that 
kind  of  thing,  and  that  it  would  be 
unpopular  for  any  local  committee  to 
refuse  a  man  a  pension,  and  so  put  him 
on  the  rates.  Many  unsuccessful  ap- 
plicants, however,  might  not  go  on  the 
liderable  feeling  existed  in  the  House  |  rates,  but  relapse  into  that  state  of 
I  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  ,  independent  semi-starvation  from  which 
1  committee  of  amateurs  to  control  |  if  they  got  the  pension  they  would 
distribution  of  State  pensions,  and  ;  emerge.  The  faithful  adherents  of  the 
was  more  particularly  opposed  to  it  I  Government  in  the  counties  frequently 
Q  the  point  of  view  of  a  Member  for  '  lived  under  singularly  oppressive  condi- 
agriciUtural  constituency..  He  did  '  t ions,  and  he  regretted  to  have  to  say  that 
think  the  majority  of  Members  of  to  some  extent  the  fetters  of  this  accursed 
House  adequately  realised  the  social  feudalism  had  been  rivetted  more  firmly 
iitions  under  which  the  older  and  than  ever  by  some  of  the  Liberal  appoint- 
rer  labourers  had  to  live  in  our  ments  to  the  Bench,  and  by  handing 
atry  villages.  He  was  well  aware ,  over  our  citizen  soldiers  to  County 
;  most  towns,  like  Leicester,  and  some  j  Associations.  If  it  was  thought  that 
.he  country  districts,  like  the  West :  it  was  unfair  or  unwise  to  entrust  so  much 


The  chairman  said  that  so  far  as 
»tions  were  correlated  he  always  tried 
to  interfere  with  proper  discussions 
khem,  but  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
hequer    had  said,    in   this   case  the 


MDr.  BENNETT  (Oxfordshire,  Wood- 

k)    moved  the  omission    of   all  the 

dsof  the  clause  after  "determined" 

the   openip.j]j   sentence,    in    orJer  to 

rt    *-by    the    pension    officer."     He 

the     object    of    his     Amendment 

to  substitute  the  pension  officer  for 

pension  committee.     He  thought  a 


ing  of  Yorkshire,  could  take  ample 
\  tihat  fair  play  was  exercised  in  the 
position  and  conduct  of  a  pension 
mittee,  but  he  would  like  to  ask 
I  all  sincerity  what  they  imagined 
Id  be  the  character  of  such  a  com- 
iee  in  an  average  agricultural  district 
iPgland.    It  was  not  an  exaggeration 


power  to  one  individual,  an  Amendment 
could  be  framed  and  accepted,  which 
would  allow  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  pension  officer  to  the  local  Bench 
of  magistrates.  They  had,  after  all,  a 
sense  of  responsibility  and  were,  by  the 
expert  advice  of  the  magistrates'  clerk, 
kept  more  or  less  within  the  bounds  o£ 
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legal  rectitude.  A  pension  officer,  of 
-course  was  a  public  official,  or,  to  use  the 
more  grandiloquent  expression  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  was  an 
Imperial  officer.  He  would  have  local 
knowledge,  he  w^ould  understand  his 
ni^ier  thoroughly,  and  he  would  be  paid 
by  the  central  authority  and  be  re- 
sponsible to  that  authority  alone. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  14,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  determined '  to  end  of  the  clause, 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  by  the  pension  officer.' " 
— {Mr.  Bennett,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  down  to  the  end 
of  line  14,  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  did  not 
suppose  he  was  speaking  alone  for  Members 
on  his  side  of  the  House  when  he  dis- 
sociated himself  entirely  from  the 
speech  just  delivered,  which  would 
have  more  appropriately  found  place  in 
a  book  of  ill-natured  fairy  tales  than  in 
the  records  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  good  enough  to 
take  them  into  his  owti  personal  family 
history,  and  claimed  to  be  an  authority 
on  the  subject  of  squires  and  country 
labourers  because  he  was  the  son  of  a 
•country  rector.  Anybody  familiar  with 
country  life  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain 
would  altogether  fail  to  recognise  the 
description  given  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  having  the  smallest  relation 
to  w^hat  actually  occurred  in  our  country 
districts.  Reference  had  been  ,  made 
more  than  once  by  those  really  conversant 
with  the  question  to  the  action  of  land- 
owners and  others  in  making  provision 
in  the  form  of  a  pension  for  their  own 
labourers,  and  anybody  who  had  studied 
the  question  of  the  present  position  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  must  know 
])erfe(!tly  well  that  on  the  estates  of  the 
gentlemen  so  curiously  described  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oxfordshire  there 
was  almost  invariably  to  be  found 
a  system  of  pensions  by  which  the  old 
labourers  were  provided  for  to  the  end 
of  their  lives,  and  under  which  it  was 
never  necessary  for  them  to  apply  to  the 
Poor  Law.  He  was  speaking  of  what  he 
knew  from  his  own  personal  experience ; 
in  almost  every  case  where  a  village 
belonged   to   one    or    two  large  owners 

Mr,  Bennett. 


the  number  of  people  foand  on  tk 
Poor  Law  was  infinitesiiniL  He 
spoke  of  some  villages  wheie  it  was  ik 
record  of  the  village  that  no  mm  « 
woman  in  the  most  remote  degiee  coi- 
nected  with  the  estate  had  ever  bcei 
allowed  to  go  on  the  Poor  Law ;  and  tint 
was  the  kind  of  thing  described  by  thi 
hon.  Gentleman  when  he  sought  to  get 
rid  of  the  pension  committees.  Tk 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  an  agiicil- 
tural  labourer  had  been  evicted  beciM 
he  applied  for  a  small  holding;  bedii 
not  go  into  the  details  or  facts  of  the  cut 
He  thought  even  those  who  did  not  bdira 
in  the  land  system  of  the  countiy  wooH 
agree  withhun  that,  inconmion  bizuM^ 
before  the  owner  of  that  property  ih 
condemned  he  ought  to  have  to 
case  stated,  and  that  they  ought  110I  \s 
assume,  because  the  hon.  Gentkim 
gave  one  single  case,  without  one  itoii 
of  verification,  that  therefore  he  111 
justified  in 

•Mr.  BENNETT :  The  case  occiund 
in  the  Tonbridge  Division  of  Kent 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  was  alleged 
merely  that  a  man  was  turned  out 
because  he  made  a  particular  appGct- 
tion.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  a 
distinguished  member  of  one  of  die 
Universities,  and  he  would,  thcnbn* 
know  perfectly  well  the  difficuttj  of 
proving  that  an  act  of  an  indmdnil 
was  due  to  one  particular  cause.  B 
suited  him  to  say  the  man,  whose  bum 
they  did  not  know,  was  turned  oofe 
because  he  made  a  particular  appiksitioB- 
He  did  not  think  that  kind  of  chuge 
would  weigh  much  with  the  House,  ft 
was  on  totally  different  grounds  thst  k 
found  himself,  with  great  relnctaaoB^ 
supporting  an  Amendment  moved  it 
such  a  speech.  Owing  to  the  difficnkiei 
of  the  Parliamentary  situation  ha  kal 
no  other  opportunity  of  considering  Ab 
question  he  wanted  to  bring  to  the  notin 
of  the  Government.  The  Ghanoelkr  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  had  borne  «tt 
great  good-humour  and  patienoe  the  hflv? 
burden  of  carrying  through  tiiis  W 
had  charged  some  Memben  of  the  OBg- 
sition  with  inadequate  study  of  the  HL 
That  charge  had  been  made  uunsfe  hta 
more  tbn  once,  but  he  eoiU 
assure  the  Chancellor  of  the 
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hat  he  had  read  the  Bill,  he  suspected  as 
tften  as  the  rieht  hon.  (Gentleman  himself 
lad  done,  and  he  was  sure  as  carefully. 
Xe  wanted  to  know  from  the  Grovernment 
rhether  they  attached  to  the  English 
■Dffuage  a  different  meaning  from  that ' 
rfaich    was    given    in    any    dictionary  i 
D    any    bookseller's    shop.       He    yen-  j 
ared    to  say  the  other  day  that  the ; 
lanaion  committee  under  this  Bill  were 
Iharged  with  a  particular  duty,  and  he  , 
MUM    that   view  on    the    language  of 
mbsection  (b)— 

**  The  pension  officer  shall  inquire  into  and  | 
imort  upon  any  claim  or  question  so  referred 
feo  niin,  and  the  local  pension  committee  shall,  | 
m  the  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  pension  | 
lAoer,  and  im»r  obtaining  from  him,  it  neces- 
■Mrj»  any  further  information  as  to  the  claim 
ia  question,  consider  the  case  and  eive  their 
laeurion  upon  the  claim  in  question.' 

Their  decision  would  not  require  1  egal 
interpretation.  '*  Decision''  meant  a 
lettlement  of  the  case ;  therefore,  he  had 
nmimed  that  the  pension  committee  were 
intended  to  hear  all  the  facts  as  narrated 
by  the  pension  officer,  and  then  arrive  at 
t£eir  decision.  But  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  other  day  had  pointed  out 
that  that  was  a  mistaken  view  altogether ; 
bhat  the  real  official  in  the  matter  was 
Ae  pension  officer  in  the  first  instance  — 
he  called  him  the  Imperial  officer— and 
tte  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  through  his  Department,  was  also 
■n  Imperial  officer  in  the  final  case.  If 
that  were  the  correct  interpretation  of 
(he  Bill,  and  of  course  the  Government 
were  necessarily  the  authority  on  that 
point  —  then  he  asked  for  what 
purpose  was  the  pension  committee 
appointed,  and  what  were  the  duties  they 
wrald  have  to  perform?  The  pension 
eommittee  was  to  be  appointed  as 
other  committees  had  been  appointed 
in  previous  Acts  of  Parliament;  that 
was  to  say,  they  were  to  be  members 
of  certain  popularly  elected  bodies, 
and  they  were  given  power  to  co-opt 
people  from  outside.  That  was  the 
oasis  on  which  the  education  com- 
mittee of  the  county  council  was 
appointed,  the  animals  diseases  commit- 
tee and  certain  other  committees.  It  was 
obviously  a  very  good  plan.  They  got  the 
representative  element  of  elective  mem- 
bers of  local  authorities,  and  they  were 
able  to  bring  in  outsiders  who  were  suit- 
able for  the  work,  and  who  had  the  neces- 
sary local  knowledge.  But  what  was  the 
use    of    going    through    this    elaborate 


machinery  if,  when  the  committee  was- 
appointed,  its  work  was  to  be  limited  to 
approving  of  the  action  of  the  pension 
officer  1  The  Government  might  have- 
been  very  careful  in  drawing  up  this 
clause  and  its  subsections,  which  defined 
the  limitations  under  which  the  Bill  was* 
to  be  applied,  but  it  was  unquestionable 
that  there  would  be  great  room  for  a  dis- 
cretionary interpretation  of  those  limita- 
tions. But  what  they  were  entitled^ 
to  know  before  they  went  further 
was  with  whom  that  discretionary 
duty  was  to  rest.  Was  it  to  rest  with 
the  local  committee  or  the  pension  officer  ] 
The  hon.  Member  proposed  to  abolish 
the  pension  committee.  If  they  were  to- 
have  no  discretion,  and  were  merely 
to  act  upon  the  authority  of  the 
pension  officer,  then,  in  common  respect 
for  local  government,  what  was  the  good 
of  the  committee  ?  If  the  pensions 
were  to  be  provided  by  the  pension  officer 
on  certain  conditions  set  out  in  the  Bill,, 
why  go  to  the  trouble  of  setting  up  a 
committee  whose  duties  apparently  would 
be  non-existent,  and  who  were  merely  to 
ratify  the  report  of  the  pension  officer, 
which  report,  if  they  took  the  Govern- 
ment's view  of  their  own  Bill,  was  the  real 
decision  of  the  case?  What  was  there 
left  for  the  pension  committee  to  decide  ? 
If  they  said  that  in  proportion-to  popula- 
tion there  was  to  be  only  a  limited 
number  of  pensions  given,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  line  that  these 
pensions  were  to  be  the  reward  for  excep- 
tional merit  in  local  life,  he  could  have 
understood  that  they  would  discriminate 
between  different  candidates.  But 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  done.  What 
they  did  was  to  say  that  men  of  a 
certain  age,  of  a  certain  income,  and 
fulfilling  certain  conditions  were 
to  be  entitled  to  pensions.  The 
man  made  his  application  to  the  pension 
committee,  and  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  pension  officer,  who  made  his 
inquiry  and  report.  What  were  the 
inquiry  and  report  upon  ?  The  pension 
officer  had  to  find  out  whether  the  state- 
ments of  the  man  or  woman  were  correct, 
and  whether  he  or  she  conformed  to  the 
regulations  and  conditions  of  the  Bill. 
Having  made  his  inquiry,  the  officer 
reported  to  the  committee.  What  had 
the  committee  to  do  ?  There  was  no 
option  left  to  them;  there  was  nothing 
whatever  for  them  to  do  but  to  act  upon 
the  report  of  the  officer,  and  give  the 
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man  or  woman  the  certificate  with  which 
to  obtain  the  pension  at  the  post  office. 
Was  any  body  of  self-respecting  men  or 
women  going  to  act  in  that  manner? 
If  the  committee  disagreed  with  the 
report  of  the  pension  officer,  what  was 
to  happen  ?  The  matter  was  to  be 
referred  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
In  his  ignoi-ance,  when  he  first  read  the 
Bill,  he  assumed  that  no  Govern- 
ment would  appoint  a  semi-locally 
elective  body  without  charging  them 
with  the  duty  of  decision,  together 
with  appeal  against  their  decisions,  and 
that  if  there  were  no  mala  JUleii  in  their 
decision  it  would  be  upheld  by  the  appel- 
late authority.  But  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exche<iuer  had  wiped  all  that  away  the 
other  day,  and  said  that  they  had  the 
Imperial  officer,  and  also  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  his 
officials.  If  that  were  so,  why  have  a 
pension  committee  at  all  1  They  ought  to 
be  told  what  their  duties  were  to  be.  He 
did  not  desire  to  abolish  the  pension 
committee,  and  his  alteration  would  l)e 
of  a  dili'orent  kind  from  that  of  the  hoti. 
Meml)t:r.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheiiuer  had  desciibed  the  pension  officer 
as  an  '*  Imperial  officer,"  but  he  ventured 
to  say  that  the  people  among  whom  the 
Excise  officer  lived  would  find  it  very 
hard  to  recognise  the  ordinary  revenue 
officer  under  the  title  of  Imperial  officer. 
»S()  far  as  lie  knew,  the  revenue  officer 
had  never  hitherto  been  regarded  as  one 
who  was  at  all  familiar  with  the  lives  of 
of  till'  people  among  whom  he  lived. 
To  begin  with,  he  usually  worked  over  a 
largt^  area,  and  lived  in  that  part  of  it 
wliich  he  found  most  convenient  for 
trains  or  the  use  of  his  bicycle.  He  was 
absolutely  unknown  to  the  life  of  our 
poor  country  villages,  and  he  should 
iiavn  thought  that  he  was  the  least 
known  of  any  officiids  in  the  towns. 
And  where  he  was  known  he  was 
an  oxtrciiicly  uni)opular  and  un- 
W(<l(onH*  visitor.  Yet  this  was  the  man 
si;l(;cttMl  by  the  (Tovemnii'nt  to  make  these 
.  invidious  itKjuiries.  So  far  he  had  dealt 
only  with  the  ini|uine.s  which  were  ante- 
cedent to  the  granting  of  tiie  ])ension8 ; 
but  there  was  a  very  nnich  more  objection- 
able duty  cast  upon  the  pension  officer. 
He  had  not  only  to  make  inciuiries  before 
the  granting  of  the  j)ension,  but  he 
had  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  men 
or  women  who  ha<l  received  pensions 
■continued  to  conform  to  the  conditions 
Mr,  Walter  Long. 


laid  down  by  the  Act  He  could  nt 
conceive  a  more  odious  duty  being  m 
upon  any  person  or  a  Iw  taitilik 
person  than  the  officer  chosen  for  tk 
purpose.  He  quite  understoood  tlut  tb 
Government  wanted — and  there  waii 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  it,  though  k 
believed  it  rested  more  on  sentiment  clia 
on  practical  knowledge — ^to  diasoeitti 
the  pension  system  from  the  Poor  Liv, 
which  was  very  unpopular  in  nviT 
parts  of  the  country.  Yet,  ai  wai  nii 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mernk 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  it  wu  jxr 
fectly  true  that  in  the  country  dittricii 
no  stigma  rested  on  those  who  needed 
Poor  Law  relief.  It  was  well  undentood 
that  outdoor  relief  was  the  last  reioara 
which  the  public  had  to  adopt  in  order  tt 
prevent  people  from  starWng  and  soffer- 
ing,  and  they  gave  outdoor  relief  faeeuK 
there  was  no  pension.  The  reHeriif 
officer  was  not  the  unpopular  person  it 
was  thought  to  be,  and  he  believed  tbt 
he  would  be  more  popular  than  ike 
revenue  officer.  Of  this  he  was  qm 
certain,  the  relieving  officer  knew  die 
requirements  of  the  poor  in  the  coonKij 
better  than  the  revenue  officer.  If  k 
had  to  recast  this  clause,  he  woukl  hira 
the  pension  committee  in  it,  and  gH 
rid  of  the  pension  officer.  He  beliend 
that  the  pension  committee  in  the  cooofiiT 
districts  would  be  able  to  get  the  inforBe- 
tion  th  ey  wanted  in  their  own  way.  In  tkc 
towns  it  would  be  totally  different  Tb 
mistake  the  Government  were  nakof 
was  in  their  applying  the  same  machiurf 
to  both  the  towns  and  the  country,  u 
the  towns  no  doubt  they  would  wnt 
more  than  one  pension  officer,  b 
the  big  towns  the  congested  popobttn 
included  a  laree  number  of  toe  poonr 
classes,  and  there  the  revenue  oAeer 
would  have  to  be  doubled  and  treUed 
before  he  would  be  able  to  do  his  mA 
In  the  country  districts,  if  they  did  not 
like  to  employ  the  relieving  oflker,  thef 
could  have  the  pension  committee  to 
make  choice  of  the  people  to  furnish  then 
with  the  necessary  mformation.  But  the 
Government  said  that  the  penM 
committee  did  not  find  the  money  cot  of 
which  the  pensions  came,  and,  therefor^ 
t  hey  could  not  let  them  erant  them.  Vkjr 
did  they  say  in  the  BilTthat  the  penoan 
committee  were  to  arriye  at  a  <&Uoi, 
and  then  say  they  could  not  trust  tken 
because  the  money  was  not  thein^  std 
they  must  have  somebody  above  fthooit 
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le  believed  that  they  could  perfectly 
rail  leave  this  matter  to  the  local  com- 
aittee  as  proposed  under  the  Bill,  and 
«et  rid  altogether  of  the  pension  officer, 
Mving,  if  necessary,  an  appeal  to  the 
joctA  Qovernment  Board.  It  was  rather 
o  absurd  position  in  which  to  be  placed 
bat  they  had  to  raise  this  question 
Kii  an  Amendment  of  which  they  could 
lOt  approve,  moved  in  a  speech  of 
rldch  they  strongly  disapproved.  In  ' 
irder  to  follow  a  course  which  they  I 
bought  was  right  they  had  apparently 
o  support  an  Amendment  which  they 
hooght  wrong.  That  was  not  the  fault  of 
he  Opposition.  They  would  much  rather  | 
Bake  tneir  statement  and  survey  on  the 

Kieral  discussion  of  the  clause  as  a  whole.  | 
ey  could  not  pick  and  choose,  and  were 
wmpelled  to  raise  it  in  a  most  unfortunate 
'orm.  On  the  decision  at  which  the 
Committee  arrived  in  reference  to  this 
nost  important  question  depended  the 
unooth  and  successful  working  of  the 
Kll  or  the  reverse.  Further,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  money  they  were  i 
ipending  was  Imperial  money,  and  they 
irere  touching  closely  on  the  limits  of 
ocal  government.  However  carefully 
shey  might  frame  the  provisions  for  old- 1 
ige  pensions,  in  the  rural  districts  they 
wwM  undoubtedly  come  alongside, 
md  very  close  up  to,  the  action  of 
the  Poor  Law  guardians  in  granting 
mlief  to  the  poor.  Tney  were  going  to  ; 
3a]l  up  a  body  of  men  who  were  members 
rf  various  local  authorities  to  form  the 
pension  committee,  and  he  submitted  that 
fliey  had  no  right  to  put  them  in  that 
position  unless  they  clothed  them  with 
ictual  power.  He  believed  it  would  be 
better  to  strengthen  the  position  of  the 
pension  committee  and  to  get  rid  of  the 
pension  officer.  He  thought  it  right 
to  take  the  present  opportunity  of  telling 
die  Committee  what  the  Wew  of  the 
Opposition  was  as  to  this  clause.  He 
hoped  to  see  it  altered  before  it  left  the 
Committee,  and  made  at  once  more 
agreeable  to  the  people  concerned  and 
more  likely  to  be  successfully  ad- 
ministered. 

♦The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD  (Mr.  Masterman,  West  Ham, 
N.)  said  it  was  of  course  entirely  in 
agreement  with  the  general  wishes  of 
the  Committee,  and  had  already  been 
suggested    by    the    Chancellor    of    the 


Exchequer,  that  the  whole  question  of. 
the  machinery  should  be  raised  on  the 
first  Amendment.  No  doubt  it  might 
have  been  more  convenient  to  deal  with 
each  piece  of  the  machinery  sepamtely, 
but  they  had  no  guarantee  that  each 
piece  as  it  arose  would  have  been  able 
to  be  dealt  with  with  liberal  discussion, 
thanks  to  the  fact  that  they  had  only 
a  day.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  every- 
one would  honestly  acknowledge,  this  was 
QOt  a  party  controversial  point  in  any 
sense  of  the  word.  It  was  true  there  had 
been  a  controversy  between  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Wood- 
stock, but  that  was  rather  a  discussion  on 
the  amenities  and  realities  of  rural  life, 
upon  which  they  held  different  opinions, 
than  of  the  machinery  of  the  Bill. 
He  had  no  wish  to  enter  that  dis- 
cussion, but  he  supposed  most  of  them 
would  agree  in  their  hearts  that  if 
they  drew  something  like  a  mean  be- 
tween the  picture  of  universal  benignity 
on  one  side,  and  what  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Woodstock  division  called  accursed 
feudalism  on  the  other,  they  would  not  be 
very  far  from  the  truth.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  inquiry  and  the  obligation  laid 
either  on  the  Imperial  officer  or  the 
relieving  officer  or  upon  some  local 
committee,  not  only  to  make  the  pre- 
liminary inquiry,  which  was  difficult, 
'  but  also  to  continue  the  inquiries  from 
time  to  time,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  he  had  a  funda. 
mental  objection,  they  agreed,  but^ 
in  so  much  of  this  debate,  they  were 
not  dealing  with  stupidities  or  lack 
of  foresight  in  the  drafting  of  Resolu- 
tions or  Bills,  but  with  fundamental 
difficulties  which  had  been  familiar  to 
all  who  had  gone  into  the  subject,  and 
which  accompanied  any  scheme  which 
was  not  a  universal  scheme,  as 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
,  the  Forest  of  Dean  had  pointed  out 
I  two  days  ago.  If  there  had  been  different 
drafting  in  the  Bill  the  same  fundamental 
;  difficulties  would  have  arisen.  It  might 
be  objectionable  that  the  Imperial  officer 
'should  have  laid  upon  him  this  con- 
tinued inquiry,  but  it  would  be  more 
objectionable "  if  it  was  given  to  the 
relieving  officer.  If  there  was  one  thing 
I  upon  which  that  House  would  absolutely 
[make   up  its  mind   in  connection  with 
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tliiH  rnarhiiicry  manipulation,  whatever  !  receive  a  pension  or  not.  Snppoimgtb 
AnK'ndmpntH  they  were  prepared  to  ^  pension  officer  reported  in  favimr  al 
liHtcn  to,  they  would  not  be  prepared  the  pension  committee  accepted  4i 
to  lay  this  burden  of  pension  investigation  report,  tlie  applicant  would  get  li 
upon  the  n»liftvingof!icer,  because  that,  cer-    pension.     If  the  pension  officer  nporil 


tttinly  in  the  towns  and,  to  a  large  extent, 
in    th<»    villages  also,  would    bring    the 


against  a  pension,  and  the  committttdi 
reported  against   it,   he  wonUL  not  p 


whole  scheme   into  such  intimate  con-    his   pension.      But    in    anj  case  ila. 
ncction  with  the  disability  of  the  Poor  i  the  pension  committee  said  ^Te8,"ai 
Law    as    would    make    it    profoundly  '  the  pension  officer  "No/' then  thenatttr 
unpopular    among   the    very   class   who 
tlipy    hoped    would    come    in    and    im- 
mediately   benefit    by   it.     With   regard 
t(»    the    functions  of  the   committee,   he 
had   less   controversy  with   the  language 
of    the    clause,   and    more    difficulty    in 
finding  out  exactly  what  the  objections 
were    to    the    clause    as    it    stood,    than 
perhaps    some    other    Members    of    the 
1  louse.     To    him    the    working    of    the  ,  the    pension    committee.     He 


was  referred  to  the  central 
department.  Surely  that  was  the  niM 
meaning.  If  that  was  not  so,  and  thepot 
was  raised  later  in  the  debate,  he  ¥U 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  Is 
right  hon.  friend  were  folly  piepand  ti 
establish  a  satisfactory  system.  Sir 
he  came  to  the  demand  of  the  Im, 
Member  for  Woodstock  to  8weq>  mr 


machinery  appeared  comparatively  simple. 
The  ])ension  committee,  under  sub- 
He<'tion     (a)    of    (-lause    7    received    all 


quite   sure   whether    the   hon. 
was  as  anxious  that  the  committee 
be  swept   away    as     he    was    to 


clain\s  for  |HMisions  and  autonmtically  j  some  explosive  sentiments.  To  b^ 
referred  them  to  the  Excise  man  or  the  I  with,  he  made  no  distinction  betvea 
Imperial  officer.  He  should  think  they  !  town  and  country,  and  swept  awijtk 
would  be  prepared  to  receive  suggestions  '  local  committee  because,  he  atiimnnl 

fron\   anyone   as    to   those   who   had  a  life  county  councils  and  their  noniaeei 

right    to    claim.     There  were  only   two  were  against  the  democratic  wpA  ani 

p<»ssibilities      under     the     Amendment,  would    be    inclined     to     be    pnja&el 

Kit  her    they    must    leave    the    pension  against  ardent  democratic  ymA,  Kk 

(»nicer   absolute   authority   to   decide   in  desired  that, he  ought  to  have  dnwi fc 

any  case  of  uncertainty  as  to  income,  distinction  very  sharp,  hecauie  Alt  m 

as    to    association    with    paujKTism,   or  certainly  not  the  case  in  towns  wtae lb 

as   to   past   historv   in   connection   with  P^^^  majority  of  the  popdatin  «■; 

what    his    right    Won.    friend   called   the  a»d  ^^^  only  method  hy  wfaidi  lim 

industry  test,  with  his  dei'ision  tinal,  or  representation  could  he  introdmi ii» 

they  must  n\ake  some  tribunal  to  receive  ^^e  scheme  was  by  some  such 

an  appeal  from  the  iHMision  otticer,  or  they  ^*   ^^is,    the   town    councils  a] 

must   adopt   some  such  system  as  this,  members  of  their  own  bodies  and 

where  in\der  subsection  (6)  the  reports  of  ^^  ^^rm  a  first  court  of  appeal 

the  pension  otlicers  were  submitted  to  the  some  such  committee  as  that,tk^ 

local  pension  committee.     The  local  ix»n-  decision   as   to   whether   a   maa  '^ 

sit>n  committee,  in  the  case  of  any  doubt,  ^*^*e  *  pension  or  not  depended 

miiiht  obtain  any  further  information  from  ^P®^  ^^^  nominee    of  the 

the   pension  otUoer  as  to   the   claim   in  whose  interest  must  be,  from  its 

tjuestion.   and   might    certainly  consider  not  to  give  a  pension  rather  than  tiimwm 

anv  ditUcult  casi^s  brought  Wfore  them.  ^^  ^^^  Treasury  was  not  the  guaidHaif 

such  as  thosi*   indicated  in  the  general  ^^^  public  purse  it  wpuH  be  waUlM 

discussion  they  had  Wen  having  for  the  ^'^    ^^*    duties,   and    in    comuqMMi  * 

past   few  davs.     Further,  there  wore  a  ^'ould  be  for  the  In^ierial 

number  of  siiiall  but  ditiicult  points  that  ^"ting  the  Treasunr,  to  be 

it  would  be  exceodinszly   mulesirable  to  to  use  evidence  which  teadsd  to  flKt 

thnnv  entirely  u^hmi  the  resjH>nsibility  of  that    the    man     <         •     rndsr    iH  if 

a  single  niiui  to  dinide  in  connection  with  the  disabilities,  |  jr  Ae  Ised  si^ 

this    most     im^xmant    decision    as    to  mittee.  where,  as  dedand  k  4l 

whether  an  old  man  or  woman  should  characteristic  and  «■ 
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the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lincoln- 
•kize,  the  whole  impulse  both  in  towns 
•nd    country    would    be     to     get     as 
auuiy  pensioners  aspossible.     Allusion 
liad  b^n  made  to  West  Ham.     Speak- 
ing with  a  due   sense  of  responsibility 
'Jbr     that     respectable     neighbourhood, 
%m  assured  the  Committee  that  its  whole 
inclination  where  Imperial  money  was 
•oncerDed  was  to  get  as  much  of  it  as 
-poesible — not     only     because     it     was 
flood      for      the      people      themselves, 
Dot    because     it    was    good    for    trade 
-generally,    most    of    the    money    being 

Sent  in  the  neighbourhood;  and 
erefore,  so  far  from  the  fear  of  his  hon. 
fdend  being  fulfilled  that  the  pension 
oommittee  would  act  as  a  check  upon 
the  liberality  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Imperial  officer,  he  was  almost  entirely 
oonvinced  that  the  impulse  towards  en- 
largement would  come  from  the  pension 
oonunittee,  and  the  impulse  towards 
the  reduction  of  expenditure  from 
the  Treasury.  Then,  it  was  very 
evident  that  Parliament  would  mider 
no  circumstances  give  absolute  discretion 
to  an  Imperial  officer  as  to  whether  a 

Knsion  should  be  given  or  not  in  doubt- 
l  cases.  They  must,  therefore,  have  a 
Court  of  Appeal.  He  would  submit  to 
anyone  familiar  with  the  realities  of  rural 
life  that  the  knowledge  that  an  appeal 
had  to  go  to  the  justices  of  the  peace 
would,  of  itself,  cause  a  very  large 
amount  of  repugnance  to  carry  out  any 
appeal  at  all ;  whereas  the  pension  com- 
mittee would  be  regarded  as  a  perfectly 
natural  and  satisfactory  method  of 
machinery  in  so  far  as  it  was  kept  apart 
from  and  recognised  as  independent  of 
the  machinery  of  the  Poor  I^aw.  If  they 
were  not  to  have  a  local  committee  of 
some  such  character  as  this,  the  only 
other  suggestion  was  that  every  appeal 
should  go  to  the  central  authority,  and 
that  as  a  matter  of  machinery  would 
break  down.  It  would  mean  an  enor- 
mous increase  in  staff,  because  they  might 
have  to  deal  with  thousands  of  appeals. 
It  seemed  to  them  that  this  first 
sifting,  under  which  no  substantial  in- 
justice could  be  done,  was  a  quite  satis- 
factory method  by  which  all  the  obvious 
cases  of  doubt  could  be  first  of  all  dealt 
with  locally,  and  the  right  to  challenge  in 
the  event  of  diverse  decisions  in  cases  of 
more  intricacy  and  difficulty  should  be 
VOL.  CXCI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


carried  to  the  Local  Grovemment  Board. 
For  these  reasons  the  Government  asked 
the  House  to  support  the  formation  of 
the  local  pension  committees. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  asked  what 
provision  was  made  in  the  Bill  for  the 
publication  of  the  report  of  the  pension 
officer.  Was  it  proposed  that  it  should 
take  some  public  form  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  would 
answer  the  various  points  raised  later  on. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square)  said:  the  effect  of 
the  machinery  made  the  appointment 
of  the  local  pension  committee  entirely 
useless.  The  committee  had  to  refer 
claims  to  the  pension  officer,  who 
would  submit  his  report  to  the 
pension  committee.  The  pension  com- 
mittee could  return  the  report  to  the 
pension  officer.  If  the  decision  of  the 
local  pension  committee  allowed  a  claim 
for  a  pension  not  in  accordance  with  the 
report  of  the  pension  officer,  then  the 
matter  could  be  referred  to  the  central 
pension  committee.  If  the  supplementary 
information  upon  which  the  local  pen- 
sion committee  wished  to  act  differed 
from  the  report  of  the  pension  officer, 
the  report  stood  and  the  matter 
had  to  go  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
Surely  that  was  not  common  sense, 
but  it  was  the  only  option  left  to  the 
local  committee.  Obviously,  what  would 
be  sensible  and  just  was  that  the  com- 
mittee with  the  pension  officer  should 
consider  the  supplementary  information, 
vary  the  report,  and  come  to  an  agree- 
ment. He  did  not  think  that  that  was  the 
effect  of  the  clause  as  it  stood.  He 
would  like  to  know  if  the  Attomey- 
Greneral  was  satisfied  with  the  language 
of  subsection  (c).  What  would  happen 
in  the  case  of  disallowing  the  claim  ? 
He  would  like  the  Government  to  con- 
sider these  two  questions.  He  held  strongly 
that  they  ought  not  to  put  this  limitation 
upon  a  body  of  local  gentlemen  who  would 
be  desirous  of  doing  justice,  because  it 
was  most  undesirable  that  they  as  well 
as  the  pension  officer  should  be  fettered 
by  these  very  restrictive  words  ;  they 
should  be  left  to  arrive  at  a  determina- 
tion of  a  case  together. 
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*Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) 
said  the  Government  had  disc^v^Ted  that 
there  were  fundamental  difficulties  in 
connection  with  the  Bill.  He  and  some  of 
his  colleagues  had  foreseen  them  before 
they  had  had  much  experience  of  the 
discussion;  all  these  difficulties  were 
inseparable  from  any  Bill  of  a  partial 
character.  He  was  going  to  vote  against 
the  Amendment,  feeling  perfectly  sure 
that  what  the  hon.  Member  had  pro- 
posed would  not  work  out  satisfactorily. 
There  were  objections  to  the  Bill  as 
it  was  framed,  so  far  as  these  com- 
mittees were  concerned.  He  looked  with 
considerable  apprehension  to  the  forma- 
tion of  co-opted  committees  which  might 
include  all  sorts  of  faddists  and  people  who 
arrogated  to  themselves  the  possession 
of  virtues  which  sometimes  they  did 
not  possess.  The  Charity  Organisation 
Society  was  no  doubt  a  very  useful  body 
in  its  way ;  but  he  felt  that  the  Charity 
Organisation  agents  would  be  on  the 
spot  when  these  committees  were  formed 
and  would  no  doubt  be  appointed  on 
those  committees,  and  inasmuch  as  that 
Society  took  a  view  in  regard  to  the 
provision  of  pensions  by  the  State 
altogether  contrary  to  the  princijple  of 
the  Bill,  it  seemed  to  him  that  they 
w^ould  not  get  efficient  service  from 
them.  He  w^ould  be  just  as  keen 
to  exclude  local  authorities  dealing 
with  the  Poor  Law  as  the  Charity 
Organisation  authority,  since  the  Bill 
was  intended  to  dissociate  pensions  from 
the  Poor  Law,  and  he  was  not  going  to 
a^i'ee  to  the  Poor  Law  officer  coming  in 
at  the  back  door  after  being  thrust  out 
from  the  front.  He  was  likewise  opposed 
to  a  friendly  society  man  or  a  trade  unionist 
official  on  these  committees,  since  they 
would  be  liable  to  judge  partially  in 
regard  to  cases  brought  before  the  com- 
mittees. He  was  in  favour  of  the  com- 
mittees because  he  wanted  this  pension 
scheme  to  be  associated  with  the  local 
life  of  the  people  where  pensions  were 
to  be  distributed,  and  he  wanted  to  sec  a 
committee  of  really  representative  men 
who  had  gone  through  the  mill  and 
been  t^lected  to  public  positions.  That 
would  be  a  very  considerable  safeguard 
for  the  exclusion  of  faddists  and  the 
other  persons  he  had  mentioned.  If 
women  could  be  added  to  these  bodies 
so  much  the  better.    He  would  heartily 


welcome  any  proposal  for  the  incliiua& 
of  women  in  those  bodies.  It  had  bees 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Soud 
Dublin  that  those  committees  would  not 
really  have  much  power,  and  that  tke 
central  official  and  the  Excise  ofi&oei 
who  made  the  report  would  really  be 
the  man  to  determine  whether  or  not 
a  pension  was  to  be  paid.  He  did  not 
agree  with  that.  So  long  as  they  kept 
the  committees  apart  from  the  Exoae 
officer,  and  they  were  in  a  position  to 
discuss  amongst  themselves  with  ab- 
solute independence,  there  was  con- 
siderable scope  for  the  conunittee.  He 
had  had  experience  in  connection  witk 
trade  unionists,  and  they  frequently 
found  it  necessary  to  have  recoirae 
to  local  officers  upon  cases  sent  up  for 
adjudication.  He  hoped  the  Excise  o£Sea 
would  not  be  brought  in  to  act  with  tbe 
committee,  because  in  that  event  he  would 
be  sure  to  become  the  guiding  kctor, 
and  he  wanted  the  committee  to  consider 
the  report  in  a  perfectly  independent 
manner.  He  noticed  that  no  provi«ioD 
was  made  for  an  appeal  by  the  daimant 
to  a  pension  which  was  refused  by  a 
local  committee.  The  right  hon.  Gentk- 
man  had  referred  them  to  an  Amend* 
ment  on  the  point  which  was  on 
the  Paper,  but  in  view  of  the  doauie 
it  was  useless  to  refer  them  to  Amend- 
ments later  on.  He  was  not  speaking 
against  the  closure  because  he  felt  tbat 
it  was  a  regrettable  necessity.  He 
referred  more  to  the  long-winded  speecte 
from  the  front  Opposition  Benches.  I 
they  reached  the  Amendment  refemd 
to  there  would  certainly  have  to  be  kis 
speeches  from  the  front  benches,  and 
they  would  have  to  be  much  shorter. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshiie, 
Ilkeston)  thought  the  committee  on^ 
to  be  got  rid  of  at  any  cost.  Eb 
admitted  that  Committees  that  had  ex* 
amined  this  question  had  regiided  a 
local  committee  as  of  primary  im- 
portance, but  this  was  under  di&RBt 
conditions.  The  Report  of  the  Sdeet 
Committee  of  1899,  which  was  presided 
over  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ikB 
Member  for  Wimbledon,  contained  Ail 
sentence — 

"  It  seems  to  iu  to  be 
authority  to  grant  the 
the  authority  whieh 
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'The  committee  to  be  constituted  under 
tliis  Bill,  however,  did  not  find  the  means, 
but  on  the  contrary  they  would  relieve 
local  charges  by  using  the  Bill,  and  conse- 
quently they  would  have  an  inducement 
to  grant  pensions  widely,  because  by  so 
doing  they  would  relieve  the  local  rates. 
Bvery  Committee  which  had  proposed 
that  there  should  be  a  local  committee 
had  done  so  on  the  ground  that,  having 
the  charge  of  moneys  raised  by  the  local 
rates,  they  ought  to  have  the  right  of 
granting  the  pension  and  judging  of  the 
claim  which  an  applicant  had  to  it. 
Hifl  view  twenty  years  ago  was  that 
there  should  be  a  committee,  and  that 
it  should  be  appointed  by  the  county 
council.  In  the  Bill  which  he  took  about 
the  coimtry  some  fifteen  years  ago  and 
discussed  in  various  parts  of  rural 
England,  he  proposed  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  by  the  county 
council.  A  local  rate  was  to  be  levied 
for  pensions,  and,  therefore,  it  was  only 
fair  that  a  local  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  spend  their  own  money. 
In  every  locality  he  was  met  with  hostile 
criticism  in  regard  to  the  proposal  to 
appoint  a  committee.  If  there  was  one 
form  of  mind  more  suspicious  than 
another,  it  was  that  of  the  agricultural 
labourer.  That  suspicion  was  deep- 
seated  and  strong;  they  feared  not 
only  the  favouritism  and  partiality  of  a 
local  committee,  but  they  resented  any 
inquisition  on  the  part  of  neighbours  or 
local  residents  into  their  affairs.  If  a 
committee  w^as  to  have  any  power 
whatever  in  this  matter,  and  to 
command  confidence,  it  must  be  one 
consisting  of  active  people  acquainted 
with  the  poor  who  would  make 
inquiries  in  every  case  where  a 
pension  was  suggested.  But  the  com- 
mittee now  proposed  was  worse  than 
ordinary  committees,  because  it  was  not 
of  a  representative  character.  It  might 
consist  of  men  who  had  gone  through 
the  ordeal  of  election  to  public  bodies, 
or  it  might  consist  of  nominated  mem- 
bers. There  might  be  sub -committees 
nominated  to  do  the  work,  and  conse- 
quently any  inquiry  or  investigation  would 
be  of  the  most  odious  nature  to  the  rural 
mind.  He  beheved  that  a  committee 
of  that  land  would  be  a  serious  blot  on 
the  adminintration  of  the  Bill.  It  would 
ler  an  amount  of  suspicion  in  the 


;  rural  districts  which  would  be  fatal  to 
j  the  efficiency  of  the  work,  or  to  that 
satisfactory  working  which  would  give 
I  confidence  to  the  people   to  whom  the 
I  awards  were  made.    He  had  been  driven 
I  from  the  position  of  approving  of  a  local 
I  committee  to  that  of   desiring  to  sub- 
stitute   something    else.    He-    did    not 
'  think  the  appointment  of  a  pension  officer 
;  was  the  best  solution,  though  it  was  one 
which  he  would  prefer  to  a  committee. 
There  were  various   other  means.    He 
'  would  like  to  see  the  Treasury  in  this 
I  matter  doing  away  with  all  appeals  to 
j  the  Local  Government  Board.    He  did 
not  think  the  Local  Grovernment  Board, 
which    was    already    the    most    over- 
burdened   Department    of    the    State, 
had  time  to  do  this  work.     If  the  Depart- 
ment had  to  go  into  appeals  in  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  cases  in  regard  to  pen- 
sions the  work  would  be  left  to  a  per- 
manent   official,  who    would    look   over 
these    things    from    the    high    and    dry 
position  of  the   exact   wording   of  the 
law,   and    consequently    the    decisions 
would   not   command   that  regard   and 
consideration  which  they   would  if  they 
were     dealt     with      in       other     ways. 
That  it  should    be    left  to    a    Depart- 
ment which  was  not  properly  in  charge 
of  the  scheme,  and  that  the  Treasury 
should    allow    the     Local    Government 
Board   to   incur    expenditure   in    these 
cases,  was  a   blot  on  the  system.     He 
j  thought  they  might  get  rid  of  the  pension 
I  committee  altogether  if  they  had  another 
kind  of  authority.    All  the  preliminary 
inquiries  must  be  made  by  the  pension 
officer.    He   would   find    out   all   about 
the  individual.     The  Bill  had  been  im- 
proved   in   the    course    of    its    passage 
through  Committee.  Now,  nearly  all  t  .esc 
inquiries  were  to  be  of  a  documentary 
kind.     The   Bill   had   been   made   more 
automatic.  It  ought  to  be  absolutely  auto- 
matic.     There  ought  to  be  no  personal 
incjuisition  into  the  life  of  any  applicant^ 
He  wished  to  see  the  Bill  improved  in 
that  direction.     It   could   be    made    so 
that  nothing  but  documentary  evidence 
need  be  required.     About  the  applicants' 
means,  the  evidence  would  be  given  on 
oath  so  that  the  applicant  made  himself 
liable  to  severe  penalties  if  he  made  a 
i  false    statement.     That    would    all    be 
done  if  they  substituted  what  was  found 
necessary  in  New  Zealand.    There  they 
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did  not  know  whether  hon.  Gentlemen 
realised  the  extraordinary  duties  and 
functions  which  this  officer  would 
liave  to  perform  under  this  clause. 
He  would  have,  in  every  case,  to  have 
produced  to  him  the  applicant's  birth 
-certificate,  and,  if  married,  his  marriage 
oeirtificate  ;  to  take  a  complete  account 
of  the  man's  means  and  of  the 
means  of  his  wife,  of  how  long  his 
lEesidence  had  been  within  the  United 
^Kingdom,  and  to  make  sure  in  every  case 
"tliat  the  man  had  not  for  ten  years 
iMen  in  gaol.  He  would  have  to  discover 
irhether  or  not  the  applicant  had  habi- 
-tually  failed  or  not  failed  to  work 
;SCCOiding  to  ability,  opportunity,  and 
need — ^which  would  vary  in  every  case — 
4md  which  need  and  opportunity  through- 
•ont  the  whole  of    the    man's  life    the 

Sinsion  officer  would  have  to  determine 
r  himself.  He  must  make  an  absolute 
•exposure  of  the  whole  &iancial  position 
•of  the  man,  not  only  actually  but 
potentially,  and  of  his  discretion  to 
manage  his  own  affairs.  He  had  to 
•discover  whether  or  not  he  had  joined 
within  the  last  few  weeks  a  friendly 
:eociety  or  benefit  club,  or  had  received 
4k  Christmas-box  or  charitable  donation 
«of  any  kind.  He  would  have  to  sound 
-the  wall  of  the  man's  cottage  to  be  sure 
-that  he  had  no  hidden  hoard,  and  to 
:flearch  for  papers  in  order  to  be  certain 
that  he  had  not  conveyed  some  portion 
•of  his  property  to  some  of  his  relations  to 
iheir  mutual  benefit.  He  knew  that  the 
-Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ridiculed 
4k  description  of  that  sort.  An  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  on  the  previous  night  had 
:zidiculed  the  notion  that  the  pension 
•officer  would  search  to  see  whether  a 
jnan  had  a  hoard  or  make  sure  whether 
a  man  actually  owned  his  own  house. 
3ut  he  was  not  overdrawing  the  picture 
•of  what  was  really  possible.  He  was 
^simply  stating  what  were  the  actual 
duties  laid  by  the  Grovemment  on 
iihis  pension  officer  who  was  bound  to 
-carry  them  out.  It  was  perfectly  absurd 
for  the  Grovemment  to  come  down  and 
lay  these  enormous  and  vital  duties  on 
their  servants  in  the  interest  of  the  tax- 
payer and  the  Exchequer  and  expect 
that  they  would  be  seriously  carried  out. 
From  his  point  of  view,  he  was  sure  that 
this  wretched  Imperial  officer  would  do 
liis  best.     He  would  make,  and  have  to 


I  make,  a  most  invidious  and  painful 
I  inquiry,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  an 
I  officer  to  whom  those  powers  and  duties 
were  to  be  entrusted  might  equally  well 
be  entrusted  with  the  decision  of  the 
claim  to  a  pension.  But  when  the 
pension  officer  had  made  this  labori- 
ous inquiry,  as  the  clause  was 
drawn,  he  might  be  overruled,  and 
without  any  appeal,  by  the  pension  com- 
mittee. According  to  his  reading  of 
subsection  (c)  it  would  be  perfectly 
within  the  power  of  the  pension  com- 
mittee to  disallow  a  claim,  and  although 
they  disagreed  with  the  report  of  the 
pension  committee  the  pension  officer 
was  not  to  make  any  appeal  to  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board,  or  to  makeTany 
appeal  whatever.  The  subsection  said — 
"  If  any  decision  of  the  local  pension  com- 
mittee allowing  a  claim  for  a  pension  or  deter- 
mining any  question  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  report  of  the  pension  officer,  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  the  central  pension 
authority,  and  should  be  considered  and  deter- 
mined by  them." 

There  was  nothing  there  about  the 
decision  of  the  pension  committee  being 
disallowed.  There  was  one  other  con- 
sideration. The  clause  contemplated  not 
merely  the  case  of  the  original  claimant, 
but  the  case  of  a  pension  having  been 
granted,  and  the  man  for  one  reason  or 
another  being  disqualified  from  con- 
tinuing to  receive  the  pension.  But 
if  the  information  as  to  disqualification 
could  not  easily  be  got  at  what  was  to 
prevent  the  man  from  receiving  the 
pension  for  life  ?  A  man  might  have 
made  a  false  statement ;  he  might 
have  come  into  a  fortune  after  receiving 
the  pension ;  or  many  other  events 
might  happen  which  would  disqualify 
him  from  continuing  to  receive  the 
pension.  What  was  extremely  im- 
portant was  that  the  Grovemment  should 
provide  that  it  should  be  somebody's 
interest  or  duty  to  see  that  the  pension 
did  not  go  on  being  paid  for  an  in- 
definite time.  There  was  no  machinery 
by  which  it  could  be  discovered  whether 
the  man  continued  to  have  a  right  to 
draw  his  pension.  Under  the  clause 
it  would  be  nobody's  business  to  ferret 
into  the  case.  Why  should  one  object 
to  an  old  man  of  seventy-two  or  seventy- 
five  years  of  age  getting  this  little  money  ? 
The  right  would  be  taken  on  trust. 
Nobody  would  put  himself  in  the  odioua 
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position  of  objecting  to  the  old  man 
getting  the  pension  of  5s.  a  week.  The 
subsection  suggested  that  that  ex- 
tremely disagreeable  duty  should  be 
carried  out  by  the  pension  officer. 
Was  the  pension  officer  to  occupy  what 
little  spare  time  he  had  in  running  over 
the  whole  district  to  see  whether  any 
pensioner  had  become  disqualified  or 
had  done  something  which  might  dis- 
qualify him  from  continuing  to  receive 
his  pension  ?  Was  he  to  understand  tha  ■ 
the  case  would  have  to  be  referred  to 
the  central  committee ;  and  would 
they  refer  it  back  to  the  pension  com- 
mittee, who  in  turn  would  refer  it  to  the 
pension  officer  to  inquire  into  his  own 
report  ?  The  whole  scheme  was  full 
of  objections ;  and  he  did  not  believe 
that  any  pension  officer  or  any  human 
being  could  be  found  who  could  satis- 
factorily make  these  enormous,  pro- 
longed, and  complicated  inquiries.  In 
regard  to  the  Amendment,  for  his  part 
he  regarded  the  pension  committee  as, 
on  the  whole,  likely  in  the  practical 
workinji  out  of  the  scheme,  to  be  a 
useful  body,  but  he  would  hesitate  to 
throw  the  complete  obligation  on  to 
the  pension  officer.  If  the  hon.  Member 
merely  moved  the  leaving  out  all  the 
words  after  "  determined "  he  would 
feel  no  hesitation  in  supporting  him, 
but  as  to  what  other  words  should  be 
inserted  he  was  not  now  prepared  to  say. 

♦Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham)  said  that  there  were 
difficulties  almost  inseparable  from  any 
scheme  of  okl-age  pensions  which  the 
Government  desired  to  meet  as  far  as 
possible.  He  did  not  think  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  support  ft 
universal  scheme  of  old-age  pensions : 
therefore  if  they  were  in  favour 
of  any  other  schemes  they  should  be 
prepared  to  consider  possible  methods  of 
overcoming  the  difficulties  connected  with 
th'?  present  proposal.  He  wished  to 
express  shortly  the  pleasure  he  felt 
that  the  Government  were  resisting  the 
l)roposal  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  movtnl  the  Amendment.  He  thought 
it  was  iKvessarv  in  the  disposal  of  these 
})ensi(Mis  that  there  should  be  some  form 
of  local  committee,  composeil  of  gentle- 
men conueeted  with  the  district,  who  had 
known  ft>r  years  past  those  who  ~ 
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become  applicants  for  and  who  would 
enjoy  the   benefits   of   a    pension.    He 
ventured  to  say  that  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  members  of  the  county 
council  was  not  the  wisest  form  of  con- 
stituting   the    body.     For    himself,  he 
would  advocate  that  work  of  this  char- 
acter should  be  placed  under  the  goidann 
of  the  district  council.     They  were  a  more 
local  body,  and  more  in  touch  with  tie- 
working  people  of  the   district.    There 
would  not  be  applicants  coming  forward 
every  day.     They  would  come  by  ones 
and  twos  in  the  country  districts,  and 
the  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  formed 
this  committee  would  be  in  touch  witL 
the  applicants  and  would  be  much  more 
likely    to    know    their     circumstances, 
being  part  of  the  district  council,  than  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  county  council 
which  had  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  a 
large  county.     It  would   be   impossible 
for  the  members  of  such  a  committee  to 
be  in  close  touch  with  all  the  centres 
and   districts   of  the  county.     He  dis- 
agreed with  the  proposal  of  therij^thon. 
Gentleman  opposite  made  when  he  spoke 
in  a  previous  part  of  the  debate,  that  the 
relieving  officer  would  be  a  more  apprc- 
priate    ofhcer   than   the    Excise   (^Scer. 
The  relieving  officer  was  appointed  by 
the  local  authority,  and  was  in  no  way 
responsible   to   the   State.    The   Excise 
officer  would  be  directly  representative 
of  the  State  and  of  the  taxes,  and  there- 
fore seemed  the  only  appropriate  oflScer 
in  existence  to  whom  the  work  should  br 
given  of  guiding  and  directing  the  local 
committee.    But  he  thought  it  became 
more  important,  if  this  Excise officern^ 
to  give  a  really  valuable  report  to  tke 
local   committee,   that  the  material  ai 
his  disposal  should  be  in  its  truest  sense 
of  a   definite  character.  Unfortunately, 
!  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  debate,  they 
;  had   been   unable  to  discuss   Clause  3, 
I  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  most  im- 
;  portant    clause   of   the   Bill,    especially 
;  that   subsection  of  it  which  dealt  with 
'  the  (luestion  of  employment.     As  it  at 
I  present  stood,  subsection  (3)  of  Clause  5,- 
'  in  its  amended  form,  was  of  a  very  vague 

■  character — 

I 

^*  \Vho  work  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and 
,  op]wrt\mity  for  those  legally  dependent  npott- 

i  them." 

I  Tliat  at  best  was  a  very  vague  definitioK, 
and  it  would,  of  course,  be  very  difficult 
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for  the  most  competent  Excise  officer 
to  come  to  a  really  definite  and  clear 
decision  upon  it.  He  would  like  to 
see  inserted  in  the  Bill  an  elabora- 
tion of  that  provision,  and  with  that 
object  in  view  he  had  himself  put  down  a 
new  clause,  providing  that,  if  the  Excise 
officer  was  to  have  definite  information, 
it  must  appear  in  a  written  statement  of 
claim  prepared  by  the  applicant  for  the 
pension.  He  hoped  that  this  was  con- 
templated by  his  right  hon.  friend.  He 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  have 
the  matter  definitely  laid  down  in  the 
schedules  of  the  Bill,  so  that  the  state- 
ment of  claim  might  show  clearly  the  age 
and  occupation  of  the  applicant,  where 
he  had  lived,  what  had  been  his  employ- 
.  ment  during  the  previous  ten  years,  and 
who  his  employers  had  been.  He  would 
like  to  see  the  statement  of  claim  accom- 
panied by  two  certificates  endorsed  by 
responsible  people  in  the  locaHty,  thus 
showing  definitely  to  the  Excise  officer 
that  what  was  stated  was  accurate 
and  could  be  relied  upon.  He 
thought  in  that  way  the  Excise  officer 
would  have  more  real  material  to  work 
upon  in  coming  to  a  decision,  and  would 
be  able  to  report  to  the  local  pension 
committee  his  opinion  upon  the  facts  laid 
before  him.  There  would  then  be  much 
more  likelihood  of  a  definite  and  clear 
opinion  being  come  to  by  the  local  pension 
authority.  It  would  be  of  advantage  to 
both  sides.  In  the  first  place,  a  state- 
ment of  the  character  he  suggested,  put 
down  plainly,  and  with  endorsements, 
would  be  of  advantage  in  making  it 
quite  clear  that  the  conditions  defined 
in  the  Bill 
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would  depend  upon  the  definite  informa- 
tion which  he  would  be  able  to  obtain, 
and  he  hoped  something  of  the  character 
he  had  suggested  would  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill. 


♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
really  cannot  go  into  this  new  clause  to 
such  a  large  extent. 

♦Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  said  he 
would  abide  by  the  Chairman's  ruling 
and  would  not  go  further  into  the  point. 
He  had  only  mentioned  the  idea  because 
he  thought  the  present  material  on  which 
the  Excise  officerhadto  work,  to  form  an 
opinion,  and  report  to  the  pension  com- 
mittee, was  somewhat  vaguely  intro- 
duced in  the  Bill,  and  he  would  like  to 
have  seen  the  provision  framed  in  a 
more  definite  form.  He  believed  the 
real  efficacy  of  the  Excise  officer's  report 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cestershire, E.)  said  that  whether  or  not 
the  Amendment  was  accepted,  whether  or 
not  the  decision  arrived  at  was  subject  to 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
or  whether  or  not  the  pension  committee 
was  retained,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the 
position  of  the  pension  officer  was  going 
to  be  one  of  great  responsibility  and  im- 
portance for  the  purposes  of  the  Bill.  If 
the  committee  were  retained,  it  would 
be  only  through  the  eyes  of  the  pension 
officer  that  they  would  see.  They  would 
act  on  information  supplied  by  him  of 
his  own  motion,  or  in  answer  to  the 
pension  committee's  inquiries,  and,  as 
he  understood  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  pension  committees 
must,  like  a  jury,  act  on  the  facts  as 
presented  to  them  by  the  pension  officer. 
Under  these  circmnstances  it  became  of 
great  importance  to  know  who  the  pension 
officer  was  to  be.  It  had  been  generally 
assumed  throughout  these  discussions  that 
the  pension  officer  would  be  an  Excise 
officer  ;  but  the  words  "  Excise  officer  " 
were  nowhere  used  in  the  Bill ;  they 
had  only  heard  of  the  Excise  officer  in  the 
speeches  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  the 
subsequent  speeches  of  Ministers  had 
been  carefully  consistent  on  that  subject. 
What  was  stated  in  the  Bill  was  that — 

"  A  pension  officer  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Treasury," 

and  the  Treasury  might  appoint  pension 
officers  in  such  numbers  and  in  such 
districts  as  they  thought  fit.  He 
could  conceive  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  allow  the 
appointment  of  none  but  Excise  officers, 
but  he  thought  they  ought  to  have  a 
definite  statement  from  them  on  the 
subject.  If  that  was  their  intention,  then 
he  asked  them  whethc  they  thought  it 
possible  that  the  Excise  officers,  in  many 
cases,  would  be  able  to  do  this 
new  work  over  the  whole  of  their 
districts,  without  assistance.  If  the 
Government  thought  the  Excise  officers 
would  require  assistance,  how  did  they 
propose  to  give  it  to  them  ?  There  was 
;no  provision  in  the  Bill  for  giving  them 
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clerks  or  assistants,  but  there  was  power 
in  the  Treasury,  if  they  chose,  to  appoint 
two  men  in  a  district  which  for  Excise 
purposes  was  now  in  the  hands  of  one 
officer.  Another  matter  of  great  im- 
portance was  this.  The  pension  officer 
would  occupy  a  position  of  great  in- 
fluence, and  his  would  be  a  very  invidious 
position.  He  would  be  more  influential 
than  any  other  man  in  the  country  in 
exercising  the  most  vast  system  of 
patronage  which  the  State  had.  It  was 
very  important  that  the  officer  charged 
with  this  important  duty,  however 
humble  his  rank  and  position,  should  be 
above  suspicion.  His  appointment 
should  have  no  partisan  origin — nothing 
about  it  which  had  its  source  in 
party  spirit.  The  Excise  officer  had 
to  compete  in  the  Civil  Service  examina- 
tions before  he  could  get  his  position,  and 
it  could  not  be  alleged  that  he  had  been 
put  there  for  a  partv  purpose  any 
more  than  it  could  be  said  of  any 
other  Civil  servant.  But  this  Bill  did  not 
confine  the  appointment  to  Excise  officers, 
and  the  Treasury  might  appoint  whom 
they  thought  fit.  They  could  make  a 
series  of  appointments,  not  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  permanent  official, 
but  on  the  old  patronage  system.  There 
might  be  a  party  recommendation 
to  the  Patronage  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  and  such  recommendations 
might  be  made  even  by  Members  of  that 
House.  Clearly  that  was  not  a  tolerable 
situation.  It  was  not  a  thing  which  any 
of  them  on  either  side  of  the  House  would 
desire.  He  asked  the  Government,  when 
they  replied  on  the  Amendment,  to  state 
what  their  intentions  were,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  "ive  an  assurance  that 
they  would  so  amend  this  clause  or  the 
next  clause  as  definitely  to  secure  that 
every  man  holding  one  of  these  appoint- 
ments, whether  be  were  an  Excise  officer 
or  not,  had  entered  the  Civil  Service  by 
competitive  examination  and  not  by 
patronage. 

Mr.    COURTENAY    WARNER 

(Staffordshire,  Lichfield)  said  the  right 
hou.  Gentleman  had  opened  his  remarks 
by  saying  that  the  duties  of  the  pension 
officer  would  be  immensely  important 
because  the  pension  committee  would 
have  to  act  entirely  upon  his  report. 
That  might  bo  truefifj^they^had  con- 
Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  - '— •» 


stituted  a  committee  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  local  circumstances.  But  the 
really  important  point  was  that  thne 
would  be  a  committee  who  would 
know  the  local  details  and  undonbtedly 
be  in  touch  with  the  people.  Unkfli 
they  had  a  conmiittee  who  knew  iU 
the  circumstances,  they  would  hsTe. 
as  had  been  pointed  out  by  seven! 
Members,  inquisitorial  examinations  into 
the  lives  of  the  applicants.  VThen  the 
tribunal  consisted  of  neighbours,  and 
so  on,  there  would  be  no  inquisitoriil 
proceedings,  because  the  committee  wonU 
know  all  about  the  persons  in  their 
district.  He  knew  of  a  gentleman  who, 
when  summoned  before  a  County  Conrt 
Judge  for  the  payment  of  a  debt, 
pleaded  no  means.  Although  the  JndgB 
himself  knew  that  that  gentleman  was  in 
possession  of  something  like  £600  a  yair 
derived  from  relatives,  there  was  no 
documentary  evidence  of  means,  and  he 
had  to  treat  the  case  as  if  the  man  had 
nothing.  But  the  conunittee  would  not 
be  compelled  to  deal  in  that  way.  Thef 
would  know  what  the  man  had  genenUr, 
although  there  was  no  documenttij 
eWdence  to  prove  it.  The  Committee  * 
would  like  to  know,  therefore,  what  these 
committees  were  going  to  be.  It  woold 
affect  their  voting.  He  thought  a  local 
committee  would  be  a  great  safeguard 
to  the  Exchequer,  and  also  a  grett 
advantage  to  the  men  applying  for  i 
pension. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Bssex, 
Epping)  said  the  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  the 
early  part  of  the  debate  had  aUnded 
to  the  difficulties  which  crowded 
on  them  on  this  subject  as  funda- 
mental difficulties  that  must  be  en-: 
countered.  They  were  fundamental 
difficulties  undoubtedly,  but  were 
such  as  would  arise  in  any  Bill  of 
a  non-contributory  character.  Speak- 
ing as  a  Member  for  a  rural  constitvency, 
and  speaking  of' what  he  knew  of  the 
rural  districts,  he  believed  that  the  wozdi 
of  the  Government  would  work  better 
than  the  Amendment,  for  which  he  coold 
not  possibly  vote.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Blackfriars  Division  of  Glas- 
gow had  objected  to  extending  this 
clause  outside  the  councilB  hecauae 
it  would  make  room  for  bddisto  on  tka 
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^Mnninittees,  but  faddists  would  find  their 
way  on  to  any  committee.  His  right 
lion^  friend  the  Member  for  the  Ilkeston 
IHvision  had  spoken  of  the  suspicion  in 
the  rural  mind.  That  was  a  thing  that 
would  never  be  got  rid  of,  but  his 
opinion  was  that  the  people  likely  to  be 
Jifiected  by  this  Bill  were  less  likely  to 
be  suspicious  of  a  local  committee  than 
of  an  extraneous  one.  There  were  people 
in  the  rural  districts  who  would  be 
auspicious  of  any  committee.  He  thought 
the  €k)vemment  plan  was  best,  but  he 
luyped  they  would  give  power  of  appeal 
to  the  persons  whose  applications  were 
lejcct^.  If  there  was  no  power  of 
appeal,  there  would  be  a  sense  of  sore- 
ness which  would  go  far  to  undo 
a  great  deal  of  the  good  of  the 
BilL  He  agreed  that  the  Government 
liad  not  inserted  the  words  Excise  officer 
in  the  Bill  as  the  person  who  was  to  do 
this  work,  but  by  common  consent  he 
was  considered  to  be,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  relieving  officer  was  at  all  the 
proper  person  to  take  charge  of  the 
"Work.  His  own  opinion  was  that  the 
<3k)vemment  would  be  forced  to  create 
a  new  class  of  men  for  that  purpose,  and 
for  nothing  else.  The  Government 
would  no  doubt  see  the  wisdom  of 
appointing  an  officer  entirely  removed 
from  political  bias.  It  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  Excise  or  any  other 
officer  who  had  other  duties  to  perform 
to  perform  these  as  well. 

♦Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Glouces- 
tershire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  dis- 
onssion  was  wide  enough  without  its 
being  widened  by  drawing  morals  as  to 
the  advantage  of  a  universal  or  a  con- 
tributory scheme.  There  were  certain 
considerations  which  seemed  to  afiect 
the  rural  districts,  but  in  a  ser.se 
contrary  to  what  had  been  stated  that 
day.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lichfield 
seemed  to  think  that  a  local  committee 
would  be  likely  to  know  the  people,  but 
in  the  rural  districts  that  would  not  be 
so,  because  it  would  be  the  county 
<$ounGils.  The  Bill  gave  power  to  appoint 
sub-committees,  but  unless  the  whole 
authority  was  delegated  to  them  would 
they  do  the  work  ?  Unless  the  whole 
power  was  delegated  to  these  sub- 
<K)mmittee8  it  would  be  done  by  the 
oounty  councils,  who  had  no  local  know- 
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ledge  but  paper  knowledge,  and  directl^ 
they  were  driven  to  paper  knowledge  i^ 
was  a  matter  of  indifierence  where  the 
committee  was.  Everything  must  rest 
with  the  pension  officer.  In  these 
cases  every  district  was  going 
to  refuse  the  information  required 
for  disqualification  and  patch  up  the 
case  so  as  to  present  the  best  case  for 
every  applicant.  They  were  not  going  to 
incur  the  unpopularity  of  keeping  people 
ofi  the  pension  list.  They  would  report 
in  favour  of  everybody,  and  the  pension 
officer  would  have  to  bear  the  whole  of 
the  odium.  He  quite  agreed  with  what 
had  been  said  as  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Excise  officer.  It  was  assumed  that 
the  Excise  officer  did  not  go  about  his 
district  and  would  have  no  knowledge,  but 
he  was  very  much  about  his  district  at  the 
present  time.  He  went  after  the  dogs,  and 
inasmuch  as  he  sometimes  succeeded  in 
causing  the  collection  of  two  licences  for 
the  same  dog,  in  the  opinion  of  some  he 
was  about  the  district  too  much.  He 
was  not  very  popular  in  his  district  for 
that  reason.  But  he  was  now  going  to 
cease  dealing  with  dogs  and  deal  with 
people,  and  he  would  have  to  bear  the 
odium  of  these  odious  inquiries.  He 
would  therefore  naturally  try  to  protect 
himself  as  far  as  possible  by  the  form  of 
certificate  he  would  obtain.  The  Bill 
certainly  contemplated  a  written  declara- 
tion, as  would  be  seen  not  only  from  the 
subsection  under  discussion  but  from  the 
whole  of  CljLUse  9.  It  would,  of  course, 
depend  on  the  regulations,  and  they  did 
not  know  what  would  be  put  into  those 
regulations,  but  certainly  the  pension 
officer  would  go  as  far  as  the  regulations 
allowed  him  in  obtaining  a  written 
certificate.  It  was  certain  that  the 
deficiencies  in  the  claim  would  be 
patched  up,  and  that  the  local  com- 
mittees would  strain  every  point  in  favour 
of  the  applicant.  They  would  say  :  "  It 
is  quite  true  that  nine  or  ten  years  ago 
this  man  did  so  and  so,  but  he  ought  to 
have  a  pension."  So  that  in  every  case 
the  pension  officer,  and  the  pension  officer 
alone,  would  have  to  do  the  work.  He 
should  support  the  Government,  because 
he  did  not  see  what  other  scheme  they 
could  adopt.  It  seemed  to  him  the  best 
choice  that  could  be  made.  The  difficulty 
was  enormous,  but  it  was  inherent  in 
any  scheme  that  picked  and  chose  in  this 
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way,  and  therefore,  whUe  they  ought  not 
to  attach  too  much  importance  to  local 
committees  in  rural  districts,  yet  on  the 
whole  they  could  not  do  better  under  the 
circumstances  than  what  the  Govern- 
ment proposed. 

I 

Mr.   SAMUEL  ROBERTS  (Sheffield,! 
Ecclesall)    asked    whether    it    was    wise  I 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Chancellor  j 
of   the    Exchequer   to   entrust   the   ad-  i 
ministration    of    these    large    sums    of  | 
money  to   local   bodies   elected   by  the  ' 
ratepayers,    whose    local    interest    was  | 
to  protect  the  rates.     Was  it  not  placing  , 
these    gentlemen    in    a    very    invidious  | 
position  ?     Their    natural  inclination  as  i 
representing    the    ratepayers    would    be  ' 
to  put  as  many  pensioners  on  the  Ex-  , 
chequer  fund  as  they  could,  because  the  ' 
more  they  did  that  the  more  they  would  | 
relieve  the   rates.       This  was  Imperial ' 
money   and    ought  to  be    administered  \ 
by   officials   appointed   by  the   Govern- 1 
ment.     He   rather  agreed  with  the  re-  , 
marks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  | 
Member  for  Ilkeston   when   he   said  in  i 
lieu  of  the  local  body  he  would  place  | 
the   decision  in  the   hands  of  either  a  | 
stipendiary    or  a   County  Court   Judge,  i 
There  was  a  precedent  for  the  County  | 
Court  Judge  in  the  Workmen's  Compen- 1 
sation  Act.     He  agreed  most  thoroughly  ' 
with  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man    the   Member  for    East  Worcester- ' 
shire  that  the  pension  officer  ought  to  ; 
be  a  man  of  a  very  high  character  who  ' 
would    act    independently    of    party   in  i 
any   way.     He    suggested    the    class   of 
men  from  whom  surveyors  of  income- 
tax  were  drawn.     He  had  come  across 
them  as  a  Commissioner  of  Income-Tax, 
and  they  were  men  quite  above  suspicion. 
Did  the  local  authorities  want  this  further 
duty    placed   upon   them?     He    under- 
stood that   some  of  them  at  all  events 
did   not.     The   London   Coimty   Council 
were     making     representations    at    the 
l)reseut    moment    that    they    did    not 
want  this  duty  cast  upon  them. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  They  only  sug- 
gest that  the  borough  councils  would  bo 
more  appropriate. 

Mr.  8AMUEL  ROBERTS  said  the 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  know  whether 
tlio   borough   councils  wanted  it  either. 

Sir  Charles  W.Dille. 


In  his  opinion,  and  he  had  had  aon» 
experience,  these  bodies  had  quite  eiUM](^ 
to  do  already — more  than  they  coidi 
do  properly.    The  last   Education  Act 
cast  upon  them  duties  which  entuled  ml 
immense  amount  of  time,  and  the  dutici 
had  become  so  onerous  in  many  locali- 
ties that  they  had  difficulty  in  finding 
to  undertake    men  them.       He  liopei 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wmill 
take  into  consideration  the  argaiiifiin» 
he    had   placed    before    him,    and  aba 
what  was  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member    for    Ilkeston,  that  a 
committee  appointed  by  a  local  authoDtr 
was  not  altogether  a  satisfactory  bodr 
to  administer  Imperial  money. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  D.  FABER(YoA)»id 
it  seemed  to  him  that  so  much  depended 
on    elaborating    the    prox>er    machinexr 
to  decide  who  should  or  should  not  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  that  the  diacagmw 
was  one  of  the  most  important  that  hid 
arisen.    The    Government    had   had  a 
very  difficult  choice  before  them,  becasn 
whichever   way   one    looked    difficuhKi 
met  them,  but  on  the  whole  he  thoo^ 
the    machinery    the    Government   hai 
devised     was    not      uusatisfactorr    i& 
all    the     circumstances     of     the    cue. 
Let   them  imagine,  however,   that   tb» 
scheme   had   been   established,   and  aa 
old  man  of  seventy  wanted  a  pension. 
How  would  he  claim   it — orally,  or  in 
writing  ?    If    he    made    it    in   wiitinf. 
would  he  lodge  it  with  the  local  pensioa 
committee  ?    Would  it  have    to  be  ia 
a  stereotyped  form  ?     The  pension  com- 
mittee could  look  at  the  claim,  as  bt 
understood  it,  but  when  it  was  k)dged 
they  had  nothing  to  do  for  the  moment 
They   handed   it   over   to   the   pensifln 
officer,  who  had  to  go  into  all  the  hots 
of  the   case   on  his  own   mere  notion. 
Nobody  could  interfere  with  him.    Wcndd 
the   evidence  he  took  be  upon    oaAf 
Before   an   applicant  could   qualify  for 
a     pension     this     officer      had    to  go 
into  the  most  inquisitorial  examination. 
They    had    been    told    in    the     earlier 
discussions  that  there  would  be  nothing 
inquisitorial,  but  there  must  be  a  great 
deal  that  was  inquisitorial  or  the  penrioa 
officer  would  not  be  performing  the  atata- 
tor^'obligations  which  were  laid  upon  him. 
Where  would  the  inquiry  be  held— ia 
;  open   Court  or  in  the  cottage  of  ih» 
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applicant?  Would  it  be  with  closed 
doors?  Would  the  local  community 
be  allowed  to  be  present  ?  All  these 
were  matters  which  would  arise  in 
almost  every  case.  When  the  inquiry 
was  concluded  the  officer  who  had 
ocmducted  it  could  do  no  more,  but  he 
handed  over  the  determination  to  a 
different  body  altogether.  He  doubted 
whether  this  part  of  the  machinery  was 
the  best  that  could  be  devised.  They 
were  essentially,  cardinally,  at  the  very 
zoot,  dividing  the  responsibility.  The 
officer's  report  went  to  the  committee, 
who  could  not  go  into  any  evidence  at 
all.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lichfield  had 
spoken  about  the  pension  committee 
using  their  local  knowledge,  but  he 
doubted  if  they  could  use  it.  He  doubted 
if  they  could  look  outside  the  four 
comers  of  the  report,  or  ask  for  any 
farther  information  that  could  be 
given  them  except  what  was  given 
by  the  pension  officer.  He  asked  any- 
one who  had  listened  to  him  whether 
that  was  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
difficulty,  which  he  agreed  was  inherent 
in  the  case,  whichever  way  they  put  it. 
But  his  cardinal  objection  was  that  they 
severed  the  responsibility,  that  one  man 
took  the  evidence  and  another  body 
gave  the  judgment,  and  the  second 
body  could  not  go  into  any  evidence  at 
all.  They  were  making  the  local  pension 
committee  practically  a  court  of  appeal 
that  could  only  consider  the  evidence 
that  was  submitted  to  them  by  the  local 
officer.  He  would  have  thought  it 
much  better  to  have  given,  in  the 
first  instance,  fuller  power  to  the 
pension  officer ;  to  let  him  hear  the 
eWdence  and  come  to  a  conclusion  upon 
it.  He  was  in  a  much  l)etter  position 
to  adjudicate  upon  the  matter.  He 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  lend  a  sympathetic  ear  to  bona  fide 
objections,  and  even  at  that  hour  so  to 
alter  the  scheme  that  the  local  officer 
should  l>e  the  judge  in  the  first  instance, 
and  then  give  fuller  power  to  the 
pension  committee  on  appeal. 

♦Sir  MAURICE  LEVY  (Leicestershire, 
Loughborough »  said  the  hor.  Member 
had  conjured  up  all  sorts  of  objections 
that  existed  nowhere  except  in  his  own 
imagination.  The  hon.  Member  appeared  I 
to  desire  one  man  only  to  be  the  deciding 


factor  as  to  whether  a  person  ought  to 
have  a  pension  or  not.  They  on  that 
side  of  the  House  were  anxious 
that  as  many  as  possible  should  be 
eligible  for  and  receive  pensions,  and 
believed  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  establish  pension  committees 
far  preferable  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  York,  who  appeared 
to  disapprove  of  inquiry  and  yet 
wanted  more.  Would  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  support  an  Amendment 
to  the  effect  that  every  person  over 
seventy  should  be  able  to  walk  into 
the  post  office  and  demand  their 
pension?  If  so  he  would  put  an 
Amendment  on  the  paper  to  effect  that^ 
[Cries  of  "  Move  it."]  He  wished  to 
impress  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  the  pension  committee 
ought  not  to  be  elected  by  the 
district  councils,  for  after  all  they 
were  simply  Poor  Law  guardians.  They 
ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  the 
scheme  clear  of  any  idea  that  it  was 
Poor  Law  relief.  He  would  rather  have 
a  committee  than  leave  the  matter  in  the* 
hands  of  one  individual.  It  was  far 
better  to  adopt  the  Government  plan,  but 
he  would  like  it  to  be  made  clear  and 
definite  that  the  pension  committee 
should  be  composed  of  a  majority  of 
elected  members  to  the  borough  and 
county  councils.  He  hoped  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  not  be  in  a  hurry 
to  decide  who  should  be  the  pension  officer^ 
It  had  been  suggested  he  should  be  the 
Excise  officer.  Many  county  councils 
had  already  expressed  the  opinion  that 
they  did  not  feel  themselves  in  a  position 
to  take  over  the  duties  now  performed 
by  the  Excise  officer  and  which  were  to 
be  transferred  to  them  in  order  to  give 
the  Excise  officers  time  to  act  as  pension 
officers.  The  hon.  Member  did  not  trust 
the  Treasury ;  he  appeared  to  think  the- 
appointment  of  pension  officers  was  too- 
much  patronage  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  and  would  lead  to  the 
appointment  of  unsuitable  men.  He  did 
not  believe  there  was  justification  for 
any  such  fears  ;  in  the  past  the  appoint- 
ment of  our  Civil  servants  whether  by 
Liberal  or  Conservative  Grovemments  hadi 
been  satisfactory,  and  we  had  a  body 
of  Civil  servants  we  were  justly  proud 
of ;  he  therefore  had  no  fear  the  Treasury 
would  appoint  unsuitable  men. 
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MX  came  up  to  the  Local  Govern-  He  did  not  think  a  University  don  would 

Board,   what  were  they  to  do  ?  be  the  best  person  to  discharge  these 

also  could  only  have  the   report  duties.    Why  were  the  Excise  officers  to 

Exciseman.   They  never  got  in  this  be  considered  incompetent?     They  had 

eyond  the  Exciseman.    It  was  the  to  discover  the  age  of  a  man.    Need  a 

5man  at  the  beginning,  the  Excise-  man  be  highly  educated,  or  have  great 

n  the  middle,  and  the  Exciseman  skill,    to    discover   that.     They   had   to 

5  end.  make  inquiries  as  to  means  ;    and  they 

had  to  make  inquiries  as  to  past  char- 

.    MASTERMAN    said    the    Local  acteih-inquiries  made  in  New   Zealand 

•nment  Board  had  full  machinery  by  officials  of  a  very  subordinate  char- 

3aling  \^'ith  things  similar  to  that  acter.     Surely   an    Excise    officer   could 

1  operation.  discover  these  things  or  whether  a  man 

belonged  to  a  friendly  society  or  trade 

A  J   BALFOUR  asked  what  was  ^^^^-  ^*  ^^^  ^^*  ^^^^^  ^®**  scholar- 

.A.J.  liAbi^UUKaskedwnatwas  ^^.      ^^    discover    those    things.    The 

^m^t'BoaKr'LSn^^^^^^^^  ''^^^  ^^^-  Gentleman  gave  an  amusing 

■  J  J  _a.        X  account  of  procedure.    He  had  invented 

cter    and   age,    and   property   of  his  own  procedure,  and  it  was  naturally  a 
applicants  for  pensions  <     The  only  u      j  tx  i.  j      xv      *    j 

nerv  he   knew   of   was  the   Poor  ""^^^  ^^^"^^  '^''^'     ^*  ^^^  nothmg  to  do 

nery  ne   imew  ot  was  tne   roor  ^.^^   ^^^   procedure   of   the   Bill.    The 

machinery,    and   that    machinery  ^  ^     *     r  n     •      ^.u  j     j. 

,,  .,     K  i.i.j-i.     jj  Government  were  followmg  the  precedent 

►uffht  the  Government  had  mtended     ^  ^t       ry    i     j  v.  rru  i 

^        X      X   i-v.       ij  „•  of  New  Zealand  here.     They  were  laymg 

ep    out   of   the    old-age    pension  ,  i       •     •  i      •         ^r  5 

e     The  man  whose  right  was  in  ^^"^  general  prmciples  m  outlme  and 

,  n       J  i.  leavme  the  machmery  to  be  developed 

on  here  was  never  allowed  to  appear  ,         ®ix-  ttj-jxi^xxu 

.,  IX  11  X  by    regulations.    He    denied    that    the 

e  evidence  before  anybody  except  ^-^   .  ^  t     th       h    *     '  i? 

zciseman.     That  was  preposterous  .,         .,,,         *i    .i.         j     x  f^^riii 

.  ,      ,  I  ,  .  ffu  1.4.  the   middle,   and  the   end   of  the   Bill, 

tolerable  machinery.    There  ought,  tt     •      i         j    xt  r    • 

ow  or  somewhere    to  be  bromrht  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  *^®  prehmmary  mquiry- 

.,     ..      r        11     •  «        J  The    right    hon.    Gentleman    said   they 

authontv  for  allowing   evidence         , ,    ^.      „  ^i  x.  c       j.^. 

.   ,  -  ..  '      ^       n     -4.  could  not  call  the  pensioner  before  them, 

taken,  as  it  were,  m  open  Court,  ^,  ^,  ^,j 

1 J    V  ^       1      V  Of  course  thev  could. 

a  poor  man  could  show  why  he  n  y  v,  u  vl 

have  his  pension.     They  ought 
throw  the  whole  power  over  these       LoRD    R.    CECIL     (Marylebone,    E.) 

000  entirely    into    the    hands  of  ^^ked  where  this  was  set  forth, 
very   subordinate   Civil   servants, 

rere    made «  practically    the    dis-       Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  would 

rs  of  this  gigantic  national  sub-  be  part  of  the  regulations.     If  the  noble 

1  according  to  their  own  views  Lord  would  take  the  trouble  to  look  at 
ice  and  equity.     The  machinery  ^he  New  Zealand  regulations 

mg  that  justice  was  done,  he  was 

nt,  could  be  greatly  improved  if       Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  did  not  care 

le  Committee  and  the  Government  about  New  Zealand. 
Ives  had  the  time  and  the  oppor- 

to  improve  it.  Mr.    LLOYD  -  GEORGE  :     But    the 

pensioner   would   care.     All   this   detail 

LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  until  with  regard  to  communications  with  the 

it  hon.  Gentleman  got  up  they  were  pension   officer   and   subsequent   appeal 

a  quiet  and  serviceable  discussion  to  the  Local  Government  Board  would 

i    machinery    of    the    Bill.     The  be  provided  for  in  elaborate  regulations 

ion.   Gentleman  had  again  made  to  be  prepared.     Embodied  in  the  regula- 

it  attack  on  the  measure.     He  liad  tions  would  be  advice  to  the  local  pension 

a  great  dislike  to  the  Exciseman,  committee  as  to  the  methods  of  obtaining 

le   thought,  must   be  of    Scottish  information  not  merely  from  the  pension 

ion.     He  had  told  the  Committee  officer,  who,  however,  would  be  the  man 

e  Exciseman  was  not  a  highly-  primarily    responsible,    but    from   other 

id  not  a  highly-educated  officer,  sources. 
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«nd  unpopularity  of  ruling  out  tke  claim 
•of  an  applicant.  Every  claim  ruled  out 
would  add  to  the  rates.  But  he  did  not 
think  that  the  pension  committee  would 
not  do  their  duty.  At  the  same  time, 
their  inclination  would  be,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  rather  to  rule  in  than 
to  rule  out.  Therefore  it  was  absolutely 
•eesential  that  there  should  be  someone 
to  represent  the  Treasury  in  the  trans- 
action. The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
made  meny  with  the  designation  of 
**  Imperial  "  officer  ;  but  he  used  the 
word  in  the  sense  of  distinguishing 
Imperial  from  local,  and  not  in  order  to 
give  him  any  status  he  had  not  on  his 
merits.  It  was  essential  to  have  some 
-one  representing  and  guarding  the  inter- 
iOSts  of  the  Treasury,  for  they  could  not 
leave  it  to  a  local  body  with  no  financial 
ireaponsibility  to  make  these  allowances 
•4kt  the  expense  of  another  authority. 
'The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  criticised 
the  Government  for  nominating  an  Excise 
•officer ;  could  he  suggest  anyone  else  ? 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  East  Worcester- 
shire had  made  a  suggestion,  and  he  was 
■glad  to  hear  that,  on  the  whole,  the  right 
hon.  GentHeman  approved  of  an  Excise 
officer;  the  only  stipulation  being  that 
he  should  not  be  appointed  without 
any  qualification  or  examination  and 
•iihould  not  be  left  to  the  exercise  of  the 
imlimited  patronage  of  a  political  Party. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  was  not  so  much  enamoured  of  the 
Excise  officer,  but  he  could  not  find 
.anyone  else. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  that 
was  a  great  concession  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  which  he  would  translate 
into  approval,  and  that  on  the  whole 
the  Government  had  done  their  best 
tmder  the  circumstances.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it  was  important  that  they  should 
as  far  as  possible  utilise  the  services 
of  men  who  came  in  by  means  of  ex- 
amination, and  who  had  not  the  slightest 
degree  or  taint  of  political  bias  or  corrup- 
tion. He  was  informed  that  Excise 
officers  were  qaite  well  qualified  by 
education  and  adequate  to  discharge 
these  functions  ;  that  they  were  sufficient 
in  number  and  equal  to  their  duties, 
.especially  if  they  were  relieved  of  looking 


into  the  wastrel  clasa*  There  had  been 
one  or  two  suggestions  as  to  making 
use  of  relieving  officers,  but  that  had 
been  repudiated  by  Members  of  all 
parties,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
beyond  the  one  or  two  Members  who 
made  the  suggestion  anyone  would  go 
into  the  division  lobby  in  favour  of  it. 
The  relieving  officer  was  mixed  up  with 
the  Poor  Law ;  not  only  that,  he  repre- 
sented the  local  taxation  authority, 
and  was  entirely  the  wrong  kind  of 
person  to  administer  this  great  fimd. 
What  other  officer  was  there  who 
could  be  employed  ?  They  had 
only  the  Exciseman.  He  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eccles- 
all  Division  of  Sheffield  that  the 
ideal  type  of  a  man  they  wanted  would 
be  such  as  was  found  in  the  higher 
branches  of  the  Excise  service — such  as 
a  supervisor,  or  a  surveyor  of  taxes 
in  the  Revenue  service.  He  did  not 
want  to  draw  invidious  distinctions  or 
to  say  that  they  were  quite  of  the  same 
rank,  but  they  were  much  top  busy 
to  add  these  functions  to  those  they 
already  discharged  so  welL  They  had, 
therefore,  by  a  process  of  exhaustion 
and  exclusion  been  driven  back  to  the 
Excise  officer.  He  did  not  take  the 
view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  Excise  officer.  He 
believed  that  they  discharged  very 
unpopular,  invidious,  and  disagreeable 
functions  very  well. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  had  never 
said  anything  against  the  Excise  officer. 
What  he  complained  of  was  that  the 
whole  thing  was  the  Excise  officer  from 
beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  inas- 
much as  he  had  shown  that  that  was 
not  the  case,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
complaint  disappeared.  He  agreed  that 
if  it  had  been  the  Excise  officer  first, 
second,  and  third,  there  would  have  been 
ground  for  complaint ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  the  Excise  officer  first,  the 
pension  committee  second,  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Local  Government  Board 
third  ;  therefore  the  solitary  objection  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  this 
machinery  completely  disappeared.  That, 
therefore,  was  an  answer  to  the  charge. 
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The  Excise  officer  was  the  only  officer  i  the  pension  committee  differed  from  the 
available  for  the  purpose.  He  would  '  original  report,  there  was  no  mmcbineir 
report  ;  the  pension  committee  would  '  for  the  pension  officer  to  modify  his  bk 
sit  on  and  examine  and  sift  those  reports,  |  report.  He  thought  there  should  be  tlut 
and  decide  upon  them,  and  if  necessary  i  power, 
they  would  send  for  the  applicant.     In  ' 

nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  would  not  send  !  Mr.  LLOYD  -  OEORGE  agreed;  it 
for  the  applicant,  because  it  would  not  |  thought  the  pension  officer  shonll 
be  necessary.  Beyond  that,  it  was  the  i  have  that  power.  The  report  was  tk 
idea  of  the  Government  in  framing  the  ]  report  as  it  stood  after  it  had  boa 
regulations  to  provide  that  where  the  j  decided  upon.  It  was  the  final  zepot 
pension  committee  decided  against  the  ;  That  was  rather  a  different  point,  ud 
applicant  he  should  have  an  opportunity  '  there  was  no  Amendment  with  regaidt» 
of  appearing  before  them  and  making  i  it.  But  if  there  was  any  doubt  abom 
further  representations  before  a  final  |  the  matter  it  should  be  made  clear  in  tW 
decision  was  arrived  at.  After  that  there  '  regulations,  if  not  in  the  Bill  itseU.  Bit  . 
certainly  ought  to  be  an  appeal  to  the  '  had  now  dealt  with  all  the  poiite 
Local  Government  Board  to  vary  the  !  raised,  and  suggested  that  the  Committoe 
order.  He  agreed  that  that  ought  to  be  j  should  now  come  to  a  decision  on  He* 
made  perfectly  clear,  and  if  it  was  i  Amendment.  Having  disposed  of  the 
not  perfectly  clear  from  the  words  |  question  of  whether  they  should  haw 
of  subsection  (c)  he  was  quite  pre-  j  local  committees  or  not,  they  could  tim 
pared  to  accept  the  Amendment !  proceed  with  the  drafting  Amendment, 
of    the    hon.    Member    for    Woodstock  i 

which   appeared  further   down   on   the  |      ^^^   BENNETT  asked  leave  to  with- 
Paper.     In  reply  to  the  nght  hon.  Gentle-    ^^^^  ^^^  Amendment. 
man  opposite  as  to  whether  the  reports  j 

of  the  committee  should  be  published,  |      l^^^^  refused,  and  Amendment  nm- 
he   should   say   not.     In   New   Zealand  |  .^ived. 
these    inquiries    were    conducted    with  i 

closed  doors,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  '  ♦Sjr  WALTER  FOSTER  moved  an 
very  undesirable  under  this  Bill  that  the  \  Amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  t» 
reports  should  be  published.  In  certain  ,  substitute'  for  the  pension  committee  tbe- 
circumstances  they  might  create  great '  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the  district,  or, 
unpleasantness.  He  did  not  think  they  ■  where  there  is  no  stipendiary  magistrate^ 
ought  to  be  published.  ,  the  County  C!ourt  Judge,  within  whoi» 

,  jurisdiction  the  claimant  or  pensiour 
Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr- ,  resides.  He  felt  that  in  this  matter  thaj 
Tydvil)  asked  whether  the  appeal  should  ,  ought  not  to  trust  to  any.  local  body* 
not  be  widened  so  as  to  include  the  ,  They  ought  to  have  some  prooednxewfaidi 
decision  of  the  pension  officer  as  well  would  give  everybody  not  only  an  oppo^ 
as  the  decision  of  the  pension  com-  *  tunityof  appealing  but  of  appearing  bdon 
mittee.  a  judicial  officer  and  stating  his  case.    Ik 

'  was  quite  possible  that  a  committee  cob- 
Mr.  LLOYD  -  GEORGE  said  that  that ,  stituted  as  proposed  in  the  Bill  mi^^  be 
raised  a  very  much  larger  question,  which  i  a  source  of  danger  to  the  Exchequer.  JX 
was  raised  by  a  specific  Amendment  later.  \  might  also  exercise  its  functions  in  a  waj 
He  would  rather  not  argue  that  on  this  ,  injurious  to  the  locality.  If,  as  the 
Amendment,  upon  which  it  did  not  quite  ■  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  pointed 
properly  arise.  The  other  Amendment  out,  this  committee  was  to  have  a  kuidof 
did  raise  the  question  of  the  interpre- :  roving  commission  to  inquire  into  the 
tation  of  subsection  (c).  character  of  every  applicant  for  apensioiL 

they  would  have  an  inquiution  of  a  most 
Mr.  LYTTELTON  pointed  out  that  odious  nature  set  up  in  every  viDagB- 
in  a  case  where  a  pension  officer  made  and  town  in  the  country.  It  was  becave- 
an  original  report,  and  was  afterwards  he  thought  that  a  committee  of  this  kind 
required  to  supplement  the  information,  might  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  troobk' 
if    on  that  supplementary    information    that   he  preferred  the  simpler  method 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 
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'embodied  in  his  Amendment.  Accord- 
ing to  his  scheme  the  local  pension  officer 
irould  do  the  work  under  similar  condi- 
tions to  those  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  described.  After  the 
inquiry  had  been  made  the  report 
wcNild  go  to  the  official  who  would 
•;  8it  in  court  where  he  could  deal  with 
■I  any  appeal  or  statement  on  behalf 
5  of  the  applicant.  There  would  be 
no  working  in  camera.  The  whole 
.:  tiling  would  be  done  by  an  officer  who 
I  would  be  in  a  position  to  act  judicially 
and  impartially,  for  he  would  be  totally 
Temoved  from  local  influences  and 
Above  suspicion.  The  whole  scheme 
with  reference  to  the  local  pension  com- 
mittee was,  in  his  opinion,  bound  to  break 
<lown.  When  he  had  put  this  question 
before  large  audiences  in  rural  districts 
tbey  had  told  him  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  have  these  committees,  and  would 
not  even  trust  their  parish  councils  to 
«arry  out  the  measure.  It  was  because 
he  knew  that  feeling  to  exist  that  he 
begged  to  move  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  4,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'*  IooaI  pension  committee,  and  the  committee,* 
4Uid  to  insert  the  words  '  stipendiary  magistrate 
of  the  district  or  where  there  is  no  stipendiary 
niAgistrate  to  the  Ck>unty  Court  Judge  within 
-whofle  jurisdiction  the  claimant  or  pensioner 
resides  who.*  "— {ififtr  Walter  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
^  local  pension  committee  and  the  com- 
mittee,' stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  could 
not  possibly  accept  the  Amendment ;  to 
cause  a  man  to  appear  before  a  local 
magistrate  to  apply  for  a  pension  would 
be  open  to  a  good  deal  of  criticism. 
Neither  a  magistrate  nor  a  County  Court 
Judge  could  possibly  attend  to  these 
-thousands  of  cases  in  the  first  place,  and, 
in  the  second,  it  would  appear  too  much 
like  litigation.  It  would  be  very  un- 
desirable to  go  before  either  a  County 
€ourt  Judge  or  a  magistrate. 

Mb.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  from  the  cheers  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  that  they  disapproved 
of  this  Amendment.  If  the  pension  was 
to  be  a  matter  of  right,  as  he  understood 
they  claimed  it  should  be,  it  was  a  question 
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to  be  decided  in  open  Court,  and  not  b> 
a  committee  sitting  in  secret  or  a  pension 
officer  in  secret.  That  was  exactly  the 
difference  between  the  procedure  proposed 
by  the  Government  and  the  procedure  of 
the  Amendment.  By  the  judicial  proced- 
ure the  Court  heard  all  the  evidence  on 
either  side  before  arriving  at  a  decision. 
Hon.  Members  opposite,  in  refusing  the 
Amendment,  were  recording  the  opinion 
that  these  pensions  were  not  a  right, 
but  a  charity.  ["No,  no."]  If  they 
were  a  right  why  did  they  object  to  this 
kind  of  action  being  taken  ?  The  only 
way  to  try  rights  in  this  country  was 
by  judicial  procedure.  They  would  not 
try  this  by  judicial  procedure,  but  would 
try  it  by  a  secret  committee  and  a  depart- 
ment working  in  secret. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  was  very 
much  struck  by  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  moved 
the  Amendment  that  he  had  found 
very  large  audiences  objecting  to  these 
matters  being  considered  by  a  committee. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  large  audiences. 
Whether  hon.  Members  below  the  gang* 
way  who  assumed  omniscience  with 
regard  to  the  opinions  of  the  labouring 
classes  were  right,  or  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  right  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  could  understand  the 
objection.  The  objection  was  this.  The 
working-men  of  the  country  knew  per- 
fectly well,  if  they  had  considered  this 
Bill  at  all,  that  it  meant  inquiry  into 
their  character  for  years  and  years  past. 
They  were  not  content  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  made  by  a  committee,  even 
in  camera,  and  even  with  all  the  astonish- 
ing machinery  designed  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  this  clause.  He  confessed  he 
did  not  feel  sure  that  an  inquiry  in  open 
Court  would  be  any  more  popular ; 
he  did  not  know  that  those  who  wished 
to  have  the  pensions  were  really  so 
anxious  to  have  their  whole  character 
investigated  before  an  open  Court. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  said  that  his 
scheme  would  not  work  in  that  way  at 
all.  The  pension  officer  would  inquire 
into  the  whole  of  the  case,  and  having 
made  his  report  he  would  send  to  the 
magistrate  or  to  the  County  Court  Judge 
his  recommendation.  There  would  be 
no  inquiry  in  open  Court  except  in  the 


827 


Old-Age 


{COMMONS} 


Pensions  Bill. 


case  of  an  appeal  against  the  decision. 
If  the  Judge  granted  the  pension  there 
would  be  no  appearance  in  open  Court, 
In  case  the  decision  was  adverse  to  the 
applicant,  he  would  have  an  opportiunity 
of  going  before  the  magistrate,  whether 
in  open  Court  or  in  private  Court,  and 
giving  evidence  on  oath  in  favour  of  his 
claim. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gientlemaii  accepted  what  appeared 
to  him  the  chief  vice  of  the  Government 
scheme,  namely,  the  enormous  power 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  pension  officer ; 
in  fact,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  pension  officer  was  to  decide 
whether  anybody  was  to  have  a  pension 
in  his  district,  and  if  anyone  objected 
the  remedy  was  an  appeal  in  open 
Court.  He  could  quite  understand  that 
a  man  with  some  passages  in  his  life 
which  he  would  not  desire  to  have 
exposed  in  open  Court  would  be  content 
to  forego  his  pension  rather  than  appeal 
against  a  pension  officer,  who,  in  spite 
of  everything  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  said,  would  have  an 
absolute  hold  over  these  pensions.  That 
was  a  matter  for  very  serious  considera- 
tion, and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  give  to  these  men 
the  disposal  of  that  vast  patronage 
which  the  Government  suggested.  He 
certainly  believed  that  no  such  suggestion 
had  ever  been  made  in  any  previous 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  he  confessed  that 
he  should  feel  very  great  hesitation  in 
accepting  it.  Then  as  to  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  had  said,  there 
was  a  great  deal,  as  there  always  was, 
in  what  he  had  said,  but  he  thought 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  forgotten 
that  the  German  system  did  not  involve 
inquiry  into  character. 

♦Mr.  HAROLD  COX  said  he  hoped 
that  he  had  not  beeen  misunderstood. 
He  had  not  said  that  he  would  support 
the  Amendment.  He  had  only  said  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Labour  Benches 
ought  to  support  it. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  agreed  in 
the  criticism  on  the  Labour  Members, 
who  had  been  misled  by  the  ingenious 
phrasing  of  the  first  clause  of  the  Bill. 
They  really  thought  that  the  Goveni- 

Sir  Walter  Fostsr. 


ment  were  giving  >tlu8  pension  as  i 
matter  of  right,  ^ej  believed  tlwt  Aat 
was  said  in  the  first  clause.  They  either 
had  not  carefully  read  over  the  other 
clauses  or  they  had  been  deluded  by 
the  Celtic  eloquence  of  the  Chancdkr 
of  the  Exchequer.  But  if  they  onn 
grasped  that  there  was  no  right  con- 
ferred by  the  Bill,  if  they  once  grasped 
that  it  was  a  matter  entirely  withiL 
the  discretion  of  the  pension  officer, 
without  a  shadow  of  control  by  the  local 
pension  committee,  then  it  appealed 
to  him  that  they  could  not  treat  it  aa 
a  right,  and  they  could  not  have  it  dis- 
cussed in  Court  at  all ;  and  the  objectioL 
which  the  large  audiences  of  the  T^jox 
hon.  Gentleman  felt  to  a  discussum  of 
the  matter  by  a  pension  committee  voold 
be  even  greater  than  to  a  discussion  in 
open  Court.  Therefore,  he  was  afraid 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  support  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Grentlemaii. 

Mr.  SHACELETON  (Lancaahiie. 
Clitheroe)  said  that  Labour  Membeuft 
considered  it  a  very  poor  argument 
to  have  pointed  out  to  them  what 
was  done  in  Germany.  They  were 
not  built  that  way.  Probably  thev 
would  not  stand  a  lot  of  things  that 
were  stood  in  Germany.  He  wanted 
the  Committee  to  realise  the  kind  of 
people  they  were  legislating  for.  First 
of  all,  they  were  mainly  workpeople. 
men  and  women,  all  of  Uie  age  of  seventr, 
and  was  it  really  suggested  by  the  li^t 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  that 
these  old  men  and  old  women  had  to  go 
before  a  magistrate  with  a  wig  on? 
["No,  no,"  and  laughter].  Well,  he 
had  seen  a  stipendiary  magistrate  with 
a  wig  on.  Were  these  old  people  to  ap- 
pear in  a  criminal  court  where  cases  were 
being  tried,  to  await  their  turn  either 
after  or  preceding  a  "  drunk "  T 
Failing  a  magistrate,  they  were  to  fp 
before  the  County  Court  Judge — a  Court 
of  which  many  of  them  had  never  heard 
and  which  might  be  miles  away  froni 
the  little  villages  in  which  they  ItvedL 
They  were  going  to  put  all  this  tronUe 
on  those  old  people,  when  they  got 
beyond  the  recommendation  of  the 
Excise  officer.  That  was  the  poaitaoB* 
He  did  not  care  much  about  inooiry, 
and  he  believed  that  the  Bill  woiud  be 
better    without    some    of   it. 
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the  other  hand  he  would  rather  put  these 
poor  people  into  the  hands  of  a  local 
committee  who  had  known  them  nearly 
all  their  lives,  to  settle  between  their 
claims  and  the  report  of  the  pension 
officer.  He  thought  that  was  the  fairest 
plan.  To  take  these  people  before  a 
Judge  of  any  description  would  simply 
mean  that  they  would  not  go,  but  would 
do  without  the  pension.  They  might 
get  a  few  who  had  the  bluff,  the  courage 
and  effrontery  to  do  it,  but  those  who 
were  really  deserving  of  a  pension  would 
not  go  near  the  Court.  The  Bill  already 
put  sufficient  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
these  people  getting  the  pension,  and 
the  Amendment  if  adopted  would  make 
the  matter  impossible. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross)  pointed  out  that  the  Bill 
applied  to  Scotland,  where  they  had 
neither  stipendiary  magistrate  nor 
County  Court  Judge,  so  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Amendment  would  require 
to  be  amended  if  it  was  to  apply  to 
Scotland,  and  they  would  have  to 
insert  "  sheriffs  and  sheriffs-substitute." 
He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not 
proceed  with  the  Amendment,  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pressed  it  he 
should  certainly  vote  against  it.  The 
Amendment  really  made  nonsense  of  the 
Bill,  and  if  it  were  carried  as  it  was  it 
could  not  possibly  apply  to  Scotland. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  quite 
agreed  that  the  Amendment  was  im- 
practicable, and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  pointed  out 
that  it  would  have  to  be  profoundly 
modified  in  order  to  make  it  read  properly 
in  regard  to  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom 
to  which  it  applied.  He  thought  that 
the  Government  ought  seriously  to 
consider  the  point,  however.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Clitheroe  seemed  to  think 
that  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  upon 
those  who  desired  the  pension  that 
they  should  have  to  go  before  a 
magistrate.  For  his  own  part,  he 
would  like  to  have  the  judicial 
authority  brought  in  if  only  to  protect 
the  people  who  were  refused  pensions. 
Under  the  Bill  as  it  stood  the  man  who 
could  refuse  to  grant  a  pension  was  the 
Excise  officer,  who  permeated  the  whole 
system   up   to  the   Local   Government 
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Board.  Even  with  the  modifications 
promised  by  the  Gk)vernment,  ic  appeared 
to  him  that  in  the  case  of  the  Excise 
officer  they  would  never  have  any  efficient 
machinery  for  sifting  and  examining  in 
favour  of  the  applicant  for  a  pension. 
The  man  who  was  unlucky  in  his  Excise 
officer,  or  suspected  that  the  Excise 
officer  had  made  a  mistake,  would  have 
no  protection  under  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
and  he  confessed  that  he  would  like 
an  appeal.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
persons  who  were  refused  pensions  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  go  before  some 
judicial  authority  who  would  interpret 
the  statutory  rates  which  were  now  to  be 
given  to  them. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  said 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  objected  to 
the  Amendment  because  they  had  no 
magistrates  in  Scotland,  but  the  Amend- 
ment was  equally  objectionable  to  Ire- 
land, because  there  they  had  stipendiary 
magistrates,  sometimes  called  resident 
magistrates,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  stand 
firm  in  resisting  the  Amendment.  He 
was  rather  astonished  to  hear  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  in  the  case  of 
some  hon.  Members,  the  extreme  mistrust 
of  local  authorities  in  this  country.  In 
I  Ireland  they  had  confidence  in  their 
coirnty  coimcils,  and  they  would  have 
'  confidence  in  the  committees  appointed 
I  by  them.  For  these  reasons  he  would  be 
certainly  compelled  to  vote  against  the 
Amendment. 

♦Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 

Kingswinford)  said  he  had  listened  with 

considerable  attention  to  the  speech  of  the 

right  hon.   Gentleman  the   Member  for 

Ilkeston,  but,  whether  the  County  Court 

Judge  with  or  the  stipendiary  without 

'  a  wig,  he  did   not  think  either  would 

I  in    any    way    meet    the    requirements 

I  of  this  particular  case.     There  had  been 

many  suggestions  as  to  the  formation  of 

1  the  pension  committee,  but  they  knew 

:  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  that  he  considered  that 

I  boards  of  guardians  would  not  be  proper 

i  persons   to   deal  with  this   question   of 

I  pensions,    though    these    guardians,    as 

I  private   individuals,   might   have   some- 

1  thing  to  do  with  the  question.    In  his 
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3pinion  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  comity 
council  was  to  leave  it  to  a  body  dealing 
with  far  too  large  an  area. 


*The   CHAIRMAN: 
comes  upon  Clause  8, 


That     question 


♦Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  said  he  would 
not  pursue  that  subject  any  further,  but 
turn  to  the  original  point,  which  surely 
came  within  the  scope  of  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
There  was  one  body  who  would  be  more 
efficient  to  deal  with  the  question  than  the 
County  Court  Judge,  and  that  was  the 
district  council.  They  knew  the  district, 
and  the  people  knew  them. 

*The  chairman  :  That  should  come 
on  Clause  8. 

♦Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  said  he  was 
entitled  to  suggest  an  alternative  to  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  objected  to  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate and  to  the  County  Court  Judge, 
because  they  were  persons  who  did  not 
know  these  people,  who  could  not  in 
any  way  be  concerned  with  their  affairs, 
and  would  probably  terrify  them, 
whereas  the  rural  district  councils  knew 
the  people  and  were  known  by  them. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  said  he 
recognised  the  difficulty  under  which  his 
hon.  friends  opposite  laboured.  He  had 
great  sympathy  with  them,  and  he  also 
understood  the  difficulty  in  connection 
with  Scotland.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 


Leave     refused, 
negatived. 


and      Amendment 


Mr.  HILLS  (Durham)  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  that  the  word  "  authority  " 
should  be  substituted  for  "committee" 
where  that  word  first  occurs  in  sub- 
section (a)  of  the  clause.  This  proposal, 
he  explained,  wsis  submitted  as  a  pre- 
liminary step  towards  an  Amendment 
which  he  wished  to  make  in  the  next 
clause  by  appointing  the  registrar  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  each 
district    to    act    as    the    local 


pension 
authority.      In   his  judgment   a     local 
Mr.  Stavdey-HUL 
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committee  of  the  county  or  ^stiict 
council  was  the  very  wont  body  tbifc 
could  be  found  to  decide  questions 
of  this  sort.  All  the  investigations 
was  carried  on  by  the  Excise  officei, 
and  the  •  decision  on  tlie  facts  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  local  committer 
That  decision  would  be  of  great  im- 
portance, for  these  authorities  were 
bound  to  decide  the  cases  on  certain 
rules,  a  set  of  precedents  would  be  set 
up,  and  the  real  decision  and  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Act  in  time  would  come 
into  the  hands  of  the  pension  aathontj. 
The  objections  to  that  were  very  great 
The  local  committee  knew  the  facts,  and 
that  was  an  advantage  in  certain  easels 
but  it  did  not  apply  in  the  present  case, 
for  all  the  investigations  were  made  hy 
the  pension  officer  and  not  bv  the  loeil 
committee.  In  the  second  place,  then 
might  be  some  argument  for  the  emploj- 
ment  of  a  local  committee  if  local  funds 
were  being  administered,  because  tke 
local  committee  would  give  economy  of 
administration ;  but  here  no  local  funds 
were  being  administered,  and  on  tbt 
ground  there  was  no  advantage  in  em- 
ploying a  local  committee.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  objections  to  a  local 
committee  were  very  great.  He  did 
not  think  the  people  whose  past  life 
was  to  be  looked  into  cared  for  an 
investigation  carried  on  by  a  local  com- 
mittee. In  the  case  of  the  income-tai 
the  right  was  often  exercised  of  beinf 
assessed  by  CommissionerB  who  weie 
not  local  people.  Then  if  they  had  these 
local  bodies  all  over  the  country  then 
were  sure  to  be  large  difierences  between 
them,  and  there  would  be  inequalitki 
between  different  localities.  Chie  au- 
thority would  interpret  the  Act  in  a 
liberal  spirit,  and  another  would  plaoe 
a  stricter  interpretation  upon  it.  But 
if  all  pension  authorities  were  officen 
subject  to  some  sort  of  central  control 
they  would  get  uniformity  of  adminutia- 
tion.  In  the  country  now,  they  conU 
not  get  the  people  to  serve  on  theis 
committees  and  to  do  the  work  there  wu 
to  do.  There  was  far  too  much  abeadj, 
and  if  these  committees  were  appointed 
they  were  perfectly  certain  to  be  Eoor 
Law  guardians,  for  the  simple  leason 
that  there  was  no  one  else  who  could  do 
the  work.  The  registrars  of  birAs. 
deaths,  and  marriages  weze  under  the 
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supervision  of  the  superintendent  regis- 
trar, and  he  suggested  that  he  should 
be  the  central  authority  and  the  district 
registrar  should  be  the  local  authority. 
At  present  they  were  very  badly  paid, 
and  he  quite  agreed  that  if  they  were 
appointed  for  this  work  their  pay  must 
be  increased.  But  there  was  the  existing 
local  organisation,  and  with  extension 
and  extra  assistance  they  could  carry 
on  the  work.  At  any  rate,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  a  far  better  scheme  than  any  form 
of  local  elected  committee,  under  which 
they  were  sure  to  get  all  sorts  of  improper 
electoral  pressure.  It  was  certain  to  be 
a  test  question  at  the  elections,  and  that 
would  be  very  unfortunate.  As  had 
been  said  already,  the  tendency  of  these 
committees  would  be  to  admit  all  appli- 
cants for  pensions.  They  would  not 
save  the  rates  by  refusing  applicants,  and 
they  would  gain  a  certain  sort  of  reputa- 
tion for  generosity  by  including  them. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  4,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  first 
word  *  committee/  and  insert  the  word 
•  authority."*— (J^''-   ^^«.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'committee'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

♦Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  he  thought 
the  Amendment  could  be  disposed  of 
somewhat  rapidly,  largely  owing  to 
the  fact  that  for  the  last  three  hours 
they  had  been  debating  practically 
the  same  point.  All  parts  of  the  House 
had  agreed  tacitly  when  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wiltshire  was 
withdrawn  that  whatever  criticisms  might 
be  advanced  against  local  pension  com- 
mittees (and  some  of  them  were  sub- 
stantial criticisms),  that  this  was  the 
method  by  which  they  would  have  to 
work,  reserving,  of  course,  their  constitu- 
tion, and  the  appeal  from  them  for 
later  discussion.  They  did  not  intend 
after  that  discussion  to  sweep  away 
the  local  pension  committee  and  substi- 
tute something  else  for  it.  But  the 
particular  alternative  suggested  by  the 
Amendment  was  an  impossible  one. 
They  would  have  one  official  who  techni- 
cally was  an  official  under  the  Poor 
Law  paid  for  by  the  rates,  in  close 
proximity  and  perhaps  in  disagreement 
with  another  official  who  was  an  Imperial 


official.  That  surely  would  not  make 
for  the  smooth  and  efficient  working 
of  the  scheme.  The  local  registrar,  except 
for  the  fact  that  he  possessed  knowledge 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  had 
none  of  the  qualifications  which  they 
hoped  the  local  pension  authority  would 
have  to  mitigate  or  to  modify  the  decision 
of  the  Exciseman.  He  had  not  the 
wide  local  knowledge  nor  the  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  conditions  of 
these  people,  and  particularly  he  would 
not  have  the  inclination  which  the 
pension  authority  would  have  to  stand 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  possibilities 
of  claims  as  against  the  demand  of 
the  Treasury  officer  for  economy  and' 
retrenchment.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  might  see  his  way 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  shared 
the  difficulty  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  to  the 
proposal  of  his  hon.  friend,  but  it  ap- 
peared to  him  there  was  this  to  be  said, 
and  it  had  not  really  been  dealt  with, 
that  there  was  a  great  disadvantage  in 
an  elected  authority  dealing  with  these 
pensions.  He  rather  agreed  that  they 
must  have  a  local  committee,  and  he 
trusted  the  Government  would  keep  an 
open  mind  if  they  could,  consistently 
with  their  natural  affection  for  the 
drafting  of  their  own  Bill,  as  to  whether 
the  local  committee  should  be  ejected 
or  appointed.  That  appeared  to  be  a 
matter  of  very  serious  concern,  because 
if  they  had  to  elect  them  they  would 
have  carried  out  all  over  the  country 
very  much  the  same  kind  of  scene  as 
had  prevailed  according  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  House  during 
the  last  two  davs. 

Mr.  HILLS  :  I  think  the  sense* of  the 
House  is  against  me,  therefore  I  will 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved  to  insert  after 
"  and  "  in  line  16  "  except  where  such 
claim  or  question  has  been  originated 
by  the  pension  officer."  It  was  a  pure 
machinery  point.  The  provision  of 
the  clause  was  that  any  such  claim 
or  question  should  stand  referred  to  the 
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Iwal  peiiHion  romxnittee,  which  should 
before  considering  the  claim  or  question 
refer  it  for  report  and  inquiry  to  the 
penwion  officer.  That  might  be  fair 
enough  when  it  was  started,  but  when 
it  was  a  question  not  of  a  claim  for  a 
new  pension  but  of  whether  a  man 
was  entitled  to  continue  to  receive 
his  pension,  who  was  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion ?  Clearly  not  the  applicant  himself. 
It  must  be  the  pension  officer.  There  was 
nobody  else.  It  was  surely  rather  ridi- 
culous that,  if  he  told  the  committee 
that  a  pensioner  was  no  longer  entitled 
to  his  pension,  the  matter  should  be 
again  referred  to  him  for  further  report 
and  inquiry,  as  the  Bill  provided. 

Amencimcnt  proposed — 

"  In  yw^ci  4,  line  16,  after  the  word  *  and,* 
to  insort  tho  words  *  except  where  such  claim 
or  (luoHfion  has  been  originated  by  the  pension 
officer.'  "—{Lord  R.  CecU.) 


Pemsiamg  BOL  SK 

AmMHlmfB 


Government  accepted  this 
he  hoped  thev  would  accept  anoda 
Amendment  which  wi  old  compel  tk 
pension  officer  to  make  his  npoxt  vidn 
fourteen  days,  and  the  committee  to  pic 
their  decision  within  fooztccn  days  afis 
receiving  the  report  from  the  poMi 
officer.  This  would  give  practiculy  cm 
month  for  decisioiiy  which  he  oonndaBd 
ampla  When  pcwple  reached  sercBij 
years  of  age  it  was  essential  there  ihooU 
be  no  unreasonable  delav  in  deafiog 
whether  they  were  entitlea  to  a 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  17,  after  the  word '  qwgtia.' 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  within  three  dsji  §1 
its  receipt.*  "—{Sir  Maurice  Xevy.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  worii 


Question  proposed, 
be  thero  inserted." 


Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  did  not 
like  the  words  suggested,  and  he 
would  suggest  other  words  to  meet  the 
<'ase  on  the  Report  stage.  He  thought 
the  point  might  be  met  by  the  words 
"  except  in  cases  where  the  pension 
officer  has  already  reported  thereon." 


Mr.  LL0YD-6EOR6E  said  he  oote 
>  sympathised  with   the   object  his  ba. 
That  those  words  !  friend  had  in  view,    and   it  was  t«t 
desirable  that  all  the  claims  shonU  be 
'  dealt    with    as    soon    as    poauble.  Hi 
could  not,  however,  accept  the  Amad- 
ment  as  it  was  desirable  that  a  certaii 
amount      of       elasticity      shoold     k 
retained. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdzawn. 


*Mr.  SME axon  moved  an  Amendmot 
Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  '  providing  that  there  might  be  assocsistel 
pointed  out  that  a  claim  might  originate  '  with  the  pension  officer  for  the  paipoMfli 
with  tho  pension  officer,  or  come  the  inquiry  "  such  other  person  as  Ae 
through  his  hantls.  If  an  applicant  committee  may  appoint."  His  object  vii 
was  an  ignorant  man  who  did  not  know  pot  only  to  strengthen  the  machineiyiai 
how  to  draw  up  or  present  his  claim,  \  inquiry,  but  also  to  provide  an  adeqnite 
naturally   he   would  go  to  the  pension    check  upon  the  pennon  offioerwho  hadto 


officer  who  would  fill  up  his  form  and 
scud  in  his  claim. 

Mr.  1U)WLES  thanked  the  Attomey- 
(icuoral  for  having  mot  this  point,  be- 
cause it  was  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
.\s  thoy  wore  all  agreed  surely  the  most 
couvtMiieut  course  would  be  to  insert 
the  words  now. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

•Sir    MAURICE    LEVY   moved  an 

Amendment   to   insert   after   the   word 

'•question"    the    words    "and    within 

days    of    its    receipt."    If    the 

(      I. 


conduct  these  inquiries.  There  mn 
matters  he  would  have  to  inquire  isfei 
which  might  offer  temptations,  and  far 
the  protection  of  this  officer,  the  public; 
and  the  Exchequer,  there  ought  to  bi 
some  check  kept  upon  the  inquiries  of 
the  E  xcise  officer.  It  must  be  rememboed 
that  the  Excise  officers  were  by  no  mtttr 
highly  paid ;  and  the  Chanccdl<»'  of  Ai 
Exchequer  the  other  day,  in 
connexion,  had  warned  the  House 
these  officers  were  to  exercise  an  < 
patronage  amounting  to  X7,OOQtO00 
annuall  V.  Was  it  not  right  to  have  i 
kind  ol  check  upon  tlie' 
they  would  be  private— inqoniea  i 
their  decisions — ^forthej 
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the  deciding  authorities  1  And,  eeeing 
how  intricate  were  the  subjects  into  which 
he  had  to  inquire,  was  it  not  advisable  to 

S*ve  him  the  assistance  of  an  assessor  ? 
e  thought  it  was  a  very  serious  matter  to 
place  the  Excise  officer  in  full  charge  of  the 
anquiry,  and  make  him  the  real  responsible 
«athority.  They  might  appoint  an  assessor 
who  would  exercise  a  check  upon  this 
officer's  operations.  In  the  debate  upon 
■subiection  (c)  of  Clause  4  he  had  ventured 
te  make  some  remarks  which  were  some- 
what pooh-poohed  by  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman.  He  had  pointed  out  that  a 
pensioner  might  even  own  a  house,  a  horse, 
or  a  donkey.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
Baid  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case, 
And  the  only  men  he  had  to  deal  with  were 
stocking-holders  whose  resources  they 
had  to  fathom  before  granting  the  pen- 
sion. It  was  these  aged  folk  who  had, 
the  Chancellor  said,  hidden  away  a 
stocking  full  of  pence  or  silver — it  was 
these  poor  old  folk  who  disturbed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  sleep !  These 
were  his  nightmare !  Well,  if  there 
were  any  stocking-holders  they  ought 
to  do  their  best  to  find  them  out. 
The  old  man  might  meet  the  pension 
officer  at  the  front  door,  whilst 
the  wife  was  taking  out  the  stocking  at 
the  back  door.  In  view  of  the  great  j 
responsibilities  placed  upon  the  pension  i 
officer  the  temptation  he  was  exposed  to  i 
was  enormous  and  his  duties  complicated  I 
and  difficult.  For  those  reasons  he  I 
thought  this  Amendment  deserved  the  | 
serious  consideration  of  the  right  hon.  { 
Gentleman.     He  begged  to  move.  | 

Amendment  proposed —  ' 

"  In  pace  4,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  officer,'  ' 
-to  insert  the  words  *  with  whom  may  be  associ-  ! 
ated  for  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry  such  other  , 
person  as  the  committee  may  appoint.'  " —  , 
i^Mr.  Smeaion.)  , 


Question  proposed, 
he  there  inserted." 


That  those  words 


Sir  E.  CARSON  asked  if  the  hon.  \ 
Member  proposed  that  all  those  people  | 
should  make  reports. 

♦Mr.  SMEATON  :    No,    they    should  I 
Assist  the   pension  officer.,   and   act   as 
assistants  to  him. 

Sir  E.  CARSON :    Suppose  they  did 
not  agree  with  the  pension  officer  ? 


♦Mr.  SMEATON  said  in  that  case  they 
might  report  their  opinion  or  their  view 
of  the  facts  to  the  pension  committee. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  thought  the 
cross-examination  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  the  best  answer,  to  the 
Amendment  which  contained  an  im- 
possible proposition.  How  could  they 
send  an  Excise  officer  to  see  if  there 
was  any  stocking  ?  He  agreed  with 
what  was  said  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
as  to  the  necessity  for  an  Amendment  of 
the  Bill  with  reference  to  the  pension 
officer,  but  he  could  not  assent  to  the 
proposal  in  the  Amendment  that  that 
officer  should  have  certain  men  around 
him  watching  to  see  whether  he  was  doing 
right  or  wrong. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  denounced  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  for  having  wholly  mis- 
understood the  Bill,  and  for  suggesting 
that  the  pension  officer  was  really 
supreme.  Now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
admitted  that  the  BUI  was  defective  in 
drafting,  and  he  was  going  to  introduce  an 
Amendment  which  would  meet  the 
criticism  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :    To  meet  the 
views  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  St. 
I  George's,  Hanover  Square. 

!  Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  preferred  to  give 
the  credit  to  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  he 
might  do  so.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
inquiries  would  be  very  difficult  to  carry 
out.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  said  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty 
in  finding  out  the  age  of  an  applicant. 
That  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing 
indeed.  The  right  hon.  Gendeman 
assumed  that  the  applicants  would 
necessarily  be  resident  in  country  villages, 
and  that  everybody  would  know  every- 
thing about  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
a  vast  number  would  be  people  living  in 
towns,  of  whom  even  their  next  door 
neighbours  had  little  or  no  personal 
knowledge.  The  pension  officer  would 
have  to  find  out  who  the  applicant  was, 
where  he  was  born,  and  he  would  have 
to  get  some  information  as  to  his  early 
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history.  He  thought  that  they,  should 
give  the  pension  authority  power  to 
appoint  men,  not  to  check  the  Excise 
offi(»er,  but  in  order  to  obtain  additional 
infonnation  which  the  Excise  officer 
might  not  be  able  to  obtain.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to 
think  that  the  Excise  officer  would  be 
at  the  order  of  the  local  committee. 
That  was  not  so.  The  Excise  officer 
would  not  be  bound  to  comply  with  a 
single  direction  of  the  local  committee  : 
he  was  not  appointed  or  paid  by  them. 
The  essential  feature  of  this  machinery 
was  that  the  Exciseman  should  be  an 
independent  authority  with  no  con- 
nection with  the  local  committee  at 
all.  If  the  local  committee  desired 
further  inquiries  to  be  made  and  the 
pension  officer  did  not  make  them,  the 
committee  would  have  no  means  of 
getting  it  unless  the  Bill  was  amended. 
The  committee  could  not  spend  a  half- 
penny unless  they  were  authorised  by 
the  statute  to  spend  it.  Under  the  Bill 
they  had  no  power  to  obtain  information 
of  any  sort  except  what  they  obtained 
from  the  pension  officer.  If  the  com- 
mittee were  to  be  given  effective  power 
to  check  the  information  they  got  from 
the  peiwion  officer,  then  power  must  be 
given  to  them  in  the  statute  to  make 
inquiries,  and,  if  necessary,  to  appoint 
•an  officer  to  make  the  inquiries.  He 
would  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  said  the  Amendment  would 
destroy  the  whole  intention  and  character 
of  the  pension  officer.  If  they  gave  the 
local  committee  power  to  appoint  an 
officer  independent  of  the  pension  officer 
they  would  cut  away  the  whole  principle 
involved  in  the  matter.  He  thought 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
made  a  most  effective  reply  in  opposing 
the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  it  seemed  to  hnn 
that,  unless  this  Amendment  or  some 
Amendment  having  the  same  effect,  was 
incorporated  in  the  clause,  the  pension 
officer  would  be  destroyed  physically. 
He  would  be  hoiK^lessly  overcome  by 
the  enormous  work  which  would  be  piled 
upon  him.  What  provision  was  there 
in  the  clause  for  giving  the  pension  officer 
assist iiuce     in     making     the     inquiries  ? 

Lord  R.  Cecil 


There  might  be  thousands  of  a^^licanU 
in  the  area  served  by  one  Excise  officn 
or,  at  any  rate,  by  not  very  many  officm 
The  labour  of  inquiring  into  the  Hrei  ol 
all  these  people  would  be  enonnow 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  That  is  provided  ki 
in  Clause  8.]  Subsection  4  of  Clin 
8  said — 

"  Pension  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  tk 
Treasury,  and  the  Treasury  may  appoint  lae 
number  of  those  officers  as  they  think  fit,  to  a 
for  Huch  areas  as  they  direct.** 

That  did  not  meet  bis  point.  The  pnn 
was  that  the  pension  officer  was  carefuS 
prevented  from  being  assisted,  and  i 
appeared  to  him  that  duties  would  be  pc 
upon  the  officer  which  he  could  u 
possibly  be  expected  to  perform,  and 
they  were  not  performed  enormous  e: 
pense  would  result. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Lei 
Burghs)  said  it  was  obvious  that  t 
duties  to  be  performed  in  conmecti 
with  the  inquiries  must  rest  upon  1 
pension  officer,  and  it  would  natun 
be  absurd  to  divide  his  responsifaili 
Repeated  reference  had  been  made 
the  course  of  the  debate  to  the  peiui 
committee.  He  had  some  expeiiei 
of  local  authorities,  and  he  was  inclb 
to  think  that  they  would  go  far  wzon] 
they  relied  on  the  efficiency  of  the  k 
committee.  Everything  would  dep 
on  the  officer. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  hoped 
hon.  friend  would  withdraw  the  Ams 
nient.  If  the  intention  was  to  g 
the  pension  officer  assistance  that  i 
already  provided  for.     The  powisr  e 

1  ferred    by    subsection    (4)    of  Ofti 
would  enable  the  Treasury   to  ap 

I  such  number  of  pension  officers  ai 
thought     fit.    There     was     no     sp 
number  stated  in  the   Bill^   and 
if  an  Exciseman  had  too  largte  a 
pro\'ision  could  be   made    to   metl 
requirements  of  the  case.     He 
the  Treasury  might  be  Imated  to  p 
sufficient  men. 

*Mr.SMEATON  said  \w  wnf  90! 
intention  of  tin:  ^"^-^ndnjenl  hsd  U 
completely  n  g^d.     Tlit  j 

of    responsib  ^Br**^ 

indeed,  but 
bility  wonl 
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two  or  three  Excise  officers  in  charge  of  a 
district  in  precisely  the  same  way  a3 
if  they  were  to  associate  with  each  officer 
such  other  person  as  the  committee 
might  appoint.  He  regretted  that  the 
Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  airy 
way  he  had  got  into,  had  spoken  as  if  th^ 
Amendment  was  brought  forward  for 
obstructive  purposes.  He  repudiated 
that  entirely.  If  this  was  the  way  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to  treat 
private  Members  who  were  at  last  trying 
their  humble  best  to  improve  the  Bill,  he 
would  be  discouraging  instead  of  en- 
couraging private  Members  to  help  him ; 
and  the  day  might  come  when  he  might 
ri^pret  it.  He  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  moved  to  insert 
in  subsection  (b)  words  enabling  the  local 
pension  committee  to  obtain  information 
not  only  from  the  pension  officer  but 
**  from  anv  other  source." 

Amendment   proposed — 

^  **  In  page  4,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  informa- 
tion,* to  insert  the  words  *  from  any  other 
•aurce.' "— <  J/r.    JUoyd-Oeorge,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.     LYTTELTON      thought     those 

words     carried    out     quite     sufficiently 

the  object  he  had  in  view,  viz.,  that  the 

:    pension  committee  should  have  power  to 

'   make  inquiries  in  dependently of  thepension 

officer,  if  they  thought  it  necessary. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  the  Amendment  authorised 
the  local  committee  to  obtain  information 
from  some  other  source  if  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  that  given  by  the  pension 
officer.  But  could  they  appoint  an 
official  through  whom  that  information 
could  be  obtained  ?  An  immense  amount 
of  inquiry  would  have  to  be  made  which 
would  not  be  of  a  local  character.  The 
pension  committee  would  be  obliged 
to  get  particulars  of  a  man's  past  history 
away  from  the  parish  where  he  now 
resided.  He  saw  the  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  present.  That  right  hon. 
and   learned   (Gentleman  would  correct 


him  if  he  was  wrong,  but  he  was  certain 
that  seventy  years  ago  there  was  no 
organised  system  of  registration  of  births 
in  Ireland ;  and  it  would  be  practically 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  date  of 
birth  of  many  persons  in  Ireland  of  the 
artisan  class.  Sources  of  information 
of  that  character  other  than  the  pen- 
sion officer  would  have  to  be  available 
to  the  pensions  committee.  He  thought 
it  would  have  been  simpler  and  wiser  to 
have  authorised,  by  the  Amendment, 
the  pension  committee  to  obtain  regular 
assistance  for  the  purpose  of  making 
those  outside  inquiries.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Burnley  rather  misapprehended 
the  difficulty  of  securing  a  sufficient 
number  of  pension  officers  when  he  said 
that  if  more  were  required  they  would 
be  appointed.  That  did  not  follow  at 
aU. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :    Why  not  ? 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  that  for 
years  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  been  pressing  upon  the  Treasury 
the  desirability  of  appointing  a  certain 
particular  class  of  officials  to  carry  out 
a  certain  statutory  obligation,  and  the 
Treasury  had  refused  to  appoint  them. 
Again,  at  present  the  Home  Office  had  an 
application  for  a  certain  number  of 
officials  to  carry  on  work  connected 
wish  that  Department,  but  the  Treasury 
refused.  He  could  quite  readily  see 
that  the  Treasury  might  say  to  the 
local  pension  committee  that  official 
assistance  to  carry  out  their  inquiries 
would  cost  too  much  money  and  the 
local  pension  committee  would  find 
themselves  thrown  overboard. 

Mr.  MADDISON  said  that  in  these 
cases  surely  it  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  Treasury  to  appoint  the  officials. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  that  the 
answer  might  be  "  the  more  Excise 
officers  the  more  expense."  However^ 
if  information  was  to  be  obtained  from 
other  sources  than  the  pension  officer, 
then  somebody  ought  to  be  appointed  to 
make  the  investigations  which  would  not 
be  local.  An  applicant's  history  was  to 
be  traced  back  to  the  time  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age  and  inquiries  made  as  to 
whether  he  had  worked  according  to  his 
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capacity  and  need,  and  he  might  have 
worked  in  many  difierent  parishes 
throughout  the  country. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  would  like  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  say 
whether  in  his  judgment  the  words 
would  authorise  the  appointment  of 
someone  on  behalf  of  the  pension  com- 
mittee to  make  the  further  inquiries  if 
they  thought  it  necessary.  The  Excise 
officer  might  come  to  the  pension  com- 
mittee and  say  :  "  I  have  done  my  best 
to  make  inquiries,  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  out  this  man's  past  history, 
or  to  trace  his  character.  I  have  lost 
trace  of  him  in  some  particular  places,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  a  little  more  about 
him  before  I  definitely  decide  on  my 
report.  I  should  like  to  know  something 
more  locally  as  to  whether  he  has  funds 
or  property."  Or  the  Excise  officer 
might  bo  bad  or  incompetent,  and  the 
local  pension  committee  would  have  no 
power  to  appoint  another.  He,  there- 
fore, wanted  to  know  whether  the  local 
pension  committee  could  not  put  anybody 
to  make  inquiries  unless  they  were 
expressly  authorised  to  pay  for  them. 
He  knew  that  there  was  a  subsection  of 
Clause  10  which  gave  power  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  carrying  out  the  Act,  but  it 
was  essential  to  know  whether  that  gave 
power  to  the  local  pension  committee  to 
do  a  particular  thing  not  mentioned  in 
the  Bill 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that,  of 
course,  the  Treasur}''  would  not  give 
sanction  to  the  appointment  of  any 
number  of  officers,  but  only  such  officers 
as  were  necessary  to  discharge  the 
functions  which  came  under  the  purview 
of  the  section.  He  could  not  see  why 
there  should  not  be  the  appointment  of 
the  officers  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord. 
He  thought  it  was  quite  clear  that  the 
pension  committee  would  have  at  their 
disposal  sufficient  pension  officers  to 
make  further  inquiries.  That  was  the 
object  of  the  clause.  The  noble  Lord 
suggested  the  case  of  an  incompetent 
local  pension  officer.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  pension  committee  might  on 
occasion  require  an  assistant  and  in  that 
<*ase  the  Treasury  would  sanction  the 
expense 

Amendment  agreed  tc . 

L'rrd  Balcarres. 


Mr.  BOWLES  moved   to  iiiBeit  tte 
words  '*  providing    that   the  Gommittie 
should  hear  the  claimant  if  zequestii 
to  do  so  by  him   or  thought  desinUe 
by  the  Committee."     The  Amendmni 
seemed  to  him  to  be  very  reasoiubk, 
indeed   absolutely  essentia  imless  tk 
whole  administration  of  the  Billaftoit 
became  an  Act  was  to  be  handed  otr 
to    the    pension    officer.     As    the  KlI 
stood  at  present,    the   only  person  to 
whom  the  applicant   could  apply,  tlie 
only  person  he  was  to  see  throni^iort 
the  proceedings  and  to  whom  he  coild 
tell  his  own  story,  was  the  Exciseman. 
He  could  make  no  appeal  to  the  pemki 
committee  or  to  the    President  of  tk 
Local  Government  Board  or  even  to  Ik 
world  outside.     One   did    not  want  to 
suggest  anything  of  the  Idad^  but  eiAer 
through  incompetency,  lack  of  judgment, 
or   for  a  thousand   other   reasooB,  Ae 
pension  officer  might  be   unmoved  bv 
the   statement   of   the   applicant.   Ik 
man  would  be  absolutely  at  the  matt 
of  the  Exciseman,  and  there  was  notking 
in  the  Bill  to  ensure  that  the  man  vooU 
have  a  fair  he  ring.     That  might  rerah, 
and    probably    would,    in    considenbk 
injustice  being  done  to   the  applicant. 
Further,  it  involved    putting  the  pen- 
sion committee   in   a  position  entodr 
false     and    almost      impossible.     Ike 
pension     committee     would     rely   in 
fact    on    the    reports   of    the    pensioi 
officer.    The  whole    point     about   te 
pension  committee  was  that  it  wis  a    | 
local  committee.    It  would  very  liWy 
have  a  member  or  two   upon  it  vk 
would  know  all  the  circumstances.    Bit 
the  whole  of  that  advantage  would  bedei- 
troyed  if  the  man  was  not  to  be  allowed  to 
appear  before  them,  and  they  were  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  paper  repocti 
drawn  up  by  the  pension  officers.   It 
would  make  an  enormous  difference  in 
the  case  of  an  honest  bona  fide  applicant 
against  whom  the  pension  officer  oi  one 
of  the  county  council  committee  had  a 
grudge.    It    would    be    of    tremendotf 
importance  to  him  to  be  able  to  say: 
''  If  you  doubt  what  I  say  I  shall  claim 
to  appear  before  the  pension  committee, 
and  make  my  case  good  so  far  as  I  can." 
It  would  have  a  great  effect  on  the 
committee,  and  certainly  obviate  oaaea 
of  real  injustice.    He  did  hot  much  lib 
the  Bill,  but  if   pensions    were    to  be 
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^ven  it  was  essential,  if  they  were  to  be 
given  as  a  matter  of  right,  that  the  man 
diould  not  have  that  right  controlled  by 
a  third  person,  and  be  prevented  from 
ocuning  before  the  pension  committee 
and  making  his  case  good.  The  point  was 
clear  and  appeared  to  be  important,  and 
he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  see  his  way  to  concede  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  4,  line  24,  after  the  word  *  question,' 

to  insert  the  words  'and  after  hearinjg  the 

[      claimant,  if  reqaested  to  do  so  by  him  or 

thought  desirable  by  the  Committee.' " — {Mr. 

B&wies.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  agreed  that  the 
applicant  ought  to  have  the  right  to 
present  his  case  before  the  committee 
before  the  pension  was  refused,  but 
argued  that  it  was  obviously  unnecessary 
-for  him  to  come  before  the  committee 
if  his  pension  was  to  be  granted.  All 
these  questions  would  be  dealt  with  by 
regulations.  As  he  had  explained  earlier 
in  the  debate  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  by  regulations  not  only  to 
give  the  committee  power  to  send  for 
the  applicant,  but  also  to  give  the  ap- 
plicant power  to  go  before  the  committee, 
if  necessary,  to  establish  his  claim.  The 
whole  matter  required  great  considera- 
tion, but  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  matter 
which  should  appear  even  in  rough 
outline  in  the  Bill  itself.  He  hoped  the 
ton.  Gentleman  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment,  which  in  any  case  was 
much  too  wide.  In  nine  out  of  ten  cases 
these  claims  would  be  decided  without 
diflficulty  and  the  pension  would  be  given. 
He  thought  before  applicants  were 
aUowed  to  go  before  the  committee 
notice  should  be  given  to  them  that 
their  application  had  been  refused. 
The  applicant  should  then  be  allowed  to 
go  before  the  committee  in  support  of 
his  own  application. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  said  he 
agreed  with  a  good  deal  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said.  If  this 
point  could  be  dealt  with  by  regulations 
that  would  be  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
it.  What  he  felt,  however,  was  that  the 
clause  was  so  drawn  that  there  would  be 


no  power  to  deal  with  these  matters  by 
regulations.  Subsection  (a)  said  that 
the  committee,  before  considering  the 
claim,  should  refer  it  for  report  and 
inquiry  to  the  pension  ofl&cer,  and  sub- 
section (b)  said  that  the  local  pension 
committee  should,  on  the  receipt  of  that 
report,  consider  the  case  and  give  their 
decision.  He  did  not  think  they  had 
power  to  see  the  applicant. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  if 
the  hon.  Member  looked  a  little  further 
at  Clause  10  he  would  find  that  it 
said  that  the  Treasury  might  make 
regulations  for  prescribing  the  manner 
in  which  claims  to  pensions  might  be 
made,  and  the  procedure  to  be  followed 
on  the  consideration  and  determination 
of  claims  and  questions  by  pension 
officers,  local  pension  committee,  or 
central  pension  authority. 

The  HON.  MEMBER  said  he 
could  not  quite  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  because  Section  7 
had  already  laid  down  the  procedure 
and  could  not  be  altered  by  regulation. 
This  body  was  set  up  as  a  kind  of  judicial 
body,  and  was  bound  to  proceed  according 
to  its  constitution.  Regulations  could 
not  be  made  to  nullify  the  procedure 
specifically  stated  in  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
Everybody  agreed  as  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Amendment.  He  only  desired 
to  put  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  difficulties. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  if  there 
was  any  doubt  at  all  about  it  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  made  perfectly  clear  what 
the  intention  of  Parliament  was.  In  any 
case  he  thought  these  words  would  not 
meet  the  difficulty,  and  if  the  Amendment 
was  withdrawn  at  this  stage  a  form  of 
words  might  be  considered  before  the 
Report  Stage. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  only  read  the  wording  of 
the  clause  he  would  at  once  see  the 
difficulty  that  was  felt  by  the  Committee. 
Subsection  (6)  was  imperative.  It  said 
the  pension  committee  "  shall,"  on 
receipt  of  the  report  of  the  pension 
officer,  and  so  on,  consider  the  application 
and  give  their  decision.  He  quite  agreed 
that  the  proper  way  to  deal  with  this 


.847 


Old-Age 


{COMMONS} 


Pemtions  BiU. 


^ 


matter  was  by  regulations,  but  he  con- 
tended that  the  foundation  for  those 
regulations  must  be  laid  in  this  clause. 
Some  words  were  really  essential  if 
they  were  to  have  the  power  taken  in 
Clause  10. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  quite  agreed 
that  the  matter  was  one  for  consideration. 
He  thought  it  was  entirely  a  matter  of 
drafting,  but  if  words  were  necessary 
to  make  absolutely  clear  the  fact  that 
regulations  could  he  brought  in  to  deal 
with  this  point  he  would  be  happy  to 
insert  some  words. 

Mr.  McARTHUR  (Liverpool,  Kirk- 
dale)  contended  that  the  whole  point 
was  that,  inasmuch  as  the  applicant 
himself  was  the  source  of  all  in- 
formation, the  pensions  committee  had 
a  perfect  right  to  demand  his  attendance 
and  hear  all  he  had  to  say  ;  but  he 
thought  some  words  were  necessary  to 
enable  the  applicant  to  assert  his  right  to 
go  before  the  committee  and  state  his 
case  before  his  claim  was  finally  rejected. 

Mr  BOWLES  said  that  after  the 
remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  he  had  no  desire  to  put  the 
Committee  to  the  trouble  of  a  division. 
He,  therefore,  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


to  give  the  pension  committee,  if  tbfr 
should  be  in  any  doubt  as  to  the  metnii^ 
of  the  Act — a  not  improbable  contingencT 
— ^the  right  to  obtain  the  guidance  of  tk 
High  Court,  and  ask  their  opinion  npn 
any  question  as  to  the  constmctioii  of 
the  Act.  If  it  was  thought  more  desinlik 
to  substitute  the  County  Court  br 
the  High  Court,  he  saw  no  grei^t  objv- 
tion  to  that ;  but  his  experience  vit 
that  proceedings  in  the  High  Ooint 
were  not  really  more  expensive  than  in 
the  County  Court  in  this  kind  of  matta. 
It  was  merely  a  question  of  sttting 
a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  High  Goozt 
The  opinion  would  be  obtained,  and  the 
matter  would  be  disposed  of  in  tbt 
way.  The  procedure  had  been  adofital 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  and  hid 
been  found  to  work  satisfactorily.  H» 
could  see  no  objection  to  the  propoul, 
except  that  of  expense.  He  quite  agnei 
there  was  that  objection,  but  there  woe 
only  two  cases  to  which  the  AmendncDt 
applied.  First,  there  was  the  caae  flf 
refusal  of  a  pension  where  there  mi^be 
some  great  principle  involved  in  tk 
construction  of  the  Act ;  and  that 
would  rule  a  vast  nunaber  of  oAeii: 
secondly,  there  was  the  case  wIur 
the  local  pension  conunittee  was  g^ii- 
inely  in  doubt  what  was  the  law,  and  in 
which  any  legal  expenses  incurred  would 
be  borne  by  the  Treasury,  no  expendi- 
ture being  thrown  upon  the  applicant 
Personally,  he  would  not  support  a 
proposal  which  would  give  the  penm 
Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  House  would  i  officer  the  right  of  appeal  against  tk 


agree  that  the  Amendment  he  now 
proposed  to  move  was  of  importance,  but 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 


allowance  of  a  claim.  Surely,  however 
if  the  pension  committee  or  the  cental 
authority    felt    genuine    doubt    as  to 


accept  it  was  a  different  matter.  He  |  whether  they  had  not  gone  wron^  it 
had  slightly  modified  it  and  it  would  read  |  was  not  unreasonable  to  give  the  poiw 
as    follows  :     "  Provided    that    a    local  |  of  going  to  the  High  Court  to  ascertaia 


ponsion    committee    may,    and    if    the    what  was  the  real  meaning  of  the  statnta 
coniniittee    refuse    a    pension    shall,    if    At   present   it   appeared    to   him  that 


required,  state  a  rase  on  any  question 
iuising  as  to  the  claim  to  a  pension 
for  the  opinion  of  the  High  Court,  and 
the  High  Court  shall  accordingly  give  its 
opinion  thereon,  and  t\ut  local  pension 
committee  or  central  pension  authority, 
as  the  case  may  be,  shall  determine 
such  question  in  accordance  with  such 
opinion."  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  to  give  an  applicant  the  right  to 
have  any  question  of  law  raised  by  his 
claim  determined  by  a  Court  of  law,  and 
Lard  R.  Cecil. 


under  the  Bill,  as  it  was  drawn,  eveiy 
difficulty  would  be  put  in  the  way  of 
an  applicant  for  a  pension.  He  vai 
frankly  against  the  Bill,  and  he  disap- 
proved of  it ;  but  it  seemed  to  hik 
that  hon.  Members  should  not  pretend 
to  support  it  and  really  withdraw  it 
by  the  machinery  imported  into 
it.  He,  therefore,  wished  the  pen- 
sion to  be  a  genuine  one  and  that  it 
should  not  be  filched  away  faf  any 
chicanery    or   departmental    led   t^e. 
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Afc  present,  the  whole  thing  was  in  the 
liands  of  the  Department.     There   was 
BO  appeal  at  all  from  the  Department. 
The   pension   officer  was   an   officer   of 
the    Government,    and,    if   the   pension 
committee  disagreed  with  him  and  allowed 
ft  pension,  there  was  appeal  to  the  central 
•tithority,  which  was  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.     The  whole  thing,  there- 
fore,   was    absolutely    and    entirely    in 
the    hands    of   the    Local    Grovemment 
Board.     He    did   not   think   that   that 
was  a  satisfactory  system;  there  ought 
to   be    some    control    over    the   Local 
Oovemment    Board.      He    very    much 
disapproved    of     excessive     centralisa- 
tion.    It  was  one  of  the  besetting  sins 
of   modem    legislation,    and   the   result 
-was  that,  partly  by  perversity  and  partly 
hy    folly,   the    Departments    destroyed 
what  was  really  intended  to   be   done 
hy  the  statute,  and  destroyed  it  privately 
and  secretly.     It  was  not  like  a  Court 
which    went    wrong,    and    where    the 
matter  could  be  put  right  by  a  small 
amending  Act.     If  a  Department  went 
wrong,  they  were  faced  with  two  diffi- 
culties.    First,   they   did   not   generally 
know  what  the  Department  had  done, 
and  in  the  second  place  the  very  person 
they  wished  to   set   right   was  on  the 
Treasury   bench  with  all  the  apparatus 
of   the   Whips   and   with   sheep   behind 
him  to  destroy  any  attempt  to  over-rule 
his    decision.     They,    therefore,    placed 
themselves     absolutely    in    the    hands 
of  the  politician  who  happened  to  be 
the  head  of  the  Department.     He  knew 
it    was   very   difficult   to   convince   the 
Crovemment,  but  he  asked  the  Committee 
seriously  to  consider  whether  this  Amend- 
ment should  not  be  adopted.     He  did 
not    want   to    embitter   the   discussion, 
but    he    would    ask     hon.     Gentlemen 
opposite    to    imagine    the    time    when 
they    would    be    in    Opposition    and   a 
wicked    and     perverse     Tory     Grovem- 
ment   in    power    who    would    do    their 
best,    as   hon.    Gentlemen   believed,    to 
destroy    this    beneficial    Act ;    and    to 
conceive  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the   City   of   London   holding   high 
office    in    that    Tory    Government    and 
having  to  administer  this  Act  ?     Would 
it  not  be  a  comfort  to  them  to    know 
then  they  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
taking  the  nMitter  to  the  High  Court 
as  to  whether  his  decision  on  the  meaning 


of  the  Act  was  right  or  wrong  1  He, 
therefore,  asked  the  Committee  to  con- 
sider very  carefully  and  impartially 
the  desirability  of  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  page  4,  line  25,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  'provided  that  a  local  pension  com- 
mittee may,  and,  if  the  committee  refuse  a 
pension,  they  shall,  if  re()aired,  state  a  case  on 
any  question  of  law  arising  as  to  the  claim  to 
a  pension  for  the  opiiiion  of  the  high  coart, 
and  the  high  court  shall  accordingly  give  it& 
opinion  thereon,  and  the  local  pension 
committee  or  central  pension  authority,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  determine  such  question 
in  accordance  with  such  opinion.* " — {Lord  R. 
Cecil,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  was  not  in  agreement  with  his  noble 
friend.  He  agreed  with  him  as  to  the 
danger  which  he  had  pointed  out  existed 
in  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  but  he  had  not  been 
able  to  convince  himself,  nor  had  his 
noble  friend's  speech  convinced  him,  that 
the  course  proposed  by  him  was  the  best 
way  of  meeting  the  difficulty.  Under 
the  Bill  as  it  stood,  in  the  event  of  dis- 
agreeement  between  the  pension  officer 
and  the  pension  committee,  there  was  an 
appeal  to  the  central  authority,  which 
was  the  Local  Government  Board.  He 
viewed  with  great  jealousy,  and  he 
thought  he  might  say  with  great  anxiety, 
the  attribution  to  the  Local  Gk)vem- 
ment  Board  of  such  vast  powers  as  were 
involved  in  these  provisions.  His  vote 
would  be  influenced  by  what  the  Govern- 
ment intended  under  the  name  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  he  would 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
tell  them  how  the  Gk)vernment  intended 
that  the  Local  Gk)vernment  Board  should 
carry  out  its  functions  in  this  matter. 
If  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  a  political  officer,  was  to  decide 
on  the  merits  of  individual  cases,  then  he 
thought  there  was  an  overwhelming  case 
for  some  appeal  to  a  Court  of  law.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  with 
him  a  little  time  ago  when  he  suggested 
that  anything  which  raised  the  suspicion 
of  political  bias  on  the  part  of  the  local 
pension  officer  would  be  most  detrimental 
to  the  working  of  the  Bill,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  so  if  anything  raised  the 
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suspicion  of  political  bias  on  the  part  of 
the  central  authority  to  whom  the  appeal 
must  go.  If  the  Government  would  make 
it  clear  that  it  was  the  intention  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  appoint 
an  independent  officer  to  judge  these 
questions  independently  and  in  a  judicial 
way,  though  not  being  actually  a  judicial 
officer,  then  he  did  not  think  they  need 
have  this  appeal  to  the  Court.  Did  the 
Gk)vemment  intend  to  act  in  that  way  ? 
He  would  give  an  illustration.  The 
Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies,  he  imag- 
ined, was  appointed  and  could  be  removed 
from  office  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  Very  serious  duties  had  been 
imposed  upon  him :  for  instance,  that  of 
certifying  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  in  regard  to  schemes  of 
contracting  out.  He  was  an  official  of 
the  Government,  but  in  deciding  all  such 
cases  he  acted  in  a  judicial  capacity,  and 
it  would  be  an  improper  and  practically, 
he  might  say,  an  impossible  thing  for  any 
Member  of  the  Gk)vernment  of  the  day  to 
issue  to  him  instructions  as  to  how  he 
should  decide  in  any  particular  case. 
There  must  be  power  to  issue  such  general 
instructions  as  were  contemplated  in 
Clause  10  which  would  be  binding  to  a 
certain  extent  upon  an  officer  in  an 
independent  position  such  as  he  had 
described.  He  would  view  with  the 
gravest  mistrust  and  alarm  the  power  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  or  the  practice  of  the 
President  to  interfere  in  particular  cases. 
It  ought  not  to  be  left  to  a  political  officer. 
It  might  be  left  to  an  officer  appointed 
by  him,  but  that  officer  ought  to  be 
recognised  as  holding  a  judicial  position, 
judging  on  his  own  authority,  and  not 
directed  to  find  this,  that,  or  the  other,  or 
to  have  his  decision  in  a  particular  case 
upset  by  the  Parliamentary  officer  for 
the  time  being.  The  way  in  which  the 
Government  answered  that  question 
would  afFoct  his  vote  on  this  Amendment. 

Mk.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  his  difficulty 
in  answering  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
very  pertinent  and  sensible  question, 
which  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
answering  to  his  satisfaction,  was  that 
it  hmIIv  arose  on  the  next  subsection 
and  the  very  next  Amendment.  He  was 
rath»T  afraid  from  his  experience  of  the 
noble  Lord's  methods  that  if  he  answered 
him  on  this  Amendment  it  would  enlarge 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 


the  whole  scope  of  the  discussion,  and  k 
did  not  want  to  do  that.  He  agreed 
absolutely  with  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuui 
that  this  officer  must  be  quite  inde- 
pendent. The  officers  now  appointed 
by  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  to 
inquire  into  local  loans  and  questions  d 
that  kind  were  absolutely  independent; 
there  never  was  the  slightest  suspicion 
that  they  were  influenced  by  politic&l 
considerations.  That  was  the  Idnd  of 
officer  they  proposed  to  appoint  hat. 

Mb.  AUBTEN  CHAMBEttLAIN  asked 
whether  the  officer's  decision  would  reqniie 
approval  in  particular  cases  bj  tke 
President. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  thougbt  ik 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  the 
very  last  to  say  that  the  PresidcDt 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  ahoold 
never  intervene^  He  was  very  anxiou 
that  the  Bill  should  be  drafted  in  a  wit 
which  would  make  litigation  impossible. 
There  was  a  Court  of  Appeal,  m. 
Parliament.  The  noble  Lord  had  tned 
to  rush  them  into  millions  of  expenditure 
and  had  succeeded  to  the  extent  of 
£200,000  or  £300,000  and  was  delisted 
with  it.  he  was  sure. 

LoBD  R.  CECIL  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  that  charge  semal 
times,  and  it  was  quite  inaccurate.  He 
had  made  no  speech  in  favour  of  inr 
of  the  extending  Amendments  except 
the  one  as  to  right,  nor  had  he  voted 
in  favour  of  any  of  them. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  to 
under  the  impression  that  the  noUe 
Lord  had  spoken  in  favour  of  almost 
every  extending  Amendment.  If  tke 
Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Treasury  interpreted  the  Act  in  a  nanow, 
near,  shabby,  restricted  sense,  there  vw 
always  Parliament,  and  it  was  far  tnl 
away  better  to  depend  on  Parliament  tbsa 
to  go  up  to  a  Divisional  Court  to  interpieC 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Nothing 
would  suit  the  Treasury  better  than  to 
be  able  to  say:  "We  are  very  sonr. 
We  cannot  grant  it.  The  Courts  i^ 
not  allow  us."  Whenever  there  wis 
any  difficulty  at  all  it  would  be  refemd 
to  the  Judges,  and  they  would  say  that  it 
did  not  come  within  the  four  cornen  of  a 
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Mrticular  section.  But  when  they  came 
x>  deal  with  Parliament,  they  had ' 
bo  deal  with  merits.  He  trusted  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  see  that  it  | 
Rras  very  much  better  that  they  should 
troflt  to  an  independent  officer  of  the 
Looal  Government  Board  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal  rather  than  go  to  a  Court  of  law. 


Mb.    BOWLES    said    the   answer   of 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman    was    alto- 
gether inadequate  to  the  Amendment.  His 
noble  friend  suggested  that  the  applicant 
•honld  be  able  to  require  the  committee 
xefusing  a  pension  to  state  a  case  for 
the  High  Court.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- ' 
num  said  that  that  was  quite  unnecessary ; 
it  would  be  settled  in  a  back  room  at 
Whitehall,  and  if  anybody  disliked  the 
settlement  there  woidd  be  no   need  to 
complain,  because  the  whole  thing  could 
be  re-tried  and  re-heard  right  through — 
where  ?     In  that  House.    No  injustice,  no 
doubt,  no  trouble,  no  inconvenience,  need 
be  feared  in  leaving  the  whole  deter- 
mination   of   the    question   to    officials 
in  back  rooms  in  the  Treasury  and  the 
Local  Government  Board,  because,  said 
the     right     hon.     Gentleman,      behind 
them  there  was  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  as  they 
all  did  that  the  decision  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  upon  these  matters, 
however  wrong  in  law,  could  not,  in  fact, 
be  effectively  questioned  in  that  House 
or  anywhere  else   than  in   open  Court, 
It  really  seemed  to  him  that  more  non- 
sense, if  one  might  say  so  in  a  Parlia- 
mentary  sense,    was   talked   about   the 
power  and  capabilities  of  the  House  in 
matters  of  this  kind  than  about  almost 
any  other  subject.     Everyone  knew  it 
was  perfectly  illusory  to  suggest  that 
where  a  poor  old  man  had  been  refused 
a  pension  upon  some  ground  of  law  which 
was  in  extreme  doubt,  it  could  be  dealt 
with  by  any  proceeding  possible  to  any 
Member  of  the  House.     The  truth  was, 
as  all  of  them  had  seen  and  many  of 
them  had  said,  that  the  increasing  tend- 
ency in  these  days  was  to  go  on  piling 
up   powers   in   the   back  rooms   of  the 
Department  in  Whitehall,  and  to  pretend 
to  the  people  and  to  the  House  that  it 
was  all  right,  because  the  House  existed 
to  carry  out  fimctions  which  it  could 
not  discharge.      It  had  been  said  that 


ilemocracy  was  merely  another  word 
for  bureaucracy,  and  they  were  seeing 
every  day  enormous  extensions  of  the 
pretensions  and  powers  of  the  bureaucrat. 
He  entirely  objected  to  that,  parti- 
cularly when,  as  in  this  case,  and  in 
almost  every  case,  that  extraordinary 
extension  of  bureaucratic  powers  was 
defended  as  being  really  quite  hannless. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  this 
Amendment  really  ought  to  be  added 
to  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  some 
friend  of  liberty  and  enemy  of  mere 
bureaucratic  government  in  matters  of 
this  kind,  untempered  in  any  way,  would 
rise  to  support  the  Amendment. 


Mb.  McARTHUR  said  that  thia 
was  a  matter  on  which  he  had 
felt  for  some  time  very  strongly, 
though  he  had  been  a  silent  listener 
to  the  proceedings  on  the  Bill.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  one  which  pre- 
eminently demanded  that  there  should  be 
arranged  some  way  of  invoking  the 
authority  of  a  Court  of  law  in  respect 
to  it.  He  had  never  witnessed  a  Bill 
which  had  been  so  hastily  drawn  and  so 
full  of  ambiguities.  There  was  not  a 
line,  hardly  a  word,  in  the  Bill  which  waa 
not  full  of  ambiguity.  Of  course  that 
remark  applied  to  some  clauses  more 
than  others.  Clause  3  was  full  of  am- 
biguity which  would  lead  to  diversity  of 
treatment  by  different  authorities.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  that  the 
Bill,  in  its  present  form,  would 
have  the  most  demoralising  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  It  was  eminently 
necessary  to  have  an  impartial  authority 
to  which  anyone  might  appeal  to  consider 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill  and  determine 
any  point  of  difficulty.  There  was  the 
central  authority  and  the  pension  com- 
mittee, and  neither  of  them  would  be 
able  to  take  a  legal  view  of  the  Bill.  It 
was  most  desirable  that  a  ruling  should 
be  obtained  on  any  doubtful  point. 


Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington)  asked 
if  the  Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer  was 
i  going  to  proceed  with  the  Amendment 
he  had  referred  to. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  could 
not  make  any  statement  then* 
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The  Committee  divided :— Ayes.  46; 
Noes,  267.    (Division  List  No.  155.) 


Anstruther-Gray,  Major 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Baldwin,  Stanley 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Baring, Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 

Beach,  Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 

BignoJd,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Oarlile,  E.  Hildred 

Cecil,  Lord.  R.  (Marylebone,  E. 

Oraig,Captain  James  (Down,£.) 

f -raik.  Sir  Henry 

Du  CroH,  Arthur  Philip 

Duncan,Robert(Lanark,Govan 

Fell,  Arthur 


AYES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(PMkham) 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hardy,  Laurence  (KentyAshford 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  J*itzalan(SheffieId) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Lock  wood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.-CoLA.R. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
MacCaw,  William  J.MacGeagh 
M'CalTnont,  ColonelJames 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C.  ' 

Morrison- Bell,  Captain  I 


PackcBy  Ebenezer 
BawlizuoiLyJohiLFredeEickpBei 
Renton,  Leslie 
Ronaldshay.  Earl  off 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Uverpasl 
Stanier,  BeviUe 
Stoyeley-Hill,  Henry  (SUTA. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thomson,  W.  Mitchell^IjMA 
Valentia  Viscount 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 

TXLLXBS   FOB  THE  AYU— Ir. 

M*  Arthur  and   Mr.  Bridge 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.)  , 

Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  R?<lmondJ.(Tyrone,N.   ' 

Beck.  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Benn.W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bethell,SirJ.H(Es3ex,Romrrd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon   , 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John  I 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brumier,J.F.L.(Lanc8.,  Leigh) 

Bryco,  J.  Annan 

Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

('ameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

<'awley.  Sir  Frederick 

< 'banning.  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Oheetham,  John  Frederick 

<'herry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clancv,  John  Josejih 

Clelaiid,  J.  W. 

< 'lough.  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 


NOES. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Corbett,C.H.(Sussex,E.Grinstd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cox,  Harold 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
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Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,Robert  John  (Norfolk,E.) 
Priestlev,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestlev,W.E.B.  (Bradford,E 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro* 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Redmond  William  (Clare) 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
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Robinson,  S. 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann, Sir  C.E. (Manchester) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
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Shackleton,  David  James 
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Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
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Smyth,Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S. 
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Soares,  Emaet  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staff8,N.W.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  £. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tillett,  Louis  John 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M.       .    j  .  . 
Toulmin,  George 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walton,  Joseph 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wa8on,John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worce8ter8h.N. 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S. 
Wilson,  W.T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Joseph  Pease  and  Master 
of  Elibank. 


[r.  DICKINSON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) 
k1  to  leave  out  subsection  (c) 
insert:  *' The  decision  of  the 
pension  committee  allowing  or 
ing  a  claim  for  pension  or  deter- 
iig  any  question  referred  to  them 
,  on  the  application  of  any  person 
eved  or  the  pension  officer  be  re- 
i  to  the  central  pension  authority, 
shall  be  considered  and  determined 
hem."  He  submitted  that  under 
Bill  as  drafted  both  the  pension 
r  and  the  committee  would  be 
;d  in  a  somewhat  novel  and  unsatis- 
ry  relationship  to  one  another.  The 
osal  in  the  Bill  was  not  expedient 
the  point  of  view  of  either  party, 
lid  not  think  it  was  right  to  make 
tatutory  enactment  the  position  of 
pension  officer  himself  so  absolutely 
)endent  of  the  committee,  and 
)Ii.CXCI,   [Fourth  Series.] 


further  he  thought  it  was  very  inadvisable 
I  to     deprive     the     committee     of     the 
j  responsibility    which    ought    to   be   on 
their    shoulders    rather    than  on  those 
I  of    a    Government     official.       If     they 
j  wished,    as   he    believed   they   did,    to 
I  obtain    the    services    of    good  and    re- 
sponsible men  on  the  pension  committees, 
he  felt  certain  that  Parliament  ought  not 
to  place  them  in  that  position.     There 
:  were   many  men   who  would  say  they 
'  would  not  serve  on  the  committee  under 
such    conditions.     He    proposed,    there- 
fore,    to      achieve     the     same     object 
as     the     Government      intended,     but 
by   different    means.     The    principle    of 
his  proposal  was  that  the  Excise  officer 
should  be  first,  the  committee  second, 
I  and  the  Local  Government  Board  third. 
The  aggrieved  person  could  then  appeal 
I  from  the  pensions  committee  to  the  Local 
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Government  Board.  The  procedure 
would  thus  be,  first,  a  report  would 
be  made  to  the  committee  by  the 
officer  ;  then  the  committee  would 
deal  with  the  officer's  report ;  then,  in 
case  of  a  dispute,  there  would  be  an 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
by  the  claimant  or  by  the  pensions 
officer  as  the  case  might  be. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  26,  to  leave  out  subsection 
(c),  and  to  insert  the  words  *  (c)  The  decision  of 
the  local  pension  committee  allowing  or  refusing 
a  claim  for  pension  or  determining  any  question 
referred  to  them  shall,  on  the  application  of 
any  person  aggrieved,  or  the  i)ension  officer,  be 
referred  to  the  central  pension  authority,  and 
shall  be  considered  and  determined  by  them.*  ** 
— (Mr.  Vickinaon.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  down  to  the  end 
of  line  26,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.   LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  in 
the    debate    which    took    place    at    the 
beginning  of  the  proceedings  that  after- 
noon hon.   Members    impressed  on    the 
Government   the   desirability   of   giving 
an  appeal  to   the  person  aggrieved   in 
addition  to  the  appeals  already  provided 
for  in  the  Bill.     A  good  deal  of  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government 
to  concede  that  appeal,  and  he  desired 
to  assent  to  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend.     There  was  a  good  deal     to  be 
said    for   it.     His  hon.    friend  had   put 
the  case  very  lucidly,   and  it  was  not 
necessary    for    him    to    say    anything 
further.     He    did    not    know    whether 
it  would  involve  much  more  expense,  but 
it   would  give  a  sense  of  confidence  to 
the  people  of  the  country.     Practically 
thore  would  be  three  different  authorities 
to  <leal  with  the  cases.     First  of  all,  there 
was   the   Excise   officer.      H   they   were 
entirely    dependent     upon    him,     there  j 
wouKl  always  be  the  fear  that  on  account  j 
of   personal    or    social   considerations   a  i 
case  niiiiht  not  be  properly  considered,  j 
Thon    there    was    the    local    committee,  . 
ami    in   their  case   there   would   be   the  : 
suspici<>n  that  political  prejudices  would  ■ 
atT«M't      their     judgment.       Under     the  ' 
Aniendnieut    of  his  hon.    friend   an  ag- 
grieviHJ  person  would  be  able  to  come  to 
\h:^    LiH'al    (Jovernment     Board,    which 
woulil     appoint     an    oHicer    who    knew 

Mr.  Dickinm^i. 


nothing  of  the  local  trouble  and  prejudices 
to  go  down  and  inquire.  That  officer 
would  sit  like  a  revising  barrister  and 
consider  the  appeals  that  came  up  for 
decision,  fie  thought  that  would  give 
a  greater  sense  of  security  and  confidence, 
and  what  was  more,  a  greater  seme 
of  independence.  The  local  workman, 
artisan,  or  labourer  would  feel  that  he  vu 
not  altogether  dependent  on  the  caprieef 
prejudice,  or  predilection  of  any  persoiu^ 
great  or  small,  in  his  district  when  It 
could  appeal  and  go  beyond  theuL 
Even  if  there  was  the  conspiracy  of  tke 
local  parson  and  squire  against  an. 
applicant,  as  his  hon.  friend  feared 
there  might  be  in  some  cases,  the  appli- 
cant  would  know  that  he  could  go 
beyond  them  and  have  his  case  con- 
sidered. 

Sir  E.  CARSON,  while  agreeing  vitk 
the  Government,  wished  to  make  sue 
that  the  expression  "  person  aggrieved " 
applied  to  the  claimant,  and  would 
not  give  an  aggrieved  taxpayer,  wko 
objected  to  pensions  as  likely  to  increase 
his  taxes,  the  right  of  appeal. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  that 
was  not  the  intention,  and  if  the  Committee 
would  accept  the  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment in  the  meantime,  he  would  under* 
take  that  on  report  any  alteration  which 
the  draughtsman  considered  necessary 
to  make  the  intention  clear  should  be 
made. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westr}')  said  he  could  not  understand 
why  the  words  "person  aggrieved** 
should  be  used  at  all.  Why  not  use  the 
word  "  claimant "  ?  It  would  be  better 
to  settle  this  matter  now  than  at  a 
future  time. 

Mr.  LL0TD-GE0R6E  said  that  a 
man  who  had  had  a  pension  might  have 
been  struck  ofi.  He  might  be  an  ag- 
grieved person,  and  the  right  of  appeal 
should  extend  to  cases  of  that  kind. 

eiR  F.  BANBURY  said  the  wozds 
"'  any  person  aggrieved  *'  must  include 
ever}'  person  who  had  a  grievance.  He 
hoped  one  of  the  law  officers  would  state 
whether  the  words  in  the  Amendment 
would  include  a  taxpayer  who  mif^t  be* 
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aggrieved.  A  taxpayer  might  claim  the 
right  to  go  before  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  say :  ''I  am  an  aggrieved 
person,  because  I  believe  this  pension 
lias  been  granted  in  error,  that  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  stated  by  the  applicant 
are  not  true,  and  that  he  has  not  ful- 
filled all  the  statutory  duties."  He  was 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment  as  ex- 
plained by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, but  he  thought  the  word 
**  claimant "  should  be  put  in  to  meet 
the  point  which  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich) 
said  that  the  Labour  Members  were 
obliged  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  accepting  this  Amendment. 
It  embodied  the  principle  of  an  Amend- 
ment which  stood  in  his  own  name.  It 
was  desirable  that  the  claimant  should 
have  an  appeal.  At  present  they  did 
not  know  whether  the  local  pension 
conmiittee  was  to  consist  of  elected 
people,  or  of  people  entirely  outside 
the  local  governing  bodies.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  in  these  cases  a  tax- 
payer who  desired  to  protect  the  public 
purse  would  have  the  right  of  appeal 
against  the  granting  of  a  particular 
pension. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  that 
was  not  intended,  and,  if  necessary',  words 
would  be  introduced  to  make  that  clear. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  asked 
whether  these  words  covered  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman's  intention  or  not. 

Mr.  ADKINS  (Lancashire,  Middleton) 
said  they  were  all  agreed  that  those 
interested  in  the  question  should  have 
a  right  of  appeal.  It  had  been  conceded 
that  the  pension  officer  and  the  pension 
committee  should  have  a  right  of  appeal  ; 
but  he  could  conceive  circumstances  in 
which  it  might  be  desirable  that  a 
member  of  the  pension  committee,  who 
felt  himself  aggrieved,  should  also  have 
a  right  of  appeal. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause, 
as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  say  anything  as  to  the  position 
in  which  the  clause  stood  now  in  relation 
to  the  Amendment,  for  he  was  not  quite 
clear  on  the  matter.  While  they,  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  fully  acknow- 
ledged that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  done  his  best  to  meet  some 
points,  they  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  left  the  clause  in  an 
extremely  unsatisfactory  position.  He 
believed  that  the  clause  was  left  in  an 
impossible  condition.  The  duties  and 
powers  thrown  on  the  pension  com- 
mittee were  still  undefined.  Generally 
he  thought  the  Committee  had  tried  to 
make  the  clause  workable.  He  spoke 
in  no  sense  as  a  Party  man,  but  as  one 
who  had  been  for  many  years  at  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  machinery  devised 
through  the  committee  and  pension 
officer  would  be  workable.  He  could 
not  understand  how  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  would  act  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal.  While  he  was  not  in  the  House 
he  was  told  that  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  had  said  that  these  appeals  would 
be  dealt  with  by  the  general  inspectors, 
and  that  they  would  decide  them  in  the 
same  way  in  whicli  they  decided  other 
cases.  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  tell  him  by  whom  these 
cases  would  be  dealt  with. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  what 
he  had  stated  was  that  machinery  would 
be  constructed  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  he 
had  served  at  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  eleven  years  and,  therefore,  he 
knew  the  work  probably  better  than 
anyone  now  in  the  House.  It  was  of 
no  use  talking  to  him  about  ^lachinery. 
Machinery  could  easily  be  provided  by 
the  permanent  officials  for  anything. 
What  he  wanted  to  know  was  who  were 
the  officials  in  the  Department  to  whom 
these  matters  were  to  be  referred  ?  The 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  said  the  work  was  to  be  done  by 
machinery    that    was    to    be    devised. 
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That  made  the  matter  all  the  more 
unsatisfactory.  The  Committee  ought 
to  know  what  was  the  method  by  which 
these  cases  were  to  be  decided  in  the 
future.  They  had,  first  of  all,  the  applica- 
tion to  the  pension  committee  ;  secondly, 
the  investigation  by  the  pension  officer ; 
and  thirdly,  if  there  was  disagreement, 
there  was  to  be  a  reference  to  the  central 
pension  authority,  which  was  defined 
as  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  case  could  then  only  be 
•dealt  with  in  one  of  two  ways.  First,  that 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  time  being  would  have 
the  right  to  give  his  decision  in  every 
case.  Did  the  Committee  realise  what 
was  meant  by  that  ?  The  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  had  at 
present  more  work  to  do  in  the  way 
of  administration  than  the  head  of  any 
other  Department  in  the  Government. 
More  cases  came  before  him  for  his 
personal  decision  than  before  the  head 
of  any  other  Department.  It  might  be 
that  there  would  be  very  few  cases  of 
appeal.  He  agreed  that  the  general 
tendency  would  be  to  grant  the  pensions 
and  not  to  refuse  them  ;  but  supposing 
there  were  a  great  number  of  appeals, 
how  were  they  going  to  be  decided  ? 
Were  they  to  be  decided  by  reference 
to  one  of  the  sub-departments  of  the 
Board  which  would  rfdvise  on  the  general 
law  ;  or  were  they  to  be  referred  to  the 
legal  department  ?  The  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  be 
compelled  to  say  :  "  Here  is  a  statute 
which  gives  the  right  to  a  pension  and 
imposes  certain  limitations.  My  business 
is  to  refer  the  case  to  the  legal  adviser 
of  the  Board  to  see  whether  the  statute 
has  been  complied  with  or  not."  Was 
that  the  position  which  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  to 
take  up  ?  It  was  not  imreasonable  that 
they  on  that  side  of  the  House  should 
ask  what  procedure  the  Government 
proposed  to  adopt  when  they  talked 
of  referring  to  the  head  of  a  Government 
Department  this  extremely  difficult  and 
unpopular  duty.  Everybody  knew  how 
difficult  it  was  for  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment at  present  to  control  local  author- 
ities, even  where  he  had  a  right  to  sanction 
or  refuse  expenditure  by  them.  But 
here  the  whole  of  the  money 
was  coming  from  the  State,  and 
Mr.  Walter  Long. 


if  differences  arose  between  the  pension 
officer  and  the  local  committee,  and  thew 
were  referred  to  the  head  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  surely  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  country  ought  to  know 
how  the  power  of  deciding  these  differ- 
ences was  going  to  be  exercised.  They 
had  been  informed  that  the  appeal 
cases  were  to  be  referred  to  the  general 
inspectors ;  but  he  ventured  to  aay 
that  these  general  inspectors  were  not 
charged  with  any  duties  which  wonld 
enable  them  to  come  to  a  decision.  Thnr 
business  would  be  to  report  to  the  head 
of  the  Department  with  whom  the 
decision  would  ultimately  rest.  He  wu 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  when  these 
differences  occurred,  and  it  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  head  of  the  Board  to 
decide  them  and  to  exercise  all  this 
patronage,  not  even  an  angel  from 
Heaven  would  discharge  the  duty  without 
a  great  deal  of  adverse  criticism,  or 
with  any  possible  hope  of  doing  jostice 
to  the  case.  He  could  not  know  the 
facts,  or  have  the  knowledge  possessed 
by  the  local  committee.  It  would,  he 
insisted,  be  wise,  even  now,  at  the  eleventh 
hour  to  get  rid  of  this  appeal.  If  there 
was  to  be  an  appeal  at  all,  let  it  be  to  a 
Court  of  law ;  but  it  would  be  better 
still  to  leave  it  to  the  Excise  officer 
or  the  local  committee  and  absolve 
the  head  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Department  from  a  duty  which  he  could 
not  possibly  perform.  Believing,  as  he 
did,  that  the  clause  was  a  thoronghlj 
bad  clause,  and  would  operate  unjustly, 
he  should  certainly  vote  against  it. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  this  was  the  most  importnit 
part  of  the  Bill.  The  Committee  must 
remember  that  this  clause  gave  most 
extraordinary  powers  to  people  who  in 
his  opinion  were  not  fit  to  ezeiciN 
them.  The  real  person  who  under  tbii 
clause  would  exercise  the  patronage 
of  giving  old-age  pensions  to  certiin 
people  was  the  Excise  officer.  He  wooid 
have  to  inquire  into  sny  number  of  ciiciun* 
stances  and  considerations  with  legaidto 
the  lives  of  the  persons  claiming  the  pen- 
sions, and,  as  had  been  pointed  ont  by  die 
hon.  Member  for  Norwood,  an  estnoidin- 
ary  number  of  inquiries  would  have  to  be 
made  before  he  would  leopmmend  tlw 
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pension.  Excise  officers,  whose  salary 
by  the  way  was  £100  to  £150  a  year, 
were  excellent  men  in  their  way,  but  he 
did  not  think  they  were  fitted  by  their 
training  to  exercise  the  very  difficult 
duties  that  would  be  put  upon  them 
iinder  this  Bill,  especially  after  a  few 
years  of  Radical  Government.  The  right 
non.  Gentleman  had  himself  admitted 
that,  because  he  had  said  the  duties  were 
duties  which  should  be  performed  by 
Inland  Revenue  supervisors.  The  next 
point  to  which  he  would  draw  attention 
was  the  local  pension  committee. 


Mr.  CROOKS  (Woolwich),  on  a  point  of 
order,  asked  whether  the  hon.  Member 
was  in  order  in  discussing  the  local 
pension  committee  on  this  clause,  and 
8o  preventing  the  House  from  getting  on 
to  Clause  8,  which  dealt  with  these 
committees. 

♦The  chairman  said  that  in  dis- 
cussing the  duties  of  these  committees, 
with  which  Clause?  dealt, the  hon.  Baronet 
was  quite  in  order,  but  he  could  not  dis- 
cuss the  constitution  of  those  committees. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  duties  of 
the  committees  would  be  to  inquire 
into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
investigate  the  report  of  the  pension 
officer  with  regard  to  the  person  claiming 
a  pension,  but  they  could  not  decide  the 
matter;  they  could  only  report  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  real 
dictator  was  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  was  going  back  to  the  old 
practice  of  the  Star  Chamber.  An 
official  appointed  theoretically  by  the 
King  was  to  have  the  power  to  say 
whether  500,000  people  in  the  country 
should  or  should  not  have  pensions. 
[Cries  of  "  Divide,  divide,"  and  counter 
cries  of  "  Order,  order."] 

Mr.  CROOKS:  You  make  more 
speeches  than  all  the  other  Members 
of  the  House  put  together. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  :  That  is  no  reason 
for  dividing.  [Cries  of  "  It  is  an  absolute 
waste  of  time  "  and  "  Let  him  talk."] 


♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  below  the  gangway  to 
allow  the  hon.  Baronet  to  speak. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  He  is  always 
at  it. 

Mr.  crooks  :  May  I  ask  you,  Sir, 
whether  this  painful  repetition  is  to  go 
on  and  keep  us  from  Clause  8  until 
the  closure  ?     It  is  abominable. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  made  repeated 
attempts  to  proceed,  amid  renewed 
cries  of  "Divide."  He  declared  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  were  mistaken  if 
they  supposed  he  was  to  be  brow- 
beaten. However  much  noise  they  made , 
they  could  not  prevent  him  standing 
there.    He  believed  in  free  speech. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  And  plenty  of  it. 

Mr.  CROOKS:  All  your  own. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  really  must 
appeal  to  hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway.  Our  proceedings  must  per- 
force stop  at  half -past  ten  o'clock.  There 
is  no  possible  use  in  interfering  with  the 
hon.  Baronet. 


Mr.  crooks  :  That  is  just  our  posi- 
tion. If  the  time  is  to  be  wasted  we 
may  as  well  waste  it  like  this. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  would  con- 
clude his  remarks  by  expressing  the  wish 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  them  some  information  upon  the 
point  raised  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  point  raised  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
was  really  one  of  great  importance. 
During  the  dinner  hour  he  addressed  the 
same  question  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  central  authority 
was  the  Local  Government  Board  o: 
somebody  whom  they  might  appoint. 
What  did  the  Government  intend 
to    be    the  practice  in    deciding  these 
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cases  ?  The  Government  by  the  ac- 
ceptance— quite  rightly — of  the  Amend- 
ment just  moved  had  widened  the  scope 
of  the  appeal  to  the  central  authority, 
making  that  authority  even  more  im- 
portant than  it  was  under  the  original 
Bill.  He  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  this  pur- 
pose. When  he  put  the  question  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exche(|uer,  he  replied 
that  the  questions  would  be  referred  to 
gentlemen  in  a  position  similar  to  that 
of  the  general  inspectors,  under  the  Board- 
He  was  not  conversant  with  the  working 
of  the  Jioard,  and  he  did  not  know- 
exact  ly  what  that  meart,  but  he  learned 
from  his  right  hon. -friend  that  these 
inspectors  did  not  decide  anything  in 
the  matters  confided  to  them.  They 
occasionally  advised  the  local  authority, 
and  they  constantly  reported  to  the 
President,  but  in  no  cases  did  they  them- 
selves give  a  decision..  Therefore,  if 
that  analogy  was  followed,  the  inspectors 
might  report  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  it  was  the 
President  himself  wh(x  would  have  to 
determine  in  every  individual  case  that 
came  before  him  whether  on  the  facts 
A.  B.  should  have  a  pension  or  not.  He 
submitted  with  all  the  seriousness  and 
gravity  which  so  big  an  issue  demanded 
that  a  party  ofFuial  temporarily  at  the 
head  of  a  great  public  office,  ought  not 
to  have  the  ultimate  distribution  among 
individuals  of  a  sum  of  £7,(M)().orM)  or 
probablv  something  like  £9,000,000  or 
£10,000,000  a  year.  For  the  sake 
of  the  success  of  the  Bill,  for  the  sake  of 
guarding  the  Government  of  the  day 
against  undue  pressure  in  particular 
cases,  and  for  tho  sake  of  guarding  it 
against  suspicion  of  acting  unfairly 
and  from  improper  motives,  it  was  most 
important  that  this  very  delicate  and 
semi-judicial  task  should'  be  discharged 
by  sonic  independent  and  non-party 
fiuthority.  He  would  be  (luite  content 
if  they  couM  iind  some  oiHcial  acting 
under  the  nominal  authority  of  the 
Local  (}()vernment  Board  as  independent 
of  any  control  by  any  ext^utive  office, 
as,  for  instance,  the  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies  was  in  Ids  semi-judicial  func- 
tions. It  would  not  redound  to  the 
success  of  the  Bill,  or  to  the  satis- 
faction, contentment,  and  respect  of 
Mr.  Austen  (^'hamherlain. 
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the  persons  concerned,  or  to  tlie 
safe  conduct  of  proceedings  in  tlie 
House,  if  the  President  of  the  Local 
Governmenc  Board  was  made  per- 
sonally responsible  for  each  individual 
decision  and  liable  to  be  called  in 
question  by  any  Member  or  sec- 
tion of  Members  over  his  decision  in 
any  individual  case.  Of  course,  in 
Clause  11,  in  the  case  of  Ireland  and 
Scotland  the  Chief  Secretary  and  tlie 
Secretary  for  Scotland  were  respectively 
named,  and  his  remarks,  therefoif, 
equally  applied  to  them.  He  was  not 
speaking  in  any  spirit  of  unfriendliness 
to  the  Bill,  but  with  a  desire  to  preserve 
the  holders  of  these  offices  from  a  veir 
invidious  duty  which  he  thought  it 
would  be  most  difficult  for  them  to 
discharge,  and  the  House  from  being 
in  each  individual  case  the  Court  of 
Appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  House  most 
retain  its  right  to  vary  the  conditions 
under  which  pensions  were  given,  and 
to  make  general  rules  ;  but  nobodr 
would  contend  that  the  House  sitting  in 
Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Vote  for 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
or  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  or  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board,  was  capable  oJE  judicially  deter- 
mining whether  a  particular  claim  was 
really  fair.  He  therefore  strongly  urged 
that  they  should  have  a  really  independent 
officer  to  decide  individual  cases,  leaving 
the  Local  Goveriunent  Board  to  laj 
down  general  regulations.  He  appealed 
to  the  Government  to  adopt  that  solution. 
He  begged  that  they  would  at  any  rate 
tell  them  before  they  proceeded  to  a 
division,  quite  clearly  and  specificallr, 
what  was  their  intention  in  the  matter. 
Did  they  mean  each  individual  case  to  be 
subject  to  the  review  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
the  action  of  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  be  subject  to 
the  review  of  the  House  in  each  in- 
dividual case,  or  did  they  not  ? 


Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  that  he  was 
unable  to  give  an  outline  of  the  machineir 
through  which  this  pension  authority 
would  act,  but  no  one  would  imagine 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  Govw^- 
ment  Board  personally  could  zeview  vwvij 
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-one  of  many  thousands  of  cases.     Some 
•officers  would  be  chosen  to  deal  specific- 
ally with  the  work  of  these  appeals,  but 
ultimately  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
•<j>overnment  Board  must  be  recognised. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  still  in  the  dark  as  to  what 

-^e  Grovemment  really  intended.  Was 
it  to  be  an  administrative  or  a  judicial 
appeal  ?  If  it  was  to  be  a  judicial  appeal, 
it  was  true  they  ran  the  risk  of  establishing 

a  bureaucracy  and  removing  the  matter 

•entirely  from  the  control  of  Parliament. 
It  was  desirable,  in  his  judgment,  that 
the   decision   of   these  individual   cases 

tflhonld  be  removed  from  the  control  of 
Parliament,  for  the  House  was  incapable 
of  formulating  a  judicial  decision  in 
any  form.  If  the  idea  was  to  estab- 
lish an  administrative  appeal  it    would 

-atill  have  to  come  before  the  House, 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
worst   possible   solution   that   could   be 

-desired.     He  still  thought  the  practical 

-control  of  the  pension  would  be  in  the 


hands,  not  of  the  local  committee,  but 
of  the  Excise  officer  himself.  He 
would  be  supreme.  They  were  going 
to  put  into  the  hands  of  thousands  of 
officers  this  power,  knowing  perfectly 
well  that  the  action  of  subordinate  local 
officials  was  one  of  the  great  difficulties 
of  country  life.  Every  one  who  lived  in 
the  country  knew  the  kind  of  charges 
of  corruption  that  were  made  against 
smaller  officials  in  the  country,  and 
here  they  were  going  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  men  of  very  much  the  same 
position  this  enormous  patronage,  this, 
enormous  temptation  to  corruption,  with- 
out any  real  supervision.  In  his  opinion, 
the  Committee  was  acting  very  unwisely 
in  entrusting  to  these  men  this  vast 
patronage  and  putting  them  in  a  danger- 
ous and,  he  feared,  fatal  position  of 
temptation. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  343 ; 
Noes,  92.     (Division  List  No.  156.) 


AYES. 


-Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
.Agnew,  George  William 
Alleii,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 
.  Ashton,  Thomas  Oair 
.Asquith.Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
.  Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
3aring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 

Barlow,Sir  John  E.(Soraer8et) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  X. 
Barry.  E.  (Cork.  S.). 
Barry,  R3dmond  J.(Tyron3,N.) 
Beale.  W.  P. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beck.  A/Cecil 
Bell.  Richard 
B3llAir.s.  Carlvon 
Bann.Sir  J.Williams(Devonp*rt 
Benn.  W.(TVrHamlets,S.G2o. 
Bennett.  E.  N. 
Berridge.  T.  H.  D. 
Beth9ll,SirJ.H.(E88ex.Romrrd 
Bethall.  T.  R.  (Essex.  Maldon) 
Birrell.  Rt  Hon.  Augustine 
Black,  Arthur  W. 
Boland,  John 
IBoulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Sowerman,  C.  W. 
IBramsdon,  T.  A 


Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 
I  Bright,  J.  A. 
,  Brooklehurst,  W.  B. 
I  Brodie,  H.  C. 
I  Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
'  Bryce,  J.  Annan 
[  Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
!  Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
I  Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
I  Burt.  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
I  Buxton.  Rt.Hn. Sydney  Charles 
I  Byles,  William  Pollard 
I  C!ameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
I  Cau8ton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
I  Chance.  Frederick  William 

Channing,  Sir  Fran?is  AUston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
I  Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill.  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 
]  Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  (Thornley 

Collins.  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
;  Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Sussex,E. Grins tM 
i  Cornwall.  Sir  Edwin  A 
'  Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 


Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies.David  (Montgomery,  Co. 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eiiion) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-( Cardigan 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Devlin,  Joseph  ^  ^ 

Dewar.  Sir  J.  A.(Invernes8-8h.) 

Dickinson.W.H.(St.Pancra8,N. 

Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon.  John 

Dobson.  Thomas  W. 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan.  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumesa 

Dunn.  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne.Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Erskine.  David  C. 

Essex.  R.  W. 

Esslemont.  George  Bimie 

Evans.  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett.  R.  Lacey 

Ffrench.  Peter 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freematt 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F.  ; 
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Fullerton,  Hugh 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Hanjourt ,  Rt .  Hn.  L.  (Rossendale 

Harcourt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r.) 

Harmsworth,  R  L.(Caithn's8-8h 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 

Henry,  C'harles  S. 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hoi)e,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Horniman,  Emslic  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

lUingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  (Alfred 

Jardinc,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knntsforrl 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  Georgo 

I^imont,  Norman 

Law  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  S.(Aecrington 

Lehmann,  R.  ('. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (ChcHhire,  Wirral 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

JJoyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 


{COMMONS} 

Lough,Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  8. 

Mac Veigh,  Charles  (Donegal,£. 

McCallum,  John  ]VL 

MoCrae,  George 

McKillop,  W. 

Mcl-rfiren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

McMicking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.(.'roy(3on  (Launoeston) 

Marnh«m,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W^.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  3klichael 

Meehan,Patrick  A.(Queen'sCo. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Percv  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Muldoon,  John 

Murnaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Murray, Capt  Hn  A.C.(KincaTd. 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doncast'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien.Kendnl  (TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patri<'k  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  (\  J.  (Walworth) 
0'Donnell,T.  (Kerrv,W.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Sh'H*,  .fames  John 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  fLimehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickcrsgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Dimcan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonbv,  Arthur  A.  W- .  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central 
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Price,  Robert' John  (NorfolkX 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priegtle3%  W.E.R(Brmdfoni^l 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  BusspU  (Scarboto' 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfoid^ 
Redmond.  William  Clare 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
RichardBon,  A. 
Ridsdale,  £.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincolnr 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bndfid 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  SnoiidfliL 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  fivt) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 
Runoiman,  Bt.  Hon.  Wate 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentfnd> 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hvde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(HanchMtcrr 
Scott,  A.H.  (  Asbton-under-IfK^ 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  Jamei 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafloid) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Smeaton,  Donald  Maekmie 
Smyth,  Thomaa  F.  (Leitria,  8. 
Snowden,  P. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lynlph  (ChoLV 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (3Ii1e  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbel],  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  £. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dorham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Badcliffe^ 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (CaTmart;lien,£.) 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthp- 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somenet|E' 
Thome,  G.  B.  (T^'olyerhampfr 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  F1iilip9 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leioester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tndor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Wason,  Bt.Hii.E.(CkekBiau^ 
Wason,  John  Cftthoart  (OkkMf  ] 
Waterlow,  B.  & 
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Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan)^ 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woreestersh.  N. 


Pensions  BiU. 


874- 


j  Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.)| 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
I  Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
I  Yozall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  fob  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


NOES, 


id-Hood,RtHonSir  Alex.F 
ruther-Gray,  Major 
Tight,  John  Stanhope 
»y,  W.  W. 

ey.Fletcher,Rt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
trres.  Lord 
Rrin,  Stanley 

ig,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
e,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
h,Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Btt,  Hon.  Gervase 
M,  Sir  Arthur 
68,  G.  Stuart 
^eman,  W.  dive 
Sir  WiUiam  James 
ett-Coutts,  W. 
her,  Samuel  Henry 
pbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
le,  £.  Hildred 
)n,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
,  George 

,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
aberlain,RtHn.  J.A.(Worc 
98,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham 
rane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E.  , 
igs,  Rt.Hn.J.(  Birmingham  | 
;,Charles  Oirtis  (Antrim,S.  I 
;,Captain  James- Down,  E.)  | 
c.  Sir  Henry 
jrmple,  Viscount 
jhty.  Sir  George  ^ 

(las,  Rt.Hon.  A.  Akers-        ' 


Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert(  Lanark,  Go  van 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W. 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gooch,  Henry  Cubitt  (Peckh'm 
Gretton,  Jolm 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hardy,Laurence(Kent,Ashford 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  R 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lee,Arthur  H.(Hant8,Fareham 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (Dublin,S. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
McArthur,  Charles 
McCalmont,  Colonel  James 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C.  | 

Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton  I 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham        ' 


Moore,  William 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersaeld' 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike-Darlingtoa; 
Ratcliff,  Major  R,  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Renton,  Leslie 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Bccle8all) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  O)lonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sheffield,Sir  BerkeleyGeorge  D- 
Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-HiU,  Henry  (Staflf'sh. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wabrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.  R.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Younger,  George  :  j 

Tellers 'fob  the  Noes — Sii 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr- 
Hunt. 


ad,  it  being  after  half -past  Ten  of  the 
k,  the  Chairman  proceeded,  pur- 
it  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
June,  successively  to  put  forth- 
.  the  Question  on  any  Amendments 
ed  by  the  Government,  of  which 
ce  had  been  given,  and  on  any 
)tions  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
iness  to  be  concluded  this  day. 

aestion  put,  "  That  Clauses  8  and  9 
d  part  of  the  Bill." 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :   On 

the  point  of  order,  are  we  not  entitled^ 
to  vote  separately  on  Clauses  8  and  9  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  No, the  instruction 
I  under  which  I  am  putting  this  Question 

lis- 


'  In  the  case  of  a  series  of  clauses  to  which  no- 


!  notice   of  Amendment  has  been  given  by  the 
I  Government,     the    Chairman    shall    put    the 
I  Question  that  those   clauses  stand  part  of  the 
I  Bill  without  putting  the  Question  separately'as- 
'  respects   each  clause.*' 
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The  Committee  divided 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Aflrnow,  George  William  i 

Allen,  A.  Anland  (Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
AsrjuithjRt.Hn. Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight 
Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset  , 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
.Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Barry,  Redmond  J.(Tyrone,X.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Bt»ek,  A.  Cecil 
Bell,  Richard 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 
Benn,Sir  J.  Williams(Devon])'rt 
Benn,W.(T'w*r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Bcrridge,  T.  H.  I). 
Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell,  Sir  J.H.(EHKex,Romrd  ' 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Black.  Arthur  W. 
Boland,  John 
Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.F.L.  (I^ncs.,  Leigh) 
Brunner.RtHnSir  J.T((Mieshire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Burnyeat.  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
r^uxton,  Rt.Hn.Svdnev  Charles 
IWles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron.  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton.Rt.Hn.RichardKiiight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
(Miance.  Frederick  William 
Channins.  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham.  John  Frederick 
Cherrv,  Rt.Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill.  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Cloueh,  William 
Cobbold.  Felix  Thornley 
Collins,  Stephen  (l^mbeth) 
Collins.Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Pancras.W 
Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett  ,C  H  (Sussex.E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  £dwin*A. 


{COMMONS} 
:— Ayes,  330;    Noes,  127. 

AYES. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  WJilliam  J. 

Cullinan,  J.' 

Davie8,David  (MontgomeryCo. 

Davies,  Ellis  W'illiam  (Eifion) 

Davies,  M.Vaughan-(Cardigan) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.  (St.Pancra8,X 

Dillon,  John 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Dwkworth,  James 

Dimn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  L^wey 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Cribb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

(rreenwod,  Hamar  (York) 

Grey.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

GuUand,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  HnSir  W.Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall.  Frederick 

H  alp  in,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ro8»endale 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suflfolk) 

Harmsworth.  Cecil  G.  (Worc'r) 

Tlarmsworth.  R.T-.(Caithn*ss-sh 

Hart-Davies.  T. 

Harvev.  A.  G.  V.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N,E. 

Harwood.  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam.  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Healy.  Timothy  >lichael 

Hedges.  A.  Paget 

Helme,  \orval  Watson 

Henderson,J.  M.(AlH'rdeen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  ( Wycombe 'j 

Higham,  John  Shar]) 
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Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  £.  H. 

Hogan,  Michael 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gaidnn 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hutton,  Alfred  £d^ 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Pfrrcy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rafus  Daniel 
I  Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
I  Jardine,  Sir  J. 
I  Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
i  'Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
I  Joyce,  Michael 
I  Kekewieh,  Sir  George 
I  Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
I  Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  Jolui  (KnntiliMri) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (BochMter) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

I^w,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Fnnim 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accringtoi 

Lehmann,  R.  0. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wimd 

Levy,  Sir  ^lauriee 

LIoyd-Georgo,  Rt.  Hon.  DsTid 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  B.  H. 

Maodonald,J.M.(FalkirkF^) 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 
I  MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Dovn.& 
j  MacVeigh,  Charles  (Donegal,E. 
'  ^IcCallnm,  John  M. 
I  M'Crae,  George 
I  M'KiUop,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  0.  B.  (Leicester) 
j  M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  ll".) 

^IcMicking,  [Major  G. 
■  Maddison.  Frederick 
I  Mallet,  Charles  £. 
I  ^[arkham,  Arthur  Basil 

^larkSfG.  Croydon  (LBunoestao) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  \V.  (CoTentiy) 

Massie.  J. 

Masterman.  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher.  Michael 

Meehan.Pntrick  A.(Qiieen'i  C^ 

^Tenzies,  AValter 

Micklem.  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Perev  Alport 

^Tond.  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  S.  K. 

Montgomen*.  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Gomwall) 
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Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
RendnlJ,  Athebtan 
Ridsdalc,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H»  (LiwDoln) 
Roberta,  Jolm  H.  (Denbigh^,) 
Ko  bf^  r  N  0  n^SirO .  .Sc  ot  t  ( Brad  f  rd 
Robkn:son,  S* 

RobfHop,  Sir  Will  tarn  Snowdon 
Rochi-s  Augti^tino  (Cork) 
Roche,  John  (GVilway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogerw^.  F.  E.  Nrwman 
KunciHian,  Rt.  Hem.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  \L  (Brentford} 
HamiieJ,  S.  >L  (Whitefihard) 
Si>ariebrii!k,  T.  1\  U 
Schwann,  C.  Dnnrun  (Hyde) 
St'hwitnn,  8ir  C.E,(MfliipheiJt^^r) 
St^ot  1 1  A.  H ,  (  Ak  h  ton  unde  r  Lyn  c 
Seavems,  J»  H, 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
8herweU,  Arthypr  Jaitic^s 
8hipman,  Dr.  Jolm  G. 
Silctvck*  Thomti^  Ball 
Sipelftir,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Dona  id  Mackenzie 
Smyths  Tbomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Snowdeiit  P* 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Soicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (8UiT»,  N,W.) 
Stanley,  Hn,A,Lyiilph  (tliesb.) 
Stewart,  Hal  ley  fGreenc>ck) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  fKpndal) 
Strnchev.  Sir  Edwartl 
Sirftu»/B.  S.  (Mil-  VnA\ 
Strftu*«,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stufiri,  Jampii  (Sunderland) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
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Tennant,  H.  J,  (Berwickshire) 
Thomai*,  Alwl  (Carmarthen,  E* 
Thomftiition,  Franklin 
Thora|ison,  J.  VV.H.(HomcrHet,E 
T}tonR%G.  B.  (WtilverhamptQtt 
Tonikinfiont  Jamej^ 
Torrancp,  Sir  A*  M» 
Toulnniii.  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Rt.Hn.E.(Clackmann*xi 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Water  low,  I).  S, 
Wedgwood*  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whit«,  J.  I>.  (DumVwrtonKhire) 
White,  Luke  (York.  RR4 
White,  Patrick  (MeMth.  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilp*,  TbomftiJ 

WHliama,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
WiUianiBon,  A, 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G,  0.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R,) 
Wilson,  John  (Uurham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worrestersh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  8.) 
Wodehouse,  Ijord 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Joseph  Pease,  and  the 
Master  of  Elibank. 


NOES. 


,Rt.HnSirAlex.F 
illiam  Reynell 
rray,  Major 
3hn  Stanhope 


:her,Rt.Hn.  SirH  \ 
Td  1 

nley 

Frederick  George  I 
ftn.G  (Winchester  | 
I 
(Londonderry,X.)  I 
chael  Hugh  Hicks  | 
.  Gervase  i 

Vrthur  I 

ewart  | 

\\  Clive 
iam  James 
ts,  W.  ! 

luel  Henry  i 

.  Hon.  J.  H.  M.        I 
Idred  j 


Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain,Rt  Hn  J.  A.(  Wore. 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Clynes,  J.  R. 

{  -,.  A  >,  -Major  E*  F,  (I.ewisham) 
Cot^hrane,  Hon.  Tlm^.  H.  A.  E. 
ColHngfi,  Rt.Hn.J.lBirmingh'm 
Coo|icr,  G.  J. 

( 'nii|^,Char]e!5  Curtis  (^\jitrim,S) 
Crai^,t  'ftjitain  Jamea(Down,E. ) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Crooks*  William 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
DoucFhty,  Sir  George 
Doojzia*!,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Croij,  Art  htir  Phil  ip 
Duncan,  V.  (Earrow-in-Furtie-is 
Dunean, Robert  (Lanark/iovan 
FftWr,  Georpe  llemson  (York) 
FaWr,  Capl.  W.  V.  (Hanta,  W.J 


Fell,  Arthur 

Ftwter  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Ciardner  Ernest 

Gill,  A.  B. 

Glover  Tliomaa 

Gooch,Hpnr>'  Cubitt(Peckham) 

Gretti>n,  Jofm 

f  Juinne-sa,  Waller  F^ward 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

HardyJ^iirence  (Kent,Ashf  rd 

Harrison-BroiuUey,  H.  B. 

Hay,  Hon-  (laiide  George 

Helmfllev*  Visi^onnt 

Henderson,  Arthur  (DurhamI 

Hill  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J  W 

Hod|?e,  John 

Horie,James  Flti^lan  (Sheffield 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Hofliiton,  Robert  Paterson 

Hnd^on,  Walter 

Hunt,  Rowland  . 
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JohnRon,  John  (Gateshead) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswiok,  William 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lee, Arthur  H. (Hants, Fareham 
Lockwoo(?,  Rt.Hn.Lt..Col.A.R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dnblin,S) 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
IklacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
M' Arthur,  Charles 
M*Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Aliddlemorc,  John  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Moore,  William 
MorrLson-Bell,  Captain" 
Nicholls,  George 


{COMMONS} 

Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Peter8field) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrenfi 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,Herbert  Pike(I>arlington 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Pfeel 
Renton,  Leslie 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  S.  (ShefBeId,Ecc]esal]) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Shackleton,  David  James 

I  Sheffield,Sir  Berkeley  Georgel) 

I  Stanier,  Seville 

I  Starkey,  John  R. 

I  Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 

I  Steadman,  W.  C. 

j  Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
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Snmmerbell,  T. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred  (Merthffr 
Thomson,  W-Mitehell-  (LuHt) 
Thornton,  Pfercy  H. 
Take,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Warde,  Col.  C.  £.  (Kent,Miiy 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,E.B.l 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhon^tti) 
Wolff,  Gnstav  Wilhehn 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stwrt- 
Younger,  Groorge 

TbIXEBS  rOR  THE  Kqb-> 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Mr. 
Forster. 


Clause  10: 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  31,  after  the  word  *  Board,*  to 
insert  the  words  *  and  with  the  Postmaster- 
General  (80  far  as  relates  to  the  Post  Office).*  " 
— {Mr,  lAoyd-Oeorge.) 


Question  put,  *'  That  the  AmeDdmirt 
be  made." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  36S; 
Noes,  101.     (Division  List  No.  158.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Agnew,  George  William 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christ church) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Asquith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  CJodfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  E.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  D. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Barrv.  Redmond  J. (Tyrone.N.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bell,  Richard 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  J.Williams(Devonp'rt 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo) 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  I>. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Bethell.SirJ  H.(Essex.Romf'rd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland.  John 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 


Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.  T.  L.(  Lanes., Leigh) 

Bnmner,RtHn  SirJ.T(Cheshire 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burnyeat.  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Channin^,  Sir  Frnnciif  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hen.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

(*ollin8,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.PancraH,W 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH  (Su^sex,E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 


Cory,  Sir  Clififord  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan.  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (T>TieiMrtk> 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Crosfield,  A  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Cnllinan,  J. 

DaTie8,DaTid(Montgomei7  Co) 
BaTies,  Ellis  William  (Bfian) 
DaTie8,M.VaiiehAn.  (Cudigu) 
Dayies,  Timothy  (Folhun) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Briitol.8.V 
Devlin,  Joseph 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  8.) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (InvemeM.^ 
Dickinson,  W.  H.(8t.PUuxaijr 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John?' 
Dillon,  John 
Dobson,  Thoma!«  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  C.  ( Barrow-in-Piua«* 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (CambofMl 
Dunne,Major  E.Mart]ii(Wakift 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley)  ^ 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bixnie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ff  rench,  Peter 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 


Old^Age 

,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
ui-Thomas,  Freeman 

John  Michael  F. 
ton,  Hugh 
m.  Sir  Christopher 
James  (Harrow) 
.H. 

one,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
,  Thomas 

rd,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
,  Cieorge  Peabody  (Bath) 
irood,  G.  (Peterborough; 
RTOod,  Hamar  (York) 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

d,  John  W. 

n,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 

le,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Frederick 

I.  J. 

irt,RtHn.L.(Rossendale 

irt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose) 

S  J.  Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

;worth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc*r.) 

iworth,  R  L.(Caithn'8S-sh 

)avios,  T. 

y.W.E.(Derby3hire,N.E. 

K)d,  George 

n,  James  (Derbyshire) 

n,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

rth,  Arthur  A. 

,  Timothy  Michael 

IS,  A.  Paget 

',  Norval  Watson 

•rson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

rson,  J.M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 

,  Charles  S. 

rt,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe 

tn,  John  Sharpe 

t.  Sir  Robert 

►use,  Charles  E.  H. 

I,  John 

L,  Michael 

r,  A.  G. 

John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

nan,  Emslie  John 

Ige,  Thomas  Gardner 

•d,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

n,  Walter 

1,  Alfred  Eddison 

Clarendon 

r.  H.  W. 

rorth,  Percy  H. 

,  Rufus  Daniel 

r.  Sir  James  Alfred 

e,  Sir  J. 

>n,  John  (Gateshead) 
m,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Leii  (Applebv) 
t,  F.  W. 
Michael 
ich,  Sir  George 
le,  Denis 
id-Smith,  Captain 
Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
w,  Robert 

Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
>rt,  George 
it,  Norman 

lugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
id-Barratt,  Francis 
Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 


{1   July  1908} 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  W.H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  Bg'hs 
Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MaoVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.) 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Killop,  W. 

McLaren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,  G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Meehan,Patrick  A.(Queen*s  Co. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Mond,  A. 

Montague,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Muldoon,  John 
Murnaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Murray,Capt  Hn  A.C.(Kincard. 
Murray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,Charle8N.(Doncast'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
0'Donnell,T.  (Kerry.  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  I^ek) 
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Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Peason,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Pearson,W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Philipp8,Col.Ivor  (S'thampton) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh  Central) 
Price,  Robert  John(Norfolk,E) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,W.E.B.  (Bradford,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  RoUand 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro* 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf'rd 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche,  Jolm  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rnnciman,  Kt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E. (Manchester) 
Scott,A.H.  ( Ashton-under-Lyne 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W./ 
Stanley, Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith*  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Simderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.   (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
ThomaK,David  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.  (Somerset,E 
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Thome,  G.R. (Wolverhampton) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Verney,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester)] 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

W'alton,  Joseph 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

W^ason,Rt.Hn.£.(Clackmannan 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney ) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 


{COMMONS} 

Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White.  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax)  ' 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer  j 
Wiles,  Thomas  I 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan)  I 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth)  | 
Williamson.  A.  I 

Wills,  Arthur  Walters  ' 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.)  { 


Pensions  BtR.  m 

Wilson,  Heniy  J.  (York,  WJl> 
Wilson,  John  (Dnrhun,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Hiddlsibn»D 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Waresrt«nia(^ 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  PiocraiAi 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Wssthoiighigi) 
WodehoQse,  Lord 
Wood.  T.  M'Kimum 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  vor  the  Atb-Vt. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Maate  d 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.Sir  Alex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray,  Major 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashlev,  W.  W. 

Aubroy-Fletcher,Rt  Hon.SirH. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 
Beach,Hn.Miehael  Hugh  Hicks 
Be(!kett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman.  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon,  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,E.) 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A.(Worc. 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,Major  E.F.(Lewisham) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Colling8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingh'm 
Courthopo,  G.  Loyd 
Craig.Charlos  Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Doughty,  Sir  George 


Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,Robert  (Lanark,Goyan 
Faber  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf  ord 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helmsloy,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W^ 

Hope,Jaraes  Fitzalan(SheffieW 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Joy nson- Hicks,  William 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Leo,ArthurH.(Hants,Fareh.%m ) 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.  A.R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter  (Dublin,S. 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MacCaw,  Wilbam  J.  MacGeagh 
McArthur,  Charles 
McCalmont,  Colonel  James 
Magnus  Sir  Philip 
Meysey-Thomppon,  E.  C. 


Middlemore,John  Throtao'te 
Mildmay,  Francis  Binpui 
Moore,  William 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson.  Wm.  G.(FMflalUd^ 
O'Neill,  Hon«  Robert  Taow 
Parkes,  Ebenexer 
Pease,Herbert  FOu(D§ilS^^ 
Ratcliffe,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,John  fVedriekPsd 
Renton,  Leslie 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Eoekn]l 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Bobsit 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (lirvpool) 
Sheffield,Sir  Berkeley  Gsoqfd). 
Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Heniy  (StafA. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichwter) 
Thomson.  W.Mitche]l.(Laiisik^ 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  £.  (Kentjiid) 
Wilson,A.Stanley(York.E.B.} 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stoan- 
Youngor,  George 

Tellers  vor  the  Nobs— Vk- 
count  Valentia  and  Ir. 
Forsier. 


Question  put,   "  That  the  Clause, 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


as  I      The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  W 
I  Noes,  99.     (Division  List  No.  169.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Ajincw,  George  William 
Allen,  A.  Aoland  (Christchurch) 
Allen.  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armstrong,  W.  0.  Heaton 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
As ([uith.Rt.Hn. Herbert  Henry 


Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,  RoU'rt  (F-anark) 
Baring.  CJodfrey  (ln\e  of  Wight) 
Barker.  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 


Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Barry,  Redmond  J.  (TjnatJSi^ 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Bcancbamp,  E. 

Beck,  A.  CecU 


Old'Age 

)hard 
Cftrlyon 

r  J.William8(Devonp'rt 
'.(TVrHamlet8,S.Geo. 
,  E.  N. 
J,  T.  H.  D. 
u  Julius 

Sir  J.H.(£8sex,Romrd 
T.  R.  (Essex.  Maldon) 
Rt,  Hon.  Augustine 
jrthur  W. 
John 
,  A.  C.  F. 
An,  C.  W. 
on,  T.  A. 
James 
ohn 
J.  A. 

liurst,  W.  B. 
H.  C. 
Stopford 

;  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 
,RtHnSir  J.T(Cheshire 
r.  Annan 

an,  Thomas  Rybum 
B.  Haviland- 
it,  W.  J.  D. 
t.  Hon.  Thomas 
,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
rUIiam  Pollard 
Q,  Robert 
•mm,  H.  W. 

3t.Hn.RichardKnight 
Sir  Frederick 
Frederick  William 
ig.  Sir  Francis  AUston 
,m,  John  Frederick 
Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
11,  Rt.  Hon.  Wiuston  S. 
,  J.  W. 
William 
J.  R. 

I,  Felix  Thornley 
Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
,  Thomas  Joseph 

G.J. 
,C  H  (Siissex,E.Grinst'd 

II,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
ir  Clifford  John 

Sir  H.  J.  S. 

W.  H. 

lerbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Eugene 

,  Sir  William  Randal 
William 

d,  A.  H. 

jT,  William  J. 

n.J. 

David  (Montgomery'  Co. 
Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 
Timothy  (Fulham) 
W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Joseph 
Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 

ton,  W.H.  (St.Pancras,N 

i-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
John 

I,  Thomas  W. 

orth.  James 

i,C.(Barrow-in-Furness) 
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Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,Major£.Martin  (Walsall 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gibb,  James  Harrow 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,  RtHii. Herbert  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  GJeorge  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,RtHn  Sir  W.Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Rossendale 
Hare  our  t,  Robert  V.(  Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc*r) 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn'8S-sh 
Hart-Davies.  T. 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  NorvalWatsou 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham*, 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hog^n,  Michael 
Hooper,  A.  G. 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
lilingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Ap])leby\ 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kekewich,  Sir  Georgt 
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Kettle,  ThomaB  Michael 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accringtoa 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral>- 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David  I 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.). 

McCrae,  George 

McKillop,  W. 

McLaren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

McMicking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston). 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,iPatrick  A.  (Queen's  Co. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hav  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip*^ 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Muldoon,  John 

Murnaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Murray,Capt.  Hn  A.C.(Kincard 

Murray,  James  (Aberdeen,  E.) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

NichoUs,  George 

Nichol8on,Charle8  N.(Doncast*r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

OVBrien,Kendal  (TipperaryMid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 
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O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Keriy,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Malloy,  William 
O'Shaiighnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shce,  .Tamos  John 
Parker,  Jamos  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pcarco,  Robert  (Staflfs,  Leek) 
Pearee.  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colehester) 
Pearson,  H.W.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 
Philipps.  Col.  Ivor  (S*thampton 
Philipps.  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (I^ngford,  S.) 
Piokersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  (\  E.  (Edinburgh. Central 
Price,  Robert  John  (Norfolk.E. 
Priest  lev.  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestlev,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
Radford.  G.  H. 
Rainv.  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea.  Rus^icll  (Gloucester) 
Rea.  Walter  Russell  (Si'arboro' 
Reddy.  M. 

Reilmond.  John  E.  (Wateford) 
Redmond.  William  (Clare) 
Rendall.  Athelstan 
RichanNon.  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts.  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts.  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robt-rtson.Sir  G.Scott  (Bradf'd 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson.  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche.  Augustine  (Cork) 
Rtx>he.  John  (Galwav,  East) 


<  COMMONS} 

Roe,  Sir  Thomafl 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford.  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (WTiitechapel) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. . 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde)      | 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manchegter) ' 
Scott , A.  H.  ( Ashton-under-Lyne  [ 
Seavems.  J.  H. 

Seely,  Colonel  \ 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (StafiFord)    ■ 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. 
Snowden,  J. 
Son  res,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanlev,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.A.Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman.  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith^  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachev,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart.  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell.  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Tavlor.  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor.  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thoma<.  Abel  (Carmarthen.  E.) 
Thoma S.David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomasson.  Franklin 
Thompson,  .T.W.H.(Somerset.E 
Thome.  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Tomkinson,  James 
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Toolmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenAvT. 
Wason,  Rt.Hn.E.(Clackmam}*3 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkner  i 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartoii«hii¥) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath.  Xorth) 
Whitehead.  Rowland 
Whitley.  John  Henry  (Halifax  i 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  FUmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  V.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W,  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Ihirham,  Mid) 
Wilson.  J.  H.  (Mkidleslnvugh) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (AY<}ree9tcnb.N.> 
Wilson.  P.  W.  (St.  Pancru,2li 
Wilson,  W.  T.  ( We«thougiitoD) 
Wodehouse.  Lord 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Heniy 

Tellers  for  the  Ates—Mt. 
Joseph  Fease  and  Master  of 

Elibank. 


XOES. 


A.land-HLHvl.Rt.HuSirAIex.F. 
Anstriither-liray.  Major 
Arkwrijiht.  .Tohn  Stanhoj^ 
Ashlev,  W.  W. 

Aiibrey-Fletrher.Ri.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Rilcarros.  Lord 
Ba  Id  win .  St  :i  n :  ey 
B.inbury.  .*^ir  Freiieriok  George 
Barinii.Cai^t.Hu.l^.  Winchester 
Barrio.  H.  T.    Londondrrrv.'N.N 
Bo;ieh.Hn.MKh:tel  Huiih  Hiik< 
Rocket:.  }hm.  «ierva>o 
HicnoM.  Sir  Arthur 
B.^\vlo<.  ti.  >tow;iri 
BridiTenian.  W.  Civo 
Bu'.!.  Sir  Wi'.Ii.in:  .Times 
B'.irdot:-Cov.:i>.  W. 
B'.it'.hor.  S/iir.v.o'.  Honrv 
r.imnlv::,  R:.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
r.irlilo,  K.  H:\m^l 
C.ir>on.  Rt.  H.^r..  .<:r  Edw.  H. 
I'.ivo.  GooriTo 

<  ■'..:!.  Lv^n:  K.  MAry!eK«ne.  E. : 
'V. .» n;  Iv  r '. .» : r. ,  R !  H n  J .  A.  W o ro . 
I  "ivo.  Pir-.v  Ar.'h<r 


Coat  OS.  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
<  "oi'hrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Co^inc:^.  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm*gham) 
Court  ho  iv.  G.  Loyd 
i 'ra iir.<  'hi r les(  utx  is(  Antr im.S. ) 
Craijr.CaYtrtin  James  (Down.j^. 
<.'raik.  Sir  Henrj' 
Dairynip'-e.  Vi>i*ount 
1  lonuhty.  Sir  Goorce 
Do  •  :  a<.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers. 
Da  V  -'^s,  Arthur  Philip 
Pun-  in. Robert  ■  Lanark.Govan 
Fa  her.  fieorce  Denison  i  York> 
Faber.Capt.W.V.  \Hants,W., 
Fell.  Arthur 
iiardner.  Ernest 
<ivHvh.Henrk-  Cubit uPeckham^ 
Grot  ton.  John 
0'.iir.ne>s.  W,-.!ter  Edward 
H.irdy.LiMrenoe   Kent.Ashfrd 
H.irri?-'»n-Bro.id"ey.  H.  B. 
H.iy,  Hon.  « *!aTk!e  George 
He:!7:>lry.  Viscount 
Hi".!.  Sir  I'lement 
Hills  J.  W. 


Hope^James  Fitzalan(Sbeffield) 
Houston.  Robert  Fatenon 
Hunt.  Rowland 
Jo\-n»on-Hicks.  WilliaBi 
Kennaway.Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kerry.  Earl  of 
Keswick,  Wiliiam 
Lane-Fox.  G.  R. 
Law.  Andrew  Bonar  (Dnhriek) 
Lee. Arthur  H.tHants^areliui 
Lookwood.  Rt.Hii.Li.^oLA.B. 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Waher  (DaUmJI) 
Lowe.  Sir  Frmneii  \lllliam 
Lvttelton.  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MaeCaw.  William  J.  MacGca^ 
McArthur,  CliarScs 
McCalmoni.  Coknel  Tiiti 
Magnus.  Sir  Philip 
Mey^ey-Thomiwon.  E.  C- 
Middlemore^John  ^ 
Mildmay.  Franeis 
Moore.  William 
Morpeth.  Vis«ovnt 
Mornscn-Bell,  Captain 
Xicliolioii,  Wm.  dgUirfiH) 


Old'Aqe 

Hon.  Robert  Torrcn« 
erbert  Pike( Darlington 
,  Major  R.F. 
on,John  Frwlcrick  Peel 

*,a(Shoffiel(UEcclcsall) 
ihay,  Earl  of 
,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
ord.  \V.  W.  (Liverpool) 
l,Sir  Berkeley  ( »eorgeD. 
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,  Stanier,  Seville 

I  Starkey,  John  R. 

j  Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh 

I  Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

i  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

I  Thom8on,W.Mitoholl-  (Lanark) 

:  Thornton,  Perey  M. 

1  Tnko,  Sir  John  Batty 

j  Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 

I  Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid)? 
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Wilaon,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Younger,  George 

Tellers    for    the    Noks^— 
^Viscount   Valentia  and  Mr, 
Forster. 


tsell: 

jndment  proposed — 

page  6,  lino  30,  to  leave  out  the  word 
ipal.'  '*—{Mr.  Uoyd-Oeorge,) 


Question  put, 
be  made." 


'  That  the  Amendment 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  358  ; 
Noes,   90.     (Division  List^^^No.  160.) 


AYES. 


km,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

,  Goorge  William 

\.  Acland(Christchurch) 

Uharlos  P.  (Stroud) . 

ither-Gray,  Major  a  , 

rong,  W.  C.  Heaton 

I,  Thomas  Gair         -  \ 

h,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

•y,  John  Moir 

r,  Robert  (Lanark) 

r,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

r,  John 

/,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

V,  Percy  (Bedford)  j  ^ 

rd,  E.  B. 

S(i.  N. 

I,  Rowland  Hirst 

.  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Redmond  J. (Tyrone,N.) 
hamp,  E. 
A.  Cecil 
iichard 
•8,  Carlyon 

3ir  J.  William8(Dovonp'rt 
W.(T'wV  Hamlot8,S.(UH)) 
tt,  E.  N. 
Ige,  T.  H.  D. 
im,  Julius 

iUSirJH.(E88ex,Romrrd 
,1,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
,  Arthur  W. 
>n,  A.  C.  F. 
•man,  C.  W. 
tdon,  T.  A. 
h,  James 

John 
:,  J.  A. 

lehurst,  W.  B. 
3,  H.  C. 
e,  Stopford 

.er,  J.  F.  L.(Lanc8., Leigh) 
.er,RtHn  SirJ.T(Che8hire 
,  J.  Annan 

,nan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
S  E.  Haviland. 
reat,  W.  J.  D. 


Burt,iRt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles  j 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert  ' 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
(!!auston,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight  ' 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick  ' 

Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham  John  Frederick 
Cherry, Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
('hurcliill,Kt. Hon.  Winston  S. 
Clelaud,  J.  W. 
('lough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomloy 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W  , 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J.  ' 

Corbett,C  H  (Su88ox,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William  , 

Crosfield,  A.  H.  , :  • 

Crossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,David( Montgomery  ( '(>) 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
DavieSjM.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dowar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson,W.H.(St.Pancra8,N 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dillon,  John 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  ( '.  ( Barrow-in-Furness 
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H 


Duncan.Robort  (Lanark,Govan 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne)  | 
Dunne,  MajorE.Martin(  Walsall 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Findlay,  Alexander  '  'i«' 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh 
Fumoss,  Sir  Christopher    _  ' 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone, Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Gurdon,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B.j 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.  Hn.  L.(  RoBsendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.(Montro8e) 
Hardie,J.Keir(MorthyrTydvil 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc*r 
Harmsworth,  R  L.(Caithn*88.sh 
Hart- Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helmo,  Nerval  Watson 
Hendejrson,  Arthur  (Dnrbam) 
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HenderBon,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Amold(Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhou»e»  Charles  £.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Hooi»er,  A.  G. 
Homiman,  Emslic  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
lowarci,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson.  Walter  * 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hvde.  f 'laremlon 
Iiiris.  T.  H.  \V. 
I II in jr worth,  Penry  H. 
I>JLu:s,  Hiifiit«  Daniel 
J;ur)l,y.  Sir  JaiiH'H  Alfred 
Jurdiiu*.  Sir  J. 
Jrihn»><in,  Jrilin  (Giitr'shciul) 
Johnson.  \V.  ^NiiiiiNittin) 
J'HK--.  I>'if  L\j»i»l<-by}  ■. 
Jo\i«tt.  F.  W. 
Joyj".  Mi<lui<*l 
K*-kfw'u'\:.  SirOorjie 
K»*IK-y.  (liorp-  I). 
KHili-.  ThomiiH  Michael 
K  incairl.Sniith,  ( 'aptaiii 
Kifij.'.  Alfnd  J<»hn  (Knutsfonl) 
I^ii'll.iw.  i;ol>«Tt 
I^iriib.  Kim-t  H.  rRothenter) 
KiniU-it.  (Uorpi^v 
Ivufi(;nt,  Norrnan 
I^iw.  niii.'b  A.  (Donegal.  W.) 
I^iyi.Mid-  harratt .  Framis 
J>.i.-«-.Sji  Jowiph  F.^Aecrinpton 
l>-liiii;inn.  K.  ('. 
Jj-vy,  Sir  Muiirirf 
l>'wi-.  John  HerlKit 
L!oyd-^>nrif«%  Kt.  Hon.  Dnvid 
L/niL'b.  Ht.  Hon.  Thomas 
Lupton.  Arnold 
L'it.?r'-ll.  \\\i*jh  Fown*r 
Lv  !!.<  li.trlt-  H«iirv 
M.,.*lonild.  J.  ir  (l>iie=.ter, 
M  'I'-  k.i  rn«-  -  - .  Vr*  «!«•  i  i«  ■  ( ', 
M  I'  I'-.tn.  |i*in.i'd 
M:i'|»h*r-on.  J.  T. 
M:t«\Vijrh,  rii:iih  'I  nom't'al.  P'. ) 
'MTaMiini.  Ji.hnM. 
M'^'rae.  (:«•(» rifi* 
MKilloi..  \V. 

M'l-ir'-ri.  Sir<*.  K.  (I>i<fM«-r . 
M'Ltrr-n.  H.  II.  /Sfatford.  W.i 
MMi.k;ii-.  M^iJMrC. 
\\  iii«li-un.  Frf'dfTick 
Miil't.^  lii»!(sE. 
Mirkl.im.  Arihiir  Ba-il 
.\rirk«,  Cw  CroydoniLaMnoestcn 
M  irnham.  F.  J. 
Ma*on.  A.  E-  W.  M.'orentry^ 
M*i«-»ie,  J. 

M  merman.  C.  F.  Cr. 
M'-isher.  Miohael 
Mt'ohan.P.uri-  k  A.iQueon'<  Co. 
M  11 '»•■-.  Walter 
M.  kl-'Mi.  NiTh.iniol 
Mj.».ri.».r..-.k.  Wil'i-.m 
M.   v»\.-    V-i  V  A'.iort 


{COMMOXS}        ;, 

Mend,  A. 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Montgomery.  H.  O. 
Mooney,  J.  J. 

I  Morgan,  G.  Hav  (Cornwall) 
Morrell,  Philip' 
;  MorBe>  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleopha? 

Muldoon,  John 
j  Mumaghan,  George 
i  Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
j  Murray, Capt.HnA.r!  (Kincard. 
I  Murray,  James  (Aberdeen.  E.' 
I  Myer,  Horatio 
;  Nannctti.  JofcOjih  P. 

Xaj)ier,  T.  B. 
;  NewncH,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlawi 
:  Nicliolls,  George 

Ni(:holson,Charles  N.(DoncaM  T 
I  Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 
j  Norton,  ('aj>t.  Cecil  William 
I  Nuj.^riit.  Sir  Walter  Rirhard 
I  NiisM-y  Thrmaii  Willansj 
'  Nut  tall.  Harr>' 

( »*  Bi  i'-n.KendaKTipf  lerarj-;  M  id 

OM'.rien.  Patriek  ^KilkennyJ 

0'(  Vmnor,  John  (Kildan*.  N. . 
!  (n)olier«y,  Philip 
',  (rDDunell.  (".  J.  (Walworth  > 

()M)onnell.  T.  (Kcrrv.  W.J  ^ 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'.Malley,  Willinm 

Parker,  James  ( Halifax  1 

Partinjfton,  0>wald 
.  Pearee,  Bolert  (Staffs.  Lick« 

Pearce.  Willinm  (Umchrm-et 
'  Pear-on.  Sir  W.  I).  (Col-hcMeTJ 

Piarson  W.H.M.  (Suffolk.  Eyej 

Pliilipps,("(. I.Ivor  (S*th:im]-tcii) 
;  Philipps,  (iwrnC.  (Prmbrike) 
'  Phillips.  John  (IxnL'fofd.'S. ; 
.  Pit-kerj-jfill,  Kdwaid  Hare 

I'irie    J)iiiiran  V. 

Pi >1  lard.  Dr. 

Piiiii-onby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Priie,  Koliirt  JohniNurfolk.E.i 

Prie«.t|ev.  Arthur  ((iranthani) 

Priisilev  W.E.B.  (Bradfofd.E.i 

Haflfi.ni.  (;.  H. 

Kaiiiv,  A.  Holland 

Hapli.i*  1.  H«rUrt  H.  » 

R*:i.  F:ii--e!l  (GloueostcT) 

V^.i.  Will!  I  r  K 11^  "el  I  (Sr.irl  on.* 

R.ddv.  M 

R.  rii,i(        .Jnhn  E.  (Waterfoid) 

R^rdmond.  William  'C'larei     i 

Rf-ndall,  AtheKtan 

Ri-hanlson.  A. 

Rid-^dale,  E.  A. 

Robert*.  Charles  H.  <[ Lincoln > 

Roberta,  O.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robert?,  John  H.  (Denbigh?. 

Rob.  rt son. Sir  G. Scott ^Bradfrd 

Robinson.  S. 

Rob<on.  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Ro«?hr.  AMju'tine  (rork" 

n  -h-.  .T.-hn  iG»lw.\y.  E*-?, 

n  H^.  Sir  Th''»mi* 

Roeer*.  F-  E  Nt  wmm 


PeMumsBOL' 


m 


Bnncunan.  Bt.  Hon.  Walter 
RTitherford.  V.  H.  (Bftntiad) 
Samuel.  B,  M.  nThitechapel)  ^ 
Sc*™bric  k.  T.  T.  L 
Schwann.  C.  Ihmenn  (Hjdf) 
SchiTBmu  SirC.  £.(MaDchMter. 
ScotiJLH.  <  AFfatan-uiidn'-Lw 
Sf^Tem*.  J.  H. 
Seely.  Colonel 
Shackkton.  David  JuK» 
Shaw,  niarlef  Edv.  (Staffodi 
Sherfrell.  Arthur  Jamec 
Shipman.  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock.  ThomaF  Ball 
Sinclair.  Bi.  Hon.  Jobn 
Smeatcm.  Donald  Mackow 
Smrih.  Thomas  F.  (LritriBuF.) 
Snovden.  P.  | 

Soares.  Ezim  kt  J. 
Spjeer,  Sir  All<Tt 
Stanlev.  AlWrr  (Siafiit,X,T.) 
Stanley.  Hn.  A.LyTxli4i<CM.) 
Steadman.  W.  «.'.  » 

St  <w  ?.ri .  H  ji  1  ley  r  O recnork)  \ 
StevAn-SmiTLl  Ii.  (Kcndilj  ' 
Stra'  Ik-v.  Sir  Kdward 
Strau^.RS-  r>lik  End) 
.^trausf-.  E,  A.  i  A)*incdrai)  ^ 
Stuart.  ^HTM'*-  (Simdrrlaad) 
SurnxnerWll.  T. 
SmhfTlar:d.  J.  E. 
TarlcT.  John  W.  t  Dnrkaa) 
T^vlor,  Thf  f  dore  C.  (Badrliirt 
Tciman:.  H.  J  ( Brrmv^sUr) 
Thomas.  Al<-1  (Cai martin  E.1 
Th«  ma>.  J^avid  A!fiid(]|rrt|in 
Thcmasffn.  Franklin 
Thcm|><  n.  .l.W.H.iSr memlE 
Th<m^r«.W.  >liuhe)MIuuk} 
Ttiorne.  (;.  R.  (WoKeThjaftcB 
Tomkin£4:n.  .1riiDe« 
T'^uJmin.  Gf^orcr 
Vc  in*  y.  F.  W. 
WA^.ker.  H.  De  R.  (Leicfftcr) 
Wal-h.  Siff  htn 
W.Uier?,  .l«.hn  Tiadcr 
Wil-.nn.  .TiK«.|.h 
War  die.  CV<  tc«^  J. 
W.irinc.  W.i  her 
W.imer.  Thnrca*  Cnnrtnarl 
Wa^n.Rr.Hn.E  iflackBania 
Wa  «^n.  Ji  «hn  (  ai  hr  utl  i.trkaiTi 
Watorlov.  D.  S. 
Wan.  Henry  A. 
WedrwoocL  Jofiali  C-     •■ 
Weir.  Jame  s  G^Uonr 
White.  J.  D.  (DcmUrtcvAivl 
White.  Lab-  iTork.  E.  R.^ 
White  RMri.  k  <Me«tli.  Xoitk) 
Whitehead,  Rovizad 
<  Whitley.  .John  Hefiry(Halihi) 
AVhittaker.  Sir  TliomM  Mwf 
AVikf.  Tlioaiaa 
Williaou.  J.  (GUaotgM) 
Willianu.  CVmood  <MnioB(4) 
Wiluimscn.  A. 
Will«.  Arthur  Waltm 
WiUon,  Hon.  G.  C.  (HaLW.) 
Wil*on.  Henry  J.  (Yoffk.W.B.) 
Wil-cn.  Jchn  ^l»uika». Ikid)  \ 
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Filson,  J.  W.  (Worcestereh.N.) 
(^ilfton,  P.  W.  (St.  PaQcras,  S.) 
niacm,  W.  T.  (Wesihoughton) 


{ 1  July  1908} 


Wotxi,  T.  McKinnon 
Younger,  Georjze 
Yoxally  James  Ueiiry 


Pensions  Bill, 


m 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Mi* 
Joseph  Peade  and  Master 
of  Elibank. 


NOBS. 


iLeland-HoodRt.Hn.SirAlexF 
irkwright,  John  Stanhope 
iLshley,  W.  W 

Aubrey-Plotcher,Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Bmldwin,  Stanley 
Banbary  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bariiig,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N. 
Beaoh»Hn.Michaol  Hugh  Hicks 
Beokett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgemsn,  W.  Olive 
Burdeti-Cbutts,  W. 
Butoher,  Samuel  Henry 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.J.  H.  M. 
Gvlile,  K  Hildred 
Cbrson*  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  £dw.  H. 
Gkve,  George 

Oeoil,  Lord  R.  (Marylobone,  E.) 
dive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  Major  E.  F.(Lewi8ham) 
Colliiig8,Rt.Hn.  J.(Birm'gham) 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Oaig,Charlo8  Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,£.) 
Graik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dti  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 


Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W . ) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forstcr,  Henry  William 

Gardner,  Ernest 

CJooch, Henry  Cubitt(Peckha  m 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Georj^e 

Helmslcy,  Vi  scount 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,James  Fitzalan(Shefficld) 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

Keswick,  William 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lee, Arthur  H.(Hants,Farcham 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt.  rol.A.R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walt«r(Dublin,S) 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
L>ttelton.  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
McArthur,  Charles 
McCalmont,  Colonel  James 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Middlomore,John  Throgmorton 
Mild  may,  Francis  Bingham 
Moore,  William 


Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(PeterRfield) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebcnezer 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pi ke( Darlington 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Pee 
Renton,  Leslie 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Eccle sail 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool 
Sheffield,SirBerkeleyGeorge  D. 
Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Stafl'sh. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson,  A.  Stp.nley(York,E.R.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
WortleyRt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 

Tellebs  for  the  Nobs — Mr. 
(George  D.  Faber  and  Sir 
William  BuU. 


Sib  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk,  l  the  Isles  of  Scilly,  those  isles  shall  be  deemed 
N.)  :    On  a  point  of  order,   is  it   not  con-  !  ^^  ^°  *  county  and  the  council   of  those  isles 

traryto  all  rules  of  the  House  that  ^Y^^^^^^i^^^^^^^ox^n^^^^ 
teller    should    receive   the  bows   of   all 


Members  in  passing  without  removing 
his  own  hat  ? 


Question  put,  "  That  those  words  bo 
there  added."  • 


♦Mr.    CHAIRMAN:     I    daresay    in 
future  the  tellers  will  take  the  hint. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed —  i 

**  In  page  0,  line  41,  to  add  at  the  end  the  1 
words  *  (3)  In  the  application  of  this  Act  to  . 


Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Clause  12  agreed  to. 
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J<«rndHll,  AihclHtau 
Itriitoii,  Li'Hlie 
Jtiilsdalc,  E.  A. 
ilolKTl.s,  (luirlcri  11.  (LiiH'ulii) 
ItobiTts,  Jolin  H.  (I)cnbiglis.) 
KolwrlH,  S.  (Sheflield,Eec.le»all) 
KobcrtKoii,Sir  G.8coii(  Brudfrd 
Kobin.son,  H. 

KuImou,  Sir  Williuiu  Siiuwdon 
Iltxthe,  Au^tisiino  (Cork) 
Roche,  .1(i)in  (Oulway,  East) 
Hoc,  Sir  Thoiiijvs 
KoiialdHhay,  K«irl  of 
lloftiicr,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Runciman,  Ri.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  If.  (Brentford) 
vSamii(>l,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrirk,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  (-.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
S<!0tt,A.  H.(.'VHhton-under-Lyno 
Seavcmw,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  diaries  Edw.  (Stafford) 
ShofTie!<l,Sir  Berkeley  GeorgeD. 
Sherwell,  Arthur  «1aniC8 
Shipman,  ])r.  John  C 
Silrock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


{COMMONS} 

Snieaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Si)i«er,  Sir  Albert 
Stanicr^  Bevillo 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lynlph  (Chcsh.) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff'sh.) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
StrauH,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strau88,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radoliffe) 
Tonnant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (CJarmarthon,  E.) 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somersot,E 
Thomson, W.Mitchell  (Lanark) 
Thorne,  G.  R.  (WolyerhamptoD 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
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Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wa8on,Rt.Hn.E  (CUckmaiiiun 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  Jamca  Galloway 
White,  J.  D.  (DambartonskiR) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
I  White,  Patrick  (Mcath,  North) 
'  Whitehead*  Rowland 
;  Whitley,  John  Henry  (Hulifoi) 
I  Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Pkber 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  Osmond  (Mcriowth) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York,E.&.) 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HaU,W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbra^) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( WoroesterA.  K) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  FuienB,8.) 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Younger,  George 
Yozall,  Jamoa  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Am—Mr. 
Joseph  P^ase  and  Matter  ci 
Elibank. 


Anstruther-(irjiy,  Major 

Barnes,  (J.  N. 

Itarrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.)  ■ 

Bowerman,  C  W. 

Bridgeinan,  W.  C'live 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

(Vxjil,  Lord  R.  (Marylobone,  E.) 

Channinp,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

('ooi>er,  (i.  J. 

('()urtlM)}Ks  (i.  Loyd 

(Vaik,  Sir  Henry 

Dalryniple,  Viseoiint 

Doughty,  Sir  (ieorgo 

Duncan,  llolwrt  (Lanark,CfOvan 

(Jill,  A.  H. 

Ci lover,  Thomas 


NOES. 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Hall,  Frederick 

Hardie ,  J.  Keir(Morthy  rTyd  v  il ) 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hodge,  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kelley,  George  D. 

L«imb,  Ernest  H.  (Ro<ihester) 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

^fa^pherson,  J.  T. 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Itobcrt  Torrens 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 


!   Ra wlinson,  John  Frederick  hd 

<  Rutherford,  W.  AV.  (Uverpool) 

Shaokleton,  David  James 

Snowden,  P. 

SUnley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
.  Steadman,  W,  C. 

Summerbell,T. 
'  Taylor,  John  W.  (Durhan) 
;  Thoma8,DayidAlfred(M«rthyr) 

Walsh,  Stephen 
'  Wardle,  George  J. 
'  Willianu,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Wilson,  John,  (DmhAm,  Mid) 
:  Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhottghtw) 

Wolff,  Gnatay  Wilhelm 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Mr. 
George  Roberts  and  3fr. 
Charles  Duncan. 


Bill  reported,  a«  anicndod,  to  be  con- 
tiiidered  upon  Moiidav  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  2W.]  ' 

MAKKIKD    WOMEN'S     PRni'KKTV    HILL. 
Not  anieudcd  (by  the  Stiindinj?  ( oui- 
mittee).    considered  :       to    be    reiid    the 
third  time  upon  Moiiday  next. 


And,  it  bemg  after  half-past  Ekvoi 
of  tho  Clock,  Mr.  Speakbr  adjoanud 
tho  House  without  Question  put>  pu^ 
suant  to  tho  Standing  Older. 


Adjourned  at  ten 
Twelve   o*oloek. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS.  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Thursday,  2nd  July,  1908.  

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Reffulations  for  the  training  of  teachers 
for  elementary  schools.  (In  force  from 
1st  August,  1908). 

Code  of  regulations  for  public 
elementary  schools  in  Wales  (including 
Monmouthshire)  with  schedules,  1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARMY. 
Regulations  for  the  Territorial  Force 
and  the  County  Associations. 

CENSUS  OF  PRODUCTION  ACT,  1906. 
I      Rules  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Dated  1st  of  June  1908  ;   dated  19th  of 
I  June  1908. 

i 

;         PUBLIC   RECORDS  (TREASURY) 

I  (AFRICAN  COMPANIES). 

I  Schedule  containing  a  list  and 
particulars  of  classes  of  documents  among 
the  records  of  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany and  the  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  Africa,  which  have  been 
removed  from  the  office  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury 
and  deposited  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
but  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  public 
value  to  justify  their  preservation  therein. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

Swansea  Valley  Gas  Bill  [h.l.];  now 
Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill  rH.L.].  Commons 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Buckie  Burgh  and  Buckie  (Cluny) 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provi- 
licmal  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill.  Returned 
fix>m  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 
•greed  to. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.].  Reported  from 
the  Select  Committee  without  amendment, 
Buid  reK!ommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill.  Reported 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [h.  l.  ].  Read  2*  (accord- 
ing to  order),  and  (pursuant  to  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  ;  and  to  be  read  3'*  on 
Monday  next. 


Tramways    Order    Con- 
Read  3*  (according  to 
and    sent  to  the 


Lanarkshire 
firmation   Bill, 
order),    and 
Commons. 


Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1.)   [h.l.]  ;  Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  3.  Bill  [h.l.]  ;    Gas 
and    Water    Orders    Confirmation    Bill 
H.L.] ;    Gas    Orders    Confirmation   Bill 
H.L.J ;    Tramways  Order    Confirmation 
No.   2.)   Bill  [h.l.];   Education  Board 
!  ^Provisional  Confirmation  (London)  Bill 
[H.L.].   Amendments  reported  (according 
to  order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3^^  on 
Monday  next. 

VOL.  CXCL    [Fourth  Series.] 


LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILU 
Amendments  reported    (according   to 
order). 

[  The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
*  Lords,  the  first  Amendment  standing  in 
J  my  name  is  to  insert  the  word  "  yearly." 

That  is  a  purely  drafting  Amendment. 

There    are    two    similar    Amendments 

following   whieh   are   also   of  a    purely 

drafting  character. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  of,'  to 
insert  the  word  *  yearly.'  " — {The  Earl  of 
Camperdown.) 

I      On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

I      Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  4,  after  the  word  '  ieparate,' 
to  insert  the  word  *  yearly.' "—(ZAe  Earl  of 
Camperdoicn.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
2  I 
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Amendment  moved — 


"  In  page  3,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  the,*  to 
insert  the  word  *  yearly/ "—(TAe  Earl  of 
Camperdoivn.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
liOrds,  my  next  Amendment  is  in  Clause 
4,  page  3,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "  say  "  to  the  words  "  Valuation 
Acts  "  on  page  4,  line  5,  and  to  insert  a 
long  Amendment  which  I  shall  ask  your 
Lordships  to  allow  me  to  explain.  The 
Amendment  itself  is  an  important  one, 
and  is  intended  to  deal  with  the  case  of 
the  man  who  unreasonably  withholds  land 
from  building  in,  or  in  the  neighbourhood 
of,  a  town. 

I  must  be  allowed  to  remind  your 
Lordships  of  what  occurred  on  May  14th, 
when  we  were  in  Committee.  On  that 
occasion  my  noble  friend  Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh  had  moved  certain  words 
which  I  proposed  to  omit,  and  your  Lord- 
ships finally  agreed  to  omit  those  words. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  the  result  of  that 
might  be  to  leave  entirely  undealt  with 
the  case  of  the  man  who  unreasonably 
withholds  land  from  building.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
appealed  to  this  side  of  the  House.  He 
stated  that  that  was  the  result,  in  his 
opinion,  of  what  wo  had  done,  and  he 
said  himself  that  he  thought  it  was  a  very 
difficult  case  to  deal  with  in  view  of  the 
action  the  Committee  had  taken,  and  that 
he  was  not  willing  to  attempt  to  find  the 
words  himself,  because  the  Bill  in  its 
new  shape,  annual  value  having  been 
substituted  for  capital  value,  was  not 
such  as  he  personally  approved.  It 
was  replied  from  this  side  of  the 
House  that  we  did  not  wish  in 
any  way  to  support  the  man  who  could 
be  proved  to  be  unreasonably  withholding 
from  building  land  which  actually  at  the 
moment  was  suited  and  required  for 
building ;  and  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  as  well  as 
others  on  this  side  of  the  House,  said 
that  if  words  could  be  devised  they  would 
be  quite  willing  to  give  them  their 
favourable  consideration. 

Since  then  this  matter  has  been  taken 
into  serious  consideration,  and  the 
result  is  the  Amendment  which  I  have 
now  placed  on  the  Paper.  AVith  regard 
to  the  first  of  the  Amendments,  your 
Lordships  will  observe  that  I  have  struck 


{LORDS}  (SccUani)  BUL  904 

out  the  whole  of  the  present  definitkn 
and  inserted  a  new  definition.  The  new 
definition  includes  a  good  deal— in  fact, 
in  substance  nearly  M — of  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  it  proposes  to  take  the 
place,  and  I  put  it  in  that  form  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  Amendment  more 
simple  and  more  clear  to  the  House, 
so  that  everyone  could  undentand  it 
merely  by  reading  it.  I  thought  that 
was  preferable  to  putting  down  a  series 
of  small  Amendments  proposing  to  leare 
in  certain  parts  and  to  leave  out  certain 
others.  I  propose  to  read  my  Amend- 
ment to  your  Lordships,  and  to  comment 
briefly  on  the  important  words  as  I  pan 
I  move  to  insert  the  words — 

"  *  Yearly  land  value '  means  &nch  put  <tf 
the  yearly  rent  or  value  of  any  landi  or 
herittiges  as  is  fairly  attributahle  to  the  lud 
alone,  (1)  divesied  of  buUdings,  erecti(MH,Qr 
improvements  of  whatever  nature  on,  in,  or 
under  the  soil,  woods,  fixed  or  attadied 
machinery,  and  work  of  drainage  and  of  le 
clamation,  making  up,  levelling,  and  the  like^ 
where  the  benefit  tliereof  is  unexhaoited  at 
the  time  of  valuation." 

That  was  in  the  original  Bill,  and  rab- 
section  (1)  stands  as  it  was.  TImd 
follows — 

"(2)  Subject  to  all  building  restrictioiii^ 
servitudes,  and  contracts  imposed  thereon  or 
existing  in  relation  thereto." 

The  words  "  subject  to  all  building  re- 
strictions and  servitudes/'  were  inserted 
by  your  Lordships  in  Committee,  and 
the  additional  words  ''and  contracts 
imposed  thereon  or  existing  in  relatioo 
thereto,"  I  have  been  advised  are  nscei- 
sary  to  be  inserted.  Now  comes  the 
important  proviso — 

"  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  land  proved  to 
be  required  in  the  public  interest  at  the  ti 
'ibuilcJ* 


of  valuation  forjbuildinc  or  industrial  pari 
and  to  be  uiireasonaDly  withheld  Rora 
for  such  purposes,  the  yearly  land  value  iIiiU 
be  estimateu  as  if  such  land  were  in  dm  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid." 

Your  Lordships  will  observe  that  ihit 
goes  a  very  long  way — in  fact,  I  do  not 
know  how  it  could  well  go  further— in 
the  direction  of  enabling  land  to  be 
assessed,  or,  at  all  events,  to  be  Taloed, 
which  is  being  withheld  unreasonably. 
The  main  difference,  I  think,  is  in  tJie 
word  "proved."  We  held — and,  if  my 
memory  serves  me  rightly,  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  agreed* 
that  in  these  cases  where  it  was  proposed 
to  assess  a  man  on  more  than  he  received 
the    onus    of  proof   should    lie  on  the 
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^^aaeeaoT    and   not    on    the   man   whose 
property  was  going  to  be  valued. 

The  next  word  is  "  required."  It  is  | 
not  sufficient  that  the  land  should  be  I 
eaitable.  Acting  on  the  principle  which  | 
this  House  asserted  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  the  Bill,  it  is  provided  that  the  land 
most  not  only  be  suitable  but  must  be 
required,  and  must  be  required  at  the 
moment  of  valuation.  It  is  not  enough  to 
«ay,  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  Bill 
proposed,  that  we  are  simply  to  take  the 
purchase  value  because  the  purchase  value 
embraces  everything,  prospective  as  well 
as  present  What  we  say  is  that  it  must 
be  actually  required  at  the  time  of 
valuation  for  building  or  industrial 
purposes,  and  it  must  be  required  in  the 
public  interest.  By  that  I  do  not  mean  for 
public  buildings,  but  that  it  is  in  the  public 
interest  that  there  should  be  buildings 
upon  that  land  and  in  that  particular 
district ;  and  also  it  must  be  proved  that 
the  land  is  unreasonably  witheld  from  us 
for  such  purposes.  Surely  before  land  is 
valued  on  this  excessively  high  valua- 
tion it  is  right  that  the  owner  should  be 
proved  to  be  witholding  it  unreasonably, 
whether  the  question  be  one  of  price  or  I 
anything  else.  The  question  as  to  what  | 
is  unreasonable  will,  of  course,  rest  in  the 
bands  of  the  ultimate  Appeal  Court,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  that  Amendment,  as 
I  have  described  it  to  your  Lordships, 
^oes  a  great  length  in  the  direction  of 
redressing  the  grievance  which  is  said  to 
exist.  I  say  "  said  to  exist "  because  your 
Lordships  will  recollect  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  do  not  believe  that 
there  were  many  of  these  people.  What 
we  say  is  that,  if  it  can  be  proved  that 
there  are  such,  we  have  no  desire  to 
shield  or  shelter  them  ;  and  it  is  for  that 
reason,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  that  we 
are  willing  to  go  beyond  the  rent  actually 
being  received  at  the  moment.  That,  as 
I  say,  is  the  most  important  part  of  the 
Amendment,  and  it  is  to  that  proposal 
that  your  Lordships  will,  I  presume, 
mainly  direct  your  attention. 

Now  follow  certain  exceptions.  These 
are  necessary,  because  if  you  do  not  have 
any  exceptions  Whatever  from  this  rule 
it  might  be  made  imperative  upon  a  man 
to  build  over  every  bit  of  land  he 
possesses  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  a  villa 
which  has  an  eighth  of  an  acre  round  it. 
If  there  is  a  heavy  assessment  on  site 


value  the  result  will  be  to  promote  what 
everyone  is  agreed  ought  to  be  prevented 
as  far  as  possible — namely,  congestion. 
The  exceptions,  four  in  number,  are — 

"  Land  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  unreason- 
ably withheld  from  use— 

"(I)  which  is  maintained  as  an  open  space 
or  recreation  ground." 

I  do  not  think  any  objection  will  be 
taken  to  that.  It  was  recognised  in  the 
Scottish  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  trouble  your  Lordships  in 
regard  to  it. 

**('2)  Which  is  required  for  the  amenity  or 
convenience  of  a  dwelling-house." 

Those  words,  too,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Scottish  Land  Bill  of  the  present  year, 
and  they  embrace  such  cases  as  I  men- 
tioned a  moment  ago  of  villas  and  other 
houses  which  have  round  them  a  quantity 
of  land  necessary  for  their  amenity  or 
convenience.  It  is  a  point  which  has 
been  generally  recognised  in  Scottish 
legislation. 

**  (3)  Which  is  required  for  the  preservation 
of  any  buildings  of  historic  or  architectural 
interest.'* 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
trouble  your  Lordships  on  that  point. 
The  fourth  exception  is  rather  an  im- 
portant one — 

"  (4)  The  maintenance  of  which  in  its  exist- 
ing condition  is  for  the  general  advantage  of 
the  community." 

That  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should  enlarge  upon 
it.  Then  follows  a  proviso  which 
appeared  in  the  Bill  when  it  was  originally 
introduced  and  which  we  accepted  in 
Committee — 

**  Provided  further  that  where  the  assessor 
considers  that  any  restriction,  servitude,  or 
contract " — 

the  word  "  contract,"  of  course,  is  new — 

"  Created  after  the  passinjf  of  this  Act  has 
been  created  in  order  to  defeat  this  Act  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  him  (without  prejudice  to 
the  appeal  to  which  any  person  aggrieved  is 
entitled)  to  disrejjard  such  restriction,  servi- 
tude, or  contract." 

I  think  I  have  now  fully  explained  the 
Amendment.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  said  he  would  give  a  very  fair  con- 
sideration to  any  words  which  met  this 
difficult}'.  We  do  not  deny  that  on 
paper,  at  all  events,  the  difficulty  exists, 
and  we  have  done  our  best  to  meet  it. 
I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment  standing 
^  in  my  name. 

2  12 
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Amendmont  moved — 

••  In  page  3,line  26,  to  leave  out  from  tlie 
word  '  sav  *  to  the  words  *  Valuation  Act ' 
on  page  4,  line  5,  and  to  insert  the  wo^d^< 
'yearly  land  value '  means  such  part  of  the 
yearly  rent  or  value  of  any  lands  or  heritages 
as  Is  fairly  attributable  to  the  land  alone  ; 
(1)  divestetl  of  buildings,  erections,  or  im- 
provements of  whatever  nature  on,  in,  or 
under  the  soil,  wooils,  fixed  or  attached 
machinery,  and  work  of  drainage  and  of 
reclamation,  making  up,  levelling,  and  the 
like,  where  the  beneht  thereof  is  unexhausted 
at  the  time  of  valuation  ;  and  (2)  subject  to 
all  building  restrictions,  servitudes,  and 
contracts  iniiiosetl  thereon  or  existing  in 
relation  tliereto.  Provided  that  in  the  case 
of  land  provetl  to  be  re<niired  in  the  public 
interest  at  ihe  time  of  valuation  for  buihling 
or  industrial  purposes,  and  to  be  unreasonably 
withheld  from  use  for  such  purposes,  the 
yearly  land  value  shall  l)e  estimated  as  if 
such  land  were  in  use  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said. Land  phall  not  be  deemed  to  be  un- 
reasonably withheM  from  use  ;  (1)  which  is 
maintaineil  as  an  open  space  or  recreation 
ground ;  or  (2)  which  is  required  for  the 
amenity  or  convenience  of  a  dwelling-hou<e  ; 
or  (3)  which  is  rec^uired  for  the  preservation 
of  any  buildings  of  historic  or  architectural 
interest ;  or  (4)  the  maintenance  of  which  in 
its  existing  condition  is  for  the  general 
advantage  of  the  community.  Providetl 
further  that  where  the  assessor  considers  that 
any  restriction,  servitude,  or  contract  created 
after  the  ])as8ing  of  this  Act  has  been  created 
in  order  to  defeat  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  him  (without  preju<lice  to  the  api)eal  to 
which  any  person  aggrieved  is  entitled)  to 
disregard  such  restriction,  sei"vitude,  or  con- 
tract. " — (r/<€  Earl  of  Camj)€rdown,) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  I  think  it  will  be 
convenient  for  debate  if  I  put  the  Question 
in  the  form  "  that  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause," 
and  then  afterwards  put  the  Question 
"  that  the  other  words  be  there  inserted." 
As  this  is  practically  a  Second  Reading 
as  well  as  a  Committee  stage,  it  might 
be  convenient  that  we  should  debate  the 
matter  on  both  those  Questions.  I  think 
I  ought  to  take  part  at  once  in  the  discus- 
sion upon  the  very  interesting  proposal 
of  the  noble  P]arl.  The  Amendment  only 
deals  with  one  part  of  the  subject  of 
valuation,  which  of  itself  is  a  small  part 
of  the  whole  subject  of  rating — a  subject 
that  has  been  before  your  Lordships 
already. 

liCt  me  just  say,  before  going  straight 
to  the  Amendment  now  before  the  House, 
that  I  think  the  noble  p]arl  has  a  little 
misapprehended  what  I  think  I  have 
said.     It  is  not  mainly  a  question  of  the 


holding  up  of  land  that  requires  valuation' 
I  think  there  ought  also  to  be  the  meaDS 
of  putting  a  special  rate  upon  any  in- 
creased value  by  reason  of  public  expen- 
diture, and  also,  which  practically  is 
the  same  thing,  any  increased  value 
hereafter  acciniing  annually  from  the 
growth  of  a  city  or  town  in  which  the 
land  is  situated.  I  am  not  going  to 
enlarge  upon  that  subject,  but  I  mention 
the  point  in  order  to  guard  against 
misapprehension.  There  is  also,  in  my 
view,  a  necessity  for  rating  appropriately 
and  according  to  the  value  land  which  i8 
not  built  upon  at  the  present  time  or  not 
used  for  industrial  purposes  at  the  present 
time,  and  that  is  the  sole  point  with  which 
the  noble  EarFs  Amendment  deals.  I  will, 
therefore,  confine  myself  to  that  point  in 
the  obser\'ations  I  shall  offer  to  the 
House. 

I  must  do  the  Amendment  the  justice 
of  saying  that  it  has  been  carefully  con- 
sidered and  is  skilfully  drawn,  and  when 
I  read  it  first  I  came  to  regard  some  por- 
tions of  it  with  great  satisfaction.  The 
Amendment  assumes  that  it  is  possible- 
nay,  that  it  ought  to  be  done— to  rate 
the  site  value  apart  from  the  composite 
value  of  site  and  buildings  together.  That 
is,  indeed,  satisfactory,  because  that  is  a 
point  upon  which  there  was  consider- 
able controversy  when  the  Bill  in  its 
earlier  stages  was  before  the  House. 
At  all  events,  the  noble  Earl  now 
agrees  with  us  that  that  can  be  done. 
Secondly,  the  noble  Earl  proposes  to 
apply  the  provision  to  land  other  than 
building  land — to  land  used  for  industrial 
pui*|)oses  also.  The  noble  Earl  speaks  of 
land — 

''divested of  ....  work  of  drainage  and 
of  reclamati«>n,  making  up,  levelling,  and  the 

Accordingly,  he  contemplates  the 
possibility  of  applying  a  site  value  to  land 
which  is  not  building  land  but  which  ia 
reclaimed  land  for  example.  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  to  draw  that  inference  from 
the  Amendment. 

In  addition  the  Amendment  proposes^ 
and  I  think  most  justly,  that  restrictions 
on  the  use  of  land  created  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  shall  be  disregarded. 
That  is  a  point  as  to  which  some  objec- 
tion has  been  tiken,  but  the  noble  iSurl, 
very  wisely  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
admits  that  in  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
his  Amendment.     Finally,  my  Lords,  I 
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notice    with    great    pleasure    that    the  | 
Amendment  provides   that    the    yearly  i 
land  value  is  to  be  estimated  as  if  the 
land  were  in  use  for  building  or  industrial 
purposes.       That      is     a     hypothetical 
valuation,    and    I    am    very    glad      it 
should  be  recognised  that  that  is  practic- 
able ;  also,  I  am  glad  that  it  should  be 
recognised    that    the    proper   valuation 
should  be,  not  as  it  is,  but  as  it  would  be,  | 
if  it  were  put  to  a  beneficial  use  of  that  i 
kind,   subject,   I   know,   to    limitations. 
Now  those  points  do,  I  think,  constitute 
a  step  forward   towards   agreement,    if 
agreement  be  ultimately  obtained,  upon 
this   subject.     Unless   certain  principles 
are  admitted  agreement  is  impossible,  and 
the  noble  HIarl  has  made  a  considerable 
advance  in  regard  to  those  four  points. 

But  there  are  objections  to  this  Bill, 
upon  one  of  which  I  need  not  dwell  for  I 
did  so  at  length  on  the  last  occasion.  I 
refer  to  annual  value.  We  fought  that 
battle  out,  and  the  majority  of  your 
Lordships  were  hostile  to  the  view  of 
capital  value.  We  remain  of  the  same 
opinion  as  to  capital  value;  but  I  will 
not  go  into  that  discussion  again  as  the 
House  is  not  likely  to  change  its  opinion. 
But  that  is,  of  itself,  an  objection  which 
goes  to  the  very  root  and  fouiidation  of 
the  Amendment,  and  constitutes  an 
insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  agreeing  to  this 
clause.  There  is  one  other,  it  seems  to 
me,  fatal  blot  in  the  Amendment.  The 
noble  Earl  proposes  that  there  shall  be  a 
valuation  only  in  the  case  of  land — 

**  Prove<l  to  be  required  in  the  public 
intertfst  at  tlie  time  of  valuation  for  building 
or  industrial  purposes,  and  to  be  unreasonably 
withlield  rrom  use  for  such  puri>o?*e8." 

That  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  view 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  enter- 
tain in  r»*gard  to  vacant  land.  1  do  not 
think  I  have  ever  said  anything  about 
land  unreasonably  withheld,  nor  am  I 
quite  sure  how  you  could  determine  this. 
The  point  I  have  endeavoured  to  put 
before  the  House  is  that  there  ought 
to  be  fair  play  between  ratepayers  within 
each  rating  area.  If  one  man  has  built 
a  house  niwn  his  land  worth  so  much  a 
year  and  the  other  man  has  not  built  a 
house,  and  for  that  reason  receives  only 
a  nominal  rent  for  his  land,  as  between 
ratepayer  and  ratepayer,  one  of  them  has 
a  value  of  £1,000,  and  the  other  a  value 
of  XI, 500 ;  yet  one  pays  on  £50  a  year 


and  the  other  on  £3  a  year.  I  ask  your 
Lordships  whether  that  is  fair  as  between 
one  ratepayer  and  another. 

There  is  no  complaint  made  in  the 
sense  of  accusing  a  man  of  any  criminal 
or  immoral  conduct  in  not  building  upon 
his  land.  That  is  not  the  ground  on 
which  this  V^aluation  Bill  proceeds,  nor 
the  ground  on  which  ultimate  rating  is 
contemplated.  The  point  is  that  these 
two  people  possess  property  of  a  certain 
value,  and  one  is  rated  in  reference  to  the 
real  value  of  his  property  and  the  other 
i»  not.  The  reason  that  happens  is  that 
the  basis  of  rating  at  the  present  time  is 
what  a  property  would  let  for,  year  by 
year,  to  a  tenant.  Of  course,  property 
which  is  not  built  upon  and  is  let  year  by 
year  to  a  tenant  in  a  town  will  only 
bring  its  agricultural  value,  and  it  is 
because  the  annual  use  governs  the  value 
that  the  owner  is  not  rated  as  he  ought 
to  be.  The  basis  of  our  proposals,  the 
whole  pith  of  our  contention,  is  that 
people  should  be  rated  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  the  property  they  possess. 
That  is  entirely  disregarded  in  this 
Amendment ;  there  is  to  be  valuation  of 
land  as  if  it  were  in  use  for  building,  that 
is  to  say,  not  agricultural  value,  but  only 
where  it  is  proved  to  be  required  for 
building  and  to  be  unreasonably  withheld. 
That  is  penalising  a  man  for  doing  what 
he  thinks  right  in  regard  to  his  own 
property.  A  man  of  business  might  say 
he  would  reserve  his  land  for  'probably 
five  or  six  years,  when  its  value  would  he 
increased,  but  it  would  be  a  strange  thing 
to  say  that  the  value  for  rating  purposes 
should  depend  upon  whether  he  had 
acted  in  a  manner  the  assessors  considered 
reasonable.  I  venture  to  think  that  a  more 
dangerous  principle  than  that  of  taxing 
a  man  according  to  his  conduct,  for  that 
is  what  it  is,  could  hardly  be  imagined ; 
and  I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  noble  Earl  intends  any  great  develop- 
ment to  be  given  to  the  doctrine  of  which 
the  germ  lurks  in  this  Amendment. 

The  real  point  to  be  faced  is  this.  Is 
the  House  prepared  to  treat  this  as  a 
question  of  the  value  of  property  1  The 
(question  as  to  what  rate  you  are  going 
to  put  on,  and  whether  you  are  going  to 
put  the  rate  on  the  full  rateable  value 
does  not  enter  into  this  Bill.  The 
exemption  of  parks  and  gardens  and 
amenities  does  not  arise  under  the  Bill 
The  question  is  whether  the  House  will 
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enable  a  valuation  to  be  so  ascertained  ,  fact,  1  believe  most  of  those  words  wer» 
that  men  can  be  taxed  according  to  the  suggested  by  the  Leader  of  the  Oppoti- 
real  value  of  their  property.  It  has  ,  tion  in  the  other  House  and  accepted  by 
nothinof  to  do  with  whether  they  have  the  Government.  I  hope  it  will  be 
acted  reasonably  or  unreasonably.  1  acknowledged  that  the  particular  defini- 
might  offer  other  criticisms  upon  the  |  tion  of  land  value  is  not  conceived  by  tbe 
Amendment,  but  they  would  he  minor  brain  of  the  noble  Earl,  but  is  actuaUy 
cribicisms.  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  taken  from  the  Bill.  - 1  regard  that  point 
the  Government  feel  an  insuperable  >  as  one  of  extreme  importance,  because 
objection  to  the  substitution  of  yearly  ,  that  subsection  is  very  much  more  favour- 
land  value  for  capital  value ;  and,  able  to  the  owner  of  agricultural  land 
secondly,  our  opinion  is  that  people  ought  than  according  to  the  form  in  which  it 
to  be  rated  according  to  their  property  I  was  introduced ;  and  I  would  point  out 
and  not  according  to  their  conduct.  |  that,  although  the  noble  Earl  is  altering 

J  some  words  in  the  clause,  he  is  not  pro- 

*LoRD  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH : '  posing  any  alteration  at  all  in  that  rob- 
My  Lords,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  |  section, 
words  in  regard  to  the  comments  that  we 

have  just  heard  from  the  noble  and  [  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
learned  Lord.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  |  Woolsack  then  said  that  the  particular 
even  the  modified  approval  of  some  !  Amendment,  however  good  it  might  be 
parts  of  the  Amendment  to  which  the  I  for  a  limited  purpose,  dealt  with  only  one 
noble  and  learned  Lord  gave  expression,  j  part  of  the  larger  question,  and  that  le 
In  my  opinion,  the  noble  Earl  who  j  far  as  he  and  the  Government  were  con- 
has  moved  this  Amendment  took  a  cerned  they  wanted,  not  only  to  deal 
wise  and  convenient  course  in  putting  j  with  the  question  of  the  holding  up  of 
down  his  Amendment  as  a  whole,  instead  j  land,  but  to  get  back  public  expenditure, 
of  a  great  number  of  small  Amendments  and  to  go  dangerously  near  the  accept- 
changing  words  here  and  there.  In  its  ance  of  the  doctrine  of  the  taxation  of 
present  form  the  Amendment  shows,  in  '  the  unearned  increment.  The  noble  and 
a  connected  whole,  the  real  intention  of  |  learned  Lord  shakes  his  head,  but  he  cer- 
my  noble  friend.  If  I  may  say  so,  I  tainly  said  that  he  wanted  to  get  some- 
think  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  '  thing  back  from  the  value  which  was  wt 
Woolsack  failed  to  realise,  or  to  let  the  '  by  the  landlord  owing  to  the  growth  of  a 
House  see  that  he  realised,  that  a  great  city  or  town.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
deal  of  the  phraseology  of  the  Amend-  ,  unearned  increment  and  nothing  else.  If 
ment  is  actually  a  (quotation  from  the  you  are  going  to  take  parcels  of  hind 
Bill.  The  nol)le  and  learned  Lord  com-  '  which  have  improved  in  value  on  account 
raented,  for  example,  upon  the  sub- 1  of  the  growth  of  a  town,  then  you  must 
section  which  speaks  of  a  site  value  also,  I  think,  take  some  account  of  the 
**  divested  of  buildings,  erections,  or  ■  parcels  of  land  which  have  been 
improvements,"  and  so  on.  The  whole  diminished  in  value  by  the  shifting  of  the 
of  that  subsection  is  taken  from  the  Bill  population  ;  in  other  words,  if  you  are 
as  it  stands.  ,  going  to  raise  the  question  of   taking 

some  part  of    the  unearned  increment, 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR :  I  ex-  you  will  certainly  in  fairness  involve 
pressed  my  gratification  at  the  acceptance  yourselves  in  the  difficulty  of  having  to 
of  it.  What  I  meant  to  do  was  to  judge  when  a  man  has  made  a  bad  invest- 
signify  how  pleased  I  was  that  we  were  '  ment  from  want  of  foresight  and  has  lost 
agreed  upon  these  things.  ,  his  money.     My  position  upon  the  point 

is  that  it  is  a  mischievous  thing  to  specu- 

*Lour)  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I  late  in  land  near  a  city  or  town,  I  do 
am  afraid  that  comment  is  not  quite  right,  not  believe  there  is  anything  like  so  much 
because  this  subsection  was  not  in  the  profit  made  out  of  it  as  is  commonly 
Bill  as  the  Government  draughtsman  represented ;  but,  if  you  are  going  to  tax 
produced  it  to  the  other  House  of  the  unearned  increment  of  land,  why 
Parliament.  The  subsection  was  evolved  are  you  not  to  make  a  special  tax 
al)out  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  dis-  or  rate  upon  the  unearned  increment 
cussion  in  Cunnnittee  between  the  two  in  respect  of  any  other  kind  of  pro- 
sides  uf  the  H■u^5e,  and,  as  a  matter  of    perty  ?     That  seems  to  me  a  perfect^ 
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inadmissible  proposal,  and,  therefore 
I  am  not  moved  by  the  condemnation 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  of  this 
Amendment  on  the  ground  that  it  docs 
not  do  anything  to  secure  that  object. 

I  turn  to  the  question  of  public  ex- 
penditure. That,  so  far  as  Scotland  is 
ooncemed,  falls  entirely  to  the  ground. 
I  admit  that  in  cases  where  leasehold  is 
the  predominant  method  of  building, 
where  it  is  not  done  by  feu  but  by  lease- 
hold, and  where,  during  the  currency  of 
the  lease,  an  expenditure  has  been  met 
out  of  the  rates  which  are  levied  on  the 
leaseholder,  then  under  those  circum- 
stances there  is  a  sort  of  case  for  taking 
back  by  means  of  a  special  rate  upon 
property  much  improved  by  expenditure 
drawn  from  the  leaseholder  when  it  falls 
into  the  hands  of  the  ground  landlord. 
That,  so  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned, 
falls  absolutely  to  the  ground,  because 
any  rate  for  improvement  upon  suburban 
property  falls  not  upon  the  occupier  but 
upon  the  owner.  I  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and 
other  large  cities,  and  in  the  division  of 
urban  rates  between  owner  and  occupier, 
rates  for  improvements  which  add  to  the 
▼alue  of  the  land  supposed  to  be  held 
up  are  levied  on  the  owner  and  not  on 
the  occupier ;  therefore,  there  is  no 
ground  for  the  allegation  that  the  owner 
who  holds  up  his  land  for  a  certain  time 
and  then  puts  it  out  for  building  does 
make  a  profit  by  public  expenditure. 

In  two  portions  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  speech  he  shed  a  tear 
over  the  excision  of  capital  value.  I 
do  not  want  to  labour  the  point.  I 
am  quite  certain,  as  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  himself  is,  he  will  not 
convert  this  House  to  rating  upon 
capital  value  ;  but  I  would  remind  him 
that  last  autumn  the  late  Prime  Minister 
did  not  put  the  same  amount  of  stress 
upon  the  question  of  capital  value. 
There  was  a  discussion  in  the  Press 
between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
myself  as  to  whether  I  had  personally 
taken  a  wise  and  fair  course  in  advising 
that  the  Bill  should  be  rejected  last 
year,  and  the  point  that  he  took  was 
that  I  was  committed  in  my  Report  to 
rating  upon  capital  value.  I  pointed 
out  tbe  fact  that  that  was  not  the  case. 
There  is  not  one  word  of  suggestion  or 


support  of  rating  on  capital  value  in  any 
part  of  the  Local  Taxation  Commission's 
Report.  The  late  Prime  Minister  did 
not  stop  there,  for  he  said — 

**  Even  if  these  proposals  were  all  that  you 
say  of  them,  they  would  still  remain  matters  for 
consideration  in  Committee." 

And  the  matters  to  which  he  referred 
were  the  adoption  of  capital  or  real 
value  instead  of  annual  value  as  the 
basis  of  assessment. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the  real 
difficulty  in  which  we  are  placed  in 
regard  to  this  Bill  is  that  very  different 
and  diverse  accounts  of  it  have  been 
given  by  members  of  the  Grovemment 
when  they  have  been  speaking  outside 
Parliament.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
says  that  it  is  fair  to  take  into  account 
the  value  of  one  man's  property  and  that 
of  another  ;  and  the  instance  he  gave 
was  just  the  instance  which  I  humbly 
submit  to  the  House  is  the  one  which 
shows  the  extreme  inexpediency  of 
rating  upon  a  value  which  might  be  got 
if  the  land  was  put  up  for  the  purpose 
but  which  there  is  no  intention  of  getting. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  gave  us  the 
instance  of  one  man  having  built  over  his 
land  while  the  other  had  not ;  in  the 
case  of  the  acre  of  land  not  built  over, 
the  man  would  be  rated  at  about  £3  ; 
whereas  the  other  person  would  be  rated 
on  the  annual  revenue  he  was  obtaining. 
But  if  you  carry  that  to  its  logical  con- 
clusion and  rate  every  open  space  in 
or  near  a  town  or  city  at  a  figure  which 
it  might  produce  if  put  to  other  purposes, 
you  will  take  the  very  worst  possible  step 
for  encouraging  the  policy  of  maintainng 
open  spaces.  You  will  make  it  so  tre- 
mendously expensive  to  do  it  as  to  put 
it  absolutely  beyond  the  reach  of  .  the 
average  man,  and  instead  of  spreading 
buildings  over  a  large  area  with  open 
spaces,  which  is  the  wisest  and  most 
healthy  policy,  you  will  tend  to  the 
production  of  what  are  called  "  sky- 
scrapers," to  the  piling  of  one  storey 
on  to  another  so  as  to  save  the  rating 
upon  the  site  value.  That  is  perfectly 
obvious  and  cannot  be  denied. 

The  grievance  that  is  pleaded  from 
time  to  time  by  those  who  support  the 
rating  of  land  which,  as  they  say,  is 
unreasonably  held  up,  is  this — ^that 
people  are  waiting  on  for  a  value  which 
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at  the  present  time  it  would  not  produce. 
If  you  cany  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  policy  to  its  logical  conclusion 
it  really  m^ans  the  rating  of  every  piece 
of  land  which  ten,  fifty,  sixty,  or  100 
years  hence  might  be  exposed  for  build- 
ing purposes.  I  quite  agree — I  have 
said  so  before,  and  I  say  it  now — that  if 
there  are  places  wh^ch  are  surrounded 
by  buildings  and  which  are  being  un- 
reasonably held  up,  then  it  is  quite  fair 
to  penalise  the  owner  to  the  extent  of 
rating  him  upon  what  he  might  get  for  it. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  may  say  that  that  is  rating 
on  account  of  conduct.  I  see  another 
way  of  achieving  the  object ;  I  <  annot 
dtvolop  it  now,  nor  would  it  be  germane 
to  this  Bill ;  but  it  is  impossible — at 
least  it  is  most  unfair — in  my  humble 
opinion  to  rate  upon  what  the  land 
might  be  supposed  to  fetch. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  said  that 
there  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  as  to  the 
quantum  of  the  rate,  that  it  does  not 
arise  under  this  Bill,  that  nothing  is 
said  as  to  the  means  which  are  to  be 
t^ken  or  the  amount  of  the  rate.  That 
is  where  I  complain  of  the  position  in 
which  we  are  placed.  Other  Members 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  have  said 
what  they  mean.  They  say  that  they 
are  going  to  transfer,  and  that  the  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  transfer,  the  whole  of  the 
rates  on  to  the  land  value.  That  has  been 
said  over  and  over  again.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  some  twenty-four  or  twenty-five 
speeches  of  the  Solicitor-General  saying 
that  very  thing — that  the  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  transfer  the  whole  of  the  rates 
on  to  the  land  value.  Now  it  is  not 
reasonable — I  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  is  not 
fair — for  one  member  of  the  Government 
to  hold  out  those  expectations  to  people 
in  the  coui^try,  and  for  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  to  say  that  that  is  not  in  the 
Bill  and.  therefore,  we  are  not  to  consider 
it  in  dealing  with  this  Bill.  As  prudent 
men  wo  are  obliged  to  consider  the 
objects  and  motives  and  ideas  which 
have  been  put  before  the  people  of  this 
cou!itrv  as  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  it  is  because  of  those 
speeches,  because  of  that  definite  state- 
ment of  policy,  that  we  are  as  cautious 
as  we  are  in  accepting  the  principles 
which  we  think  are  aimed  at. 

L'^rd  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


The  noble  and  learned  Lord  says  you 
should  rate  each  man  according  to  the 
property  he  possesses.  That  is  not  the 
test  for  rating  at  the  present  time.  It 
is  the  test  for  death  duties ;  it  ia  the 
test  for  anything  that  can  be  laid  on  the 
capital  value  of  property  all  round: 
but  the  whole  idea  of  the  rating  system 
from  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in 
England,  and  from  a  very  few  years 
later  in  Scotland,  has  been  not  the 
question  of  the  value,  but  the  question 
what  it  produces.  You  are  rated  upon 
what  you  put  into  your  pocket  from 
all  rateable  subjects.  If  you  are  going 
now  to  revert  to  rating  on  capital  value 
on  one  class  of  property,  and  in  the  case 
of  one  owner  of  property  alone,  you  are 
accentuating  an  injustice  which  has  beoi 
a  scandal  for  the  last  forty  years.  For 
when  you  relieved  personal  property, 
stock  in  trade,  and  so  on,  you  did  not 
give  an  adequate  contribution  to  those 
who  are  over-burdened  by  the  existing 
rates ;  and  if  you  go  back,  in  regard  to 
this  one  class  of  property,  and  that  cbws 
of  property  alone,  to  capital  value,  pu 
are  accentuating  an  injustice  of  which,  I 
believe,  all  wise  reformers  of  local  taxation 
are  desirous  of  getting  rid. 

I  will  say  nothing  now  about  the 
i  small  Amendment  which  I  propose  to 
I  make  to  this  Amendment,  because 
owing  to  the  form  in  which  the  noble  and 
I  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  has  put 
I  the  Amendment,  that  matter  does  not 
!  arise  at  this  point.  Although  the  Amend- 
:  ment  may  not  go  the  whole  length  which 
I  the  Government  desire,  it  is  really  an 
I  honest  and  skilful  attempt  to  get  at  the 
I  one  grievance  which  has  been  most 
',  paraded  about  the  cotintry,  and  I  hope 
i  the  House  will  accept,  on  general  lines, 
j  the  Amendment  as  moved  by  the  noble 
'  Earl. 

*The  Marquess    op   LANSDOWNE: 

My  Lords,  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble 

and    learned    Lord    on    the    Woolsack 

commence  his  observations  by  a  cordial 

acknowledgment  that  my  noble   friend 

below       the       gangway      had       made 

an    honest     attempt    to     deal    with   a 

problem   which  the   noble   and  learned 

!  Lord  himself  has  told  us  is  an  extremely 

'  difficult   one.     I  can  assure  the  Hou0e 

{  that     mv     noble     friend's  Amendment 
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does  represent  a  sincere  effort  on  his 
part,  and  on  the  part  of  those  whom  he 
tas  consulted,  to  deal  with  this  question. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  complains 
of  my  noble  friend's  proposal  because 
it  deals  merely  with  a  part  of  the  subject 
with  which  His  Majesty's  Government 
desire  to  deal  in  the  Bill  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House.  We  are  quite  alive  to  that 
"fact.  We  have  endeavoured  to  deal,  not 
with  the  whole  of  the  scheme  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  but  with  one  par- 
ticular feature  of  that  scheme  upon  which 
throughout  our  discussions  noble  Lords 
opposite  have  chiefly  dwelt — a  point  on 
which  it  did  seem  to  us  that  a  hard  case 
might  arise  for  which  it  was  desirable  that 
some  provision,  at  all  events,  should  be 
made.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  the  site 
owner  who,  for  mistaken  reasons,  chooses 
to  withhold  from  building  land  clearly 
capable  of  being  turned  to  that  purpose 
at  the  moment.  It  was  pointed  out  to 
us,  again  and  again,  that  the  site  owner 
who  so  withheld  his  property  committed 
a  double  injustice  upon  the  community — 
in  the  first  place,  by  retarding  the 
development  of  the  city  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  which  the  land  was  situated  ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  by  escaping  a 
part  of  the  burden  of  local  taxation 
which  ought  equitably  to  fall  upon  his 
shoulders. 

That  is  the  case  Anth  which  my  noble 
friend  desires  to  deal,  and  we  are  certainly 
very  reluctant  to  go  a  step  further.  We 
feel  very  strongly,  indeed,  that  if  we  do 
go  further,  if  we  do  admit  that  this  Bill 
is  to  be  framed  not  upon  the  basis  of 
yearly  value  but  upon  the  basis  of 
capital  value,  we  let  in  at  once  the  whole 
principle  of  taxing  people  upon  pro- 
perty from  which  they  do  not  yet 
derive  any  advantage,  and  open  the  door 
for  the  commission  of  a  very  flagrant 
injustice.  My  noble  friend  who  sat  down 
a  moment  ago  spoke  of  the  danger  of  ad- 
mitting speculative  values.  May  I  mention 
to  your  Lordships  a  case  illustrating  that 
danger,  of  which  I  became  aware  very 
lately  ?  It  arose  in  the  outskirts  of 
London.  A  new  railway  was  being  made, 
and  it  was  anticipated  that  property 
in  that  particular  region  was  likely  to 
increase  greatly  in  value  and  to  be 
rapidly  built  over.  The  owner  of  a 
large  estate  in  that  neighoburhood  sold 


fifty  acres  of  this  land  at  £1,000  an  acre 
to  a  syndicate.  Ths^t  was,  I  believe, 
only  a  few  years  ago,  and  I  am  told  that 
at  this  moment  not  one  single  acre  of 
the  fifty  has  yet  been  built  over.  That 
shows  how  completely  the  shrewdest 
judgments  are  liable  to  go  astray  in  thus 
anticipating  the  course  of  events. 

We  have  never  believed  that  this 
withholding  of  building  sites  was  taking 
place  to  any  appreciable  extent.  It  is 
so  much  against  the  interests  of  the  site 
own^r  to  withhold  his  land.  He  is  so 
likely  to  outstay  his  market  that  we  do 
not  believe  the  thing  takes  place  very 
frequently.  But,  assuming  that  it  may 
take  place,  that  there  may  be  such 
cases — and  remember  that  during  these 
long  discussions  no  leading  case  has  yet 
been  produced — we  are  willing  to  deal 
with  the  matter  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 
Now,  are  the  precautions  taken  in  my  noble 
friend's  Amendment  exaggerated  precau- 
tions 1  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  pointed 
out  that  the  Amendment  leaves  the  griev- 
ance of  the  ratepayers  unredressed.  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  that  is  entirely  the  case. 
But,  be  that  as  it  may,  can  we  really  say 
that  the  stipulations  contained  in  my  noble 
friend's  clause  are  unreasonable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  ratepayers  ? 

May  I  endeavour  to  point  out  to  the 
House  the  manner  in  which  this  clause 
will  operate  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  show  that  the  land  is 
wanted,  and  that  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  public  interest  that  it  should  be 
withheld  ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  prove  that  the  owner 
is  acting  unreasonably  or  perversely  in 
withholding  it.  I  ask  your  Lordships 
to  consider  the  definition  given  in  the 
four  subsections  that  follow  of  what 
constitutes  unreasonableness.  I  think 
my  noble  friend  is  quite  right  in  placing 
words  in  his  clause  showing,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Court,  what  is  meant  by 
unreasonableness,  because  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  fair  to  the  Court  to  leave  it 
without  guidance  in  a  case  of  that  kind. 
Land  is  not  to  be  deemed  to  be  un- 
reasonably withheld  from  use  it  if  is — 

*'  Maintained  as  an  open  space  or  reoreation 
ground." 

Do  noble  Lords  opposite  suggest  for 
a  moment  that  the  site  owner  is  unreason- 
able if  he  withholds  land  in  order  to 
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provide  a  recreation  ground  or  open 
space  ?  I  think  it  will  be  very  diflicult, 
considering  the  proclaimed  views  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  for  them 
to  maintain  that  the  reservation  of  land 
for  a  purpose  of  that  kind  is  unreason- 
able, or  that  the  person  who  so  reserves 
it  deserves  to  be  mulcted  for  his  conduct. 
The  next  condition  is  that  the  owner 
shall  not  be  mulcted  if  the  site  is — 

**  Rcquiied  for  the  amenity  or  convenience 
of  a  chvelling-houHe." 

I  daresny  that  many  of  your  Lord^ips 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  Crovernment's  Town  Planning  Bill. 
The  whole  essence  of  that  Bill  is  that 
an  endeavour  should  be  made  not  to 
crowd  buildings  upon  a  site  but  to 
distribute  them  reasonably  and  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the  health, 
comfort,  and  well-being  of  the  people 
who  live  upon  the  site.  Then  I  need 
not  dwell  upon  the  reasonableness  of 
the  owner  who  retains  land — 

"For  tlie  preservation  of  any  buildings  of 
historic  or  architectural  interest." 

I  think  both  political  parties  are  deeply 
committed  to  the  policy  of  doing  nothmg 
which  shall  diminish  the  beauty  or 
prevent  the  public  enjoyment  of  buildings 
of  which  it  can  be  said  that  they  are 
of  historic  or  architectural  interest. 
The  last  condition,  which  is  a  very 
widely-drawn  one — 

*'  The  maintenance  of  wliich  in  its  existing 
condition  i-  for  the  jjeneral  advantatje  of  the 
community—" 

speaks,  I  think,  for  itself.  You  have 
only  to  turn  it  round.  Are  you  pre- 
pared to  say  that  you  wish  to  impose 
a  special  rate  upon  the  person  who 
desires  to  keep  his  land  in  its  existing 
condition  for  the  general  advantage 
of  the  community  ?  I  take  it  that  that 
is  a  proposition  which  will  not  be 
challenged.  I  say,  then,  that  these 
seem  to  me  to  be  most  reasonable 
stipulations,  and  those  who  sit  round 
me  will  certainly  support  my  noble 
friend  in  his  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
addition  of  these  words  to  the  Bill, 
believing  that  by  thus  amending  it 
we  havt^  shown  that,  reluctant  as  we 
are  to  admit  the  principle  of  rating 
on  prospective  value,  we  are  ready  to 
admit  it  in  this  one  case  and  under  the 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 


very  necessary  precautions  upon  which 
mv  noble  friend  desires  to  insist. 


*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  m 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe): 
My  Lords,  I  hope  noble  Lords  frain 
Scotland  will  forgive  me  when  I  say  tlut 
the  debate  on  this  Amendment  is  more 
interesting  than  any  Amendment  coald 
be  which  dealt  merely  with  Scotkud, 
because  it  is  concerned  with  a  very  gntt 
principle  which  is  applicable  to  the  whole 
of  xhe  United  Kingdom.  The  noUe 
Marquess  who  has  just  sat  down  said 
that  my  noble  and  learned  friend  on 
the  Woolsack  had  complained  that  the 
noble  Earl's  Amendment  dealt  only  with 
half  the  question.  ^  My  noble  and  leaned 
friend  did  not  complain,  but  he  wu 
bound  to  point  out  the  fact,  foi  diu 
reason*  It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that 
we  cannot  oppose  this  Amendment, 
because  it  is  an  improvement,  so  bx 
as  it  goes,  on  the  Bill  as  it  was  left 
before  by  your  Lordships  ;  but  it  wis 
necessary  for  my  noble  and  leaned 
friend,  in  consequence  of  that  hot, 
to  point  out  that  we  did  not  regaid  it 
as  satisfying  all  the  conditions  which 
we  desired  to  satisfy.  It  is  perfectly 
true,  as  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
said,  that  this  does  only  deal  with  half 
the  question.  It  deals  with  the  qnestiai 
to  some  extent  as  between  the  landowner 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  would-be 
occupier  or  land  speculator,  as  the  case 
may  be,  on  the  other  ;  but  it  doea  not 
deal  with  the  fair  incidence  of  the  rate 
as  between  ratepayer  and  ratepayer. 

It  is,  I  think,  important  to  notice  what 
exactly  is  supposed  will  happen  under 
this  suggestion  of  the  noble  Lord ;  and 
I  should  like  to  say,  in  passing,  that  I 
also  entirely  recognise  that  this  is  a  moat 
careful  and  honest  effort  on  my  noble 
friend's  part  to  deal  with  this  side  of  the 
question.     It  is  stated  that  land  which 
is  unreasonably  held  up  is  to  be  rated. 
What    exactly    is    "  unreasonably   held 
up  "  ?     Take  the  case  of  the  two  plots 
which  have  been  so  often  mentioned— one 
built  upon,  and  the  other  not.    Some- 
body, I  suppose,  goes  to  the  local  author- 
ity and  says  that  he  would  like  to  acquire 
this  vacant  plot  for  purposes  of  buildiLg ; 
and,  if  the  assessor  is  satisfied  that  he 
ought  to  have  it,  it  is  then  to  be  rated  as 


Ml 


Land  Values 


{2  July   1908} 


bliougli  it  were  built  upon.  But  the 
>wner  may  say,  "  This  gentleman  is 
not  offering  enough ;  he  is  not  offering 
nny  price."  Are  you  going  to  fix  the  price 
of  land  by  the  act  of  the  assessor  ? 

♦The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  No, 
fche  Court. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  result  will  be  that  the 
assessor  will  have  to  decide  whether  the 
price  offered  is  a  reasonable  one,  in  which 
case  it  will  be  rated  at  the  full  building 
value  ;  whereas,  if  he  thinks  it  unreason- 
able, the  land  escapes  rating  except  at 
its  agricultural  value.  I  wonder  whether 
that  is  a  result  which  has  been  altogether 
contemplated  by  noble  Lords  opposite  ? 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  It  is 
intended  to  be  decided  by  the  Court  of 
Appeal. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  Price-fixing, 
even  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  is  surely 
rather  a  novel  suggestion.  The  logical 
outcome,  I  think,  of  the  noble  Earl's 
proposal  would  be  compulsory  purchase, 
md  that,  I  imagine,  is  a  result  from 
which  noble  Lords  opposite  would 
rarely  shrip.k.  The  noble  Lord,  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  returned  to  the 
charge  about  annual  and  capital  value. 
[  must  say  once  more  that,  in  my  opinion, 
bhe  difference  is  not  between  annual 
3ind  capital  value,  but  between  actual 
value  received  and  some  hypothetical 
value.  What  is  the  process  in  this 
instance  ?  The  land  is  to  be  rated 
r>n  the  rental  which  it  would  fetch  if 
it  were  covered  with  buildings.  What  is 
bhe  difference  between  taking  that  imagin- 
ary rental  and  calling  it  annual  value,  or 
capitalising  it  and  calling  it  capital 
value  ?  I  confess  I  cannot  see  what 
the  difference  is  ;  but  the  noble  Lord 
has,  as  my  noble  and  leaned  friend  says, 
made  a  great  advance  by  accepting  the 
possibility  of  contingent  or  hypothetical 
iralue  in  certain  cases,  although,  I 
idmit,  in  only  limited  cases.  The  noble 
Lord,  Lord  Balfour,  said  that  capital 
ralue  was  unknown  in  rating,  though  it 
«ras  applied  to  death  duties.  It  is  not 
ipplied  to  death  duties  in  these  cases. 
The  owner  of  this  particular  kind  of 
and  escapes  also  in  the  matter  of  death 
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duties,  because,  unless  I  am  greatly 
mistaken — I  am  speaking  only  from 
memory — death  duty  is  only  assessed 
on  thirty  years  purchase,  if  that  is  the 
figure,  of  the  actual  rent  received  at  the 
time. 

Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :  Land 
forming  part  of  an  agricultural  estate 
cannot  be  assessed  for  death  duties  at 
more  than  twenty-five  years  of  the 
assessment  to  income-tax,  but  that  does 
not  apply  to  building  land  or  to  land 
of  the  class  we  are  talking  of. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  But,  as  a 
matter  of  practice,  where  land  forms 
part  of  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town 
it  is  not  valued  at  more  than  its  annual 
value.  At  least,  that  is  my  impression. 
The  restrictions  placed  by  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  operation  of  his  clause  do  not,  as 
my  noble  friend  said,  form  a  very  material 
part  of  this  Bill ;  they  form  more  properly 
part  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  actual  rating, 
but  as  the  noble  Marquess  has  alluded  to 
them  I  will  just  say  this.  Proposition 
number  two  is  one  which,  taken  in  a 
certain  sense,  would,  I  imagine,  meet 
with  general  agreement ;  but,  of  course^ 
the  term  "  amenity  "  is  a  ver\  large  one. 
The  term  might  possibly  be  taken  to 
mean  a  view  over  an  extensive  prospect 
of  country,  and  a  good  deal  of  land  would 
thus  escape  which  I  think  the  noble  Earl 
would  hardly  think  ought  to  escape. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  fourth  exemp- 
tion— 

*'  The  maintenance  of  which  in  its  existing 
condition  is  for  the  general  advantage  of  the 
community." 

As  the  noble  Marquess  pointed  out, 
nobody  would  assent  to  the  opposite 
proposition.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
confess  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
meaning  is  to  be  attached  to  the  words. 
If  the  light  and  air  argument  were 
pressed  to  its  utmost,  it  would  be  possible 
to  say  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  whole  of  the  existing  community 
that  no  more  land  should  be  built  upon. 
The  terms,  therefore,  seem  to  me  to 
be  dangerously  wide. 

Lord  Balfour  used  one  argument 
which  has  become  famihar  to  us  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion.  He  said  that 
land  would  be  forced  into  the  market,, 
and  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
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eTerybody  to  build  sky-scrapers.  Un-  |  be  said  for  a  limited  period  of  ezemptioi 
doubtealy,  if  no  restrictions  were  placed  I  under  this  head.  But  there  CAn  be 
upon  this  power  or  upon  the  incidence  i  no  use  in  having  a  column  giving  tk 
of  the  rate  it  is  perfectly  true  that  there  ,  value  of  the  land  as  distinct  from  tk 
would  be  such  a  risk.  But  surcW  it  does  ;  buildings  as  a  matter  of  mere  idle  sUiifl- 
not  pass  the  wit  of  man  to  discover  a  '  tics  ;  it  must  be  intended  to  lead  up 
plan  of  the  nature  of  that  to\>  n-plann'*ng  |  herepfter  to  some  differentiation  of  tan- 
of  which  the  noble  Marquess  spoke,  by  j  tion  which  will  put  some  special  part  ta 
which  allowance  can  be  made  in  the  i  that  which  is  thought  to  be  the  resok 
matter  of  rating  where  land  is  laid  out :  of  no  human  effort  of  intelligence, 
in  the  manner  most  suitable  to  the  These  ancient  improvements  which 
health  of  the  people.  I  quite  agree  that  jj^ve  developed  the  property  bate 
It  would  be  exceeding  unfair  if  a  man  ,  nothing  to  do,  in  a  great  man v  cases,  with 
who  placed  only  eighths  uses  with  gardens  i  ^he  present  proprietors.  The  property 
upon  an  acre  was  ratod  at  the  whole  i  ^as  doubtless  passed  from  hand  to  hud 
possible  amount  which  the  land  might '  ^t  the  then  value,  and  the  purchiseB 
fetch  if  covered  with  one  enormous  sky-  ,  have  never  anticipated  that  the  Legiflh- 
scraper.  But  surely  it  does  not  pass  the  ^ure  would  subsequently  search  into  the 
possibilities  of  legislation  to  meet  cases  i  original  cause  of  the  fertility  and  pw- 
of  that  kind,  and  to  rate  in  such  a  manner  ]  ductiveness  of  the  land.  Yoii  mav  h«n 
as  will  not  be  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  ;  a  seaside  resort  with  land  possessing  t 
pubhc  interest.  As  I  have  said,  we  arc  i  considerable  building  value,  but  mm 
not  going  to  oppose  the  insertion  of  these  '  of  the  original  proprietors  may  haveW 
words  m  place  of  those  akeady  in  the  ^^  expend  considerable  sums  of  monev  in 
Bill ;  but  my  noble  and  learned  friend  ;  erectin$r  walls  to  protect  it,  whilst  otha 
has  thought  It  necessary  to  draw  attention  ,  o\^^le^s  had  their  land  so  well  situated  y 
to  the  fact  that  the  alteration  does  not  ,  j^ot  to  need  this  protection.  That  lud 
turn  the  Bill  into  a  form  in  which  we  can  i  j^^^v  have  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
regard  it  as  a  satisfactory  measure.  ■  to  the  person  now  possessing  an  eligible 

site  it  does  not  matter  whether  the 
*LoRD  STANLEY  op  ALDERLEY  :  !  ^"?"^»^  ^^"«'"  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  sea-walls « 
Mv  Lords,  before  the  House  disposes  of  ^^^^  »  and  to  rake  back  into  ancient  history 
this  Amendment  I  wish  to  say  one  word  ^^^"^  «^^  the  various  causes  which  bw 
of  protest  against  the  theory  which  seems  !  ^'ontHbuted  to  the  present  value  o!  the 
to  have  been  accepted  both  by  Lord  ^^^^^  ^^^  *^  ^^y™^<^»  P^'^^ectly  absurd  and 
Balfour  and  by  the  noble  and  learned  unreasonable.  The  only  question  yoa 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack.  There  was  an  '  ^^^^«  ^<^  ^^^^  ^ith  is  the  actual  value, 
apparent  competition  for  the  copyright '  Li  dealing  with  these  complex  rating 
in  the  words  "  divested  of  buildings,  i  questions,  which  will  have  to  be  taken  in 
erections,  or  improvements,"  etc.  I  i  hand  shortly.  Parliament  will  find  itedf 
think  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  the  Bill  as  •  involved  in  immense  difficulties  if  it 
it  was  originally  introduced  the  Goyeni-  '  attempts  to  trace  back,  possibly  to  tto 
nient  intended  this  limitation  to  go  back  Dark  Ages,  the  cause  of  the  present 
only  twenty  years,  but  it  was  mode  value  of  land.  Fancy  such  8  thiag 
perpetual  as  the  result  of  pressure  in  the  \  beinj?  proposed  in  Holland.  Who  could 
House  of  Commons.  ,  go  back    to    ascertain  (when    the  M 

T4.1  •  1   v  •       X         I     •  i.     X     V      ,  dvkes  were  made  to  keep  out  the  Norik 

Ithmk  It  IS  extremely  important,  when    .-,•     ,     rru-  1     *^      u        *    :- 

^ve  are  dealing  with  economic  matters  ,  '^«".  J^'^  P'-«P'>«f  ^^l^^J  ."^^^ 
like  taxation,  that  we  should  not  confuse  ,  !'nu.t*bly  on  property  which  has  b« 
them  with  ethical  matters.  Our  busin.  '"  1*!  Pf*^^^'^*  '^^,  *"'  ?  ^T*  T'j^ 
is  to  see  what  is  the  property  whi  "  ""^  ^  ~^'*  ^""^  ^""^  tohuAt 

fairly  charL'oable  to  the  burden  of 
tion,  and  to  put  taxation  fairly  w 
The   comnumity   has   nothing   wl 
to  do  with  what  was  the  aborigin 
ancient   cause    of    the   improved 
and    I  think     there    is     soniethi 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


dir  '*^out  any  lefeience  to 

^  ^te  ^w  it  got  tM 
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The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
rtds,  the  Amendment  now  before  the 
>Qse  is    "  That    the    proposed  words 

there  inserted,"  and  as  the  noble  and 
imed  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  stated  that 
ese  were  to  be  regarded  as  two  separate 
mendments  I  will  address  to  your 
xdships  one  or  two  words  with  regard 

what  has  passed.  I  quite  admit  that 
j6  words  which  I  now  propose  to  insert 
tal  only  with  a  very  limited  part  of  the 
ilL  They  do  not  profess  to  deal  with 
«  question  as  a  whole.  The  noble  and 
imed  Lord  said  that  he  regarded  this 

a  Second  Reading  question,  and  he 
rtainly  did  proceed  to  act  upon  that, 
icaose,  if  I  may  say  so  with  all  deference, 
great  proportion  of  his  remarks  were 
*fc  addressed  to  my  Amendment  at  all 
ifc  to  the  general  question  as  to  whether 
Jiual  value  or  capital  value  was  the 
tter  system  of  rating. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  observed 
at  he  was  glad  to  see  that  I  accepted 
ftain  principles  of  prospective  valua- 
•n.  I  wish  to  put  in  a  caveat  to  that. 
pat  down  these  words  because  I  was 
ftling  with  what  is  said  to  be  a  very 
sat  grievance.  I  believe  it  is  a  griev- 
08  that  exists  much  more  on  paper  than 
any  other  form,  and  even  if  this  Amend- 
Mit  were  to  come  into  force  I  expect 
nr  Lordships  would  find  that  there 
mid  not  be  half  so  many  proceedings 
der  it  as  a  great  many  people  would 
•d  us  to  believe.  But  I  wish  to  say, 
36  and  for  all,  that  I  object  altogether 
the  system  of  rating  on  capital  value, 
ause  it  includes  prospective  value. 
^  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
k  told  us  in  Committee  that  he  did  not 
pose  to  rate  upon  prospective  value. 
'Would,  however,  rate  on  the  saleable 
^ ;  and  he  cited  a  case  of  a  person 
>  would  give  £1,000  for  a  piece  of  land, 
i  when  that  person  gives  £1,000  for 
t  piece  of  land,  does  he  not  buy  the 
are  as  well  as  the  present  ?  Is  it 
.ceivable  that  anybody  could  be  so 
lish  as  to  give  £1,000  for  a  thing 
ich  was  fetching  £2  an  acre  unless  he 
1  in  his  mind  some  idea  that,  either 
lajring  out  a  great  deal  more 
or  something  of  that  sort,  he 
make  it  worth  much  more  bere- 
ft matter  of  fact,  when  a  man 
,  he  buys  it  as  a  whole  for  all 


time  ;  and  I  am  utterly  unable  to  under- 
stand the  noble  and  learned  Lord  when 
he  says  that  he  proposes  to  rate  on 
capital  value  and  yet  does  not  propose 
to  include  prospective  value.  I  beg 
to  move  my  Amendment  down  to  the 
word  "  community."  That  will  leave 
the  proviso,  to  which  Lord  Balfour  pro- 
poses to  move  an  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  the  words  '  yearly  laad  value ' 
means  such  part  of  the  yearly  rent  or  value  of 
any  lands  or  heritages  as  is  fairly  attributable 
to  the  land  alone,  (1)  divested  of  buildings, 
erections,  or  improvements  of  whatever  nature 
on.  in,  or  under  the  soil,  woods  fixed  or  attached 
machinery,  and  work  of  drainage  and  of  re- 
clamation, making  up,  levelling,  and  the  like, 
where  the  benefit  thereof  is  unexhausted  at  the 
time  of  valuation ;  and  (2)  'ubject  to  all 
building  restrictions,  servitudes,  and  contracts 
imposed  thereon  or  existing  in  relation  thereto: 
Provided  that  in  the  case  of  land  proved  to  be 
required  in  the  public  interest  at  the  time  of 
valuation  for  building  or  industrial  purposes,aQd 
to  be  unreasonably  withheld  from  use  for  such 
purpo>e3,the  yearly  land  value  shall  be  estimated 
as  if  such  land  were  in  use  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said: Land  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  un- 
reasonably withheld  from  use  :  (1)  which  is 
maintained  as  an  open  space  or  recreation 
ground  or  (2)  which  is  required  for  the 
amenity  or  convenience  of  a  dwelling-house  ;  or 
(3)  which  is  required  for  the  preservation  of 
any  buildings  of  historic  or  architectural 
interest :  or  (4)  the  maintenance  of  which  in 
its  existing  condition  is  ior  the  general  advan- 
tage of  the  community.' " — {The  Earl  of 
Camperdown.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  thought  I  had  avoided  the  con- 
troversy as  to  prospective  value,  but  as 
the  noble  Earl  has  referred  to  it,  let  me 
answer  him.  I  think  prospective  value 
ought  not  to  be  taxed,  but  present  value 
should  be  taxed.  If  a  fann  is  worth 
£1,000  to-day  and  will  sell  in  the  market 
for  that  sum,  that  is  its  present  value. 
One  element  may  be  that  here- 
after it  will  produce  more,  but  what  I 
mean  by  present  value  is  what  a  man 
will  give  for  it  in  the  market. 

On  Question,   Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  To  insert  the  words  '  Provided  further  that 
where  the  assessor  considers  that  any  restric- 
tion, servitude,  or  contract  created  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  has  been  created  in  order  to 
defeat  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  (with- 
but  prejudice  to  the  appeal  to  which  any  parson 
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aggrieved  in  entitled)  to  disregard  such  re-  [      On   Question,   Consequential  AneiKl- 
strict  ion,  servitude,  or  contract.'  *' — (The  Earl  \  nient  agreed  tO. 
of  Campcrdown.) 


Lord    BALFOUR    of   BURLEIGH, 

who  had  given  notice  to  move  to  amend 
this  Amendment  bv  leaving  out  the  words 
*'  the  assessor  considers  ""  in  line  1  of  the 
proviso  and  inserting  the  words  "  it 
appears,"  said  :  My  Lords,  the  proviso 
which  I  propose  to  amend  is  taken 
verbatim  from  the  Bill  as  it  srands,  and 
as  the  noble  Earl  has  omitted  the  whole  of 
the  clause  from  the  Bill,  I  am  obliged  to 
put  my  Amendment  down  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  his  Amendment.  The  proposal 
in  the  proviso  is  perfectly  right  and  I 
support  it,  but  I  do  not  think  that  if  there 
is  an  appeal  taken,  it  should  be  upon 
a  point  of  whether  the  assessor  *'  con- 
siders "  a  thing,  but  on  a  question  whether 
it  is  the  fact  that  it  exists.  I  suggest 
that  if  you  pass  the  proviso  as  it  has 
been  moved  by  my  nol^le  friend,  the 
only  (luestion  for  the  Court  of  Appeal 
would  l)e  what  the  assessor  considers. 
The  assessor  might  take  all  sorts  of 
extraordinary  views  ;  for  my  part,  I  do 
not  care  a  row  of  pins  what  the  assessor 
considers :  what  I  want  to  know  i^ 
what  is  the  fact.  I  think  my  words 
safer,  and  I  ask  the  House  to  accept 
them. 


On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next, 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.    [No.  131.] 


COMMONS  BILL  [h-l.]. 
[Second  Beading.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Beid- 
ing  read. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
AGRICULTURE  axd  FISHERIES  (M 

Carrinoton)  :     My    Lords,    the  small 
Bill  which  I  have  the  honour  to  ask  you 
Lordships  to  read  a  second  time  tcndftj 
is  brought  forward  in  consequence  of  i 
promise  which  I  gave  to  Lord  Eeny« 
as  far  back  as  1906,  that  I  would  take 
action  to  remedy  a  grievance  which  is 
felt  principally  on  the  commons  of  Walei. 
It  is  two  years  ago  that  my  noble  friend 
introduced  a  most  influential  deputaboa 
of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  bleeding 
of  Welsh  ponies,   and  they  called  mj 
attention  to  the  evil  caused  by  immaton 
or  blemished  stallions  being  allowed  to 
run  free  on  the  hills  and  common  landt 


of    Wale  .    That    grievance    was   alio 
!  brought  to  our  notice  when  the  noble 

Amendment    moved    to  the  proposed  '.  3^^.^£,t!!:13  !!!L®1.™*?1^!.^^*^ 
Amendment —  — —  —  —    <   — 


**  To  leave  out  the  words  '  the  aa-'essor  cnii- 
aiders  '  at  the  commencement  of  the  proviso, 
and  to  insert  the  word?  *  it  appears.'  " — {Lord 
B a! four  of  Burltigh.) 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I 
have  no  objection  at  all  to  that  Amend- 
ment, 


On     Question,     Amendment    to 
proposed  Amendment  agreed  to. 


the 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :   I 

now  aslv  your  Lordships  to  agree  to  a 
consequential  Amendment  to  substitute 
the  words  "  the  assessor  "  for  the  word 
*'  him  "  in  the  proviso. 

Amendment  moved    to  the   proposed 
Amendment — 


**  To  leave  out  the  won! 
the  words  '  tJie  assessor.'  ' 
Burhigh.) 


'  him/  and  to  insert 
'—{Lord  Balfour  r' 


Commission  some  years  ago,  and  it 
then  requested  that  something  might  be 
done.     The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  give 
to  persons  entitled  to  turn  out  animib 
on  commons  power  to  piake  regolatioiis 
determining  the  time  at  and  conditioni 
under    which    entire    animals   may  be 
turned  out.     I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  Bill  that  requires  furthei 
explanation,  except  perhaps  that  I  migbt 
mention  that  in  the  Bill  the  expreawm 
''  animals  "  means  horses,  asses,  cattk, 
i  sheep  and  swine.     The  Bill  is  entirely 
permissive.     It  has  been  well  threshed 
out  and  talked  over  by  noble  Lords  and 
others    interested    in    the    subject   I 
believe  there  is  no  objection  to  the  Bill 
either  from  landowners,  commoners,  or 
farmers,  and  I  therefore  with  confidenn 
ask  your  Lordships  to  give  it  a  Second 
Reading. 

^l,  ^ill  be  now  xaad 
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RD  KENTON  :  My  Lords,  I  should 
to  express  gratitude  to  the  noble 
br  having  answered  the  appeal  which 
leputation  made  to  him  some  two 

ago.  He  has  rather  apologised  for 
^ngth  of  time  it  has  taken  to  frame 
aeasure,  but  I  am  sure  if  he  answers 

deputation  which  I  may  have  the 
IT  to  introduce  to  him  with  a  Bill 

0  years  I  shall  be  very  satisfied.  I 
there  is  great  necessity  for  this  Bill 

J  breed  of  ponies  is  rapidly  deteriorat- 
i  North  Wales  and  other  parts  which 
be  principally  affected.  A  short 
ago  a  certain  society  required  a 
stallion  and  they  searched  nearly 
hole  of  Wales  without  being  able  to 
a  one.  Within  the  last  few  months 
'e  seen  the  procedure  embodied  in 
(ill  put  in  practice  on  a  large  common 
very  good  effect. 

jcouNT  St.  ALDWYN:  There  is 
K)int  to  which  I  should  like  to  call 
tion.  The  Bill  empowers  certain 
OS  to  make  regulations  for  deter- 
ig  the  times  at  which  and  conditions 
•  which  entire  animals  should  be 
d  out  on  a  common.  There  may  be 
imon — I  know  of  one  myself — upon 

1  it  would  not  be  at  all  desirable 
*ny  entire  animals  should  be  turned 

Would  the  regulations  as  proposed 
Bill  enable  the  turning  out  of  entire 
iis  to  be  forbidden  in  such  a  case  as 

if  the  persons  locally  concerned 
d  it? 

RL  CARRINGTON  :  I  do  not  think 
is  any  doubt  on  that  subject  what- 
I  believe  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
i  be  quite  safe  on  that  point,  but  I 
ook  into  it. 

Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
e  on  Monday  next. 


THE  IRISH  LAND  ACT. 
E  Earl  op  MAYO  :  My  Lords,  I 
bo  ask  His  Majesty's  (Government  I 
y  will  lay  on  the  Table  the  evidence  | 
I  before  the  Departmental  Com-  , 
e  of  the  Treasury  on  the  Finance  ! 
e  Land  Act  (Ireland)  1903.  | 

BD   DENMAN:       My  Lords,   this  | 
Question  was  recently  put  in  another  : 


place  and  answered  there  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  all  I  can  do  is  to  give  a 
similar  reply  to  that  which  Mr.  Asquith 
gave   in  the    House  of    Commons.     He 
stated  that  it  would  not  be  to  the  public 
interest  to  publish  the  evidence  which 
was     given     before     the     Departmental 
Committee,   and  he  also  added  that  a 
good   deal    of   that   evidence   was   con- 
fidential.    That  being  the  case,  it  would 
obviously  be  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  Department  concerned  were  they 
to  publish  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee.     I  should  only  like  to  add 
that  we  have  no  wish  to  keep  back  any 
intormation  we  are  able  to  give  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Land  Purchase  Act 
has  worked.     That,   I  think,  was  clear 
from  the  reply  furnished  by  the  Irish 
Office  the  other  day  to  Lord  Donough- 
more,    and   I    think   noble   Lords   from 
Ireland  who  are  interested  in  this  matter 
I  will    concede    that    we    have    given    all 
i  the  information  which,  in  the    circum- 
I  stances,   it  is  possible  to   make   public. 
I  As  to  the  particular  request  of  the  noble 
I  Earl,  I  hope  he  will  not  press  for  the 
I  publication   of  this   evidence. 

i  The  Earl  of  MAYO  :  I  will  with  the 
1  leave  of  the  House,  merely  ask  one  ques- 
I  tion.  The  noble  Lord  stated  that  a  good 
j  deal  of  the  evidence  was  confidential. 
I  I  believe  it  is  the  case  that,  with  regard 
'  to  some  of  the  witnesses,  the  evidence 
;  was  taken  under  agreement  that  it  was 
I  to  be  confidential.     But  might  we  not 

have  published  such  part  of  the  evidence 

as  was  not  confidential  ? 

I  *The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  have  no 
doubt  that  my  noble  friend  will  look  into 
that  matter ;  but,  speaking  generally, 
I  should  have  thought  it  very  undesirable 
to    publish   only  part  of  the    evidence 

i  given  before  a  Departmental  Committee. 

I  I   therefore   hope   the    noble   Lord   will 

I  not  press  for  it. 


ASSIZES  AND  QUARTER  SESSIONS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order)  :  An 
Amendment  (Privilege)  made ;  Bill 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
past  Six  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half.past  Ten 
o'clock 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS 
Thursday,  2nd  July,  1908. 


The  House  met   at  a   quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock.  i 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


Ordered,  That  Sydney  Malldn  do  att< 
the  Committee  on  Group  K.  of  Priv 
Bills  To-morrow,  at  half-past  Eleven 
the  Clock. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Ord< 
(No.  5)  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amen 
ment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


„  .      ,  »,  o.„  rr     J  1     n  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morro 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Cam- 
brian Railways  Bill  [Lords].~Read  the ,      Rochester    Bridge    BiU    [Lordsl-B 
third  time,  and  passed  without  Amend-  |  p^^ed,  with  Amendments ;    Report 
"^ent.  lie  up^j^  ^^^  T2\Ae. 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con-  H^i^emess     Wat^r     BiU.-Reportc 

firmation   Bill  rLordsj.--Considered;  to  ^-^^^  Amendments  ;    Report  to  lifup 

be  read  the  tfiird  time  upon   Monday  ^^^  ^^y     ^^^^  ^^  ^^      P;^^            P 

next.  ^ 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram-  I      ^^    RAH.WAY  BILI5  (GROUP  4). 
wavs  Bill.— Order  [17th  Februarv]  that       /^r.  Soames  reported  from  the  Coi 
the     Nottinghamshire    and    Derbyshire    J^^^^®   on   Group   4   of   Railway  Bill 
Tramways  Bill  be  committed,  read,  and    J^a^»  }^^  ^lie  convenience  of  parties,  t 
dischari'ed.  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Mond 

next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Bill  withdrawn.-— (3/r.  Caldivell.)  I      Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distri- 
bution    Bill     [Lords]. — Reported,     with  | 
Amendments ;    Report  to  lie  upon  the  " 
Table,  and  to  be  prmted. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  J). 
Mr.  Partington  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  J  of  Private  Bills  ; 
*'  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties 
concerned,  the  Committee  had  adjourned 
till  Monday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of 
the  Clock." 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  K).  \ 

Sir  George  White  reported  from  the  ' 
Committee  on  Group  K  of  Private  Bills : 
That  the  parties  promoting  the  Local  | 
Government  Pro\'isional  Order  (No.  3) 
Bill  had  stated  that  the  evidence  of 
Sydney  Malkin,  Mayor  of  Burslem,  was 
essential  to  their  case  ;  and,  it  ha\4ng 
been  proved  that  his  attendance  could 
not  be  procured  without  the  intervention 
of  the  House,  he  had  been  instructed  to 
1110 vo  that  the  said  Sydney  Malkin, 
Mayor  of  Burslem,  do  attend  the  said 
C-oniinittee  to-morrow,  at  half-past  Eleven 
of  the  Clock. 


PETITIOHTS. 


COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOLTRS) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition    from    St.    Helen's     Pit, 
favour  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :    From  Dearhai 
Flimbv ;       Fordingbridge ;       Olasgoi 
Peny  wem  ;    and  Sheffield ;    to  lie  up 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Code  of  Regii 
tions  for  Public  Elementary  Schoob 
Wales  (including  Monmouthahiie),  wi 
Schedules,  1908  [by  Command] ;  to ! 
upon  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  (CHANGES  Cr      ! 
WAGES,  ETC.).  ^ 

Return  presented,  relative  tberti 
[ordered  26th  June  ;  Mr.  Sffdn^y  M 
ion]  ;  to  lie  U]  ^hj^  Xiibk* 
printed.    [No 
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TENSIONS  (CIVIL  LIST). 
Order  [18th  June]  for  a  Return  relative 
thereto,  read,  and  discharged ;   and  in- 
itead  thereof : — 

Return  ordered,  "  of  all  persons  now 
in  receipt  of  Civil  List  Pensions  charged 
>n  the  Consolidated  Fund,  distinguishing 
the  Pensions  granted  under  the  Civil 
List  Act,  1837,  and  those  granted  under 
he  Civil  List  Act,  1901."— (Jfr.  Lamont) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Poft  Office  Wages— Cost  of  Living  at 
Dundee. 

Mr.  WILKIE  (Dundee)  :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  page  33,  Appendix  (4),  of  the 
Appendices  to  the  Minutes  of  Evidence, 
Select  Committee  on  Post  Office  Servants, 
the  index  number  of  rent  and  prices  com- 
bined is  given  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as 
115  at  Dundee,  111  at  Plymouth,  and  111 
at  Devonport,  and  that,  according  to  the 
latest  Board  of  Trade  Returns  published 
daring  the  current  year,  Dundee  is  the 
most  costly  provincial  city  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  being  only  one  point  below 
London  ;  and  whether  considering  the 
elevation  of  Plymouth  and  Devonport  to 
to  the  extent  of  4s.  weekly,  by  reason  of 
the  high  cost  of  living,  he  will  state  the 
reason  for  no  advance  being  made  co  the 
Dundee  staff. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,)  In 
the  first  statement  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  the  rent  and  prices  at  Dun- 
dee have  been  compared  with  an  average 
of  19  towns  only,  16  in  England  and  Wales, 
2  in  Scotland,  and  1  in  Ireland.  In  the 
second  statement  the  comparison  is  with 
London.  Neither  of  these  comparisons 
takes  into  account  the  different  conditions 
of  housing  in  Scotland  and  England. 
The  comparison  of  the  Scottish  standard 
based  upon  the  average  of  the  towns  in 
Scotland  inquired  into  by  the  Board  of 
Trade|^ves  Dundee  the  same  index  number 
of  cost  of  living  as  Edinburgh,  viz.  103. 
Dundee  has  about  1,100  units  of  work  and 
iAU  prti|)i  rly  iui  ttie  scales  of  pay  of  the 
Post  Office  *tiiff  into  Class  2,  the  range  of 
which  is  from  80(J  to  1,700  units.  The  cost 
of  living  on  th^'  \  ottish  standard  is  not 
Re  ierit I  y  h  i  j;  h  t  it  its  promotion 
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to  Class  1,  and  it  therefore  remains  in 
Class  2.  Plymouth  and  Devonport  com- 
bined have  over  1,600  units  of  work, 
The  amount  of  work  is  therefore  very 
nearly  sufl&cient  to  warrant  Class  1  scales,, 
even  if  the  cost  of  living  were  not  above 
the  average.  As  the  index  number  of  the 
cost  of  living  is  as  high  as  112  Plymouth 
and  Devonport  fall  into  Class  1. 

Post  Office  MailS'Payments  to  Eailway 
Companies. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  will  state  the  amounts  paid 
by  the  Post  Office  to  the  various  railways 
in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  re- 
spectively, for  the  carriage  of  mails,  etc., 
in  the  year  1907  ;  and  the  amounts  paid 
by  the  various  Government  Departments 
in  the  three  countries  for  the  travelling 
expenses  of  officials. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.)  Aa 
regards  the  payment  to  the  railway  com- 
panies for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  I 
beg  to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
details  furnished  on  page  108  and  109  of 
the  Revenue  Department  "Estimates  for 
the  current  year,  which  will,  perhaps, 
suffice  for  his  purpose.  These  figures  do 
not  include  the  payment  for  the  parcel 
post,  the  total  amount  of  which  for  the 
year  1907  was  £1,014,215.  This  sum 
is  distributed  among  the  individual  com- 
panies by  the  Railway  Clearing  House 
Committee,  and  I  have  no  information 
as  to  the  proportion  received  by  the  differ- 
ent companies.  I  regret  that  it  is  not 
possible  without  considerable  labour  to 
ascertain  the  amounts  paid  to  the  railway 
companies  for  the  travelling  expenses  of 
Post  Office  officials,  and  I  have  of  course 
no  information  in  regard  to  the  expenditure 
of  other  departments  of  the  public 
service. 

Motor  Cabs  in  London. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  what  is  the  number 
of  motor  cabs  licensed  for  hire  in 
London;  what  is  the  number  of 
cabs  and  hansom  cabs,  as  distinguished 
from  motor  cabs,  licensed  for  hire  in 
London  ;  what  number  of  applications 
for  motor  cab  licences  are  now  awaiting 
settlement ;  what  is  the  number  of  motor 
omnibuses  licensed  for  hire  in  London  ; 
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and  what  is  the  number  of  horse  omnibuses 
licensed  for  hire  in  London.  \ 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
1,508  motor  cabs  are  licensed  for  hire  in 
London  ;    5,329  hansom  cabs  and  3,768 
horsed    four-wheel    cabs    are    similarly , 
licensed.  The  number  of  motor  omnibuses  , 
is  1,046  and  of  horsed  omnibuses  is  2,281.  i 
So  far  as  is  known  there  are  no  applica- 1 
tions    for    motor-cab    licences    awaiting  i 
settlement.  I 

Bevenue  Statistics. 
Mr.   VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cevan, 
W.)  :       To   ask   Mr.    Chancellor   of   the 


Exchequer  if  he  will  state  what  per- 
centage proportions  of  revenue  derived 
from  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  respec- 
tively, bear  to  the  total  revenues  of 
Ireland  and  Great  Britain  taken  sepf-r- 
ately  from  the  latest  available  fifi;ures 
subsequent  to  the  financial  year  19034, 
omitting  the  figures  for  the  amount 
contributed  per  head. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
proportions  of  the  total  tax  revenue 
derived  from  direct  and  indirect  t&xes 
respectively  in  the  last  four  years  have 
been  as  follows — 


Great  Britain. 

Ireland. 

Direct. 

Per  cent. 
50-8 

Indirect. 

Per  cent. 
49-2 

Direot. 

IndirecL 

1904-5 

Per  cent 
27-4 

Percent 
72-6 

1905-6 

51-7 

48-3 

26-7 

733 

1906-7 

52-8 

47-2 

27-9 

72-1 

1907-8 

52-4 

47-6 

27-8 

72-2 

Ouaranteed  Loans  to  the  Colonies. 
Viscount     HELMSLEY    (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk):  To  askthe Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
grant  a  Return  showing  the  loans  guar-  ' 
anteed  and  grants  made  by  the  Imperial 
Government    to    the    British    Colonies,  ! 
Possessions,  and  Protectorates. 

(Answered    by    Mr.    Hcbhouse.)     The 
noble  Lord  will  find  the  information  for 
which   he   asks,   as  regards   guaranteed  i 
loans  in    the  annual  Finance  Accounts, 
which  are  presented  to  Parliament,  and  ' 
as  regards  grants  in  the  Estimates.     I 
hardly  think  it  is  necessary  in  the  cir-  ' 
cumstances  to  incur  the  expense,  which 
is  considerable,  of  a  Return.  j 

i 
Kilbrin  Land  Purchase  Dispute. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :    To  ask  the  i 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  I 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners are  aware,  in  regard  to  the  sale 
of  the  estate  of  C.  H.  B.  Grood  and  another, 
Kilbrin,  County  Cbrk,  purchased  by  the 


tenants  at  twenty-three  and  a  half  yean 
purchase  on  rents  graded  to  second  tern, 
that  the  landlords'  solicitor  made  a 
mistake,  in  calculating  the  purchase 
interest  of  Mi.  John  Nash,  CorbaUy,  in 
not  making  allowance  for  the  proportion- 
ate share  of  a  half-acre  cottage  plot,  with 
the  result  that  Mr.  Nash  is  overcharged 
on  the  payment  of  the  purchase  interest ; 
and  whether  the  Commissioners  will  make 
the  necessary  deductions  of  the  amount 
overpaid  before  the  payment  of  the  next 
half-year's  interest  falls  due. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
the  holding  of  John  Nash  was  vested 
in  him  on  30th  Janurary  last.  It  com- 
prised 223  acres,  and  the  purchase  money 
was  £2,295,  being  18' 7  yean  pnzchase 
of  the  judicial  rent  of  £122  Ts.  It  appeals 
from  the  documents  lodged  in  this  cms 
that  the  labourer's  plot  referredTto  wa# 
not  included  in  the  holding  purchased 
by  Mr.  NasL  The  Commiaaioneri  liaT«_ 
no  knowledge  aa  to '       manner  in  wi 
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the  terms  of  purchase  were  arrived  at  in 
this  particular  case,  but,  in  any  event, 
IB  the  holding  has  been  duly  vested  in 
;he  tenant  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
>f  the  agreement  for  purchase  signed  by 
lim,  the  Commissioners  cannot  act  in  the 
nanner  suggested  in  the  Question. 
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East  Clonfert  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W,)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
[x>rd-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Elstates  Commissioners  received  an  appli- 
»tion  from  Mrs.  Julia  Guiney,  of  Ballin- 
jarry,  County  Limerick,  for  untenanted 
and  in  lieu  of  the  farm  situate  at  Glenakill 
Jouth,  Clonfert  East,  in  the  County 
3ork,  from  which  she  was  evicted  on 
;he  expiration  of  the  lease  in  the  year 
1881,  by  the  landlord,  Mr.  James  Deane, 
>f  Monkstown,  County  Cork ;  whether 
;hey  also  received  an  affidavit  of  Mrs. 
3uiney,  setting  out  the  facts  of  her 
iviction,  in  support  of  her  claim ;  and, 
f  so,  considering  that  she  was  evicted 
brom  the  land,  and  that  her  son-in-law, 
«rith  whom  she  lives,  is  a  young  man 
«ith  a  large  family  who  is  fully  qualified 
X)  farm  land,  will  they  give  her  a  parcel 
)f  untenanted  land  in  the  county  to 
vhich,  under  the  Land  Act  of  1903  she 
eould  be  entitled. 

{Anstcered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  The 
jstates  Commissioners  have  considered 
[rs.  Guiney's  application,  and  have 
ecided  to  take  no  action  either  for  her 
juistatement  or  in  order  to  provide  her 
ith  a  new  holding.  The  farm  which  was 
3cupied  by  the  applicant's  late  husband 
as  sublet  at  the  date  of  eviction,  and 
>r  sixty  years  previously.  The  case, 
lerefore,  is  not  one  to  which  the  Land 
aw  Acts  apply,  and,  consequently,  the 
pplicant  is  not  eligible  for  reinstatement. 

Maghera  Constables. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To  ask 
le  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
!nant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
lat,  as  the  result  of  investigation,  all 
le  constables  stationed  in  Maghera  are 
>  be  transferred,  with  one  exception  ; 
'hather  he  can  state  how  many  constables 
ave  been  transferred  from  Maghera  since 
t^rgeaiit  Gallagher  took  charge  of  this 
^tioQ  ;  whether  it  was  decided,  as  the 
iffoit  of  no  invesi     ition  held  at  Port- 


Stewart,  when  Sergeant  (Jallagher  was 
there,  that  he  was  never  to  be  allowed 
to  reside  in  a  station  again  ;  whether  any 
outside  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
the  county-inspector  to  retain  Gallagher 
in  Maghera,  and,  if  so,  by  whom  ;  whether 
wherever  Gallagher  has  been  stationed 
investigations  have  been  the  order  of  the 
day ;  and  whether,  in  the  interests  of  all 
concerned,  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  compulsorily  retiring  Gallagher 
from  active  service. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell)  The  police 
authorities  inform  n^  that  one  constable 
has  recently  been  transferred  from 
Maghera,  and  there  is  no  present  in- 
tention of  transferring  others.  During 
the  past  two  and  three-quarter  years 
four  others  have  been  transferred,  namely, 
one  on  reduction  of  the  strength  of  the 
station,  one  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the 
reserve,  and  two  in  connection  with 
disciplinary  matters.  There  is  no  record 
of  any  decision  that  Sergeant  Gallagher 
was  not  to  reside  in  a  station.  No 
pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
county  inspector  to  retain  Sergeant 
Gallagher  at  Maghera.  The  sergeant  was 
selected  for  that  station  as  being  a 
steady  and  trustworthy  man,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  he  should  be  compul- 
sorily retired. 

Belfast  Police  and  Licence  Holders. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  members  of  the 
police  force  in  Belfast  have  been  on  duty 
outside  well-conducted  licensed  premises 
in  that  city  for  some  weeks  past,  keeping 
customers  under  observation  and  seriously 
interfering  with  the  owners  in  the  con- 
duct of  their  legitimate  trade  ;  whether 
any  explanation  is  forthcoming  as  to 
the  reason  for  this  surveillance  ;  whether 
it  involves  any  extra  expenditure  ;  and, 
if  so,  by  whom  will  the  expenditure  be 
borne ;  and  whether  he  will  give  in- 
structions for  the  discontinuance  of  the 
practice. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
Grovernment  directed  the  police  authori- 
ties to  collect  information  as  to  the 
number  of  women  and  children  fre- 
quenting public-houses  in  the  six  county 
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borou^hH  of  I  Inland  during  the  fortnight 
imding  26th  June.  In  collectuijf  this 
information  the  duty  referred  to  in  the 
Question  was  fjerformed,  and  the  police 
authorities  are  satisfied  that  there  was 
no  interfen^nce  with  the  legitimate  trade 
of  the  publif-anrt  whose  houses  were  under 
observation.  No  extra  expenditure  was 
incurred.  The  duty  terminated  on  26th 
June. 


Qmedimt. 


MO- 


AdmiBsioiifl  to  Belfast  Workhouse. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Sef-retary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
railed  to  the  Report  of  the  admission 
coniniittee  of  the  Belfast  board  of 
guardians,  to  the  effect  that  the  number 
of  provisional  admissions  to  the  work- 
house whieh  were  confirmed  amounted 
durijjjf  the  week  ending  23rd  June  to  450, 
and  the  number  of  applicants  admitted 
to  thirty  ;  whether  the  number  of  ad- 
missions has  been  largely  increasing  of 
late  ;  wheth<T  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  admissions  are  of  able-bodied  men  ; 
whether  the  increase  is  largely  due  to 
the  depression  in  the  linen  trade  in  Bel- 
fast, or,  if  not,  whether  any  other  cause 
can  be  assigned  for  it ;  and  whether  the 
Local  (Jovernment  Board  propose  to 
take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  bj/  Mr.  Birr  ell.)  The 
Local  (Government  Board  are  iniformed 
that  the  figures  (pioted  in  the  Question 
an?  correct,  but  that,  compared  with  the 
immediately  preceding  weeks,  the  number 
admitted  was  not  exceptional.  The  total 
number  of  inmates  is  fifty-seven  less  than 
in  the  previous  week  and  322  less  than 
in  .liUiuury,  but  is  500  higher  than  in  the 
corresponding  week  of  last  year.  It  is 
not  the  case  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  ])ersons  recently  admitted  are  able- 
bodied  men.  The  Local  Government 
Board  understand  that  the  industrial 
d(?])ression  which  was  referred  to  in  my 
Answer  to  the  lion.  Member's  Question 
of  2r)th  Miiy  still  continues,  and  in  that 
Answer  I  indicatcjl  the  measures  which 
should  be  taken  by  the  guardians  for 
the  relief  of  any  exceptional  distress 
whrji  mav  arise. 


Mi 


Araglin  Evicted  Tenants. 
WILLIAM     ABRAHAM 


(..iinty.  N.K.)  :    To  ask  the  (1iief 


(Cork 
Secre- 


tary to  the  Lord-Lient«sant  of  Irelind 
if  he  ^an  state  whether  the  States  Com- 
mi&sioners  have  made  inquiry  througli 
one  of  their  inspectors  into  the  cases  of 
two  evicted  tenants  named  O'.Shea  and 
Kelleher.  on  the  Buckley  estate.  Araglin 
County  Cork  :  whether  Colbert,  the 
present  occupier  of  the  farms,  would  be 
^-illiTig  to  give  them  up  to  the  evicted 
tenants  on  recei^nng  compensation  :  and 
if  the  Commissioners  will  endeavour  to 
effect  the  reinstatement  of  Messrs.  O'Shea 
and  Kelleher  in  their  old  holdings. 

{Answered  htf  Mr.  BirreJI.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  inquired 
into  the  applications  of  Denis  Kelleher 
and  Mrs.  Ellen  O'Shea.  and  have  decided 
to  take  no  action  in  Mrs.  O'.Shea's  case, 
but  will  provide  Denis  Kelleher  liiith  a 
farm  in  the  event  of  their  acquiring  un- 
tenanted land  in  the  district. 

Teenan's  Estate,  DonegtL 
Mr.  swift  MACXEILL  (Donegal 
S.)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
holding  on  Teenan's  estate,  Coonty 
Donegal,  of  which  Patrick  Fox,  Ardfinnan, 
neir  Bundoran,  was  tenant,  and  whose 
late  tenant  surrendered  the  holding  to 
the  Commissioners  with  a  Wew  to  the 
reinstatement  of  the  original  tenant, 
has  l>een  included  in  the  purchase  scheme 
of  the  Teenan's  estate  ;  and,  if  not,  will- 
steps  be  promptly  taken  to  secure  the 
inclusion  of  this  holding  in  the  purchase 
srheme  of  this  estate. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell).  The 
holding  in  question  is  included  in  the 
estate  proposed  to  be  sold  to  the  tenants 
the  present  occupier,  William  Rogeiii 
having  signed  an  agreement  for  it?  pur- 
chase. The  Commissioners  understand 
that  Rogers  is  prepared  to  surrender  the 
farm  to  Fox  on  recei\'ing  compensation, 
and  the  question  of  compensation  is  *t 
])n\sent  under  the  Commisioners'  con- 
sideration. 

Irish  Fee  Fund  Surplus. 

Mr.  :M(J0RE  (Armagh,  N.)  :    To  ask 

tlu    Chief   Secretary  to  the   Lord-Lieu- 

I  tenant   of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 

I  pf'sent  amount  of  the  surplus  of  the  fee 

I  fuiid    mentioned    in    subsection    2    of 


Ml 


Questions. 


{2  July  1908} 


Questions. 


942 


Section  122  of  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898 ;  and  what  did  such 
surplus  amount  to  in  the  past  three 
financial  years. 

{Ansu^ered  by  Mr.  BirrelL)  On  25th 
March,  1906,  the  fee  fund  in  question 
amounted  to  £15,300,  invested  in  2 J  per 
cent.  Consols,  and  the  balance  in  the 
bank  was  £204  18s.  lid.  On  the  corres- 
ponding date  in  1907  and  1908,  the 
balance  in  the  bank  was  £577  Os.  7d.  and 
£949  2s.  3d.,  respectively,  the  amount 
invested  remaining  as  before.  On  28th 
May  last  a  further  sum  of  £1,000  was 
invested  in  Consols,  making  the  amount 
at  present  invested  £16,300. 

Dog  Licences  and  Tivisection. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
he  will  state  what  is  the  number  of  dog 
licences  paid  for  on  behalf  of  each  of  the 
following  authorities  during  the  year 
1907,  viz.,  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dart- 
ford,  Kent ;  Pontsfall's  Farm,  Newgate 
Street,  Hatfield,  Herts  ;  Brown  Institu- 
tion, Wandsworth  Road,  London  ;  Con- 
joint Laboratory  of  the  Royal  Colleges 
of  Phvsicians  and  Surgeons,  Examina- 
tion Hall,  Victoria  Embankment,  London; 
Guy's  Hospital  Medical  School,  London; 
London  Hospital  Medical  College,London  ; 
London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  ; 
Royal  Veterinary  College,  Camden  Town, 
London  ;  University  College,  Medical 
and  Scientific  Departments,  London  ; 
Wellcome  Physiological  Research  Labora- 
tories, Heme  Hill ;  and  whether  any 
special  inquiries  were  made  at  places 
licensed  for  vivisection  as  to  the  precise 
number  of  dogs  which  they  keep,  and  if 
this  number  corresponds  with  the  number 
of  licences  issued  in  respect  to  each  siich 
institution. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Hobhouse.)  No 
separate  record  is  kept  of  licences  taken 
out  for  institutions  licensed  for  vivisection 
but  if  my  hon.  friend  desires  it  I  could 
ascertain  from  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  in  the  different  districts  the 
number  of  licences  taken  out  for  each  of 
the  institutions  named  ;  but  some  time 
must  elapse  before  I  could  procure  the 
information. 


Welsh  Poftal  Pay. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
the  new  scales  of  pay  and  units  of  work 
for  the  Post  Offices  at  Welshpool,  Newton, 
Montgomery,  Llanfyllin,  Llanidloes,  and 
Machynlleth  have  yet  been  settled, 

I  (Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  further 
announcement  on  the  subject  of  classi- 
fication very  soon. 

Unused  Beply-Paid  Telegrams. 
Mr.  cowan  (Surrey,  Guildford) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  regulation 
under  which  the  Post  Office  retains  all 
moneys  paid  in  respect  of  unused  reply- 
paid  telegram  forms  when  application 
for  the  return  of  such  amounts  is  not 
made  by  the  sender  within  two  months  of 
the  date  of  issue  of  such  forms  ;  whether 
he  can  state  how  many  of  these  forms 
have  been  cancelled,  and  what  is  the 
amount  of  private  property  which  has 
been  confiscated  under  this  regulation 
since  it  came  into  operation  ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  Amendment  of  the 
regulation  with  a  view  to  enabling  the 
I  public  to  receive  value  for,  or  to  recover 
I  at  any  time,  moneys  paid  to  the  Post 
Office  in  respect  of  services  which  it  at 
present  refuses,  after  an  arbitrarily  fixed 
date,  to  render. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  regulation 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  and  the 
j  question  of  amending  it  with  the  object 
suggested  has  been  frequently  considered. 
It  has  not,  however,  been  found  possible 
to  devise  a  system  which  would  place  a 
check  upon  fraud  without  at  the  same 
time  involving  expenditure  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  inconvenience  which  it  ia 
desired  to  remove.  But  I  am  making 
further  inquiry  into  the  question.  I  have 
at  present  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  reply-paid  forms  which  have 
remained  unused,  and  of  which  the  value 
has  not  been  recovered  within  the  pre- 
scribed period. 

Education  Waivers. 
Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire,  Chor- 
ley) :    To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
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of  Educatioii  in  how  many  cases  during 
the  school  year  1907-8  applications  for 
waiver  under  Articles  5  and  18b  were 
received  by  the  Board. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Rundman.)  The 
Board  was  asked  by  resolutions  of  local 
education  authorities  to  waive  Article  5 
in  the  case  of  sixty  schools,  and  Article 
18b  in  the  case  of  twenty-eight  schools. 
A  full  return  of  such  cases,  with  the 
necessary  explanations,  will  shortly  be 
issued  by  the  Board. 

Ballinolare  Motor  Natality. 
SiR^  THOMAS  ESMONDE^  (Wexford, 
N.) :  *To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  if  the  attention  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
Andrew  Carton,  of  Boley,  who  was  killed 
by  a  motor  car  at  Ballinclare,  between 
Gforey  and  Camolin,  Coimty  Wexford,  on 
23rd  May  ;  whether  they  have  received 
a  resolution  from  the  Camolin  and 
Ballydufi  Farmers'  Association,  request- 
ing to  have  the  inquest  on  this  case 
reopened  ;  and  what  steps  they  propose 
to  take  in  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  evidence  given  at  the 
inquest  in  this  case  showed  that  the  yoimg 
man  Carton  lost  control  of  the  bicycle 
"which  he  was  riding  and  collided  with  a 
motor  car,  thereby  losing  his  life.  The 
driver  of  the  motor  car  is  stated  to  have 
himself  narrowly  escaped  losing  his  life 
owing  to  his  efforts  to  avoid  the  bicycle. 
The  coroner's  jurj'  exonerated  the  driver 
of  the  motor  car  from  blame,  and  the 
Government  are  not  aware  of  any  reason 
why  the  matter  should  be  reopened. 
The  resolution  referred  to  has  not  been 
received. 

ITniversity  College,  North  Wales. 
Mr.  REES  :fc  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  resolution  passed  by 
the  court  of  governors  of  the  University 
College  of  North  Wales,  Aberystwyth,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Government  grants  at 
present  given  to  the  Welsh  University 
colleges  are  totally  inadequate,  and 
urging  the  Government,  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  educational  endowments  in  Whales, 
the  poverty  of  students  attending,  and 
the  advanced  work  done  in  the  colleges. 


to    increase    the    giants    to   the  thiee 
colleges  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lhyd-Gearye.]  TIk- 
question  of  grants  to  the  Welsh  Univeraity 
colleges  is  under  consideration  by  a 
Committee  appointed  for  the  purpoee, 
and  I  am  unable  to  make  any  statement 
on  the  subject  at  present. 

Friendly  Socieiy  Certificates  of  IThritL 
Mb.  wiles  (Islington,  S.)4Touk 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whetlier 
the  Government,  in  providing  for  the 
acceptance  of  certificates  of  thrift  fiom 
friendly  societies  under  Clause  3,  Section 
(1),  subsection  (6),  of  the  Old -Age 
Pensions  Bill,  intend  to  direct  that  sncli 
certificates  may  be  admissible  if  given, 
respectively,  by  any  society  registewd 
imder  the  Friendly  Societies  Act,  anj- 
similar  society  altiiough  not  registend 
under  the  Act,  and  other  types  oi 
society  which,  while  established  for  the 
purpose  of  promotion  of  thrift,  aie  not 
confined  to  the  provision  of  benefits  in 
sickness  and  death. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  It  is- 
not  the  intention  that  any  dUstinction 
should  be  drawn  between  registeied 
societies  and  non-registered  societies,  is 
such,  whose  operations  are  directed  to> 
the  encouragement  of  thrift. 

Uganda  Bailway. 
Mr.   swift  MACNEILL  :     To  ask 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  will  agree  to  a  Return  show- 
ing the  complete  accounts  of  the  capitsl 
expenditure  on  the  Uganda  Railwayr 
the  charge  involved  upon  the  Exchequer 
by  that  capital  expenditure,  the  gross 
and  net  earnings  of  the  line  for  each  year 
since  it  was  opened,  together  with  an 
Estimate  of  the  further  capital,  if  any, 
required  to  equip  it  for  traffic. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely.)  My  rij^ 
hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply.  A 
Return  containing  the  information 
desired  shall  be  prepared  and  presented 
to  Parliament. 

Savings  Banks  and  State  Aid. 
Mr.   swift  MACNEILL :     To  ask 
Mr.     Chancellor     of     the     Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  csJkd 
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•/O  the  statement  made  by  Sir  E.  W. 
Samilton,  in  his  evidence  given  to  the 
felect  Committee  on  the  Savings  Banks 
Funds  of  1902,  that  State  aid  to  savings 
Minks  would  have  a  very  demoralising 
$£Eect ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  for 
jome  years  past  State  aid  has  been 
jiven  to  the  savings  banks  by  making 
jood  deficiencies  in  the  working  accounts 
af  both  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks,  he 
purposes  to  take  any  measures  to  put 
an  end  to  the  demoralising  effect  result- 
ing from  this  State  aid. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-Ge(yrge.)  The 
position  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  this  question  was  explained  by  my 
predecessor  in  reply  to  a  Question  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  on  19th 
March.  He  then  stated  that,  although 
no  sufficient  reason  has  yet  arisen  for 
departing  from  the  policy  approved  by 
the  last  House  of  Commons  in  1904,  the 
subject  is  one  that  requires  to  be,  and  is, 
kept  steadily  in  view. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  wireless  tele- 
graphic messages  sent  by  His  Majesty's 
ships  are  continually  tapped  by  ships 
in  the  merchant  service,  both  British 
and  foreign,  equipped  with  the  wireless 
apparatus ;  and  whether  there  are 
wireless  systems  in  use  which,  owing  to 
tuning,  cannot  be  tapped. 

The  CrVIL  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Lambert,  Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  :  The  Admiralty  have  not 
found  any  system  of  wireless  telegraphy 
which  cannot  be  tapped  by  other  ships 
and  stations  possessing  suitable  instru- 
ments. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  system  of  wireless  telegraphy  used 
by  the  Admiralty  requires  so  much  horse- 
power for  long-distance  messages  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  send  messages  any 
considerable  distance  from  ship  to  shore  ; 


whether  there  are  other  wireless  systems 
in  regular  use  which  do  not  require  so 
much  horse-power  as  the  system  em- 
ployed by  the  Admiralty ;  and  whether 
the  Government  will  appoint  a  Committee 
of  experts  to  advise  the  Admiralty  as  to 
the  best  system  of  wireless  telegraphy 
to  use  in  the  Navv. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  and  last  parts  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  is  in  the  negative.  So  far  as 
is  known  there  are  no  other  systems 
which  require  less  horse-power  than  the 
Admiralty  system  to  ensure  reliable 
communication. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Are  we  to 
understand  from  that  reply  that  the 
Admiralty  are  satisfied  with  the  existing 
system  ? 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  No  doubt  it  is 
capable  of  improvement,  but  we  think 
it  is  the  best  available  at  present. 

Kaval  Volunteers  (Lands)  Bill 
Mr.  LAMONT  (Buteshire)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  exigencies  of  Parliamentary 
time  will  now  permit  of  his  taking  the 
next  stage  of  the  Naval  Volunteers 
(Lands)  Bill,  of  which  notice  was  given 
on  29th  January. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Bill  will  be  passed  this  session,  but  it  is 
not  yet  possible  to  announce  the  day 
of  taking  the  next  stage. 

Australian  Commonwealth  and  the  Navy. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  naval  arrange- 
ments have  been  concluded  between  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Common- 
wealth of  Australia  ;  and  if  he  can  state 
what  has  been  the  delay  in  bringing  the 
matter  to  a  close. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  The  Answer  to  the 
Question  is  in  the  negative.  I  can  only 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  replyTgiven 
to  him  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty on  21st  May.  The  subject  is  an 
exceedingly  complex  one,  and  the  scheme 
put  forward  by  the  Australian  Govern- 
ment requires  much  amplification. 
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Saturday  last,  I  am  not  yet  in  possession 
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Manufacture  of  Scottish  Tartani. 
*Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  cloth  of  which  the 
uniforms  of  Scottish  regiments  are  made 
is  manufactured  by  and  purchased  from 
Scottish  manufacturers ;  and,  if  so. 
whether  the  like  treatment  will  be 
accorded  to  manufacturers  in  Wales  in 
respect  of  the  uniforms  of  Welsh  regi- 
ments. 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  Highland  Urtan  for 
the  Army  is  made  exclusively  in  Scot- 
land. Should  any  Welsh  manufacturers 
desire  to  tender  for  Army  cloths,  the  War 
Office  will  be  glad  to  receive  appUcations. 

♦Mr.  REES :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  a  strong  impression  prevails  in 
Wales  that  the  Scottish  by  some  superior 
craft  or  subtlety  get  better  t^rms  in  this 
respect  ? 


Mr.  ACLAND 

the  cloth  better. 


I  do  believe  thev  make 


Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :    Are 

we  to  understand  that   Scottish  tartan 
is  to  be  made  in  Wales  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  If  the  Welsh  could 
make  any  cloth  good  enough,  we  should 
be  glad,  t  think,  to  buy  it  from  Wales. 

*Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby)  :  Will  the  War  Office  take 
care  to  procure  the  best  cloth  for  this 
purpose  at  the  least  possible  cost  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND  :    Certainly. 

*Mr.  REES  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  in  Wales  he  can  obtain  those 
conditions  ? 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  It  is 
in  Scotland  that  those  conditions  prevail. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  And  is  this  the 
United  Kingdom  ! 
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Army  Service  Corps. 
Mr.  H0\^  ARD  (Curaberland,  Eskdaie): 
3  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
"War  whether"  it  is  the  practice  not  to 
4prant  corps  pay  to  officers  of  the  Army 
•Service  Corps  when  they  are  students 
■of  the  staff  college ;  and  whether,  in 
"view  of  the  fact  that  this  involves 
a  diminution  of  pay  which  makes  it 
impossible   for   officers   living   on   their 

Ey  to  attend  the  college,  he  can  see 
\  way  in  future  to  grant  the  pay  to 
officers  so  serving. 


Mr,  ACLAND  :  Corps  pay  is  issuable 
under  the  Regulations  to  officers  of 
the  Army  Service  Corps  for  every  day 
on  which  they  are  employed  on  the 
iuties  of  their  corps :  but  when  studying 
*t  the  staff  college  with  a  view  to  qualify- 
ng  for  a  beneficial  appointment,  they 
fcre  not  so  employed,  and  like  officers 
>f  other  corps  at  the  staff  college  they 
^ease  to  receive  the  extra  pay  to  which 
bhey  are  entitled  when  employed  regi- 
DEtentally. 

Assam  Bengal  Eailway. 
Mr.  REE  5  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
been  called  to  the  frequent  thefts  which 
have  taken  place  on  the  Assam  Bengal 
EUilway  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  this 
tact,  and  the  recent  fires  at  the  jetties  at 
[Thittagong,  have  seriously  prejudiced  the 
interests  of  the  planting  community  and 
)f  the  public  of  the  province  of  Eastern 
Bengal  and  Assam  ;  and  whether  he  will 
iake  steps  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the 
laid  railway  thefts  and  jetty  fires. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
WATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan, 
Perthshire,  E.)  :  The  Local  Government 
kre  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 
ensuring  the  security  of  goods  on  the 
Lssam  Bengal  Railway  and  the  jetties 
.t  Chittagong,  and  have  now  under  their 
onsideration  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
.ppointed  in  March  last  to  consider 
he  question. 

Commnnications  with  Tibet. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 

ecretary   of   State    for    India    whether 

}   is   proposed   by   the   Government  of 

ndia  to  make  any  allotments  of  funds 


for  the  improvement  of  communications 
with  Tibet  in  order  to  the  development 
of  the  trade  of  that  country  with  India. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  No  proposals 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  by  the  Government  of  India 
for  improving  the  roads  from  India 
into  Tibet. 

*Mr.  REES :  If  this  is  not  done,  what 
advantage  will  the  Government  receive 
from  the  late  expedition  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  That  raises  a 
very  wide  question,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  give  an  answer. 

Madras  landed  Estates  Bill. 
*Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
the  sanction  of  the  Government  of  India 
has  yet  been  accorded  to  the  Madras 
Landed  Estates  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  Answer  is 
in  the  negative. 

Cost  of  Protecting  the  British  Legation 
at  Teheran. 
Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  the  cost  of  the  eight 
soldiers  of  the  Indian  Army  stationed 
for  the  protection  of  the  British  Legation 
at  Teheran  is  being  borne  by  the  Indian 
or  by   the   Home   Government. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  The  cost  of  the 
Legation  guard  at  Teheran  is  divided 
equally  between  the  British  and  Indian 
Exchequers  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  by  which  all  diplomatic  and 
Consular  expenditure  in  Persia  is  so 
divided. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  Is  it  proposed  to  increase  this 
guard    ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  That  is  not  a 
matter  which  falls  within  my  Depart- 
ment. 

Indentured  Labour  from  Madagascar. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  Gommunications  have  passed  between 
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His  Majesty's  Government,  that  of  France, 
and  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal, 
since  February,  1908,  in  respect  of  the  re- 
cruiting of  indentured  labourers  from 
Madagascar. 

The  under-secret ARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel  Seely, 
Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  No  com- 
munications passed  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  that  of  France.  The 
Governor-General  of  Madagascar  spoke 
in  public  strongly  against  the  proposal, 
and  it  was  understood  that  the  French 
Government  shared  his  objections.  The 
Transvaal  Government  have  since 
informed  the  Secretary-  of  State  that  it  is 
not  desired  that  any  further  action  should 
be  taken  in  the  matter.  ,  .    ,  • 

Tristan  d'Acnnna.  ""  *^ 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrew's  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  can  give  any  information  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  inhabitants  of  Tristan 
d'Acunha  and  the  date  of  the  last 
conmiunications. 
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Colonel  SEELY:  A  Report  dated 
28th  April,  has  been  received  recently 
from  the^  Rev.  J.  G.  Barrow,  the  clergy- 
man on  the  island,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  islanders  have  not  been  subject 
to  any  privation  lately.  During  1907 
twenty-eight  ships  were  sighted,  of 
which  seven  were  boarded  and  letters 
were  able  to  be  sent  ofE  five  times. 
According  to  this  Report,  Mr.  Keytal,  of 
Messrs.  Stephan  Bros.,  Capetown, 
intends  to  remain  on  the  island  this  year 
with  [the  object  of  working  up  a  trade. 
He  appears  to  have  sent  about  200  sheep 
to  Capetown. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  May 
I  have  a  copy  of  the  Report,  if  it  is  not 
confidential  I 

Colonel  Seely  :  I  have  not  seen  the 
Report :  I  will  let  the  hon.  Member 
know  if  he  can  have  it. 

Nigeria— land  Alienation. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 

Lyme)  :     I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secre- 

tarviof  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 

pending  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 


Northern  Nigerian  lanid,  he  will  soBpend 
the  alienation  of  land  in  Sonthem  Nignii 
where  the  conditionB  are  similar. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  Under  the  Native 
Lands  Acquisition  Ordinance,  vUd 
applies  to  the  whole  of  the  Frotectontfr 
of  Southern  Nigeria,  no  alien  may  acqnie 
any  interest  or  right  in  or  over  any  linh 
in  the  Protectorate  from  a  native  except 
under  an  instrument  which  has  leoored 
the  approval  in  writing  of  the  Governor. 
and  the  Governor  has  been  instneted 
that  only  grants  on  leasehold  taunt 
should  be  approved. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  Does  that  ab 
apply  to  the  C  olony  of  Lagos  ? 

Colonel  SEELY :  I  am  not  me. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  pit 
that  Question  down. 

Lagos  Kailway  Lands. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  tk 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  CoIodmi 
how  many  oj  the  1,800  plots  along  tk 
Lagos  Railway  that  have  been  txxmfA 
have  been  sold,  how  many  leased,  and  for 
what  length  of  lease. 

Colonel  SEELY:  I  have  not  tk 
particulars  asked  for  by  my  hon.  frieni 
but  the  Governor  will  be  requested  t» 
supply  them. 

Sedition  in  Korea— Case  of  Kr.  Bothd. 
Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire) :  Ib« 
I  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
,  Affairs  whether  the  prosecution  of  lb. 
I  Bethell  for  spreading  sedition  in  Kona 
I  throiLgh  his  newspaper  was  undertahs 
I  at  the  instance  of  the  Japanese  Goren- 

■  ment ;  and  whether  the  rebellion  wUi 
Mr.  Bethell  was  fomenting  was  zebelliiia 
against  the  Japanese  GovemnMnt  or 
against  the  Korean  State. 

The  secretary  of  STATB  wt 
;  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edwu» 
j  Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick) :  IW 
i  attention  of  EKs  Majesty's  Groyeznintfk 
>  was  drawn  to  the  conduot  of  Mi.BelUl 
'  by  the  Japanese  Government,  as  wdl  i» 
I  by    complaints    emanating    from  mm- 

■  Japanese  sources  ;  as  regards  the  seooad 
Question,   Mr.   Bethell  waa  pzoaeoDtel 

'  under  Article  5  of  the  China  and  Ooica 
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(Amendment)   Order  in   Coancil,    1907, 

OT^hich  provides  (amongst  other  things) 

tiiat    *'  every    person    subject    to    the 

Ciiminal  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  who 

prints,  publishes,  or  ofEers  for  sale  any 

printed  or  written  newspaper  or  other 

publication  contaioing  seditious  matter 

shall  be  guilty  of  a  grave  offeitce  against 

the  Principal  Order."    By  Sub-Article  (3) 

cl  the  above  Article,  it  is  provided  that 

••  matter  calculated  to  excite  tumult  or 

disorder  ....  shall   be  deemed  to   be 

seditious  matter  within  the  meaning  of 

this  Article."     The  case  does  not  seem  to 

me  to  be  affected  by  the  question  whether 

the  Oovemment  of  Korea  is  controlled 

by  Japan  or  not. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  by  Mr. 
Smeaton, 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  seditious 
matter  was  described  as  matter  calculated 
to  incite  to  disorder. 

Case  of  Mr.  Luxenburg. 
Captain  ^CRAIG  :  1  jbeg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs 
whether  he  is  yet  in  a  position  to 
announce  the  result  of  his  claim  .on  the 
Russian  Grovemment  for  compensation 
in  connection  with  the  unwarranted 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Luxen- 
burg. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Points  which 
have  arisen  in  connection  with  the 
case  are  still  being  considered  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown.  I  cannot  make  any  further 
statement. 

Captain  CRAIG :  I  will  repeat  the 
Question  this  day  week. 

Persian  Unrest— British  Legation  Ouard 
at  Teheran. 
MajorANSTRUTHERGRAY  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  reinforcing  the  garrison  of  eight 
men  of  the  Indian  Native  Cavalry  guard- 
ing the  British  Legation  at  Teheran. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  His  Majesty's 
Charge  d^ Affaires  has  reported  on  more 
than  one  occasion  that  he  anticipates  no 
danger  to  Europeans  in  Teheran.    I  do 


not,  therefore,  propose  to  take  any  steps 
to  reinforce  the  Legation  guard  unless 
he  should  state  that  he  considers  it 
advisable  to  do  so. 

The  Position  at  Tabriz. 
Major    ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :       I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  any 
intention  of  sending  help  to  the  British 
Consul-General  at  Tabriz  to  safeguard 
the  lives,  property,  and  interests  of 
British  subjects  in  that  city,  where  the 
mob  are  reported  to  have  seized  the 
arsenal  and  to  have  the  upper  hand. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  There  is  no 
reason  to  suppose,  from  the  reports- 
received  from  His  Majesty's  Legation  at 
Teheran,  that  the  lives,  property,  and 
interests  of  British  subjects  at  Tabriz, 
are  in  any  danger.  His  Majesty's  Con- 
sul-General at  that  place  has  at  his 
disposal  a  guard  of  six  mounted  men  of 
the  Indian  Army. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :   May 

I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  the 
latest  communication  was  received  from 
Tabriz,  and  whether  telegraphic  com- 
munication has  been  or  is  now  in* 
terrupted  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  No,  Sir. 
We  had  the  last  telegram  yesterday. 

Martial  Law  in  Persia— Emplosrment 
of  Russian  Officers. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  Persia  has  been  placed  under 
martial  law,  which  is  to  be  administered  by 
military  officers  of  the  Russian  Imperial 
Service  ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps,  if  any, 
are  being  taken  by  the  Government 
to  have  constitutional  government  re-^ 
established  in  that  country. 

Sir  EDWARD^GREY:  The  Shah 
has  issued  a  proclamation  placing  Persia 
under  martial  law.  I  am  not  sure  what 
appointments  the  Shah  has  given  to- 
Russian  officers.  Eis  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment do  not  propose  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  government  of  Persia. 

Russian  Tea  Duties. 
I  *Mr.  REES:^I  begtoasktheSecretary^ 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the- 
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contemplated  revision  of  the  Russian 
duties  on  Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  implies 
the  removal  of  the  imposts  placed  upon 
these  teas  in  1903,  or  the  admission  of  all 
teas,  whether  they  come  from  India, 
Ceylon,  China,  Java,  or  Japan,  on  the 
some  footing,  whether  imported  by  way 
of  Europe  or  Eastern  Asia. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  former  is 
the  case ;  it  is  the  imposts  placed  in 
1906  that  are  to  be  removed. 


Protestant  Missions  in  the  Congo 

Free  State. 
Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Leices- 
ter) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether  he  is  now 
in  a  position  to  state  what  the  result  of 
his  representations  to  the  Government 
of  the  Congo  Free  State  has  been  regard- 
ing the  refusal  of  that  Government  to 
grant  or  sell  sites  for  Protestant  missions 
within  the  State. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  No  com- 
munications on  the  subject  have  passed 
with  the  Congo  Grovernment  since  the 
correspondence  which  was  presented  to 
the  House  in  Papers  Africa  No.  2.  In 
the  event  of  annexation  being  delayed 
beyond  the  present  session  of  the  Belgian 
Parliament,  the  Congo  Government  will 
be  pressed  to  give  effect  to  the  assurance 
referred  to  in  their  note  of  28th  March, 
last. 

Brussels  Arms  Conference. 

Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  when  the  Brussels  Anns 
Conference  may  be  expected  to  conclude 
their  labours  ;  whether  all  that  they  can  do 
is  to  report  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments the  steps  they  may  think  it 
desirable  to  take  ;  and  whether,  as  the 
trade  in  arms  through  Muscat  is  in- 
creasingly dangerous  and  the  Brussels 
Conference  may  take  some  time  to  report, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  using 
pressure  on  the  Imam  of  Muscat  to  stop 
this  trade  as  much  as  possible. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  cannot 
name  any  definite  day  at  present  as  to 
when  the  Arms  Conference  may  be  ex- 
pected to  conclude  its  labours.     I  presume 


that  certain  arrangements  will  be  dim 
up  by  the  Conference  which  will  be  sigud 
or  reserved  as  the  case  may  be  bytb 
representatives  of  the  varioos  Powen 
As  regards  the  suggested  representationi 
to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat,  the  mfttts 
has  to  be  considered  in  connection  viA 
the  obligations  imposed  on  the  Solta 
by  his  treaties  with  other  Powers  besida 
Great  Britain,  and  I  can  only  repeat  tint 
the  matter  continues  to  occupy  our 
attention. 

In  answer  to  a  further  Question  \ti 
Mr.  Hart-Davies 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  the  whole 
subject  of  this  trade  in  arms  was  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Government. 

*Mr.  REES  :  Could  it  not  be  provided 
that  European  Powers  when  adoptini 
new  arms  should  not  dispose  of  ^ 
discarded  weapons  in  suspected  qnaito, 
for  which  they  would  be  likely  to  be  ns«d 
on  our  frontiers. 

Sir  EDWARD  GRET  asked  for 
notice. 

Russian  Legation  Ouard  at  Tehoia 
Mr.  lynch  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripon): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  fei 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Russiin 
Government  are  making  any,  and,  if  «> 
what,  additions  to  the  troops  guarding 
their  legation  at  Teheran  ;  also  wfaetkec 
there  are  any  precedents  for  the  parti- 
cipation by  foreign  officers  on  the  actin 
list  of  their  own  armies  in  acts  of  civil 
war  in  the  country  to  which  they  haw 
been  lent  by  their  own  Government. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  have  ne 
information  to  the  effect  that  tte 
Russian  Grovemment  are  increasing  thdr 
legation  guard  at  Teheran.  Then  aid 
I  am  informed,  several  precedents  iff 
the  loan  to  foreign  Governments  if 
officers  on  the  active  list,  whose  aervkflS 
would  not  necessarily  be  affected  by  Aa 
internal  situation  in  the  countries  lAen 
they  arc  employed. 

Mr.  lynch  :  Can  the  right  hoD. 
Grentleman  cite  one  instance  in  our  owa 
case  ? 
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Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Has 
le  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  informa- 
i>n  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Russian 

lATd? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  asked  for  notice. 

Maeedonian  Agreement. 
Mr.  lynch  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
ity  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
e  will  arrange  that  the  Papers  embody- 
ig  the  agreement  arrived  at  with 
kOssia  over  the  Macedonian  question 
bll  be  presented  to  Parliament  before 
ie  Foreign  Office  Vote  is  taken. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  can  give 
>  definite  undertaking ;  it  depends 
»on  the  progress  of  negotiations  with 
rher  Powers. 

Mr.  lynch  asked  when  Papers  would 
)  laid  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  As  soon  as 
e  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  other 
owers.  Then  we  shall  lay  Papers  on 
le  points  on  which  we  are  agreed.  I 
in  make  no  promise  beyond  that. 

Penian  Befogees  in  the  Teheran 
Consulate. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ik  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
S&iTS  whether  the  British  consulate  at 
eheran  is  surrounded  by  Persian  troops 
nd  all  persons  examined  who  pass  in  or 
ut ;  and  whether  he  can  now  state  the 
ature  of  the  securities  which  ^^411  be 
jquired  before  any  refugees  now  in  the 
ansulate  will  be  surrendered  to  the 
hah' 3  Government 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Persian 
oops  who  surrounded  His  Majesty's 
gat  ion  at  Teheran  have  now  been 
ithdrawn.  With  regard  to  the  last 
art  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question, 
e  require  a  written  guarantee  of  the 
ifety  of  the  lives,  persons,  and  property 
[  refugees  before  requesting  them  to  leave 
le  legation  ;  and  in  the  case  of  any 
ccused  of  crimes  as  distinct  from 
olitical    offences    an    assurance    before 


surrendering  them,  that  they  should  have 
a  fair  trial  at  which  a  member  of  the 
legation  would  be  present. 

The  Beval  Meeting. 
Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
the  internal  affairs  of  Persia  were  dis- 
cussed at  the  recent  meeting  at  Reval 
between  His  Majesty  the  King  and  the 
Czar  of  Russia. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Persian  affairs^ 
were  very  little  touched  upon  during  the 
visit  to  ReVal,  and  what  mention  of 
them  there  was  related  solely  to  frontier 
disputes  and  commercial  matters.  But 
the  condition  of  internal  affairs  in  Persia 
has  formed  the  subject  of  communica- 
tion between  the  two  Governments  on 
various  occasions  both  before  and  since 
the  visit  to  Reval. 

ITnited  States  Liquor  Licence  Duties. 
Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can  state  the  rates 
of  duty  charged  on  liquor  licences  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  New  York ;  whether  he  can 
give  the  total  sums  annually  raised  by 
such  duties  for  each  class  of  licence  and 
the  number  of  such  licences  in  these 
high-licence  States;  and,  if  he  is  not  in 
possession  of  the  facts,  whether  he  would 
request  His  Majesty's  Embassy  at 
Washington  ^o  supplement  their  Report 
No.  657,  of  1907,  by  furnishing  the 
information. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  informa- 
tion asked  for  by  my  hon.  friend  in  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  rather  too 
long  to  be  stated  in  a  verbal  Answer, 
but  will  be  circulated  with  the  Votes. 
As  regards  the  second  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, t  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
at    Washington. 

The  Imprisoned  Suffragists. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :     I  beg  to  ask 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  ensure  that  women  sent  to  prison  as 
political  offenders,  whether  in  default 
of  payment  of  fines  or  otherwise,  shall 
receive  the  same  treatment  as  men  when, 
imprisoned  as  political  offenders. 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.) :  Except  where  there 
is  an  express  direction  in  the  statute  (as 
in  the  case  of  contempt  of  Court  or 
seditious  hbel)  the  treatment  of  a  prisoner 
in  prison  depends  entirely  on  the  order 
of  the  Court.  Whether  ofienders  are 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  first, 
in  the  second,  or  in  the  third  division,  no 
distinction  in  treatment  is  made  between 
men  and  women.  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  that  the  orders  made  by  the  Court 
in  the  case  of  women  have  in  any  instance 
been  more  severe  than  the  orders  made  in 
similar  circumstances  on  men  offenders. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  was 
aware  that  when  Dr.  Jameson  was  put  in 
gaol  for  a  political  offence  he  was  accorded 
special  treatment ;  and  whether,  as  there 
was  considerable  feeling  on  this  subject 
of  the  treatment  of  women  in  prison,  he 
would,  on  account  of  their  more  highly- 
strung  temperament,  direct  that  they  be 
more  considerately  dealt  with. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  case  of  Dr. 
Jameson  was  totally  different.  He  was 
•  convicted. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Will  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  reconsider  the 
position  generally,  with  a  view  to  taking 
steps  in  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  reconsider  the  law.  The  matter 
is  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Cannot  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  issue  a  circular  to  I  action. 


Mb.  CLAUDBHAY  :  Bnthasnottlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  zepresenti- 
tions  to  magistrates  { 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  ReaUy,  the  hon. 
Member  should  give  notice  of  some  of 
these  Questions,      -.^j 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  subsequentk 
asked  the  Home  Secretary  if  he  wu 
aware  that  one  of  the  ladies  who  had 
been  imprisoned,  Miss  Logan,  wu  the 
daughter  of  a  former  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  whom  they  aU 
respected,  and  whether  some  metm 
could  not  be  taken  to  alleviate  the 
undoubted  distress  caused  to  these  edu- 
cated women  by  the  kind  of  treatment 
they  were  receiving. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  mIIt 
no  power  to  interfere  with  the  discretioa 
of  the  magistrate.  I  must  remind  tk 
hon.  and  learned  Grentleman  that  these 
ladies  are  surety  prisoners  end  can  come 
out  at  any  moment  they  like. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E): 
Is  it  not  fair  and  reasonable,  to  say  the 
least,  that  these  ladies  should  not  he 
treated  more  harshly  in  prison  than  veie 
Dr.  Jameson  and  other  men  who  plunged 
this  country  into  war  ? 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:     Is  it  not  the 

fact  that  as  a  result  of  representation! 

the   right   hon.   Gentleman   made  to  a 

I  certain  magistrate  on  one  occasion  the 

I  ladies  in  prison  did  get  better  treatment! 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  Two  years  ago 
I  did  make  representations  to  a  certain 
magistrate  and  he  was  pleased  to  tab 
notice   of  them.     But  it  was  his  om 


magistrates  or  take  some  step  of  that 
nature  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :    The  matter  must 
rest  with  the  magistrate.  i 


Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:     But  surely  the  i  good  thing  to  try 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  discretionary 
power.     He  has  used  it  before. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  a  penon 
went  down  and  gave  bail  for  these  ladiei 
would  they  be  turned  out  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :     It  might  be  a 


Mr.  GLADSTONE  :    No.  Sir,  I  have 
no  discretionary  power. 


i  Mr.  HAZLETON  (Galway.  N.) :  WU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  make  Bimilu 
representations  in  these  cases  to 
which  he  made  two  years  ago  t 
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Mb.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) : 
mfiidering  that  these  ladies  are  specially 
»iron8  of  going  to  prison,  would  not 
•  turn  them  out  of  prison  be  the  best 
inishment  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Polioe  and  the  Sufiagist  Baid. 

Major  RENTON  (Lincolnshire,  Gains- 
3ioagh) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
E  State  for  the  Home  Department 
hat  extra  labour  was  entailed  on  the 
tetropolitan  Police,  and  at  what  cost 
J  the  public,  if  any,  on  30th  June  by 
bieir  duties  in  carrying  out  the  sessional 
tder  prohibiting  meetings  in  the  vicinity 
( the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  1,694  extra 
>Uce  were  employed  on  30th  June, 
It  I  am  not  able  to  state  what  was 
e  total  amount  of  extra  labour  in- 
»1ved.  The  cost  to  the  public  is  repre- 
nted  by  the  expenses  of  travelling 
corred  by  men  brought  in  from  distant 
aces,  and  by  the  payment  of  refresh- 
ent  allowance  to  those  on  duty  for 
ne  hours  or  more.  This  has  not  yet 
)en  ascertained. 

Church  Army  Midnight  March. 
Mb.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (Westmin- 
ier) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
bate  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
9  has  received  any  report  from  the  police, 
i  the  ordinary  course,  with  regard  to 
^nes  of  drunkenness  on  the  occasion 
I  a  midnight  march  in  a  limited  area 
I  Westminster  on  the  night  of  4th 
pril  last ;  whether  he  ordered  a  special 
tport  to  be  made  by  the  police  present 
iring  the  march ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
>  will  state  what  number  of  men,  if 
ty,  in  a  drunken  condition  the  police 
ported  to  have  been  in  the  streets  on 
at  occasion. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  No  report  from 
o  police  was  received  by  me  on  the 
oasion  of  the  procession  of  members 

the  Church  Army  to  which  the  hon. 
amber  refers,  but  I  have  made  inquiry, 
id  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner 

Police  that  the  officers  who  accom- 
knied  the  procession  state  that  no  case 

drunkenness  was  observed  by  them  in 


the  streets  through  which  the  procession 


Mb.  BURDETT-COUTTS:  May  I 
ask  if  there  is  any  confirmation  at  all 
in  the  report  of  the  statement  widely 
published  that  from  150  to  200  men  in 
a  drunken  condition  were  met  in  the 
area  during  that  march  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  know  nothing 
whatever  of  the  statement  to  which  my 
hon.  friend  refers,  but  I  have  given  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

♦Mr.  LEIF  JONES  :  Was  a  report 
deemed  unnecessary  because  there  was 
no  unusual  amount  of  drunkenness  on 
that  occasion  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  can  only  repeat 
that  no  case  of  drunkenness  was  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  police. 

Motor-Bus  Fatalities. 
Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State*  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  can  state 
the  number  of  accidents,  fatal  or  other- 
wise, due  to  motor-buses  during  the  last 
two  months  in  London  and  the  sur- 
rounding districts  ;  in  what  portion  of 
greater  London  have  these  accidents 
been  most  frequent ;  and  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  number  of 
accidents  in  the  Metropolitan  Police 
District,  caused  by  motor-buses,  includ- 
ing both  those  which  did  and  those  which 
did  not  cause  personal  injuries,  was  334 
in  April,  and  483  in  May.  Five  persons 
were  fatally  injured  by  such  accidents 
in  April,  and  12  in  May.  The  figures 
for  June  are  not  yet  available.  Such 
accidents  have  been  most  frequent  ia 
Oxford  Street,  where  67  occurred  ;  in 
Barking  Road  with  30 ;  and  in  the 
King's  Road,  Chelsea,  with  33,  during 
the  time  mentioned.  As  I  have  often 
said,  the  police  do  their  very  best,  under 
the  existing  law,  to  put  a  stop  to  danger- 
ous driving,  but  I  am  considering  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible,  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  might  not  be  desirable,  to 
reduce  the  speed  limit  of  motor-omni- 
buses to  ten  miles  an  hour  as  a  condition 
of  their  licence. 
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Female  Criminals. 
Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tarv  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
when  it  will  be  possible  for  his  Depart- 
ment to  extend  the  benefit  of  the  Borstal 
system  to  the  woman  criminal. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  If  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  becomes  law,  the 
necessary  arrangements  will  be  made  for 
this  purpose. 

Chief  Constables  of  County  Police. 

Mr.  WATT:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depait- 
meut  if  he  is  aware  that  only  five 
out  of  the  fifty-six  chief  constables  of 
counties  in  England  and  Wales 
have  been  raised  from  the  ranks ;  if 
so,  will  he  say  what  class  of  men  are 
preferred  for  these  positions  to  those 
trained  to  the  business ;  and  will  he 
indicate  to  the  local  authorities  who  have 
the  appointments  that  he  will  not  give 
his  approval  to  others  than  constables 
until  the  proportion  of  those  from  the 
ranks  is  much  increased. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  precise  luimber  of  chief  constables 
who  can  be  described  as  having  risen  from 
the  ranks,  either  in  counties,  where  the 
proiwrtion  is  small,  or  in  borouglis, 
where  it  is  much  larger.  Among  the 
chief  constables  are  included  former 
officers  of  tlu^  Navy  and  Army,  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  and  members  of  other 
public  services,  in  which  they  have 
acquired  the  necessary  qualifications. 
The  selection  of  chief  constables  is  made 
by  the  local  authorities  ;  and  I  could  not 
properly  interfere  with  the  full  respon- 
sibility and  discretion  which  they  are 
bound  to  exercise  by  giving  any  such 
dinntioii  as  is  suggested. 

Head  Poisoning  at  Tunstall. 
♦Sir  CHAHLKS  W.  DILKK  (Glouces-  , 
tershivc,  P\)n»st  of  Dean)  :    I  beg  to  ask  I 
the    Secretary   of    State    for   the    Home  I 
Department  whether  there  has  been  re- 
ported  to    the    Home    (.)lHce    an    extra- 
onliuarv     in<idence     of      lead-j)oisoning 
at    the     Woodland     Pottery,    Tunstall:  ' 
whether    a    portion    of    Hule    2    in    the  ' 
amended    special    rules,    established    by 
the  award  of   Lord  .lames  of   Hereford, 
ib'tlares  that  if  aiiv  factorv  to  which  the 


rule  applies  shall,  by  reason  of  the 
occurrence  of  cases  of  lead-poisoningi 
appear  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  he  nur 
prohibit  the  use  of  lead  ;  whether  thu 
rule  has  been  put  in  force  ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  applying 
it  to  such  cases. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  Yes,  Sir,  elev«i 
cases  of  lead-poisoning  at  these  worb 
(three  of  which,  however,  are  doubtful)  • 
have  been  reported  to  the  Factoir 
Department,  during  the  current  year, 
as  compared  with  three  in  1907,  none 
in  1906,  two  in  1905,  nine  in  1904,  and 
one  in  1903.  Proceedings  were  taken 
in  April  last  against  the  firm,  and  ap- 
plication made  under  Section  18  for  an 
order  prohibiting  the  works  l)eing  med 
until  the  necessary  alterations  had  been 
made.  On  the  firm  giving  an  undertaking 
to  remedy  the  defective  arrangements 
for  drying  and  ware -cleaning,  to  which 
the  heavy  incidence  of  poisoning  is 
attributed,  the  stipendiar}',  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  medical  inspector  and 
lady  inspector  in  charge  of  the  case* 
adjourned  the  hearing.  The  alterations, 
which  are  a  difficult  matter  and  will  cost, 
I  understand,  some  £5,000,  are  now  being 
carried  out,  and  are  to  be  completed  by 
23rd  August.  As  regards  the  second 
part  of  the  Question,  there  is  such  a 
power  as  mentioned  in  the  special  rulei: 
it  is  a  power  which  is  intended  only  for 
very  exceptional  cases  and  has  not 
hitherto  been  used.  In  view  of  the 
action  of  the  stipendiary',  I  do  not  think 
I  could  properly  direct  action  to  be  taken 
under  this  special  power  at  present ;  but 
the  works  will  be  kept  under  observation 
and  if  the  heavy  incidence  of  poiaoning 
continues,  I  shall  consider  what  faitbff 
action,  whether  under  the  rule  or  othe^ 
wise,  is  required. 

Miners  (Eight  Honn)  Bill! 

Mr.  BOAVLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  far 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  on 
inform  the  House,  approximately, 
what  date  the  last  ballot  with 
to  the  eight-hours  day  in  coal  mines  i 
taken  by  the  Miners'  Federation;  and 
what  were  the  specific  questions  tiieii 
voted  on  by  its  members. 
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Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  afraid  I 
bmv©  nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  which 
[  gave  to  a  previous  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  on  this  subject  on  7th  May  last. 

The  Patents  Act. 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
io  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  diplomatic 
cepiesentations  have  been  made  asking 
hr  an  extension  of  the  time-limit  under 
die  new  patent  law  beyond  28th  August, 
1908;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  decision 
of  the  Government  in  this  behalf. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) :  Re- 
pfesentations  have  been  received  from 
Ae  Governments  of  the  United  States 
tod  of  Germany  in  respect  of  Section 
27  of  the  Patents  and  Designs  Act,  1907, 
but  His  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
intention  of  proposing  the  fresh  legis- 
lation which  I  am  advised  would  be 
necessary  in  order  to  modify  the  pro- 
visions of  the  section. 

irnemplo3rment. 
Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
ient  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
Rrhether  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
imemployment  reached  the  percentage 
>f  7*  9  during  the  month  of  May  ;  whether 
lie  can  inform  the  House  of  the  last 
fear  in  which  imemployment  reached 
lo  high  a  figure  during  that  month ; 
Mrhether  he  has  any  figures  to  show 
Jhe  amount  of  unemployment  in  London 
md  the  surrounding  districts  as  com- 
pared with  other  parts  of  the  country 
luring  May  ;  also  the  amount  of  pauper- 
ysm  as  compared  with  other  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
Eact  that  legislation  based  upon  the 
Eteport  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission 
wiU  not  be  possible  this  year,  he  can  state 
ihe  steps  which  the  Grovemment  is  pro- 
posing to  take  to  tide  over  the  inter- 
vening period  of  unemployment. 

The  PARLL4.MENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERN- 
tfBNT  BOARD  (Mr.  Mastermax, 
iVest  Ham,  N.) :  I  am  aware  that  the 
ietums  made  by  trade  unions  to  the 
3oard  of  Trade  show  that  in  May  last 
•9  of  the  members  were  unemployed. 
die  extent  of  the  unemployment 
ras    considerably    affected    by   the    in- 
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dustrial  disputes  in  the  engineering 
and  shipbuilding  trades.  The  latest  date 
at  which  an  equally  high  proportion  of 
unemployment  was  shown  in  the  Returns, 
was,  I  understand.  May,  1887.  So  far 
as  can  be  ascertained  7*5  per  cent,  of 
the  members  of  the  trade  unions  in 
the  London  district  making  Returns 
were  unemployed  at  the  end  of  May  last. 
The  number  of  persons  receiving  Poor 
Law  relief  at  the  same  date  in  London 
and  in  the  adjoining  Poor  Law  unions 
was  160,698  or  22*5  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  the  corresponding  proportion 
in  England  and  Wales  generally  being 
22-3  per  1,000.  The  Government  pro- 
pose to  renew  for  another  year  the 
Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905. 

Mr.  SNOWDEN  (Blackburn)  asked 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns  did 
not  exclude  unemployment  on  account 
of  strikes  and  lock-outs. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  said  that  was  so  ; 
but  the  unemployed  in  subsidiary  trades 
affected  by  strikes  and  lock-outs  were 
included. 

Westerhope  School  Site. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton-^ 
shire)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  why  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  May,  1907,  sanc- 
tioned a  loan  which  included  a  loan  of 
about  £698  as  the  purchase  price  of 
about  three-quarters  of  an  acre  for 
school  purposes,  between  Westerhope 
and  North  Warbottle,  in  Northumberland, 
of  which  the  annual  value  for  rating  is 
about  27s.  a  year ;  and  whether  the 
Board  will  take  steps  to  avoid  sanctioning 
further  loans  for  the  purchase  of  land 
at  exorbitant  prices. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  I  can  assure  my 
hon.  friend  that  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  will  take  all  possible  steps  to 
prevent  the  purchase  of  land  at  ^exorbit- 
ant prices  where  it  is  in  their  power 
to  do  so.  As  regards  the  particular 
case  to  which  he  refers,  at  the  time 
the  loan  was  sanctioned  the  annual 
value  of  the  land  for  rating  purposes 
had  not  been  ascertained,  and  the 
Board's  attention  was  not  drawn  to  its 
high  price.  I  may  add  that  had  not  the 
loan  been  sanctioned  the  two  parishes 
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served  by  the  school  would  have  had  to 
pay  three-fourths  of  the  cost  of  the  site, 
or  more  than  £500  out  of  one  year's 
rates. 

Me.  WEDGWOOD  :  WTien  a  county 
council  makes  a  bargain,  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  cost  has  to  be  paid  by  the 
parish  is  that  body  to  have  no  voice  in 
the  matter  ? 

Mr.  MASTERMAN:  The  purchase 
was  carried  out  by  the  county  council 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. The  Local  Government  Board 
sanctioned  the  loan  at  the  request 
of  the  county  council.  Had  there  been 
no  sanction  three-fourths  of  the  cost 
would  have  fallen  on  the  parish. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston):  If 
the  Local  Government  Board  knew 
the  price  was  excessive  why  did  they 
sanction  it. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  :  In  these  cases 
they  do  not  make  detailed  inquiries 
unless  some  local  objection  is  taken. 
In  this  case  although  local  objection  was 
taken  at  the  county  council,  it  was  not 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Cash  on  Delivery  in  Moroooo. 
Major    ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :       I 

beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
the  cash  on  delivery  service  will  be 
extended  to  Casablanca  and  to  all  places 
in  Morocco  where  the  British  Post  Office 
maintains  an  agency  instead  of  being 
confined  to  Tangier  alone,  seeing  the 
boon  such  a  step  would  be  to  British 
residents. 

Thk  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
SvDNKY  BuxTOX,  Towcr  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  In  view  of  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  Morocco,  and  of  the  novelty  of 
tlie  cash-on-delivery  system,  I  think  it 
desirable  to  await  some  experience  of 
the  working  of  the  service  before  extend- 
ing it  as  the  hon.  Member  suggests. 

Expenses  of  Local  Education  Authorities. 
Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  l>eg  toask  the  President 
nf  the  Board  of  Education  whether  he  has 
made  aty  provision  whatever  for  addi- 
tional grants  to  local  educational  authori- 
ties in  view  of  the  extra  expense  entailed 


by  medical  inspection  and  the  importanoe 
of  encouraging  such  authorities,  maay  of 
which  are  at  present  financially  crippled, 
to  carr}'  out  the  wishes  of  his  Departmot. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  or 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  Ruxciman,  Den- 
bury)  :  I  regret  I  can  add  nothing  to 
the  statements  which  have  already  bea 
made  by  my  predecessor  to  the  eSeet 
that  the  Government  are  unable  to  hold 
out  any  hope  of  a  special  grant  in  aid  of 
medical  inspection  in  anticipation  of  tk 
additional  sum  which  has  been  promifled 
in  connection  with  the  Education  M 
now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ALDEN  :  May  I  ask  whether  in  the 
cases  in  which  the  expense  has  abeidj 
been  incurred  that  wUl  be  taken  into 
account  ?  Did  not  the  right  hon.  Gentk- 
niau  promise  that  assistance  should  be 
given  in  these  cases  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Bristol  Post  OfBioe. 

Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham.  8.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-Genenl  if 
he  is  aware  that  the  contractor,  Mr. 
Blake,  of  Plymouth,  who  is  building  i 
new  wing  to  the  post  office  in  SnuU 
IStr;»et,  Bristol,  is  not  paying  the  recof- 
iiisetl  trade  union  rates  of  wages  forovff- 
time,  and  if  he  intends  taking  any  action 
in  the  matter. 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  or 
WORKS  (Mr.  L.  HAReouRT,  Lancashire, 
Kossendale)  :  It  appears  that  a  smill 
amount  of  overtime  has  been  worked 
under  a  misunderstanding  at  less  tku 
tlie  standard  rates  for  such  wort  I 
am  taking  steps  to  secure  that  tk  . 
standard  rates  shall  be  paid  daring  tk 
continuance  of  the  contract. 

Small  Holdings  Act— Schemet  Sahmtttri. 
Mr.     MONTAGU       (Cambridgeshire. 
Chesterton)  :      I   beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Boaid  of 
Agriculture,  if  any  county  councils  have 
submitted  to  the  Board  more  than  one 
scheme  ur.der  the  Small  Holdings  Act,- 
of   1907  ;      how  much   land  has  been 
])urc based   under   schemes    which  have 
been  approved ;      how  much  land  hat 
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leen  leased ;  and  whether  any  schemes 
rhkli  necessitate  the  use  of  compulsory 
K>wer8  have  been  submitted  or  approved. 

The  treasurer  of  the  HOUSE  - 
BOLD  (Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Somer- 
letshire,  S.) :  The  Gloucester  County 
3cmncil  have  submitted  six  schemes ; 
Norfolk,  four  ;  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  two. 
In  regard  to  the  ten  schemes  which  have 
been  provisionally  approved  or  con- 
Brmed,  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  31 5 J 
ftcres  and  to  lease  455  acres.  No  schemes 
have  yet  been  submitted  which  necessitate 
the  use  of  compulsory  powers. 


Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  Certainly. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  :  Is  there  any  power  under 
the  Act  allowing  county  councils  to  charge 
these  expenses  out  of  the  rates  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  These 
preliminary  expenses  can  be  charged  out 
of  the  rates. 


Small  Holdings  Act— Preliminary 
Inquiries. 


Small  Holdings  Act— Time  of  Holding 
Inquiries. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
j  bury)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
!  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture  have 
Mr.  MONTAGU  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon .  any  information  at  their  disposal  showing 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre-  I  in  how  many  districts  meetings  have 
•enting  the  President  of  the  Board  of  |  been  held  by  county  councils  for  the 
Agriculture,  whether  the  Commissioners  |  purpose  of  hearing  applications  under  the 
appointed  under  the  Small  Holdings  Act  Small  Holdings  Act  at  an  hour  when 
of  1907  have  visited  ever^'  county  council  agricultural  labourers  and  others  who 
area  to  which  the  Act  applies  ;    whether    are  occupied  all  day  can  attend  ;   and,  if 


there  is  any  area  in  which  no  action  is 
being  taken  by  the  county  council  to 
ascertain  the  demand  for  small  holdings  ; 
whether,    although    the    Act    provides 
that  the  Commissioners  should  ascertain 
such  demand,  in  fact  the  county  councils 
are  doing  this,  from  what  source  if  the 
Commissioners  acted  as  the  Act  provides  j 
would  the  expenses  of  such  inquiry  be  \ 
defrayed  ;   and  from  what  source  are  the  I 
expenses  of  such  inquiries  now,  in  fact,  \ 
being  defrayed.  I 

Sir   EDWARD   STRACHEY:      The! 

Commissioners,  or    an   inspector   acting  | 
under    their    instructions,  have    visited 
every  administrative  county  except  the  , 
Scilly   Isles,  and   every   county    council 
is  taking  steps  to  ascertain  the  demand. 
The    Act    provides    that  councils    shall 
famish  the  Commissioners  with  such  infor-  \ 
mation  as  they  may  reasonably  require, 
and  this  is  what  the  councils  have  been 
doing.     The  expenses  of  their  prelimin- 
ary   inquiries   are   defrayed   out    of  the 
county  rate.     Similar  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Commissioners  are  paid  out  of 
money  provided  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley)  : 
Is  there  anything  to  prevent  the  county 
councils  putting  the  expenses  of  these 
inquiries  on  the  rents  of  the  small  hold- 
ings ? 


not,  whether  the  Board  will  take  steps 
to  obtain  such  information. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  Such  infor- 
mation as  the  Board  possess  on  this  subject 
does  not  suggest  that  any  general  in- 
quiry is  necessary,  but  the  matter  will 
be  kept  in  view  by  the  Commissioners 
who  are  in  continuous  communication 
with  coimty  councils. 

Hoilesley  Bay  Colony. 
Mr. RAMSAY  MACDONALD: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  the  Board  will  send  down  to 
Hoilesley  Bay  a  Commissioner  to  in- 
vestigate and  Report  upon  the  agricul- 
tural value  of  the  work  done  on  the 
farm,  and  lay  the  Report  upon  the 
Table  before  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  Vote  is  taken. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  I  would 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  my  reply  to  his 
Question  on  this  subject  on  the  22nd  ult. 
The  Board  regret  that  they  do  not 
see  their  way  to  take  the  course  suggested. 

Expenses  under  the  Small  Holdings  Act. 

Mr. 'JESSE   COLLINGS:    I  beg  to 

ask  the'hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset , 
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as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  any  officers  appointed 
by  a  county  council  for  the  purposes  of 
establishing  small  holdings,  and  any 
salaries  and  expenses  connected  with 
the  management  and  supervisions  of 
small  holdings  after  they  are  established, 
will  be  recouped  by  putting  additional 
rent  on  the  land  occupied  by  the  small 
holders. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The  SmaU 
•Holdings  Act,  1892,  requires  councils 
to  fix  the  rents  at  such  reasonable 
amounts  as  will  in  their  opinion  guard 
them  against  loss.  The  Board  have 
no  power  to  decide  what  expenses  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  a  council 
in  carrying  out  this  provision. 

Mr.    JESSE    COLLINGS:      Is    the 

meaning  of  that  that  the  expenses  are 
placed  on  the  rents  of  the  smallholdings  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  The 
meaning  is  that  no  loss  shall  fall  on  the 
county  T&te, 

Small  Holdings  Act— Purchase  of  Land 
in  Excess  of  Demand. 

Mr.  REND  all  (Gloucestershire, 
Thorubury ) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  a  county  comicil  having  applica- 
tions for  200  acres  of  land  in  one  place 
imder  the  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 
Act,  and  having  a  suitable  farm  of,  say 
280  acres  offered  to  it,  is  precluded  by 
the  Act  from  taking  such  farm,  even 
though  there  be  no  difficulty  in  letting 
off  the  80  acres  not  applied  for  to  another 
tenant. 

Sir      EDWARD      STRACHEY:     A 

council  is  not  precluded  by  the  Act  from 
acquiring  an  area  in  excess  of  that  for 

which  they  have  received  applications. 

» 

Co-operative  Societies  and  Small 
Holdings. 

Mr.  rend  all  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  the  Board's  model 
rules  as  to  the  profits  of  a  co-operative 
society  letting  small  holdings  and  allot- 


ments, as  laid  down  by  subsectiosis  (1) 
and  (5),  will  allow  a  society  to  put  ti 
the  special  reserve  accounts  such  monra 
as  it  thinks  are  required  to  provide  agajut 
losses  which  may  be  incurred  throngk 
defaulting  tenants. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Ik 
rules  provide  for  the  creation  of  a  leaem 
fund  applicable  for  the  purpose  to  idiiek 
my  hon.  friend  refers. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  Have  tb 
Board  any  power  to  limit  the  jwofi^ 
seeing  that  this  House  expressly  ntui 
to  put  into  the  Bill  any  such  limitatioi! 
Further,  will  increased  profits  by  Am 
trading  companies  be  made  by  n 
increase  of  rents  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY:  Or 
tainly  the  Board  have  power  to  prevot 
more  than  a  certain  profit  being  made. 

Loans  to  Jamaica. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  I  beg  to  aaklt 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whete 
any  sums  have  been  issued  to  Jamuci 
under  Section  4  of  the  Public  Worh  itf 
1907 ;  whether  any  applications  km 
been  received  for  loans ;  and  whit  eofr 
municatior.s,  if  any,  have  passed  betvea 
His  Majesty's  Grovernment  and  thit  i 
Jamaica  on  the  subject  of  financial  fli 
for  Jamaica. 

The  financial  SECRETABT  ti 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse.  B* 
tol,  E.) :  Application  has  recently  b* 
made  by  Jamaica  for  the  advance  ii 
£50,000  as  the  first  instalment  ofAi 
loan  authorised  by  Section  4  of  Ai 
Public  Works  Loans  Act,  1907,  and* 
money  will  be  advanced  in  the  couati 
the  next  few  davs. 


Industrial  Spirits. 
Mr.    NANNETTI     (Dublin,    QAf  1 
Green)  :    I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancelki'  1 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  awan  tU>  ; 
according  to  the  provisions  of  Sectioi  I 
of  the  Finance  Act  of  1902,  the  Oonof 
sioners  of  Inland  Revenue  maj  autliodli 
the  use  of  spirits,  without  paynuBtdl 
duty,  in  art  or  manufacture  ;  and  eaab 
state  what  special  conditions  other  tktt 
those  set  out  in  the  section  have  to  b 
fulfilled  by  an  applicant  who  desiiei  ti 
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ul  himself  of  the  provisions  of  this 
stion. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  The  conditions 
th  which  an  applicant  is  required  to 
mply,  other  than  those  set  out  in  the 
cstion  referred  to,  are  mainly  administra- 
te, and  a  copy  of  them  can  be  obtained 
fon  application  to  the  Board  of  Inland 
«Tenue  at  Somerset  House. 

Mb.  NANNETTI  :  May  I  ask  the  hon. 
cntleman  whether,  if  I  can  give  him 
eoncrete  case  of  refusal  to  allow  the 
iTileges  set  out  in  Section  8  to  a 
ftnufacturer  in  Dublin  for  the  purposes 
*lu8  trade,  and  who  is  willing  to  give 
e  undertaking  specified  in  the  section 
F€rred  to,  will  he  see  that  instructions 
e  given  to  the  applicant  as  to  the  steps 
>  should  take  to  have  the  permission 
ked  for  granted  ? 


of  the  strong  feeling  expressed  in  all  parts 
of  the  House  on  this  question,  consider 
the  desirability  of  altering  the  date  of 
disqualification  from  1st  January  to 
30th  June. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  My  right  hon. 
friend  can  add  nothing  to  what  he  said 
during  the  debate  on  the  Committee 
Stage  of  the  Bill  in  which  the  points 
raised  by  the  Question  were  fully  dis- 
cussed. 

Civil  Servants  and  Territorial  Camps. 

Mb.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  circular  has  been  sent  round  to' 
all  the  Government  offices  stating  t  e 
terms  and  conditions  under  which  pubiic 
servants  will  be  granted  leave  to  attend 
the  annual  training  of  the  Territorial 
Army. 


Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  If  the  hon.  Member  Mr.  H  0  B  H  0  U  S  E  :  The  necessary 
ill  forward  me  particulars  of  the  case  I  instructions  have  been  given  to  the 
ill  give  them  careful  consideration.  Departments  concerned. 


Bevenue  Statistics. 
Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
f.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
2chequer  if  he  will  state  what  percentage 
eoportions  of  revenue  derived  from 
irect  and  indirect  taxes,  respectively, 
94r  to  the  total  revenue  of  Ireland  and 
feat  Britain  taken  separately  from  the 
test  available  figures  subsequent  to  the 
lancial  year,  1903-4,  omitting  the 
fUres  for  the  amount  contributed  per 
»ad. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  My  right  hon. 
iond  has  had  a  statement  prepared  in 
bular  form,  which  shall  be  circulated 
ith  the  Votes. 

Id- Age  Pension  Disqualification  Clause. 
Mr.  MURNAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid.)  : 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
lequer  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
jvemment  to  fix  a  qualifying  period 
the  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill  now  before 
tfliament  in  respect  to  the  aged  poor 
lo,  since  1st  January,  have  received 
.tdoor  relief,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of 
jipients  of  outdoor  relief  under  the 
^stration  of  Voters  law,  and,  if  so, 
11  it  be  a  fixed  date  or  simply  a  twelve 
>]ith8  interval ;  and  would  he,  in  view 


Scottish  Local  Oovemment  Bill. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  can  give  any  information  as 
to  the  Grovernment's  intentions  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  replace  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  (No.  2)  Bill,  which  he 
hoped  to  introduce  this  session. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  I  still  hope 
to  introduce  such  a  Bill  this  session  if 
the  course  of  business  permits,  and  I 
regret  that  its  introduction  hitherto  with 
any  prospect  of  progress  has  not  been 
possible. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bring  in  a  Bill 
early  next  session  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  have  said  I  hope 
to  do  so  this  session. 

Hew  Fishery  Cruiser  for  Scotland. 
Major   ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:       I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  can  now  state  the  dimensions 
of  the  new  fishery  cruiser  for  Scotland ; 
and  when  she  will  be  completed. 
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Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  regret  that  I  am 
not  yet  able  to  do  so. 

Major   ANSTRUTHER  -  GRAY :    Is 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  this  is 
the  sixth  time  I  have  asked  this  Question? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  cannot  hold  my- 
self responsible  for  that. 

Major  ANSTRUTHERGRAY  :  Are 
there  any  reasons  for  not  disclosing  the 
dimensions  of  this  vessel  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  The  Fishery  Board 
are  working  hard  on  the  ship — they  are 
preparing  the  plans. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.):  Questions 
have  been  put  to  the  Fisher}'  Board  for 
ten  years,  and  we  always  get  this  sort  of 
Answer. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  Has 
any  money  been  paid  for  this  cruiser 
yet  ? 

Major    ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  : 

When  will  the  dimensions  be  given  me  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  am  not  withhold- 
ing  any  information  which  is  available. 
There  are  hundreds  of  considerations  to 
be  borne  in  mind. 

Irish  Education  Grant- 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Treasury  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education  in  Ireland 
have  under  their  consideration  a  scheme 
whereby  no  part  of  the  new  school  grant 
will  be  given  to  teachers  of  schools  with 
an  average  below  thirty-five;  is  he  aware 
that  the  small  schools  were  received 
into  the  system  under  rules  which 
encouraged  the  establishment  of  such 
schools  ;  can  he  state  if  the  proposal 
referred  to  is  devised  for  the  purpose 
of  starving  out  such  schools,  and  whether 
under  it  certain  teachers  will  be  heavily 
penalised  for  no  fault  of  their  own ; 
is  he  aware  that  small  schools  under 
Protestant  management  in  isolated  parts 
of  Ireland  will  suffer  particular  hard- 
ship ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to  prevent 
this  happening. 


{COMMONS}  QueHums,  97« 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  it 
the  same  time  may  I  ask  the  Cliirf 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  d 
Ireland  whether  it  is  intended  that 
schools  with  an  average  attendance 
of  less  than  thirty-five  pupils  are  not 
to  participate  in  the  grant  for  the  in- 
crease of  teachers'  salaries  which  I» 
has  promised  on  behalf  of  the  Goven- 
ment ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  tkii 
rule  would  exclude  one-third  of  tk 
National  schools  in  Ireland,  the  teaches 
in  which  are  underpaid  ;  and  whether 
he  can  make  any  statement  which  vill 
reassure  the  teachers  in  these  scbook 
in  regard  to  the  allocation  of  the  grant. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
Supplementary  Estimate,  which  has  bees 
before  the  House  for  some  time  paat^ 
shows  that  it  is  proposed  to  c(mfiiie 
the  new  grant  to  the  teachers  of  schoob 
which  have  an  average  attendance  of 
not  less  than  thirty-five  pupils.  The 
Supplementary  Estimate  is  to  be  con- 
sidered this  afternoon,  and  hon.  Memben 
will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  die- 
cussing  the  principles  upon  which  the 
new  grant  is  to  be  distributed.  Thii 
Answer  applies  also  to  the  Qnestun 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.)  asked  the 
efiect  of  the  increase  of  £20,000  on  the 
allocation  to  schools  with  an  avenge 
attendance     of    between    twenty   and 

thirty. 

Mr.  birrell  :  I  think  I  had  bettor 
wait   till    I    state    our    proposals  man 

fully. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  :  Is  it  meant  fx 
the  excluded  teachers  and  will  it  be 
an  equal  compensation  to  them  ioK 
the  sum  which  is  to  go  to  the  remaining 
teachers  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  would  sooner  not 
answer  that  Question  now. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Is  the» 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  smal 
schools  will  suffer  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  AU  sohoob  will 
be    treated    alike,  whether   Catholio  or 

Protestant. 
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Mr,  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  But 
ttie  hardship  will  fall  on  the  Protestant 
tMhools,  which  constitute  three-quarters 
oi  the  total  number. 

CSattle-driye  on  the  Castlefrenoh  Estate, 

Boscommon. 

Captain  CRAIG :    I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 

•ol   Ireland   whether   he   is   aware   that 

•early  on  Thursday  morning,  18th  June 

last,  the  grass  farms  at  Ballygar  and 

Ballinamore,  on  the  Castlefrench  estate, 

^county  Roscommon,  were  cleared  of  all 

•the  cattle,  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Bums, 

by  a  crowd  numbering  some  hundreds ; 

how  many  arrests  were  made  ;  and  what 

-sentences  were  passed. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  On  the  morning  of 
Itfth  June,  fifteen  head  of  cattle  were 
"driven  off  the  farm  of  Mr.  John  Burns, 
near  Ballinamore,  by  a  large  crowd, 
^  whom  fifty- three  persons  were  identified 
by  two  policemen  who  were  on  duty  at 
the  place.  Twenty-six  of  these  persons 
-were  subsequently  arrested,  and  all  except 
"One  were  bound  to  keep  the  peace. 

Muloair  Lands,  Limerick. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.)  :    I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant    of    Ireland    if    he    can    say 
^whether  Mr.  Barrington,  of  Barrington's 
Bridge,  Ahane,   county  Limerick,  holds 
.as  yet  the  lands  lately  purchased  from 
the  representatives  of  the  Dickson  and 
Maunsell  estates,  commonly  known  as  the 
Midcair  lands  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  instruct 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  put  them- 
selves in  communication  with  the  agent, 
Mr.  John  B.  Barrington,  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  these  lands  are  i 
:8nch  as  can  be  purchased  by  the  Com-  | 
missioners,  so  that,  if  purchased,  they  I 
may  be  apportioned  between  the  labourers 
and  poor  farmers'  sons,   who  are  very 
numerous  in  the  locality. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  estate  in  question 
is  known  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
as  the  estate  of  W.  D.  Dickson  and 
another.  The  Commissioners  have  in- 
formed the  owners  that  it  will  not  be 
possible  for  them  to  prepare  a  scheme 
for  the  division  of  the  estate  for  some 
time  to  come,  and  have  advised  that  in 
the  meantime  the  lands  should  be  let  for 


grazing.  The  Commissioners  are  not 
aware  whether  Mr.  Barrington  is  one 
of  the  persons  to  whom  the  lands  have 
been  let  by  the  owners  pending  arrange- 
ments for  sale. 

Cloncurry  Estate,  Limerick. 
Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  there  is, 
among  what  were  commonly  called  the 
Campaigned  estates,  one  in  the  parish 
of  Murroe,  county  Limerick,  the  Clon- 
curry estate,  the  tenants  on  which  were 
allowed  back  on  such  disastrous  terms 
that  they  have  been  crushed  almost  out 
of  existence  by  exorbitant  rents  ;  and  can 
he  hold  forth  any  hope  to  them,  either 
by  the  likelihood  of  legislation  dealing 
with  such  cases  in  the  immediate  future 
or  by  recommending  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  open  transactions  with 
Lord  Cloncurry  for  the  sale  of  the  estate 
to  those  overburdened  tenants. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  No  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  the  estate  in  question  have 
been  instituted  before  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, and  the  Commissioners  have 
no  information  as  to  the  terms  upon 
which  the  evicted  tenants  were  reinstated, 
apparently  some  years  ago.  The  Com- 
missioners are  prepared  to  consider  any 
application  which  may  be  made  to 
them  either  by  the  owner  or  the  tenants. 

Lord  Inchiquin's  Clare  Estate. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any  negotiations  have  taken  place  with 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  the  estate  of 
Lord  Inchiquin,  county  Clare  ;  whether 
any  writs  have  been  issued  for  the  re- 
covery of  rent  on  this  property  ;  and 
whether  he  will  communicate  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners  with  a  view,  if 
possible,  of  bringing  about  a  satisfactory 
sale  of  the  estate  in  question. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com« 
missioners  inform  me  that  no  proceedings 
for  the  sale  of  this  estate  have  been  in- 
stituted before  them,  and  they  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  proceedings  which  the 
owner  may  have  taken  for  the  recovery 
of  rent.  The  matter  is  not  one  in  which 
the  Commissioners  could  interfere. 
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The  Dublin  Crown  Jewels. 
Mr,  MOORE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  who  was 
responsible  for  the  custody  of  the  build- 
ings in  which  the  Regalia  were  kept  at 
Dublin  Castle  ;  and  if  it  was  the  fact 
that  no  one  was  allowed  to  reside  in  them 
out  of  office  hours. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  having  regard  to  his  statement 
that  no  charge  has  been  made  against  Sir 
Arthur  Vicars  except  one  of  carelessness, 
he  will  state  whether  it  is  in  accordance 
with  precedent  and  practice  to  dismiss 
without  pension  on  an  unproved  charge 
of  carelessness  an  official  of  fifteen  years' 
standing,  as  Sir  Arthur  Vicars  was 
dismissed,  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  Crown 
Jewels,  the  custody  of  which  had  only 
recently  been  legally  vested  in  him. 

I  beg  further  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  position  of  the  safe 
in  which  the  Crown  Jewels  were  kept 
Wiis  condemned  by  the  Vice-Regal  Com- 
mission :  whether  he  is  also  aware  that 
the  position  was  chosen,  not  by  Sir 
Arthur  Vicars,  but  by  the  Board  of 
Works  ;  and  whether  he  will  explain 
why  Sir  Arthur  Vicars  was  refused  another 
safe  by  the  Board  of  Works  when  the 
existing  one  was  found  to  be  too  large 
to  go  into  the  strong  room. 

And  finally  may  I  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  prior  to  1905  the 
custody  of  the  Crown  Jewels  was  legally 
vested  in  the  Lord-Lieutenant  by  the 
old  statutes  of  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick  ; 
and  whether  the  custody  of  them  was 
only  made  part  of  Sir  Arthur  Vicars' 
duty  in  the  year  1905,  subject,  however, 
to  the  Royal  Ordinance  of  His  Majesty 
William  IV.  that  the  chief  custody 
should  n^main  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Tlie  subject  matter 
of  the  four  Questions  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  has  placed  on  the 
Paper  was  exhaustively  dealt  with  by 
the  Vice-Regal  Commission  appointed 
to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  the 


loss  of  the  Regalia  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Patrick ;  and  the  information  asketi 
for  may  be  obtained  from  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  and  the  Minutes  uf 
E\4dence  which  have  been  presented  t-k 
Parliament. 

Mr.  W.  MOORE  :  Is  it  a  fact  that 
Sir  Arthur  Vicars  was  dismissed  fint 
and  tried  afterwards  1 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  dare  say  that  mar 
be  so. 

Belfast  Workhouse. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  Report  of  the  Local  (rovem- 
ment  Board  inspector,  Mr.  Agnew,  on  the 
Belfast  Workhouse,  and  particularly  to 
the  inspector's  references  to  the  un- 
satisfactory nature  of  the  nursing  and 
medical  arrangements ;  and  whetbar 
any  explanation  has  been  forthcoming 
from  the  guardians  with  regard  to  these 
matters. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Report  in  ques- 
tion points  out  that  the  number  of 
charge  nurses  employed  in  the  Bel&it 
Infirmary  is  too  small  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  probationers,  and  that  in 
the  auxiliary  workhouse  for  consumptives 
the  medical  arrangements  cannot  be 
considered  satisfactory.  There  are  1,600 
beds  in  the  infirmary,  and  about 
180  nurses  ;  and,  apart  from  the  matters 
mentioned,  the  inspector's  comments 
upon  the  nursing  and  medical  arrange- 
ments are  most  favourable.  The  guar- 
dians have  adjourned  the  consideration 
of  the  Report  in  order  that  it  may  W 
printed  and  circulated  among  them. 

Captain  CRAIG:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  aware  that  Belfast  Workhouse 
has  always  been  considered  to  be  a  model 
institution  of  its  kind  and  its  condition 
always  looked  upon  as  most  satisfactory  I 

[No  Answer  was  returned.  ] 

Deportation  of  Paupers  to  Irdtiid; 
HMr.  J.  DEVLIN :    I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Iaeutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  total 
actual  or  approximate  number  of  paupera 
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leported  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland 
inder  the  Poor  Law  Acts,  and  also 
the  total  number  so  deported  since  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year ;  whether 
the  cost  of  deportation  is  borne  by  the 
British  or  by  the  Irish  unions ;  what 
the  average  cost  of  each  deportation  is ; 
and  whether  there  is  any  information 
available  showing  the  length  of  time 
that  the  persons  so  deported  were  living 
in  the  districts  from  which  they  were 
Bent  back  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  According  to  a 
Return  to  an  order  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  prepared  in  the  year  1878,  the 
number  of  paupers  removed  from  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  to  Ireland  between 
Ist  January,  1876,  and  1st  July,  1878, 
was  963.  No  more  recent  Return  on  the 
labject  appears  to  have  been  prepared. 
Cases  are  reported  to  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  from  time  to  time  but 
they  have  no  complete  information  as 
fco  the  number  of  cases  of  deportation. 
A.  special  inquiry  would  be  necessary  to 
obtain  the  information  desired  by  the 
hon.  Member,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
trustworthy  statistics  would  be  forth- 
coming if  required  for  a  period  of  many 
years.  The  cost  of  deportation  is  borne 
by  the  union  from  which  the  pauper  is 
deported,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  therefore  have  no  information 
as  to  what  the  average  cost  may  be. 

Deportation  of  Paupers  to  and  from 
Belfast. 
Mb.  J.  DEVLIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  system  under  which  paupers 
who  have  not  acquired  a  settlement  in 
any  particular  union  in  Great  Britain 
are  removed  to  the  union  to  which  they 
originally  belonged ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  under  this  system,  poor 
persons  are  removed  from  English  and 
Scottish  unions  to  the  Belfast  Workhouse, 
it  the  rate  of  one  per  week,  whereas  poor 
persons  in  the  Belfast  Workhouse  belong- 
ng  to  other  unions  cannot  be  removed 
it  the  expense  of  the  rates ;  whether 
•epeated  expressions  of  opinion  as  to 
;be  injustice  of  this  system  have  been 
>ut  on  record  by  the  Belfast  Guardians, 
n  common  with  other  Irish  Poor  Law 
Boards ;     and  whether  he  will  consider 


the  advisability  of  introducing  legislation 
to  remove  this  burden  upon  Irish  rate- 
payers. 

Mb.  BIRRELL  :  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  my  Answer  to  the 
somewhat  similar  Question  put  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Tyrone  on  20th 
May,  when  I  stated  that  the  subject  of 
the  Question  will  receive  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  Irish  Government 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  Bill 
for  amending  the  Irish  Poor  Laws  which 
it  is  hoped  to  introduce  next  year. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Do  the  Government 
intend  to  introduce  my  Bill  dealing  with 
the  whole  question  of  Poor  Law  reform, 
for  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  have  no  doubt 
the  hon.  Member's  Bill  will  afford  us 
much  assistance  in  dealing  with  the 
question. 

Women  and  the  Kind's  Scholarships- 
Examination. 
Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  of  the 
389  women  who  passed  in  the  first 
division  at  the  last  Bang's  Scholarship- 
examination,  how  many  we^'e  monitors 
and  pupil-teachers  ;  how  many  vacancies 
will  there  be  for  women  in  the  training  ^ 
colleges  next  course  ;  and  will  he  re- 
quest the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  to  give  a  preference  to  those 
monitors  and  pupil-teachers. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  me  that 
the  number  of  female  monitors  and 
pupil-teachers  who  passed  in  the  first 
division  at  the  last  King's  Scholarship- 
examination  was  207.  The  minimum 
number  of  vacancies  for  women  students 
in  the  training  colleges  next  session  will 
be  366,  but  of  these  f>  proportion  (to  be 
decided  by  the  authorities  of  each 
college)  will  be  given  to  certificated 
teachers  entering  for  a  one  year's  course. 
The  selection  of  students  from  among 
the  qualified  candidates  rests  with  the 
authorities  of  the  respective  colleges. 
In  the  case  of  Marlborough  Street  Train- 
ing College,  which  is  imder  ^e  Commis- 
sioners' management,  the  rule  is  that  the. 
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candidates  are  chosen  in  order  of  merit.  Irish  Congeited  Difltrioti  Board. 

Monitors  and  pupil-teachers  are  awarded  '  Mr.  DILLON  asked  if  the  Coogest^d 
ser\nce  marks  which  are  added  to  the  Districts  Board  had  sent  out  notice 
total  marks  obtained  at  the  examinations  '  stopping  works,  although  this  was  the 
in  their  final  year,  and  they  thus  obtain  season  when  they  could  best  be  carried  on. 
an  advantage  over  other  candidates  for  '  Was  it  not  probable  that  this  stoppage  of 


admission  to  training. 

Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland— Status  of 
Professors. 

Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  w^hether  the 
present  professors  in  the  three  Queen's 
Colleges,  Ireland,  are  civil  servants, 
and  as  such  eligible  for  pensions  payable 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  under  a 
modern  Superannuation  Act ;  and  have 
any  professors  of  these  colleges,  when 
retired,  received  their  pensions  hitherto 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  or  out  of 
moneys  voted  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  Professors  at 
present  servijig  in  the  three  Queen's 
■Colleges,  Ireland,  who  hold  their  appoint- 
ments under  Royal  Warrant  and  who 
are  required  to  give  their  whole  time  to 
their  professional  duties  are  deemed 
to  be  persons  serving  in  an  established 
•capacity  in  the  permanent  Civil  Service 
of  the  State  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Superannuation  Act,  1859,  and  as  such, 
subject  to  the  conditions  laid  down  ' 
under  the  Superannuation  Acts,  entitled  ' 
to  pension  under  that  Act.  Pensions 
granted  under  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1859,  are  not  charged  directly  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  but  are  subject  to 
the  Vote  of  Parliament,  and  all  pensions  i 
which  have  been  granted  to  retired 
professors  of  the  college  in  question  have 
been  paid,  and  where  still  payable 
<*ontinue  to  be  paid,  out  of  moneys  pro- 
vided by  Parliament. 

Captaix  CRAIG :  If  the  pension 
^vere  payable  here  out  of  money  provided 
by  Parliament  or  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  would  it  set  free  a  sufficient  amomit 
of  money  to  pay  for  the  Endowed 
Denominational  Higher  Education  Bill 
now  before  the  Committee  upstairs  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Will  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  explain  the  meaning  of 
that  Question  ? 


Captain    CRAIG:      I    will    do 
privately  to  the  hon.  Member. 


so 


work  would  cause  great  discontent  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  what  steps  did  the 

I  right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take  to 

I  deal  with  the  situation  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  had  telegraphed 
to  the  Board  for  information  but  had  not 

,  yet  received  a  reply.  The  question 
was  no  doubt  an  important  one,  and  he 
had   been   in   communication  with  the 

1  Treasury  on  it. 

Strangford  Bar  Whistling  Buoy. 
'  Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
'  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  whistling  buoy  the  Irish  Light-* 
Commissioners  have  decided  to  place 
at  Strangford  Bar,  County  Down,  is  vet 
in  position  ;  and,  if  not,  can  he  promise 
that  it  will  be  moored  before  the  autumn, 
when  rouf'h  weather  is  generally  ex- 
perienced in  that  locality. 

[      Mr.   CHURCHILL :      The  Board  of 
1  Trade  have  not  yet  given  their  statutory 
j  sanction    to    the    expenditure    for  this 
,  work,  and  I  am  in  communication  with 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  New  Light- 
house Works   in  regard  to   it.    I  am 
afraid,  however,  it  will  not  be  powibl* 
for  such  a  buoy  to  be  placed  in  position 
,  before    the    autunm. 

Captain  CRAIG:  This  has  been 
going  on  a  long  time.  Surely  it  does  not 
take  two  years  to  supply  a  whistling 
buoy  ? 

Mr.    CHURCHILL    was    understood 
to  say  it  would  be  provided  as  soon  as 
I  possible. 

The  Antomn  Sitting  of  Parliament 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Prime  Minister  whether,  for  the  con- 
venience of  those  Members  of  this  House 
whose  homes  are  at  a  distance,  he 'can 
state  on  what  day  he  proj)OBe8  the  Home 
,  should  rise  for  the  autumn  recess  and  on 
what  day  it  should  meet  for  the  winter 

'  session. 

I 
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The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  As-  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London), 

4)UITH,  Fifeshire,  E.) :  I  am  not  yet  in  a  asking  for  information  as  to  next  week's 

position  to  make  a  definite  statement  on  business,     inquired    especially    whether 

this  matter.  then,  or  in  some    subsequent  week  an 

opportunity  would  be  given  for  discussion 

Wholesale  Wine  .and  Spirit  Merchants'  on  the  Army  Estimates  for  the  Special 

Licences.  Reserve,  a  matter  of  very  great  import- 

Mr,    McARTHUR    (Liverpoo\    Kirk-  ance,  on  which  the  House  of  Commons 

dale) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  had  really  had  no  opportunity  of  raising 

whether   it   is   intended    by    Clause    21  questions  on  the  policv  of  the  Govern- 

of  the  Licensing  Bill  that  all  wholesale  ment.     Referring  to  the  Prime  Minister's 

wine    and    spirit    merchants    shall    be  earlier  statement  as  to  the  recommittal 

obliged    to    make    application    to    the  of  the  Old-.ige  Pensions    Bill,  he  inti- 

jnstices  for  a  licence  to  carry  on  their  mated  that  he  was  unconscious  of  any 

business,  in  lieu  of  obtaining  a  licence  bargain  or  arrangement  on  this  matter, 

direct  from  the  Excise  authorities,  which  and  he  imagined  that  the  House  would 

is  their  only  obligation  at  the  present  take  its  own  course  as  to  the  manner  in 

^i^®*  which  it  would  use  its  time. 

Mr.    ASQUITH  :     There   is   no   wine  w^     AanTTTrrrr    ;«   ,^^««4^;««   4^1.^ 

J,      »T             e          1     T         VI      1  Mr.    ADyullH,  m  repeatmg   the 

dealers     licence    for   sale    by   wholesale  „«„„„„^^^„u.„  t^^  mr'A^^    «„*^«J  fi»of 

,         A    •     X-    >     T               -n  xi-      t  arrancements  for  Monday,  acreed  tnat 

only.     A  justice  8  licence  will  therefore  ^^ere   was   no    question 'of   a    bargain, 

under  the  provisions  of  Clause  21   be  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^    jH^     ^^^^  ^^^^  .^  »^^^^ 

required    before    an    Excise    licence    to  ,•        :■•     "  ,          .       ^  ,.j  4.i>« 

,  ^,  .        .               I,      1 X  •     J    •       •        £  was  any  disposition  shown  to  extend  the 

deal  in  wmes  can  be  obtained,  m  view  of  ■^^  ^^^  discussion  on  the  recom- 

the  permission  to  engage  in  retail  trade  j^^^^,  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^         ^^^^^^^  gjn  ^^ 

given  by  that  licence.     The  spint  dealer  s  ^^^^   j^^^^  ^  reconsider   whether  he 

hcence  on  the  other  hand  covers  wholesale  ^^^^^^     ^           ^j^^  jj^^;^^  ^^  ^„     q^ 

trade  only  and  therefore  does  not  come  ,j,^^^^J  ^^    ^^^^    ^^^^    ^^^    r      ^ 

within  the  provisions  of  the  clause.  g^^^^   -^^   ^^^    q^.^^^    p^^^j^^^^    ^^^ 

Franchise  Reform  *^^'  ^^  order  to  leave  an  interval  between 

-««•       T    T^  T^  TT  T  T  XT      T  \       .        1  Report  aud  Third  Reading,  take  the  latter 

.u^^-  .^'    S-^y  ^  ^    'i.  ^  ^^g.*^.^^^  on  Thursday,  instead  of  Supply,  which 

the  Pnme  Minister  whether  he  is  m  a  would  be  taken  on  Wednesday,  the  Navy 

position  to  state  when  the  Government  Estimates    being    put    dowii.     Vote    5 

Bill  for  the  reform  of  the  franchise  will  ^.^^^^  ^e  taken  first,  then  Vote  U,  and 

be  introduced.  after\^'ards,  if  time  permitted.  Votes  13 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :    No  Sir.  *^^    ^^'   *^^   remainder   of   the    sitting 

being  devoted  to  the  Scottish  Estimates — 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill  ^^^  Fishery  Board  and  the  Local  Govern- 

Mr.     W.      R.     re  a    (Scarborough)  me  it  Board  Votes.     On  Friday  would  be 

asked  if  the  Prime  Minister  was  willing  ^fl""  ^^^  Motion  customary  at  that  time 

to  recommit  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  of  the  session  relatmg  to  the  sittmg  of  the 

on  Monday  House  after  eleven  o  clock,   and  after- 
wards unless  an  arrangement  was  arrived 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  was  willing  to  at   in  the   interval  with  regard  to  the 

move  to  recommit  the   Bill  in  respect  Report    stage  of  the  Irish  Universities 

of  the  schedule  and  also  in  respect  of  Bill,  a  Procedure  Resolution  relating  to 

the   disqualification   on   account   of  the  that  measure.     He  would  consider  the 

receipt  of  parochial  or  other  relief,  on  suggestion  as  to  Army  Supply,  although 

Monday,  about  eight  o'clock.     In  order  four  days  had  already  been  given  to  it. 
to  avoid  the  abrupt  termination  of  the 

debate,    he    proposed    to    suspend    the  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  pointed  out  that 

eleven    o'clock    rule,  but    he    presumed  they  were  broken  days. 
there    was    a    general    agreement    that 

the  scope  of  the  debate  should  not  be  Mr.   ASQUITH  :      I   will,   of  course, 

extended  beyond  the  points  indicated.  look  into  the  question. 


C~»\DIOXS^  St^fpfy. 


jI^.  '  .MT>  3i  >PE  Stu^fffptfl.   'trnn-aii        3iIL   ;u    MnAfwi**!    (iiL  due  Standing 

isi^pi: .:  -  T  ;;i  z Tt^EiLiefi  ~iur  -aer?  -m:;nii  ronxmirteetr  t»  be  qJeul  into  conaiden* 

it»   ::»-    .  -i^r   Jir^rrrii    rernjcE.  "in?   :?-  "loaizpoiiJfoiidaTiiezc^  and  to  be  printed. 

'i'*::izi:r-.i.     :  -le    j.'i-  -.iC?   ?  ^iiaioiLS  3iil  JBiil  i&LT 

.M'.:  "iie   P^^TTi^:: — haz.  "lie  -i^ie   -errpe!!  

*Lt*    •■■•i»*     :   IL'ZjLLi"-    -irnni    jji  "a£  

^1-:^    :  :  :e<.i^-  -ELZCTTOX     STAXDI3G    COaoaJTEES). 

Sir  WiLLZAX  Bbaxpzos  G-usdos  ze- 
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1909,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Com- 
XKiBsioners  of  National  Education  in 
.Ireland." 

Mr.  HAZLETON   (Galway,   N.)    said 
that  in  rising  to  propose  the  reduction  in 
the  Vote  for    Irish    primary  education 
which  stood  in  his  name  upon  the  Paper, 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  cover 
the  general  ground  that  had  so  often  and 
so  well  been  covered  before  on  this  ques- 
tion. ^fThe  defects  of  primary  education 
threatened,    he    feared,    to    become    a 
«tock<  subject     of     debate      on      the 
Irish 'Estimates.     He  could  imagine  no 
worse  fate  for  any  good  cause,  for  it 
was  very  frequently  the  case  that  the 
-oftener  a  subject  was  talked  about  in  the 
Ho'ise  the  less  attention  was  paid  to  it, 
4Uid    the    more    it  was    misunderstood. 
Hon.  Members    had  heard    so  much  of 
this    on    previous    occasions    that    the 
moment    it    was    mentioned    now   they 
flew    elsewhere,    leaving    the    Solicitor- 
General  to   bear  the  burden  practically 
alone.      He    did    not,   however,    blame 
the    English  and   Scottish  Members  for 
not  taking  an  interest  in  Irish  primary 
education.     It  was  no  concern  of  theirs. 
They  had  not  to  pay  for  it,  their  people 
had  not  to  suffer  under  it,  and  they  had 
no  incentive  towards  seeking  to  have  its 
condition  improved.     That,  however,  was 
not  the  case  with  the  Nationalist  Members, 
and  they  were  there  to  raise  the  question 
once  again,  in  spite  of  the  discouragement 
of   an   indifferent   House   of   Commons, 
an    irresponsible    Board    of    Education, 
and   a    hostile    Treasury.     He    did   not 
.  propose  to  cover  the  general  ground  that 
had  so  often  been  gone  over.     To  those 
who  took  an  interest  in   it  a  general 
statement  of  the  case  was  hardly  neces- 
sary, because  they  were  already  familiar 
with  it.     For  those   who  did  not  take 
that  interest  it  was  still  more  unnecessary, 
because   it  would  be   merely  waste    of 
time.     He  would,  therefore,  conteat  him- 
self  with   a   brief   survey   of   the    main 
points    with  which    they  had    to   deal. 
Their  complaints  as   formulated  up  to 
last  year,  against  the  condition  of  primary 
education  in  Ireland,  might  be  classified 
under  three  heads,  the  first  concerning 
the    school    teachers,    the    second    con- 
•cerning   the   school   buildings,   and   the 
third  concerning  the  school  programmes. 
•Conceri^ing  the  teachers,  they  had  pointed 


out  for  many  years  that  compared 
with  similar  classes  of  teachers  in  England 
and  Scotland,  they  were  scandalously 
underpaid.  They  were  unduly  subject 
to  dismissal,  and  they  were  unfairly 
deprived  of  the  ordinary  right  of  citizens. 
With  regard  to  the  school  buildings, 
they  had  pointed  out  that  the  condition 
of  a  very  large  number  of  primary 
schools  had  been  for  long  a  disgrace  to 
any  civilised  authority,  ill-ventilated, 
unheated,  providing  totally  insufficient 
accommodation,  and  very  often  in  a 
shocking  state  of  disrepair.  With  regard 
to  the  school  programme,  the  foremost 
of  their  complaints  had  to  do  with  the 
treatment  of  the  Irish  language,  and  the 
attempt  which  was  made  to  strangle  it 
as  soon  as  it  had  acquired  a  foothold 
in  the  schools.  The  first  question  he 
proposed  to  consider  was  how  far  their 
complaints  under  these  three  heads 
had  been  met  by  the  Government.  He 
was  glad  to  be  able  at  the  outset  to 
acknowledge  that  under  each  of  the  three 
heads  there  had  been  an  important  im- 
provement. There  had  been  a  distinct 
advance  along  the  lines  they  wished 
to  see  followed,  and  the  realisation  of 
some  part  at  least  of  those  reforms  which 
they  had  so  long  and  so  earnestly  pressed 
upon  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  did  not  want  it  to  be 
understood  for  a  moment  that  they  were 
satisfied  with  the  progress  that  had 
been  made  under  any  one  of  the^e 
heads.  They  had  asked  for  simple 
justice,  and  had  merely  received 
an  instalment.  It  was  only  right  and 
fair  and  reasonable  to  acknowledge  that 
where  others  had  failed  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  had  succeeded  in  im- 
proving the  conditions  under  which 
primary  education  in  Ireland  was  being 
carried  on.  For  instance,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  restored  the  fees  for  the 
teaching  of  the  Irish  language  which 
were  withdrawn  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Dublin. 
Under  the  head  of  school  buildings  he 
had  procured  an  additional  grant  of 
£40,000  a  year  for  three  years.  Under 
the  first  head,  that  of  school  teachers, 
he  had  secured  a  new  grant,  an  addition 
of  £114,000  a  year  to  the  salaries.  He 
was  not  going  to  enlarge  upon  the  virtues 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  revealed 
by  these  facts.    He  contented  himself 
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with  placing  them  upon  record.  He 
was  glad  to  he  able  for  a  brief  moment 
before  plunging  into  the  criticism  which 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
even  with  regard  to  the  virtues  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  acknowledge 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done 
in  this  direction.  The  question  he 
wanted  to  draw  attention  to  was  that  of 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  National 
schools.  In  March  of  last  year  the 
present  Secretary  took  upon  himself  the 
role  of  prophet  and  said — 

"  I  am  afraid,  although  I  shall  continue  to 
press  the  case  for  an  increase  in  the  pay  of  the 
teachers  as  strongly  as  I  can,  and  although  I 
exT)ect  to  get  a  contribution  towardp  that 
obje<a,  it  will  not  Ix;  on  a  scale  which  will 
give  satisfaction  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite." 

Tlie  Chief  Secretary  was  right.  He  had 
secured  an  increase  of  £114,000,  but  it 
would  be  no  news  to  him  that  not  only 
the  amount  of  this  increase  but  its  allo- 
cation would  cause  something  more 
than  dissatisfaction.  Dismay  was  the 
only  word  that  could  properly  describe 
the  effect  which  this  proposal  had  had 
umongst  the  teachers,part  icularly  amongst 
the  very  large  number  of  them  who  had 
been  absolutely  deprived  of  all  benefit 
under  the  proposal.  The  demand  of 
the  teachers  and  of  the  National  Board 
was  for  an  increase  amounting  alto- 
gether to  somewhere  about  £400,000.  Of 
course  they  wore  told  that  Ireland  was  a 
poorer  country  than  England,  and  that 
wages  ought  to  be  lower ;  and  they  were 
reminded  that  the  schools  were  smaller, 
proportionately  very  much  more  numer- 
ous, and  therefore  more  costly.  But 
in  this  as  in  most  other  matters  the 
British  Government  had  reduced  dis- 
crimination against  Irish  interests  to 
the  point  of  a  fii^e  art.  All  that  was 
required  by  any  standard  of  comparison 
before  it  was  set  up  by  the  Govenmient 
was  that  it  must  tell  against  Irish  in- 
terests. For  instance,  on  the  ba.'iis  of 
population,  when  Ireland  was  being 
enormously  under-represented  in  that 
House  they  were  told  that  population  was 
not  a  i)roper  basis  for  representation ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  population  test  began 
to  tell  aujiinst  Ireland  they  were  told  it 
was  th?  only  sound  principle.  Then 
when  it  was  shown  that  according  to 
the  taxable  capacity  of  Ireland  they 
were  being  overt-axed  to  the  extent 
of  neariy  '£:^,000,000  a  year  they  were 
Mr.  Ilazkton. 


reminded  that  expenditure  was  the 
proper  test,  and  not  taxable  capacity, 
to  apply  in  the  ease  of  Ireland. 
In  this  case  the  population  basis  would 
tell  in  favour  of  the  teachers  and  of  an 
increase  in  their  salaries.  Therefore, 
it  was  not  to  be  entertained.  Likewise, 
if  they  turned  to  all  the  ordinal}  basea 
of  comparison  such  as  average  attendance, 
the  number  on  the  school  rolls  and 
similar  tests,  they  found  that  the  one 
which  was  inevitably  acted  upon  hv 
the  Treasury  and  by  the  Government 
was  that  which  told  most  against 
the  interests  of  the  teachers  and  of 
education  in  Ireland.  With  regard  to 
the  increase  of  £114,000  the  same 
criticism  applied.  It  was  the  least 
possible  increase  that  could  be  given» 
allocated  in  the  worst  possible  manner. 
£14,000  of  this  sum  was  to  go  to  teachezs 
in  schools  having  an  average  attendance 
of,  at  least,  seventy,  and  the  remaining 
£100,000  to  teachers  in  schools  having 
an  average  attendance  of  not  kia 
than  thirty-five.  The  provision  diat 
no  teacher  under  the  National  Boaid 
in  Ireland  was  to  have  any  share  or 
part  of  this  increase  unless  his  school 
had  an  average  attendance  of  thirtj-fiye 
was  of  so  extraordinary  a  character  that 
he  could  hardly  realise  or  believe  that  it 
had  been  seriously  put  forward.  If 
there  was  to  be  a  serious  attempt  to 
stick  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
he  would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
frankly  and  at  once  that  far  from  allaying 
the  present  discontent,  far  from  remedy- 
ing the  present  injustice,  the  proposal 
would  accentuate  both  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, and  create  an  agitation  of  new  and 
exceptional  violence.  It  could  not  be 
othen\'ise  when  it  was  seen  that  this 
provision  about  an  average  attendance 
of  thirty-five  meant  the  absolute  ex- 
clusion of  2,867  teachers  from  any  share 
in  this  increase  of  salar}-.  When  it 
was  remembered  that  these  2,867  teachers 
in  the  small  schools  were  those  who 
were  most  urgently  in  need  of  some 
increase  in  their  salaries  becanse 
in  most  cases  at  present  they  had 
not  even  a  living  wage,  the  cmehr 
and  the  meanness  of  the  provision 
stood  out  in  the  strongest  lig^t 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  i^t 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  could  appiOTe 
of  this  contemptible  action.    He  did  not 
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believe  that  even  the  National  Board 
could  approve  of  it,  and  he  believed 
that  neither  he  nor  they  were  responsible 
for  it.  He  ventured  to  assert  that  as 
usual  it  was  the  ugly  hand  of  the  Treasury 
that  had  deprived  this  concession  of  its 
good  effect  by  committing  this  horrible 
injustice  on  the  teachers  of  the  small 
schools.  £20,000  more,  a  mere  bagatelle 
compared  with  what  they  were  entitled 
to,  would  have  brought  them  under 
the  benefits  of  this  increase  and  avoided 
the  creation  of  an  intolerable  situation 
which  could  not  possibly  be  allowed  to 
continue.  The  Committee  would  wait 
with  interest  to  hear  what  explana- 
tion the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had 
to  give  of  this  business  —  how 
it  was  that  he  consented  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. Even  if  he  failed  to  secure  the 
necessary  £20,000  that  would  have  pro- 
vided these  2,867  teachers  with  the 
increased  salary,  if  the  Treasury  defeated 
him  in  his  efEorts  to  get  that,  surely  it 
was  his  duty  and  the  duty  of  the  National 
Board  to  see  that  the  £114,000  was 
so  divided  that  no  teacher  would  be 
excluded  from  a  share  of  the  grant. 
That  at  least  was  not  an  unreasonable 
attitude.  But  of  this  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  might  rest  assured,  that 
the  present  arrangement  could  not  be 
allowed  to  stand.  Speaking  on  behalf 
of  his  colleagues  he  told  him  that  they 
were  not  going  to  abandon  the  teachers 
of  the  small  schools  in  Ireland  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  British  Treasury.  The 
development  of  the  small  schools  had  been 
part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  National 
Board  in  the  past.  Through  its  power 
of  the  purse  the  Treasury  had  interfered 
more  than  once  in  the  most  flagrant 
manner  with  questions  of  educational 
policy  altogether  outside  its  province, 
and  threatened  now  to  push  its  preroga- 
tive to  an  altogether  unconstitutional 
extent.  They  resented  very  strongly 
its  action  in  this  matter,  and  they 
would  resist  it  resolutely  to  the  end,  for 
they  could  not  and  would  not  allow 
the  question  to  rest  until  justice  was 
done  to  those  unfortunate  people.  Th^* 
whole  business  illustrated  very  forcibly 
the  utter  hopelessness  of  this  country 
ever  being  able  to  handle  Irish  affairs 
effectively  or  efficiently.  They  demanded 
an  increase  of  salary  for  their  ill-paid 
teachers.     They  gave  them  an  increase  of 


£114,000,  but  they  did  it  in  such  a  way  as 
to  accentuate  instead  of  to  remove  existing 
grievances  and  injustices.  The  fact  was,, 
of  course,  that  do  what  they  would,  they 
could  not  govern  Ireland  successfully  from 
Westminster.  The  Chief  Secretary  would 
no  doubt  inform  them  when  he  rose  to 
speak  that  he  tried  his  best  to  get  the 
£20,000  for  the  teachers  of  the  small 
schools,  but  that  the  Treasury  told  him 
that  it  had  no  money.  No  money  T 
That  was  always  the  cry,  and  yet  they 
were  going  now  to  spend  £700,000  or 
£1,000,000  a  year  in  Ireland  on  old-age 
pensions,  without  even  asking  them  if 
they  wanted  it,  merely  because  it  suited 
English  policy,  and  without  any  thought 
or  concern  as  to  whether  they  in  Ireland 
could  put  that  huge  amount  to  better 
advantage  in  some  other  direction.  He 
had,  in  what  he  had  said,  confined  him- 
self mainly  to  the  one  question  of  salaries,, 
because  he  thought  that  at  this  moment 
to  introduce  other  matters  might  tend 
to  obscure  that  important  issue.  When 
all  was  said  and  done,  the  question  of 
salaries  was  one  of  vital  importance, 
because  the  efficiency  of  education  de- 
pended largely  upon  the  teachers,  and 
the  efficiency  of  the  teachers  depended 
largely  upon  their  salaries.  They  wanted 
to  attract  the  best  material  they  could 
to  the  professioti.  They  wanted  to 
level  up  the  standard  of  teaching.. 
To  do  so  was  all  the  more  important 
now  that  there  was  a  reasonable  hope  of 
University  facilities  being  extended  ta 
a  large  section  of  the  Irish  people  who 
had  hitherto  been  excluded  from  its 
benefits.  However  he  might  have  failed 
in  other  directions,  it  looked  as  if  it  were 
in  the  sphere  of  education  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  leave  behind  him 
the  most  lasting  memorials  of  his  rule 
in  Ireland  As  an  educationist  of  dis- 
tinction, the  knowledge  of  that  fact 
must  be  some  satisfaction  for  the  trials 
and  difficulties  of  his  position,  but  it 
ought  all  the  more  to  impel  him  to  leave 
no  effort  unmade  to  strengthen  the 
foundations  on  which  the  work  he  had 
done  for  Irish  education  rested  He 
urged  him  in  this  matter  with  all  rhe 
earnestness  at  his  command  to  do  his 
utmost  to  remove  without  delay  an 
injustice  which,  if  allowed  to  go  on, 
could  not  fail  to  impair  and  might 
imperil    the    future    of    Irish  primary 
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education.      He    begged    to    move    the 
reduction  standing  in  his  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £113,900, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr. 
Hazkion). 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.)  said 
lie  desired  to  second  the  Motion 
which  had  been  moved  in  such  an 
eloquent  and  clear  manner  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Galway.  He  had 
had  a  close  connection  with  primary 
education,  and  there  were  some  points 
he  wished  to  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  order  to  elicit  a  dear 
and  definite  statement,  not  only  on 
the  Supplementary  Estimate,  but  on  the 
entire  question  of  primary  education  in 
Ireland.  The  debate  was  wisely  and 
properly  to  he  confined  to  a  discussion  in 
the  first  instance  of  the  amount  and 
distribution  of  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate, but  there  were  other  issues  and  other 
matters  in  connection  with  primary 
education  upon  which  it  would  be  well  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  express 
his  views  and  opinions.  No  harm  would 
be  done  by  recalling  to  the  Committee 
what  had  happened  in  Ireland  during 
the  last  few  years.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  broken  the  record,  and  attended 
a  meeting  in  Ireland  at  which  he  delivered 
a  speech  that  raised  the  exj^ectations,  not 
only  of  the  teachers,  but  also  of  everybody 
connected  with  education  in  Ireland. 
They  were  all  gratified  with  what  he  said 
in  that  speech,  and  they  trusted  him  ; 
and  if  they  had  been  disappointed  it 
certainly  was  not  his  desire  to  throw  the 
blame  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
To  a  large  extent  he  regarded  the  Chief 
Secretary  as  a  strong  man  struggling 
with  fate,  and  he  would  not  be  surprised 
if  his  mind  was  not  something  of  a  con- 
gested district  in  regard  to  Ireland.  The 
question  of  primary  education  was  one 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
views  were  expressed  most  definitely  and 
clearly,  and  they  had  the  greatest  possible 
hope  at  the  time  in  regard  to  his  future 
action.  They  had  moved  to  reduce  tliis 
Vote  merely  as  a  formality,  because  if  they 
had  the  power  their  desire  would  be  to  in- 
crease it  by  £300,000.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Galway  had  pointed  out  that  the  claim 
put   forward   by  the   teachers   was  for 
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£400,000      in     reference      to     salaries 
and    improvements    in    their    position. 
That  was  also  the  claim  of  the  Commis- 
sioners    of      Education      in     Ireland, 
the    body  who  had  charge   of  primanr 
education,   who  insisted   that  £400,000 
was    required   to  deal   with  the  urgent 
grievance  of  the   teachers'  salaries  and 
other  matters  connected  with  educatiou. 
To  meet  this  absolute    necessity  they 
had  been    presented  by  the    Treasury 
with    an  Estimate    of   £114,000.     The 
distribution  of  that  sum  was  a  matter 
about  which  there  was  likely  to  be  serious 
dissatisfaction  in  Ireland,  and  it  was  motit 
desirable  that  attention  should  be  called 
to  the  fact  that  while  not  only  were  the 
representatives  of  Ireland,  but  also  the 
Commissioners    of    Education,   and,  he 
hoped,  the  Chief  Secretary  himself,  of  one 
way  of  thinking  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
grant  and  as  to  the  distribution  of  it,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  or  the  Treason' 
themselves,  stepped  in  and  over-rode  the 
opinions  and  the  representations  of  every- 
body connected  with  Ireland  in  the  matter. 
That    was    a    disgraceful    condition  of 
affairs,  and  it  represented  how  hopele» 
and   disgusting    was  the    condition  in 
matters     of     education,    as    in     other 
matters,  when  they  came  to  be  discussed 
before  the  House.     The  hon.  Gentleman 
who    represented    the    Treasury  knew 
nothing  whatever  about   primary  edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  and  his  predecessor 
was    in    the    same    position.    When  a 
Question  was  asked,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  the  Treasury  had  so  decided 
the     matter    against    the    wishes    and 
opinions  of  everybody  in  Ireland.     That 
was   a   condition   of   affairs   which  the 
Chief    Secretary    should    not    allow  to 
continue.    The    greatest    dissatisfaction 
existed  in  Ireland  in  reference  to  the 
exclusion    of   2,860   teachers    of  small 
schools    from  the  proposed  distribution 
of  the  Supplementar}''    Estimate.     The 
small    schools  had   been    created   and 
the   teachers    put    in    them     by    the 
policy  which  was  carried  on  in  Ireland  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Education  and  ti» 
I  Irish  Government,  and  it  certainly  could 
'  not   be   in   reason   for  the  Treasury  or 
!  anybody  else  who  undertook  the  govezn- 
i  ment  of  Ireland  to  say  that  these  teadwn 
j  should  now  be  left  out  in  the  cold  and 
I  receive  no  share  of  the  money  that  was 
being  distributed  in  Ireland  in  < 
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with  education.  The  difficulty  he  was 
in  in  discussing  the  matter  was  this. 
He  observed  that  in  the  Vote  for  public 
-education  there  were  two  subheads, 
B  and  H,  under  which  certain  money  was 
voted  for  certain  schools  in  Ireland. 
The  two  sums  added  together,  there  was 
a  di&rence  of  £20,320  of  increase  over 
last  year's  expenditure  for  dealing  with 
schools  the  average  attendance  of  which 
liad  been  between  twenty  and  thirty. 
That  kind  of  school  would  practically 
<50ver  all  the  excluded  schools,  and  the 
stun  he  had  mentioned  was  exactly  the 
dilEeience  between  what  would  be  neces- 
sary to  include  in  the  distribution  all  the 
-excluded  teachers.  It  was  rather  diffi- 
cult for  the  Irish  Members  to  discuss 
this  question  without  knowing  exactly 
whether  that  £20,320  was  meant  for  the 
^excluded  teachers,  and  whether,  if  it 
was  given,  it  would  be  equal  compen- 
sation to  them  for  the  other  sum  to  be 
<listributed  among  the  remaining  teachers 
in  Ireland.  Perhaps  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  indicate  in  some  way  whether  he 
was  right  in  thinking 


The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 

XAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to  call  his 
attention  to  the  sum  in  Estimate  E,  where 
there  is  an  increase  of  £26,260  ^ 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  said  that  was  the 
increase  under  Subhead  E,  but  there  was 
a  decrease  of  £6,000  under  Subhead  H, 
and  of  course  when  both  were  taken 
together  there  was  an  increase  of  £20,260. 

Mr.  birrell  said  he  was  afraid  the 
£26,260  represented  simply  the  normal 
increase  in  the  capitation  fees  paid  to 
teachers  under  the  existing  regulations, 
ind  that  it  would  not  in  any  way  be  free 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  from  which  the 
excluded  teachers  would  suffer. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  said  that  that  state- 
nent  enabled  him  and  his  friends  to  know 
Inhere  they  were.  It  showed  that  a 
substantial  number  in  Ireland  were  to 
)e  excluded.  That  was  a  most  unsatis- 
actory  condition  of  affairs.  These  small 
chools  existed  in  every  part  of  Ireland. 
le  knew  one  in  the  Gap  of  Dunloe  which 
ras  placed  there  for  the  advantage  of  a 
imited  number  of  children,  the  average 
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attendance  of  whom  could  not  possibly 
come  up.     It  was  a  question  thera  of 
having  a  small  school  or  no  school  at  all. 
That  case  was  similar  to  many  in  nearly 
all  the  other  parts  of  Ireland.     Most  of 
these  small  schools  were  schools  which 
could  not  be  amalgamated,  and  therefore 
the    teachers    in    them    would    have    a 
hopeless  existence  if  they  were  now  to 
be    t  >ld,    as    they    were    told    by    the 
present  distribution  of  the  Supplementary 
Estimate, that  they  could  hope  for  nothing 
in    the  way  of  the  betterment  of   their 
salaries    and    their    position    generally. 
What    the    representatives    of    Ireland 
should  demand  to-day  was  not  a  distri- 
bution of  £114:,000  among  all  th^  schools 
of  Ireland,  but  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  insist  on  the  Treasury  giving 
the  remaining  £20,000  necessary  to  deal 
with  all  the  teachers  in  a  similar  manner. 
It  ought  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  tackle  th^    question 
and  to  bring  the  Treasury  to  recognise 
that    Ireland    had   that    claim,  and    to 
deal   with    it    justly   and    properly.     It 
was  a    question   of  the    greatest    con- 
cern to  a  vast  number  of  the    poorest 
people  in  Ireland.     He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  see  that  Ireland 
got     this     £20,000     for     the     purpose 
of  the    present    Estimate.       If  he  was 
able   to   get   it    one   of   the    difficulties 
of    the    situation    would   be   overcome. 
They    would    have    an    opportunity    of 
having  every  class  in  Ireland  receiving 
the  same  benefit  under  the  present  Sup- 
plementary Estimate,  and  while,  of  course, 
all  the  Members  from  Ireland  would  be 
in  agreement  that  it  was  not  sufficient 
or  so  large  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  while  it 
would   not   prevent   them   from   asking 
mo^'e,  it  would  certainly  give  them  the 
feeling  that  a  fi^st  instalment  of  justice 
had  been  done,  and  the  teaching  body  in 
Ireland    would    recognise    that    nobody 
was  about  to  be  excluded.     Supposing 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  allowed  the 
Treasury  to  maintain  their  present  atti- 
tude as  to  the  distribution  of  the  money, 
what  was  going  to  b^  the  result  ?     There 
would  be  3,000  discontented  teachers  in 
Ireland,   forming  a  third  of  the  entire 
body.     These   teachers   would   be   in   a 
condition    of    unrest,    and    they    would 
have  behind  them  the  entire  sympathy 
of  the  Irish  representatives,  and  a  storm 
would  be  raised  over  the  matter  which 
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would  destroy  the  good  which  was  being 
done  by  the  right  hon.  Grentlenian  in 
obtaining  the  grant  for  other  sections  of 
people.  All  parties  in  Ireland  and  all 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  in  this 
House  were  unanimous  on  this  matter. 
The  last  meeting  which  he  addressed  in 
regard  to  primary  education  was  pre- 
sided over  by  a  Catholic  bishop,  and  a 
resolution  was  moved  by  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  seconded  by  a  Methodist,  and 
supported  by  people  of  all  political  and 
social  conditions  in  Ireland.  Surely  if 
they  presented  a  case  of  that  descrip- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Government,  and  if  they  could  say 
without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the 
distribution  suggested  by  the  Treasury 
would  go  against  the  opinions  and  the 
feelings  of  all  these  classes  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  necessary  changes  were 
not  made,  it  became  a  hopeless  task  to 
discuss  any  question  in  the  House. 
He  believed  that  the  intentions  and  the 
efforts  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were 
well-directed  in  most  matters  connected 
with  Ireland,  and  he  appealed  to  him 
to  do  something  in  connection  with  this 
question  which  would  remove  the  feeling 
of  unrest  and  dissatisfaction  and  place 
the  distribution  on  an  equitable  basis. 
He  wanted  to  know  how  the  assistant 
teachers  in  Irish  schools,  of  whom 
there  were  a  large  ,number,  were  to  be 
affected  by  the  distribution.  It  was 
really  not  quite  clear  what  was  in- 
tended to  be  done  with  them.  As  the 
distribution  stood  at  present  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  teachers  of  large  schools 
were  not  only  to  get  bonuses  but  capita- 
tion grants  into  the  bargain.  He  wished 
to  get  an  explanation  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  of  the  proposal  in  both 
those  respects.  By  doing  so  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  put  at  rest  the 
doubts  and  suspicions  of  a  large  number 
of  ])eople  in  Ireland.  The  question  of 
teachers  in  small  schools  and  of  assistant 
tor.chers  was  of  ereat  importance  to 
about  l.*i,000  people  in  Ireland,  and, 
therefore,  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  make  quite  clear 
what  he  proposed  to  do  in  carrying  out 
the  distribution  of  the  increased  grant. 
Turning  to  the  question  of  primary 
education  in  Ireland,  he  believed  that 
the  Irish  Party  had  not  receded  one 
single  bit  from  their  attitude  in  reference 
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'.  to  the  constitution,  administration,  and 
I  the    whole    position  of  primaiy  edim- 
I  tion,     notwithstanding    anything    thit 
!  had  happened  since  the  subject  was  lait 
I  discussed   by  the   House  of  Commoni. 
Speaking  for  himself  and   for  a  lazge 
I  body    in    Ireland     they  felt   that  the 
i  constitution  of  the  Irish  Education  Oozn- 
1  mission  was  not    only  wrong  but  uc- 
I  representative,     and    they    desired   is 
I  much  as  ever  that  it  should  be  changied 
into    something    like    a    representative 
;  and  intelligent   authority.     They  codd 
!  never    have     a     sensible     and    proper 
I  system  of  primar>'  education  in  Iieluid 
so  long  as  the  Board  was  constituted 
''  of  men  who  were  past  their  prime  and 
j  capacity.     He  had  a  special  complaint 
i  against   the    Chief    Secretary.     Duzing 
I  the    past    year   there    was    a    yacaner 
on  the  Board.     Perhaps  the  light  hon. 
Grentleman  thought  he  could  do  nothingto 
improve  the  Board  until  the  opportunitr 
came    to    sweep    it    away    altogether. 
However,    the    Chief    Secretaiy   placed 
upon  it  General  Butler.     Grenenil  Butler 
had  spent    all   his  life    in    the  Anny, 
with,  he  understood,  a  very  creditaUe 
record ;     but  he  did  not  think  it  wu 
quite  the  thing  for  primary  education  in 
Ireland  that  such  a  gentleman  who  had 
spent  most  of  his  life  abroad  in  another 
service,  should  be  brought  in,  or  that 
he    would    be    in  a    position    to  com- 
municate    what      was      necessazr    in 
relation   to   primary   education  to  the 
Treasury  and  the  Government.    He  knev 
perfectly  well  that  General  Butler  had 
given  many  evidences  of  a  keen  knov* 
ledge    of   educational   matters,  and  he 
merely    mentioned    his    name    in   liat 
connection  as  an  indication  of  the  settled 
policy  of  the  Government  in  leferaue 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Commiasion. 
He  hoped  that  if  another  opportunitr 
occurred  the  Chief  Secretaiy  would  tqr 
another  method  and  endeavour  to  place 
on  the  Commission  someone  bekngug 
to  the  new  ideas  in  relation  to  education 
in  Ireland — someone  who  understood  tlie 
present  desires  of  the  younger  genention 
and  who  would  be  in  touch  with  tlMir 
w^ants  and  requirements — while  he  war 
waiting  to  make  a  greater  change  on 
that  body.    He  believed  that  one  audi 
man  could  effect  many  changes  of  im*- 
portanc^  in  regard  to  pzimaiy  educatiQii^ 
Questions  were  arising  from  daj  to  day 
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"which  at  present  there  was  no  opportunity 
of  considering.     Dr.   Starkie,   he  under- 
stood,   was    practically    the   board    on 
matters  of  routine  and  detail.     Dr.  Star- 
Ide  had  a  peculiar  reputation  in  certain 
sections  in  Ireland,  but  when  one  came 
in  contact  with  him  it  waa  found  that  he 
was  not  so  bad  as  he  was  painted  ;    and 
that  if  a  case  was  put  before  him  he 
was  inclined   to   give   it   consideration. 
But  it  was    not  for  him,   or  the   Irish 
representatives,  or  the  unfortunate  people 
of  Ireland  connected  with  education  to 
hunt  after  Dr.  Starkie  and  explain  every 
requirement.     The    Board   ought   to   be 
so  constituted  that  the  resident  officials 
would  be  in  the  position  of  seeking  what 
was  the  right  thing  to  do.     Let  him  give  a 
case  in  point.       A  rule  had  been  made 
by  the  Commission  making  it  practically 
impossible  for  a  teacher  in  Ireland  to 
hold  a  licence.     He  acknowledged  that 
all    Members    interested    in    education 
believed    that    that    was    a    right    and 
necessary  rule.     He  himself  did  not  think 
that  teachers  ought  to  seek  to  obtain  a 
licence  in  the  future.     But  he  thought 
that  it  was  most  unjust  for  the  Commis- 
sion to  make  the  rule  retrospective,  and 
victimise    a     man    who     happened     to 
marry  a  lady  who  had  a   public-house, 
and  obtain  a  licence  in  that  accidental 
manner,    and    in    consequence    of   that 
had  his  salary  kept  from  him  by  the 
Commission  for  a  considerable  time.     In 
fact,   no  appeal  which  had  been  made 
to  the  Commission  in  regard  to  the  matter 
had    moved    them.     That    was    not    an 
isolated  case.     There  were  more  people 
in  Ireland  who  had  had  licences  in  their 
possession  in  the  way  he  had  mentioned, 
and  it  was  grievously  unfair  and  improper 
that    the    Commission   should   withhold 
salaries    in    such     cases.       There     was 
another    point      in      connection     with 
primary    education    in    Ireland    which 
affected  not  only  the  teachers  but   the 
children.     The  question  of  the  mainten- 
ance and  the  methods  of  cleaning  and 
heating  the  primary  schools  in  Ireland 
had   been    often   put    before    the    Chief 
Secretary  and  the  Commission,  and  he 
was  personally  disappointed  that  some- 
thing had  not  been  placed  on  the  Esti- 
mates with  the  object  of    making  the 
schools  clean,   warm,  and   comfortable. 
The     teachers,     much  as  they    desired 
higher  salaries — as   was  the   way   with 
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ordinary  human  beings — had  always  put 
forward    claims     for    greater   assistance 
in    connection    with    the    cleaning    and 
heating  of  the  schools,  but  these  had  not 
been  conceded  ;   and  so  long  as  they  had 
the  power  to  call  attention  to  this  ques- 
tion they  would  press  it  forward  and 
insist    upon    its  being   dealt   with   in   a 
proper    way    by    the    Treasury.     There 
was    no    difficulty    about    the    money ; 
there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  about  the 
money  ;    and  really  it  was  annoying  to 
find  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Secretary  for  Education 
rushing  to  the  Treasury  and  other  Depart- 
ments for  money  to    build  up  voluntary 
and  technical  education  which  would  be 
utterly  useless  as  long  as  primary  educa- 
tion was  in  its  present  poor  and  needy 
position  in  Ireland.     He  put  it  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  all  the  force 
he  could,  that  he  should  disregard  most 
other  claims  dealing  with  education  in 
Ireland  until  he  had  put  on  a  proper, 
sensible,    and   well-conducted   basis   the 
education    of   the    poor   who    were   the 
most  necessitous  in  the  country  from  an 
educational  point   of  view.     He   put  it 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  while 
he  said  that  he  could  not  control  the 
Education    Commission    a    nod   was    as 
good    as     a     wink    to     many    of    the 
officials  in   Ireland ;     and    if    he  would 
nod  to  Dr.  Starkie  that  when  that  gentle- 
man   was    dealing    with    his    inspectors 
he  should  induce  them  to  adopt  a  sympa- 
thetic attitude  to  the  teachers  instead 
of    the    method    of    continuous    fault- 
finding, it  would  effect  a  good  deal  in 
the  way  of  smoothing  over  difficulties  and 
improving  the  education  in  the  primary 
schools.       The  teachers   should    be  able 
to    look    upon    the    inspectors    as   their 
friends,  who  would  have  regard  to  their 
virtues  and  not  always  to  their  faults. 
He  desired  to  put  the  question  of  the 
supplementary  grant  in  the  first  place, 
but    the    whole     question     of    primary 
education  in   Ireland   was   pressing  and 
urgent,  and  the  settlement  of  it  would 
be    watched    with    interest.     They    still 
remained  in  regard  to  primary  education 
where    they    were    a    year    ago.     The 
subject  was  calling  for  reform,  and  the 
Irish  Party  were  determined  to  use  all 
their    efforts    to    rouse    public    opinion 
until  there  would  be  a  storm  in  Ireland 
that    would    succeed    in    obtaining    a 
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system  of  primary  education  well  sup- 
plied \vith  money,  well  constructed, 
leading  the  youngsters  of  Ireland  to 
being  properly  equipped  for  their  posi- 
tion in  life,  and  giving  them  such  an 
education  as  they  required,  deserved, 
and  had  shown  themselves  capable  of 
benefiting  by, 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.)  - 
It  will  be  convenient  if  at  this  early  stage 
of  the  debate  I  speak  as  an  Irish  Unionist 
representative  and  for  the  Irish  LTnionists. 
They  most  cordially  and  unanimously 
support,  the  view  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  spoken  with 
regard  to  the  new  grant  of  £114,000. 
AVith  all  the  criticisms  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man it  must  be  understood  I  do  not 
altogether  agree.  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  holding  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  for  some  time  and  was  brought 
into  close  contact  with  Dr.  Starkie  and 
the  National  Education  Board ;  and  I 
have  seen  a  good  deal  of  Dr.  Starkie  and 
his  colleagues.  Of  course  it  is  very  easy 
to  criticise  any  body  of  public  men, 
whatever  their  duties  and  functions  may 
be  ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  all 
public  bodies  discharged  their  functions 
as  efficiently  as  the  Irish  Board  of 
Education.  Dr.  Starkie  is,  in  my  opinion, 
one  of  the  most  earnest  and  devoted 
servants  of  education  to  be  found  in  this 
or  any  other  comitry.  I  regret  that  a 
<au8e  so  important  as  this  should  have 
been  brought  forward  in  a  House  which 
does  not  appear  to  be  very  interested  in 
what  is  going  on.  I  cannot  help  noticing 
that  there  are  a  wonderful  number  of 
seats  vacant  on  the  benches  opposite. 
I  know  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
absence  of  some  Members  of  Parliament 
on  this  occasion  is  that  they  caimot  serve 
on  Grand  Committee  all  day  and  come 
here  also  in  the  aftenioon,  and  therefore 
we  have  a  thin  House  to  discuss  a  question 
of  vital  importance.  The  hon.  Members 
below  the  gangway  are  very  kijid.  So 
far  does  their  kuidness  carry  them  that 
they  will  do  what  I  should  have  thought 
hardly  any  supporter  of  the  Goveniment 
would  do.  They  will  break  the  Govern- 
ment up  into  compartments  and  seek  to 
draw  distinctions  between  the  Irish 
administration   and   the   Treasury. 

Mr.  J.  MURPHY  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  stating  the  exactly 
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reverse  position  to  that  on  which  he 
insisted,  namely,  that  the  Treasorr 
and  the  Irish  Government  were  the 
same. 

Mr.    WALTER    LONG:    The  mover 
of  the  Motion  stated  that  this  was  not 
the    Chief  Secretary,  but    the    horrible 
hands  of  the  Treasury  again,  and  that 
they   knew   the   right  hon.   Gentleman 
would    do    everything    that    he   could. 
I  cannot  take  that  view.     The  Govern- 
ment must  be  regarded  as  a  whole.    It  is 
impossible  to  shelter  the  Irish  administra- 
tion behind  the  Treasury.    With  regard 
to  the  old  controversy  between  the  Irish 
administration  and  the  Treasury  this  is 
not  the  first  time  by  many  that  it  has  been 
raised,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  hear  more 
of  it  in  years  to  come.     But  I  hold  very 
strongly  that  it  is  the  duty  and  function 
of  the  Treasury  to  decide  what  money 
shall  be  allocated  to  the  different  parts 
of   the    United   Kingdom    for   different 
purposes,  but  that  when  it  comes  to  the 
distribution  of  that  money  in  the  comi tries 
concerned,  the  Treasury  have  no  right 
to  speak  upon  that  matter.     I  earnestly 
beg   the   Chief   Secretary,  who  has  the 
reputation   of  being   a   strong  man,  to 
take  this  occasion  to  assert  his  right  as 
head  of  the  Irish  administration  to  take 
the    money    allotted    by    the    Treasury 
and  make  the  most  of  it,  and  to  get  more 
if  he   can.     This  is  not   one   of  those 
occasions  of  which  it  has  been  said  that 
all  the  Irishmen    are    agreed  for    the 
moment  because  they  are  going  to  get 
more  money  out  of  the  Treasury.    That 
is   not    the    reason   for   the    agreement 
l)et  ween  the  Irish  Unionists  and  National- 
ists  on   this  occasion.     Our  reason  '\c 
that  not  only  do  you  fail  to  do  good 
by  the  change  that  you  are  making  in 
the  system  of  education,  but  that  you  may 
do  very  great  harm.    I  am  astomided 
when  i  find  the  sum  is  put  at  another 
£20.000.     The  Estimate  that  was  shovn 
to  me  was  rather  larger,  but  we  may 
take  it  that  £20,000  would  cover  the 
difference  in  regard  to  these  small  Bchoola. 
It  is,  therefore,  inconceivable  that  when 
you  have  made  up  your  mind  to  give  s 
grant  of  £114,000  you  should  spoil  your 
whole  scheme  for  £20,000.    Assume  that 
the  object  of  this  change  is  to  bring 
al)out  a  reform  which  in  the  opinion  d 
every    educationist   in   ewiy   put    of 
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the  United  Kingdom  is  a  wise  reform. 
If  it  be  possible  to  secure  so  far  as 
you  can  the  amalgamation  of  small 
schools  you  secure  economy  and 
educational  improvement.  But  in  the 
Irish  case  this  reform  is  an  impossible 
one  for  two  reasons.  First  you  have  the 
religious  difficulty,  which  makes  amalga- 
mation impossible,  and  then  you  have 
the  still  greater  difficulty — a  difficulty 
which  is  insuperable — that  in  some  parts 
of  Ireland,  notably  in  the  South  and 
West,  the  schools  which  come  below 
the  average  attendance  of  thirty-five  are 
the  small  schools  in  the  scattered  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  children  cannot 
come  to  them  except  under  conditions 
which  would  make  school  attendance 
absolute  cruelty.  But  even  supposing 
that  it  were  possible  and  advisable, 
I  protest  against  this  way  of  doing  it. 
If  it  is  believed  by  the  powers  that  be  that 
amalgamation  of  schools  is  necessary, 
by  all  means  amalgamate  them,  but  do 
it  in  the  right  way.  If  you  cannot  do 
it  without  punishing  somebody,  punish 
the  right  people.  Here  you  are  doing 
it  in  the  wrong  way  and  punishing  the 
wrong  people.-  You  are  not  seeking  to 
give  special  advantages  to  any  amal- 
gamation by  way  of  examination.  Your 
amalgamation  should  be  carried  out 
with  advantage  to  the  schools  concerned, 
but  you  are  seeking  to  do  it  by  punishing 
these  small  schools  who  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it  and  who  by  their  own  energy, 
ability,  and  industry  have  done  much  to 
make  up  the  shortcomings  of  the  system. 
Yet  the  teachers  of  these  schools,  the 
most  unselfish  and  most  devoted  class 
in  the  whole  of  the  land,  are  the  people 
you  are  punishing  for  the  sake  of  £20,000. 
We  are  told  that  out  of  the  13,000 
national  school  teachers  som^  3,000 
will  be  affected.  In  Connaught  there 
are  1,418  National  schools,  and  607  of 
these  will  be  excluded  from  the  benefits 
of  the  new  capitation  grant,  the 
average  attendance  in  them  being 
20-7  and  the  total  number  of  children 
attending  no  less  than  16,257.  It 
L<»  almost  incredible  that  for  the  sake 
of  £20,000  or  £30,000  you  are  going 
to  inflict  an  injury  so  grave  on  the 
younger  generation  of  the  Irish  people. 
It  is  sometimes  said  that  Ireland  ought 
to  contribute  more  to  the  cost  of  educa- 


tion and  that  the  cost  is  larger  in  pro- 
portion to  other  parts  of  the  country, 
but  there  are  difficulties  existing  there 
which  create  an  inevitable  necessity 
for  a  larger  number  of  schools  than  exists 
elsewhere.  I  do  not  think  that  against 
either  of  the  churches  in  Ireland  the  charge 
can  be  made  that  they  have  not  put 
their  hands  into  their  pockets  and  paid 
generously  for  the  provision  of  educational 
facilities.  Surely  you  are  not  going  to 
spoil  the  generosity  of  a  grant  like  this 
by  making  it  fall  so  much  below  the 
necessary  amount  as  to  do  harm  where 
harm  will  be  most  felt  and  where  the 
people  are  the  least  able  to  protect  them- 
selves. I  welcome  the  increased  grants  as 
an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
teachers  in  the  larger  schools,  but  they 
are  the  strongest  of  the  teaching  body 
and  best  able  to  defend  their  own  rights. 
The  teachers  in  the  smaller  schools  are 
the  weaker  members  of  the  community, 
least  able  to  defend  themselves,  yet  they 
are  the  victims  selected  for  this  treatment. 
It  is  not  because  we  are  united  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  joint  raid  upon 
the  public  purse  that  we  ask  the  GU)vern- 
ment  to  reconsider  their  policy.  I  do  not 
know  who  in  Ireland  would  be  found  to 
approve  of  this  change.  I  am  sure  the 
National  Commissioners  have  done  their 
best  to  prevent  it.  No  education 
authority  in  Ireland  approves  of  drawing 
this  unusual  and  unmerited  distinction 
between  the  two  classes  of  teachers,  and 
in  regard  to  the  children  there  can  be 
but  one  opinion.  I  am  informed  that 
if  the  change  is  insisted  upon  it  will 
result  in  the  destruction  of  some  of  the 
smaller  schools.  I  do  not  know  whether 
efforts  can  or  would  be  made  to  preserve 
them.  I  am  assured  that  there  is 
great  risk  of  some  of  them  being  over- 
whelmed. We  are  entitled  to  ask  the 
Government  what  is  their  policy  in  the 
event  of  this  result  following  from  the 
alteration  in  the  grant.  In  England  and 
Scotland  if  you  destroy  by  legislation  or 
administration  the  voluntary  schools, 
you  have  a  substitute  ready  to  hand, 
and  machinery  to  provide  schools  at 
the  cost  of  the  public,  but  you  have  no 
system  of  that  kind  in  Ireland.  If  the 
benches  opposite  had  been  fuller,  if 
the  majority  of  the  Members  of  the 
Hous  J  were  present,  to  whatever  party  or 
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creed  they  belonged  or  whatever  views 
they  had  upon  denominational  educa- 
tion, they  would  be  convinced  that  a 
gross  act  of  injustice  is  being  done 
and  that  every  efEort  should  be  made 
and  influence  brought  to  bear  to  induce 
the  Government  to  change  their  ground 
before  it  is  too  late.  The  case  is  simple 
in  the  extreme.  There  is  much  to  be 
done  for  the  improvement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  teachers  in  national  schools; 
there  are  heavy  arrears  to  be  undertaken 
in  regard  to  many  conditions  of  elemen- 
tary schools  in  Ireland.  I  admit  that  every- 
thing cannot  be  done  at  once,  but  if  you 
are  taking  a  step  forward,  if  you  are  really 
going  to  do  something  effective  in  the 
cause  of  education  and  improving  the 
condition  of  the  teachers,  then  let  your 
policy  be  general,  let  it  apply  to  all 
concerned,  in  order  that  it  may  leave 
behind  it  no  rankling  feeling  of  injustice 
ar.d  soreness,  and  you  will  have  done 
something  not  only  to  help  the  teachers 
but  the  children. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) 
said  he  did  not  suppose  that  there  was  any 
single  phase  of  Irish  government  which 
so  completely  showed  how  the  cour.try 
suffered  from  lack  of  self-government  as 
the  question  of  education.  There  was, 
of  course,  general  agreement  that  in  i\o 
country  in  the  world  was  the  subject  so 
much  one  of  national  interest,  and  so 
carefully  watched  as  in  Ireland.  Yet  it 
was  perfectly  true  to  say  that  in  Ireland 
the  cause  of  education  had  suffered 
probably  more  than  had  any  other  matter 
concerning  the  national  daily  life  of  the 
country.  He  re-echoed  the  wish  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  just  sat  down 
that  the  Benches  opposite  had  been 
better  filled,  for  hon.  Members  would  then 
have  seen  that  there  was  good  reason  why 
the  Irish  people  so  passionately  desired  to 
be  alloweil  to  manage  their  own  affairs, 
in  their  own  country,  and  without  refer- 
ence to  that  House.  The  voice  of  Ireland 
was  one  upon  this  matter.  The  hon. 
Members  for  Galway  and  Kerry  repre- 
sented the  Nationalist  Members  in  urging 
the  matter  upon  the  Government,  and 
they  had  been  supported  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  South  Dublin,  who  led  the 
Unionist  Party  in  Ireland.  They  found 
that  from  East  and  West,  North  and  South 
of  Ireland,    Unionists  and    Nationalists. 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


Catholics  and  Protestants  presented  a 
unanimous  case  to  the  Grovenunent.    It 
certainly  would  be  most  interesting  to 
hear  what  the  reply  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
could  possibly  be  to  the  demand  that  had 
been  put  forward.    They  were  sometimes 
told  that  no  matter  how  well  disposed  the 
Government   might  be,   they  found  it 
impossible  to  carry  out  their  good  inten- 
tions because  of  the  action  of  the  Treasury 
in  refusing  to  grant  sufficient  money  to 
carry   out   what  everybody  in  Ireland 
believed  to  be  necessary.    That  mi^t 
have  held  good  with  the  Government  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin,  but  were  they  to  be  toM 
that  the  Treasury  which  was  now  under 
the  control  of  the  Liberal  Government, 
the  Government  which  had  expressed  its 
entire  sympathy  with  the  Irish  people  in 
their  national  demands,  was  still  to  pnrsae 
the  old  tradition  of  denying  to  the  Irish 
people  what  was  necessary  to  meet  their 
requirements  in   a   matter  so  vital  as 
education  ?    He  yielded  to  nobody  in 
his  belief  that  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
many  of  his  colleagues  were  deeply  in 
sympathy  with  the  demands  of  the  Irish 
people,    but  the  right   hon.    Gentleman 
must  allow  him  to  say,  with  every  possible 
deference,    that    the    time    had    really 
come  when  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  would  refuse  to  con- 
tinue their  belief  in  the  sympathy  of  the 
present    Grovernment    unless    tiiey  saw 
some  practical    effect    given    to     it  in 
such    a    matter    as    that    which  they 
were  now  discussing.    The   right   hon. 
Member  for   South  Dublin,  had  pointed 
out,  in  enforcing  arguments  already  used 
by   hon.     Members    on    the     National 
benches,  that  it  was  a  piece  of  absurdity 
for  tk^  Grovernment  to  spoil  the  entire 
work,  which  they  proposed  to  carry  out 
in  granting  £114,000,  by  excluding  that 
verA'    class    of   national    teachers   who 
stood  most  in  need  of  something  being 
done.    What   did   the   Chief   S^retary 
think  would  be  the  result  in  Ireland  if 
the  present  expressed  intentions  of  the 
Treasury    was     carried    out,    and    the 
majority    of    school    teachers    received 
no     improvement    of     their     position, 
while   two    or   three   thousand   of  the 
poorest  and  most  deserving  of  national 
teachers  received  no  increase  in  their 
pay    as   well    as  no   improvement    in 
their   position   at   all !       The   natnni 
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MrtUt    would   be    the    utmost    dissatis- 
Mition  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
lie  otiier.     He  appealed   to   the  Chief 
secretary  to   set  up  a   precedent     Let 
Mm  stand  up  at  that  box  and  tell  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that  this  was 
k   matter    in    which     the    Department 
aost  meet  the  unanimously   expressed 
lesire     of     the    Irish     people.      They 
new    that    there    were    differences    of 
pinion  as  to  other  matters  in  which  the 
reasury    was    approached    daily    from 
^land  for  money — matters  relating  to 
te  building  of  labourers'  cottages,  for 
le    erection    of    artisans'    houses,    for 
I'estry,     and     for     numberless     other 
atters  ;   but  in  this  matter  of  education 
lere   was   absolutely   no   difference   of 
>inion  whatever  in  Ireland,  and  they 
:ight  clearly  to  understand  where  they 
©re  before  the  discussion  was  brought 
^     a    close.     Was    the     Secretary    to 
le    Treasury  prepared  to  get    up  and 
iy  that  on  this  matter,  involving  some 
S),000  extra — it  was  impossible  to  give 
1  exact  figure,  but  it  had  been  ascer- 
ined   that  £20,000   would   enable   the 
me  benefits  to    be    given  to  all  the 
GU^hers     in     Ireland     under     the     im- 
oved  scheme — the   Government  would 
n   the  risk  of  causing    dissatisfaction 
id    of  really    spoiling   the    concession 
lich    had    been    made  ?     Were    they 
go    back  to  their  constituents    and 
y    that   not   merely  a    Tory   Govern- 
ent,  but  the  Liberal  Government,  the 
>vernment  which  had  voted  for  Home 
lie,  were  determined   to  penalise  two 
three  thousand  of  their  poorest,  most 
edy,  and     most     deserving    national 
ichers   in  Ireland,   because   the  Trea- 
ry    of    this       great    Empire    refused 
compIlBte  the  scheme  with  an  addi- 
nval   £20,000  or   more?     If  that  was 
e   message  with  which  they  were  to 
sent  back  to  Ireland,  nobody  could 
surprised  it  there  should  be  a  wave 
indignation    from    one    end    of    the 
antry  to  the  other.     Though  he  should 
rsonally  regret  any  act  of  discourtesy 
ivards   the    Chief   Secretary,    he   very 
ich  doubted,  if  they  were  sent  home 
th    such    a    message,    that   the    right 
n.     Gentleman    would    be    again    so 
thusiastically  received  as  he  once  was 
the  national  teachers  of  Ireland.     He 
d  no  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man  had  done  his  best  in  the  matter,  but 
he   himself  should  see   that  the  whole 
force  of  the  Cabinet  was  brought  to  his 
assistance ;    and  he  thought,  if  only  as 
a  matter  of  courtesy,  that  there  should 
have  been  more  Members  of  the  Cabinet 
present.     The  Chief  Secretary  was  not 
all  powerful.     He  knew  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  resist  influences 
brought    against    him ;     and    he    knew 
also  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  claim  that  at  the  present  time 
he   was  engaged  in   serious   work   con- 
nected with  his  department.     Still,  the 
fact  remained  that   while   discussing   a 
question    which    vitally     affected     the 
national    well-being    of    Ireland,    there 
was     an    entire    absence    of    Members 
of    the    Liberal    Party,    and    of  every 
Member    of     the    Cabinet    except    the 
Chief    Secretary,    who    had    with    him 
the     Secretary    to    the    Treasury    and 
one    of    the    Irish    Law   Officers.     [Mr. 
Lloyd-George   entered   the   House    at 
this   moment.]    He   was   very   glad   to 
see  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
come  in,  because  at  any  rate  it  added 
one    to    the    audience    of    four.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  understood 
this  question,  he  had  no  doubt,  already. 
But  he  would  make  a  personal  appeal 
to    him   to    see    whether,    even    at   the 
eleventh   hour,"  it   was   not  possible   to 
make  some  alteration  which  would  do 
even-handed  justice.     He  did  not  wish 
to   ask   for   any   favour   in  the  matter. 
He   did  not   believe   that,  there   was   a 
man  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
other  side  who  denied  the  fairness  and 
justice   of   the   proposition   which   they 
were     submitting.     The     Chancellor     of 
the    Exchequer    knew    that    after    very 
many    weary   years   of   agitation,    after 
numberless    Questions    in    that    House, 
and  debate  after  debate  under  numerous 
Governments,  at  last  they  had  secured 
a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  national 
teachers    in    Ireland    were    a    body    of 
public    servants    extremely    underpaid, 
that    in    proportion    they     were     paid 
far  worse  than  the  school  teachers  in 
England,  or  Scotland,  or  Wales.     They 
had  secured  a  recognition  of  the  fact 
that   not  only  in   common  justice   and 
fairness   to  the  teachers,    but    also    for 
the  welfare  of  the  children  under  them, 
their  salaries  should  be  increased,  and 
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their  position  improved  to  some  extent. 
They  pot  the  recognition  of  their  con- 
tention that  the  national  teachers  ought 
to    be    better    treated,    but    everyone 
knowing  the  requirements  of  education 
would  support  their  claim  that  £114,000 
was  inadequate,  and  even  such  as  it  was 
it  did  not  make  pro%nsion  for  any  im- 
provement whatever  in  the  condition  of 
3,000  of  the  poorest  and  most  deserving 
of  the  national  teachers.     That  was  not 
a  proposition  which  could  possibly  give 
satisfaction.     The  schools  below  thirty- 
five    in    average  'attendance    were    the 
most  needed  schools.     They  were  quite 
as  necessary  and  useful  as  the  largest 
attended  schools,  yet  simply  because  the 
average  was  not  more  than  thirty-five, 
thev  were  to  continue  to  have  unjust 
treatment.     They  were  told  it  was  all 
because  the  Government  stopped  short 
of    an     additional    grant    of  £20,000  a 
year.       That    was     a     position     which 
could    not    be     defended.       Was     the 
Chancellor    of     the    Exchequer     going 
to  allow  the  Treasury  to  put  their  hand 
to  this  matter,  to  make  as  far  as  they 
were  willing  to  go,  a  complete  job  of  it, 
and  not  to  benefit  one  man  because 
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he 
happened  to  have  50  or  100  scholars,  '  he  made  it  a  rule  ne^ 
and  to  leave  another  man  in  a  state  of  addressed  to  him.  Li 
practical  destitution  simply  because  the 
inhabitants  were  sparse,  and  he  could 
not  get  more  than  thirty-five  scholars.? 
The  position  could  not  possibly  be 
defended,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Chief 
SfHTctary  to  do  his  best.  He  believed 
he  Jilwuys  did  his  best,  but  after  all, 
could  they  not  in  these  matters  some- 
times ('ome  to  the  point  of  insistence  ? 
Sometimes  in  Ireland  men  were  called 
to  task  hetrtus(»  they  used  extravagant 
jiMil  violent  language.  They  were 
toM  it  was  unconstitutional  and  that 
noihiiii:  \\as  to  be  gained  by  it.  But 
.*  'iitiuuit^n  of  this  kind  was  of  itself, 
without  the  adilition  of  any  other  in- 
jUNtire.    surticient  to  make  people,  from 


weather  he  had  visit< 
schools  on  the  bord 
Galway.  It  was  enoi 
man's  heart  and  soul 
chilly  day,  the  poor  < 
without  any  provisi( 
proper  heating  of  tl 
school,  a  new  one,  w 
windows  and  stone  w 
fire  of  a  proper  kind, 
many  of  whom  had  ' 
in  the  rain  and  mud, 
practically  shivering 
almost  chattering.  It 
turf  anwhere  in  Irela 
weather  was  so  wet,  bu 
children  had  actually  1 


ouo  end  of  tl\e  country  to  the  other,  rebel.  '  in  their  poor  little  ai 
rUoiv    was   no  I'ivilised   countrv   where    which  si 


smouldered  in  i 
u  V.  A  ptx»position  could  ])e  made  in  !  out  any  spark  or  gl 
''o'vr',x  o  to  eilueation,  as  was  now  i  One  teacher  he  knew 
t*-'x    put    forwjud    l>y   the   Treasury.  '  that  he  could  ill  afford 

'^ "iNtuv   perpetrated  on    2,000    or 

^'H'    «•'  \\w  most  deserving  men  would 
•     '*' 'v»\'nted  tuul  it  would   make   the  I 
'  •  •     i^A  v»t  tile  liovernnieiit  in  everv 
•  '''*  JioM     much    more    difficult. 


the  children  w^arm,  ani 
many  schools  also  o 
I  resources  helped  to  hes 
was  said  that  this  wast 
the  world  had  ever  sec 
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his  doubts  about  it.  Anyhow  it  was 
one  of  the  richest.  Our  fleets  were 
everywhere  and  our  flag  flew  everywhere. 
The  other  day  when  the  French  President 
went  to  the  Opera,  £2,000  was  spent  on 
decorating  the  walls  of  Covent  Garden 
with  flowers.  The  other  day  an  hon. 
Gentleman  wanted  to  insist  that  the 
Union  Jack  should  be  unfurled  over 
every  school  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain.  They  could  hoist  what  they 
liked  over  them  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, but  let  them  keep  the  life  in  the 
blood  of  the  children  and  light  fires 
in  the  schools.  If  they  hoisted  flags 
over  some  of  these  schools  that  he  knew 
they  would  probably  try  to  light  the  fire 
with  the  flag.  The  report  of  Mr.  Dale, 
the  educational  expert,  showed  that 
what  he  said  was  perfectly  true  as  to 
the  lamentably  deficient  state  of  these 
schools  in  regard  to  heating,  lighting, 
and  sanitary  arrangements.  It  was  not 
a  large  point,  but  it  went  very  near  the 
life  of  the  people.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  occupied  one  of  the 
greatest  positions  of  the  Empire,  which 
he  had  won  by  his  ability,  and  those 
who  had  seen  his  career,  admired  the  way 
in  which  he  had  come  to  the  front  by  his 
own  unaided  efforts.  But  with  all  that, 
what  he  admired  most  about  him  A^as 
that  in  his  great  position  he  retained  a 
vivid  recollection  of  his  days  in  the 
Welsh  land  that  he  came  from  when  he 
was,  perhaps,  a  more  or  less  poor  boy 
there,  and  he  knew  what  the  poor  had  to 
suffer.  He  appealed  to  him  in  Heaven's 
name,  whatever  might  be  left  undone, 
to  see  to  it  that  next  winter  every 
school  in  Ireland  was  from  a  sanitar}^ 
point  of  view  put  in  order  and  had  a  good 
fire.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
did  this,  his  name  would  be  regarded 
\nnth  deep  respect  in  Ireland,  and  they 
would  say  that  there  was  at  last  at  the 
head  of  the  British  Treasury  a  man 
who  in  the  midst  of  all  his  great  work 
had  a  heart  to  feel  for  the  sufferings, 
the  requirements,  and  the  needs  of  the 
little  ones  who  went  barefooted  along 
the  road  in  order  to  get  that  knowledge 
which  their  parents  were  anxious  they 
should  have.  He  felt  very-  strongly  upon 
this  point  because  he  had  investigated 
the    matter    for    himself.      In    a    letter 
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with  the  matter  and  he  asked  the  Govern^ 
ment  to  see  that  next  winter,  at  any 
rate,  this  state  of  things  should  be 
rectified,  and  that  in  future  the  schools 
of  Ireland  were  properly  ventilated  and 
put  into  a  proper  sanitary  condition. 
If  this  were  done  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  benefiting  the  children,  enabling 
them  to  learn  more,  and  it  would  also 
make  the  burden  of  the  national  teachers 
of  Ireland  much  lighter. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin 
University)  said  he  desired  to  raise 
his  voice  in  support  of  what  had  been 
said  upon  this  question.  The  small 
schools  referred  to  had  been  created 
and  maintained  as  the  result  of  the 
express  legislation  of  that  House.  In 
1892,  after  a  protracted  struggle  between 
successive  GU)vernments,  the  different 
religious  denominations  .in  Ireland 
held  out  for  denominational  educa- 
tion  of  the  strictest  kind,  although 
temptations  on  the  basis  of  imdenomma- 
tional  schools  were  offered.  In  the  end 
the  Government  felt  overcome  by  the 
universal  opposition,  and  recognised  that 
the  only  system  upon  which  primary 
education  could  be  run  in  Ireland  was 
on  strictly  denominational  lines.  The 
necessary  consequence  of  that  policy 
was  the  springing  up  of  small  schools 
containing  on  an  average  of  anything 
from  twenty  to  forty  pupils.  Anyone 
who  knew  anything  of  the  state  of 
Ireland,  partici^larly  in  the  west  and 
south,  and  many  counties  in  the  north,, 
must  recognise  the  fact  that  there  were 
many  places  in  which  the  members  of 
a  particular  religious  denomination  could 
not  get  within  a  radius  of  three  or  four 
miles  more  than  about  twenty  or  thirty 
children  to  attend  a  particular  school. 
If  they  closed  up  that  school  or  did 
anything  that  would  render  it  impossible 
to  carry  it  on,  inevitably  they  would 
leave  those  twenty  or  thirty  children 
without  any  provision  for  education, 
or  else  they  would  compel  them  agamst 
the  express  wishes  of  their  parents  and 
the  approved  policy  of  Parliament  to 
attend  schools  under  a  different  religious 
management  and  of  a  different  persuasion 
altogether  from  that  in  which  their  parents 
believed.     Accordingly    in    many    parts 


which  he  wrote  to  the  Freeman's  Journal    of  the  North  there  were  schools  under 
he  invited  the  Chief  Secretary  to  deal  |  Roman  Catholic  management  where  the 
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entire    children    within    three    or    four 
miles  of  the  school  did  not  exceed  any- 
thing from  ten  to  thirty.     On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  West  of  Ireland  there  were 
small  isolated  communities  of  Protestants, 
and  the  same  in  the  South,  where  they 
foimd    it    impossible    if    those    schools 
were    to   be    conducted   under   teachers 
and    managers   of   a   difEerent   religious 
persuasion     to     run     them     with     any 
prospect  of  getting    more  than    twenty 
to  forty  pupils.  Parliament  had  recognised 
this   principle   and   from  time   to  time 
had  held  out  attractions  and  inducements 
to  those  various  religious  denominations 
in  Ireland   to  fall  in  with  the  national 
school    system    on    the    understandhxg 
and  undertaking  that  Parliament  would 
support  and  retain  those  small  schools. 
In    the    year    1892    there    was    passed 
a    National     Education     Bill    for    Ire- 
land   which    expressly    recognised   that 
a  capitation  grant  was  to  be  provided 
in    schools   of   an    average    attendance 
of    10,  and   a  salary  for  a   teacher  was 
to  be  provided  in  schools  with  an  average 
attendance  of  20.     From  that  day  under 
the  authority  and  sanction  of  Parliament 
any  number  of  those  small  schools  had 
been  founded  in  difEerent  parts  of  Ireland 
where  the  average  attendance  was  any- 
thing between  10  and  40.     He  did  not 
know  who  was  responsible  for  the  principle 
upon  which  the  grant  of  £114,000  had 
been    allocated.     They    had    been    told 
that  in  the  allocation  of  the    grant  no 
teacher   was   to   get   any  •  bonus   unless 
there  was  an  average  attendance  of  70 
in  his  school,  and  that  the  extra  capitation 
grant  of  5s.  a  head  to  each  child  was  to  be 
confined    to    schools    with    a    minimum 
attendance   of   35.     It   was   self-evident 
that  such  an  allocation  and  distribution 
must  do  grievous  injury  and  wrong  in 
the  very  quarters  where  it  would  be  felt 
the  most,  and  to  the  very  persons  who 
stood   most    in    need   of   some    benefit. 
While    he    agreed    that    those    teachers 
in   schools  \nth  an  average   attendance 
of   35  or    70   were    undoubtedly  in   an 
unfavourable     position     as     contrasted 
with     the     teachers    of     England     and 
Scotland,  and    that    undoubtedly    they 
had    a    claim    upon    the    Treasury    for 
a   substantial  addition  to  their  salaries, 
it    could     not    be     denied    that     they 
were     in     a     stronger     position     than 
their  poorer  brethen  who  were  receiving 

Mr,  James  Campbell. 


the  salaries  of  third-class  teachers  in 
schools  where  the  attendance  was  between 
10  and  20.  It  was  an  extraardinarr 
thing  that  the  principle  should  be  adopted 
which  necessarily  excluded  from  any 
benefit  the  very  class  of  people  in  the  very 
class  of  schools  which  stood  most  in 
need  of  help.  He  had  been  deluged 
with  remonstrances  and  complaints 
because  it  was  evident  that  the  allocation 
now  proposed  was  a  new  poKcy  and 
effected  a  new  departure.  Evidentlj 
the  idea  in  the  mind  of  the  Treasury  was 
that  it  they  were  to  allocate  this  grant 
on  the  lines  proposed  in  the  Estimate,  the 
result  necessarily  would  be  the  closing 
of  a  number  of  the  smaller  schools,  and 
in  the  long  run  the  Treasury  would  save 
what  they  granted  this  year  a  few  yean 
hence,  because  by  the  closing  of  schools 
they  would  save  the  salaries  of  a  [large 
number  of  the  present  teachers.  If 
there  was  any  idea  of  that  kind  abroad, 
or  in  the  mind  of  the  Treasury,  he  couU 
assure  them  that  it  would  meet  with 
unanimous  opposition  from  every  quarter 
in  Ireland,  because  if  there  was  one  thing 
more  than  another  that  the  parents  of 
children  in  the  national  schools  in 
Ireland  were  determined  upon,to  whatever 
creed  they  belonged,  it  was  that  those 
schools  should  be  under  the  management 
of  persons  of  the  same  religion  as  the 
parents  who  sent  their  children  to 
them,  and  that  the  children  should  have 
the  fullest  opportunity  for  training  and 
teaching  in  the  religion  professed  by 
their  parents.  That  had  been  the  ides 
and  the  principle  of  all  denominatioDi 
in  Ireland  in  connection  with  primuy 
teaching  in  elementary  schools.  He  quite 
agreed  that  the  Report  referred  to  bv 
the  hon.  Member  for  Clare,  made  bj 
Professor  Dale,  showed  that  a  great  deal 
might  be  done  in  certain  quarters  in  the 
way  of  amalgamation  with  a  view  to 
economy  and  efficiency.  He  also  agreed 
that  in  some  towns  there  was  a  muUdpfi' 
city  of  schools,  and  a  good  deal  could  he 
saved  by  reducing  the  number  of  Bchoob 
in  some  of  the  larger  towns.  Thati 
however,  was  not  the  complaint  thej 
made.  What  they  complained  of  was 
the  new  development  in  this  particnlai 
allocation,  because  it  would  aiect 
not  merely  the  schools  in  towns  whose 
average  attendance  might  be  below 
the    required    figures,    but    also   fhoss 
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*al  part,  including  the  small 
d  the  country  schools,  and 
Id  be  most  hit.  Those 
schools  and  the  portions  of 
,t  were  least  able  to  stand  or 
uch  an  injustice  or  inequality, 
xad  a  communication  from 
lan    Board    of    Education  in 

with  his  own  Church  in  dif- 
8  of  Ireland,  and  one  and  all 
lat  if  this  policy  was  persisted 
cheme  of  allocation  was  forced 
jople  in  Ireland,  it  would  raise 

indignation  and  protest,  not 
the  part  of  the  teachers  who 
liarily  interested,  but  on  the 
3  parents  of  children  and  all 
[ious  people  who  took  any 
latever  in  primary  education 
While   he   did   not   pledge 

the  accuracy  of  the  figures 
been  given,  yet,  if  it  was  a  fact 
iitional  sum  of  £20,000  would 
died   this  injustice  and   pre- 

inequalities  in  the  proposed 
ind  distribution,  it  seemed  to 
•e  absolutely  impossible  to 
understand  the  action  of  the 
r  anybody  else  who  might  be 
;htest  degree  responsible  for 
ttion.  If  it  was  the  case  that 
al  sum  of  £20,000  added  to  this 
)uld  have  enabled  the  distribu- 
nade  among  the  teachers  of  all 
1   he  could   say  was  that  it 

him  a  more  miserable  or  a 
rly  act  on  the  part  of  the 
sasury  it  was  impossible  to 
While  he  was  very  glad  to 
e  remonstrance  made  in  the 

the  teachers  themselves,  he 
;  right  hon.   Gentleman  that 

a  much  larger  and  greater 
avolved  in  the  matter — not 
,t  which  affected  the  rights 
Uus  of  the  teachers,  but  that 
ted  the  rights  of  the  children 
He  understood  that  it  was 

of  all  sections  of  people  in 
\t  they  never  would  consent 

forced     upon     them,     after 

of  an  opposite  policy,  by 
;ans,  a  new  departure  of  this 

system  which  had  prevailed 
present  was  that  the  parents 
e  the  right  to  insist  that  their 
lould  be  taught  in  schools 
!  under  the  management  and 


control  of  members  of  the  religion  to 
which  they  themselves  belonged.  He 
would  urge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  that  if  this  policy  of  amalgama- 
tion was  to  be  insisted  upon  and  forced 
upon  the  country,  at  least  it  should  be 
confined  to  any  district  in  which  it  was 
possible  for  the  children  of  any  particular 
schools  which  had  been  closed  to  get 
education  in  an  adjoining  school  under 
the  same  management  within  reasonable 
distance.  There  were  cases  with  which 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  were  familiar, 
where  in  the  west,  south,  and  north  of  the 
country  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  a 
school  within  a  radius  at  all  reasonable 
or  acceptable — a  similar  school  and  under 
similar  management.  '  It  was  for  these 
districts  and  managers  that  they  made 
the  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
At  the  same  time  he  did  not  intend 
to  overlook  the  present  demand  of 
the  teachers  themselves  for  justice  in 
this  matter.  He  joined  with  his  col- 
leagues from  Ireland  in  making  this 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  Treasury,  asking  them  not  in  this 
small  and  miserable  manner  to  make 
a^  departure  which  would  be  opposed  to 
the  sentiments  of  every  person  in  Ireland 
who  took  an  interest  in  primary  educa- 
tion and  was  inconsistent  with  the  ordinary 
elements  of  justice  and  fair  play  due  to 
the  unfortunate  teachers  involved. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.) 
said  he  was  pleased  to  observe  that  when 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  said  there 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  about  money 
the  Chief  Secretary  cried  out  "  Hear, 
hear."  Evidently  from  that  endorse- 
ment of  what  his  hon.  friend  said  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  not  the  originator 
of  this  parsimonious  treatment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  well  that  the 
Treasury  had  always  treated  the  demand 
of  the  Irish  people  in  respect  to  education 
in  the  same  parsimonious  spirit.  The 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland  has  asked  for  £400,000  in 
order  to  improve  the  position  of  the 
national  school  teachers  of  Ireland, 
and  at  all  events  to  make  them  approach 
the  condition  of  the  rational  school 
teachers  of  England  and  Scotland.  The 
Government  had  not  acceded  to  the 
request  of  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  this  respect,  any  more  than 
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they  had  acceded  to  the  requests  in  respect 
of    other    matters    in    connection    with 
primary  education  in  Ireland.     In  their 
report  for  the  year  before  last  the  Com- 
missioners asked  that  they  should  have 
£100,000  per  annum  for  five  years  in  order 
to  bring  the  schools  into  a  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  last  year,  after  a  delay  of  building 
and  repairing  for  more  than  four  years, 
this    niggardly    Treasur}^   through  their 
mouthpiece     the     Chief     Secretary     for 
Ireland  gave  £10,000  for  three  years  in 
order  to  meet  the  demands.     His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  East   Clare   had 
drawn    a    picture    of  the    condition    of 
things   in   the   schools  of    Ireland.       It 
was     not     the  first     time     that     hon. 
Members   from    Ireland    had    harrowed 
the  feelings  of  sympathetic  Members  by 
describing  the  miserable  and  insanitary 
conditions    of    these    schools.     It    was 
impossible  that  the   children   attending 
the  schools  could  receive  the  full  benefit 
of  the  education  the  teachers  were  willing 
to  give  them  under  these  miserable  condi- 
tions,   and     yet     the    Treasury,     when 
approached    by    its    own    representative 
in    Ireland   for  the   purpose   of   getting 
money  in  order  to  remedy  this  state  of 
things,    instead   of   giving   £100,000   for 
five  years,  gave  this  miserable  £40,000 
for  three  yeas.     How  did  this  compare 
with    the    nuinner    in    which    primary 
education  was  dealt  with  in  England  ? 
Hot  ween  1902  and  1906,  as  the  Estimates 
showed,  the  grants  for  primary  education 
in   England  incretised  by  no  less  than 
■ir>  per  cent.,  and  last  year's  Estimates 
contained     on    the     top     of     that    an 
additional  sum  of  £200,000.      Scotland, 
ill  the  four  years  1902-05,  received  an 
increase    in    its    educational    grants  for 
primary  education  of   no    less  than  52 
)MT  <*eiit.,  and  on  the  top  of  that  there 
was    an    increase     lost     year.      During 
tlmt     period    of     four    years     the     in- 
*x*t\i.>^     for      primary      education      to 
ii^-laud    was     only       1       per       cent.. 
ii'  •    iiow    when    the    Treasury     pocket 
v.^     «»l»»*!iKd    e.t    last    and    they  recog- 
.—•    tin-   claim  of  the   Irish  teachers. 
•-  -c    .  ■•Tji*«viave?  A  miserable  £114.0(10. 
*    •■       *  uiii-  ail  increase  of  9  per  cent, 
fi.omrt     pe.iously    granted. 
^-       i.       ♦^'nnUiid    were    revelling 
\\^  niaTt^T  of  education 
...    T^fswwL  ^iih  its  increase  of 
^zvy     ji^  iMsriod  referred 


to   had    meted    out  to    it    a    further 
increase    of    9   per    cent.       That  wis 
the   manner   in    which    Irish  demands 
were  met  by  the  Treasury.     What  w»8 
the  refiection  that  was  forced  upoo  one's 
mind  by  this  condition  of  things  \    Tber 
knew    that    Ireland    was    contributing 
more  than  its  proper  share  of  the  revenues 
of    these    countries    to    the    extent  of 
between  £2,000,000  and  £3,000,000  per 
annum.     It  was  common  knowledge  that 
the  English  Treasury  had  its  hand  deep 
down  in  the  pockets  of  the  Irish  nation, 
and  that  by  the  exertions  of  its  officials 
in  the  Revenue  Departments  it  had  ex- 
tracted from  the  pockets  of  the  Irish 
people  this  exorbitant  overcharge,  and 
when   they  asked  for  a   return  in  th^ 
cause  of  education — which  after  all  was 
the  greatest  cause  of  the  Empire— it  was 
meted  out  to  them  in  doles,  while  the 
English  and   the  Scottish   people  were 
getting  all  they  wanted  in  that  respect. 
There  was  a  grievance  in  regard  to  the 
way  in  which  Ireland  had  been  treated 
in   respect  of  educational   grants.    The 
grants  were  based  on  attendance.    The 
grants  made  to  Ireland  before  the  time 
of  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  in  the  'TO's 
were  made  on  the  basis  of  her  contribn- 
tions  to  the   Imperial  revenue.    While 
that  state  of  things  continued  Ireland 
had,  as  compared  with  the  other  couathes» 
not    very    much    reason    to    complain. 
Ireland  got  something  like   her  proper 
share,  but  it  would  never  have  done  to 
have  Ireland  in  such  a  favoured  con- 
dition,  and  accordingly,   agreeing  to  a 
suggestion   which  came  from  Scotland. 
Sir    Michael   Hicks-Beach   changed  the 
mauner  of  making  the  grants  and  placed 
it  upon  the  basis  of  attendance  and  not 
of  contributions  to  the  revenue.    From 
that  day  to  this  the  manner  in  which  these 
grants   had    been   made   had   militated 
against  Ireland  in  educational  mat^ers. 
That   would   be   to   the   advantage  of 
Scotland,  75  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  which  was  urban  compared  with  2^ 
per  cent,   in   Ireland.      He   would  like 
to  know  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this 
increase   of   5s.    capitation   grant   upon 
the  tepchers  thpt  it  would  touch.    The 
position   revolved  round  the   condition 
of  the  teachers,  and  his  submission  to  the 
Committee  was  that  theii  condition  wa^ 
bad  all  round.    That  had  been  recognised 
for   many   years.     Mr.   Bryce   on  29th 
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Marcli,  1906,  when  admitting  that 
•educational  matters  in  Ireland  should  be 
looked  into,  said  that  their  conditon 
\  bad.    He  said — 


**  Let  us  begin  at  once  with  the  condition 
of  the  teachers  and  the  state  of  the  schools." 

The  present  Chief  Secretary  when  ad- 
dressing the  school  teachers  of  Ireland 
in  conference  on  4th  April  last  year, 
•aid — 

**  Well,  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  state 
unhesitatingly  that  you  Irish  teacher?  can 
invite  the  most  careful  examination  of  your 
claims,  because  anyone  who  has  acquaintance 
with  the  work  you  have  done  must  admit  that 
•the  scale  of  your  salaries  is  most  meagre  and 
insufficient,  and  that  your  chances  of  pro- 
motion are  not  only  poor  but  disheartening." 

It  would  only  be  necessary  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  what  was  the 
difference  between  the  position  of  the 
national  school  teachers  in  Ireland  and 
tiiat  of  the  school  teachers  in  England 
and  Scotland,  when  the  Committee 
would  see  what  was  in  the  mind  of  the 
two  last  Qiief  Secretaries  when  they 
said  that  the  position  of  the  school 
iieachers  of  Ireland  was  bad.  The  aver- 
age salary  of  male  teachers  in  England 
was  £160  3s.  9d. ;  in  Scotland,  £179  Gs.  ; 
in  Ireland,  £102  19s.  6d.  The  average 
salary  for  female  teachers  in  England 
was  £109  13s.  6d. ;  in  Scotland,  £90  Gs. ; 
and  in  Ireland,  £82  lis.  9d.  The 
assistant  teachers  in  England  had  an 
average  salary  of  £114  per  annum ; 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  seen  that 
the  assistant  teachers  in  England  had 
absolutely  been  getting  a  higher  rate 
of  salary  than  the  principal  school  teachers 
in  Ireland.  He  submitted  that  that 
was  a  state  of  things  that  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  exist,  and  those  figures 
must  have  been  present  in  the  mind 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  when  he  made 
liis  demand  on  the  Treasury  for  this 
miserly  grant  of  £114,000  in  order 
to  bring  the  salaries  of  the  Irish  teachers 
up  to  a  higher  figure.  He  contended 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
fulfilled  the  promise  made  to  the  teachers 
last  year,  and  the  promise  made  by 
Mr.  Bryce  to  the  Members  of  the  House. 
He  could  go  on  quoting  extracts 
from  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 
It  was  a  very  hearty  and  sympathetic 
speech,  and  one  for  which  the  teachers 
were  very  grateful  and  for  which  they 
<on   the   Iri^   Benches  were   none   the 


less  grateful.  So  much  on  the  subject 
of  the  teachers  generally.  But  he  must 
emphasise  to  some  extent  all  that  had 
been  said  in  respect  to  the  teachers  who 
were  eliminated  from  the  benefit  of  the 
concession.  From  an  Answer  given  to 
a  Question  put  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Kerry  it  appeared  that  the 
concession  would  not  affect  2,858  schools 
in  Ireland.  That  was  the  number  of 
schools  that  had  an  average  attendance 
of  less  than  thirty-five  scholars,  and 
necessarily  the  number  of  teachers  who 
would  not  be  benefitted  would  be  2,858, 
not  counting  the  assistants.  Very  strong 
language  had  been  used  in  regard  to 
this  subject  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  University.  He  had 
stated  at  the  outset  of  his  speech  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  cheered  the 
statement  of  his  friend  the  Member 
for  East  Kerry  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  difficulty  about  the  money. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  What  I  meant  to 
say  was  that  there  is  great  difficulty 
about  finding  the  money. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  said  that  the 
sense  in  which  his  hon.  friend  used  the 
expression  was  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  difficulty  about  the  money  ;  and  then 
he  backed  that  up  by  saying  that  there  was 
no  difficulty  about  the  money,  and  that 
was  cheered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  debate,  so  far  as  it  had  gone,  ought 
to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  his  demands  on  the  Treasury. 
He  did  not  need  to  say,  to  stiffen 
his  back,  because  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  a  good  stiff  back,  and 
he  had  the  best  intentions  and  the  best 
goodwill  towards  the  community  for  the 
government  of  which  he  was  respon- 
sible. The  debate  ought,  therefore,  to 
help  him  in  any  future  demand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  make  on 
the  Treasury.  He  was  pleased  to  see  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Treasury  beside  him, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  debate  would  also 
have  its  due  effect  on  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man. What  was  the  position  of  the 
2,858  teachers  who  were  disqualified  from 
getting  any  benefit  from  the  concession  ? 
They  could  not  rise  in  the  ranks  of  their 
profession  a%  could  the  Scottish  and 
English    teachers,    who    had    a    larger 
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attendance  in  their  schools.  In  order  to 
acquire  promotion  to  the  first  grade  of 
teachers  there  must  be  an  attendance  of 
at  least  seventy,  or  of  fifty  to  be  promoted 
to  the  second  class  in  the  first  division. 
All  those  teachers  in  Ireland  who  had 
an  attendance  of  thirty-five  were  dis- 
qualified from  ever  rising  to  the  first 
division,  and  were  doubly  damned  be- 
cause they  could  not  receive  the  5s. 
capitation  grant.  Their  position  was, 
therefore,  hopeless.  What  incentive  had 
these  men  to  improve  themselves  ?  With 
no  hope  of  promotion,  they  would  not 
study.  WTiat  incentive  had  they  to 
teach  the  children  carefully  when  they 
had  no  prospect  of  reward  ?  Therefore, 
the  Government  as  a  whole,  by  their 
conduct,  seemed  to  indicate  that  they 
did  not  care  three  straws  for  the  children 
of  Ireland,  or  whether  they  were  taught 
well  or  ill.  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  schools 
of  Ireland  had  an  attendance  of  under 
fifty,  and  their  teachers,  therefore,  could 
not  aspire  to  any  higher  position,  while 
their  assistants  had  no  incentive  to 
improve  themselves  or  give  a  better 
education  to  the  children.  What 
was  to  be  done  for  the  assistant 
teachers  of  Ireland  ?  They  were  still 
poorer,  and  had  even  smaller  salaries 
than  teachers  of  the  third  grade,  and 
those  teachers  whose  school  attendance 
was  under  thirty-five.  The  rule  seemed 
to  be  :  "  The  poorer  you  are,  the  less 
you  will  get ;  those  who  have  least 
get  less,  and  those  who  have  much  will 
have  more."  So  long  as  those  schools 
were  allowed  to  exist,  no  matter  how 
small  they  were,  the  teachers  ought 
to  be  adequately  rewarded  and  not 
treated  worse  than  an  ordinary  labourer. 
When  a  labourer  was  dismissed  he  could 
go  elsewhere  for  work,  but  there  was 
nothing  done  to  encourage  good  men 
to  enter  the  teaching  profession.  In 
the  case  of  60  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
of  Ireland  there  was  nothing  before 
them  ;  they  were  condemned  to  remain 
in  the  same  position  the  whole  of  their 
lives.  He,  therefore,  joijied  with  his 
colleagues  and  the  hon.  Clentlemen  above 
the  gangway  who  had  expressed  them- 
selves as  dissatisfied  with  the  grant. 
He  had  not  entered  into  the  manner 
of  the  distribution  of  the  grant  as  he 
was  in  hopes  that  when  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  came   to   the   House   to    fulfil   his 

Mr.  John  O'Connor. 


promises  to  the  teachers  and  to  tbp 
House  itself,  he  would  come  forwud 
with  a  noble  scheme.  But  instead  of 
that  he  produced  a  miserable  amoont 
which  would  not  meet  the  lequiiementi 
of  the  case,  thus  indicating  that  tk 
Irish  nation  would  not  get  anything 
more  from  this  Grovemment  than  anr 
other  which  preceded  it-jflf^^K-t-A' 

*  Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  X.)  said 
the  grant  made  by  the  Treasuzy  for 
this  matter  was  admittedly  short  of 
the  requirements,  and  cruel  and  hanh 
in  its  application.  Nothing  that  had 
been  said  to-day  was  too  strong 
with  regard  to  the  case  of  the  school 
masters  who  had  'been  rigorovlr 
excluded  from  participating  in  thu  grant. 
Reference  had  been  made  by  the  last  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  the  fact  that 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  Ireland 
were  greatly  lower  than  they  should  be. 
Even  with  the  grant  they  were  still  less 
than  those  of  teachers  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  the  principle  of  the  nev 
grant  seemed  to  be  that :  ^'To  him  that 
hath  shall  be  given  more,  and  to  him  that 
hath  little  even  less  shall  be  given.** 
What  they  all  felt  that  afternoon  ms 
that  they  ought  to  treat  honestly  and 
adequately  the  persons  who  were  serving 
the  State,  the  men  and  women  who  had 
entered  their  positions,  not  attracted  by 
the  emoluments,  but  expecting  those 
emoluments  to  be  increased  from  year 
to  year.  They  got  £40,000  last  year 
f<  r  the  improvement  of  school  buildings, 
and  that  grant  would  be  continued  for 
two  years  more.  It  was  miserably  in- 
adequate— ^but  they  were  thankful  for 
it — and  they  could  do  with  another 
£100,000  to  bring  their  schools  up  to 
the  standard  of  those  in  England.  Hut 
found  that  some  3,000  teachers  were  init 
to  benefit  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the 
change  which  was  being  made.  He 
represented  a  religious  minority  in  Ireland 
and  the  religious  community  to  whki 
that  minority  belonged  had  made  no  small 
sacrifice  to  maintain  their  schools,  and  if 
thefurthergrant  nowaskedforwasrefnsei^ 
the  additional  burden  would  be  foimd 
ultimately  to  fall  upon  them.  Inananrer 
to  a  question  that  afternoon,  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  said  that  he  was  not  re 
sponsible  for  the  allocation  of  themoney. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:    No. 
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Mb.  barbie  said  he  understood 
liim  so  to  state,  but  if  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  responsible  he  would  like  to 
know  on  whose  advice  he  had  acted. 
He  hoped  it  was  not  yet  too  late  to 
give  them  the  further£20,000  they  wanted. 
He  was  sure  the  teachers  who  would 
gain  by  the  present  plan  were  generous 
enough  to  say  that  inadequate  as  their 
gain  was  they  would  rather  it  was 
whittled  down  than  that  some  3,000 
teachers  should  get  nothing  at  all. 
He  hoped  that  that  important  matter 
would  be  pressed  home  as  it  had  been  that 
afternoon.  They  had  had  very  guarded 
language  used  from  the  Nationalist 
benches  and  they  had  been  told  that  if 
a  Unionist  Government  had  been  on  the 
Treasury  bench  it  would  probably  have 
been  less  guarded.  He  was  not  going 
to  deal  with  that,  but  a  Member  of  the 
present  Grovernment,  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  addressing 
a  meeting  a  few  days  ago,  had  said  that 
someone  had  suggested  that  if  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  he  were  much  longer  in 
Ireland,  Ireland  would  be  run  at  a  loss, 
the  inference  being  that  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  made  a  great 
impression  on  the  Treasury.  He  would 
like  to  see  a  little  more  evidence  of  that 
in  the  grant  they  were  then  dealing 
with.  He  felt  very  strongly  that  in  that 
miserably  inadequate  grant  the  Grovern- 
ment was  not  sufficiently  responding  to 
the  claims  of  the  friends  of  education 
in  Ireland. 
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Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.)  thought 
a  great  deal  might  be  said  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  large  schools  in  every  coimtry. 
In  the  first  place  it  was  easier  to  get 
more  competent  teaching  and  better 
sanitary  arrangements,  but  in  these 
matters  they  had  to  be  practical  and 
look  at  things  as  they  were  and  not 
as  they  would  like  them  to  be.  He 
hoped  that  the    refusal  to  give  to  the 


the  people  in  the  districts  served  by  them 
left  without  education.  Anyone  who 
knew  anything  about  educational  matters 
at  all  would  agree  that  three  miles  of 
road  was  too  long  for  children  who  had 
to  tramp  to  school  and  tramp  back  again, 
particularly  in  bad  weather.  Many  of 
these  mites  went  to  school  none  too  well 
fed  and  without  any  provision  for  limch 
during  the  day.  While  they  stood  up 
for  these  schools  it  must  be  remembered 
that  they  were  not  responsible  for  the 
legislation  that  had  made  the  population 
so  sparse  in  Ireland.  Such  as  these 
schools  were  they  must  continue  to 
exist  if  the  people  were  to  receive  edu- 
cation. He  could  not  understand  the 
allocation  of  the  money  which  it  was 
proposed  to  make.  If  there  was  one 
profession  the  members  of  which  must 
be  carefully  selected,  it  was  the  teaching 
profession.  Schoolmasters  required  a 
great  deal  of  tact,  a  certain  perception 
of  character,  and  an  undounded  supply 
of  patience.  Anybody  who  did  not 
possess  that  was  [unfit  to  bring  up 
children.  The  present  system  was  no  en- 
couragement to  people  of  good  class  to 
become  schoolmasters  and  mistresses. 
The  future  of  Ireland  depended  upon  the 
proper  education  of  the  rising  generation. 
It  was  impossible  to  overrate  the  im- 
portance of  good  teachers.  Not  only  was 
it  their  duty  to  teach  ordinary  subjects 
but  also  to  impart  morals  and  manners 
to  the  children  and  if  proper  persons  were 
required  to  impart  information  to  and 
educate  the  young  they  must  be  paid 
respectable  salaries.  In  Ireland  they 
were  wedded  to  a  denominational  system 
of  education,  and  the  Government  would 
have  a  united  Irish  opposition  against 
them  in  opposing  a  system  which  tended 
to  close  up  many  of  the  schools  and 
destroy  the  denominational  system.  To 
destroy  it  by  legislation  would  be  the 
worst  thing  the  Goveniment  could  do. 
His  hon.  friend  near  him  had  referred  to 
the  condition  of  the  schools,  and  to  the 


teachers  of  the  small  schools  in  Ireland  I  wretched   provision    made    for    heating 


the  compensation  or  the  increase  which 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  was  not 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  towards 
abolishing  the  small  schools  altogether, 
but  it  looked  very  like  it.  If  the  teachers 
were  starved  out  of  those  schools  the 
consequence  must  be  that  by  degrees  I 
the   schools  would  be  closed   up,   and 


them.  Of  his  own  knowledge  he  had  seen 
poor  children,  in  the  County  of  Tipperary,. 
which  was  by  no  means  an  impoverished 
county,  walking  to  school  with  only  one 
sod  of  turf  under  the  arm  for  the  p  'rpose 
of  kindling  it  to  give  them  warmth  during, 
school  hours.  That  sort  of  thing  should 
not  eidst  in  a  civilised  country.     Thejr 
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be  condemned  iinder  these  proposals  f  population,  and  of  the  difierent  classes 
liich  they  were  discussing,  was  that '  of  population,  there  were  over  a  large 
16  most  ill-paid  men  belonging  to  part  of  Ireland  districts  in  which  it 
16  most  ill-paid  body  were  precisely  I  was  imperative  that  they  should 
le  men  who  were  to  be  sacrificed. '  have  more  schools  than  existed  in 
be    Chief    Secretary   would    remember  |  similar  areas  in  Englaud.     There  were 

deputation  to  the  Treasury  about  a  ;  places  in  the  South  and  West  where  there 
Mtr  ago,  on  which  occasion  the  case  of  <  were  scattered  minorities  living  among 
lese  teachers  was  put  to  the  late  Chan- 1  large    majorities,   differing    on    religion. 
)Ilor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  thought    In  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland  the 
3   might   say  that  it  was   done   with  i  minority      was      generally    Protestant, 
aanewerable    force.     The    old    official  I  There  were  similar  Catholic  minorities, 
9£ence    which    the    Treasury    used    to    though  not  so  many,   in  Ulster.     The 
it  in  for  the  ill  payment  of  Irish  teachers,  |  conviction  of  everybody  in  Ireland  was 
as  at  that  time  abandoned.     The  old  j  that  in  these  cases   they   must   protect 
sfence   mainly   was   that   because   the  |  the   religious    liberties    of    the    minori- 
ihools  were  remote  and  the  pupils  few,    ties.      He     knew  that     in    connection 
leiefore  the  teachers  should  be  mulcted  |  with  the  movement  for  the  amalgama- 
»r  these   peculiarities  of  the   coxmtry.    tion,  a  good  many  schools  had  come  to 
jd  had  always  thought  that  an  xmsoxmd  !  be    very    anxious    about    their    future. 
3£ence,    and    he    hoped    it   was    now  '  In  his  own  county  of  Kerry,  there  was  a 
ractically  abandoned.      But  they  had  I  Protestant  school  at  Kenmare — ^a  parish 
sfore  them  the  fact  already  alluded  to,  i  which   spread   over  twenty  miles.    The 
lat  3,000  out  of  the  13,000  teachers,  and  I  next     nearest     Protestant      school     in 
ary  nearly  3,000  schools  out  of  8,000  were    the    adjoining    parish    was    seven    and 
)  be  excluded  from  the  increased  grant,    a  half   miles   off,   and   the   next    again 
hat  meant  that  about  a  third  of  the  |  from    that    was   twenty-one    miles    off. 
^hools  and  about  a  fourth  of  the  teachers  ;  A    school    inspector    had    been     down 
I  Ireland   would   get  no   share   of  the    there   making  inquiries    as   to    whether 
onefit  of  this  increased  grant.     There-    that  school  could  be  abolished  and  cease 
«e,    this   was   not    merely   a   personal ,  to    receive    the    Government  grant.     In 
aestion.     From    the    personal    side    it    connection    with    that    particular  school 
demed    to    him    grossly    xmjust.     But    £250    had    been    spent    on    building    a 
liere  was  also   another   side  to   it.     It '  teacher's  house,  and  £200  had  been  spent 
ad  been  suggested  several  times  that ,  on  the  school  building,  out  of  a  loan 
ftemoon,  and  he  had  no  doubt  truly,    by  the  Board  of  Works,  the  repayment 
lat  the  proposals  of  the   Grovernment  ;  of     which    was    privately     guaranteed. 
-ere  intended  to  initiate  a  much  larger  |  These     persons     naturally  looked   with 
sform  in   the   whole   school   system   of  j  anxiety    to     this    new     policy,    which 
reland,  in  regard  to  the  amalgamation    they   had    never    had    any    reason    to 
f  schools.     Personally  he  thought  there  I  anticipate.     He  was  not  for  one  moment 
-as  considerable  room  for  a  reform  as  re-    saying    that    the    policy    reducing    the 
arded  that  system.     He  thought  that  in    number    of     schools    in   Ireland    could 
lany  cases  small  schools  might  be  amalga-    not   be   equitably    carried   out.     But    it 
lated,    and    with    great    advantage    to    ^^^   ^   profound   mistake   to    mix    up 
he      scholars     who      attended     them.  ;  ^,         .         .i-  ^^  x^«  xi.      ^v^  •  «    «„ 
•here  were  cases  both  in  the  north  and    ^^^\«  *^^  ^^T  together  the  increase 
>uth  of  Ireland  where  by  amalgamation  '  ^^  ^^^  teachers   saknes  and  with  it  the 
tiey   might   get   an   efficient   school   in    i^ew  policy  of  suppressing  small  schools, 
rhich  there  would  be  two  trained  teachers    It    involved    great    personal    injustice, 
istead     of     one      untrained     teacher,    caused   very  great  apprehension,  which 
►at   any  such  reform  must  be   carried    went  deeper  than  personal  interests.     If 
ut  with  the  utmost  care,  for  otherwise    the  policy  was  to  be  one  of  amalgamation 
i     would    strike    down     to    the     root    let  them  have  the  policy  properly  articu- 
f    religious    liberty.     Owing    partly  to  i  lated    before    them.    Let    them    know 
he  physical  character  of  the  coimtr}',    exactly  what  it  meant.    But  in  attempt- 
nd  partly  to    the   distribution   of  the    ing  to  reform  the  whole  school  systemlet 
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them  not  do  it  by  simply  starving  the 
existing  teachers.  He  could  not  imagine 
anything  more  dangerous  in  a  country 
like  Ireland,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
statesmanship,  than  to  create  a  discon- 
tented class  out  of  the  men  in  whose 
hands  lay  the  upbringing  of  the 
youth  of  Ireland. 

Mr.    T.    M.    HEALY   said   the   hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  about  the  parsi- 
mony and  injustice  of  this  grant.     He 
wanted  to  ask  about  its  legality.     He 
wanted  to  know  when  did  C.  Hobhouse 
become  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
of    Ireland.     This    was    a    most    extra- 
ordinary  constitutional   question   which 
seemed  to  underlie  this  very  audacious 
document    which    had    been    issued    to 
Members.     There  was  in  Ireland  a  body 
called  the  National  Board  and  that  body 
worked  under  statute.     There  had  been 
subsequent  Acts  passed  for  regulating  the 
mannerin  which  the  National  Board  should 
do  its  duty  and  in  which  the  moneys  of 
the  National  Board  should  be  distributed.  , 
He  wanted   to   know  when   it  became  ' 
either  the  law  of  Parliament  or  the  law  of 
the  land  that  a  Treasury  clerk  could,  by 
inserting  a  direction  in  an  Estimate  for  i 
which  there  was  no  constitutional  warrant 
and  no  statutory  authority,   fetter  the 
hands  of  the  Chief  Secretary  and  of  the 
National  Board.     They  could  not  legis-  ' 
late  by  Estimate.      That  Committee  was 
merely    a  Committee    upon    which    the 
Appropriation  Bill  would  afterwards  be 
founded.     The  Appropriation  Bill  would 
not    contain    any    reference,'    he    took 
it,     to     the     words     which     were  used 
ii     the     Estimate     and     yet     forsooth 
the    Estimate    they    were  told    was    to  i 


<  all  schools  having  ap  average  attendance 
of  not  less  than  thirty-five  pupils  for 
the  year  ending  31  at  March,  1908; 
approximate  attendance,  100,000 ;  grand 
total,  £114,000.  Whitehall,  Treasury 
Chambers.  22nd  June,  1908.— C.  HoB^ 
HOUSE."  Was  that  statute  ?  If  it  was 
not  statute,  why  did  they  not  bring 
in  their  Bill  in  order  to  warrant  and 
enforce  the  distribution  of  this  £114,000 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Estimate! 
He  did  not  say  he  was  very  familiar 

I  with  the  Irish  Education  Acts,  bat 
when  he  saw  this  extraordinary  note  he 
began  to  wonder  how  they  were  being 

'  governed,    and    accordingly    he   turned 

>  to  the  last  Act  regulating  the  distributioa 
of  grants  in  Ireland,  the  Act  of  1893. 
Section  18  provided  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  grant  was  to  be  allocated— 

''  After  the  financial  year  ending  3l8t  Mink, 
1892,  there  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  prorided 
by  Parliament  an  annual  grant,  in  this  Art 
called  the  school  grant,  in  aid  of  education  B 
elementary  schook  conducted  in  accordaMt 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Conunitsionm  d 
Education,  £410,000  or  such  other  amoanl  ai 
Parliament  may  determine,  having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  the  fee  grant  under  the  lots- 
mediate  Education  Act,  1801.** 

That  was  an  English  Act,  and  it  simplj 
provided,  as  far  as  he  could  make  out, 
that  there  should  be  paid  out  of  moneyB 
provided  by  Parliament,  the  sum  oi 
10s.  per  child,  and  accordiingly  the  Imh 
Act  went  on  and  provided  how  that 
money  should  be  distributed  in  thfl 
Fourth  Schedule — 

"  The  school  grant  shall  be  applied  by  tk 
Commissioners  in  accordance  with  the  r^gnli* 
tions  to  be  made  by  them,  with  the  oonciiiTcaM 
of  the  Treasury,  first,  in  augmenting  by  20  pv 
cent  the  existing  rate  of  class  Bakuies  of  teacHn 
and  of  salaries  of  assistant  teachen»  and  bj 


have  statutory  effect.  The  Government  [  f^'  ^^MngT  b^i^  ^T^isl^^^^^i^S^ 
were  grantmg  a  sum  of  £114,000.  Was  \  £6  lOs.  to  each  female  of  five  years  ttaodiivi 
that  done  under  an  Act,  and  if  so,  under  '  t^^ird.  in  awarding  third-class  salariea  to  eaeh 
what  Act  was  its  distribution  provided  I  t^^^her  of  a  school  having  mi  avenge  attend- 
for  ?  Was  there  any  Act  sho^-in Jthis  :-  |  T' .  T  ^  ^  .^  .  . 
"  (a)  Bonuses  for  scale  for  year  ending  I  ^®  *^*^  *^®  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  schoola  having 
.31st  March,   1908,  number  ^of  teachers  .  ^^^"^.^^^'^^y  *«  *Wrty  children  was  con; 


paid  by  personal  salary  who  are  employed 
in  schools  having  an  average  attendance 
of  seventy  pupils  and  above,  approximate 
numbers;     510    teachers    at    £5;     415 


templated  by  the  Fourth  Schedule  of 
this  Act  of  1892,  and  a  special  provision 
was  made  for  it,  and  this  they  were  told 
was  exactly  the  class  of  children  who 
were  now  to  be  excluded  from  all  benefil 


teachers  at  £10  :    1 40  teachers  at  £20  ;    were  now  to  oe  exciuc 

150   teachers    at   £30 ;     total,    £14,000.  '  whatever  under  this  grant— 

(b)  Extra  capitation  jjrant,  5s.  per  unit       "  Fourthly,  the  residue  ihail  be  diaUiliuM 

of  averajre  attendance  of  pupils,   three    ***  ^^P**^"^'!*^*  "  »^»3r« 

^      ntL  £  X     u.       1.         •     '  proportion  to  the  average  nninlMr  of  oUUna 

to  fifteen  years  of  age,  to  teachers  m    daily  attending  the  aewal  sohoob  in  aid  rf 
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'wiiom  salaries  or  other  money  payments  are 
paid  by  the  Commissioners." 

If    any   subsequent   statute    had   been 

ried  after  that  Act  of  1892  he  would 
much  obliged  if  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  refer  him  to  it. 
But  if  no  subsequent  statute  had  been 
passed  he  wanted  to  know  by  what 
authority  this  Parliament  discriminated 
between  the  kind  of  teachers  and  the 
kind  of  school  that  this  money  was  to 
l)e  divided  and  distributed  amongst. 
They  must  have  a  discriminatory 
statute.  Where  was  it  ?  That  brought 
him     to     this     question.    Were     they 

Svemed  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
sland  or  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  ?  He  would  have  apprehended 
that  this  Minute  would  have  been  signed 
by  some  Irish  authority.  He  was  not 
«ware  that  C.  Hobhouse  had  ever  seen 
Ireland  in  his  life.  When  last  they 
heard  from  him  he  was  coming  from 
India  and  he  got  this  job  on  the  Indian 
Ocean  somewhere.  Was  it  on  the  Indian 
Ocean  that  he  picked  up  this  method 
of  distributing  these  Irish  moneys  ? 
-Certainly  it  was  an  extraordinary  thing 
if  that  hon.  Gentleman  without  any 
statutory  authority  whatever  could  pro- 
pose to  allocate  this  money.  He  did 
not  blame  the  Chief  Secretary  in  the 
least,  and  he  dissociated  himself  from 
some  of  the  criticisms  recently  passed 
upon  him  for  his  handling  of  this  question. 
He  thought  he  was  doing  his  best  and 
he  trusted  he  would  not  take  his  criticism 
as  personal  to  himself.  But  be  thought 
the  time  had  now  arrived  for  them  to 
make  some  stand  on  the  constitutional 
aspect  of  the  matter,  and  on  that  ques- 
tion he  would  like  to  refer  to  another 
incident  that  had  taken  place  owing 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Treasury  in  Ireland 
in  the  present  year  under  this  very 
Act  of  1892,  because  this  was  just  as 
base  a  scandal  on  the  public  of  Ireland 
as  they  had  already  committed  in  regard 
to  the  teachers.  In  1892,  when  com- 
pulsion was  first  applied  to  Ireland,  the 
Members  at  that  time,  and  notably 
Mr.  Sexton,  criticised  the  Act  consider- 
ably as  it  was  going  through.  It  was 
provided  for  the  first  time  that  parents 
should  be  fined  for  not  sending  their 
children  to  school  where  there  were 
schools  within  two  miles  radius.  That 
was  entirely    novel  in  many   parts  of 


the  country,  and  accordingly  Mr.  Sexton 
inserted  this  Amendment  in  the  Act 
of  1892— 

''  The  expenses  of  school  attendance  com- 
mittees and  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the 
officers  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  local  authority 
out  of  the  local  rate,  and  any  revenue  from 
penalties  under  this  Act  in  the  place  or  district 
shall  be  applied  in  relief  of  the  local  rate." 

It  was  almost  inconceivable.  When 
he  thought  of  the  meanness  of  it,  the 
illegality  of  it  —  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  use  a  word  to  describe  the  chicane  of 
this  transaction.  England  passed  an 
Act  on  the  faith  that  when  this  fiiie 
was  inflicted  the  money  arising  from 
the  fine  should  go  in  relief  of  the  local 
rate.  A  Conservative  Government  passed 
the  Act  and,  as  long  as  they  were  in 
power,  so  long  the  fines  were  handed 
over  to  the  local  authority  in  accordance 
with  the  statutory  enactment.  In  came 
the  Liberals  and  in  came  the  hon. 
Member  for  Tyrone,  flush  from  election 
in  a  popular  constituency,  and  in  came 
the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  flush 
from  election  by  Irish  votes  in  Liverpool. 
These  two  gentlemen  were  ordered  by 
some  Treasury  clerk  to  reverse  this 
Statute.  It  was  all  very  fine  to  say  they 
had  the  Treasury's  orders.  They  got  a 
postcard  from  Downing  Street.  Was 
there  no  such  thing  as  independence  in 
the  Irish  Office?  They  reversed  the 
action  of  the  Conservative  Party  which 
had  almost  acquired  the  force  of  custom 
because  it  had  been  in  existence  for 
something  like  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years,  and  they  dug  out  the  Fines  Ace 
passed  in  1850,  and  said,  *'  The  King 
cannot  give  up  his  revenue  without 
express  words,"  and  as  His  Majesty's 
name  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Irish 
Education  Act  of  1892,  Parliament  was 
only  poking  fun  at  the  Irish  people  when 
it  said  that  any  money  derived  from  fines 
should  be  applied  in  relief  of  local  rates. 
They  paid  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor- 
General  to  argue  that  the  Statute  of 
fifty  years  before  overrode  the  Act  of 
1892.  It  was  said  that  the  King  could 
I  net  surrender  his  revenue.  How  was  it 
i  he  surrendered  it  under  a  Tory  Govem- 
!  ment  ?  How  was  it  he  surrendered  it 
from  1892  to  1908  ?  How  was  it  these 
!  changes  to  the  detriment  of  the  country 
were  only  made  when  the  Liberal  Party 
with  Liberal  law  officers  elected  by 
popular  Gonstituences  were  sent  to  deal 
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with  these  questions  ?  Was  Dublin  Castle 
an  annex  of  Downing  Street  ?  Was 
there  no  such  thing  as  a  personal  equation 
to  be  found  in  that  building  or  a  Law 
Officer  bold  enough  to  say  '*  I  will  not 
argue  that  foul  is  fair."  What  was  good 
enough  for  the  Right  Hon.  John  Atkinson 
for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ought  to  be 
good  enough  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Tyrone.  He  had  said  there  should 
be  a  Committee  of  Parliament  sitting 
upstairs  to  watch  the  Treasury  day 
after  day.  When  this  scheme  was  in 
embryo  and  these  little  clerks — it  was 
difficult  to  speak  of  them  with  respect 
— when  these  little  animalculsB  in 
the  Treasury  were  planning  how  to 
swindle  the  country — ^that  was  the  time 
when  they  needed  to  be  alert.  The 
time  had  now  come  when  they  should 
learn  distinctly  who  was  master  in  Ire- 
land. Was  it  the  Chief  Secretary  or  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  or  the  Irish  Law  Officers 
or  some  gentleman  on  the  Indian  Ocean 
who  on  his  arrival  at  Port  Said  happened 
to  find  he  was  made  Bling  of  Ireland^ 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  said  he 
regretted  that  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  fall  so  hard  upon  the  smaller 
schools  of  Ireland.  He  spoke  with  a 
certain  amount  of  feeling  because  owing 
to  circumstances  with  which  they  wore 
all  familiar  the  effect  on  the  small  schools 
would  fall  more  heavily  on  those  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland  than  any  other. 
Since  the  year  1902,  public  monies  had 
been  devoted  to  schools  which  had  a  legal 
statutory  limit  of  not  less  than  ten  and 
not  more  than  twenty,  but  now  apparently 
without  any  sanction  of  the  Legislature 
the  administrative  custom  of  fifteen  years 
was  to  be  abandoned  ^ith  the  result  that 
the  smaller  schools  would  be  squeezed 
out  of  existence.  That  required  some 
explanation.  At  present  there  was  a 
mystery  about  it,  but  there  were  so  many 
mysteries  surrounding  the  action  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  one  more  did  not 
matter  much.  Was  this  policy  adopted 
in  order  that  it  should  fall  more  heavily 
upon  the  Church  of  Ireland  than  upon 
any  other  Church?  Was  it  intended 
to  s(iueeze  out  three  -  quarters  of  the 
schools  of  one  particular  Church,  and  that 
a  Church  which  was  politically  opposed 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  ?  He  would  like  to  j 
hear  it  justified  on  the  ground  of  fairness.  I 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


The  Chief  Secretary  would  find  when  tk 
result  of  his  proposed  policy  became 
known  there  would  be  a  regular  outbiuA 
on  the  part  of  those  people  who  for  the 
past  fifteen  years  had  b^en  working  to 
maintain  the  schools  to  which  he  hid 
made  reference.  He  joined  in  the  genenl 
complaint  as  to  the  deplorable  and 
disgraceful  sanitary  condition  of  the 
school  houses.  The  Government  had  foil 
knowledge  of  it  but  remained  absolutdr 
indifferent  so  far  as  action  went,  and 
even  the  National  Members  had  done 
nothing.  It  was  left  to  the  Member  for 
East  Down  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
heating  and  ventilation  of  schools  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  What  did  your  Party 
do  during  these  fifteen  years  ?  I  am 
doing  something. 

Mb.    MOORE   said   that   Mr.   Dale*8 
reports  were  four  years  old.    The  Chief 
Secretary  never  raised  a  finger  to  farther 
the  Bill.*^    He  held  the  Bill  in  his  hand, 
and     he    thought    it     was    a    modest 
and      useful     measure      which    wodd 
have    met    the    real    difiiculty.     Hey 
ought  to  have  a  little  more  sympathy 
in  this  matter  from  the   Grovermnent, 
and  he  hoped  that  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland  who  were  supporting  the  Amend- 
ment   would    show    that    they     meant 
business  and  go  to  a  division.    He  I^ 
membered  a  similar  occasion  since  this 
Government  came  into  power  when  the 
same  arguments  were  used  as  had  been 
used  on  the  present  occasion.  Heregretted 
to  say  that  the  Amendment  was  wiA- 
drawn  at  that  time.   He  hoped  there  would 
be  a  division  that  night,  for  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  done  nothiiog  to  meet  the 
representations  which   had   been  made 
to  him  as  to  the  necessity  for  improYing 
the   sanitary  condition  of  the   sohook. 
The  Grovernment  were  entitled  to  credit 
in  one  matter — namely^  the  relaxation 
of  the  rules  of  the  National  Board  as 
regarded  the  civil  rights    of   teachen. 
Three    years    ago    teachers    were   not 
allowed  to  go  to  fairs,  to  talk  to  their 
neighbours  on  politics,  or  to  do  a  sis^ 
thing  which  ordinary  intelligent  penoBi 
were  allowed  to  do.    These  conditiima 
which  ought  to  have  been  removed  long 
ago,  had  now  been  relaxed,  and  this  h^ 
given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
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throughout  the  country.  He  thought 
that  the  men  who  were  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  the  education  of  the 
youth  in  their  districts,  who  were  con- 
sulted on  matters  of  law,  medicine, 
divinity,  and  everything  else,  should  not 
be  subjected  to  the  irritation  of  having 
to  observe  such  rules. 

Mr,    J.  MURPHY  said  the   Govern- 
ment had  only  changed  a  portion  of  the 


Tuks. 


r  ^1 


,;» :^:-> -...•? Ife^.^ 


fTMR.  MOORE  said  he  was  informed  by 
sckoolmasters,  friends  of  his  own,  that 
the  rules  had  been  relaxed.  One  of  his 
friends  told  him  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  on  the  subject ;  he  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  a  circular  or  a 
letter,  and  the  teacher  was,  therefore, 
going  to  attend  a  political  meeting.  <He 
did  not  know  the  special  rule  to  which 
the,\hon.  Member  referred.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  The  meeting  was  in  North 
Armagh.]  The  meeting  was  not  in  North 
Armagh.  He  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  use  his  influence  in  another 
matter,  that  was,  in  securing  fixity  of 
tenure.  The  Roman  Catholic  teachers 
were  in  a  better  position  than  the  Pro- 
testant teachers  in  this  respect,  for  their 
managers  had  assented  to  a  form  of 
contract  imder  which  any  matter  of 
conflict  was  left  to  the  arbitration  of  the 
highest  authority  of  the  diocese.  The 
Protestant  teachers,  unfortunately,  had 
been  unable  to  agree  with  their  managers 
on  any  court  of  arbitration,  and  he 
asked  whether  the  Commissioners  had 
taken  any  steps  to  heal  this  administra- 
tive sore. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  the  difficulty  was 
that  the  Commissioners  could  only  put  in 
an  arbitrator  who  was  likely  to  meet  with 
the  consent  of  both  parties.  They  were, 
however,  trying  to  solve  the  difficulty. 

Mr."  MOORE  was  satisfied  with  this 
statement,  but  complained  of  the  ludi- 
crously inadequate  salaries  paid  to  the 
teachers  in  Ireland.  If  there  must  be 
an  allocation,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
might^^e  carried  out  at  small  expense. 
He  was  told  that  the  sum  of  £15,000 
would  be  ample  to  provide  inducements 
to  teachers  who  had  gone  to  the  trouble 
and    expense    of    obtaining    University 


degrees.  If  a  teacher  had  gone  to  that 
expense,  he  ought  to  get  the  reward  of 
merit  in  his  own  profession.  He  was  not 
sure  of  the  exact  military  term  which  was 
used  in  this  connection,  but  he  thought 
the  teacher  ought  to  get  something  in 
the  nature  of  brevet  rank  for  having  so 
qualified  himself.  It  would  encourage 
the  teachers,  and  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  bring  additional  students  to  the 
new  universities.  They  were  all  agreed 
that  teachers  in  Ireland  were  worse  paid 
on  the  whole  than  policemen.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  a  Report  in  favour  of 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  police,  and  he 
was  not  sure  that  there  was  not  to  be 
legislation  on  the  subject.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  It  has  been  promised.]  It 
was  on  the  tapis  at  any  rate.  While  the 
police  were  to  have  their  salaries  raised, 
the  unfortunate  teachers  who  were  en- 
gaged in  schools  with  an  attendance  of 
less  than  thirty-five  were  shut  out 
altogether,  though  the  teachers  in  schools 
with  over  that  number  might  get  some- 
ing  more.  He  did  not  think  it'  would 
take  very  much  to  give  the  teachers  in 
the  small  schools  an  increase  also.  It 
was  recognised  that  in  education  they 
had  the  real  salvation  of  the  country, 
and  it  seemed  illogical  and  unjust  that 
the  people  who  were  trained  to  impart 
it  should  be  left  impoverished  in  this 
way. 

*Mr.    MURNAGHAN  (Tyrone,   Mid.) 
complained    of    the    large    number    of 
elementary    schools    in     Ireland    which 
received    no    assistance    whatever    from 
the  State.     It  was  bad  enough  to  under- 
pay teachers,  but  it  was  worse  to  deprive 
a    large    number    of    the    school-going 
children   of   any  capitation  grant  what- 
ever.    The  older  members  who  had  sat 
through  the  discussions    of    Education 
Bills   had   been    told    that    every  child 
born   within  these   realms  was   entitled 
as  a  birthright  to  be  furnished  with  at 
least  the  rudiments  of  education.     That 
might  be  the  case,  and  he  believed  that 
it  was  the  case  in  this  country  and  Scot- 
land, but  certainly  it  was  not  the  case 
with  regard    to    thousands    of  boys   in 
most  of  the  towns  of  Ireland.     He  had 
tried  to  get  from  the  Chief  Secretary  by 
question  a  report  as  to  the  number  fof 
school-going  children  in  Ireland,  but  he 
was  only  able  to  get  a  return   of  those 
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€k)vemment  aided  them  or  not,  because 
Catholic  parents  who  supported  them 
would  continue  to  make  sacrifices  to  do 
so,  was  it  right  or  fair  that  their 
labooTB  should  go  unrewarded  as  far  as 
the  Treasury  was  concerned,  or  that 
wealthy  England  should  take  advantage 
of  the  conscientious  scruples  of  Irish 
'Catholics  or  of  the  silence  and  self- 
denial  of  the  teachers  in  order  to 
deprive  Ireland  of  the  sum  required 
to  educate  her  Catholic  boys  ?  As 
he  had  said,  the  Christian  Brothers' 
schools  contained  from  15,000  to  20,000 
boys ;  they  were  studded  all  over  the 
cities  and  towns  of  Ireland,  and  many  of 
the  children  went  three,  four,  and  even 
six  miles  to  attend  because  their  parents 
knew  that  their  children  would  not  only 

St  a  safe  and  sound  education  in  the 
lerent  branches  of  knowledge,  but  that 
their  moral  fibre  would  be  strengthened, 
and    their    character    formed    by    the 
example  and  admonition  of  their  teachers 
— all    which    was    for    the    benefit    of 
the  national  weal.      He  assumed   that 
the     Christian     Brothers    were    willing 
to  adopt  the  same  conscience  clause  in 
their    primary  schools  as   had  been  in 
use  for  the  last  twenty -five  years  in  th^ir 
intermediate  schools,  and  no  doubt  they 
wotdd  be  open  to  inspection  and  examina- 
tion of  pupils,  so  that  really  there  ought 
not  to  oe  much  difiiculty  in  framing  a 
rule  under  which  the  grant  would  be 
available.     In  1892   the   Commissioners 
submitted  two  propositions,  but   neither 
was  acceptable  to  the  Government.     That 
was    how    the    matter    was   when   Mr. 
John  Morley  took  office  and  that  was 
how   it   stood   to-day.     He   understood 
that  the  two  obstacles  in  the  way  of ' 
the  "  Brothers  "  getting  the  grant  were 
emblems  and  books.     They   refused   to 
remove  the  cross,  and  they  insisted  upon 
using   their    own   books.     The   Govern- 
ment   neel     not     ask     the     Christian 
Brothers   to    hide   the    cross  behind    a 
screen.   That  they  would  never  consent  to. 
They  would  follow  faithfully  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  good  man  who  founded 
them  100  years  ago,  and  their  mission 
would   continue   whelher   or   rot   State 
aid  we.s  granted.     He  thought  at  this  time 
of  day  there  should  be  no  insistence  that 
the  Emblem  of  Redemption  should   be 
removed  from  the  schools.     And  as  for 
their    books,    he  would  ask  the   Chief 


Secretary  to  look  over  them,  and  was 
willing  to  leave  to  him  the  decision  as  to 
their  fitness,  both  from  the  literary  and 
moral  standpoints.  This  was  a  question 
easy  of  settlement,  because  it  did 
not  require  legislation  but  sympathetic 
treatment,  and  could  be  done  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  the  Treasury.  That 
being  so,  he  hoped  something  to  remove 
the  grievance  would  be  done  without 
delav.  He  felt  sure  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  have  the  support  of  Lord  Morley 
if  he  brought  the  matter  before  his 
colleagues  in  the  Cabinet,  and  it  was  full 
time  that  an  end  was  put  to  the  edu- 
cational inequality  which  placed  upon 
Catholic  parents  the  burden  of  educating 
their  boys  while  the  education  of 
Protestants  was  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  West)  said  he 
was  a  member  of  the  deputation  of  the 
teaching  profession  which  waited  on  the 
Prime  Minister  when  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  They  were  then  told 
that  not  only  the  schools  and  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers,  but  the  whole 
problem  of  primary  education  would  be 
investigated.  It  was,  therefore,  with  the 
greatest  disappointment  that  they  now 
found  that  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate of  £114,000  the  most  needy  and  pro- 
bably the  most  useful  class  was  to  be 
excluded  from  the  grant.  He  thought 
the  question  of  primary  education  was 
going  to  be  treated  in  a  universal  manner, 
and  that  the  policy  was  not  going  to  be 
to  assist  one  part  of  the  profession  to  the 
detriment  and  destruction  of  another. 
He  did.  not  think  any  Irish  Member 
would  suggest  that  the  proposed  increase 
'  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  who  came 
'  under  the  conditions  of  the  £114,000 
grant  was  in  any  way  too  large,  nor  would 
it  be  suggested  that  it  should  be  taken 
away.  What  they  suggested  was  that 
the  system  under  which  primary  educa- 
tion was  carried  on  at  the  present 
time  should  not  be  more  aggravated 
than  it  was.  The  only  logical  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  was  to  see 
I  that  while  the  salaries  of  one  portion 
!  of  the  teachers  were  increased,  injustice 
and  great  hardship  was  not  meted  out 
to  that  section  which  was  the  worst  paid. 
'  He  would  like  to  know  whether  hon. 
Members  considered  it  just  that  teachers 
I  who  were  receiving  from  £120  to  £200 
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should  get    by    the   allocation  of  this 
grant     an    increase    of    £15    or    £20, 
while  the    teachers  of   £56    got   abso- 
lutely nothing.    It  was  lamentable  that 
in  the  effort  to  remove  the  legitimate 
grievances  of  the  Irish  national  schools, 
further  friction,  dissatisfaction,  and  in 
the  teaching  profession    itself    a  great 
amount  of  jealousy  should  be  created. 
From  the  Northern  point  of  view  small 
schools    were    not    only    desirable    but 
absolutely  necessary,  and  while  he  agreed 
that  in  some  cases  the  amalgamation  of 
schools   would   promote   economy,  they 
were  bound  to  face  the  fact  that  small 
schools    were    absolutely  necessary.     If 
they   were    not    available    the    children 
w^ould  be   left  without  education,   and, 
therefore,  in  a   far  worse  state  than  at 
present.     If  Scottish  and  English  Mem- 
bers  had   listened   to   this   debate   un- 
trammelled by  party  ties  they  would, 
from  an  educational  point  of  view,  have 
voted  for  the  poorer  teachers  in  the  rural 
districts  of  Ireland  having  some  of  the 
benefit  of  the  grant.     Ho  had  been  speci- 
ally asked  by  the  Protestant  Teachers' 
Union  of  the  North  of  Ireland  to  bring 
before  the  Chief  Secretary  the  very  hard 
conditions  under  which  they  suffered  on 
account  of  attendance.     It  was  quite  true 
that  the  Catholics  had  a  more  complete 
system  than  the  Protestant  teachers  for 
preventing  the  arbitrary  dismissal  of  a 
teacher,  by  means  of  arbitration.      The 
Protestant   teachers   were   liable    to   be 
dismissed    without  even    knowing    the  ' 
charge    which  had  been    made   against  | 
them .     The  teacher  did  not  know  what : 
charge    was   made    against     him,    and 
they    had  no  power  over    the    National  i 
Board  to  interfere.     He  did  not  wish  to  I 
make  any  attack  on  the  National  Board. 
He  thought  that  it  had  done  its  duty, 
though  it    was    somewhat    antiquated ; 
but  reform  became  absolutely  necessary 
when  it  refused  to  make  a  rule  or  regu- 
ation  which  would  give  the  teacher  an 
opportunity  of  defending  himself  against 
a  charge  which  might  involve  his  dis- 
missal.      The     hon.     Gentleman     who 
seconded  the    Motion  had    referred  to 
the    Commissioners    of  Education.     He  i 
must  say  that  he  judged  of  a  man  as  he  ! 
found  him,  and  he  had  always  found  Dr.  ■ 
Starkie   courteous   and   desirous   to   do 
what  he  considered  to  be  in  the  best  | 
interest  of  the  Board,  and  at  the  same  i 
Mr.  .S/t/a/i. 


time  to  do  hiB  duty  as  a  public  servani 
He   did   not   blame   Dr.    Starkie;   k 
blamed  the  Goveimnent  which  peimitUd 
such    a    system    to    exist.     Weie  tbe 
Government  powerless  ?     Gould  they  not 
help  them  out  of  this  dilemna  !    These 
teachers  were  serving  the  State  under 
difficulties,  and  reports  were  made  agunit 
them  without  their  having  an  op^ 
tunity  of  defending  themselves,    'fittj 
knew  what  human  nature  was,  and  how 
there  might  be  malice  and  spite  operating 
on  the  part  of  a  manager  agamst  the 
teacher.  It  was  not  fair  that  these  teachsB 
should  be  paid  an  inadequate  salary,  and 
that  they  should  be  put  into  a  category 
where  there  was  no  fixity  of  tenure,  and 
where    there    was    no    defence    againit 
possible  malice  on  the  part  of  one  man 
against  another.    That  House  was  tk 
only  place  where  those  things  could  be 
remedied.    He    knew    that    the^  Chief 
Secretary  was  communicating  witli  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  that  he  referred 
these  matters  to  that  body.    He  did 
not  expect  that  the  Chief  Secretary  was 
capable  of  looking  after  the  whole  of 
the  numerous    boards  in  Ireland,  but 
he  might  have  subordinates   to  asast 
him.     Surely   here   was    a    grievance 
on  the  part  of  a  class  of  servants  in 
respect  to   which  the   Chief   Secretaiy 
should  exercise  not  only  his  judgment, 
but     his     authority    and     power,    by 
letting  the  National  Board  understand 
that  a  condition  of  things   would  not 
be    tolerated    any     longer     in     wideh 
private   circulars  were   supplied  ^as  to 
the  characters    of  the    teachers,^  good 
or  bad,  and  which  might  contain  chugei 
of  which  the  teacher  never  heard,  and 
therefore  had  no  opportunity  of  anBwe^ 
ing.    In  British  justice,  and  under  the 
Liberal    Government    of     reform,    the 
teacher  with  £56  a  year,  who  taught  in  a 
hovel,  or  a  mud  cabin  caQed  a  school,  with 
an  attendance  of  thirty-five,  and  whojwai 
not  considered  worthy  of  an  increase  of 
salary,    even   he   should    be    given  an 
opportunity  of  defending  himself  against 
the  arbitrary  conduct  which  had  some- 
times  been   used   against   him.  ^  Then 
ought  to  be  some  way  out  of  this  system, 
which   was   cruel   and   absurd.    PaUiB 
money  was  being  spent,  yet  there  was 
no  power  over  ti^e  people  whoreoamd 
the  money,  nor  power  to  see  that  tksf 
who  received  it  paid  it  to  tba 
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He  knew  of  the  case  of  one  manager  it  was  backed  by  the  unanimous  voice 
who  took  a  dislike  to  the  teacher.  He  of  Ireland,  ^but  because  it  was  just 
went  on  his  holidays,  and  the  warrant  in  itself,  and  that  the  justice  of  the  case 
for  fhe  teacher's  salary  was  sent  on  to  him,  was  reason  sufficient  for  the  additional 
and  not  to  the  person  who  had  done  the  grant. 
work.     The    manager    put    it     in     his 

pocket,  where  he  kept  it  for  ahnost  a       Mr.    HARRINGTON    (Dublin    Har- 
month,    so    that   the    teacher    did    not    hour)  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
receive  the  money  he  had  earned,  though    prolong  the  debate,  and  he  would  not 
he  needed  it  to  furnish  himself  with  the    have  intervened  but  for  the  observations 
necessaries    of    life.      Why    should    a    made  by  the  hon.   Member  for  North 
national    teacher   have   to   wait   for   a    Armagh.     The   hon.   Member  had  con- 
month   before  he   received   his  salary  ?    gratulated   the   Chief  Secretary  on   the 
.Why,  a  Cabinet  Minister  was  not  kept    changes  which  he  had  made,  and  had 
waiting    in    that    way.     The    National    made  a  reference  to  the  independence 
Commissioners  might  be  a  little  proud    which  he  had  shown.     But  he  wished 
in  their  own  way  ;  in  fact,  as  constituted    to  refer  to  two  cases  which  were  most 
they  were  outside  public  criticism.     Let    prominent  before  the  people  of  Ireland 
a  Member  put  a  Question  down  in  that !  last  summer.     One   was  the   case   of  a 
House  with  regard  to  the  National  Board, !  teacher     who     had     got     married     to 
and  where  did  that  Question  go  ?    It  went '  a   publican's  daughter.      The    National 
to  Dublin  Castle,   to   the  very  people  j  Board  refused  to  pay  his  salary,  and  said 
who  made  the  change,  and  it  was  they '  they  would  continue  to  do  so  as  long 
who  gave  the  answer.     And  the  Chief  |  as  he  continued  to  be  connected  with  a 
Secretary  read  to  the  House  what  was    public-house.     There     was    nothing    in 
given  to  him  in  this  way,  so  that  the    the  rules  to  justify  that  action.     Their 
Member  who  asked  for  information  was    rule  was  that  they  were  not  to  give  a 
just  as  far  forward  as  when  he  put  the    salary  to  a  teacher  so  long  as  he  was 
Question,     He  appealed  to  the  right  hon.    connected     with    a   public-house,     and 
Gentleman   not  to   refuse   this  request    they  refused  to  pay  so  long  as  his  wife 
which    was    being    made    for    a    paltry    was    connected    with    a    public   house, 
addition  to  the  grant.     A  sum  of  only  '  But  that  was  no  reason  why  they  should 
£20,000  or  £25,000  was  required  to  bring  \  have  kept  that  man's  salary  for  two  years. 
these  3,000  teachers  up  to  the  level  of    Fortunately,    the    teacher   was   able  to 
their   colleagues,  and   he   thought   that    maintain    his    position.     The    manager 
the  Government  which  supplied  additional    was  in   touch   with  him,   and   he  kept 
sums  for  old-age  pensions  might  at  least    on    the    school.     A    short    while   after 
afford  this  small  amount.     The  Govern- 1  complaint    was    made    to    the   present 
ment  had  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen    Chief  Secretary,  and  at  length  the  Board 
added  £300,000  to  the  sum  which  they    itself  gave  way,  and  paid  the  teacher  the 
had  set  aside  for  old-age  pensions,    to    salary  which  they  had  kept  from  him  for 
meet    what    was    considered    a  case   of    two  years.     The  other  case  which  was 
hardship,    yet   they   were   refusing   this  :  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
paltry    sum    which  •  would     put    these    Armagh  was  one  of  the    most  shameful 
teachers  in  the  same  position  as  their    cases  of  a  man's  dismissal  that  was  ever 
solleagues.     He   appealed    to    the   Irish    known.     He  was  a  teacher  at  one  of  the 


Solicitor-General  and  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, who  were  sitting  in  a  House  from 
which  Liberal  and  Tory  Members  were 
ibsent,  and  where  only  Irish  Members 
wrere  in  their  places,  as  though  in  a  Parlia- 


Rathraines  schools.  He  had  occupied 
the  position  for  twenty  years  ;  he  was  of 
the  first  division  and  first  class  by  a  special 
resolution  of  the  Board.  That  was  in 
189G,  when  the  Board  had  power  to  take  in 


ment  at  College  Green,  to  grant  out    of  consideration  a  teacher's  special  services 

the  £3,000,000  which  came  from  Ireland  He  was  promoted  in  view  of  his  excellent 

bo  this  country  in  taxation,  this  paltry  service,  but  the  manager  took  occasion  to 

5um  of  £25,000.     Surely  the  Government  dismiss   him,    and   he    appealed   to   the 

recognised  the  reasonableness  and  justice  Archbishop,  who  refused  to  sanction  the 

jf    the     demand,    and    had     authority  action  of  the  parish  priest.     The  next  time 

wflfoient  to  grant  it,  not  merely  because  the  inspector  visited  the  school,  he  gave  a 
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hostile  report,  the  first  ever  given  to  the  i  but  the  case  became  much  more  illogxal 
school.  Immediately  after  that,  the  |  and  inequitable  when  they  took  a  sprafic 
National    Board    went    to    dismiss    the  !  case  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  i 


case  of  a  high-class  teacher  in  a  AniK 
school.  He  had  the  highest  posabk 
qualifications,  and  the  very  best  lepnts 


teacher,  but  it  was  put  oS  for  six  months. 
The  next  time  the  inspectors  went,  not 

to  examine  the  school,  but  to  see  him     ^  ,  __^    ^ 

personally,  they  again  presented  a  hostile  |  from  his  inspector,  but  he  had  the  i 
report.  In  neither  of  these  examinations,  I  fortune  to  have  under  thirty-five  in  avenp 
which  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  dis-  .  attendance.  He  knew  two  other  teadun 
missing  the  teacher  and  nothing  else,  was  who  had  an3rthing  but  good  reports,  bm 
a  pupil  examined.  It  was  the  plain  I  they  had  the  good  luck  to  have  om 
duty  of  any  board  to  have  given  that  man  thirty-five  on  the  roll,  and  they  putkri- 
first  a  copy  of  the  complaint  against  |  pated  in  this  capitation  grant  from 
him  and  next  a  copy  of  the  reports,  which  the  first-class  teacher  was  exclndei 
especially  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  |  They  were  told  that  the  rain  fell  on  the  jmi 
they  had  themselves  on  their  own  Motion  and  the  unjust,  but  in  this  case  tlu 
raised  this  man  to  the  highest  rank  which  '  Treasury  trickle  seemed  to  be  reserred 
Uhey  could  give  him  for  highly -efficient  I  for  those  who  were  perhaps  less  deservinc 
service,  and  a  year  or  two  afterwards  than  this  imfortunate  man  who  vii 
dismissed  him  from  his  school.  He  did  j  serving  one  of  the  noblest  pnipoiei 
not  look  for  another  school,  of  course;  possible  in  a  backward  and  povert?- 
he  decided  to  have  done  with  the  Board.  '  stricken  country.  There  was  a  nralti- 
They  would  have  sanctioned  him  in  another  plicity  of  small  schools,  and,  thoce- 
school,  but  the  whole  thing,  it  was  perfectly  ,  fore,  education  was  more  expensive  m 
plain,  was  not  to  carry  out  the  rules  of  Ireland  than  it  ought  to  be.  The  CUrf 
the  Board  but  to  do  away  with  the  '  Secretary  had  said  that  this  was  sW 
appeal  to  the  Archbishop.  They  were  '  lutely  essential  if  the  people  were  to 
able  now  to  insist  that  a  teacher  must  I  get  any  education  at  all,  and  he  fuIlT 
get  a  report,  and  if  he  desired  another  agreed  that  the  charge  was  not  to  be  hid 
inspection  he  could  get  it,  and  he  had  prac  - ,  to  their  door.  It  was  the  CommissioiieB 
tically  three  appeals  now,  so  that  it  was  of  Education  themselves  who  were  re- 
impossible  that  they  should  do  what  they  '  sponsible.  But  the  Treasury  seemed  to 
had  done  in  the  past.  This  unfortunate  have  made  up  its  mind  to  starve  out  the 
teacher  who  was  dismissed  from  his  small  schools,  and  they  would  starve 
employment  without  any  compensation  education  in  such  constituencies  as  bis. 
was  altogether  thirty  years  in  the  service  If  in  the  past  they  had  allowed  this  wrong 
of  the  National  Board ;  he  was  only  system  to  grow  up  and  to  grow  strong. 
forty -two  years  of  age,  and  consequently  they  had  accepted  the  responsibility  far 
was  ^-ithout  a  pension,  and  without  any  it,  and  they  were  bound  to  maintain  it: 
consideration  he  was  cast  out  of  the  ser-  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  pay  the 
vice,  though,  without  a  doubt,  it  was  teachers,  the  men  who  pat  brams  into 
entirely  his  fight  and  the  attention  |  the  children,  a  better  salary-  than  thef 
drawn  to  it  that  settled  the  question  of  paid  the  men  who  beat  the  brains  cot 
the  future  management  of  these  schools.  '  of  them — ^the  Irish  constabnlaiy.    Not 

alone  was  the  grant  of  £114,000  too  srnaD, 
Mr.  LARDNER  (Monaghan,  N.)  said  '  but  the  additional  £20,000  was  too 
he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  small.  Had  the  whole  thing  beat 
South  Belfast  when  he  said  that  this  grant  doubled  they  would  not  be  giving  neodf 
was  spoilt.  In  his  county  there  were  188  the  salary  which  was  paid  totheScottiA 
schools,     only     eij?hty-eiglit     of     which '  teacher.    The  Scottish  and  Irish   nnd 


participated  in  these    jjrants,    and  only 
sixteen  of  which    got  the    bonus    given 


districts  were  very  much  the  same,  bsft 
the  average  attendance  in  Ireland  wii 


to  schools  with  an  attendance  of  over   lower  because  in  certain  seasons  of  tko 


seventy,  and  the  bonus,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  case,  was  only  £5.     The  maxi- 


year  children  had  to  work  on  the  bm 
though  if  they  took  the  mayiTn^wi  iqU  iI 


nuini  bonus  under  the  Estimate  he  saw  ^  time  when  there  was  no  work  going  on 

was    £30.     That    was    undoubtedly  an  in  the  cotmtiy,  they  were  xespouiUi 

illogical  and  inequitable  state  of  aSairs,  ^or  the  education  of  more  boys  and  gak 
Mr.  Harrington. 
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than  teaohers  in  similar  schools  in  Scot- ;  It  was  a   rapidly  growing    opinion    in 
land.     The  teachers,  the  people,  the  Irish    Ireland  that  education    must    be  dealt 
Party  and  the  councils  were  protesting  |  with    not    in    a    niggardly    but    in   a 
against  the  basis  of  the  division  of  this  |  generous  spirit. 
money.    The  Commissioners  of  Educa- 


tion  themselves   were   protesting.    The 
Chief  Secretarv  on  one  occasion  told  them 


Mr.  SHEEHY  (Meath,  S.)  reminded 
the    Committee    that    when    the    late 


to  formulate  their  demands.  There  was  j  Government  were  in  power  with  a  full 
one  solitary  Minister  and  one  solitary '  treasury  the  money  exhausted  not  in 
Liberal  on  the  benches  behind  him,  and  I  social  reforms  or  upon  education,  but 
Irish  Unionists  and  Nationalists  were '  at  the  behests  of  the  Jingo  Party  in 
joining  in  a  demand  to  give  them  £20,000  war.  He  complained  of  the  inadequacy 
to  enable  one-third  of  the  teaching  |  of  the  sum  allocated  for  this  grant, 
profession  to  be  fairly  treated.  .  although     he     did     not    think    it   lay 

in  the   mouth    of    the  Tory  Party  to 
*Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire,  Govan)    complain  of  what  the  Government  were 
said  that  as  the  subject  of  finance  was  I  doing  for  education  in  Ireland.     They 


associated  with  all  their  great  reforms 
it  might  not  be  amiss  for  one  who  repre- 
sented the  Conservative  Party  and  who 
was   a   representative    of    Scotland,    to 


complained,  as  they  had  a  perfect  right 
to  complain,  not  merely  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  money  allocated,  but  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  to  be  spent.    They  com- 


state  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  finance  ;  plained  of  the  old  practice  by  which 
of  this  question.  It  had  been  said  that  |  anything  given  to  Ireland  with  the  right 
one  desire  was  to  strengthen  the  hands  :  hand  was  immediately  obliterated  with 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in  '  the  left.  They  complained  that  the 
dealing  with  the  Treasury.  The  right !  schools  in  the  districts  which  most  needed 
hon.  Gentleman  was  known  to  be  a  i  assistance  were  being  left  in  the  worst 
thinking  man  and  an  honest  man,  and  j  position  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
he  was  generally  credited  with  a  desire  i  money  was  to  be  distributed.  The 
to  do  something  really  effective  for  I  process  of  amalgamation  would  go  on, 
the  good  of  Ireland.  He  would  say ,  and  by  that  very  process  many  schools 
nothing  to  discredit  that  belief,  but  if  ,  in  Ireland  would  be  shut  up  and  made 
the  Chief  Secretarv  really  wished  to  go  for-  ■  useless,  all  because  the  population  of  Ire- 
ward  he  should  rid  his  mind  of  the  idea  '  land  did  not  enable  these  schools  to  be 
that  either  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland  ■  filled  with  an  adequate  number  of  pupils. 
would  grudge  money  for  education.  This  was  a  question  which  affected  not 
Was  not  education  really  the  most  1  only  the  poor  districts  of  the  west  of 
important  subject  they  had  to  deal  Ireland,  but  also  the  richer  counties 
with  ?  After  the  parents  themselves  '  of  Kildare  and  Westmeath.  It  was  a  very 
the  teacher  had  the  most  to  do  with  i  strange  thing  but  it  was  a  fact  that  more 
the  making  of  the  coming  generation,  money  was  being  spent  on  the  constabu- 
He  had  a  strong  feeling  of  reverence  '  laiy  in  Ire  land  than  upon  education.  They 
for  the  spirit  of  loyalty  that  forbade  claimed  that  the  money  spent  upon 
them  to  quit  their  old  church  when  intermediate  education  in  Ireland  was 
they  thought  she  was  perhaps  not  purely  Irish  money,  and  there  were  other 
altogether  what  they  desired.  Religion  monies  ear-marked  for  education  which 
was  international  and  had  to  deal  with  had  been  used  for  other  purposes.  All 
men  and  women  of  all  countries.  At  they  were  getting  in  return  for  all  that 
one  time  they  heard  a  great  deal  about  was  £114,0(M).  He  would  not  complain 
what  were  humorously  called  the  three  so  much  if  that  money  was  going  to  be 
R's,  but  he  hoped  to  see  the  adoption  of  administered  fairly  and  properly,  but  the 
the  three  D's— -duty. discipline  and  drill:  way  it  was  proposed  to  administer  the 
he  would  even  venture  to  add  a  fourth  money  would  only  lead  to  a  worse  con- 
iii  Development,  of  which  they  were  not  dition  of  affairs  in  the  rural  districts 
Afraid  in  Scotland.  It  was  the  hope  where  the  children  had  to  tramp  many 
of  some  of  them  that  Ireland  would  miles  in  order  to  get  to  school.  The 
go  forward,  retain  its  religion,  and  i  manner  in  which  the  money  was  allocated 
also  welcome  the    spirit    of  knowledge,    made   it   worthless,   and  the   education 
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system  dangerous.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  consent  to  alter  the 
allocation,  because  if  he.  did  not  great 
harm  would  be  done  to  education. 
Every  hon.  Member  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  debate  had  spoken  con- 
demnatorily  of  the  allocation  which  had 
been  adopted.  The  National  Board  of 
Education  was  a  most  extraordinary 
product  of  British  legislation,  but  even 
they  were  opposed  to  the  allocation 
proposed.  It  was  this  kind  of  blundering 
which  was  constantly  arising,  that  created 
bitterness,  whereas,  if  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  treated  fairly,  no  such 
bitterness  would  be  engendered.  The 
Government  were  not  only  allocating  an 
insufficient  sum,  but  they  were  allocating 
it  wrongly,  giving  it  to  those  who  could 
well  afford  to  do  with  less  and  giving 
nothing  at  all  to  those  who  deserved 
it  most.  Inspectors  had  gone  down 
to  places  in  the  West  of  Ireland  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  the  amalgama- 
tion of  schools,  shutting  up  one  in  one 
place  and  sending  the  children  to  another 
school.  He  had  heard  threats  made ' 
that  if  these  inspectors  went  on  in  this 
way  they  would  not  have  a  very  easy 
task  in  the  future.  If  the  present 
allocation  of  the  money  was  adhered 
to  he  was  afraid  a  very  serious  injury 
would  be  done  to  primary  education  in 
Ireland. 

Mk.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  thought 
that  the  debate  had  convinced  the 
Government  that  for  once  the  Irish 
representatives  were  unanimous,  and 
not  only  they  but  the  entire  body  of 
the  Irish  people.  The  present  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  and  the  accompanying 
Note  indicating  the  distribution  of  the 
monev  were  an  indication  of  a  most 
singular  condition  of  affairs  even  under 
the  singular  government  of  their  country. 
There  was  a  body  called  the  Board  of 
National  Education  w^hich  had  control 
of  primary  education.  It  was  a  nomin- 
ated Board  that  was  quite  iirdependent, 
and  was  not  responsible  even  to  the 
Irish  Government,  and  certainly  not  to 
the  Irish  people.  They  had  continuously 
protested  against  it  and  had  sought 
ii)  have  it  abolished  or  amended. 
The  extraordinary  fact  emerged  in  this 
debate  that   even   that   Board  had  not 

Mr.  Sheehy. 


had  its  way  with  regard  to  the  dirtrilra- 
tion  of  the  money  and  that  all  the 
negotiations  had  been  conducted  in  th« 
dark  .and  behind  the  backs  of  the  Iiisli 
people.  Not  one  single  man  among  tlie 
representatives  of  Ireland  had  been  let 
into  the  secret  or  consulted  in  any  way. 
He  would  like  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretin-, 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  Naiionid 
Board  on  the  matter.  What  had  been 
the  nature  of  the  communications  thtt 
had  passed  between  the  Board  and  the 
Treasury  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man lay  the  correspondence  on  tlie 
Table  ?  It  had  been  said  that  to  attempt 
to  separate  the  responsibility  of  .the  Chief 
Secretary  from  that  of  the  Treasury  was 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  Iiish 
people.  No  doubt  the  connect  constitu- 
tional theory  was  that  the  Govemmait 
was  responsible  as  a  whole,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Treasury  interfered 
with  the  government  ol  Ireland  inces- 
santly and  most  mischievously  and 
exercised  an  undue  influence  over  Iriih 
affairs.  He  /contended  that  the  Tieasniy 
had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  .dis- 
tribution of  this  money.  What  li^t 
had  the  British  Treasury  to  cross  over 
to  Ireland,  or  even  without  crossing,  to  en- 
gage in  long-winded  correspondence  with 
Irish  Departments  as  to  the  use  of  money 
which  had  already  been  granted,  or  wu 
about  to  be  granted,  to  Ireland  as  if  those 
gentlemen  who  sat  at  the  Treasury  hid 
special  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  Izeland ! 
He  thought  it  was  the  most  monstrou 
thing  he  had  ever  heard  of.  Whatever 
might  be  the  constitutional  theory,  he 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  comparo 
what  was  done  in  respect  of  Ireland  with 
the  administration  of  English  Depart- 
ments. Compare,  for  instance,  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Treasury  towards  the  Board 
of  Education  with  the  intolerable  system 
which  had  prevailed  in  Ireland.  If  the 
Board  of  Education  in  England  obtained 
a  Vote  of  money  from  Parliament,  u 
they  did  very  easily  whenever  they 
wanted  it,  they  were  not  subjected  to 
the  strain  and  stress  in  dealing  by  die 
Treasury  which  Irish  Departments  ware 
subjected  to.  When  the  English  Board 
obtained  a  grant  of  £1,500,000  for  the 
purpose  of  carr3ring  out  their  views  oa 
primary  education — ^he  thought  it  wtt 
for  a  purely  political  purpose — thare  was 
no    more    correspondence    between  the 
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Treasury  and  the  Board  of  Education. 
They   distributed    the    money    as    they 
thought  fit.     But  4ook  what  happened 
in  Ireland.    He  would  take  one  instance 
— ^the  grant   for  the   building  of   Irish 
schools.    For  fifteen  years  a  correspond- 
ence went  on  between  the  Treasury  and 
the    Board    of   National    Education    in 
Ireland.     Again    and    again    when    the 
representatives    of    Ireland   raised    the 
question   they   were   told   that   it   was 
still     under     discussion.       They     were 
not    shown    the     correspondence.        It 
was  not  published.      During  the  period 
covered  by  the  correspondence  the  whole 
question  of  school  building  was  hung  up, 
and  many  schools  were  allowed  to  fall 
into  a  ruinous  condition.    Whatever  the 
constitutional    theory    might    be,     the 
practice  in  Ireland  was  entirely  different 
from  that  in  England.    He  did  not  acquit 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  all  responsibility 
in  this  matter,  because  he  had  always 
i^ecognised  the  solidarity  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  they  knew  that  the  Treasury 
had  interfered,  and  in  so  doing  they  had 
exhibited  gross  ignorance  of  the  condi- 
tions of  Irish  life.     He  warned  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  an  attempt  to  carry  out 
these  conditions  would  create  a  condition 
of  absolute  chaos  and  revolt,  not  only 
among  teachers,  but  among  the  whole 
body  of  the  population,  irrespective  of 
their  religious  beliefs  or  political  opinions. 
As  a  Home  Ruler  he  was  not  sure  that  he 
ought  to  object  to  such  a  policy,  because 
it  would  afford  an  example  of  the  British 
Treasury  against  the  whole  of  the  Irish 
nation,    and    that    would   be    rather   a 
wholesome  state  of  affairs.    What  they 
complained   of,    first   of   all,    was   that 
Ireland  was  not  treated  in  the  same  way 
as   England   and   Scotland,    If   Ireland 
were  treated  on  equal  terms  with  England 
ajid  Scotland,  the  amount  of  the  grant 
for  teachers  would  be  £400,000  instead 
of  £114,000.     The  result  of  the  differen- 
tiation   was    that    many    of    the    best 
teachers  were  leaving  Ireland  in  order 
to  obtain  payment  upon  a  higher  scale 
elsewhere.    It  was  impossible  to  defend 
a    system    under    which    English    and 
Scottish  teachers  were  paid  40  or  50  per 
oent.  more  than  were  teachers  in  Ireland. 
He  did  not  sympathise  with  those  ex- 
tremists who  suggested  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  should  be  abused  and  attacked. 
.  The  right  hon«  Grentleman  was  the  fifth 
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occupant  of  his  office  since  the  agitation 
for  the  better  payment  of  Irish  teachers 
was  started,  and  he  was  the  first  who  had 
done  anything  in  this  matter,  and,  there- 
fore, to  hold  him  up  as  a  malefactor  was 
idiotic,  and  it  was  a  course  not  calculated 
to  make  other  Irish  Secretaries  follow  on 
the  same  lines.    He  was  not  going  |to 
dwell  on  the  insufficiency  of  the  grant. 
So  far  as  the  grant  went  they  ought  to 
be  thankful  for  it,  for  it  was  some  result 
of  the  agitation  which  had  been  carried 
on.    When  he  turned  to  the  question  of 
the  proposed  distribution  of  the  grant, 
really   language   failed   to     express   his 
opinion.      The  grant   was  accompanied 
by    a    Note    unlike  anything    he    had 
ever   seen    in   any   previous   Estimate. 
The    Note    had    already   been    quoted. 
Those  who  taught  in  small  schools  with 
an  attendance  of  under  thirty-five  were 
to  get  nothing  at  all.    Language  failed 
him  to  express  his  opinion  of  that.    The 
teachers  in  the  small  schools  in  Ireland 
had,  owing  to  the  recent  changes  and  to 
the  method  of  promotion,  been  cruelly 
dealt   with  under   the   present   system. 
In  his  view,    the  national   teachers  of 
Ireland,  under  the  old  system,  although 
the  salaries  were  very  poor,  had  great 
incentives.    Promotion  was  open  to  them ; 
if  they  were  able  men,  they  could  rise 
in  the  ranks  of  their  profession,   even 
if  they  had  only  twenty-five  pupils.     He 
had  known  some  of  the  ablest  of  the 
whole  body  of  Irish  teachers  who  were 
employed  in  these  small  schools,   and 
whose  reputation  had  spread  over  all 
Ireland.    When    the    new    system    of 
grading  was  introduced  seven  or  eight 
years   ago,   those   unfortunate   teachers 
from    no    fault    of    their    own    at    all, 
but  from  want  of  influence — and  indeed 
those  things  were  done  from  influence, 
and  not  by  merit — could  not  get  promotion 
to  larger  schools.    They  were  condenmed 
to  remain  in  the  lowest  ranks  of  their 
profession  all  their  lives,  no  matter  what 
their  abilities  might  be.    That  was  a 
system   which  he   had   condemned   for 
years.     These   teachers  were  already  in 
a    very    bad    position,    but    when    this 
instalment  of  justice  which  had  been 
looked  forward  to  for  several  years  by 
the  teachers  of  Ireland— this  £114,000— 
came  along,   these  men   were    informed 
that    because    they     were     poor    they 
would    get    nothing ;      and    that     the 
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men     who     had     the     largest     schools, 
comparatively,  were  to  get  all  this  money 
distributed  ,  among     them.       A     more 
monstrous  and  grotesque  system  never 
was  submitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House.     He    had    had    communications 
from  various  parts  of  Ireland  showing 
how  some  of  the  ablest  teachers  in  the 
country    in    those    small    schools    were 
barred   out  from  promotion.     The  pro- 
posal before  the  Committee  discriminated 
against  these  men.     It  had  been  said 
by  one  or  two  of  his  colleagues  that  if 
£20,0(X)  were  added  to  the  grant,  it  would 
enable  a  grant  to  be  given  to  the  small 
schools  ;   but  he  did  not  think  that  that 
would  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
It  would  only  amount  to  about  £6  a. year, 
and  that  was  a  very  poor  offer  to  make 
to  the  poorest  and  most  unjustly  treated 
of  the   Irish    teachers.      His    objection 
lay   not    only  to   the   exclusion   of   all 
the  small  schools  from  the  distribution 
grant,    but    to    the    whole    method    of 
distribution.     A  teacher  with  200  pupils 
would  get   from  £10  to  £15  additional 
salary,  and  a  special  bonus  of  5s.  a  head, 
which   would   amount   to   £40   or    £50 ; 
while   a   teacher    of   one   of    the   small 
schools,  who  deserved  more  consideration 
from  the  grant,  would  only  get  £6.     He 
suspected  that  the  new  distribution  was 
adopTtnl  as  a  matter  of  policy,  but  these 
poor  men  had  no  power  over  the  education 
policy  of  the  Bi^anl  of  Education.     If  the 
l^>venunont  |H^liov  was  to  amalgamate 
ttmall  si»hools,  let  it  be  openly  declared : 
to  amalgamate  the  small  schools  in  Ireland 
by  starving  the  small  school    teachers, 
who  had  no  intluonoe  on  the  policy  of 
theCrovernmont,  was  monstrous  cruelty. 
It  actotl  unfairly  to  the  masters  of  the 
Hmallor  srhin^ls  and  to  the  assistants  of  the 
larger  whools.    The  right  hon.  and  learned 
lC«;inber  for  l>uMin  Tnivorsity.  who  had 
ioiu«ri  the  Nationalist    Members  in  this 
mkctn,^r,  had  a  thcs^ry  as  to  the  oause  of  the 
-^.itMhf*  of  the  small  skh^vOs  in  ln»land. 
If-  auid  that  it  was  ne«-ossit44tod  by  the 
Y^TTwiuT  of  umall  sohtx^ls  tor  the  ditfenMit 
■^'ZSiyrji    uHctn.    That    micht    apply    to 
■^  .n^-:.  I  ij*M\  pxt<»n1 .  bul  ho  s^s^^lutoly 
-v^T    -.ja*  rt  »pplic«l  to  the  pn^vinoes 
— -i-jrr  »ii6  Munntor.    ll  x*  «sa  total 
iv^.^-r-.w»    '«   Ihr  part  *^f  i>i<»  V-*^^^  • 
-       .--*!.    i^aWiin.     Tho  *^'o«»  t*t 

r^nin  itf)d  with  hn^«  w»ft*5*. 


and  the  sparse  x>opalation.    Ireland  wii 
in  its  present  condition,  or  the  greater  put 
of  it,  a  country  of  small  schools,  and  it 
must  remain   so    imless  they   adopted 
the  system  which  was  followed  in  some 
parts  of  the  United  States  of  consolidating 
small  schools,  and  organising  a  system 
of  transportation  by  means  of  chsM- 
bancs  or  cars  of  children  from  the  scat- 
tered   districts    to    central    schools.    If 
they   penalised    the    teachers   of  these 
small   schools,   which   in   absolute  fact 
were   a  necessity  of  the   country,  they 
were  declaring  war  on  the  only  system 
of  schools  which  could  serve  the  popnh- 
tion.    Did  anyone  who  took  an  intezest 
in  primary  education  deny  the  fact  that 
the  teacher  in  a  small  school — say  wilJi 
only    thirty    children — ought    to   be  i 
better  teacher  than  the  master  of  a  larger 
school  ?     He  deserved  the  utmost  con- 
sideration instead  of  being  punished  ts 
under  the  present  system.     In  a  large 
school    the    pupils    were    divided   into 
classes,  and  the  head  master  did  not  tab 
them    all   himself.     He   had   assistantSi 
But  the  man  who  had  only  twenty-five 
pupils  had  to  divide  them  into  five  or  six 
classes,  and  take  them  all  himself,  whicli 
was  the  hardest  work  possible.    Another 
consideration    which    had    been    foioed 
upon  his  mind  was  that  in    a    great 
many    districts    owing    to    this    star 
vation    of    the    small    school    teachers 
there     were     no     educated     men  now 
except  the  priests  and  rectors.     It  was 
peculiarly  unfortunate  that  that  should 
be  the  case.     When  he  was  a  boy,  in  hii 
own  district  in  the  County  of  Mayo  there 
was  one  of  the  most  efficient  teachers  he 
had  ever  known  in  the  course  of  his  life. 
Boys  came  from  places  thirty  to  forty 
miles  distant  to  get  their  educatkm  bm 
him,  and  were  content  to  board  in  the 
hovels  of  the  peasants.    That  man  rose 
under  the  old  system  to  be  master  of  a 
school,  with  a  salary  of  £230  ^  year,  vhib 
!  he  was  still   quite  a  young  man.    His 
I  influence    over    the    whole    parish  was 
I  extraordinary,  and  numbers  of  his  hcffs 
•  succeeded  remarkably  in  businesses  estab- 
lished   throughout   the    district,   sin^ 
'■  from  the  training  they  had  got.    Nc«t 
luider  the  present  system  all  these  post 
parishes  were  condeixmed  to  put  np  with 
the   refuse   of  the   teaching  piofaasieii, 
because,  once  there,  the  schoolmastor  was 
without  hope  of  pxomotkm.    Ovwr  his 
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1  might  be  written  the  legend  of 
B  hung  over  the  gates  of  Hell : 
hope  abandon  ye  who  enter  here." 
L  a  man  got  into  a  small  school, 
ion  was  killed ;  he  had  no  incentive 
idy  or  to  make  his  school  a  success. 
jfore,  under  the  present  system  the 
ation  Department  were  doing  every- 

in  their  power  to  discourage  and 
>y  education  over  a  large  portion  of 
id.  He  had  a  letter  from  the 
lent  of  the  Western  Union  of  School 
lers,  who  said  that  the  country  was 
state  of  absolute  revolt  over  this 
jr.  This  gentleman  gave  him  the  f  ol- 
g  figures : — In  County  Galway  there 
390  schools.  Of  these,  138  had  an 
dance  of  under  thirty-five  pupils,  and 
fore  got  no  benefit  from  the  grant, 
unty  Leitrim  there  were  197  schools, 
ich  118  were  entirely  excluded  from 
benefit  of  the  grant,  or  more  than 
r  cent.,  although  Leitrim  was  a  very 

county.     In    County    Mayo    there 

387  schools,  of  which  138  were 
ded ;    in  County  Roscommon  there 

230  schools,  of  which  104  were 
ded ;  and  in  County  Sligo  there 
202,  of  which  109  were  excluded, 
the       province       of       Connaught 

were  altogether  1,418  schools, 
Mrhich  607  were  entirely  ex- 
d  from  the  benefits  of  the  grant. 
effect  of  this  proposal  would  be  not 
r  degree  to  satisfy  the  schoolteachers 

to  arouse  a  perfect  storm 
ndignation  and  anger  through - 
the    country.      A    speech  of    the 

Secretary  had  been  quoted,  in 
I  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  stated 
Ireland  was  necessarily  a  land  of 

schools.  That  was  undoubtedly 
but  he  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
X)  imagine  the  feelings  of  the  teachers 
were  now  being  met  with  this  slap 
s  the  face.  He  had  received  a  letter 
a  teacher  in  which  it  was  stated 
to  teach  a  small  school  more  skill 
ability  were  needed  than  to  conduct 
;e  school,  and  that  letter  was  written 
%  gentleman  who  had  taught 
ssfidly  in  both  classes  of  schools. 
Irish  Members  were  opposed  to  the 
3  system  of  education  in  Ireland,  they 
ted  to  this  nominated  Board,  and 
hoped  before  long  to  see  it  swept 

and  some  form  of  authority  estab- 
l    in    Ireland   responsible   to     the 


people.  But  pending  this  reform,  they 
demanded  that  the  fullest  information 
should  be  given  as  to  the  communications 
that  had  passed  between  the  Irish  Board 
of  Na\.ional  Education  and  the 
Treasury,  and  that  they  should  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 
Then  there  was  the  question  of 
grants  to  school  buildings.  There 
again  the  Chief  Secretary  had  done  a 
very  substantial  thing.  They  were  ten 
or  twelve  years  fighting  to  get  the  building 
grant  for  the  Irish  schools  and  theywer3 
never  able  to  get  a  penny  until  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  •  came  into  office.  He 
had  obtained  for  them  £40,000  a  year 
for  three  years.  That  was  not  £100,000, 
but  it  was  better  than  nothing,  and  he 
protested  against  the  theory  that  because 
they  did  not  get  the  whole  that  they 
asked  for  they  were  therefore  to  reject 
and  repudiate  it — and  belabour  and  beat 
the  man  who  had  given  them  what 
they  had  got.  They  were,  however,  pro- 
mised that  they  would  have  a  large  addi- 
tional grant  from  the  Irish  Development 
Fund.  He  remembered  that  when  this 
fund  was  commenced  he  always  believed 
it  would  be  grabbed  for  all  kinds  of 
improper  objects.  They  were  promised 
a  considerable  addition  to  the  £40,000 
a  year.  But  he  found  that  in  the  Esti- 
mates for  this  year  the  distribution  of 
the  Development  Grant  was  most  singular 
and  extraordinary.  According  to  the 
Estimate  there  was  a  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  grant  from  last  year  of 
£91,000,  to  which  was  added  £185,000, 
making  in  all  £276,000.  Then  came  the 
distribution  which  was  made  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenant.  In  the  course  of 
the  distribution  came  national  school- 
buildings  ;  £25,000  was  the  balance  of  a 
grant  of  £70,0>00,  towards  the  cost  of 
rebuilding  necessitous  schools  in  Ireland. 
That  would  have  given,  between  the 
Development  Grant  and  the  grant  direct 
from  the  Treasury,  £65,000  towards  the 
building  of  new  and  the  rebuilding  of 
old  schools.  That  was  not  £100,000, 
but  it  was  a  good  way  on.  But  what 
was  their  horror  and  astonishment 
to  find  a  reduced  Estimate  issued  only 
last  week,  according  to  which  the 
balance  was  not  £95,000,  but  £51,000. 
The  £40,000  had  disappeared  and  there 
was  no  explanation.  That  was  the 
result  of  this  kind  of  finance,  and  when 
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he  turned  to  the  distribution  the  un- 
fortunate schools  were  the  sufferers. 
National  school  buildings  got  £5,000 ; 
20,000  had  disappeared.  What  had 
become  of  the  £40,000  and  the 
£20,000?  He  objected  to  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  balance  of  £40,000 
ond  still  more  strongly  to  the  fact  that 
the  loss  was  immediately  saddled  on  the 
grants  for  repairing  these  unfortunate 
national  schools.  Of  all  the  various 
conditions  there  was  none  which  illus- 
trated so  much  the  necessity  of  Home 
Rule  for  Ireland  as  that  of  education. 
The  education  of  Ireland  had  been 
ruined  on  every  hand  by  that  House. 
There  was  not  to-day  in  tb^  whole  ci\'ilised 
world  a  more  disgraceful  system  of 
education  than  that  in  Ireland,  and  that 
after  108  years  of  the  government  of 
that  House.  Yet  when  they  brought 
forward  this  supreme  and  vital  ques- 
tion they  were  faced  by  an  absolutely 
empty  House.  It  was  an  intolerable 
scandal  that  in  these  matters  which 
Englishmen  did  not  and  could  not  under- 
stand, they  would  not  take  the  trouble 
<"0  listen  to  the  debates,  and  that  Irish- 
men should  not  be  allowed  to  settle 
these  matters  for  themselves. 

Captain  CRAIG :  On  a  point  of 
order 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  refuse  to  give  way. 
There  is  no  point  of  order.  [Cries  of  "  Sit 
down,  Craig  !  "] 

Captain  CRAIG  persisted  and  on  being 
called  on  by  the  Deputy  Chairman  he 
asked  if  the  hon.  Membfer  was  at  liberty 
to  raise  the  whole  question  of  Home  Rule. 

'The  DEPX3TY  -  chairman  (Mr. 
Caldwell,  Lanarkshire,  Mid.):  As  I 
imderstand  it,  it  is  an  incidental  allusion. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  after  more 
practice  in  Committee  Rooms  up- 
stairs the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
would  know  what  order  meant.  The 
debate  had  been  an  illustration  of  the 
extraordinary  attempt  to  control  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  when  great  vital  ques- 
tions were  treated  as  the  question  of 
education  had  been  treated  that  day.  It 
was  not  imtil  some  great  disturbance 
arose  in  Ireland  that  they  could  in  any 

Mr.  Billon. 


way  get  the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  We  have  bd 
a  long  and  interesting  debate,  i& 
which,  of  course,  there  has  been  t 
great  deal  of  repetition  of  argumenti 
owing  to  the  undoubted  fact  tbt 
everybody  has  been  of  the  same  opimoB. 
That,  consequently,  has  prevented  flit 
variety  of  \'iew  which  one  often  notioa 
on  Irish  questions.  I  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  advice  given  to  me  to  whisk  I 
have  listened  attentively  as  to  the  wliok 
duty  of  a  Chief  Secretary.  Some  of  die 
speakers  have  indicated  a  view  that  it  ii 
the  duty  of  a  Chief  Secretary  to  make  Urn- 
self  the  spokesman  of  all  the  just  and 
legitimate  financial  demands  of  tk 
country,  I  quite  agree  with  that,  anil 
think  if  my  conduct  were  known,  I  sb»U 
be  found  to  have  discharged  the  ^hk 
duty  of  a  Chief  Secretary  in  this  matt*f. 
When  one  goes  to  see  the  Chanodfci 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  make  tbes 
demands,  he,'  of  course,  meets  you  ¥iii 
courtesy  and  consideration,  but  he  potoii 
out  that  you  are  not  the  only  one  of  li 
colleagues  who  presses  demands  upon  tuBL 
he  points  to  the  several  financial  coa^ 
ditions  of  the  country  and  indkftfitt 
pretty  plainly  that  he  cannot  give  ym  is 
undue  preference,  adding  that  were  &«  t» 
concede  the  demands  which  he  mi|^ 
conceive  just  and  proper,  bankruptcr 
and  deficit  would  stare  him  iu  the  &a 
Then  the  question  arises,  having  legiidi^' 
these  statements,  what  ie  the  C^ 
Secretary  to  do  ?  He  has  only  m 
course  open  to  hini,  which  course  omi^ 
naturally  to  his  mind  every  week, 
that  is  to  tender  his  resignation^  ajid 
he  will  not  be  responsible  any  1* 
for  the  government  of  the  eouutiT 
unless  his  fair  financial  demands  < 
instantly  met,  and  that  fmkss  all 
claims  are  put  on  one  side  and 
attention  given  to  him,  he  will  tahi  I 
seat  ^dth  a  light  heart  on  a  back 
and  indulge  in  that  freedom  of  cri 
which  is  generally  noticeable  on  the 
of  those  who  have  left  the  Oovei 
My  own  opinion  is  that  a.  person  wi 
always  threatening  reaigaatiOD  h, 
all,  somewhat  of  a  coward,  and 
he  is  satisfied  that  can  da  no 
in  the  position  he  occu  oes,  he  had 
remain  there  and  beai  the  brujit  d 
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oritioism  directed  against  him.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  in 
Soath  Dublin,  my  predecessor  in  office 
and,  therefore,  always  very  friendly 
diapoeed,  so  far  as  political  differenoes 
will  allow,  to  a  man  in  my  position, 
pointed  out — and  I  accept  his  view — 
that  it  would  be  absurd  for  a  Chief 
Secretary  to  repudiate  his  colleagues  of 
the  Treasury.  He  has  no  right  to  do 
BO,  and  that  was  why  I  admitted  that 
I  bad  a  direct  responsibility  for  this  Esti- 
mate. We  do  not  live  in  watertight 
compartments,  we  are  bound  one  to  the 
other.  It  is  not  until  you  go  to  a  back 
bench  that  you  have  freedom  of  criti- 
cism. If  on  any  particular  point  you 
are  over-ruled  by  a  Government  of  which 
you  still  remain  a  member,  because  the 
financial  necessities  do  not  admit  of 
jronr  request  being  granted,  you  have 
got  to  put  up  with  it  and  allow  yourself 
to  be  criticised  and  even  abused  for  not 
baying  done  more  for  the  country  you 
represent.  I  quite  agree  with  that  view. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expressed 
a  view  with  which  I  do  not  know  if,  con- 
stitutionally, I,  can  altogether  agree. 
He  said  that  although  I  was  bound  to  the 
Treasurv ,  if  I  succeeded  with  the  Trea- 
sury and  got  a  grant  of  money  for  Irish 
purposes,  I  could  waive  all  their  terms 
and  conditions  on  one  side  and  say : 
•*  The  money  is  mine  and  a  fig  for  your 
conditions.  You  promised  ine  £114,000, 
and  it  is  not  for  you,  but  for  me,  for  the 
Irish  Government,  to  decide  what  is  to 
be  done  with  it."  I  cannot  agree  with 
that,  because  one  cannot  deny  the  right 
of  the  Treasury — it  is  not  necessary  to 
have  a  few  animalculje  in  a  back  room — 
one  cannot  deny  the  right  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer 

Mr.    T.    M.    HEALY:     Under   what 
statute  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  will  come  to  that. 
This  is  entirely  new  money.  It  is  not 
subject  to  any  existing  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  quite  open  to  the  Irish 
Government  and  to  the  Treasury'  to 
endow  Ireland  with  new  money,  and  it  is 
open  to  the  Treasury  to  impose  in  the 
Resolution  by  which  the  money  is  voted 
what  terms  it  likes,  which  terms  })ccomp, 
under  the  Appropriation  Act,  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land. 

VOL.  CXCI,    [Foy^TH  Series,] 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  not  what 
the  Auditor-General  said  in  1882. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  It  is,  at  all  events, 
news  to  me  that,  if  new  money  is  granted 
by  way  of  a  Supplementary  Vote  on  an 
original  Estimate  for  education  in  Ire- 
land, it  is  immediately  bound  by  previous 
statutory  conditions  with  regard  to  money 
paid  over  to  the  National  Commissioners 
or  anybody  else.  I  imagine,  this  being 
new  money,  it  is  open  to  the  Treasury  to 
impose  what  terms  they  like  as  to  its 
disposition.  I,  therefore,  cannot  alto- 
gether agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. After  all,  however,  these  are  matters 
of  constitutional  law  and  learning  and 
are  a  little  bit  beside  the  mark.  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  taken  as  a  maxim  ad- 
mitted by  everybody  that,  once  the 
Treasury  has  acceded  to  the  demands 
of  a  Chief  Secretary  with  regard  to  a 
particular  grant  for  education,  it  is  not 
for  them  to  impose  t<»rms  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  fund  is  to  be 
distributed. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  where  the  Treasury 
get  that  power. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  do  not  know.  It  is 
the  Treasury,  and  that  is  why  I  accept 
the  responsibility  for  this  Estimate  myself. 
I  apprehend  the  Treasury  would  have 
the  power.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
any  branch  of  the  Government  which 
has  the  control  over  money,  would  have 
the  right  to  say  :  "  We  give  you  this 
money  upon  certain  conditions  as  to  its 
disposition,  because  we  are  anxious  to 
procure  a  particular  result."  I  cannot 
imagine  what  power  there  is  in  the 
Constitution  to  prevent  that  being  done. 
I  pass  away  from  that  to  the  merits  of 
the  question.  I  say  at  once  that  I 
presume  the  reason,  as  it  has  always 
been  explainf^d  to  nie,  of  the  conditions 
of  this  Estimate  is  that  the  Govemm.ent 
is  anxious  to  reduce  the  number  of 
unnecessary  schools  in  Ireland.  No- 
body disputes  that  the  figures  with 
regard  to  schools  in  Ireland  are  rather 
remarkable  as  compared  with  Scotland. 
For  example,  you  find  the  two  countries 
with  practically  the  same  population. 
In  Ireland,  with  an  estimated  population 
of   4,399,000,    there   are   8,659   schools, 
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wliile  in  Scotland  with  an  estimated 
population  of  4r,662,OiOO  there  are  only 
3,240  schools.  Therefore,  in  two  coun- 
tries with  practically  the  same  population 
and,  in  some  respects  at  all  events, 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  with 
very  similar  physical  conditions,  you 
have  an  enormous  disparity  in  the 
number  of  schools.  I  quite  agree  when 
you  come  to  investigate  the  circum- 
stances of  the  two  cases,  these  figures, 
although  obviously  striking,  are  not  really 
so  forcible  as  some  people  might  suppose, 
because  you  find,  for  example,  when 
you  examine  the  last  census,  that 
there  are  forty  towns  in  Scotland  which 
have  a  population  of  over  10,000  each 
and  with  a  total  population  of  2,369,705  ; 
that  is,  52- 9  per  cent,  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion live  in  towns,  whereas  Ireland, 
with  a  total  population  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  Scotland,  had  only  twenty -one 
towns  having  a  population  of  over  10,000, 
with  a  total  population  of  1,033,232,  or 
23' 2  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population. 
In  other  words,  more  than  one  half 
of  the  population  of  Scotland  is  found 
in  fairly  large  towns,  while  under  one 
quarter  of  the  population  of  Ireland  is 
found  in  towns  of  the  same  size.  At  the 
samo  time,  everybody  who  knows  any- 
thing about  Ireland  knows  that  there 
are  in  different  parts  of  the  country  an 
unnecessary  number  of  schools.  I  am 
not  speaking  of  the  desire  to  send  Protes- 
tants to  Catholic  Schools  or  vice  versa,  but 
of  schools  under  the  same  management. 
Undoubtedly  there  are  surplus  schools  in 
Ireland,  and  it  is  a  most  desirable  thing, 
although  a  most  difficult  thing  for  any- 
body really  interested  in  the  financial 
position  of  Ireland,  to  reduce  those 
schools.  I  quite  agree  I  have  not  very 
warmly  attached  myself  to  the  terms  im- 
posed by  this  Pjstimate.  I  think  in  all 
those  cases  you  ought  to  consider  the 
gcjographical  circumstances  and  position 
of  the  school,  and  you  ought  not  to 
punish  a  school  simply  because  it 
happens  to  be  in  a  part  of  the  country 
which  is  sparsely  inhabited  and  where 
you  cannot  possibly,  under  any  circum- 
stances, have  a  large  average  attendance, 
and  where  in  point  of  fact  you  have  to 
make  up  your  minds  between  having  no 
school  at  all  and  having  a  small  one.  At 
the  same  time  I  cannot  allow  it  to  go 
forth  that  there  is  not  a  very  grave 
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necessity  for  the  reduction  of  a  veiy  w? 
siderable  numbei   of   these  8,000  odl 
schools   in  different   parte  of  Irelaii 
Nobody,  I  think,  oan  claim  to  ooiuidff 
himself  an  educational  reformer  in  Ir* 
land  who  is  not  most  anxious  to  do  every- 
thing that  can  be  done  to  reduce  tke 
number  of  these  schools.    That  is  one 
view  which  has  to  be  borne  in  mini 
Now  we  come  to  the  actual  Estimite. 
Although  I  quite  agree  that  there  is  tot 
much  to  criticise,  I  must  say  that  hid 
there  been  more  people  in  the  Hoom 
they   might  almost  have  been  led  to 
believe ,  horn  what  has  been  said,  that  the 
Grovernment    are    taking    away    fioa 
school     teachers    pecuniary    incremmt 
which  they  at  present  enjoy  instead  of 
making    an    increase    thereto.    It  kw 
been  said  that  the  effect  of  the  propond 
distribution  will  be  to  shut  up  schooh, 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  concede  ibr  ft 
m.  omcnt  that  those  schools  will  be  closed, 
even  although  the  teachers  in  them  kan 
to  go  on  receiving  their  present  somewlttt 
insufficient  salaries.     After  all,  the  Ooi- 
mittee  must  recollect  that  what  we  tn 
discussing    is    an    additional    grant  of 
£114,000  by  way  of  increment  to  Ae 
salaries  of  school  teachers.     I  quite  ^nt 
the  Irish  people  are  entitled  to  have  ft 
voice  in  this  matter.     We  are  here  to 
consider  the  most  fair  mode  of  distii- 
buting  this  not  inconsiderable  smn  of 
money.    You  cannot  meet  altogether  Ae 
demands  of  Ireland.    I  own  I  was  sli^tlr 
surprised  to  hear  that  a  sum  of  £400,000 
would  have  to  be   forthcoming  bebye 
you  could  place  the  salaries  of  teadoB 
in   the  rural  parts  of  Ireland  on  tkc 
same    footing    as   the    salaries   of  Ae 
teachers  in  the  rural  parts  of  Sootlsad. 
I  do  not  think  that  would  bear  investi|i<- 
tion.    I  think  on  examination  it  wM 
be  found  that  there  is  very  Uttle  differflMi. 
if  any,  between  the  salary  of  a  teacher  of 
a  comparatively  small  school  in  Scothsi 
and  the  salary  of  a  teacher  of  a  eoa- 
paratively  small  school   in   Ireland.  I 
am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  £114jOOI 
does   not  meet  the   necessities  of  tk 
case,  but,  at  all  events,  it  is  quite  as  luf 
a  sum  as  was  in  my  mind  when  I  mt 
into  the  lion's  den  find  addressed  tk 
teachers   of  Ireland.     I   am  bomid  to 
say   I   have   always    found    confidBM 
is  strictly  observed  in  Ii  eland.    If  js" 
are   addressing  people  Ih^TB,  affd  JH 


10«5 


Supply. 


1 2  July  1&06} 


Supply. 


Mi 


tell  them  in  confidence  you  hope  to  get 
it  for  them,  they  always  respect  your 
confidence    most    scrupulously.    I    cor- 
tftinly  gave  many  of  the  teachers  cause 
to  believe  that  some  such  sum  as  this 
— %  sum  not  much  exceeding  £100,000 — 
would  be  the  very  most  I  should  be  able 
to  do  for  them  for  some  time  to  come, 
and,  though  they  did  not  say  they  would 
take  that  as  a  full  discharge  of  their 
claims,  they  did  not  feel  the  profound 
discontent  which  the  language  of  some 
speakers  in  the  debate  would  lead  us 
to  suppose.     They  live  on  a  small  income, 
and  they  are  desirous  to  get  an  addition 
to  it  to  which  they  are  clearly  entitled. 
r  think,  therefore,  so  far  as  the  amount 
of  this  Estimate  goes,  it  is  quite  as  con- 
siderable   as    in    the    bottom    of    their 
liearts    they   anticipated     getting.      It 
took   a    good    deal    of   getting,  and  I 
eertainly  pleaded  their  cause  with  far 
greater  pertinacity  and  emphasis  than 
I  ever  pleaded  any  cause  with  which 
I  had  personally  to   do.     Therefore,   I 
am  glad  I  have  got  this  sum.     It  must 
be    remembered    also    that    there    was 
£iO,000  given   for  three  years   for  the 
building   of   schools,    and   the   schedule 
to    the    Irish    Universities    Bill.     This 
Government  has  also  produced  a  Budget 
which  undoubtedly  from  an  Irish  point 
of  view  is  the  best  they  ever  had.     The 
reduction  of  the  sugar  tax  will  leave 
£340,000  a  year  to  fructify  in  the  pocket 
of  the  Irish  peasant,  and,  in  a  literal 
sense,  sweeten  the  cup  of  many  a  poor 
peasant  in   Ireland.     And  then   it  has 
been   calculated   that   old-age   pensions 
will  represent  a  sum  of  something  like 
£700,000   in   the   case    of   Ireland.     8o 
that,  after  all,  great  as  has  been  our 
debt  to  Ireland  and  cruel  as  has  been 
its    treatment,    owing    chiefly    to    the 
ignorance    of    Ireland    in    this    House 
in  times  gone  by,  I  really  think  we  pre 
entitled  to  say  we  are  doing  our  best 
to  repay  the  debt.     We  have,  therefore, 
got  to  consider  now  the  best  mode  of 
distributing    this    fund.     I    cannot    at 
present  hold  out  any  promise  that  it  will 
be  enlarged  by  one  penny.     I  will  not 
play  the  role  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.     He  has   played  it   himself 
at  this  box  a  good  many  times  during 
the  last  week,  and  we  all   know  what 
he   says,  and,  having    regard  to    other 
demands  on  the  Treasury  for  purposes 


connected,  it  may  be,  with  land  pur- 
chase, certainly  with  the  Congested  Dis- 
tncts  Board,  with  afforestation  and  other 
things,  it  would  be  very  foolish  of  me  to 
quarrel  with  the  hand  which  is  to  feed 
me.     It   is  all  very  well  for  the    right 
hon.    Gentleman   opposite  to   ask  why 
we  should  spoil  a  good  job  for  a  miserable 
£20,000   a    year.     There   are   so    many 
miserable    £20,000    a    year,    and    they 
mount  up  to  a  considerable  sum.     Of 
course    were    education  the  only  thing 
which   had   to   be   done   for   Ireland   I 
quite  agree  it  would  be  a  contemptible 
policy  to  spoil  a  good  thing  by  parsimony, 
but  parsimony  is  sometimes  not  parsi- 
mony at  all,   but  stem  necessity.    At 
all  events  I  stand  by  my  colleague  in 
this  matter  and  share  his  responsibility, 
happily  in  a  less  degree  as  far  as  the 
national  finance  is   concerned,    and     I 
am  not  authorised  to  increase  this  fund 
this  year.     Therefore,  the  question  simply 
is,  how  is  it  to  be  distributed.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  said  he  thought  he 
was   entitled   to    know   the   opinion   of 
the   Commissioners  on   this  subject.     I 
do  not  mind  telling  him  that  the  Com 
missioners    favoured    drawing    the    line 
at  schools  of    twenty  instead  of  thirty- 
five.     The  schools  in   Ireland   with  an 
attendance   under  ten  are  only  eight ; 
under  twenty,  434  ;  imder  thirty,  1,467  ; 
and  between  thirty  and  thirty-five,  908. 
These   are   the   figures   of  the   schools. 
Now   I   am   bound   to   confess   that   I 
personally  very  largely  share  the  views 
expressed    by    many    Members    in    this 
House.     I  am  no  enemy  of  small  schools, 
assuming   always   that   they   are   smell 
by    virtue    of    the    physical    conditions 
of  the   locality.     When   I   was   at   the 
Education  Office  I   was  often  appealed 
to    by   small    schools   which   had   been 
suppressed,  by  perfectly  justly  economic 
considerations  of  county  coimcils — I  was 
appealed  to  to  allow  them  to  continue 
and  I  had  in  my  time  four  or   five  of 
those   appeals.     One  appeal   was  for  a 
school  in  Bedfordshire  where  the  coimtry 
is  in  many  parts  very  bleak  and  exposed, 
the   roads  very  high  and  the  weather 
very  often  exceedingly  severe  from  falls 
of   snow   and   otherwise.     I   never   had 
one    of    these    appeals    without    being 
convinced    in    those    cases    that    those 
small  schools  were  doing  an  exceedingly 
good   work,   and  that   the   suppression 
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of   theiii   would   have   meant   the   sup- 
pression of  an  influence  for  good.     In 
all  those  cases  my  bias  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  keeping  up  the  small  schools. 
Hero  in   Ireland   I   agree  in   the   great 
majority  of  cases  in  the  South  and  West 
these  small  schools  must  exist,  and  they 
arc  most  admirable  and  useful  institu- 
tions.    Wo  might  gather  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  that  the  Government 
ought  to   give   the   biggest   amount   of 
the  grant  to  the  teachers  with  the  smallest 
number !  of    pupils.     But    the    teacher 
with     200     pupils,     imder    him     does 
not    get     the    grant    for    the     whole 
200 — ho     might     get     the     capitation 
feel  for  about  seventy,  and  the  balance 
is  divided  amongst  the  assistant  teachers. 
So  he  is  not  such  a  capitalist  as  that. 
But  wlicji  you  come  to  consider  the  lot 
of  a  teacher  with  a  class  say  of  twenty, 
I    quite   agree   his  duties   are   most   in- 
teresting,   and   he    has   an    opportunity 
of  impressing  his  personality  upon  his 
pupils,  and  if  he  is  a  man  of  fine  charact'er 
and  generous  disposition,  they  will  learn 
more    from    him    than    they    would  do 
from   the    teachers   perhai)s   iji    a   very 
much  larger  school  where  there  is  not 
the   same   room   for   personal  influence. 
The   teacher   with   only   twenty   pupils, 
if  he   is   a   man   of  fine   character  and 
generous  disposition,  and  takes  all  the 
classes,    has    a    greater    opportimity    of 
impressing     his     personality     upon     his 
pui)ils,  and  he  cannot  expect  the  same 
renmneration  as  the  man  in  a  big  school 
in  a  crowded  locality  with  all  the  diverse 
duties  imposed  upon  him.     I  feel  that 
you    must    strike    a    distinction.     Some 
men  think  it  is  better  to  be  a  comitry 
curate    than    a    bishop.     At    any    rate, 
the   clergyman   has  the   opportmiity   of 
enjoying   the   same   simple   natural   life 
as  the  people  amongst  whom  he  lives. 
It  is  quite  impossible  to  give  the  teachers 
in  the  smaller  schools  a  slight  superiority 
in  capitation  foe  over  those  in  the  larger 
schools.     I  really  think  the  teachers  in 
the      smaller     schools     derive     certain 
advantages    and     benefits    from     their 
natural,    simple   lives,   and  they  do  not 
expect  so  large  a  renmneration  as  those 
who  live  in  crowded  localities.     I  quite 
agree  with  what  has  been  said  about  the 
grading  rule.     Having  had  an  opportimity 
of  discussing  the  point  with  the  Com- 
missioners   I    think    that  any  rule   that 
Mr.  Birrell. 


prevents    ^i^omotiou    or    steieotypea  & 
man   for  ever  in  a  particular  class  of 
school   is,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  nui- 
take.    It  may  very  well  be  that  a  young 
teacher   develops   his  teaching  abilities 
better  in  a  small  school  when  he  takes  sU 
the  classes  and  exercises    sole   control 
But  if  he  is  stuck  there  for  the  rest  of  \m 
life,  without  chance  of  promotion,  tlut 
would  bo  a  harsh  rule.     The  Treasnzj, 
however,  has  nothing  to  do  with  thit, 
but  I  will  oertainly  see  whether  some 
reconsideration  may  not  be  given  to  the 
point,  although  I  have  no  control  oyer 
the   Board  of   Conunissioners.    I  tlunk 
it  is  not  only  a  harsh  rule,  but  it  is  a  vwy 
foolish  rule  in  the  interests  of  the  Treasniy- 
I  now  come  to  the  question  of  what  is 
to  be  done   in  regard   to  this  nuttci. 
The    Commissioners    propose    that  the 
capitation  fee  should  be  divided  in  a  wsj 
that   would   leave   out    442   schools.  I 
have  been  brought  up  in  the  Court  of 
Equity,  where  I  was  taught  that  equafitf 
is  equity,  and  equity  is  equality,  and  my 
own  natural  disposition  is  to  see  this  suiii 
extracted  not  without  toil,  distributed 
amongst  the  teachers,  but  whether  tD 
the    teaohers    should    be    included,  Qf 
whether  those  in  the  schools  of  onda 
twenty  scholars  should  be  left  out,  is  s 
mattor  which  requires  to  be  most  cm- 
fully    considered.    Unlike    one    of  my 
colleagues  I  cannot  take  the    sense  of 
the  House  whilst  standing  on  my  legs. 
I  There  is  not  much  in  the  point,  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  I  oannot  get 
any  more  money.    If  I  do  what  I  have 
I  promised,  the  capitation  fee  will  have  to 
'  be  reduced,  but  I  really  think  then  ■ 
sufficient  solidarity  and  esprit  de  eorfi 
among  the  teachers  to  be  willing  ixx  tin 
present  to  submit  to  this  zeduotioiL   I 
do  not  know  that  I  oan  usefully  say  mon 
than  that  now.    The  course  I  propose  to 
take  is  to  withdraw  the  Estimate  in  its 
present   shape    and,    after   oonsoltatioi  ^* 
with    tho    Commissionen    of    Nationsl 
Education,  to  bring  it  up  again  in  a  fan 
including  all  schools.    I  must  repodisli 
the  idea  suggested  by  an  hon.  Hembtf 
from  Ulster  that  there  is  in  the  policy  of 
the  Treasury  any  hostility  to  the  schook 
of   the    Church "^  of   Ireland.    WhateTir 
tho  Treasury  may  be,  and  it  has  mu^ 
faults,  it  at  any  rate  is  a  most  undenomi- 
national body,  and  the  idea  that  tki 
Treasury    would    wage    war    apaa.  tki 
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aohools  of  a  particular  denomiuation  in 
Older  to  destroy  them  is  altogether  out 
of  the  question.  Undoubtedly  what  the 
Treasury  has  in  mind  and  what  every 
educational  reformer  in  Ireland  must 
have  in  mind  is  the  desire  to  reduce 
the  unnecessary  number  of  schools 
in  particular  parts  of  Ireland.  I  could 
give  instances,  but  I  do  not  want  to 
loose  the  denominational  spirit.  In  some 
plaoes  there  are  as  many  as  four  schools 
belonging  to  four  different  Protestant 
denominations.  The  object  to  be  aimed 
at — ^unpopular  though  it  may  be — ^is  to 
get  the  children  of  these  districts  into 
two  schools — if  not  into  one — instead  of 
into  four ;  and  I  am  glad  to  notice  a 
diBi^osition  among  some  of  the  Protestant 
bodies  to  bring  about  a  reduction  of 
sohool  staffs  by  amalgamation.  The 
dnptication  of  staffs  is  a  great  and 
undoubted  evil,  and  it  canndt  be  denied 
that  we  were  justified  in  putting  a  certain 
amount  of  pressure  upon  the  Board  to 
pursue  that  subject.  Whether  the  right 
way  of  putting  on  that  pressure  was  to 
reduce  the  increments  of  the  teachers  is 
a  subject  which  it  is  not  now  necessary 
for  me,  having  acceded  to  the  general  wish 
of  the  House,  to  deal  any  further  with. 
I  hope,  however,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
obtain  the  first  Vote  on  the  Paper,  and 
then  I  will  bring  up  the  Supplementary 
Vote  in  the  form  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Vote. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  am  the  last  to 
stickle  over  a  matter  of  form,  so  long  as 
I  get  the  money. 

♦The  chairman  :  I  am  afraid  I 
do  not  quite  miderstand  the  point  of 
order.  The  question  put  from  the  Chair 
is  the  Supplementary  Vote. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Quite  so.  You 
only  put  the  question,  as  I  understand  ^ 
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it,  that  the  sum  of  £114,000  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  stated. 
You  do  not  attach  to  it  all  the  em- 
broidery attached  to  it  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  DILLON:  The  Chief  Secretary 
offered  to  consult  all  parties.  If  the 
Vote  is  withdrawn  now,  we  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  saying  something 
about  it  again.  If  wo  vote  the  money 
now,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  cannot  agree  to 
withdraw  the  Vote  now,  for  I  want  to  say 
a  word  upon  a  question  which  excites 
very  strong  interest.  It  was  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare, 
namely,  the  sad  state  of  many  of  the 
schools  in  Ireland,  particularly  in  wet 
and  cold  weather.  The  weather  in 
Ireland  is  not  particularly  cold,  but  it  is 
extraordinarily  wet.  I  have  seen  the 
thing  for  myself,  and  I  know  about  it 
from  conversation  with  inspectors.  They 
have  often  told  me  that  in  going  into 
one  of  these  schools  on  a  soaking  wet 
day,  and  finding  the  children  cowering  in 
clothes  saturated  with  damp  round  a 
miserable  turf  fire,  they  felt  that,  in  the 
interest  of  the  children  themselves, 
the  best  thing  was  to  tell  them  to  go 
home  and  forego  the  inestimable  benefits 
of  education  for  that  day.  That  is  a 
very  shocking  state  of  things,  and,  of 
course,  a  claim  has  been  put  forward 
for  the  heating  of  the  schools.  But  it 
is  impossible  to  overlook  the  fact  that  in 
Ireland  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
school  rate,  and  that  it  was  undoubtedly 
always  contemplated  that  the  form 
which  the  local  contribution  would  take 
would  be  in  seeing,  as  a  matter  of 
parochial  pride,  that  the  schools  should 
not  be  in  the  lamentable  condition  in 
which  I  have  solemnly  to  admit  they  are. 
Prone  as  I  am  to  love  everything  Irish, 
I  cannot  in  this  matter  exonerate  the 
local  authorities  from  considerable  res- 
ponsibility. The  sums  required  are  not 
large.     The    people   left   to   themselves 
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are  a  generous  people — the  most  generous 
I  have  ever  been  brought  into  contact 
with,    most   generous   to   one   another ; 
but  they  have  got  the  notion  that  every- 
thing that  has  to  be  paid  for  in  connection 
with  the  schools  should  come  from  the 
British  Exchequer,  and  they  have  for- 
gotten— I  do  not  blame  them  ;    people 
do   forget   these   things — perhaps   some 
of  them  did  not  even  know,  that  it  was 
certainly  always  the  understanding  that, 
there  being  no  school  rate  in  Ireland — 
though  there  are  rates  now  for  labourers' 
cottages  and  the  like  which  they  bear  with 
astonishing  patience — they  should  look 
after   the   comfort   of   the   children.     I 
think  they  ought  to  have  brought  home 
to  them  that  it  is  something  of  a  shame 
that  they  should  allow  the  children  to 
whom  they  are  so  deeply  attached  to 
incur  the  risks  of  tuberculosis  and  those 
other    terrible    diseases    which    ravish 
the  children  of  Ireland,  and  that  they 
have  as  much  obligation  to  the  children 
and  their  school-house  as  to  anything  else 
they  hold  dear.    Although  I  have  pressed 
this  case,  and  I  daresay  shall  continue 
to  do  so,  I  find  it  difficult  to  resist  the 
argument  that  it  is  really  a  matter  in 
which   the    Irish   people    might,    at   no 
great   cost   to   themselves,    be    brought 
to  take  a  personal  care  and  interest.     I 
have  at  all  events,  failed  in  obtaining 
the  grant  I  sought  for.     I  would  have 
liked  to  have  been  able  to  make  some 
proposal  in  regard  to  this  ;    but  I  hope 
the  words  I  have  said  will  not  be  taken 
amiss  by  any  Irishman  or  lover  of  Ireland. 
Other  little  matters  have  been   referred 
to.     I  listened  to  what  the  hon.  Member 
said  about  the  Christian  Brothers.     He 
told  me  the  other  day  that  he  might 
take    the    opportunity    of   referring    to 
them.     I  have  seen  what  has  been  said 
by  my  predecessors  at  different  times 
in  regard  to  them,  but  I  do  not  require 
to  learn  from  them,  for  I  have  seen  for 
myself  whilst  in  Ireland,  the  schools  of 
the   Christian   Brothers  over  and  over 
again.     I  have  seen  their  famous  school 
Mr.  LirrelL 


{COMMONS} 
Cork 


Supplig.  loK 

m  Doric.  Everybody  who  sees  Uieir 
schools  appreciates  their  value,  and  the 
part  they  have  played  for  many  a  long 
day  in  Irish  education.  Although  I 
am  on  terms  of  friendBhip  with  the 
Christian  Brothers  they  have  never 
approached  me  and  I  am  not  certain 
what  their  views  are.  I  think  they 
value  their  freedom.  The  hon.  Member 
was  careful  to  say  that  he  did  not  re- 
present their  views  to  me.  I  also  wish 
I  had  a  little  more  freedom  myself,  for 
I  value  it.  They  do  a  great  work  in 
Ireland.  Parents  prefer  their  scbooli 
partly  because  they  carry  out  their 
work  in  their  own  way  without  being 
bothered  by  the  public  authorities. 
Although  so  far  as  inspection  aa  to  the 
value  of  their  educational  work  is  con- 
cerned, they  have  been  willing  to  submil 
to  it,  I  am  not  sure  what  theb 
views  are  6n  the  subject,  and  wen 
they  to  present  them  to  me,  I  ahonU 
consider  them  most  sympatheticaltf. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  books  uied 
in  the  schools  represent  the  diflkulty  it 
was  at  one  time.  I  think  we  have  got 
past  that,  alwa3rB  assuming  that  the 
books  are  educational  and  up  to  the 
mark.  I  cannot  think  that  there  will 
be  any  difficulty  on  that  ground,  became 
the  opinion  is  exploded  as  to  childiea 
using  the  same  books  from  the  north  to 
the  so.uth  of  Ireland.  With  reference  to 
the  sacred  emblems  of  religion,  that  ii 
a  matter  I  am  not  now  going  into.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  feeling  in  Iielud 
now  is  on  the  subject,  but  I  oertainlj 
share  the  opinion  expressed  by  more 
than  one  of  my  predeceaaozs  upon  the 
value  of  the  work  done  by  the  CSirmtian 
Brothers,  and  were  I  assured  that  they 
were  desirous  of  parting  to  some  extent 
with  the  complete  freedom  which  thej 
now  enjoy  I  would  be  willing  to  consider 
any  proposal  they  might  make.  Having 
regard  to  the  great  work  they  do  in 
Ireland,  I  think  it  would  be  impertinent 
on  my  part  to  ezptees  anything 
than  I  have  done. 
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Ibt.  DILLON:  What  of  the  £35,000  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  am  sorry  that, 
this  not  being  on  the  Vote,  I  have  not 
the  material  before  me  to  answer  the 
hon.  Member's  Question.  I  have  taken 
a  note  of  what  the  hon.  Member  said, 
and  I  expect  that  I  shall  be  able  to  tell 
him  of  the  missing  £35,000  when  inquiry 
has  been  made.  Something  was  said 
about  an  appeal  in  the  case  of  Protestant 
teachers.  That  is  a  very  important 
question,  and  I  am  all  in  favour  of  a 
schoolmaster  feeling  that  he  is  not 
Hable  to  be  dismissed  by  the  arbitrary 
will  of  anybody,  because  we  all  know 
that  in  scholastic  matters  tempers  are 
often  short  and  hasty  things  may  some- 
times be  done.  In  the  case  of  the 
Catholics  there  is  a  willingness  to  submit 
any  case  of  dispute  to  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese.  Roughly  speaking,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  appeal  to  the  bishop  is 
satisfactory.  The  only  thing  is  to 
find  an  equally  satisfactory  appeal  in 
the  case  of  the  Protestant  community.  I 
understood  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  to  say  that  the  teachers  were 
prepared  with  an  appellate  jurisdiction 
but  that  the  managers  did  not  agree  ; 
but  I  am  quite  willing  to  put  the  case 
again  to  the  Education  Commissioners. 

Mr.  SLOAN  said  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  that  the  teachers  had  made 
representations  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself ;  that  he  had  put  them 
before  the  Board  of  Education  without 
success  ;  but  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  managers  would  agree. 
# 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  know  that  diffi- 
culties have  arisen.  I  quite  understand 
^  that  the  teachers  and  the  managers  are 
not  quite  agreed  at  present  as  to  whom 
they  should  appeal  to;  but  I  will  refer 
it  again  to  the  Commissioners,  and  I 
hope  some  satisfactory  appellate  Court 
will  be  found.  It  is,  however,  a  little 
too  much  to  put  on  the  Commissioners 
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the  duty  of  finding  a  Court  for  two  rival 
parties  in  which  each  has  equal  confidence, 
and  it  would  be  rather  difficult  to  force 
a  Court  on  one  of  the  parties  if  that 
party  was  indisposed  to  accept  a  decision 
of  that  Court  as  final.  It  is  a  matter 
for  negotiation,  but  it  is  a  most  important 
matter  to  come  to  some  speedy  decision 
about.  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
East  Kerry  was  a  little  troubled  about 
the  licensed  house  question.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  pre- 
eminently undesirable  that  any  one 
occupying  the  position  of  a  teacher 
should  be  directly  or  indirectly,  or  even 
accidentally,  connected  with  a  public- 
house.  I  am  assured  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  their  rule  has  not  really 
had  any  retrospective  effect,  and,  there- 
fore, I  must,  for  once,  stand  by  the 
recognised  authorities.  I  feel  that  this 
debate  has  been  useful,  though  I  do 
not  know  whether  there  will  be  any 
sore  hearts  over  it.  I  believe  that 
the  Committee  has  exercised  a  wise 
judgment  in  being  so  comparatively 
unanimous  on  the  subject ;  and  I  hope 
good  will  come  out  of  a  decision  which 
will,  at  all  events,  not  carry  with  it  to 
anybody  the  sense  of  injustice.  I  am 
quite  with  the  decision  of  the  House  that 
the  Government  has  done  its  best. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  made  a  reference  to 
a  remark  he  had  made  earlier  in  the  de- 
bate in  which  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  somewhat  misrepresented 
him.  First  of  all,  he  wished  to  con- 
gratulate the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
the  dexterous  way  in  which  he  had 
extricated  himself  and  his  colleagues  out 
of  a  somewhat  difficult  position.  He 
was  very  glad  he  had  seen  fit  to  change 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  and 
make  the  valuable  concession  he  had 
promised,  but  he  regretted  very  much  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  able 
to  go  a  little  further  and  get  the  extra 
£25,000  which  would  have  enabled  th^ 
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poorer  teachers  in  the  smaller  schools 
to  get  a  pro  rata  addition  without  de- 
ducting anything  from  the  teachers  in 
the  larger  schools.  The  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man had  poured  contempt  on  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  £20,000  that  was  wanted  for 
the  smaller  schools,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  forgotten  that  earlier 
in  his  period  of  office  he  had  extracted 
from  the  Treasury  a  promise  of  £680,000 
to  sweeten  the  Government  of  Ireland — 
a  great  portion  of  which  was  iiitended 
for  education. 

Mr.  BTRRELL:  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wants  to  know  the  sad  history 
of  the  past,  that  £650,000  was  calculated 
on  the  basis  of  giving  £100,000  to  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  Ireland 
no  doubt  would  have  benefited  enormously 
by  getting  the  £650,000,  l)ut  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  been  able 
to  get  the  extra  £20,000  or  £25,000  for 
the  smaller  schools.  He  was,  however, 
very  glad  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  the  concession  he  had. 
With  regard  to  his  view  that  the  Iiish 
Goven\ment  ought  to  maintain  their 
owni  right  to  distribute  the  money  con- 
ceded by  the  Treasury,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary said  that  the  Treasury  had  only 
exercised  its  constitutional  right.  With 
great  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  was  a  high  constitutional  authority, 
he  did  not  admit  that  for  a  moment, 
his  view  being  that  where  a  Government 
Department,  whether  it  was  the  Irish 
Government,  the  War  Office,  the  Ad- 
miralty, or  any  other,  had  established 
its  right  to  (Jovenimont  money  for  a 
particular  purpose  it  ivsted  with  the 
l)epartmeut  to  distribute  the  money  for 
tho  purpose  doliued.  Supposing  that 
the  Treasury  granted  monoy  for  edu- 
rtitit>nal  ])urp(»s;»s  in  Indand.  it  would  be 
quito  wrong  for  the  Irish  Government  to 
R]>end  it.  for  instance,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  hospitals,  but  it  should  have 
Afr.  Walter  Lomj. 


the  right  to  decide  how  it  should  be 
applied  educationally.    That  was  ezactk 
what  had  happened  in  this  case,  because 
it  >vas  the  Chief  Secretary  and  not  tlie 
Treasury  who  had  announced  the  change 
of  policy  to  which  they  had  listened. 
Therefore  the  action  of  the  Committee 
was  a  vindication  of  the  view  he  had 
put  forward,  and  he  hoped  that  the  step 
the    right    hon.   Gentleman   had  taken 
would  help  in  asserting  the  right  of  everr 
Minister   to    distribute    money   granted 
for  a  particular  purpose  within  his  own 
Department  in  the  way  that  he  thought 
most    beneficial,  efficacious,    and    jmt. 
He  thought  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
somewhat  misunderstood  his  hon.  friend 
behind   him   when   he   referred  to  the 
Church    schools.    His   hon.    friend  had 
not  for  a  moment  suggested  that  there 
was  any  cx>vert   attack    made    on   the 
Church   of  Ireland  schools.     What  his 
hon.  friend  referred  to  was  that  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland  the  opera.tion  of  the 
Supplementary  Estimate  would  have  a 
severe     effect    on    Church    of    Ireland 
schools.    They  had  held  very  strongly 
that  if  the  money  were  distributed  as 
had  been  proposed  it  would  operate  veij 
unfairly  on  a  very  deserving  class  that 
could  not  defend  itself,  and  he  rejoiced 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  had  receded  from 
that  position. 

The  FINANQAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  HoBHorsK. 
Bristol  E.)  said  that  he  spoke  on 
behalf  of  a  Department  that  mnit 
always  be  an  unpopular  one,  becanae 
it  had  to  control  rather  than  enoomage 
expenditure.  After  an  experience#of  a 
month  or  two  at  the  Treasury  he  wonU 
not  have  ventured  to  lay  down  any  nle 
unless  he  had  had  behind  him  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Department.  He  v«i- 
tured  to  assert  that  daring  the  time  of 
office  of  the  bite  Chief  Secretary  it  had 
never  been  succ45ssfully  held  by  any 
Department  that  the  Treasury  was  not 
entitled  not  merely  to  interfere  ji  the 


1077  Supply. 

gross  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  expended, 
but  to  criticise  the  method  in  which 
that  sum  was  to  be  spent,  and  to  make 
conditions  that  it  should  be  spent  in  a 
certain  way. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  was  well 
known  that  the  Treasury  and  the  various 
Departments  had  their  negotiations,  and 
in  every  case  there  was  behind  all  the 
authority  of  the  Cabinet,  who  settled 
whether  the  Department  or  the  Treasury 
was  to  have  the  final  word. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  said  that  that  im- 
parted an  aspect  which  the  right  hon- 
Ctentleman  had  not  put  before  the  House. 
Nothing  had  been  said  of  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  had  no 
liesitation  in  thanking  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  the  efforts  he  had  made  to  im- 
prove education  in  Lreland.    He  recog- 
nised that  he  had  made  great  efforts,  and 
that  he   had  given  great  assistance  to 
the    national     schoolmasters ;     he   had 
given  them  about  three  times  as  much 
as  had  been  given  to  University  educa- 
tion.   There    was,    however,    no    doubt 
that  the   Treasury  had  been  a  curse  in 
the   life   of    Ireland,    and    he    thought 
they  must  take  some  stand  against  the 
growing     attitude     the     Treasury     was 
assuming    of    attempting    to    legislate 
for  the  country.    That  was  why  he  now 
said  it  would  be  better  from  the  constitu- 
tional point  of  view  that  when  grants 
were  given  to  Ireland  they  should  not  j 
have  a  fresh  Estimate  put  forward  and  ' 
a  fresh  attempt  at  legislation.     He  denied  I 
altogether   that   the   Treasury   was   en- ! 
titled  to  say  how  this  money  should  be  l 
spent.     The  Appropriation  Act  had  been  | 
referred  to  as  legalising  what  had  been  [ 
done  in  this  case.     He  denied  that.     He  | 
recollected  that  when  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  ' 
1881,  sought  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
certain  resident  magistrates  he  argued  that  , 
it  was  legalised,  first,  by  the  passage  of  a  \ 
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Resolution  in  Committee,  and  then  by 
the  Appropriation  Act,  but  in  the  result 
the  Comptroller-General  disallowed  the 
amounts,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  brought 
in  a  Bill  to  legalise  the  payments,  and  it 
was  defeated.  That  was  not  a  pre 
cedent  in  favour  of  the  Gx)vemment,  but 
against  them.  To  bring  forward  a  fresh 
Estimate  and  to  say  that  by  it  schools 
with  twenty  or  thirty  scholars  were  to 
have  money  allocated  to  them  in  a  par- 
ticular way  would  be  illegal.  The 
Treasury  must  remember  that  Ireland 
had  certain  rights  under  the  Act  of  1817 
by  which  the  Irish  and  British  Ex- 
chequers were  amalgamated.  The  Chief 
Secretary  misinterpreted  the  feeling  of 
the  Nationalist  Members  if  he  sup- 
posed they  were  ungrateful  to  him. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  expressed  a  hope  that  next  year 
the  Chief  Secretary  might  be  able  to 
increase  the  amount  of  the  Vote.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  having  met  the 
Nationalists  in  regard  to  the  allocation 
of  the  grant,  he  advised  his  hon.  friend 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  said  that 
year  after  year  Irish  Members  brought 
before  the  House  the  gross  inequality 
with  which  Ireland  was  treated  in  regard 
to  education,  and  they  were  met  with 
sjonpathetic  speeches  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, but  stlQ  with  a  non  possumus. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  them 
that  while  he  was  called  the  King  of 
Ireland  he  was  not  the  King  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  that  he  could  not  get  what 
he  wanted.  As  an  English  Member  he 
listened  year  after  year  to  these  stories  of 
injustice  with  sorrow  and  a  sense  of  shame. 
Parliament  had  been  justly  charged 
with  gross  injustice.  Why  should  a  child 
because  he  was  bom  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Irish  Channel  be  handicapped  in 
his  opportunity  for  primary  education  ? 
He  knew  these  country  schools  in  Ireland 
where  the  little  children  with  bare  feet, 
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and  often  scantily  clothed,  stood  on 
the  clay  floor,  their  only  comfort  being 
the  miserable  turf  fire,  and  then  he 
thought  of  the  council  schools  in 
England,  and  the  infinite  opportunities 
given  to  the  English  child,  and  he  wanted 
to  know  why  the  Irish  child  should  be 
treated  with  this  inequality.  The  English 
nation  ought  to  feel  their  responsibilities 
in  this  matter  and  to  be  ashamed 
to  be  charged  with  gross  injustice. 
They  ought  to  say :  "  We  are  rich 
and  they  are  poor.  We  are  a  big  country, 
and  they  are  a  small  and  despised 
people."  ["No."]  He  would  be  only 
too  glad  if  that  word  could  be  withdrawn, 
but  he  was  only  too  afraid  there  was  some 
truth  in  it.  They  were  in  the  minority, 
and  they  came  a  great  distance  to  plead 
their  case,  but  they  kicked  against  the 
pricks  and  could  do  nothing.  They  came 
and  laid  their  case  before  the  Grovernment 
and  were  met  with  a  non  fossumus. 
["  No."]  He  thought  hon.  Members 
next  year  would  have  very  nearly  the 
same  tale  of  injustice  to  unfold.  If 
it  were  not  so,  he  would  be  only  too  glad. 
He  asked  Members  of  English  con- 
stituencies to  consider  this  argument. 
The  Irish  child  had  just  as  strong  a  claim 
as  the  English  child  and  ought  to  be 
just  as  well  educated. 


of  the  House, 
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Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.)  said  he  knew 
female  National  teachers  of  high  training — 
teachers  who  had  increased  the  efficiency 
of  their  schools  to  a  considerable  extent, 
but  whoso  services  as  principal  teachers 
wore  discontinued  solely  because  the 
avorago  recfuired  by  the  Commissioners 
of  National  education  could  not  bo  reached. 
This  meant,  in  a  number  of  ciwes,  the 
abolition  of  soi)arate  female  schools,  and 
the  practical  dismissal  of  teachers.  Parents 
who  objected  to  have  their  (lau^^hters 
sent  to  mixed  schools  were  placed  in  a 
position  of  -^a'cat  inconvcin'encc,  especially 
in  nn'al  districts,  where  cliildren  had  had  i 
to  lra\el  for  miles  in  order  to  roach  female  j 
i^chouls.  lie  hoped  the  matter  would  be  j 
iiKjiiired   into.  I 

Mr.  BfjU's. 


Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion,"  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

£670,818,  to  complete"  the  sum  lor 
Public  Education,  Ireland. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  MondAT 
next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjourm"— 
{Mr,  Josejih  Pease,) 

Mr.  MULDOON  (Wicklow,  E.)  pro- 
tested against  the  adjournment  of  tk 
House  before  eleven  o'clock.  He  thoagkt 
the  Local  Registration  of  Title  (IreUod) 
Amendment  Bill  might  very  wel^  be 
passed.  It  had  received  the  accepUnca 
of  all  parties  in  Ireland. 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the 
Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the  Hooin 
lapsed  without  Question  put. 


LOCAL  REOISTRATION  OP  TITLE  (IRE- 
LAND)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Not  amended  (by  the  Standing  Oom- 
mittee),  considered  ;  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


URBAN    DLSTRICT    COLTNCILS     (AD\'m 
TISING)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 

discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


Adjourned  at  two  miaatn  after 
Eleven    o'clock. 
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ouse  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the 


'ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


;  BILLS  [Lords]  STANDING 
)ERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
RED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH. 

?EAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
rom  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
he  following  Bills,  originating 
►rds,  and  referred  on  the  First 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
)usly  inquired  into,  and  which 
licable  thereto,  have  been 
with,  viz. :— Leith  Burgh  Bill 
Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board 
Is]. 

i,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
ne. 

1  and  Ryton  Water  (Transfer) 
>mley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill, 
mendments     considered,     and 


jfield    and   District    Tramways 
meiit)    Bill.     Read    the   third 


British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third 
passed,  with  an  Amendment. 

Town  Hall  Bill  [Lords].     Read 
time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 


Ferry  Urban  District  Gouncil 
Is].  As  amended,  considered  ; 
nts  made  :  Bill  to  be  read  the 


rovernment  Prpvisional  Orders 
ill.     Read  the  third  time,  and 


PETITIONS. 

^TION   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

from  Assynt,  for  alteration; 
1  the  Table. 

XCI.    [Fourth  Seribs.] 
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LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour ;  From  Abe.rsychan ; 
Browney ;      Dalzell ;     Besolven ;      and, 
Silsden ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR     TRAFFIC     (LOCAL     OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition   from  Dalzell,  in   favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

ARMY  (TERRITORIAL  FORCE). 
Copy    presented,   of    Regulations    for 
the  Territorial  Force  and   the  Gounty 
Associations,  1908  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

EVICTED    TENANTS    (IRELAND)    ACT, 
1907. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  giving 
particulars  of  cases  in  which  persons 
have  been  reinstated  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Estates  Commissioners  during  the 
quarter  ended  31st  March,  1908  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Parliamentary  Voters. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  are  the  estimated 
numbers  in  England  and  Wales,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
respectively,  of  each  of  the  following 
classes  of  persons  :  men  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age  who  are  Parliamentary 
voters,  men  over  twenty-one  years  of  age 
who  are  not  Parliamentary  voters,  and 
women  over  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 

1  beg  to  answer  this  Question  on  behalf 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  I  fear  that  the 
materials  for  giving  the  precise  informa- 
tion asked  for  do  not  exist.  The  Table 
which  follows  is  the  nearest  approach  to 
it  that  I  am  able  to  make,  but  any 
calculation  based  on  a  subtraction  of  the 
figures  in  column  1  from  those  in  column 

2  would  be  vitiated  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  no  means  of  estimating  how  many 
plural  voters  are  included  in  column  1. 

2  Q 
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It  is  supposed   that  they  may  number  i  not  sufficiently  reliable  to  be  osed  for  th* 
about   784,000  in  all,  but  this  figure  is  I  purpose  of  statistics 


England  and  Wales 
Scotland  - 
Ireland     - 


Total 


I  Namber  of  names 
I  appearing  on  the 
iregisters  of  parlia- 
I    mentary  voters    j 
I         for  1908. 


7,514,481 


6,058,894 
762,861 
692,726     ! 


Estimated  male  i  Estimated  feniafe 


adult  population 
on  Ist  Jan 
1908. 


9,230,289 
1,233,893 
1,207,524 


adult  popaUtioii 

on  Ist  Janaiiy, 

1908. 


10,327,469 
1,377,241 
1,267,794 


11,671,706 


12,972,504 


Post  Office  Clerks— Hours  of  Attendance. 
Mr,    JAMES    PARKER    (Halifax)  : 
To    ask   the   Postmaster  -  General   what  1 
arc   the  hours  of  attendance    required 
from    assistant    clerks    serving    in    the  { 
Engineer-in-Chief 's  Office  and  the  Savings 
Bank  Department  of  the  Post  Office,  re- 1 
spectively. 

(A Havered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  The  ] 
houi^  of  attendance  which  assistant  clerks 
are  at  present  required  to  give  are,  in  the 
Engineer-in-Chiefs  Office,  seven  daily 
from  Monday  to  Friday,  and  three  and 
a  half  hours  on  Saturday  ;  in  the  Savings 
Bank  Department,  seven  hours  daily 
from  Monday  to  Friday  and  four  hours 
on  Saturday.  But  the  scale  of  pay  of 
assistant  clerks  wherever  employed  covers 
an  attendance  of  forty-two  hours  a  week. 

Promotion  of  Post  Office  Linesmen. 
Mr,  STEADMAX  (Finsbury,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of 
linemen  hold  technical  and  scientific 
qualifications,  some  of  whom  are  teaching 
the  subjects  of  magnetism  and  electricity 
in  technical  institutions  under  the  Board 
of  Education  and  who  are  aUo  performing  i 
supervisory  duties  in  the  engine aring 
depixrtnient,  will  he  state  why  unes- 1 
tabli^hed  youths  are  placed  in  favoured 
positions  and  styled  acting  inspectors, 
and  are  promised  promotion  *  over  the 
heads  of  capable  and  efficient  officers  who 
have  serve<l  the  Department  for  a  numl>er 
of  years. 

(AiiSfiyreJ  hj  Mr.  Sudn^y  Bu.rtoiL)     I 
have   alreadv   assured   the  linesmen,  in 


answer  to  a  memorial  from  representatiTai 
of  their  body,  that  not  a  single  place 
proper  to  the  linesmon  class  will  be  lost 
to  that  class  through  the  earlier  selectioo 
of  some  of  the  younger  men  for  duti» 
requiring  different  qualifications.  The 
Question  has  its  origin  in  a  mere  misap- 
prehension, which  has  already  beea 
explained. 

Taocination  of  Postal  Smplojoes. 

Mr.  LUPTOX  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  what  $it 
the  regulations  with  regard  to  the  vifr 
cination  of  the  staff  and  employees  in 
the  Post  Office,  including  the  telegnpii 
and  telephone  departments. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  BtuOtn^} 
Candidxtes  for  Post  Offioe  employiiMiit 
are  required  to  be  re-vaccinated  anlsH 
they  exhibit  good  marks  of  primaiy  and 
secondary  vaccination  or  definite  evmnoe 
of  having  had  small -po.'c  The  only  ex- 
ceptions to  this  regulation  are  appUesate 
for  appointment  as  commission  sab- 
postmasters  and  persons  casually  sb> 
ployed  for  short  periods. 

Scottish  Fishery  Board— Feet  and 
Expeniai. 
Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College):  T» 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
state  the  sums  received  from  the  Tresimy 
for  fees  and  expenses  by  each  of  d» 
members  of  the  Scottish  f*i8hery  Board 
during  each  of  the  years  1906  and  1907. 

(An^icared  by  Mr.  SindaAr.)  The  in- 
formation desired  by  my  hon.  friend  i» 
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M  follows  :—(l)  No  fees   were  paid  to  I  1906     or    1907.      (2)    Tbe     travelling 
any  members  of  the  Board  during  either  I  expenses  paid  were  : — 


1906. 

0 

1907. 

Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  C.B.,  Chairman 

£     s. 
1     1 

£      8. 

3     6 

d, 
9 

Sheriff  D.  Crawford,  K.C.,  Deputy  Chairman      • 

2  10 

4 

2     9 

6 

Professor  D'Aroy  W.  Thompson,  C.B. 

2  10 

0 

17  15 

6 

Dr.  W.  R.  Duguid,  Buckie         .... 

3S     () 

0 

43     1 

9 

Mr.  L.  Milloy,  Rothesay 

22     6 

7 

21   18 

6 

Mr.  H.  Watson,  Anstruther 

7     2 

3 

10     2 

1 

Mr.  D.  Mearus,  Aberdeen 

26     2 

0 

2G  11 

0 

Treatment  of  Glanders. 
Colonel  WALKP]R  (I^ancashire, 
Widnes) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  A.fi;riculcure,  in 
view  of  the  continued  prevalence  of 
glanders  in  London,  whether  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  will  now  consider  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  the  Rideal-Walker 
method  of  controlling  tbe  supplies  of 
disinfectants  called  for  under  their  order, 
such  method  having  been  adopted  by  the 
War  Office,  Admiralty,  and  Board  of 
Trade. 

(Ans^weied    by   Sir   Edward  StracJiey.) 
The  outbreaks  of  glanders  in  London  are 
steadily  decreasing,  the  number  of  out- 
breaks this  year  to  the  20th  ultimo  being  , 
248,  as  compared  with  302  for  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  last  year.     Its  preval- 
ence would  not  in  any  way  appear  to  be  | 
due  to  the  failure  of  the  present  method  , 
of  disinfection,  and  the  Board  are  advised  I 
that  no  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
the  adoption  of  tbe  method  to  which  the 
hon.  .Member  refers.  I 

Migration  of  Iile  of  Lewis  Cottars.  I 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To  j 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
state  the  qualifications  required  of  cottars  i 
in  the  Island  of  Lewis  who  have  sent  in 
their  names  as  willing  to  migrate  to  the  I 
mainland. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair,)     The  land- 
ward committee  of  the  parish  council  of 


Stornoway  have  been  asked  to  furnish 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  with 
information  regarding  the  means  and 
experience  of  each  applicant,  so  that  the 
Board  may  know  whether  any,  and,  if  so^ 
how  many,  such  qualified  applicants  the 
landward  committee  wish  to  put  forward 
for  consideration. 

Imports  of  Foreign  Halt. 
Mr.  BARNARD  (Kidderminster) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  he  will  state  the  quantity  of  foreim 
malt  imported  into  this  country  in  the 
years  1903,  1904,  1905,  1906,  and  1907, 
respectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Chwchill.)  The 
quantities  of  malt  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  from  foreign  countries 
during  the  years  namea  were  as 
follows  : — 

Cwts. 


1903 

- 

847 

1904 

. 

5,203 

1905 

. 

4,930 

1906 

. 

15,122 

1907 

- 

18,635 

No  malt 

was  imported  in 

any  of  these 

years  from  British  Possessions. 

Irish  Schoel  Boles  for  Teachers. 
Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state 
whether  in  a  national  school,  UoU  No. 
1950,  Circuit  9,  Section  A,  the  infants 
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are  being  effectively  and  efficietitly 
taught  at  present ;  if  so,  why  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  make 
it  a  condition  before  enlarging  the  school 
that  future  assistants  shall  be  females; 
whether  the  average  for  the  past  five 
years  has  been  steadily  increasing; 
whether  the  appointment  of  a  female 
might  have  the  result  of  lowering  the 
attendance ;  whether  at  present  two 
teachers  and  a  monitor  are  engaged  in 
one  small  room ;  and  whether  in  view  of 
all  these  facts,  the  Commissioners  will 
favourably  consider  the  application  of  the 
manager. 

{Answered  hfi  Mr.  BirrelL)  The  Com- 
missioners inform  me  that  the  school  in 
question  is  reported  to  be  conducted 
efficiently.  Under  Kule  127  (b)  boys 
under  seven  years  of  age  are  ineligible 
for  enrolment  in  a  boys  school  where 
there  is  no  mistress,  unless  there  is  no 
suitable  school  in  the  locality,  or  the 
probable  result  will  be  the  loss  of  an 
assistant  teacher  to  the  school.  In  the 
existing  school  the  rule  has  not  been 
enforced  because  there  is  not  sufficient 
accommodation  in  the  girls'  school  for 
additional  pupils.  The  Commissioners 
could  not  sanction  a  grant  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  schoolhouse  except  on 
the  conditions  notified  to  the  manager, 
namely,  that  provision  must  be  made 
for  the  transfer  of  the  infant  boys  to 
the  girls'  school  unless  the  manager  is 
prepare<l  to  appoint  an  assistant  mistress 
to  the  boys'  school  on  the  occurrence  of 
the  first  vacancy.  The  average  attend- 
ance for  the  four  years  up  to  1906 
showed  a  steady  increase,  but  last  year 
there  was  a  slight  decrease.  There  is  no 
reason  to  anticipate  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assistant  mistress  would 
cause  a  lowering  of  the  attendance. 
Two  teachers  and  a  monitor  are  at 
present  employed  in  a  room  measuring 
thirty-four  feet  by  nineteen  feet.  The 
Commissioners  cannot  entertain  the 
manager's  application  except  on  the  terms 
notified  to  him. 

Eeinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants  on 
tlie  Orehan  Estates- 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  have 
considered  the  applications  of  Miss 
Hannah  Clahane,  Michael  OEegan,  and 


Patrick  Hanhan  f  or  Teinstitement  in  thdr 
holdings  on  the  Grehan  estate;  KiMorrerr, 
county  Cork ;  if  the  farme  formerly- heU 
by  these  tenants  are  now  in  the  occupi- 
tion  of  Mr.  John  J.  Sheriy,  who  residei 
at  Mooresfoot,  county  'npperary,  over 
twenty  miles  distant,  and  that  the  ianni 
are  merely  used  as  aocommodation  land, 
without  an  acre  of  tillage  ;  and  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  Com- 
missioners will  consider  the  necessitj 
of  applying  the  compulsory  powers  they 
possess  to  effect  the  reinstatement  of  fbe 
evicted  tenants  in  question. 

{Answered  by,  Mr.  BirreU.)  Tfce 
Estates  Commissioners  have  considered 
the  applications  in  question,  and  hive 
decided  to  take  no  action  in  the  case  of 
Patrick  Hannan.  In  the  other  two  cues 
the  former  holdings  are  held  by  judicial 
tenants,  and  the  Gonmnssioners  consider 
that  the  compulsory  provisions  of  the 
Evicted  Tenants  Act  are  notapplicaUe 
in  such  cases.  The  Commissioners,  how- 
ever, will  consider  the  applications  in 
those  cases  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  any  untenanted  land  whid 
they  may  acquire  in  the  locality. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
(Ireland)  Order,  1908. 
Mr.  BABRIE  (Londonderry,  N.):  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  hai 
received  numerous  resolutions  ht>mpaUic 
boards  and  public  meetings  recently  held 
in  Ireland,  protesting  against  the  general 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Bosid 
respecting  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  mflk 
shops ;  and  whether  he  will  defer  the 
enforcement  of  the  order  until  the 
objections  to  portions  of  it  have  been 
reconsidered  and  dealt  with. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Bvrrell.)  A  com- 
paratively small  number  of  resolutiooi 
taking  exception  to  the  Order  has  been 
received.  The  Local  Goverhment  Bosid 
afforded  to  all  local  authorities  the  faOeit 
opportunity  of  considering  the  terms  d 
the  order,  a  draft  of  it  having  been  drco- 
lated  in  August  last  with  a  view  to  eficit 
their  opinions.  Any  points  made  bj 
local  authorities  were  carefolly  oonsidand, 
and  certain  modificationa  were  made  in 
the  draft  Order  before  its  adoption  is 
February.  The  Order  came  into  men- 
tion on  1st  May,  and  it  would  be  un- 
desirable to  take  any  stepi 
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impede  the  local  authorities  in  giving 
effect  to  it. 


Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal.  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Milford  Eural  District  Council 
protesting  against  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops  (Ireland)  Order,  1908, 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  representing  that  if  enforced  in  their 
district  it  will  occasion  great  hardship  to 
the  small  farmers,  who  are  not  in  a 
position  to  make  the  required  structural 
alterations  or  generally  to  carry  out  the 
demands  made  by  the  Order ;  and  what 
action  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  The  Local 
(3ovemment  Board  received  the  resolu- 
tion in  question,  and  in  reply  thereto  the 
Board  pointed  out  to  the  council  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  arrange  for  the 
registration  of  cowkeepers,  dairymen,  and 

Surveyors  of  milk  within  their  district, 
ut,  seeing  that  only  a  small  dairying 
business  is  carried  on  there,  the  Board 
indicated  that  the  work  of  inspection 
might  be  performed  by  the  sanitary  sub- 
officers  instead  of  by  specially  appointed 
dairy  inspectors.  The  Board  have  reason 
to  believe  that  only  a  few  farmers  in 
this  district  who  habitually  sell  milk  or 
supply  milk  to  a  creamery  will  be  affected 
by  the  Order. 

Payment  of  Irish  Education  Grants. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  National  Board  of 
Education  to  pay  the  proposed  grant 
by  capitation;  and,  if  so,  will  he  urge 
the  Commissioners  to  pay  all  capitation 
grants  quarterly  instead  of  annually. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell,)  It  is  in- 
tended that  capitation  should  enter  into 
the  distribution  of  the  grant.  The  Com- 
missioners consider  that  it  would  not 
be  practicable  to  pay  the  capitation  grants 
quarterly. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COL'NTY 
COUNCILS)  BILL. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoi-ed, 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  would  like  someone  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  to  give  the  House  a  little  informa- 
tion about  it. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
coimted ;  and,  forty  Members  being 
foimd  present, — 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  as  he  was 
not  a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee 
he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  Bill  had  been  altered 
in  Committee.  This  appeared  to  him  to 
be  another  measure  which  had  been 
substituted  entirely  for  the  original  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchurch)  said 
that  no  such  change  had  been  made 
by  the  Committee  upstairs. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


INCEST  BILL. 
Order  read   for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [26th  June],  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


POLLING     ARRANGEMENTS      (PARLIA- 
MENTARY   BOROUGHS)    BILL. 

Not  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  in  Clause  1, 
after  "  thereof,"  to  add :  **  Provided  that 
the  local  authority,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  same  section  in  the  City  of 
London,  shall  be  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  City  of  London  in 
Common  Council  assembled."  He  said 
that  in  London  and  other  boroughs  the 
polling  districts  had  generally  been 
arranged  by  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
but  the  county  council  was  the  authority 
promoted  by  this  Bill.  The  position  in 
the  City  differed  materially  from  that  in 
all  the  metropolitan  boroughs.  The 
justices  in  the  City  were  practically  the 
same  authority  as  the  municipality,  and 
the  Bill  therefore  proposed  to  deprive 
the  City  of  one  of  its  ancient  rights. 
The  City  being  a  place  of  business,  with 
a  large  number  of  banks  in  it,  it  was  very 
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necessary  to  have  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  it  in  order  that  its  business  arrange- 
ments might  not  be  disturbed  on  polling 
days.  No  useful  object  could  be  served 
by  altering  the  arrangements  in  the 
City  which  up  to  the  present  had  worked 
extremely  well.  The  London  County 
Coiuicil  could  not  know  anything  about 
these  matters,  and  it  would  be  a  great 
mistake  to  alter  an  arrangement  which 
had  gone  on  for  the  last  300  or  400  years 
in  onler  to  substitute  a  body  which  had 
not  the  interest  or  the  knowledge  to 
carry  out  such  work. 

r    M     AfniJTnv  .d,    1     ^x  ^  ^    !      *^IR-  DICKINSON  said  the  same  pro- 

^    Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  seconded,  i         ^  ^^  ^^        ^t   forward  before  the 
Personally  he  could  not   see   whv   this    Standing  CommHtee  and  withdrawn.  The 


in  this  House  until  this  year,  but  it  had 
passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  oAthm 
different  occasions,  and  s  leaking  saSject 
to  correction  he  believed  the  proposil  to 
exclude  the  City  was  not  inserted.  Not 
at  the  last  moment  this  proposal  toexckde 
the  City  was  again  brought  forward. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  Committte 
which  rejected  the  Amendment  was  not 
a  Select  Committee,  but  a  small  StancEng 
Committee  consisting  of  only  a  lew 
members. 


business  should  not  be  left  to  the  City. 
It  had  been  well  managed  by  them  in  the 
past,  and  he  did  not  know  any  reason 
why  the  House  should  do  anything  in 
the  direction  of  destroying  self-goveru- 
nuMit  in  the  City.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  allow  the  City  of  Loudon 
to  manage  its  own  affairs  iu  its  o>\ii  way. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  juige  1,  line  13.  after  the  word  *  thereof  * 
to  insert  the  wonis  *  proviaeil  that  the  local 
authoritv,  within  the  meaning  of  the  same 
Si'oiiiui  in  the  City  of  London,  shall  be  the 
M;iyor,  Aldennen.  and  Commons  of  the  City 
i»f  London  in  Common  Council  assembled.*" — 
{ Sir  Ft  n  ft- rid-  Jit r  n b it  r //.  \ 

Question  projwsed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  a.  ALLEN  said  that  this  question  was 
raised  in  the  Staudiui:  Committee,  a  good 
deal  ot  opjH^sitiiMi  wa^  one  rod  to  the  pro- 
pos;il,  and  the  Amend  men:  wa<  eventually 
withdrawn.  Since  that  rime  the  Luudon 
Ctnir.ty  Coiinril.  in  deference  to  the  views 
o:.;i  dep::tatiou  ftom  the  City  of  Loudon. 
ha«l  dec  ivied  not  to  offer  a!:v  oppo-i:iou  to 

ranees 


the  A!v.c!.dme!.t.     Ii 

hi'  cou'd  v.ot  v^ppose  it 

•Mr.  mCKlNSON 


Xc 


H.. 


proposal  yr&8  that  the  City  of  London 
should  be  left  out  of  a  general  scheme  for 
the  division  of  London  boroughs  into 
polling  districts.  He  did  not  think  t^ 
House  had  yet  been  made  fully  amn 
of  the  actual  proposals  which  the  B31 
contained.  Under  the  Registration  Acts 
the  duty  of  dividing  the  polling  distncCi 
was  given  to  the  magistrates,  in  Pettr 
Sessions  in  those  cases  where  the  P«ttT 
Sessional  Di\isions  were  absdutieb 
coterminous  with  the  Parliamentur 
borough  whilst  in  all  other  cases  it  vm 
relegated  to  Quarter  Sessions.  Br  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1888,  the'for 
tions  of  Qaarter  Sessions  were  tnai- 
ferred  to  the  county  council.  Henei 
it  came  about  that  when  the  Londnn 
County  Council  set  to  work  they  fonal 
that  some  of  the  London  borou^  vol 
coterminous  with  the  Petty  SessionalDin- 
sions  and  there  the  magistrates  at  PMtr 
Sessions  had  to  cany  out  the  dntr  fli 
dividing  their  area  into  polling  distnel&  ^ 
Wliere  the  boroughs  were  not  coten&B- 
ous  that  duty  was  with  ^ 
London  County  CounciL  Conseqnentlr. 
the  London  County  Council  exntiirf 
jurisdiction  over  certain  parts  of  Londfli  i 
and  the  magistntes  over  other  put!  i 
>:.  ra'..cr.i>.  N.  said  The  marte  was  further  complicated  brtb 
•his  ..  ;o-t:«»:.  were  fact  that  the  Local  Government  Actrf 
ISSS  placed  the  duty  of  dividing  tb 
whole  of  Loudon,  including  the  City.iii* 
polling  districts  for  the  riection  of  ^ 
Tuen.bers  of  the  London  County  Ccnd 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  CooncililoML 
Now.  :he  electoral  divisions  for  thedccM 
of  the  members  of  the  London  Oontr 
Cour.oi!  were  defined  by  the  Act  of  iM 
as  be::.}:  the  same  as  the  drrinoiis  far  Ai 


:h 


iir.  um: 


:he  Hill  wa>  read 


:.■:•  iv.io<r*.o!'. 
:.■*::•>::  o:  :he 
L.-:.v:v.:;.  0:; 
a!  WA<  ir.ade 
H:'/.  oa:v.e 
...*>  .iv.d  :he 
r,ir>  !:o 
:  .V J  sure 


F 
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PazUamentaiy  elections.  When  the  Lon-  [ 
^n  County  Council  were  settling  the 
polling  districts  for  all  London  for  the 
purposes  of  their  own  election,  including 
the  City,  they  found  that  for  the  pur- 
poses of  Parliamentary  elections  they 
m^  not  got  the  power  to  settle  the 
polling  districts  in  certain  of  the 
Metropolitan  boroughs.  That  being 
'found  very  unsatisfactory  the  present 
proposals  before  the  House  were  made  , 
Tears  ago  and  had  ever  since  been  await- 
ing solution.  He  did  not  wish  to  argue 
-the  question  of  the  expediency  of  the 
Bill,  because  it  was  clear  that  it  must  be 
to  the  public  advantage  that  these 
particular  duties  should  be  performed 
oy  one  authority  and  not  by  two.  ' 
THiat  being  granted  the  question 
«rose  why  should  a  special  exception 
l>e  made  for  the  City.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had  argued  that  the  City 
•contained  a  good  many  important  busi- 
ness houses.  His  reply  to  that  argument 
was  that  there  were  a  great  many  im- 
portant businesses  in  other  parts  of  j 
liondon.  If  the  City  of  London  was 
•excluded  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  the 
•other  boroughs  which  had  hitherto  been 
dvided  into  polling  districts  by  the 
justices  of  petty  sessions  ought  also  to  be 
•excluded.  According  to  this  Amend- 
ment the  right  solution  was  that  each 
^vision  should  not  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  London  County  Council  at  all,  but ; 
in  the  hands  of  the  Metropolitan  borough 
councils.  That  was  a  proposition  for , 
-which  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
although  he  did  not  think  it  was  so  , 
expedient  as  the  proposals  in  the  Bill, 
but  if  the  City  was  to  be  excluded  the 
same  principle  ought  to  be  applied  to  all 
the  other  London  boroughs  which  were 
in  the  same  position.  The  change  pro- 
posed by  the  Amendment  went  a  great ' 
^eal  further  than  the  House  appreciated. 
Not  only  would  it  exclude  the  City  of 
Ijondon  from  the  general  scheme,  but  it 
-would  change  the  system  in  the  City 
itself,  since  it  would  transfer  a  power  from 
the  magistrates  of  the  City  to  the  Common 
Council.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  make  the  very  considerable  change  ' 
proposed  in  the  Amendment.  He  felt 
certain  that  had  it  been  known  that  a 
proposal  which  was  rejected  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  going  to  be  accepted  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill,  who  had  themselves 
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urged  forcible  arguments  against  it  when 
in  Committee,  those  who  were  opposed 
to  it  would  have  come  to  the  House 
prepared  to  resist  the  Amendment.  He 
asked  the  House  to  agree  with  its  own 
Committee  and  not  be  subject  to  an 
agreement  come  to  between  the  London 
County  Council  and  the  City  Corporation 
outside  the  House,  and  since  the  Bill  was 
before  that  Committee. 

Mr.  guinness  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) 
hoped  the  House  would  accept  the 
Amendment.  He  opposed  the  proposal 
in  Committee,  but  since  then  the  City 
Corporation  had  met  the  London  County 
Coimcil  and  the  matter  had  been 
thoroughly  gone  into.  It  was  felt  that 
it  was  not  advisable  that  two  authorities 
of  such  importance  should  quarrel  over  a 
small  point  like  this.  There  was  appar- 
ently a  strong  feeling  in  the  City  about 
the  matter.  The  hon.  Member  had  said 
that  if  they  made  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  the  City,  it  would  have  to  be  done 
}7lso  in  the  case  of  the  boroughs.  He 
did  not  agree  with  that.  The  City 
Corporation  at  present  exercised  f imctions 
which  were  generally  carried  out  by 
county  councils.  The  City  Council  had 
authority  over  pauper  lunatics,  explosives, 
'•oroners,  and  weights  and  measures. 
When  they  were  giving  this  new  duty  to 
the  County  Council,  it  was  advisable  in 
the  interest  of  the  smooth  working  of 
local  government  to  give  these  powers 
to  the  City  also.  There  was  a  very 
strong  argument  against  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  to  transfer  to  the 
City  Corporation  the  powers  which  were 
at  present  in  the  hands  of  petty  sessions. 
For  one  thing,  all  the  magistrates  in  the 
City  were  members  of  the  City  Corpora- 
tion, and  in  addition  to  that  it  was 
extremely  doubtful  what  the  law  in  the 
City  was  at  present.  There  was  very 
great  doubt  who  was  the  proper  authority 
to  divide  the  City  for  the  purpose  of 
Parliamentary  elections,  and  there- 
fore, it  was  undesirable  that  the  law 
should  be  left  in  its  present  rather  obscure 
state.  In  this  matter  there  was  no 
question  of  any  trouble  between  the 
County  Council  and  the  City  Corporation. 
As  long  as  the  County  Council  were 
informed  of  any  change  in  the  polling 
arrangements  made  by  the  City  no 
trouble  could  possibly  arise. 
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♦The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  York- 
shire, Cleveland)  said  that  as  the  law 
now  stood  the  London  County  Council 
was  the  authority  for  dividing  a 
borough  into  polling  districts  only  when 
the  borough  was  situated  in  more  than 
one  petty  sessional  division.  Where  a 
borough  was  wholly  situated  in  one 
petty  sessional  division  the  justices 
were  the  authority.  This  obviously  was 
an  anomalous  survival  of  an  ancient 
system.  This  Bill,;  promoted  by  the 
County  Comicil,  proposed  that  the  County 
Council  should  be  the  authority  through- 
out London  for  dividing  the  boroughs 
into  polling  districts  for  Parliamentary 
purposes  as  for  London  County  Council 
elections.  The  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
now  proposed  that  a  special  exception 
should  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  City, 
and  that  this  power  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  City  Corporation.  The 
hon.  Baronet  said  that  that  should  be  done 
in  order  not  to  deprive  the  City  of  an 
ancient  right.  This  was  not  one  of  the 
ancient  rights  of  the  City  Corporation. 
There  were  some  people  who  thought 
that  the  City  Corporation  possessed 
powers  which  might  with  advantage  be 
curtailed,  but  this  Bill  did  not  raise  that 
question  at  all.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
the  Corporation  r.  the  County  Council, 
because  the  aldermen  of  the  City  of 
London  did  not  act  in  this  matter  as  the 
Corporation,  but  because  they  were  jus- 
tices of  the  City,  just  as  the  justices  in 
other  London  boroughs  acted  on  behalf 
of  those  boroughs.  There  was  no  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  qua 
Corporation  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
The  power  which  the  hon.  Baronet  pro- 
posed to  confer  was  a  completely  new 
power  never  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Corporation.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
they  passed  the  Amendment,  they  would 
perpetuate  an  anomaly  for  no  good 
reason.  If  they  gave  to  the  City  Cor- 
])orati()n  these  exceptional  powers,  either 
the  polling  districts  would  be  the  same 
for  Parliamentary  and  County  Council 
elections  or  they  would  not.  If  they 
were  the  same,  why  should  the  City 
Corporation  object  to  the  London  County 
Council  fixing  the  polling  districts  for 
both  ?  If  they  were  not  the  same,  it 
was  obvious  that  confusion  would  arise 


and  people  would  not  know  where  to 
vote.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bury  8t. 
Edmunds  took  that  view  in  Committ«e. 
and  on  behalf  of  the  Government  he 
himself  had  had  no  hesitation  in  supporting 
him.  The  Amendment  now  before  the 
House  was  the  only  one  moved  in  Com- 
mittee. It  was  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Aston  Manor,  and  after 
discussion,  the  Committee  were  unani- 
mously against  it,  and  the  Amendment 
was  withdrawn.  Now  the  hon.  Hembei 
came  to  the  House  to-day  and  asked 
them  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Committee.  The  hon.  Member  gave  two 
reasons.  One  was  that  it  was  a  bad 
thing  for  two  local  authorities  in  LcndoD 
to  quarrel.  In  other  words,  the  Conntr 
Council  had  surrendered  to  the  City.  The 
second  reason  was  that  the  City  had  pomr 
to  deal  with  pauper  lunatics,  expIosiTes, 
coroners,  and  weights  and  measures.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  why  that  should  em* 
power  the  City  Corporation  to  divide  its 
area  for  Parliamentary  polling  purpoNS 
differently  from  the  way  in  wlach  it  wi» 
divided  by  the  County  Council  for  Otwaly 
Council  elections.  In  view  of  the  facts 
that  there  were  no  ancient  rights  of  the 
Corporation  here  involved,  and  that  good 
administration  and  good  legislation  re- 
quired that  only  one  authority  shooU 
divide  thisarea  for  localandParliamentaiy 
elections,  he  would  vote  against  thr 
Amendment  if  it  went  to  a  division. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  that  when  a  private  Bill 
was  brought  forward  the  pzomotaii 
might  be  supposed  to  know  their  ovi 
business.  In  Committee  the  promotos 
would  not  agree  to  the  Amendment  nov 
before  the  House,  but  now  they  cam» 
forward  and  said  they  were  willing  t» 
accept  it. 

Mr.    a.    ALLEN    said    that  in  tk 

absence  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  diaai  ;- 

of  the   Bill  he   merely  stated  that  til  ' 

London  County  Council  would  not  oppoM  i 
the    Amendment.    His    pezaonal   visvt 

were  directly  opposed  to  the  AmendnMBt  ; 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  that  if  thelifli. 


often  been  surprised  at  hon. 
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taking  that  couise,  but  he  did  not  intend 
to  say  anything  further  on  that.  When 
one  accepted  an  Amendment  which  he 
had  formerly  opposed,  it  was  no  doubt 
because,  on  a  balance  of  considerations, 
he  had  reasons  for  changing  his  mind, 
but  surely  the  House  ought  to  be  told 
what  the  reasons  were. 

Mr.  a.  ALLEN  said  he  simply  stated 
in  the  regrettable  absence  of  the  hon. 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  the 
County  Council  offered  no  opposition 
to  the  Amendment.  He  dehberately 
abstained  from  explaining  his  own  views. 
He  thought  it  would  have  been  unfair 
to  do  so  in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  anything  to  offend  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  Whatever  his  own  private 
views  were,  he  now  came  forward  and 
on  behalf  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
accepted  an  Amendment  which  they 
opposed  in  Committee.  When  the  pro- 
moters of  a  private  Bill  came  forward 
and  accepted  an  Amendment,  surely  the 
House  ought  to  accept  it  or  reject  the 
Bill,  as  the  case  might  be.  But  then 
the  Government  stepped  in  and  said 
practically  that  the  Amendment  was 
one  which  the  House  ought  to  reject. 
He  thought  that  in  dealing  with  a  private 
Member's  Bill,  the  Government  should 
not  bring  pressure  on  its  supporters  to 
vote  one  way  or  the  other,  but  should 
leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  House. 
He  was  not  in  a  position  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  London,  but  he  had 
had  the  privilege  of  residing  in  it  for  over 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  As  an  inhabitant, 
he  should  support  the  Amendment, 
because  he  believed  that  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  City  were  exceedingly 
well  managed  from  the  point  of  view  of 
people  who  lived  within  its  boundaries. 
No  doubt  there  were  some  districts,  such 
as  the  Temple,  where  the  arrangements 
were  difficult  to  deal  with,  but  these  had 
been  exceedingly  well  carried  out,  and 
the  other  administration  of  the  City  had 
been  of  the  highest  kind.  For  these 
reasons  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
to  the  Amendment. 

Mr.    HART-DAVIES    (Hackney,    N.) 
said  that  as  a  London  Member  he  should  ; 
support  what  had  fallen  from   the   hon. 


I  Member  for  St.  Pancras.    A  drawback 

I  to  London  administration  had  been  the 

I  want  of  uniformity,  and  anything  which 

,  tended  to  accentuate  separate  authorities 

j  ought   to   be   deprecated.     The  Countv 

I  Council  had  already  the  power  to  control 

their  own  elections  in  the  City,  and  there 

was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  also- 

I  control  the  Parliamentary  elections.  Witk 

'  reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 

■  Member  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  although 

this  and  other  Bills  had  been  promoted 

by  independent  parties  in  the  Countjr 

Council,   both  sides   had   agreed   to  it. 

The   particular   Amencknent   moved   by 

the    hon.    Baronet    had    by   no    means 

been  accepted  by  the  County  Council. 

A    minority    strongly    objected    to    it, 

because    they    wanted    the    procedure 

throughout  London  to  be  uniform.     The 

I  Bill  as  it  stood  was  passed  unanimously 

by  the  Committee  upstairs,  and  it  was  a 

pity  that  this  disturbing  element  should 

hpve  been  introduced  at  the  last  moment. 

He    hoped    the    Amendment    would   be 

rejected. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  the 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Home  Office  had 
stated  that  the  Amendment  proposed  to 
I  confer  a  new  power  upon  the  City  Cor- 
I  poration  qua  City  Corporation,  but  he 
would  point  out  that  the  power  was  now 
vested  in  the  aldermen  acting  as  justices,, 
and  that  the  form  of  his  Amendment  was 
adopted  at  the  request  of  the  Govern- 
ment draftsman.  He  thought  it  was  a 
little  hard  that  a  form  of  words  which  had 
been  adopted  to  suit  the  requirements 
of  the  Government  draftsman  should  be 
denounced  by  the  representative  of  the 
Government.  The  County  Council  was 
the  existing  authority  in  such  Metro- 
politan boroughs  as  were  situated  in 
more  than  one  petty  sessional  division. 
That  was  evndently  because  of  the 
overlapping  of  two  different  authorities,, 
and  was  a  reasonable  course  to  adopt. 
But  there  was  no  overlapping  in  the 
City,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
aldermen  of  the  City  should  not  have 
this  privilege  which  they  had  had 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years. 
The  fact  that  the  County  Council  had  the 
power  to  arrange  the  whole  of  the  polling 
districts  for  their  own  election  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  polling  districts  in  the 
City  for  Parliamentary  elections. 
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Mr.  guinness  said  that  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Office  must 
admit  that  the  City  occupied  a  imique 
position,  and  as  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  in  the  City  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  he  thought  it  was  hardly  worth 
while  to  oppose  the  suggestion  made  in 
the  Amendment.  He  had  made  in- 
quiries and  found  that  no  inconvenience 
had  been  caused  in  the  past  by  the 
powers  existing  at  present  in  the  Corpora- 
tion as  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
polling    districts,    and    that   the    fullest 


information  in  regard  thereto  had  hm 
given  by  the  City  Goipontiim  to  tlie 
London  Comity  Coancu.  He  thoofjit 
that  in  view  of  the  ancient  privileges  of  tk 
City  and  the  sentimental  feeling  zegvding 
them,  the  House  might  accept  tk 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  hoL 
Baronet. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — ^Ayes,  28 ;  Nom, 
93.    (Division   List  No.  162.) 


Acland-Hood,  Rt  HnSirAlex.F. 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhopo 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Barrie,T.H.(  Londonderry,  N.) 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
-Coates,Major  £.  F.  (Lewisham 
<]rretton,"John 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Kennaway,Rt.Hn.Sir  John  H. 


AYES. 

Lane- Fox,  G.  R. 

Lockwood,Rt.Hn.  Lt-Col.AR. 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersfield 
I   Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 

Rawlinson,John  Frederick  Peel 
I  Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Ecclesall 
;   Smitb,Abel  H.(Hertford,  East) 


Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
SUveley.Hill,  HeoiTtStdTih.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (CbMshatMi) 
WilliamB,  Col.  R.  (Donat.  W.) 
Tounger,  Geonce 

TSLLEBS    VOB    THE  AtV-St 

Frederiok  Banboiy  and  Mr. 
Guinness. 


Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Baring,Godfrey(Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Benn,W.(rw'r  Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Boulton.  A.  C.  F. 
Brigg,  John 

Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Cameron,  Robert 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cleland,  J.  W. 

■Collins,SirWm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett,C  H  (Sssex,E.Grinst'd) 
Crean,  Eugene 
C-ullinan,  J. 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Findlay,  Alexander 
•Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.( Montrose) 
Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Ha  worth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazleton,  Richard 


NOES. 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoflfrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 

Macdonald.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Maclean,  Donald 
MacVeigh,C*har]es  (Donegal,K) 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Marnham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Mooney,  J.  J. 
Morrell,  Philip 
Mumaghan.  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Xannetti,  Joseph  P. 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell.  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
0*Dowd,  John 
O'Malley,  WilUam 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pease,  J.  A  (Saffron  Walden) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Roberts,Char]e«    H.(  Lincoln) 


Roberto,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberto^Sir  John  H.(DdiHglir 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 
Rowlands  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (BreDtloid) 
Samael,Herbert  L.(Clerflbad1 
Scott,  AH.(Ashton  midflrLpi 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Sheehy,  David 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Thome,  G.  R.(Wolvecbamptfli 
Tomkinson,  James 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Warner,  Thomas  ConrtcnsT  T. 
Wason,John  CSathcart  (Ockney) 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
Wlute,  J.  D.  (Dombartoiuiiiis 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  K) 
White,  Patrick  (lieath,  Nortk) 
Whitley,  John  Heuy  (Hslibx 
Williams,  J.  (Glamofoan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Meriinrth) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(Tork,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Weethoo^toB) 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes.— Xl 
Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Hirt- 
Davies. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  the  third  time." 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  befon  tbe 
Third    Reading  was    taken    he 
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like  to  point  out  that  the  House  was 
in  a  very  unusual  position.  This  was 
a  private  Bill  in  regard  to  which  the 
promoters  agreed  to  a  certain  arrange- 
ment. The  form  of  that  arrangement 
"was  modified  to  suit  the  Gk)vemment 
draftsman,  and  then  a  memher  of  the 
Ctevemment  came  down  to  the  House 
and  objected  to  the  form  in  which  it 
liad  been  put  by  the  Gk)vemment  drafts- 
man and  advised  the  House  not  to 
accept  it.  The  result  was  that  the 
Members  who  were  not  in  the  House 
and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  came 
"to  the  door  of  the  House  when  the 
<livision  was  called  and  asked  which  way 
they  were  to  vote,  and  because  a  member 
of  the  Government,  not  speaking  with 
the  voice  of  the  Government,  came 
<lown  and  said  he  objected  to  this  form, 
they  voted  against  it.  It  showed  the 
utter  absurdity  of  legislating  on  a  Friday 
afternoon.  Here  was  a  point  upon 
which  the  City  Corporation  and  the 
London  County  Council  were  agreed,  yet 
neither  of  those  important  bodies  were 
allowed  to  have  its  way,  because  a 
member  of  the  Government  chose  to 
form  a  private  opinion  and  influenced 
a^sufficient  number  of  his  Party  against 
the  arrangement.  It  would  be  useless 
for  him  to  oppose  the  Third  Reading, 
but  he  trusted  that  in  another  place,  where 
logic  prevailed  and  agreements  were 
respected,  the  Amendment  would  be 
inserted. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

POLICE  SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

As   amended  (by  the   Standing   Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


LAW  OF  DISTRESS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
As  amended   (by  the   Standing   Com- 
mittee ,  considered. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  moved  to  omit 
Clause  1.  He  thought  the  House  ought 
to  know  something  of  the  reasons 
for  it  before  passing  a  Bill  of  this 
kind.     At    the  present  time  a  landlord 


had  power  if  a  tenant  was  in  arrear  to 
seize  any  property  on  the  premises  and 
sell  it  under  distress.    It  was  sometimes 
felt  that  injustice  was  done  where  another 
person  had  goods  in  the  house  of  the 
person  in  arrear  with  his  rent,  because  if 
the    landlord    came    down    and    seized 
those  goods  the  person  to  whom  they 
belonged  must  either  pay  the  rent  or 
allow  his  goods  to  go.     There  was  an 
exception  to  that  rule  in  the  case  of  a 
lodger  who  had  paid  his  rent  up  to  date, 
and  if  the   Bill  only  extended  that  ex- 
ception   in   the    direction    of   its    being 
applied   to  bona    fide  under-tenants  he 
would  not  oppose  it.     The  Bill,  however, 
went  further.     It  exempted  the  property 
of  other  people.     In  the  case  of  a  father 
and  son,  the  latter  was  neither  a  lodger 
nor  an  under-tenant,  but  he  was  living 
in  the  house.     If  his  furniture  was  to  be 
exempt  from  distress  it  might  have  two 
effects.     Such  a  law  would  open  the  door 
to  fraud,  because  the  father  would  be  able 
to  say  the  furniture  belonged  to  his  son 
either  by  purchase  or  by  gift.     That  was 
the    first    objection.     The    second    was 
that  in  every  case  there  would  be  a  great 
temptation  to  say  it  was  harsh  to  the 
stranger    whose    goods    were     on    the 
premises.     That  was  a  misleading  argu- 
ment because  the  persons  really  injured 
by  making  the  law  of  distress  too  easy  as 
in  the  case  of  this  Bill  was  not  the  landlord 
but  the  tenant.     In  the  case  of  owners 
of  large  areas  of  house  property  the  only 
effect  of  exempting  certain  of  the  property 
in  those  houses  from  the  law  of  distress 
would  be  to  make  the  landlord  harsh  in 
his  terms  in  order  to  cover  the  risk.     In 
the  case  of  the  owners  of  small  property, 
and  there  were  many  such  in  this  country, 
who  probably  would  not  be  found  to  act 
harshly,    but    who    might    be     induced 
to  levy  distress  earlier  than  they  other- 
wise would — in  that  case  great  injustice 
would  be  done  to  them  by  taking  away 
the  power  they  now  had,  which  on  the 
whole  had  worked  well,  of  distraining  on 
all  or  any  of  the  goods  on  the  premises 
and  leaving  the  owner  of  them,  who  was 
armed  against  the   man   who   had  dis- 
trained  upon    the    goods,    to    take    his 
remedy.     He  submitted  that  this  altera- 
tion of  the  law,  though  well  meant,  was 
undesirable  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
tenants  and  that  the  law  had  better  be 
left  as  it  now  was.     He  begged  to  move. 
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Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford)  seconded  the  Amendment, 
and  observed  that  the  words  of  the  section 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  quite  clear ; 
they  were  capable  of  creating  con- 
siderable hardship  on  tenants  in  houses 
in  populous  places. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  Clause  1."— 
(3/r.  liawliuson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  to  the  word 
*  lodger,'  in  line  8,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe)  thought  the  House  was 
indebted  to  the  hon.  Members  for 
raising  this  question,  and  it  was  right 
that  they  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  the  matter  discussed,  although 
it  was  thoroughly  discussed  in  Committee. 
The  hon.  and  learned  (Jentleman  had 
correctly  laid  down  that  the  position 
of  a  landlord  as  a  creditor  was  more  favour- 
able than  that  of  a  creditor  in  another 
trade,  because  he  could  take  the  goods 
of  anybody  else  which  he  found  on  his 
premises,  besides  those  of  his  debtor. 
That  had  given  rise  to  great  hardship,  and 
gradually,  wherever  such  a  case  had  arisen 
it  had  been  whittled  away  either  by 
decisions  or  by  statute,  but  those  decisions 
had  been  given  upon  no  general  principle. 
The  special  case  of  hardship  which  led  to 
the  introduction  of  this  Bill  was  that 
of  a  gentleman,  named  Robinson,  who  was 
the  ground  landlord  of  Willis's  Rooms, 
which  he  let  to  a  company  for  a  verv  high 
rent  of  £1,200  or  £1,300  a  year,  and  that 
company  sub-let  a  part  of  the  premises 
as  a  club  to  a  Mr.  Challoner.  One  of  the 
objects  of  the  club  was  to  encourage  the 
sale  of  works  of  art  by  inviting  artists  to 
send  their  pictures  there  in  order  that 
they  might  have  periodical  exhibitions, 
and  then  perhaps  unknown  artists  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  brought  out. 
The  ground  landlord  allowed  the  rent 
of  his  immediate  tenants  to  fall  into  arrear, 
and  of  course  Mr.  Clialloner  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  that.  He  invited  an 
exhibition  of  pictures  at  his  club,  and 
a  nimiber  of  artists  sent  in  their  pictures 
to  the  club.  When  the  exhibition  was  at 
an  end  and  the  owners  were  going  to  take 
their    pictures    away,    down    came    Mr. 


Robinson  and  said  :  *'  I  will  take  evenr 
one  of  these  pictures  for  that  rent  whick, 
by  my  own  negligence,  I  have  allomd 
to  fall  into  arrear,"  and  he  did  so.  Thit 
was  a  great  hardship.  It  was](^im- 
mediately  followed  by  a  similar  case  at  the 
Earl's  Court  Exhibition.  An  exhibitiim 
was  held  there  of  Paris  dresses,  and  a  num- 
ber of  people  sent  models  over  and  ptid 
every  penny  of  the  rent  due  in  respect  of 
their  stalls,  and  when  they  were  going  to 
take  them  away  at  the  end  of  the  exliibi- 
tion  down  came  the  gronnd  landlord  and 
said  he  would  sell  them  all  for  the  rent 
which  he  had  allowed  his  immediate 
tenant  to  fall  in  arrear  with.  Thm 
was  also  an  extraordinary  case 
mentioned  by  the  Attorney  -  Genenl 
during  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  in 
Committee,  of  a  friend  of  his  who  was 
driving  in  his  motor  car  in  the  conntiT. 
It  broke  down,  and  a  kindly  individual 
said  :  "  Put  it  in  my  coach-house  until 
you  have  had  it  mended."  He-  did 
that,  but  when  he  came  back  for  it,  be 
found  that  the  landlord  had  taken  the 
motor  car  in  distress  for  the  rent.  Eveir- 
body  was  agreed  that  some  alteiatioB 
ought  to  be  m  ade  to  prevent  that  sort  of 
thing,  and  the  way  in  which  he  propoied 
to  make  an  alteration  was  to  take  the 
principle  of  the  Lodger's  Goods  Protection 
Act,  which  he  thought  was  a  very  reason- 
able principle.  That  principle  and  the 
principle  of  this  Bill  was  that  each  pe^ 
son's  goods  should  be  liable  for  emy 
penny  which  he  owed  in  req»ct 
of  the  premises,  but  should  not 
be  liable  for  what  was  owed  hr 
anybody  else.  He  had  drafted  d» 
Bill  himself,  but  a  private  Member  was 
not  in  so  favourable  a  position  for  canying 
through  a  Bill  as  the  (Government,  and, 
therefore,  when  one  had  to  carry  a  Bill 
through,  practically  by  common  consent, 
it  must  be  something  which  was  leaDr 
felt  to  be  a  great  hardship.  He  quite 
agreed  to  some  of  his  friend's  observa- 
tions, and  he  had  tried  to  be  very  caiefol 
not  to  open  the  door  to  fraud,  for  can  had 
been  taken  that  the  Bill  was  not  to  he 
made  an  instrument  of  fraud.  One 
foimd  that,  imfortunately,  the  veir 
happy  relationship  of  maziiage  had 
been  made  a  shocking  instrument  ot 
fraud  as  against  creditors,  and,  therefoie, 
he  did  not  allow  a  tenant  whose  rent  vaa 
in  arrears  to  shield  himself  behind  hia 
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wife.  The  clause  had  been  drawn  with 
a  view  to  preventing  in*  any  case  the 
^nant  escaping  from  the  payment  of 
"liis  rent  by  fraud.  He  offered  in  Com- 
'mittee  and  was  willing  now  to  accept 
-any  Amendment  which  was  necessary 
^  make  the  clause  watertight,and  he  saw 
"tli&t  there  were  a  'couple  of  Amendments 
down  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
ior  Kingston.  He  was  not  sure  they 
'were  necessary,  but  he  was  willing  that 
they  should  be  put  in. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mb.  RAWLINSON  said  he 
need  only  formally  move  tha  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper,  in  view  of 
what  the  last  speaker  had  said.  The 
Amendment  dealt  with  the  exemption  of 
certain  goods  from  the  effect  of  the  Act. 
Bills  of  sale  and  hire  purchase  agree- 
ments were  well-known  business  docu- 
ments which  did  not  require  protection. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*•  In  page  2,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  any,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  bill  of  sale,  hire  purchase 
agreement,  or.*  *' — {Mr.  BatoUnaon,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HERBERT  said  he  was  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
did  not  think  the  words  were  necessary, 
but  thev  did  no  harm. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

The  solicitor-general  (Sir  S. 
Evans,  Glamorganshire,  Mid.)  said  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  criticism  as  to 
the  method  of  drafting  a  Bill  by  reference, 
and  he  suggested  that  after  this  Bill 
became  law  the  promoters  should  in- 
<M>rporate  in  one  Act  the  Lodgers  Goods 
Protection  Act,  1871,  and  this  Act,  so 
that  no  reference  need  be  in  this  Act  to 
any  other  Act. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  gathered 
that  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 


Bill  was  prepared  to  insert  the  clause 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hoxton  in  another  place.  Was  that 
sol 

Mr.  HERBERT:  Yes. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


SUMMARY     JURISDICTION      (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  to  leave 
out  from  the  word  ''  where,"  in 
page  1,  line  5,  to  the  word  **  a," 
in  line  6,  and  to  insert  the  words 
* '  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  is 
satisfied  by  evidence  produced  before 
it  that."  The  Bill  as  it  stood  now 
provided  that  where  in  the  opinion 
of  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  a 
married  man  was  an  habitual  drunkard, 
certain  things  might  ensue.  He  pio- 
posed  to  insert  those  words  so  that  it 
would  read  that  when  a  Court  was  satis- 
fied by  evidence  produced  before  it  that 
a  married  man  was  an  habitual  drimkard, 
certain  things  would  ensue.  Consider- 
ing the  large  powers  given  to  a 
Court  if  they  came  to  the  opinion  that  a 
man  was  an  habitual  drunkard,  he 
thought  the  Court,  before  arriving  at 
that  opinion,  should  hear  evidence,  and 
that  the  man  should  be  allowed  to  pro- 
duce evidence  to  prove  that  he  was 
not  an  habitual  drunkard.  Unless 
that  was  done,  injustice  might  arise. 
It  had  always  been  held  that 
a  man  should  be  considered  in- 
nocent until  he  was  proved  guilty. 
If  exceptional  powers  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Court  of 
summary  jurisdiction,  the  onus  of 
proof  should  rest  exactly  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  rested  in  regard  to 
other  offences.  It  might  be  held,  though 
having  consulted  one  or  two  legal  author- 
ities, he  was  not  quite  certain  whether 
it  would  be  so,  that  the  clause  al- 
ready expressed  the  meaning  which 
he  desired  to  see  carried  out.  He  did  not, 
however,  think  that  it  did.  He  had  read 
the  Licensing  Act  of  1892,  which  dealt 
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with  a  similar  case^  and  he  found  theie  a 
form  of  words  inserted  to  ensure  that  the 
Court  would  have  evidence  brought 
before  it.  Even  if  the  clause  did  carry  out 
his  meaning,  he  did  not  think  there  could 
be  any  objection  to  the  alteration  he 
proposed.  It  would  make  it  quite  clear 
that  the  clauses  did  carry  out  the  object 
he  had  in  view.  He  did  not  know  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not 
see  any  of  the  Members  present  whose 
names  were  on  the  back  of  it. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  No  ;  they 
are  not. 

Sir  R  BANBURY  asked  whether  it 
was  in  order  to  move  a  Bill  in  the  absence 
of  those  Members  whose  names  were  on 
the  back  of  it.  He  had  always  understood 
that  under  the  rules  introduced  in  1902, 
the  power  of  moving  a  Bill  was  taken 
away  from  any  Member  of  the  House 
who^  was  not  associated  with  it.  He 
raised  this  as  a  point  of  order. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  has 
been  put.  I  did  not  observe  that  there 
was  no  Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
present.  I  do  not  think  that  anybody 
did  move  the  Bill.  | 

Sir  F.  BANBURY :  Perhaps  I  had  , 
better  move  the  adjournment  of  the  i 
debate. 

I 
I 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  think  the  better 
plan  would  be  to  ask  if  anybody  does  | 
move  this  Order  which   stands  on  the 
Paper.      I  ask  whether  any  hon.  Member  I 
does  move  it.  . 

Mr.  HAZLETON  (Galway,  N.) :  l' 
bet][  to  move.  ! 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members     were     not     present.      House  ' 
counted — 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  not  being 
forty  Members  present,  I  now  leave  the 
Chair  until  such  time  as  there  may  be. 

The  sitting  was  resumed  at  Two 
o'clock,  Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire, 
Mid.)  in  the  Chair. 

Sir  F .  Banbury, 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  whentW 
flitting  was  suspended  he  was  ingi^ 
that  his  Amendment  should  be  adopted, 
in  order  to  ensure  that  a  Court  of  som- 
mary  jurisdiction  should  necessarily  hive 
evidence  before  it  before  branding  a  mu 
as  an  habitual  drunkard.  He  did  not 
wish  to  cast  any  discredit  upon  Conrta  of 
summary  jurisdiction  either  in  Iieliod 
or  any  other  part  of  the  countrj,  but 
merely  to  say,  without  having  it  cletriy 
expressed  in  the  Bill,  that  evidence  should 
be  heard  and  brought  before  the  Ooort 
was  an  erroneous  method  of  procedure 
which  would  not  commend  itself  to  any- 
one. His  Amendment  would  provide 
that  evidence  must  be  brought  before 
the  Court  to  show  whether  or  not  the 
particular  person  charged  was  an  habitual 
drunkard.  The  only  case  which  was  any- 
thing like  a  parallel  was  that  of  the 
Licensing  Act  of  1902  which  contained  a 
paragraph  giving  some  latitude  to  the 
Court,  and  that  proposal  was  modified 
by  the  insertion  of  some  such  words  as  he 
now  proposed  to  insert  in  this  Bill.  Si 
difficulty  was  that  he  did  not  know  vho 
was  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  he  did  not 
even  know  who  was  going  to  replv  to  his 
proposal.    He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  STANIER  (Shropshire,  Newport) 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  where  '  to  the  word  *  a,*  in  line  6»  aad  to 
imsert  the  words  *a  Court  of  aummarj  jaw- 
diction  is  satisfied  by  evidence  produced  befioR 
it  that.'  "— <5ir  F.  Banbury,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  woid* 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

The  solicitor-general  roi 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Redmond  Babbt,  Tr* 
rone,  N.)  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
Amendment  might  well  be  aooepted. 

Mr.  MOONET  (Newij)  protestei 
against  the  Bill  being  proceeded  with  is 
view  of  the  fact  that  of  the  hon.  Hembea 
who  had  placed  their  names  on  the  fasA 
of  it  not  one  had  taken  the  trouble  lo 
attend  the  sitting.  It  was  not  txeatiBg 
the  House  with  respect,  and  he  donbtod 
whether  thev  ought  to  proeead  wiA  tlis 
Bill  under  the  circomstanceB. 
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Mr.  GODFREY  BARING  (Isle  of 
Wight)  thought  the  absence  of  all  the 
hon.  Members  whose  names  appeared  on 
the  back  of  the  Bill  so  extraordinary  a 
circumstance  that  he  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  walker  (Leicestershire,  Melton) 
seconded  the  Motion. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  failed  to  see 
why  the  Rebate  should  be  adjourned. 
The  House  were  fortimate  in  having  the 
presence  of  the  Solicitor-General  for 
Ireland,  and  all  the  hon.  Members  named 
on  the  back  of  the  Bill  were  Unionists, 
with  whose  opinion  upon  any  contro- 
versial point  the  hon.  and  learned  Grentle- 
man  was  not  likely  to  agree.  The  ques- 
tions involved  were  of  a  legal  character. 
If  the  Motion  for  adjournment  were 
carried  it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss 
the  Bill  during  this  session,  and  a  dis- 
cussion of  its  provisions  was  desirable, 
although  he  <£d  not  think  any  hon. 
Member  was  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin 
University)  hoped  the  Motion  for  adjourn- 
ment would  not  be  pressed.  Three  of 
the  four  hon.  Members  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  back  of  the  Bill  were 
unable  to  be  present.  The  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Londonderry  was  attend- 
ing the  annual  training  of  a  regiment  in 
which  he  held  a  commission,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Armagh  was 
engaged  at  the  moment  upon  the  Grand 
Committee  on  the  Irish  University  Bill, 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Down  was 
seriously  ill,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Fermanagh  was  professionally 
engaged  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  (Devonshire,  Tavi- 
stock) thought  it  would  be  a  great 
mistake  if  they  did  not  take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  to  deal  with  the  Bill. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  withdraw 
his  Motion. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  thought  it 
would  be  disastrous  to  adjourn  the  debate 
at  this  stage.  He  was  sure  that  the  hon. 
Member's  Motion  was  not  directed  against 
the  Bill,  and  he  appealed  to  him  to 
allow  it  to  proceed.    The  fact  that  it  was 
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moved  by  a  Member  of  the  Nationalist 
Party  showed  that  the  measure  was  not 
controversial. 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  that  nearly  all 
the  Amendments  were  of  a  purely  legal 
character,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  hon. 
Members  to  discuss  them  without  a 
single  hon.  Member  present  representing 
the  party  who  introduced  the  Bill.  He 
observed  that  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin  had  just  entered  the 
House,  and  that  altered  the  position 
somewhat  and  made  him  rather  inclined 
to  proceed  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GODFREY  BARING  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  ia 
the  Bill. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment designed  to  protect  "  anything 
purchased  by  her  with  such  earnings  or 
property,"  thereby  omitting  the  words^ 
in  the  clause  "  or  directed  by  her  to  be 
purchased."  He  contended  that  the 
inclusion  of  these  words  in  the  clause 
would  lead  to  endless  confusion.  All 
that  was  needed  was  that  a  person  should 
say,  "  I  have  purchased  the  article,  and 
I  pay  for  it  out  of  my  own  money." 

Mr.  STANIER  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  her,'  to  the  woid  '  with  '  in  line  13.*  " 
— (iSir  F.  Banbury,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  MOONEY  asked  whether  the 
Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  accepted 
this  Amendment.  He  thought  the  ^rd» 
were  unnecessary,  and  would  only  lead 
to  complications.  They  raised  the 
whole  question  of  the  law  of  agency 
and  would  lead  to  a  long  legal  argument 
as  to  authority. 
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Mb.  REDMOND  BARRY  thought  that 
the  omission  of  the  words  would  improve 
the  clause 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  the  persons  who 
may  make  an  application  to  the  Court 
are  the  wife  of  the  habitual  drunkard  or 
his  or  her  parent,  child,  brother,  or  sister, 
or  the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  in 
"which  the  alleged  habitual  drunkard 
resides.  He  thought  if  they  exempted 
from  those  who  could  make  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Court  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  county  or  borough  in  which  the 
alleged  habitual  drunkard  resided,  the 
various  other  persons  authorised  by  the 
clause,  namely,  the  wife  of  the  habitual 
drunkard  or  his  or  her  parent,  child, 
brother,  or  sister,  would  be  sufficient 
to  put  the  Bill  in  operation.  Both  sides 
of  the  family  would  be  represented,  and 
the  relieving  officer  of  the  district  would 
also  have  power  to  apply  to  the  Court. 
It  was  right  that  the  relieving  officer 
should  be  included  in  order  that  in  cases 
where  the  wife  had  no  relations  at  all, 
or  none  who  were  willing  to  take  action, 
he  should  be  able  to  step  in  and  assist  her, 
while  at  the  same  time  protecting  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers,  because  the 
habitual  drunkard  would  probably  be  a 
person  who  was  so  spending  his  money 
that  he  might  become  a  burden  on  the 
rates.  The  relieving  officer  would  have 
an  interest  in  seeing  that  the  Act  was 
carried  out,  and  he  supposed  that  was 
the  object  with  which  he  was  put  in. 
The  magistrate  should  not  be  included, 
because  he  was  there  to  administer  the 
law,  and  not  to  act  as  a  policeman 
finding  out  cases  w^hich  could  be  brought 
before  the  Court ;  he  should  be  in  such 
a  posit  ion- as  to  be  regarded  as  absolutely 
impartial.  The  relieving  officer  ha\ing 
been  included  amongst  those  who  might 
a])ply  to  the  Court,  no  injustice  could 
possibly  arise.  He  could  conceive  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  initiating  a  charge 
wli^-h  might  be  brought  before  himself 
in  his  judicial  capacity,  and,  however 
impartially  he  might  act,  his  impartiality 
might  be  doubted  by  people  who  ap- 
peared before  him  on  this  and  other 
charges. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26»  to  leave  out  from  thethiid 
word  '  or  *  to  the  woid  *  the  '  in  p«0»  2,  line  1" 
—{Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Bill." 

Mr.  LUTTRELL  (Devonshire,  Tavi- 
stock) said  that  this  was  a  reasonable 
Amendment.  The  relieving  officer  was  not 
to  be  empowered  to  act  on  his  own 
authority.  He  was  only  to  act  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 
board  of  guardians.  That  being  so,  the 
officer  might  safely  be  allowed  to  carry 
out  what  might  be  in  many  cases  a  veij 
disagreeable  piece  of  work. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  thought 
the  Amendment  a  reasonable  and  proper 
one.  It  was  a  pity  that  they  should 
impose  on  justices  of  the  peace  duties 
whach  were  not  magisterial.  Thev 
should  be  kept  to  their  own  proper 
functions,  and  it  was  no  part  of  their 
functions  to  pay  inquisitorial  visits  to 
houses  in  the  districts  where  they  had 
jurisdiction. 

Mr.  MOONEY  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  the  power  given 
by  the  Bill  would  have  to  be  brought 
into  force  occasionally  at  very  short 
not  ice.  The  circumstances  of  cases  would 
require  that  action  should  not  be  delayed. 
Prompt  action  would  have  to  be  taken, 
and  the  fact  that  the  relieving  officer 
could  only  act  on  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  guardians  in  making  applica- 
tion to  the  Court  would  mean  that  in 
many  cases  delays  which  ought  to  be 
avoided  would  occur. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  it  woold 
be  perfectly  easy  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  acting  by  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  guardians'*  at  the  end  of  Ai 

subsection. 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  he  was  onlr 
dealing  with  the  Amendment  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  moved.  There  weie 
many  cases  where  for  variona  leaeniiii 
although  an  Order  of  the  Court  oa^t 
to  be  obtained  by  the  relatives  of  the 
habitual  drunkard,  they  would  hciitite 
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ply  to  the  Court,  and  the  getting  i 
)f  the  relieving  officer  might  not  be 
sy  matter,  especially  if  he  could 
act  on  the  direction  of  the  board 
.rdians.  He  believed  persons  holding 
ommission  of  the  peace  were  fit 
roper  persons  to  receive  the  power 
sed  to  be  conferred  upon  them. 
B  Bill  were  passed,  he  believed  a 
•ity  of  the  applications  would  be 
by  the  magistrates,  and  not  by 
^lieving  officers  gr  the  relatives. 

.  HAZLETON,  in  opposing  the 
.dment,  asked  the  House  to  re- 
)er  that  the  Bill  had  been  carefully 
lered  by  the  Committee,  who, 
ight  be  presumed,  had  good 
1  for  leaving  in  the  words  which 
ion.  Baronet  proposed  to  omit. 
Amendment,  in  his  opinion, 
I  seriously  weaken  the  Bill,  and 
.  the  good  effect  it  was  likely  to 
The  relieving  officer  was  often 
T  busy  man  whose  time  was  occupied  | 
other  duties.  It  had  been  pointed 
hat  the  officer  could  only  act  by 
ion  of  the  board  of  guardians,  and 
the  relatives  in  such  cases  would 
ite  to  apply  to  the  Court.  It  was  i 
sary,  therefore,  that  the  justices 
.e  peace  should  have  power  to  act 
ingir.g  cases  before  the  Court. 

.  REDMOND  BARRY  hoped  the 
idment  would  not  be  pressed  to  a 
on.     In  any  case  where  a  magistrate 


took  the  initiative,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  case. 
On  the  whole  it  was  very  desirable 
that  the  words  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  SLOAN  appealed  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. There  were  scores  of  cases 
in  which  the  power  conferred  by  the 
clause  would  not  be  exercised  by  the 
relatives  or  the  relieving  officer,  and  it 
was,  therefore,  desirable  that  the  magis- 
trates should  have  power  to  take  the 
initiative. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  regarded 
the  Amendment  as  important.  He 
pointed  out  that  even  if  a  magistrate  did 
not  adjudicate  in  a  case  which  he  had 
himself  initiated,  it  would  come  before 
his  brother  magistrates,  while  cases  which 
they  had  initiated  would  come  before  him. 
He  did  not  think  that  would  affect  the  im- 
partiality of  the  magistrates  in  any  way,, 
but  people  sitting  in  Court  who  saw  the 
magistrates  acting  as  prosecutors  in 
some  cases  and  as  judges  in  others  would 
be  inclined  to  say  that  there  might  be 
bias  in  dealing  with  the  charges.  It  was 
in  order  that  that  suspicion  might  be 
avoided  that  he  moved  the  Amendment* 
He  was  not  in  any  way  hostile  to  the  Bill ; 
he  was  endeavouring  to  improve  it  be- 
cause he  wanted  it  to  be  a  success. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  116;  Noea 
(Division  List  No.  163.) 
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A.  Acland  (Christchurch ) 

5,Godfrey(l8le  of  Wight) 

IT,  Percy  (Bedford 

8,  G.  N. 

Q,  Rowland  Hirst 

.Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 

.  W.  P. 

W.(T'wVH'mlet8,S.Geo.) 

Dn.  A.  C.  F. 

,  John 

.  William  Pollard 

ron,  Robert 

ham,  John  Frederick 

id,  J.  W. 

h,  William 

s,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancraa,W 

)n,  Thomas  Joseph 

r,  G.  J. 

tt.C  H  (Su88ex,E.Grinst*d 

,  Eii^ne 

:8  William 

ian,  J. 

n,  Joseph 

Mon,W.H.(St.P*ncras.N.) 

,A.   Edward   (Camborne) 
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Elibank,  Master  of 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Goddard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Halpin,  J. 

Hardie,J.Keir(Merth\T  Tydvil) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hart-Davies.  T. 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hifiham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart.  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse.  Charles  E.  H. 
Hooper.  A.  Ci. 
Homiman,  Emslic  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddi^on 
Idris,  T.  H.  W 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon  Sir  John  H. 
Laidlaw,  Robert 

2  R 


Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lundon,  W. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald.J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeigh,Charle8  (Donegal, E.> 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Killop.  W. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Meehan, Francis  E.(Leitrira,  N.  ) 

Menzies,  Walter 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Morrell,  Philip 

Mumaghan,  George 

Nannetti,  Joseph  JP. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,    Bassetlaw) 

Nicholson, Charles  N(DoncastV 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
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I'm.     hniiMin  \  StiiMiM.  It.  S.  (Milt*  Kn<i)                Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Puun^. S.) 

Ill  ilil\ .  M  Sti-iniNN.  I*:.  A.  (AI>iiiK<lon)             Wilson,  W.  T.  (We«rhoach:ca) 

IIi.ImJmIi-    I<'    N  TrtiiiMUt.  II.  .1,  (IWrwiokHbiro)      Winfrey.  R. 

n>«lM<ii.)  U)'Ml«>u|t   (l.iiiciilii)  I 'nuHur.  <i.  U.(NVolvcr1mmvton    Wood.  T.  M'Kinnon 

I;.>Im-iI -.  <,'    II   iNnnutli)  ,    rntnkinNoii.  *lAim«M                         Younger,  George 

lli«i-  .'Ui  riutititku  Vriiu\v.  K.  NV. 

H«>\^t>i«Ml-  .1  !  WiilkiM-,  11.  IV  U.  (UMoostor)       TzLLXBa  TOB  THX  Ate.— Mr. 

UndM-iltiMl.  \    II   (nivnUoith  WiutuM.  TluiiunN  Tourtonay.T.         Sloan  and  Sir.  HazieanL 

Ni^KS. 

\ti  Miiiliii  t  ji  i\    Mit«'t  I'Vn.  \iihur  Randies,  Sir  John  Srzma. 

\>  U\\i  Ik  Ik    iiOut  .s«  inlti>)v  ^;\uvh.Uourv  v^ilud  ^IVvkhAm^     Schvann.C.  Doncan  Sthe 

IS. I    .11.      I  .'»xt  iJiviiou.  John  Staveley-Hill.Henr^  S»ajfHL 

l».iii»    11    r  yl  i.i\shM(Uvu\.  N  ^    \;iiunu*<ix.  W.khii  KkU;«t\i  Tuke.  Sir  John  Barr- 

lJ..n..t,i   s.i    Viihiu  MiM.  Su  I'h'itu'tu 

r..«t.  .    ^.    x«»N%iu  KiinU^r.  Sir  Hi'Utv  TK!  LKKS    FOR    THE    3«'E5.— 

\  *•.  *-    Ki    UoM  .*    U    M  l.uix>Ko\,i;    K    *  Sir  Frederick  SamnEr  iBi 

M,'    I  ..-xi  »v.J.ii  r   ivMx*\  I  MM rvll.  Hv^h  bVwuo*  Mr.  Stanier. 

>i^    K     liWlU  K\    v\s»\cxl    u*  U\k\o        Qu<*rvr.   "^That  the   word     »r    * 
X '•,*  ^\v'«\'.v  ■   ,iv ;  l»\   r.'.o  vv.*.\v::o*-    rhen?  :rj«rwi'^  pat,  and  nes*E7w«-. 

•'.       ^-     \'.^v    .'     <-i-vvt-i    "\-r    "o:    .\^.  ^.^.^:.j    "^jr  thing'*  from  T)?    -.ms 

'  "^       '"      ^*^^^'      '     'V^r      *"^\     *"    -.^V.y     .7jL.7i:*Hi    penalties     -cl    -vsai 
V     •    ..  -^v  .   .o:  •vv-v.4-,n:  ■  V  Ax.-o.i:.c     .^^^      ^^^^      ^^^j.    ^j^jj^     .,_ 

"'      '    "'  •'■    a:  -    Twcwn.  animal,  or 

\  •*.\»"vcvi>-  lA**^"?*i  Titf  ire  or  limb  oi  :jr" 

.     .    ,.     '       u    .,       •    .  .%■  V    *  'r:-     V.  >..*.7%^i  Tie    lOll,  Mid  le 

•     '*     '*     ' '^    • ''     *     '^    *^''^"*'  **  *'•■**""    -!t«  >\-iLv'Tyr^--n?tienil   for  Imam^ 

V  *>ttf  X'  f:c3iiun  \That  waa  Ta 
x'     *       ■     ••'*■   x^v"  V  ••»        H»   w."*!^      -.     -ty     yriSTL    *  "hilXM.''      He 

•    •  vv     •     \     ■  <v  .-.  .V-.    '.  *«C*.r.  v-r  V  .0«r  tji  .uid  sa^'  ~*s-kii]ii.^Bar 

\,     c-   '\'*\  '    c  ^c\'*-    >,,  :       >  ,.     •..'.'     ^--    tr    sometfainii     nuvvv.    t 

^  ,       .    .,     ..  •..-^.•>i  -rtii  uHHinuu  ouiEhx  -r    »-   ^smf 

»     ,.      ...  ,>,     ,.       .-->>»,-;.     "£*  ud  :ievipr  aaHic   L:•a^ 

.    ,.   .  ,  ^  .  >,      ;  ^-       ".-■■.•:.•:-•—  v*tin»,  uid  ?a 

.^>^  -^    .     ..^   X  ■      a:vc^  7«L-ii    xncerGBiz: 

•..-•    ■".    d"  ••v"-4jn"  "o  s«e.     Off  :»- 
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4md  ought  to  be  limited  iu  some  way  or 
another. 

Amendment   proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  or  thing.*  ''—{Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  th  e  words 

*  or  thing  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  REDMOND  BARRY  thought 
that  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
was  very  plain,  and  it  should  have 
the  very  widest  scope  possible.  He  was 
unable  to  give  a  comprehensive  definition 
of  the  words  "  or  thing,"  but  they  were 
obviously  intended  to  meet  every  con- 
ceivable case  where  a  person  got  drunk 
when  in  charge  of  timber,  animals, 
motor  cars,  bicycles,  or  anything  else. 
The  word  "  thing  "  itself  was  to  be  often 
ioimd  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  these 
words  should  remain  in '  the  Bill  unless 
a  more  definite  phrase  was  discovered. 

Mr.  STAVELE  Y-HILL  said  that  under 
the  clause  as  it  stood  it  might  be  made 
a   criminal  offence  for  a  person  to  be 


I  drunk  in  charge  of  a  parcel,  a  fishing 
rod,  or  a  walking  stick. 

Mr.  SLOAN  thought  they  might 
accept  the  Amendment  if  they  could  dis- 
cover some  other  words  more  definite  to 
•  put  in  the  place  of  "  thing."  They  should 
have  as  wide  a  word  as  possible  to  carry 
out  the  intention  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill ;  and  he  would  rather  have 
the  vague  phrase  than  none  at  all. 

Mr.  HAZLETON  hoped  that  the 
Solicitor  -  General  for  Ireland  would 
not  agree  to  the  Amendment.  The 
important  question  was  that  a  person 
endangered  the  life  or  limb  of  another 
person,  no  matter  what  he  was  in  charge 
of.  If  any  more  suitable  word  could 
be  found,  let  it  be  brought  up  in  another 
place,  but  he  hoped  the  present  word 
would  be  retained  at  this  stage. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  *or 
thing '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  124  ;  Noes, 
32.     (Division  List  No.  164.) 


Allen,A.AoIand  (Christchurch) 
Anstmther-Gray.  Major 
Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Barran.  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry, Redmond  J. (Tyrone,  N.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Benn.W.(Tw*rHamlet8,S.Geo. 
Brigg,  John 

Bruiiner,J  F.L.(I^ne8., Leigh) 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
-Cameron,  Robert 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Collin8,SirWm.J.(S.Pancras,W 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH(Su8sex,E.Grin8tM 
Cox,  Harold 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crooks,  William 
CuUinan,  J. 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dickin8on,W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Elibank,  Master  of 
lEsslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Findlay.  Alexander 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Oill,  A.  H. 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Halpin,  J. 

Hardie,J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Harrington,  Timothy 


AYES. 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  H. 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Law,  Hugh  A.(Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Limdon,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(FalkirkB'gh8) 

Macphcrson,  J.  T. 

MacVeigh,C'harle8(Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morrison- Bell,  Captain 

Mumaghan,  George 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Nicholson,Charle8N.(Donca8t'r 

Norton,  Capt.  Ocil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

2  R  2 


O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Perks,  Sir  Robert  William 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberto,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,HerbertL.(Cleveland) 

Schwann,  C.  Dimcan  (Hyde) 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (I^itrim,  S. ) 

Snowden,  P. 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thome,G.R.(Wolverhampton) 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wa8on,JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 

White.  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
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WTiite,  Luke  (York.  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
AVhitley.Johu  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wil8on,Hcnry  J.(York,  W.R.) 


{Ireland)  Sitt. 


U» 


Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry.N.) 
Bignokl,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Cecil,  EveljTi  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E. ) 
Craig,Captain.Tames(Down,E. ) 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Fell,  Arthur 


Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

NOES. 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gooch,Henrj'Cubitt(Peckham ) 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Etlward 

Helmslev,  Viscount 

Hill,  Sir'Clement 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

Kimber,  Sir  Henrv 

I^ne-Fox.  G.  R.  ' 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 


Tellers  fob  tiie  Ates.— Mr. 
Hazleton  and  Mr.  Sloan. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  moved  to 
amend  Clause  10  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "appears  to  be  thought  to  be," 
and  inserting  the  word  "  is."  He  had 
moved  a  similar  Amendment  to  Clause 
1,  earlier  in  the  day,  and  that  Amend- 
ment was  accepted.  This  Amendment 
he  had  taken  from  the  Act  of  1902, 
and     he    was    certain     that    he  would 


i  Mooney.  J.  J. 
■  Morpeth.  Viscount 
I  Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
I  Rawlinfiun. John  FredericklVeT 
Stanier,  Beville 
Talbot.  Lord  £.  (Ghichester) 
Valeutia.  ViRcount 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,^.) 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes— Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
Staveley-Hill. 

Those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  dis- 
cussions which  had  taken  place  on  the 
Licensing  Acts  would  know  that  there 
had  been  endless  litigation  with  legaid 
to  whether  there  was  anv  previous  know- 
ledge. This  would  be,  he  thought,  a  very 
severe  law  indeed,  because  it  would  impose 
the  penalty  of  imprisonment  upon  any 
member  of  the  public  who,  without  know- 


receive  the  support  of  hon.  Members  '  ing  the  condition  of  the  man,  gave  drink 
from  Ireland,  because  by  the  Amend-  or  supplied  it  to  a  man  who  had  already 
ment  he  was  endeavouring  to  put  Ireland  {  had  more  than  enough.     It  was  not  always 


on  the  same  footing  as  England.  Clause 
2  of  the  Act  of  1902  was  practically 
identical   with   this   clause,   and  related 

1 0  persons  being  found  drunk  in  charge  of  a 
child,  and  who  might  be  apprehended  if 
the  child  was  under  that  age, 
to  move. 

Mr.  mooney  expressed  the  hope  that 
this  Amendment  would  be  accepted  by 
the  Committee.  He  therefore  begged 
to  second  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  appears  to  be  thought  to  be,'  and  insert  the 
word  *  is.'  " — {Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

^^"-  Mr.  mooney  hoped  the  Amendment 

Mr.    REDMOND    BARRY   agreed    ^vould  be  accepted.    He  did  not  think  the 

with  the  Amendment.  I  promoters  of  the  Bill  could  refuse  it.    The 

Amendment  agreed  to.  clause,  as  it  stood,  was  of  a  most  penal 

Mr.     JAMES    CAMPBELL    said    he  '  <^haracter.     The  Court,  he  thought,  should 

wished  to  move  as  an  addition  to  Clause  ,  always  take  evidence   on   the  point  of 

11  words  which  would  prevent  the  appli-  \  whether  the  man  if  hedidnotknowongte 
cation  of  the  extraordinary  provisions  .' to  have  kno\\Ti.  While  he  was  anxJons  to 
in  that  section  to  an  innocent  person.  !  assist  the  Bill  and  help  it  through,  he 
If  hon.  Members  looked  at  thecrlausethev    thought     the     Amendment    should   he 


easy  to  determine  when  a  man  was 
drunk.  Some  men  could  conceal  that 
fact  with  much  greater  skill  than 
others.  It  would  be  a  vety  great  in- 
justice indeed  if  any  man  should  be 
He  begged  ,  deemed  guilty  of  this  ofEence  unless  he 
knew  or  ought  to  have  known  the  con- 
dition of  the  man.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  he  desired  to  insert  these  words. 
It  was  a  proper  Amendment  and  should 
meet  the  object  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill.  As  the  clause  now  stood,  if  A  had 
supplied  B  or  assisted  B  to  get  drink, 
and  B  was  drunk  at  the  time,  althon^ 
A  did  not  know  it,  a  conviction  must 
follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  He  begged 
to  move. 


would  find  that  it  cxeated  a  new  and  rather 
novel  offence.  It  made  it  an  ofEence  for 
anv  person  to  aid  or  abet  any  man  who 
was  already  drmik  to  get  drink,  or  to  aid 


accepted,  and  therefore  seccmded  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  At  the  end  of  ClauBe  11,  to  add  tlw  mdi 
'  Provided    always    that    no 


or  abet  that  man  in  consuming  that  drink,  j  liable  to  be  convicted  uodnr 


ahdl  b> 
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-the  Court  is  satisfied  that  he  knew  or  ought 
to  have  known  the  condition  of  the  person  in 
connection  with  whom  the  charge  is  brought.'  " 
— (Jfr.  James  Campbell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincoln) 
said  he  certainly  hoped  this  Amendment 
would  not  be  accepted.  Over  and  over 
again  Judges  had  alluded  to  the  word 
**  knowingly,"  and  had  described  it  as  a 
word  put  into  an  Act  to  make  a  law  a 
dead  letter.  There  was  a  difference  in  the 
Amendment,  which  proposed  that  it 
should  be  necessary  to  prove  knowledge 
to  exist,  or  if  it  did  not  exist  that  it  ought 
to  have  existed.  But  the  difl&culty  of 
proving  knowledge  was  always  very  great, 
and  for  that  reason  he  hoped  these  words 
would  be  excluded.  If,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  one  person  supplied  drink  to  another 
while  the  other  person  was  drunk  it 
ought  to  be  sufficient  when  the  fact  was 
■established  m  the  Courts  to  secure  a 
conviction.  He  therefore  hoped  that 
the  Solicitor- General  for  Ireland  would 
resist  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  as  a 
friend  of  the  Bill,  hoped  the  Sohcitor- 
<3eneral  would  accept  the  Amendment.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  what  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  licensing  law  might  be  in 
the  future,  but  he  asked  those  who,  like 
himself,  desired  to  see  this  Bill  become 
law  not  to  put  in  its  way  any  unnecessary 
obstacles. 

Mr.  REDMOND  BARRY  said  he  was 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lincoln,  that  there  should  be 
no  escape  for  a  man  who  assisted  an 
actually  drunken  person  to  obtain  drink. 
but  there  were  occasions,  as  theri^ht  hon. 
Member  for  the  Dublin  University  said, 
when  a  man  who  did  this  could  not  know 
tha.t  the  man  was  drunk.  He  thought 
the  words  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
an  improvement  to  the  clause,  and  he  did 
not  think  they  would  aid  any  man  to 
escape  conviction.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  such  a  case  should  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill,  and  he  therefore 
supported  the  proposed  Amendment, 
because  it  would  prevent  a  man  morally 
innocent  from  being  penalised  by  the 
<^ourt. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) 
thought    it   desirable    the    Amendment 


should  be  accepted.  His  view  was  very 
much  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  Mem- 
ber for  Lincoln  was  against  it.  They  all  had 
a  high  respect  for  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Member,  but  on  this  question  he  generally 
found  it  safe  to  oppose  what  the  hon. 
Member  favoured.  According  to  the 
Report  on  the  Metropolitan  Police,  there 
were  various  stages  of  drunkenness,  and 
it  was  plain  that  the  last  degree  of 
drunkenness  might  be  consistent  with  its 
being  quite  invisible  to  an  ordinary 
spectator.  As  the  clause  at  present 
stood,  anybody  who  aided  and  abetted 
a  iman  who  was  not  sober  to  get 
drink  committed  a  criminal  offence, 
and  if  a  man  who  was  not  quite  sober 
went  into  a  public-house,  and  a  friend 
of  his  ordered  him  a  glass  of  beer,  and 
another  person  induced  the  publican  to 
supply  it,  they  were  guilty  of  a  criminal 
offence,  although  they  might  not  know 
that  the  man  was  not  quite  sober. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  he  most  heartily  supported  this 
Amendment.  There  was  always  a  danger 
of  temperance  measures  being  lost  by 
intemperate  action  on  the  part  of  its 
supporters.  If  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
land, whose  Bill  this  was,  were  satisfied, 
why  should  anyone  else  object  ?  It  was 
enough  to  make  Unionists  turn  Home 
Rulers  when  they  found  that  Irishmen 
were  not  allowed  to  settle  these  matters 
for  themselves.  The  late  Solicitor- 
General  spoke  of  a  man  being  drunk 
without  anyone  knowing  it.  There  were 
many  people  who  were  drunk  from  time 
to  time  all  their  lives  without  anyone 
else  knowing  it.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  follow  the  ad\4ce  given  by  the 
Front  Benches  and  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

♦Mr.  HAZLETON  said  that,  unlike  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebone, 
he  supported  the  Amendment  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  Member  for  Lincoln  was 
aeainst  it.  He  quite  admitted  that  the 
word  *'  knowingly  "  was  a  word  to  be 
fought  shy  of  in  this  Bill,  but  it  was  a 
word  that  was  not  going  to  be  in  this  Bill. 
The  words  '*  ought  to  have  known " 
provided  a  safeguard  against  any  possible 
danger  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  have 
in  his  mind.  If  the  Court  knew  that  the 
man  was  drunk  it  would  assume,  unless 
there  were  some  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstanceSy    that   the  friend  ought  to 
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have  known  he  was  drunk.     He  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  be  accepted. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  had  intended 
to  move  an  Amendment  on  similar  lines 
to  this  clause,  but  not  having  his  right 
hon.  friend's  knowledge  of  the  law  he 
had  again  to  refer  to  the  Act  of 
1902,  and  he  was  faced  with  the 
fact  that  in  that  Act  Clause  7  was 
identical  with  Clause  11  of  this  Bill. 
He  therefore  thought  he  ought  not  to 
move  an  Amendment  which  would  place 
Ireland  iu  a  superior  position  to  England 
with  regard  to  the  law.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had,  however,  come  forward  and 
moved  the  Amendment  which  he  would 
have  liked  to  have  seen  moved  to  the 
Act  of  1902,  and  that  being  so,  although 
it  placed  Ireland  in^a  superior  position, 
he  should  support  it. 

ViscouxT  MORPETH  (Birmingham,  S.) 
said  he  desired  to  support  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lincoln  in  this  matter. 
Wherever  there  was  restriction  there 
must  be  danger  of  evasion,  and  the 
diffujulties  that  arose  from  evasion. 
What  the  House  had  to  consider  before 
they  passed  a  restrictive  measure  was 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  do  so, 
having  regard  to  the  dangers  which 
accompanied  it.  This,  in  his  opinion, 
was  the  best  (course  for  temperance 
legislation  to  take.  Although  much 
might  be  done  in  different  ways,  the  best 
way  was  to  penalise  the  drunkard.  He 
thought  the  Amendment  was  extremely 
widely  worded.  Not  only  were  some 
people  when  in  d  ink  much  more  notice- 
able than  others,  but  there  were  some 
very  absent-minded  people,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say  whether  a  person  knew 
or  should  have  known  that  a  man  was 
drunk.  The  only  thing  to  do  was  to 
take  evidence  as  to  whether  the  man 
was  drunk  or  not,  and  not  to  take  the 
opinion  of  a  person  as  to  whether  they 
knew  he  was  drunk  or  not. 

Mr.  guy  BARING  (Winchester) 
said  that  many  persons  in  the  House 
thought  it  was  a  pity  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment. On  this  occasion  he  regretted 
that  he  must  differ  from  his  hon.  friend. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Lincoln  went 
to  a  division  he  should  support  him. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  said  he  was 
.strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  which  was 
Mr.  Ilazleton. 


very  badly  needed.-  He  lemembered 
that  when  the  present  Oppositioii  occu- 
pied the  benches  opposite  a  somewhat 
similar  Bill  found  great  favour  with  them, 
and  he  asked  hon.  Members  to  give  war 
upon  this  matter.  He  did  not  think 
they  proposed  or  wished  that  any  penoa 
should  incur  liabilities  under  Claiue  II 
if  in  fact  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  man  with  lefezence  to 
whom  he  was  charged.  He  was  sue  no 
hon.  Gentleman  would  say  in  such  a  case 
that  a  man  ought  to  be  convicted,  but  he 
must  be  if  the  clause  was  left  as  it  wu, 
because  if  all  that  could  be  proved  was 
that  A  was  drunk  in  fact  and  that  B, 
whether  he  knew  it  or  not,  was  supplying 
or  assisting  him  in  getting  drunk,  and  if 
B  knew  nothing  of  the  drunken  condi- 
tion of  A,  it  would  be  wrong  that  he 
should  incur  criminal  liability  in  respect 
of  that  act.  He  wished  to  prevent  that 
liability  attaching  in  any  case  in  which 
the  Court  was  satisfied  that  the  man  did 
not  in  fact  know  the  condition  of  the- 
person  in  connection  with  whom  he  was 
charged.  He  suggested  to  hon.  Members 
opposite  that  tiiey  were  doing  more 
harm  than  good  if  they  would  not  give 
way  on  a  reasonable  proposition  of  that 
kind,  which  he  himself  had  moved  with  the 
direct  object  of  facilitating  the  progress  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  SLOAN  hoped  hon.  Membexs 
opposite  would  wiljidraw  their  oppoai- 
tion.  The  necessity  for  the  Amend- 
ment was  very  great ;  the  Bill  had  been 
on  the  verge  of  passing  once  befoie  in 
that  House,  and  they  did  not  want  t<^ 
see  it  destroyed  now. 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  said  he 
still  thought  it  would  be  better  not  to 
have  these  words  in,  but  he  would  not 
press  his  oppontion  in  view  of  what  had 
been  said. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  his  Ameod- 
ment  was  a  matter  of  teehnieal 
detail  in  Clause  13.  What  he 
objected  to  in  the  dauae  was  that 
they  should  compel  a  wife  to  give 
evidence  against  a  hnabandt  and  he 
thought  the  House  would  agree  with  Um 
that  that  was  a  good  general  woddnf 
rule  of  jurispru&nce.  The  evik^ « 
forcing  a  woman  to  give  evidisnioa  against 
her  husband  were  well  known.    It  thaf 
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succeeded  in  forcing  such  evidence  they 
put  a  husband  or  a  wife  in  a  very  awk- 
waid  position,  and  either  they  had  to 
commit  perjury,  which  was  the  more 
frequent  result,  or  they  were  very  un- 
willing to  have  the  truth  dragged  out  of 
them,  and  then  it  was  difficult  to  know 
how  far  they  were  keeping  to 
the  facts.  Unless  there  was  some 
special  cause  why  this  evil  practice 
^ould  be  allowed  to  exist  in  the 
Bill,  he  felt  that  the  promoters  might 
fairly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
should  omit  the  words  in  question.  The 
more  often  a  clause  of  this  kind  was  in- 
cluded, the  more  and  more  would  it 
become  a  customary  clause.  He  moved 
his  Amendment. 

Mr.  MOONEY  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. He  thought  the  old  practice 
of  a  wife  not  being  allowed  to  give  evidence 
against  her  husband,  or  a  husband 
against  his  wife,  ought  to  be  adhered  to. 
There  was  no  necessity  whatever  for 
husband  or  wife  to  be  made  a  com- 
pellable witness.  They  had  given  power 
to  a  very  large  number  of  people  to  give 
evidence  before  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  ;  they  had  the  relatives  of 
the  person  charged,  the  legal  officer,  and 
others,  and  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  necessary  evidence 
would  be  forthcoming  without  breaking 
through  the  old  and  sound  rule  of  English 
law  that  a  wife  should  not  give  evidence 
against  her  husband  or  a  husband  against 
his  wife.  He  thought  the  Bill  would  be 
quite  as  strong  without  these  words,  if  it 
was  simply  provided  that  a  husband  or  a 
wife  should  be  a  competent  witness. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  It  page  4,  line  8,  to  omit  the  words  *  and 
gave  when  a  defendant  a  compellable.* "  — ( J/r. 
Bawlinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  REDMOND  BARRY  said  that 
the  intention  of  Clauses  1  and  2  was 
mutually  to  protect  husband  and  wife, 
and  justice  would  be  secured  if  it  would  be 
possible  for  a  husband  or  a  wife  to  come 
forward  and  give  evidence  if  it  was  his 
or  her  own  wish  to  do  so,  but  he  thought 
it  was  imdesirable  to  force  it  upon  either 


the  one  or  the  other.    He  would,  there- 
fore, agree  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  was  not 
hostile  to  the  Bill,  and  they  had  had  an 
extremely  useful  and  businesslike  dis- 
cussion ;  they  had  made  a  large  number 
of  Amendments,  all  of  which  would  lead 
to  the  useful  working  of  the  Bill  when  it 
became  an  Act,  but  he  would  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  his  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  Marylebone  to  the  fact 
that  in  that  House  they  had  made  a  large 
number  of  useful  Amendments,  and  that 
while  the  Bill  was  upstairs  in  Committee 
all  these  Amendments  were  untouched.  It 
was  often  said  that  when  a  Bill  had  been 
considered  upstairs  it  was  almost  like 
sacrilege  for  any  hon.  Member  downstairs 
to  presume  to  amend  it.  If  they  had 
followed  that  argument  they  would  not 
have  made  all  these  useful  Amendments 
to  this  Bill,  and  what  had  taken  place 
that  afternoon  was  an  object  lesson 
to  the  Government  and  to  the  House  as 
showing  that  the  proper  place  for  all 
these  Committee  Amendments  was  in 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


EDUCATION      (LOCAL       AUTHORITIES) 
BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered. 

*The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCA- 
TION  (Mr.  McKiNNON  Wood,  Glasgow, 
St.  Rollox)  said  he  wished  to  add  a 
clause  which  was  entirely  non-contro- 
versial, and  wliich  would  be  of  great 
administrative  convenience.  It  did  not 
touch  the  question  of  elementary  educa- 
tion at  all,  but  only  dealt  with  the 
powers  in  regard  to  higher  education 
of  the  authorities  mentioned  [in 
Part  II.  of  the  Act  of  1902.  It  had  been 
found  that  there  were  so  many  cases  in 
which  the  authorities  found  it  convenient 
to  join  together  in  the  administration  of  a 
school  or  college  that  there  were  many 
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places  in  which  it  was  done,  but  express 
legal  sanction  to  do  so  would  be  a  great 
advantage.  At  present  in  such  cases 
<lifliculties  arose  with  regard  to  the 
auditing  of  accounts,  and  when  those  diffi- 
culties arose  difficulties  also  arose  in  regard 
to  the  payment  of  grants.  The  matter 
was  not  one  on  which  there  w^as  likely  to 
be  any  difference  of  opinion,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  assent  to  the  clause 
which  he  ventured  to  move. 

New  Clause* — 

•'  To  add  the  following  clause  :  *  For  the 
purpose  of  establishing  or  maintaining  any 
school  or  college  which  any  council  have  )>ower 
to  establish  or  maintain  under  Part  II.  of 
the  Education  Act,  liM)2,  the  council  may 
agree  to  unite  with  any  other  council  having 
])owers  under  that  Part  of  that  Act,  upon  such 
t*'rms  as  to  payment,  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  body  of  managers,  and  otherwise,  as  may 
bt»  thought  jiroi>er.*  " — {Mr.  McKinnon  Wood.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed' 
**That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  that,  as 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  the  clause 
ho  had  moved  was  wholly  alien  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.     MrKINNOX    WOOD  :      I    did 

nt»t   make  that  statement  :      I  think  it 
is  verv  i^ermane  to  the  i)urposes  of  this 

Bill.  ' 

LoRP  BAL(\\RRES  said  the  Bill 
before  the  House  was  the  delectation 
clause  of  the  Bill  of  HK)(i.  It  was  called 
the  delegation  clause  iu  the  maririnal 
note,  and  it  dealt  solely  with  elementary 
eilucatitui,  and  the  promoter  of  this 
Bill  had  followed  that  clause  scrupulously, 
nor  chanjiiuij  a  single  word  in  the  intro- 
diictiiMi.  except  two  or  three  things 
II'*  e^sary  owiui:  to  the  Bill  being  dealt 
with  ill  isolation.  In  his  Memorandum 
he  >tati^l  >|Hvitically  that  the  Bill  applied 
to  elementary  education  alone,  and 
i:ow  the  (inverumeiit  came  forward 
i. "d  introduced  what  seemed  to  be  rather 
avi  t>l»jecti!>iiable  thiu'^.  viz..  an  A  mend - 
ii>'iit  !»f  the  main  Act  of  Uh)2  dealinii 
with  M'coiularv  education,  training 
ci»!leL;eN.  ar.d  >o  on.  whii  h  wa«i  wholly 
d>ti!;ct  from  the  Hil!  of  UHUi.  which 
ii.  it-ielt  was  no  doul»t  a  virtual  rewal 
of   the    Alt    of    UM)L\     He   h.ad    jlo    i>Ar- 
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at  all  acquainted  with  local  education 
authorities  knew  perfectly  well  thit 
what  was  proposed  in  thu  clause  had 
already  been  carried  into  effect  in  certain 
places.  He  did  not  know  what  counties 
had  difficulties  about  their  audits,  but 
the  whole  question  of  joint  audits  was 
settled  by  the  clause  dealing  with  co- 
ordination and  co-operation  in  the  Act 
of  1902.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  assured 
him  that  some  question  of  audit  had 
arisen  which  had  produced  an  impam 
between  two  local  authorities  maintain- 
ing jointly  a  hostel,  training  college^ 
or  teachers'  centre,  he  would  bow  to 
his  statement,  but  he  would  point  out 
with  all  respect  that  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  Act  of  1902  that  such  a  condition 
had  arisen,  but  the  fault  of  one  or 
both  of  the  local  education  authorities 
in  not  having  taken  the  trouble  in 
drawing  up  a  scheme  of  joint  working 
to  determine  the  ordinary  business  lines 
on  which  their^  accounts  should  be 
kept.  He  would  point  out  another 
I  inconvenience.  The  Bill  did  not  afieci 
[  London,  and  county  boroughs  also 
,  were  excluded.  Between  Lancashire  snd 
j  Yorkshire,  where  two  county  boroughs 
'  existed  close  to  the  borders,  it  might 
well  be  convenient  that  those  two  county 
lx)roughs  should  be  entitled  to  work 
their  pupil  teachers*  centre  together 
just  as  much  as  the  counties  of  Suffolk 
and  Norfolk  should  be  allowed  to  do  so. 
Under  this  Bill  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Education  was  only 
by  his  new  clause  giving  power  to  estab- 
lish joint  bodies  under  Part  IL  of  the 
old  Act.  If  he  wanted  to  enlarge  the 
co-ordination  portion  of  the  Act  of  1902 
he  should  do  it  in  a  comprehensive  way, 
and  make  it  apply  all  round,  and  not. 
by  incorporating  it  with  the  present 
Bill,  limit  it  to  two  counties,  and  even 
then  to  counties  with  a  certain  population. 
Under  this  clause  it  would  be  impossible 
for  Huntingdon,  for  instance,  to  tab 
advantage  of  the  scheme.  He  thon^ 
the  Parliameutar>-  Secretary  would  agree 
with  him  that  if  there  was  any  conntf 
which  reV'i^d  a  statutory  right  to 
ostaltlish  joint  bodies,  it  was  of  ^ 
others  one  like  Huntingdon,  whid 
had  an  insignificant  population,  and 
mii;ht  tind  great  difficulty  in  regard  to 
capital  expenditure  necessary  for  erecting 
a  hostel.     He  did  not  propose  to  oppoN 
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the  Bill,  but  he  would  point  out  that 
this  clause  was  not  germane  to  it, 
and  was  in  some  ways  inconsistent  with 
it,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  tacked  on 
to  a  delegation  Bill  only  dealing  with 
<!Ounties  did  not  allow  the  clause  to  be 
carried  quite  as  far  as  under  other 
conditions  it  might  be  made  to  apply. 

Mr.  walker  (Leicestershire,  Melton) 
on  behalf  of  the  promoters  accepted 
the  clause.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
Memorandum  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  referred  should  not  have  been 
reprinted,  because  the  Bill  was  largely 
amended  in  Committee,  and  the 
Memorandum  was  not  now  quite 
accurate  in  many  respects. 

Viscount  MORPETH  said  the 
object  of  the  new  clause  seemed  to 
him  perfectly  right,  but  the  question 
he  would  like  to  ask  was  why  it  should 
be  necessary.  They  all  knew  that  at  the 
present  time  there  were  working  arrange- 
ments between  counties  and  their 
neighbours,  or  between  county  boroughs 
within  their  area,  with  regard  to  the  work- 
ing of  secondary  schools.  There  was  every 
flort  of  arrangement  in  existence,  and  so 
iar  as  he  knew  they  were  working  more 
or  less  satisfactorily;  but  the  Parliamen- 
tary Secretary  had  told  them  there  were 
<lifficulties  with  regard  to  the  audits. 
He  had  no  acquaintance  with  those 
•difficulties,  but  he  assumed  the  Board 
had  had  cases  sent  up  to  them  in  which 
there  had  been  such  difficulties.  He 
would  have  imagined,  without  further 
information,  that  those  difficulties  arose 
from  the  arrangements  made  between 
neighbouring  counties  or  a  county  and  a 
county  borough  being  defective,  and  that 
if  the  schemes  had  been  properly  drawn, 
or  were  even  now  amended,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  of  that  sort.  Why  was 
there  need  of  this  clause  in  view  of  Clause 
20  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902,  where  it 
said  that  an  authority  might  make 
arrangements  with  the  council  of  a  county 
borough,  district,  or  parish  for  the  exercise 
by  the  council,  on  such  terms  and  subject 
to  such  conditions  as  might  be  agreed 
on,  of  any  of  the  powers  of  the  authority 
in  respect  to  the  management  of  any 
school  or  college  within  the  area  of  the 
<-ouncil.  Very  wide  powers  were  given 
under   that   clause   as   to   management, 


the  proportion  of  managers  or  governors 
to  be  appointed  by  each  authority,  the 
financial  relationships  between  the  two, 
and  the  class  of  schools  to  be  dealt  with. 
That  being  so,  and  it  being  a  matter  of 
general  knowledge  that  there  were  these 
agreements  all  over  the  country,  which 
had  been  very  satisfactory  in  most  cases, 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  hon.  Grentleman 
why  it  became  necessary  to  put  this  new 
clause  in.  Though  the  clause  was  more 
or  less  connected  with  the  Bill  it  did  not 
deal  with  the  same  questions,  and  it 
seemed  somewhat  undesirable  that,  in 
these  rather  complicated  questions  of 
administration,  which  were  apt  to  give 
rise  to  a  good  deal  of  trouble  between 
authorities  and  cause  much  expense, 
the  Government  should  tack  a  clause 
on  to  a  private  Bill  which  had  been 
through  so  many  vicissitudes,  and  which 
had  been  so  fimdamentally  altered  up- 
stairs that  its  parents  could  hardly 
recognise  it  as  their  original  Bill. 

Mr.  button  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Morley)  said  he  did  not  know  himself 
why  the  cases  which  arose  between 
county  councils  and  county  borough 
councils  were  not  fairly  capable  of  settle- 
ment under  the  old  condition  of  things. 
He  presumed  that  the  hon.  Grentleman 
had  reasons  for  putting  down  this  clause  • 
He  had  known  of  arrangements,  and 
worse  still  of  the  lack  of  arrange- 
ments, between  county  councils  and 
county  boroughs  which  caused  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  inconvenience  and 
expense,  but  he  gathered  that  his  hon. 
friend's  proposal  did  not  cover  scuh  cases. 
When  he  was  dealing  with  the  matter 
why  should  he  not  deal  with  the  whole 
situation  ?  The  common  case  to  be  dealt 
with  was  that  of  the  children  of  a  village 
which  was  under  the  administration  of 
the  county  council,  and  where  there  was 
not  as  a  rule  a  very  good  school  existing. 
His  hon.  friend  did  not  seem  to  enable 
the  county  councils  under  this  clause  to 
come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  county 
boroughs.  He  did  not  know  what  his 
hon.  friend  meant  by  the  words  "  what 
is  thought  proper."  Did  that  mean  that 
the  County  Council  or  borough  council 
was  to  determine  what  was  "  thought 
proper,"  or  whether  the  Grovernment 
Department  was  to  have  a  voice  as  to 
what    was    "  thought     proper  ? "      No 
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doubt  two  great  local  authorities  could 
settle  between  themselves,  but  what  was 
to  become  of  the  poor  villager  who  might 
easily  fall  between  the  two  stools  of  the 
great  big  county  council  and  the  most 
powerful  county  borough,  when  they 
settled  their  quarrel,  and  came  to  terms 
of  agreement  1  It  might  be  that  some 
poor  villagers  would  be  compelled  to 
send  their  children  to  one  school  or 
another  without  their  consent.  He  knew 
many  "spillages  where  the  parents  had 
desired  to  send  their  children  to  school 
in  the  neighbouring  county  borough, 
but  the  county  council  had  stepped  in 
and  said  "  No,"  and  had  compelled  the 
parents  to  send  their  children  to  some 
much  smaller  school  which  they  had 
established  on  their  own  account  rather 
than  pay  a  few  pounds  extra  to  allow 
them  to  attend  a  large  school  in  the 
neighbouring  county  borough.  It  was 
not  only  in  the  interest  of  the  coimty  but 
in  the  interest  of  the  neighbouring  village, 
if  his  hon.  friend  was  going  to  enable  the 
county  authority  to  come  to  some  arrange- 
ment, that  it  should  only  be  done  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department,  and 
everybody  should  be  considered — ^not 
merely  the  two  authorities,  who  could 
look  after  themselves,  but  also  the  parents 
and  their  children. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  thought  the  Govern- 
ment were  ill-advised  in  drawing  up  this 
clause,  at  any  rate,  in  its  present  form. 
There  was  no  use,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  in 
further  complicating  the  law  in  regard  to 
education.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  in  the 
conditions  under  which  the  county 
councils  worked,  it  was  already  suffi- 
ciently complicated.  If  anything  was 
desired  to  improve  that  machinery,  it 
ought  to  be  done  by  an  amendment  of 
the  existing  machinery,  rather  than  by 
superimposing  upon  it  yet  another 
method  of  combination  which  he  ven- 
tured to  say  had  not  been  sufficiently 
thought  out.  His  noble  friend  had 
referred  to  Clause  20  of  the  Act  of  1902, 
but  there  was  another  clause  which 
seemed  even  more  directly  in  point,  and 
with  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  no  doubt 
was  familiar.  Clause  17.  The  House 
would  remember  that  by  the  first  sub- 
section the  Council  was  given  powers 
to  make  a  scheme  for  the  appi^iutment 

Mr.  inat:n. 


of  an  eduoation  committee.  By  sub- 
section (3)  provision  was  made  for  th 
constitution  of  a  separate  edacatiot 
committee  for  any  area  within  th 
ooimty,  or  for  a  joint  edncation  com- 
mittee for  any  area  formed  of  a  com- 
bination of  county  boroughs  or  county 
districts.  There  was  in  the  appendix 
to  that  Act  a  code  of  Regolations  to 
regidate  the  proceedings  of  that  joint 
oommittee.  The  hon.  Gentleman  mi 
perfectly  right  in  saying  that  financial 
difficulties  had  arisen  with  reference  to 
the  work  of  these  joint  committed, 
because  the  Act  did  not  specificsUr, 
and  in  so  many  words,  provide  an  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  expense  of  the 
various  councils  could  be  apportioned. 
But  that  difficulty  was  by  no  means 
I  insuperable,  and  could  be  got  over  in 
several  instances  by  an  agreement  be 
tween  the  two.  They  had  the  scheme 
under  the  Act,  and  then  they  had  the 
agreement  with  the  provision  at  the 
end  of  it  that  if  the  agreement  was  not 
carried  out  then  the  scheme  was  to 
come  to  an  end.  There  was  no  difficnhr 
about  that.  He  believed  himself  that 
there  was  no  real  practici^  difficulty  in 
establishing  that  joint  committee  nor^ 
but  at  any  rate  if  there  was  any  amend- 
ment of  the  law  it  should  be  by  way  of 
amending  Clause  17.  If  they  incloded 
in  this  clause  a  new  method  of  com- 
bination they  would  have,  as  far  as  he 
could  see,  no  machinery  for  canying 
that  method  of  combination  into  efiect. 
He  did  not  see  any  provision  in  the 
clause  as  to  giving  any  powers  at  all  to 
that  joint  committee.  All  that  tber 
could  do  was  to  agree  to  nnite  upon 
such  terms  as  might  be  thought  proper. 
That  was  merely  an  agreement,  and  he 
did  not  see  that  it  gave  power  to  tlie 
joint  committee  of  an  executive  chancter 
or  even  for  carrying  on  its  own  proceed- 
ings. It  might  be  that  there  was  a 
practical  difficulty  under  the  Act  of 
1902  in  delegatiog  any  executive  poweia 
to  the  joint  committee.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  know  enough  of  the  detsiU 
work  to  say,  but  that  might  be  a  matter 
for  amendment,  and  in  that  ease  it 
would  be  right  to  deal  with  it  Bat 
this  clause  £d  not  deal  with  ik;  it 
merely  proposed  a  new  mediod  of 
combination. 
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Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holdemess)  said  he  had  come  to 
the  House  with  an  open  mind  in  regard 
to  this  clause,  but  after  listening  to  the 
speeches  of  the  two  noble  Lords  on  those 
benches  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
it  at  all.  As  far  as  he  could  see  it  was 
entirely  contrary-  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  as  it  originally  stood.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  South  Birmingham  that  the  change 
which  had  been  made  in  this  Bill  in 
Committee  upstairs  was  the  most  re- 
markable he  had  ever  seen  take  place  in 
any  measure.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  and  who  acted  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  must  have  very 
great  diflBculty  in  recognising  his  own 
offspring  when  he  looked  at  it.  The  Bill 
dealt  with  secondary  education  only, 
but  he  found  included  in  it  powers 
&ur  wider  than  anything  which  they  had 
discussed  in  that  House.  He  could  not 
help  thinking,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
wiser  if  the  Government  reconsidered 
their  determination,  and  if  his  hon.  friend 
went  to  a  division  he  should  certainly 
support  him. 

♦  Mr.  McKINNON  VVOOD;said  there 
seemed  to  be  some  misapprehension  in 
r3gard  to  jthe  Amendment,  There  had 
been  about  fifty  cases  in  which  difficulties 
had  arisen.  It  was  therefore  a  matter 
of  importance  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. The  clauses  referred  to  in  the 
Education  Act  of  1902 — Clauses  17  and 
20 — did  not  deal  with  the  particular  cases 
with  which  this  clause  was  intended  to  deal. 
The  clause  was  intended  to  deal  with  cases 
where  there  was  a  schodl  or  college  used 
by  two  areas  and  in  regard  to  which  it 
was  advisable  that  the  two  areas  should 
take  part  in  its  manajijement  and  jointly 
contribute  towards  its   maintenance. 

Viscount  MORPETH  asked  if  the 
hon.  Member  said  that  it  •was  im- 
possible at  the  present  time  for  two 
county  councils  to  appoint  a  joint  body 
of  governors  say  of  a  secondary  school. 

♦  Mr.  McKINNON  WOOD  said  he  did 
not  think  it  was  impossible.  He  had 
mentioned  that  the  thing  had  been  done 
a  good  many  times,  but  the  noble  Lord 
wotdd  remember  the  case  of  Millom  in 


Cumberland  in  which  some  difficulty  arose. 
The  case  which  the  clause  was  intended 
to  meet  was  not  at  all  met  by  the  clause 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  This 
was  a  case  in  which  they  had  a  committee 
of  both  authorities  dealing  with  a  par* 
ticular  institution,  and  it  was  a  mere 
question  of  administration  and  of 
accounts.  There  were  many  cases  in 
which  it  was  desirable  to  have  power 
jointlyjjto  control  and  maintain  a  school  or 
college,  and  it  was  so  convenient  that  it 
had  been  done,  but  difficulties  had  arisen 
in  consequence  of  questions  raised  with 
regard  to  the  audit  of  the  Committee's^ 
accoimts.  This  clause,  therefore,  was 
not  a  question  of  complicating  the 
Education  Act  of  1902  ;  it  was  a  question 
of  simplification.  It  would  enable  two- 
authorities  interested  in  an  institution 
to  form  a  committee  to  deal  with  it  with- 
out having  any  technical  difficulties 
raised  with  regard  to  the  audit  or  to  the 
grant.  Clause  17  of  the  Act  of  1902 
was,  of  course,  more  appropriate  to  large 
administrative  areas.  This  clause  dealt 
with  particular  institutions — schools  and 
colleges. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
this  clause  had  been  brought  forward,, 
not  because  it  had  been  impossible  in 
the  past  to  carry  out  the  object  the 
clause  desired  to  promote,  but  because 
there  had  been  technical  difficulties 
raised  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
audit  and  grant.  The  clause,  therefore,, 
he  said  ought  to  be  passed.  He  was^ 
rather  inclined  to  think  that  on  the  face 
of  it  it  was  not  a  bad  clause.  He  was 
in  favour  of  economy,  and  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  the  clause  might  tend  in 
that  direction,  and  at  first  he  was][ dis- 
posed to  support  it  :  but,  on  further 
consideration,  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  clause  was  not  as  innocent 
as  it  looked  and  ought  not  at  the  present 
moment  to  be  supported.  The  title  of 
the  measure  was  "  Education  (Local 
Authorities)  Bill,"  and  under  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  in  order  to  alter  the 
whole  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902,  and 
alter  it  by  means  of  a  private  Member's 
Bill.  He  did  not  think  that  was  a  right 
thing  to  do.  The  Memorandum  said 
that  the  Bill  reproduced  the  kinguage^ 
of  the  delegation  clause  of  the  Education. 
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Bill  of  1906  in  the  final  form  in  which  it 
received  the  assent  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  It  was  rather  curious  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  advocate  a  Bill 
because  it  had  received  the  assent  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  was  glad  they  had 
come  round  and  that,  instead  of  moving 
Resolutions  to  abolish  that  place,  they 
were  putting  on  the  Memorandum  of 
their  Bill  that  it  ought  to  be  supported 
because  it  was  the  form  in  which  it  had 
received  the  assent  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  real  object  of  the  Bill  was 
<lelegation,  and  delegation  alone  ;  and, 
therefore,  unless  the  title  had  been 
widely  drawn,  the  clause  would  not  have 
been  in  order.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
there  must  have  been  some  arrangement 
between  the  promoters  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  a  Bill  with  a  wide  title 
80  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  might  bring  forward  a  new 
clause,  which  would,  without  going 
through  all  the  safeguards  imposed  on  a 
Government  measure,  alter  the  law. 
That  was  a  very  dangerous  practice. 
He  would  have  opposed  it  even  if  it  had 
been  adopted  by  his  hon.  friends,  and  he 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  opposing 
this  attempt  on  the  part  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  The  clause  had  really 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.    C'OURTENAY    WARNER 

(Staffordshire,  Lichfield)  thought  it  was 
rather    extraordinary    that    a     private 
Bill  should  be  sent  upstairs  in  one  form, 
and    then,     when    it    came     down     to 
the     House    again,    they    should    have 
added  a  clause  which  had  really  nothing  I 
to   do   with  the   original   measure.     He  I 
did  not  see  why,  if  the  Education  Depart-  ; 
ment  hud  already  allowed  what  strictly  ' 
ought  not  to  be,  they  could  not  continue  j 
to  do  so  until  legislation  could  be  brought 
in    in    the   proper   way.     He    would     be 
inclined  to  vote  against  the  clause  now 
because  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  proper 
thing  to  propose  to  add  it  to  a  private 
Member's  Bill  in  a  thin  House  late  on  a 
Friday  afternoon. 

♦Mr.  KEE8  submitted  that  the 
explanatory  Meniorandimi  of  objects 
and  reasons  had  nothing  whatever ; 
to  do  with  the  contents  of  the 
Bill.  The  measure  was  in  no  way 
^'overned    by   it,  and  so  far  as    it   was 

ISir  F.  Banbury, 


concerned  anything  might  be  impoitoi 
into  the  Bill  without  its  being  in  the  leu 
degree  out  of  order.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  compete  with  the  hon.  Baronet  in 
destructive  criticism,  but  he  did  contend 
that  it  was  not  sound  criticism  to  saj 
that  the  clause  should  not  be  moved 
because  the  subject  with  which  it 
dealt  was  not  mentioned  in  tlie 
Memorandum.  Although  he  was  piesent 
he  did  not  hear  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  and 
he  did  not  quite  understand  why  the 
House  was  dealing  with  the  fragment  of 
a  lost  Bill.  An  Education  Bill  was 
coming  forward,  and  he  could  not  see 
why  there  should  be  any  hurry  in  this 
matter.  It  might  be  included  in  the 
Bill.  There  might  be  some  good  Teason 
for  the  procedure  followed,  but  he  did 
not  hear  the  speech  of  the  hon.  GentW- 
man,  and  he  continued  in  ignorance. 
Although  there  were  some  twel« 
Members  backing  the  Bill,  not  manv 
of  them  were  present.  It  appeared  that 
the  Bill  would  create  new  minor 
education  authorities,  lead  to  fresh 
expenses,  and  increase  the  maie  of 
legislation  in  which  local  authoritiea  now 
wandered  and  were  often  lost.  Unless 
it  was  urgently  called  for,  there  was 
a  strong  ^fyrima  facie  case  against  passing 
any  new  fragmentary  Act  which  created 
a  new  authority.  In  his  own  county 
there  were  a  great  many  public  men 
who  spent  their  time  in  working  the 
provisions  of  these  Acts,  and  he  belie^Td 
every  fresh  Act  which  was  not  absolntelv 
necessary  was  anything  but  a  benefit  to 
official  bodies.  He  did  not  know  whr 
this  could  not  come  into  the  EducatioQ 
Bill  and  he  would  be  glad  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would,  for  the  benefit  of  one 
of  his  supporters,  kindly  explain  this 
matter. 

Mr.  LANEFOX  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash)  said  the  Bill  had  been 
spoken  of  as  though  it  were  going  to 
effect  an  enormous  reform,  but  he  wooU 
point  out  that  as  it  emerged  from  thi 
Committee  it  was  a  shell  and  a  fllm 
and  gave  no  powers  which  did  not  sbeadr 
exist.  He  wished  to  add  his  bmnUe 
protest  to  the  extraordinary  procednn  of 
asking  the  House  to  accept  a  new  claaM 
which  dealt  with  a  phase  of  the  Bill  whkk 
was   never   contemplated   by  the  kon. 
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Gentleman  who  brought  it  in,  or  pre- 
fiuxnably  by  those  who  supported  him  by 
patting  their  names  on  the  Bill.  Akeady 
those  hon.  Members  had  gone  on  the  most 
extraordinary  lines  emasculating  their 
own  Bill  or  at  any  rate  looking  on  whilst 
others  carried  on  the  process,  and  now, 
having  completely  altered  and  changed 
the  form  of  the  measure,  in  its  very 
modified  and  weakened  state,  they 
asked  the  House  to  tack  on  to  it  a 
clause  dealing  with  an  entirely  new 
phase  of  the  question.  Anybody  who 
looked  at  the  old  form  in  which  the  Bill 
existed  would  see  that  the  question  of 
secondary  education  was  expressly 
exempted.  There  were  many  Members 
who  believed  that  a  certain  amount  of 
delegation  might  be  a  good  thing.  Per- 
sonally, he  believed  that  in  large  areas 
such  as  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
a  system  of  elementary  delegation,  where 
immense  detail  was  involved,  would  be 
most  advisable,  but  he  never  for  an 
instant  believed  the  Government  would 
support  such  delegation  of  secondary  edu- 
cation to  small  bodies  in  small  areas. 
He  protested  against  the  system  of 
doing  things  in  Committee  of  which 
the  House  as  a  whole  was  more  or  less 
ignorant,  and  then  trying  to  improve 
upon  the  procedure  of  Committee  on  the 
Report  stage.  That  was  an  absolutely 
unprecedented  proceeding,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  give  a  Second 
Reading  to  the  clause. 

Mr.  ADKINS  (Lancashire,  Middleton) 
said  that  when  introduced  the  Bill  had  a 
compulsor}'  element.  It  now  practically 
only  allowed  county  councils  to  try  cer- 
tain experiments,  and  in  that  form  it  had 
the  support  of  the  County  Councils  Asso- 
ciation, and  at  the  wish  of  the  associa- 
tion it  had  been  extended  to  cover 
education  other  than  elementary.  The 
hon.  Member  who  spoke  last  would,  he 
was  certain,  be  only  too  willing  to  trust 
the  vast  majority  of  the  county  councils 
of  the  country  in  trying  an  experiment  in 
delegation  in  secondary  as  well  as  ele- 
mentary' education,  which  anybody  who 
was  familiar  with  educational  work  in 
the  country  knew  might  well  be  tried  in  j 
some  places.  In  regard  to  this  particular  I 
clause,  which  had  been  described  with  i 
every  variety  of  inaccuracy,  all  that  it  | 
did  was  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  i 


county  councils  might  combine  to  assist 
secondary  schools  on  their  borders,  and 
when  they  did  so,  to  provide  that  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  having  their  accounts 
audited  and  in  their  getting  the  Govern- 
ment grants  to  which  they  were  entitled* 
It  was  purely  a  permissive  clause,  entirely 
non -contentious  in  its  nature,  merely  to 
facilitate  an  existing  practice  and  to 
remove  difficulties  which  no  one  desired^ 
and  which  had  arisen  merely  because  the 
existing  Act  was  not  perfectly  clear  in 
detail.  If  a  clause  like  that  could  not  be 
accepted  by  the  promoters  without  their 
being  accused  of  illegitimately  extending 
their  Bill  it  would  be  surely  very  difficult 
for  Parliament,  however  it  might  wish  to 
promote  smooth  administration,  to  do  so 
with  these  details  which  could  be  so 
conveniently  dealt  with  in  this  way. 
They  all  knew  how  very  important  it  was 
that  local  authorities  should  combine 
with  regard  to  secondary  schools  on  their 
boundary.  It  had  happened  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  They  combined  at 
present,  but  the  fact  that  there  were 
technical  difficulties  delayed  their  getting 
proper  Government  grants  promptly. 
Whatever  differences  there  might  be  in 
that  House  on  other  aspects  of  education, 
surely  the  House  could  agree  to  facilitate 
the  receipt  by  local  bodies  of  these 
Government  grants,  and  to  get  them 
promptly,  in  order  to  prevent  the  waste 
of  time,  trouble,  and  temper  upon  educa* 
tional  administration.  Therefore,  he 
hoped  that  Members  would  allow  this 
exceedingly  small  but  practical  and 
useful  new  clause  to  be  adopted,  because 
it  was  not  altering  procedure  but 
merely  avoiding  friction  which  no 
one  had    a  real  interest  in  continuing. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  he  would  [like 
to  know  who  had  the  drafting  of  the 
clause.  It  was  said  to  be  but  an  altera- 
tion. Why  was  it  that  no  agreement 
was  sanctioned  between  a  county  council 
and  the  council  of  an  ordinary  borough 
of  over  10,000  population  ?  At  present 
it  was  done  more  or  less,  it  was  true, 
possibly  not  absolutely  legally,  but  it 
was  done  illegally,  and  this  new  clailse 
limited  the  power.  It  simply  authorised 
agreements  between  county  councils  and 
county  coimcils,  but  not  with  boroughs 
which  were  not  counties  in  themselves, 
such    as    Cambridge.     That    being    the 
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construction  of  the  clause,  why  was  it 
done  ?  Was  it  done  through  inadvert- 
ence or  bad  drafting,  or  was  it  not 
intended,  and,  if  it  was  not  intended, 
why  were  they  to  bring  in  this  wonderful 
Amendment  which  was  only  to  apply 
to  coimty  councils,  precluding  any 
arrangement  being  made  with  the  council 
of  a  borough  of  over  10,000. 

*Mr.  McKINNON  wood  said  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that 
it  did  not  exclude  them.  It  included  any 
council  which  had  powers  under  Part  II. 
of  the  Act. 

MR.RAWLINSON  said  that  if  the  hon. 
Ck»ntloman  looked  at  Part  II.  he  would 
find  that  boroughs  of  the  nature  he  had 
indicated  had  no  powers  under  Part  II.  of 
the  Act. 

♦Mr.  McKINNON  WOOD  said  they 
liail. 

Mr.  RAWLINS  ON  said  that  was  a  i 
most  extraordinary  statement  to  make.  ■ 
The       fhiuso      excluded      arrangements 
with    the    vast    majority    of   boroughs, 
and  he  asked  whether  that  was  intentional  i 
or  whether  it  was  a  mistake.  This  power 
was  given  to  imite  "  upon  such  terms  as 
may     be     thought     proper."     Thought  ■ 
proper   by   whom  ?     The    (juestiou   had ' 
been  asked  before,  but  no  answer  had  been  " 
given.      In    drafting    a    rlause     of    this 
kind  it   ought  to    be  made   clear   as   to  i 
who    was     meant.      If    it     was   meant 
to     be    the    contracting    couueils,   they 
had   only  to  put  in  the  words.      Apart 
fn)m  the  drafting  of  the  clause,  he  pro- 
tested lis  well  against  the  Government 
putting    in    Amendments    on    a    Friday 
afternoon  in  this  way.     He  had  protested 
against  it  once  already,  and  was  assured 
that  the  Goveniment  might  do  this  sort 
of  thing,  and  make  it  in  no  way  a  Govern- 
ment ilause.    They  knew    the  result    of 
that    on   the   last   occasion  when   many 
Members  who  took  part  in  the  di^^sion 
did  not  know  what  they  were  voting  for. 
He    supposed   the    same    would    happen 
aiiain.     Wlien  the  Government  supported 
a  clause  of  this  kind  it  got  alnnit  among 
their  followers  and  it  was  made  a  party 
ijuestion.     He  agreed  that  it  applied  to 
all  sovtions  of  the  House,  and  he  dared  say 
that  their  front  bench  would  do  exactly 
the  san\o.  but  the   back  beiuhes  should 

Mr,  Rii»rlnson. 


protest  against  it.  He  hoped  the  Hok 
would  not  only  object  to  the  ckoae 
but  would  object  to  the  system. 

♦Mr.  McKINNON  WOOD  said  he  wu 
very  sorry  to  intervene  again,  but  the  hoL 
Member  had  appealed  to  him  ao  verr 
strongly  that  perhaps  he  would  allow  him 
to  point  out  that  Part  11.  of  the  Edoci- 
tion  Act  included  non-county  boron^ 
and  urban  districts  as  well  as  county 
councils,  and  the  clause  now  proposed 
included  all  the  authorities  ^that  hid 
power  under  Part  II 

Mr.  GODFREY  BARING  said  they 
had  been  debating  the  clause  for  an  hoor. 
and  he  thought  the  Government  might 
have  followed  the  course  of  submitting 
it  to  the  Standing  Committee,  of  wUch 
he  was  a  member.  If  that  had  heen 
done  probably  five  or  ten  minutes  voold 
have  sufficed  for  the  debate,  and  the 
matter  would  have  been  ended.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  treating  Committees 
quite  respectfully  or  fairly,  after  thev 
had  fully  considered  a  Bill  of  this  kind, 
suddenly  to  hurl  at  their  heads  a  nev 
clause  introduced  by  the  Government 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (YorlBhiie, 
W.  R.,  Thirsk)  said  he  wished  as  a  member 
of  the  County  Councils  Association  to 
state  why  he  proposed  to  vote  for  the 
clause.  Though  he  ifelt  as  his  hon. 
friends  did  with  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ment being  introduced  so  suddenly  st 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  he  recog- 
nised that  the  clause  might  be,  to  « 
certain  extent,  required  for  the  purposes 
of  audit.  He  protested  however  against 
the  way  in  which  it  had  been  broo^ 
before  the  House.  The  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  spoke  as  in 
admirer  of  the  system  of  Staadiag 
Committees,  and  he  spoke  as  just  the 
reverse,  but  they  had  both  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion,  that  it  was  veiy  in- 
iH>nvenient  that  on  the  Report  stigB  cf 
a  Bill  like  this  a  clause  should  besnddentr 
sprung  upon  the  House  which  had  nrt 
hitherto  been  considered.  It  ceituBlr 
seemed  to  him  when  his  hoo.  friend  m 
s^x^aking  that  the  representative  of  tk 
Board  of  Education  did  not  seem  to 
know  whether  it  applied  to  ceztam  ubu 
councils  or  not. 

Question  put. 
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House  divided  : — Ayes,  153  ;  Noes,  40.     (Division  List  No.  165). 
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Mr.  GODFREY  BARING   said  that 


of  the  Houae. 


im 


some  objection  had  been  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Moriey  to  the  words  "  as 
may  be  thought  proper."  The  words 
were  very  obscure  and  they  would  like 
to  know  who  was  to  think  these 
arrangements  proper,  whether  the 
two  local  authorities  or  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  in  order  to  render  that 
quite  clear  he  moved  to  amend  the 
clause  by  leaving  out  at  the  end  "  and 
otherwise  as  may  be  thought  proper," 
and  inserting  "  that  may  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Board  of  Education." 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  he  wanted 
to  move  at  an  earlier  point  a  verbal 
Amendment  which  he  thought  should 
be  accepted.  It  was  to  insert  after 
"  payment  "  the  words  "  and  audit."  He 
understood  it  was  the  audit  and  not  the 
payment  on  account  which  caused  the 
difficulty,  and  he  thought  it  advisable 
that  the  specific  statement  should  be 
inserted. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
now  clause — 

"  In  line  4,  after  the  word  *  payment  *  to  insert 
the  words  *  and  audit.'  " — {Lord  Balcarrea.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

*Mr.  McKINNON  wood  said  he  was 
very  sorry  he  could  notacceptthe  Amend- 
mont,  because  the  effect  would  bo  to  give  the 
local  authorities  power  to  decide  what  sort 
of  audit  they  would  have.  This  was  a 
Bill  enabling  local  authorities  to  combine 
together  in  certain  ways,  and  for  certain 
purposes.  It  did  not  give  them  powers 
in  regard  to  audit,  which  must  remain 
under  the  control  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  not  of  the  authority. 

And,  it  being  Five  of  the  Clock,  the  | 
del)ate  stood  adjourned.  i 

I  >ebate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday 
next. 


registration  of  electors  in  Ireland,  and  the 
precepts  and  forms  contained  in  or  used  under 
those  enactments."*— (jtfr.  Cherry,) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  th^ 
word  *  effect'  to  end  of  subsectioD.**— 
{Mr.  Cherry,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CORONERS'  INQUESTS  BILL 
As  amended   (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered ;  Bill  to  be  read  the 
thiixl  time  upon  Monday  next. 


DAYLIGHT  SAVING    (RE-COMMITTED) 
BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee* 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Committee    report    Progress;  to  at 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


HANDLOOM  WEAVING  (IRELAND)  BILL 
Head  a  second  time,  and  committed  to 
a  Standing  CoiDmittee. 


SELECTION    (STANDING    COMMITTEES). 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gubdon  n- 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  Selectkm ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
members  from  the  Standing  Committee 
A  (in  respect  of  the  Access  to  Mouituns 
Bill) :  Mr.  Boland  and  Mr,  Waldron; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  said  Bill) :  BIr.  Frenck 
and  Mr.  Augustine  Roche. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


POLLINCJ    DISTRICTS    AND     REGISTRA- 
TIOX  OF  VOTERS  (IREI^ND)  BILL. 

Order  road  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [26th  June]  pro- 
posed on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee). 

Which  Amendment  was — 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (Gbout  K). 
Sir  George  White  reported  from 
I  the  Committee  on  Group  K  of  Frivate 
i  Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
,  parties  concerned,  the  Committee  hid 
I  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  kslf- 
past  Eleven  of  the  Clock. 
'      Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ARDS  AND  BANGOR  RAILWAYS  BOU 
Reported  with  Amendments ;    Bepoit 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
Whereupon   Mr.   Speaker  adjoained 

the  House  without  Question  nut,  lm^ 
*•  III  pjiL't;  2,  line  9,  at  the  eiul,  t<»  insert  the    „„„,,4.  ^^  c^o«/li«*»  n^^.  w^    • 
wonlH,  Ml)  The  Lord-Lieutenant    in  Coiuii-il  .  ^"*"^^  ^^  ^tandmg  Order  No.  ». 

Adjourned  at  five  nuantH  dir 
Five  o'clock  till  HondajMit 


may  make  rules  for  a(lai)tin<;  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  the  enactments  relating  to  the 
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HOUSE    OP    LORDS. 

Monday,  6ih  July,  1908. 


VISCOUNT  BOYNE. 
Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor 
that  the  right  of  Gustavus  William, 
l^flconnt  Bojrne  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland, 
to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ; 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with : — 
London  County  Council  (Money). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  further 
Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill : — Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  11). 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with  : — South-West  Suburban  Water. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Tabic. 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill ;  Liver- 
pool Corporation  (General  Powers)  Bill. — 
Moved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the 
25th  day  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
lEdiall  be  read  a  second  time  after  the 
18th  day  of  June  next,'*  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2* ; 
agreed  to. 

Bills  read  2*  accordingly. 

Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill. 
— Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Motherwell  Btirgh  Extension,  etc., 
BilL — Read  3*^,  with  the  Amendments, 
uid  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 
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Blackburn  Corporation  BilL — Com- 
mitted. The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection^ 

Liverpool  Corporation  (General  Powers) 
Bill. — Committed. 

Widnes  Corporation  Bill. — The  Chair- 
man of  Committees  informed  the  House 
that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was 
withdrawn ;  The  Orders  made  on 
Monday  and  Wednesday  last  discharged 
and  Bill  committed. 

Macclesfield  and  District  Tramways 
(Abandonment)  Bill. — Brought  from  the 
Commons,  read  1*,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Cam- 
brian Railways  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Company  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  an  Amend- 
ment :  The  said  Amendment  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

Upton  Town  Hall  Bill  [h.l.].— Re- 
turned from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments.  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Blaydon  and  Ryton  Water  (Transfer) 
Bill ;  Bromley  and  Crays  Gas  Bill. — 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill  [h.l.]. — King's  Consent  and  Consent 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  signified  ;  and 
Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

Lov:al  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons 
and  read  1*  ;  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the   Examiners.    [No.    130.] 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provis- 
sional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.]. — House 
in  Committee  (according  to  order).  Bill 
reported  without  Amendment.  Standing 
Committee  negatived,  and  Bill  ^to  be 
read  3*  to-monow.  .       . 
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•  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
•  (No.  1)  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
[h.l.]  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  2)  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Education  Board  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation.  (London) 
Bill  [h.l.].;  Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Read 
3*  according  to  order)  and  passed,  and 
sent   to   the   Commons. 

Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill.— 
Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted. The  0)mmittee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Lanarkshire  (Middle  Ward  District) 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Read 
3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed. 

Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill; 
Blackburn  Corporation  Bill ;  River 
Wandle  Protection  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report 
from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
the  Five  Lords  appointed  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Education  Board  Pro- 
visional Orders  Confirmation  (Cornwall, 
etc.)  Bill  [h.l.] — (Swansea  Orders,  No. 
1  ajid  No.  2),  and  other  Bills  do  form 
the  Select  Committee  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Public  Offices  Sites  (Extension) 
Bill,  the  Blackburn  Corporation  Bill, 
and  the  River  Wandle  Protection  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  read,  and  agreed  to.  All  petitions 
referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave 
to  the  Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard 
by  Counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard 
as  desired,  as  also  Counsel  for  the  Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  19.  (1908). 
Notes  exchanged  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Sweden  and  Norway, 
relative  to  the  Agreement  of  12th  July, 
1881,  for  the  mutual  relief  of  distressed 
seamen,  November,  1907— May,  1908. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1907. 

Return  giving  particulars  of  cases  in 
which  persons  have  been  reinstated 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Estates  Com- 


missioners   during    the    quarter  ended 
31st  March,  1908. 

IRISH  LAND  COMmSSIOK. 
Return  of  advances  made  under  tk 
Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  during  the  montk 
of  October,  1907. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  otiati 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS  BANK8. 

Accounts  of  all  deposits  received  tni 
paid  during  the  year  ended  31it 
December,  1907  ;  together  with  rtite- 
ment  showing  the  aggregate  amomt 
of  the  liabilities  of  the  Grovemment  t<^ 
depositors  in  the  Post  Office  Savingi 
Banks  on  31st  December,  1907,  mi 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  sectnitiei 
held  by  the  Commissioners  for  th» 
Eeduction  of  the  National  Debt  to  meet 
those  liabilities  at  that  date. 

BUILDING  SOCIETIES. 
Thirteenth  Annual  Report  by  tbe^ 
Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  registrars  imdff 
the  Building  Societies  Acts,  vith  u 
abstract  of  the  annual  accounts  tni 
statements  of  societies  for  the  year  1907: 
Part  I.    Report. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIBTIES,  WORKUSY 
COMPENSATION  SCHEMES.  VSanX- 
TRIAL  AND  PROVIDENT  SOOEIIR 
AND  TRADE  UNIONS. 

Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  •( 
Friendly  Societies  for  the  year  endfli 
31st  December,   1907.    Part  A. 

Laid  before  the  House  (puisnanft  ti- 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Tahki 


COMPANIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  HILI(lx.]. 
POST  OFFICE  CONSOLIDATIONBILLDafcV 
STATUTE  LAW  REVISION  HILL  [u} 
Message  from  the  Commons  that  ttaf 
have  ordered  that  the  Select  OomndM 
appointed  by  them  to  join  with  a  Ooa- 
mittee  of  this  House  to  considflr  Ai 
said  Bills  do  meet  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  their  Lordships  in  OoniHiM 
Room  A.,  upon  Wednesday  nezly  li- 
Two  o'clock,  as  pretwaad  by  this  T 
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LOCAL  REGISTRATION  OF  TITLE 
(IRELAND)  AMENDMENT  BILL  (No.  122). 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY 
COUNCILS)  BILL  (No.  123). 

P  Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read 
P,  and  to  be  printed. 


INCEST  BILL  (No.  124). 

POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (FARLIA- 
MENTARY   BOROUGHS)    BILL   (No.    126). 

POLICE  (SUPERANNUATION)   BILL  (No- 

126). 
8UMBCARY     JURISDICTION     (IRELAND) 

BILL  (No.  127). 
POLLING    DISTRICTS    AND    REGISTRA- 
TION OF  VOTERS     (IRELAND)      BILL 
(No.  128). 

Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed. 


LAW  OF  DISTRESS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read 

1*  ;    to  be   printed  ;    and*  to  be  read  2* 

on  Tuesday  the  14th  instant.     [No.  129] 


MISSING  BRITISH  SHIPS. 
Lord  MUSKERRY  rose  "To  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  not  ordered  formal  investi- 
gations into  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  losses  of  the  missing  steamers 
••  Neptune  "  and  "  Grindon  Hall  "  ;  to 
ask  the  reason,  or  reasons,  for  this ; 
whether  a  preliminary  inquiry  has  been 
held  in  regard  to  the  "  Neptune,"  and, 
if  80,  by  whom  ;  and  why,  in  the  case 
of  the  "  Grindon  Hall,"  a  preliminary 
inquiry  was  conducted  in  private  by  the 
Cardiff  Stipendiary,  assisted  by  a  nautical 
assessor,  instead  of,  as  usual,  by  the 
Collector  of  Customs :  also,  to  move 
*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
it  is  desirable  that  in  every  case  where 
a  British  ship  is  posted  as  missing  and 
given  up  as  lost,  a  public  investigation 
should,  when  practicable,  be  ordered 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  elicit  any  material  facts  which 
.might  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  pro- 
bable cause  of  the  disaster.'  " 

The  noble  Lord  said :  My  Lords, 
tile  matter  to  which  my  Notice  refers 
ia  one  of  serious  moment,  and  well 
Worthy  of  your  Lordships'  careful  con- 
iideiation*    The  tragedy   of  a   missing 
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ship  and  the  unknown  fate  of  her  crew 
is,  imfortunately,  not  uncommon,  and 
it  is  an  occurrence  which  we  all  deplore 
when  we  hear  of  it.  In  justice  to  the 
men  who  have  gone  to  their  doom  in 
such  a  way,  and,  even  more  so,  in  justice 
to  the  widows,  orphans,  or  other  depen- 
dants they  may  have  left  behind,  it  is 
our  bounden  duty  to  cause  public  in- 
vestigation into  such  disasters.  We 
should  probe  matters  to  the  bottom  in 
order  that  we  may  assure  ourselves 
that  every  possible  safeguard  was  adopted 
on  the  sailing  of  the  vessel,  and  that 
she  was  in  a  thoroughly  seaworthy 
condition  previous  to  her  departure 
on  her  ill-fated  voyage. 

The  Merchant  Shipping  Act  provides 
us  with  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
this,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  public 
money  is  expended  annually  in  investi- 
gating casualties  to  British  merchant 
ships.  A  disaster  to  a  merchant  ship  is  a 
matter  of  public  interest.  Safety  of  life 
at  sea  is  a  question  which  should  concern 
us  all.  If  it  is  necessary  that  a  formal 
public  investigation — commonly  known 
as  a  Board  of  Trade  inquiry — should  be 
held  into  a  case  of  stranding  or  of  colli- 
sion, how  much  more  is  it  necessary  that 
a  similar  investigation  should  be  held 
openly  and  publicly  when  a  British  ship 
is  missing  with  all  her  crew  ?  A  public 
inquiry  is  necessary  in  such  a  case,  if 
only  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  public 
confidence  and  allaying  what  might  be 
most  unjustifiable  suspicions  and  mis- 
apprehensions certain  to  arise  in  the  case 
of  missing  ships. 

Yet  I  am  astonished  so  find  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  look  at  matters  from 
quite  a  difierent  standpoint.  If  a  ship 
runs  ashore,  and  there  is  a  chance  that 
an  unfortunate  captain  or  an  officer  may 
be  implicated  and  punished,  a  formal 
investigation  is  speedily  ordered  and 
proceeded  with.  But  evidently  missing 
ships  receive  by  no  means  the  same 
zealous  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  In  their  case  all  that 
seems  to  be  necessary  is  a  preliminary 
inquiry  conducted  in  private  by  somebody 
nominated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  Usually  it  is  the  Collector  of 
Customs,  who  can  hardly  be  deemed  a 
competent  judge  of  nautical  affairs.  We 
are  denied  an  investigation  in  open  Court, 
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where  all  the  witnesses  obtainable  who 
can  give  material  evidence  can  be  called, 
and  can  be  subjected  to  that  searching 
cross-examination  which  is  likely  to  lead 
to  elucidating  doubtful  circumstances 
and  eliciting  material  facts,  which  would 
enable  the  Court  to  arrive  at  something 
approaching  a  definite  conclusion  as  to 
the  probable  couse  of  the  disaster.  It  is 
only  by  cross-examination  that  the 
veracity  of  a  witness  and  the  worth  of 
his  evidence  is  to  be  properly  tested,  and 
preliminary  inquiries,  where  ex  'parte 
statements  only  are  to  be  obtained,  are 
absolutely  worthless. 

;-  The  first  case  which  I  desire  to  bring  to 
your  Lordships'   notice   is  that  of  the 
steamer  "  Neptune,"  which  left  port  on 
1st  January  last,  and  has  never  since 
been  heard  of.     No  public  inquiry  has 
been  held  into  this  disaster,  even  though  I 
understand  that  the  Imperial  Merchant 
Service  Guild  have  informed  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  they  feel  that  the  matter  is  one 
which  demands  thorough  inquiry,  and, 
so    far   as   I   can   gather,   the    Marine 
Engineer's  Association  representing  the 
certificated   engineers   of   this    country, 
are  of  the  same  opinion.     The   Board 
of  Trade,  in  reply  to  the  Guild,  state 
that,  from  the  information  before  them 
concerning    the    "  Neptune,"    they    do 
not  think  that  any  useful  purpose  would 
be  served  by  a  formal  inquiry,  but  that 
they  would  be  prepared  to  reconsider 
their    decision    should    any   fresh    facts 
of  importance  be  brought  to  their  notice. 
But  it  is  the  clear  business  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  itself  to  elicit  as  many  facts 
as  possible  in  connection  with  shipping 
casualties,   and   my  contention   is   that 
they   cannot    do    so    without    a    public 
investigation  and  without  cross-examina- 
tion of  the  various  witnesses  who  are 
able  to   give  any  evidence  bearing  on 
the  case. 

The  information  supplied  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  as  a  result  of  the  private  pre- 
liminary inquiry  is,  I  presume,  carefully 
pigeon-holed,  and  the  public  are  abso- 
lutely in  the  dark  as  to  any  details 
connected  with  the  "  Neptune  "  at  the 
time  she  sailed  on  what  proved  to  be 
her  last  voyage.  Her  captain  did  not, 
I  believe,  hold  a  Board  of  Trade  cer- 
tificate, though  I  do  not  mention  this 
as    having    anything    to    do    with    the 

Lord  Muskerry, 


casualty.  I  hsVe,  however,  seen  lettra 
from  a  near  relation  of  one  of  the  ktdii:^ 
members  of  the  ciew  of  the  "  Neptune.* 
who  refers  to  difieient  mattezs  w\aA 
seem  to  warrant  thorough  investigition, 
if  only,  as  I  have  said  before,  for  the 
,  purpose  of  quieting  what  may  be  no- 
necessary  and  unjust  suspicion. 

The  next  case  referred  to  in  my  notice 
is  the  loss  of  the  "  Giindon  Hdl,"  a 
large  steamer  of  the  turret  type,  cMirpn^ 
over  5,000  tons  of  cargo,  her  oew  con- 
sisting  of   twenty-six   hands  all  toii 
She  left  the  port  of  Sulina  for  Glaagov 
on  4th  December  last,  and  has  not  ance 
been  heard  of.    One  would  have  thongkt 
that   a   public   investigation  bto  tUs 
disaster  would  be  ordered  as  a  mitter 
of  course.     But  this  was  not  so.    Whether 
the  pressure  which  had  been  broo^t 
to  bear  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
connection  with  the  absence  of  a  pnhfic 
inquiry  into  the  loss  of  the  "  Neptune*' 
accounts  for  at,  I  cannot  say,  but  it 
seems   somewhat   curious   that  in  Ae 
case  of  the  "  Grindon  Hall,"  which  cune 
on  at  a  later  date,  the  Board  of  Trade 
adopted   a   very   unusual  coune.   The 
general  practice  is  for  the  pieHniinaiT 
inquiry  to  be  held  before  the  Oolkctor 
of   Cuistoms,   but  in   this  case  of  thi 
''Grindon  HaU"  the  Board  of  Tiade 
specially    nominated    the     stipendiair 
magistrate  at  Cardiff,  assisted  l^  Captaii 
W.  B.  Bigley  as  a  nautical  asseawr,  ti 
conduct  the  preliminary  inquiry. 

The  solicitor  for  the  Board  of  Traib 
attended  this  preliminary  inquiry,  and  » 
did  the  solicitor  for  the  owners  of  tk 
steamer.  Various  witnesses  also  attendrf 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  evidoioe.  Btfi 
at  the  outset  of  the  proceeding^  thi 
stipendiary  cleared  the  Court,  static 
that  it  was  only  a  preliminary  inqnnr, 
and  the  shorthand  writer  was  ikBi 
allowed  to  remain  in  his  official  eapaotr 
as  shorthand  writer  to  the  Bo(ud  ti 
Trade.  On  the  solicitor  for  the  ovsflB 
of  the  steamer  inquiring  whether  he  m 
to  leave  the  Court  too,  the  stipoidiaiT 
remarked:  "Certainly."  Tfce  ]^ 
ceedings  were  then  oonduotod  in  prinli' 

Another  circumsti  e  that  is  also  BMt 

unusual  is  that  the  rd  of  TniB  hi« 

now  issued  a  full  &  rt  oi  the  eondt 

sions  of  this  prel  ay  mquBj  kt  Ai 

information  of  the  iic^  and  I  ihflril 
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lik«  to  know  why  they  have  done  bo  in 
this  case  and  not  in*  the  case  of  the 
••Neptune."  Why  should  one  disaster 
be  dealt  with  differently  from  another, 
when  information  of  public  interest  is 
published  by  the  Board  of  Trade  ? 
Furthermore,  it  is  a  most  unjust,  and  a 
highly  improper  course,  that  a  private 
inYestigation  should  be  held  where  res- 
ponsible parties  are  not  allowed  the 
right  of  legal  representation,  when  the 
results  of  this  inquiry  are  to  be  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  when  quite 
possibly  they  may  contain  opinions  and 
allegations  which  might  have  been  proved 
to  have  been  without  foundation  had  there 
been  proper  representation  of  the  different 
interests  at  the  inquiry  itselL 

To  show  your  Lordships  how  unfairly 
the  practice  operates,  I  find  in  the  Report 
of  this  inquiry  that,  on  the  testimony  of 
certain  witnesses,  important  statements 
as  to  the  loading  of  the  ship  said  to  have 
been  made  by  the  unfortunate  captain 
of  the  ''  Grindon  Hall "  are  stated  to 
have  been  apparently  inaccurate.  In 
fact,  the  captain  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  is  branded  as  a  perjurer  and  held 
responsible  for  the  loss  of  his  own  life  and 
the  lives  of  his  crew  in  sailing  from 
Sulina  with  his  cargo  not  stowed  in 
accordance  with  the  declaration  he  made 
before  the  British  Consul :  "  That  it  had 
been  stowed  in  accordance  with  Section 
454  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  of  1894." 
I  say  that  it  is  an  outrage  that  secret 
investigations  may  be  held  into  terrible 
disasters  of  this  kind,  where  representa- 
tion is  denied  the  parties  concerned,  and 
where,  as  a  result  of  the  inquiry,  the 

Board  of  Trade  may  issue  a  Report  of  its    ^"^   ^f*''^  ^^.^"^  ^  , 

opinions  which  drag  in  the  mire  the  good  ,  ^^",S^^^  an>thmg,  or  to  rely  upon 
names  of  men  who  have  lost  their  lives  P^ehminary  mquines,  which,  obviously 
in  an  honourable  calling.  *'^-  .thoroughly    misatisfactory^  from    a 
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improper  to  do  so.  But  there  is  one 
very  important  fact  with  which  all  sea- 
men are  familiar,  and  that  is  the  ex- 
treme difEculty  of  launching  boats  from 
turret-built  vessels  in  times  of  emergency 
when  heavy  weather  prevails.  This  is 
a  point  which  was  well  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  gentlemen  who  con- 
ducted the  preliminary  inquiry,  but,  so 
far  as  I  can  judge  from  their  Report,  it 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  neglected 
by  them.  It  is  well-known  amongst  sea- 
men that  in  heavy  weather  a  life-boat 
when  launched,  is  apt  to  get  dashed  on 
to  what  is  sometimes  called  the  "  boat- 
deck  "  or  turtle  back,  thereby,  perhaps, 
causing  irretrievable  damage  to  the  boat. 
It  seemes  that  a  life-boat  of  the  "  Grindon 
Hall "  was  picked  up  at  sea,  and  from 
its  condition  as  described  in  the  Report 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  damage 
was  caused  in  the  manner  to  which  I 
have  referred.  I  may  call  this  specula- 
tion founded  on  what  is  an  undoubted 
fact  in  launching  boats  in  heavy  weather 
from  turret-built  ships.  However,  this 
is  a  side  issue  upon  which  I  need  not  dwell 
further. 

What  I  wish  to  impress  upon  your 
Lordships  is  that  catastrophes  such  as 
those  of  the  "  Neptune "  and  the 
"  Grindon  Hall  "  are  allowed  to  be  passed 
by  without  any  public  investigation,  and 
that  in  the  case  of  the  *^  Grindon  Hall  " 
the  procedure  followed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  of  a  very  unfortunate  character. 
Why  there  should  be  any  need  for  secrecy 
in  connection  with  these  inquiries  I 
cannot  understand.  Surely  it  is  not 
the   desire  of  the   Board  of   Trade  to 


public       point      of 
I    make    no    charges    or   insinuations    chant    mariners    of 
whatever    against     anybody   connected 
with  the  ship — whether  builders,  owners, 
stevedores,  or  crew  ;    but  I  do  earnestly 
contend  that  as  this  is  a  matter  which 


point  of  view.  The  mer- 
mariners  of  this  country — and 
I  have  given  your  Lordships  the  names 
of  two  of  their  great  representative 
associations — are  wholly  justified  in  their 
contention  that  the  loss  of  a  missing  ship 


concerns  the  public  it  is  a  public  inquiry  •  is  of  serious  import  to  all  seafarers,  and  a 
only  which  will  satisfy  us  in  like  matters,  matter  which  demands  public  investiga- 
I  have  seen  letters  from  shipmasters  tion.  To  avoid  this  is  to  court/hostile 
who  have  taken  great  interest  in  this  criticism  and  suspicion,  for  which,  pos- 
"  Grindon  Hall  "  case,  knowing  a  good  .  sibly,  there  is  no  foundation  whatever, 
deal  about  it.  I  do  not  think  it  right  The  opinion  expressed  by  an  eminent 
to  bring  their  views  forward,  as  ;  authority,  Judge  Backhouse,^ President 
under   the   circumstances  it   would   be  ,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Court  of  Marine 
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Inquiry,  was  that  a  full  public  inquiry 
should  be  held  in  all  cases  of  marine 
disasters,  however  trivial. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  your  Lordships 
will  favour  me  with  your  support  in  this 
matter,  and  agree  to  my  Motion  that  in 
every  case  where  it  is  at  all  practicable 
the  loss  of  a  missing  ship  should  be  matter 
for  a  formal  investigation  to  be  held  in 
open  Court,  and  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  sections  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  which  fully  provide  for  it. 
We  cannot  be  too  solicitous  about  our 
sailors  or  about  their  safety.  They 
undertake  risks  and  perils  of  quite  an 
exceptional  character,  and  they  are  per- 
forming a  national  service  in  bringing 
our  food  supplies  to  this  country.  When, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  "  Grindon  Hall," 
they  lose  their  lives  in  this  vitally  im- 
portant work,  or  in  ships  engaged  in 
other  branches  of  our  commerce,  it  is  for 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  powers,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  find  out  in  some  satisfactory 
and  open  way  whether  every  human 
precaution  had  been  taken  to  ensure  the 
Siifety  of  the  men  whose  lives  had  been 
lost  in  such  a  sad  and  tragic  manner.  I 
beg  to  submit  the  Motion  standing  in  my 
name. 

Moved,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  it  is  desirable  that  in  every  case 
where  a  British  ship  is  posted  as  missing 
and  given  up  as  lost,  a  public  investiga- 
tion should,  when  practicable,  be  ordered 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  order,  if  pos- 
sible, to  elicit  any  material  facts  which 
might  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  probable 
cause  of  the  disaster." — (Lord  Muslcerry.) 

♦  Lord  HAMILTON  of  DALZELL  : 
^ly  Lords,  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord  ! 
and  the  House  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
are  fully  sensible  of  the  great  responsibilitv 
which  rests  upon  them  to  investigate  most 
thorouj^hly  any  such  disasters  as  the  two 
which  form  the  subject  of  the  noble  Lord's 
<]nostio!i.  I  think  I  had,  perhaps,  better 
explain  to  the  House  the  course  which 
is  adopted  in  these  cases. 

By  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  of  1894 
the  Board  of  Trade  are  empowered  to 
hold  au  inquiry  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of 
any  British  ship,  and  a  prehminary  in- 
vestigation may  be  held  by  an  inspecting 

Lirl  Muskerry. 


officer  of  the  Ooastguaid,  a  chiel  oSm 
of  Customs,  or  by  any  i>er8onB  appointed 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Tnle. 
The  practice  is  that  this  prelimimuy  in- 
quiry is  held,  and  if  there  is  any  suspickn 
that  an3rthing  could  be  brought  hmne  to 
any  one  as  being  the  cause  of  the  bs  oi 
the  vessel,  or  if  the  result  of  the  inqniiy 
is  to  show  that  there  is  a  tittle  of  evidence 
to  be  put  before  a  Court  of  law,  a  ixO&fBt 
public  inquiry  before  a  Court  of  summuy 
jurisdiction  invariably  takes  place. 

In  these  two  cases  preliminary  inqniiiei 
were  held.  In  the  case  of  the  "  Neptime,'* 
it  was  held  by  the  chief  Customs  offioen 
of  Dundee  and  Liverpool,  and  the  purport 
of  their  report  was  that  there  wm  no 
evidence  of  any  sort  to  bring  befoxe  a 
judicial  inquiry.  In  the  ease  ot  tk 
"  Grindon  Hall,"  a  similar  inquiiy  wii 
held  by  Mr.  Lewis,  the  stipendiary  migis- 
trate  at  Cardiff,  with  Captain  Bigler  u 
an  assessor ;  and  the  result  of  that  in- 
quiry, as  the  noble  Lord  has  pointed  out, 
is  contained  in  the  Beport  which  has  beet 
published  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  TUi 
Report  was  published  in  accordance  vitk 
the  usual  practice,  and  I  think  a  penal 
of  the  Beport  will  show  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  sort  to  bring  before  a  Court 
of  Law.  At  one  time  it  was  the  prsctiee 
to  hold  a  judcial  inquiry  in  every  case; 
but  on  many  occasions  it  was  found  thst 
there  was  no  evidence  of  any  sort  to  bring 
before  the  Court,  and  much  money,  time, 
and  trouble  were  absolutely  wasted  I 
can  assure  the  House  again  that  then 
preliminary  inquiries  axe  held  most  aii- 
f  ully ,  and  that  if  there  is  a  tittk  of  evideMi 
to  bring  before  a  Court  the  faither  inqniiT 
is  invariably  held.  I  hope,  therrfonk 
that  the  noble  Lord  will  not  piesi  i» 
Motion,  and  that  this  matter  will  be  kit. 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to  be  dcak  wA 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  ^ 
Board  of  Trade. 

*  LordELLENBOROUGH  :  MvLoiA^ 
whenever  the  humblest  laadamaa  ht>. 
longing  to  this  country  loses  his  life  by  a. 
unfortunate  sudden  death  be  iseetidii 
to  a  public  coroner's  inquest,  and  theai^ 
ter  is  carefully  gone  into.  Hcte  is  a  cms 
in  which  twenty-six  seemeii  kaw  '"^ 
peared,  yet  no  public  inqoiiT  is  te  ks  UL 
at  all  concerning  the  diMfltar.  I  «A 
with  the  permissioit  ei 
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lead  a  short  summary  of  the  investigation 
•oonoeming  the  "  Grindon  Hall"  as  it 
•appeared  'n  the  July  number  of  the 
IfatUiieal  Magazine^  which  reached  me  this 
afternoon.    It  is  said  that — 

**  mieXGourt,  after  taking  evidence,  are  of 
-ODinioa  that  the  vessel  must  have  foundered 
through  having  insufficient  stability  as  laden. 
Ib  all  other  respects  she  was  proved  to  have 
beea  in  good  and  seaworthy  condition,  but 
•lie  was  not  loaded  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  of  loading  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Xkade  on  the  25th  November,  1905,  or  in 
•ocoidance  with  the  provisions  of  Schedule  18 
<d  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  or  in 
aaoordance  with  the  regulations  made  by  the 
Boaid^of  Trade  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
4S3  of  the  said  Act." 

The  law  has  been  broken,  twenty-sx 
livoB  have  been  lost,  and  yet  there  is  to  be 
no  public  inquiry  !  I  do  not  at  all  know 
nrhat  the  result  of  a  public  inquiry  might 
be,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  masters  and 
officers  of  ships  are  in  the  habit  either  of 
over-loading  their  ships  or  of  going  to  sea 
"with  their  cargo  improperly  stowed  unless 
jHressure  is  put  upon  them  by  the  owners, 
oither  to  carry  more  cargo  or  to  hurry 
Iheir  ship  along  to  save  time.  For  these 
xeaaons  I  think  tha*:  the  circumstances 
should  be  threshed  out  in  some  way  in 

Sblic.  A  private  inquiry  is  no  answer  to 
sof  life,  and  I  hope  the  Board  of  Trade 
urill  reconsider  their  intention  not  to 
liold  any  further  inquiry. 

The  Marquess  OF  SALISBURY:   My 
Iiords,  I  confess  that  so  far  as  the  con-  , 
-versation  has  gone  I  do  not  think  your  | 
Iiordships  can  be  quite  satisfied  with  the 
jmswer   which    has   been   given   to   the  i 
question  of  my  noble  friend.     I  entirely  I 
ware  the  view  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
lias  just  sat  down  that  these  secret  in- 
quiries are  of  very  doubtful  expediency. 
B  the  thing  is  fit  for  an  inquiry  at  all 
it  is  far  better  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  public  in  its  character,  and  the  analogy 
"w.hich  he  has  drawn  between  an  accident 
resulting  in  loss  of  life  at  sea  and  one 
resulting  in  loss  of  life  on  land  seems  to 
me  a  perfectly  fair  and  true  analogy.  I 
If  life  is  lost  by  an  accident  on  land  in 
this  country  there  is,  and  must  always 
be,  a  public  inquiry  ;  no  exception  what- 
ever is  permitted  by  the  law.     However 
lacking  the  evidence  may  turn  out  to  be, 
there  must  be  a  coroner's  inquest ;    and 
rjdo  not  see  why  in  a  serious  loss  of  life 


at  sea  there  should  not   be   a.  sixnilar 
public  inquiry.    .  7- 

Thd  special  case  of  the  "  Grindon  Hall  •* 
is  that  the  inquiry  which  was  held  was" 
a  secret  inquiry.  If  it  had  remained 
secret  there  might  bave  been  something 
to  be  -said  for  it ;  but,  although  the 
inquiry  was  conducted  in  private, 
although  the  interested  parties  were  not 
allowed  to  be  represented^  the  solicitor^ 
for  the  owners  having  been  excluded 
from  the  room,  the  Board  of  Trade  after- 
wards published  the  result  of  the  inquiry.  • 
I  do  not*wish  to  pronounce  a  definite  and 
final  opinion,  but,  on  the  face  of  it,  that* 
appears  to  me  a  very  unfair  proceeding,. 
The  noble  Lord  who  replied  on  behalf  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  said  that  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  was  to  show  that  there 
was  no  evidence  against  anybody,  but 
I  think  he  is  inaccurate  in  that  respect, 
because  I  hold  the  report  of  the  inquiry, 
in  my  hand,  and  this  is  what  is  stated — 

"  In  the  notice  delivered  by  the  master  to 
the  Consular  officer  at  Sulina  on  the  day  he ' 
sailed,  he  stated  that  he  had  200  tons  of  cargo 
in  bags  in  the  hold,  uln  the.  same  notice  he  ■ 
also  stated  that  the  vessel  had  been  loaded 
in  aooordance  with  the  Boeurd  of  Trade  letter 
dated  25th   November.    According,  howevei| 
to   the   affidavits   of  the   stevedore,    and   the 
testimony  of  Captain  Beck  and  imother,  the 
master*8  statements,  both  as  tp  bagging  and- 
as  to  loading  in  accordance  with  theBoard  of 
Trade  instructions,  appear  tO  have  been  in- 
accurate." 

1 1  am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  Court 

!  found  that  the  statement  was  proved 

j  — I   do  not  think  they  did — but,  at  any 

I  rate,   a  statement  was  made  that  the 

master,  whose  life  was  lost  in  the  accident, 

was  responsible  for  an  action  contrary 

to  law  and  which  presumably  may  be 

taken  to  have  been  partly  the  cause  of 

what  happened. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  right  or  proper  that, 
having  held  an  inquiry  from  which  the 
representatives  of  the  parties  were  ex- 
cluded, the  Board  of  Trade  should 
publish  a  Report  gravely  incriminating 
one  of  the  parties.  If,  as  Lord  Hamilton 
says,  in  cases  where  a  preliminary  inquiry 
reveals  something  wrong  a  public  inquiry 
always  follows,  then  I  want  to  know 
why  a  public  inquiry  did  not  follow  in 
this  case.  I  am  almost  certain  that 
the  noble  Earl  who  leads  the  House  will 
express  his  sympathy  with  the  view  put- 
forward  by  Lord  Muskerry,and,  if  he  does* 
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I  hope  my  noble  friend  will  not  persist 
in  his  Motion.  But  if  the  noble  Earl  does 
not,  then  I  think  my  noble  friend's 
Motion  will  be  justified. 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  competent  to  enter 
into  the  details  concerning  the  loss  of 
these  two  ships,  but  as  a  humble  Member 
of  your  Lordship's  House,  and  one  of 
the  general  public,  1  think  lam  as  qualified 
as  any  man  in  the  street  might  be  to 
express  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  it  is 
desirable,  in  every  case  where  a  British 
ahip  is  posted  as  missing  and  given  up  as 
lost,  that  a  public  investigation  should, 
where  practicable,  be  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  order  to  elicit,  if 
possible,  any  material  facts  which  might 
tend  to  throw  light  on  the  probable 
cause  of  the  disaster. 

The  seafaring  population  of  this 
comitry  is  the  backbone  of  our  protection. 
We  have  to  rely  solely  upon  the  sailors 
of  the  country,  not  only  for  naval  pro- 
tection, but  for  our  very  food.  There- 
fore, their  well-being  is  a  matter  of  the 
nlost  vital  importance  to  this  country. 
We  have  to  consider  how  to  make  these 
men  contented,  feeling  that  they  are 
protected  by  Parliament,  and  that  they 
can  go  upon  these  ships  without  the 
knowledge  that  their  lives  might  be 
sacrificed  through  the  negligence,  if  not 
through  the  wickedness,  of  the  owners 
of  these  vessels.  That  is  the  point,  and 
what  I  ^^ish  to  know  is,  are  the  Board 
of  Trade  taking  that  \'iew  of  the  question 
or  not  i  If  they  realise  that  the  sailors 
of  this  country  must  be  protected,  and 
that  the  British  public  will  insist  upon  it 
if  once  they  know  that  they  are  not 
protected,  then  I  say  they  are  doing 
right.  But  if  they  are  for  one  moment  i 
allowing  the  owners^  or  money,  or  wealth, 
or  inriuence  to  have  anything  to  say  i 
to  the  lives  of  the  sailors,  they  are  on 
the  wrong  line,  and  they  will  know  it 
boon  enough  ;  for  if  there  comes  forward 
a  man  Nnth  the  power  of  speech,  able 
to  address  large  audiences  and  to  tell 
them  that  the  Board  of  Trade  are  con- 
sidering the  interests  of  rich  men  and 
not  the  interests  of  poor  men,  then 
those  at  present  in  office  will  not  sit  long 
on  the  btMichos  of  power. 

The  Marquess  of  S^alisbury. 


I  do  not  say  one  thing  or  the  other; 
but  I  do  say  this  with  emphMis,  that  to 
the  ordinary  man  in  the  street  tke 
answer  that  has  been  given  by  the  noble 
Tjord  who  represents  the  Govenimeot 
shows  quite  clearly  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  thinking  much  more  about  At 
expense  of  investigations  than  of  the  livn 
of  the  men.  If  that  idea  once  gets  poflses- 
sion  of  the  public,  woe  betide  any  Govern- 
ment that  permits  it.  A  very  true 
analogy  was  given  by  Lord  Ellenboiongk 
— ^that  of  an  accidental  death  on  iuid. 
That  is  only  the  case  of  one  individual, 
but  is  it  not  much  more  imp<»tant  that 
we  should  insist  upon  an  open  inquiry  in 
the  case  of  the  loss  of  vessels  with  Buny 
hands  !  It  appears  to  me  that  die  Boazd 
of  Trade  have  not  taken  the  qoestiou  of 
the  well-being  of  our  seafaring  populatioik 
sufficiently  seriously. 

Before  sitting  down  I  should  like  to 
thank  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  VtoAimv, 
who  has,  by  his  able  and  peiiisteiit 
conduct  in  this  House  on  behalf  of  the 
sailors  of  the  mercantile  marine,  given  liso 
to  the  feeling  throughout  the  country  tint 
it  is  your  Lordships'  House  whidi  hts 
especially  the  interests  of  the  sailor  at 
heart.  I  thank  him  for  it.  I  am  prond 
that  this  House  should  take  the  sulor 
under  its  care,  and  I  hope  that  the  noUe 
Lord's  Motion  mil  be  passed.  Honey,. 
my  Lords,  ought  not  to  come  into  con- 
sideration at  all.  It  is  a  question  of  tlie 
lives  of  our  seamen ;  it  is  a  qnestioD  of 
the  food  of  this  country ;  it  is  a  question 
of  our  very  existence  from  day  to  day; 
and  I,  therefore,  hope  your  Lordships  will 
support  the  Motion  of  my  noble  friend. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  m. 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Cbbwi): 
My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  that  I  am  nol 
acquainted  with  the  special  ciicum- 
stances  of  the  two  cases  which  h«ve  been 
brought  before  the  House  by  the  noUe 
Lord.  I  shall  have  a  word  to  saj  in  a 
moment  about  the  noble  Earl  lAo  has 
just  sat  down  ;  but,  in  the  meantuns^  I 
am  in  agreement  with  him  as  to  Ae 
ser\'ice  which  the  noble  Lord  oppogto- 
does,  and  has  for  so  long  done,  in  btugiiiff 
cases  affecting  the  comfort  and  lives  ot 
the  sailors  -  of  the  mercantile  vmosft 
before  your  liordships'  Houee»  baeloBd  by 
a  knowledge  in  which  ki'thu  lespeet 
he  has  no  equal  in  this  AwiemMy. 
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The  noble  Earl  who  has  jtut  sat  down 
had  rather  detracted  attention  from  the 
facta  of  the  case  by  an  outburst  of 
rhetoric.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
noble  Earl  assuming  an  exceedingly  high 
standard,  both  of  conduct  and  morality. 
We  all  greatly  respect  the  noble  Earl. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  that  entitles  him 
to  bring  against  those  who  represent  a 
public  department  vague,  reckless, 
and,  as  I  believe,  absolutely  unfounded 
charges  of  indifference  to  the  lives  of  our 
8ea;nen.  I  protest  very  strongly  against 
such  language  as  that.  It  does  not  help 
the  noble  Earl's  case.  The  case  is  one, 
I  admit,  well  worthy  of  consideration. 
It  was  set  before  us  in  a  very  moderate 
manner  by  Lord  Muskerry,  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  followed  him,  and  by  the 
noble  Marquess  on  the  front  bench 
opposite,  who,  having  been  himself  at  the 
Board  of  Trade,  speaks  on  this  subject 
with  authority.  I  shall,  therefore,  say  no 
more  with  regard  to  the  noble  Earl  on  the 
cross  benches. 

I  quite  admit  that  the  views  which  have 
been  expressed  by  the  noble  Lords 
opposite  are  worthy  of  close  examination. 
It  may  be,  I  think,  that  either  one  of  two 
courses  ought  to  be  taken.  If  a  private 
inquiry  is  held  in  such  cases  as  this  it 
should,  as  the  noble  Marquess  has  said, 
remain  private,  I  think  there  is  much 
to  be  said  for  that  view,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  my  noble  friend  behind  me  will 
represent  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  can  conceive  that  there 
would  be  very  great  difficulty,  in  cases 
where  an  accident  had  occurred  from 
which  unhappily  nobody  had  survived, 
in  carrying  out  a  public  judicial  inquiry. 
For  such  an  inquiry  you  must  have 
real  evidence,  and  I  take  it  that  the 
analogy  upon  which  it  is  possible  to  go 
is  that  in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a 
railway  accident.  An  inquest  may  be 
held,  and  is  held,  of  course,  upon  the 
victims  of  the  accident ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  may  be  desirable  in  some  cases  to 
hold  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
accident,  not  always  of  a  public  char- 
acter, at  which  language  can  be  used 
which  could  not  be  used  by  those  who 
have  to  give  evidence  on  oath. 

I  take  it  that  if  a  public  inquiry  had 
been  held  in  this  case  nobody  would 
have   been  there  to  give  what  would 


be  considered  evidence  in  a  Court  of 
law,  and  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  in  past  times  these  inquiries  have- 
been  instituted  and  have  been  found  to- 
be  absolutely  nugatory  from  that  fact. 
The  inquiry  has  been  open,  but  nothing^ 
in  the  nature  of  real  evidence  has  been 
forthcoming,  and  it  has  had  to  be  closed 
with  an  expression  of  regret.  On  the 
other  point,  as  to  private  inquiries  at 
which  statements  are  made  which  are 
necessarily  of  a  purely  conjectural  char- 
acter, but,  at  the  same  time,  may  cause 
pain  to  the  relatives  of  those  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  unhappy  accident — 
it  is  matter  for  close  consideration  whether 
those  charges,  if  charges  they  be,  should 
in  any  sense  be  made  public,  and  my 
noble  friend  behind  me  will  no  doubt 
see  that  my  right  hon.  friend  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  informed  of  the 
strong  opinions  on  this  point  which 
have  been  expressed  by  noble  Lords^^ 
opposite. 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY:  My 
Lords,  I  only  intervene  as  a  result  of 
what  the  noble  Lord  has  just  said.  I 
confess  I  am  a  little  disturbed  at  finding 
that  the  report  of  such  an  inquiry  as 
this,  which  ended  in  the  conviction  in 
the  minds  of  those  conducting  the  in- 
quiry that  some  great  irregularity,  if  not 
illegality,  had  been  committed,  and 
which  prima  facie  will  reflect  upon  the 
owners  or  charterers  of  the  vessel  as 
the  case  may  be,  is  published,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  solicitor  repre- 
senting the  owner  of  the  vessel  had  been 
excluded  from  the  inquiry.  I  rather 
think  the  noble  Earl  himself  feels  that, 
too  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  wish  to 
enforce  it  further.  I  presume  they 
had  some  evidence.  At  all  events,  if 
there  is  enough  evidence  to  justify  the 
examining  officers  coming  to  a  particular 
conclusion,  it  ought  to  be  made  known 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
adduced,  because  it  may  involve  a  very 
grave  reflection  upon  the  owners,  the 
charterers,  or  the  merchants,  whoever 
it  may  be,  at  whose  instance  the  vessel 
was  sent  to  sea. 

Lord  MUSKERRY:  My  Lords,  I 
shall,  of  course,  be  guided  by  my  noble 
friend  on  the  Front  Opposition  Benck 
as  to  whether  or  not  I  dxM  divide  oit 
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my  Motion.  But  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  nothing  what- 
-ever  has  been  said  as  to  the  case  of  the 
•*  Neptune.'*  We  do  not  know  how 
many  lives  were  lost  in  that  vessel. 
There  was  a  preliminary  inquiry,  but 
that  is  all  we  have  heard.  It  often 
happens  that  coroners'  inquests  have 
no  evidence  placed  before  them,  but 
they  are  always  held.  Why  should 
there  not  be  a  public  inquiry  also  in 
■every  case  where  a  vessel  is  lost  ?  [The 
noble  Lord  here  consulted  Lord  Salis- 
bury.] In  the  circumstances,  my  Lords, 
Ijwill  not  press  my  Motion  to  a  division. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withrdawn. 


views,  therefore,  of  very  many  people 
have  been  placed  before  the  Goyenunent, 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  repeat  those  vievi 
at  any  great  length.  My  purpose  thii 
afternoon  is  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Goveni' 
ment  whether,  with  the  expert  knowkdge 
now  at  their  command,  they  intend  to 
take  any  definite  action  in  the  immediite 
future.  One  cannot  help  feeling  tbt 
during  the  last  two  years  the  position  of 
affairs  has  become  much  more  seiions. 
Two  breeding  seasons  have  been  lost,  bat 
I  sincerely  hope  that  we  are  not  going 
to  lose  a  third. 

At  one  of  the  conferences  to  wUch  I 
have  referred  a  distinguished  officer  from 
the  War  Office  was  good  enough  to  attend 
and  to  tell  us  the  latest  mobilisaticm 
requirements  of  the  Army  in  the  mstta 
of  horses.  This  officer  told  us  that  in 
order  to  mobilise  aU  our  troops  ve 
required  173,000  horses.  Of  this  number 
59,000  are  required  for  the  cavalry,  and 
17,000  for  the  Reserve.  The  wastage  of 
war  will  probably  cause  a  rehorsing  in 
six  months,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
therefore,  there  will  have  been  taken 
180,000  horses  for  the  cavalry  alone. 
The  resouces  of  the  United  Kingdom  are 
roughly  1,500,000  horses;  but  only 
150,000  of  these  are  fit  for  cavalry  m. 
Therefore  in  this  country  at  present  ve 
have  30,000  fewer  horses  than  we  should 
require  in  the  first  year  of  a  war.  That  is 
serious  enough,  but  the  position  is  getting 
worse,  f  or'the  birth-rate  is  decreaung. 

In  England,  according  to  the  latest 

figures  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain, 

there  were   10,000  fewer  foals  in  1906 

In  Ireland  there  weie 

I  1.450    fewer    brood    mares    and    1,^ 

Shortly  after  the  debate  to  which  I ,  fewer  recreation  horses,  as  a  result  of  a 

refer,  the  noble  Earl  opposite,  the  Presi-  i  comparison  of  those  two  years ;     and 

dent  of  the   Board  of  Agriculture,  was  i  I  was  surprised  and  horrified  to  hear  a 

uood  enough  to  summon  a  number  of ;  distinguished  ex-Governor  of  an  Anstnlian 

.;.  ...u.  —  :.,*. — .,*...j  ;.»  *^^^- '  Colony  state  at  one  of  the  conferences  to 

which  I  have  referred,  that  the  same 
tale  of  decrease  is  to  be  told  in  respect  of 
Australia  and  Canada ;  so  that  we  am 
becoming  more  and  more  dependeni 
on  the  foreigner  and  less  and  k* 
on  ourselves.  But  at  the  same  tine 
our  export  of  horses  shows  an  incnase. 
In  1904.  we  exported  only  33,9B5  bofses, 
but  in  1906  we  exported  00,400;  scd 
your  Lordships  wiU,  of  oourasb  nslu* 
that   foreign   buyers   do  not  coow  ^ 


HORSES  FOR  THE  ARMY. 
*The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  rose 
to  call  attention  to  the  recent  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Horse- 
breeding  and  to  the  question  of  the 
provision  of  horses  for  military  purposes, 
and  to  move  for  Papers.  The  noble  Earl 
said  :  My  Lords,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
nie  to  detaiji  your  Lordships  at  any  length 
this  afternoon  in  introducing  the  subject 
of  which  I  have  given  notice.  It  is  really 
a  corollary  of  a  debate  which  took  place 
in  your  Lordships'  House  two  years  ago, 
when  several  noble  Lords  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  their  \'iew8  at  some 
length  before  the  House.  The  debate 
on  that  occasion,  I  thijik  it  is  not  ex- 
aggerating to  say,  displayed  a  serious 
state  of  aifairs,  and  a  state  of  affairs  of 
which  there  has  been  no  active  ameliora- 
tion since  that  date,  though  I  am  the  first 
to  admit  that  something  has  been  done  ^^^^j^  j^  1905 
in  the  field  of  inquiry. 


those  of  us  who  are  interested  in  this 
subject  to  a  ooiiferenoe  at  the  Board  of 
Agriculture — a  conference  which,  I  think, 
was  of  very  srivU  educational  value.  A 
number  of  other  conferences  have  also 
taken  place.  There  was  one  at  the 
Vnited  Service  Institution,  there  have 
been  some,  1  think,  at  the  military  head- 
quarters, and  there  was  one  about  ten  days 
aiio  follow  in  1:  u[H>n  a  baiiviuet  ot  a  club 
interested  in  military  matters  and  to  which 
many  of  your  Lordshij^?  Wlon^j-  The 
Loni  Musktrm. 
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England  to  buy  our  worst  horses  or 
onp  average  horses,  but  our  best.  Where- 
as in  1904  we  had  in  this  country  208,000 
horses  under  a  year  old,  in  1907  there 
were  but  184,000,  and  in  Ireland  there 
has  been  a  decrease  of  11,500  horses 
in  three  years. 

Your  Lordships  will  remember  the 
•difficulties  which  this  country  experienced 
in  obtaining  horses  for  the  South  African 
war.  If  I  remember  rightly,  we  required 
lor  that  war,  roughly,  half  a  million 
horses,  and  we  had  the  markets  of  the 
world  open  to  us.  We  cannot  lay  down 
as  a  fact  that  in  any  future  war  in  which 
we  may  be  engaged  we  shall  find  similar 
facilities  for  the  supply  of  the  horses 
we  require  ;  but,  even  apart  from  that, 
it  is  not  exaggerating  to  say  that  if 
a  war  were  upon  us  now  our  difficulty 
in  getting  horses  would  be  infinitely 
greater  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  In 
almost  every  direction  you  fmd  an 
increase  of  difficulty.  Every  one  of 
your  Lordships  who  read  the  Report 
of  Lord  Elgin's  Commission  will  re- 
member that  far  and  away  the  most 
satisfactory  thing  in  connection  with 
the  horsing  of  the  Army  in  South 
Africa  was  the  successful  result  of  the 
employment  of  the  London  'bus  horse 
as  an  Artillery  horse.  Everybody  spoke 
well  of  them ;  but  at  one  of  the  recent 
<5onferences  a  director  of  one  of  the 
London  omnibus  companies  said  that 
at  this  moment  80  per  cent,  of  the 
London  omnibus  horses  were  foreign 
born.  I  only  mention  this  in  passing 
to  show  that  it  is  not  a  satisfactory 
feature,  and  that  even  the  horses  which 
proved  the  most  satisfactory  that  we 
had  to  deal  with  in  South  Africa  cannot 
be  produced  in  England  to  a  greater 
-extent  than  20  per  cent.  Obviously, 
therefore,  something  must  be  done. 
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not  to  the  improvement  of  the  roads, 
as  has  been  suggested  by  my  noble 
friend  behind  me.  Lord  Montagu  of 
Beaulieu,  but  to  go  to  horse-breeding. 
I  do  not  think  that  my  noble  friend 
who  represents  the  War  Office  would 
himself  adopt  that  as  a  practical  remedy, 
but  it  is  interesting  as  showing  what 
extraordinary  schemes  are  put  forward. 
We  do  not,  as  I  say,  want  quack  remedies. 
It  is  only  Government  action  that  can 
help  us  to  deal  properly  with  the  com- 
petition we  are  sufEering  from  at  this 
moment  on  the  part  of.  foreign  Grovern- 
ments.  The  question  resolves  itself  under 
two  very  simple  heads — firstly,  what  is 
to  be  done ;  and,  secondly,  who  is  to 
do  it  ? 

In  answer  to  the  question  what  is  to  be 
done,  there  are,  to  my  mind,  two  essentials 
that  must  be  considered.  In  the  first 
place,  there  must  be  a  large  extension  pf 
what  is  now  done  for  stallions.  At 
present  the  Royial  Commission  are  able 
to  offer  twenty-eight  King's  premiums 
for  stallions,  and  these  I  believe  to  be 
wholly  insufficient  to  ensure  breeding 
solely  from  good  stallions,  or  to  ensure 
that  all  our  best  stallions  are  not  taken  out 
of  the  country  by  foreign  Grovernments. 
This  action  must  be  extended  and  in- 
creased. I  do  not  wish  to  suggest  that 
we  should  extend  it  to  the  extent  that 
foreign  Grovemments  have  gone.  I  be- 
lieve the  French  Government  owns 
2,500  stallions.  I  do  not  suggest  that  we 
should  try  to  emulate  that  example,  but  I 
mention  the  figure  as  showing  that 
whatever  we  do  now  is  totally  inadequate 
when  compared  with  these  figures.  I 
believe  the  Irish  plan  is  a  good  one.  In 
Ireland  facilities  are  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  enable  private  individuals  to 
purchase  good  stallions,  but  that  does 
not  go  far  enough.     Personally  I  should 


Activity  is^called  for  on  the  part  of  |  ""t  ^^^^^^^^  *^  ^,^PP^^,  ^  Government 
the  Government,  and  by  activity  one  Ti^^^  proposed  to  make  it  absolutely 
means    extension    of    organisation,    and    ^"T^  ^"^  f""^^!  *  ''i— f  A  ^""5 

<.xtension    of    organisation,    of    course,  ^^t^l^^  ^^^'^  ^*  T  u^^'^^n^^^^^ 
means  money.     We  do  not  want  quack  I  ?^^'^f    ^«    ^^^    ^^    *    Government 
remedies.     I    was   surprised   to   see,    in    ^^^P^^*^''- 
an  account  of  a  speech  made  the  other       I  hope  the  Grovemment  will  do  some- 


day by  a  distinguished  soldier  who  is 
interested  in  this  matter,  a  proposal, 
put  forward,  I  hope,  not  seriously,  that 
the  motor  car  de  luxe  should  be  discouraged 
hy  heavy .  taxation,  the  money  to  go, 


thing  also  as  regards  mares.  Many  of 
our  best  mares  are  now  leaving  the 
country,  having  been  purchased  by 
foreign  Governments  and  individuals 
abroad.    They  are  thus  lost  to  U)    ot 
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breeding  purposee.  It  is  a  regrettable  fact 
that  a  mare  bought  forthe  Annyis  equally 
lost.  I  believe  it  is  a  most  exceptional 
thing  that  a  mare  on  ce  bought  forthe  Army 
is  ever  used  for  the  purpose  of  breeding. 
The  Army  system  is  that  once  they  have 
got  a  horse  they  work  it  until  it  drops, 
and  by  the  time  it  drops  it  is  not  a  very 
good  subject  for  breeding  purposes.  I 
do  not  intend  to  go  into  detail  on  the 
subject  of  what  is  required  for  mares. 
The  details  are  before  your  Lordships  in 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  now 
lying  on  the  Table.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
something  must  be  done  to  re-stock 
districts  ^^'ith  suitable  mares,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  ensure  that  their  progeny  is 
not  entirely  lost  for  the  purposes  of 
further  breeding.  We  require,  in  fact,  to 
build  up  our  stock  in  the  districts  from 
top  to  bottom  for  breeding  purposes. 

Something  has  been  done  without  cost 
to  the  public,  but  not  enough  to  cause 
amelioration  to  the  extent  required. 
But  I  think  enough  has  been  done  to  show 
that  from  small  beginnings  and  small 
expenditure  satisfactori'  results  do  follow, 
and  results  such  as  would  justify  the 
most  timid  of  Governments — I  am  not 
now  referring  to  the  present  Government 
— to  take  a  plmige.  I  am  informed  that 
ill  one  district  eleven  mares  were  placed 
out  under  ob8er\-ation  at  a  cost  of  £15. 
I  do  not  pretend  that  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  will  be  able  to  organise  any 
districts  at  a  cost  of  25s.  per  mare,  but  I 
mention  the  figure  as  showing  that  with 
very  little  initial  expenditure  something 
can  be  done,  and  that  a  moderate  expendi- 
ture may  really  be  expected  to  have  a 
great  result. 

'  Thk  UNDER-SECRETAjRiY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Lucas)  :  They 
woro  i.ot  bought  for  £15. 

*Thk  Earl  of  PONOITtHMORE  : 
No,  thov  were  presents,  but  the  dis- 
tributiiii;  ori:;iui<ation  only  cost  £15.  I 
i-ow  I  OHIO  to  the  second  question:  ^^'ho  > 
:>  to  do  this  ■  The  RovaI  (.\Mumission 
has  hitherto  been  the  only  authority 
i!.:erestir.i:  itself  in  this  question  in  a 
pniv  tii-rtl  UKiiiner  andalthouiih  there  have 
I  eer.  certain  attacks  lately  ma  vie  on  the 
Roval  ronuuisssion.  I  oenainly  do  not 
desire  toassivi^ite  niysellwith  them.  and. 


above  all,  I  do  not  wish  to  rush  in  between 
the  two  assailants.  I  think  eTeiybody  will 
admit  that  the  Boyal  Commission  lis 
for  twenty-one  years  done  excellent 
work  with  almost  starvation  resooices* 
and  the  public  owes  them  a  most  sincere 
debt  of  gratitude  for  the  good  work 
that  has  been  gratuitously  done  by  the 
individual  members.  The  Reports  ther 
make  from  time  to  time,  the  twelfth  of 
which  is  now  before  your  Lordships^ 
contain  almost  invariably  information 
and  advice  to  anyone  interested  in  horse- 
breeding.  They  have  always  known 
their  own  minds,  they  have  advocated 
certain  measures  of  amelioration  ever 
since  they  were  formed,  and  it  has  only 
been  want  of  funds  that  has  prevented 
them  carrying  out  their  original  policy. 
A  policy  of  premiums  is  not,  I  believe, 
what  they  would  consider  their  first  and 
their  principal  remedy.  They  were  forced 
back  upon  their  second  line  of  policy 
for  want  of  funds,  but  I  think  everybody 
will  admit  that  their  second  line  of 
policy  has  been  a  very  successfol  one. 
I  am  informed  that  the  success  of  the 
premium  system  as  regards  the  miin 
object  with  which  it  was  institnted— 
that  is  to  say,  the  promotion  of  sound- 
ness— is  shown  by  the  &ct  that  with  sn 
annual  production  of  783  foals  from 
premium  horses  their  descendants  wtm 
498  prizes  in  1907. 

But  if  the  work  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission is  to  be  extended,  or,  to  put  it 
boldly,  if  the  Treasury  is  to  provide 
more  money  for  this  Idnd  of  work,  I 
cannot  disguise  from  myself  the  fict 
that  they  are  more  likely  to  provide  it 
if  it  is  to  be  spent  under  the  supennaoa 
of  a  Government  Department.  There- 
fore, if  the  necessities  of  the  case  make 
some  sort  of  reorganisation  necflflwy 
— I  believe  they  do — ^I  would  content 
myself  by  saying  that  I  hope  the  benefit 
which  the  public  has  received  from  the 
advice  of  this  body  of  experts  for  the 
past  twenty-one  years  will  not  be  kwt* 
and  that  we  shall  continue  to  enjoy  Ae 
advantage  of  the  assistance  in  wa» 
form  or  other  of  the  individual  memba» 
of  the  Royal  Commission.  What  is  H, 
therefore,  that  the  GoTemment  have 
TO  hand  ?  They  hawe  the  froitB  ^ 
twenty-one  years  of  expoience;  they 
have  the  reports  of  confmnceB  iimmBtf- 
able,  in  the  course  of  whidL  eweijbod^ 
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interested  in  the  subject  has  been  able 
to  put  his  view  forward;  and  thej 
have  in  the  Papers  before  your  Lord* 
ships  certain  schemes  which  I  claim 
liave  acted  successfully,  though  only  on 
«mall  lines.  I  hope,  tfjierefore,  that 
before  this  debate  concludes,  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  will  be  able  to  tell  us  that 
lie  means  to  push  forward  vigorously, 
both  as  regards  organisation  and  ex- 
penditure, towards  an  object,  upon  the 
advisability  of  reaching  which  I  take 
it  we  are  all  agreed^  |^ 

Moved,  "For  Papers  relating  to  the 
-question  of  the  provision  of  horses 
ior  military  purposes." — {The  Sari  of 
Donoughmore,) 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :     My  Lords, 
I  must  first  thank  the  noble  Earl  for  the 
Mattering  tribute  he  paid  to  the  modest, 
if  painstaking,  operations  of  the  Royal 
Commission.    The  noble  Earl  said,   at 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  that  if  a 
grant  was  likely  to  be  given  to  supplement 
more  substantially  what  has  been  done 
by  the  Royal  Commission,  it  would  be 
more  willingly  given  by  Parliament  if 
vested   in    a    Grovemment    Department 
rather  than  in  the  present  Royal  Com- 
mission.   Although  as  a  Commissioner 
I  might  have  liked  to  have  had  notice  of 
that  proposition,  speaking  ofi-hand  I  find  j 
myself   in    agreement    with    him.     The  | 
noble  Earl  also  said  that  this  is  a  subject 
which  invariably  lends  itself  to  repetition. 
I  have  noticed  that  anjrthing  to  do  with  i 
liorses  alwajB  does.    I  will,  however,  try  ' 
not  to  repeat  what  I  have  previously , 
rsaid  and  what  the  noble  Earl  has  said, 
and  there  is  no  necessity,  I  think,  for  me 
to  give  again  the  figures  with  which  he  , 
has  already  dealt  in  the  best  possible  I 
way  to  bring  the  present  state  of  things  I 
'home  to  the  House.     I  was  very  glad  that 
the  noble  Earl  who  moved  this  Motion 
did  not  adduce  an  argument  which  I  have 
•  constantly  heard  brought  f  orward,namely ,  , 
why  does  the  richest  country  in  the  world  I 
only  give  £6,000  a  year  to  horse-breeding,  ' 
while  France  gives  £200,000,  and  Austria 
£220,000?     I   was   glad  that  argument 
was  not  used,  because  the  cases  are  not 
comparable,  we  having  no  extended  land 
frontiers  to  protect. 

I  do  not  like  bounty-fed  industries. 
I  dislike  extremely  any  restriction  on  the 


free  current  of  supply  and  demand,  and  I 
think  the  sombre  picture  of  our  horse 
possibilities  is  often  overdrawn  and  the 
jeremiads  about  it  are  ver>  often  overdone* 
Yet  at  the  same  time  I  find  myself  in  agree* 
ment  with  the  noble  Earl  in  that,  with 
all  these  reservations  in  my  mind,  we 
are  at  present  face  to  face  with  a  combina- 
tion of  various  circumstances  which,  if  it 
becomes  normal,  will  be  certainly  insecure, 
and  in  the  emergency  of  a  sudden  outbreak 
of  war  would  at  once  become  extremely 
hazardous.  I  rest  myself  for  this  on  the 
words  of  Lord  Carrington  a  few  months  ago 
when  he  told  a  company  of  his  coimtry* 
men  that  horse-breecUng  occupies  a 
thoroughly  unsafe  and  imsatisfactory 
position4  No  one  will  accuse  the  noble 
Earl  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture of  being  a  pessimist  about  any 
of  the  duties  that  are  committed  to  his 
charge.  When  he  says  that,  I  think 
we  may  believe  that  he  is  citing  what  is 
the  actual  state  of  things,  and  we  may 
credit  him  with  a  sincere  determination 
to  get  this  position  into  a  more  agreeable 
prospective  in  view  of  occurrences  which 
might  arise. 

As  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  spoken 
said,  we  are  considering  especially  the 
provision  of  public  service  horses — 
artillery,  cavalry,  and  transport.  The 
noble  Earl  said  a  good  many  things  about 
'bus  horses  which  I  will  not  go  into,  but 
I  say  "ditto"  to  him  on  those  points. 
While  we  may  look  upon  it  from  the 
Army  point  of  view,  we  have  also  got  the 
consumer  and  the  taxpayer's  point  of 
view  inextricably  involved.  We  are  all 
taxpayers,  many  of  us  are  interested 
directly  or  indirectly  in  agriculture,  we 
are  all  concerned  with  an  efficient  cavalry, 
and  as  a  House  we  have  always  been 
particularly  connected  by  the  public 
with  a  knowedge  of  and  liking  for  any 
thing  to  do  with  horseflesh.  I  remember 
the  late  Lord  Pembroke  used  to  say  that 
there  was  only  one  subject  which  did 
interest  the  House  of  Lords,  namely, 
anything  to  do  with  horses.  So  that 
such  seed  as  is  sown  to-night  seems  to  me 
to  have  the  benefit  of  being  sown  on  more 
or  less  prepared  ground. 

In  my  opinion  what  we  have  to  consider 
is  whether  the  taxpayer  can  be  honestly 
recommended  to  give  a  little  more,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  public  service 
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horses,  and  whether  agriculture  by  some 
practical  covenant  of  this  kind  can  be 
induced  to  breed  more  horses  of  the  type 
•and  quality  required,  from  which  Army 
purchasers  can  select  their  requirements 
and  anticipate  the  foreign  purchaser, 
whose  operations  are  represented  by  some 
people  as  being  almost  piratical,  though  as 
a  producer  of  horses  I  cannot  take  quite 
that  view  myself.  I  am  told  that  only 
the  other  day  the  powers  that  be  at  the 
War  Office,  acting  in  harmony  with  the 
powers  that  be  at  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  good  thing 
would  be  for  the  Government  to  buy  three- 
year-olds.  That  I  believe  to  be  a  matter 
of  cardinal  importance,  and  it  would  be 
the  most  important  step  taken  since  this 
question  has  been  prominently  before 
the  public.  It  would  give  an  especial 
stimulus  in  England.  I  believe  that  the 
great  majority — certainly  over  70  per 
cent. — of  the  horses  for  the  Army  are 
bought  in  Ireland.  They  are  purchased 
when  four  years  old.  The  Irishman  has 
an  aptitude  for  horses  which  the  English- 
man does  not  possess.  He  has  a  coimtry 
which  is  practically  unfenced,  and  he 
naturally  wishes  to  keep  his  horse  till 
it  is  four  years  old.  If  he  does  not  like 
the  animal  then,  he  is  willing  to  sell  it 
at  remount  price,  but  he  is  not  willing  to 
sell  a  three-year-old.  But  there  are  lots 
of  people  in  England  with  small  fenced 
holdings,  and  the  very  last  thing  they 
want  is  a  wild  and  well-bred  three-year- 
old  knocking  about  the  place  with  no  one 
to  look  after  him.  That  man  is  willing  to 
sell  a  three-year-old,  and  I,  as  a  taxpayer, 
would  run  the  risk  of  buying  a  three-year- 
old.  The  foreigners  are  quite  good 
enough  judges  to  come  here  and  buy 
our  three-year-olds. 

I  rather  agree  with  the  noble  Earl 
that  if  something  is  going  to  be  done, 
it  need  not  be  a  very  large  sum.  The 
Government  have  already  a  good  deal 
of  experience,  and  active  machinery 
is  at  hand  which  has  been  riiore  or  less 
perfected  by  the  Brood  Mare  Society, 
the  Hunters'  Improvement  Society,  the 
farmers'  clubs,  and  the  district  com- 
mittees which  do  a  great  deal  of  useful 
work  for  the  Royal  Commission.  The 
noble  Earl  referred  to  quack  remedies. 
Speaking  as  a  taxpayer  I  am  not  fond 
of    very    heroic    remedies,    represented 

Lord  Ribblesdale. 


by  the  figures  which  I  see  constantly 
advocated  in  the  Press  and  by  enthusiasts 
on  this  subject.  Having  had  twenty- 
one  years  experience  in  this  matter, 
and  having  agitated  on  the  question 
in  a  more  or  less  quiet  way — ^without 
robbing  myself  of  a  night's  rest  or  getting 
locked  up  for  storming  the  House  of 
Commons — I  say  that  the  present  Minister 
for  War  is  the  only  Minister  in  my 
experience  who  has  given  any  real 
direct  attention  to  the  solution  of  this 
difficulty.  He  is,  I  believe,  acting  in 
the  most  harmonious  relation  with  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agricnltnie. 
No  doubt  both  Ministers  are  in  the  nsnal 
difficulty  in  which  I  believe  Ministers 
invariably  find  themselves  when  they 
want  to  do  anything  which  costs  money, 
the  difficulty  lying  '  in  the  tazpayen' 
pocket  and  the  ever-increasing  accounts 
of  our  national  housekeeping  books. 
I  am  certain  that  the  man  we  have 
got  to  convince  is  not  my  noble  friend 
below  me  or  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Minister  for  War — the  man  we  have 
got  to  convince  is  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  very  properly  keeps 
a  jealous  care  of  his  key  and  is  regpon* 
sible  to  the  taxpayer  for  the  money  he 
finds.  What  I  think  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  this  particular  question  have 
to  do  is  to  make  out  a  sufficiently  good 
case  on  its  merits  and  of  not  too  heroic 
dimensions,  which  will  convince  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give 
a  grant  such  as  that  recommended  by 
Lord  Donoughmore,  not  of  a  very  large 
amount,  but  of  a  considerably  larger 
amount  than  that  which  is  at  present 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal  Commusion. 


*The  Earl  of  ERROLL  :  My  Lords, 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  in  support 
of  the  noble  Earl  who  haar  brought  this 
subject  before  the  House,  because  I  think  ' 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  exaggerate  the 
importance  of  it  both  from  a  national  and 
from  an  Army  point  of  view.  I  think  the 
fact  that  w^e  have  admittedly  lost  the 
predominant  position  we  used  to  occupy 
as  a  horse-breeding  country  and  the  brt 
that  the  Royal  Cbinmission  has  told  ns 
that  the  country  has  been  swept  of 
stallions,  mares,  and  three-year-olds  ren- 
der it  imperative  that  the  GovennMot 
should  do  something  to  try  and  anesi 
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a  further  denuding  of  the  country  of 
horses  suitable  for  military  purposes. 

To  my  mind  it  is  impossible  to  disguise 
the  fact  that  it  is  altogether  beyond  the 
power  of  private  enterprise  to  cope  with 
this  question.  It  can  only  be  dealt  with 
by  State  aid  and  under  scientific  direc- 
tion, and,  in  spite  of  what  Lord  Kibbles- 
dale  has  said,  on  a  scale  which  has  never 
before  been  contemplated  in  this  country. 
The  public  have  never  realised  how  great 
the  danger  from  a  military  point  of  view 
is.  Otherwise  they  never  w.ould  have 
acquiesced  in  the  miserable  sum  of 
£5,000,  which  is  all  that  has  been  allowed 
to  the  Royal  Commission  for  the  en- 
couragement of  horse-breeding.  In 
foreign  countries  all  this  is  very  differently 
managed,  and  every  encouragement  is 
giVen  to  the  breeder  to  produce  good 
cavalry  horses.  The  amount  spent  in 
France  is,  I  believe,  £300,000  a  year, 
and  not  £200,000  as  has  been  stated; 
in  Germany,  £190,000 ;  in  Austria- 
Hungary  £370,000  ;  in  Russia,  £500,000 
per  annum ;  and  Italy,  £54,000.  It 
is  small  wonder  that  our  cavalry 
should  not  be  so  well  mounted  as 
foreign  cavalry,  and  that  our  horses 
should  be  of  a  decidedly  inferior  char- 
acter to  the  horses  of  France,  Germany, 
and  Austria.  I  have  this  on  the  very 
best  authority,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  matter  of  which  this  country  can 
be  proud.  As  far  as  the  question  of  land 
frontiers  goes  I  can  hardly  agree  with 
Lord  Ribblesdale,  because  we  have 
almost  the  largest  land  frontiers  in  the 
world  in  India  and  in  Canada. 

In  discussing  this  question  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  separate  the  two  problems, 
the  civil  and  the  military.  Unless  we 
can  get  the  farmer  to  produce  the  horse, 
the  Army,  of  course,  cannot  get  it,  and, 
conversely,  if  the  breeder  cannot  get  a 
market  other  than  the  normal  market  of 
the  Army  it  will  not  pay  him  to  breed. 
The  normal  number  of  horses  we  want 
pnnually  is  2,700,  but  on  mobilisation 
that  number  would  rush  up  to  170,000. 
It  is  between  these  two  figures  that  the 
great  difficulty  exists,  and  I  hope  the 
noble  Earl  the  Minister  for  Agriculture 
will  be  able  to  give  us  some  idea  of  how 
this  is  to  be  remedied.  The  other  day 
Lord  Newtcm  asked  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  -War  how  soon  the  Territorial 


Army  would  be  able  to  mobilise,  and  Lord 
Lucas  replied,  "  Instantly."  I  ventured 
at  the  time  to  ask  whether  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  the  horses  for  the^ 
Territorial  Army  on  mobilisation,  in 
addition  to  those  which  would  be  required 
for  the  Regular  Army.  The  noble  Lord 
replied  that  the  horses  were  in  the 
country,  and  that  the  question  was 
receiving  due  consideration.  I  have  very- 
grave  doubts  as  to  whether  horses  for  the 
Territorial  Force  on  mobilisation  exist 
in  the  country. 

It  has  been  admitted  that  if  we  were  ta 
mobilise  the  Regulars  at  once  we  should 
be  54,000  horses  short.  I  understand 
that  the  Artillery  alone  require  18,000* 
horses ;  only  about  5,000  are  available 
for  the  purpose,  and  since  what  I  may  call 
the  passing  of  the  'bus  horse  the  balance- 
is  very  much  more  difficult  to  get.  The 
figures  which  the  War  Office  have  supplied 
are  largely  conjectural,  and  I  think  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  there 
should  be  a  census  of  the  horses  in  this 
country,  and  that  they  should  be  properly 
classified.  There  is  no  doubt  that  what 
are  called  general  utility  horses  are  get- 
ting fewer  year  by  year,  because  it  does 
not  pay  farmers  to  breed  them.  What 
they  breed  are  cart  horses  and  show 
horses,  but  these  are  of  no  use  for  military 
purposes.  The  public  do  not  realise  that 
of  the  21,000  Yeomanry  less  than  one- 
half  have  their  own  horses,  some  11,000' 
being  hired,  and,  what  is  more,  these  are 
hired  over  and  over  again,  with  the  result 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  all  the 
Yeomanry  regiments  to  go  into  training 
at  the  same  time.  In  the  case  of  some  of 
the  London  regiments  they  are  entirely 
horsed,  I  believe,  by  Mr.  Tilling,  who 
stipulates  that  they  should  not  train 
simultaneously,  as  three  men  cannot  ride 
one  horse.  I  think  that  is  a  serious  matter. 
Every  Yeoman  in  the  country  ought  to- 
have  a  horse  registered  which  could  be 
immediately  claimed  on  mobilisation. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  a  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  the  other  night 
at  a  meeting  of  the  National  Defence 
Association,  at  which  Lord  Ribblesdale- 
read  a  paper.  There  were  present  at  that 
meeting,  besides  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture, a  great  many  officers,  some  now 
serving  in  the  Remount  Department: 
and  some  who.  served  in  the  Remount 
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Department  at  an  earlier  date,  most  of 
them  with  war  service.  Officers  of  the 
Artillery,  Cavalry,  and  Yeomanry  were 
also  presen*-.  Mr.  Tilling,  who  is,  I  believe, 
one  of  the  largest  jobmasters  in  London, 
was  there,  and  an  agent,  who  told 
US  that  during  the  last  forty  years 
he  had  supplied  37,000  horses  to  the 
French  Government.  Mr.  Egan  told  ns 
that  in  some  years  he  had  supplied  them 
with  as  many  as  2,500  horses.  Last  year 
he  had  only  sent  300  horses  over ;  he 
might  have  had  a  contract  for  800  but 
could  not  find  them.  Mr.  Tilling  also 
stated  that  during  the  last  fifteen  years 
the  price  of  a  'bus  horse  had  gone  up  from 
£10  to  £15,  and  that  he  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  finding  them.  The  general 
opinion  of  those  present  at  this  very 
representative  meeting  seemed  to  be  that 
the  general  utility  horse  was  getting  more 
and  more  difficult  to  find.  They  also 
thought  that  the  numbers  would  not  be 
forthcoming  in  an  emergency.  They 
suggested  the  importance  of  the  retention 
of  mares  in  this  country,  because  they  said 
that  as  long  as  we  had  racing  here  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the 
stallions.  They  also  represented  that  it 
would  be  better  if  we  could  buy  our  horses 
at  three  years  old  instead  of  four  years  old, 
so  as  to  prevent  them  being  taken  abroad. 

I  know  I  shall   be  told   that  instead 
of  spending  a  great  deal  of  money  now 
the  best  thing  for  us  to  do  will  be  to 
buy  horses  in  the  event  of  emergency, 
but  I  very  much  doubt  whether  we  shall 
be  able  to  do  this,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
European  war  foreign  Governments  and 
staffs  would  see  to  it  that  the  Continental 
markets  were  closed.     Luckily  the  Boers 
overlooked    this    question ;       otherwise 
it    can    hardly   be    doubted    that    they 
would    have    done    something    to    close 
the    markets    in    Europe,    while,    with 
the  large  amount  of  treasm-e  they  then 
possessed,  they  might  very  easily  have 
bought  up  all  the  horses  in  the  Argentine. 
They  meant  to  beat  us  all  the  time  by 
their    horses,     but,     unfortunately    for 
them   and   luckily  for   us,   they  under- 
rated our  power  of  buving.     It  is  very 
unpleasant    to    think    of    what    would 
have    happened    to    us    supposing    our 
supply  of  horses  at  that  moment  had 
failed.     The    waste    of    horses    at    the 
beginning    of    the    South    African  War 
The  Earl  of  ErroU, 


was  very  great.  Going  up  to  the  relief 
of  Kimberley  the  Cavalry  Division  was 
practically  wrecked.  I  find  no  fault 
with  that,  because  I  think  the  game 
was  quite  worth  the  candle.  In  my 
opinion  the  relief  of  Kimberley  and 
the  surrender  at  Paardeberg  perfectly 
justified  the  sacrifice  of  horses,  but  it 
is  very  painful  to  think  what  would 
have  happened  to  us  if  that  Cavalry 
Division  could  not  have  been  remounted 
owing  to  the  closing  of  the  European 
markets,  and  if  we  could  not  have  got 
horses  for  the  very  large  number  of 
mounted  men  required  towards  the  end 
of  the  War, 

We  shall,  of  course,  be  able  to  get  a 
certain  number  of  horses  from  our 
colonies,  but  the  number  will  be  limited, 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  every 
transport  will  have  to  be  protected. 
I  have  pointed  out  these  matters  because 
I  think  they  are  worthy  of  consideration 
by  the  man  in  the  street,  who  does  not 
really  appreciate  the  gravity  of  the 
situation.  Lord  Garrington  told  us,  at 
the  end  of  our  discussion  the  other 
night,  that  the  present  state  of  the  horse 
question  in  this  country  was  a  national 
disgrace.  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will 
tell  us  to-night  how  he  is  going  to  remedy 
that  disgrace.  La  conclusion,  I  would 
say  that  I  do  not  see  any  use  in 
encouraging  breeding  for  the  benefit 
of  the  foreigner ;  what  we  want  is  some 
scheme  by  which  the  horses  we  have 
can  be  retained  in  this  country. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  noble  Earl  one  question.  Does  any 
one  know,  within  half  a  million,  the 
number  of  horses  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  at  the  present  moment  ? 

The  president  op  thb  BOARD 
OP  AGRICULTURE  and  PISHERIKS 
(Earl  Carrinoton)  :  All  the  horses  in 
the  United  Kingdom  ?  Two  million 
and  eighty-seven  thousand. 

Lord  LOVAT :  If  the  noble  Earl  will 
turn  to  Page  86  of  the  Agricuhuial 
Statistics,  1907,  he  will  see  that  thb 
total  refers  to  horses  for  affricoltunl 
purposes,  including  mazei  npt  far 
breeding  and  unbroken  hams.  Thit 
is  the  very  point  I  want  to  being  out. 
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beoause,  ao  far  as  I  can  le&m,  nobod^i, 
had  the  least  idea — apparently  not  even 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
-r-a»  to  how  many  horses  are  in  the 
streets  of  London,  and  the  other  great 
cities  and  elsewhere  in  the  country.  I 
believe  that  only  one  gentleman  has 
attempted  to  solve  this,  and  he  was  a 
Cambridge  professor,  whose  book  is,  I 
believe,  in  the  possession  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  he  gives  a  very 
different  return.  The  first  move  before 
we  can  begin  to  discuss  the  question  is 
to  have  a  census  of  all  the  horses  in  the 
country.  That  will  have  to  be  done 
by  law,  and  the  horses  should  be  classi- 
fied as  to  their  suitability  for  military 
purposes,  and  the  annual  veterinary 
certificates  as  to  their  fitness  should  be 
returned.  The  horse  question  is  studied 
in  every  country  but  our  own.  In 
France  and  Germany  every  officer  has 
a  sealed  envelope  containing  directions 
as  to  where  his  horses  are,  and  where 
he  is  to  send  them  in  case  of  mobilisa- 
tion. We  have  no  sort  of  mobilisation 
orders  in  this  matter.  The  War  Office 
the  other  day  issued  an  an  Order  that 
no  horses  should  be  recruited  for  the 
Territorial  Army  until  the  whole  of  the 
horses  required  for  the  Regular  Army 
had  been  procured.  That  throws  back 
the  mobilisation  of  the  Territorial  Army 
to  an  unknown  date.  It  is  absolutely 
the  fact  that  only  on  one  occasion  has 
there  been  a  real  census,  and  that  was 
when  the  late  General  Gatacre,  who  was 
a  very  hard-working  officer,  had  every 
horse  in  Wiltshire  properly  marked  down. 
Before  we  can  possibly  get  much  further 
in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  we  ought 
certainly  to  inform  ourselves  of  the 
number  of  horses  we  have  in  this  country, 
and  the  only  method  of  doing  that  is  to 
have  a  census  enforced  by  law  in  order 
to  get  it  thoroughly  done. 

The  Earl  op  ONSLOW :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  propose  to  intervene  for  more 
than  a  brief  moment  between  your  Lord- 
ships and  the  reply  of  the  noble  Earl  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Af^riculturB. 
By  his  public  utterances  the  noble  Earl 
has  given  rise  to  very  high  hopes  in  this 
matter.  He  has  told  us  very  plainly 
indeed  that  he  is  impressed  with  the 
arguments  which  have  been  uttered  not 
for  the  first  time  to-i:ight  by  my  noble 
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friend  behind  me  who  was  Under-Secre- 
tary for  War  in  the  last  Government, 
He  has  told  us  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  a  great  duty  to  perform.  • 
He  did  not  tell  us  quite  what  that  duty 
was,  but  I  think  we  can  fairly  guess — 
it  is  to  keep  his  pocket  buttoned-up  as 
closely  as  he  can.  But  the  noble  Earl 
went  on  to  say  that  he  had  great  hopes 
that  he  would  be  able  to  persuade  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  do  some- 
thing to  overcome  the  difficulties  referred 
to  to-night.  I  wish  to  associate  myself 
entirely  with  all  that  fell  from  my  noble 
friend  with  regard  to  the  work  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  The  work  of  that 
Commission  has  occasionally  been  sub- 
jected to  criticism,  but  I  am  quite  certain 
that  in  all  its  Reports,  and  perhaps  in 
this  twelfth  Report  more  than  any,  we 
have  the  most  valuable  contributions  to 
the  question  of  horse-breeding  that  any 
country  could  possibly  desire  to  have. 
It  is  equally  true  that,  if  my  noble  friend 
succeeds  in  softening  the  heart  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  do  so  to  the  extent  of 
inviting  him  to  increase  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Royal  Commission.  But 
I  hope  that  there  will  not  be  any 
feeling  between  the  members  of  that 
Commission  and  the  President  or  the 
staff  at  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I 
cannot  myself,  from  some  knowledge  of 
the  inner  working  of  that  office,  see  any 
reason  why  the  Royal  Commission  might 
not  very  well  work  as  the  handmaid  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I  know  there 
are  extremely  capable  officials  in  that 
Department,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  the>  are  equipped  with  special 
knowledge  of  the  question  of  horse- 
breeding,  and  I  think  that  special  know- 
ledge might  easily  be  provided  by  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Commission.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  noble  Earl  will 
be  able  to  tell  your  Lordships  to-night 
that  it  is  the  determination  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  seriously  with  this  question. 
Every  year  it  becomes  more  apparent 
that  the  horses  available  in  this  country, 
in  case  of  war  are  becoming  fewer  and 
fewer,  and  I  can  assure  the  noble  Earl- 
opposite  that  if  he  wants  any  support 
in  the  operation  of  imbuttoning  the 
])ocket  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
he  will  get  that  support  from  those  who 
sit  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
2  T 
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♦Earl  CARRINGTON  :  My  Lords, 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
which  has  been  introduced  to  your 
•Lordships'  notice  in  an  excellent  speech 
by  the  noble  Earl  opposite,  is  a  double- 
barrelled  Report.  It  deals  first  with 
the  question  of  horse-breeding  and  the 
supply  of  military  horses,  which  is  very 
interesting  and  important ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  it  deals  with  a  speech  of 
my  own  made  about  sixteen  months 
ago,  which  I  am  afraid  is  neither  one  nor 
the  other.  I  can  assure  the  House  that, 
so  far  as  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is 
concerned,  the  best  possible  feeling 
exists  towards  the  Royal  Commission. 
I  am  afraid  I  got  rather  into  a  scrape  by 
making  the  speech  which  is  noticed  at 
length  in  the  Report.  Perhaps  I  may 
read  my  exact  words.    I  said — 

"  Almost  the  whole  time  of  this  conference 
was  taken  up  by  speeches  of  the  members  of  the 
Commission,  who  enlarged  on  the  need  of  more 
money  but  proposed  no  plan  for  dealing  with 
the  question." 

I  made  a  mistake.  The  best  of  us  do 
that  sometimes,  and  I  apologise  to  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Commission  for 
having  used  the  plural  for  the  singular. 
One  member  of  the  Commission  made  a 
somewhat  lengthy  speech  which  took 
up  one-fifth  of  the  time  of  the  conference. 
The  other  members  made  excellent  and 
pithy  speeches,  all  to  the  point  and  many 
of  them  embodying  excellent  suggestions  ; 
but  each  of  them  said  he  was  speaking  for 
himself  individually,  and  not  for  the 
Commission  at  all.  I  was  right,  there- 
fore, when  I  said  that  no  scheme  was 
put  forward  by  the  Commission  as  a 
whole. 

But  the  Commission's  main  Report  con- 
tains a  scheme  which  is  practically  com- 
plete, in  which  the  policy  of  the  Brood 
Mare  Society  is  said  to  be  probably  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with  the  qucsticm. 
That  is  a  great  compliment  to  Mr. 
Algernon  Turnor  and  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  who  have  taken  a  great  interest 
i'l  that  society.  The  other  proposal  is 
that  the  Government  should  purchase  the 
very  pick  of  the  most  desirable  stallions 
ill  addition  to  the  ])reniiuni  stallions. 
On  the  face  of  it,  that  scorns  to  me  rather 
a  tall  order  when  the  income-tax  stands 
at  Is.  in  the  £.  The  (Commissioners  is 
their  Report  (page  iv.)  refer  to  the 
formation  of  a  haras  and  state  that  the 


formation  of  a  haras  ought  to  be  ac- 
companied, they  think,  by  a  scheme  for 
providing  liberal  premiums  for  com- 
petition by  stallions  ;  and  in  Paragraph 
II.  they  say — 

"  From  these  views  the  CommissionerB  hare 
never  departed." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  idea  of  a  haras 
has  been  condenmed  by  Lord  Donough- 
more,  by  the  Director-General  of  Re- 
mounts, by  Sir  Walter  Gilbey,  by  Mr. 
Algernon  Tumor,  and  others,  and  when 
such  experts  disagree  it  is  not  for  me  to 
decide  the  point.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
propose  to  take  up  your  Lordships'  time 
further  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

The  last  proposal  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission is  that,  to  encourage  breeders, 
a  large  and  liberal  addition  should  be 
made  to  the  prizes  o£Eered  at  agricultural 
shows  ;  and  for  these  three  recommenda- 
tions it  is  proposed  that  a  grant  of 
£25,000  should  be  given  to  the  Royal 
Commission,  in  addition  to  the  £5,000 
already  granted,  making  a  total  of 
£30,000  a  year.  Of  course,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say  whether  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  either  Party  would 
be  willing  to  meet  that  demand.  I 
think  all  will  agree  that  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  as  it  stands 
is  extremely  valuable  and  full  of  useful 
information.  It  contains  many  valuable 
suggestions  from  both  individuals  and 
societies,  and,  although  the  Report 
may  not  have  given  satisfaction  to 
everybody — that,  I  think,  is  an  impossi- 
bility— I  heartily  agree  with  the  roble 
Lords  who  have  preceded  me  that  the 
country  ought  to  be  very  grateful  to 
the  members  who  have  attended  the 
meetijigs  of  the  Commission  so  regularly, 
and  who  liave  given  so  much  of  their  time 
and  done  so  much  on  so  small  a  subsidy ; 
and  I  think  the  thanks  of  the  country 
are  especially  due  to  my  noble  frier.d 
behind  me.  Lord  Ribblesdale,  and  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  who,  I  believe,  wen 
the  original  parents  and  promoters  of 
the  movement. 

Before  I  leave  the  Report  altogether 
there  is  one  clause — Clause  45 — ^to  whick 
I  take  exception.  It  is  a  damnatoiy 
clause,  and,  in  condemning  the  present 
Government  it  says  that  aeventeea 
months  have  elapsed  and  the  conntiy 
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is  stm  left  without  the  aid  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  horsebreeding  industry 
which  is  so  greatly  needed  and  is  of  so 
vital  importance.  That  is  perfectly  true, 
but  what  struck  me  immediately  on 
reading  that  clause  was  that  if  we  are 
80  much  to  blame  for  having  done  nothing 
in  the  matter  for  seventeen  months, 
are  not  other  people  still  more  blame- 
worthy for  having  done  nothing  for 
seventeen  years  ?  Still ,  I  know  the 
tu  quoque  argument  carries  no  weight 
in  the  country,  and  I  will  not  pursue 
it ;  but  I  think  the  charge  is  a  little 
imfair.  When  the  present  Government 
came  into  office  two  and-a-half  years 
ago  a  great  many  agricultural  matter., 
required  attention.  We  have  been  able 
to  pass  eight  agricultural  measures.  It 
was  not  until  the  session  of  1907  that 
we  were  ab.e  to  take  up  this  particular 
matter  in  earnest.  As  soon  as  I  was 
able  to  deal  with  it  I  approached  the 
War  Office,  which  was  very  sympathetic 
and  helpful,  and  we  tried  to  frame  a 
practical  scheme  which  would  meet  the 
difficulties. 

I  will  state,  as  clearly  and  briefly  as  I 
can,  the  proposals  which  eventually  we 
mean  to  bring  forward.  We  are  face  to 
face  with  two  things.  We  have  to  en- 
courage horse-breeding  generally  and  to 
secure  a  reserve  supply  of  horses  of  a  class 
from  which  remounts  for  the  Army  can 
be  obtained.  We  have  heard  this  after- 
noon that  the  Army  buys  2,500  horses 
annually  at  five  years  old  ;  they  pay  £40 
apiece,  making  a  total  of  £100,000  a  year  ; 
so  that  the  War  Office  are  a  very  fair 
customer  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  England 
and  Ireland.  Then  we  are  told  that 
70,000  horses  would  be  required  on 
mobilisation  of  the  expeditionary  force, 
and  the  total  number  required  to  bring 
the  units  up  to  war  estalishment  is 
174,000,  of  which  59,000  would  be 
cavalry  horses,  a  certain  number  would  be 
artillery  horses,  and  the  others  would  be 
heavy  draught  horses  necessary  for  the 
Army  Service  Corps  and  the  wagons. 
This  total  of  174,000  includes  the  horses 
ior  the  Territorial  Force,  but  I  do  not 
propose  to  touch  on  that  question  now. 
The  object  is  to  get  a  scheme  for  the 
expeditionary  force  first,  and  then, 
afterwards,  in  concert  with  the  lords- 
lieutenant  and  the  County  Associations, 


we  will  endeavour  to  find  a  scheme  for  the 
Territorial  Force.  The  chief  reason  for 
having  separate  schemes  is  to  avoid  over- 
lapping. Your  Lordships  will  learn  with 
satisfaction,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Director-General  of  Remounts,  that  the 
present  supply  of  horses  in  the  country 
would  probably  nearly  meet  the  require- 
ments of  that  Department.  The  known 
number  of  horses  in  the  country  is 
2,089,000.  Those  are  agricultural  and 
young  horses,  but  that  number  does  not 
include  the  horses  in  the  towns. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  How  many  horses  are 
there  in  the  towns  ? 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  was  coming 
to  that.  The  noble  Lord's  proposal  that 
a  census  of  the  town  horses  should  be 
taken  is  a  very  good  one.  That  is  a 
proposal  we  have  under  consideration. 
We  wish  to  know  what  horses  there  are 
in  private  and  public  stables,  in  the 
omnibus  and  cab  stables  in  the  big  towns 
in  England.  It  is  no  use  being  an 
alarmist,  and  I  think  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Lucas  will  bear  me  out  that  there  is 
no  immediate  cause  for  alarm.  If  the 
horses  are  wanted  at  once  they  are  there. 
We  have  that  on  the  authority  of  the 
Director-General  of  Remounts  ;  and,  of 
course,  we  should  be  able  to  take  these 
horses  in  case  of  invasion. 

Earl  FORTESCUE  :  Does  the  noble 
Earl  know  approximate^  ^ow  many 
horses  there  are  other  than  agricultural 
horses  in  the  country  ? 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON  :  That  is  what 
I  was  endeavouring;  to  explain.  There  is 
no  census  at  the  present  moment 

Lord  LOVAT  :  In  fact,  you  have  not 
the  least  idea  how  many  there  are  ? 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON:  Of  course, 
there  have  been  guesses,  but  I  would 
prefer  to  stick  to  the  statistics  we  have, 
if  noble  Lords  would  not  mind. 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  The  noble 
Earl  spoke  of  getting  at  the  number  of 
active  horses  in  the  towns.  Is  he  under 
the  impression  that  there  is  a  census  of 
the  active  horses  in  the  country,  includiiig 

2  T  2 


1183 


Horses 


{LORDS} 


for  ike  Army. 


IIM 


those  which  are  the  property  of  private 
owners  ?  I  do  not  remember  any  one 
asking  me  how  many  I  had  in  my  stables. 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON  :  We  have  a 
Return  of  the  number  of  horses  in  each 
part  of  the.  United  Kingdom  up  to  1907. 
The  total  is  2,089,000.  In  addition,  there 
are  ail  the  town  horses  of  which  it  is 
suggested  we  should  also  have  a  census. 
We  should  then  know,  to  within  two  or 
three  hundred,  practically  how  many 
horses  we  have  in  the  towns  and  in  the 
country. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  I  do  not  think  the 
noble  Earl  has  answered  Lord  Ribbles- 
dale's  question.  Unless  Lord  Ribbles- 
dale's  hunters  are  taken  out  to  draw  the 
garden  mower,  or  are  used  for  some 
agricultural  purpose,  they  would  not 
come  under  this  Return. 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON :  We  shall  have 
to  have  an  inquisition  of  my  noble 
friend's  horses  as  well.  I  believe  the 
number  of  hunting  horses  in  the  stables 
is  known. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  By  whom  is  it  known  ? 

Lord  HEN E AGE:  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  nothing  is  known  of  any  horses 
whatever  except  agricultural  horses  ? 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON:  That  is  so,  but 
we  are  considering  the  best  way  in  which 
a  census  of  the  town  horses  can  be 
obtained  as  well. 

Lord  HENEAGE  :  And  all  the  country 
horses  ? 

Lord  RIBBLESDALE  :  I  suggest 
that  what  is  reiiuired  to  be  known  is 
the  niunber  of  horses  which  would  be 
useful  in  an  emerpeiK  y,  and  if  you  do 
not  get  that  the  census  would  be  no 
good  at  all. 


and  of  any  one  who  will  be  good  enough 
to  help  us  so  that  we  may  get  the  total 
number  of  horses  in  town  and  country 
in  England  and  Ireland. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  I  should  like  to  ask 

♦Thb  Earl  op  CREWE  :  Really,  ray 
Lords,  this  is  becoming  so  very  irregular 
that  I  must  protest. 

♦Earl  CARRINGTON:  As  I  have 
said,  this  is  wholly  a  question  of  machin- 
ery and  detail.  Though  there  is  -  no 
alarm  for  the  present,  the  future  does 
cause  the  War  Office  no  little  anxiety. 
As  the  noble  Earl  opposite  has  said, 
there  were  10,000  fewer  foals  in  1906 
than  in  1905,  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  in  the  agricultural 
interest  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  Army, 
to  take  the  whole  matter  in  hand.  The 
scheme  is  practically  the  registration  of 
a  large  number  of  suitable  stallions,  say 
500,  and  of  a  large  number  of  suitable 
mares — we  ought,  eventually,  to  have 
no  less  than  25,000  brood  mares.  The 
registration  of  their  stock  would  be 
approved  by  the  military  authorities, 
but  no  stallion  or  brood  animal  would  be 
accepted  on  the  breeding  register  unless, 
first,  it  was  passed  1/  *  a  civil  veterinary 
siu-geon  as  sound  for  breeding  purposes, 
and,  secondly,  by  a  remount  officer  certi- 
fying it  as  suitable  for  Army  purposes. 
All  registered  breeding  animals  would 
thus  be  officially  certified  as  sound. 
That  is,  I  think,  a  most  important 
matter,  because  it  would  discredit,  if 
it  did  not  altogether  knock  out,  the 
unsound  stallions  that  are  now  travel- 
ling about  the  country.  The  ultimate 
object,  and  it  woidd  not  take  many 
years,  would  be  t-o  secure  the  breedinj^ 
annually  of  15,000  foaJs  of  the  various 
classes  required,  so  that  ^we  might  be 
able  at  a  moment^s  notice  to  put  our 
hands  on  the  70,000  horses  required  in 
the  case  of  sudden  mobilisation.  That 
relates  entirely  to  the  First  Line,  and 
does  not  bring  in  the  Territorials  at  all. 


♦Karl  CARRINGTON:  I  quite  agree.  Then  we  propose  to  give  ia  special 

I    think   this    is   wholly  a   question   of  fee  to  the   stallion  owner,  in   addition 

machinery  and  detail.     We  have,  under  to  the  covering  fee,  fOr  every  regtsteied 

our  schcmo,  to  get  an  advisory  committee,  mare  which  is  found  to  be  in  feal  to 

and  we  shall  be  jrlad  t()  have  the  ad-  the  registered  stalHoti  at  the  edd'of  the 
vautoixe  of  the  advice  of  my  noble  friend  i  covering  season.    I  know  a  good  mftBT 

Loni  TiflMcsffale. 
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people  would  sooner  see  the  money 
go  to  the  mares,  but  I  am  not  certain 
that  this  plan  would  be  the  better  of 
the  two.  If  you  gave  a  certain  amount 
to  each  travelling  stallion  at  the  end 
of  the  covering  season  it  would  amount 
to  a  ver}  considerable  sum,  and  it  would 
make  the  owners  of  these  stallions 
missionaried  in  the  movement.  When 
a  mare  was  brought  to  the  horse  the 
owner  of  the  stallion  would  ask:  Is  she 
registered  ?  If  she  were  not  registered 
hfe  would  not  get  the  additional  fee, 
and,  therefore,  he  would  urge  the  owner 
of  the  mare  to  get  her  registered  and 
procure  the  certificate  of  soundness. 
In  that  way  we  think  we  should  have 
500  travelling  missionaries  in  the  country 
desirous  in  their  own  interests  of  getting 
1^6  mares  registered.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  assist  the  owners  of  mares  in  some 
cases  by  the  payment  of  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  covering  fee.  This  is 
intended  to  assist  the  small  farmer, 
but  the  payment  of  such  fees  on  a  large 
scale  could  not  be  undertaken. 

Then  there*  is  the  proposal,  which 
originated  and  was  very  much  insisted 
upon  two  >ear8  ago  in  the  speech  which  the 
Duke  of  Portland  made  on  horse  breeding 
in  your  Lordships'  House,  of  the  purchase 
by  the  Army  of  three-year-olds,  instead 
of  five-year-old  horses.  Your  Lordships 
will  see  that  there  is  a  supplementary 
report  advocating  that  by  Sir  Walter 
Gilbey  in  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. The  difficulty  up  to  the  present 
time  on  the  side  of  the  War  Office  has 
been  in  looking  after  these  three-year-old 
horses  when  they  have  been  obtained. 
The  cavalry  commanding  officers  do 
not  want  them  in  their  stables ;  they 
want  animals  in  a  hard  condition  that 
they  can  depend  on.  Then  there  is 
the  great  expense  involved  if  you  have 
harases  or  depots  where  the  horses  are 
looked  after  during  the  two  years  which 
are  the  most  dangerous  in  their  existence. 
The  French  plan  is  to  buy  three-year- 
olds  in  the  autumn.  The  mares  are 
purchased  in  March  or  April,  and  are 
left  with  the  owner,  who  feeds  and 
keeps  them  under  inspection  and  in 
good  condition  at  light  work.  But 
each  J  ear  a  Government  stallion  is 
brought  into  requisition.    The  foals  re- 


main the  property  of  the  breeder>  and 
then  the  mare  is  taken  over  by  the 
military  authorities  in  her  sixth  year, 
when  her  second  foal  is  weaned. 
*•* 
Then  comes  the  question  of  expense. 
The  establishment  expenses  are  neces- 
sarily very  heavy.  The  cost  for  the  five 
or  six-year-old  horses  that  pass  into  the 
ranks  of  the  French  Army  is  £70  or  £80, 
as  compared  with  £40  here.  Some  means 
must  be  found,  if  possible,  to  carry  out 
this  idea  in  a  cheaper  way.  The  pro- 
posal is  that  all  the  young  horses  which 
have  been  selected  should  be  left  with 
their  sellers  until  such  time  as  they  were 
required,  a  monthly  payment  being 
made  for  their  keep  for  not  more  than 
two  yeats.  The  Army  Council  would 
inspect  the  produce  of  all  breeding  stock 
at  three  years,  and  keep  a  lien  on  the 
three-year-old  horses  selected.  This 
would  mean  an  inspection  of,  we  hope, 
from  12,000  to  15,000  young  horses 
annually.  Then  a  report  would  be 
made  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  on 
the  remainder  of  the  12,000  to  16,000 
young  horses,  which  would  be  placed  on 
the  register  of  young  horses. 

It  is  next  proposed  that  the  Board  of 
Agrictdture  should  be  assisted  in  carrying 
out  the  scheme  by  a  consultative  com- 
mittee, on  which  we  hope  to  induce  the 
representatives  of  the  leading  societies 
who  have  done  so  much  good  in  the  past 
to  give  their  aid — ^such  societies  as  the 
Brood  Mare  Society  and  the  Hunters* 
Improvement  Society — as  well  as  noble 
Lords  and  other  persons  whose  disin- 
terested activity  in  the  cause  is  a  house- 
hold word. 

There    is  only    one    matter    I    have 
not  dealt  with  and    that    is   the    ques 
tion  of  cost.     The  noble  Earl   opposite 
joined     organisation    and     expenditure 
together.     We    can    be    responsible    for 
the    organisation,   and,    with    the   help 
of  the  advisory  committee,  we  hope  we 
may  be  able  to  do  something  practical 
But  expenditure  comes  under  an  entirely 
different    head.     We   have   worked   out 
satisfactory  figures  among  the  depart- 
ments concerned,  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  we  have  the  entire  co-operation  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of 
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State  for  War,  and  of  the  Army  Council. 
The  question  of  expenditure  is  now 
being  examined  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  I  need  hardly  remind 
your  Lordships  that  the  commitments 
of  the  Government  at  present  are 
Very  large,  and  it  would  be  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  should  have 
all  his  liabilities  and  all  the  requests 
submitted  before  he  gave  any  definite 
pledge,  even  on  such  an  important 
subject  as  this.  The  scheme  will  depend 
entirely  for  its  success  on  the  support 
given  to  it  by  horse-owners  and  persons 
interested  in  horse-breeding.  I  hope 
that,  though  the  scheme  may  not  please 
everyone,  it  will  receive  general  support., 
for  it  is  by  some  such  method  as  this 
that  the  country  can  alone  hope  to  deal 
with  the  question  which  has  in  days  gone 
by  been  a  practical  danger,  and  which 
is  considered  to  be,  in  present  circum- 
stances, a  national  disgrace. 

Lord  SALTOUN  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  noble  Earl  whether  there  is 
anything  in  the  Government  scheme  to 
prevent  the  foreigner  from  entering 
into  competition  with  the  Government 
in  either  buying  mares  or  their  produce  ; 
or  are  they  earmarked  for  the  Govern- 
ment in  case  of  war  ? 

Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  am  glad 
that  the  noble  Lord  has  taken  up  that 
question.  There  is  nothing  whatever  in 
the  scheme  to  stop  the  ready  sale  of  horses 
abroad.  I  venture  to  think  that  that 
would  be  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  do. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  scheme  to  pre- 
vent a  man  from  breeding  the  best  kind 
of  barouche  horse,  or  a  high-class  hunting 
horse,  and  exporting  it ;  but  we  are 
trying  to  get  enough  of  the  **  misfits  " 
and  to  make  them  into  a  better  class  of 
horse  than  they  are  at  present,  so  as  to 
enable  a  ready  sale  to  the  AVar  Office  of 
horses  which  are  not  wanted  for  other 
l)urposes.  But  there  is  nothing  to  ham- 
per the  great  horse-breeding  industry, 
which  brings  a  great  deal  of  money  into 
this  country. 

Lord  HENEAGE  ;  Do  I  understand 
that  we  are  now  to  have  a  return  of  all 
hor.es  ill  towi\  and  coiiiilry  ur.dor  a 
proper     clasiificatioJi  ?     I     think     it     is 

Earl  Carrington. 


clearly  admitted  that  we  have  no  return 
whatever  except  as  regards  what  are 
called  shire  horses.  Does  the  noble 
Earl  now  intend  to  have  a  full  return  \ 

Earl  CARRINGTON :  I  am  afraid 
I  have  not  been  able  to  make  myself 
understood.  My  great  desire  is  to  get 
a  census  of  all  the  horses  in  the  country, 
and  I  hope  my  noble  friend  will  give  me 
the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  assistance. 

The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE: 
My  Lord,  I  do  not  desire  to  press  my 
Motion.  I  would  thank  the  noble  Earl 
for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  in  putting 
his  scheme  before  us  this  evening.  It 
would  bo  ungracious  on  my  part  to 
criticise  it  at  such  short  notice,  but  I 
hope  the  noble  Earl  will  continue  pressing 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  because 
the  sooner  something  is  done  the  better. 
I  am  sure  he  will  have  the  unanimous 
support  of  your  Lordships  in  pressing 
him.  I  may  say  that  I  am  a  little 
alarmed  at  the  use  of  the  word  "  misfit  '* 
as  applied  to  the  horsing  of  the  Aimy. 
We  have  heard  of  a  great  many  kinds 
of  horses  this  evening,  but  I  should  be 
sorry  to  think  that  the  noble  EarFs 
scheme  would  have  such  a  small  result 
as  perhaps  would  be  suggested  by  hs 
last  remark.  I  hope  it  will  be  kept  in 
mind  that  we  want  to  retain  our  beat 
horses  for  ourselves.  I  am  confident 
that  something  in  the  direction  of 
placing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
foreigner  coming  in  and  purchasing 
our  best  horses  is  necessary,  and  I  am 
not  at  all  certain  at  the  moment  that 
what  is  now  suggested  is  enough. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


NURSES  REGISTRATION  BILL.        "^ 
[Second  RxADnro.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  AMPTHILL  :  My  Lords,  in  view 
of  the  considerable  tax  which  has  alieady 
been  placed  upon  your  Lordships'  atten- 
tion I  will  endeavour  to  abbreviate  as 
far  as  possible  what  I  have  to  say.  I 
trust  your  Lordships  will  allow  me  to 
begin  by  explaining  how  I  come  to  be  in 
charge  of  this  Bill.  Some  few  weeks  ago 
when  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  move  m 
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rejection  of  the  Official  Directory  of 
Nurses  Bill,  the  Bill  which  was  designed 
in  opposition  to  this  Bill,  I  explained  to 
the  House  that  I  did  so  of  my  own  motion, 
and  not  as  the  spokesman  of  any  league  or 
body  of  persons  outside  this  House.  The 
Society  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses,  however,  encouraged  by  your 
Lordships'  vote  on  that  occasion,  and 
recognising  that  in  view  of  the  state  of 
business  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
their  chances  of  obtaining  a  hearing  for 
their  Bill  in  that  House  were  becoming 
less  and  less,  asked  me  to  introduce  it  in 
your  Lordships'  House. 

It  is,  therefore — and  I  explain  this  in 
order  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  be 
sailing  under  false  colours — as  the  spokes- 
man of  that  Society  that  I  am  here  to-day. 
Diffident  though  I  was  about  the  matter, 
I  could  not  refuse  a  request  made  to  me  in 
that  way,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  the  spokes- 
man of  a  body  of  women  who  are  engaged 
in  that  noble  calling  which  more  than  any 
other,  I  think,  brings  out  the  best  qualities 
of  the  gentler  sex.  In  any  circumstances, 
whether  it  had  been  late  or  not,  I  should 
have  been  very  much  divided  in  mind 
as  to  whether  I  should  say  all  those  things 
which  the  advocates  of  State  Registration 
would  wish  me  to  say  on  behalf  of  their 
cause,  or  whether  I  should  avoid  tres- 
passing unduly  upon  your  Lordships' 
attention  and  patience.  I  hope  that  I  am 
safe  in  yielding  to  the  latter  consideration, 
relying  on  the  very  great  practical  know- 
ledge and  experience  which  most  of  your 
Lordships  have  of  those  conditions  of 
our  social  life  which  are  affected  by  the 
proposed  legislation. 

The  question  is  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance. It  has  been  agitated  for  twenty 
years  past ;  it  has  formed  the  subject  of 
an  exhaustive  inquiry  on  the  part  of  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
which  sat  during  two  sessions  ;  and  where- 
3ver  it  has  arisen  elsewhere,  whether  it  be 
in  foreign  countries  or  in  our  own 
ZJolonies,  owing  to  the  organisation  of 
lurses  it  has  led  to  legislation  very  similar 
to  that  which  is  now  proposed.  The  noble 
Earl  the  Leader  of  the  House,  speaking 
with  all  the  responsibility  of  his  position 
is  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  the 
Department  which  is  particularly  con- 
jcrned,  said,  on  March  8,  1905,  that  the 
lubject  was  one  of  national  importance, 


and  that  it  could  not  be  long  before  it 
engaged  the  serious  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  the  noble  Earl  added  that  it 
was  also  apparent  that  there  was  a  strong 
preponderance  of  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  scheme  of  State  registration.  But  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  considered  presumptioiii 
on  my  part  if  I  venture  to  quote  an  even 
more  important  utterance.  His  IWtajesty 
the  King,  speaking  on  Saturday  at  the 
opening  of  the  buildings  for  the  Royal 
National  Pension  Fund  for  Nurses,  spoke 
as  follows  : —  •• 

"  It  has  now,  happily,  long  been  recoffnised 
that  in  the  alleviation  of  pain  and  sickness, 
good  nursing  is  of  supreme  importance,  and  that 
it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  oommuni  y  that 
measures  should  be  taken  to  obtain  ski  ted  and 
efficient  nurses  in  increased  numbers  and  to 
procure  for  them  such  advantages  and  prospects 
as  will  retain  them  in  their  profession." 

Of  course,  I  do  not  presume  for  one 
moment  to  guess  what  was  in  His 
Majesty's  mind,  but  this  I  do  know, 
that,  there  is  no  measure  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
nursing  and  medical  professions,  would 
be  better  calculated  to  secure  that  end 
than  a  measure  of  the  kind  now  before 
your  Lordships.  Registration  is,  indeed, 
an  essential  preliminary  to  any  further 
steps  for  increasing  the  efficiency  and 
improving  the  prospects  of  the  nursing 
profession. 

Again,  I  would  venture  to  suggest 
to  your  Lordships  that  in  these  days 
of  the  feminist  movement  Parliament 
would  do  well  to  pay  careful  attention 
to  a  demand  which  is  put  forward  with 
steady  persistence  but  with  perfect 
propriety  by  a  body  of  women  whose 
services  to  the  community  are  both 
unquestioned  and  indispensable.  Whether 
we  be  advocates  of  woman  suffrage 
or  whether  we  be  opposed  to  that  policy, 
we  are  equally  concerned,  I  think,  as 
politicians,  to  see  that  such  a  demmd 
is  treated  with  due  respect. 

So  much  for  the  general  importance  of 
the  question.  It  behoves  me  to  explain 
— and  I  will  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible — 
the  objects,  reasons,  and  nature  of  the 
demand  for  the  legislation  proposed  in 
this  Bill.  In  other  words,  I  have  to 
show  the  House  what  is  demanded, 
why  it  is  demanded,  and  by  whom  it 
is  demanded.  In  the  first  place,  then, 
what   the   nurses — and    with  them   are 
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associated  many  who  do  not  belong 
to)[the  profession — ask  for  is  this.  I  will 
givie  it  to  your  Lordships  in  their  own 
words.    They  ask  that — 

**  The  term  *  trained  nurse '  shall  have  a 
definite  meaning ;  that  anyone  using  it  shall 
submit  to  a  definite  examination  and  satisfy  an 
authority  appointed  by  the  State  that  he  or 
■he  possesses  the  qualiiioations  necessary  to 
render  him  or  her  a  safe  attendant  on  the  sick, 
and  that  the  names  of  those  who  attain  the 
prescribed  standard  shall  be  entered  on  a 
nursing  register  so  that  the  public  may  be 
onabled  easily  to  distinguish  qualified  from 
unqualified  nurses." 

That  is  the  whole  extent  of  the  demand. 
What  is  asked  for,  in  fact,  is  that  nurses 
should  be  treated  by  the  State  in  the 
same  way  as  solicitors,  physicians, 
surgeons,  dentists,  and  even  midwives 
are  already  treated ;  that,  in  view  of 
the  increased  demands  for  efficiency 
which  have  been  made,  and  which  the 
nurses  themselves  have  done  so  much 
to  meet,  there  should  be  extended  to 
thom  the  legislation  which  has  developed 
on  uniform  and  well-established  prin- 
ciples in  respect  to  kindred  professions, 
not  only  in  this  country  but  also  in  the 
British  Colonies. 

Next,  what  are  the  reasons  for  this 
demand  ?  Speaking  in  general  terms, 
it  is  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
just  as  much  as  for  the  protection  of 
the  nurses  themselves ;  but  it  is  necessary, 
I  think,  that  I  should  explain  this  point 
a  little  further.  I)i  the  first  place,  then, 
there  exist  at  the  present  moment 
no  standards  of  nursing  education,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  the  value  of 
training  and  of  the  consequent  certifi- 
cates which  are  given  by  the  different 
institutions  regarded  as  nursing  schools 
vary  considerably.  Indeed,  there  are 
as  many  opinions  as  to  what  constitutes 
a  sufficient  trp.ining  and  as  to  what 
amount  of  training  entitles  a  nurse 
to  a  certificate  as  there  are  nursing 
schools  and  similar  institutions.  In  a 
great   many  of  those   iiistitutions   there 
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which  would  bo  able  to  lay  down  what 
the  standard  o{  training  entitling  a 
nurse  to  a  certificate  should  be.  The 
lay  governors  of  hospitals,  admirable 
though  their  work  is,  and  greatly  ex- 
perienced though  many  of  them  are, 
are  not  exactly  in  the  position  to  lay 
down  standards  of  this  kind,  and  ^cer- 
tainly they  have  no  means  of  all  agreeing 
together  what  the  standards  should 
be  and  of  enforcing  them.  Again,  owin? 
to  the  lack  of  a  governing  body  for  the 
nursing  profession,  the  certificate  of 
a  nurse  cannot  be  withdrawn  even 
where  she  has  been  convicted  of  crime, 
and  this,  as  I  shall  show  your  Lordships, 
is  a  very  serious  matter  indeed.  I 
might  go  on  to  refer  to  the  absence  of 
any  standard  for  matrons  and  of  any 
regulation  that  those  who  fill  the  highly 
important  and  responsible  position  of 
matron  of  a  hospital  or  nursing  home 
should  be  required  to  go  through  further 
tosts,  but  I  hardly  think  that  is  neccssanr 
for  my  present  purpose. 

I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that, 
in  the  absence  of  the  safeguards  which 
belong  to  other  professions,  the  public 
suffer  so  far  as  the  nursing  profession 
is  concerned,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
nurses  suffer  when  discredit  is  thrown  on 
their  profession  on  occasions  when  un- 
qualified persons  use  the  name  of  nune 
for  improper  and  dishonest  purposes.  I 
could  give  your  Lordships  a  great  many 
instances.  I  have,  in  fact,  a  very  large 
supply  of  them  here,  but  I  hardly  think 
it  is  necessary  to  give  them  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  most  of  your  Lordships  must, 
in  the  course  of  your  ordinary  ever}'day 
experience,  have  come  across  cases  of  the 
kind  which  I  have  in  my  mind.  It  i« 
a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the 
nursing  homes  for  the  care  of  private 
patients  are  under  no  supervision.  There 
is  no  guarantee  whatever  that  the  patients 
receive  the  skilled  nursing  for  which  they 
pay.  In  some  cases — in  a  good  few 
cases,    I    believe — ^these   nursing  homes 


is  no  doubt  tluit  a  V(m y  iuefTiciciit  tniiniii<r  ;  are  commercial  speculations  on  the  part 
is  given  to  the  nurses.  This  is  unfair  I  of  unprofessional  persons  who  make  thdr 
to  tlie  nurses,  who  ])ay  for  the  training 
by  a  very  trpoat  sacrifice  (;f  time,  if  not 
of  money,  and  it  is  unfair  to  the  public, 
who  are  unable  to  judcrc  of  the  relative 
value  of  these  certificates.  What  is 
wanted,  then,  is  an  educational  authority 

Lord  Amj)thilL 


profit  by  enabling  those  who  do  not  can 
to  go  through  the  long  grind  of  a  thorongli 
hospital  training  to  take  away  a  certificatf 
of  nurse  and  to  trade  upon  it.  Some  of 
these  homes  are  even  worse,  and  tie 
sim])ly  2>laces  where  abortion  is  practiwd 
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arid  which  arc  centres  of  immorality  and 
crime. 

Perhaps  I  might  just  give  your  Lord- 
ships three  very  brief  instances  of  what  I 
mean.  Sir  Victor  Horsley  told  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  in  a  nursing  home  to  which  he 
himself  frequently  sent  patients,  he 
recognised  a  scrubber  dressed  up  as  a 
nurse  and  attending  to  one  of  his  patients. 
Tliat  is  ah  instance  of  the  kind  of  fraud 
which  can  be  perpetrated  even  in  a 
perfectly  well-known  and  respectable 
nursing  institutidn  under  such  distin- 
fil^ished  supervision  as  that  of  Sir  Victor 
Horsley.  A  graver  case  is  that  of  the  two 
women  who  were  hanged  at  Hollo  way 
in  consequence  of  abominable  crimes  in 
1963.  The  newspapers  at  the  time  were 
filled  with  sensational  headlined,  and  the 
placards  in  the  streets  contained  such 
annoimcements  as  "Nurses  charged  with 
murder."  I  need  hardly  explain  how 
painfully  the  nursing  profession  suffer 
from  episodes  of  this  kind,  and  thus 
having  the  name  of  their  profession 
associated  with  criminals.  The  third 
instance  is  quite  a  recent  one.  It  is 
that  of  the  woman  who  went  by  the 
alias  of  Princess  Soltikoff,  whose  case 
was  notorious  a  couple  of  years  ago, 
and  who  was  sentenced  at  the  Old  Bailey 
to  fifteen  months'  hard  labour  for  fraud 
in  1906.  She  had  previously  been 
sentenced  for  a  similar  crime  in  1903, 
but  between  these  two  convictions  she 
had  four  or  five  situations  as  a  nurse 
and  had  been  in  several  hospitals.  That, 
my  Lords,  is  an  instance  of  the  possibilities 
for  criminally-disposed  persons  in  the 
present  absence  of  safeguards.  I  trust 
I  have  said  enough  to  show  your  Lord- 
ships how  essential  it  is  that  the  public 
should  have  means  of  distinguishing 
efficient  nurses  from  criminals  who  pose 
as  members  of  a  profession  to  which  they 
do  not  belong  and  on  which  they  bring 
great  discredit  and  shame. 

Next,  my  Lords,  I  have  to  tell  you  who 
make  this  demand  for  legislation.  It  is, 
in  the  first  place,  practically  the  whole  of 
the  organised  body  of  the  nursing  pro- 
fession ;  secondly,  practically  the  whole 
of  the  medical  profession  ;  and,  thirdly, 
•a  number  of  important  bodies  concerned 
with  women's  work.  I  am  quite  prepared 
*to  substantiate  this  statement,   but  in 
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view  of  my  imdertaking  not  to  occupy 
very  much  of  your  Lordships'  time  I 
trust  it  will  be  taken  for  granted.  The 
position  is  this.  The  number  of  nurses 
in  this  country  has  been  variously 
estimated,  and  there  is  no  certain  infor- 
mation, just  as  in  the  case  of  the  horses 
we  have  been  discussing.  But  what  is 
qmte  certain  is  that,  of  the  total  number 
of  nurses,  nearly  •  all  those  who  are 
organised  in  leagues  and  associations  have 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  State 
registration.  The  number  who  have  so 
declared  in  favour  of  this  policy  is  about 
10,000.  I  have  the  whole  of  the  details 
here,  but  as  I  trust  that  the  assertion 
which  was  made  on  the  former  occasion 
that  the  movement  was  really  got  up  on 
the  principle  of  a  stage  army — a  most 
unfair  and  unjustifiable  statement — will 
not  be  made  again,  I  will  not  use  my 
figures  unless  I  am  obliged  to  do  so.  Thfen 
there  are  a  great  many  nurses  who  do  not 
belong  to  leagues  and  associations,  and 
who  have  individually  expressed  them- 
selves in  favour  of  legislation.  Scottish 
nurses  are  not  organised,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  they  have  complete  confidence 
in  a  very  representative  body  called 
the  Scottish  Registration  Committee. 
Lastly,  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  a 
great  many  nurses  are  not  free  to  give  an 
unbiassed  opinion  on  this  subject,  and 
have  therefore  remained  silent. 


I  said  that  practically  the  whole  of  the 
medical  profession  are  in  favour  of  it. 
The  Greneral  Medical  Council  pronounced 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  State  regis- 
tration so  far  back  as  1889,  and  the 
British  Medical  Association,  which  is 
composed  of  21,000  medical  practitioners 
— about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession— has  pass3d  formal  resolutions  in 
favour  of  State  registration  on  three 
occasions — in  1895,  in  1904,  and  in  1906. 
The  most  important  of  those  votes  was 
that  which  took  place  in  1906,  when 
ninety  out  of  ninety-three  Members 
present  voted  for  the  resolution  in  favour 
of  State  registration,  •and  that  was  after 
two  years  consideration  of  the  subject 
in  the  constituencies  which  were  repre- 
sented at  the  meeting.  I  think  that  fact 
fully  justifies  me  in  saying  that  practically 
the  whole  of  the  medical  profession  are 
in  favour  of  the  State  registration  of 
nurses.     Then   I   mentioned  that   there 
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were  a  number  of  important  bodies 
engaged  m  women's  work  who  supported 
this  Bill.  I  refer  to  the  Asylum  Workers 
Association,  the  National  Union  of 
Women  Workers,  and  the  Women's 
Industrial  Council.  The  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  took  exhaustive 
evidence,  and  on  the  question  of  principle 
expressed  themselves  as  follows  — 

"  Your  Committee  are  agreed  that  it  is 
desirable  that  a  register  of  nurses  should  be 
kept  by  a  central  body  appointed  by  the  State." 

That  opinion,  I  understand,  was  endorsed 
by  the  Lord-President  of  the  Council, 
speaking  with  all  the  responsibility  of 
head  of  the  Department  particularly 
concerned.  There  is  yet  one  more  reason 
which  I  should  like  to  urge  before  I  go 
on  actually  to  the  Bill,  and  that  is  that 
mid  wives,  whose  training  is  infinitely 
less  than  that  which  is  required  of  a 
skilled  nurse — a  matter  of  two  months 
as  against  three  years — are  already 
registered  on  precisely  the  same  principles 
as  those  advocated  in  this  Bill.  Wliat 
is  the  opposition  i  I  do  not  think  I  need 
go  over  that  ground,  as  the  opposition 
was,  I  think,  fully  disposed  of  by  your 
Lordships'  vote — a  vote  of  three  to  one, 
I  think  it  was — on  the  Official  Directory 
of  Nurses  Bill. 

I  will,  therefore,  go  on  to  explain,  in 
a  very  few  words,  what  the  Bill  actually 
does.  I  may  say  that  the  Bill  has  been 
five  times  b(  fore  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  has  been  backed  by  Members  of 
every  Party,  but  owing  to  ill-luck  it  has 
never  gained  a  place  in  the  ballot  and 
has  therefore  never  come  up  for  Second 
Reading.  The  actual  scope  of  the  Bill, 
as  to  which  I  find  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  doubt,  is  very  well  defined 
in  the  preamble — 

"  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  ])eisons 
reciuiring  nursing  assistance  should  be  enabled 
to  distinguish  qualified  from  unqualified 
nurses." 

The  Bill  really  does  not  go  beyond  that. 
It  enables  the  public  to  distinguish 
qualified  from  unqualified  nurses,  and 
that  is  no  less  an  advantage  to  the  public 
than  it  is  to  the  nurses  themselves. 
Then  you  will  see  that  there  are  certain 
temponiry  provisions  in  ^'ections  3,  4  and 
5  ;  they  provide  for  a  temporary  or 
provi:ioiial  council  to  legistor  persons 
already  in  practice  as  trained  nurses  in 
order  that  a  constituency  may  be  formed 

Lord  AmpihiU. 


which  would  elect  repiesentatives  of 
the  nursing  profession  on  the  regular 
council.  llLe  most  important  of  the 
permanent  provisions  is  Section  6  which 
proposes  that  a  council  should  be  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  the  general 
Council  of  Nursing  Education  and  Re- 
gistration of  the  United  Kingdom. 

I  hope  it  that  is  not  necessary  to  go 
any  further  into  detail.  I  have  heaid 
it  suggested  that  the  actual  composition 
of  the  council  which  is  proposed  might 
be  the  subject  of  criticism,  but  I  venture 
to  think  that  that  is  a  matter  of  detul 
which  really  does  not  affect  the  principk 
of  the  Bill,  with  whicli  alone  we  an 
concerned  at  the  present  moment.  But 
I  might  say,  parenthetically,  first  of  all 
that  the  number  of  representatives  his 
been  reducea  from  thirty-one,  as  it 
appeared  in  the  original  Bill  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  nineteen.  This 
was  done  in  deference  to  the  views  of 
the  Select  Clommittee  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Secondly,  it  has  to  be  bonie 
in  mind  that  three  classes  have  to  be 
represented — the  nurses,  the  medical 
practitioners,  and  the  public  At  the 
same  time  it  is  necessary  to  provide  n* 
presentation  for  England  and  Wales,  for 
Scotland,  and  for  Ireland.  I  think, 
however,  that  the  exact  proportion  of 
representatives  of  each  class,  and  the 
adaptation  of  that  representation  to  the 
three  countries,  is  a  matter  which  can 
be  discussed'in  Committee  if  your  Lord- 
ships are  good  enough  to  allow  the  Bill 
to  proceed  so  far. 

I  will  only  reiterate  that  the  question 
which  is  before  us  is  simply  this,  whether 
the  State  shall  do  for  nurses  what  it  has 
done  for  kindred  professions,  and  enable 
the  public  to  distinguish  the  qualified 
from  the  unqualified.  I  should  like  to 
explain,  in  view  of  another  possible  mis- 
apprehension, that  there  is  no  desire— 
and  I  am  advised  there  is  no  possibility 
as  the  Bill  is  drafted— to  interfere  with 
the  liberty  of  contract  between  the  sick 
and  any  person  attending  them  for  hiie. 
All  that  the  Bill  would  do,  or  could  do^ 
as  it  is  at  present  drafted,  is  to  protect 
the  title  *'  regbtercd  nurse  "  for  the  use 
of  those  who  have  attained  a  minimum 
standard  as  defined  by  the  aathi«it]r. 
I  trust  I  have  said  enough  to  induce  your 
Lordships  to  give  a  Second  Beacling  ^ 
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this  Bill,  and  thus,  I  venture  to  think, 
bo  give  encouragement  to  that  noble 
profession  in  which  women  display  from 
lay  to  day  skill,  courage,  devotion  to 
Juty,  and  self-sacrifice  well  comparable 
with  those  of  sailors  and  soldiers  in  times 
of  danger  and  warfare,  and  in  which  they 
set  an  example  to  our  race  of  the  highest 
qualities  of  Christian  humanity. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (Zor(i  AmpthilL) 

♦Lord  KINNAIRD  :  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  who 
introduced  this  Bill  has  any  figures  with 
regard  to  the  total  number  of  nurses  that 
exist  and  the  number  whom  it  is  antici- 
pated will  become  registered  under  this 
Bill.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  idea 
should  not  get  about  that  anyone  is 
good  enough  to  nurse  the  poor,  and  that 
we  only  want  to  register  a  small  class  of 
nurses  for  the  hospitals  and  the  upper 
classes.  That  is  one  of  the  dangers  of 
the  provisions  in  this  Bill,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  points  which  will  have  to  be  care- 
fully guarded  against. 

Lord  AMPTfflLL :  I  6eg  the  noble 
Lord's  pardon  for  interrupting  him.  I 
thought  I  had  answered  his  objection  in 
almost  my  last  sentence,  when  1  said 
that  the  Bill  was  so  drawn  that  it  could 
not  interfere  with  liberty  of  contract 
between  the  sick  and  those  whom  they 
engage  to  attend  upon  them.  Therefore, 
district  nurses  and  Poor  Law  nurses 
would  not  be  afEected  at  all.  It  would 
be  a  case  of  registering  nurses  with  a 
certain  standard  of  qualification  and  not 
of  interfering  with  others. 

♦Lord  KINNAIRD  :  Many  of  those 
interested  in  district  nursing  feel  strongly 
that  in  the  case  of  that  class  of  nurses, 
who,  for  all  practical  purposes,  are  fully 
qualified  nurses  and  do  their  work 
thoroughly  well,  it  would  be  very  hard 
for  them  to  be  described  as  "  unqualified." 
The  difficulty  will  be  increased  of  raising 
funds  for  district  nursing  if  the  district 
nurses  are,  under  this  Bill,  to  be  "  un- 
qualified "  ;  and,  if  they  receive  the 
necessary  training  to  become  registered, 
they  will  be  less  qualified  than  they  are 
at  present  to  do  a  great  deal  of  the 
district  nursing  work.    Many  of  those 


who  have  obtained  the  higher  class  of 
training  are  not  equally  as  qualified  as 
they  were  before  for  doing  this  kind  of 
work  and  for  looking  after  the  poor  in 
their  homes.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I 
think  that  when  we  come  to  details 
there  will  be  many  matters  to  be  con- 
sidered. It  would  be  very  hard  upon 
the  class  to  whom  I  have  referred,  and 
who  do  very  valuable  work,  if  they  were 
described  as  unqualified,  and  I  hope 
before  the  Bill  leaves  your  Lordship's 
House  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
these  disadvantages  and  disqualifications 
being  put  upon  a  very  deserving  class  of 
women. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  My  I^ords, 
it  is  a  little  unfortunate  that  a  sub- 
ject of  this  considerable  importance 
should  have  come  before  us  in  such 
a  thin  House,  because  I  do  not 
think  that  the  numbers  here  present 
correctly  indicate  the  interest  which 
is  taken  in  the  subject.  But  the  fact 
does,  I  think,  add  greatly  to  our  diffi- 
culty in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to 
what  course  we  ought  to  take  with 
regard  to  this  Bill.  This  question  of 
registration  has,  as  we  all  know,  been 
before  the  country  for  some  considerable 
time.  The  principle  was  approved  by 
an  important  Select  Committee  which 
was  held  on  the  subject,  and  in  consider- 
ing the  whole  question  we  ought  to 
bear  the  fact  in  mind  that  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  did  undoubtedly  ap- 
prove of  the  principle  of  the  registration 
of  nurses. 

When  the  matter  came  before  mo 
two  years  ago  when  I  was  Lord  President, 
I  said,  in  reply  to  a  deputation,  that 
I  did  not  think  it  would  be  much  use 
attempting  to  proceed  with  the  matter 
until  there  was  some  practical  imanimity 
among  nurses  themselves,  and  also — 
which  was  of  equal  importance — the 
medical  profession  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  thing  could  be  done,  because 
it  is  one  thing  to  approve  of  the  idea  of 
registration  and  another  thing  to  attempt 
to  put  it  into  practice.  I  do  not  know, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose,  that 
that  requisite  degree  of  agreement  has 
been  arrived  at.  The  noble  Lord  who 
proposed  the   Second   Beading  of  tho 
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Bill  spoke  of  the  practical  unanimity 
of  nurses.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
very  considerable  majority  of  nurses 
are  in  favour  of  registration,  and  would 
ujidoubtedly  be  in  favour  of  the  kind 
of  registration  in  this  particular  Bill, 
because  it  gives  nurses  practically  the 
entire  control  of  the  council  with  a 
small  sprinkling  of  the  medical  element. 
But  when  we  come  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession, I  take  it  the  case  is  very  different. 

The  noble  Lord  said  that  the  medical 
profession  were  practically  unanimous 
in  favour  of  the  registration  of  nurses. 
When  this  matter  was  before  the  Select 
Committee  a  protest  was  made  by  a 
number  of  people,  including  several 
hundred  doctors,  against  the  principle 
of  registration,  among  them  being  Lord 
Lister,  Dr.  Allchin,  Sir  James  Reid, 
Sir  Thomas  Barlow,  Sir  William  Bennett, 
Dr.  Watson  Che}Tie,  Dr.  Ferrier,  and 
a  great  many  more,  and  there  was  a 
second  list  including  a  great  many  other 
extremely  well-known  doctors.  There- 
fore to  talk  of  the  practical  unanimity 
of  the  medical  profession  on  the  subject 
so{Mns  to  me  to  bo  going  considerably 
beyond  the  mark. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  matter  ought 
to  ])e  by  any  means  dismissed,  because 
I  believe  that  a  very  considerable 
mr.joritv  of  the  nursing  profession  do 
desire  to  see  some  form  of  registration, 
and  I  quite  agree  with  everything  the 
noble  Lord  said  as  to  the  deference  we 
ought  to  pay  to  the  members  of  so 
lionourable  and  respected  a  profession. 
What  exactly  the  nurses  are  going  to 
get  out  of  this  particular  form  of  regis- 
tration is  another  matter.  The  noble 
Lord  on  the  cross  benches  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number 
of  nurses  who  really  cannot  be  called 
untrained  or  incompetent  would  have 
soniothinc  like  a  stigma  put  upon  them 
by  this  Bill,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  no  doubt  would  have  something 
to  say  also  on  that  subject  with  regard 
to  the  nurses  whom  they  employ.  Then 
tho,  noble  Lord  spoke  of  a  case  where 
two  women  were  charged  with  murder 
and  were  afterwards  hanged,  and  in 
connection  with  which  placards  were 
displayed  in  the  street  announcing : 
"  Nurses  charged  with  murder.'*  No 
amount  of  registration  \nll  prevent  that. 

The  Earl  of  Crev^, 


You  will  not  be  able  to  confine  the 
title  of  nurse  to  these  particular  registered 
ladies.  There  is  no  penalty  in  the  Bill 
for  any  woman  calling  herself  a  nune 
or  wearing  the  uniform  of  a  nurse,  and 
therefore,  I  am  afiaid  the  profession 
will  not  escape  that  unfortunate  possi- 
bility, to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that 
if  a  person  was  going  to  commit  murder 
the  fact  that  she  had  been  trained  for 
three  years  in  a  hospital  would  not 
prevent  her  doing  so. 

But  there  is  another  side  to  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  is  the  interest  of  the  public 
in  it.    The  other  day,  as  your  Lordstips 
remember,    a    Bill    for    establishing  a 
Directory  of  Nurses  was  thrown  out  on 
Second  Reading  by  a  very  considerable 
majority.    Looking  at  this  matter,  as 
I  think  I  do,  impartially,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that,  so  far  as  the  public  is  con- 
cerned, this  registration  will  not  be  of 
much  more,  if  of  any  more,  value  than  the 
lists  of  names  in  a  Directory,    Unless  you 
can  devise  some  means  for  ensuring  a 
continual    guarantee    of    the    efficiencj 
and  character  of  a  nurse,  the  mere  &ct 
that    she    passed   certain    ezamizuitiont 
a  certain  number  of  years  ago  is  not 
much  use  to  the  patient  who  is  going  to 
engage  her.    So  far  as  it  is  of  any  nsei 
that  bare  knowledge  would  be  equally 
well  supplied  by  the  Directory.   That 
is  a  very  important,  and,  I  think,  a  veiy 
crucial  point  in  connection  with  this  BilL 
No  attempt  is  made,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
in  this  Bill  for  anything  to  be  done  beyond 
a  statement  of  the  fact  that  a  nurse  has  tt 
\  some  time  or  other  been  efficiently  trained, 
and  she  is  asked  to  pay  £5  for  that 
statement.    It  is  also  true  that  if  she  is 
convicted,   or   appears  in   the  Divowe 
Court,  or  does  something  which  brings 
her    name    prominently    before   public 
notice,  she  will  be  struck  off  the  Register, 
but  there  is  no  guarantee  that  she  hii 
not  gone  downhill  in  otiher  ways,  that 
she  ^s  not  lost  her  efficiency  or  even  ha 
character,     and    therefore    the    pnUie 
must  realise  that  if  anything  of  this  kind 
be    done   there   is  no   more   guarantee 
of  the  conduct  or  even  of  the  capacity 
of  the  nurse  at  the  moment  at  which  she 
is  engaged  than  the  fact  that  she  psM^ 
certain  examinations,  five,  ten  or  fiften 
years  ago.    Therefore,  from  the      " 
ipoint  of  view,  the  Bill  does  not 
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>  me  to  do  very  much  more  than  the. 
irectory  Bill  did  which  your  Lordships 
(fused  to  consider. 

Under  these  circumstances,  my  Lords,  I 
3nfes8  I  rather  question  whether  at  this 
eriod  of  the  session  it  is  worth  while  to 
)ad  the  Bill  a  second  time.  I  have  no 
ind  of  hostility  to  its  principle,  as  I 
ave  often  said,  and  I  should  like  to  see 
t  carried  into  effect ;  but  1  have  a  certain 
bhorrence  of  the  practice  of  reading 
iills  a  second  time  in  this  House  when 
tere  is  no  prospect  of  continuing  them, 
lore  especially  in  such  a  very  thin  House 
B  there  is  here  to-night.  I  think  we 
ught  to  demand  a  little  more  evidence 
f  the  interest  of  the  House  in  the  subject 
efore  we  can  pledge  the  House  of  Lords 

9  a  certain  extent,  because  it  must  not 
e  forgotten  that  a  Second  Reading,  after 
11,  does  moan  something,  to  the  principle 
•f  the  Bill.  In  that  matter  I  am  very 
auch  in  your  Lordships'  hands.  I 
ertainly  should  not  desire  to  move  the 
ejection  of  the  Bill ;  far  from  it ;  but 
Lnder  the  circumstances  I  confess  I 
[uestion  whether  your  Lordships  would 

10  wisely  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
«-night.  ^^ 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
ify  Lords,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
loble  Earl  that  the  condition  of  our 
Benches  this  evening  is  not  favourable 
;o  the  final  discussion  of  so  important  a 
J  uestion  as  that  with  which  this  Bill 
ieals,  but  I  think  I  should  use  that 
rather  as  an  argument  against  the  simi- 
nary  rejection  of  the  Bill.  On  the  other 
land,  I  think  if  your  Lordships  decide 
uo  give  a  Second  Reading  to  the  Bill  we  i 
ire  entitled  to  claim  that  in  domg  so  we  are 
by  no  means  committed  to  an  acceptance 
3f  the  full  scheme  which  is  embodied  in  it. 

Speaking  for  myself,  and  for  myself , 
only,  I  may  say  that  I  am  upon  the 
whole  in  8\Tnpathy  with  the  main  object 
of  my  noble  friend  behind  nie.  The 
principle  of  his  Bill  amounts,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  to  no  more  than  this,  that  he  j 
desires  to  afford  to  the  public  some 
means  of  ascertaining  whether  a  woman 
who  calls  herself  a  nurse  has  or  has 
not  obtained  at  any  rate  a  minimum  of 
experience  and  training  in  her  profession. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  reasonable, 
both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  nurses, 


and  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public 
who  employ  them.  What  are  the  alter- 
natives before  us  ?  We  may  leave 
things  exactly  as  they  are  at  the  present 
time.  I  must  say  that  a  strong  case 
has  been  made  for  the  view  that  the 
present  condition  of  things,  under  which 
the  public  has  no  guarantee  whatever 
as  to  the  fitness  of  a  person  who  calls 
herself  a  nurse,  is  very  imsatisfactory. 
Then  we  have  the  alternative  embodied 
in  the  Directory  of  Nurses  Bill,  which 
your  Lordships  rejected  for  reasons 
which  were  fully  stated  at  the  time. 
There  remains  the  third  course,  that 
of  registration,  and  that  has  certainly 
received  a  good  deal  of  official  encourage- 
ment from  the  medical  profession  and 
from  the  nursing  profession  itself. 

The  noble  Earl  said  with  some  force  : 
"  What  is  the  value  ©f  the  kind  of  regis- 
tration which  this  Bill  contemplates  ?  " 
I  certainly  should  not  over-rate  its 
value,  but  I  think  it  is  worth  something. 
It  is  not  a  complete  guarantee  of  the 
nurse's  qualifications,  but  it  is  a  guaran- 
tee of  something.  It  proves  that  she 
has,  at  any  rate,  during  her  life  acquiAd 
the  ground-work  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
most  important  elements  of  her  profes- 
sion, those  elements  which  are  really 
most  indispensable  to  the  proper  per- 
formance of  her  duties.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  registration  affords  no  guaran- 
tee that  the  nurse  possesses  those  other 
qualities  for  which  we  look,  and  so 
often  look  not  in  vain,  in  members  of 
the  nursing  profession  ;  but,  then,  surely 
it  will  be  just  as  possible  for  people 
after  this  Bill  has  passed,  supposing  it 
to  pass,  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  those 
other  points — as  to  the  nurse's  character, 
demeanour,  and  so  forth — as  it  is  at  the 
present  moment  for  them  whon  they 
employ  a  nurse  who  has  no  certificate 
and  has  never  been  registered.  I  think 
moreover  it  may  be  fairly  argued  that 
those  technical  attainments  without  which 
a  nurse  would  be  unable  to  obtain  a 
certificate  are,  in  fact,  those  which  are 
niost  indispensable  for  her  efficiency. 

The  noble  Earl  says  that  the  nurse's 
certificate  would  not  be  a  guarantee 
of  her  continuing  fitness.  This  is  per- 
fectly true,  but  it  does  not  profess  to 
be  a  guarantee  of  her  continuing  fitness. 
^Vllat  it  professes  to  show  is  that  she  has 
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at  one  time  acquired  that  groundwork 
of  knowledge  upon  which  my  noble 
friends  insists.  What,  then,  are  we 
to  do  with  this  Bill  ?  I  should,  I  confess, 
be  very  sorry  if  we  were  to  reject  it. 
The  idea  of  taking  a  division  upon  so 
important  a  subject  in  so  thin  a  House 
as  this  seems  to  me  almost  out  of  the 
question.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  proper  course,  in  the  circumstances, 
is  to  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading, 
upon  the  assumption  that  by  doing  so 
we  are  committed  to  no  more  than 
what  I  would  call  the  bare  principle 
of  the  measure.  There  will  be  other 
opportunities  of  discussing  points  of 
detail  in  Committee,  and  there  will 
be  another  opportmiity,  of  which  we 
in  this  House  very  often  take  advantage, 
for  a  further  discussion  upon  the  Motion 
to  go  into  Committee.  If,  therefore, 
your  Lordships  are  good  enough  to 
desire  to  know  my  opinion,  I  would 
venture  to  suggest  that  my  noble  friend's 
Motion  should  not  be  opposed  and  that 
we  should  reserve  to  ourselves  the  right 
to  continue  this  discussion  under  more 
favourable  circumstances. 

Si  Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  this 
Bill.  There  is  much  to  be  said  in  its 
favour,  and  much  to  criticise  ;  but  I 
would  suggest  to  your  Lordships,  in 
view  of  the  time  and  the  state  of  the 
House,  that  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed. If  a  division  were  challenged 
the  number  of  Peers  present  is  too 
small  to  allow  of  a  division  being  taken, 
and  what  would  happen  would  amount 
to  what  in  the  House  of  Commons 
would  bo  called  a  count  out.  I  should 
have  lieen  glad  myself  to  have  said  a 
little  on  the  motion  for  the  Seco.id 
Leading,  and  I  would  urge  that  the 
debate  should  be  adjourned.  I  will 
formally  move  that,  but  if  the  feehng 
of  the  House  is  against  me,  I  >\ill  not 
press   the  motion. 

Moved,  "'fhat  the  debate  be  ad- 
jcninied.'' — (Lord  Staiilei/  of  Alderley.) 

Lord  AMPTIIILL  :  My  Lords,  on 
that  motion  I  should  like  to  say  that  it 
^^^luld  soem  to  me  a  pity  to  adjcKiru  the 
delate.     I  cannot  see  what  tlie  object 

The  MiirtiuciiS  of  Lansdownc, 


of  that  course  can  be.  I  have  not 
heard  of  anybody  else  who  was  desirous 
of  speaking  on  the  Second  Reading,  but, 
as  the  noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  said,  there  will  be  further 
opportunities  of  discussing  the  Bill, 
both  on  principle  and  in  detail.  11  there 
were  any  appreciable  number  of  Peers 
who  wished  to  speak  I  should  be  entirely 
for  an  adjournment,  but  I  think  in  all 
the  circumstances,  the  best  course  would 
be  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time  to-day. 

The  Earl  op  MAYO:  My  Lorda, 
I  think  we  might  get  over  the  difficulty 
by  adopting  the  suggestion  of  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 
As  we  are  allowed,  I  understand,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  to  make  Second 
Reading  Speeches  on  the  Motion  to 
go  into  Committee,  I  think  that  coven 
the  ground,  and  that  we  might  very 
well  accept  the  bare  principle  of  the 
Bill  to-day.  I  should  like  to  speak  upon 
the  Bill  myself,  as  it  will  afiect  the 
district  nurses  in  Ireland. 

Lord  STANLEY  op  ALDERLEY: 
I  withdraw  my  Motion. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

On  Question,  original  Motion  agreed 
to.  Bill  read  2<^  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Home. 


APPELLATE  JURISDICTION  BILL  [hj.] 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order).  An  Amendment  made.  Stand- 
ing Committee  negatived.  The  Report 
of  Amendment  to  be  received  To-monow ; 
and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No. 
13L) 


COMMONS  BILL  [h.l.] 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Hoom  to 
be  put  into  Committee,  read  and  dis- 
charged. 


House  adjourned  at  five  u 
before  Eight  o'olook  ^ 
To-morrow,  half-pMi  T* 
o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Humber  Cammercial  Railway  and  Dock 
Bill  ;  Louth  and  East  Coast  Railway 
(Transfer)  Bill;  Seaham  Harbour  Dock 
Bill ;  Southwell  District  Gas  Bill ;  Stock- 
port Corporation  Bill. — Lord?  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 


,   Merthyr      Tydfil      Corporation 

[Lords]. — Read    the    third    time, 

with  Amendments. 


Bill 
and 


Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — 
As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Ammanford  Urban  District  Council 
Water  Bill  [Lords] ;  Honourable  Artillery 
Company  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tollemache 
Estate  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [Lords], — Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment. 

Galashiels  Drainage  and  Burgh  Ex- 
tension Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Read  a 
second'  time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Wednesday. 

PRIVATE  BILT.S  (GROUP  J.). 
Mr.  Partington  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  J  of  Private  Bills ; 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  till  Wednesday 
next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  : — Lanark- 
shire Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill. 

Amendments  to  : — Swansea  Valley  Gas 
Bill  [Lords],  now  Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 


That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
The  General  Pier  and  Harbour  Act,  1861, 
relating  to  Bridgwatei,  Llandudno,  and 
Whitley  Bay."  [Piers  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm a  Provisional  Order  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  under  The  Greneral  Pier 
and  Harbour  Act,  1861,  relating  to 
Rothesay.'*  [Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  binder  the  Gas 
and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
relating  to  Brough  Water,  Burgess  Hill 
Water,  Earby  and  Thornton  Gas,  East 
Hull  Gas,  Sevenoaks,  Water,  and  Stour- 
bridge Water."  [Gas  and  Water  Orders 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Gas 
and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
relating  to  Caldicot  and  District  Gas, 
Rainford  Gas,  Rothwell  Gas,  Tenterden 
and  District  Gas,  and  Woolmer  and 
District  Gas."  [Gas  Orders  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Tram- 
ways Act,  1870,  relating  to  Liverpool 
Corporation  Tramways  Extensions  and 
Potteries  and  North  Staffordshire  Tram- 
ways (Amendment)."  [Tramways  Orders 
Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords'.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  imder 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899,  relating  to  Troon  (Loch 
Bradan)  Water."  [Troon  (Loch  Bradan) 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords.]  ^ 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  p[iOrds].— Read  the  first 
time ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  296.] 
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SALE  OF  INTOXIOATINO  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition   from   Hackney,   in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


i  I*i<T  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order 
(NiK  :\)  Hill  [Lords].— Read  the  first 
time ;  roferred  to  the  Examiners  of 
PetitiouH  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.     LHill  297.1 

(Sas  and  "Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Hill  |lj()nls|. — Head  the  first  time;  re- 
ferred to  the  Kxamiiiers  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Hills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
21)8.1 

(Jas  Orders  (^)nfirmation  Hill  [Lords]. 
"  -Uead  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the 
Kxaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
aiul  to  be  printed.     [Hill  299.] 

rp  f.    I         />.     c        X-        /XT  IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Iramwavs   Orders  Confirmation   (No.  i  *i  xc»*i  w^^n     ^.^.u^^oAvr.i. 

2^   Hill  [Lords].— Read    the   first  time;        Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Advances 

referred  to  the  Kxaminers  of  Petitions ,  niade  under  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1905 

for  Private  Hills,  autl  to  be  printed.     [Hill    ^l»rinjx  the  month  of  October,  1907  [by 

;j(jO.  I  Command] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NAVAL  PRIZE  MONEY. 
Account  presented,  showing  the  Re- 
ceipt and  Expenditure  of  Naval  Prize, 
Bounty,  Salvage,  and  other  MonejB 
between  1st  April,  1907,  and  31st  Uaicli, 
1908  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
j  and  to  be  printed.    [No,  208.] 


Troon  (Looh  Hradan>  Water  Orilor 
Confirmation  Hill  [Lords], — Read  the 
first  time:  and  ordereil  (under  Seetio'.i 
9  of  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
^Si-otlaiuU  Aet.  1899 ■  to  be  read  a  seeor.d 
time  To-morrow,  and  to  be  prir.ted. 
I  Hill  ;hu.j 

PFTinoys. 


kOW.    minks    vKUJHT    HOVKSj    ^No.    '2\ 
V.Il.l.. 

IVtirior.s  siiiair.s:  :  From  Ainlrie  : 
lM\Miv.j::o:;  :  OardiiT  :  l\ir>h./.:or.  : 
i\u!YiLie  :  Uur.iiee  \>ix  :  Exeior  : 
l.-nkerlno  ;  Lor.div:  vtour  :  Ol.lU  'la  : 
Son:  lui K*. :> : o!i  i r  w  \ »  :  T i.b ur v  1  ^.  •■  k <  : 
I'uvv.forxl  :    iiv.ii  \Va.':i'.'.4::o!.  :    :o  '.ie  i;:v-: 

lU'VNSlW:  Sr:.l. 


I  TREATY  SERIES  (No.  19»  1908). 

Copy  presented,  of  Note  exchanged 
between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Sweden  and  Norway  relative  to  the 
Agreement  of  12th  July,  1881,  for  the 
Mutual  Relief  of  Distressed  Seamen. 
Xoveniber,  1907,  to  May,  1908  [by 
Command] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table.] 

POST  OFFICE  SA>'INGS  BANKS. 
Aoooimts  presented,  of  all  Deposits 
received  and  paid  during  the  year  ended 
olst  Deceml>er,  1907,  together  with  a 
Statement  showing  the  aggregate  amoiint 
of  the  liabilities  of  the  Government  to 
Pe^vsitors  in  the  Post  Office  Savings 
B,iv.k>  or.  3l5t  December,  1907,  and 
the  !-An:r>?  and  amount  of  the  Securities 
hoM  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 
He.l'.ivTUn:  of  the  National  Debt  to 
::uv:  :r,05e  Liabilities  at  that  date  [bv 
Ao:' :  TO  W-?  uikv.i  the  Table,  and  to.he 
^  :::':<.:.      No. 'i**?.] 


v'-.y\ 


■  \ 


■;■.  w. 


:  V:  :  :^S    :_AIP    UPON    THE    TABLE  BY 
;■:•>:     I.VP.K  OF  THE  HOrSE. 

r>.;-.  '/.;■■  >x:e::e5.  Workmen's  Com- 
v.-  N.^::.  .  >."r.e:::e>.  Industrial  and  P»- 
V..-,  v.:  S  -.iorlei^  and  Trade  Unioos. 
K -..::>  ::  :'r.-  Chief  Registrar  for  the 
V  .:  'Ut  December.  1907  [hf 
\-       :.     .:  y:— edi:No.  210]. 

-  .:    ;  xv>:::e*,  (opy  of  ThiiteenA 
\  V^  .vr  bv  the  Ckief  ~ 


Questicns. 
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ly  Societies  of  the  Proceedings 
legistrars   under   the    Building 

Acts,  etc.,   [by  Act] ;     to  be 

[No.  211.] 


iTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
ATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


LBh  Historical  Monuments— 
gested  Royal  Commission- 
ORNIMAN  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
e  Minister  whether  a  letter  has 
eived  by  him  asking  for  the 
ent  of  a  Royal  Commission 
,nd  and  Wales,  to  be  appointed 
nes  of  the  existing  Commission 
!nt  and  Historical  Monuments 
structions  in  Scotland  ;  and 
the  letter  was  signed  officially 
;ht  hon.  Lord  Avebury,  on  behalf 
jiety  of  Antiquaries,  by  k'ir  E.  J. 
Bart.,  President  of  the  Royal 
,  and  by  Mr.  T.  E.  CoUcutt, 
;  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 

8. 

yred  by  Mr,  Asquith,)  I  have 
3ommimications  from  the  bodies 
d  recommending  the  appoint- 
k  Royal  Commission  for  England 


&ce  Charge  Clerks  in  North  of 

Ireland. 
OORE  (Armagh,  N.) :  To  ask 
master- Greneral  whether  he  can 
7  many  charge  clerks  there  are 
S'orthem  District  of  Ireland; 
the  officer  now  in  charge  at 
Coimty  Antrim,  is  one  of  these, 
iving  the  allowance  ;  and,  if 
bher  he  will  state  why  a  charge 
not  sent  to  this  office. 

>red  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,) 
no  class  of  charge  clerks  in  the 

District  of  Ireland  or  elsewhere. 
3  necessary  to  send  an  established 

take  charge  of  an  office  he  is 
from  a  list  of  suitable  officers 
le  surveyor.  In  the  case  referred 
hon.  Member  it  is  not  necessary 
Y  an  established  officer. 

trannuation  (Post  Office  and  War 
Office)  Act,  1876. 

KEKEWICH  (Exeter) :   To  ask  ' 
naster-Greneral  whether  Clause  5  i 

CXCI.    [Fourth  Series.]  , 


of  the  Superannuation  (Post  Office  and 
War  Office)  Act,  1876,  was  complied 
with ;  whether  the  Treasury  laid  before 
Parliament  the  Return  showing  the 
names  of  all  persons  with  respect  to  whom 
any  order  or  warrant  was  issued  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  Act ;  whether  he 
will  state  if  complete  lists  of  all  persons 
who  were  affected  by  this  Act  were  com- 
plied by  the  officials  of  that  period  ;  and 
whether  such  lists  are  still  in  existence 
at  post  offices  where  such  officers  are 
employed. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,)  The 
Return  was  laid  before  Parliament  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Act, 
and  was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  be  printed  on  4th  May,  1877. 
Copies  of  the  Return  are  still  in  existence 
and  are  referred  to  from  time  to  time  as 
occasion  demands. 

Sir  G.  KEKEWICH:  To  ask  the 
.  Postmaster-General  whether,  seeing  that 
I  under  the  Superannuation  Act,  1859,  it  is 
I  enacted  that  compulsory  retirement  shall 
I  take  place  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  he  can 
!  state  why  it  was  necessary  to  fix  the  com- 
;  pulsory  retirement  age  at  sixty  in  the 
I  Superannuation  (Post  Office  and  War 
I  Office)  Act,  1876,  and  if  any  officers 
i  scheduled  imder  this  Act  are  retailed  after 
sixty  years  of  age ;  whether  he  will  lay 
Papers  upon  the  Table  stating  the  special 
reasons  why  the  said  officers  are  retained  ; 
and  whether,  in  all  such  cases,  paragraph 
3  of  subsection  (d)  of  Clause  2  was  duly 
enforced. 

{Answered    by    Mr,    Sydney    Buxton.) 
The  Superannuation  (Post  Office  and  War 
I  Office)  Act,   1876,  was  repealed  by  the 
!  Statute   Law   Revision   Act,    1883,  and, 
:  therefore,  the  special  age  limit  of  sixty 
no  longer  applies  to  the  officers  whose 
appointments  were  confirmed  under  the 
Act  of  1876.     I  do  not  know  why  the 
age  of  sixty  was  fixed  by  the  Act  of  1876 
as  the  age  for  compulsory  retirement ; 
but  I  may  point  out  that  the  Superannua- 
tion Act  of  1859  does  not  lay  down  any 
age  limit.     The  limit  of  sixty-five  years  is 
fixed  by  the  Orders  in  Council  of  15th 
August,*^  1890,  and  29th  November,  1898. 

Scottish  Judges  as  Bank  Directors- 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :    To  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  if  he  has  any  official 
2  r 
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in  format  ion  as  to  how  many  of  the  Judges 
of  rhf^  Tourt  of  Session  and  of  the  -Sheriffs  in 
Srotljifid  (jccupy  the  position  of  directors 
of  tho  Scottish  banks  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  fa  ft  that  these  two  offices 
are  so  oft^n  combined  tends  to  prevent 
the  public  entering  upon  litigation  against 
thf  banks  ;  and  whether  he  will,  in  future 
appointments  of  judges,  make  it  a  condition 
that  they  shall  not  accept  such  posts  in 
trading  concerns. 

(Ansfrered  hf/  Mr.  Asquith,)  I  have  no 
official  information  on  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  by  my  hon.  friend,  but  I  under- 
stand that  thf»  r)nly  position  ever  now- 
held  by  Judges  of  the  ('ourt  of  Session  in 
Scottish  banks  is  that  of  extraordinary 
director,  which  entails  no  duty  and  carries 
no  salary.  I  assume  that  the  same  piin- 
ciples  a]>ply  to  ordinary  trading  concerns. 
It  ay)pears  to  me  to  be  highly  undesirable 
that  a  Member  of  the  Bench  should  take 
an  active  j)art  in  the  direction  of  a  com- 
mercial company. 

S^eduction  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Mk.  NIELI)  (MiddleBox,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
it  has  been  decided  that  four  millions 
sterling  are  to  be  obtained  by  reducing 
the  new  Sinking  Fund  from  ten  and  a-half 
millions  to  six  and  a-half  millions  sterling. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Llojfd-Oeorf/e,)  The  i 
Sinking  Fund  portion  of  the  fixed  debt  j 
charged  for  the  current  year  is  estimated  i 
to  amount  to  £y,785,(MM).  There  is  no  : 
intention  of  reducing  that  amount  in  the  i 
current  year. 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  Directors. 
Mr.  swift  MAC'XEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  : 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
tt>  the  action  of  Alderman  C'orrigan 
;:gainst  Mr.  Edward  R.  Read,  the  chair- 
man of  the  late  National  Assurance 
Company  of  Ireland,  which  was  at 
lieuring  for  twelve  days  in  Dublin  before 
Mr.  .lustice  Andrews  and  a  sj^ecial  jury, 
and  resulted  on  Thursday,  26th  June, 
in  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  who  found  that 
Alderman  Corrigan  had  been  induced  to 
juirrhase  1,(K>0  shares  in  the  National 
As-^nrance  ('tympany  by  the  representa- 
ioiis  mude  in  the  rept^rts  and  speeches 
ij  the  chairman  and  directors,  that  these 


representations  were  untrue,  that  the 
defendant  knew  them  to  be  untrue,  and 
that  as  a  consequence  the  plaint ifE  lost 
over  £6.500  by  the  transaction  :  whether 
he  is  aware  that  on  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
list  of  directors  are  no  fewer  than  four 
flirectors  of  the  expired  National  Assur- 
ance Company,  and  that  the  National 
Assurance  Company  was  accommodated 
by  f»verdrafts  up  to  £90,000  by  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  by  which  the  directors  were 
'  nabled  to  conceal  its  true  position  and  to 
postpone  its  winding-up,  to  the  ruin  of 
the  shareholders ;  and  whether,  having 
re^'ard  to  the  fact  that  the  Government 
accounts  are  kept  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland, 
a»id  that  the  late  Treasury  Remembrancer 
in  Dublin  Castle  became  a  director  of  the 
Hank  of  Ireland  while  still  holding  the 
office  of  Treasury  Remembrancer,  the 
Government  contemplate,  in  view  of  to 
revelations  in  the  case  of  Corrigan  r. 
Read,  and  in  the  public  interest,  any,  and, 
if  80,  what,  change  in  their  relations  with 
.he  Bank  of  Ireland  and  their  dealingi 
with  it  in  preference  to  other  banking 
institutions  in  Ireland. 

(Ansicered  hy  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 

Answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Restoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  on  tht 

Tredennick  Estate. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  movemeot 
for  the  restoration  of  the  former  tenanti 
of  the  town  land  of  Derryonagh,  on  the 
Tredennick  estate,  County  Rosconmum; 
whether  it  is  now  two  years  since  the  funs 
from  which  they  were  evicted  we» 
offered  for  sale  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners by  the  agent  for  the  estite 
with  a  view  to  securing  the  reinstatement 
of  the  tenants  in  question  ;  and  whethr 
any  steps  can  be  taken  to  ezpedh 
matters. 

[Ansicered  by  Mr.  Cheny.)  The  Ertitai 
Commissioners  were  for  some  tine  ■ 
negotiations  with  the  owner  for  the 
purchase  of  the  property  in  question,  M 
an  agreement  as  to  price  could  not  b 
arrived  at  and  the  negotiatioD&  M 
abandoned.  The  Commiasionen  reoeM 
six  applications  for  reinstatement « th 
estate,  but  they  do  not  intend'  to  lib 
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action  in  any  of  these  cases,  and  conse 
quently  they  do  not  propose  to  reopen 
the  negoitations  for  purchase. 

Police  at  Public  Meeting  at  Kilmurray. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  why  a  large  force  of  police  was 
ordered  to  attend  a  public  meeting  held  at 
Kilmurray,  Sixmile  Bridge,  Coimty  Clare, 
last  month  ;  and  whether  the  presence  of 
so  large  a  force  was  in  any  way  necessary. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Cherry.)  The  police 
authorities  inform  me  that  on  the  occasion 
in  question  a  demonstration  was  organised 
for  the  purpose  of  denouncing  an  ob- 
noxious person  who  resides  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  police  were  directed  to 
attend  in  order  to  prevent  intimidation, 
and  generally  to  preserve  the  peace. 

Congested  Districts  Board— Amount 
Spent  on  Wages. 

Mk.  CONOR  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
amount  spent  in  wages  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  from  Ist  May  to  1st  July 
on  the  various  properties  of  the  Board  in 
connection  with  improvement  schemes. 

(Af^wered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  During  the 
two  months  referred  to  the  sum  of  about 
£9,400  was  expended  in  wages  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  upon  the 
improvement  of  estates. 

Drainage  of  the  River  Robe. 
Mb.  CONOR  0' KELLY  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
reasons  why  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  were  unable  to  carry  out  the 
drainage  of  the  River  Robe,  in  the  county 
of  Mayo  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
loss  suffered  by  the  small  holders  ad- 
joining the  river  through  want  of  effective 
drainage,  he  will  ask  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  reconsider  the  question 
with  a  view  to  having  the  river  drained. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  I  would 
refer  to  my  right  hon.  friend's  Answer  to 
a  similar  Question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Souiii  Mayo  on  Hth  April 
last. 
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Bestoration  of  Evicted  Tenants  in  County 
Kerry. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.)  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  total  number  of  evicted  tenants 
i  n  Kerry  ;  how  many  evicted  tenants 
have  been  reinstated  in  their  own  or 
other  farms  by  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  how  many  have  been 
reinstated  by  the  la!idlord. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  Up  to 
31st  May  last  the  Estates  Commissioners 
had  received  957  applications  from  evicted 
tenants  in  County  Kerry.  Of  these 
thirty-nine  have  been  reinstated  or 
provided  with  new  holdings  by  the 
Commissioners,  eight  have  been  rein- 
stated by  the  landlords  at  the  instance 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  207  have 
been  reinstated  by  landlords,  some  prior 
to  and  others  subsequent  to  the  passing 
of  The  Irish  Land  Act,  1903.  359 
applications  have  been  refused  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  the  names  of  210 
applicants  have  been  noted  upon  the 
list  of  persons  suitable  to  receive  holdings 
if  such  can  be  provided.  The  Commis- 
sioners have  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  evicted  in  the  county, 
as  they  deal  only  with  those  evicted 
tenants  who  apply  to  them. 

Irish  Primary  Education  Grants. 
Mr.  J.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.)  :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
prepared,  before  finally  deciding  on  the 
new  method  of  allocation  of  the  supple- 
mentary grant  for  primary  education, 
to  take  steps  to  ascertain  the  opinions 
of  the  executive  of  the  teachers'  organi- 
sation on  the  subject. 

(Art^mred  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  My  right 
hoi.  friend  is  prepared  to  consider  any 
representations  which  the  teachers' 
organisation  may  think  fit  to  make  to 
him,  but  he  does  not  feel  called  upon 
to  approach  them  in  the  matter. 

The  Canadian  Militia  and  the  Ross  Rifle 
Mr.  COURTflOPE  (Sussex,  Rve)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  Government  of  Canada 
have   decided  to   re-arm  the   Canadian 
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Militia  with  the  Ross  rifle  in  place  of 
the  Lee-Enfields  now  in  use;  whether 
this  change  is  being  made  owing  to 
the  superiority  of  the  Ross  rifle  ;  and 
whether  thorough  trials  or  tests  have 
been  carried  out  with  the  Ross  rifle 
in  this  country,  and  with  what  result. 

{/insivered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Halda7ie.) 
The  Canadian  Government  is  completing 
the  arming  of  its  Militia  with  the  Ross 
rifle.  The  reasons  for  the  adoption  of 
this  rifle  by  the  Canadian  Goveniment 
are  not  known.  The  rifle  was  thoroughly 
tested  in  this  countr}%  and  was  not 
considered  superior  to  the  Lee-Enfield 
rifle. 

iThe  Harvester  Excise  Act  in  Australia. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.)  :  To 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  decision  of  the  Federal 
High  Court  of  Australia  that  the  Federal 
Excise  Act,  commonly  known  as  the 
Harvester  Excise  Act,  which  regulated 
wages  in  the  case  of  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  implements  by  means  of 
Excise  duties  levied  when  wages  were 
not  adjudged  to  be  fair  and  reasonable, 
and  which  two  manufacturers  contended 
was  bad  law,  was  outside  the  power  of 
taxation  conferred  by  the  constitutions ; 
whether  the  Act  was  supported  by  the 
Australian  Labour  Party  on  the  express 
understanding  that  wages  were  to  be 
screwed  up  by  Excise  duties  so  as  to 
compensate  the  workmen  for  the  increased 
cost  of  commodities  caused  by  the  tariff  ; 
whether  any  information  was  forth- 
coming with  regard  to  the  working  of 
the  Act  prior  to  the  decision  of  the 
Federal  High  Court ;  how  many  of  the 
Colonies  are  affected  by  the  decision  ; 
and  whether  he  would  consider  the 
advisability  of  issuing  a  special  Report 
n  the  subject. 

(Answered  by  Colonel  Seely.)  I  have 
observed  telegraphic  reports  in  the  Press 
of  the  decision  of  the  Commonwealth 
High  Court  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
friend.  I  believe  the  Act  had  the  support 
of  the  Labour  Party  in  Australia,  but 
I  cannot,  of  course,  ex|)re8s  any  opinion 
as  to  the  grounds  of  their  support.  I 
have  no  infonnation  as  to  the  working 


I  of  the  Act,  which  applies  to  all  the  srates 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Secretary 
of  State  is  not  in  a  position  to  issue 
any  special  Report  on  the  subject. 

Split  Duties  in  Hull  Post  Office. 

Mr.   FERENS  (Hull,   E.) :       To  ask 

the    Postmaster- General   whether   he  is 

'  aware  that,  despite  the  recommendation 

i  of  the  Hobhouse  Committee  in  regard 

to  split  duties,  the  postmaster  of  Hull 

I  has  recently  increased  these  duties  on 

I  the  female  side  by  over  100  per  cent.. 

and  on  the  male  side  to  a  considerable 

extent ;      and   whether   he    will   make 

inquiry  as  to  the  necessity  for  this  step 

and  why  the  recommendations  of  the 

]  Hobhouse    Committee    have    not    beeu 

carried  out. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  recommendation  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  restrict  the  number 
of  split  duties  as  far  as  possible  has  not 
been  lost  sight  of,  but  I  find  that  it  has 
mifortunately  been  found  necessary  to 
increase  the  number  of  such  duties  at 
Hull  in  order  to  adjust  the  staff  to  the 
requirements  of  the  service  and  to 
obviate  the  performance  of  overtime. 
But  I  am  making  further  inquiry  into 
the  matter. 

Thursday  Evening  Postal  Delivery  at 
Banchory. 

Captain  ARTHUR  MURRAY  (Kin- 
cardineshire) :  To  ask  the  Postmaste^ 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  i 
majority  of  the  residents  of  Banchory 
desire  the  Thursday  evening  postal 
delivery,  which  was  recently  dlisccm' 
tinned,  to  be  resumed;  and  whether 
he  will  issue  instructions  to  the  eSect 
that  this  should  be  done. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  BuxUm.) 
The  Thursday  evening  delivery  at  Ban- 
chory was  discontinued,  with  the  assent 
of  the  town  coimcil,  in  order  to  afbd 
the  postmen  partial  relief  from  dutf 
on  one  day  in  the  week,  as  in  the  caie 
of  many  other  officers.  Some  com- 
plaints from  the  public  have  beenrecei^» 
but  it  is  not  clear  that  the  restoTAtioB 
of  the  delivery  is  desired  by  a  majontr 
of  the  residents.  I  propose,  liOW0?M» 
to  consult  the  town   coimcil  agun  is 
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order  to  ascertain  from  them  whether 
they,  as  the  local  representatives  of  the 
public,  are  of  opinion  that  the  concession 
to*  the  postmen  should  be  withdraw]!. 

Post  Office  Territorials  and  Camp  Leave. 
Mr.  BR 0 die  (Surrey,  Reigate)  : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  will  state  approximately  in  what  pro- 
portion of  cases  it  will  be  possible  for 
Post  Office  servants  who  are  members 
of  the  Territorial  Force  to  go  to  camp 
without  providing  substitutes  ;  whether 
the  order  recently  issued  with  regard  to 
leave  for  camp  will  in  effect  mean  that  no 
men  in  the  Post  Office  service  will  be  able 
to  attend  camp  without  sacrificing  the 
greater  part  of  their  civil  pay ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of  men 
iu^the  Post  Office  service  requiring  leave 
of  absence  for  Territorial  camps. 

(Anstpered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
regret  that  I  am  unable  to  state,  even 
approximately,  what  proportion  of  the 
Post  Office  members  of  the  Territorial 
Force  will  be  able  to  attend  camp  on 
special  leave  without  providing  sub- 
stitutes ;  I  fear,  however,  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  small  proportion  only,  as  no 
reserve  of  staff  is  provided  to  meet  such 
cases  and  the  work  of  absentees  must  be 
dealt  with  from  day  to  day.  Moreover, 
the  officers  are  away  at  the  time  of  year 
when  the  staff  is  most  depleted  by 
holiday  leave.  The  recent  regulations 
issued  by  the  Treasury  with  regard  to 
leave  to  Civil  Service  members  of  the 
Territorial  Force  to  enable  them  to  attend 
camp  will  no  doubt  involve  the  sacrifice 
by  most  of  the  Post  Office  men  concerned 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  civil 
pay  unless  they  attend  camp  during  their 
ordinary  holiday.  I  shall  not  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  state  the  number  of  men  in  the 
Post  Office  service  who  required  leave 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  camp  until 
after  the  close  of  the  training  season. 

Prevention  of  Tramcar  Accidents. 
Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if  the  Board  of  Trade  has  power  to  insist 
upon  the  application  to  every  tramcar 
of  some  appliance  to  prevent  accidents ; 
and  if  it  can  require  the  best  known  for 
that  purpose. 


(Ansu^ered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  Tram- 
cars  worked  by  mechanical  power  are 
subject  to  regulations  made  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  which  requires  suitable  life- 
guards, brakes,  etc.  If  any  tj^e  of  such 
appliances  showed  undoubted  superiority 
its  use  could  be  required  by  regulation. 

Irish  Trade  Statistics. 
M3.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  has 
received  representations  from  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  favour  of  the 
separate  classification  in  the  official 
Returns  of  Irish  imports  and  exports, 
not  only  in  regard  to  foreign  comitries 
but  also  in  regard  to  England  and*  Scot- 
land ;  and  whether  he  has  come  to  any 
decision  in  the  matter. 

{Ansu^ered  by  Mr.  ChurchiU.)  The  only 
representations  on  the  subject  received 
from  the  Belfast  Chamber  were  addressed 
to  the  Departmental  Committee  which  is 
now  sitting  to  consider  how  far  any 
change  is  desirable  in  the  form  in  which 
the  Trade  Accounts  of  the  United  King- 
dom are  published  as  regards  the  coimtries 
from  which  imports  are  received  and  to 
which  exports  are  sent.  I  imderstand, 
however,  that  the  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  this  matter  does  not  fall 
within  their  terms  of  reference.  I  will 
give  careful  consideration  to  any  views 
which  the  Belfast  Chamber  may  lay  before 
me,  but,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  probably 
aware,  the  question  bristles  with  diffi- 
culties and  could  not  be  dealt  with  with- 
out legislation. 

Compulsory  Attendance  at  Chnrch  of 
School  Children  at  Wheatley  (Oxon). 
Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  question  that  has  occurred 
at  Wheatley,  in  Oxfordshire,  with  regard 
to  the  children  being  taken  to  church  on 
last  Ascension  Day  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that,  although  the  school  was  not  opened 
on  that  day,  no  proper  notice  of  a  holiday 
was  given  ;  that  after  the  children  had 
assembled  at  the  school  at  9  a.m.  they 
were  at  once  marched  to  church,  and  that 
one  child  who  attempted  to  go  home, 
in  accordance  with  his  parents'  wishes, 
was  not  allowed  to  do  so  ;   and  whether 
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he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  I  dential  land  in  each  county,  and  in  the 
case.  !  whole  of  Ireland. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  I  have 
no  information  as  to  this  case,  but  I  will 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made. 

Grants  for  Higher  Education  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Keny, 
W.)  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  in  Ireland  have 
asked  from  the  Treasury  grants  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  higher  national 
schools  in  Ireland  so  to  enable  children 
from  the  national  school  to  graduate  for 
the  University ;  and  what  answers  have 
the  Treasury  given. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  The 
Commissioners  of  National  Education 
have  on  more  than  one  occasion  proposed 
the  establishment  of  higher  grade  national 
schools  ;  but  the  Treasury  has  not  seen 
its  way  to  sanctioning  the  expenditure 
involved. 

County  of  London  Pensions  Committee- 
Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Mile  End)  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  in  the  county  of 
London,  the  appointment  of  the  pensions 
committee  is  to  be  made  by  the  borough 
councils  or  the  London  County  Council. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  As 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  now  stands 
the  pension  committee  would  in  London 
be  appointed  by  the  London  County 
Council,  and  not  by  the  Metropolitan 
borough  councils. 

Irish  Agricultural  Holdings 
Mr.  GINNELL  (Westmeath,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  ascertain 
and  state,  as  to  the  end  of  June,  1908, 
the  number  of  agricultural  holdings  in 
each  county,  and  in  the  whole  of  Ireland, 
under  £10  valuation,  purchased  without 
nlargement  under  the  Land  Act  of 
1903  ;  their  aggregate  area,  Poor  Law 
valuation,  and  price,  omitting  bonus ; 
the  number  of  the  purchasers  of  these 
uneconomic  holdings  in  aiiear  in  the  pay- 
ment of  their  annuities;  and  the  aggre- 
gate  area  of  untenanted  and  non-resi- 


(Ar^wered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  I  am  in- 
I  formed  that  upwards  of  47,000  holdings 
purchased  under  the  Act  of  1903  have 
I  already  been  vested  in  the  purchasiug 
tenants,  and  that  in  upwards  of  110,000 
cases   purchase    agreements   have   been 
lodged,   but  the  holdings  are   not  yet 
vested  in  the  purchasers.     The  cases  are 
not   classified   according   to    Poor  Law 
valuation,    and    the    particulars   asked 
for  in  the  Question  could  only  be  obtained 
by    an    examination    of    each   separate 
purchase  agreement.     The  Estates  Com- 
missioners inform  me,  and  indeed  it  is 
sufficiently  obvious,  that  they  could  not 
imdertake  this  very  extensive  task  with- 
out  totally  disorganising  the  work  of 
their  office.     I  may  however  inform  the 
hon.  Member  that  particulars  (including 
tenement  valuation)  of  all  cases  in  which 
tenant  purchasers  are  in  default  in  the 
payment  of  land  purchase  annuities  aie 
shown  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Irish  Land  ConmiiBsion. 
The  area  and  tenement  valuation  of  the 
imtenanted    land    in    each    county  of 
Ireland  which  is  in  the  occupation  of 
owners  will  be  found  in  Table  I.  of  Ap- 
pendix VII.  to  the  Third  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Congestion. 

Eestoration  of  Connty  Longford  Brietad 
Tenants. 
Mr.    J.    PHILLIPS    (Longford,  8.): 
To   ask   the     Chief    Secretary  to  the 

I  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Estataa 
Commissioners  have  succeeded  in  jna- 
chasing  any  land  in  the  County  Longbnd, 
Ireland,  in  order  to  restore  the  Oonaty 
Longford  evicted  tenants;  if  so,  w31 
he  state  how  many  acres  and  the  naiv 

I  of  the  lands  so  purchased ;  and  when 
will  the  tenants  be  restored. 

I 

(AnsweredhyMr.Bxrrea.)  TheBstates 
Commissioners  have  purchased,  nndff 
the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  the  esUtea  ol 
F.  W.  Cusack  and  R.  O'Brien  in  Owffltf 

I  Longford.  On  the  former  estate  SM 
acres  of  untenanted  land  were  acqidni 

:  and  on  151  acres  thereof  three  eviclBd 
tenants  were  reinstated.  On  the  O'Bihs 
estate  45  acres  of  untenanted  land  W* 
acquired,  on  which  an  evicted 
was  reinstated.    The  Cominiwrioneis  < 
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at  present  negotiating  for  the  purchase  I 
of  the  estate  of  L.  J.  Dopping  Hepenstall,  | 
on  which  there  are  168  acres  of  untenanted  j 
land,  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  nine  | 
evicted  tenants,   and  for  the  estate  of 
R.    Davoren,    on   which   there   are    155 
acres   of   untenanted   land.     The    Com- 
missioners are  not  at  present  able  to  sav 
how  much  of  this  will  be  given  to  evicted 
tenants  if  they  should  acquire  the  estate. 
Further,   the  Commissioners  have  pub- 
lished  in   the   Dublin   Gazette   a   notice 
of    their    intention    to    acquire,    under 
the    Evicted    Tenants    Act,    1907,    the 
estate   of  H.   B.   Armstrong,   on   which 
there  are  117  acres  of  untenanted  land. 

Grants  for  Scholarships  in  Ireland. 

BiR.  THOMAS   O'DONNELL  (Kerr>%  | 
W.) :    To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  have 
on   several   occasions   asked   for   grants  ' 
to  give  prizes  and  scholarships  to  brilliant  , 
boys  in  Irish  national  schools,  so  as  to  ' 
graduate  in  a  technical  scho<^  or  in  a  , 
University ;    and  whether  the  Treasury 
have  in  every  case  refused. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  in 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  encouraging 
national  teachers  to  obtain  University 
degrees,  have  asked  for  funds  to  give 
a  special  bonus  to  teachers  who  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  University  degrees ; 
and  whether,  seeing  the  importance  of 
this  matter,  in  view  of  the  establishment 
of  popular  Universities  in  Ireland,  the 
Treasury  will  consider  the  justice  of 
this  claim  by  the  education  authorities 
in  Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  It  is  the 
fact  that  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  have  asked  for  grants  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  these  two  Ques- 
tions, but  the  Grovernment  have  not  found 
it  possible  to  grant  their  requests.  I 
would  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  a 
considerable  grant  is  now  being  made 
for  the  more  pressing  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  emoluments  of  the  teachers 
generally. 


Training  of  Irish  Teachers. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  enable  teachers 
in  training  to  attend  University  lectures 
and  graduate  during  their  training 
course. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  1 1 should 
hope  that  it  will  be  found  possible  to 
give  teachers  in  training  an  opportunity 
of   attending   University   lectures. 

Disposal  of  Unallotted  Portion  of  the 
Claremonnt  Lands. 

Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY  :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  what  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
are  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  unallotted 
portion  of  the  Claremount  lands,  Clare- 
morris,  County  Mayo,  at  present  on 
their  hands. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  intend  to  dispose 
of  the  unallotted  portion  of  the  Clare- 
mount  estate  by  adding  it  to  the  small 
holdings  on  the  adjacent  Dale  estate. 

Evicted  Tenants— Claim  of  John  D. 
M'Aoliffe. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  County,  Mid.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  considered  the  claim 
of  John  D.  M'Auliffe,  an  evicted  tenant 
on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Devyanes  Smyth, 
Ballygibbon,  Blarney;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  has  been  placed  on  the  ap- 
proved list  of  those  who  are  to  be  pro- 
vided with  holdings  imder  the  Act  of 
1903. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative,  and  to  the  second  part  in 
the  negative.  The  Commissioners  have 
decided  to  take  no  action  upon  the 
application. 

Ghrants  to  Irish  Intermediate  Education 

Board  from  Surplus  Duty  on  Intozi* 

eating  Drinks. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  :     To  ask  the  Chief 

Secretary    to    the    Lord-Lieutenant    of 

Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  amount 
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of  the  surplus  duty  tax  on  intoxicating )  would  be  advantageous  to  the  funds  o^ 
drinks  that  has  been  available  for  Irish    the  Board. 
Intermediate  education  in  each  year  since 


the  amount  of  the  Irish  Intermediate 
grant  was  made  dependent  on  the  amount 
of  intoxicating  drink  consumed  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  will  he  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  making  this  grant  dependent 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl)  The 
amounts  which  have  been  paid  to  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board,  under 
Section  3  (ii.)  of  the  Local  Taxation 
(Customs  and  Excise)  Act,  1890,  are  as 
follows  : — 


Admiralty  Expenditure  on  CoaL 
.    ^  ^^       -^      ,,  Mr.  BOWLES  (I^mbeth,  Norwood): 

m  future  on  some  source  other  than  the  |  j  y^^g  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
present  one.  I  miralty  whether  he  can  state  the  total 

j  amount  estimated  to  be  spent  by  the 
I  Admiralty  during  the  current  financial 
I  year  in  the  purchase  of  coal ;  and  what 
j  would  have  been  the  total  increase  of 
'  this  charge  on  the  Naval  Estimates  if 
the  contract  price  of  all  coal  purchased 
;  had  been  raised  by  Is.  6d.  per  ton. 

! 

:     The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADMIR- 

I  ALTY  (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 

;  N.) :     The  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the 

I  Question    is    approximately   £1,784,800. 

I  In   regard   to   the   second  part  of  the 

Question,  it  is  not  considered  to  be  in  the 

public  interests   to   furnish  information 

bearing  upon  the  consumption  of  coal 

for  the  Fleet. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  But  why  is  it  not  in  the 
public  interest,  seeing  that  the  Admiralty 
always  pay  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  per  ton  mow 
than  anyone  else? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  It  is  not  in  the 
public  interest  to  make  a  statement  as  to 
the  amount  of  coal  actually  consimied  hy 
the  Navy.     I  have  given  the  cost. 

Sonthampton  County  Asioelation'i  Be- 
cmiting  Circnlar. 
Mr.  j.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northumbc^ 
land,  Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  poster  beaiing 
the  Royal  Arms,  and  ostensibly  issiied 
by  the  (L'ownty  of  Southampton  Territorial 
Force  Association,  in  which  Hampshire 
men  are  invited  to  defend  their  conntif 
and  home  and  so  avoid  conscriptioii ; 
and  whether  he  will  direct  that  sock 
unwarrantable  expressions  be  not  intro- 
duced into  ofiicial  public  annonncementa 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  An- 
ham) :  Does  the  right  hon.  Genthnm 
consider  that   there  is  anythmg  eitW 


£    8.  d. 

1891  - 

-  39,042  6  11 

1892  - 

-  47,526  13  3 

1893  - 

-  44,164  4  11 

1894  - 

-  44,261  9  5 

1895  - 

-  40.718  15  10 

1896  - 

-  47,232  15  7 

1897  - 

-  50,841  14  0 

1898  - 

-  54,174  19  8 

1899  - 

-  57,975  7  8 

1900  - 

-  71,400  2  5 

1901  - 

-  64,730  16  2 

1902  - 

-  56,583  14  10 

1903  - 

-  59,430  14  0 

1904  - 

-  56,156  3  4 

1905  - 

-  50,385  6  10 

1906  - 

-  48,255  19  6 

1907  - 

-  49.916  17  3 

1908  - 

-  49,504  7  1 

The  hon.  Member  appears  to  assume 
that  the  amount  payable  to  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Board  under  this 
head  is  dependent  solely  upon  the 
quantity  of  intoxicating  drink  consumed 
in  Ireland.  The  amount  of  the  Irish 
portion  of  the  Customs  and  Excise 
duties  grant  is  fixed  by  Statute  at  nine- 
hmidrcdths  of  the  total  grant  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  this  total  grant  de- 
pends upon  the  duties  paid  in  the  United 
Kingdom  generally.  The  residue  of  the 
Irish  portion  of  the  grant,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  £78,000  annually  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  A<rriculture,  is  payable  to  the 
Litermediate  Education  Board.  To  alter 
the  allocatioji  of  the  grant  or  to  provide 
funds  for  Intermediate  education  from 
another  source  would  equally  require 
legislation,  and  it  is  by  no  means  sure 
that  any  change  which  could  be  made 
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unwarrantable  or  improper  in  the  •sug- 
gestion that  the  men  of  Hampshire  should 
defend  their  homes  and  country  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington)  : 
In  reply  to  my  hon.  friend  I  do  not  see 
anything  in  the  circular  that  is  in  the 
least  degree  open  to  exception.  My 
sympathy  is  wholly  with  the  Hampshire 
Association. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  it  as  his  opinion 
that  that  Association  is  entitled  to  use 
the  expression  "  and  so  avoid  conscrip- 
tion "  in  a  public  document  bearing  the 
Royal  Arms  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  hon.  friend  wishes  to  invite 
conscription.  I  am  obliged  to  this 
Association  for  pointing  out  an  additional 
motive  for  coming  into  the  Territorial 
Army. 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON:  Is  that 
Association,  as  a  pubhc  body,  entitled  to 
give  such  an  expression  of  opinion  as  is 
embodied  in  the  phrase  "  and  so  avoid 
conscription  "  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  should  have 
thought  most  certainly. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  :  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  associate  him- 
self with  that  argument  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Certainly  ;  I  think 
the  Territorial  Force  is  a  considerable 
bulwark  against  conscription. 

Volunteer  Long^-Service  Medal. 
Earl  of  RONALDSHAY  (Middlesex, 
Homsey) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  a  Volunteer,  who  has  ! 
served  sixteen  years  and  does  not  join 
the  Territorial  Force,  is  eligible  for  the 
long-service  medal,  whereas  a  Volunteer 
who  has  served  more  than  sixteen  years 
and  less  than  twenty  years,  and  who 
joins  the  Territorial  Force,  and  whose  ; 
term  of  service  in  the  Territorial  Force, 
together  with  his  term  of  service  in  the 
Volunteers,  reaches  twenty  years,  is  not 
eligible  for  the  long-service  medal ;  and,  | 


if  this  is  the  case,  what  is  the  reason  for 
this  apparent  inequality  of  treatment. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  As  I  have  already 
explained  to  the  House,  no  inequality  of 
treatment  was  intended.  In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  apparent  dissatisfaction  on 
this  point  it  has  been  decided  that  Volun- 
teers of  sixteen  years  service  who  have 
joined  the  Territorial  Force  may  have 
the  option  of  being  considered  either 
for  the  long-service  medal  or  the  new 
efficiency  medal. 

Dockyard  TenitorialB. 
Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Admiralty  have 
declared  that  they  have  the  first  claim 
on  the  services  of  all  men  employed 
in  the  Royal  dockyards,  and  that  they 
would  not  permit  any  man  belonging 
to  the  Territorial  Army  to  leave  his 
work  on  Army  mobilisation  unless  he 
could  be  spared,  he  can  assure  the  House 
that  all  dockyard  men  in  the  Territorial 
Force  will,  on  an  emergency,  be  able 
to  perform  the  duties  for  which  they 
are  enlisted. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  Amendment  to 
Section  1  of  Clause  17  of  the  Territorial 
and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  moved  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  accepted 
by  the  Government,  with  regard  to  the 
special  arrangements  to  be  made  for 
individuals  whose  services  may  be  re- 
quired in  other  than  a  military  capacity, 
and  to  the  discussion  on  this  Amend- 
ment and  one  moved  by  himself.  To 
this  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  But  may  I  ask  what 
special  arrangements  have  been  made  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :    Will  be  made  ? 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  No,  what  special 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  deal 
with  men  employed  by  the  Admiralty 
who  have  been  allowed  to  join  the  Terri- 
torial Reserve. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  clause  says  that 
arrangements  will  be  made,  and  they 
will  be  made  accordingly  when  •  the 
necessity   arises. 
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Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Will  the  arrangement 
be  such  as  to  enable  them  to  defend 
their  country  in  time  of  danger  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  That  entirely  de- 
pends on  the  necessity  of  the  situation. 

The  Territorial  Force  Eetnms. 

Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  state  the  number  of  men  that 
have  joined  under  the  Territorial  Forces 
Act  under  the  twelve  months  agreement, 
and  how  many,  if  any,  have  joined  under 
the  age  of  eighteen  ;  and  what  is  the  total 
number  of  men  and  officers  who  have 


joined  in  the  various  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  up  till  1st  July. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  Returns  are  not 
yet  quite  complete.  The  information 
at  present  available  shows  that  the  total 
number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  who  have  enlisted  is  173,351 ; 
details  by  districts  will  be  printed  in 
the  Votes  and  Proceedings.  The  number 
of  men  who  have  enlisted  for  one  year  is 
about  113,500.  The  Returns  do  not 
contain  information  regarding  the  ages. 
The  total  number  of  officers  who  hive 
joined  is  8,326  (excluding  veterinary 
officers  and  chaplains).  Appended  are 
the  figures  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
Answer — 


Provisional  Return.      Territorial  Force.      Strength  on  July  Ist,   1908. 
Summary.     All  Arms.     (N.C.O.'s  and  Men.) 


District. 

1 

1 
Establishment. 

Strength. 

PercenUge 

(nearest  whok 

nnmber). 

No.   1  (Highland) 

25,965 

15,332 

59 

„     2  (Lowland) 

27,112 

15,9S7 

59 

„     3  (Lancashire,  &c.)    ... 

36,712            i 

22,341 

61 

„     4  (Welsh)       

27,073 

16,384 

61 

„     5  (Yorkshire,  &c.)     ... 

38,116 

23,522 

62 

„     6  (N.  Midland) 

19,613 

12,599 

64 

„      7  (S.  Midland) 

20,163 

13,227 

66 

„     8  (S.  Western) 

26,397 

14,867 

54 

„     9  (Eastern)     

20,879 

11,774 

B6 

„    10  (Home  Counties)    ... 

22,045 

10,268 

47 

Loudon        

38,124 

17,610 

46 

Total     

1            302,199 

173,351 

67 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
say  how  many  officers  short  there  are  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Xo,  Sir  ;  but  I  think 
there  is  a  much  larger  nercentage  of  the 
officers  than  of  men. 


Woolwioh  AtmuI. 

Mr.  FELL  (Great  Yarmouth):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  iv 
War  if  any  workmen  have  been  diachaigid 
from  Woolwich  Arsenal  since  Itt  Jaauaiy 
last,  and,  if  so,  how  many ;  and  wkeA* 
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Mr.  FELL: 
pension  ? 


Mr.  HALDANE:  Excluding  boys 
whom  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
engage  as  men  on  reaching  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  thirty  men  have  been  dis- 
charged (all  at  their  own  request)  during 
the  period  4th  January,  1908,  to  27th 
June,  1908,  from  the  factories  for  which 
a  minimum  establishment  was  fixed.  In 
addition,  during  the  same  period,  forty- 
five  men  have  been  discharged,  as  is  usual 
during  the  summer  months,  from  the 
Building  Works  Department,  for  which 
no  mininium  was  fixed.  No  men  have 
been  discharged  on  reduction  ;  and  it  is 
not  anticipated  that  any  men  will 
be  so  discharged  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year  from  the  factories  for  which 
a  minimum  establishment  has  been 
fixed,  except  at  their  own  request,  or 
in  cases  where  they  have  completed 
some  special  work  for  which  they  were 
specially  engaged. 

Ck)LOXEL  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  May  I  ask  whether,  when  the 
numbers  of  workmen  are  increased, 
favourable  consideration  will  be  given  to 
the  claims  of  the  men  who  have  been 
discharged  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  should  think 
wherever  that  can  be  done  it  will  be 
done.  We  are  very  reluctant  to  dis- 
charge anybody,  and  those  who  are 
discharged  will  have  the  first  chance. 

)¥oolwich  Arsenal  Inquest. 
Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  inquest  held  at  Woolwich  on 
the  death  of  James  RejTiolds ;  will  he  say 
if  the  deceased  had  been  a  workman  at  > 
Woolwich   Arsenal   and   had   been   dis-  ! 
charged  ;  and,  if  so,  how  long  he  had  ; 
worked   at  the   Arsenal,   when   he   was  ' 
discharged,  and  for  what  reason. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  My  attention  has  ; 
been  dra\^Ti  to  this  unfortunate  occur- 
rence. The  deceased  workman  was 
employed  in  the  Royal  Laboratory 
for  twenty-two  years,  and  was  dis- 
charged with  a  gratuity  of  £27  15s.  6d. 
on  17th  August,  1907,  owing  to  the 
necessary  reduction  in  the  establishment. 
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Mr.  HALDANE  :  No,  only  a  gratuity. 

New  Cavalry  Sword. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
can  now  give  any  information  with  regard 
to  the  new  pattern  cavalry  sword ; 
and  how  soon  the  cavalry  will  be  armed 
with  it. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  new  pattern 
has  just  been  approved  and  manufacture 
will  at  once  be  proceeded  with,  but  no 
statement  can  yet  be  made  as  to  the  date 
when  the  cavalry  will  be  re-armed 
with  the  new  weapon. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  I  hope  they 
will  be  manufactured  with  all  possible 
speed. 

Supposed  Foreign  Spies  in  England. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
steps,  if  any,  he  intends  to  take  with 
regard  to  the  facts  forwarded  to  him  on 
the  subject  of  the  military  men  from  a 
foreign  nation  who  have  been  resident  for 
the  last  two  years,  on  and  off,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Epping,  and  who 
have  been  sketching  and  photographing 
the  whole  district  and  communicating 
their  information  directly  to  their  own 
coimtry. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :    As  the  law  of  this 

country  stands  at   present,   everybody, 

whether  he  is  an  Englishman  or  a  foreigner, 

is  at  liberty  to  go  about  and,  if  he  likes, 

to  sketch  and  photograph,  excepting  in 

'  places    where    there    are    fortifications. 

!  Nor  am  I  aware  that  in  other  civilised 

I  countries  the  law  is  materially  different. 

'  And  I  wish  to  add  that  I  neither  attach 

'  as  much  importance  as  does  the  right 

hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  the  results, 

nor  in  this  case  do  I  feel  so  certain  as  he 

I  does  about  the  facts. 

I  Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  Surely  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware  that  in 
foreign  countries  where  similar  pro- 
ceedings are  carried  on  there  is  a  very 
speedy  method  of  ending  them  ? 
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Mr.  HALDANE:  If  you  go  near 
fortifications,  either  here  or  there,  you 
will  find  yourself  very  summarily  dealt 
with,  but  you  may  go  and  sketch  over 
the  whole  of  Germany,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware. 

Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe) : 
Is  it  not  open  to  anybody  to  buy  Stan- 
ford's 25-inch  scale  map,  which  shows 
the  whole  country,  with  every  particular 
in  regard  to  roads,  elevations,  etc., 
better  than  anyone  could  possibly  sketch 
it? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Yes;  and  I  believe 
on  the  Continent  you  can  buy  the  general 
staff  maps  in  addition.  Very  little 
importance  is  attached  to  that. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Will  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  reconsider  his  action 
of  two  years  ago  in  stopping  the  military 
reconnaissance  of  Great  Britain,  in  case 
an  invasion  takes  place  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man appears  to  have  little  confidence 
in  the  capacity  of  our  people.  The 
military  reconnaissances  were  stopped 
because  they  were  not  suitable  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  intended. 
The  most  careful  study  of  the  ground 
will  be  made  in  the  future  by  the  forces 
charged  with  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Why  not  institute 
proper  reconnaissances  ? 

Ax  HON.  MEMBER  asked  whether 
this  state  of  things  was  increasing  in  this 
country,  and  whether  the  same  process 
Avas  not  going  on  in  the  New  Forest  and 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  do  not  think 
so.  I  was  told  that  a  most  certainly 
authenticated  case  had  been  discovered 
of  three  foreign  officers  taking  observa- 
tions not  long  ago.  They  were  living 
apparently  in  great  luxury  at  a  house 
down  in  the  country',  with  motors  and 
champagne.  On  investigation  I  dis- 
covered that  they  were  three  gentlemen 
of  a  quite  different  character,  not  in 
the  least  a>^sociated  with  military  matters^ 


nor  anything  so  desirable.  This  is  the 
kind  of  thing  which  is  constantly  coming 
up. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  Is  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  rather  turning 
the  whole  matter  into  ridicule  ?  Does 
he  approve  of  the  system  which  is 
apparently  going  on  in  our  midst  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  My  Answer  is  that 
it  is  not  apparently  going  on.  If  foreign 
staffs  want  to  obtain  that  kind  of  infor- 
mation they  would  not  be  so  foolish 
as  to  do  it  in  the  way  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  speaks  of. 

War  Office  Coal  Purehases. 
Mr.  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
can  state  the  total  amount  estimated 
to  be  spent  by  the  War  Office  during 
the  current  financial  year  in  the  purchase 
of  coal ;  and  what  would  have  been  the 
total  increase  of  this  charge  on  the 
Army  Estimates  if  the  contract  price 
of  all  coal  purchased  had  been  raised  hy 
Is.  6d.  per  ton. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  amount  of 
coal  estimated  for  consumption  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  including  the  ordnance 
factories,  may  approximately  be  taken 
at  £300,000,  and  the  total  increase  at 
Is.  6d.  a  ton  would  have  amounted  to 
about  £26.000. 

The  Special  Beserve. 

Major  RENTON  (Lincoln8hire,'Gaiii8. 
borough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  oi 
State  for  War  how  many  men  have 
been  transferred  from  the  artillery  and 
infantry  Militia  to  the  corresponding 
arms  of  the  Special  Reserve  ;  how  miuiy 
men  have  joined  the  artilleiy  and  in- 
fantry of  the  Special  Reserve  as  recruits ; 
and  how  many  men  who  have  be«n 
transferred  to,  or  have  joined,  the  Speciil 
Reserve,  have  passed,  or  are  about  to 
pass,  to  the  Regular  Army  on  completMB 
of  the  prescribed  period  of  service  in  ih« 
Special  Reserve. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  Eetumsfarlit 
Julv  have  not  all  reached  the  War  Offiet. 
If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  will  jmi 
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down  his  Question  on  Monday  next,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  him  complete 
figures. 

Strength  of  In&ntry  of  the  Line. 
Major  RENTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  make  any  further  re- 
duction in  the  establishment  or  strength 
of  the  infantry  of  the  line  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  is  proposed  that  such  reduction 
shall  be  effected  by  destronng  additional 
units  or  by  reducing  the  number  of 
officers  and  men  in  existing  units. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :    No,  Sir. 


Artillery  Statistics. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  is  the 
war  strength  of  a  battery  of  Royal  Horse 
Artillery  and  a  brigade  of  Royal  Field 
Artillery,  respectively ;  and  what  is 
the  strength  of  the  ammunition  column 
required  for  the  service  of  a  battery  of 
Royal  Horse  Artillery  and  a  brigade  of 
Royal  Field  Artillery  in  time  of  war 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  figures  are 
rather  too  long  to  be  read  out,  and  I  will 
have  them  circulated  with  the  Votes 
and  Proceedings. 

Appended  are  the  figures  referred  to — 


War  Establishment. 


Officers. 


Other 
Ranks. 


Horses. 


Remarks. 


Batterv  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
(with  Mounted  Brigade)    - 


219 


242 


Brigade  Royal  Field  Artillery 
(including  Ammunition 
Column)     -        -        -        - 


25 


939 


959 


Ammunition  Column  for  Bat- 
tery Royal  Horse  Artillery, 
with  Mounted  Brigade 

Ammunition  Column  for  Bri- 
gade Royal  Field  Artillery 


118 


151 


311     :      389 


Including  1  Medical 
Officer,  1  Veterinary 
Officer,  1  Armament 
Artificer,  7  Drivers 
Army  Service  Corps 
and  2  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps  for 
water  duties  at- 
attached. 

Including  1  Medical 
Officer,  1  Veterinary 
Officer,  1  Armament 
Artificer,  26  Drivers 
Army  Service  Corps 
and  4  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps  for 
water  duties  at- 
tached. 

Including  7  Drivers 
Army  Service  Corps 
attached. 

Including  9  Drivers 
Army  Service  Corps 
attached. 


Establishment  of  Line  Battalions. 

Mr.   ASHLEY:      I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 

steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  effect  the 

promised  increase  of  the  establishment 


of  line  battalions  on  the  British  establish- 
ment ;  what  is  the  increased  establish- 
ment proposed,  and  what  is  the  additional 
number  of  rank  and  file  which  must 
be   added    to   the   present    strength   of 
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in  the  Army  order  to  raise  battalions 
on  the  British  esta.blishment  from  their 
present  actual  strength  to  the  contem- 
plated increased  establishment. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  As  I  have  already 
explained  to  the  hem.  Member  in  answer 
to  his  Question  on  «)th  April,  no  steps 
can  profitably  be  taken  to  raise  the 
establishment  of  line  battalions  at  home 
U!itil  the  existir.g  shortage  on  the  present 
establishment  has  been  mr-de  good. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  when  the  shortage  has  beer,  made 
good  the  right  h^n.  Gentleman  pro})oses 
to  raise  the  strength  ? 

Mr.  KALDAXE  I  will  consider  that 
when  the  shortage  has  been  made  good. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Croydon)  : 
What  is  the  additional  number  of  rank 
and  file  that  would  be  required  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  It  varies  with  each 
individual  battalion. 

War  Office,  Salisbury  Plain  Estate, 
and  Small  Holdings. 

Mr.  LEHMANN  (Leicestershire,  Market 
Harborough)  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Devizes  Division  of  Wiltshire,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  commimication  has  been 
received  from  the  Wilts  County  Council, 
asking  whether  any  land  on  the  W^ar 
Office  Estate  in  the  Salisbury  Plain  area 
will  be  made  available  to  meet  the  demand 
for  small  holdings  in  that  district ;  and, 
if  80,  what  answer  has  been  sent. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  possibility  of 
making  certain  War  Department  land 
near  Bulford  available  for  small  holdings 
has  been  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
hoped  shortly  to  make  a  definite  offer  to 
the  Wiltshire  County  Council  of  an  area 
in  that  district. 

Public  Servants  and  the  Territorial 
Camps. 

Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  copies  of  the  circular  sent 
round  to  Government  offices  stating  the 
terms  and  conditions  under  which  public 
servants  will  be  granted  leave  to  attend, 


the   annual   training   of  the   Territorial 
Army  will  be  placed  in  the  Vote  Office. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse,  Bris- 
tol, E.) :  Instructions  on  this  subject 
have  been  issued  to  various  public  De- 
partmejits,  and  I  hardly  see  any  necessity, 
therefore,  for  placing  copies  in  the  Vote 
Office. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  Can  individual 
Members  see  the  regulations  ? 

Mr.  hobhouse  :    Certainly. 


Transvaal  Gold  Law. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  :   I  beg  to  ask  the 

Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Giovemment  have  received 
a  reply  to  their  communication  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Transvaal  on  the  subject 
of  the  draft  Grold  Law  of  that  Colony, 
especially  in  respect  of  Sections  127  and 
128  thereof,  under  which  special  disa- 
bilities are  to  be  imposed  upon  coloured 
persons,  including  British- Indians. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  TBE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  not  yet  received 
a  reply,  but  we  are  inquiring  when  the 
reply  may  be  expected. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  I  will  lepest 
the  Question  this  day  week. 

Kigration  of  Been. 
Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Unde^ 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if 
any  large  parties  of  Boers  are  leaving 
the  Transvaal  at  the  present  time ;  and, 
if  so,  where  are  they  going  and  what  is 
the  reason  given  for  their  abandoning 
that  country. 

CoLoxEL  SEELY:  I  have  seen  i 
statement  in  the  Press  that  a  party  of 
Boers  proposes  to  emigrate  to  Salt 
Africa,  but  I  have  no  official  informatioa 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  fell  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  thata 
party  are  also  going  to  tlie  Weat  Ooiit 

of  Africa  ? 
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Colonel  SEELY  :  I  have  no  official 
infonuation,  but  I  hope  to  have  before 
long,  and  shall  then  be  pleased  to  supply 
it  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Transvaal  Native  Land  and  Tax  Billft- 

♦Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Glouces- 
tershire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  whether  the 
Transvaal  GJovemment  has  now  placed 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  possession 
of  information  showing  that  the  Native 
Land  and  Tax  Bills  at  present  before  the 
Legislative  Assembly  are  less  harmful  to 
the  position  of  the  natives  than  has  been 
suggested ;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  keep  the  House  informed 
of  any  changes  made  in  the  Bills  or  known 
to  be  contemplated  by  the  Transvaal 
€k)vemment. 

Colonel  SEELY  :  No  communication 
has  yet  been  received  from  the  Transvaal 
Government,  but  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  seen  a  letter  from  the  Minister  for 
Native  Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  I  shall 
be  glad  to  communicate  to  my  right  hon. 
friend,  in  which  the  objects  of  the  Native 
Occupation  of  Lands  Bill  are  enimierated. 
The  first  is  to  prevent  the  farming 
of  natives  by  European  landowners,  a 
practice  which  has  no  doubt  tended  to 
become  an  evil  and  a  danger.  The  Bill, 
which  has  been  published  in  the  Transvaal 
Government  Gazette  of  23rd  May,  and 
which  appears  to  have  been  partly  based 
on  some  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
South  African  Native  Affairs  Commis- 
sion, raises  some  difficult  questions  and 
will  no  doubt  be  fully  discussed  and  very 
possibly  amended  in  the  Transvaal 
Parliament.  With  regard  to  the  Tax 
Bill  further  inquiries  are  being  made. 

The  French  Tariff. 
Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  any 
information  as  to  when  the  Commission 
engaged  in  considering  the  revision  of  the 
French  tariff  is  likely  to  report ;  and 
whether  it  will  be  possible  for  the  French 
Government  to  give  effect  to  their  recom- 
mendations by  executive  action  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  approval  of  the  Chamber 
and  Senate. 


The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease,  Essex,  Saffron  Walden;  for 
Sir  Edward  Grey)  :  The  Answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is 
in  the  negative,  but  His  Majesty's 
Embassy  at  Paris  will,  of  course,  keep  us 
informed  of  the  progress  of  the  Commit- 
tee's proceedings  to  the  best  of  their 
power.  My  right  hon.  friend  is  informed 
that  it  would  require  Parliamentary 
legislation  to  raise  or  lower  Customs 
duties.  According  to  the  latest  informa- 
tion he  has  received,  a  very  considerable 
time  must  elapse  before  the  practical 
results  of  the  inquiry  now  being  conducted 
can  be  felt. 

United  States  Head  Tax  on  British 
Travellers. 

Mr.  JOYNSON-HICKS  (Manchester, 
N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  head  tax  on  British 
travellers  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
imposed  by  the  Immigration  Act  of  1903, 
was  last  year  raised  to  S^ ;  whether, 
seeing  that  Canadians  are  exempt  from 
such  tax,  he  can  take  steps,  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  reciprocal  tax  on  passengers 
from  the  United  States  to  our  ports  or 
otherwise,  to  obtain  equal  rights  for  all 
British  subjects  proceeding  to  the  United 
States. 

I 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  My  right  hon.  friend 
is  aware  of  the  increase  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  is  unable  to  make  any 
statement  with  regard  to  the  imposition 

I  of  a  reciprocal  tax  on  arrivals  in  British 
ports. 

Unclaimed  Dividends. 
Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  will  arrange  for  the 
publication  of  a  Blue-book  giving  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  original 
holders  of  unclaimed  Government  stock 
and  dividends,  so  that  the  heirs  may  be 
made  aware  of  the  property  to  which  they 
are  entitled. 

The    CHANCELLOR    of    the    EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.    Lloyd-George,   Car- 
I  narvon  Boroughs)  :     The  advisability  of 
I  adopting  the   course   suggested   by  the 
hon.  Member  has  been  more  than  once 
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considered,  but  I  agree  with  my  prede- 
cessors in  thinking  it  undesirable.  The 
compilation  of  such  a  Return  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests,  besides  involving  great 
trouble  and  expense,  would  in  my  opinion 
not  only  fail  to  serve  any  useful  public 
purpose,  but  would  encr)urage  the  sub- 
mission of  unfounded  claims. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH:  How  is  it 
possible  to  advance  a  proper  claim  if  the 
public  has  not  opportunities  of  ascertain- 
ing what  property  is  held  ?  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  oppose  a  Motion  for  a 
Return  with  this  information  if  moved 
by  a  private  Member  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  should  not 
like  to  answer  before  seeing  the  form  of  the 
Motion  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH:  The  money 
does  not  belong  to  you. 

Old-Age  Pensions. 

Mr.  :MURNAGHAN  (T>T:one,  Mid.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
(•hequer  whether  the  receipt  of  outdoor 
relief  after  1st  January  is  a  complete  bar 
to  an  old-age  pension,  or  is  it  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  fix  an  annual 
disqualification,  as  is  done  in  the  Regis- 
tration of  Voters  Act. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  Under  Clause 
3  (1)  of  the  Bill,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  on  Report,  the  receipt  of  out- 
door relief,  at  any  time  between  1st 
January,  1908,  and  31st  December,  1910, 
will,  subject  to  the  exceptions  provided 
for  in  the  clause,  be  an  absolute  disquali- 
fication, unless,  of  course,  there  should 
in  the  meantime  be  further  legislation. 

Mr.  MURNAGHAX:  Is  it  not  too 
severe  a  penalty  to  debar  from  pension 
for  all  future  time  persons  who  have  been 
so  unfortunate  as  to  have  to  accept 
relief  during  the  existing  year  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  That  is  a  matter 
of   argument. 

Sir  JOHN  RANDLES  (Cumberland, 
(^ockerniouth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  how  far  his 
original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  Old- 


Age  Pensions  Bill  is  modified  by  the  new 
sliding  scale. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  gave  it  as 
my  opinion  during  the  debates  in  Com- 
mittee that  the  total  cost  of  the  scheme 
with  the  sliding  scale  would  amount  to 
about  £100,000  more  than  that  of  the 
original  proposals. 

Fay  for  Extra  Police  Duty. 

Mr.  remnant  (Finsbur>%  Holborn)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  there  are 
any  members  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force,  A  Division,  employed  in  Govern- 
ment buildings,  who  performed  con- 
siderable extra  duty  during  the  recent 
visit  of  the  President  of  the  French 
Republic  to  this  country,  and  who  have 
not  yet  received  the  two  days  extra 
pay  granted  to  the  police  for  this  extra 
duty  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  see  that 
this  extra  remuneration  is  at  once  given 
to  them. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.) :  Certain  police 
officers  employed  m  public  buildings 
performed  extra  duty  on  the  occasion 
of  the  recent  visit  of  the  President  of 
the  French  Republic.  The  claims  of 
these  officers  are  receiving  consideration, 
and  all  who  are  entitled  to  it  willshcfftly 
be  given  the  two  days  extra  pay 

Fairfield  SMpbnUding  Company»  Goni 
—Employment  of  Yoiing  Fenons. 
Mr.    RAMSAY    MACDONALD 
(Leicester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Home  Office  au- 
thorised the  prosecution  of  the  FaixfieU 
Shipbuilding  and  Engineering  Company, 
Govan,    for   illegally   employing   young 
persons  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening 
on  two  occasions,  and  that  the  Bhaiif 
took  the   view  that    a    trade    dispute 
created  conditions  under  which  it  wii 
unreasonable  that  employers  should  ad- 
here strictly  to  the  law  and  imposed  a 
nominal  fine  ;    and  whether  he  proposes 
to  take  any  further  action  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Yes,  Sir,  I  am 
aware  of  the  proceedinga  in.thia  ease» 
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which  were  undertaken  by  my  Depart- 
ment. As  regards  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  Question,  I  have  communictaed 
with  the  Sheriff-Substitute,  who  informs 
me  that  he  did  not  say,  and  does  not 
think,  that  a  trade  dispute  creates  condi- 
tions under  which  it  is  unreasonable 
that  employers  should  adhere  strictly  to 
the  law.  The  assistant-manager  of  the 
Fairfield  Company  stated  that  in  the 
confusion  and  dislocation  of  work  caused 
by  a  recent  strike  the  young  persons 
had  been  employed  illegally,  but  not 
by  his  sanction,  or  to  his  knowledge. 
He  expressed  the  great  regret  ot  his 
company  for  this  occurrence,  and  under- 
took that  special  vigilance  should  be 
used  to  prevent  its  repetition.  In 
these  circumstances,  the  Sheriff-Substi- 
tute thought  a  nominal  fine,  coupled  with 
the  expenses  of  the  prosecution,  would 
meet  the  case.  This  firm  has  borne  an 
excellent  character  in  the  past,  and  the 
occasion  in  question  was  the  first,  I 
believe,  on  which  they  have  been  prose- 
cuted. I  see  no  ground  for  questioning 
the  propriety  of  the  Sheriff-Substitute's 
decision. 

Bishop  of  London's  Midnight  March. 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  (St.  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  will  give  a  sum- 
mary of  the  Police  Report  on  the  Bishop 
of  London's  midnight  procession  in 
Westminster  on  the  night  of  4th  April 
last ;  will  he  say  whether  it  is  a  fact 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  police  and  the  police  ofl&cers 
who  accompanied  that  procession  that  the 
spiritual  Lord  referred  to  came  face 
to  face  with  from  150  to  200  drunken 
men  on  that  occasion,  and  whether  he 
took  a  number  of  drunken  men  out  of 
the  public-houses  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
hejfwill  state  the  number  and  what 
punishment  was  meted  out  to  them, 
and  the  names  of  the  public-houses 
whence  these  drunkards  were  taken  by 
the  right  rev.  Prelate. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  reply  given  to  a  Question 
on  this  subject  on  Thursday  last  ;  the 
police  who  were  present  report  that 
they  saw  no  drimken  persons. 
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Mr.  H.  C.  LEA  asked  whether,  in  the 
absence  of  a  report  from  the  police  on 
the  subject,  the  House  was  to  assume 
the  Bishop  of  London  told  the  truth  or 
a  falsehood. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  replied  that  he 
had  the  fullest  confidence  that  the 
Bishop  of  London  made  a  perfectly  bona 
fide  statement, 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  :  Does  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  that  the  police 
have  been  sadly  lacking  their  in  duty 
in  not  having  reported  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  They  reported 
to  me  when  I  asked  for  information. 

Mr.  H.  C.  lea  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  accompanying  the  procession  were 
an  inspector  and  several  constables,  and 
if  the  Bishop  of  Londpn  had  gone  into 
various  public -houses  on  the  line  of 
route  and  dragged  out  those  drunken 
men,  ought  not  a  report  to  have  been 
made  by  the  inspector  in  charge  to  Scot- 
land Yard  ? 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  (Lincohi)  : 
Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  statement  of 
the  Bishop  of  London  was  corroborated 
by  independent  witnesses  who  were 
present,  including  one  magistrate  ? 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
Is  it  not  probably  a  question  of  the 
standard  of  drunkenness  ? 

Mr  GLADSTONE  :  I  can  add  nothing 
to  what  I  have  already  said.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  bona  fides  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  Bishop  of  London.  But  I 
am  not  responsible  for  what  he  said,  and 
perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  com- 
municate with  the  Bishop  himself. 

Mr.  H.  C.  LEA:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  disclaims  any  responsibility 
for  the  Bishop  of  London's  statement ; 
but  is  he  not  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  police,  and  can  he  explain  why 
they  have  not  reported  the  grave  de- 
parture from  the  public  peace  of  which 
the  Bishop  of  London  complained  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  not  the 
slightest  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  police  in  the  matter. 
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Prison  Treatment  of  Suffiragists. 
Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  it  is 
the  practice  in  Ireland  to  treat  political 
prisoners  as  first-class  misdemeanants ; 
and  if  he  will  give  instructions  that  the 
suffragists  sentenced  in  London  on  Wed- 
nesday last  be  accorded  like  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  informed 
that  in  Ireland  where  prisoners  are 
imprisoned  for  offences  against  the 
ordinary  law  which  were  committed  in 
the  course  of  a  political  campaign,  no 
special  treatment  is  accorded  them  on 
that  ground.  I  cannot  grant  any  special 
treatment  to  the  ladies  committed  for 
refusing  to  find  sureties. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  in  the  case  of 
prisoners  sentenced  by  police  magistrates, 
he  is  empowered  to  order  that  they 
should  be  treated  as  first-class  mis- 
demeanants ;  whether  he  or  his  prede- 
cessors have  exercised  that  power  within 
recent  years ;  and,  if  so,  in  what  cases 
and  on  what  grounds. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  In  the  case  of  a 
person  committed  to  prison  in  default 
of  finding  sureties  I  am  advised  that 
I  have  no  executive  power  to  make 
8uch  an  order.  The  division  in  which 
a  prisoner  shall  be  placed  must  by  law 
be  determined  by  the  magistrate  in  his 
discretion.  As  regards  convicted  pris- 
oners also,  the  Home  Secretary  has  no 
executive  power  to  alter  the  division  in 
which  these  prisoners  have  been  placed 
by  the  Court.  In  two  cases  which 
occurred  prior  to  the  Prison  Act  of 
1898  the  treatment  of  prisoners  con- 
victed on  indictment  was,  for  special 
reasons,  varied  by  means  of  the  grant 
of  a  conditional  pardon  from  the  CVown  ; 
but  I  should  be  acting  unconstitutionally 
if  I  advised  his  Majesty  to  exercise 
this  power  in  such  a  way  as  to  over-ride, 
with  regard  to  any  class  of  prisoners, 
the  discretion  now  given  by  the  law  to 
the  magistrates. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 


how  it  came  to  pass  that  Dr.  Jameson 
and  the  other  leaders  were  treated  as 
first-class  misdemeanants,  after  having 
been  convicted  of  a  most  serious  offence ; 
and  seeing  that  they  were  so  treated, 
surely  these  ladies  might  be  treated 
in  the  same  way  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  already 
stated  that  Dr.  Jameson  was  a  con- 
victed prisoner  before  the  passing  ot 
the  Act  of  1898,  which  directly  put  the 
responsibility  of  deciding  in  which  division 
a  prisoner  should  be  placed  upon  the 
magistrate. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
But  the  Act  of  1898  did  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  arrogate  the  power  of 
the  Home  Ofiice  to  advise  the  Crown 
to  mitigate  any  sentence  whatever. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  hold  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  unconstitutional  on 
my  part,  if  I  suggested  the  exeicise 
of  the  Crown's  prerogative  in  order 
to  over-ride  the  decision  the  lesponai- 
bility  for  which  under  the  law  rests  with 
the  magistrate. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxford,  Henler): 
But  cannot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
make  representations  to  the  magistrate  i 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Eildare,  S.):  On 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  the  House 
if  in  any  of  the  numerous  cases  in  Ireland 
imder  the  Statute  of  Edw.  III.  a  single 
person  convicted  was  treated  othenriw 
than  as  an  ordinary  prisoner. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  That  Question 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. 

Taxioab  Speed. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  B.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  speed  at  whiA 
taxicabs  are  driven  on  the  streets  of 
London,  with  consequent  danger  to  other 
traffic,  especially  in  residential  aqnani^ 
where  approachmg  carriages  and  cars  oi 
cross-roads  are  obscured  by  trees ;  tad 
if  he  will  take  steps  to  check  this  practice. 


Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Both  from 
pondence  and  ftom  penonal 
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I  am  satisfied  that  some  of  these  cabs  are 
•driven  in  a  reckless  and  dangerous  manner, 
though  I  am  told  that  they  seldom  exceed 
the  speed  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour. 
The  police  do  their  best  to  stop  such 
•driving,  and  though  it  is  often  difficult 
to  obtain  the  necessary  evidence,  they 
have  successfully  prosecuted  sixty  motor 
-cab  drivers  in  the  last  twelve  months. 

Lights  on  Vehicles. 
Mb.  JOYNSON-HICKS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  has  received  a 
H5opy  of  any  order  recently  made  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council,  exempting 
;from  the  provisions  of  the  Lights  on 
"Vehicles  Act,  1907,  all  harvesting  vehicles 
'during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August, 
September,  and  October  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  danger  caused  by  this 
unlighted  traffic  to  users  of  the  roads 
he  proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  Yes,  Sir,  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  an  order  made  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  in  February 
ast,  to  the  effect  stated  in  the  Question. 
The  order  was  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
power  conferred  on  county  councils 
by  Section  4  of  the  Lights  on  Vehicles 
-Act,  and  is  not  subject  to  my  approval. 
I  have  no  power  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter.  I  may  add  that  the  Bill  as  intro- 
duced, contained  no  exception  for  harvest- 
ing vehicles,  and  that  the  exception  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  Report  Stage. 

The  London  Police  Commiflgion. 
Mb.  a.  DEWAR  (Edinburgh,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  Report  of  the 
Police  Commission,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  Eva  D'Angely  was  guilty  of  solicita- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  prostitution  on 
24th  April,  1906,  and  that  her  arrest  by 
Police-Constable  Page  was  justified,  and 
that  the  conduct  of  Pol  ice- Constable 
Page  and  of  the  other  officers  and  con- 
stables concerned  in  the  matter  was 
discreet  and  correct ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  May,  1906,  the  conduct  of 
Police-Constable  Page,  and  the  other 
officers  and  constables  connected  with 
the  arrest,  was  severely  censured  in  the 


Press,  and  by  persons  having  incomplete 
information,  that  the  officers  and  con- 
stables were  unable  to  defend  themselves 
against  such  unjust  censure,  and  conse- 
quently suffered  in  character  and  reputa- 
tion ;  can  he  state  whether  any  of  the 
newspapers  or  persons  who  infficted 
injury  upon  these  officers  and  constables 
who  were  performing  a  difficult  duty 
correctly  and  with  discretion,  have 
offered  them  any  reparation  or  apology ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  consider  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  obtain  reparation  and 
apology  on  their  behalf. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  Sir,  the 
facts  are  as  stated.  But  the  confidence 
of  their  superior  officers  at  a  time  of 
considerable  difficulty  was  never  for  one 
moment  withdrawn  from  Police  Con- 
stable Page  and  the  other  constables 
concerned. .  As  regards  the  latter  part 
of  the  Question,  I  should  like  to  say  that, 
however  unjust  were  the  charges  against 
these  officers,  their  fullest  satisfaction 
must  be  in  the  complete  vindication  of 
their  action  and  in  the  splendid  tribute  paid 
to  the  conduct,  discipline,  and  efficiency 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  generally 
in  the  careful  and  decisive  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  a.  DEWAR  :  Is  it  r  ot  a  fact  that 
those  constables  were  prohibited  by  the 
Hegulations  from  defending  themselves 
two  years  ago,  and  that  they  cannot,  as 
advised,  raise  an  action  for  damages  for 
defamation  without  the  consent  of  their 
superior  officer  ?  If  they  are  advised  to 
raise  an  action  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man see  that  consent  is  given  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Of  course,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  constables  them- 
selves to  take  action  two  years  ago,  but 
they  did  not  take  action  because  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Royal  Commission. 
It  was  thought  right  that  any  proceedings 
shoiJd  be  deferred  until  the  Report  of  the 
Commission  was  received.  It  is  now  a 
question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
police  whether  any  action  shall  be  taken. 

Mr.  a.  DEWAR  :  I  should  Uke  to  ask 
whether  the  measure  of  damage  cannot 
be  estimated  in  pounds  shillings  and 
pence  ?  Have  they  not  received  com- 
plete exoneration  from  the  moral  aspect, 
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but  is  there  not  a  financial  aspect  which  ' 
still  remains  ?  I 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  That  would  be 
a  matter  for  the  Courts. 

Mr.  a.  DEWAR  :  But  will  they  get  | 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  consent  to  , 
raise  an  action  if  so  advised  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  should  prefer 
not  to  give  an  Answer  at  the  present 
moment. j^'    l-j 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  Has  the  ' 
right  hon.  Gentleman  yet  received  any 
apology  at  the  Home  Ofl&ce  to  tender  to 
the  constables  for  Questions  asked  in  this 
House  by  three  hon.  Gentlemen,  the  hon. 
Members  for  Blackpool,  East  Marylebone, 
and  Chorley — in  which,  day  after  day, 
the  most  shocking  imputations  were  made 
against  these  constables  ?  I 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  As  far  as  I 
know,  nothing  has  been  said  or  done  by 
the  hon.  Members  in  question. 

Price  of  Bread  in  Germany.  , 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  what  steps  he  has  taken  to  correct 
the  error  on  page  XXXVII,  of  the  Rei)ort 
on  Cost  of  Living  in  German  Towns, 
whereby  the  price  of  bread  in  Germany 
is  made  to  appear  four  times  its  actual 
price. 

The  Earl  of  RONALDSHAY:  At 
the  same  time  may  I  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  the  price  of  rye 
bread  in  Germany  varied  from  5Jd.  to  T^d. 
per  pound,  as  stated  in  the  recently 
published  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
[Cd.  4032]  ;  and,  if  this  is  so,  will  he  state 
whether  the  price  of  the  4  lbs.  loaf  in 
Germany  varies  from  Is.  9d.  to  2s.  6d. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  or 
TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) :  I 
would  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
noble  Lord,  who  has  put  down  a  Question 
on  the  same  subject,  to  my  Answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid.  Armagh  on  Wed- 
nesday last. 

Railway  Companies  and  Cyclists. 
Mr.   THORNE  :     I  be«?  to    ask    the 
Prosident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
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he  has  received  an  application  from  tlie 
National  Clarion  Cycling  Club  for  repre- 
sentation at  the  Railway  Conference 
to  endeavour  to  arrive  at  a  general  agree- 
ment with  regard  to  modifications  of  the 
existing  law  and  relations  between  rail- 
way companies  and  the  general  pubEc 
as  far  as  cyclists  are  concerned ;  and 
whether  he  can  now  undertake  that,  at 
some  time  before  the  close  of  the  Con- 
ference, the  request  shall  be  granted. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question  is  in  the  afHrma- 
tive.  With  regard  to  the  second  part 
I  am  afraid  I  can  add  nothing  to  the 
replies  which  I  have  previously  given 
my  hon.  friend  on  the  subject.  The  Board 
of  Trade  are  at  all  times  ready  to  receive 
and  consider  any  information  or  argu- 
ments which  may  be  laid  before  them 
with  regard  to  this  or  similar  grievances, 
but  it  will  hardly  be  possible  for  the 
Railway  Conference  to  go  into  questions 
of  the  rates  and  conditions  for  earning 
particular  articles. 

British  and  Oerman  Savings. 
I  The  Earl  of  RONALDSHAY  :  I  beg 
,  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Tiade 
what  was  the  amount  of  savings  in  the 
Savings  Banks  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
Germany  in  1907  ;  and  what  has  been  the 
increase  per  cent,  in  each  case  during  the 
past  ten  years. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :   I  understand  on 

,  inquiry  that  no  official  figures  are  available 

with  regard  to  the  amount  deposited  in 

Savings  Banks  in  the  German  Empire,  as 

a  whole,  for  any  later  period  than  the  end 

of  1904:  or  any  earlier  period  than  the  end 

of  1900.     I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  am 

unable  to  give  the  information  which  the 

I  noble  Lord  desires. 

I 

Daylight  Saving  KIL 

Sir  EDWARD  8ASS00N  (HyAe):  I 

beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Boaid 

of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 

called  to  the  issue  of  the  Report  of  ^ 

Select  Committee  on  the  Daylight  Saving 

!  Bill ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  EtepartfflBrt 

,  have    expressed    any    opinion   relatiw 

;  thereto. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :    I  have  nad  ^ 
■  Report  of  this  Committee  with  vaA 
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interest  and  with  a  lively  recognition  of 
the  advantages  which  the  Bill  in  question 
appears  at  first  sight  to  offer  to  all  classes, 
and  especially  to  the  working  classes. 
1  have  arranged  for  the  whole  subject 
to  be  carefully  examined  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  consultation  with  representa- 
tives of  trade,  labour,  and  transport 
interests.  Pending  the  result  of  this 
examination  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to 
express  an  opinion. 

Report  on  Wages  and  Prices  in 
Germany. 

Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  the  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  question  of 
wages  and  prices  in  Germany  has  been 
withdrawn  ;  and  whether  such  with- 
•drawal  is  for  correction  only  or  is.  final. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  Report  in 
question  has  not  been  withdrawn,  and  is 
now  on  sale.  A  page  containing  a 
•clerical  error  obviously  inconsistent  with 
the  text  has  been  corrected. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE:  WiU  similar 
information  be  obtained  regarding  Bel- 
gium ? 

Mr.  CHLTlCHILIi  saia  a  similar  inquiry 
was  in  contemplation,  and  would,  he 
hoped,  be  shortly  begun  in  connection 
with  the  United  States.  No  doubt  such 
an  inquiry  in  relation  to  Belgium  would  be 
interesting,  but  these  inquiries  were 
expensive,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  must 
be  careful  not  to  embark  upon  them  too 
lightly. 

Mr.  FELL  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  by  whose  authority 
and  at  whose  instance  the  Report  on 
prices  and  wages  in  Grermany  was  pre- 
pared ;  what  is  the  approximate  cost  of 
this  Report,  and  out  of  what  Vote  will  it 
be  paid  ;  and  if  the  instructions  to  the 
persons  who  made  the  inquiries  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  Report  in 
•Question  was  prepared  by  the  authority 
And  at  the  instance  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  cost  of  printing  is 
borne  by  the  Stationery  Office  Vote,  and 
-amounts  to  about  £400.    The  cost  of 


making  the  inquiry  in  Germany  is  borne, 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  Vote,  and,, 
amounted  to  about  £4,000.  The  in- 
structions given  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
are  not  embodied  in  any  single  document, 
but  the  methods  adopted  in  the  inquiry 
are  clearly  indicated  in  the  volume,  especi- 
ally on  page  V.  of  the  Prefatory  Note  and 
pages  XL,  XIL,  XIII.,  XVIII.,  XXIX., 
XXX.  and  XXXVII.  of  the  General 
Report. 

Mr.  fell  :  Can  corrected  copies  of 
the  Report  now  be  purchased  ?  And 
how  will  further  mistakes  if  discovered 
be  dealt  with  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  All  documents 
emanating  from  Government  Offices  are 
very  carefully  prepared,  but  sometimes  a 
misprint  escapes  attention. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's,  Han- 
over Square) :  In  what  form  has  the 
correction  been  made  ?  I  understood  it 
had  been  inserted  in  the  Blue-Book. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  A  part  of  the  issue 
had  already  gone  out  when  the  mistake 
was  discovered.  I  assume  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemair  doe?  not  suggest  it  was 
an  intentional  mistake,  becau&e  that 
would  be  a  slur  on  the  permanent  official. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  Oh,  no. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that.  The  issue  was  stopped  immedi- 
ately the  error  was  discovered  to  enable  a 
new  page  to  be  substituted  for  the 
incorrect  one. 


Unemployed  Act,  1905. 
Sir  FRANCIS  CH  ANNING  (Northamp. 
tonshire,  E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
in  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
unemployed  in  the  coming  autumn  and 
winter,  he  will,  in  addition  to  renewing 
the  Act  of  1905,  issue  an  order  giving 
greater  elasticity  of  administration,  so 
as  to  cover  a  larger  number  of  deserving 
cases,  and  more  effectually  to  meet 
the  varying  requirements  of  different 
districts  and  populations.  I  wish  to 
congratulate  the  right  hop.  Grentlemam 
on  recovering  his  health. .  > 
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•  The   president   op   the   LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT    BOARD    (Mr.    John, 
Burns,    Batt^rsea) :      I   do   not  think  i 
that  I  could  promise  to  issue  any  Order  | 
on  this  subject,  and  indeed  I  am  not 
sure    precisely    what    alteration    in   the 
existing    Regulations    my    hon.    friend 
desires.     But  if  he  will  inform  me  pre-  . 
cisely  what  his  suggestions  are  I   will 
give  consideration  to  them. 

Housing,  Town  PlanniiLg,  etc.,  BilL 
Mr.  MORRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  will  state  when  it  is  hoped 
to  begin  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Bill. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  commence  the  Committee  stage 
next  week. 

Telephone  Mouthpieces. 
Sir    EDWARD    SASSOON :    I   beg! 
to   ask    the    Postmaster-G^eneral    if  he 
is    now  in    a  position    to    say  why  the  '. 
telephone    companies     should    not    be 
called  upon  to  permit  the  adoption  of 
the  flat  mouthpiece  such  as  is  allowed 
abroad,  instead  of  the  present  retrograde 
and  antiquated  instrument,   in  the  in- 
terests of  hygiene  and  cleanliness. 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  I  have  no  power  to  call  upon  the 
National  Telephone  Company  to  adopt 
any  particular  form  of  telephone.  The 
standard  patterns  now  in  use  are,  how- 
ever, those  which  are  considered  most 
efl&cient  by  experts  both  in  this  country 
and  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  easy 
for  any  subscriber  to  keep  his  telephone 
in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  I 
am  not  sure  which  particular  pattern 
the  hon.  Member  has  in  view,  but  if  he 
will  give  me  information  with  regard 
to  it,  I  will  have  it  examined. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  produced 
a  telephone  transmitter  and  asked  the 
Postmaster-General  to  have  it  examined 
carefully. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Children. 
Mr.  H.  J.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  his  attention  has 


been  called  to  the  failure  of  certain  local 
education  committees  to  carry  out  their 
statutory  duties  of  providing  for  the 
medical  inspection  of  school  children 
and  to  the  inadequate  salaries  which 
some  local  education  authorities  piopose- 
to  pay  for  this  important  duty ;  whether 
he  proposes  to  take  steps  to  ascertain 
the  manner  in  which  these  duties  ue 
about  to  be  performed,  and,  if  so,  when 
these  steps  will  be  taken ;  and  whether 
he  proposes  to  inform  the  various  locftl 
education  authorities  of  any^  measnRS 
contemplated  to  compel  them  to  mlde^ 
take  and  carry  out  the  duties  which 
Parliament  has  cast  upon  them. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOABl) 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  Rukciman,  Dews- 
bury)  :  Yes,  Sir,  my  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  certain  cases  where  the  h)cal 
education  authority  have  resolved  to 
take  no  action  under  Section  13  of  the 
Act,  or  have  postponed  indefinitely  the 
consideration  of  the  question.  Ptepft 
are  being  taken,  both  by  correspondence 
and  by  local  investigation,  to  ascertsin 
the  manner  in  whi(£  arrangements  for 
medical  inspection  are  being  initiated, 
and  a  clause  has  been  inserted  into  the 
Code  requiring,  as  a  condition  of  the 
payment  of  the  annual  grant  in  respect 
of  any  school,  that  satis&ctory  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  medical  inspection 
of  the  children  attending  the  school 
Failure  on  the  part  of  the  local  andumtr 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  ti» 
'  Act  may,  therefore,  in  addition  to,  and 
not  in  substitution  of,  other  statutoij 
remedies,  result  in  the  refusal  of  or 
deduction  from  the  grant.    Special  atten- 

-  tion  has  been  called  to  this  matter  in 
the  prefatory  memorandum  to  the  Oode^ 
and  I  think  the  publicity  attaching  to 
the  Code  will  suffice  to  apprise  the 
authorities  of  its  requirements.  Ik 
Board  have  no  control  over  the  salari* 
payable  by  local  authorities  to  the  otSook 

j  engaged  in  medical  inspection,  tuaf^ 

in  so  far  as  inadequate  remuneration  otf 

be  found  to  result  in  the  efficienqr  « 

inspection;  and  until  the  various  scheiM 

are   in   working  order  and  the  Bond 

I  have  had  opportunities  of  comparing  i^ 

1  methods  and  efficiency  of  medical  is* 

:  spection  in  the  various  areas,  I  should  not 

-  be  prepared  to  say  whether  any] 
'  salaries  can  be  regarded  as  k 
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Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  Some  steps  must 
of  necessity  wait  imtil  the  schemes  are 
brought  forward,  but  if  it  is  foimd  that  a 
local  authority  absolutely  refuses  to  take 
action  in  respect  of  the  medical  inspection 
of  children  we  shall  make  the  necessary 
deduction  from  their  grant. 

Mr.  H.  GOOCH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  the  provision,  prescribed  in 
Article  58  (6)  of  the  Code  for  1908-9  for 
the  medical  inspection  of  all  children 
admitted  to  an  elementary  school  on  and 
after  1st  August,  1908,  and  of  all  children 
expected  to  leave  school  before  31st  July, 
1909,  necessarily  includes  all  or  any  of 
the  requirements  specified  in  the  Board 
of  Education's  Circular  576,  page  8, 
Section  11  ;  whether  it  is  necessary  that 
all  the  above  examinations  should  be 
conducted  by  a  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner ;  and,  if  the  Answer  be  in  the 
negative,  which  of  the  above  examina- 
tions may  be  conducted  by  :  (a)  teacher  ; 
(b)  a  qualified  nurse ;  whether  the  use 
of  the  schedule  in  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion's Circular  No.  582,  pp.  4  and  5,  is 
obligatory,  and  whether  it  must  be  filled 
up  in  every  particular. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  As  I  recently 
stated  to  a  deputation,  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  formed  a  part,  inquiries  as  to  the 
methods  or  machinery  of  medical  inspec- 
tion should  obviously  be  addressed  to  the 
Board  in  writing  and  if  made  will  receive 
prompt  attention  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
full  replies.  It  is  impossible  to  deal 
satisfactorily  or  completely  with  matters 
of  detail  within  the  limits  of  an  Answer 
across  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  I  think 
I  should  be  exposing  both  the  Board  and 
local  authorities  to  risk  of  misunder- 
standing if  I  attempted  to  do  so.  If  the 
hon.  Member  communicates  with  the 
Board  on  behalf  of  a  local  authority,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  that  he  has  a  written 
reply  without  delay. 

School  Object  Lessons. 
Mr.  Q.  greenwood  (Peterborough): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  he  is  aware  that 


the  children  attending  St.  Bride's  SchooU 
near  Newport,  Monmouthshire,  were 
recently  granted  a  holiday  by  the  head- 
mistress in  order  that  they  might  attend 
an  otter  hunt  as  an  object  lesson  ;  whether 
the  object  lesson  was  to  teach  the  children 
the  duty  of  kindness  to  animals ;  and 
whether  such  object  lessons  meet  with  the 
approval  and  sanction  of  the  Board. 

♦Sir  IVOR  HERBERT  (Monmouth- 
shire, S.)  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
before  he  answered  the  Question,  to  give 
due  consideration  to  the  fact  that  the 
people  of  Monmouthshire,  and  the  people 
of  Wales  generally,  combine  a  great 
zeal  for  education  with  an  irrepressible 
love  of  hunting. 

Mr.  REES:  Does  the  Board  of 
Education  propose  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  on  the  ethics  of  otter  hunting  or 
any  other  form  of  sport  ? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  have  received 
no  information  as  to  the  incident  referred 
to.  I  imderstand,  however,  from  my 
hon.  friend's  Question  that  the  school  was 
closed  and  the  children  were  given  a 
holiday,  in  which  case  I  have  no  power  to 
intervene.  It  is  within  the  discretion 
of  the  local  education  authority  to  direct 
or  permit  the  closure  of  the  public 
elementary  schools  in  their  area  on  such 
occasions  as  they  think  fit,  provided  they 
are  open  a  sufficient  number  of  times  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Code.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  the  Board  do 
not  regard  otter  hunting  as  an  object 
lesson. 

Hyde  Park  Carriage  Entrances- 
Mr.  H.  GOOCH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  south  side  of  Hyde  Park  contains  five 
gates  for  carriage  traffic,  while  the  north 
side  contains  only  two ;  and  whether 
he  could  arrange  that  the  gate  on  the 
north  side  at  the  south  end  of  Albion 
Street,  Paddington,  should  be  made 
available  for  carriage  traffic. 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  L.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  I  regret  that  there  aro 
no  funds  available  for  such  a  purpose. 
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I  shall  be  prepared  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion when  the  Estimates  for  next  year 
are  under  consideration  ;  but  I  cannot 
give  any  pledge  in  the  matter,  as  the 
initial  and  annual  expense  would  be 
considerable. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the 
desirability  of  a  charge  of  this  kind 
being  borne  by  the  people  who  avail 
themselves  of  the  improvement  and 
not  by  the  general  public  ? 

Mr.  HARCOURT:  I  think  that 
would  be  worth  consideration. 

Girl  Clerks  in  the  Port  Office. 
Sir    G.    KEKEWICH    (Exeter):     I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  his   attention   has  been   called 
to  the  fact  that  girl  clerks  in  the  Post 
Office  are  now  to  be  paid  at  the  rate 
of  £42,  rising  by  £3  increments  to  £48  per 
annum,  and  are  after  two  years  service 
promoted    to    permanent    women -clerk- 
ships, while  boy  clerks  employed  in  the  I 
Post  Office  and  other  Civil  Service  De-  j 
partments,    who    do    similar   work,    are  j 
paid  at  the  rate  of    £39,  rising  by  in-  I 
cnMnents  of  £2  128.,  and  have  no  such 
prospects  of  promotion  open  to  them  ;  ' 
and  can  he  say  what  is  the  reason  why 
such    distinctions,    as    regards    salaries, 
increments,    and    promotion    are    made ; 
between    boys    and    girls    who    perform  ' 
similar  duties  in  the  public  service.  | 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  My  attention  has  , 
been  drawn  to  the  scale  of  paV  for 
girl  clerks  quoted  by  my  hon.  friend. 
The  conditions  of  service  of  boy  clerks  ■ 
will  probably  be  altered  very  shortly, 
and  I  do  not,  therefore,  propose  at  the 
present  juncture  taking  action  on  the 
lines  suggested  by  the  Question.  | 

Boy  Clerks  in  the  Civil  Service. 
Mr.  p.  W.  WILSON  (St.  Paiicras,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  , 
whether  he  can  now  ^ive  any  particulars 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Treasury  with 
re«:iir(l  to  tlie  eniploynient  of  hoy  clerks 
in  the  Civil  Service;  and  whether  he 
will  undertake  that  in  future  no  ap- 
pointments of  boy  clerks  will  be  made 
in  excess  of  the  number  which  can  be . 


absorbed  into  the  permanent  establish- 
ment of  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  It  is  intended 
that  in  future  the  boy  clerks  should 
enter  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
sixteen,  and  that  they  should  be  dis- 
charged on  attaining  the  age  of  eighteen 
unless  they  have  been  successful  in  the 
competition  for  assistant  clerkships,  the 
limits  of  age  for  which  will  in  future  be 
seventeen  to  eighteen  instead  of  nineteen 
to  twenty-one.  I  cannot  undertake  that 
the  number  of  boy  clerks  employed 
will  not  exceed  the  number  for  which 
pennanent  appointments  can  be  found, 
though  I  am  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
probable  results  of  the  new  terms,  on 
the  percentage  of  appointments;  but 
as  those  unsuccessful  in  the  competitions 
will  not  be  retained  as  boy  clerks  after 
the  age  of  eighteen  they  will  be  in  a 
better  position  than  at  present  to  obtain 
subsequent  emplojinent. 

I       Public  Truitee  and  Stoekbroken' 
I  Commission. 

j     Mr.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton) :    I  beg 

j  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney- (Jeneral  whether 
it  is  the  practice  of  the  Public  Trustee 

,  to  endeavour  to  arrftnge  with  stock- 
brokers for  the  return  '  of  half  the 
commission  charge^  by  them  on  tran8a^ 
tions  for  estates  under  his  control ;   and 

;  whether  any  moneys  so  obtained  »w 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  respective 
estates  concerned,  or,  if  not,  what 
becomes  of  them. 

The  attorney -general  (Sir 
W.  RoBSON,  South  Shields) :  Thei«  is  ft 
distinction  made  between  cases  of  sale 
and  those  of  purchases  made  for  invest- 
ment. The  Public  Trustee  is  authorised 
by  the  Treasury  under  the  Statutory 
rules  to  make  a  charge  of  ^  per  cent,  for 
the  trouble  and  responsibility  involved 
in  making  an  investment,  and  out  of  thi* 
he  pays  the  stockbroker.  This  officei 
therefore,  gets  the  benefit  of  any  com- 
mission returned.  In  the  case  of  8ak>* 
the  Public  Trustee  charges  no  fee.  Tb« 
broker  is  paid  out  of  the  Trust  Estate, 
and  consequently  that  estate  gets  anV 
commission  returned.  In  the  casa  of  ft 
sale  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  n^ 
investment,    when    done  .in   one  Stodc 
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Mr.  RIDSDALE  asked  whether  this 
somewhat  complicated  arrangement  was 
made  public  by  the  Official  Trustee. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  :  It  is  made  public. 
The  Public  Trustee  is  authorised  to 
make  this  charge  of  10s.  per  cent,  but  it 
is  not  stated  that  out  of  that  10s.  he  pays 
the  broker. 

The  South  Western  District  Coroner. 
Major  RENTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr- 
Attx>mey-General  whether  the  attention 
»f  the  liord  Chancellor  has  been  drawn 
to  the  practices  of  the  coronet  of  the 
South  Western  District,  and  to  allegations 
concerning  them  ;  and  whether  the  Lord 
phancellor  proposes  to  take  any  steps 
in  this  connection. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  replied  tha*  the 
attention  of  his  noble  friend  hpd  been 
previously  called  to  this  matter,  and 
ill  that  could  be  said  at  present  was 
that  it  was  under  his  consideration. 

Clyde  Pilots  Grievance. 
Mr.   JOYCE   (Limerick)  :      I  beg  to 
^k  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
liis  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  trial  I 
»t   Glasgow   on    15th   May  last,    before  | 
the    sheriff   of   the   county   of   Lanark,  ! 
in^  which    a    Clyde    pilot    was   charged  i 
under  ^he  Merchant  Shipping  Acts  and  ' 
convicted    of    negligently   navigating    a  I 
3hip  he  was  piloting  so  as  to  cause  an  I 
alleged    risk    of    collision    with    H.M.S.  ' 
"  Harrier "    and    danger    to    the    lives 
»f  those  on  board  the  vessels ;    whether 
be    will     take    into    consideration    the 
3Xceptional  circumstances  (in  particular  , 
that,     although    this    matter    involved 
the  exercise  of  the  best  practical  seaman-  i 
ship  in  its  decision,  it  was  decided  by  | 
the    sbcrifF,    who   did    not   possess   any  I 
Qautical    knowledge   whatever   and   was ' 
without    assistance    from    anyone    who  , 
bad    such    knowledge,    and   that   before  j 
the   trial  the  pilot  had  been  examined  \ 
M  to  the  occurrence  by  the  Clyde  Pilotage  ' 
Board,  by  whom  he  was  licensed,  and  ■. 
liad    been    exonerated    from    all    blame . 


in  t^e  matter) ;  and  whether  he  will* 
in  view  of.  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  of  the  fact  that  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Act  does  not  extend  to  Scotland,  take 
steps  to  secure  a  reconsideration  of  the 
case,  with  the  assistance  of  nautical 
assessors. 


The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  My  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  matter 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend  and  it 
has  received  my  best  consideration* 
I  am  advised  that  a  re-hearing  of  the 
case  is  not  legally  competent,  and  as 
to  reduction  of  penalty  I  do  not  see 
my  way  to  interfere. 

Mr.  JOTCIE  :  Is  the  meaning  of 
that  Answer  that  a  man  can  be  tried 
under  the  law  of  the  country  by  an 
incompetent  authority  and  be  refused 
a  fair  trial  by  a  competent  authority 
if  he  asks  for  it  ? 


Mr.   SINCLAIR: 

that  description. 


I  do  not    accept 


Mr.  JOYCE:  I  hope  my  friends 
the  pilots  will  take  cognisance  of  this 
and  press  the  matter  further. 

Trawling  in  Koray  Firth. 
Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  what 
length  of  time  has  elapsed  since  com- 
munication was  first  entered  into  by  his 
office  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with 
a  view  of^advising  the  Foreign  Office  in  its 
negotiations  with  the  North  Sea  Powers 
for  closing  the  Moray  Firth  against 
trawlers. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  Negotiations  have 
for  some  time  been  in  active  progress 
on  this  matter.  The  first  statement  that 
I  made  on  the  subject  was  in  the  month 
of  March,  and  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will 
accept  my  assurance  that  no  time  has 
been  lost. 

Irish  Banknotes. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  in  reference 
to  the  changing  of  en  Irish  bank  note  in 
Great  Britain  on  payment  of  a  commission 
of  Id.  in  the  £,  whether  the  inter-bank 
arrangement  of  charging  commission  is 
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this'was  really  the  object  with  which  the  agita- 
tion began.  'At  the  Bradford  Trade  Union 
Congress  in  1888  it  was  distinctly  stated  that 
it  was  to  restrict  the  output  of  coal,  which  was 
■about  20,000,000  tons  more  than  was  necessary, 
'but  when  it  was  found  that  the  British  con- 
sumer  would  have  something  to  say  to  any 
limitation  of  the  output,  then  the  promoters 
took  another  line,  and  said  that  if  the  hours  of 
labour  were  reduced  employment  would  be 
found  for  a  greater  number  .  When  the  weak- 
ness of  that  was  pointed  out,  the  promoters  fell 
back  on  a  third  line,  that  the  Bill  would  increase 
the  safety  of  the  miners.'  '* 

There  was  one  further  observation  of 
a  prefatory  character  he  made  about 
the  position  which  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  miners'  representatives  in  the 
House    had 


mentary  history  was  that  there  had  already 
been  enough  diflCUBsion  of  the  measure 
and  that  more  consideration  of  it  was 
unnecessary.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  a 
sufficient  answer  to  that  objection  to 
quote  a  statement  made  by  the  Home 
Secretary  in  a  recent  debate  to  the  effect 
thatr- 

"  Ever  sinoe  1800  the  eoonomio  side  of  the 
question  has  never  been  considered  by  any 
neutral  authority.** 

They  were  told  by  the  representatives 
of  the  miners  that  miners  throughout 
the  country  all  wanted  the  Bill,  and  one 
hon.  Gentleman,  representing,  he  believed, 
a  Welsh  constituency,  in  the  course  of 


the    eight  ho^i^^urstion"     F?om   th^    the  debate  the  other  night.^  said  th.t 


beginning    to    the    end    their    attitude 

from  the  economic   point  of   view,  and 

indeed  their  competence  to  understand 

the   elements  of  the  problem   had  been 

absolutely  discredited  by  the  Report  of  -     i_       i» 

the    Committee   lecently   appointed    by    ™^**®®  *^  **^®  ®^®^*  *^**~ 


that  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  passini; 
it.  He  could  not  admit  that  premiss,  and 
he  would  dispute  still  more  warmly  the 
conclusion ;  and  on  this  point  he  would 
like  to  quote  the    finding  of  the  Com- 


the  Home  Secretary.  The  Chairman  of 
that  Committee  made  some  observations 
to  the  House  during  the  earlier  portion 
of  that  debate,  when  he  said — 

"  An  eight  hours  law  such  as  that  which 
would  have  been  enacted  by  the  Eight  Hours 
Bills  which  have  formerly  been  submitted  to 
the  House  would  have  produced  a  shortage  of 
■coal  which  would  have  caused  insufferable 
public  inconvenience  and  possibly  disastrous 
•consequences  to  the  trade  of  the  country." 

That  was  the  Bill  which  hon.  Members 
below  the  gsffigway  and  miners'  repre- 
sentatives in  the  House  had  been 
insistently  and  vehemently  pressing 
on  the  attention  of  the  country  and 
Parliament  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  thev  now  had  the  authority  of  a 
•Committee  to  the  effect  that  if  those 
proposals  had  been  carried  into  law  the 
result     would    have    been    insufferable  j  before  the   House  and  judiciously  com- 


*'  It  is  quite  conceivable  that  a  situation 
might  be  created  by  an  enhanced  price  of  coal 
under  eight  hours  in  which  the  economic 
interests  of  the  men  might  be  opposed  to  the 
economic  interests  of  the  country.'* 

When  they  were  told  that  the  miners  of  the 
country  were  in  favour  of  it,  it  became 
extremely  important  to  ask  what  it  was 
of  which  they  were  in  favour,  and  upon 
what  proposition  it  was  there  had  been 
that  expression  of  unanimity  on  which  so 
much  reliance  was  placed.  He  invited  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  somewhat  in- 
structive lesson  as  to  the  view  of  the 
men.  Those  who  spoke  for  them  in  that 
House  commo.ily  said  that  by  working? 
harder,  by  having  fewer  holidays,  and 
by  taking  fewer  short  days,  produc- 
tion would  not  be  appreciably  re- 
duced.    That  was    the    arsument  Uid 


bined  with  the  humanitarian  argument. 
But  the  argument  used  before  the  m^^ 
was  of  a  totally  different  character. 
The  question  they  were  asked  and  which 
they  had  answered  was  as  far  apart »» 
the  Poles  from  the  House  of  Common* 


public  inconvenience,  and  possibly  dis- 
aster to  the  trade  of  the  country.  In 
addition  to  that  the  Labour  Party  had 
not  found  it  convenient  to  go  before  the 
Committee  and  give  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  their  views.     They  had   found  it 

easier    to    inake    rhetorical    appeals    to  i  coi.tention.     Here   again    he  asked  the 
sentiment     in     the      House,      than     to  |  House  to  iiccept  not  his  evider.ce  but  that 
present  reasoned  arguments  and  undergo    of  a  conspicuous  advocate  of  the  ""  '' 
cross   examination    before   a   competent 
tribunal.     The  only  pretext  put  forward 
on  behalf  of  the  Labour  Party  for  not 
doing    what    other    parties     had     been 
•content  to  do  throughout  our  long  Parlia- 
Mr.  F.  E.  Smith. 


Hours'  Bill.  Briefly  summ9rised«  the  ques- 
tion put  to  the  men  was :  "Are  you  in  favour 
of  obtaining  the  same  wages  for  shorttf 
hours  of  work  ?  "  That  was  the  only 
(juestion    the    hon.   Member   asked  ^ 
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miners,  and  was  it  surprising  that  whenever 
and  wherever  it  had  been  asked  of  the 
men  it  has  been  answered  affirmatively  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Ince  Division 
put  this  question  before  his  constituents. 
Speaking  on  12th  April,  he  said — 

"  The  actual  hewing  price  paid  in  forty-eight 
pits  in  South-Weet  Lancashire  was  2s.  9d. 
per  ton.  If  the  Bill  became  law,  the  hours 
worked  would  be  reduced  by  one-eighth  or  one- 
ninth,  and  they  would  have  to  put  one-eighth 
on  the  hewing  price.  They  would  get  such  an 
amount  jper  ton  as  would  compensate  the  men 
for  the  limitation  of  hours.  One-eighth  upon 
28.  9d.  gave  them  about  4d.  per  ton,  and  ad(&ig 
2d.  more  for  other  labour  affected,  6d.  per  ton 
would  completely  clear  all  the  increased  cost  to 
employers. 

Was  it  astonishing  that  at  {he  conclusion 
of  such  a  speech  they  should  get  an 
unanimous  vote  in  favout  of  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House?  Was  it  surprising 
that  manual  labourers  should  answer 
"  yes  "  when  asked  whether  they  were  in 
favour  of  working  fewer  hours  for  the 
same  wages  ?  The  admission  made 
by  the  hon.  Grentleman  that  the  in- 
creased price  would  be  6d.  was  not 
without  interest,  because  clearly  no 
allowance  was  made  for  the  increase  of 
price  on  account  of  plant  and  machinery 
turning  out  less  coal.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  seriously  disputed  that  it  was 
an  imder  estimate.  On  that  point  they 
had  the  finding  of  the  Committee  which 
had  not  been  challenged  and  which  the 
Home  Secretary  had  in  fact  accepted. 
Would  the  representatives  of  the  miners 
deal  with  that  point,  not  so  much  from  a 
rhetorical  as  from  an  argumentative 
point  of  view?  The  Committee  had 
found  that  the  adoption  of  the  eight  hours 
day,  whether  sudden  or  gradual,  would 
result  in  a  period  of  embarrassment 
and  loss  to  the  country  at  large.  It 
would  reduce  the  average  working  hours  | 
by  ]0'27  per  cent.,  and  increase  the  cost  I 
by  from  Is.  6d.  to  29.  per  ton.  It  was 
extremely  important  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  recollect  in  this  con- 
nection that  that  variation  by  no  I 
means  represented  the  variation  which 
would  follow  in  the  market  price.  | 
Certain  qualifications  were  put  forward  j 
by  the  Committee  which,  to  some  extent, 
it  was  suggested  would  affect  the  figure  . 
put  forward  by  the  witness  called  on  i 
behalf  of  the  mine-owners.  The  first  modi- 
fication suggested  was  the  probable 
effect  of  new  plant  and   machinery  to 


be  introduced  by  the  mine-owners.  Was 
it  contemplated  that  the  new  plant  and 
machinery  was  to  be  introduced  upon 
commercial  principles  or  not  ?  Was  it 
suggested  that  that  new  plant  and 
mpchinery  would  pay  or  would  it  not 
pay  ?  If  it  was  considered  that  itwould 
pay  he  suggested  to  the  Home  Secretary 
that  the  mine-owners  of  the  coimtry,  who 
had  had  generations  of  experience  and 
who  had  devoted  their  minds  to  the 
problem  of  how  to  make  the  largest 
profit  that  could  be  made,  were  better 
judges  whether  or  not  new  plant  or 
machinery  could  be  introduced  with  suc- 
cess than  a  nimiber  of  Socialist  amateurs, 
who  had  never  had  any  responsibility 
at  all  for  the  conduct  of  mines,  or  any 
experience  of  the  standing  charges,  of 
the  economic  consequences  of  excessive^ 
capital  outlay.  If  they  were  not  to 
pay  what  inference  was  to  be  drawn  ? 
If  new  machinery  and  plant  were  to  be 
introduced  which  would  not  pay,  obviously 
the  price  of  coal  would  have  to  be  raised 
so  as  to  cover  the  loss  on  that  plant  and 
machinery.  It  was  suggested  as  a  second 
qualification  that  if  this  Eight  Hours 
Bill  was  introduced  the  men  would 
work  very  much  harder,  that  their 
productivity  during  the  limited  period 
would  be  greater  than  during  the  longer 
hours.  Fortunately,  he  could  give  an 
authority  upon  this  point  who  was  en- 
titled to  speak  with  weight.  He  referred 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wansbeck 
division  of  Northumberland.  The  hon. 
Member  contemplated  that  very  argument 
that  productivity  would  increase  if  the 
Qumber  of  hours  were  reduced.  Speaking 
in  that  House  in  1901  he  said — 

"  They  intend  to  keep  up  the  production  of 
coal  by  increasing  the  intensity  of  labour; 
but  is  the  rush  and  the  hurry  thus  created  not 
likely  to  increase  the  risk  of  the  miner  ?  The 
increased  intensity  of  labour  is  the  verj'  thing 
which  causes  a  number  of  the  accidents  that 
do  happen." 

If  to  that  observation,  put  forward  with 
very  great  weight  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Wansbeck  division,  was  added 
the  argument  so  obvious  in  the  case  of 
old  men,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
intensity  of  labour  was  likely  to  produce 
more  accidents,  and,  therefore,  too  much 
importance  or  effect  could  not  be  given 
to  the  second  qualification.  The  third 
suggestion  was  that  the  men  would  work 
on  double  shifts.  He  invited  the  Labour* 
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Party  specifically  to  enlighten  the  House 
as  to  their  attitude  with  regard  to  a 
-double  shift.  Was  their  view  that  the 
men  were  prepared  to  agree  to  a  double 
-shift  in  order  to  lessen  the  shortage  of 
production  which  would  be  caused  by 
this  Act  ?  Up  to  the  present  no  answer 
had  been  given  to  that  question  at  all. 
Fortunately,  the  House  was  not  left 
without  evidence  on  that  point  because 
the  South  Wales  Miners  Federation  pub- 
lished a  list  of  their  objects  and  this  was 
•one  of  them — 

"  To  endeavour  to  secure  by  legislation  a 
reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour  in  mines  to 
eight  hours  from  bank  to  bank,  and  oppose  the 
system  of  double  shifts." 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  discover 
from  the  Home  Secretary,  or  from  those 
responsible  for  the  very  able  Report  of 
the  Committee  in  view  of  the  shortage 
which  would  otherwise  be  produced, 
whether  they  had  taken  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  up  to  the  present  no  re- 
sponsible representatives  of  the  miners 
in  that  House  had  ever  said  that  they 
would  consent  to  the  system  of  double 
shifts.  If  those  three  qualifications  had 
no  real  value  they  were  left  face 
to  face  with  the  reduction  stated  by  the 
Committee  and  assented  to  by  the 
Home  Secretary;  that  was  to  say,  the 
loss  of  production  would  be  25,783,000 
tons  calculated  on  the  output  of  1906  and 
the  reduction  in  the  hours  of  all  classes 
underground  will  be  10*27  per  cent. 
The  question  which  he  ventured  to  ask 
-was  why  were  his  constituents  to  pay  a 
greatly  increased  price  for  their  coal — 
and  many  of  his  constituents  themselves 
worked  ten,  twelve,  and  even  fourteen 
hours  a  day — [Cries  of  "  Shame."] — it 
might  be  a  shame  but  he  was  dealing  with 
facts.  As  he  had  stated  many  of  his  own 
constituents  worked  ten,  twelve,  or 
even  fourteen  hours  a  day,  and  would 
anyone  inform  the  House  why  people  in 
that  position,  w4th  the  slenderest  possible 
margin  left  after  making  provision  for 
the  necessities  of  life,  should  pay  a  higher 
price  for  their  coal  in  order  to  allow  a 
class,  who  were  admittedly  remunerated 
above,  and  more  healthy  than  any 
other  class  of  manual  labour,  to  have 
an  eight  hours  working  day.  He 
noticed  that  a  Member  of  the  Labour 
Party  who  was  going  to  vote  for  this  Bill 
made  a  speech  at  the  Church  Congress 

Mr.  F.  E.  Smith. 


in   which   he   dealt   with   the  state  of 
poverty  at  the  present  time.    He  said— 

''  Out  of  a  population  in  these  islandi:  of 
08,000,000,  20,000,000  were  always  poor 
12,000,000  were  always  on  the  verge  o'f  starva- 
tion, and  1,000,000  were  always  unemployed." 

He  invited  the  hon.  Member  to  say  why 
those  20,000,000  people  who  were  always 
poor  and  those   12,000,000  people  who 
were  always  on  the  verge  of  starvation, 
and  the  1,000,000  people  who  were  alwa^-s 
unemployed  were  to  pay  more  for  their 
coal  in  order  that  the  coal  miners  might 
enjoy  shorter  hours.    At  this  point  the 
supporters  of  the  Bill  took  refoge  in, 
declamation  and  humanity.     When  they 
came  to  the  humanity  argument   they 
found  that  the  whole  case,  as  far  as  the 
health  of  and  danger  to  the  colliers  were 
concerned,  had  b^n  shattered  and  des- 
troyed by  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 
[Cries  of  "No,  no."]  Hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway  questioned  that  statement, 
but  up  to  the  present  none  of  them  had 
dared  to  question  it  by  reasoned  arguments 
in  debate.    What  did  the  Committee  m 
on  that  point  ?     They  said — 

**  While  the  risk  of  fatal  accident  is  mnch 
greater  than  among  males  generally,  the  risk 
of  death  by  disease  is  much  lower,  their  mortility 
being  10*6  less  than  that  of  all  occupied  mala 
and  23*2  less  than  that  of  all  males.'' 

So  that  as  far  as  the  general  healtli 
statistics  which  had  been  quoted  were 
concerned  no  case  whjitever  had  been  • 
made  out  for  any  special  treatment  of 
miners.  Now  they  came  to  the  accident 
statistics,  and  what  was  the  case  of  the 
Government  ?  The  accident  statistics 
were  lower  than  those  of  sailors,  for  whom 
no  one  proposed  to  legislate.  The  Oovem- 
ment  had  j  no  case  at  all,  because  on 
their  own  showing  if  eight  hours  was 
introduced  the  men  were  going  to  work 
holidays  and  short  days,  so  that  the 
total  time  exposure  to  accident  would 
hardly  be  reduced  at  aU.  lliey  had  had 
some  figures  of  great  assistance  in  dis- 
cussing this  question  of  the  health  and 
danger  to  miners  supplied  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Ince  Division  in  the 
course  of  the  late  debate.  The  Home 
Secretary  based  certain  statistics  apoo 
the  mortality  or  accidents  to  men  above 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Ince  Division  gave  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House 
some  interesting  figures  which,  at  the 
moment,  were  not  before  the  zjght  hon. 
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Gentleman,  and  which  perhaps  the 
Souse  would  like  to  have  placed  again 
before  it  as  to  the  number  of  men  above 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years  who  were 
employed  in  mines.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Ince,  who  he  was  sure  was  very  accurate 
in  his  figures,  stated  that  one  in  seventeen 
t)f  the  men  employed  in  the  mines  to-day 
was  above  the  age  of  sixty-five.  He 
further  stated  that  the  total  number  of 
men  working  underground  at  the  present 
time  was  757,887.  So  that  they  arrived 
at  the  fact,  taking  1  in  17  as  the  propor- 
tion, that  there  were  44,581  men  above 
the  age  of  sixty-five  who  were  at  present 
working  underground  as  hewers  in  the 
mines.  [Cries  of  "  No."]  That  was  how 
the  figures  worked  out.  It  was  useless 
to  cry  "  No " :  the  calculation  spoke 
for  itself.  The  number  above  ground 
on  the  same  calculation  was  177,081, 
and  taking  1  in  17  again  that  gave 
a  total  of  10,416.  So  that  the  total 
number  of  men  at  the  present  time 
above  the  age  of  sixty -five  employed  in 
mines  was  no  less  than  54,997.  That  was 
really  a  very  respectable  total  for  a  trade 
which  was  considered  to  be  so  unhealthy. 
Was  there  a  single  other  manual  occupa- 
tion that  could  show  results  like  these  ? 
It  was  for  those  engaged  in  this  occupa- 
tion that  the  very  poor  of  these  Islands 
were  asked  to  make  the  sacrifices  which 
were  put  forward  in  this  Bill  on  the 
special  ground  of  their  health  and  safety. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  attempted  to 
curdle  the  blood  of  the  House 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Gladstone,  Leeds,  W.) :  No,  no. 

Mr.  F.  E.  SMITH  said  he  would  assume 
that  that  was  not  his  object,  although  it 
seemed  to  be  the  effect  of  his  words.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  mine  which  the 
Home  Secretary  gave  as  an  illustration 
was  that  in  which  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  himself  was  either  proprietor  or  part 
proprietor.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
«aid,  in  giving  his  own  experience — 

**  I  know  what  it  is  in  the  working  faces 
when  there  is  not  a  direct  current  of  air,  when 
the  air  is  stagnant  and  grows  foul." 

If  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  knew  that  that 
was  the  case,  if  he  actually  came  across 
working  faces  where  the  air  was  foul  and 
stagnant   because  there  was    no  direct 


current  of  air,  it  was  his  duty  to  report 
himself  as  a  mine-owner  to  himself,  the 
Home  Secretary,  for  having  broken  Rulo 
No.  1  of  the  Coal  Mines  l^gulation  Act, 
which  provided  penalties  for  this  very 
case.  It  was  quite  clear  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  amateur  judgment 
was  quite  deceived  by  conditions  which 
were  very  normal.  Now  he  wished  to 
add  a  word  or  two  upon  the  amazing 
postponement  of  the  operations  of  this 
beneficent  measure  for  five  years.  Here 
was  a  Bill  commended  with  great  elo- 
quence upon  humanitarian  grounds  which 
was  alleged  to  be  necessary  to  preserve 
the  safety  of  miners,  and  yet  for  some 
unaccountable  reason  such  was  the  cal- 
lousness and  inhumanity  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  these  enormous  advantages 
to  the  mining  population  were  to  be  with- 
held for  five  years.  What  could  the 
explanation  be  in  regard  to  this  delay  ? 
Could  it  be  that  the  Grovemment  were  now 
aliye  to  the  extreme  improbability  that 
they  would  be  sitting  where  they  were 
in  five  years,  and  that  they  preferred  that 
this  disagreeable  issue  should  be  con- 
tested, when  it  was  contested,  not  by 
themselves,  but  by  their  successors  ? 
It  was  perfectly  clear  that  one  result 
of  introducing  this  five  years  provision 
was  that  Parliament  deliberately  excluded 
itself  from  the  teachings  of  five  years 
experience  which  were  to  follow  upon 
what  was  admitted  to  be  an  experiment 
in  the  Bill  in  a  provisional  shape.  Had 
any  reason  been  advanced  why  Parliament 
should  cut  itself  adrift  from  the  teachings 
of  the  next  five  years  ?  None  except 
the  importance  of  avoiding  momentary 
trouble.  The  Prime  Minister,  in  dis- 
cussing this  question,  must  have  apos- 
trophised his  unwarlike  colleague — 

"Give  peace  in  our  time,  because  there  is 
none  other  that  fishteth  for  us,  but  only 
Thou." 

They  were  told  that  they  could  derive 
no  useful  lesson  from  the  reception 
which  this  Bill  was  receiving  at  bye- 
elections.  He  noticed  that  those  who 
represented  the  miners  in  this  respect 
explained  that  the  constituencies  had 
been  deceived  at  recent  bye-elections 
by  mercenary  statements  made  by  thej 
representatives  of  the  mine-owners. 
That  explanation  suggested  some  curious 
and  interesting  reflections  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  government  by  democracy.    He 
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supposed  the  Labour  Party  was  the  most 
democratic  Party,  and  it  had  always 
been  a  source  of  surprise  to  him  that  when 
the  democracy  had  come  to  a  decision 
which  was  hostile  to  their  self-appointed 
exponents  the  democracy  had  always 
been  deceived.  If  it  was  .on  the 
Licensing  Bill  that  an  adverse  decision 
had  been  come  to,  the  people  of  this 
country  were  the  credulous  dupes  of  an 
odious  trade.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  an 
adverse  decision  was  come  to  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  an  eight-hour 
day,  then  they  had  been  misled  and 
deceived  by  the  statements  made  by 
the  hired  minions  of  the  mine-owners.  If 
hon.  Members  below  the  gangway  pro- 
vided an  accurate  reflex  of  the  voice 
of  the  democracy,  and  had  tongues  in  their 
mouths,  could  they  not  go  to  the  constitu- 
encies and  controvert  those  grave  mis- 
statements instead  of  whining  about 
them  elsewhere  l  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Which  they  did  do  in  Manchester.]  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  they  did  do  it  in 
Manchester.  He  could  not  congratulate 
them  on  the  success  of  their  effort.  He 
could  not  recollect  whether  the  Socialist 
candidate  obtained  a  hundred  votes. 
For  himself,  he  firmly  believed  that 
the  people  of  this  country  had  plainly 
grasped  the  general  principle  of  this 
privilege-creating  measure.  He  had  no 
hesitation  whatever  in  the  vote  he  would 
give  on  the  Second  Reading,  and 
fortified  himself  in  giving  that  vote  by 
an  admirable  observation  which  was 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid- 
Durham,  whose  experience  in  these 
matters  was  immeasurably  greater  than 
that  of  the  hon.  Members  who  drcla'med 
from  the  Labour  benches.  The  hon. 
Member  addressing  his  fellow-workmen 
said — 

**  Vou  Iwive  power  in  your  ovm  hands,  and 
to  fonie  to  Parliament  begging  and  beseeching 
is  deroLiat«>ry  to  our  character  as  men**' 


*The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  Yorkshire, 
Cleveland)  :  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  declared 
that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
'disposed  to  charge  him  and  his  friends 
with  inhumanity.  For  my  part  I  have 
no  desire  to  make  any  such  charge  against 

Mr.  F.  E,  Smith, 


them,  but  I  do  most  specifically  charge  him 
and  his  friends  with  the  groBaest  political 
inconsistency  in  opposing  the  present 
Miners'  Eight-Hours  Bill.  Year  after 
year  in  this  House  measures,  precisehr 
the  same  in  principle,  and,  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  truly  said,  more 
drastic  in  their  details,  have  been  pro- 
posed,  and  when  these  have  been  be- 
fore Parliament,  never  on  any  occasion 
has  any  responsible  Leader  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  raised  his  voice  in  pro- 
test against  such  a  Bill.  While  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  who  spoke  against  this  Bill  at  a 
previous  stage  of  the  discussion,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  year  after  year,  and  decade 
after  decade,  kept  repressed  within  their 
bosoms  the  fires  of  indignation  which  are 
now  allowed  to  blaze  forth,  others  of 
their  colleagues  were  active  in  this  House 
and  the  country  advocating  this  very 
Bill,  which  we  are  now  told  is  disastrons 
to  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  most  in- 
jurious to  the  commercial  pzospeiitf  of 
the  country.  If  I  am  obliged  to  men- 
tion the  name  of  the  right  hon.  GentJe- 

I  man  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
I  do  so  in  no  degree  in  order  to  attack 

''  him,  for  his  absence  from  this  House 
under  circumstances  which  we  all  de- 
plore, must  necessarily  close  our  lips. 
But  it  is  necessary  to  this  argument 
to  say  that  in  1894,  shortly  before  an 
important  general  election,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham, declared  himself  in  a  speech  at 
Birmingham  strongly  in  favour  of  what 
he  called  an    experimental    eight-honzs 

'  day  in  the  mining  industry.    FoUowing 

.  that  speech,  leaflets  and  posters  weie 
issued  by  the  million  all  over  the 
country,  containing  what  wsb  caUed 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  Programme.  I  have 
here  an  extract  from  one  of  these. 
There  were  eight  points  in  that  pro- 
gramme, one  of  which  is  an  ES^ 
Hours  Bill  for  the  mining  industij. 
\Vhile  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
carrying  on  an  active  propaganda  on  theie^ 
lines — I  remember  posters  were  to  be  seea 
on  ever}*  hoarding  containing  this  vert 
programme,  and  on  the  strength  of  ft 
I  believe  thousands  and  tens  of  thonsandi 
of  votes  were  won  for  hon.  Membea 
opposite — ^while  he  was  canying  on  thi» 
propaganda,  endorsed  as  it  WM  by  Lord 
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Salisbury,  the  then  Leader  of  the  Conser- 
vative Party,  not  one  of  his  colleagues 
disavowed  that  policy,  and  from  that  day 
to  this  I  do  not  think  a  single  Leader  of 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
haa  raised  a  word  of  protest  against  the 
Miners'  Eight  Hours  Bill.  I  cannot  im- 
derstand  how  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  can  reconcile  their  attitude  to- 
day with  their  attitude  in  previous  years, 
and  we  are  entitled  to  ask  any  right  hon . 
Member  on  the  opposite  side  who  takes 
part  in  the  debate  this  specific  question  : 
How  can  they  venture  to  denounce  not 
merely  the  details,  not  merely  the 
method  and  extent  of  the  appli- 
cation of  this  Bill,  but  the  very  purpose 
and  principle  of  the  Bill  itself,  which  their 
distinguished  colleagues  have  actively 
advocated  in  the  country  1 

The  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  the  Walton  Division  of  Liverpool, 
like  most  of  the  other  speeches  made 
against  the  Bill,  turned  out  so  much  on  the 
question  of  principle  as  on  the  question  of 
its  actual  effect.  Will  the  effect  of  this  Bill 
in  practice  be  to  impose  a  heavy  or  appreci- 
able burden  on  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
country  and  upon  the  industries  of  the 
country  ?  I  fully  admit,  and  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  has 
admitted  again  and  again,  that  if  it 
were  to  cause  the  price  of  coal  to  rise 
permanently  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  per  ton, 
or  any  sum  approaching  that,  the 
effect  would  be  most  injurious  on  the 
industries  of  the  country,  and  even 
a  stronger  case  would  have  to  be  made 
out  for  the  Bill  than  has  yet  been  made 
out.  But  the  question  of  the  effect 
is  to  be  solved  not  by  the  indignant 
rhetoric  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man opposite,  but  by  careful  economic 
inquiry,  and  we  are  not  prepared  to 
accept  as  necessarily  accurate  the  esti- 
mates of  cost  given  by  the  coal-owners 
themselves.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber has  said  that  the  estimates  which  have 
been  made  by  experts  that  there  would 
be  a  permanent  increase  in  the  price 
of  coal  of  Is.  fid.  to  28.  per  ton  have 
not  been  seriously  challenged.  These 
statements  have  been  challenged  and 
disputed  again  and  again,  and  if  we 
leave  the  statements  made  by  deputa- 
tions, and  by  hon.  Members  in  speeches 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  turn  to 
statements    made  at  bye-elections,    in 
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which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  takes 
such  an  interest ,  we  shall  find  even  more 
grossly  exaggerated  statements  than  those 
which  have  been  quoted.  I  have  here  a 
leaflet  which  was  issued  at  the  Pudsey 
bye-election.  [OpposmbN  cheers.]  I  do 
not  know  whether  hon.  Members  will 
cheer  the  statement  that  it  contains.  The 
leaflet  says  that  the  consequence  of  this 
Bill  will  be  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
coal,  not  temporarily,  but  always,  of  5s . 
per  ton,  or  3d.  per  cwt.  and  that  every 
vote  for  the  Liberal  candidate  is  a  vote 
for  dearer  coal.  That  is  what  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  calls  the 
people  of  this  country  firmly  grasping 
the  principle  of  this  measure.  I  think 
there  is  little  glory  and  little  credit  in 
winning  bye-elections  by  methods  of  this 
kind. 

Whenever  any  measure  for  the  regu- 
lation of  labour  and  the  improvement 
of  the  industrial  conditions  of  the  people 
has  been  proposed,  without  exception  it 
has  been  denounced  by  those  who  are 
interested  parties  on  the  other  side  a  a 
likely  to  impose  burdens  infinitely 
greater  than  have  actually  been  caused. 
I  came  across  the  other  day  an  ancient 
precedent,  but  it  is  so  apt  that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  quoting  it  to  the  House. 
It  was  the  case  of  one  of  the  early  Factory 
Bills  in  1830,  proposed  for  the  limitation 
of  the  hours  of  labour  of  children  of  six 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  who  were  in 
those  days  working  in  textile  mills 
thirteen  to  sixteen  hours  a  day,  under 
the  lash  of  the  overseer.  A  petition  was 
presented  to  this  House  from  the  textile 
employers  in  one  part  of  Yorkshire 
declaring  in  precisely  the  same  language 
as  is  used  to-day,  that  no  one  more  than 
themselves  desired  to  benefit  all  classes 
of  work-people,  but  that  if  the  hours  of 
these  children  were  reduced  as  proposed 
it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  them 
to  make  profits,  that  Parliament  must 
remember  the  continual  pressure  of  foreign 
competition,  and  that  nothing  could 
be  more  pernicious  than  legislation 
interfering  with  the  methods  of  in- 
dustry and  the  processes  of  trade.  That 
is  an  old  precedent.  I  come  down  to  a 
more  recent  one,  and  one  which  touches  • 
this  very  trade,  and  the  Mining  Associa- 
tion which  is  so  active  in  putting  before 
the  country  these  exaggerated  statementF. 
I  turn  to  a  deputation  ¥rhich  was  received 
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by  the  late  Lord  Salisbury,  accompanied 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman',  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
and  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley.     It  con- 
sisted of  the  leaders  of   the  coal -owners 
of  the  country  and  was  in  opposition  to 
the    Workmen's    ( V^mpensation    Bill    of 
1897.     The    president    of     the    Mining 
Ass<jciation  on  that  occasion  said  that 
that  Bill  would  react  on  the  number  of 
men    employed,    that    general    disaster 
would  follow  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  the  amount  of  liability  ought  to  be 
reduced.     He  further  said  that  he  feared 
the  price  of  coal  would  be  affected,  and 
that   the   burden   imposed   by   the    Bill 
would  amount  to   2d.   to   3d.   per   ton. 
Those  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  paid 
not  the  slightest  attentioji  to  them,  or  to 
those  estimates.     They  went  on  with  the 
\V\\\  as  it  stood.     They  knew  the  state- 
ments were  exaggerated  for  the  purposes 
of  political  propaganda,  and  the  result 
proved  that  that  was  the  case.     After 
some  years  the  Home  Secretary  appointed 
a  Departmental  Committee  with  a  view 
to    amending    legislation    on    the    same 
subject,  and  then  it  was  found,  from  the 
evidence   of   the   coal-owners,   that   the 
actual  cost  of  the  Workmen's  CompiMisa- 
tion  Act  had  amounted  not  to  2d.  or  3d., 
but  to  just  over  id.  per  ton.     The  Mining 
Association  on  that  occasion  was  wrong, 
no  less  than  80  per  cent,  in  their  estimate. 
I  think  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
wrongness  on  this  occasion  will  be  an  even 
higher    percentage.     The    Departmental 
Committee   presided   over   by  the   hon. 
Member  for  Gloucester  has  been  praised, 
and  rightly  praised,  by  both  sides  of  the 
House.     That  Committee  carefully  con- 
sidered the  estimates  laid  before  them 
by  tlu^  mine-owners,  including  this  Is.  (id. 
or  2s.  increase  in  the  price  to  which  hon.  . 
Members  have  referred,   and  the   Com-  i 
mittee   imanimously  declared  that  that  : 
estimate  couhl  not  be  in  any  way  accepted  i 
iind   that    it   was  far  beyojnl   the   nnuk.  \ 
I  do  not  pro]>ose  to-day  1o  enter  into  the  I 
details   of   the   economic   aspect   of  this  , 
<juestion.     My    ri^rht     hon.     friend    tlie  j 
Ht)nie  Secretary  has  tlone  so  effectively,  i 
^ly  h(MK  frienil  tiie  Meinl)er  for  (iloucester 
also  flcjiit  with  it  very  fully,  nnd  I  believe 
the  Trcsidrnt  of  the  hoanl  of  Trade  will 
n'f#'r  to  it  ajrain.     f  would  only  mentirm 
two  facts  ill   this  conneition.     One  is  a 
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precedent   which    comes    from   another 
country,     Austria,     where      the    hours 
of    labour    in    mines    have    been    re- 
duced by  law.     In  1902  the  hours  were 
reduced  from  twelve,  bank  to  bank,  with 
ten  actually  spent  in  work,  to  nine,  bank 
to  bank.     What  occurred  in  the  first  year 
was  an  increase  in  the  output  per  mau 
per    shift     of    3' 9   per  cent.,  and   in 
the    second  year   of    6*  6.      The  reduc- 
tion   of     the    hours    from    twelve    to 
nine    in     Austria    has     been    followed 
by  an  actual  increase  in  the    product 
of     the     mineral,    so     that     this   one 
illustration  is  enough  to  show  that  we 
cannot  assume  that  a  decrease  in  hours 
necessarily  means  a  decrease  in  the  output. 
There  is  another  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House.   It 
is  this.     We  had  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Gloucester,  who  was  the  chairman  of 
the  Departmental  Committee,  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  debate,  a  most  judicious, 
thoughtful,  and  convincing  speech,  which 
I  am  sure  carried  weight  in  all  qnarteis 
of  the  House.     The  hon.   Member  who 
spoke   last   accepts   my   hon.    friend  as 
authoritative  when  he  speaks  in  censure 
of  the  terms  of  the   Bills  proposed  by 
the  mining  Members,  but  he  ceases,  I  sup- 
pose, to  regard  him  as  authoritative  when 
he  suj)i)orts  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Gloucester  put  these 
two  (|uestion8.      He  said  :     "  Will  this 
Bill  lead  to  a  temporary  shortage  which, 
although  small  in  amount,  would  have 
the  effect  of  raising  the  price  of  coal  foi 
a  time  to  an  exorbitant  figure  ?  "    and, 
secondly,  "  Would  it  lead  to  a  permanent 
but  smaller  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  ? "  My 
hon.  friend,  speaking  not  only  with  the 
knowledge  that  he  has  personally  of  the 
trade  but  with   the    further  knowledge 
gained  as    chairman  of  the  Committee, 
answered     both     these      questions     in 
the      negative.       He      said      that    the 
Bill,  as    proposed   to    be   amended  by 
the  Government,  and  if  further  amended 
in    two    j>articulars,     would    not    have 
that    elTcct.       Now    these    two    parti- 
culai-s  in  no  way  touch  the  substance  or 
cssouco  of  the  Bill.     My  hon.  friend  would 
lik(^  to  SCO  the  Bill  come  into  full  open- 
tion,  as  wc  propose  it  should  come  into 
operation,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  but 
that  instead  of  an  eight-hours  day  being 
established  in  five  years  in  two  stepii 
ho  desired  it  should  be  establiflhed  ia 
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thjree. » S^ondly,  he  proposed  that  at 
the  end  of  five  years  there  should  be  not 
an  eight  hours  day  plus  one  winding, 
but  a  seven  and  a  half  hours  day  plus 
two  windings.  There  is  no  difference  in 
substance  ;  there  is  only  a  slight  differ- 
ence in  arrangement  and  administration. 
But  with  these  two  alterations  in  the  Bill, 
which,  of  course,  will  receive  due  con- 
sideration when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee, 
my  hon,  friend  declared,  speaking 
with  the  authority  which  the  House 
is  ready  to  recognise,  that  this  Bill 
would  in  his  judgment  cause  neither 
a  sudden  and  temporary  exorbitant  rise 
in  the  price  of  coal  nor  a  permanent  small 
rise  in  that  price.  With  that  expression 
of  opinion,  I  think  hon.  Members  may, 
with  an  easy  mind,  as  we  members  of 
the  Grovernment  can  do,  support  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  hon.  Member  for  the  Walton 
Division  asked  :  "  Why  should  miners 
in  particular  have  the  benefit  of 
this  legislation  ?  "  That  is  a  question 
which  has  been  asked  over  and  over 
again  in  the  course  of  these  debates. 
"  Why  should  miners  have  a  pre- 
ference over  all  other  trades  in  the 
country  whose  work  is  as  burdensome, 
and  many  of  whom  work  as  long  hours 
as  miners;  why  should  this  one  industry 
be  placed  in  this  privileged  position  ? " 
Well,  there  are  two  reasons.  The 
first  is  that  if  you  take  into  account 
the  severity  of  the  labour  which  is  per- 
formed by  the  miners  ;  if  you  take  into 
account  the  extreme  danger  of  their 
occupation,  and  the  great  discomfort  of 
working  day  after  day  and  year  after 
year  for  one's  whole  working  life  below 
ground,  out  of  the  sunlight,  away 
from  the  light  of  day,  there  is  no  trade 
in  the  whole  country  which  for  a  moment 
stands  in  a  similar  position  or  can  make 
a  claim  in  an  equal  degree  for  a  fuller 
measure  of  leisure  for  the  men  engaged 
in  it.  The  second  reason  is  that  for 
twenty  years  this  proposal  has  been  made 
by  the  miners.  For  twenty  years  it  has 
been  discussed  again  and  again  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  has,  on  some  occasions,  been 
unanimously  endorsed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  We  hold  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  case  for  any  other  trade,  the  time 
is  fully  ripe  for  this  measure  to  pass  into 
law.      When     nearly     1,000,000      men 
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engaged  in  an  industry,  ask  for  such 
legislation  for  the  benefit  of  men 
who  are  overworked  in  the  class  to 
which  they  belong,  it  needs  stronger 
arguments  against  the  Bill  than  have 
been  offered  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
before  Parliament  would  be  entitled  to 
reject  it.  There  is  another  argument 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  although  I  do 
not  attach  so  great  .importance  to 
it  as  thos3  that  I  have  just  stated.  Thid 
movement  for  an  eight-hours  day  in  the 
mines  is  not  merely  a  national  move- 
ment ;  it  is  an  international  movement  • 
Already  the  hours  of  labour  in  mines  in 
Germany  and  the  United  States  of  America 
are  shorter  than  they  are  here.  Already 
France  has  legislated  with  the  view  of 
securing  an  eight-hours  day  for  miners, 
although  the  measure  on  her  Statute- 
book  does  not  go  as  far  as  this  Bill.  An 
amending  Bill  has,  however,  now  been 
introduced.  Already  Belgium  is  treading 
along  the  same  path.  There  was  a  time 
when  England  led  the  whole  world  in 
industrial  legislation.  It  was  one  of  the 
proudest  boasts  of  our  Parliament  that  it 
was  so.  But  during  the  ten  years  of 
reaction  between  1895  and  1905  in  that, 
as  in  many  other  things,  we  have  fallen 
into  arrear.  But  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
agree  that  it  ought  not  to  be  said  that 
it  is  England  which  is  holding  back  the 
other  countries  in  the  world,  that  it  i^  long 
hours  here,  unfair  competition  from 
England,  which  prevent  the  miners  of 
those  countries  from  gaining  the  boons 
which  they  ask  for. 

And  lastly,  I  put  this  point,  and  I  ask 
for  it  the  most  earnest  consideration  of 
the  Houee.  What  is  the  alternative  to 
this  Bill  ?  If  this  Bill  is  rejected  by  hon. 
Members  opposite,  as  they  wish  it  to  be 
rejected,  what  will  be  the  consequences  ? 
We  are  told :  "  Here  is  an  organised  trade , 
with  a  strong  trade  union,  well  able  to 
look  after  itself.  Why  should  Parliament 
interfere  ?  If  the  men  want  an  eight- 
hours  day  why  not  allow  them  to  secure 
it  by  their  own  efforts  ?  "  The  hon. 
Member  for  Rhondda  Valley  told  us 
that  in  South  Wales,  where  the  miners 
work  ten  to  eleven,  hours  all  the  year 
round,  three  times  they  had  been  to 
the  employers  and  asked  them  to  agree 
with  the  miners  for  a  shorter  working 
day,  and  that  that  appeal  had  been  three 
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times  rejected.  Well,  if  this  Bill  is  not 
to  be  passed,  and  if  the  miners  are 
to  be  left  to  their  own  devices  and 
to  the  strength  of  their  own  organi- 
sation, it  means  a  coal  strike,  and  nothing 
else.  The  right  hon.  Member  for  St. 
George's  cleariy  suggested  that  in  a 
speech  the  other  day.  He  told  iis  that 
the  laws  in  restraint  of  competition  had 
been  repealed,  that  the  Trade  Disputes 
Act  had  been  passed.  What  more  do 
you  want  1  Why  not  take  advantage  of 
that,  he  suggested.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  an  eventuality  which 
the  House  will  contemplate  with  any 
degree  of  equanimity.  All  the  suffer- 
ing of  women  and  children  involved 
by  a  gigantic  strike ;  all  the  poverty  im- 
posed on  respectable  families  of  working 
men  plunged  into  debt ;  all  the  dis- 
location of  trade  ;  all  the  indirect  effect 
on  other  industries  as  well  as  on  their 
own  industry  ;  and  in  the  end  the  men, 
perhaps,  starved  into  submission — and 
the  position  to  remain  as  it  was  before : 
that,  let  it  be  understood,  is  the  policy 
suggested  by  the  Opposition.  The  policy 
of  the  Government  is  this  Bill. 


""  *Mr.  beck  (Cambridgeshire,  Wis- 
bech) desired  to  say  only  a  few 
words  on  this  measure.  In  the  first 
place,  he  frankly  confessed  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  the  coal  industry, 
but  he  had  listened  with  great  and 
anxious  care  to  the  debate  that  day,  and 
on  the  occasion  when  the  Bill  was  last 
before  the  House,  and  moreover  had 
read  a  considerable  amount  of  matter 
on  the  subject,  and  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion,  with  great  reluctance, 
that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  had 
been  defeated  in  argument  by  those 
who  were  opposed  to  it.  He  could 
not  be  expected  to  admit  that  there 
was,  either  on  the  Ministerial  benches 
or  on  those  below  the  gangway  oppo- 
site, a  lack  of  ability,  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking  therefore  that  it  was 
the  case  for  the  Bill  which  was  weak. 
They  had  had  speeches  describing  the 
hard  case  of  the  miners  and  the  long 
hours  they  worked.  He  had  the  honour 
to  represent  an  agricultural  constituency, 
and  he  thought  of  the  hours  worked 
by  those  who  returned  him  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  the  misery  caused 
by    the     temporary    rise    in    the    price 
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of   fuel   last  winter;    and    it    aeemed 
his  duty  to  oppose,  with  the  f^tnt 
reluctance,  on  behalf  of  his  oonBtituents 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.    Then 
was  one  phrase  used  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ince  in  the  very  interesting  speech 
which  he  made  on  the  last  occasion  which 
particularly  struck  him.    He  said  that 
the  minerfr— the  husbands,  fathers,  and 
brothers— had  a  right  to  a  larger  share  of 
home  life  than  they  enjoyed  at  present, 
and  that  those   dependent  upon  them 
had  a  right  to  a  greater  share  of  their 
society.    He   questioned    whether  these 
men  did  not  get  a  far  greater  share  of 
home   society   than   ninety-nine   oat  of 
every  100  of  his  constituents.    He  ques- 
tioned whether  it  was  right  to  penaliae 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  worken 
of  the  country  for  the  sake  of  a  compara- 
tively small  part  of  the  population,  and 
whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  workers  would  be  only 
too  happy  to  exchange  conditions  with 
those  employed  in  the  great  coal-mining 
trade  of  the  country.    He  would  not  have 
intervened  in  the  debate  if  he  had  not 
decided  after    much    thought   to   vote 
against   the    Gh>vemment.      As  he  had 
said,    he    knew    nothing    of    the   trade 
and   was  merely  there  to  listen  to  the 
debate    and    to    try    and    understand 
all  about  this  complicated  measure  ;  and 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the    arganMAti 
against  the  Bill  were  practically  ove^ 
whelming,    that    they    had    not    been 
adequately  met,  and   that  that  proved 
conclusively  that  there   was   no  poau- 
bility   of  meeting  them.      As  re^krded 
the    charge    of    political    inconsistency 
levelled    against    the    Members    of  the 
Opposition   by  the   hon.    Member  who 
had  just  sat  down,  it  was  one  of  the 
advantages    of   being   a    new    Member 
that  one  had  no  political  history,  and 
that  therefore  his  withers  were  entirely 
unwrung.    Although  consistency  was  a 
very  noble  virtue  it  was  a  very  doubtfol 
whether  in  politics  it  was  a  virtue  at 
all.      The    Report   of   the    Oonuniarion 
very    considerably    altered    the     argu- 
ment for  the  Bill.    Not  many  of  thoee 
who  voted  on  a  Friday  aftomoon  and 
on  private  Members    nights    had  any 
but   a    very    hazy    knowledge   of   the 
subject  under  discussion.     EUb,  at  any 
rate  would  be  ezoeedinc^y  muty  Ask 
he  should  be  forced  for  the  xest  of  ] 


1281  Coal  Mines  {Eight 

to  support  many  things  which  he  had 
voted  for  in  a  nebulous  frame  of  mind. 
He  had  already  said  that  he  knew 
nothing  practically  about  the  coal 
industry,  but  he  had  pondered  very 
long  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill,  and 
with  great  reluctance  he  should  be 
bound,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  to 
vote  against  it. 

♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil) 
3aid  the  Bill  had  met  with  a  degree  of 
opposition  which,  apart  from  licensing 
measures,  was  unparalleled  in  his 
experience  of  Parliamentary  Bills.  Most 
of  the  Members  in  the  House  had  received 
that  morning  a  document  from  the  Coal 
Consumers*  League.  At  one  time  he 
thought  of  asking  Mr.  Speaker's  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  did  not  come  very 
near  being  an  attempt  to  intimidate 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  would  read,  if  he  was  in  order,  one 
paragraph  from  that  document  bearing 
on  the  statement  which  he  had  just  made. 
The  third  paragraph  read  thus — 

•*  A  recent  Resolution  passed  at  the 
Emergency  Conference  of  the  Associated 
Chambers  of  Commerce  called  upon  the  members 
of  the  commercial  community  to  rise  above 
political  considerations  and  defend  the  country's 
eommerce,  and  to  this  end  to  offer  to  the 
€rovemment  during  the  whole  of  the  stages 
of  this  Bill  relentless  opposition,  both  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  in  the  country.** 

That  of  course,  was  perfectly  allowable, 
but  then  the  document  went  on  to  say 
this— 


"This  call  is  being  magnificently  answered, 
and  the  Govornment,  if  they  persist  in  this 
measure,  will  learn  during  the  next  few  weeks 
that  there  is  pitted  against  them  the  solid 
ranks  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  kingdom, 
who  have  sunk  their  politics  in  the  determination 
to  protect  their  trades.'* 

He  had  a  much  higher  appreciation  of 
the  intelligence  of  the  commerical  com- 
munity of  this  country  than  to  believe 
that  any  of  them  had  any  apprehension 
as  to  his  trade  being  in  danger  through 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  or  any  Bill  of  the 
kind.  A  statement  of  that  kind  was 
merely  a  piece  of  political  bluft  used  for 
the  purpose  of  frightening  and  intimidating 
timid  Members  of  the  House  against 
voting  for  the  Bill.  He  did  not  intend 
to  recapitulate  the  arguments  so  often 
used  with  reg»xd  to  the  conditions  of  the 
mioem.  One  argument  that  had  been 
urged  hefeve  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
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was  that  a  mine  was  not  exactly  a  healti^ 
resort,    and    he    wished  to  make  twa 
points  upon  that  subject.    They  were  told 
that  the  death-rate  among  miners  was 
low,  but  to  those  of  them  who  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  bom  and  reared 
in  colliery  villages  and  who  had  had  to 
work  in  the  pits,  the  explanation  wafi 
obvious.    People    of   weak   health   letb 
mining  and  went  to  work  in  other  occupa* 
tions  above  ground;  consequently  those 
who  remained  and  went  intp  the  mines 
were  the  healthiest  members  of  the  mining 
community.    That  in  itself  had  a  con- 
siderable effect  in  reducing  the  death 
rate  of  miners.    Then  with  regard  to  the 
54,997  persons  employed    underground 
who  were  over  fifty  years  of  age,  to  whom 
thehon.  Member  for  Liverpool,  who  used 
the  figures,  referred,  they  were  not  hewers, 
they  were  not  the  actual  workmen  who 
were  producing  the  coal,  and  a  little  more 
knowledge  of  this  subject  would  have 
convinced  the  hon.  Member  that  the  bulk 
of  these  men  were  managers,  officers,  and 
others     in    similar    positions — officials 
generally — and  that  so  far  as  the  actual 
working  miner  was  concerned,  the  actual 
hewer,  his  statement  was  far  from  true. 
A  great  deal  had  been  made  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  which  inquired  into 
this  measure,  and  upon  whose  Report 
this  Bill  was  based.    The  hon.  Member 
for  Liverpool,  like  others,  quoted  certain 
statements  from  that  Report.     It  was 
needless  to  say  that  they  quoted  state- 
ments which  best  supported  their  view 
of  the  case.     But  the  most  extraordinary 
thing  was  that  the  statements  quoted  were 
not  taken  from  the  Report  itself,  but  were 
taken  from  the  reasons  of  the  Committee 
which  culminated  in  the  Report.    If  hon. 
Members  turned  to  the  Report  they  would 
find  that  at  the  present  time  the  average 
week  at  present  worked  was  a  week  of 
forty-three  hours  and  thirteen  minutes, 
which  spread  over  six  days  gave  anaverage 
of  seven  hours  and  a  quarter  a  day  for 
each  day  of  the  week.    The  Committee 
said — 


•*  After  analysis  and  inqniry  we  believe  that 
a  certain  portion  of  the  time  now  lost  could 
be  utilised  under  a  legally  restricted  day.*' 

The  point  of  that  statement  was  that  the 
average  time  now  being  worked  in-  col- 
lieries, partly  through  the-  axrangemeikt 
as   to   stop   days   and   partly   throuf^ 
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broken  days  from  causes  over  which  the 
colliery  companies  had  no  control,  was 
largely  under  the  eight  hours  proposed 
by  the  Bill.  If  that  were  so,  taking  the 
country  as  a  whole,  there  would  be  no 
reduction  of  output  under  the  Bill,  and  as 
a  consequence  no  increase  in  the  price  of 
coal.     That  seemed  obvious. 

^  Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  The  miners  do  not  work 
on  Saturday.    *^ 

s  ^ 

*Mr.  KEIR"  HARDIE  said  they  did 
not  require  to  work  on  Saturday.  Let 
them  take  Scotland.  At  the  present 
time,  during  the  past  few  months,  twenty 
collieries  had  been  closed  down  altogether 
owing  to  the  falling  off  of  the  demand. 
In  all  the  districts  in  Scotland  the  time 
worked  was  under  four  days  a  week. 
The  men  were  perfectly  willing  to  work 
five  and  a  half  days  a  week,  eleven 
days  a  fortnight,  if  there  was  a  demand 
for  them  to  do  so.  His  contention 
was  that  under  the  Bill,  instead  of  working 
three  and  a  half  days  of  nine  hours 
each  per  week,  they  would  have  to  work 
four  or  five  days  if  the  demand  was 
the  same  under  the  eight-hours  day  of 
the  Bill.  But  he  would  take  again 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  as  meeting 
the  point  just  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  :  this  was  what  the  Com- 
mittee said — 

"  The  hours  of  labour  in  mines  at  j^roscnt 
vary  from  six  and  a  half  in  Durham  to  ten  hours 
in  MonmoutlLshire." 

Ho  asked  the  hon.  Member's  attention 
to  this  because  it  seemed  to  him  that 
this  bore  upon  the  point  he  had  just 
raised.     The  Report  went  on  to  say — 

"  After  dtKlu(;tinp  stop  days  and  short  days 
the  averapo  time  worked  is  forty-nine  hours  and 
iifty-three  minutes  a  week." 

Wliat  this  Bill  proposed  to  do  was  to 
strike  oil  the  one  hour  and  fifty- 
three  minutes  a  week,  and  that  being 
so  he  repeated  that  the  apprehensions 
which  had  been  raised  as  to  the  terrible 
effects  of  this  Bill  would  be  absolutely 
groundless. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  If  I  may  interrupt 
the  hon.  Gentleman  for  a  moment,  I 
should  like  to  remark  that  the  Notting- 
ham Minors'  Association  has  passed 
a    Resolution    that    no    pit    shall   work 

Mr.  Keir  Hard  ic- 


on a  Saturday,  and  no  pit  has  worked 
in  that  district  on  a  Saturday  for  many 
years. 

*Mr.   KEIR  HARDIE  said  he  quite 
understood,    but    he    was    afraid   that 
the  hon.  Member  had  not  been  listening 
to    what    he    had    been    reading.    The 
Committee  said  that  after  deducting  stop 
days  and  short  days  the  average  time 
worked  was  forty-nine  hours  and  fifty- 
three   minutes,   and  that   being  so  all 
that  this  Bill  proposed  to  do  was  to  strike 
off   one   hour   and    fifty-three   minutes 
a  week.    He  had  already  pointed  out 
that  with  the  broken  time  now  suffered 
the  actual  output  under  the  Bill  would 
not    be    reduced,    because    the    minen 
then  would  work  for  five  days  at  eight 
hours  instead  of  four  day^  at  ten  houn 
each,  as  in  the  case  of  Monmouthshiie. 
He  came  now  to  the  question  of  cost; 
that  was  the  crux  of  the  debate.    The 
great   question   was   whether    the  Bill 
would  increase  the  cost  of  production. 
Obviously  if  it  did   not   decrease  the 
output  it  would  not  increase  the  cost 
of  production,  and  their  argument  vaa 
that  in  the  working  of  the  Bill  it  would 
not  increase  the  cost  except  in  certain 
districts.     It  would  do  so,  of  couise.  so 
far  as  South  Wales  was  concerned,  but 
not  in  other  cases.    Let  them  assume 
that  there  would  be  a  slight  increase 
of  cost  under  the  Bill  owing    to  the 
reduction  of  two  hours  per  week.    The 
profits  now  being  made  in  the  coal  trade 
were  more  than  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
the  increase  in  the  cost.    He  had  in  hia 
hand  a  return  from  the   balance  sheets 
of  some  twenty  of  the  leading  coUieiy 
companies  of  Orcat^  Britain.    He  would 
not  trouble   the  House  by  reading  the 
whole   list,  but  he  would  like   to  give 
figures  showing  the  premium  at  which 
the  shares  of  these  companies  were  now 
being  sold  in  the  market,  the  purchase 
of  shares  being  a  very  fair  indication 
of  the  earning  power  of  the  colliery— 
the   dividend   earning  power.    He  had 
made  a  selection  from  aU  parts,  England, 
Scotland,    and    Wales.    The    shares  of 
the   Ashley   Tidsley   Colliery   Oompanj 
were  selling  at  a  premium  of  205  per 
cent.    The   North  NavinUdon   Gollieiy, 
Limited,    that   was   a    Welsh   oonoem, 
their  preference  shares  were  selling  st 
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^Company,  Limited,  they  were  selling 
at  118|  per  cent.  The  Colliery^Company 
shares  were  selling  at  335  per  cent. 
The  Fife  Colliery  Company,  Limited — 
that  was  a  colliery  working  in  a  district 
in  which  the  eight-hour  day  had  been 
in  operation  for  thirty  years — were  selling 
their  shares  at  a  premium  of  500  per  cent. 
Another  coal  and  iron  company  was 
175  per  cent.,  and  Wilson  Clyde  Coal 
Company,  Scotland,  was  321  per  cent. 
He  submitted  that  assuming  there  would 
be  a  slight  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
production  of  coal  owing  to  the  operation 
of  this  Bill,  the  enormous  profits  which 
were  now  being  made  by  these  concerns, 
and  which  had  been  continuously  earned 
for  the  past  twelve  or  fourteen  years, 
could  be  taxed  to  meet  the  extra  cost 
without  calling  upon  the  consumer  to 
pay  one  single  farthing  extra.  Perhaps 
that  could  best  be  shown  if  he  took  a 
concrete  case.  He  had  compiled  from 
nine  collieries  in  Durham,  where  the 
working  day  of  the  hewer  was  six  and  a 
half  hours,  figures  taken  from  their  own 
balance  sheets  for  the  year  1906.  The 
average  selling  price  of  coal  in  Durham 
for  that  year  was  6s.  5d.  per  ton  at  the 
pit  top.  The  profits  from  these  collieries 
declared  upon  them  after  providing  for 
depreciation,  sinking  fund,  mineral  royal- 
ties and  other  charges,  were  £753,000,  and 
the  output  was  just  over  14,000,000  tons. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  was 
37,617.  The  averai^e  profit  returned  from 
these  collieries  worked  out  at  just  a  trifie 
over  Is.  per  ton.  The  profit  per  miner 
employed  in  those  collieries  was  X:?0  Cs  4d. 
per  annum.  The  dividends  paid  worked 
.  out  at  an  average  of  X20  Os.  4d.  a  year  for 
each  man  and  boy  employed  in  the  nine 
collieries.  Therefore,  he  submitted  that 
even  assimiing  that  this  Bill  would  in- 
crease the  cost  of  production  there  was  a 
clear  and  ample  margin  to  draw  upon, 
without  adding  one  pe.iny  either  to  the 
cost  of  the  coal  of  the  labourer,  of  the 
poor  in  our  big  cities,  or  for  our  manu- 
facturers. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY  (Great 
Grimsby)  :  The  price  of  coal  is  much  too 
high  now. 

;  ♦Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  Exactly  so. 
Lest  it  should  be  said  that  the  figures 
were  abnormal  and  peculiar  to  one  year 


he  wished  to  quote  two  sets  of  figures  from 
the  Newcastle  Chronicle  of  22nd  June, 
1 908,  ten  days  ago.  They  gave  first  of  all 
the  profits  of  a  Welsh  colliery  company. 
They  did  not  give  the  name.  It  appeared 
in  the  commercial  column  of  the  NewcasUe 
Chronicle,  and  might  be  taken  as  genuine. 
In  1904-5  the  dividends  on  that  colliery, 
paid  by  that  colliery  company,  amounted 
to  £74,000;  in  1906,  £89,000;  in  1907, 
£128,000  ;  in  1908,  £183,000.  That  was 
a  progressive  increase  each  year  for  this 
Welsh  coal  company.  Now  he  came  to  a 
North  Country  coal  company,  the  figures 
being  taken  from  the  same  source.  In 
1904-5  the  profits  of  the  North  Country 
coal  company  were  £88,000  ;  the  name 
in  this  case,  as  in  the  ether,  was  not 
given.  The  profits  in  1906,  were  £161,000 
in  1908,  £266,000. 

'^iViscouNT  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone)  :  Has  the  hon.  Gentleman  got 
the  figures  for  1890  ? 

*Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  he  was  giving 
the  figures  up  to  last  year  ;  1890  was  a 
long  way  back.  It  was  eighteen  years 
ago  ;  it  was  ancient  history.  He  had 
said,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  that  the 
profit  during  the  past  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  had  been  the  best  ever  known  in 
any  similar  period  of  the  history  of 
the  coal  trade  of  this  country.  And  it 
should  be  remembered  that  these  were 
the  years  in  which  rum  was  pre- 
dicted because  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Bill  and  other  measures 
of  that  land.  On  that  point  might  he 
quote  an  authority  which  he  thought 
would  still  carry  weight  with  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Conservative  side 
of  the  House.  This  measure  had  been 
before  Parliament  now  for  twenty-one 
years.  In  1887  the  late  Stephen  William- 
son was  requested  by  the  Scottish  miners 
to  introduce  an  Amendment  into  the  Mines 
Regulation  Bill,  then  going  through  the 
House,  in  favour  of  eight  hours  a  day  for 
boys  in  Scotland.  It  was  defeated.  In 
the  following  year  he  wTote  to  the  late 
Mr.  Gladstone,  and  also  to  the  late  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill,  asking  for  their 
opinion  and  attitude  towards  the  Eight 
Hours  Bill  of  the  Miners.  In  the  course 
of  a  lengthy  reply.  Lord  Randolph 
Churchill  wrote  as  follows— 

"  As  at  present  informed,  I  know  iiothing 
which  will  prevent  me  from   voting  for  t|io 


1287  Coal  Mines  (Eight  {COMMONS} 


Hours)  BUI. 


1S88 


principle  of  such  a  measure  whiuh  might 
be  submitted  to  Parliament,  provided  that  the 
persons  who  are  qualified  and  competent  to 
speak  directly  on  behalf  of  the  Labour  interest 
)  in  its  favour.'* 


That  condition  this  year  at  least  was 
fulfilled  in  regard  to  the  Miners  Eight- 
Hours  Bill.  His  hon.  friends  opposite, 
who  had  so  long  and  so  ably  conducted 
their  opposition  to  this  matter,  were  now 
no  longer  in  opposition.  They  had, 
therefore,  unanimity  in  regard  to  it. 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill  went  on  to  say : 

**  Eight  hours  labour,  eight  hours  sleep,  and 
eight  hours  mental  and  bodily  recreation  seem 
to  me  to  be  an  ideal  which  a  democratic  legisla- 
ture in  its  care  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
people  may  wisely  and  profitably  endeavour 
to  aim  at." 

Then  he  further  goes  on  to  point  out — 

"  If  that  tends  to  a  diminution  of  the  great 
mass  of  unemployed  at  present  existing,  as 
might  be  reasonably  expected,  and  also  probably 
to  a  diminution,  though  not  necessarily  a  large 
diminution,  of  the  profits  of  the  capitalists, 
the  latter  disadvantage,  if  disadvantage  it 
be,  would  be  largely  outweighed  by  the  very 
great  social  and  political  advantages  which 
would  be  secured  by  the  establishment  of  a 
higher  standard  of  comfort  and  contentment 
among  our  labouring  population.*' 

That  was  their  case  to-day.  It  might  be 
that  the  Bill  would  make  slight  inroads 
on  the  profits  now  being  made  on  the 
coal  mines.  But  against  that  loss  to 
individuals  they  placed  the  welfare  of 
nearly  1,000,000  of  their  workpeople. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  on  his  right  had 
said  that  industry  was  being  crippled 
through  the  high  price  of  coal.  He 
agreed.  They  were  not  responsible  for 
that.  The  profits  in  the  North  of 
England  on  coal  getting  had  in  some 
cases  increased  by  over  100  per  cent. 
The  dividends  had  doubled,  and  there 
was  a  5  per  cent,  increase  on  the  wages 
of  the  men.  There  went  to  the  men  5  per 
cent,  increase,  and  to  the  coal  owner 
100  per  cent,  increase.  These  were  the 
men  who,  out  of  their  bloated  dividends, 
were  providing  the  money  to  mislead 
the  country  in  regard  to  this  measure. 
He  had  seen  many  statements  in  regard 
to  Bills  before  that  House,  but  nothing 
more  absurdly  ridiculous  had  been  said 
about  any  measure  than  had  been  said 
about  the  present  Bill  at  election  time. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  there  was 
not  a  man  on  those  benches  or  among 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Bill 
who  would  go  into  a  mining  constituency 
Mr.  Keir  Hardie. 


and  repeat  the  statements  he  had  made 
in  that  House.  For  twenty-one  years 
the  colliers  of  the  country,  by  an  ove^ 
whelming  majority,  and  now  with  unani- 
mity, had  asked  Parliament  to  pass  this 
Bill.  What  was  the  alternative!  The 
House  might  refuse  to  pass  the  Bill,  or 
the  House  might  so  amend  it  as  to  make 
it  impossible  for  the  miners  to  accept  it. 
What  was  the  alternative  I  The  minors 
were  determined  to  have  the  eight  hours 
day  either  by  the  peaceful  methods  of 
legislation,  or  by  the  more  barbarous 
method  of  a  strike.  If  a  strike  occuiied  it 
would  not  be  merely  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire,  Durham  and  Northumberland, 
or  Scotland  and  Wales,  which  would 
strike,  but  it  would  be  the  whole  country, 
and  every  colliery  in  Great  Britain  would 
come  to  a  stop  until  the  eight  hours  day 
had  been  won.  Surely  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  feared  the  effect  of  this  measure 
upon  trade,  could  hardly  contem^ta  a 
crisis  of  that  kind  with  equanimity. 
Then  as  to  the  argument  about  the  poor. 
Last  winter  when  there  was  a  slight  spell 
of  cold  in  this  city  of  London,  these  men 
who  controlled  the  markets  doubled  the 
price  of  coal  to  the  poor  in  order  to 
enhance  their  own  ungodly  profits. 
Knowing  what  the  effect  of  the  Bill  would 
be,  knowing  it  would  bring  a  release  from 
imprisonment  in  the  mines  to  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  sturdy,  honest  dec«it 
fellows,  knowing  also  that  our  industries 
would  not  suffer,  and  that  the  price  of 
coal  would  not  be  increased,  they  asked, 
the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  in  such  a  form 
as  would  give  this  long  desired  refom 
and  prevent  the  greatest  industiial  dis- 
pute of  which  this  country  had  any 
record. 

Mr.  OSMOND  WILLIAMS  vMerioneth- 
shire)  said  he  looked  upon  this  subject  froa 
a  different  standpoint  izom  that  tahta 
by  his  hon.  friend  behind  him  and  theluA. 
Member  who  had  spoken  from  above  the 
gangway  opposite.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leeds  in  the  admiiaUe 
speech  which  he  made  a  fortniglit  ago. 
He  was  particularly  interested  in  tbt 
passage  of  his  remarks  which  show*' 
how  the  moral,  intellectual^  iand  mU 
condition  of  the  younger  geacsatknci 
miners  would  be  enormously  impn'W 
by  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  He  wsMSMi 
the  Bill  because  he  thougkt  h  W  ■* 
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attempt  to  define  the  relationship  between 
capital  and  labour.  In  de&iing  the 
reUtion  between  capital  and  labour  they 
ought  to  begin  by  finding  a  way  to  make 
the  labourer  more  comfortable  and  a 
more  worthy  citizen.  When  a  man  had 
been  an  excessive  number  of  hours  at 
labour  he  went  out  of  it  fagged,  his  brain 
too  tired  to  think.  It  was  a  reasonable 
division  that  he  should  have  eight  hours 
work,  eight  hours  sleep,  and  eight  hours 
to  do  what  he  pleased.  This  question 
interested  him  not  so  much  because  of  the 
long  hours  of  the  labourer,  but  because 
when  he  looked  round  Christendom,  with 
its  two  or  three  hundred  millions  of  in- 
habitants, he  found  thata  hundred  millions 
at  least  did  not  get  enough  to  eat  from 
January  to  December.  In  Great  Britain, 
with  its  forty-four  odd  millions  of  in- 
habitants, he  did  not  think  it  was  any 
exaggeration  to  say  that  ten  millions  at 
least  got  up  in  the  morning  and  went 
to  bed  at  night,  having  spent  the  whole 
day  without  getting  bread  enough  to 
live  on.  It  was  impossible  for  these 
people  to  make  intellectual  or  moral 
progress.  They  had  not,  as  Charles 
Lamb  said,  been  brought  up  but  dragged 
up.  They  had  never  had  a  fair  chance. 
They  had  been  starved,  mind  and  body. 
He  was  perfectly  certain  the  only  way  for 
them  to  meet  the  question  was  to  look  it 
squarely  in  the  face,  and,  if  they  possibly 
could,  extend  the  eight-hours  movement 
to  every  other  trade  in  Great  Britain, 
Putting  aside  all  theories,  every  true 
lover  of  progress  would  admit  that  the 
mainspring  of  progress  was  good  wages. 
The  shilling  or  half-crown  which 
was  left  over  after  the  bills  were 
paid  on  Saturday  night  meant  education, 
self-respect,  and  manhood.  It  filled  a 
town  with  good  sanitary  dwellings,  and 
erected  public  libraries.  It  ensured  pro- 
gress and  guaranteed  it.  Hon.  (Jentle- 
men  opposite  said  that  the  Bill  would 
threaten  property  and  ruin  trade,  but, 
in  the  words  of  Bancroft,  the  fears  of 
one  class  were  not  the  measure  of 
the  rights  of  another.  Ihere  was  some- 
thing more  sacred  than  property, 
trade,  and  vested  interests.  He  believed 
in  trusting  the  people.  One  of  the 
characters  in  Disreali's  book,  "  Vivian 
Grey,"  said :  '*  The  people  are  not 
always  right."  Another  replied  :  '*  The 
people    are    seldom    wrong."    If    they 


trusted  the  people,  the  good  and  the 
bad,  the  wise  and  the  ignorant,  they 
would  not  necessarily  get  perfect  institu- 
tions, but  they  would  get  the  only  institu- 
tions possible  as  long  as  human  nature 
was  the  basis  and  the  only  foundation 
upon  which  they  built.  After  all,  what 
was  education  ?  It  was  not  Greek  and 
Latin  and  the  air-pump.  Book-learning 
did  not  make  5  per  cent,  of  the  mass  of 
commonsense  that  made  the  world, 
transacted  its  business,  and  trebled  its 
power  over  nature.  The  ideal  Scots- 
man was  not  a  scholar.  Two-thirds  of 
the  inventions  which  had  made  Great 
Britain  the  workshop  of  the  world  did  not 
come  from  the  colleges  or  schools  of 
science,  but  had  struggled  up,  forcing  their 
way  through  all  obstacles ;  our  workshops 
and  not  our  colleges  had  made  Great 
Britain  the  mistress  of  the  world.  Sel- 
bome,  perhaps  the  profoundest  scholar 
of  his  time,  said  :  "  No  man  is  wiser  for 
his  learning."  He  thought  that  was 
probably  merely  an  echo  of  the  old  Saxon 
proverb,  which  said  :  **  No  fool  is  a  perfect 
fool  until  he  learns  Latin." 

Mr.  PARKES  (Birmingham,  Central) 
said  the  speech  they  had  just  listened  to 
was  exceedingly  eloquent,  but  it  had  very 
little  to  do  with  the  Eight  Hours  Bill. 
It  was  rather  inconsistent  of  the  Home 
Secretary  and  the  Under-Secretary  when, 
on  a  previous  occasion,  they  said  that  they 
on  the  Unionist  side  of  the  House  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  oppose  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  Now  that  they  understood 
the  position,  and  did  take  the  trouble, 
they  were  taunted  with  their  inconsist- 
ency, an  inconsistency  brought  about 
entirely  from  the  fact  that  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  public  understood  the 
question  for  the  first  time.  After  all, 
the  question  was  not  altogether  what  the 
front  bench  thought  or  what  the  back 
benches  thought.  The  absolute  question 
they  had  to  consider  was — ^woiJd  this 
Bill  decrease  the  quantity  of  coal,  would 
it  increase  the  price,  and  was  it 
approved  by  the  commercial  community  ? 
^ything  that  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  of 
the  miner  in  particular,  he  would  not 
oppose,  but  the  question  was  whether 
the  Bill  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
as  a  whole.  He  very  much  doubted  i1^ 
and  he  did  not  think_  at^  present ^  Ite 
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case  for  the  Bill  had  been 
out.  The  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
had  indulged  in  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
strikes  which  was  a  little  out  of  place 
in  a  discussion  of  that  kind.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  right  to 
put  a  pistol  at  the  head  of  those 
who  opposed  the  Bill  and  the  public 
generally  by  saying  that  if  the  Bill  was 
not  accepted  there  would  be  a  devastating 
strike  throughout  the  couutr>\  He  be- 
lieved there  was  a  quite  sufficient 
spirit  of  arbitration  and  conciliation 
amongst  the  miners  and  the  proprietors 
of  coal  mines  to  settle  any  question  in 
dispute  without  going  to  the  arbitrament 
of  a  strike.  He  did  not  anticipate  for  a 
moment  if  they  could  not  settle  it  in  that 
House  that  it  was  without  the  bounds  of 
settlcmont  outside  in  a  conciliatory 
manner.  The  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  had 
also  spoken  of  the  dividends  of  the  mines. 
That  was  not  the  question.  The  question 
before  them  was  not  what  dividends  the 
<-oal  proprietors  got,  but  whether  the 
Bill  would  increase  the  cost  of  coal  to  the 
public.  H  the  hon.  Member  had  given 
tlioin  the  di  videnls  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  yours  of  those  particular  mines,  there 
might  have  been  a  little  more  consis- 
toDcy.  It  was  often  the  case  in  the  coal  as 
well  as  ill  the  iron  trade,  of  which  he  knew 
t^omcthiiig,  that  they  might  go  for  years 
without  gt^tting  any  dividends  whatever, 
and  tln'jL  there  might  be  a  few  years  of 
improvciiKMit.  That  way  the  case,  he 
believed,  with  the  coal  mines.  In  the 
last  four  or  five  years  th(^y  had  had  a 
boom.  ])ut  how  did  they  g«»t  on  for  years 
and  yciii-s  before  that  boom  ?  Unless  a 
boom  came  in  some  businesses  in  this 
country,  it  would  be  very  bad  for  them. 
The  riulcr-J^ecretarv  for  the  Home 
])cj)iirtmvi)v  had  mentioned  sixty  hours 
in  th<^  factories.  Was  that  a  con- 
sistent analogy  to  the  forty-three  hours 
a  week  in  the  mines  {  No.  Any  trade 
which  only  worked  forty-three  hours  in  the 
week  could  not  be  said  to  be  in  a  state  of 
over- work.  They  were  iudi»bted  very 
much  to  the  Home  Secretary  for  appoint- 
ing the  Departmental  Conmiittee.  The 
right  hon.  (ientlomau  himself  had 
rath(»r  sncrrcd  at  the  late  opposition 
which  came  in  like  a  flood  in  February, 
l)ecause  of  the  Coal  Consumers'  League, 
but  the  great  trades  of  the  country,  depu- 
tations of  which  came  to  him  so  numer- 
Mr.  P.irkes, 


ously  that  they  had  sometimes  to    be 
lumped  together  in  order  to  get  time  for 
hearing,  were  not  moved  by  the  Coal 
Consumers'  League  in  the  slightest  degree. 
He  attended  one  or  two  of  those  deputa- 
tions, and  the  one  he  referred  to  speciallr 
was  concerned  with  the  iron,  steel,  and 
allied    trades.    They    were    unanimous 
against  the  Bill,  and  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would    greatly    increase    the     cost   of 
coal.      They  were  opposed  to  the  Bill 
not     because      they     wanted     to    do 
any      harm      to      the      miners,     but 
simply  because  they  thought  it  would 
interfere  with  the  trade  of  the  country. 
He  remembered  men  getting  up  and  giving 
their  evidence  as  to  what  they  thought 
would  be  the  effect,  and  one  after  another 
said  it  would  interfere  to  this  extent. 
The  co3t  of  the   coal  used  in  various 
processes  of  manufacture  was  from  4  to 
16  tons  per  ton  of  finished  iron.    Suppose 
the  increase  was  not  Is.  or  Is.  6d.,  but 
6d.   or    9d.    Would   anyone   say  when 
they  had  multiplied  by  4  or  16  what  the  in- 
crease would  be  on  the  cost  of  manufac- 
ture ?   These  manufacturers  had  not  only 
to  compete  with  the  home  producers,  but 
also  with  an  increasingly  severe  com- 
petition from  abroad,  and  if  they  went 
on  protecting  the  labour  of  this  country 
in  this  way,  so  as  to  increase  the  cost 
of  the  articles  produced,  the  tendency 
would  be  to  reduce  the  production  of 
those    particular   articles   and   in  that 
way  add  to  the  number  of  the  unem- 
ployed.    The  Under-Secretary  had  put 
forward  two  great  reasons  in  favour  of 
the    Bill,  namely,    the   severity  of  the 
labour    and   the    great    discomfort    it 
caused  to  tho  miners.    He  (Mr.  Paikes) 
ha<l    made    particular    inquiries     with 
regard   to  the  severity  of  the  labour. 
He  found  that  the  man  in  a  coal  mine 
who  was  promoted  to  be  a  hewer  of 
coal   would  not   on   any  consideration 
if  he  could  help  it  go  and  work  on  the 
top  or  on  the  bank.    As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  health  of  the  miner  waa  very 
much    better   than   the   health   of  the 
average   worker  in  other   trades;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,    his   health    aa  far  as 
longevity  was  concerned  was  above  that 
of  the  man  who  worked  oh  the  bank. 
Whatever    test    they    gave    to    healtk 
they    would     find     that  '  the     miiien 
stood  in  a  very  good  position. •  With 
regard  to  discomfort  he  knew -that  tte 
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miner  would  sooner   be   down  the  pit 
during    the    hard   winter    than  follow- 
ing    any   other    form    of   labour.      As 
to  the  severity  of  the  labour  and  the 
discomfort   arguments,  in   face  of  these 
facts  they  all  fell  to  the  ground.     There 
were   various   tests   which   they   ought 
to  apply  to  this  Bill.     First  of  all,  were 
the    men    overworked  ?    He    did    not 
think  that   a   man   who   worked   only 
forty-three  hours  a  week  could  be  said 
to     be    overworked.     Was    the    miner 
underpaid  ?     He    thought    they    might 
safely  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  best 
paid    employments    in    the    Kingdom. 
Was  mining  unhealthy  ?     The  statistics 
he  had  referred  to  and  the  Report   of 
the   Committee   proved  that   that  was 
not  the   case.     Was  the  mining  trade 
in   a  position  to  take  care   of  itself  ? 
There    was  no  trade  so    able  to  take 
care    of   itself.     One    of    the    greatest 
objections  to  the  Bill  was  that  it  im- 
posed   a    similarity    of    conditions    on 
different  districts.     They  could  not,  in 
consequence  of  the  different  conditions 
prevailing   in    different    parts    of    the 
country,  impose  one   set    of    conditions 
which    would    apply     satisfactorily    to 
all    districts.     The    district   he   had   in 
mind  was  South  Staffordshire  and  the 
Cannock  Pits.     It  was  said  that  the  coal 
miners    might    accelerate    their    speed 
of  work,   but   even   that  was  in  itself 
a  danger.     It  was  said   that  the   Bill 
would     greatly    decrease    the   tendency 
to  accidents,   but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
it  would  increase     that  tendency.  With 
regard    to    South   Staffordshire,    where 
they  worked  the  thick  coal,  the  two-shift 
System   would   be   entirely   inoperative. 
In  those  mines  there  had  to  be  a  great 
deal  of  repairing  done  to  the  roads  and 
parts  of  the  pits  between  the  shafts,  and 
that  trouble  was  quite  uniform  in  Stafford- 
shire.    If  that  part  of  the  operation  were 
hurried  and  not  properly  done  the  lives  of 
the  miners  would  be  in  danger.  Then  there 
was  another  thing  with  regard  to  South 
Staffordshire :  there    was  frequently  an 
enormous      quantity       of      water       in 
the    mines   which  had   to    be   pumped 
out    by    a    pumping    station   specially 
erected   for    that   purpose.     If    only  a 
few  of  those  pumps  were  stopped   the 
working     in     the     mines    would     also 
be  stopped.     If  the   Bill  were  carried 
in  the  way  it  was  drawn  it  simply  meant 


the   destruction   of   the   coal'  trade   in 
that  part  of  the  country.    He  thought 
the  opinion  of  the  experts  on  the  question 
in  Staffordshire  ought  to  be  taken  in 
preference  to  the  opinion  of  the  experts 
at  the  Home  Office,  and  of  other  people 
who  were  not  so  greatly  concerned  in 
the    trade    itself.       In      the  Cannock 
district,   for    example,   they  frequently 
worked  only  two  and  a  half  days  per 
week.     It  was  absolutely  a  season  trade, 
and  it  would  be  absurd  to  employ  two 
sets  of  men  when,  during  part  of  the 
year,    the    men    employed   could    only 
work  two  and  a  half  days  per  week. 
For   these  reasons   he  maintained   that 
it  was  impossible  to  frame  one  set  of 
conditions  in  a  universal  eight-hours  Bill 
which    would    be     suitable     to     every 
part  of  the  country.    A  good  deal  had 
been  made  of  the  mitigations  mentioned 
in  the  Bill.     At  the  present  time  the 
men    worked  forty-three  hours  and  so 
many   minutes   per  week,  and  it   was 
assumed  that  the  miners  would  work 
more  regularly  under  the  new  system. 
That,  however,  was  simply  an  assump- 
tion.    He   did   not   think   himself   that 
the   men    would    be  absent  from  work 
less   under  the  new  system  than  under 
the  old.     The   hon.    Member   for  South 
Glamorgan  had  referred  to  the  opinions 
of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  said 
that  they  were  dragooned  by  the  Coal 
Owners'  Association,  and    other    similar 
bodies.       Could    they    imagine    200    or 
300     gentlemen    from     different    parts 
of     the      country,      representing      the 
various    Chambers    of    Commerce,      all 
classes  and  trades,  and  altogether  inde- 
pendent   of    politics,    being    dragooned 
by  the   Coal  Owners'  Association  '     He 
would      say     that      if     any     body    of 
men  in  this    country  was    qualified  to 
give  an  impartial  opinion,  entirely  free 
from    party  bias,  and  which  might  be 
taken  as  the  commercial  Parliament  of 
this    country,    it    was    the    Associated 
Chambers    of    Commerce.      That    body 
decided    almost     imanimously   to    con- 
demn this  Eight  Hours  Bill  for  Miners. 
It    was    absolutely     a    slur     upon    the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  of   the  country 
to  say  they  were  dragooned  by  the  Coal 
Owners'  Association.     He  did  not  think 
any  case  had  been    made    out  for  the 
Bill.      If  the    eight   hours   limit    were 
imposed    the    trade    would  _j^be.    very 
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seriously  injured.  Every  year  com- 
petition was  becoming  more  and  more 
severe;  if  any  hon.  Member  doubted 
that  statement  let  him  go  into  the  iron  and 
steel  districts  and  he  would  see  what 
they  had  to  contend  with  at  the  present 
time.  These  were  the  questions  they  had 
to  look  at.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
commercial  opinion  of  the  country  was 
fully  represented  in  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  this  question.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  taunt  the  Opposition  with  not  opposing 
the  Bill  before.  They  did  not  oppose  it 
simply  because  they  did  not  understand 
it;  the  Departmental  Committee  had 
been  the  means  of  their  understanding 
it,  and  now  that  they  did  understand 
it  they  were  opposed  to  it  with 
all  their  might.  There  were  times 
when  the  House  of  Commons  did 
not  represent  the  opinion  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  say  there  were  not 
commercial  men  there  who  had  opinions 
of  their  own,  but  the  visible  manifesta- 
tions of  those  opinions  was  sadly  lack- 
ing upon  commercial  questions.  There- 
fore, he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  be 
taunted  with  having  abstained  from 
opposition  in  the  past  and  now  rising  to 
protest  against  the  Bill.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  some  of  the  districts  would  have  to 
work  longer  hours  than  this  Bill  proposed, 
whilst  other  districts  would  have  to 
work  shorter  hours.  Almost  every  dis- 
trict had  conditions  peculiar  to  itself. 
They  had  their  own  way  of  working  in  a 
particular  mine,  and  why  should  they 
not  arrange  some  principle  by  which 
such  cases  could  be  met  ?  It  was  fatal 
to  the  whole  thing  to  have  one  cast- 
iron  set  of  regulations  supposed  to  meet 
all  the  varying  conditions  of  mining. 
They  ought  certainly  to  have  some 
arrangement  by  which  each  particular 
district  could  be  dealt  with  on  its 
merits.  He  knew  there  were  some 
cases  of  hardship  in  South  Wales,  but 
why  could  not  those  particular  districts 
be  put  into  a  different  position  ?  Why 
should  they  desire  to  apply  this  hard  and 
fast  cast-iron  system  to  the  whole  country? 
By  doing  so  they  would  wreck  the 
interests  of  the  country  as  a  whole 
and  fail  to  give  that  prosperity  to 
the  people  which  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  all  legislation.  In  this  measure 
they  were  considering  the  interests  of  a 
small   section  of  the  commimity  which 
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was  well  able  to  take  care  of  itnll 
It  was  a  trade  whidh  was  well  paid  and 
healthy,  and  in  which  the  men  were  oa 
good  terms  with  their  employers.  It 
was  really  42,000,000  people  againit 
1,000,000,  and  by  passing  the  M 
in  its  present  form  they  were  ova* 
looking  the  interests  of  the  42,000,000 
in  favour  of  the  infinitely  smaller  number 
who  were  well  able  to  take  care  of  than- 
selves  and  whose  grievances  could  be 
settled  without  this  Bill  in  its  present 
form. 

Mr.  MABEHAM  said  that  there  bad 
been  considerable  argument  about  tbe 
price  of  coal  under  uie  operation  of  aa 
Eight  Hours  BiU.  All  prices  were  men 
speculation  and  must,  of  course,  be  dete^ 
mined  by  the  state  of  the  market  bx  tbe 
time  being.  It  was  impossible  and  indeed 
ridiculous  that  any  Member  of  the  Home 
should  say  that  the  price  of  coal  would 
increase  28.  or  3s.  per  ton  in  conaeqinence 
of  the  Bill,  because  that  entiielydepiBadBd 
on  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  For 
example,  the  supply  had  only  to  be  a 
little  behind  the  demand  for  prices  to  liee 
out  of  all  proportion.  Therefore,  those  wbo 
spent  their  lives  in  and  about  coal  minei 
had  to  consider  the  actual  cost  of  woddng 
an  eight-hours  day  as  compared  witb  the 
present  S3rstem.  Whether  the  price  of 
coal  would  increase  by  reason  of  the 
reduced  output  which  would  inevitably 
follow  depended  upon  the  state  of  tlM 
market  for  the  time  being.  If  an  oj^ 
hours  day  had  been  pasMd  in  the  int 
session  of  this  Parliament  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  price  of  coal  nu^ 
have  been  30s.  a  ton  instead  of  lOi. 
The  coal  trade  was  now  in  a  depnwd 
condition.  He  was  very  sony  indeed 
to  notice  that  the  Labour  Members  wire 
not  present  in  larger  numben  in  aa 
important  debate  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  glover  (St. Helens):  TbibUhm 
Members  are  absent  because  ihayannoff 
holding  a  meeting. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  that  it  vaa 
a  very  poor  excuse  «id  a  viery  poer 
argument  when  an  impovtenb  BBl  vaa 
down  for  consideration  to  nj  tliat  kaa. 
Members  were  attending  WM>fli«r  iiumtiM 
The  effect  of  this  Bil^  so  ias  aa  SooSi 
Wales  was  concerned,  would   bo  TOJ 
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amouB  and  there  would  be  a  large  reduc- 
tionCn  the  output  there.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Bosworth  division  and 
himself  were  directors  of  a  large  company 
in  South  Wales  which  produced  over 
1,500,000  tons  of  coal  per  annum.  The 
House  was  aware  what  the  hon.  Baronet 
said  about  the  profits  of  the  coal  trade, 
and  he  would  like  to  give  his  own 
experience  of  the  profits  of  mines  with 
which  he  had  been  concerned  during  the 
last  five  years.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Glamorganshire  had  given  the 
case  of  two  collieries  in  South  Wales 
as  if  they  were  tjrpical  of  the  whole 
coal  •  mining  industry.  They  did  not 
show  a  fair  average  of  the  coal-mining 
industry.  The  hon.  Member  ought  to 
have  taken  the  whole  of  the  South  Wales 
mines  if  he  wished  to  show  the  fair  average. 
Instead  of  doing  so,  he  had  taken  two  of 
the  best  mines.  In  the  case  of  one  of  the 
mines  the  whole  of  the  capital  had  been 
built  up  by  not  spending  any  money  on 
capital  account  and  by  paying  no  dividend 
for  a  long  series  of  years.  All  these  matters 
seemed  never  to  have  occurred  to  hon. 
Members  who  talked  on  the  question. 
The  collieries  he  was  connected  with 
during  the  last  five  years  had  raised 
13,802,149  tons,  they  had  paid  in 
wages  £3,596,190,  and  in  dividends 
£443,600.  The  average  profit  over  the 
past  five  years  amounted  |to  7*7d.  per 
ton  in  dividends.  The  Socialist  Party 
told  them  that  the  men  received  5  per 
cent,  and  the  owners  95  per  cent.  The 
figures  he  had  quoted  showed  that  for 
every  £1  paid  in  wages  the  companies  got 
2s.  6d,,  or  in  other  words  for  every  £100 
paid  in  wages  the  profit  was  £12  10s.  If 
a  Socialistic  Government  took  over  the 
mines,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil  desired,  there  would  only  be  an 
addition  of  £12  10s.  on  every  £100  paid  in 
wages  at  the  present  time.  That  was,  of 
course,  after  allowing  for  all  the  cost  of 
equipping  and  sinking  collieries  and 
interest  on  the  capital  involved.  In 
addition  to  that  he  contended  that  in 
many  cases  collieries  did  not  set  aside 
sufficient  money  for  depreciation.  There 
was  no  use  referring  to  special  collieries. 
Coal-mining  depended  on  whether  the 
conditions  were  favourable.  Good  col- 
lieries could  make  money  while  other 
collieries   adjoining   lost    money.    What 


they  could  only  arrive  at  was  the  average, 
and  though  his  own  experience  might 
be  wrong  he  believed  that  in  the  last 
twenty  years  the  profit  made  in  coal 
mining  on  the  average  was  not  6  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  value.  It  was  not  more 
in  the  companies  with  which  he  was 
associated.  In  his  opinion  the  ques- 
tion of  cost  entailed  by  the  Bill  depended 
entirely  upon  the  men  themselves.  In 
South  Wales  the  men  worked  longer 
hours  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country,  except  some  districts  of  Lanca- 
shire, where  they  were  practically  the 
same.  Even  in  Wales,  where  the  men 
had  always  raised  every  possible  obstacle 
to  the  introduction  of  modem  methods 
of  working,  and  where  great  difficulties 
existed  for  colliery  managers  and  those 
connected  with  the  undertakings,  he 
believed  if  this  Bill  came  into  operation 
and  the  men  met  the  coal-owners  fairly 
in  the  matter  by  the  introduction  of 
double  shifts,  there  would  not  be,  so 
far  as  South  Wales  was  concerned,  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  coal.  It  would 
be  asked  at  once,  ''  Where  are  the  men 
who  are  going  to  work  the  double  shifts  1 " 
He  might  say  that  in  the  case  of  a  colliery 
with  which  he  was  associated  there  was 
one  of  the  most  able  general  colliery 
managers  in  the  country,  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  after  going  carefully  through 
the  figures,  that  even  in  the  pits  with 
which  his  company  was  associated,  if 
they  could  work  double  shifts  with  the 
men  they  now  had  they  would  reduce 
the  cost  by  at  least  Is.  per  ton.  That 
was  to  say,  if,  when  the  Eight  Hours 
Bill  came  into  effect,  they  closed  hall 
the  working  places  in  which  coal  was  got 
and  worked  double  shifts,  the  cost  of 
getting  coal  would  not  be  increased 
beyond  what  it  was  to-day.  The  men 
in  South  Wales,  however,  would  not 
accept  this  as  they  did  in  the  Midlands, 
Warwickshire  and  Nottingham.  So  far 
as  he  was  concerned  he  did  not  think 
that  his  imion  friends  could  say  that 
he  had  been  hostile  to  their  programme, 
that  the  men  should  receive  a  decent 
living  wage,  irrespective  of  the  selling 
price  of  the  commodity  under  the  old 
sliding  scale,  but  he  said  that  under 
the  ridiculous  system  now  in  force  in 
South  Wales  the  cost  of  getting  coal  must 
be  enormously  out  of  proportion  to  what 
it  ought  to  be.    He  was  not  sure  but 
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that  t!.o  cost  of  getting  a  ton  of  coal 
in  South  Wales  to-day  was  50  per  cent, 
more  than  in  the  Midlands,  where  the 
conditions    were    practically    the    same. 
So   far  as  the   miners  were   concerned 
they  had  pursued  a   more   enlightened 
c'ourse  in  the  Midlands  than  in  South 
Wales.     The  coal-owners  in  the  Midlands 
liad    always    been    treated    with    what 
he  might  term  good  common  sense  in 
the  management  of  their  collieries.     He 
might  say  that  in  a  colliery  with  which 
he  was  connected  in  the  Midlands  he  did 
not  think  that  on  the  average  the  cost 
would   be   increased   3d.    per   ton.     He 
thought    that    the    maximum    increase 
in  the  cost  might  be  6d.,  and  that  was 
in   a   case  where   the   mining  face  was 
at    a    considerable    distance    from    the 
shaft.     In  Yorkshire,  AVarwickshirc,  and 
Derbyshire,    they    were    able    to    work 
double   shifts  and  reduce  the   expense. 
In  some  cases  they  would  be  able  to 
work    three    shifts.     The    difficulty    in 
getting  coal  depended  as  he  had  said 
upon  the  men  who  were  at  the  working 
face.     He    believed    that    the    cost    of 
getting  coal  in  South  Wales  would  be 
increased  by  at  least  Is.  per  ton,  while 
in  the  Midlands  the  increased  cost  would 
be    approximat<ily    3d.    per   ton,    or   in 
certain  collieries  a  maxinmm  of  6d.  per 
Uyn,     It    had    been    said   that    this    in- 
creased cost  of  getting  coal  would  place 
the    manufacturers   of   this   country   at 
a  disadvantage  in  competing  with  the 
manufacturers  of  the  world.     Reference 
liad  been  made  to  the  effect  on  the  iron 
industry  and  other  industries  by  reason 
of  this  interference  with  the  hours  of 
labour.     What  were  the  facts  ?     He  had 
been  down  coal   mines  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  he  believed  he  was  correct 
in    saying   that    with    the    exception  of 
the  mines  «>f  Pennsylvania  no  coal  was 
worked  so.  cheaply  as  in  this  country, 
and    therefore    even    with    from    3d.    to 
()d.  added  in  some  casos  to  the  present 
pric<^    of   gottiiitr   ('o;il    that   would    still 
leave  us  far  and  away  above  our  com-  j 
petitors   who  were   to-day  taking   large 
supplies  from  this  coniitry  and  paying 
freight  and  raihvav  char^res  in  adtlititMi 
to   the   price   of   the   coal.     We   had   in 
this  country  abundance  of  ;^ood   steam 
coal.     The    hon.    ^rember    for    Merthyr 
Tvdvil  had  spoken  of  two  distinct  classes 
of  coUirries.  one  producing  strain    coal 
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and   the   other   produciiig   house  coil. 
During  the  summer  months  the  house 
coal  mines  worked  short  time  became 
there   was   no   market   for   what  they 
produced.    The  production  of  the  steam 
coal  collieries  was  fairly  even  in  both 
the    winter   and   the    summer   mouths. 
During  the   coal  boom  of   1901  ovinj; 
to  sensational  statements  which  appeared 
in  the  Daily  Mail,  and  other  papers  of 
that  class,  people  in  the  country  got 
panicky  on  the   question  of  the  price 
of  coal.    Householders  and  others  accord- 
ingly placed  their  orders  for  coal  in  the 
summer   months,    and   the   house  coal 
collieries  worked  full  time  in  the  summer. 
People  in  the  East  End  of  London  took 
in   their   coal   supplies   and   put  them 
away  under  beds  by  reason  of  the  scare 
which    had    been    created.     The   conse- 
quence   was    that    the    collieries   were 
worse  employed  in  the  winter  of  1901 
than   they   had   been    for   many  yean 
previously.      If     people     bought    their 
coal  during  the  summer  months,  which 
they  would  not  do,  and  which,  he  ad- 
mitted,   they   could   not   do   in   many 
instances,  he   saw  no   reason  why  the 
output,  so  far  as  the  Midland  ooortieB 
were   concerned,    should   be   decreased. 
So  far  as  South  Wales  was  concerned  the 
])osition  was  different.     There  the  miners 
were  producing  steam  coal  for  which  there 
was  a  steady  market  all  the  year  round. 
If  the  cost    of   prodacinff    coal  ihoidd 
increase  6d.  per  ton  he  wished  die  Hoase 
clearly  to  understand  that  the  ooal-oirnen 
would  have  to  increase  the  cost  by  li. 
That  might  soem  an  extraordinary  itata- 
nient  to  make,   but    it  was  absolutely 
common  sense.     If  hoiL  Members  would 
follow  him  he  would  explain  how  that 
came  about.     If  they  increased  the  cost 
of  production  by  6d.,   that  meant  for 
large   and  small  coal.     The  additional 
cost  would  be  incurred  for  the  getting  of 
the  slack  and  small  coal  as  well  as  the 
large,  and,    therefore,    the    coalownen 
would  charge  Is.  per  ton  more  for  the 
cobbles  and  large  coal  which  householders 
consumed.    That  was  what  hon.  Members 
did  not  see  in  the  same  way  as  those 
who  were  interested  in  the  ooal  tzada. 
i  About      forty     or      fifty      par      orat 
of    the    coal    raised    was    slaek  iriuek 
only    fetched     a    small     priee.      Hoa 
Menilx'rs   opposite  knew  perfectly  wril 
what  [was  the  position  in  South  WakiL 
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Appeals  had  been  made  to  the  House 
about  the  inhumanity  of  the  colliery 
owners.  It  was  true  that  they  were 
producing  coal  at  the  high  prices  named, 
but  the  largest  proportion  of  the  money 
had  gone  to  the  men  and  not  'to  the 
owners.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Glamor- 
gan saw  the  balance  sheets  of  large 
companies  he  would  find  that  over  the 
last  ten  years  the  dividend  had  not  been 
more  than  3  per  cent.,  and  over  the  last 
five  years  not  more  than  6  per  cent.  He 
was  not  saying  that  the  profits  in  the 
last  year  or  two  had  not  been  large,  but 
the  hon.  Member  ought  to  have  given  a 
fair  average  of  the  profits  made  over  a 
reasonable  period.  The  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that  these  large  companies 
had  for  years  seen  their  shares  continually 
depreciating  in  value. 

Mr.  brace  (Glamorganshire,  S.)  said 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  would  challenge 
the  figures  he  had  given  as  incorrect, 
he  would  know  what  to  do,  and  would 
deal  with  it. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  he  did  not  deny 
the  hon.  Member's  figures  for  a  moment, 
but  he  denied  that  the  case  which  he  had 
put  before  the  House  was  a  fair  illustra- 
tion of  what  the  coal-owTiors  were  doing 
in  South  Wales.  The  future  in  South 
Wales  depended  very  much  on  how  the 
men  dealt  with  this  question ;  because, 
unless  something  was  done  with  the 
system  of  working  in  South  Wales,  the 
Bill  would  not  only  greatly  decrease  the 
output  of  coal,  despite  what  hon.  Members 
say,  but 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Glamor- 
ganshire, Rhondda)  said  he  denied  that 
in  iota. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  had  the  balanr-e  sheot 
of  the  companies  placed  before  him,  and 
he  did  not  know  that  the  cost  of  jotting  a 
ton  of  AVelsh  coal  often  amounted  to 
from  9d.  to  Is.  in  timber  alone.  The 
hon.  Member  lost  sif?ht  of  that  considera- 
tion. South  Wales  had  been  the  cock-pit 
of  the  dispute,  and  the  men  were  worse 
off  than  those  in  the  Midlands.  He  had 
fear  about  the  future  unless  a  new  policy 
was    brought   forward   in   South   Wales, 


but  no  fear  about  the  Midlands  where  a 
policy  of  common  sense  had  long  prevailed. 

♦Mr.  HEMMERDE  (Denbighshire,  E.) 
said  he  had  been  somewhat  surprised  at 
some  of  the  speeches  from  hon.  Members 
opposite.  They  had  heard  something  that 
day  as  to  what  had  happened  at  recent 
bye-elections  ;  but  perhaps  hon.  Members 
had  forgotten  what  happened  at  a  few 
previous  bye-elections.  That  became 
important  when  they  were  twitted  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  about  having  put 
up  their  economic  consciences  to  auctioA. 
What  had  been  the  history  of  this  questioh 
during  the  last  three  years  ?  For  nearly 
twenty  years  previously  it  was  not?  a 
question  which  was  seriously  opposed  Vy 
either  Party,  and  at  the  last  general 
election  practically  every  Member  for 
coal-mining  constituencies  came  back  to 
the  House  to  support  this  measure. 
Not  only  that  but  even  during  the  late 
Administration  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Chorley,  in  seeking  re-election  on 
joining  the  Ministry,  declared  himself, 
presumably  with  the  consent  of  his 
Leader,  to  be  in  favour  of  an  Eight 
Hours  Bill ;  and  again  when  he  stood 
at  the  general  election  for  Chorley  it 
was  on  the  same  platform.  So  that 
if  they  on  that  side  of  the  House 
were  putting  up  their  economic  con- 
sciences to  auction  at  the  last  general 
election,  there  were  other  people  in  the 
same  case.  The  noble  Lord  was  returned 
for  Chorley  only  on  account  of  his  promise 
to  vote  for  the  Eight  Hours  Bill.  Im- 
mediately after  the  general  election 
there  was  a  bye-election  in  Cumber- 
land when  the  Opposition  candidate  was 
heart  and  soul  in  favour  of  an  Eight 
Hours  Bill.  If  hon.  Members  would 
carry  their  memory  a  little  further 
back  to  a  ])ve-election  at  which  he 
was  returned  to  the  House,  they  would 
remember  that  his  opponent  who  sat 
in  the  last  rarliament  for  the  Tonbridge 
Division  of  Kent  voted  and  fought  against 
the  Bill.  But  when  the  hon.  Grentleman 
came  down  to  a  North  Wales  constituenc}; 
he  (the  speaker)  thought  that  as  he  was 
fighting  for  the  principle  which  he  had 
always  advocated  before  he  went  to  a 
mining  constituency,  that  his  opponent 
would  in  accordance  with  his  previously 
declared  views  speak  and  fight  against 
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it.  Not  at  all;  he  became  a  convert 
to  the  Eight  Hours  Bill;  and  he 
received  a  letter  of  good-will  from  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  That  was 
in  1906.  In  the  beginning  of  1907  there 
was  a  bye-election  in  North  East  Derby, 
at  which  a  miners'  representative  was 
returned  and  the  Conservative  candidate 
was  Dr.  Court.  He  went  down  into  the 
division  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
found  that  Dr.  Court  was  standing 
in  that  division  as  a  supporter  of  the 
Eight  Hours  Bill,  and  was  claiming 
that  twenty  years  experience  as  a 
medical  man  had  proved  to  him  that  an 
eight-hours  day  underground  wa«  the 
utmost  that  men  could  work  if  they  were 
to  lead  healthy  lives.  That  medical 
gentleman  was  also  fortunate  enojigh  to 
receive  the  benediction  of  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  Later  on,  however, 
under  the  patriotic  auspices  of  the  Coal 
Co!Sumers'  League  there  began  the 
development  of  the  great  movement 
to  protect  the  shipping  of  the 
coimtry  which  some  hon.  Members 
opposite  professed  to  be  so  deeply 
interested  in  and  the  Opposition  began 
to  repudiate  the  whole  principle 
of  an  eight-hours  day.  They  were 
told  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
had  entirely  changed  the  situation.  But 
the  Report  told  them  nothing  that  they 
did  not  know  in  principle  before. 
If  there  were  adaptations  of  con- 
ditions to  meet  the  new  needs  there 
would  be  no  serious  rise  in  the  price  of  coal. 
They  had  heard  from  hon.  Members  of 
experience  that  the  possible  rise  in 
South  Wales  might  be  put  at  Is.  per 
ton,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
at  3d.  per  ton  or  6d.  per  ton.  That  was 
the  result  of  experience,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  too  was  that  Is.  6d.  per 
ton  was  an  exajigeration.  How  came  it 
then  that  hon.  Members  for  election 
purposes  not  only  said  the  rise  would 
he  5s.  per  ton,  but  when  taxed  with 
that  in  the  House,  did  not  repudiate 
but  cheered  it  I  How  could  hon. 
Members,  who  only  the  other  day  were 
ill  favour  of  an  eiizlit -hours  day,  justify 
the  use  of  tisures  like  that,  and  declare 
that  if  an  Eiirht  Hiuirs  Bill  were  passed, 
it  would  result  in  the  probable  increase 
in  the  price  of  coal  by  5s.  per  ton  ? 
Since  when  had  hon.  Members  on  the 
OpiH^sition    benches    bocoTue    the    iruar- 

Mr.  Ilcmmcr'ie. 


dians  of  the  price  of  coal  ?  Many  things 
had  contributed  to  the  price  of  coal 
which  they  were  always  busy  defending, 
such  as  land  monoply  and  the  owner- 
ship of  mines  by  private  individuals. 
He  referred  them  to  a  passage  in  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  as  to 
certain  extensive  areas  of  coalfields 
waiting  development.  That  was  what 
made  the  high  price  of  coal.  The  more 
mines  that  were  opened  the  more  cmI 
would  be  produced,  and  the  lower  would 
be  the  price  of  coal.  The  present  system 
of  tpxing  land  favoured  the  restriction 
of  the  output  of  coal,  and  also  hi^ 
prices.  Let  hon.  Members  who  talked 
of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  crippling 
industry  turn  their  attention  to  the 
taxation  of  land  upon  its  capital  value  so 
as  to  bring  it  into  the  market. 

Mr.  LEVERTON  HARRIS  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  asked  if  the  hon. 
Member  could  give  an  instance  of  any 
owner  of  coal  who  was  not  anxious  ht 
the  development  of  his  property! 

*Mr.  HEMMERDE  said  he  was  prettr 
certain     that     there     were    coal-fields 
in  his  constituency  that  were  in  that 
condition.    He    had    received   a  letter 
from  a  coal-owner   in  his  constituency 
who      did     not    seem      prepared    to 
deny    that    there  were    coal-fieldi    is 
I  that  district  waiting  development   He 
!  pointed  out  that  if  they  were  developed 
it  would  give  employment  to  miners, 
;  and    that    by   the  present   system  of 
taxation    which    encouraged   people  to 
withhold    their     knd     from     devekp* 
ment,  the  price  of  coal  was  increased. 
In    fact,  the   real   remedy   for  dealing 
:  with    this     question  was    a   root  and 
:  branch    reform    of    the    land    system. 
He  thought  the  attitude  of  hon.  Membcfs 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  when 
.  they  came  to  ask  the  suffrages  of  a  mining 
constituency  was  argument  enouc^  for 
the  unanimity  of  the  demand  that  wu 
made.    It  was  perfectly  impossible  for 
anybody,   so  great  was  the  unanimitT 
of  this  demand,  to  come  forward  in  any 
mining   constituency  and   not   sumNXt 
the  demand  of  the  miners.    If  any  hon. 
Member  read  the  Report  of  the  Oq»- 
mittee  with  regard  to  the  qi|B8lMMi  ef 
health  of  the  miners  and  thelumn  wUA 
they  worked  they  would  find  thatmalte^ 
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not  very  deeply  gone  into,  but  quite  apart 
f^in  the  question  of  health  or  the 
doctor's  opinion  of  the  effect  of  the  hours 
upon  their  health  there  were  certain 
matters  familiar  to  them  all,  and  he  often 
wondered  if  hon.  Members  really  believed 
that  it  was  good  for  the  health  of  any 
man  to  be  underground  for  more  than 
eight  hours  a  day.  He  wondered  whether 
hon.  Member  believed  that  any  man 
could  do  hard  physical  toil  of  the  cha^-acter 
which  these  men  did  underground  or  over- 
ground for  more  than  eight  hours  a  day 
without  suffering  in  health.  He  did  not 
believe  that  they  could,  and  although  some 
doctors  told  him  that  they  could  he 
declined  to  throw  over  his  own  views  and 
theories  as  well  as  to  the  effects  of  physical 
toil  on  men.  Because  many  of  these  min  ers 
lived  to  an  advanced  age  it  did  not  show 
in  the  least  that  the  life  was  a  healthy 
one.  They  lived  a  very  hard  life  and 
developed  athletically,  if  he  might  say 
BO,  and  physically,  and  the  mere  fact 
that  these  people  happened  to  be  healthier 
even  than  those  who  did  no  work  did  not 
in  the  least  prove  that  physical  toil  for 
more  than  eight  hours  a  day  was  good 
for  them.  It  was  his  experience  down 
in  North  Wales  that  the  movement 
at  the  present  time  had  its  strongest 
supporters  in  the  young  men.  It  was 
what  the  Member  for  Ince  said  the  other 
day,  and  it  was  his  own  experience  as 
well,  that  the  young  men  wanted  leisure 
for  recreation,  and  the  ordinary  light  and 
pleasure  of  life.  The  human  side  of  this 
question  must  enter  into  their  thoughts. 
He  found  the  real  enthusiasm  upon  this 
question  was  among  the  very  men  who,  if 
it  was  granted  to  them,  would  make  the 
best  use  of  it.  He  asked  hon.  Members 
if  on  a  question  that  had  been  debated 
in  this  House  for  years  they  were 
going  to  change  the  whole  of  their  views 
merely  for  the  sake  of  an  electioneering  cry. 
The  danger  (if  it  existed)  to  our  commerce 
must  have  been  known  for  years.  They 
could  not  possibly  believe  that  simply  to 
secure  election  or  re-election  hon.  Mem- 
bers pledged  themselveH  to  a  subject 
which  they  did  not  understand.  They 
did  them  greater  justice  than  that. 
Surely  those  who  spoke  for  commercial 
England,  and  one  hon.  Member  said 
the  other  day  that  there  was  not  enough 
commercial  men  on  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  House — surely  those  who  spoke 
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for  commercial  England  did  not  need  to 
get  their  information  from  this  Report; 
they  must  have  known  it  for  years.  This 
danger  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  as 
affectingthe  cost  of  production :  hadifcnot 
been  thrown  at  the  heads  of  all  reformers 
who  had  tried  to  reform  the  hours  and  the 
conditions  of  labour  of  the  workman  ? 
He  did  not  suggest  that  they  could, 
continually  reduce  the  hours  of  labour, 
and  always  get  the  same  result,  but  did 
anybody  suggest  that  the  reduction  of 
hours  hitherto  had  ever  had  the  result  of 
increasing  the  cost  of  production^  He 
remembered  in  a  conference  the  other  day 
upon  the  question  of  sweating  Mr. 
Sydney  Webb  told  a  story  of  how  he 
went  over  the  great  works  of  Sir  Charles. 
Tennant,  and  how  Sir  Charles  pointed 
out  many  improvements  that  had  been 
made  by  the  men  themselves  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  production,  when  the  cost 
looked  like  being  increased  by  some  ad- 
vantages gained  by  the  men  for  themselves 
by  their  unions.  New  machinery,  new 
methods,  a  little  more  willingness  among 
the  men,  and  they  would  find  they  would 
not  have  a  considerable  rise  in  the  cost 
of  production  at  all.  There  might  be  a 
rise  of  just  a  few  pence,  but  when  they 
found  hon.  Members  supporting  their 
efforts  to  get  into  this  House  by  litera- 
ture which  suggested  5s.  per  ton  as 
the  increase  of  cost  under  this  Bill  he 
began  to  wonder  if  they  really  believed 
that  any  increase  would  take  place  under 
the  Bill  at  all.  What  chance  was  there 
of  any  increase  ?  There  was  the  same 
chance  now  as  there  was  twenty  years 
ago  when  they  supported  this  measure — 
the  same  chance  that  there  was  four 
years  ago  when  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
and  their  friends  supported  this  measure. 
Another  question  was,  did  the  increase 
in  cost  mean  increase  at  the  pit's  mouth, 
or  increase  to  the  consumer?  There 
were  other  persons  interested  in  the 
production  of  coal  who  could  pay  these 
few  pence  and  prevent  their  coming  upon 
the  consumer.  The  cost  of  production 
to  the  consumer  depended  upon  many 
things,  as  they  knew,  besides  the  hours 
worked  by  the  men.  But  quite  apart 
from  the  question  of  the  increase  in 
the  price  of  coal,  he  believed  the 
conscience  of  the  country  had  revolted 
against  putting  men  of  the  very  best 
type    that    the^  country    produced    to 
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work  for  unreasonable  lionrs  of  labour, 
and  if  there  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  cost 
of  production  he  believed  the  great  bulk 
of  the  people  of  the  country  would  be 
prepared  to  meet  it.  Although  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
said  that  if  the  miners  got  their  way  in 
this  Bill  the  cost  of  coal  would  be  in- 
creased, it  was  a  significant  fact  that  all 
organised  labour  and  its  representa- 
tives in  the  House  were  unanimous  in 
supporting  the  measure.  Was  it  likely 
that  hon.  Members  representing  the 
Labour  interest  if  they  thought  there 
was  any  danger  of  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  coal  would  stand  side  by  side 
with  the  miners  in  pressing  this  Bill 
on  the  House.  He  did  not  want  to 
dwell  at  that  moment  on  the  proposed 
Government  Amendment  to  the  Bill. 
The  question  (if  this  was  a  good  Bill) 
whether  it  should  be  postponed,  and,  if 
80,  for  how  long,  would  be  settled  in 
Committee.  The  tests  put  before 
them  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  debate  had  been  satisfied 
again  and  again.  Their  own  knowledge 
of  physical  conditions  must  tell  them  that 
the  effect  of  this  Bill  would  make  for 
the  health  of  the  minors  over  the  whole 
country.  So  far  as  the  tost  of  whether 
it  was  to  tho  public  advantage  was 
concerned,  what  proof  had  they  got 
that  there  would  be  a  rise  of  a  Is.  or9d., 
let  alone  5s.,  in  tho  cost  of  production  ? 
It  was  merely  assertion,  without 
proof,  and  it  would  be  proved  if  it 
could  be.  Tho  assertion  was  made 
merely  to  turn  to  account  a  political 
situation.  There  wore  no  figures  to 
support  it,  and  that  being  so  ho  respect- 
fully asked  the  House  to  support  the 
Bill  on  behalf  of  his  constituoncy,  which 
was  unanimously  in  favour  of  it,  and  not 
to  1)0  led  away  by  any  idea  that  there 
would  1)0  a  great  iiicrejiso  in  the  cost  of 
])r(ulu(:ti()n  when  they  found  in  the  world 
«»f  organised  lal)our  tuou  of  every  interest 
in  overy  trade  standing  together  unani- 
mously in  its  favour. 

*SiR  CHARLES  MrLARKN(Loioester- 
shin*.  Bosworth)  snid  iIkmo  was  ouo 
tiling  to  be  jliH'itled  when  they 
came  to  vote  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  thi^*  Hill.  A  claim  was  ])ut  f(»r\\-ard 
v.'nl    h'ld   been   ])ut    forward    for    more 

Mr.  Ilemmercle, 


than  twenty  years  by  the  whole  body  of 
miners  of  Great  Britain,  a  body  of  men 
whose  labour  extended  over  every  part 
of  the  country,  who  belonged  to  every 
race  in  these  l8lands,and  who  werenot  only 
among  the  hanlest  worked,  but  among  the 
most  intelligent  of  our  industrial  classes. 
They  were  banded  together  in  the  greatest 
and  the  wealthiest  trade  union  of  the 
world  ;      they     were     represented    in 
the  House  and  also  elsewhere  by  leaders 
of  the  greatest  intelligence  and  knowledge 
of  business  aSairs.    These  men  had  come 
forward  and  made  this  demand  to  Parlia- 
ment   to   reduce    their    working   hoars 
to  eight  a  day.    They  had  taken  that 
step  every  year  for  years  after  due  deli- 
beration in  their  unions  and  after  con- 
sultation with  their  friends  in  the  trade 
on   both  sides  of  the  House.    It  was 
impossible  to  suppose  that   this  great 
claim,  put  forward  as  it  had  been,  conld 
be  brushed  aside  by  mere  technicalities, 
much  less  by  such  figures  as  were  recently 
put  before  the  House.    For  twenty  years 
he  had  voted  for  this  Bill,  being  largely 
interested    in    colliery   properties,  and 
every    year    that    he    had    voted   in 
favour    of   the    Bill  he   had  felt  mme 
and      more      justified     in     doing   so, 
because  although  twenty  years  ago  the 
conditions  of  the  coal  trade  might  have 
ma<le  the  Bill  a  d(mbtful  measure,  he 
had   never  regarded   it   as  one    tMj 
<langorou8  to  the  industry.    Twenty  years 
ago  the  price  of  coal  was  very  low,  and 
old  ])its  were  being  worked,  but  tineo 
those  days  things  had  changed.    There 
was  a  very  largely  increased  demand  for 
coal,  and  there  was  a  much  higher  price ; 
there    were    better   profits   for   aU  the 
owners    and    much    better    wages   and 
conditions  of  work  for  the  miners.    What 
was   more  important  still  was  that  we 
had  now  a  large  number  of  new  and 
admirably    e(]uipped    collieries,    and  a 
large  number  of  new  shafts  were  nov 
being  sunk,  and  to  these  modern  collieriet 
this  l^ill  would  be  no  objection  whatever. 
It  was  not  the  colliery  in  which  the  coal 
was  worked  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
shaft  that  would  sufEer  from  an  eight 
hours  day;  it  was  the  old  collieries  in 
which  tho  <'oa1  was  far  from  the  shaft  and 
which  were  disappearing  which  would 
suiler.      Now   they  had  to   ask  thfliB- 
selves :    Were  there  any  valid  and  wide- 
reaching    arguments    which    cbuU-  ht 
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hiMght  forward  to  meet  tlie  demands  of 
tiie    mining    population   for  this  Bill  i 
There    had    been    only    oii^     Mombei; 
directly  connected  with  the' coal  and  irori 
tsade'  who  had  that  day  spoken  against 
the  BilL      It  was  the  hoci.  Member  for 
Birmingham,    and   he    was    very    glad 
to    see    that    ho    ignored   the    figures 
that     had.    been      recently     circulated 
by    the    Mining   Association   of   which 
he  and   others   had  a    great   right    to 
complain.    He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  those  figures  were  entirely  misleading. 
The  figures  put  fi)rward  by  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Mansfield  Division  he 
had  no  doubt  were  absobitely  correct. 
Iq  South  Wales  they  would  have  an  in- 
creased cost  of  Is.  if  this  Bill  passed.    He 
was   very   largely   interested   in    South 
Wales  coal    and   he   was   prepared    to 
meet   that   increased   cost   without   the 
slightest  feeling  of  apprehension.     Welsh 
eoal  was  an  article  of  first  necessity  not 
only  in  this  country,  but  all  over  the 
world.     People   must  have  Welsh  coal, 
and  if  they  must  have  Welsh  coal  they 
must    be    prepared   to   pay   the    price. 
Hon.  Members  might  be  surprised^  per- 
haps, when  he  told  them  that  in  these 
circumstances  he  did  not  see  that  any 
great   misfortune   would   fall   upon   his 
shoulders,  if  he  shared  all  the  advantages 
which  a  Welsh  colliery  possessed  with 
the  men  who  worked  in  the  pits.     The- 
men    would    get    better    conditions    of 
labour,   and  it    would    not   necessarily 
reduce    the    pr  )fits    of     the ,  producer 
of    the  coal.     If    he    got  that    shilling; 
out     of      his      foreign      customer,     he 
did     not     see     why     he     should     not 
cheerfully  support  the   Bill.     He  would 
point  out  that  Welsh  coal  was  not  a 
house  coal  at  all,  except  for  the  immediate 
locality.     If  they  went  to  the  Midland 
collieries,  the  circumstances  were  different. 
There  were  a  good  many  collieries  in  the 
Midlands  to  which  the  passing  of    the 
Bill  would  make  a  difference  of  about 
2Ad.  per  ton.     In  others  it  would  make 
adiiference  of  3d.,  4d.,  5d.,  or  6d.     In 
considerable     groups     of     collieries     in 
North    Derbyshire    or    South  Yorkshire 
they  might  suffer  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  fid.  a  tern,  but  the  avcnij^o  in  any 
group  they  rfiight  t^ke  would  certiiinly 
not  be  more  than  fid.     The  question  of 
the  market  price  of  cod  had  been  referred 
to.     Ever\^  year  the  market  price  of  coal 


rote    or     fell    from  TJ  totally    different 
caUBML    Every  advance  of  miners'  wages 
of  10  per  cient.  meant  a  rise  in  the  pfriee 
of  eoal  of  4d.  or  fid.    Every  year  London 
coal  merchants  put  up  the  price  of  coal  by 
1 K  to  their  customers  in  winter  and  nobody 
complained  ;  and  while  they  were  willing 
to  raise  miners'  wages,  and  allow  even 
market  fluctuations  which  in  South  Wales 
sometimes  meant  between  is.  and'  5s. 
a  ton,  yet  they  had  all  this  outcry  and 
these   exaggerated   figures   because   the 
mining  population  of  the  country  de- 
manded a  measure  which  would,  perhaps, 
put  up  the  price  of  house  coal  by  4d.  or 
6d.>  a  ton.     If  hon.  Members  worked  out 
the  difference  in  price  to  the  working 
classes  ihey  would  find  that  it  practically 
was  not  more  than  about  one-eighth  of 
a  penny  on  a  cwt.,  and  that  meant  that 
if  a  man  consumed  a  ton  of  coal  every 
two  months  it  would  make  a  difference 
at  the  end  of  the  year  of  3s.,  or  just 
about  the  price  of  a  bottle  of  whisky. 
How  could  anybody  come  and  say  that 
that  was  a  hardship  on  the  consumer  ? 
This  was  one  of  those  questions  which 
the  more  they  looked  into  it  the  less 
alarming  it  seemed.   Everyone  of  his  Con- 
servative opponents  for  the  last  twenty 
years  had  been  in  favour  of  this  Bill  and, 
like  himself,  he  was  perfectly  certain  they 
had  none  of  the  alarm  which  had  beea 
expressed  by  hon.  Gentlemen   opposite, 
alarm   which  could    not    be    founded, 
he     thought,     on    serious     conviction. 
He  thought  the    statements  they   had 
heard   were  intended  for  the  elections. 
It  was  necessary  to  make  a  little  fuss  in 
the  House  in  order  to  justify  the  speeches 
which  would  be  made  at  the  elections. 
But  he  would   be  very  much  surprised 
if  any  considerable  majority  of  the  Con- 
servative Party  whom  they  found  in  the 
House  would  go  into  the  lobby  to  vote 
against  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  (Camberwell,  DuU 
wich) :  I  have  rarely  listened  to  a  more 
interesting  speech  than  that  which  has 
just  been  made.  It  covered  really  a  re- 
markable extent  of  ground.  The  hon. 
Member  began  by  stating  that  Is.  or 
Is.  fid.  on  a  ton  of  Welsh  coal  would  muke 
no  difference,  because  the  foreigner  will 
pay  it.  He  went  on  to  point  out  in 
language  that  we  have  heard  before,  and 
in  a  kind  of  detail  we  have  heard  before 
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from  those  benches,  at  one  time  applied 
to  the  4-lb.  loaf,  what  an  infinitesimal 
amount  this  would  add  to  the  cost  paid 
by  the  workman  for  his  coal.  Then 
the  hon.  Member  said  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  pay  this  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  on  the  price  of  coal 
but  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  belong 
to  either  of  the  classes  which  have  been 
referred  to  in  this  House — either  that  large 
number  who  are  on  the  verge  of  starva- 
tion, or  that  still  larger  number  who  have 
a  constant  struggle  to  prevent  themselves 
falling  below  that  verge.  Turning  from 
the^speech  of  the  hon.  Member,  I  may  say 
that  I  was  not  surprised  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wisbech 
should  have[said  that  after  listening  most 
carefully  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  whole  weight  of  the  argument 
was  against  the  Goveniment  he  desired 
to  support.  The  only  surprise  I  feel, 
since  he  has  become  so  candid,  is  that  he 
did  not  go  further  and  say  that  no  argu- 
ment at  all  had  been  put  before  the  House 
on  the  other  side.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
an  exaggeration.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary-  to  the  Home  Office.  Nobody 
recognises  better  than  I  do  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  quite  capable  of  making  a 
speech  if  he  has  a  reasonable  case.  What 
did  his  speech  consist  of  ?  Two  things. 
First  of  all  an  attack,  and' a  very  strong 
attack,  upon  us  for  our  inconsistency. 
What  does  that  amount  to  ?  It  simply 
amounts  to  this,  that  so  long  as  this  was  a 
question  to  be  debated  on  a  Friday 
afternoon  it  was  an  open  question 
on  both  sides  of  the  Horse.  It  was 
nothing  more  than  that.  In  my  own 
case,  for  instance,  and  I  think  it  is 
typical.  I  was  interested  in  the  subject, 
r.nd  I  lis«tenod  to  many  of  those  speeches 
which  wore  made,  but  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  they  stated  the  case  for  the  Bill. 
My  own  opinions  were  clearly  expressed, 
for  my  constituents  constantly  asked  me 
questions,  and  I  had  to  give  the  answeni. 
The  charge  has  been  made  that  the  right 
hon.  Gontlemau  the  Le.-ider  of  the  Oppo- 
:  itioii  at  that  time,  when  he  had  the  respon- 
se Inl  it  y  of  oi^ioe,  did  liOt  come  on  a  Friday 

.ifteriioor..  But  ir  was  the  ovio  day  of  the  I  with  the  best  intenti(Mi8,  that  repiwccts 
week  when  it  was  possible  for  him  :o  ob-  ;  a  real  ilifficulty — a  difficnky  whkk 
t^un  In^edoin.  and  he  did  liOT  Vioed  to  come  j  causes  dar.cer  of  a  strike  ikr  more  tkui 
.md  voTe  or.  this  quosiior..  whuh  :\x  thsT  -ho  refusal  of  this  House  to  pass  the 
:i!v.e  was  purely  aiader.iio.  The  hon,  :  Soroni  Kex:dir.g  of  this  Bill  can  possiUv 
iioi;T;oiv.;,v:'s  l.\ niro  on  toi>is:e:;ry  had  '  ,ii..     I  should  like  to  look  mcwe  cksdj 


no  doubt  a  great  moral  effect,  but  I  think 
its  moral  effect  cannot  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  fact,  as  he  informed  us, 
that  the  debate  is  to  be  wound  up  for 
the  Oovemment  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  is  the  greatest  exponent  of 
the  virtue  of  consistency  to  be  found  in 
the  present  House  of  Commons.    Now, 
the  next  argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home  Office 
was,  I  think,  a  far  more  reprehensible 
one,  if  I  may  say  so.    He  wound  up  his 
speech  by  saying:   "Your  policy  is  s 
strike:  our  policy  is  this   Bill'    Wltat 
does    that    mean  ?     It    means  that  the 
Government  must  cot  oppose  this  Bill 
because  the  coal  trade  threatens  a  strike. 
What   a  lesson  that  is  to  other  trades ! 
What  will  the  railway    men  think  of  it, 
for  wc  know  that  they  think  their  hours 
too  long  ?     If  we  are  to  grant  a  Bill  like 
this  to  one  trade,  for  the  reason  th£t  a 
strike  is  threatened,  why  in  the  world  are 
you  not  to  grant  it  to  aU  trades  ?    There 
is  something  more  to  be  said  on  that 
point.    Is  the  Grovemment  not  greatly 
increasing  the  risk  of  strikes  by  passing 
this  Bill  ?    At  all  events  the  members  of 
the  Committee  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  so  often  take  that  view :  they  point 
out  over  and  over   again   that   contro- 
versies are  sure  to  arise  in  consequence 
of    this    BiU,    and  they  speak  of  the 
great  danger  which  might  occur  in  the 
country    if    those    controversies    vere 
not  met  in  the  most  conciliatory  spirit  on 
the   part   of  masters  and   men.    Take 
the  position  of  the  Northumberland  and 
Durham  miners.    These  men  have  been 
told  that  the  Eight  Hours  Bill  means 
a  maximum  of  eight  hours  a  day.    But 
;  they  work  six  ar.d  a  half  hours.    The 
!  moment    this    Bill   is   passed,    even  in 
•its   amended   fonn,    the   whole   system 
i  of    the    Durham    and    Northumberland 
!  mir.ers   will    break   down,    and   it   will 
,  hr.ve   to   be   re-constituted,    and   those 
I  who   have   examined  the   question  say 
:  that  they  see  no  way  in  which  it  can  be 
i  re-arrar.geti    except    by   increasing   the 
■  hours  of  the  men  who  are  now  only 
I  working  six   and  a  half  kours.    Even 
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at  the  whole  aspect  of  this  question.  I  which  seem  to  me  rather  peculiar.  He 
So  far  everyone  who  has  spoken  in  favour  I  said  that  our  common  sense  would  tell 
of  the  Bill,  not  excluding  even  the  j  us  that  nobody  would  like  to  be  more 
Home  Secretary,  has  confined  himself  |  than  eight  hours  under  ground.  But 
to  one  part  of  the  question,  namely,  |  one  would  not  like  to  be  a  labourer 
the  humanity  of  the  principles  of  the  engaged  in  steel  works,  or  a  labourer 
measure.    That  is  a  strong  ground,  but    engaged   in    other   trades,    where   they 


much 
under 


worse 
which 


after  all  the  history  of  the  case  is  not  have  to  work  under 
so  simple  as  that.  We  have  the  fact,  conditions  than  those 
for  instance,  mentioned  by  an  hon.  miners  work,  and  where  the  men 
Member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  \  are  less  able  to  help  themselves.  But 
of  men,  I  presume  his  constituents,  '  the  Home  Secretary  has  not  accepted 
who  are  working  nearly  50  per  cent,  this  finding  of  the  Committee.  He  sug- 
longer  hours  than  the  miners  and  for  gested  that  we  should  accept  his  opinion , 
less  than  half  the  wages.  That  fact  <  but  he  gave  no  grounds  for  our  so  doing, 
surely  suggests  at  least  the  possibility  He  gave  an  argument  which  was  knocked 
that  humanity  may  be  on  the  other  side  \  to  pieces  by  my  hon.  friend  behind  me 


of  this  question.  If,  therefore,  this 
appeal  to  humanity  is  to  be  justified 
at  all  it  must  be  justified  on  a  more 
definite  ground  than   that.    It  appears 


this  afternoon,  and  which  I  need  not 
therefore  further  refer  to  now.  But 
perhaps  it  may  be  said  that,  though  this 
trade  is  not  an  unhealthy  trade,  it  is  a 


to  me  that  the  House  of  Commons  would  dangerous  trade.  That  is  perfectly  true 
not  be  justified  in  passing  this  Bill  until  |  Everyone  admits  it,  and  if  it  could  bo 
it  has  seriously  considered  the  two  points   said  that  this  Bill  decreased  the  dangers  of 


which  seem  to  me  essential  for  its 
proper  understanding.  The  first  of 
these  points  is  whether  or  not  the 
hours  worked  by  the  miners  are  so 
excessive  as  to  demand  at  all  costs 
immediate  redress  at  the  hands  of  this 


that  trade,  it  would  be  a  far  stronger 
argimient  in  its  favour  than  any  which 
has  been  adduced  so  far,  but  that  is  not 
even  pretended.  The  Committee  report 
that  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that 
the  hours  have  anjrthing  whatever  to  do* 


House.    The    second    point    is    equally    with  the  accidents,  and  they  report  also 
important.    It    is    that    whatever    the    that  unless  the  gravest  precautions  are 


House  does  it  should  do  it  with  its 
eyes  open,  and  after  it  has  most  care- 
fully considered  what  the  effect  of  this 
Bill  will  be  upon  all  other  classes  of 
the  country.  Take  the  first  point.  Are 
the  hours  so  excessive  as  to  justify  the 


taken,  this  Bill  itself  will  increase  the 
danger.  More  than  that,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  was  the  Chairman  of  that 
Committee,in  an  interesting  speech  which 
he  addressed  to  the  House  last  week,  told 
us  that  these  precautions  had  not  been 


treatment  of  a  trade  in  a  way  that  it  sufficiently  taken  in  the  Bill.  Thcrr- 
has  not  been  suggested  at  present  that  I  f^j^  ^^  jg  ^^  opinion  that  the  Bill  as  it 
any  other  trade  should  be  treated  1  We  stands  is  going  to  increase,  and  not 
should  expect,  if  such  a  case  were  to  diminish,  the  dangers  of  the  miner's 
be  made  out,  that  it  would  be  made  oceypation.  But  it  may  be  said  that  this 
out  on  the  ground  that  the  hours  worked  ^j^^e,  although  its  defence  is  not  justi- 
were  such  as  to  have  so  bad  an  effect  ^^^^  ^^  ^^e  ground  either  of  danger  or 
on  the  health  of  the  men  that  Parliament  ^j  health,  is  so  hard  a  trade  that  on  that 
was  bound  to  interfere.  No  such  case  ground  Parliament  is  justified  in  inter- 
has  been  made  out.  That  point  was  ^^^^^  I  am  not  concerned  with  denying 
definitely  referred  to  the  Committee.  The  ^y^^t  it  is  a  hard  Ufe.  I  should  not  like 
Committee  in  their  Report— and  they  gave  ;  ^o  lead  it  myself.  I  do  not  deny  that.  I 
the  evidence  on  which  their  Report  was  ^^^  ^^^^  -^^  hardships  described  in  this 
founded—said  unanimously  t^t  in  j^bate  and  in  previous  debates  in  very 
their  opinion  there  was  no  justification  i^j  language.    I  remember  also  hearing 

S*w  fl''\^^'^.''w  ^^r  Aon.  Members  who  had  themselves 
The  Home  Secretary,  it  is  true,  did  not  ,    ,    .  ,       .  ,    ^,  i, 

accept  that  finding  of  the  Committee,  ^^^ked  m   coal   mmes    both    as   boys 

Another  hon.  Gentleman,  who  spoke  from  and  as  men,   scoff    at    these    pictured 

below  the  gangway,  rejected  it  on  grounds  ■  and   declared   that   they   were   entirel 
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oxaggcrated  and  no  true  piriuros  of  the 
tninor's  life.     I  admit  that  it  is  a  hard 
life,  but  thoro  are  many  other  lives  which 
are    more   hard   and  .more   unhealthy. 
For   instance,    without   going    into    it, 
labourers  in  the  steel  and  iron  trades  have 
a  far  harder  life  from  every  i)oint  of  view 
than  the.  miner,  and  yet  the  benefit  to  the 
miners  is  going  to  be  an  added  injury 
and   an   added  burden    to   other    men 
who  have  a  greater  claim  upon  our  con- 
sideration.    I  really  do  not  wish  to  ex- 
aggerate this  case  in  the  least.    I  admit 
that  the  hours  worked  in  some  districts 
are  far  longer  than  I  should  like  to  see 
them  if  they  could  be  altered.     I  quite 
admit  that.     There  is  no  need  of  exaggera- 
tion there.     But  let  the  House  remember 
that  in  those  districts  where  the  daily 
hours  are  longest,  the  pits  never  work 
six  days  a  week.    As  a  rule,  I  think 
they  work  five  days  a    week,  and  in  no 
case  more  than  eleven  days  in  a  fortnight. 
Therefore,  if  you  take  the  miner's  hours 
as  the  hours  of  other  workmen  are  taken, 
at  the  amount  per  week,  they  are  not 
nearly  so  excessive  as  they  seem  when 
you  take  them  by  the  day.     But  there  is 
something  else  to  be  remembered  in  this 
connection .    Miners  by  the  nature  of  their 
occupation  can  take  a  voluntary  holiday 
much  more  easily  than  men  in   other 
trades,  and  they  do  take  that  voluntary 
holiday.     Is  there  not  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  from  the  miner's  point  of  view  for 
that  method  t     Let  the  House  remember 
that  the  miner  in  getting  to  and  from 
his  work  has  to  spend  a  good  deal  of 
profitless  time,  not  only  time  spent  in  ". 
l)eing  wound  up  and  dowTi  the  shaft,  but ; 
in  many  capes  ^ime  spent  in  walking  under  \ 
difficult  conditions  for  a  great  distance,  j 
sometimes     four    miles.     Surely,    it    is  I 
reasonable  to  say  that  a  miner  under  such  i 
conditions   would   himself   prefer  if  his  j 
wages  depend  on  the   amomit  of  coal 
he  turns  out,  when  he  was  once  at  the  I 
coal  face,  to  work  as  long  as  he  safely 
could   and   take   an  occasional   holiday,  ; 
rather  than  have  all  that  useless  labour  I 
jpvery  day,  and  work  shorter  hours  per  | 
day.     I  hope  I  have  said  cuoiijih  to  show 
that  no  case  whatever  has   been   made 
out  for  the  hours  of  iniiiers,  in  comparison  : 
with  those  of  otlier  trades — and  that  is  ' 
the  real  point — beinjz  so  excessive  as  to 
dtMiiand  iinmodiate  redress  by  this  House, 
i^ut  even  if    it  were  proved,  and  proved] 
Mr.  Bonar  Law, 


up  to  the  hilt,  that  the  houri^  ought  to  \^ 
lessened,  even  then  the  promoters  ofthi^ 
Bill  would  not  have  made  out  their 
case.  They  would  not  have  begun  to 
make  out  their  case  until  they  proA'ed 
that  there  was  no  reasonable  prospect  of 
better  conditions  being  arrived  at  by  the 
ordinary  method  of  negotiations  between 
masters  and  men.  I  remember  some 
years  ago  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Durham  said — 

"  In  view  of  the  opportunity  which  w«km«i 
now  have  for  oombination,  this  Bill  is  a  plw 
of  cowardice.  They  are  forgetful  of  their  «jif- 
rcliance  in  bcsecchhig  the  House  of  Commons 
to  do  what,  if  the  exigencies  of  trade  will 
allow,  they  oould  do  for  themselveii.'* 

These  words,  it  seems  to  me,  are  not  only 
a  sound  view  of  this  subject,  but  they 
are  noteworthy  also  because  they  repre- 
sent a  radical  difference  between  the  new 
and  the  old  trade  unionism.      The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    the    Home    Secretary 
was  asked  at  one  of  the  deputations— and 
I  will  say  he  was  very  good  for  receiving 
deputations    from    all    classes    of  the 
community    on    the    subject — ^why  not 
leave  this  to  be  settled  in  the  way  that 
other  trades  do  ?    He  gave  this  annrer. 
It  was  impossible,  he   said,  because  of 
the  immense  variety  of  the  methods  of 
working  of  miners  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.    Now  I  ask  the  House  of 
Commons,  is  it  possible  to  find  any  woids 
which  more  strongly  condemn  the  Bill  t 
These    differences    are    not    accidental. 
They  are  not  arbitrary.    They  are  doe 
to  real  differences  of  circumstances,  and 
could   anything  be  more    foolish    than 
for  a  Minister  and  a  Government  whic6 
realise    what    the    differences    are,   to 
attempt     to     stereotype     the      trade 
of   the   whole   country   with   all  these 
differences    in     one    cast-iron    mould! 
Everyone  knows — it  has  been  ^  admitted 
by    the    last    speaker     in    favonr    ol 
the  Bill— that  there  is  no  organised  bo^ 
of  men  which  is  more  powerful — ^there  is » 
I  think,  not  one  which  is  so  powerful^ 
than  the  miners.  Their  power  is  recognised 
in   every  direction,   and  it  is  certainly 
only  putting  it  very  mildly  to  aay  they 
are  at  least  better  able  tlian  thie  meh& 
any  other  trade  to  procure  f or  thenuelwi 
the  best  conditions  of  laboiir  which  iSe 
circumstances  of  that  taiEidid  admit.    Tliat 
is  a  fact.    It  is  not  surprising  tiiat  the 
miners'  representatives^  in  8pite-<  of  IImK 
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fact,  should  ask  the  House  to  press  the 
iBill,  but  I  must  say  it  needs  some  explana- 
tion   why  other   Labour  Members   who 
represent    other   branches   of   industry, 
should  support  the^  miners  on  the  Bill.  The 
•hon.  Grclitleman  ^ho  spoke  last  said  that 
the  fact  that  they  d-o  so  press  it  is  a  proof 
that  it  is  not  going  to  injure  other  trades. 
That  is  a  very  simple  answer  to  make. 
Every  one  knows  that  these  Gentlemen 
support  this  miners'  Bill  as  a  first  step  in  a 
p^eneral  advance  in  the  same  direction. 
They  know  that  of  all  branches  of  men's 
combinations,    the    miners  is  the    most 
powerful,  and  has  the  greatest  political  in- 
fluence.   It  is  for  that  reason  that  they  are 
pressing  on  this  Bill.   They  are  pressing  it, 
not  because  the  miners  need  it  more,  but 
because  they  need  it  less  than  any  other 
trade  in  the  country.     If  that  is  their 
object    it     seems    to     me     that     they 
are   beginning  at   the   wrong   end.      If 
that   is  their   object,    every   considera- 
tion   of    economics    aiid    of    common- 
sense    will     suggest     that     this    trade, 
instead  of  being  the  first  to  be  dealt  with, 
ought  to  be  the  last,  for  it  is  the  trade 
on      which     the      prosperity     of      all 
our    trades  depends.      I    consider   that 
the    circumstances    under    which    this 
Bill  is  introduced  into  the  House  now 
are  only  another  illustration  of  an  evil 
which   is   admitted   by   everyone.     The 
evil    consists    in    the    division    between 
responsibility  and  power.     The  respon- 
sibility for  this  Bill  rests  on  that  bench. 
The   power   behind  it  rests  there,  and, 
personally  I  cannot  believe  that  if  these 
hon.    (Jentlemen     below    the    gangway, 
instead  of  merely  urging  something  else 
upon    somebody   else,    were   themselves 
responsible  for  this  Bill  they  would  not 
give  more  consideration  than  they  have 
done,  that  they  would  not  realise  more 
fully  than   they  have   done,    what   the 
effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  upon  the  other 
working  classes  throughout  the  country. 
This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of 
what  seems  to  be  the  second  point  that 
we  ought  to  take  into  account.     Suppos- 
ing we  pass  this  Bill,  what  will  its  effect 
be  upon  the  country  ?     In  other  words, 
what /price  will  all  other  classes  of  the 
community   have    to    pay   in   order   to 
grant  this  boon  to  the  mining  popula- 
tion?     That     the     Bill     is     going    to 
raise    prices   is    admitted.      I    am    not 
quite   sure   whether    it    was    admitted 


by  the  Home  Secretary  or  not;  SE^ 
quoted  apparently  with  approval  ihb 
finding  of  the  Committee  that  the  Bill 
would  have  the  effect  of  causing  loss  and 
embarrassment  to  the  country,  but 
afterwards  he  embarked  on  an  fucgu- 
ment  supported  by  an. array  of  figures 
which  seemed,  so  far  as  I  could  foUo^ 
him,  designed  to  prove  that  it .  would 
have  no  effect  upon  price9.  The  present 
Gk>vemm€ait  is  never  so  interesting,  %kt 
least  it  is  never  so  interesting  to  ttie»  .1^ 
when  it  is  engaged  in  economic  specula- 
tion. In  that  field  they  are  supreme. 
The  Prime  Minister,  who  I  am  sorry  is  not 
present  this  afternoon,  of  course  is  easily 
first.  During  the  short  time. that  be 
was  at  the  Exchequer  he  evolved  a 
S3rstem  of  economics  which,  for  its 
originality,  its  flexibility,  and  above  all, 
its  convenience,  will  excite  the  admiration 
and  envy  of  all  subsequent  holders  of  that 
office.  But  the  Prime  Minister  will  have 
to  look  to  his  laurels.  He  has  a  rival 
now  in  the  Home  Secretary.  The  Home 
Secretary  dealt  with  the  strike. of  1893. 
He  gave  us  the  average  fiigure  of  prices 
to  show  that  in  spite  of  that  strike,  the 
price  was  lower  in  1893,  the  year  of  the 
strike,  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  that 
it  was  lower  again  in  1894  than  in  1893. 
Then  he  turned  to  the  other  side.  He 
went  to  the  strike  in  South  Wales  of 
1898  and  showed  that  there,  unlike  1893, 
the  price  was  higher  in  1898  than  in  1897, 
and  higher  again  in  1899  and  1900  than 
in  1898.  Then  he  drew  his  conclusion, 
which  is  really  so  remarkable,  that  I 
should  like  to  read  the  actual  words — 

**  So  that  at  any  rate  for  what  it  is  worth, 
the  average  scale  of  prices  does  not  seem  to 
connect  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  a  large 
mjiss  of  coal  with  a  sudden  rise  in  price." 

**  For  what  it  is  worth.*'  I  suppose  he 
thought  it  was  worth  something,  or  he 
would  not  have  quoted  it.  For  what  it  is 
worth  the  figiires  and  the  arguments  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  lead  to  a 
conclusion  which  is  certainly  original, 
the  conclusion,  namely,  that  there  is 
no  connection  between  the  relation  of 
supply  and  demand  and  prices.  That 
certainly  is  the  only  meaning  that  I  can 
draw  from  his  words,  after  considering 
them  very  carefully.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  whether  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
does  think  there  would  be  a  rise.  But 
after  all  his  opinion — the  opiilion  of  any 
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~^>dy  pointed  out,  one  of  the  objects 
r%ly  and  avowedly  expressed  in  the 
.*^»«  of  the  Federation  is  to  prevent 
V|^»doption  of  the  double  shift  wherever 
?'''^4»  possible  to  do  so.  Under  these 
^  ^  vvmstances  is  it  not  absurd,  and 
^Mt  not  playing  with  the  House  of 
'^n^uBons,  to  come  down  here  and  say 
i»j|  they  will  do  all  they  can  to  increase 
^  production  of  coal  ? 
f  * 

-JlM.  GLOVER  (St.  Helens):  What 
ra/lB  hon.  Grentleman  has  read  is  not  con- 
B  ined  in  the  object  of  the  Miners'  Federa- 
bM  of  Great  Britain. 


^  South  Wales. 


BONAR  LAW :  No,  but  it  is  one 
objects  of  the  Miners'  Federation 
Is  that  not  enough  ? 
^ttink  I  am  right  in  saying  that  in  the 
jMg  run  the  interests  of  the  miners 
.  /in  not  be  served  by  artificially  raising  the 
4906  of  coal  and  diminishing  the  supply. 
fofWt  what  use  is  this  fact  to  us  in  esti- 
otttiiag  the  effect  of  this  Bill  ?  We  have 
O  consider  not  what  certain  representa- 
iV6B  think  on  this  subject,  but  what  the 
JMijoiity  of  the  miners  think.  I  am 
|oing  to  use  what  is  not  a  very  pleasant 
agament,  but  I  use  it  with  all  respect. 
jfc  is  that  I  do  not  think  we  could  get  a 
letter  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  fact 
lum  that  which  has  been  suppUed  by 
lie  debates  on  this  subject.  In  previous 
(abates  some  of  the  very  best  speeches 
igftinst  this  Bill  were  made  by  miners' 
epiesentatives.  They  are  still  here,  but 
hey  are  not  making  speeches  on  this  sub- 
oct  to-night.  Does  anyone  suggest  that 
hey  have  changed  their  minds  ?  [An  Hon. 
ifxMBEB :  Not  at  all.]  No,  but  they  have 
{ot  to  obey  what  has  been  ordered 
ly  the  majority  of  their  Federation ; 
^nd  in  the  same  way  it  is  the 
oajority  of  the  miners  who  will  control 
he  output  of  coal.  I  do  not  think 
ihat  I  am  in  any  way  exaggerating  when 
[  say  that  the  majority  of  the  miners 
rf  the  country  look  upon  this  Bill  as 
i  means  of  getting  a  larger  amount  of 
rages  for  a  smaller  amount  of  work. 
rhe  Conmiittee,  *o  which  reference  has 
M>  frequently  been  made,  admit  that 
/here  would  be  a  disastrous  rise  in  price 
yut  for  some  mitigation  to  which  they 
make  reference.  I  would  like  to  go  into 
the  whole  subject,  but  I  do  not  want 
U>  weary  the  House  and  I  will  simply 
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refer  to  one  or  two  points.  Those  who 
formed  the  Committee  said  that  they  migh 
look  for  some  mitigation  of  this  diminu- 
tion of  supply  in  the  greater  efficiency 
of  the  men  working  shorter  hours.  That 
does  not  seem  unre'asonable  on  the  face 
of  it,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  hours  given  in  the  Returns  are  not 
the  hours  which  the  men  are  actually 
working  now.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
you  have  to  deduct  the  time  taken 
going  up  and  down  the  shaft  and  the 
walk  to  the  working  place,  which  often 
takes  as  much  as  an  hour  each  way.  I 
agree  that  that  is  work,  but  it  is  a  different 
land  of  work  from  what  is  known  as  coal 
hewing.  I  agree  that  that  kind 
of  work  does  not  tire  the  muscles 
and  exhaust  the  men  in  the  same 
way  as  coal  hewing  does.  When  the 
men  are  once  down  the  pit  and 
have  gone  through  this  superfluous 
labour  of  getting  to  the  face  of  the  coal, 
then  it  is  in  their  own  interest  to  turn  out 
every  ton  of  coal  they  possibly  can. 
When  you  remember  that  fact  I  do  not 
think  it  is  wise  to  expect  that  there  will 
be  any  great  increase  of  efficiency  in  the 
work  of  the  men.  But  we  have  experi- 
ence to  guide  us  on  this  point,  and  a  Uttle 
experience  is  worth  any  amount  of 
speculation.  In  Lanarkshire,  where  the 
coal  of  Scotland  is  produced,  an  eight- 
hours  winding  day  was  introduced  in 
the  year  1900.  I  [have  had  prepared 
these  figures  of  the  output  per  man  in  the 
Lanarkshire  mines  for  the  period  before 
and  since  this  change  was  made.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  take  a  single 
year  on  either  side,  and  so  I  have  taken 
an  average  number  of  years,  and  this  is 
the  result.  From  the  year  1897  to  the  year 
1899,  the  output  of  coal  per  man  averaged 
469  tons ;  in  1903-5  the  output  was  416 
tons,  and  these  are  the  last  years  for 
which  returns  are  available.  In  the  last 
years  the  falling  off  in  the  output  is 
slightly  greater  taking  percentages,  than 
the  falling  off  in  the  time  limit,  namely, 
one  hour.  But  that  does  not  represent 
the  whole  of  the  case.  Under  the  eight- 
hours  day  in  Lanarkshire,  if  half  an  hour 
is  lost  the  men  make  it  up  by  working 
the  full  time  ;  so  that  under  this  Bill  the 
falling  off  per  man  may  be  expected  to 
exceed  what  happens  imder  the  voluntary 
arrangement  now  in  force  in  Lanarkshire. 
The  only  other  mitigating  circumstance 
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'relied  upon  by  the  C'oinniittec  is 
that  there  would  be  a  gtoat  improve- 
ment, for  which  there  was  room,  in  coal- 
gotting  appliances.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  douDtful  result.  The  House  has 
to  remember  that  it  is  just  as  much  to 
the  interest  of  every  coal  owner  now  to 
turn  out  as  much  as  he  c^n,  and  if  he  does 
not  use  the  best  machinery  now  what 

t  guarantee  does  the  Bill  give  that  he  will 
be  any  wiser  in  the  future  than  he  has 
been  in  the  past?  It  has  already  been 
pointed  out  that  coal -cutting  machinery 
cannot  be  economically  used  where  there 
is  a  rigid  day.  The  Committee  point  this 
out  and  give  reasons  for  it.  If,  therefore, 
vou  establish  a  rigid  day  without  making 
a]iy  variation  in  the  case  of  those 
mines  using  coal-cutting  machinery,  that 
machinery  cannot  be  used.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  no  such  mitigation  is  made 
in  this  Bill  as  it  stands  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  coal-cutting.  There 
are  old  collieries  where  it  would  not 
pay  to  expend  new  capital,  and  in  the  case 
of  these  old  collieries,  unless  they  work 
double  shifts,  they  must  go  out  of  the 
market.  Later  on  the  Committee  point 
out  that  the  difficulties  of  having  double 
shifts  nre  insurmountable.  That  is  the 
])o  ;ition  of  these  old  collieries,  and  this 
J^Ill  is  going  to  throw  them  out  of  opera- 
tion. Is  that  not  a  serious  thing  ? 
TluTO  area  number  of  old  collieries  which 
m:iy  not  be  taken  entirely  out  of  the 
market,  but  the  Bill  would  not  only 
remove  that  means  of  production  and 
competition,  but  it  would  have  a  great 
effect  on  the  amount  which  the  consumer 
w(uild  have  to  pay.  I  am  not  going  to 
speculate  as  to  the  amount  of  the  rise. 
It  is  no  doubt  the  fact  that  had  this  Bill 
bc«Mi  in  operation  a  few  months  ago  the 
prit  e  would  have  been  more  than  doubled. 
What  arc  the  real  facts  of  the  case  ( 
Th*  oxttMit  of  the  rise  in  priie  does  not 
dt'poiul  at  all  on  any  arithmetical  relation 
to  tlu'  rause  whiih  produres  the  rise. 
Take  ft»r  instamv  what  hupjuMied  in 
lSi»',>.  The  priic  of  roal  rose  in  a  few 
iv.iH.tUs  :;s  r.riuh  as  TO  prr  i»'!:t.  What 
f.i-.i^'sl  xhii:  :  I:  w;i>  >:'.:. ply  Invaiiso 
tl.i'  ilr!v..i;;v;  ri»si'  vory  v:i;-rk!y.  Kveryi«i:»; 
w:..»  v.t'Ovit'.l  I  o.^i  iviia'..  To  10  afraM  that 
:!;.»: i^  was  i:*^'.'.;;  to  ^^' ;.  vhv»r:;".j;c.  ar.d  they 
a-'  I  (Vv.iu'Tivl  with  ov.o  .r; other  av.d  the 
yr.iv  roso  out  of  all  ]>rv>;v>rtion  to  the 
;uivi'.no:.al    rost.     The    sa*v.e    thiiij:    will 
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always  happen  whcro  there  in  an  iucRM 
in  the  demand.    I  do  not  put  any  figut 
on  it,  but  I  say  that  anyone  who  scofii 
at  the  possibility  of  the  demand  increuiu     | 
more  quickly  than  the  supply  and  of  i     i 
great  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  out  of  all  pro-     | 
portion  to  the  additional  codt  knows  verr     I 
little  about  the  matter.    If  it  is  admitted 
that  there  is  to  be  a  rise  in  price,  it  it  no 
answer  to  claim  that  it  is  not  going  to  be 
a  big  rise.    I  ask  the  House  to  consider 
what  even  a  small  rise  would  mean.   It 
would  mean  that  every  family  in  tki* 
country — every   working    man   in  tlii 
country— and  a  great  majority  of  them, 
remember,  are  worse  ofE  financially  than 
before — would  have  to  pay  more  for  liii 
coal.    That  would  be  the  direct  effect  on 
the  domestic  consumer ;  but  the  indimt 
effect  on  the  working  class  would  be 
greater,  for  it  would  mean  dearer  coal  for 
all  our  industries.    That  matter  has  ben 
elaborately  discussed  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  and  I  am  not  going  owr 
the  same  ground  now.     Tiiere  is  no  one 
engaged  in    the   trade   of  this  countrr 
or  who  has  ever  been  engaged  in  it,  who 
does    not    realise    that    the    priee  of 
coal  lies   at  the  root  of  the  prosperity 
of  all  our  manufacturing  industries.  1 
would  like    to    say  aometliing   of  the 
trade    I  am    familiar    with.    Look  it 
the  effect  which  a  slight  rise  in  the  price 
of  coal  has  on  the  iron  and  steel  trade. 
Iron  furnaces  have  been  buih  where  ml 
and  iron  are  found  together.    The  ii« 
trade  now  in  this  country  rests  exchn^ 
upon  a  basis  of  cheap  ooal.    Many  inn- 
works    were    noted    in  districts  wheie 
coal    was    obtainable,    and    now  thejr 
have    gone    under.       Iron-workB  imst 
Ih^     near    coal    pits    if    they   aw   to 
have  any   chance  of  surviving   m.the 
struggle  of  competition.    If  the  Hook 
would  realise  that  will   be   an  incieiK 
in  the   price    of  coal,  wliatever  it  i^- 
6d.    Is.    or    2s.    per    ton — and   vhit 
the    effect    of    multiplying    that   io8 
times  would  mean,  they  would  mite- 
stand  what    it   means  to  the    miheB 
when  they  come  to  sell  finished  iron  ml 
steel.    The  iron  and  steel  trade  is  oiie«( 
those  trades  where  competition  nov  ii 
keenest,  not  only  in  the  neutral  madA 
but  in  our  own  home  market.    Wha 
you  realise  that,  no  man  would  ba  nih 
enou&rh  to  say  that  '  le  f^Tiring  of  tUi 
Bill  mav  not  h&re  a  " 
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•the  iron  and  steel  trades  o£  the  country. 
'.Tke  liQiB.-  Member  for  the  luce  division 
suggested  that  we  ott  this  side  of  the 
iHcmse  are  so  TigoroucQy  opposed  to  this 
■Bill -simply  because  we  were  going  about 
'htmtiiig  for  an  election  cry,  and  that  at 
ffast  we  have  found  it  in. the  cry  "dearer 
Twal."  Well,  I  do  not  think  that  remark 
will  have  mnch  meaning  now.  It  would 
have  had  some  meaning  two  years  ago. 
Now 'it  is  very  evident  that  the  Gentle- 
men who- sit  on  the  Treasury  bench  are 
-doing  our  woik  for  us.  We  have  leally 
■  OD  need  to  go  out  of  our  way  to  forge 
'.weapcms.  They  have,  been  constantly 
.foiging  weapons  in  greater  number  and 
'efficac3r,  and  with  a  greater  amount  of 
laboor  than  we  could  have  forged  for 
.  oaiseives.  There  is  not  much  point  in  the 
Bemark  of  the  hon.  Member,  but  it  was 
interesting  and  well  worth  noting  for 
another  reason.  It  shows  that  the 
hon.  Member  realises  now  that  this 
:pn>posal'is  not  popular  in  the  country, 
that  it  is  something  with  which  to  go  to 
'the  constituencies.  That  is  a  consideration 
•to-^hich,  to  do  them  justice.  His  Majesty's 
i  Ministers  never  turn  a  deaf  ear,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  hope  and  believe 
thai  the  eSect  •  of  it  will  be  found 
-in  the  subsequent    fate    of    this    Bill. 

-  The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
.has  addressed  the  House  in  a  carefully 
reasoned,  closely  coimccted^  argument, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  the  House  will 
accord  to  me  a  generous  measure  of 
indulgence  while  I  endeavour  to  state 
generally  the  main  reasons  why  the 
GJovemment  commend  this  measure  to 
the  support  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  made  many  complaints  against 
this  Bill,  and  indicated  many*  evil  con- 
sequences that  he  thought  would  flow 
•from  it,  but,  at  any  rate,  whatever  may 
be  said  against  the  measure,  no  one 
can  say  that  the  Government  have  acted 
with  precipitation  in  bringing  it  before 
the  House  and  the  country.  It  has 
been  debated  for  twenty  years.  Parlia- 
i^ients,  Tory  and  Liberal,  have  affirmed 
•the  principle,  and  T  do  not  suppose  there 
■ever  was  a  similar  reform  put  forward 
in  this  House  upon  a  greater  volume 
^'  scictitific  and  accurate  information, 


or  after  riuarc  prolonged,  carnfjuiyandilua- 
tained  scrutiny.  If  the  debftt*.  <m.  the 
Second  Reading  has  thrown  vtery/Utite 
new  light  on  this  question,  it  is  because 
it  has  been  fully  and  thoroughly  -  e*r 
plored  on  former  occasions,  and  not 
only  has  it  been  fully  explored^  but  it: is 
now  illuminated  by  the  admirable  Report 
which  has  been  presented  by  the  Depart* 
mental  Committee  appointed  lastsaBsion. 
Whatever  opinions  we  may  hold  on  this 
Bill,  I  should  suppose  "that  the  whole 
House  would  join  in  expressing  its  :ad- 
miration  of  that  document.  Its.  com- 
prehensive and  lucid  arguments,  tKe 
moderation  of  its  tone,  the  judicial,. yet 
practical  temper  in  which  it  is  conceitedj 
places  us  under  deep  gratitude  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gloucester,  and  others 
who  have  collaborated  with  him  in  that 
work.  This  Report,  while  exciting  ap- 
proval on  all  sides,  gives  no  complete 
satisfaction  to  any.  It  balances,  and 
weighs,  but  it  does  not  finally  pronounce 
It  seeks  less  at  deciding  this  controversy 
than  at  defining  the  limits  within  which 
its  economic  aspect  may  be  said  to  lie. 
I  think  anyone  who  reads  the  Report  with 
attention  will  feel  after  careful  study 
that  the  limits  of  the  economic  con- 
troversy are  moderately  restricted. 
We  have  to  consider  on  the  one  hand 
the  gross  reduction  of  one^tenth  in 
the  hours  of  l&bour  of  underground 
workmen,  taking  the  average  over  all 
classes  of  men  and  all  sorts  of  mines. 
And  on  the  other  hand  we  have  as  a 
set  off  against  that  gross  reduction 
certain  very  important  mitigations  which 
are  enumerated  in  the  Report,  to  which 
I  shall  very  briefly  refer.  The  first 
economic  question  which  the  House 
has  to  settle  is  whether  these  mitigations 
which  are  enumerated  will  have  the 
effect  of  overtaking  the  reduction  which 
is  to  follow  the  curtailment  of  hours, 
or,  if  not,  how  far  they  will  fall  short 
in  overtaking  that  reduction.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  any  hon.  Gentleman 
is  likely  to  change  his  opinion  on  a 
question  of  such  complexity  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  debate,  and,  therefore, 
I  shall  only  refer  by  name  to  these 
mitigations,  bearing  in  mind  how  im- 
portant they  are.  There  are  those 
which  depend  on  the  arrangements  of 
employers,  and  those  which  depend  on 
the  volition  of  the  workers.    With  regard 
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to  the  employers  there  is  improved 
organisation,  by  methods  of  haulage 
and  winding,  and  other  means  specified 
in  the  Report.  There  is  the  more 
extensive  application  of  coal-cutting 
machinery,  and  the  sinking  of  new  pits 
with  modem  appliances,  which  is  pro- 
gressing in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
There  is  the  system  of  double  and 
multiple  shifts.  The  extension  of  the 
system  will  not  be  so  difficult  as  has 
sometimes  been  supposed.  At  the  prese  nt 
moment,  taking  the  statistics  of  1906, 
a  quarter  only  of  the  workers  below 
ground  are  employed  in  mines  in  which 
there  is  only  one  coal-getting  shift, 
and  in  all  the  mines  in  which  there 
are  two  or  more  coal-getting  shifts  the 
first  shift  preponderates  in  number 
greatly  over  the  second,  and,  therefore, 
in  applying  this  system  of  double  or 
multiple  shifts,  in  so  far  as  it  is  necessary 
to  apply  it,  we  shall  not  have  to  face 
the  difficulty  of  a  complete  transforma- 
tion in  the  methods  of  working  a  great 
many  of  the  mines,  but  it  will  be  a  mere 
extension  of  the  system  which  at  present 
exists  over  a  great  portion  of  the  coal- 
getting  area.  From  the  side  of  labour 
mitigations  which  may  be  expected 
as  ofi-sets  to  the  original  reduction  are 
not  less  important.  There  is  the  in- 
creased efficiency  of  which  we  have 
instances  actually  on-  record  in  this 
Report  which  has  followed  from  the 
reduction  of  hours.  There  is  the  power 
of  the  worker,  if  he  chooses,  to  increase 
his  earnings  on  a  short  day ;  there  is 
the  field  of  absenteeism,  which  has 
always  been  felt  as  a  reduction  of  hours, 
and  which  amounts  to  6*6  per  cent,  of  the 
working  time  of  the  mines,  and  there  is  the 
margin  of  stoppages  through  slack  trade 
and  other  circumstances  which  at  present 
aggregates  7  per  cent,  of  the  working 
time  of  the  mines.  Taking  these  last 
two  alone,  they  aggregate  13  per  cent, 
or  considerably  more  as  a  margin  than 
the  reduction  of  working  time  which 
will  be  caused  by  the  operation  of  this 
Bill,  even  when  the  full  operation  be 
effected.  I  say  first  of  all  then,  let 
the  House  consider  carefully  whether 
from  these  sources  it  is  possible  to  over- 
take the  10  per  cent,  reduction  which, 
in  the  fiist  instance,  I  ho  Bill  imposes. 
It  is  a  question  nicely  balanced ;  it 
offers  matter  for  fair  argument  this  way 
Mr,  CkmkiU. 


and  that,  but  taking  all  the  consideii' 
tions  and  means  of  mitigation  sinj^ 
and  collectively  and  their  action  one 
on  the  other,  it  is  surely  very  difficult 
to  believe  that  masters  and  men,  orgu- 
ised  as  they  are  and  working  together 
with  good  will,  and  with  ample  time 
to  accommodate  themselves  to  net 
arrangements,  will  not  be  able  fiom 
all  sources  to  overtake  the  compantivdj 
small  reduction  in  hours  the  Bill  wiD 
effect.  I  am  inclined  to  an  opinioB 
favourable  to  the  use  which  Tnll  be 
made  of  these  margins,  but  even  if  ve 
assume,  and  it  would  be  fair  and  necMsaij 
to  assume  for  the  sake  of  the  argomeut^ 
that  there  will  be  a  net  redncticm  m 
consequence  of  the  passage  of  this  Bill 
in  the  output  of  coal,  that  leductian 
must  be  temporary  and  transient  in 
its  character.  For  fifty  years  there 
have  been  continuous  changes  in  tke 
conditions  of  coal-mining  in  thjs  eonntzy. 
The  hours  have  been  reduced*  tke 
conditions  of  boy  labour  have  been 
restricted,  wages  have  been  raised,  com- 
pensation has  been  provided,  and  pie- 
cautions  against  accidents  have  hen 
multiplied.  All  these  changes,  the 
wisdom  of  which  nobody  disputes,  fioii 
a  purely  and  crudely  economio  itud- 
point  may  be  said  to  militate  sgaiut 
production.  We  have  heard  many  po- 
phecies,  but  what  has  been  the  zeniltl 
What  has  been  the  history  of  the  coil 
trade  ?  There  has  been  one  steady, 
unbroken  expanse  of  output  duiiiig  the 
last  fifty  years.  In  the  period  of  tet 
years  endmg  in  1874,  76,000,000  teal 
were  produced,  in  the  next  ten  yeas 
112,000,000,  in  the  next  ten  yeas 
145,000,000,  in  the  next  ten  yeas 
172,000,000,  and  in  the  last  penod  oi 
ten  years  214,000,00(^— a  figure  liiaA 
has  been  greatly  exceeded  ainee,  if  tki 
average  be  taken.  If  it  be  adnuttil 
that  there  may  be  a  certain  redietiot 
in  output  as  a  consequence  of  this  KDi 
that  reduction  must  De  conaaderad,  M 
by  itself,  not  in  isolatioiit  but  in  xehtiai 
to  the  steady  and  pezsiatent  movenait 
of  coal  production  for  the  lart  fifty 
years.  To  me  it  seems  certain  thai  tlii 
small  temporary  T^^ratiaa  viU  be  W 
in  the  general  '  1107  to  a^nM^ 

just  as  the  recoumg  wave  ia  lost  ii 
the  advance  oJE  the  tide.  But  thaaa 
arguments  are  whollj  vitiaufead  if  it  aodi 
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be  shown  that  the  reBtriction  of  hours 
was  so  violent  [in  its  character,  so 
sudden  in  its  application,  so  rigid  in  its 
methods  as,  not  merely  to  cause  a  certain 
shrinkage  in  the  volume  of  the  output, 
but,  if  it  were  large  enough,  to  upset 
the  economy  of  the  coal  mining  industry. 
In  that  case  there  would  be  not  merely  a 
curtailment  which  might  be  mitigated, 
but  we  should  have  injured  and  possibly 
crushed  the  industry ;  and  it  is  at  this 
point  that  it  is  proper  for  the  House  to 
consider  the  safeguards  introduced  by 
the  Government  into  the  Bill.  These 
safeguards  are  of  the  greatest  importance. 
There  is  the  safeguard  of  overtime. 
Sixty  hours  a  year  are  permitted  in 
districts  where  men  work  ten  days  a 
fortnight,  twelve  weeks  of  time  will  be 
one  hour  longer  than  the  time  allowed  by 
the  Bill ;  and  where  the  days  laboured 
are  only  four  in  the  week,  fifteen  weeks 
of  full  time  will  be  provided  out  of  the 
provision  of  overtime.  There  are  pro- 
visions with  regard  to  the  labour  of  certain 
persons  permitted  to  remain  below  ground 
and  there  is  a  power  which  relaxes 
the  Bill  fully  in  an  emergency 
which  is  likely  to  delay  or  arrest  the 
general  work  of  the  mine,  and  of  course, 
in  any  case  where  there  is  accident  or 
danger.  Finally,  if  there  should  be  a 
danger  of  a  comer  or  an  unexpected  rise 
in  price,  the  (Jovemment  have  power  by 
Order  in  Council  to  suspend  the  whole 
operation  of  the  law  in  order  to  prevent 
anything  like  a  serious  crisis  arising  in  the 
coal  trade.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
believe  that  with  all  these  safeguards  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  the  coal  industry, 
if  given  time,  to  accommodate  itself  to 
the  new  conditions.  It  was  only  two 
years  ago  that  I  wes  invited  from  these 
benches  to  contemplate  the  approaching 
ruin  of  the  gold  mines  of  the  Rand 
through  the  change  introduced  in  the 
methods  of  working.  That  change  has 
been  introduced,  with  the  result  that 
working  expenses  have  been  reduced,  and 
the  standard  of  improvement  has  in- 
creased. In  making  the  transition,  if 
time  had  not  been  allowed  to  me  to  tide 
over  the  period  of  change,  then,  indeed, 
you  might  have  had  that  disaster  which 
hon.  (Jentlemen  opposite  have  always 
been  ready  to  apprehend.  There  is  here 
to  be  a  gradual  process  of  adaptation  for 
which  not  less  than  five  years  is  per- 


mitted. I  was  very  much  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square  should 
have  conmiitted  himself  to  the  argument 
which,  if  it  meant  anything,  meant 
that  the  great  trade  imions  would 
have  been  doing  a  more  manl^  thing  if 
they  had  plunged  the  industries  of  the 
country  into  chaos  and  confusion  by  a 
general  strike,  than  by  coming  moderately 
and  patiently  every  year  to  demand  this 
reform.  The  hon.  Member  for  Brighton 
said  that  positive  reasons,  and  not 
negative  reasons,  ought  to  be  given  in 
support  of  a  measure  which  regulates 
the  hours  of  adult  labour — ^that  you 
ought  to  show,  not  that  it  will  do  no 
harm,  but  that  good  will  come  from  it 
There  are,  of  course,  such  reasons  in 
support  of  this  Bill,  but  they  are  so 
obvious  that  they  have  not  been  dwelt 
upon  so  much  as  they  might  have  been. 
Those  reasons  are  social  reasons.  We 
believe  that  the  well-being  of  the  mining 
population,  numbering  some  900,000 
persons,  will  be  sensibly  advanced  in 
respect  of  health,  industrial  efficiency, 
habits  of  temperance,  education,  culture, 
and  the  general  habits  of  life.  We  have 
seen  that  in  the  past  the  shortening  of 
hours  has  produced  beneficial  effects  in 
these  respects,  and  we  know  that  in  those 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  hours  of 
coal-mining  are  shortest,  the  University 
extension  lecturers  find  that  the  miners 
take  an  intelligent  interest  in  their  lectures 
— and  it  is  among  the  miners  of  Fifeshire 
that  a  considerable  development  in 
gardening  and  of  saving  to  enable  them 
to  own  their  own  houses,  has  followed 
on  a  longer  period  of  leisure.  But  the 
general  march  of  industrial  democracy 
is  not  towards  inadequate  hours  of  work 
but  towards  sufficient  hours  of  leisure. 
That  is  the  movement  among  the  working 
people  all  over  the  country.  They  are 
not  content  that  their  lives  should  remain 
mere  alternatives  between  the  bed  and 
the  factory.  They  demand  time  to  look 
about  them,  time  to  see  their  homes  by 
daylight,  to  see  their  children,  time  to 
think  and  read  and  cultivate  their 
gardens — time,  in  short,  to  live.  That  is 
very  strange,  perhaps,  but  that  is  the 
request  they  have  made  and  are  making 
with  increasing  force  and  reason  as  years 
pass  by.  No  one  is  to  be  pitied  for  having 
to  work  hard,  but  nature  has  contrived  a 
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special  rewaid  for  the  man  who  works 
hard.  It  gives  him  an  extra  relish  which 
enables  him  to  gather  a  satisfaction  in 
search  of  which  the  social  idler  wanders 
vainly  through  the  twenty-four  hours. 
This  reward,  so  precious  in  itself,  is 
snatched  away  from  the  man  who  has 
won  it  if  the  hours  of  his  labour  are  too 
long  or  the  conditions  of  his  labour  too 
severe  to  leave  any  time  for  him  to  I 
enjoy  the  reward  he  has  won.  I  have 
here  a  quotation  from  "Principles  of 
Economics,"  by  Professor  Marshall,  who 
rec4?ntly  resigned  the  professorship  of 
Political  Economy  at  Cambridge,  which 
illustrates  with  great  force  the  point 
I  am  submitting  without  which  I  contend  ' 
we  cannot  make  our  support  of  the  Bill  | 
complete.     Professor  Marshall  says —      | 

'"  The  influence  which  the  standard  of  hours  i 
of  work  exerts  on  economic  activities  is  partially  , 
obscured  by  the  fact  that  the  earnings  of  a 
human  being  are  commonly  counted  gross; 
no  special  reckoning  being  made  for  his  wear- 
and-tear,  of  which  he  is  himself  rather  careless. 
Further,  very  little  account  is  taken  of  the  evil 
oiTopts  of  the  oy^work  of  men  on  the  well- 
boing.  of .  the  next  generation.  .  .  .  When 
the  hpurs  and  the  general  conditions  of  > 
labour  are  such  as  to  cause  great  wear- 
and-tear  of  body  or  mind  or  both,  and  to  load 
to  a  low  standard  of  living ;  when  there  has 
been  »  want  of  that  leisure,  rest  and  repose, 
which  are  among  the  ncccrtsarios  for  efKoiency, 
then  the  labour  has  been  extravagant  from 
the  point  of  \"iew  of  society  at  large.  .  .  . 
And,  since  material  wealth  exists  for  the  sake 
of  man,  and  not  man  for  the  sake  of  material 
wealth,  the  replacement  of  inefficient  and 
stunted  human  lives  by  more  efficient  and  fuller 
Hvee  would  be  a  gain  of  a  higher  order  than  any 
temporary  material  loss  that  might  have  been 
occasioned  on  the  way." 

But  it  may  be  said  that  these  arguments 
are  general,  and  that  special  circum- 
stances existed  to  differentiate  the 
case  of  coal-miners  from  that  of 
many  other  industries  in  this  country. 
Others  have  spoken  of  the  heat 
of  the  mine,  the  danger  of  firedamp, 
of  the  cramped  ]K)sition,  of  the 
muscular  exertions  of  the  miner,  at  work 
in  galleries  2}orhaps  a  mile  under  the 
jrround.  I  select  the  single  fact  of  de- 
privation of  natural  liglit.  That  alone  is 
enough  to  justify  Parlijiniciit  in  dircctinjr 
upon  the  industry  of  coal-minin*^  a  speci- 
ally sovorc  scrutiny  ;uid  iiitroiliicing 
regulations  of  a  diiTcnMit  character  from 
those  elsewhere.  The  lion.  Member  for 
AViudsor,  who  moved  the  rejection  of 
this  Bill,  (lescrilied  it  as  a  reckless  and 
Mr.  (liurchiU. 


foolhardy  eo^eriment.  '  I  see  the  minK 
emerging  from  the  pit  after  c^ht  hon^ 
work  with  the  assertion  on  his  lips  tiitt 
he,  at  any  rate,  has  paid  his  dair^  dak 
to  his  fellow  men.    Is  the    Hoase  oi 
Commons  now  going   to   say   to  him. 
*' You  have  no  right  to  be  here.    Yon 
have  only  worked  eight  honrs.    Yonr 
appearance  on  the  surface  of  the  earth 
after   eight   hours*    work   is,   to  quote 
the    hon.    Member,    a    dangerous  ud 
foolhardy  experiment  ? "  Two  houismoic 
are  demanded  in  the  intere«:t  of  econoBUBL 
I  do  not  wonder  a  bit  at  the  mimn' 
demand.    I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heiit 
to  feel  the  slightest  surprise,  or  indigni- 
tion,  or  mental  disturbance.    Mycapaei^ 
for  wonder  is  entirely  absorbed,  not  by  tk 
miners'  demand,  but  by  the  gentlemin 
in  the  silk  hat  and  white  waistcoat  who 
has    the    coolness,    the    calmness,    tk 
composure,    and    the    oomplacenoy  to 
deny  that  demand  and  dispute  it  with 
him.    The  hon.  Member  for  Duhrii^ 
himself  a  convinced  ptotectioDist,  with  a 
tariff  with  1,200  articles  in  its  schedidtfia 
his  coat-tail  pocket — has  given  lu  a  de- 
lightful lecture  on  the  iniportanoeof  c1i«p- 
ness  of  production.    Tlunk  of  the  poor 
consumer.    Think  of  the  importsnee  to 
our  industries  of  cheapness  of  piodnirtiMm. 
We  on  this  side  are  great  admiien  of 
cheapness  of  production.    We  hsve  1^ 
minded  the  hon.  Genldeman  of  it  often ; 
but  why  should  cheapness  of  prodnctMh 
alwa>'8  be  achieved  at  the  ezpensB  A 
the  human   factor  %    The  hon.  Gestle- 
mtm  spoke  with  anxiety  of  the  powKfity 
of  a  rise  in  miners'  wages  as  a  oonseqseiKC 
of   this    Bill.    Has   he-  conaiderad  tk 
relation  of  miners*  wages  to  the  sdliu 
prices    of    coal  ?    At    the    pit's  msnA 
the  underground-workers*  wages  sieeBly 
60  per  cent,  of  the  selling  price  of  ooiL 
Free  on  board  on  the  Tyne  the  pIopQ^ 
tiou   is  only  38  per  cent.  •  As  oosl  ii 
sold  here  in  the  south  of  England  tk 
proportion  is  less  than  one^fifth'  of  tie 
whole  price.     Is  it  not  dear  that  thAe 
are  other  factors  at  least  wfaic)k-re<(iiie 
consideration  before  you  decide  to  dal 
with  the  human  factor  which  first  attnib 
tho  ri^ht  hnii.  Gentleman?    Wlntsboit 
mining  niyalties  ?     la  idl  this  talk  shNit 
the   importance   of  cheap  coal  toi-oiff 
;  industries   and   to   the    poor   octasttMK 
'  we    have    had   no   i  enti<on    of*  laiiHif 
royalties.    No.    We  never  iiwntlBn  thit 
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That  is  never  heard.  Yet,  will  the  House 
believe  it,  it  is  estimated  that  tnining 
royalties  impose  a  toll  of  6  per  cent., 
calculated  on  the  price  of  coal  at  the 
pit's  mouth,  or  considerably  more  than 
half  the  total  diminished  production 
which  could  result  from  this  humane 
Act  of  labour  legislation.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  went  further, .  and  said : 
"Why  stop  here?  Why  don't  your 
arguments  apply  elsewhere  ? "  The 
Member  for  Cambridgeshire  mentioned 
people  whose  conditions  of  life  he  thought 
worse  than  some  of  those  of  coalminers. 
Why  stop  here,  we .  are  asked.  Who 
ever  said  we  would  stop  here  ?  I  welcome 
apd  support  this  measure,  not  only 
iot  its  own  sake,  but  much  jnore  because 
it  is,  I  believe,  simply  the  precursor  of 
the  general  movement  which  is  in  pro- 
gress all  over  the  world,  and  in  other 
industries  besides  this,  towards  a  reconcil- 
ing of  the  conditions  of  labour  with  the 
well-ascertained  laws  of  science  and  health. 
When  we  are  told  that  because  we  support 
this  measure  we  shall  be  inflicting  an 
injury  or  injustice  on  other  classes  of  the 
population,  I  say  there  is  a  great  solidarity 
among  all  classes.  I  believe  that  when  they 
consider  this  matter. they  will  see  that  all 
legitimate  interests  are  in  harmony,  that 
no  one  class  can  obtain  permanent  advan- 
tage by  undue  strain  on  another,  and  that 
in  the  end  their  turn  will  come  for  shorter 
hours,  and  will  come  the  sooner  because 
they  have  aided  others  to  obtain  that 
which  they  desire  themselves.  When 
the  House  is  asked  to  contemplate  gloomy 
pictures  let  them  recur  to  the  example 
of  Parliaments  gone  by.  When  the  Ten 
Hours  Bill  was  introduced  in  1847,  a  Bill 
which  afiected  the  hours  of  adult  males 
inferentially,  the  same  lugubrious  pro- 


phecies were  indulged  in  froin  both  sides 
of  the  House.  Distirpuished  economists 
came  forward  to  prove  that  the .  whole 
profit  of  the  textile  industry  was  reaped 
after  the  eleventh  hour.  Famous  states- 
men on  both  sides  spoke  strongly  against 
the  measure.  That  Parliament^  jn  1847, 
was  in  the  same  sort  of  position  as  we  are 
to-day  in  this  respect,  but  how  differently 
circumstanced  in  other  respects.  That 
Parliament  did  not  enjoy  the  wide  and 
accurate  statistical  information  in  every 
branch  of  labour  which  enables  us  to-day 
to  move  forward  with  discretion  and 
prudence.  They  were  not. able  to  look 
to  the  general  evidences. of  commercial 
security  and  expansion  on  which  modem 
politicians  can  rely.  They  could  not  show 
as  we  can  show,  overwhelming  exwnplea 
of  owlish  prophecies  directly  disproved ; 
they  could  not.  point  as.  we  can  point  to 
scores  of  cases  where  not  only  increased 
eflSiciency,  but  a  positive. increase  in  out- 
put has  followed  the  reduction  of  the  hours 
of  labour.  The  principle  wjeis  new,  the 
future  was  vague.  But  Parliament  in 
those  days  did  not  quail.  They  trusted 
the  broad  generous  instincts  of  conmion 
sense  ;  they  drew  a  good,  bold  Une ;  and 
we  to-day  enjoy  in  a  more  gentle,  more 
humane,  more  skilful,  more  sober,  and 
more  civilised  population  the  blessings 
which  have  followed  theur  acts.  .  J^ow  it 
is  our  turn.  Let  us.vot^  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  in  so  doing 
establish  a  claim  for  respect  from 
Parliaments  to  come  such  as  we 
owe  to  Parliaments  of  the  past. 

Question  put. 

Th<i  House  divided  :— Ayes,  390  ;  Noes, 
120.     (Division  List  No.  160.) 


Abraham.  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
A^ew,  Georgo  W^illiam 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
AMen,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Chriatchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
ABqmth,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astbory,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jonos,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 


AYES. 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John  ) 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barnard,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  N. 

!  Barry,  Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 

tBeale,W.  P. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Belloc,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 
Benn,^ir  J.Williams(Devonp*rt 
Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo) 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 


Bethell,Sir  J  H.(  Essex,  Rorafrd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.  F.  L.(Lano8.,Leigh) 

Brunner,BtHn  Sir J.T(Cheshi£e 
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Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Bybum 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buzton,Bt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  FeUx  Thomley 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
C-ondon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sussex,E.Grinst'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
C^oefield,  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalmeny,  Lord 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 
Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancras,N 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumees 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,Major  E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards,  Cloment  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimio 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fcnwick,  Charles 
ForeuH,  T.  R. 
Fcfflruson,  11.  C.  Munro 
Ffrcnch,  Potor 
Find  lay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Josejih 
J*'lynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fiillerton,  Hugh 
(Jill,  A.  H. 

Gladstono.Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 
( Jlon-Coat  s.  Sir  T.(Renfrew,W. ) 
Glovor,  Thomas 


Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Haldanc,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hnll,  Frederick 

Hal  pin,  J. 

HRr<jourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ross'ndale 

Harcoart,  Robert  V.  (Montrose 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (MerthyrTydvil 

Harms  worth,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r.) 

Harmsworth,  R  L.(Caithn'8S-8h 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Haydcn,  John  Patrick 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Hoi)e,W.Bateman  (Somerset,N 

Horn  i man,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idria.  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H, 

Isaacs,  Rnfus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  (Alfred) 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  "Sir  D.Brynmor(Swansea 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett,  P.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  ^L 

Koarlcy,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kckcwioh,  Sir  George 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kineaid-Sijiith,  Captain 

Kiujr,  Alfred  John  (Knutsfoid) 

JjHidlaw.  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  (f.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 

l^a,  Hugh  C<H^iil  (St.Pancra8,E) 

Le<'se,iSir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 


Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.  Levy  (Es8ex,Hannrh 
Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire.  WimI) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lnttrell,  Hngh  Fownes 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

Biaodonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Biaodonald,  J.M.(FaIkirk  B*gfai 
Kacnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MaoVeash,  Jeremiah  (Down,S) 
MacVei^,Charle8  (Donegftl,£.) 
M*Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  Sir  George 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M*Micklng,  Maior  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Bfanfield,  Harry  (Norihsats) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon  (Launcettoo) 
Marnham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  £.  W.  (Coventiy) 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher*  Michael 
Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N) 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Molteno,  Percy  Alport 
Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Mooney,  J.  J. 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alphens  Cleophas 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  Eut) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  BaasetlsT) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nichol8on,niar]es  KCDonetifr 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Wi\Mm 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  RirhanI 
Nussey,  Thomas  Wilhuii 
Nuttall,  Harry 
0*Brieu,Kendal(Tjppeni7  IC 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkeimy} 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
0*Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  C  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  &) 
0*Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo.  N.) 
0'Kelly,James  (Roiie<niuMB,V 
O'Shaughnesqr,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (HaUfaz) 
Partington,  Oswald 
P^roe,  Robert  (SUfls,  Led) 
P^arce,  William  (LfanshoMe) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Cbbfcsslef) 
Ptorks,  Sir  Robert  WOKsa    ^' 
Philippe,  Col.  Ivor  (S'tlvBipCA 
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Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
PhiUipe,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickersgilly  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  0.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,  Sir  Robert  J.(Norfolk,E. ) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
Pnllar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford,  Q.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.  F.( Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs) 
Robcrtson,Sir  G  Scott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon  j 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork)  | 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East)       i 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rose,  Charles  Day  i 

Rowlands,  J.  I 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter  • 
"Russell,  T.  W.  ! 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire)  i 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford)  ' 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland)  i 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel)  i 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde)       ' 


Schwann,  Sir  C.E. (Manchester) 
Scott,  A  H(Ashton-under-Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.T.(Hawiok,B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  .fohn 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smjrth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,Hon.  Arthur(Ormskirk 
Staveley-HiU,  Henry  (Staff 'sh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart,.Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachev,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summer  bell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,}!*. ) 
Thomas,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomaa,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thompson,  JWH(Somerset,E. ) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thorne,  G.R.  (Wolverhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 


Vemey,  F.W. 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.(Leicester) 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Waltois  Joseph 

Ward,John  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 

Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampton) 

Waring,  Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay.T.j 

Wason,RtHn  E  (Clackmannan 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orkney ) 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams.  Llewelj'n(Carmarth'n 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williams,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, J.  W.  (Worcestersh,N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.Pancras,S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Arkw right,  John  Stanhope 

Amold.Forster.RtHn.Hugh  0. 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrey-  Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.SirH. 

Baldwin,  Stanley 

Balfour,RtHn.  A.  J.(City  Lond.) 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Baring,  Capt.HnG(Winchester) 

Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry,  N.) 

Beach, Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
-Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.H.  M. 
'Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
•Camon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Castlereagh,  Viscoimt 
Cave,' George 
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Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
(;!ecil.  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,E.) 
Chamberlain,RtHnV.A.(Worc. 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Cory,  Sir  Cllifford  John 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Cox,  Harold 

Criag,Charle8  CHu^is(Antrim.S. ) 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
I  Dixon- Hart  land,SirFredDixon 
j  Doughty,  Sir  George 
,  Douglas.Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
I  Dimcan.Robert  (Lanark.Govan 
i  Faber,  George  I)ension(Y'ork) 
I  Faber,  Capt.W.V.(Hants,W.) 

Fardell,  SirT.  C^orge 
I  Fell,  Arthur 
■  Forster,  Henry  William 
j  Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
'  Grooch,Henry  C\ibitt(P^khfun) 

3  A 


,  Gordon,  J. 

I  Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
I  Hardy,  Laurence(Kent,A8hf  rd 
Harris,  Frederick  Le  vert  on 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

I  Helmsley,  Viscount 
Herbert,T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

I  Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield ) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

I  Kennaway,RtHn.Sir  John  H . 

I  Kerry,  Earl  of 

I  Keswick,  William 

i  Kimber,  Sir  Henry 

!  King,Sir  HenrySeymour(Hull) 

\  Lambton,Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

I  Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lee,Arthur  H.(Hants,Fareham 
Lockwood.Rt  Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Col.Charle8  W.(fivef^m ) 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Waltei<I>abliii3) 
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Lonsdale,  John  Bro^-nlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MacCaw,William  J.  MacGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Charles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Middlemore,J.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Moore,  William 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison- Bell,  Captain 
Nield,  Herbert 
O'Neill,  Hon. Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenczer 
Rat<!liff.  Major  R.  F. 
Rawlinson,  J.  Frederick  Peel 


.  Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
I  Renton,  Leslie 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Ecclesall) 
I  Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
I.  Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
I  Sandy8,Lieut.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
'  Sheffield,Sir  BerkeleyGeorgeD. 
I  Smith,Abel  H.(Hertford,EaBt) 
I  Smith,F.E.(Liverpool,  Walton) 
i  Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
I  Stanicr,  Beville 
:  Starkey,  John  R. 
I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

Talbot.RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv. 
I  Tennant,  Sir  Edward(Salisbury 
I  Thornton,  Percy  M. 


Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker.  Col.  W.H.( Lancashire) 
WalroBd,  Hon.  Lionel         M' 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Midi 
Williams.  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby.  Lord  i 
Wil8on,A.  Stanley  (York,  E.B.) 
Winterton.  Earl 
Wortley.Rt.Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart. 
Wyndham.  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion     made,     and     Question     put. 
That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 


mittee   of  the  WTiole  House." — {Mr,  A» 
J.  Balfour,) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  113  ;  Noes, 
391.     (Division  List  No.  'l67.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Baldwin.  Stanley 
Balfour,RtHn.A.J.(City  Lond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,  Capt.Hn.G( Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach.Hn.Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Be  Hairs,  Carlyon 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henrv 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil.  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,Lord  R.(Marylebonc,  E.) 
Ch.tmberlain,Rt.Hn.JA.(Worc. 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  Major  E.F.(Lewisham) 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig.Captain  James(Do^Ti,E.) 
Cniik,  Sir  Henry 
Cross,  Alexander 
Dalrymple.  Viscount 
J)ixon-Hartland,Sir  FredDixon 
Doughty.  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncan,  Robt.  (I^uiark,Govan) 


AYES. 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber.Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants.W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibba,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gooch, Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Gordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
He  1ms ley.  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kerry,  Earl  of 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Sir  Henrj- 
King,Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 
I^ambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
T-Ane-Fox,  G.  R. 
I^w, Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lee,Arthur  H.(Hants,Farehani 
Lockwood.Rt.  Hn.  Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Col.Charles  W.(Evesham ) 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (Dublin.S. 
I^nsdale,  John  Brownlee 
.Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M'Arthur,  Charles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
M  iddlcmore,  John  Throgmorton 


Mildmay.  Francis  Bingham 

Moore,  William 

Mor|)eth,  Viscount 

Morrison-BelL  Captain 

Nield,  Herbert 

0*Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrent 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

RatclifF,  Major  R.  F. 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 

Remnant,  Jamefl  Farquharson 

Renton,  Leslie 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  S  .(ShefRekl.  Ecclenll) 

Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 

Salter,  Artlmr  Clavell 

Sandys.  Lieut.-Col.  Thos.  MtIm 

Sheffiekl,Sir  Berkelev  Gcorn  D. 

Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 

Smith,F.E.(Liverpool,  Wsltoa) 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Straiul) 

Stanier.  Beville 

St«rkcy,  John  R. 

Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chkhestei) 

Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.(Ozf  d  Unir. 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Walker ,Col.  W.H.  (Lancashin) 

Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel 

Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Willoughby  de  Eresbv.  Lord 

Wilson, A.  Stanley  (York,  E.B.) 

Winterton.  Earl 

Wortley.  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuit- 

Wyndhiam,  Rt,  Hon.  George 

Younger,  George 

TxLLEBS  roB  TRX  Atb— Sir 
Alexander  AcUnd-Hood  and 
Viscount  ValentU. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham.  William  (Rhondda) 
Aria  ml,  Francis  Dvke 


NOES. 

Awiew.  Gcorjjrc  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 


Allen*  A.  Aclftnd(ClirutcknRh. 
Allen,  Charlea  P.  (Strand) 
Ashton,  ThonuM  G«ir 
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Asquith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

ABtbury,  John  Meir. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth)  | 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.(Somer8et) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnard,  £.  B. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,Redmond  J.  (Tyrone,  N.) 

Boale,  \V.  P. 

Beauchamp,  £. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Belloc,HiIaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 

Benn,Sir  J.WilliamsCDevonp'rt 

Benn,W.(T*w'r  Hamlets,S.Geo. 

Benoett,  £.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

BetheU,SirJ.H.(£s8ex,Romfrd 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Brocklchurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Bnmner,J.  F.  L. '(Lanes.,  Leigh 

Bnmner,RtHnSix J.T.  (Ch'shire 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Carr-Gomm,  H.^W. 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Chance,  Frederick  William 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Ails  ton 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

ChurchilI,Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collins,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancras,W 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H.(Sus8*x,E.Grinst*d 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Oooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

CroHsley,  William  J. 

CuUinan,  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Dalmeny,  Lord 

Dalziel,  James  Henrv 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion)7' 


Davies,  M.  yaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,S.) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invomess-sh.) 
Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancras,N 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne.Major  E.Martin(Wal8alI 
Edwarc*3,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
ElJis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  Creorge  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Jn. 
Glen.Coat8,SirT.  (Renfrew,W.) 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Grooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gurdon,RtHn.Sir  W.Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Hal  pin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.  L.  (Rossendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Harmsworth,Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harmsworth.R.  L.  (Caithn'ss-sh 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Has  lam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Hender8on,Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.  (Aberdeen,  W. ) 
Henrv,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt.  Richard  Durning 
Hooper,  A.  G. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
3  A  2 


Hope,  W.Bateman  (Somerset  ,N 

Horniman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey  j} 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison  j , 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Sir  D.Brynmor(  Swansea) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kincaid -Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,Edmund  G.  (Leominster) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

I-Aw,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.  j 

Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 

Lea,Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras,E.) 

Leese.Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever, A.  Levy  (Es£ex,Harwich) 

Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -Creorge,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeill.  John  Gordon  Swift 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S. 

MacVeigh,Charle8  (Donegal,E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M.^ 

M'Crae,  Sir  George 

M'Kcnna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N) 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 
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Mooney,  J.  J. 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alphens  Cleophas 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Nownes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls,  George 
Nicholson,Charle8  N.(Doncast'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donneli,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Clonor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,Jame8  (Ro8common,N 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald) 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  Sir  W.  D.  (Colchester) 
Porks,  Sir  Robert  William 
Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickeragill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W,  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,  Sir  Robert  J.(Norfolk,E.) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
PuUar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scnrrah 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell(Scarboro') 
Reddy,  M. 
Redmond,  JohnE.(  Wat  erf  ord)    ' 


{COMMONS} 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richard8,Thoma8  (W.MomnHh 
Richards,  T.  F.(  Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberta,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robert8,Sir  John  H.(Denbigh8) 
Robertson,Sir  G  Soott(Bradf  rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (T^eside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roche.  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rose,  Cy'harles  Day 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  Jfthn  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.  (Manchester) 
Scott,  A.H.(  Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staflfs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley  ,Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley ,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.. 
Steadman,  W.  C.  ^ 

Stewart,  Halley  (Grennock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
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Taylor,  TlModore  C.  (RadcUfFe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (BenrickBhiie) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  £. ) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgaii,R) 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thompson,  J  W.H.(Somenet.E 
Thom^  G.  B.  (Wolverhampton 
Thomo^  \^lliam  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinaoa,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 
Vivian,  Heniy 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  B.  (Lekertcr) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upoD-Trent 
Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampton 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Coortsoay  T. 
Wa8on,Bt.Hn.E  (Clackmannin 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Watorlow,  D.  S. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartODshiie) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Hsliftx 
Whittaker3UHn.SirTlioniuP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,Llewe^yn(CarBiftrth*n 
Williams,  Osmond  (Mmoneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HuU,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Dorham,  Mid) 
^Tilson,  J.  H.  (BfiddlMfarongb) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (WorcestsrdL  N) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St  Pancns,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  ( WecthooghtoB) 
Winfrey,  B. 
Yoxall,  James  Henzy 

Tellsbs  lOB  THX  Noxs— Hr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  ai 

Elibank. 


Bill       committed     to     a      Standing 
Committee. 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 

^    Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Lloyd-Georoe,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs)  moved  that  the  Bill 
be  recommitted  in  respect  of  the  schedule 


and  in  respect  of  the  Amendments  to 
;  paragraphs  (i.)  and  (IL)  of  the  proviso  in 
;  paragraph  (a)  of  Clause  3,  Btanduig  on 
I  the  Notice  Paper  in  his  name  as  Amend- 
ments to  be  moved  on  reoonmiitlal.  He 
I  said  that  he  made  this  Motion  as  the 
i  result  of  a  general  demand  made  I^  ad 
i  sections  of  Uie  House.  The  sliding  sesle 
,  was  moved  from  the  other  aide  of  the 
I  House  and  finally  theGoveramentzeoom- 
i  mended  its  adoption,  and  itwascanied  hf 
I  a  ver}'  great  majority.   But  aminorityolK 
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jected  that  it  was  not  liberal  enough,  and 
pressed  for  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it, 
which  the  Government  could  not  very 
well  resist.  The  other  points  dealt  with 
the  medical  relief  danset,  and  whether 
they  included  provision  for  food  and 
necessaries  in  the  case  of  childbirth.  He 
assumed  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
any  p  rolonged  discuouon  at  any  rate  on 
those  points. 

Motion  made,  ai.d  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  aspect 
of  the  Schedule  and  in  respect  of  the 
Amendments  to  paragraphs  (i.)  and  (ii.) 
of  the  proviso  to  paragraph  (a)  of  Claufe 
3,  standing  on  the  Notice  Paper  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
as  Amendments  to  be  moved  on  re- 
committal."— (Mr,  Lloyd-George.) 

♦Mr.    CARLILE    (Hertfordshire,    St. 
Albans)  moved  an  Amendment    asking 
that  Clause  2  be  recommitted  together 
with    the    other    provisions    to    which 
the    Motion    referred.     Clause    2    con- 
tained   one     of    the    most    vital    pro- 
visions   of    the    Bill,   and  it  had    had 
no     discussion    at    all.     It    was    most 
unreasonable  to  pass  such  a  clause  with- 
out any  opportunity  being  allowed  for 
proper    debate    upon    it.     The    clause 
dealt   with   the   question   of   age.     The 
age  could  be  raised  above  seventy  even 
on   Report,   and  while  there  might  be 
some  in  the  House  who   would  desire  ' 
to   raise  it  from   an   economical   point 
of  view  there  would  not  be  many  of 
that  opinion.     But  there  would  certainly  I 
be  a  very  strong  Party  who  would  be 
disposed  to   reduce  the   age,   and  that 
they   should   not   have   an   opportunity 
of   discussing   the   point  seemed  to   be 
highly   undesirable.     There    was   clearly  I 
neither  in  the  House  nor  in  the  country  ' 
any  unanimity  as  to  the  age,  and  that  ; 
constituted  a  ground  for  its   considera-  ' 
tion.     There  was  also  no  question  under 
the  Bill  of  providing  for  infirmity,  and 
as  the  age  was  fixed  so  very  high  that 
some   of   their   friends   in   the   country 
were   telling  them   it   was  no   good  to 
them   because  it  was  only  "five  bob  a 
week  when  they  were  dead,"   that   al;io 
seemed    a    sufficient  ground  for    giving 
the    House    an    opportunity    of    really , 
considering    whether   seventy    was    the 
right  age.  , 


Mr.  OBETTON  (RutUnd)  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  first  word  *  of/ to  insert 
the  words'  Clause  2  and.*  "— < Jfr.  CarliU,)  j^ 

••.  • 

Question  proposed,  *^  That  those  words 
be   there   inserted." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  would 
not  like  to  say  it  was  not  fair  that  they 
should  be  pressed  at  this  stage,  but,  at 
any  rate,  he  did  not  gather  that  the 
hon.  (Gentleman  himself  was  in  favour 
of  reducing  the  age.  At  least  he  did 
not  vote  for  it. 


Mr.   CARLILE; 

chance. 


I  did  not   get  a 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  beg  his 
pardon.  He  did.  A  Vote  was  chal- 
lenged on  it  by  the  Labour  Members. 

Mr.  CARLILE  :  That  was  against  the 
whole  clause. 

Mr.  LLOYDGEORGE  said  it  was 
understood  to  be  a  challenge  upon  the 
age-limit  and  the  hon.  Member  had  not 
himself  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour 
ef  reducing  the  age.  They  clearly  could 
not  recommit  the  Bill  to  ruse  a  point 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  hicks  BEACH  (Gloucestershiret 
Tewkesbury)  said  it  was  a  pity  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  show  a  little 
grace  to  the  House  and  have  the  Bill 
recommitted  in  respect  of  Clause  2  which 
had  never  been  discussed  at  all.  It  was 
true  that  Members  below  the  gangway 
challenged  a  division  on  the  whole  clause, 
but  though  their  intention  might  have 
been  most  excellent  they  never  gave  any 
information  as  to  the  particular  grounds 
on  which  they  were  challenging  a  division. 
To  say  that  his  hon.  friend  had  indirectly 
expressed  an  opinion  about  the  age- 
limit  because  he  did  or  did  not  vote 
in  the  division  challenged  by  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway,  who 
never  explained  the  reason  they  were 
challenging  it,  appeared  to  be  a  quibble 
hardly  worthy  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  did  not  mind  telling 
him  he  himself  would  certainlv  not  vote 
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for  the  reduction  of  the  age-limit.  He 
(|uite  agreed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  no  money  at  all  at  his  disposal 
to  meet  the  increased  cost  that  would  be 
entailed,  but  they  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  discovering  what  was  the 
general  opinion  in  the  House  itself 
about  the  age-limifr.  It  was  a  very 
important  part  of  the  Government  Bill, 
and  if  it  was  wonh  an\i:hing  at  all  it 
surely  was  worth  an  hou"  or  two's 
discussion  in  Committee.  It  was 
the  duty  of  Members  to  try  to  find 
out  what  was  the  general  feeling 
of  the  House  upon  the  age-limit, 
and  what  demands  were  likely  to  be 
made  in  future  upon  the  Exchequer 
as  a  result  of  the  change  which  would 
undoubtedly  be  made.  He  thought  if 
the  opinion  of  the  House  was  taken  upon 
the  age-limit,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  find  there  were  few 
Members  who  were  satisfied  with  it. 
Many  hon.  Members  were  pledged  to 
get  the  age  -  limit  reduced  below 
seventy,  and  therefore  the  Grovem- 
ment  ought  to  be  prepared  to  pay  not 
only  all  demands  up  to  seventy  years 
of  age,  but  even  up  to  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  if  the  country  demanded  it,  and 
they  should  not  have  brought  this  Bill 
in  at  all  unless  they  were  prepared  to 
find  the  money  in  years  to  come.  The^e 
was  another  point  which  might  have 
been  brought  up  under  this  Clause,  but 
which  had  not  yet  been  touched  upon. 
,0n  the  Second  Reading  they  had  a 
discussion  upon  the  merits  of  a  contri- 
butory scheme,  but  no  discussion  took 
place  as  to  whether  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  for  the  State  to  give  a 
8U!n  of  money  to  the  various  friendly 
<  societies  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
held  to  the  credit  of  their  members. 
Men  and  women  insured  themselves 
in  those  societies  against  sickness  and 
they  had  a  certain  sum  placed  to  their 
credit,  and  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  that 
sum  was  handed  over  to  them.  Surely 
it  would  have  been  possible  to  have 
assisted  these  societies  by  giving  them 
some  additional  grant  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  which  the  members  had 
placed  to  their  credit. 


Mr.  deputy-speaker  :  I  do  not 

think  this  question  arises  now. 

Mr.  Hicks  Beach. 


Mr.  HICKS  BEACH  submitted  that 
if  the  clause  had  been  dealt  with  at  all 
it   would   have   been    possible   to  have 
dealt  with  that  question.    As  no  oppor 
tunity  had  been  afforded  them  of  raising 
that  subject  in  the  discussion  he  thought 
it   was  very  desirable,   from  the  point 
of  view  both  of  the    Grovemment   and 
I  of  the  House  at  large,  that. the  subject 
should  be  considered.    Unless  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  make  the  House  of 
I  Lords  undertake  the  Committee  stages 
I  of  all  their  Bills  it  was  desirable  that 
I  the  Government  should  reconsider  their 
:  decision  in  regard  to  the  recommittal 
'  of  this  clause. 

Mr.    WALTER   LONG   (Dublin,  S.) 
said  the  action  of  his  hoh.  friend  on  this 
point  was  not  only  justifiable  but  inevit- 
able.    Why  was  the  Motion  to  recommit 
the   Bill  made  ?    They  were  told  that 
it  had  been  made  in  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  the   Opposition   and  in  con- 
sequence   of   the    schedule    not  ha\ing 
been    discussed.   .The    real    reason   for 
recommitting    the    Bill    was    that  the 
Government   thought   fit   to  move  the 
closure  by  compartments  Resolution  before 
they  had  fully  realised  the  main  diffi- 
culties of  the  Bill,  with  the  result  that 
they  had  bee^  obliged  to  abandon  the 
fixed   standard   and   adopt   the  slifng 
scale.    Their  own  Resolution  had  operated 
so   harshly   upon   themselves  that  the 
Government    had    found    it    impossible 
to  listen  to  comments  upon  theii  new 
proposals.    Therefore   this   Motion  had 
been  made  to  enable  the  House  to  diflcou 
Government  Amendments  on  the  paper, 
and  it  was  most  improper  to  condemn 
the  action  of  his  hon.  friend  as  nnfair 
when   that  was   the   only    opportunity 
they  would  have  of.  raising  the  general 
question.     It     was    the     only     oppor- 
tunity of  raising  a  debate  on  the  question 
of  the   age-limit.     He  could    not   vote 
for   a   wholesale   reduction   of   the  Age 
from    seventy   to   sixty-five,    but   some 
opportunity   ought   to   be   afforded  for 
stating    the    counter-proposition    which, 
while  not  hostile  to  the  Bill,  would  have 
lessened  the  burden  on  the  State. 

The  FOSTMASTER-OBNEBAL  (lb. 
iSydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamleta, 
Poplar)  :  That  is  not  relevsat  on  thii 
clause. 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was  I  indifEerence  to^  them  whether^  the  Bil} 
■dealing  for  the  moment  with  the  Prime  |  was  recommitted  or  not.  He  thought 
Minister  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  i  it,  was  ^ell  that  that  shonld  be 
Exchequer.  A  scheme  had  been  dis-  !  clearly  understood.  In.  regard  to  the 
•cussed  amongst  friendly  societies  which  |  particular  Amendment,  it  was  an  extra-, 
had  for  its  object  that  very  result,  namely,  ordinary  thing  that  its  supporters 
to  establish  by  a  dual  system  a  pension  ,  disclaimed  any  desire  to  alter  the  age- 
ior  those  who  had  attained  a  certain  |  limit, 
age.     This  was  the  clause  upon  which 


the  subject  could  be  raised,  and  the 
House  was  afforded  an  illustration  in 
this  case  of  the  extraordinary  hardship 
caused  by  the  operation  of  th^  closure 


Mr.  CARLILE  denied  that  as  far  as 
he  was  concerned. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  perhaps  he 


l)y  compartments  Motion,  which  had  went  too  far;  certainly  they  abstained  from 
«hut  out  many  questions  in  which  hon.  \  expressing  any  desire  for  alteration. 
Members  in  all  quarters  of  the  House  I  As  regarded  the  time  spent  in  Committee 
were  interested.  The  Chancellor  of  the  that  was  determined  by  the  House  itself. 
,  Exchequer  had  told  them  that  they  had  i  It    always   happened   under    a    closure 


liad  a  chance  of  .voting  for  or  against 
the  age-limit  of  seventy.  When  a  divi- 
sion was  taken  under  the  Closure  upon 


Motion  that  some  points  necessarily  were 
shut  out  from  discussion,  which  many^ 
hon.   Gentlemen  would  like  to  discuss, 


the  whole  clause  it  did  not  rest  with    but  that  very  often  was  not  the  fault 
those  on  the    opposite    side   to    define  1  of  the  closure  Resolution,  but  the  fault 


the  reason  for  action  on  the  part  of 
those  in  whose  counsels  they  took  no 
share.     That  division   was  against    the 


of  the  way  in  which  the  time  allotted 
was  occupied.  What  they  were  anxious 
that  the  House  should  hava  the  oppor- 


<5lause  as  a  whole,  and  they  were  thus  ,  tunity  of  doing,  was  going  into  the 
prevented  from  advocating  a  middle  !  question  of  the  scale — the  scale  which 
•course.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  \  the  Government  accepted  from  the  other 
■chequer  said  they  ought  to  have  voted  side  of  the  House  after  considerable 
with  those  who  were  entirely  opposed  discussion,  in  order  that  they  might  have 
Toot  and  branch  to  the  Government  a  further  opportunity  in  Committee  ot 
proposal,  but  surely  that  would  have  considering  whether  the  various  steps 
heen  an  unreasonable  attitude  to  take  !  of  that  scale  were  in  accordance  with 
up.  Personally,  he  could  not  vote  for  fairness  and  justice.  .  He  earnestly .  ap-* 
a  reduction  of  the  age-limit  from  seventy  \  pealed  to  the  House  to  use  the  time 
to  sixty-five,  because  it  would  inflict  now  before  them  mainly  for  that  purpose, 
a  monstrous  injustice  upon  the  country,  i 

He  ventured  to  say  emphatically  that  [  Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  Prime 
the  action  of  his  hon.  friend  and  the  j  Minister  had  suggested  that  his  actionj 
Opposition  in  asking  for  an  opportunity  \  was  unfair.  He  did  not  think  that 
to  discuss  this  clause  was  a  course  of  j  charge  ought  to  have  been  made.  Unless 
which  the  Government  could  not  fairly  some  such  words  as  "  hereinafter  pro- 
■complain.  vided  "  had  been  introduced,  it  would 

^'1  have    been    impossible    to    m^ke    the 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST   changes  in  regard  to  which  there  were 
LORD     OF     THE     TREASURY      (Mr.    Amendments  on  the  Paper. 
ASQUITH,   Fifeshire.  F.)   said   the   right 

hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  must  make       Mr.   ASQUITH  said  he  would  with* 
up   their   minds  as  to  the  best  way  of   draw   what  he   said,   if  the   right  hon^ 
spending   the   limited    amount    of   time    Grentleman    understood   him    to    charge 
at     their    disposal.     [Hon.     Members  :    him   with   unfairness. 
"Why  limited  ?]     There  was  no  intention  j 

of  having  a  late  sitting  that  night,  and  the  Mr.  CURRAN  (Durham,  Jarrow)  ^id 
Report  stage  came  on  to-morrow.  The  i  he  was  a  new  Member,  and  he  did  not 
sole  object  of  the  Government  in  re-  j  understand  the  tactics  of  hon^  Gentlemen 
committing  the  Bill  hadlbeen  already  i  above  the  gangway.  It  would  be  ii^ 
explained.   .It  was  a  matter  of  perfect  1  the  recollection  of  the  House  that-hij^ 
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colleagues  of  the  Labour  Party  challenged 
a  division  on  the  question  of  the  age- 
limit.  Hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  that  day  were  in  the 
same  lobby  with  the  Government. 
Did  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  Amendment  want  the  age-limit  to 
be    raised?    [Cries    of    "No."] 

Mb.  CABLILE  said  he  expressed  no 
opinion  as  to  raising  or  lowering  the 
limit.  He  hoped  that  the  Prime  Minister 
would    not   put   words   in    his   mouth. 

Mb.  CURRAN  said  he  did  not  think 
there  were  many  Members  who  would 
wish  to  increase  the  age-limit,  although 
the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Albana  seemed 
to  suggest  that  there  wete  some.  If 
another  di\a8ion  could  be  obtained  on 
the  age-limit  would  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  above  the  gangway  vote  in 
favour  of  a  reduction  ?  [Cries  of 
"  No."]  If  not,  what  was  the  purpose 
of  the  Amendment  ?  The  Labour 
Party  did  not  wish  to  waste  the  time  of 
the  House  with  useless  Amendments. 

Mb.  GOULDING  (Worcester)  re- 
pudiated the  statement  that  no  objection 
was  raised  to  the  age -limit  from  that  side 
of  the  House.  He  referred  to  that  him- 
^If,  and  said  that  unless  they  recom- 
mitted the  Bill  in  regard  to  that  clause 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
reducing  the  age-limit  the  Bill  would  be 
practically  a  dead  letter  in  the  towns. 

Mb.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) 
said  he  had  listened  with  amazement 
to  the  Prime  Minister  when  he 
said  the  Government  were  perfectly 
indifferent  whether  the  Bill  were 
recommitted  or  not.  Then  the  Prime 
Minister  must  be  indifferent  to  the 
public  opinion  of  the  country,  for 
the  country  wished  this  Bill  to  be 
properly  discussed.  He  was  amazed  to 
hear  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
say  that  it  was  impossible  to  raise  the 
principle  of  the  scheme  onf  Clause  2. 
What  was  to  prevent  there  being  added 
to  the  third  condition  another — that  the 
claimant  for  a  pension  should  prove  that 
he  had  made  a  contribution  during  so 
many  years  of  his  life  towards  the  pen- 
sion 1  However,  he  passed  that  point. 
Nor  could  he  understand  the  Chancellor 

Mr.  Cur  ran. 


of  the  Exchequer's  sajring  that  it  could 
not  be  raised  on  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston.  Thr.t 
hon.  Member  would  have  liked  to  raise 
it  last  week  and  probably  would  like  to 
raise  it  yet.  He  was  also  amaied  at 
the  remarks  of  the  Prime  Ifinister,  who 
said  he  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to 
whether  the  Bill  was  recommitted  or 
not  and  that  he  was  indifferent  to  the 
public  opinion  of  the  country.  The 
public  opinion  of  the  country  was  not 
indifferent.  Public  opinion  wished  to 
see  the  Bill  thoroughly  thrashed  out,  so 
that  the  interests  of  the  aged  poor  should 
not  be  sacrificed. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.)  said 
he  would  support  the  Amendment.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  scarcely 
concealed  his  opinion  that  this  was  an 
unfair  method  of  procedure.    The  Oppo- 
sition had  protested  all  along  that  the 
Bill  had  not  been  properly  discussed,  and 
the  Government  now,  by  their  own  acti'-n, 
gave  them  «n  opportunity  of  discnssing 
it,  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  that  it  was  very  unfair  of  them  to 
take  advantage  of  that  opportunity.    He- 
thought  they  would  be  grossly  wanting  in 
their  duty  to  their  constituents  if  they  did 
not  on  that,  and  every  other  occasion, 
take  the  opportunity  of  showing  how  the 
business  of  the  House  was  conducted 
under   a   Liberal   Administration.    The 
Prime  Mirister  had  done  nothing  except 
to  show  contempt  for  the  Oppositioiu 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
Government  did  not  intend  anything  to 
be  discussed  except  the  schedules  and 
the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Banmet 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean;  and 
that  therefore  any  discussion  was  improper 
unless  the  Government  wished  it  to  be 
discussed.  The  Prime  Minister  when  asked 
the  other  day  about  this  Motion,  said 
that   unless  the    House  confined  iteelf 
to  the  lines  of  discussion  marked  out 
for  it,  he  would  take  care  that  there  was 
no  prolonged  discussion.    He  protested 
against  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon» 
Gentleman  that  it  was  through  ute  delsr 
caused  by  the  Opposition  that  the  qoestioiL 
had  not  been  discussed.  HedidnotbelieTe 
that  for  a  moment ;  and  if  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
listening  to  the  debates  he  would  not 
have  made  that  suggestion.  -The  hoiu 
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Member  for  Janow,  who  had  made  a 
speech  on  similar  lines,  was  a  Socialist. 
He  had  always  observed  that  the  ieeling 
of  Socialists  was  closely  allied  to  tyranny. 
The  hon*  Member's  position  was  that 
.whatever  the  Labour  Party  did  not 
approve  of  should  not  be  discussed  at  all. 
A&  to  the  merits  of  the  Amendment,  he 
did  not  believe  that  anyone  denied  that 
Clanse  2  ought  to  be  discussed  in 
Committee ;  and  as  it  had  not  been 
discussed  in  Committee  it  was  thoroughly 
right  and  imperative  that  they  should 
ask  for  and  have  a  discussion  on  it. 
The  important  and  vital  question 
whether  pensions  should  not  be  given 
for  age  alone,  but  also  for  infirmity, 
had  not  been  di^ussed  in  Committee  at 
all,  and  it  ought  to  be  discussed. 

Mr,  LLOYD-GEORGE  :   It  was  ruled 
out  of  order  by  the  Chairman. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  :    Certainly  ;   because 
the  hen.  Member  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity  of   raising   the    question   at   the 
proper  moment.   But  there  was  another 
question   on   which  the  Opposition  and 
the  country  required  some  explanation 
from  the  Government.     The  Government 
said  that  pensions  were  going  to  be  given 
at  seventy,  but  how  were  they  to  prove 
that  the  claimant  was  seventy  years  of 
age?     Was   the    pension    officer   or  the 
recipient  to  prove  it  ?     A  man  who  had 
been  only  three  or  four  years  in  a  town 
might  demand  a  pension  because  he  was 
seventy  years  of  age  ;    but  who  was  to 
prove  it  ?     Were  they  going  to  say  to  the 
claimant :       "  You    must    produce    the 
registration  of  your  birth  before  you  can 
get  a  pension  ?  "    If  that  were  the  case, 
there  were  very  few  old  people  who  would 
be  able  to  produce  a  copy  of  their  birth  ■ 
registration,  even  if  they  had  money  to  ' 
pay  for  it.     A  very  large  proportion  of  the  I 
people  of  England  were  not  registered  , 
at    all.    He    thought    the    Compulsory  | 
Registration   Act   was   only   introduced 
about    the    year    1860.     No    suggestion 
had  been  made  from  any  member  of  the 
majority  opposite,  who  were  living  under 
servile  conditions,  as  to  how  the  age  was 
to  be  proved.     It   was  left  for  those  on  i 
that  side  of  the  House  to  argue  for  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.    The    suggestion    of    the    Prime 
Minister   had    made    all    discussion    im- 


possible. He  did  not  believe  there  would 
have  been  the  least  obstruction.  This 
action  of  the  Government  was  an  attempt 
to  drive  into  five  days  the  discussion  of 
a  Bill  which  was  the  greatest  departure 
in  legislation  on  the  condition  of  the  poor 
since  the  Poor  Law  Act  of  1834.  He 
maintained  that  the  way  the  Government 
had  burked  discussion  in  the  House  was 
grossly  unjust. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham,  N.) 
said  that  the  Prime  Minister  had  missed 
the  point  which  was  in  the  minds  of 
the  Opposition.  He  thought  that  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  House  were 
being  sacrificed  by  this  rabid  use  of 
the  closure.  The  most  vital  clause  in 
the  whole  Bill  was  to  be  closured  without 
a  single  word  of  discussion  as  to  the 
age  of  the  recipient  of  a  pension.  The 
whole  thing  was  to  be  relegated  to  one 
did  not  know  when.  They  were  told 
that  the  fate  of  the  Bill  was  hanging  on 
a  thread.  In  all  probability  new  points 
would  be  discovered  in  this  clause. 
Some  hidden  points  alwa3rs  turned  up 
in  full  and  free  discusfidon.  In  the* 
Education  Bill  of  1870  they  would  not 
have  had  the  Cowper-Temple  Clause 
if  discussion  had  been  closured. 

♦Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER:  The  hon^ 
Member  cannot  discuss  the  closure  at 
large ;  but  only  the  Amendment  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  said  he  con- 
sidered this  clause  the  most  important 
in  the  Bill  and  he  thought  that  the 
procedure  of  the  Government  was  a 
scandal. 

Sir  JOHN  RANDLES  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth)  thought  that  it  was  almost 
unprecedented  when  a  Motion  was 
presented  from  the  Opposition  benches 
relating  to  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  most 
important  Bill  of  the  whole  session,  a  Bill 
which  was  engaging  the  profound  interest 
of  the  whole  country,  and  when  a  Motion 
for  the  re-committal  of  the  Bill  was 
made,  that  the  Prime  Minister  should 
get  up  in  his  place  and  tell  the  House 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference 
to  t)ie  Government  and  that  he  did 
not  care  two  straws  what  happened  in 
the  course  of  the  debate.    He.  did  not 
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think  that  the  indifference  of  the  Prime 
Minister  would  quite  find  the  echo  in 
the  country  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man expected.  If  there  was  one  thing 
which  the  country  liked  to  see  in  the 
debates  in  the  House  it  was  that  questions 
in  which  it  took  a  profound  interest 
^ere  carefully  and  properly  discussed. 
Such  questions  were  those  relating 
to  the  age  at  which  pensions  were  to 
be  distributed,  whether  at  seventy  or 
at  an  earlier  period  in  the  life  of  the 
recipient,  or  where  the  money  was  to 
be  found  for  an  extension  of  the  age 
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course  what  wonld  be  the  Tescdt  ?  It  wonU 
•be  said  that  they  were  mshing  into  thn 
matter  without  waiting  for  the  Bepoii 
of  the  Commiflflion  now  investigatiiig 
the  Poor  Law  of  the  country,  for  the 
sake  of  getting  votes  at  the  next  elections. 
That  course  would  justly  affect  the  treat- 
ment of  this  measure  in  another  place. 


*Mr.  remnant  (Finsbury,  Holbozn), 
as  one  who  represented  a  London 
constituency,  and  who  had  sat  on  a 
Committee  with  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  consider  the 


limit ;  and  until  these  were  made  quite  age  pension  scheme  of  the  Bill  introduced 
clear  in  the  House  of  Commons  there  i  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Worcester,  where 
would  be  very  great  reason  for  dis-  i  the  age-limit  was  sixty-five,  appealed 
satisfaction  in  the  country.  If  these  to  the  Prime  Minister  to  allow  thk 
matters  were  fairly  debated  and  shown  I  clause  to  be  recommitted.  If  lie 
to  be  impracticable  or  impossible  he  I  were  allowed  to  do  so  he  could  satiftfr 
did  not  think  that  the  Bill  would  be  >  the  House  that  at  all  events  in  London 
received  with  the  gratitude  the  supporters  '  the  situation  was  a  very  serious  one. 
of  the  Government  anticipated.  The  age  of  seventy  was  practically  of 

'  no    use    to     the    worldi:^    classes  of 
♦Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire,  Govan)    London.      If     the    Bill      was     to   be 
said  that  they  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  had  a  very  strong  opinion  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  not  shown  any 

fairness  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  provide  for  the  needs  of  our  great 
acting.  There  were  some  pathetic  cases  industrial  centres.  Then  again,  who 
of  men  who  were  willing  to  work,  and 
of  men  who  could  not  find  work,  but  one 
■of  the  most  pathetic  figures  in  public 
life  just  now  was  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  had  been  loaded  by  his 
predecessor  with  this  measure,  and  who 


given  a  fair  test,  and  everybody 
wished  it  to  be,  it  oii^ht,  at  aU  events, 
to  have  an  old-age  limit  which  wonld 


was  going  to  prove  the  age  of 
the  applicants  for  these  pensions? 
Were  there  to  be  pension  agents  rack 
as  were  in  existence  in  other  conntiies 
with  all  the  accompanying  disadvantages 
of  that    detestable   S3rstem?    We  wexe 


had  withheld  from  the  House  the  in-  .  laying  up    for  ourselves  a   great  store 


formation  necessary  for  its  discussion. 
They  did  not  speak  vainly.  They  knew 
^f  what  they  were  speaking,  and  they 
knew  that  both  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
■did,  in  fact,  hold  back  the  information 
to  which  the  House  was  entitled 

♦Mr.  deputy-speaker  asked  what 
bearing  this  had  on  the  question. 

♦Mr.   R.  DUNCAN  said  the  real  dis- 
cussion on  the  particular  clause  which 


of  difficulties  under  subsection  (2)  of 
Section  2.  That  subsection  applied  with 
great  force  to  London  with  its  dock 
labourers  constantly  going  abroad  for 
periods  short  or  long.  They  were  men 
who  worked  hard,  and  were  they  to  be 
precluded  from  the  pension  that  Parlia- 
ment was  anxious  to  give  them  \  Thoee 
two  points  alone  as  affecting  London 
justified  him  in  asking  the  fnxot 
Minister  to  reconsider  this,  and  thereto 
he  asked  him  to  allow  the  clause  to  be  l^ 


the  Committee  was  now  engaged  in  con-  i  committed    for    the    purpose    of   «»■ 


sidering  depended  on  the  information 
they  got  from  those  who  knew  this 
subject  from  actual  experience  in  life, 
the    friendly    societies,    and    that    the 


sidering  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  time  was  limited.  M 
he  had  suspended  the  Eleven  o*ckick 
Rule    which    would    give    them  ti»e 


Government  withheld.     The  country  was    to    debate    upon   two    points.      If  Ae 


watching  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  and 
the  eye  turned  upon  them  was  none  too 
iriendly.  If  they  persisted  in  their  present 

Sir  John  Bandies. 


right  hon.  Gentleman  said  lie  wai  U" 
different  but  that  time  waa  limited,  ft 
could  only  mean  that  lie  inteniBd  ^ 
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closure  discussion.  If  the  right  hon. 
Clentleman  did  that  then  he  must  take 
the  responsibility  of  it  in  the  country, 

Mr.    AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN 

•(Worcestershire,  E.)  said  he  was  not  one 
of  those  who  were  prepared  to  lower  the 
-age-limit  beyond  that  contained  in  the 
Bill,  and  he  would  not  have  risen  in 
this  discussion  had  it  not  been  for  the 
speeches  of  the  two  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  Each  made  it  a  com- 
plaint that  a  clause  which  was  not  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  should  be  recom- 
mitted. He  was  one  of  those  who  not 
only  did  not  divide  against  the  clause, 
but  was  foolish  enough  to  support 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  division.  He  never 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
make  that  a  complaint  for  not  discussing 
the  clause  at  some  future  time  if  an 
opportunity  was  given.  •  He  did  not 
vote  against  the  clause  when  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  gangway  challenged  it, 
"because  there  had  been  no  opportunity 
for  him  or  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway  to  say  what  they  thought  of 
it.  He  voted  for  the  Government,  but 
he  was  as  anxious  as  anybody  for 
a  discussion  as  to  whether,  in  accept- 
ing the  Government  Bill  of  a  non- 
contributory  scheme  of  a  pension  at  the 
age  of  seventy,  under  certain  conditions 
a  contributory  scheme  should  not  be 
run  supplementary  to  it  with  a  pension 
beginning  at  an  earlier  age.  There  was 
one  question  particularly  which  he  de- 
sired to  raise  on  the  clause,  the  question 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Marylebone  and  others  had  raised,  as  to 
residence.  They  had  had  a  little  dis- 
cussion on  that  matter  on  Clause  1,  and 
they  were  then  met,  quite  reasonably, 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  the  statement  that  the  proper  place 
to  raise  that  question  was  on  Clause  2. 
He  raised  the  question  of  the  interpre- 
tation of  Clause  2,  as  to  whether  it 
carried  out  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  as  to  what  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  were,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  he  could  not  discuss  the 
intentions  of  the  Grovernment  as  em- 
bodied in  Clause  2  before  that  clause 
was^*reached.  He  waited  for  Clause  2 
and  ^waited  in  vain,  and  now  when  the 
necessities    of    the    Government    forced 


them  to  come  to  the  Houae  and  recommit 
the  Bill  in  certain  respects,  he  certainly 
supported  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
hk  his  appeal  that  they  should  recommit 
it  in  regard  to  a  clause  that  had  not  been 
discussed.  When  the  Prime  Minister 
said  it  was  a  matter  of  indifierence  to 
him  whether  the  Bill  was  discussed  or 
not,  he  could  quite  imagine  it  was.  It 
was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  any  Bill  was 
discussed.  So  long  as  his  majority  was 
ready  to  register  his  decrees  he  was 
content.  The  Bill  was  not  being  re- 
committed because  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Opposition  side  wished  to  discuss  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  never 
recommit  a  Bill  under  those  circum- 
stances. It  was  recommitted  because 
of  the  demand  of  Members  behind  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman. 

♦Mb.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing),  who 
was  received  with  cries  of  "  Divide,"  said 
he  welcomed  the  cries  of  "  Divide," 
because  it  showed  the  position  of  the 
party  opposite  at  the  present  time.  It 
showed  that  the  Opposition  were  not  to 
be  allowed  to  discuss  a  crucial  portion  of 
the  Bill.  They  were  to  be  shut  out  by 
that  offensive  weapon  the  guillotine 
which  had  been  used  by  the  party  in 
power  in  a  manner  in  which  it  had  never 
been  used  before  in  Parliamentary 
history.  The  Unionist  Party  was  to  be 
dragooned  into  anything  which  the 
Prime  Minister  chose  to  place  before  them. 
From  his  point  of  view  this  clause  was  the 
most  crucial  part  of  the  Bill.  When  the 
contributory  scheme  was  rejected  it  only 
remained  to  him  to  do  his  duty  by  his 
constituency,  a  constituency  of  between 
23,000  and  24,000  people  a  very  large 
number  of  whom  belonged  to  a 
class  that  never  lived  until  seventy 
years  of  age.  [Ministerial  Laughter.] 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  merriment 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  was  caused  by 
that  fact  or  the  fact  that  he  represented 
them.  It  remained  for  him  to  do  his 
duty  by  his  constituents  and  to 
endeavour  to  make  this  a  real  measure, 
which  it  was  not  and  could  not  be  whilst 
seventy  years  remained  the  qualifying 
age  for  the  pension.  Either  the  Bill  was 
intended  to  be  a  genuine  one  or  it  was 
not;  much  could  be  done  to  make  it 
effective  in  such  a  diyisiQii  as  he  rapre- 
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Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Donca8t'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John, 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald  " 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Stiff olk,F.ye) 

Perks.  Sir  Robert  William 

Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S*thampton 

Philipixj,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.  *E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Price.Sir  Robert  J.(Norfolk,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbiarhs) 


Robert8on,Sir  G  Scbtt(Bradf  rd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Russell.  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Scott,  A.H.(A8hton  imder  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 

Sherwell,  Arthur  James 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Rilcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Smea^on.  Donald  Mackenzie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 

Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 

Steadman,  W.  C. 

Stewart,  Hallev  (Greenock) 

Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

StraUss,  £.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Sutherland,  J.  E. 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 


Thomas^DaTid  Alirad  (Mertbyr 
ThomAttion.  Franklin 
Thompson,  J  W.H.(Somenet,£ 
Thome,  G.  R.  ( WolTerhamptaa 
Thorne,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-T^t 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkner^ 
Waterlow,  D.  8. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dnmbartonihirp) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Hslifix) 
Whittaker^Rt.Hn  Sir  ThomwF 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,Llewelyn(GAniisrth'a 
Williamson,  A. 
WUls,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York.  W.  B.> 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  JGd) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (SGddlesbrongh) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Ptocr«i,S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhouglitoii) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellers  ro&  the  Nobs— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  BCsster  of 

Elibank. 


Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central)  , 
said  he  had  an  Amendment  dealing  with  ' 
the  lesser  question  of  including  the  I 
second  subsection  of  Clause  2  which  | 
he  submitted  he  should  be  entitled  ; 
to  riiove  on  a  separate  issue  before  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  East 
Marylebone  came  on. 

♦Mr.  DEPT'TY-SPEAKER  :  ■  That 
might  have  been  moved  as  i^u  Amend- 
ment to  the  Amendment  just  disposed  of, 
but  the  House  has  now  decided  that 
Clause  2  is  not  to  be  re -committed. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved  to  re-commit 
Clause  3  as  a  whole.  To  begin  with,  the 
Government  were  not  satisfied  with  it  as 
it  stood,  and  they  proposed  to  re-conmiit 
it  in  a  very  limited  way  in  respect  to 
two  of  the  subsections  and  paragraph 
(a),  which  were  not  dist^ussed.  Almost 
all  the  disc^ussion  on  Clause  3  was  raised  j 
by  hon.  Members  on  -  the  other  side  of  I 
the  House,  but  even  so,  in  spite  of  the  | 


known  dislike  of  hon.  Memben  to  pro- 
long   proceedings    th^y    only   managed 
to  discuss  four  and '  a .  half  lines  of  the 
clause,  which,  when  introduced,  was  Bome 
thirty-five    lines   long.    Not   a  jninnte 
^-as  wasted.    It  was  perfectly    honest, 
straightforward  discussion  on  questiont 
of  enormous  importance,  and  so  efiective 
were  the  discussions  that  as  fax.  as  they 
went  they  had  succeeded  in  inserting 
very    considerable    Amendments.    The 
Government  had  come  to  the  conclunon 
that   the   whole  of  one  8ubaection--he 
thought  the  most  important  of  all— ws^ 
absolutely  indefensible,  and  had  struck 
it    out     and    substituted    for    it    an 
entirely     new     subsection     which,    if 
the  House  had  had  an  -opportunity  of 
discussing  it,   they  would  have  found!, 
equally  indefensible.    The  net  lesuk  of. 
the  alterations  was,  that  aa  fax  as  he 
could    see,  not    more  than  four  finefr 
out    of    the   twenty     of  *  the    oiiginsl 
Bill   remained,   and    instead .  thej/ kai 
sub-sections' which  occupied  thiztjr-fkno 
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lines  of  the  Bill,  almost  all  of  which, 
both  in  drafting  and  in  substance,  was 
entirely  new.  No  Amendments  in- 
creasing the  charge  on  the  taxpayer 
could  be  introduced  on  Report,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  Government  were 
asking  the  House  to  adopt  absolutely 
without  discussion  or  consideration,  two 
of  the  most  vital  provisions  in  the  Bill. 
He  would  not  deal  with  paragraph  (a) 
because  the  Government  said  it  ought 
to  be  recommitted,  because  it  was  un- 
workable, or  at  any  rate,  highly  unjust. 
He  profoundly  wished  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  devoted  his  exceedingly 
acute  intellect  to  the  consideration  of 
paragraph  (6),  and  he  would  have  been 
able  to  convince  the  House  and  the 
Government  that  it  was  not  less  unjust 
and  less  unworkable  than  paragraph  (a). 
It  began — 

"  If  before  he  becomes  entitled  to  a  pension 
he  has  failed  to  work  according  to  his  ability, 
opportunity,  and  need  for  the  maintenance  of 
himself  and  those  legally  dependent  upon  him." 

That  by  itself  opened  up  an  inquiry  which 
not  even  the  Exciseman  of  genius  who 
would  have  to  work  the  Bill  could 
possibly  carry  out.  He  doubted  whether 
any  woman  would  not  come  imder 
that  disqualification.  It  was  extremely 
doubtful  whether  every  married 
woman  would  not  be  disqualified. 
A  woman  had  to  show  that  she  had 
worked  habitually  for  the  maintenance 
of  herself  and  those  dependent  on  her.  It 
would  not  be  easy  for  most  married 
women  over  seventy  to  show  that  they 
had  maintained  themselves,  their  hus- 
bands, and  their  children  by  their  work. 
The  proviso  that  a  person  should  not  be 
disqualified  who  had  continuously  for 
ten  years  up  to  attaining  the  age  of  sixty 
kept  up  his  subscriptions  to  a  friendly 
society  was  an  astonishing  one.  Did  it 
mean  the  ten  years  immediately  previous 
to  sixty  ?  If  it  meant  the  period  between 
fifty  and  sixty,  it  was  just  in  those  years 
that  many  working  men  found  it  most 
difficult  to  keep  up  their  subscriptions. 
If  it  meant  any  period  of  ten  years,  a  man 
who  subscribed  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  thirty  would  be  absolutely 
entitled  to  a  pension  though  he  might 
have  been  a  wastrel  in  all  the  subsequent 
years.  That  matter  had  never  been 
discussed.  They  had  had  no  kind  of 
explanation  and  there  was  no  Member 


who  had  the  least  idea  which  construction- 
was  the  true  one.    The  clause  went  on — 

"  By  means  of  payments  to  friendly,  provi- 
dent, and  other  societies  or  trade  unions  or 
other  approved  steps.'*  , 

He  could  not  believe  that  the  Government 
had  considered  that  difficulty,  because* 
it  appeared  to  him  that  he  must  continu- 
ously for  ten  years  have  taken  other 
approved  steps.  Why  on  earth  should 
that  be  so?  Supposing  that  a  working 
man,  as  many  of  them  did,  made  an 
investment  by  buying  a  little  house- 
property,  why  should  it  be  necessary  for- 
him  to  spread  the  operation  over  ten  con- 
secutive years  ?  He  could  not  believe 
the  Government  meant  that,  but  that  was 
what  their  sub-clause  said.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  one  of  his  ex  > 
uberant  speeches  had  said  he  was  going  to- 
make  membership  of  a  friendly  society  a 
charter  for  a  pension.  But  nothing  was 
clearer  than  that  the  clause  provided 
no  such  thing.  It  was  only  to  be  a 
removal  of  the  disqualification  if  he  made 
such  provision  against  old  age,  sickness,, 
infirmity,  or  want  or  loss  of  employment,, 
as  might  be  recognised  as  proper  provision 
for  the  purpose  by  regidation  under  the^ 
Act.  The  whole  thing  was  left  absolutely 
in  the  hands  of  regulations,  and  even  then 
it  was  only  for  such  provision  as  should 
be  thought  to  be  sufficient.  Then  came- 
the  most  astonishing  clause  of  all.  It 
said — 

"  And  any  such  provision,  when  made  by  the- 
husbsmd,  in  the  case  of  a  married  couple  living 
together  shall,  as  respects  any  right  of  the  wife 
to  a  pension,  be  treated  as  provision  made  by  the 
wife  as  well  as  by  the  husband." 

That  meant  that  she  might  be  an 
absolutely  abandoned  woman,  yet  if  she 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  marry  a 
man  who  had  subscribed  to  a  friendly 
society  she  would  be  entitled  to  a  pension. 
It  was  absolutely  unreasonable.  He 
did  not  believe  the  Government  meant 
H  at  all,  but  that  was  what  they  said. 
It  was  nothing  short  of  a  scandal  that 
this  clause  should  go  to  the  country  as 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  when  the  House  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it.  Because  the^ 
recommitment  of  the  clause  had  been 
asked  for  from  that  side  they  would  have 
no  consideration  at  aU.  Probably  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
answer  at  all,  or,  if  he  did»  it  wou  Id  be  in. 
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a  perfunctory  way,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  '  its  intentions  on  such  questions  until  it 
l^ehind  him  would  support  him  with  their  i  had  discussed  them  either  in  Committer  or 
votes,  and  that  was  the  way  in  which    upstairs,   and  to   give    any   department 
legislation  was  carried  out  by  a  Liberal  I  power  to  frame  regulations  in  regard  to  a 
•Government.     If  the   Government  con-  i  clause  which  had  never  been  discussed 
sidered   some  of  their  general  election  i  either  in  Committee  of  the  House  or  in 
speeches  and  their  promises  to  restore    Standing  Committee  was  contrary  to  all 
the  House  to  the  consideration  of  the  '  precedent.    He  hoped  the  few  words  he 
country  and  to  give  the  power  of  free,  i  had  said   might   melt  the    stony  heart 
unfettered  speech  in  debate,  they  must  i  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,   and  that 
experience  several  inconvenient  quarters  >  he  would    grant   the    concession    which 
of  an  hour.     He  did  not  appeal  to  the  ,  had  been  asked  for.     If  the  right  hon. 
Government,  but  asked  the  House    to    Gentleman  took  that  course  and  accepted 
allow  the  clause  to  be  recommitted  as  '  his    noble     friend's    proposal,    he   sag- 
a  whole.  |  gested   that   his     noble     friend    should 

give  an  undertaking  that  the  discussion 
Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)  \  should  terminate  in  a  reasonable  time, 
seconded  the  Amendment.  He  said  he  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  had  a  much  longer  experience  of  the  ,  would  be  ready  to  consider  any  just 
Liberal  Party  than  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  criticism  from  whichever  side  of  the  House 
he  was  consequently  not  so  much  surprised  i^  might  come.  He  begged  to  second  the 
that  their  statements  in  the  comitrv  had  |  Amendment, 
not  been  borne  out  by  their  policy.  Amendment  proposed- 
There  were  a  good  many  reasons  w-hv  this  '^     ^ 

clause    should    be     re-commitUd/  One\"^^^f%%»^^^\*^?^,]r^^fi^?^ 

^1    ^    .^  J  I  ,         the  words* Clause 3 and.'   --(Xora A.  Geeifc) 

was  that    it   covered  nearly  one-and-a-  . 

half  pages  of  the  Bill,  and  if  they  left  out '      Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
the  first  three  lines,  which  were  merely  i  be  there  inserted.*' 
descriptive,  the  House  would  find  that  1 

only  about  two  lines  had  been  discussed.  |  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  replied  tliat 
He  agreed  that  if  the  clause  was  ade-  on  the  Motion  to  recommit  Clause  2 
quateiy  discussed  they  would  probably  the  noble  Lord  made  as  earnest,  as  elo- 
be  sitting  until  next  Thursday  before  they  |  quent,  and  as  long  a  speech  as  that 
got  to  any  other  part  of  the  Bill.  That !  which  he  had  just  delivered  in  support 
would  be  an  impossible  course  unless  the  of  his  present  Motion.  If,  as  the  noble 
Government  had  learned  the  lesson  that  j  Lord  said,  a  portion  of  Clause  3  was 
it  was  a  mistake  to  overload  the  session  never  discussed,  whose  fault  was  that  \ 
and  try  to  drive  a  willing  horse  too  far.  '  A  day  and  a  half  of  Parliamentary  time, 
Subsection  (b)  was  a  most  extraordinary  |  some  ten  or  eleven  hours,  were  allocated 
proposal.  He  did  not  think  there  was  '<  to  the  consideration  of  the  clause,  and 
anybody  ^*n  the  House  who  could  state  i  he  had  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that 
what  it  meant.  He  had  put  down  an  !  within  that  time  all  the  main  propositions 
Amendment  to  the  clause,  and  if  he  had  in  the  clause  could  have  been  debated, 
been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  explain-  |  He  was  not  going  back  on  old  precedents, 
ijif^  his  proposal  he  might  have  convinced  but  he  could  quote  many  in  which  fat 
not  only  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  j  less  time  had  been  allowed  for  the  ^s- 
also  the  party  opposite,  as  to  the  :  cussion  of  clauses  of  much  greater  im- 
necessity  for  '  it.  ^'  Means  "  might ,  portance.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  When  \] 
mean  anything.  Then  there  occurred  j  In  the  Licensing  Bill  and  in  the  Ednca- 
the  sentence  :  "  Maintenance  of  himself  tion  Bill  there  were  many  clauses  which 
and  those  dependent  upon  him."  Really  |  were  never  debated  at  all.  He  waA  not 
subsection  (6)  ought  to  have  been  a  clause  j  complaining  of  that  at  that  particuUr 
itself,  and  it  needed  considerable  discus-  '  moment.  That  was  what  happened  under 
sion.  What  was  really  happening  was  the  operation  of  the  guiUotine,  and  the 
ihat  all  the  details  were  to  be  left  to  !  time  to  debate  that  was  when  the  House 
somebody  at  the  Local  Government  was  asked  to  adopt  or  reject  the  pro- 
Board  where  the  regulations  would  be  posal  of  the  Government  on  that  pa^ 
framed.     Parliament   could  not   express  |  ticular    point.     He    would    not    accept 
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the  noble  Lord's  invitation  to  point  out 
what  time  had  been  wasted,  and  he  would 
rather  not  apportion  the  blame,  for  that 
might  lead  to  unnecessary  heat.  He  had 
only  the  same  answer  to  give  to  this 
Motion  as  had  been  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  himself  to  the  previous 
proposition.  The  Government  responded 
to  an  appeal  made  to  them  to  recommit 
the  Bill  in  respect  of  the  schedule  and 
of  two  other  points,  and  they  had  been 
willing  to  give  three  or  four  hours  for 


tions  were  so  peculiar  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  apply  those  words. 
He  did  not  want  a  Second  Reading 
discussion  that  night,  although  that 
was  what  they  ought  to  have  had  on 
this  clause.  The  clause  as  it  now  stood 
was  not  only  about  three  times  its 
original  length,  but  it  was  going  to  pass 
through  the  Report  stage,  and  from 
this  House  to  the  other  House,  and  could 
not  be  discussed  or  amended.  If  he 
had  had  his  way,  he  would  rather  have 


-discussion  and  to  suspend  the  eleven  discussed  this  proviso  to  subsection  (h) 
o'clock  rule  in  order  that  the  debate  I  than  any  other  part  of  the  clause,  for  he 
might  not  be  interrupted.  :  believed  they  were  going  to  do  a  great 

,  injustice  by  the  proviso  which  the 
Mr.  WALTER  LONG,  speaking  as  one  '  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  put 
who  had  been,  responsible  for  the  ad-  '  in  although  he  admitted  that  the  Govem- 
ministration  of  the  Poor  Law,  pro-  '  ment  had  done  so  with  the  greatest 
foundly  regretted  the  decision  of  the  :  desire  to  meet  the  case  of  the  friendly 
Chancellor     of     the     Exchequer.       The  |  societies.       After     listening     to     their 


right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  produce 
one  precedent  which  would  justify  the 
action  the  Government  had  taken  in 
regard  to  this  particular  clause,  the 
first  part  of  which  not  only  involved 
a  reform  of  the  existing  Poor  Law,  but 
invaded  the  whole  Poor  Law  system. 
He  marvelled  at  the  attitude  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  with  regard  to 
the  earlier  part  of  the  clause.  The 
Government,  in  their  own  interests,  would 
have  been  wise  to  have  assented  to  the 
recommittal  of  the  clause,  even  if  it  had 
involved  another  day's  discussion. 
What  did  the  Labour  Party  say  ?  They 
said :  "  We  do  not  approve  of  this 
Bill  in  many  of  its  details  ;  but  we  will 
4o  nothing  by  vote  or  speech  which 
will  retard  its  progress."  They  had 
not  taken  for  the  first  time  this  very 
wise  and  broad  view  of  the  situation  ; 
they  knew  that  the  Bill  contained  some- 
thing of  what  they  wanted,  and  they 
knew  that  these  limitations  could  never 
be  maintained.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  the  proviso  which  followed  the 
limitations    was    one    which    could    not 


speeches,  'and  as  a  careful  observer  of 
their  action  in  Committed,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  they  did  not  realise  what 
efEect  the  Bill  would  have  on  the  friendly 
societies.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  promised  rather  quickly 
in  the  course  of  a  speech  to  put  an 
Amendment  in  the  Bill  which  would 
meet  the  friendly  societies'  case.  It  was 
all  very  well  for  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  say  that  they  were  passing  a  Bill 
which  would  give  old-age  pensions,  and 
to  claim  immunity  for  the  blunders  they 
were  committing  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
there  were  people  who  would  suffer 
under  their  mistakes.  He  understood 
that  the  effect  of  the  proviso  was  that 
a  man  must  have  contributed  to  a 
friendly  society  for  a  period  of  ten  years 
before  reaching  sixty  years  of  age. 
That  meant  that  a  man  who  had  during 
the  best  years  of  his  life  subscribed 
to  a  friendly  society  and  had  found  it 
to  be  irksome,  then  falling  into  drink, 
would  be  justified  in  claiming  a  pension, 
unless  it  could  be  shown  that  he  had 
led  a  dissolute  life,  as  against  the  man 


be  considered.  The  first  thing  which  who  had  never  been  a  subscriber,  but 
the  pension  committee  and  pension  ;  who  had  led  a  sober  and  industrious 
officer  had  to  decide  and  act  upon  was  life.  The  proof  that  the  clause  was 
whether  a  man  had  habitually  refused  \  unsatisfactory  was  an  Amendment  to 
to  work,  or  had  habitually  failed  to  '  it  on  the  Paper  by  an  hon.  Gentleman 
work    according     to    his    opportunities  \  opposite.     There  were  thousands  of  men 


and   needs.     Everybody    could   imagine 
hundreds  of  cases   in   every  county   in 


who   had   not   joined   friendly   societies 
because   of  the   break-down   of  several 


England   and  Wales   where  the   condi-  !  of  these  societies  in  the  West  and  South 
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.^f  Euirlrtiid  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  and  the   charge   of   obstruction    would   find 

those    moil,  although   they   had   led  in-  before   a    year    had    passed    over   their 

dustrious    respectable    lives,  would    not  heads  that  every  word  uttered  by  the 

bo  touched  by  the  clause  as  it  stood.  Opposition  in  criticism  of  the  Bill  would 

Then  thoy  ought  to  have  Si>me  explana-  be  justified  in    its    working,   and  thej 

tron   of   the   words   "  legally   dependent  would   have   to   explain,    and    not  thi 

upon."     Take    the    case    of    a    young  Opposition,    why   it   was   the    Bill   wis 

niarrlod   man   with   a   family.     He   was  pushed    through    Parliament    at    sacL 

bound  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  great    speed,    and    why    criticisms   and 

of    his    destitute    father    and    mother,  objections  had  foimd  no  res  pen  *e  among 

Was  the  House  going  to  enact  that  if  the  ^^upporters  of  the  Govemm«»r.:  4nc 

such  a  man,  with  wages  of  I4s.  or  15s.  no  answer  from  the  Government  it^eli 

a  wook,   failed  in  this  respect   that  he  Ir  was  only  because  he  honestly  believed 

was  to  bo  prevented  from  enjoying  the  that    if  there  was  not   some  change  in 

f>rivilogos  conferred  by  the  Bill  ?     It  was  the    wording  the  clause  would  operate 

a  scandal  that  words  which  debarred  men  unjustly,      that      he      supported     the 

f"vm  claiming  pensions  should  go  through  Amendment,     and    the     charge  of  ob- 

rho  House  without  debate,  knowing  as  strucfion    made  against -theni   by  hoc. 

:hoy  did  that  it  was  only  in  Committee  Members  opposite  was  absolutely  -viihou: 

that   thoy  could  make  any  alterations,  just  ideation. 
Ho    h:ul    boon  i:;   tho  Hou<o   ^ot  many 

yoar<.  .»!-.d  ho  ha*!  i.ovor  yo:  \vir?ie->od  Question  put. 
^^>:rv.^  t-vora,  t:-.  -  r.doptod  bv  hon.  Mo:..- 

•07 ;  V  -:■  V-   -   t'v:^V:i;  ofro-:ro".      H«:..  The  Hvu^  di'idei — Aye-^.  72:  X'>e?. 
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Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 

Bennett,  £.  N. 

Berridge.  T.  H.  D. 

Bethell,SirJ.H.(£s8ex,Rom{rM 

Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brmmer,  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 

Brunner,RtHnSirJ.T  (Cheshire 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,  Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Carr.Gomm,H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Cheetham,  John  Fiederick 

Cherry.  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Clj-nes.  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collin8,SirWm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Sussex.E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Dalmeny,  Lord 
Dalziel,  Jamea  Henry 
Davien,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburjjh,  S.) 
Dickinson, W.  H.(St.Pancras.N 
Dic'kson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major  E. Mart in( Walsall 
Bd wards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
EM  wards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
EMwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Elrs'vinr,  David  C 
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Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lace}- 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew, W. 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,RtHn.Sir  W.Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L(Rossendale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose 
Hardie,  J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam.  James  (Derbyshire) 
Ha.slam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henrv,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor(Mon.,  S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holland.  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Durning 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
HojX'.W.  Bateman(Somer»et,N 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Huttcm,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hvde,  Clarendon 
IdVis,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jacoby.  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson.  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  I^if  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyc**,  Michael 

3  B  2 


Pentfions  Bill. 


1374 


Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmimd  G.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 

Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras,E. 

Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann.  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex,Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Dowti,S.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  Sir  George 

M*Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Kiltep.  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicesttr) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,  G.Croydon(Launce8ton  ) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (LeitrimjN. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  Hon  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Comwallj 

Morrell,  Philij) 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nai)ier,  T.  B. 

NichoUs,  George 

Nichol8on,Charle8  N.(Doncast*r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul  ton,  James  Mel  lor 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson, W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
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Philippe,  Col.Ivor(S*thampton) 

Philipps.  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickorsgill,  Edward  Hare 

I*irie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H . 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestley. W.E.B.  (Bradford,E. 

Radford\  G.  H. 

■Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rca,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Soarboro* 

Rwlmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards.Thomas  (W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.F.(Wolvcrh*mpt'n 

Richardson, A. 

Ridsdale,  R.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs. 

Robertson,Sir  (JScott(Bradf'rd 

Rol)ortson,  J.  M.  (l\nieside) 

Robinson.  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowden 

Roche.  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roc,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runcinian,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 

/tussel,  T.  W. 

Rutherford.  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CVeveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Srarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 

Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 


{COMMONS} 

Scott,A  H.(Ashton-under-Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems.  J.  H. 
iSe<ldon,  J. 

Shaokleton,  Boy  id  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donalo  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sj)icer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Hallev  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith",  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachoy,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  *B.S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe 
Tennant,  Sir  Edward(Salisbnry 
ThomaM,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 
Thomay,David  Alfred (Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thomi)son,  JWH.(Somer8et,E. 
Thome,  G.R.( Wolverhampton) 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  Jr.  mes 


Pensions  Bill. 


1376 


Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,  John  Cut  heart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Whit  bread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Xorfolk) 
White,  J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley ,John  Henrv  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn,Sir  ThomwP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
William8,LIewel\-u(Cann'rth'i[i 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthiu-  Walters 
WiLson,Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  3'.H.(Afidd]esbroiig]i) 
Wilson,J.W.  (WorceBtereLN.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.Pancrw,8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (W^esthonghtoii 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wodehoiise,  Lord 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes.— Kr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  AsQUiTH  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimecl  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 


Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  334 ;  Noes, 
77.     (Division  List  No.  170.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Agnow,  George  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A,  Acland((^ri8tchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
As<iuith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour.  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey(Islo  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 
Barlow,  Perev  (Bedford) 
Barnanl,  E.  B. 
Barnes,  G.  H. 

Barrv.Redmond  J.  (Tyrone,  N.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beauchamp.  E. 
Bel  lairs.  Carlyon 
Benn.Sir  .J.  Williams(Dcvonj)'rt 
Benn.W.(T'w'r  Hamlet8,SGeo. 


Bennett,  E.  N. 
,   Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Betholl,Sir  JH.(Es8ex,Ronif  rd 
I  Bothell.   T.R.    (Essex,Maldon) 
!  Black,  Arthur  W. 
I  Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
'  Bowerman,  C.  W. 
I  Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
j  Brigg,  John  , 

Bright,  J.  A. 
I  Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
'   Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunnor,  J. F.L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
'  Bryce,  J.  Annan 
,   Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
'   Biirnveat.  W.  J.  D. 
,   Burt,*Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
I  Biixton.Rt.  Hn.Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 
I  C'arr-Gomm,  H.  W. 


Causton,RtHn.Richard  Hi^ 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  AUstoB 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (LunbeUi) 
Collin8,8ir  Wm.  J.(S.PenoEH.W 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H(Su8aex,E.Griiirt'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cowan,  H.  W. 

Craig,Herbert  J.  (T^miiiwli) 
Crean,  Eugme 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William    : 
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Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalmeny,  Lord 
DalzieU  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies,  Timothy  (Pulham) 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,S.) 
Dickinson, WH.  (St.  Pancras.N. 
Dick8on-Po3mder,Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duncan,C.(  Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunne,Major  E.  Mart  in(  Walsall 
Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Kerens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Fullerton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone, RtHn.  Herbert  John 
Glen-Coats,Sir  T.(Fenfrew,W.) 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody(Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 
Grev,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith.  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,RtHn.Sir  WBrampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,RtHn,  L.(Ro8sendale 
Harcourt, Robert  V.(Montrose) 
Hardie,J.  Keir  (MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy,George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.(Worc'r) 
Harvey,  A.G.C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,Col.Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
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Holland,  Sir  William  Henry    ' 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hope, John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Hope,W  Bateman(Somer8et,N. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geo£Erey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lambert,  George 

Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 

Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras,E) 

Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex,Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Fttlkirk  B*ghs 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac  Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  Sir  George 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M*Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.Croyd(m  (Launceston) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N) 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Haj'.  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  AlpheiLs  Cleophas 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannctti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicholson,Charle8  N.(Donca8tV 
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Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willam- 
Nuttail,  Harry 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)] 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.j 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Donneil,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Gradv,  J. 
O'Malley,  William 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paul  ton,  James  Melloi 
Pearoe,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek\ 
Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 
Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 
Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 
Radford,  G.  H.  ^ 

Raphael,  Herbert  H.       ^^ 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester)lj 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln- 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs) 
Robertson,Sir  G  Scott(Bradf 'rd 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel} 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Scott,  A.H.(Ashton  imder  hyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
StanIey,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
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Stead  man,  W.  C. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith.  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachev.  Sir  Edward 
Straus.  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  ('.  (RadclifTo) 
Tennant.Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (FJerwickshire) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Olamorgan.E.) 
Thoraas,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thomiwon,  J  W.H.  (Somerset, E 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 


{COMMONS} 

Tomkinson,  James  I 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  diaries  Philips  i 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J.  j 

Walsh.  Stephen  ' 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph  ' 

Ward,  John  (Stoke-uiwn-Treiit 

Waring,  Walter  I 

Wason.John  Cnthcart  (Orkney)  . 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

WTiitbread,  Howard 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk)        ' 

WTiite,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

WTiite,  Luke  (York,  E.  R. ) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax)  , 

Whittaker,Rt  .Hn.  SirThomasP 
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Wiles,  Thomas 
W^ilkie,  Alexander 
W^illiams,  J.  (Gin morgan) 
WilIiam8,Llewelyn(Carmarthn 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull.  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Dtirham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrongh; 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Wofcestersh.  X) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey.  R. 
Wodehousc,  Lord 

Tellers  fob  the  Ates— Mr. 
JoRoph  Pease  and  Miaster  of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Anstruther-Gray,  Major 
Aubrey-Fletcher ,Rt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Balcorres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Baring,Gapt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrio,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry. N. 
Beach.Hn.Michaol  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Garlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain,Rt  Hn  J. A.(Worc. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clivo,  Percy  Archer 
Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Coiurthopo,  G.  Loyd 
CraigjCaptain  Jamos(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymple.  Viscount 
Douglas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 


Faber.  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hant8,W.) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Haddock,  George  B. 

Hardy ,Laurence  (Kent.Ashfrd 

Harrison-Broadlcy.  H.  B. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Helmslev,  Viscoimt 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Joynson -Hicks,  William 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

Keswick,  William 

King,Sir  Henrv  Seymour(Hull) 

Lockwood,  Rt.'Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 

Long.Col.  Chniles  W.(  Evesham 

Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 

Lowe.  Sir  Francis  William 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 


I  Mildmay,  FranciB  Bingham 
j  Moore,  William 

Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 

Nield,  Herbert 
I  Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  PmI 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
I  Ronton,  Leslie 
:  Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,£ccle8all) 
I  Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
I  Rutherford,  W,  W.  (LiTerpool) 

Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
I  Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
i  Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,Eist) 
,  Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 

Stanier,  Beville 
I  Stanley ,Hn.  Arthur  (Qnnikirk) 
'  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Ghicheitec) 
i  Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanirk) 
•  Thornton,  Percy  BL 
I  Walrond,  Hon.  Ijoiiel 
j  Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.B.) 
j  Wortley ,  Rt.  Hon.  C  B.  Stoart- 
I  Younger,  George 

! 

!  Tellers  tor  thx  No»-Sr 
I      Alexander  Aoland-Hood  Mi 


Question  put  accordingly,  and  agreed    forts."     There  wm  some  doubt  whethlf 
to.  ,  the  words  in  the   Bill   wouUi   rciilljr* 

elude  that  particular  provis^ion.  ao' 
order  to  make  it  cjuite  cli^ar  \m  moy^t 


Bill,  as  amended,  re-committed  in  ' 
respect  of  the  Schedule  and  in  \ 
respect  of  the  Amendments  to  para-  | 
graphs  (i.)  and  (ii.)  of  the  proviso  to  I 
paragraph  (a)  of  Clause  3,  standing  on  I 
the  Notice  Paper  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
C^inccllor  of  the  Exchequer  as  Amend-  j 
mciits  to  be  moved  on  re-c(mimittal.  , 


Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 


Mr.  LLOn)-OE()RGE  moved  to  in-  i 
sert  the  words,  "  including  food  or  com-  I 


Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  v«s4>' 
ance,*  to  insert  the  word^  '  includliig  ' 
comforts.*  " — {Mr,    Lh^-Ocorfft,) 

Question  proposed,  '*  Tlwt  the 
be  there  inserted." 

Lord  R.  CECIL  mked  U  it  _ 
dear  that  these  words  rovBifeiii 
or  surgical  assistance  t^  anv  ma 
the  applicant's  family. 


L 
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♦Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (Glouces- 
tershire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  he  had 
looked  at  the  words  very  carefully,  as  the 
promise  had  been  made  to  him,  and 
he  thought  they  would  cover  the  case  as 
arranged. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :     Certainly. 

Sir  p.  BANBURY  asked  what  was 
intended  to  be  covered  by  the  word 
*'  comforts "  It  was  rather  a  wide 
term  and  it  might  include  all  sorts  of 
things,  coals,  bedding  or  tobacco. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  asid  that  the 
word  "comforts"  was  the  most  com- 
prehensive term  they  could  suggest,  and 
it  was  very  well  known  what  it  meant. 

Amendment   agreed   to. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  moved  to  in- 
sert after  "  hospital  "  in  Clause  3  "  or 
the  payment  of  any  expenses  of  the 
burial  of  a  dependent." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  14,  after  the  word  *  hospital,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  of  the  funeral  expenses 
of  any  such  dependent,' "— (Jlfr.  Chancellor  of 
ihe  Exeheq'iier,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

.  Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  word 
**  dependent "  was  a  curious  sort  of 
word.  He  saw  the  Attorney-Greneral 
was  in  his  place,  and  he  would  like  him 
to  give  the  Committee  a  definition  of  the 
word,  stating  what  it  covered  and  what 
it  did  not  cover. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  South  Shields)  said  that  "  depen- 
dents "  was  a  word  very  well  known 
in  statutes.  It  meant  a  person  whom 
the  pensioner  would  be  under  a  legal 
obligation  to  maintain.  The  word  was 
frequently  used  in  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  and  in  the  Poor  Law, 
and  there  was  no  difficulty  in  giving  it 
the    ordinary    construction. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Schedule  : 

Mr.  holt  (Northumberland,  Hex- 
ham) moved  the  following  Amendment, 
"  In  line  25  of  the  schedule  to  leave  out 
all  the  words  after  *  exceeding '  to  the 
end  and  to  substitute  the  following 
schedule  :  '  Where  the  means  of  the 
person  does  not  exceed  per  annimi  £22 10s. 
pension  58.  per  week;  £25,  pension, 
48.  6d. ;  £27  lOs.,  pension  4s.;  £30 
pension  3s.  6d. ;  £32  10s.,  pension  3b. 
£35,  pension  2s.  6d. ;  £37  10s.,  pension 
2s. ;  above  £37  10s.,  no  pension.'  '* 
The  object  of  this  Amendment  was  to 
secure  that  a  man  who  had  saved  10s. 
or  128.  a  week  should  be  in  a  better 
position  that  the  man  who  had  saved  only 
8s.  The  man  who  had  saved  9s.,  for 
instance,  would  receive  4s.  6d.,  or  13s.  6d. 
in  all,  against  the  13s.  received  by  the 
man  who  had  saved  8s.  The  objection 
to  the  Amendment  was,  of  course,  that 
it  would  cost  more  money.  Would  it  be 
more  expensive  than  the  schedule  of  the 
Government  ?  He  had  been  inquiring 
into  the  pensions  paid  by  a  certain 
public  authority  to  its  workmen,  and  he 
found  that  there  were  206  pensions, 
the  lowest  being  7s.  6d.  and  the  highest 
15s.  a  week.  Under  the  Govern- 
ment schedule  it  would  have  to  pay. 
372  shillings  a  week,  and  under 
his  schedule  it  would  pay  610.  His 
scale  was  graduated  by  falls  of  6d. 
from  58.  to  2s.  No  pension  was  payable 
below  that  amount,  the  income  limit 
which  excluded  a  person  from  getting 
a  pension  being  an  amount  exceeding 
£37  10s.,  At  first  sight  his  scale  appeared 
to  be  more  costly  than  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  his  impression  was  that  the 
private  pensions  would  be  reduced  almost 
at  once  to  8s.,  as  people  did  not  like  to 
pay  out  of  their  pockets  for  the  benefit 
of  the  taxpayer,  and  a  similar  line  of 
argument  would  influence  friendly  and 
benefit  societies,  who  would  recast  their 
rules  so  as  to  get  as  much  out  of  the 
Exchequer  as  possible,  and  to  have  more 
tc^distribute  among  other  people.  If  there 
was  any  doubt  as  to  which  scale  would 
cost  most  to  the  Exchequer  there  could' 
not  be  any  doubt  as  to  which  one  was 
going  to  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
pensioners. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  7,  line  25.  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  exceed  '  to  the  end  of  the  schedule,  and  to 
insert — 

8.     d. 
"£2210s.     ....  60 

Exceed  £22  lOs..  but  do  not 

exceed  £25       -         -         -  4    6 

Exceed  £25.  but  do  not  exceed 

£27  10s.  ...  4     0 

Exceed  £27  l(»s..  but  do  not 

exceed  £30       ...  36 

Exceed  £30.  but  do  not  exceed 

£32  10s.  -         .         .         .  3     0 

Exceed  £32  10s.,  but  do  not 

exceed  £35       -         -         -  2     0 

Exceed  £35.  but  do  not  exceed 

£37  10s.  ...         .  2     0 

Exceed £37  lOs.    .         -         -  No  pension." 
— (J/r.  Holt: 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  Uft  out  to  '48.  Od.,'  in  line 
26,  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  accept  the  scale  sug- 
geeted,  which  would  cost  over  £800.000  a 
year  more  than  the  Government  sea  le.  The 
scheme  was  ingenious,  but  it  was  rather 
complicated  and  complex,  and  subtle 
schemes  generally  came  to  grief  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  put  them  in 
operation.  The  plan  of  the  Government 
was  a  plan  which  had  already  worked 
well  in  New  Zealand.  New  South  Wales, 
ajid  one  or  two  other  colonies.  His  hon. 
fiiend  seemed  to  assume  that  under  the 
Government  scheme  there  would  be  a 
real  danger  of  the  reduction  of  pensions 
paid  by  authorities  like  dock  authorities 
to  8s.  a  week.  But  the  scale  of  such 
pensions  could  surely  be  adapted  not 
merely  to  the  Government  scheme,  but 
lo  any  scale  introduced  into  the  Bill, 
so  long  as  it  was  graded  according  to 
income.  That  was  why  he  would  avoid 
the  complicated  and  difficult  scale  suoj- 
gested  by  his  hon.  friend.  It  was  far 
better  to  stick  to  the  scale  which  in  the 
experience  of  the  colonies  had  worked 
very  well 

Mr.  a  I  STEN  CHAMBERL.ALN  said 
they  were  discussing  the  scheilule  under 
circumstances  of  <;roat  dirticulty,  ap- 
proaching it  for  the  tirst  time  after  the 
hour  at  which  ordinary  sittings  of  the 
House  had  closed.  Ht»  thought  the 
proposal  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
worth V  of  more  consideration    .haii   the 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  touc'l- 
safed.     They  knew  that  in  these  matTer« 
the  furst  aspect  of  the  case  was  often  mis- 
leading, and  the  resolution  at  which  rbr 
Government  first  arrived  in  the  matter 
was    not     that    which     they    reached 
when    they    had    heard     the     subject 
discussed.    If  the  Committee  had  hid 
to    debate    the    question    of    adopti£2 
a  fixed  limit  or  a  sliding  scale  under  con- 
ditions similar  to  those  under  which  they 
'  were  compelled  now  to  discuss  the  nature 
I  of  the  sliding  scale,  the  fixed  limit  would 
I  have  been  still  embodied  in  the  Bill,  for 
i  it  was  not  until  half  a  day  had  been 
spent  in  debate  upon  the  point  and  one 
i  or    two    supporters  of  the  Government 
!  had  spoken  against  the  sliding  scale  that 
I  Ministers  decided  to  alter  their  plan. 

I  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  op- 
i  portunity  of  discussing  the  sliding  scale 
I  and  that  of  discussing  whether  a  sliding 
j  scale  or  a  fixed  limit  of  income  should  be 
;  adopted  were  exactly  the  same.  The 
i  discussion  on  the  latter  point  began  at 
!  eight  o'clock,  and  the  Government  oSeied 
!  to  begin  the  discussion  that  evening  at 
I  eight  o'clock. 

\     Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIX  said 
j  he  declined  to  be  dra^vll  into  a  contio- 
I  versy  at  that  hour  as  to  the  reasonableness 
,  of  the  time  allowed  for  debate  on  other 
,  parts  of  the  Bill  not  discussed  at  all. 
They  were  endeavouring  to  find  out  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  Bill  on  such 
questions    as   were   raised   by  his  hon. 
friend  a  few  minutes  ago.    For  instance^ 
whether  a  man  who  had  been  convicted 
A\Tongfully  and  had  received  a  free  pardon^ 
would  not  be  excluded  from  any  light 
to  a  pension  for  ten  years  afterwardB. 
If  they  did  so  they  would  not  get  home 
:  till  moniing,  or  till  they  ought  to  be 
meeting  again.    He  was  pointing    out 
when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
interposed,    that    the    Prime    Minister 
.  spoke  against  the  sliding  scale,  and  that 
the   Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  aUo 
spoke  against  it. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :    I  did  not 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAINTsaa 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wobbled. 
It  was  not  the  unaided  inteUigeiioe  of  the 
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Government  which  brought  them  to 
the  conclusion  embodied  in  the  sliding 
scale  which  they  submitted.  It  was 
prolonged  discussion  which  had  induced 
them  to  modify  the  Bill  profoundly, 
and  if  opportunity  for  debate  were 
afforded  they  might  be  induced  to 
modify  the  schedule.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  from  the  first  desired  the 
ahding  scale  rather  than  the  fixed  limit, 
and  now  that  they  had  got  the  sliding 
scale  accepted  he  joined  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  in  appealing  to  the 
Government  to  reconsider  the  terms 
of  the  sliding  scale  they  had  put  into  the 
Bill.  Of  course,  private  Members  had 
no  real  means  of  making  calculations 
worth  the  paper  they  were  made  on  as  to 
what  would  be  the  cost  of  any  particular 
change.  They  could  only  argue  the 
general  principle,  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment to  apply  the  general  principli*  to 
the  money  which  was  available,  and  to  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 
The  right  hon.  Grentlemanhad  told  them  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment  because 
it  would  add  £900,000  to  the  expense 
already  laid  on  the  country  by  this  Bill. 
That  was  a  very  substantial  reason,  but 
would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell 
them  how  he  had  arrived  at  that  estimate  ? 
Had  he  assumed  that  everyone  who  now 
paid  a  pension,  imder  whatever  name, 
to  an  old  person  would  continue  to  pay 
it,  even  though  that  old  person  would  be 
no  better  off  than  if  that  pension  was  less 
than  it  was  ?  He  was  not  going  to  pay 
two  or  five  shillings  a  week  for  the 
purpose  not  of  benefiting  the  person 
to  whom  he  paid  it,  but  of  saving  the 
Exchequer  which  was  to  pay  the  money. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that 
the  directors  were  trying  to  get  the  wages 
paid  out  of  the  Exchequer.  But  that 
wa:  impossible  imder  a  sliding  scale. 
It  seemed  rather  an  offensive  suggestion 
to  make  that  his  hon.  friend  or  his  clients 
wished  to  push  off  an  obligation  of  their 
own  on  to  the  Exchequer. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  right  to 
say  that.  He  had  simply  been  replying  to 
the  argument  which  the  hon.  Grentleman 
himself  had  advanced  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  shuffle  off  the  responsibility 
on  to  the  Exchequer. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAI^^  said 
that  that  was  not  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  no  right  to  impute  it  to 
him  or  to  anyone  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  The  suggestion  was,  not  that 
directors  might  wish  to  pay  their  wages 
out  of  the  Exchequer,  but  that,  if  a  man 
did  not  benefit  by  saving,  the  incentive 
to  continue  to  save  was  destroyed.  If 
he  did  not  benefit  by  any  pension  or 
gratuity  which  he  received  from  his  late 
or  present  employers,  the  Government 
destroyed  their  incentive  to  continue  the 
payments.  It  was  accordingly  urged 
that,  in  any  sliding  scale  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  they  should  give  a  clear  advantage 
to  the  man  at  each  stage  of  the  sliding 
scale  that  would  prevent  those  who  were 
now  assisting  him  in  his  old  age  from 
withdrawing  their  assistance  when  the 
Bill  passed.  It  was  a  reasonable  pro- 
position that  there  might  be  some  old 
person  in  whom  a  man  might  be  interested, 
who  was  known  to  him  and  whom  he  would 
assist  to  obtain  an  old-age  pension.  The 
first  question  asked  would  be  what  his^ 
resources  were,  and  who  contributed 
towards  them,  and  those  who  contributed 
would  withdraw  their  contribution  if  they 
found  he  did  not  benefit.  He  had  no 
means  of  checking  the  calculations  di  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  assumed  that  people 
would  continue  to  pay  what  they  now 
gave  voluntarily  after  the  greater  com- 
fort of  the  recipient  had  ceased  to  act  as  a 
reason.  He  believed  this  to  be  an  un- 
founded assumption,  and  wholly  illusory. 


*Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  saidhe  supported 
the  Amendment,  because  if  it  were 
carried  he  hoped  they  would  be  able  to 
persuade  the  House  to  leave  out  all  after 
the  word  "  exceed  "  in  the  schedule,  and 
his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Barnard 
Castle  might  be  able  to  move 
out  the  words  **  £22  10s.,"  and  insert  the 
words  "  £26,"  so  as  to  insure  with  the 
minimum  pension  15s.  a  week.  It  would 
be  a  great  pity,  he  thought,  to  spoil  an 
otherwise  excellent  measure  for  the  sake 
of  £100,000,  or  whatever  it  might  cost. 
People  whose  income  was  10s.  a  week 
would  naturally  feel  agrieved  if  they 
were  to  be  penalised  to  the  advantage  of 
people  whose  income  was  more  than  lOs. 
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a  week.  He  hoped  the  Gk)vernment  even 
now  would  realise  that  if  the  scheme  they 
were  support ii\g  created  this  injustice 
it  would  cause  a  great  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction and  discontent.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  remember  when  he 
quoted  New  Zealand  that  the  pension 
there  was  10s.,  and  if  a  small  young 
Colony  could  afford  to  give  that  the 
Mother  Country  at  least  could  afford  to 
i?ive  5s.  a  week  to  those  whose  incomes 
did  not  exceed  10s.  a  week.  He  appealed 
to  the  Government,  therefore,  not  to 
appose  the  Amendment. 


*^rR.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby)  supported  the  Amendment 
because*  he  desired  to  see  it  incor- 
]  orated  in  the  Bill,  and  he  was 
iorry  it  had  been  met  with  so  uncom- 
promising a  refusal  from  the  right  hon. 
<Tentlenian.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
f^ven  now  the  last  word  had  not  been 
spoken  upon  it.  The  only  alteration  it 
was  proposed  to  make  in  the  schedule 
was  in  the  amount  of  pension  to  be 
granted.  Upon  what  groimd  could  it 
be  said  by  the  pension  officer  or  the 
Government  that  it  would  complicate 
matters  to  grant  4s.  6d.  any  more  than 
to  grant  4s.,  which  was  the  Government 
proposal  ?  It  seemed  to  him  in  the 
matter  of  complication  there  was  nothing 
to  be  said  against  the  proposed  amended 
schedule  that  did  not  already  prevail 
against  the  scale  of  the  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  second 
objection  to  the  proposed  amended 
-icale  was  that  it  would  be  much  more 
•  ostly  than  the  scale  of  the  Government. 
They  had  not  the  means  of  arriving  at 
oxact  figures  and  they  could  not  tell 
how  much  it  was  going  to  cost  more 
than  the  Government  scheme,  but  he 
thought    that    the    right  hon.    Gentle- 
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to  the  full  Government    pensioD.    He 
should  have  imagined  that  the  Govezn- 
ment  in  their  calculations  would  have 
taken  the  effect  of  that  tendency  into 
account,  and  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
that   the   scale   proposed    by   his  hon. 
friend  was  really  goiog  to  cost  £9OO,00i) 
more     than     the      Government     scale. 
Even    assuming    that    the    scale    pro- 
posed  by  his  hon.    friend  would   cost 
this  extra  money,  they  could   instead 
of   removing   altogether    the    incentive 
to  save  between  8s.  and  13s.,  cat  off  the 
pension  when  theyreachedthe  higherstages 
and  say  a  man  who  had   Ss.  per  week 
should  have  5s.,  a  man  who  had  98.  shoold 
have  4s.  6d.,  and  a  man  who  had  l(k 
should  have  4s., and  that  there  should  b? 
no  more  pensions  until  such  time  as  they 
had   more  money   to   grant  them.    In 
that  case  they  would  not  be  spending 
more  money  than  the  Government  at 
the   present    provided,    and   the  scale 
would  not  be  open  to  the  objection  that 
they  were  putting  a  burden  on  the  tax- 
payer,  whilst  they  would  be  granting 
pensions  without  depriving  a  man  of 
the  incentive  to  be  thrifty.    He  conM 
not  see,  therefore,  why  the  Government 
should  not  give  fair  consideration  to  the 
proposal,  even  if  they  coulo  not  go  the 
whole   length   proposed.    At   any  nte 
their  proposal,  within  the  limits  of  their 
money,  would  then  be  a  gooa  one.    Thev 
would  be  granting  pensions  where  they 
were  most  needed,  and  granting  those 
who  had  been  careful  and  had  saved 
more   than   8s.,   something   more  than 
those  who  had  not  saved  so  mucL   It 
was    of    infinite    importance   that  the 
people  should  understand  that  the  moie 
they  saved  the  better  ofE  they  would 
be.    It  was  really  a  great  1  lot  on  the 
Government  scheme,  valuable  as  that 
scheme   was,   that  it  was  legitimately 


man  had  under-estimated  the  cost  of  ■  open  to  the  chArge  that  it  gave  no 
the  existing  scale  if  he  wa-;  taking  it  j  encouragement  to  saving  between 
on  the  })asis  of  the  present  payment  of  ^s.  and  13s.  It  was  all  the  moie  le- 
friendly  societies,  trade  unions,  and  !  grettable  because  the  blot  was  not  in- 
b(nievolent  employers.  It  was  quite  :  evitable.  It  could  be  remedied  by  the 
oljvious  that  under  the  Government  I  proposal  before  the  House  witbout  eostinC 
scale  there  would  be  no  incentive  to  any  the  country  any  more  money,  and 
em})loyer.  trade  uiiior.  or  friendly  society  without  in  the  least  adding  to  the  com- 
to  irrant  any  sum  of  nionev  lietwee'n  ■  plication  of  the  Bill.  He  believed  hon. 
Ss.  and  13ri.  per  week  to  any  employee  ;  Members  wanted  the  aebedule  to  be  ai 
or  subscriber,  and  sooner  or  later  there  good  as  they  could  possibly  make  it; 
would  be  a  reduction  in  all  these  ^'rants  '  «i^<l  ^e  was  convinced,  if.it  were  leftta 
to  the  8s.,  which  entitled  the  recipients  their  unfettered  decision  to  Bay  which 
Mr.  Kdr  liar  fie. 
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was  the  best  schedule,  some  such  schedule 
as  that  now  proposed  which  would  secure 
that  the  man  who  had  saved  most  should 
liave  the  largest  income  would  commend 
itself  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
thought  the  speeches  to  which 
they  had  listened  would  convince  the 
House  that  there  was  a  very  great  deal 
to  be  said  for  the  Amendment.  There 
was  no  question  that  this  schedule, 
whatever  its  defects,  was  founded  upon 
the  only  right  principle — that  the 
pension  scheme  ought  to  have  some 
regard  to  the  thrift  of  the  recipient 
and  that  the  pension  ought  to  bear 
some  proportion  to  the  provision  which 
a  man  had  made  for  himself.  The  Chan- 
<^or  of  the  Exchequer  had  refused  the 
Amendments  on  two  groimds.  He  was 
lK)und  to  say  he  really  once  again  showed 
that  he  had  not  seriously  considered 
the  Amendment  which  he  disposed  of 
in  a  few  airy  phrases  to  which  they  had 
"become  accustomed.  He  had  said  that  the 
scale  could  not  be  adopted,  because  it  was 
too  subtle  and  complicated,  and  would 
not  be  effective  in  practice.  That  con- 
tention had  been  blo^^Ti  to  pieces  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  It  was  a  novel  objection  to 
say  that  proposals  on  this  Bill  were 
subtle,  because,  if  ever  there  was  a 
Bill  which  was  subtle  and  complicated, 
through  and  through,  from  beginning 
to  end,  it  was  this  Bill.  If  any  fortunate 
old  person  ever  managed  to  get  through 
aU  the  enormous  entanglements  which 
the  Bill  set  up  between  him  and  his 
pension  there  would  probably  be  a 
public  subscription  got  up  for  him. 
The  only  real  objection  the  right  hon. 
€rentleman  made  was  that  it  would 
cost  too  much  and  that  he  had  not  got 
the  money.  He  had  told  them  it  would 
cost  £900,000  more  than  the  Government 
schedule.  He  thought  they  were  en- 
titled upon  a  matter  of  this  vital  im- 
portance to  something  more  than  that 
mere  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  did  not  doubt  it  was  so, 
but  the  details  of  the  calculation  could 
have  nothing  confidential  about  them, 
and  if  they  knew  them  they  would 
be  able  to  see  what  the  real  char- 
acter of  the  calculation  was.  The 
right  hon.   Gentleman  had  given  them 


no  details,  but  only  said  it  would 
cost  £900,000  more.  There  was  no 
objection  in  principle  to  the  schedule, 
which  could  perfectly  well  be  adapted 
to  any  sum  which  the  Government  had 
at  their  disposal.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  suggested  that  it  could  be  made  lesp 
expensive  by  cutting  off  the  last  two 
lines,  the  12s.  6d.  and  13s.  6d.  a  week. 
He  thought  that  would  be  a  wrong  way 
because  it  would  knock  out  a  relatively 
small  number  of  persons  who  were  in 
relatively  small  need  of  and  got  relatively 
small  pensions.  It  would  be  better  in 
addition  to  knocking  off  the  last  two 
lines  to  begin  the  whole  schedule  lower 
down — to  begin  with  a  man  earning  Gs.  6d. 
instead  of  Ts.  6d.  But  that,  after  all, 
was  a  matter  for  the  Grovernment  to 
consider.  His  point  was  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  schedule,  it  was  not  denied 
by  the  Government,  was  the  right  prin- 
ciple and  the  objection  which  they  made 
to  it,  that  they  could  not  afford  it,  fell 
to  the  ground  and  could  easily  be  re- 
moved by  adjusting  the  schedule  itself 
in  order  to  meet  any  sum  which 
the  Government  had  at  their  disposal. 
Having  at  the  invitation  of  the  Govern- 
ment embarked  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  schedule,  upon  the  justice  of  which 
the  whole  future  of  the  scheme  really 
depended,  it*  seemed  to  him  that  the 
answer  which  had  been  given  was  a  very 
jejune  and  small  one  not  altogether 
worthy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
would  be  unable  to  vote  for  the  schedule 
as  it  stood  in  view  of  the  additional 
cost,  but  he  would  be  able  to  support 
the  hon.  Member  in  moving  the  Govern- 
ment schedule  out  in  order  to  insert 
another.  He  objected  to  the  Bill  alto- 
gether, but  if  they  were  to  have  an  old- 
age  pension  scheme  they  phould  take 
every  means  to  see  that  it  was  just  and 
sound. 

Mr.  SIMON  (Essex,  Walthamstow) 
said  he  was  entirely  imconvinced  by 
the  answer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  There  were  really  two  ques- 
tions here  quite  separate  in  importance 
and  in  the  extent  to  which  the  ordinary 
private  Member  could  judge  of  them. 
One  was  the  actual  question,  how  much 
one  schedule  would  cost  the  Treasury 
more  than  another.  It  was  profoundly 
important,  but  not  a  matter  on  which 
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the     ordinary    private     Member    could 
form     ail     independent    opinion.      But, 
apart   from  that   altogether,   there   was 
involved  in  this  Amendment  a  difference 
in  principle,  and  he  desired,  with  great 
respect,  to  ask  the  Government  whether 
he  was  not  right  in  thinking  that  their 
scheme  was    one  which   put  no  induce- 
ment whatever   upon   a   man   who  had 
once  got  as  much  as  8s.  a  week  to  get 
any  more,  imless  he   got   at  least   13s. 
a  week.     In  the  second  place,  he  desired 
to    ask    them    whether    this    proposed 
svsteni   did  not   provide   some  stimulus 
for  thrift  which  the  Government  system 
failed  to  do.     If  he  was  right  in  thinking 
these  two  things,  was  he  really  to  be  told 
that  it  passed  the  wit  of  man  and  the 
Treasury    to     de\ise    a    scheme    which 
embraced  the  better  principle  ?     He  en- 
t'rely  declined  to  believe  it,  and  if  the 
eminent    gentlemen    who     advised    the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  able 
to  tell  him  that  this  scheme  was  gomg 
to  cost  £900,000   more  than   the  other 
he  had  no  doubt  they  could  tell  him  what 
modifications  of  the  scheme  were  neces- 
sary in  order  that  they  might  not  commit 
themselves  to  too  great  extra  expendi- 
ture.    It  was  said  there  was  many  and 
many  a  man  who  came  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  and  had  saved  only  8s.  a  week, 
who  was  a  much  better  man  and  worthier 
citizen  than  a  man  who  had  saved  12s. 
But  they  must  proceed  on  some  general 
rule,  and  unless  it  was  going  to  be  said 
that  the  encouragement  of  thrift  between 
these  limits  of  weekly  saving  was  utterly 
unimportant  and  that,  speaking  generally, 
a  man  was  a  better  citizen,  becavse    he 
had  saved  less  rather  than  more,  he  really 
did  not  see  the  force  and  the  relevance 
of  the  observation.     Then  it  was  said  that 
the  proposal  was  complicated,  but  it  was 
not  complicated  a  bit.     It  was  quite  as 
easy  to  follow  as  the  Government  scheme. 
In  both  cases  it  was  necessary  to  know 
that  there  were  fifty-two  weeks  in  the 
year  and  to  be  able  to  do  a  long  division 
sum.     If  they  could  not  do  it  in  their 
heads  they  had  to  do  it  on  a  piece  of 
paper.     He     did     not    think    he   would 
be  doing  his  duty  if  he  silently  supported 
a  scheme  which  contained,  as  he  thought, 
seed  of  real  vice,  in  that  it  did  not  offer 
an    actual    inducement    to    saving.     At 
the  same  time  he  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  in  seeing  the  impossi- 

Mr,  Simor.. 


bility  of  voting  in  the  dark  for  some 
further  expenditure,  and  he  therefoif 
appealed  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  tell  him,  since  he  Jiad  assistance 
at  his  command  which  private  Memben 
had  not,  what  were  the  modification* 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  scheme  in 
order  that  they  might  be  able  to  spend 
that  sum  of  money  which  the  Goven- 
ment   said  they  could   find. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  main 
objection  of  the  Government  was  that  the 
scheme  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
involved  an  extra  expenditure  of  £900,000- 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  schedule 
which  in  the  Committee  stage  stood  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Maid- 
stone and  which  carried  out  every  one  of 
the  suggestions  just  advanced  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite. 
It  gave  a  distinct  advantage  as  betwea 
the  different  grades  of  those  who  had 
saved,  and  therefore  encouraged  thrift. 
It  started  by  giving  more  to  the  poorer 
man  and  less  to  the  man  who  was  better 
off,  while  it  involved  exactly  the  same 
expenditure.  It  started  with  an  income 
of  £13  a  year,  and  ended  with  an  income 
of  £26  58.  It  gave  the  man  with  an 
income  of  £13  a  year  6s.  a  week,  and  the 
man  with  £26  5s*  a  year  2s.  a  week,  and 
the  pensions  were  graded  between  so  that 
the  annual  income  was  slightly  incrwaed 
with  the  increase  of  personal  savings. 
That  being  the  case  he  thought  it  answered 
every  suggestion  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  had  JM* 
made.  The  Opposition  were  in  exacdy 
the  same  position  as  the  hon.  wd 
learned  Gentleman.  They  would  like  to 
have  the  existing  schedule  left  out  ia 
the  first  instance  in  order  that  the 
Government  might  put  in  a  fresh  one- 
either  one  of  those  which  appeared  on  tie 
Paper,  or  else  alter  their  own.  He  begged 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  con- 
sider whether  he  was  justified  in  ckMing 
the  door  altogether  to  the  suggestion  that 
had  been  made,  namely,  that,  whateyw 
the  schedule  was,  it  should  do  sometUBg 
distinctly  to  encourage  thrift.  That  w» 
not  the  description  of  the  QovemiMi* 
schedule.  The  difference  was  only  os* 
of  sixpence,  he  believed.  It  wmdel 
ridiculous  to  ask  a  man  to  indvlie  B 
self-denial  for  years  for  the  sake  of  tit 
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but  if  the  pension  were  based  on  the 
schedule  of  his  noble  friend  there  was  a 
distinct  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the 
pensioner,  and  although  he  would  be 
glad  to  see  it  greater,  it  was  an  improve- 
ment on  the  Government's  schedule. 
If  the  Grovernment  would  be  willing  to 
leave  out  their  schedule,  and  then  con- 
sider the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite,  amending  it  to  meet  their 
case  or  else  bring  forward  a  fresh  one, 
it  would  be  a  satisfactory  proceeding. 
The  schedule  to  which  he  had  referred 
involved  not  one  penny  more  expenditure 
than  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
meet.  It  took  the  original  Umit  of  the 
Government,  namely  lOs.  5d.  a  week  as 
the  maximum,  it  started  with  a  lower 
sum  than  was  taken  by  the  Grovernment, 
it  gave  more  to  the  poor  man  and  less  to 
the  better-off  man,  and  the  increase  of 
income  grew  with  the  amount  saved  by 
the  recipient.  Therefore,  it  had  every 
advantage  to  recommend  it  and  he  could 
not  help  regretting  that  the  Grovernment 
were  not  willing  to  accept  the  proposaL 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  had  asked  him  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  the  schedule  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Maidstone. 
It  was  a  cheaper  schedule  than  the 
Government  schedule  by  £450,000.  It 
was  not  for  him  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  object  to  that,  but  he 
doubted  whether  he  could  persuade 
the  Committee  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  schedule 
had  been  very  carefully  prepared.  He 
had  not  the  figures  with  him,  but  he 
had  seen  them.  He  could  not  believe 
a  saving  of  £400,000  was  involved. 
According  to  the  figures  he  had  seen 
the  expenditure  worked  out  almost 
identically  the  same  as  the  expenditure 
imder  the  Government  proposals,  besides 
which  greater  advantages  were  provided. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  But  it  runs 
up  from  5s.  to  10s. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :   Yes. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  was 
informed  that  the  scheme  worked  out 
at  something  like  £400,000  less  than  the 
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Grovernment  scheme,  and  though  he 
did  not  think  the  House  of  Commons 
would  accept  it  at  that  stage,  if  there 
was  a  general  feeling  to  save  the  Ex- 
chequer £400,000  it  would  not  be  very 
difficult  to  persuade  him  at  any  rate  to 
give  it  very  careful  consideration.  He 
could  not  help  thinking,  however,  that 
his  hon.  friends  had  been  exercising 
their  well-known  ingenuity  to  very 
little  purpose.  What  did  it  mean  ? 
The  Amendment  was  represented  as  a  scale 
which  was  a  great  inducement  to  thrift. 
What  wasthegrsat  inducement  to  thrift  ? 
It  was  that  the  individual  might  be  able 
to  make  6d.  out  of  it.  The  suggestion 
was  that  a  man  would  not  merely 
go  on  saving,  but  would  so  ingeniously 
adapt  his  savings  that  he  would 
not  save  Ss.  but  9s.  in  order  to  be  able 
to  make  6d.  out  of  it  when  seventy 
years  of  age.  It  was  too  fantastic. 
Of  course  any  man  by  the  exercise  of 
his  ingenuity  could  invent  all  sorts  of 
conditions  and  possible  contingencies 
of  that  kind,  but  they  were  not  practical. 
A  man  when  thirty  or  forty  years  of 
age  did  not  sit  down  to  plan  how  to 
save  every  penny  he  could  so  as  to 
save  exactly  the  sum  that  would  enable 
him  at  the  age  of  seventy  years  to  get 
an  extra  6d.  out  of  the  revenue.  That 
was  not  the  way  a  man  acted.  A  man 
began  to  save  without  any  particular 
consideration  of  the  actual  amount  he 
would  have  when  seventy  years  of  age. 
The  inducement  to  thrift  would  largely 
remain,  and  he  could  not  believe  that 
any  man  would  so  adapt,  as  it  were, 
the  whole  savings  of  his  life  in  order 
to  make  the  difierence  between  8s.  or 
9s.  according  to  the  very  ingenious  scale 
suggested  by  his  hon.  friend.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Appleby  had  said  that  if 
the  Government  could  not  accept  the 
scale  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hexham, 
would  they  not  accept  the  improvised 
scale  which  he  had  proposed  in  the 
course  of  the  debate?  Was  his  hon. 
friend  quite  sure  where  it  stopped  ? 


*Mr.'LEIF  JONES  said  the  Amend- 
ment was  not  improvised.  It  was  put 
down  in  the  Committee  stage  and  was 
now  on  the  Paper.  The  suggestion 
he  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
was  that  if  there  were  not  enough  money 
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to  meet  the  whole  scale  it  should  stop  at  been    gone   into    most    carefully.      Hp 

the  point  where  it  affected  the  higher  confessed  he  was  rather  attracted  by  tlf 

incomes.  suggestion    of    the    hon.    Member   for 

Hexham.    He   thought    that  there  ms 

Mr.   LLOYD-GEORGE   asked   if  his  an  idea  to  be  worked  upon,  because  lie 

hon.  friend  knew  tliat  the  scale  he  pro-  was  just  as  anxious  as  hon.   Members 

posed    would    cost    an    extra    £815,000  that  the  schemefehould  be  a  real  encourage 


a  year  to  the  Excheciuer  1 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 

Will  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  tell  us 
how  these  estimates  were  arrived  at  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEGRGE  said  he  would 


ment  to  thrift.  He  thought  it  was  t 
very  ingenious  idea,  and  started  with 
that  view  to  ascertain  what  it  wouM 
really  cost.  They  tried  all  kinds  of 
alternatives  but  could  not  find  one 
which  would  cost  less  than  £330.(Mi. 
and  imder  those  circumstances  they  had 
to  abandon  the  idea.     After  all,  it  was 


state    tiuite  frankly    to    the    Committee    not  a  plan  for  which 'anv  other  co)UitiT 

had  set  a  precedent.  The  plan  of  tue 
Government  was  the  only  one  which  had 
been  pursued  up  to  the  present  in  auy 


that  ho  had  to  depend  on  the  actuaries 
of  the  Department.  That  was  the  only 
answer    he    could    give.     The    only    in-  ^ 

structiniis  he  gave  were  that  the  actu-  ot^er  countrv. " 
aries    were    to    ascertain    on    a    proper 
actuaml   basis   what   the   proposals   in        ♦Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire. 

the   Amejulment   would   cost,     lie   was  j^tj  ^^^^  ^le  did  not  wish  to  labour  the 

auxl<>ll^  to  hnd  out  exactly  what  thev  point  at  that  time  of  night,  and  he  wished 

came  to,  and  the  figures  he  had  quoted  ^^  g^^^^  Yie  was  not  one  of  those  who 

were   given   to   him    by   actuaries   who  ^gted  for  Id.  more  on  the  sliding  scale 

arrived  at  them  m  the  usual  way.     Ke  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^i  was  involved  bv  the 

thought    that    was    the    only    possible  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  pro^sak. 

business   way   of   arriving   at   a  proper  He  had  not   got   actuarial  figures,  bnt 

estimate.     If  his  hor..  friend  was  referrmg  ]^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^elp  feeling  that,  if  instead 

to  his  Amendment  oil  the  Paper,  he  was  ^{53    ^^^j^  ^hose   who   had    10s.   thev 

sorry  he  suggested  it  was  improvised,  stopped    at     58.     with    8d.,    and    then 

That,  j,s  he  had  said,  would  cost  £815,000  raised  the  scale  to  4s.  6d.  with  9s.,  and 

more  to  the  Exchetiuer,  and  reaUy  what  4^  ^^j^h  10s.,  it  gave  a   margin  for  over 

he   had    to  say  about  all  these  schemes  iq^^  because  anvone  could  see  that  there 

was    wluit     he    had    said   before,    thai  ^^.^s  a    saving "  of    6d.    on    the    second 

he     would    rather    the    money    should  ^i^gs  and   Is.   on  the  third  class.    He 

be  spe!  t  \n  extending  the  benefits  to  the  ^^^s  not  conc'enied  to  go  up  to  13s.  or 

very  poor,  but  if  they  took  away  £800,000  even  12s.  6d.,  but  he  was  concerned  abont 

or  £900.000  ni  order  to  give  it  to  the  keeping  awav  from  the  dead  level  between 

comparatively   well-ofi   they   could   not  gg^  ^nd  13s*.,  which  was  no  advantage. 

spei.d  it  on  the  very  poor.     He  believed  j^^d  y^^  ^.^g  s„re  would  create  a  tendencr 

it  was  tl>e  right  hon.  Centleman  opposite  to  unload.     He  was  managing  director 

who  jiskrd  if  the  Goveriimpi  t  had  tried  of  a  works  which  gave  1,200  to  1,300 

anv   .litm  alive  of  their  own   upon  the  pensions  of  12s.  to  13s.  a  week,  and  the 

prijK  ij.le  contained  in  these  suggestions,  y^^y  fiygt  thing  his  colleagues  said  wm 

Well  the  Government  had,  and  the  very  that    they    should    reduce    the   pension 

nearest  ap])roa(h  they  could  get  to  the  i^gjow  8s".,  because  they  would  be  aUe 

cost     of     their     present     scheme     was  to  give  pensions  to  more  men.    If  die 

£:^:mm    more.     They    did    not    think  Government  only  went  up  to  10s.  or  Ift 

that  this  mere  8ix])en(e  thrift  was  worth  6d.,  and  graded *the  pensions  in  the  war 

£380.000    a    year,    when    they    wanted  suggested  it  would  appeal  to  the  countiT, 

morev  v.ived  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  as  a  man  would  not  have  his  pension 

witli    the    paupers,    as   he    hoped    they  docked  off  to  the  extent  of  the  equivalent 

wonM    1m'   able   to  r.ext   year.       Under  he  had  saved.     By  the  permission  of  the 

tlust'  rJK  iimstances  he  trusted  the  Com-  Govenmient  thev  had  been  allowed  to 

niittt  ♦•  would  rot  think  he  was  giving  a  discuss  the  sliding  scale  that  night  nofc? 

perfiinrtory  ai.swer.     These  things  had  he  took  it,  with  a  view  to  pMfldng  tke 
Mr.  Le  if  Jones, 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give 
more  money,  because  he  agreed  they 
ought  to  spend  it  on  the  poorer  people, 
but  in  order  to  deal  with  arithmetical 
calculations.  He  was  not  asking  for 
anything  extra  or  he  would  not  be  stand- 
ing there,  but  he  only  wanted  to  repeat 
with  emphasis  the  wish  of  himself  and 
his  hon.  friends  that  this  scale  should 
not  be  open  to  objections. 

♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon) 
said  he  had  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  have  been  moved  by 
the  series  of  appeals  which  had  been 
made  to  him  from  his  own  side  of  the 
House,  but  he  was  afraid  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  altogether  failed  to  grasp 
first  of  all  the  objections  to  his  present 
proposal  which  came  from  his  own  side, 
iind,  secondly,  the  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment which  had  been  pressed  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin.  What  was  the  root  of  all  the 
objections  which  cRme  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's  own  side  of  the 
House  ?  It  was  that  the  Bill  of  the 
Government  and  their  present  proposal 
gave  no  encourajjement  whatever  to 
thrift.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  the  Committee  half  a  dozen  times  in 
the  course  of  his  speeches  that  he  was 
most  anxious  to  do  something  in  the 
Bill  to  promote  and  encourage  thrift,  but 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Bill 
in  its  original  form,  when  a  hard  and 
fast  line  had  been  <lrawn  at  an  income 
^f  10s.  a  week,  it  had  been  nothing 
but  the  greatest  possible  discourage- 
ment to  thrift. 

*Mr.  H.  C.  lea  (St.  Pancras,  E.)  :  On 
a  point  of  order,  is  it  in  order  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  lecture  the 
Government  on  its  alleged  lack  of  en- 
couragement of  thrift  amongst  the 
working  classes  when  it  is  notorious  that 
he  has  himself  so  little  displayed  this 
quality  in  the  course  of  his  life  that  he 
has  had  to  make  a  declaration  of  insuffi- 
ciency of  means  in  order  to  qualify  for 
an  allowance  from  the  taxpayers  of 
this   country    to    the   extent  of   £1,200 

;i    year ?      [Cries     of     "Oh,"    and 

"  Order."] 


The   CHAIRMAN:    The   right   hon. 
Gentleman  is  absolutely  in  order 

♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  the  interruption 
only  showed  how  extremely  little  atten* 
tion  was  paid  by  some  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  to  the  dis- 
cussion which  was  going  on.  He  had 
been  humbly  endeavouring  to  support 
and  enforce  the  views  which  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  from  his  own  side  without 
I  any  effect  at  all  up  to  the  present.  Some 
I  improvement,  he  admitted,  had  been 
made  by  the  Amendment  that  had  been 
moved  by  the  Government  themselves 
with  regard  to  a  sliding  scale,  but  im- 
fortunately  the  sliding  scale  that  they 
had  moved  was  extremely  deficient.  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  called  attention 
to  an  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Maidstone.  There  was 
another  Amendment  almost  precisely  of 
the  same  character  moved  by  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Worcester.  Either 
of  these  Amendments  would  have  had 
the  effect  of  encouraging  thrift,  though  he 
agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend  that  the 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Maidstone 
would  have  encouraged  thrift  rather 
more  than  the  other.  That  was  why 
he  desired  in  a  very  few  words  to 
press  it  upon  the  attention  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  did  not 
appear  to  have  considered  the  Amend- 
ment in  the  Committee  stage  or  to  have 
paid  much  attention  to  what  fell  from 
his  right  hon.  friend ;  but  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
differed  entirely  from  that  of  the  noble 
Lori  tho  Member  for  Maidstone, 
in  the  very  respect  which  had  been 
enforced  upon  him,  or  tried  to  be  en- 
j  forced  upon  him.  by  Members  on  his 
.  own  side.  It  begar.  at  a  lower  scale  than 
I  the  Amendment  which  was  put  on  the 
Paper  by  the  Government.  Might  he 
endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  right  hon. 
(jentleman  what  was  the  effect  of  this 
Amendment  ?  Instead  of  beginning  as 
the  right  hon.  (gentleman  did  at  £21  a 
i  year,  it  began  at  £13,  which  was  equal  to 
I  5s.  per  week.  Where  that  was  the  case 
I  it  gave  as  a  pension  6s.  per  week,  bringing 
I  the  pensioner's  income  up  to  lis. 
j  altogether.     The  next  stage  was  where 
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extent,  and  that  the  savings  could  be 
sucocflBfully  invefltod  was  a  very  gross 
empirical  fallacy.  The  limit  of  successful 
saving  for  m vestment  was  the  point  at 
which  the  investment  yielded  thatfor 
which  there  was  a  demand,  yv•.j^^^  ^^    ; 

*The  chairman  said  the  economic 
argument  of  the  lion.  Member  seemed 
to  be  a  little  remote  from  the  (juestion. 

I  ♦Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  saidthathis 
proposition  was  that  the  object  of  this 
Bill  should  not  })e  first  and  foremost  to 
encourage  further  saving  for  investment, 
because  blind  and  unlimited  encourage- 
ment of  saving  for  investment  was 
merely  an  inducement  to  what  must 
prove  to  be  loss.  That  was  an  economic 
fact.  There  was  annually  a  vast  amount 
of  saving  which  was  doomed  to  loss 
because  there  did  not  exist  sufficient 
means  for  investment  beyond  a  cert.ain 
sum,  and  the  House  was  empirically 
urj^iug  u]K)n  everyone  unlimited  saving 
for  investment,  when  in  the  nature  of 
the  case  such  unlimited  saving  for  in- 
vestment must  involve  loss  of  a  large 
amount  of  the  saved  money.  He  was 
trying  to  repel  an  argument  which  had 
been  reiterated  a  hundred  times  in  the 
discussion  and  which  was  a])parently 
taken  for  granted  withoutTthe  slighteKt 
analysis. 

*Mr.  JOYNSON-HICKS  (Manchester, 
N.W.)  said  that  thrift  as  he  understood 
it  was  putting  by  for  a  rainy  day,  and 
the  reason  he  was  supporting  the 
Ameiuiinent  was  that  for  the  first  time 
it  embodied  in  the  Bill  a  word  in  favour 
of  thrift.  The  only  argument  really 
used  against  the  Amendment  was  that 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  it  would  cost  an  extra  £900,000. 
That  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Opposition.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxchecjuer  could  look  after  his  own 
hen  roosts.  He  should  have  realised 
l)efore  he  brought  in  the  Bill  that 
there  would  be  a  demand  from  all 
sides  of  the  House  to  make  it  a  more 
reasonable  measure.  Amendment  after 
Amendment  had  been  suggested  from 
the  (^])positi()n  side  of  the  House,  and 
also  from  Labour  Members.  The  hon. 
Member    for  Merlhyr    Tvdvil    ha'l    said 

Mr-  J  h.  Fuhertsm, 


he  was  going  to  raise  a  farther  Amend- 
ment increasing  the  limit  of  income  which 
permitted  a  pension  from  Sa.  to  l(k, 
for  which  he  would  certainly  Tot«, 
because  sooner  or  later,  probably  within 
the  next  twelve  months,  all  these  painful 
wire  entanglements  would  be  bound  to 
be  swept  away,  The  whole  scheme 
would  have  to  be  simplified  and  would 
I  cost  more  money,  and  it  was  just  as 
I  well  that  the  Government  which  had 
initiated  this  scheme  should  hare  th« 
n^sponsibility  of  bringing  in  a  proper  one 
and  the  burden  of  finding  the  monor. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  did  not 
think  the  C'hancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
:  had  addressed  himself    to  the  one  pro- 
j  position    before   the    Committee,   whicfc 
was   not   a    question   of   increasing  the 
amount  from  the  Treasury'  but  of  utilisinfi 
to  the  best  advantiige  the  money  he  had 
at  his   disposal.     He  did  not   think  the  . 
right  hon.   Gentleman    gave   thot   con- 
sideration   to    the     question    which  it 
deserved,  when  he  merely  talked  abort 
the    scheme    of    the   hon.    Member  for 
Ilexham  }>eing  fant^istic.     The  moment   : 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  left  the  fixed 
income  with  the  small  amount  of  moneT 
at  his  disposal  he  was  sure  to  get  into  ; 
some  fantastic  proposals.     Did  the  right  * 
hon.     Gentleman     say  that  it  was  not  I 
fant4istic  in  a  scheme  that  a  man  who  (I 
had  12s.  a  week  got  no  more  than  the  j! 
man  who   had  8s.?      The  hon.  Memhtr  J 
for  Tyneside  had  offered  a  very  kftned  )! 
disquisition  about  thrift,  which  he  cooU  1 1 
not  attempt  to  follow,  but  he  would  lib  ^  \ 
to  say  that  for  the  purpoae  of  this  Kl  ? ' 
they  had  to  assume  thrift  when  it  exifltid  ' 
in  a  concrete  form,  because  they  roiU 
not  very  well  tell  when  the  expenditw 
had  been  wise.     He  quite  agreed  their , 
,  was  thrift  in  wise  expenditure,  hut  fcr 
I  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  how  could  tbK 
say  over  a  long  course  of  years  if  tie  / 
expenditure  had  been  wise  ?     Theiebit. ' 
he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  GentJena  i 
whether  he  could  not  take  the  prioc^b : 
of  the  scheme  of  the  hon.  Member  to  i 
Hexham  and  confine  it  within  the  iaiii . 
of  the  money  he  possessed.     If  the  li^ 
hon.  Gentleman  did  that  he  wooU  ^    1 
any  rate  get  away  from  the  anoailf  \  ] 
that  a  man  with  8a.  a  week  got  jut  tf  \ 
much  as  a  man  with  9r.,  or,  rathw,  M : 
the  man  with  99.  got  no  moit  t^  Ih! 
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mau  with  8s.  Bo  far  from  helping  the 
poor — and  he  was  entirely  with  tlio  right 
hon.  Gentleman  there — ho  ventured  to 
say  that  under  his  sliding  scale  it  did 
not  do  that  at  all,  because  in  order  to  give 
the  pension  to  a  man  who  had  Us.  or  128. 
he  had  reduced  the  pension  of  the  man 
who  had  got  9s.  or  lOs.  a  week.  He 
thought  there  was  something  more  in 
the  proposal  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  yet  indicated. 
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should  I  not  have  some  advantage  over 
the  person  who  has  only  8s.  a  week  ?  " 
It  would  leave  a  rankling  sense  of  in- 
justice in  the  minds  of  some  people. 
No  one  in  the  course  of  the  debate  had 
said  that  the  scheme  of  the  Government 
was  as  just  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hexham,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  wAy  to  accept  the 
principle  of  the  scheme.  .    : 


Lord  R.  CECIL  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  reconsider  the  point.  He 
really  could  not  understand  their 
attitude.  Surely  the  request  put  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
and  others  was  reasonable,  namely,  that 
the  Government  should  take  the  money 
they  had  got  and  apply  it  to  a  reasonable, 
rational,  and  logical  scheme.  The  only 
answer  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
made  was  that  they  had  tried  all  the 
schemes,  and  they  could  not  find  one  that 
would  cost  less  than  £300,000  more  than 
their  present  scheme.  It  was  really 
incredible.  It  was  impossible  to  believe 
that  by  an  arrangement  of  the  scale 
they  could  not  bring  out  the  sum  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  of  the  scheme 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  urged 
this  on  the  Government,  not  only  on  the 
ground  of  thrift,  but  on  the  ground  of 
justice.  There  would  be  a  grave  sense 
of  injustice  unless  some  such  proposal 
were  adopted.  He  could  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  was  wrong  in 
putting  aside  the  claim  of  justice  as  he 
had  so  often  done  on  this  subject.  The 
pensioner  who  having  9s.  or  10s.  a  week 
got  no  more  than  the  pensioner  with  8s. 
would  feel  unjustly  treated  because  he 
would  be  receiving  a  less  pension  from 
the    State,   and   he    would   say    "  Wh> 


Mr.  ASQUITH  said  he  should  like, 
before  a  division  was  taken,  to  say  two 
or  three  words  on  this  subject,  particularly 
in  reply  to  some  of  his  hon.  friends. 
The  question  was  whether  the  schedule 
which  now  appeared  in  the  Bill,  should 
be  left  out  in  order  that  there  might  be 
substituted  for  it  one  or  another  of 
the  proposals  submitted  by  various 
Members  of  the  Committee.  The  schedule 
which  appeared  in  the  Bill  was 
the  schedule  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Worcester.  It  J^foUowed 
precisely  the  principle  which  had  been 
adopted  in  all  other  countries,  including 
our  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  which  had 
dealt  with  this  matter  of  old-age  pensions, 
and  he  believed  it  was  the  experience  of 
those  countries  and  Colonies  that  the 
effect  was  not  prejudicial.  That  was 
a  prima  facie  justification  for  the  Govern- 
ment when  they  departed  from  the 
fixed  scale,  and  adopted  the  sliding 
scale,  although  he  had  never  concealed 
his  own  opinion  that  in  the  long  run 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  against 
the  adoption  of  any  slifling  scale ;  but 
the  overwhelming  opinion  of  the  House 
was  in  its  favour,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  very  wisely  adopted  it. 
What  were  the  alternatives  to  the 
Government's    proposal  ?     When    they 
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came  to  extiiuiiie  them,  as  they  had  been  |  the    assurance    that    the     Govenunent 
in  the  most  unprejudiced  way,  by  gentle-  '  would  watch  most  carefully  the  practicil 
men  more  competent  than  any  of  them  |  operation  of  the  scheme,  when  it  becam* 
could  be  at  a  moment's  notice,  it  was    part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  if  thev 
found   that   there   was   not   one   which  |  found   that   it   was   productive  of  the 
in  practice  could  be  found  to  hivolve    grave    practical    inconveniences    whicb 
other  than  a  substantially  larger  sum  |  some  of  his  hon.  friends  forecasted,  no 
than  the  Government  scheme.     He  made  j  one   would   be   more    ready   than  they 
an  exception  of  the  scheme  of  the  noble    to  profit  by  the  lessons  of   experience. 
Lord  the  Member  for  Maidstone,  which  i  and    ask    Parliament     to    remedy    the 
would  give  a  substantially  smaller  sum. ,  inconveniences. 
All  the  others  would  necessarily  involve  | 
a  substantially  greater  expenditure,  and  '      Question  put. 
under  those  circumstances  he  must  really  ' 

a})peal  to  the  House  to  stand  by  the  i      The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  209 ; 
Government's  proposal.     He  did  so  with  .  Noes,  117.     (Division  List  No.  17L) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Aclaiid,  Francis  J)yko 

A^^now,  (jicorgo  William 

Ainsworth,  Jolui  Stirliug 

Aldon,  Pon;y 

Alien,  A.  Acland(ChriHichurch) 

Allen,  ("harUw  P.  (Stroud) 

Aaciuith,  Rt  lln.  HorbortHenry 

Astbury,  John  Moir 

Jiiilfour,  Robert  (Liinurk) 

Raring,  Godfrey  (Isle of  Wight) 

Barnard,  E.  R. 

Barry,  Redmond  J.(Tyrono,N. 

Iteale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Rwk,  A.^Ctocil 

]^nn,8ir  J.  Williams(  I  )e  von|  I'rt 

Benn,W.  (T  w'rHamlets,S.CJeo. 

l^onnett,  E.  N. 

Berridgo,  T.  H.  1). 

Bhick,  Arthur  W. 

Jirace,  William 

J^ramsdim,  T.  A. 

Broi^klohurst,  W.  B. 

Brodie,  11.  C. 

Brooke,  Stoj)ford 

Brunncr,  .I.F.L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 

Bryce,  tl.  Annan 

Burnycat,  W.  J.  I). 

Buxton,  Rt  Hn.  SydneyC  -harles 

Rylos,  William  Pollard 

Carr-CJoiiim,  H.  W., 

('aust<)n,Rtlln.Rirhard  Knight 

{ 'awley.  Sir  Frwlorick 

(.'banning.  Sir  Francis  Allston 

Chrethani,  John  Frederick 

(  berry,  Rl.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clou^rh,  William 

( 'obi)old,  Felix  Thornhjy 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambuth) 

Corbett,( '.  H(Sutwox,E.arinBt'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Mr.  Ai     m 


Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Ck)tton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tyuomouth) 
(.-roan,  Eugeno 
Crossloy,  William  J. 
Dalziel,  Jamos  Honry 
Daviea,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davios,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dowar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,S.) 
Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancra«,N. 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Cambonio) 
Dunne,Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 
Edwards,Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskino,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslomont,  Goorgo  Biruiu 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Laooy 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Fionnos,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Flavin,  Micliaol  Joseph 
Fuller,  Jolm  Michael  F. 
Fuller  ton,  Hugh 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
G lads tone,RtHn. Herbert  John 
CJlen.Coats,Sir  T.  (Ronfrow,W. 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
(i!o<ldard.  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
(jooch,George  Poabody  (Bath) 
(Moulding,  liSward  Alfretl 
CJreenwood,  Haniar  (York) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
llaldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hall,  Frederick 

Harcourt,RtHn.  L.  (Rossendulo) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harms  worth,  Couil  B.(Worc'r) 
Harvoy,  A.  Q.  C.  (Rochdale) 
liaslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 


Hodges,  A.  P^&get 
Hommerde,  Edward  Geofge 
Honry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  CoLSir  Ivor  (Mon.^) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hogan,  Michael 
Homiman,  EmBlie  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddiaon 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
lllingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Ruf  UB  Daniel 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jone8,SirD.Brynmor(Swaiiiv) 
Koarley,  Sir  Hndaon  K. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kincaid-Smithy  Captain 
King,Al£red  John  (Knntsfori) 
Lambert,  George 
Lohmann,  B.  C. 
Lovor,A.  Levy(Essez,BBnrick) 
Levy»  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd.George,Rt.  Hon.  Ihni 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttroll,  Hud^  Fownes 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Mac  Veagh  Jeremiah  (DomjBb) 
M'Callnm.  John  BL 
M*Crae,  Sir  George! 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  RegiuU 
Manfiekl,  Hany  (Nortbaita) 
Markham,  ArUinr  Basil 
Marks,G.Oroydan(r 
MaHtormaDy  d  F.  G. 
Muchan^Fraaois  £.(LBilBiUU 
Mvnxies,  Walter 
MoltenOf  Psray , 
MontagOy  Hon.  [ 
Moigan»  G.  Hay  (Oonml) 
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Morrell,  Philip 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  £a»t) 

Nicholls,  George 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

()*Connor,  John  (Kildaro,  N.) 

(VDonnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

Paulton,  Jamo8  Mellor 

Ptearcc,  Robert  (StaffB,  Leek) 

Philipps,  Col.Ivor(S'thampton 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.  E.  ( Edinburgh,Central ) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

PriesUey,W.E.  B.(  Bradford,  E. ) 

Kadford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Rendall,  Athclstan 

Richard8,Thoma8  (W.Monm'th 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.(Lincoln) 

Robcrt8,Sir  JohnH.(Denbigh8. ) 

Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf*rd  I 


Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rowlands,  J. 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.(Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapcl) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Scott,A  H.(A8hton-under-Lyne 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,Rt.Hon.T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  ^lackcnzie 
Sores,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh. ) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,Theodore  C.(Radcliife) 
Tcnnant,Sir  Edward(Sali8bury 
Tcnnant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 


Thoma8,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan, E. 
Thompeon,  JWfl(S*mer8et,E. ) 
Thome,  G.R.(  Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Villiors,  Ernest  Amherst 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(()rkno  y ) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax ) 
Whittaker,RtHn.SirThoma8  P. 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn  (Carm'rth'n 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  J.W.(Worcestcrsh,  N. 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S .) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellers  for  the  Aybs. — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank.  ;, 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.Sir  AloxF. 

Anstruther-Gray,  Major 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Balcarros,  Lord 

Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Baring,Capt.Hn.G.  (Winchester 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barrie,  H.  T.( Londonderry,  N.) 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clivo 

Ball,  Sir  William  James  i 

Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 

Garlile,  E.  HiMred 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 

C«ve,  George  | 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

C«5il,Lord  John  P.  Joicey-  | 

Cecil,Lord  R.(Marylebone,E.) 

Cliamberlain,RtHn.JA.  (Wore. 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  i 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.(Lewisham)  j 

Coohrano,Hou.Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Cooper,  G.  J.  ' 

OourUiope,  G.  Loyd 

Craig,  Capt.  James  (Down,  K.) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry  i 

Crooks,  William 

CrosfiekU  A.  H.  | 

Dalrymple,  Viscount 

Dougla8,Rt.Hon.  A.  Akers-         I 

I>imcan,C (Barrow-in-Furness)  I 


Faber,  George  Donison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.V.(Hants,  W.) 
Forster,  Henry  William 
(iibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gill,  A.  H. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gordon,  J. 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Hardie,J  Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  Laurence(Kent,Ashf'rd 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hodge,  John 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Shoftiold) 
Hope, John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jenkins,  J. 

Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kerry,  Earl  of 

Lamb,Edmund  G. (Leominster) 
Liimb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lime-Fox,  (}.  R.  h 

L<'a,  Hugh  Cwil  (St. Pancras, E. 
Lockwood,  Rt.Iin.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lyttleton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 


j  Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macphcrson,  J.  T. 

I  Maddison,  Frederick 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

I  Moore,  William 

I  Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S..^ 
O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 
Rawlinson,John  Frederick  Peel 
Rca,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro* 
Rcnton,  Leslie 

Richards,  T.F.  (Wolvcrh*mpt'n 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,Ecclesall) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverppol) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Sheffield,Sir  BerkeleyGeorgeD. 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Smith,  F.E.(Liverpool,Walton 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. 
Snowden,  P.         \ 
Stanier,  Bcville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 


Ull 


OU'Aije 


TlioniaK yliavHl  Alfrixl  (Mc-rthyr 
'niomson,  W.Mit«:h(rl]-( Lanark) 
V;ilf:riti;i,  ViHr-ount 
VVrtlkor,  Col.  \V.J1.(Ltiiv;aiihire) 
Walroiul,  Hun.  Lionel 


{WMMOifS} 

Wardc,  Col.  V.  E.  (Kcnt,d)  Mi 
Wilkic,  Alexander 
Wil  lough  by  do  Ereuby,  Lord 
VVilHon,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
WilHon,  \V.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
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Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Si^ir.- 
Younger,  George 

TXLLKBE    FOE  THX  X^K.—Xt 

UoltandMr.LtifJo 


QucHtiuu  ])ro)>oHud, "  That  this  be  the 
8<;hedulc  of  the  Hill." 

Mk.  AKTIIUK  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Jiaruard  Cantle)  said  before  the 
Qu<wtiou  was  put  to  the  Vote  he  desired 
to  Hay  a  word  or  two  aj^aiimt  the  schedule. 
That  watf  the  only  method  he  had  left  by 
which  to  raine  the  Queutioii  that  he  had 
i^iaeed  upou  the  Notice  Paper.  lu  objecting 
to  the  Hchedde  being  added  to  the  Bill  he 
thought  they  were  acting  in  a  perfectly 
couHiHtent  way,  for  every  Member  on 
thoKc  benchcH  he  believed  voted  against 
the  deletion  of  the  58.  which  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  in  order  to  insert  a 
schedule.  But  having  decided  that  a 
H(5hedulc  was  to  go  into  the  Bill  they 
thought  a  great  injustice  would  be 
don«^  to  a  large  number  of  people  who  had 
had  hopes  raised  by  the  Government  that 
their  pension  would  be  5s.  a  week, 
whereas  now  it  was  to  be  something 
less,  according  to  the  schedule.  They 
felt  that  ovon  though  it  might  involve 
the  Government  in  the  task  of  finding 
more  money,  there  was  not  sufficient 
jusliiication  for  accepting  any  schedule 
that  pla(MMl  a  number  of  the  pensioners 
in  a  worHc  position  than  thoy  would  have 
beiMi  placed  in  had  the  Bill  in  its  original 
form  been  carried  into  law.  Therefore, 
they  on  those  benches  not  only  protested 
a;',ainst.  \ he  acceptance  of  a  schedule  that 
h;i(l  that  eilect,  but  they  were  also  prtv 
pan»d  to  carry  their  protest  into  the 
division  li»bby.     The  tjuestion  would  be 


put  to  him  as  it  had  been  pnt  to  other, 
who  had  attempted  to  amend  the  schcdik 
in  the  direction  of  increased  cost,  namely, 
what  was  the  actual  cost  it  wonid  involTe. 
He  did  not  know  that  any  of  them  who 
took  the  responsibility  of  putting  Amend- 
ments down  had  been  in  a  position  really 
to  ascertain  the  exact  amount  involved 
in  the  proposals,  but  he  had  estimated 
that  it  would  mean  an  increased  cost  of 
something  like  £2,000,000.  That  might 
seem  a  very  large  amount  to  add  to  the 
Government's  estimate  of  a  little  over 
£7,000,000  for  their  scheme  ;  but  havmg 
regard  to  the  immense  possibilities  for 
providing  money  that  the  countiy 
enjoyed,  the  increase  would  not  impose 
an  impossible  task  upon  the  Government 
And  seeing,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  West  Manchester  had  told 
the  Committee,  this  would  have  to 
be  done,  and  probably  in  a  very 
short  time,  they  felt  that  the  Govern- 
ment in  dealing  with  the  question 
should  deal  with  it  on  lines  that  would 
give  greater  satisfaction  to  a  greater 
number  of  pensioners.  They  were  veiy 
disappointed  that  the  Government  had 
accepted  a  schedule  that  would  place 
such  a  large  number  of  those  in  whom 
the  Government  had  created  hopes  in  s 
position  much  more  disadvantageous  to 
themselves  than  they  would  have 
under  the  original  Bill. 

Question  put. 
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The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  210 ;    Noes,  64.    (Division  List  No.  172.) 


AcUnd,  Francis  Dyke 

Agnew,  George  William 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  A.  Aoland  (Christohuroh) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Asquith,  Rt.Hn.Herbert  Henry 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barnard,  £.  B. 

Bnrry,  Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Benn,Sir  J.Willinm8(Devonp*rt 

Benn,W.(T  V*r  Hamlets,S.Gco. 

Bennett.  E.  N. 

Berridgo,  T.  H.  D. 

Black.  Arthpr  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brocklehurst.  W.  B. 

Brooke,  Stopford 

Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 

Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Bylep,  William  Pollard 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Caatlereagh,  Viscount 
Cauaton,Rt.Hn.RichftrdKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Channing,  Sir  Francis  AHston 

Cheetham,  John  Frederick 

rherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clough,  William 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Corbett.C  H  (Sussex.E.OrinsCd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Courthope,  G.  Ix)yd 

Craig.  Herbert  .T.  (Tynemouth) 

Craig.Captain  JamcR(Down,E.) 

Crossley,  William  .T. 
Balrymple,  Viscount  f 

Dalsiel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  £11)8  William  (Eifion) 


AYES. 

l^ewar,  Arthur  (Eninburgh,  S.) 
Dickinson,  W.H.  (St.Panora8,N 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Dunnc,BCajor  E.Martin(WalfiaIl 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Essex.  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fereas,  T.  R. 
Fiennes.  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
FuUerton,  Hugh  ^ 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gibbfl,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Gladstone.Rt  Hn.Herbert  John 
Glendinning,  R.  G. 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Gordon,  .T. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Harcourt,Rt  Hn  L.(Ros8endale 
Harcourt,  Robert  V.  (Montrose) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harrison- Broad  ley,  H.  B. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Higham.  John  Sharp 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  C'harles  E.  H. 

Holt,  Richard  Durning 

Homiman,  Emslie  .John 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Sir  D.Brynmor  (Swansea 

.Tones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Kearley,  Sip  ^qdson  E, 


Kincaid-Smith,  Captam 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Lambert,  George 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  I-.evy  (Essex, Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Doyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David] 

Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt..Col.AR. 

Long,  Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S. 

Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

MaoCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MoCallum,  John  M. 

McCrae,  Sir  George     * 

McKenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Rosil 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Mechan,  Francis  E.  (Lc^itrim.N) 

Menzics,  Walter 

Moltcno,  Percy  Alport 

Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

MorjMJth,  Viscount 

Morrell,  Philip 

Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Petrrsfie]d) 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nut  tall,  Harry 

0*Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

Paulton,  JamoH  Mellor 

Penrce,  Robert  (Staffs,  I^ek) 

Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Ey< ) 

Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S*thampton 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Remnant,  James  Faf()uhar80i| 

Repdall,  Atbf  Istaw 
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Adjournment 


Renton,  Leslie 

Ridsflalo,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Linooln) 

Roherts,Rir.TohnH.(DenbiKhs.) 

Robert^?,  P.  (RhoflReld.Eoclosall 

Robert8on,Rir  O..Scott(Bradf*rd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Rowlands,  J. 

Russell.  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herl)ert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whit<vhaper) 

Searisbriok.  T.  T.  L. 

Schwann.  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 

Scott,  A.  H.  (Ashton  under  Lyne 

Seaverns,  J.  H. 

Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw.  C'harlcR  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  li.) 

Sheflield,Sir  l^'rkeleyOeorge  D, 


{COMMONS} 

Shorwell,  Arthur  James 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon.  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Stanier,  Bevllle 
Stanley.  Hn.  A.Lyidph(OheRh.) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
T  ay  lor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor.  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Olamorgan.E.) 
Thompson,  J. W.H.(Somerset,E  | 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton  '■ 
Tomkinson,  James  I 

Toulmin.'rieorge  ''         ! 

Walrond,  Hon.  Lionel  ! 
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Walters,  John  Tudor 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

White.  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dambartonsliire 

White,  Luke  (York.  E.  R.) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Whittaker.  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Thos.  P. 

Williams,  Llewelyn(Carmarth'n 

Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York.E.R.) 

Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcesterrf^N.) 

Wilson.  P.  W.  (St.  Pftneras.a) 

Winfrey,  R. 

Wortlcy,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stiiart. 

Younger,  George 

Tellbbs  fob  the  Ayes— Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master 
of  Elibank. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Banner,  John  S.  Hnrmoo<l- 

Bames.  0.  N. 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bower  man,  C.  W. 

Bnu'C,  William 

Cleliind,  .r.  W. 

Coojx»r,  O.  J. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gwynn,  Stc])hen  Lucius 

Ha<ld<K'k,  (Jeorgo  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Hardic,J.Kcir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hod^e,  John 


Hogan,  Michael 

Ho|)e.  John  Deans  (Fife.  West) 

Hudson,  Walter 

Jenkins,  J. 

Joynson- Hicks,  William 

Liimb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

I^mb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

lica,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras.E. 

Msvcdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Mjicpherson,  J.  T. 

Moore,  William 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Xannetti,  Joseph  P. 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

(n).)wd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Richnnls,  Thomns(W.Monm'th 


Richards,  T.  F.( Wolyerh'mpt*n 

Richardson,  A. 

Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 

Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 

Snowden,  P. 

Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walker,  Col.W.H.  (Lancashire) 

Wilkic,  Alexander 

Williams,  J.  (Glamoigan) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Teixem  for  the  Noes— Mr. 
George  Roberts  and  Mr. 
Cliarles  Dunean. 


Bill  reported,  with  Amendmcnta ;  as 
amenclod,  to  bo  conaidorod  this  day 
(Tiioaday),  and  to  ho  printed.   [Rill  295.] 


NAVIGATION  WORKS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged  ; 


Hill  withdrawn. 

And,  it  being  aft^r  half-past  Eleren  of 
the  clock  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Depttty-Speakbr  adjourned  the  House 
without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  the 
Standing  Order. 


Adjourned  at 
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HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  7th  July,  1908. 


VISCOUNT  BOYNE. 

Ordered,    Tliat    the    Report    of    tlie 

Lord  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom, 

made  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  Monday 

last,    that    the    right    of   the    Viscount 

^  Boyne  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Repre- 

i  sentative    Peers    for    Ireland    has    been 

I  established  to  his  satisfaction,  be  sent 

to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland, 

i  together  with  a  certificate  stating  that 

g»  such  Report  has  been  made,  and  that 

-J  the  House  has  ordered  it  to  be  sent  to 

i  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


•g  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
i  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
^  ments    had    laid    upon    the    Table    the 

0  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
'^  no   Standing   Orders   are   applicable   to 

the  following  Bills  : — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10) ;  Marriages 
Provisional  Order. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

1  Table. 

^  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill. — 
"3  Reported,  with  Amendments. 


^^      Camborne       Water 
^  without  Amendment. 


Bill. — Reported 


i^  Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill ; 
^  Metropolitan  Commons  Provisional  Order 
^  Bill. — Reported,    without    Amendment, 

and   re-committed   to    a    Committee    of 

the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (Cornwall,  etc.)  Bill  [h.l.] 
(Swansea  Orders  No.  1  and  No.  2). — 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee. 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  said  Orders 
no  parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  24th 
June  last  and  the  1st  instant  respecting 
the  commitment  of  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
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Committee  in  regard  to  the  said  Orders 
discharged. 

Garw  and  Ogmore  Gas  Bill. — Read  3*, 
with  the  Amendments ;  further  Amend- 
ments made  ;  Bill  passed  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

Swinton  and  Mexbrough  Gas  Bill. — 
Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments ;  a 
further  Amendment  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Paisley  District  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the 
Commons,  agreed  to. 

Merthyr  Tydvil  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
— Returned  from  the  Commons,  agreed 
to,  with  Amendments. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill ;  Humber 
Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill ; 
Southwell  District  Gas  Bill ;  Louth  and 
East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer)  Bill; 
Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill. — Returned 
from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments 
agreed  to. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3»  (ac- 
cording to  order),  and  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


COLONIES :  ANNUAL. 
No.  563.     Gibraltar  (Report  for  1907). 

TRADE  REPORTS :  MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES. 

No.  668.  Japan  (Report  on  the  Hok 
Kaido). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PHARMACY  (IRELAND)  ACTS, 
1875  AND  1890. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  3rd  July,  1908, 
approving  of  a  regulation  made  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
ACT  (IRELAND),  1877. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  3rd  July,  1908, 
giving  effect  to  Rules  of  Court. 

3  D 
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SHOP  HOURS  ACT.  1904  (CITY  OF 
EXETER). 

Order  made  by  the  Council  of  the  City 
of  Exeter,  and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
fixing  the  hours  of  closing  for  certain 
classes  of  shops. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  SITES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Keported,  with  Amendments  and  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow- 


ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  (MASTERS) 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  lord  STEWARD  (Earl 
Beauchamp)  :  My  Lords,  this  is  really 
a  Departmental  Bill,  of,  I  think  I  may 
say  without  exaggeration,  an  agreed 
character.  Questions  have  arisen  from 
time  to  time  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Board  of  Education  to  insert  in  schemes 
relating  to  endowed  schools  a  provision 
for  giving  notice  to  the  headmasters  and 
assistant  masters  employed  in  the  schools 
to  which  the  schemes  relate.  The  matter 
was  much  discussed  in  the  case  of  Wright 
r.  Zetland  (Marquess  of)  [1908]  1  K.B. 
63  ;  and  this  Bill  is  really  in  consequence 
of  the  proceedings  which  took  place  on 
that  occasion. 

The  (juestion  is  not  a  very  material  one 
in  regard  to  headmasters,  but  the  Bill 
deals  more  particularly  with  assistant 
masters.  Your  Lordships  will  see  that 
by  Clause  1  the  employer  is  made  the 
governing  body.  There  was  some  ques- 
tion before  that  action  as  to  whether 
the  assistant  masters  were  not  in  the 
employment  of  the  headmaster,  who 
had  technically  engaged  them,  but  as 
headmasters  are  not  generally  men  of 
much  means,  I  think  your  Lordships 
will  see  that  it  would  be  rather  unfair 
that  the  assistant  masters  should  be  in 
their  employment  rather  than  in  that 
of  the  governing  body  of  the  school. 
The  second  subsection  provides  that — 

"  Notwithstandinjr  anything  in  Section  22 
of  the  Endowed  School.**  Act,   1800,  any  j>ro- 


vision  in  any  scheme,  whether  made  before 
or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  providing  for 
notiee  being  given  to  a  master  before  he  i? 
dismissed  from  office,  shall  have  full  effect." 

I  This  provision  will  prevent  the  Bill 
I  interfering  with  the  particular  circum- 
.  stances    of    any    special    scheme.    The 

third  subsection  provides   that,  subject 

to  any  other  special  provision,  an  as- 
I  sistant  master  shall  have  at  least  two 
I  months  notice.  That  is  agreed  upon 
I  as  being  a  reasonable  period.  Finally, 
;  subsection  (4)  allows  an  assistant 
I  master  to  be  dismissed  without  notice 
I  for  misconduct  or  other  good  and  urgent 

cause,  in  spite  of  any  thing  contained 

in  this  Bill. 

The  Bill  in  its  present  form  represents 
the  result  of  long  negotiations  which 
have  taken  place  between  the  Boaid 
of  Education  and  the  Incorporated 
Association  of  Headmasters,  and  a 
similar  Association  of  Assistant  Masteta,. 
and  it  is  understood  to  have  the  support 
of  both  these  bodies  and  of  other  penona 
interested  in  the  question.  I  think  I 
ought  to  mention  that  the  Incozporated 
Association  of  Assistant  Masters  have 
pressed  upon  the  Board  of  Education 
a  demand  for  the  introduction  of  l^[ia- 
lation  that  should  confer  on  them 
absolute  security  of  tenure,  or,  in  the 
alternative,  security  of  tenure  subject 
to  appeal  to  the  Board.  The  Board 
have  not  seen  their  way  to  agree  to  such 
a  proposal,  because  they  tlunk  that  no 
Department  of  State  could  usefully 
assume  the  position  of  arbitrator  in 
such  matters.  The  Association  of  As- 
sistant Masters  have  been  infonned  of 
this  decision.  They  have  expressed 
themselves  as  satisfied,  and  have  fore- 
gone  any  further  demands  in  this 
direction. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2»  ''—(Earl  Beauchamp.) 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
disposition  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  ' 
resist  this  Bill,  certainly  not  the  Second 
Heading  of  it.  With  regard  to  what 
has  just  been  said  by  the  noble  Earl, 
we  are  disposed  to  agree  with  him  that 
at  any  rate  in  the  first  instance,  it  would 
be  far  better  not  to  proceed  farther 
than  the  provisions  in  the  BilL    It  will- 
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be  time  enough  to  judge,  after  the  Act 
has  been  in  operation  some  little  time, 
whether  sufficient  security  has  been 
given  to  the  masters  under  its  provisions 
before  any  fresh  legislation  is  introduced 
giving  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation such  as  was  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Earl.  There  are  two  matters 
to  which  I  should  like  to  refer.  I 
presume  the  intention  of  the  first  sub- 
section of  Clause  1  is  that  if  an  assistant 
master  has  reason  to  complain  of  action 
taken  against  him  he  will  sue  the  govern- 
ing body  rather  than  the  headmaster. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :    Yes. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBURY: 
I  have  no  doubt,  speaking  quite  off-hand 
and  without  committing  oneself  too  far, 
that  that  is  a  proper  provision.  As  to 
the  second  subsection,  I  am  surprised 
that  the  Grovernment  have  not  proposed 
to  repeal  Section  22  of  the  Endowed 
Schools  Act,  1869.  That  section  abso- 
lutely prohibits  a  scheme  from  contain- 
ing any  other  provision  except  that  of 
dismissal  at  pleasure,  so  that  as  it  stands 
upon  the  Statute-book  Section  22  of 
that  Act  is  absolutely  in  the  teeth  of 
the  policy  of  this  feill.  That  being  so, 
perhaps  the  best  course  would  be  to 
repeal  the  section  before  the  Bill  is 
finished  with  in  your  Lordships'  House. 
I  submit  that  suggestion  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2**  (according 
to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 


BOARD  OF  TRADE  (PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order    of    the    day    for  the    Second 
Reading  read. 

*LoRD  HAMILTON  of  DALZELL  : 
Mv  Lords,  this  is  a  Bill  which  requires 
a  few  words  of  explanation.  Its  object 
is  to  enable  the  Board  of  Trade  to  make 
rules  as  to  procedure  for  obtaining  and 
granting  Provisional  Orders.  This  power 
of  granting  Provisional  Orders  has  been 
exercised  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a 
number  of  years.     The  Board  was  first 


given  power  to  make  Provisional  Orders 
in  regard  to  piers  and  harbours  in  the 
year  1861,  and  with  regard  to  tramways 
and  to  the  supply  of  gas  and  water  in 
1870,  and  the  latest  powers  were  given 
under  the  Supply  of  Electricity  Act  in 
1882. 

This  Bill  does  not  enlarge  the  powers 
with  regard  to  the  scope  of  these  Pro- 
visional Orders  ;  it  merely  enables  the 
Board  to  make  rules  as  to  the  procedure 
to  be  adopted.  Its  object  is  to  remove 
certain  difficulties  which  have  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  the  older  Acts  of 
Parliament  lay  down  the  exact  procedure 
which  is  to  be  adopted.  That  is  not 
the  case  in  the  newer  Act — the  Electric 
Lighting  Act — as  I  will  explain  in  a 
moment.  This  fact  has  caused  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  inconvenience.  As 
an  example  of  this  inconvenience  I  may 
quote  the  case  of  the  date  on  which  the 
draft  Provisional  Orders  have  to  be 
deposited.  That  is  fixed  at  23rd  Decem- 
ber. I  believe  that  a  similar  date  was 
originally  fixed  by  the  Standing  Orders 
in  the  case  of  Private  Bills  before 
Parliament,  but  that  date  was  found 
to  be  most  inconvenient,  and  Parliament 
altered  the  Standing  Order  accordingly. 
The  Board  of  Trade,  however,  have  no 
power  to  alter  a  thing  of  that  kind 
without  coming  to  Parliament  in  each 
instance  and  it  is  with  the  object  of 
conferring  such  a  power  that  this  Bill  is 
introduced. 

Several  other  inconveniences  arise,  and 
I  may  quote  one  in  the  fact  that  under 
the  Piers  and  Harbours  Act  a  period  of 
fourteen  days  must  elapse  after  the 
deposit  or  advertisement  of  the  Order 
before  the  confirming  Bill  can  be  intro- 
duced. In  the  case  of  gas,  water,  and 
tramways  this  period  is  only  seven 
days.  Of  course,  it  is  inconvenient 
that  these  periods  should  be  different, 
and  in  the  case  of  electric  power  and 
electric  light  Bills,  no  such  interval  is 
found  to  be  necessary  at  all.  I  will 
give  one  more  instance.  Great  expense 
is  caused  by  a  provision  in  regard  to  gas, 
water,  and  tramway  Provisional  Orders 
to  the  effect  that  the  Provisional  Order 
has  to  be  published  in  extenso  in  the 
local  newspaper,  whereas  with  regard 
to  other  Orders,  it  has  been  found 
sufficient  to  insert  a  notice  stating  that 
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of  Trad«  would  be  taldiig  power  bv  this 
Bill  v>  deal  with.  I  am  quite  sue  thar 
rh#^7  have  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
doing  an  vthing  that  is  not  absolutely  right 
and  proper,  and  I  merely  mention  it  as  an 
illustration  of  the  powers  that  may  be 
exercised  under  the  BilL  I  am  sure 
that  the  objects  of  the  measure  are  to 
hirnplify  procedure  and  save  expense,  and 
f  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  allow  a  few 
flays  to  elapse  before  taking  the  next 
stage,  in  order  that  those  who  are  in- 
te  nested  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
f'xamining  closely  the  changes  the  Bill 
jiroposes  to  effect. 


//.?../•-■ 

t\tU'rt4'*\  t\tf  tt'/i/ufjv,  of  non-Htatntory 
j/i-;  'oj/if;;ifii«fst,  for  \it-\Uinfo.^  frorri  fominj/ 
>/i  \'iir\\niti*'itl  iiw\  havinj'  th#rir  unfU'S- 
t.kkiri{/  |i>if.  II (Kin  a  {;rop<rr  l<;^al  footing. 

Ilii.    KUilnr    l^i'Mwu    Art    of    1882 
niuit'fi:  powfTM  oil  tliir  fSoanl  of  Trad'?  for 
KiuPiii}/  in\t'''.  titn\  n't/iilatioriH  with  n^trard  ' 
to  t.lif  a)f|flirafioii  for  Provisional  ()nlf;r.s, 
fo  the  |iiivini'n('i  to  he  niufh*.  in  reH|N*r't 
fif  liinii.  to  tlin  iMiliJM-afion  of  notir(>H  and  , 
luivrtliMiMiiiMil"..    lUMJ    to   t.lif    niannor   of  > 
inaLuiK    ol»]iM  tionK    and     liohJinL^    local  • 
iiii|nitii<''.       1 1    IM    )MO|Mmi'il    hy    tliiK    Hill 
tn  imIimkI  il  Minnliir  )io\vcr  to  tlio  Hoard 
III  Tiiidp  in  ii*'i|HM'l  of  till*  otlirr  niattttrH 
Willi  iPMiiid  to  wliK'li  tliry  mv  (Mnpowi*r('<l 
III  iniilip  l'rnvi!iinriiil  Ordri'M.     Those  rulcM 
will   liiivr  to   lio  laid   hcforo   l*urlianuMit 
iiiiil    will    liiivo   Mtatiitory    forro.   and.   of 
iiHimr.    lliov    inuv    Im*    uintMulod    by    a 
piiiiiiiir    |iiiiriMluro     that    is    to    say,    hy 
\iiionilinonlr»    Immii^    lai<l    hofiiro    l*arlia- 
iniMit     I  hvK  t<»n\ov«MhoSor<»nd  Hoading 
oi  tho   hill. 


I.ORD  HAMILTON  op  DALZELL: 
I  will  certainly  put  the  next  stage  of  the 
Hill  down  for  a  few  days  hence,  so  as  to 
allow  the  interval  for  which  the  noble  and 
l(*arned  Lord  has  asked.  I  think,  how- 
over,  that  he  has  exaggerated  the  possihle 
ofTccts  of  the  measure.     It  deals  with 

I  rules  of  procedure  as  to  the  lodging  of 
notices,   etc.,   and  it  has  not   the  far 

I  reaching  scope  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  seems  to  think. 


On  Question.  Bill  read  2*  (according  to 
order),  and  committed  to  a  Comminee  of 
Movod.  "That   tho  Hill   ho  now  rt*ad    the  Whole  House. 
*     ^/«»i./  //,imi/fi»M  11/  />,i/:f7/.)  


loup  \SUHOrKNK  :  My  Lortls.  1 
•M\\  uuiv  th;*t  {lit or  tho  vory  oloar  stAto- 
n\ont  \\\i\\\\^  h\  tho  nohlo  l.onl  ihort*  will 
l»o  no  doMvo  \\\  rtuv  y:\v{  of  tho  Houso  to 
\nton^\so  :4u\  olvstarlos  or  dolayw,  Tho 
onl\  \d»soi\:U\ou  that  \v\-ur:i  to  mo  in 
wto'.vtuo  ^o  tho  luattor  \s  this,  th^t  it  is 
%»V\ '.oUN  \\\M  ih:s  Hi!'  tu.-«kos  tho  In^irvi  o! 
r*..*xU*  sv,i»:v.v,o  \\*,?h  rtx.-vril  ro  tKo  iir.- 
ts*'.  •..>•'.',  •v.i'.'v.'s  ivtorrtsl  co  *,:  Vv  Act  oi 
I  kIv*  v,o?  a:  a.'  sav  :>.*:  tho 
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A  -."ov/ov,: 

;*v.:  •.:  -.s  a  v^ry 

:t\^v.  l>*r'.:A:v.ov.:. 
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DISTURBED  AREAS  IK  IRELAND. 
LoRP  KILLAXIX  :  My  Lord*.  I  rs.? 
to  ask  His  Majesty's  GoverDment  ±e 
Questions  standing  in  my  name  os.  ^ 
ra^vr— namely,  by  whose  authoticy  *!•: 
on  what  principle  are  the  diiiL-* 
s**lo\-to\l  which  ape  charged  wri.  -ai? 
oxivr.sos  of  extra  forces  of  csie  RjtI 
Ir.sh  Constabulary  in  iKocIaia»«i  v-n 
o:  IrvUr.vl :  and  vketh«r  aL-ctiaiLT» 
ot  sv.or.  exwnses  can  be  craadmir?pi 
TO  :htf  sev-w:arw*  of  coTjary  .tHmi^s- 
a:  SV.V*?.  T".:v.i?*  as  wiH  ciLa*?tf  Mianr^ 
vvv.v,.*/*  TO  oo-*ider  ibbeai  ct  -.'uaiUKtnia 
-kw.Tr,  T*r,^:r  i-n-iil  earaLase*:  uii  "« 
.a".  ATTev.Tio"  «»:aCTr  ^  *  asaumL 
.;:  ;\^T  £?.•»>  :wim.U"T  «a*:  "U  "» 
-  A  ■*  4  V  Co  ■::- TV  Co  Ts^iL  ami  ^xmm  raucss^ 
A.>   :.v.  Ti-  :o*ii.rr  ij  laact :    abi  »*• 
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men  wholly  chargeable  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  for  each  county;  (3) 
the  number  of  officers  and  men  extra 
of  the  establishment  in  each  county 
and  their  expenses  for  each  half-year 
from  the  end  of  March,  1905,  to  the 
end  of  March,  1908;  (4)  the  sums 
demanded  in  these  counties  for  the  ex- 
pense of  conveying  prisoners  in  each 
half-year  from  the  end  of  March,  1905, 
to  the  end  of  March,  1908 ;  (5)  the 
amount  of  compensation  for  malicious 
injuries  granted  in  these  counties  in 
each  half-year  from  March,  1905,  to 
March,  1908. 

In  asking  for  this  information  and 
for  this  Return,  I  should  like  to  make 
a  few  remarks,  with  the  object  of,  if 
possible,  drawing  public  attention,  and 
especially  public  attention  in  Ireland, 
to  what  is  occurring  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  The  most  important  part 
of  my  Questions  refers  to  the  subject 
of  the  large  extra  expenditure  being 
incurred  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland 
at  the  present  moment,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  that,  the  heavy  taxation 
which  is  being  imposed.  This  extra 
expenditure  is  being  incurred  on  account 
of  the  large  bodies  of  additional  police 
that  are  being  drafted  to  certain  districts. 
The  extra  taxation  comes  about  also 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
malicious  injury  and  in  the  bill  for  the 
conveyance  of  prisoners.  This  large 
expenditure,  and  consequent  heavy  taxa- 
tion, is,  to  my  mind,  a  very  serious 
matter,  and  it  is  about  to  become  even 
more  so  in  the  future.  It  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland, 
unfortunately,  the  districts  are  in  a 
disturbed  condition,  and  it  is  due,  in 
a  still  larger  degree,  to  the  cumbrous, 
circuitous,  expensive,  unjust,  and 
wholly  ineffectual  mode  of  dealing  with 
these  disturbances  which  has  been 
adopted  by  His  Majesty's  Government. 

I  say  that  the  mode  of  dealing  with 
this  state  of  affairs  adopted  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  is  cumbrous  and 
circuitous.  What  is  the  position  ? 
Cattle-driving  and  other  forms  of  agra- 
rian outrage  are  very  prevalent  ir  certaii 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  instead  of  dealing 
directly,    determinedly,  and  firmly  with 


the  matter,  the  Government,  in  spite  of 
their  oft-repeated  declaration  that  they 
would  carry  on  the  government  of  Ire- 
land by  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land, 
have  reconciled  that  decision,  by  some 
interpretation  that  I  cannot  follow,  with 
having  recourse  to  the  despotic  and 
arbitrary  clauses  of  an  old  Act  of  the 
reign  of  William  IV.  By  Section  13 
of  that  Act  the  Lord-Lieutenant  can, 
by  proclamation,  declare  that  any 
county,  county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a 
town  in  Ireland,  or  any  barony  or  half- 
barony,  or  any  district  of  less  extent 
than  a  barony  or  half-barony  are  in  a 
state  of  disturbance  and  require  an 
additional  establishment  of  police  ;  and 
by  other  provisions  of  that  Act  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  can  draft  police  into 
those  districts,  and  can  direct  that  half 
the  expense  thereof  is  to  be  borne  by 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  theJ^United 
Kingdom  and  half  by  local  taxation. 
Under  Section  13  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
has,  of  his  own  sweet  will,  proclaimed 
certain  areas  in  Ireland  ;  he  has  drafted 
immense  numbers  of  police  into  those 
districts,  and  great  extra  expense  has 
been  incurred  ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  Government  have  declared 
that  they  would  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  by  the  ordinary  law. 
Does  the  noble  Lord,  who  will  answer 
me,  consider  that  having  recourse  to  the 
Act  of  William  IV.  is  carrying  on  the 
government  by  the  ordinary  law  of  the 
land  ?  Or  is  it  not  a  farce  and  fiction 
to  say  that  the  government  of  Ireland  is 
being  carried  on  at  the  present  moment 
under  the  ordinary  law  ? 

Assuming  that  this  is  govemirg  Ire- 
land according  to  the  ordinary  law,  the 
next  question  that  arises  is :  Is  this  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  matter  proving 
effectual  ?  Are  the  extra  police  that 
are  being  poured  into  these  districts 
doing  much,  or  any,  good  ?  I  regret  to 
have  to  say  that,  in  spite  of  this, 
outrages  are  continuing  to  take  place, 
and  are  actually  increasing.  Outrages 
take  place  in  close  proximity  to  crowded 
police  barracks,  and  it  is  usual  to  read 
at  the  end  of  reports  of  such  occurrences 
that  no  arrest  has  been  made.  If  arrests 
are  made  no  conviction  follows ;  and 
the  evil  doers  in  these  parts  of  the 
country   have   come   to   the   conclusion 
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that,  notwithstanding  the  increased  num- 
ber of  police,  they  can  safely  anticipate 
that  they  will  not  be  detected  and 
arrested,  and  that,  if  they  are  arrested, 
they  will  not  be  punished.  So  much  for 
whether  this  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
matter  is  proving  efiectual. 

The   noble   Lord   who   represents  the 
Irish  Office  may  say  that  although  the 
method  pursued  by  the  Government  is 
not  "^directly    effectual,    it    will    prove 
indirectly    effectual    through    the    local  • 
taxation   which  these  expenses  will   in-  i 
volve,  and  that  the  increased    taxation 
will  deter  people  from  continuing  in  these 
evil  courses,  or  will,  at  any  rate,  punish 
them.     So  far  as  it  merely  punishes  them  , 
and    is    merely    revengeful,    I    take    no  i 
interest  in  the  matter.     I  only  take  an  i 
interest  in  pmiishment  if  it  deters  people  \ 
from  following  evil  courses.     Further,  I 
may  say  that  personally,  and  especially 
in  reference  to  Ireland,  I  am  no  admirer  of  , 
this  way  of  pmiishiiig  districts  by  taxa- 
tion.     Ireland     is     already    over-taxed. 
These  poor  districts  can  badly  afford  any 
additional   taxation,    and   I   think   it  is 
deplorable,  if  there  are  any  extra  means 
that  ca]i  be  raised  on  the  rates,  or  if  there  ' 
is  any  financial  assistance  to  be  given  to 
these   districts  out  of  the   Consolidated 
Fund,  that  the  money  should  be  spent  in 
this  wasteful  and  useless  fashioii  and  not 
retained  for  other    beneficent  objects  to  ' 
which  it  might  be  applied. 

Again,  I  think  that  this  form  of  punish- 
ment by  taxation  acts  very  unfairly.  It , 
punishes  the  many  innocent  people  in 
those  districts  just  as  much  as  the  few 
guilty  ones,  and  the  latter  do  not  feel 
that  they  are  suffering  any  extra  punish- 
UKMit  over  the  innocent.  The  only , 
<*hanc('  that  that  form  of  dealing  with  the 
dilliculty  would  have  of  proving  effectual 
would  1)0  if  the  taxation  were  confuied 
to  the  districts  in  which  the  outrages  had 
occurred,  and  into  which  the  add'tional 
police  had  been  drafted.  But  that  is  not 
so.  I  have  not  the  statistics  of  nil  the 
counties  in  Ireland,  but  I  have  those  of 
County  (fill way,  and  I  can  show  that  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  Government  not  to 
confine  this  taxation  to  the  districts 
affected  but  to  s])read  it  over  large  areas 
that  have  no  connection  whatever  with 
the  outrages  and  are  wholly  blameless  in 

Lard  K Ulan  in. 


the  matter.  In  County  Galway — I  am  a 
member  of  the  county  council,  and  there- 
fore familiar  with  all  these  matters— in 
the  last  three  years,  for  example,  over 
£13,000  has  been  called  for  in  respect  of 
extra  police.  It  has  been  graduallv 
growing.  For  the  half-year  ended  Slst 
March  last  year  the  total  extra  expense 
was  £889 ;  for  the  half-year  ended  30th 
September  last  the  total  extra  expense 
had  risen  to  £2,349.  So  much  for  whether 
the  method  pursued  by  the  Government 
is  effectual.  The  more  police  that  are 
put  into  a  district  the  more  crime ;  and 
I  find  that  in  the  half-year  ended  31st 
March  last  the  extra  expense  for  police 
was  £6,000.  I  am  told  that  for  the  next 
half-year,  half  of  which  has  already 
passed,  it  will  be  something  like  £8,000; 
so  that  £14,000  will  have  been  spent  in 
one  year  for  extra  police. 

With  reference  to  the  area  of  levy, 
when  these  demands  were  first  sent  to 
the  county  council  they  were  allotted  to 
certain  district  councils  and  even  to  cer- 
tain town  land  where  the  expenses  had 
been  incurred.  So  far  so  good.  Taxa- 
tion so  imx>osed  might  have  had  a  puni- 
tive value.  But  recently  the  authorities 
in  Dublin  have  ordered  that  the  area 
of  taxation  shall  be  largely  the  county, 
and  we  were  directed  to  levy  the  mort 
recent  demand — one  for  £3,000 — over 
the  coimty  at  large,  thereby  wholly  de- 
priving this  taxation  of  its  punitive  value. 
I  wish  to  point  out  how  very  unjust  that 
is.  Galway  is  a  very  large  count j,  and 
on  the  side  where  I  live  there  are  none  of 
these  disturbances ;  the  people  are  all  small 
peasant  farmers,  who  are  wholly  blame- 
less in  reference  to  these  disturbances 
No  extra  police  are  required  in  these  dis- 
tricts, and  not  alone  have  we  got  no 
extra  police  but  we  are  actually  denuded 
of  our  own  share  in  order  that  they  may 
be  drafted  to  other  districts.  I  maintain 
that  this  is  monstrously  unjust  and  even 
tragic  when  you  think  of  the  various  paiti 
of  Ireland  which  are  composed  of  con- 
gested districts,  and  that  at  this  veiT 
moment,  in  the  county  of  Gktlway,  which 
has  put  into  operation  a  section  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  we  are  taxing 
ourselves  for  this  purpose,  although  a 
certain  part  of  the  community  are  actually 
dying  of  starvation.  I  mean  to  say  it  ii 
perfectly    monstrous    to    include   these 
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districts  where  these  outrages  do  not 
take  place  in  the  taxation,  apart  from  the 
iact  that  it  wholly  deprives  this  Act 
of  its  punitive  force. 

There  is  only  one  other  point  I  wish  to 
mention — a  small  point  but  not  without 
importance — with  reference  to  the  pro- 
<5cdure  of  the  county  council.  In  former 
'da3rs,  if  any  charges  were  incurred  under 
this  Act,  the  account  was  sent  twice 
a  year,  because  the  Grand  Jury  met  twice 
«  year,  and  struck  a  rate  twice  a  year, 
•whereas  now,  although  the  county  councils 
still  meet  half-yearly,  they  only  strike  a 
Tate  once  a  year,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
meet  these  demands  anyhow  if  they  are 
sent  after  the  Estimates  are  considered 
and  the  rates  struck,  when  we  have  no 
floating  balance  out  of  which  to  meet  this 
large  item  of  £3,000  or  £4,000.  I  would 
therefore  ask  the  Government  to  say  that 
they  will  send  these  demands  early  in  the 
year — generally  about  February,  when 
we  strike  the  rate — so  that  the  matter 
■can  be  considered,  and  above  all  I  ask 
them  to  see  that  the  area  of  applotment 
is  justly  and  properly  chosen. 

Lord  DENMAN  :  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Killanin)  speaks,  of  course,  with 
very  considerable  authority  on  this 
particular  question.  Being  himself  a 
member  of  the  Gal  way  County  Council 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  a  very 
intimate  knowledge  of  these  matters, 
and,  naturally,  any  views  which  he  puts 
forward  will  receive  the  careful  attention 
of  the  Government.  I  am  certainly 
not  surprised  that  he  views  with  some 
alarm  the  considerable  charge  of  some 
£3,000  that  is  put  upon  the  county 
council  of  Galway  for  the  extra  police 
which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
draft  into  the  district,  and  though  I 
have  not  the  advantage  of  his  local 
knowledge  I  shall  certainly  not  be 
prepared  to  deny  that  this  is  rather  a 
rough  and  ready  method  of  enforcing 
justice.  At  the  same  time,  my  Lords, 
it  is  also  impossible  to  deny  that  this  is 
part  of  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land 
which  is  on  the  Statute-book.  Irish 
•counties  have  been  proclaimed  by  both 
Parties  in  the  State  several  times  in 
recent  years,  and  therefore  if  he  asked 
me  across  the  floor  of  the  House,  I 
should  say,  of  course,  that  this  is  part 


of  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land.  The 
noble  Lord  complains  of  the  despotic 
powers  which  are  given  under  this 
Act.  I  can  only  repeat  that  this 
Act  has  been  enforced  very  many 
times  by  both  Parties  in  the  State  in 
recent  years,  and  certainly  His  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  contemplate  any 
alteration  in  the  law  at  the  present 
time.  The  noble  Lord  asks  in  his 
Question  by  whose  authority  these 
districts  are  selected,  but  I  gathered 
from  his  speech  that  that  was  rather  a 
rhetorical  form  of  question,  because  I 
think  he  himself  supplied  the  answer — 
that  it  was  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Statute  of  William  IV. 

Lord  KILLANIN  :    Upon  what  prin- 
ciple, I  also  asked. 

Lord  DENMAN  :    I  will  come  to  that 
directly.     And    also    under    Statutes  ^  9 
and  10  Vict.,  c.  97,  Section  5,  and  11 
and  12  Vict.,  c.  72,  Section  6,  one  moiety 
of  the  cost  of  such  additional  police  is 
chargeable    to  the    county  at  large  to 
which    the   police    are    appointed.      As 
noble     Lords    from     Ireland    are    well 
aware,    last  year   it    was   found  neces- 
sary to  proclaim  six  of  these  counties, 
and    this    year — last    month,    I    think 
i  — the    counties    of    Sligo     and    West- 
;  meath   were   also    proclaimed,    and     in 
,  each  of  these  cases  the  entire   county, 
as  has  generally,    I   believe,    been  the 
I  practice,  was  declared  by  the  proclama- 
I  tion  to   be   in   a   state   of   disturbance. 
I  The     noble      Lord     appeared     to     be 
1  under    the    impression    that    we    could 
I  declare  a  smaller  portion  of  the  county 
in  a  state  of  disturbance,  and  that  is  so, 
I  but  you  must  rate  the  whole  county  for 
I  the  extra  charge  of  police,  even  though 
you  only  declare  a  small  area  or  a  small 
portion  of  that  county  to  be  in  a  state 
of  disturbance.     The  opinion  of  the  law 

officers  of  the  Crown 

I 

Lord  KILLANIN :    In  many  of  the 

demands  sent  to  us  they,  as  a  matter 

of  fact,  only  directed  us  to  levy  the  rate 

'  for  certain  portions  of  the  county.     If 

it  is  as  the  noble  Lord  now  says,  the 

I  procedure  has  only  been  quite   recently 

changed,   and    things    must   have   beei 

I  done    very    irregularly   during    the  last 

j  three  years. 
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Lord  DENMAN  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  explain  that  fact ;  I  can  only 
state  that  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  has  recently  been  taken 
on  this  point,  and  they  are  quite  clear 
that  the  law  is  as  I  have  just  told  the 
House.  Then  the  noble  Lord  has  raised 
the  particular  question  of  the  county 
of  Galway,  Last  year  both  the  East 
Riding  and  the  West  Riding  of  the 
County  of  Galway  were  in  a  state  of 
disturbance. 


Lord   KILLANIN  ; 
Riding. 


Not  the   West 


Lord  DENMAN :  It  is  true  parts  of 
the  West  Riding,  as  I  am  informed,  were 
certainly  in  a  very  much  better  condition 
than  other  parts  of  the  county,  and  were 
possibly  not  in  a  state  of  disturbance 
at  all.  I  will  not  argue  that  question, 
but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  as  long  ago 
as  August  of  last  year  monthly  returns 
were  sent  to  the  county  council  in  order  to 
give  them  some  idea  of  the  expenditure 
they  would  have  to  meet.  The  county 
council  estimates  for  the  rest  of  the 
ensuing  year  are  prepared  compulsorily 
for  that  period,  and  the  county  council 
had  full  means,  before  striking  their 
rates,  of  estimating  the  amount  of  the 
charge  for  which  they  would  be  liable 
for  the  half-year  ending  30th  September, 
1908.  I  am  informed  that  the  monthly 
rejwrts  were  sent  to  the  county  council. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  secretaries  of 
county  councils  are  in  possession  by 
31st  January  of  each  year  of  accounts 
for  extra  police  covering  a  full  year  up 
to  the  end  of  the  previous  September. 
And  then  I  have  to  meet  the  point  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  raised — it  has  happened 
and  I  take  it  it  will  happen,  that  extra 
police  may  be  drafted  into  a  county 
after  the  rate  has  been  struck,  and  it 
may  so  happen  that  the  county  comicil 
have  not  the  current  funds  to  meet 
that  charge  immediately.  In  that 
case  the  Government  will  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  any  reasonable  demand 
for  time  for  the  county  to  pay 
the  rate  in  question.  The  Government 
have  no  information — at  any  rate,  no 
detailed  information — with  regard  to 
the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  county 
council  of  Galway  and  their  ability  or 
other^v'ise  to  meet  this  charge,  but  as  I 


have  endeavouied  to  show,  the  ootmeil 
had  pretty  good  reason  to  anticipate 
the  charge  when  their  rates  for  the  year 
were  struck.  But  if  the  county  council 
can  advance  any  sufficient  reason  whr 
there  should  be  some  delay  in  enforcing 
the  charge,  the  Government  will  give 
the  case  careful  consideration  before 
deducting  the  amount  of  £3,000  odd, 
I  think  it  is,  which,  as  the  noble  Lord 
is  aware,  they  are  empowered  to  do  bj 
Act  of  Parliament  from  the  Local  Taxa- 
tion Grant. 

Then  |the  noble  Lord  asks  for  a 
Return  of  police  in  the  case  of  eack 
proclaimed  county.  This  Return  was 
asked  for,  I  think,  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  I  had  hoped  that  I  should  have 
been  enabled  to  give  it  to  the  noble 
Lord  to-day,  but  I  trust  that  he  will 
be  content  if  I  promise  him  that  tke 
Return  for  which  he  asks  will  be  given  to 
him  at  a  very  early  date — ^I  hope  some 
dav  this  week. 

*LoRD  ASHBOURNE  :  My  Lords,  I 
suppose  the  answer  that  has  just  beea 
given  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Denman) 
is  in  accordance  with  the  official  infer* 
mation  in  the  Irish  Office,  and  that  lie 
could  not  add  to  it  without  inconvenience. 
But  all  these  discussions  and  questiona 
that  come  up  in  reference  to  Ireland  raise 
very  painful  thoughts  in  the  mind  of 
anyone  who  is  in  the  slightest  degree 
interested  in  that  country.  One  haa 
only  to  think  of  the  Questions  that  have 
been  asked  so  quietly  in  this  Houae, 
and  just  replied  to,  to  enable  one,  with 
very  slight  effort,  to  realise  the  verr 
grave  state  of  things  existing  in  Ireland 
at  the  present  moment.  It  is  extremely 
serious,  and  to  anyone — ^it  does  not  re- 
quire that  he  should  be  an  Irishman— to 
anyone  interested  in  the  welfare  of  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  it  is 
most  distressing  knowledge.  One  haa 
only  to  open  The  TimeSy  or  any  othar 
of  the  papers  of  the  day,  and  read  tha 
charges  of  the  Judges  who  are  now 
going  upon  circuit,  in  order  to  see  the 
painful  and  the  singularly  di8tzeiain£ 
state  of  several  of  the  conntiesoflielaDa 
— the  lawlessness  that  is  too  ramptnt 
in  many  places,  the  outrages  that  ue 
but  too  often  unchecked,  too  oAea 
unpunished,    and   the    perpeteaton  ^ 
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which  have  not  been  found,  imprisoned, 
or  checked.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that 
this  is  not  a  thing  of  yesterday  or  to- 
day ;  it  has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time. 
There  was  a  lull  some  months  ago,  but 
that  lull  has  ceased,  and  again  I  have 
to  remind  your  Lordships  you  have 
only  to  read  each  day  in  the  paper  the 
charges  of  the  Judges  who  are  now 
going  on  circuit  to  see  what  is  the  state 
of  the  facts.  It  was  pointed  out  to 
the  present  Government — they  did  not 
need  it  to  be  pointed  out,  for  they  knew 
it — that  there  was  a  statute,  not  of  Edward 
III.  or  William  IV.,  but  a  statute  of 
twenty-one  years  ago  which  they  always 
call  the  Coercion  Act,  but  which  is 
really  called  "  An  Act  for  the  Prevention 
of  Crime  in  Ireland."  It  is  there  to 
their  hand.  Clause  after  clause  of  that 
Act  finds  its  counterpart  in  the  laws  of 
Scotland.  But  the  Government  will  not 
apply  it,  although  their  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  it  over  and  over  again.  The 
noble  Earl  opposite  who  is  now  the 
Leader  of  the  House  (the  Earl  of  Crewe) 
indicated  last  year  that  he  was  conscious 
of  it,  but  that  he  did  not  think  the 
time  had  come  to  put  it  in  force.  Well, 
I  do  not  know  who  does  their  thinking 
for  them,  but  at  all  events  there  is  the 
Act,  and  they  will  not  apply  the  Act. 
They  have  the  means  of  applying  the 
remedy,  and  they  will  not  apply  it. 
The  Chief  Secretary  hammered  the 
box  in  the  other  House  as  if  he  was 
invoking  the  Twelve  Apostles  to  witness 
his  rectitude,  and  said  :  "  I  will  not 
do  it  " — and  he  looked  round  for  applause 
and  got  it.  One  would  have  thought 
he  was  asking  some  great  Heavenly 
Power  to  witness  that  he  was  not  going 
to  break  the  Ten  Commandments.  Really 
he  was  asking  for  witness  that  he  would 
not  apply  the  laws  which  were  ready 
to  his  hand  for  the  obtaining  of  peace 
and  quiet  in  Ireland. 

What  is  the  state  of  things  in  regard 
to  the  Question  of  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Killanin  ?  The  Government  will  not 
apply  an  obvious  remedy,  but  they 
search  about  for  statutes  in  the  Statute- 
book  (one  of  them  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.)  which  in  many  of  their 
provisions  are  more  arbitrary  than  the 
Act  of  1887,  and  they  have  applied  the 
provisions  of  the  other  Act  referred  to 


by  my  noble  friend,  declaring  certain 
counties  in  Ireland  disturbed,  and  have 
added  the  extra  police.  What  does 
that  mean  ?  That  they  will  not  apply 
the  statute  framed  for  the  very  purpose^ 
of  preserving  law  and  order  in  Ireland, 
but  that  they  have  to  go  back  centuries 
to  find  an  Act  to  help  them  to  do  thfr 
same  thing.  Then  they  fall  back  on 
another  statute,  and  they  declare  that 
there  are  seven  or  eight  counties  in 
Ireland  in  a  disturbed  state.  That  is 
serious  enough,  and  it  leads  to  great 
expense,  because  the  declaration  of  its 
being  in  a  disturbed  state,  as  I  gather,, 
is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  justify  the^ 
Government  in  adding  to  the  police  in 
the  district,  and  they  have  had  to  increase- 
the  police  by  a  very  considerable  extent, 
at  a  cost  of  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  pounds. 

Then  my  noble  friend  mentioned  the 
element  of  malicious  injuries — a  very 
grave  and  serious  element  which  exists 
in  Ireland,  and  if  it  did  not  exist  in  Ire- 
land, it  would  be  more  serious  still — 
that  in  reference  to  these  unfortunate 
people  who  have  been  subjected  to  the 
outrage  of  cattle-driving  and  other  out- 
rages, some  much  more  grave,  there  is  a 
provision  which  enables  them  to  apply 
to  get  claims  for  malicious  injuries  from 
the  Comity  Court  Judges.  That  enables 
them  to  be  partially  recouped  the  money 
loss  which  they  have  sustained,  but  it 
unfortunately  entails  upon  the  County 
Court  Judge  the  disagreeable  task  that 
has  arrested  the  attention  of  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Killanin,  of  applotting  upon 
districts  the  money  for  the  payment 
of  these  malicious  injuries.  That  is 
a  very  serious  and  grave  state  of 
things.  I  am  aware  that  often  the 
applotment  of  the  payment  of  that 
money  must  fall  upon  innocent  people, 
and  that  those  who  have  committed  the 
injuries  and  the  outrages  have  to  pay 
nothing.  Very  likely  their  fathers  and 
uncles  have  to  pay,  but  the  particular  per- 
petrators of  the  outrages  I  venture  to 
say  too  often  escape.  My  noble  friend 
has  drawn  attention  to  that  which  is  a 
serious  matter — the  applotment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  police — but  as  I  gather 
from  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Denman,  who 
has  spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, they  are  followiag  the  statutory^ 
requirements  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament- 
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I  assume  that  to  be  so  from  what  he 
says,  though  Loid  KiUanm  indicates  that 
until  recently  the  applotment  was  some- 
what of  a  different  character  from  what 
lias  been  lately  applied. 

My  Lords,  in  all  these  discussions  it 
is  right  to  note  the  living  present  in 
which  we  live.  It  is  painful  to  reflect 
that  at  this  time  of  day,  after  so  many 
discussions  have  taken  place  and  so 
many  questions  have  been  asked  in  the 
House  of  Commons — which  were  resented 
very  much  at  one  time,  but  are  not  so 
much  referred  to  now  in  terms  of  censure 
— that  at  this  time  of  day,  with  all  the 
resources  which  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Irish  Government  and  the  Chief  Secretary, 
matters  should  be  in  such  a  state  as  that. 
There  are  many  counties  in  Ireland 
declared  to  be  in  a  disturbed  state, 
and  the  police  force  has  to  be  largely 
increased,  thousands  of  pounds  have 
to  be  paid  for  malicious  injuries,  and 
all  the  time  the  law  is  so  administered 
that  crime  is  rampant  in  many  places, 
that  outrages  may  be  read  of  constantly 
in  the  papers,  to  be  followed  by  the 
statement  mentioned  by  my  noble  friend, 
thai;  no  arrests  have  been  made.  My 
Lords,  it  is  a  very  painful  and  serious 
stale  of  facts ;  it  would  be  impossible  to 
allow  any  question  to  be  asked  in  refer- 
ence to  Ireland  without  drawing  attention 
to  some  of  the  circimistances  of  the  case, 
and  that  is  why  I  have  ventured  to 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  these  few 
words. 

♦The  Earl  of  MAYO :  My  Lords,  I 
quite  as^ee  with  ever\i^^hing  that  the 
noble  and  leanied  Lord  (Lord  Ash- 
bourne) has  said.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  those  who  live  in  Ireland, 
like  myself,  have  to  put  up  at  present 
^^^th  this  state  of  affairs,  because  we 
have  been  told — and  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  on  the  AVoolsack  —  that 
coercion — that  is  to  say,  the  Coercion 
Act — will  not  be  put  in  force.  Given 
that  state  of  affairs,  I  must  deal  with 
the  question  that  Lord  Killanin  has 
put.  The  point  that  he  made  was 
that,  instead  of  the  districts  being 
charged  for  the  police  that  were  put 
in  the  coimty.  the  county  at  large 
is  charged.  Now,  my  Lords,  if  the 
<listrict  is  applotted  by  the  Judce  for  the 

Lord  Ashbourne. 


charges  incurred  by  reason  of  malicious 
injuries,  the  people  around  there  who, 
it  is  no  secret  to  us,  although  the  polire 
do  not  know  it,  are  well  aware  of  what 
has  taken  place,  if  the  people  are  charged 
they  must  pay,  but  in  the  case  of  police 
being  put  on  the  county  at  large, 
the  districts  where  the  cattle-driving 
takes  place  are  not  necessarily  affected 
at  all.  As  Lord  Elillanin  very  properly 
pointed  out,  the  County  Galway  is 
divided  by  a  large  lake,  and  on  one  side 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  this  bad  busmess 
going  on,  while  on  the  other  side  there  is 
none,  and  why  on  earth,  if  you  want  to 
keep  law  and  order  in  the  country  should 
not  the  common-sense  principle  be  adopted 
which  is  adopted  by  the  Judges  in  the 
case  of  malicious  injuries — ^that  the  dis- 
tricts where  the  police  find  there  is  cattle- 
driving  should  have  to  pay  for  the  expense 
of  those  police  ? 

The  noble  Lord,  Lord  Denman,  said 
that  the  Government  would  give  care- 
ful consideration  to  some  minor  points 
about  the  expenses  of  the  county  conncil 
— as  to  how  they  were  to  be  sent  in. 
I  forget  exactly  what  it  was,  but  it  was 
some  quite  minor  point.  I  wish  they 
would  give  careful  consideration  to  the 
great  point,  because  Lord  Killanin  veiy 
carefully  stated  that  the  authorities 
in  Dublin  now  insist  upon  taxation 
being  put  on  the  whole  coimty,  although 
formerly  the  taxation  was  put  upon  IJie 
districts.  I  ask  your  Lordships,  is  any 
good  likely  to  come  of  this  fonn  of  dealing 
with  this  outrage — I  will  not  use  thi 
word  outrage,  but  call  it  cattle-driving. 
Is  there  any  good  likely  to  come  of 
this  form  of  dealing  with  cattle-driving 
if  the  district  is  not  to  be  charged  for 
it  ?  We  are  not  to  have  coercion— 
we  are  under  a  Government  which  will  not 
have  coercion,  and  I  suppose  we  hsxr 
got  to  sit  under  it  and  exist  under  i1 . 
but  as  for  the  whole  county  being  chai]ejei3 
for  it  when  youhave  that  coimty  divided  by 
a  large  inland  sea,  this  seems  to 
me  perfectly  ridiculous,  and  not 
common  sense.  Lord  Killanin  poijitM 
out  that  in  many  cases,  and  in  very  poof 
districts,  there  were  qidte  innocent  peopfe 
wholly  unable  to  bear  these  ehafgt^ 
I  only  put  to  the  Government  thf 
I  common  sense  point  of  vi  e  w ,  Why  A^iM 
I  they  not  do  what  has  buen  done  below  I 
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Now  as  to  the  rate.  Lord  Eillanin 
said  it  was  formerly  the  custom  to 
strike  the  rate  twice  a  year  in  counties, 
but  now  it  is  the  custom  to  strike  the  rate 
once  a  year  only,  and  in  consequence  of 
that  the  county  coimcil  are  put  to 
great  difficulties  because,  as  the  noble 
Lord  said,  the  police  might  be  sent 
-down  at  any  moment  after  the  rate 
18  struck  without  any  notice  whatever. 
That  th«(  Irish  Government  have  a 
perfect  right  to  do.  But  after  all,  let 
us  go  on  the  principle  of  live  and  let  live, 
and  instead  of  the  sort  of  answer 
that  the  Irish  Office  give — that  they 
will  give  careful  consideration  to  a 
minor  point  with  regard  to  a  small 
business  of  a  parochial  character — 
I  wish  they  would  give  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  point  I  have  made  with  regard 
to  the  districts  and  the  counties  at 
large.  The  noble  Lord  said  he  could  not 
give  very  much  information  ujwn  that 
point.  I  shall  have  the  pleasure,  with 
your  Lordships'  leave,  of  raising  the 
question  again,  or  some  noble  friends  of 
mine  will  do  so,  because,  as  I  said  before, 
we  have  got  to  live  under  this  regime, 
and  we  want  to  live  under  it  as  quietly 
as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 


Lord  KILLANIN  :  Might  I,  with  your 
Lordship's  permission,  make  a  few  re- 
marks which  may  somewhat  elucidate 
matters  ?  I  understand  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Den  man)  to  say  that  although  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  can  proclaim  portions 
of  counties,  he  cannot  allot  the  taxation 
to  portions  of  counties.  Does  he  say  that 
that  is  the  legal  position  in  the  matter,  and 
that, therefore,  the  authorities  are  bound 
to  put  it  upon  the  county  at  large  ?  If 
so,  that  does  not  fit  in  with  the  facts.  I 
have  the  Returns  here  for  the  last  three 
years.  For  the  half-year  ending  30th 
September,  1905,  I  have  the  number 
of  districts  in  the  County  of  Galway  all 
enumerated,  leaving  out  certain  districts  ; 
for  the  half-year  ending  31st  March, 
1906,  it  was  the  same  ;  for  the  half-year 
ending  30th  September,  1906,  it  was  also 
off  districts  and  even  off  townlands,  there 
were  certain  small  townlands  mentioned, 
and  for  the  first  time  a  small  portion  of 
the  taxation  was  put  upon  the  county  at  | 
large.     The  next  half-year,  to  31st  March,  1 


1907,  asam  it  was  put  on  townlands,  and 
a  portion  off  the  covntf  «t  laige.  Yet 
the  noble  Lord  says  they  can  be  put  upcm 
the  coimty  at  large.  And  for  the  half- 
year  to  the  30th  ^ptember,  1907,  again 
it  was  on  various  townlands,  various 
districts,  and  a  certain  portion  off  the 
county  at  large.  But  for  the  half-year 
ending  31st  March  of  this  present  year 
the  total  is  put  on  the  county  at  large 
for  the  first  time.  Therefore,  for  two  and  a 
half  years  they  have  been  putting  it  on 
townlands  and  districts  of  which  I  highly 
approve,  and  what  I  object  to  is  that 
they  have  not  gone  on  doing  that.  I 
cannot  see  how  the  legal  view  he  gives 
fits  in  with  the  facts,  which  facts  have 
occurred  under  the  administration  of  the 
present  Law  0  fficers.  Have  they  suddenly 
grown  wise,  or  what  ?  With  reference 
to  the  legal  matter,  might  I  refer  the  noble 
Lord  to  Section  8  of  2  and  3  Vict.,  c.  35, 
and  9  and  10  Vict.  c.  97,  because 
I  think  under  those  two  sections 
the  Law  Officers  have  been  acting,  and 
under  those  it  is  perfectly  within  their 
power  to  applot  the  charge  to  the 
particular  districts. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  : 
We  have  not  the  advantage  in  this 
House  of  having  any  lawyer  from 
Ireland  officially  assisting  us,  although 
I  see  two  noble  and  learned  Lords 
opposite  who  must  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  law.  What 
my  noble  friend  behind  me  (Lord 
Denman)  understood  to  be  the  case  was 
that  the  Act  of  William  IV.— I  think  the 
Act  of  1836— is  the  Act  by  which  the  extra 
poUce  are  allocated  to  the  different  coun- 
ties, but  by  the  subsequent  Act — I  think  of 
1847  or  1848— the  charge  is  obliged  to  be 
placed  on  the  county  as  a  whole,  and  not 
on  the  district.  If  that  is  so,  how  the  facts 
occur  to  which  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Killanin)  has  drawn  attention  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  understand,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  best  if  the  noble  Lord 
would  put  that  Question  down  for  another 
day,  when  my  noble  friend  behind  me 
will  be  supplied  with  the  legal  information. 

House  adjourned  at  half-past 
Rve  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three 
of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS. 


Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  \vith  Amendments. 

Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second 
time  ;  and  ordered  to  be  considered  upon 
Thursday. 

Provisional  Order  Bills. — Ordered,  that 
so  much  of  Standing  Order  73  as  provides 
that  noti(?e  of  the  day  on  which  a  Bill  for 
confirming  any  Provisional  Order  will  be 
examined  shall  not  be  given  until  after 
the  Bill  has  been  printed  and  circulated, 
be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. — (The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means.) 

Bognor  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  Tramways  (No.  2)  Bill ; 
London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Aire  and 
Calder  Navigation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, Towcester,  and  Midland 
Junction,  Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon Junction,  and  East  and 
West  Junction  Railways  (Amalgamation) 
Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 

Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments  [Title 
amended] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Commercial  I.^nion  Assurance  Company 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Northern  Assurance  Com- 
pany Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with 
Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Metropolitan  District  Railway  Bill. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  upoji  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


Barry  Railway  BilL— Reported,  with- 
out Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


MESSAGEIFROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  : — LanaA- 
shire  (Middle  Ward  District)  Wat« 
Order  Confirmation  Bill,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Finchley  Urban  District  Council 
Bill;  Motherwell  Burgh  Extension, 
etc..  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to  : — North  British  and 
Mercantile  Insurance  Company  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Amendments  to  : — Upton  Town  Hall 
Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Education 
under  the  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1907, 
to  enable  the  London  County  Councfl 
to  put  in  force  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts." 
[Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  confirm  a  certain  Provisional  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  relating  to  the  rural  district 
of  Rathdown  (No,  1)."  [Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (So.  4) 
Bill  [Lords]. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [Lords].— 
Read  the  first  time ;  Referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  BiDs 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  302.] 

Local  Government^  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Order  (No.  4)  Bill  [Lords].— Read 
the  first  time  ;  Referred  to  the  Examinen 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  303.] 


PETITIONS. 

LEASEHOLDS  ENFRANCHIBEIIENT 
BILL. 

Petition    from   Pembroke,    in   favour, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Petitions  in  favour :  From  Bootle 
(three) ;  Efailisaf  ;  Glanadda  ;  Ledbury ; 
Islington  ;  Knotty  Ash  ;  Mount  Sorrel ; 
Maiden  Newton ;  Pontypridd ;  and 
Upper  Clapton  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS)  iBILL. 

Petition    from    Westminster     against 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Auchter- 
arder ;  and  Thurso  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 
Petition  from  Heston  and  Isleworth, 
ior  alteration  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  668  [bv  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

IMPERIAL  REVENUE  (COLLECTION 
AND  EXPENDITURE)  (GREAT  BRITAIN 
AND   IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  30th  March;  Mr,  Joseph 
Pease] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  215.] 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 
^ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  30th  March ;  Mr,  John  O'Con- 
nor] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  216.] 

PHARMACY  ACTS  (IRELAND). 
Copv  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
dated ''3rd  July,  1908,  approving  of  a 
Regulation  made  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon 
.the  Table. 


SUPREME  COURT  OP  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in'' Council, 
dated  3rd  July,  1908,  giving  effect  to 
Rules  of  Court  [by  Act]  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy   presented,    of   Colonial   Report 
No.   563   (Gibraltar,  Annual  Report  for 
1907)  [by  Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  for 
the  Training  of  Teachers  of  Domestic 
Subjects  (in  force  from  1st  August,  1908) 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

R0ADS2AND1BRIDGES  (SCOTLAND). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  rate 
per  pound  of  assessment  levied  for  Roads 
and  Bridges  by  County  Councils  in  each 
county  or  district  of  a  county  in  Scotland 
in  each  year  from  1891-2  to  1907-8, 
inclusive." — (Mr.    Ershine,) 

MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT 
(COLONIAL  PENSIONS). 

Address  for  *'  Return  of  the  number 
of  Members  of  the  present  House  of 
Lords  and  of  the  present  House  of  Com- 
mons who  are  in  receipt  of  Pensions  for 
service  in  the  Colonies  from  Colonial 
funds." — (Mr,    Cooper.) 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Paper  [presented  23rd  June]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  2U.] 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Council  of  the  City  of  Exeter,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  fixing  the  Hours  of 
Closing  for  certain  classes  of  Shops  [by 
Act] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Inefficient  Crew  of  Steamer  "  Stowford." 
Mb.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  when  a 
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British   steamer,   the    "  Stowford,"   left ! 
the  Tyne  on  23rd  May,  the  whole  of  the 
British  crew  on  Board  were  helplessly 
drunk,   and  that  the  managing  owner 
of  the  steamer,  who  happened  to  be  on 
board,  had  to  take  the  wheel  himself 
and  steer  the  ship  over  the  bar ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  owners  of  the  ship 
in    question    had    refused    to    pay    the 
recognised    port    rate    of    wages,    and 
sought  the  assistance  of  the  agents  of 
the    Shipping    Federation    and    certain 
seamen's  boarding-house  keepers  to  pro- 
cure a  crew  ;    whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  crew  were  engaged  on  board  ship 
instead    of    at    the    Mercantile    Marine  , 
Office,    and    the    crew    complained    of  j 
consisted  entirely  of  foreigners,  who  at  i 
the  time  of  engagement  failed  to  produce  ' 
certificates  to  prove  they  were  seamen  ;  I 
and  whether  he  will  cause  a  fuU  inquiry 
to  be  made  in  this  matter  with  a  view  j 
to  taking  proceedings  against  the  owner 
and  master   under  Section  457  of  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act  for  sending  and 
taking  the  vessel  to  sea  in  an  imsea- 
worthy  condition  in  consequence  of  the 
helpless  state  of  the  crew  through  drink. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Churchill,)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  newspaper 
report  of  this  case.  I  am  informed  that 
the  crew  were  sober  when  they  signed 
articles,  but  that  some  of  them  appeared 
to  be  under  the  influence  of  drink  when 
the  vessel  sailed.  I  am  also  informed 
that  one  of  the  owners  was  on  board 
and  sailed  with  the  ship,  and  that  the 
seamen  and  firemen  were  engaged  at 
£4  per  month,  the  current  rate  at  the 
port  being  £4  10s.,  but  the  owners  state 
that  it  is  mot  the  fact  that  they  refused 
to  pay  the  recognised  port  wages.  I 
understand  that  the  men  were  engaged 
through  the  Shipping  Federation.  Of 
twenty-three  hands  all  told,  twelve 
were  en^'aged  on  board  the  ship,  eight 
members  of  the  crew  were  foreigners, 
and  five  did  not  produce  discharge 
certificates ;  but  seven  of  the  crew 
have  ajrain  sailed  in  the  ship,  which 
seems  to  show  that  the  master  was 
satisfied  as  to  their  qualifications.  I 
will  take  legal  ad\'ice  and  consider 
whether  the  case  is,  or  is  not  one,  for 
action  under  Section  457  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act. 


Conttraotioii  of  a  Bail  way  Station  it 
KeenbanidL 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whetha 
he  has  received  a  petition  from  a  number 
of  inhabitants  of  the  district  urging  the 
construction  of  a  station  at  Meenbanid, 
on  the  Burtonport-Letterkenny  Line; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  working 
company  have  agreed  to  maintain  the 
station  and  furnish  half  the  cost  of 
construction,  provided  that  the  Treasurr 
will  agree  to  contribute  the  other  haif 
out  of  their  portion  of  the  receipts  of  the 
line ;  and  what  action  he  proposes  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Hobhouse,)  The 
Answer  to  the  first  two  parta  of  the 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  I  lui\-e 
given  this  matter  my  careful  considera- 
tion, but  I  regret  that  I  do  not  see  any 
sufficient  reason  for  a  contribution  from 
public  funds.  No  doubt  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber recollects  the  reply  which  was  given 
to  a  similar  Question  of  his  addressed 
to  the  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Treasurr 
on  the  16th  March,  1906. 

Date  of  Indian  Budget  Debate. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs): 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  now  state  when 
the  Indian  Budget  will  be  taken. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Buchanan,)  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Indian  Budget  will  be 
taken  about  22nd  July,  but  I  £ear  it  is 
impossible  at  present  definitely  to  fix 
a  date. 

Irish  Pimii  and  Oovamment  Contraeta 
Mr.  j.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  8.): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-CSeneral  whether 
he  can  state  the  names  of  the  Irish  firms 
which  secured  the  contracts  for  head- 
dresses £1,000,  mail  bags  £1,200,  and 
cvcle  parts  £1,500,  spent  in  Ireland  during 
1*907-8. 

(Anstcered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxttm,) 
I  am  sorry  to  find  that  I  was  in  error  in 
telling  the  hon.  Member  that  £1,0(X)  wis 
spent  in  Ireland  on  head-dresses  in  1907~8» 
The  fact  is  that  only  one  Iri^  fim 
responded  to  the  invitation  to  tender 
and  their  tender  was  received  too  late. 
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The    head-dresses    were    supplied    from 
England.     The  mail-bags  were  made  by 

frison  labour  and  the  £1,200  paid  to  the 
rish  Prisons  Board.  The  £1,600  for 
bicycle  parts,  etc.,  was  spent  locally  in 
small  sums  by  postmasters  and  engineers. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster- General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Irish  manufacturers  are  practically 
precluded  from  tendering  for  Post  Office 
stores  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they 
are  obliged  to  send  such  stores  to  London 
for  inspection,  thus  necessitating  the 
employment  of  agents  to  look  after  thei: 
interests  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  public 
opinion  in  Ireland,  he  will  state  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take. 

(Ansicered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 
I  stated  on  9th  August  last,  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  that,  as  regards 
certain  stores,  tenders  were  for  delivery 
in  Dublin.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
necessity  for  the  employment  of  agents 
even  when  Irish  manufacturers  deliver 
goods  in  London.  The  supply  of  linen 
linings  for  uniforms,  for  instance,  is 
practically  monopolised  by  firms  in 
Ireland,  but  no  difficulty  rendering  the 
employment  of  a  London  agent  necessary 
has  ever  arisen. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  proposes  to 
act  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Hobhouse  Committee  that  increased 
powers  should  be  delegated  to  the 
Dublin  Office  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  include  in  such  powers  the  right 
to  arrange  for  contracts  for  Irish  stores 
without  the  intervention  of  London 
officials,  subject  to  the  restriction  that 
the  cost  must  not  be  greater  than  that 
of  the  same  articles  in  England. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  question  of  delegation  of  powers  to 
the  local  secretaries  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland  and  to  the  surveyors  and  post- 
masters is  under  the  consideration  of  a 
Departmental  Committee.  I  should  not, 
in  any  case,  be  willing  to  divest  myself 
of  the  personal  control  which  I  exercise 
over  the  conditions  and  allocation  of 
the  more  important  store  contracts. 


Tea  Imports. 

Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (Worces- 
tershire,  Droitwich) :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  what  were  the 
quantities  of  tea  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  past  finan- 
cial year  from  British  Possessions  and 
foreign   countries    respectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill)  The 
quantities  of  tea  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  past  financial 
year  from  British  Possessions  and  foreign 
countries  respectively  were  as  follows  : — 

Lbs. 


British  Possessions  - 
Foreign  countries  - 

Total 


277,860,575 
39,204,745 

317,065,320 


Pensions  of  Haval  Officers'  Stewards 
and  Cooks. 

Mr.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth):  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  officers' 
stewards  and  cooks  have  been  granted 
the  substantive  rank  of  chief  and  petty 
officers,  their  Lordships  have  now  under 
consideration  the  granting  to  this  class 
of  similar  pensions  to  those  of  other 
chief  and  petty  officers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  This 
matter  was  fully  considered  at  the  time 
when  the  substantive  rank  was  granted, 
and  the  Board  of  Admiralty  did  not  feel 
themselves  justified  in  incurring  the 
heavy  cost  the  proposal  would  entail. 


Farmers'  Co-operative  Societies. 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  To 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  how  much 
was  spent  in  1907  by  the  Government  in 
Ireland  in  furthering  the  principle  of 
co-operation  among  farmers  ;  how  many 
farmers'  co-operative  societies  now  exist 
there ;  and  whether  they  are  on  the 
increase. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.)  The 
expenditure  of  the  Department  in  the 
calender  year,  1907,  in  connection  with 
the  purpose  referred  to,  was  £4,313  7s.  7d. 
This  sum  was  paid  to  the  Irish  Agricul- 
tural Organisation  Society  and  included 
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the  special  expenses  of  organising  agri- 
cultural credit  societies  formed  in  the 
western  districts  of  Ireland  to  borrow 
moneys  for  the  purchase  of  seeds.  The 
grants  which  the  Department  have 
made  for  some  years  past  to  the  Organisa- 
tion Society  will  cease  at  the  close  of  the 
present  year.  The  Irish  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society  have  informed  the 
Department  that  the  number  of  co- 
operative societies  of  all  kinds  in  exis- 
tence in  Ireland  on  1st  January  last  wa&s 
925  ;  that  28  new  societies  were  formed 
during  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  as 
compared  with  20  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1907  ;  and  that  the  movement 
is  growing.  The  Department  are  not  in  a 
position  to  say  what  is  the  actual  number 
of  the  co-operative  societies  above  re- 
ferred to  at  present  in  effective  operation. 

Towns  Adopting  The  Notification  of 
Births  Act 

Mr.  SHERWELL  (Huddersfield) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment  Board  if  he  can  state  the  number 
and  names  of  the  to\nis  that  have 
adopted  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  John  Burns.)  The 
Act  has  been  adopted  by  the  councils  of 
107  boroughs  and  urban  districts,  by  16 
Metropolitan  borough  councils,  and  by  the 
C'ommon  Council  of  the  ( ity  of  London. 
A  list  of  these  councils  is  appended — 

Town  and  other  Urban  District 
Councils. 


Accrington. 

Acton. 

Ashton-in-Maker- 

field. 
Aston  Manor. 
Atherton. 
Baldock. 
Barrv. 
Bath. 
Batley. 

Barking  Town. 
Beckenham. 
Birmingham. 
Bishop  Auckland 
Blackburn. 
Blackpool. 
Bolton. 
Bootle. 

Bradford  (Yorks). 
Bromley. 


Burnley. 

Burslem. 

Bushey. 

Bury. 

Cambridge. 

Cardiff. 

Chopping 
Wycombe. 

Chcshunt. 

Chesterfield. 

Chiswick. 

Colne. 

Crompton. 

Croydon. 

Darwen. 

Derby. 

Dewsbury. 

Dudley. 

Eastbourne. 

East  Retford. 


Edmonton. 

Eccles. 

Exeter. 

Farnworth. 

Finchley. 

Grantham. 

Halifax. 

Handsworth 

(Staffs.) 
Higham  Feneis. 
Ilkeston. 
Keighley. 
Kettering. 
King's  Norton. 
Kingston-on-HulL 
Lancaster. 
Leek. 
Liverpool. 
Longton. 
Luton. 
Macclesfield. 
Maidstone. 
Mansfield. 
Merthyr  TydfiL 
Middlesbrough. 
Morley. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Newport  (Mon.) 
Norwich. 
Nottingham. 
Oldham. 
Preston. 
Portland. 
Rawtenstall. 
Reading. 
Rochdale. 
Rotherham. 


Royal  Leamington 

Spa. 
Ruislip-Northwood 
St.  Helens  (Lanes.) 
Sheffield. 
Sheemess. 
Shipley. 
Shrowsbuiy. 
Southampton. 
Southport. 
Smethwick. 
Stockport. 
Stockton. 
Stalybridge. 
Stourbrid[ge. 
Stietford. 
Swinton  and  Pen- 

dlebuiy. 
Tottenham. 
TeignmoutL 
TunstalL 
Tyldesley-with- 

Shakerley. 
WalLsend. 
WellingborougL 
West  BromwicL 
West  Ham. 
Whitchurch 

(Salop). 
Winchester. 
Watford. 
Whitehaven, 
li^llesden. 
Wolverhampton. 
Woodford. 
Worcester. 
York. 


Metropolitan  Borough  Gooncih. 


Battersea. 

Lambeth. 

Bermondsey. 

Haiylebone,  St 

Fulham. 

Pancras,  St. 

Finsbury. 

Paddington. 

Hampstead. 

Poplar. 

Holborn. 

Sonthwark. 

Ishngton. 

Westminster. 

Kensington. 

Woolwich. 

(Sty 

of  London. 

Appointment  of  Pension  ( 

Mr.  BROOKE  (Tower  Hamlets.  Bov, 
and  Bromley):  ToaskMr.ChanceBotatftt 
Exchequer  whether  the  appointmsBt  li 
pension  officers  is  to  be  made  solely  9ti 
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Bntiiely   out  of  the   ranks  of  existing 
Excise  officers. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Lloyd-George.)  Yes, 
that  is  the  intention. 

Old-Age  Pensions  and  Exemption 
from  Paying  Bates. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton)  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  a  person  who 
has  been  exempted  from  paying  his  rates 
by  the  local  authority  will  be  considered 
as  having  been  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law 
relief ;  and  whether  a  person  under  such 
circumstances  would  be  disqualified  from 
receiving  an  old-age  pension  as  provided 
by  the  Pension  Bill. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  It 
has  been  decided  that  an  excusal  from 
payment  of  the  poor  rate  on  the  ground 
of  poverty  is  not  a  disqualification  for 
registration  as  Parliamentary  elector  by 
reason  of  amounting  to  the  receipt  of 
relief.  The  excusal  from  payment  of 
rates  on  the  ground  of  poverty  would  not 
disqualify  the  person  excused  for  the 
receipt  of  an  old-age  pension. 

Arrest  of  Mr.  J.  Magner  at  Kildorrery. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.)  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  attending  the  arrest  by 
Sergeant  Shelley,  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary, of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Magner  at  the  fair  of 
Kildorrery,  County  Cork,  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  on  the  charge  of  interfering  with 
the  sale  of  ponies  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  on  being  taken  to  the  police  bar- 
racks, Mr.  Magner  was  at  once  released, 
the  charge  against  him  being  devoid  of 
foundation  ;  and  whether  Sergeant  Shelley 
will  be  directed  to  exercise  reasonable 
care  and  discretion  in  future  before 
subjecting  a  respectable  man  to  the 
indignity  of  being  arrested  and  taken 
through  a  public  thoroughfare  upon  a 
groundless  accusation. 

(Atiswered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  On  the 
occasion  in  question  a  complaint  was 
made  to  Sergeant  Shelley  that  a  man  was 
kicking  ponies  which  were  for  sale  in  the 
fair.  The  sergeant  went  to  the  spot  and 
saw  a  man  still  kicking  the  animals.     On 
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being  remonstrated  with  the  num  again 
kicked  one  of  the  ponies,  whereupon  the 
sergeant  demanded  his  name  and  address 
with  the  object  of  summoning  him  for 
cruelty.  The  man  gave  a  name  which 
the  sergeant  believed  to  be  false,  and  he 
thereupon  took  him  to  the  police  station 
where  his  correct  name  was  ascertained 
to  be  Jeremiah  Magner.  He  has  since 
been  summoned  for  cruelty  to  animals, 
and  the  case  is  pending.  Sergeant 
Shelley's  action  in  the  matter  was  quite 
regular. 

Distribution  of  the  Oore  Booth  Estate. 

Mr.  F.  MEEHAN  (Leitrim,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
tenants  on  the  estate  of  Sir  Joslyn  Gore 
Booth,  Ballintullie,  County  Sligo,  pur- 
chased their  holdings  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-four  and-a-half  years'  purchase  ; 
and  whether  it  was  on  the  understanding, 
at  the  time  of  sale,  that  all  waste  and 
untenanted  lands  on  the  estate  would  be 
divided  among  the  holders  of  uneconomic 
holdings,  and  that  the  landlord  was  to 
keep  the  river-bed  cleaned  to  prevent  the 
flooding  of  the  lands. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
advances  applied  for  in  the  purchase 
agreements  signed  by  the  second -term 
and  first-term  tenants  represented  24*2 
and  22-4  years  purchase,  respectively 
of  the  judicial  rents.  No  reference  is 
made  in  the  agreements  to  the  other 
matters  referred  to  in  the  Question,  but 
the  Estates  Commissioners  will  have 
these  matters  inquired  into  when  the 
estate  is  being  dealt  with. 

Evicted  Tenants— Application  of 
Peter  Kelly. 
Mr.  F.  MEEHAN:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  received  an  application 
from  Peter  Kelly,  of  Mullaghgarriff, 
Dromahair,  an  evicted  tenant  on  the 
West  estate,  County  Leitrim,  for  rein- 
statement ;  and  whether  the  Commission 
will  make  inquiries  into  his  claim  with 
a  view  of  having  him  reinstated. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  not  received 
an  application  from  Peter  Eellj, 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Privy 
Council  have,  on  the  advice  of  the  Law 
Officers,  disallowed  a  bye-law  of  the 
King's  County,  passed  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  Banagher  great  fair  by 
preventing  the  same  being  forestalled  by 
street-selling  antecedent  to  the  fair ;  is 
he  aware  that  the  great  horse  fair  of 
Cahirmee,  County  Cork,  is  being  similarly 
destroyed  by  forestalling,  and  that  the 
decrees  of  the  Chancery  Division  are 
rendered  worthless  by  the  refusal  of 
the  police  to  prevent  animals  being 
exhibited  and  sold  on  the  streets  in 
anticipation  of  the  fair ;  will  he  inquire 
whether  horse-buyers  from  all  parts  of 
Europe  are  disappointed  and  the  sellers 
of  animals  prejudiced  by  the  uncertainty 
and  irregularity  created  by  this  system 
of  forestalling,  which  makes  it  impossible 
for  horse -buyers  to  know  where  and  when 
a  fair  begins  ;  and  whether,  as  the  King's 
County  Council  was  the  first  to  attempt 
a  practical  remedy  for  the  evil,  the 
Government  will  either  not  disallow  such 
byelaws  or  will  order  the  police  to  prevent 
the  forestalling  of  fairs  by  preventing  the 
public  streets  and  roads  being  used  for 
days  and  nights  anterior  to  the  advertised 
fair  day,  whereby  sellers  of  horses  are 
often  defrauded  of  the  true  market  rates 
and  buyers  forced  to  resort  to  irregular 
dealings  in  anticipation  of  the  true  fair. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The 
proposed  bye-law  in  question  prohibited 
the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  of  cattle  and 
other  live  stock  in  any  public  place  in 
King's  County  on  any  day  except  the 
duly  appointed  fair  or  market  day.  The 
proposed  bye-law  was  disallowed  by  the 
Privy  Council,  on  the  advice  of  the  Law 
Officers,  as  being  beyond  the  powers  of 
the  county  council  under  the  Acts  in 
pursuance  of  which  the  bye-law  was 
proposed  to  be  made.  The  police  cannot 
interfere  in  the  matter  unless  an  obstruc- 
tion of  the  thoroughfare  takes  place,  and  T 
am  informed  that  no  such  obstruction  has 
occurred  calling  for  the  interference  of 
the  police  in  the  case  of  either  Banagher 
or  Cahirmee.  It  is  open  to  the  owners  of 
the  fairs  to  take  legal  proceedings  for  the 
protection   of  their  interests,   but  such 


interests  cannot  properly  be  protected  by 
means  of  bye-laws  for  good  role  and 
Government, 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

H.M.S.  ''  Blake  "— Labouren  pn  Joinen' 
Work. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire,  West- 
houghton) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Loid 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that 
labourers  in  the  Naval  Store  in  Chatham 
!  Dockyard  are  being  employed  in  making 
I  and  fitting  racks,  bins,  shelves,  etc.,  for 
store-rooms  on  H.M.S.  "  Blake  "  ;    that 
I  this  is  joiners'  work  and  is  usually  done  by 
joiners,  at  joiners'  rates  of  pay,  under  the 
constructive    manager ;        that,    when 
''  complaint  was  made  of  a  similar  char- 
!  acter  as  regards  work  on  H.M.S.  "  Blen- 
heim," the  Admiral  Superintendent  pro- 
i  mised  to  stop  any  further  joiners'  work 
I  being  done  by  labourers ;    and  whether 
I  he  will  take  action  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
practice. 

I      The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenxa,  Monmouthshiie. 
IN.):  I  am  imable  to  trace  any  complaint 
such  as  the   hon.   Member  speaks  of. 
I  with    regard    to    H.M.S.    "  Blenheim." 
i  The   work  of  preparing  the  racks  for 
j  stowage  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Blake  "  wm 
I  carried  out  by  the  storehouse  staff,  and 
!  they  were  afterwards  taken  on  board  in 
I  parts  and  fitted  in  place  by  the  ship's 
'  staff  mider  the  supervision  of  the  carpenter 
I  of   the   vessel.    I   am   making   further 
inquiries  into  the  whole  matter. 

Torpedo  Boats  in  the  HamUo  Bitw- 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
I  Admiralty  whether  it  has  been  decided  to 
moor  twenty-five  torpedo-boat  destioyen 
i  in  Hamble  River ;  whether  any  destroyen 
;  have  been  sent  up  that  river  for  experi- 
mental purposes  ;  and  how  many  of  thoie 
destroyers  ran  aground. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  is  possible  for 
torpedo-boat  destroyers  to  navigate  tb 
Hamble  River  at  a  speed  of  less  thu 
eight  knots  ;  whether  veasels  proceeding 
at  that  speed  create  a  dangeioiis  audi  m 
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Buch  narrow  waters  ;  and  whether  any 
accidents  have  been  caused  thereby  to 
vessels  afloat  or  ashore  in  the  Hamble 
River. 

I  beg  further  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  proposed  mooring  of  twenty-five 
torpedo-boat  destroyers  in  Hamble  River 
will  so  narrow  the  navigable  channel 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  any  sailing 
vessel  to  beat  up  or  down  the  river,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  that  fact,  and  of  the 
dangerous  swell  caused  by  torpedo-boat 
destroyers  using  the  river  at  high  speeds, 
a  large  number  of  yachts  and  other  vessels 
are  leaving  the  river ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  dissatisfaction  and  distress 
thereby  created  among  the  waterside 
population,  he  proposes  to  take  any 
action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  M  c  K  E  N  N  a  :  Destroyers  have 
been  sent  up  the  Hamble  River  on  two 
or  three  occasions  and  none  ran  aground. 
They  can  navigate  the  river  at  a  speed 
of  less  than  eight  knots,  but  eight  Imots 
is  preferable  ;  at  the  latter  speed  they 
do  not  create  a  dangerous  swell  and 
no  accidents  to  vessels  afloat  or  ashore 
have  so  far  as  is  known  been  caused 
thereby.  The  destroyers,  if  moored  in 
the  Hamble  River,  would  to  a  certain 
extent  narrow  the  channel,  but  not 
render  it  impossible  for  sailing  vessels 
to  beat  up  or  down  the  river.  No 
destroyers  have  used  the  river  at  high 
speeds,  and  there  has  been  no  dangerous 
swell  such  as  suggested.  No  report 
has  been  received  that  vessels  are  leaving 
the  Hamble  River.  The  general  question 
of  mooring  destroyers  in  the  Hamble 
River  is  still  engaging  attention. 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  Is  the  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  aware  that  an  accident  was 
lately  caused  to  a  yacht  which  was  on 
the  stocks  waiting  to  be  floated  off, 
and  which  was  considerably  damaged 
by  the  swell  caused  by  one  of  the  passing 
torpedo  boats  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  accident  has 
not  been  reported  to  the  Admiralty, 
but  I  will  inquire. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :     Has  tl^e  right  hon.  Gentleman 


received  a  memorial  from  inhabitants 
on  both  banks  of  the  river  with  regard 
to  the  possible  disturbance  of  the  trade, 
and  will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bear 
that  point  in  mind  in  considering  the 
general  question  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes,  it  wiU  be 
taken  into  full  consideration. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  favourably  consider  a  claim 
for  compensation  from  the  owner  of 
the  yacht  I  have  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Without  some  know- 
ledge of  the  accident  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland) :  WiU  the 
interests  of  the  lobster  fishery  also  be 
borne  in  mind  ? 


Mr.  McKENNA  : 
taken  into  account. 


Yes,  that  will  be 


Sir  ROBERT  HOBART  (Hampshire, 
New  Forest) :  Is  there  not  ample  accom- 
modation in  Southampton  water  outside 
the  Hamble  River  for  all  classes  of 
torpedo  boats  and  destroyers  without 
interfering  with  the  navigation  of  the 
river  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  None  of  these  facts 
will  be  overlooked  by  the  Admiralty. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  compensate  the  poor  fisher- 
men for  any  damage  done  to  their  boats  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  No  damage  has 
occurred. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :      If 

any  does  occur  then  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Army  Statittios. 
Caftain  KINCAID-SMITH  (Warwick- 
shire, 8tratford-on-Avon) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
Yeomanry,  Volunteer  Artillery,  and 
Volunteer  Infantry,  respectively,  on  Ist, 
January,     1907,      and      Ist     January 
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Depot  Sergeantlbjors. 
Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
depot  sergeant-majors  are  now  done 
away  with,  and  that  in  consequence 
extra  work  devolves  upon  the  sergeant- 
majors  of  Special  Reserve  battalions, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  placing 
them  on  the  some  footing  as  regards 
pay  and  pension  as  sergeant-majors 
in  line  battalions. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  the  Answer 
which  I  gave  on  24th  March  to  a  similar 
Question  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  the  Ludlow  Division  of  Shropshire. 
The  matter  has  been  fully  considered, 
and  it  has  been  decided  not  to  give 
sergeant-majors  of  Reserve  battalions 
more  than  was  given  to  Militia  sergeant- 
majors,  as  their  work  will  not  be  so 
onerous  as  that  of  sergeant-majors  of 
Line  battalions. 

Indian  Postal  Bates. 
Mr.  KEIRHARDIE  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 

1  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  India  what  are  the  present 
rates  for  the  inland  parcel  post  in  India  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  surplus 
revenue  derived  from  this  source,  it  is 
proposed  to  make  any  reduction  thereon. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Mr.  Buchanan, 
Perthshire,  E.) :  Up  to  October,  1907,  the 
rate  was  2(1.  for  J  lb.,  4d.  for  1  lb.,  6(i.  for 

2  lbs.,  and  so  on  up  to  2s.  for  11  lbs.  with 
special  rates  for  heavier  parcels  ;  but  the 
rate  for  light  parcels  has  now  been  reduced 
to  2d.  for  1  lb.,  4d.  for  2  lbs.,  and  so  or 
up  to  Is.  lOd.  for  11  lbs.  It  is  not  at 
present  proposed  to  make  a  further 
reduction. 

Thefts  in  the  Indian  Postal  Service. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  in  order  to  improve  the  service 
of  the  Indian  Post  Office  and  put  an  end 
to  the  numerous  petty  thefts  constantly 
taking  place  therein,  it  is  proposed  to 
increase  the  rates  of  pay  now  given  to 
postal  servants  and  thus  induce  a  better 
class  of  workers  to  enter  the  service. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  am  not  aware 
that  petty  thefts  are  constantly  taking 
place.  The  information  at  my  disposal 
X>oints  to  the  conclusion  that  the  number 
of  offences  by  postal  servants  is  extremely 
small,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  they  discharge  their  duties  satis- 
factorily. Increases  of  pay  have  recently 
been  granted  in  many  cases,  but  the 
ground  has,  as  a  rule,  been  heavier  work» 
greater  responsibility,  and  higher  cost  oi 
living. 

Indian  Post  Office  Begistration  Pee. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  it  is  intended  to  reduce  the 
registration  fee  from  2d.  per  article  now 
charged  by  the  Indian  Post  Office  to  Id. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  has  not  received  any  proposal  from 
the  Grovemment  of  India  on  the  subject. 

South  African  Police. 
Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  And- 
over) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  any  Member  of  the  South 
African  Police  has  been  compelled  to 
resign  for  not  being  qualified  in  the  Dutch 
language  ;  whether  all  Dutchmen  in  that 
force  must  be  able  to  read  and  write ; 
and  what  percentage  of  Dutch  are  included 
in  the  force  up  to  and  including  1st  July 
of  this  year. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Colonel 
Seely,  Liverpool,  Abercromby) :  I  have 
no  information  which  will  enable  me  to  give 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  the  detailed 
answer  he  requires,  and  as  regards  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Question  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  rule  has  been  made.  It  may  be 
expedient  to  expect  policemen  to  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  language  spoken 
by  the  people  of  the  locality. 

Captain  FABER  :  Would  the  police  in 
different  parts  of  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland  be  expected  to  have  a 
knowledge  of  Gaelic  or  Celtic  as  the  case 
may  be  ^ 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 
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Cairo  Drainage  Schemes.  |  steps  to  be  taken,   bnt   I  nnderstand 

Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northamber-  |  that  the  editor  will  be  proaecnted  before 
land,  Tyneside) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre-  i  the    native    tribunal    for    having    con- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  i  travened  the  penal  code. 
he  will  make  inquiry  as  to  the  different 

schemes  of  drainage  for  Cairo  which  the  Penda. 

authorities  had  under  consideration  be- '  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
fore  deciding  on  the  scheme  now  on  foot,  !  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
and  as  to  whether  any,  and  what,  com-  |  Affairs  whether  he  will  publish  Papen 
mittee  of  sanitary  officers  inquired  into  on  the  affairs  of  Persia ;  and  whether 
the  matter ;  and  whether  he  will  advise  i  he  will  caaise  to  be  included  in  such 
that  opportunity  be  given  for  a  pre- 1  Papers  a  Memorandum  of  the  exchange 
liminary  public  discussion  of  a  scheme  |  of  views  which  took  place  at  the  recent 
involving  the  expenditure  of  £2,000,000.    I  meeting  at  Reval  and  any  communica- 

i  tions  addressed  by  the  Shah  of  Persia 
The  secretary  of  STATE  for  '  to  His  Majesty  the  King  in  reference  to 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward  Grey,  !  recent  events  in  Teheran.  Can  the 
Northumberland,  Berwick) :  I  am  asking  '  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  if  it  is  true 
the  British  Representative  at  Cairo  to  |  that  the  British  Legation  was  again  beaet 
send  a  Report  on  this  question,  as  to  the  j  by  Persian  troops  the  day  before  yester- 
Bchemes  considered  and  the  decision  |  day  ? 
arrived  at ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  a  public  | 

discussion  of  rival  schemes  is  the  best  |  Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  It  is  not 
method  of  arriving  at  a  sound  con-  intended  to  publish  Papers  if ,  as  I  hope, 
elusion  on  a  subject  which  must  in  the  I  the  question  of  the  refugees  in  the 
main  be  one  to  be  decided  by  expert  |  British  Legation  is  satisfactorily  settled, 
advice. 


Egyptian  Administrators  on  Leave. 
Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON :    I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  how  many,  and  which,  ministers, 
under-secretaries,  and  advisers  of  the 
Egyptian  Government  are  now  absent 
from  Egypt  on  leave. 


Mr.  DILLON  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  answered  the  last  part  of 
my  Question. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  cannot 
make  any  further  announcement,  except 
that  we  have  protested  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  troops  concerning  the 
Legation.  I  hope  that  the  matter  will 
be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  but  it  is  not 
vet  concluded. 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  have  no 
information  on  the  subject ;  the  arrange- 
ment at  any  given  moment  as  to  the  i 

leave  of  Egyptian  officials  is  not  one  i  Mr.  LYNCH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripon): 
in  which  His  Majesty's  Government  i  Are  we  to  understand  that  no  Papers  on 
could  reasonably  interfere.  |  Persia  are  to  be  published  before  the 

I  Foreign  Office  Vote  is  debated  ? 
Cairo  Newspaper  Prosecutions*         I 

Mr.  ASHLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  I  Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  cannot 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  !  promise  Papers,  but  when  the  discussion 
Affairs  what  are  the  exact  steps  |  takes  place,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  make 
which  have  been  taken  to  bring  to  a  statement  with  regard  to  the  portion 
justice  the  editor  of  the  Cairo  newspaper  1  of  the  Government. 
which  recently  published  the  false  state-  I 

mcnt  that  seventy  Soudanese,  on  account  I       Foreign  Motor  Speed  BegQlathniii 
of  the  murder  of  Mr.   Scott-Moncrieff,  .      Mr.    CATHCART    WASON  (Orkney 
had  been  placed  in  chains  and  murdered  i  and  Shetland) :  IbegtoasktheSecretaiT 
when  in  prison  b}'  the  British  authorities  \  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs  whether,  in 
n  the  Soudan.  |  view  of  future  legulation  with  zefeieno 

j  to  motor  traffic,  he  will  obtain  and  circa* 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :     I  have  not  j  late  as  a  Parliamentary  Pftper  B«parti 
yet  received  any  Report  of  the  exact  i  from  America,  France,  GermAny.  Aiiitri»» 
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and  Italy,  shortly  summarising  the  laws  ;  police  posts  at  Eassima  and  Rafakh, 

AS  regards  speed  on  town  and  country    but  no  fortifications. 

roads ;    and  whether  in  any  of  the  said 

countries  there  is  any  examination  of       Major  ANSTRUTHER-6RAY :  Are 


drivers  in  mechanics  or  road  knowledge. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Full  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  will  be  found  in 
Annex  I.  to  the  Report  on  the  Law  and 
Practice  as  to  Motor  Cars  in  the  Principal 
Poreign  Countries,  issued  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Motor  Cars  at  the  end 
of  1906,  to  which  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member.  If  more  recent  information 
is  required,  I  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
it. 

Cattle  Plague  in  Egypt* 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he 
will  state  the  latest  Returns  as  to  the 
jecrudescence  of  cattle  plague  in  Upper 
and  Lower  Egypt ;  and  what  remedial 
measures  are  being  taken. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  According  I 
to  the  latest  Return,  cattle  disease  I 
existed  at  Alexandria  and  at  twelve  | 
other  places  in  the  Consular  District  of  i 
Cairo.  The  question  of  what  remedial  j 
measures  are  being  taken  is  one  which  \ 
concerns  the  internal  administration  of  , 
Eg>"pt,  and  I  have  no  information  on  the  I 
subject. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  Has  j 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  returns  | 
as  to  the  recrudescence  of  cattle-driving  ! 
in  Ireland  and  what  remedial  measures  | 
it  is  proposed  to  apply  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.]  i 

Turkey  and  Eg^t. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  :     I  beg  to  ask  \ 
the    Secretary    of    State    for    Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Turkish  authorities  , 
^are  fortifying  the  town  of  Awga,  between 
Bir  Saba  and  the  Egyptian  frontier,  as  , 
a   counter-move  to  the  fortification  of 
Kassima  and  Rafakh  by  the  Egyptian  , 
Government  last  year. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:     The  Turks  | 
Are   reported  to  be   building   quarters, 
not  fortifications,  at  Awga.    There  are  • 


these  quarters  not  fortified  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  have  given 
all  the  information  I  have  and  can  answer 
no  further  Question  without  notice. 

Clofing  of  Eri^tian  Drinking 
Eftabliihmenti. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  any  compensation  was  paid  to 
owners  in  the  case  of  closing  113  estab- 
lishments for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
drink  belonging  to  Egyptians,  and  fifty- 
four  belonging  to  foreigners  in  Egypt 
during  the  year  1907 ;  and  whether  any 
time  limit  was  given.  i 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  have  no 
information  on  the  points  raised  by 
i  the  hon.  Member  ;  but  I  will,  if  he  desires 
I  it,  address  an  inquiry  on  the  subject 
I  to  His  Majesty's  Agent  and  Consul-General 
I  in  Egypt. 

I 

Egyptian  National  TTniversity. 
[      Dr.  RUTHERFORD  :    I  beg  to  ask 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
I  whether  he  can  inform  the  House,  with 
I  regard  to  the  proposed  national  University 
I  for  Egyptv  what  sum  of  money  has  been 

subscribed ;  whether  any  Egyptian  stu- 
I  dents  have  been  sent  to  Europe  to 
[  qualify  as  professors,  and  in  what  sub- 
I  jects ;  whether  the  Egyptian  (Jovem- 
i  ment  is  giving  any  grant  of  money  and 

exercising  any  authority ;  and  whether 
!  the    present   schools   of   law,    medicine, 

agriculture,    and   engineering,    etc.,    will 

be  included. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  beg  to  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer  which 
I  returned  on  4th  June  to  a  Question 
asked  on  the  subject  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Tyrone.  I  have  no  later  infor- 
mation ;  as  soon  as  any  is  forthcoming 
I  shall  be  glad  to  make  it  known. 

Inoome*Tax  Appeals. 
♦SirH.  AUBREY-FLETCHER  (Sussex, 
Lewes) :    I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware 
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that  it  is  the  practice  of  many  boards 
of  Income-Tax  Commissioners,  on  the 
hearing  of  appeals,  to  require  the  with- 
drawal of  the  appellant  after  making  his 
statement,  and  in  his  absence  to  hear 
statements  and  arguments  from  the 
surv^eyor  which  are  not  necessarily  either 
impartial  or  true  ;  whether  this  practice 
is  of  general  adoption  or  not ;  whether 
it  has  the  approval  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  or  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Commissioners  or  any  other 
controlling  authority ;  and  whether  there 
is  any  intention  of  abolishing  this  practice, 
which  is  opposed  to  the  invariable  policy 
of  British  judicial  tribunals. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Car- 
narvon Boroughs)  :  I  am  aware  that  it 
is  the  practice  of  many  district  boards 
of  Tax  Commissioners,  after  eliciting 
all  the  facts  of  the  case  and  hearing  all 
the  arguments  on  any  points  of  law  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  appellant 
to  deliberate  among  themselves  before 
arriving  at  a  decision.  Even  though 
it  were  the  practice  of  any  Commissioners 
to  invite,  in  the  appellant's  absence, 
statements  and  arguments  from  the 
surveyor,  this  does  not  afford  any  groimd 
for  the  reflection  contained  in  the  Question 
upon  the  fairness  or  veracity  of  an 
honourable  body  of  servants  of  the  Crown. 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  any  allowance  or 
abatement  will  be  made  to  those  people 
in  Ireland  who  may  desire  to  tr}'  the 
experiment  of  growing  tobacco  under 
the  Irish  Tobacco  Act  of  last  year. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  After  con- 
sulting my  right  hon.  friend  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, etc.,  I  have  arranged  that,  in- 
stead of  the  rebate  which  is  allowed  at 
present,  a  sum  of  £6,000  shall  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  in  the 
next  financial  year  and  subsequently 
up  to  1913  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
tol)acco  industrv  in  Ireland. 


Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  asked  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  likewise  take  steps  to  pro- 
mote the  cultivation  of  tobacco  is 
England  also. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  inquired 
whether  it  was  not  the  fact  that  the 
present  positioa  of  the  tobacco  industrr 
in  Ireland  was  the  result  of  six  or  seven 
years  laborious  experiment  which  showed 
that  Ireland  was  especially  suitable  for 
'  the  cultivation  of  tobacco. 
I 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  That  is  so. 
\  If  similar  representations  are  made  to 
:  me  in  regard  to  Scotland,  England,  or 
'  Wales,  I  shall  be  glad  to  consider  them. 

j         Betting  Men  and  Inoome-TUL 

I  Mr.    BOTTOMLEY    (Hackney,    S.): 

I I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
j  chequer  whether  it  is  the  practice  for 

the  Commissioners  of  income-tax  to 
I  charge  income-tax  upon  the  profits 
.  of  bookmakers  and  other  betting  men ; 
'  and,  if  so,  whether,  having  regard  to 
,  the  declared  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
I  Government  not  to  raise  any  revenue 
j  from  such  sources,  he  will  take  the 
i  necessary  steps,  by  regulation  or  other- 
I  ^4se,  to  exclude  such  incomes  from  the 
I  purview  of  the  Conmussioners  in  fatuie. 

I 

:     Mr.    LLOYD-GEORGE:    It   was 

decided  by  the  Courts  in  the  case  of 

Partridge "  i\    Mallandaine     (L.R.    l^ 

Q.B.D.,     276)     that     "  a  person    who 

,  attends  races  and  systematically  bets " 

;  is  liable  to  assessment  to  income-tax  ia 

respect  of  the  profits  he  derives  there- 

,  from  ;     and  this  decision  is  acted  upon 

in   practice   by   District   Comnussionen 

I  of  Taxes.    I  do  not  propose  to  introduce 

'  legislation  with  the  object  of  withdraw- 

,  ing    these    profits   from    assessment  to 

'  income-tax. 

Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.): 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  informi* 
tion  which  shoi/^-s  that  bookmakers  and 
other  betting  men  accurately  divulge  the 
extent  of  their  profits  ? 


Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  asked  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  I  am  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would  not '  sure  whether  they  would  not  be  Ae- 
mete  out  the  same  treatment  to  Scotland,    exception. 
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♦Captain  FABER  :  Are  there  any  other 
betting  men  who  make  profits  besides 
bookmakers  ? 

Insurance  Agents  and  Suicide. 
Mr.  W.  THORNE  (West  Ham,  S) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  can  state 
the  number  of  insurance  agents  that 
have  committed  suicide  during  the  past 
five  years. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Herbert  Samuel  Yorkshire,  Clevland) : 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  information 
on  the  subject,  and  regrets  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  attempt  to  obtain  it. 

Public  Bights  on  the  TTpper  Thames. 
Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfordshire,  Henley) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  as  the 
law  now  stands  with  regard  to  the 
Upper  Thames  there  is  no  express  duty 
laid  upon  the  Conservators  to  preserve 
the  river  and  its  banks  as  a  place  of 
public  recreation,  and  that  with  the 
decay  of  the  river  as  a  means  of  commer- 
cial traffic  many  ancient  rights  of  the 
public  have  been  lost ;  that  within 
recent  years  public  access  to  the  river 
from  places  on  its  banks  has  not  been 
maintained  ;  that  rights  of  way  along 
portions  of  the  towpath  have  been 
disputed  ;  that  public  crossings  of  the 
river  have  been  closed,  and  that  in  every 
case  the  Conservators,  when  appealed 
to,  have  stated  that  they  are  unable  to 
intervene ;  that  great  loss  has  been 
caused  to  the  inhabitants  of  many 
riverside  parishes  through  excessive 
floods,  and  that  the  Conservators  in 
their  recent  Reports,  while  recording 
their  attempts  to  deal  with  this  evil, 
state  that  they  are  not  a  flood  authority 
or  charged  with  the  duties  of  carrying 
out  measures  of  flood  relief ;  that  the 
Conservators  hold  their  meetings  in 
private  ;  that  they  are  not  responsible 
to  any  Government  department  and 
that  there  is  no  appeal  from  their  decision; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  these  facts,  the 
Grove  mment  will  again  consider  the 
advisability  of  themselves  introducing 
legislation  to  extend  the  duties  of  the 
new  Conservancy  Board,  and,  where 
necessary,  to  increase  their  powers,  so 


that  the  interests  of  the  public  in  the 
Upper  Thames,  and  of  the  population 
along  its  banks,  may  be  adequately 
protected. 

The  PRESroENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Churchill,  Dundee) :  As 
I  have  already  informed  my  hon.  friend 
I  am  taking  steps  to  ensure  that  the 
new  authority  for  the  Upper  Thames 
shall  include  representatives  of  those 
who  use  the  river,  and  who  will  be 
interested  in  preserving  and  extending 
public  rights.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
authority  will  consider  whether  they  have 
sufficient  powers  for  the  preservation 
of  the  amenities  of  the  river  and  for  the 
prevention  of  floods.  I  fully  recognise 
the  importance  of  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  public,  and  the  interests  of  the 
riparian  population,  but  as  I  have 
already  stated,  I  am  advised  that  these 
matters  so  far  as  they  involve  increasing 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Conservators 
cannot  be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill  now 
before  Parliament.  Before  considering 
the  question  of  introducing  any  further 
legislation  on  behalf  of  the  Oovemment, 
it  is  necessary  to  await,  the  constitution 
of  the  new  authority  and  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  consider  what  further 
powers,  if  any,  they  desire  to  obtain. 

Mr.  MYER  (Lambeth,  N.) :  Will  the 
action  of  the  Government  be  retrospec- 
tive ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Mr.  MORRELL  :  Is  it  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  extend  the  duties 
of  the  Conservancy  as  well  as  its  powers  ? 
And  is  there  any  precedent  for  a  new 
authority  applying  to  Parliament  itself 
to  have  more  extended  duties  placed 
on  it  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  should  like  to 
have  notice  of  that  Question. 

Motor  Traffic  and  Highway 
Maintenances. 

Sir  F.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
wich)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  of  the  increased  expenditure 
in  respect  of  highways  which  local  authori- 
ties find  necessary  to  meet  the  ever- 
increasing  volume  of  heavy  motor  traffic.;: 
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Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  am  now  con- 
sidering the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  if  the  hon.  Member  has  any 
representations  to  make  to  me  I  will 
consider  them. 


An  HON.  MEMBER :  And  will  he  also 
consider  the  desirability  of  having  schools 
erected  on  sites  in  healthy  districts  ? 
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BiYiding  BooietiM. 
Viscount  MORPETH  (BinninghanL 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  tb 
Treasury  what  are  the  reasons  that  hirs 
caused  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendlj 
Societies  to  insist  on  a  valuation  in  the 
case  of  dividing  societies,  thus  revening 
what  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past. 


Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  That  hardly 
arises  out  of  the  question  but  it  is  a  very 
good  thing  to  aim  at. 

Small  Holdings  and  Market  Gardeners' 
Compensation  Act. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Skipton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  a  county  council  in  letting  land 
for  small  holdings  under  the  Small 
Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1907,  can 
introduce  a  proviso  that  the  Market 
Gardeners'  Compensation  Act  shall  not 
apply. 

The  TREASURER  of  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  E.  Strachey,  Somerset,  S.) : 
Yes,  but  there  is  an  appeal  to  the  Board 
off  Agriculture. 

Fruit  Trees  for  Small  Holdings. 
Mr.  CLOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  a  county  council 
can,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Small 
Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1907, 
supply  fruit  trees  as  part,  of  the  equip- 
ment for  small  holdings. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  No,  Sir. 

Small  Holdings  Act. 

Mr.  CLOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act,  1900,  will  apply  to  any 
small  holdings  provided  by  a  county 
council  under  the  operation  of  the 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act, 
1907. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  Yes,  Sir. 


The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  HoBHoust 
Bristol,  E.) :  The  noble  Lord  is  mis- 
taken in  thinking  that  valuation  in  the 
case  of  dividing  societies  is  insisted  upcm. 
He  no  doubt  has  in  mind  the  fee  of  C 
covering  a  quinquennial  period  amounting 
to  8s.  per  annum,  which  is  now  chaiged 
to  these  societies  for  exemption  from 
quinquennial  valuation  and  which  i» 
intended  to  cover  the  time  and  trouUe 
involved  in  examining  the  claims  of 
societies  to  such  exemption. 

Viscount  MORPETH  :  Is  it  not  tk 
case  that  in  the  past  dividing  societies 
have  been  exempted  from  valuation 
merely  on  application,  and  that  the  fee 
of  £2  now  imposed  is  found  by  them  to 
be  very  onerous  and  a  source  of  giest 
difficulty  in  applying  for  exemption  1 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  I  do  not  think 
so.  The  sum  of  8s.  cannot  be  consideied 
a  very  onerous  charge. 

Viscount  MORPETH:  Has  it  not 
been  represented  to  the  hon.  Grentlemin 
by  persons  who  are  interested  that  it  is 
in  fact  a  very  heavy  burden  upon  them  { 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  No.  Sir.  Tie 
only  information  I  have  was  contsined 
in  a  letter  written  to  the  Treasuzr  t 
year  ago. 

Irish  Law  Court  Viudii 
Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  8.):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attozney-Genenl  br 
Ireland  whether  he  can  say  what  pio- 
portion  of  the  funds  imder  the  coatixi 
of  the  different  Irish  Courts  have  bett 
invested  by  the  authorities  of  the  Comti ; 
whether  the  accruing  dividends  on  in- 
vestments are  re-inv^ted  or  an  wSkmi 
to  accumulate ;  and  what  proporlaflii  i^ 
allowed  to  accumulate. 
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Thb  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
•change) :  I  am  informed  that  it  is  not 
practicable  to  differentiate  between  the 
iunds  in  the  hands  of  the  Accountant- 
<3eneral  which  were  already  invested  at 
at  the  time  of  their  transfer  into  Court, 
and  those  which  were  invested  under 
Orders  of  the  Court  subsequent  to  their 
transfer  into  Court.  Unless  otherwise 
directed,  cash  lodgments  of  £50  and 
upwards  in  the  Chancery  Division  are, 
after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from 
the  date  of  lodgment,  invested  in  New 
"Consols  without  order  or  request.  Divi- 
-dends  are  re-invested  as  follows :  (1)  Li 
the  case  of  funds  lodged  under  any  of  the 
Trustee  Acts,  when  the  amount  of  the 
•dividends  available  reaches  the  sum  of 
£10 ;  (2)  in  cases  in  which  there  is  an 
•order  to  invest,  when  the  amount  of  such 
•dividends  reaches  £20 ;  and  (3)  in  all 
•other  cases  when  the  amount  reaches  £50. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  can  state  the  total  value  of  cash  and 
securities  held,  or  banked  by,  or  in  the 
names  of  the  Chancery  and  Common 
Law  Divisions,  land  judges,  and  suitors' 
•cash  ;  how  much  of  this  total  represents 
•capital  and  how  much  represents  divi- 
dends ;  how  much  of  this  total  has  been 
dormant  for  fifteen  years  or  more  ;  and 
whether  the  dormant  total  is  regarded 
as  the  unclaimed  total. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  totals  of  the 
liabilities  and  of  the  assets  in  respect  of 
the  cash  and  securities  constituting  the 
funds  of  suitors  in  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Ireland,  as  they  stood  on  30th  September 
last,  are  set  out  in  the  account  of  the 
Accountant- General  of  the  Supreme 
Court  which  has  been  published  in  a 
Return  to  an  Order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  dated  30th  January  last. 
(Parliamentary  Paper  No.  22  of  the 
present  session).  It  would  be  impossible 
m  most  cases  to  state  how  much  of  these 
funds  represents  dividends  and  how  much 
principal,  as  the  dividends  become  merged 
ill  the  principal,  on  investment,  and  when 
each  subsequent  sale  or  transfer  of  any 
portion  of  the  fund  has  taken  place  such 
sale  or  transfer  has  been  made  out  of  the 
accumulated  fund  as  it  stood  at  the  time 
being.     The  amount  of  the  funds  standing 


to  the  credit  of  the  dormant  accounts  o  n 
30th  September  last,  as  imdealt  with 
during  the  previous  fifteen  years,  was : 
Cash,  £174,694  lis.  9d. ;  New  Consols, 
£204,790  17s.  lid.  Other  than  these 
there  are  no  unclaimed  totals;  and  in 
respect  of  these  totals  claims  for  principal 
and  interest  are  being  frequently  made 
and  sustained,  and  when  sustained  such 
portion  of  the  funds  as  may  be  required 
to  meet  each  claim  is  paid  out. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attomey-Gieneral  for  Ireland  whether 
he  can  say  if  the  Court  of  Chancery 
in  Ireland  holds  any  boxes  of  plate  or 
valuables ;  and,  if  so,  how  many,  and 
how  long  they  have  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  Court, 

Mr.  CHERRY  :  I  am  informed  that 
there  are  thirty-eight  boxes  of  plate 
or  other  valuables  which  have  been 
lodged  in  Court,  and  stand  to  the  credit 
of  the  accounts  to  which  they  belong. 
They  have  been  for  the  most  part  lodged 
in  minor  and  lunacy  cases,  and  the 
accounts  to  which  they  stand  are  current 
and  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
each  case  will  be  dealt  with,  together 
with  the  funds  to  the  same  credit,  when 
the  proper  time  arrives. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  if  some  of  these 
boxes  were  lodged  as  far  back  as  the 
time  of  James  II.  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  If  so,  the  accounts 
would,  I  should  think,  be  dormant  by 
this  time. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  Are  they  not 
all   unclaimed  ? 

Mr.  CHERRY  :  No,  the  owner^  are 
known. 

'      Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :    But  they  have 
not  claimed  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :    I  gather  not. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  :  And  they  have 
been  there  over  100  years. 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland  whether  he  can  now  make  a 
full  statement  as  to  what  has  been  done 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in  the 
matter  of  stopping  works ;  whether 
their  action  has  been  due  to  want  of 
funds  ;  and  what  steps  the  Grovemment 
propose  to  take  in  the  matter. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  In 
the  year  ending  31st  March  last  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  expended  about 
£97,000  upon  the  improvement  of  estates 
purchased  by  them.  I  indicated,  in 
my  reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
of  4:th  March  last,  that,  owing  to  want 
of  funds  the  operations  of  the  Board 
in  this  direction  would  necessarily  have 
to  be  restricted  in  the  present  financial 
year,  the  main  reason  for  the  lack  of 
funds  being  that  the  Board's  income 
from  the  resale  of  estates  had  fallen 
considerably  short  of  their  anticipations. 
For  the  current  year  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  could  provide  for  im- 
provement works  the  sum  of  £33,000 
only,  and  this  after  borrowing  from  the 
Board  of  Works  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  powers.  Of  this  £33,000,  the 
sum  of  £18,000  has  been  expended  up 
to  30th  June,  and  the  remaining  £15,000 
will  not,  in  the  ordinary  course,  be  avail- 
able for  some  months.  The  Board 
have  been  gradually  reducing  the  number 
of  men  employed  on  improvement  works, 
and  in  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  up- 
wards of  1,000  men  have  been  disem- 
ployed,  leaving  about  150  men  still  at 
work.  I  fully  recognise  that  the  complete 
suspension  of  the  Board's  improvement 
works,  from  whatever  cause  it  may  have 
arisen,  is  undesirable,  and  I  have  been 
in  communication  with  the  Treasury 
on  ^he  subject,  and  the  Treasury  have 
agreed  to  make  a  loan  to  the  Board 
within  reasonable  limits,  in  order  that 
the  Board  may  proceed  with  the  works 
imtil  they  are  again  in  funds.  I  am 
in  communication  with  the  Board  as 
to  the  works  which  it  is  possible  and 
desirable  to  carry  on,  and  the  amount 
of  the  loan  which  will  be  required  for 
the  purpose.  It  will,  as  I  indicated 
on  4th  March,  be  impossible  to  introduce 
legislation  providing  for  an  increase 
of  the  Board's  statutory  income  apart 
from  the  legislation  which  must  be 
adopted  as  a  result  of  the    Report    of 


the  Royal  Commission  on  CongeetioiL 
The  question  of  the  legislation  on  thai 
subject  to  be  introduced  in  the  coming 
autumn  is  at  present  engaging  the  oqb- 
sideration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  bau 
Gentleman  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  i 
singularly  favourable  season  for  canjing 
on  these  works  in  Ireland — a  searai 
such  as  only  occurs  at  intervals  of  tit) 
or  three  years  ? 

Mb.  BIRRELL:  Yes,  I  will  point 
that  out  in  my  report  to  the  Treasmy. 

Captain  CRAIG :  Will  any  of  the 
money  go  to  Ulster  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  do  not  know  wlut 
the  state  of  congestion  is  there. 

Canada  and  Iriah  Trade- 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.)  :  I  beg  !<► 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps  wiD 
be  taken  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  special  trade  commissioiMr 
to  Canada  and  Newfoundland,  and,  in 
the  event  of  a  permanent  appointmoil 
being  made,  will  he  secure  that  the  officer 
is  fully  acquainted  with  Irish  trade  con- 
ditions, with  a  view  to  having  the  intercity 
of  Irish  exporters  properly  attended  t» 
in  these  two  countries ;  and  idiether, 
in  particular,  the  co-operation  of  the 
Irish  Industrial  Development  Associa- 
tions and  of  the  Department  of  AgncnI- 
ture  will  be  sought. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :     In  reply  to  tl» 

hon.  Member's  Question,  I  may  infmm 

him  that  Mr.  Richard  Grigg  has  beet 

appointed  as  His  Majesty's  Trade  Con- 

.  missioner    in    Canada.    Mr.    Grigg,  a» 

I  the    hon.    Member    is    aware,    reoenttr 

i  completed    a    commercial    missian   ii 

i  Canada  and  Newfoundland  for  the  Air 

I  visory  Committee  to  the  Board  of  Taik 

on     Commercial    Intelligence.    I    hm 

I  also  appointed  the  following  GenthnB 

as  local  trade  correspondents  in  Guada: 

'  Mr.  W.  J.  Davidson,  Vancouver ;    lb 

J.  J.  Shallcross,  Victoria;    Mr.  J.  Af^lt 

ton,  Winnipeg ;  Mr.  W.  E.  AndanoB,  8t 

.  John,    New    Brunswick ;       Mr.    G/  Br 

Ramsey,  Quebec ;     Mr.  A.  T.    Walta 

;  Halifax,  Nova    Scotia.    It    is    poaAli^ 


I 


M 


1477 


Questions. 


{7  July  1908} 


Questions. 


1478-^ 


that  I  shall  make  some  further  appoint- 
ments of  local  correspondents  in  Canada.  | 
The  local  trade  correspondent  in  New- 
foundland is   Mr.   H.   W.   le   Messurier.  ^ 
I  shall  be  happy   to  consider  any  sugges-  , 
tions  which  the  Department  of  Agriculture  | 
or   the    Irish    Development   Association  I 
may  make  with  the  object  of  rendering 
the  services  of  the  Trade  Commissioner  I 
as  useful  as  possible  to  Irish  trade.  I 

Irish  Batter  in  Scotland. 
Mr.    FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :     I  beg   to  ; 
ask      the      hon.     Member      for     South 
Somerset,   as  representing  the  President 
of   the    Board   of   Agriculture,    whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that    Section   1,  subsection    (3),   of    the  . 
Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907,  is  not 
being    carried   into   effect   in    Scotland ;  ■ 
whether  steps  are  being  taken  by  the 
Local  Government   Board  to  carry  out  i 
Section  2,  subsection   (1),  of    the  same  ' 
Act ;    and  what  action,  if  any,  is  being 
taken  by  the  local  authorities  in  Scotland 
to  put    subsection   (2)  of  Section  1,  in 
regard   to    powers    of   inspection,  entry 
and  sampling,  into  force. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  To 
the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  the  Answer  is  "  Yes,"  and 
steps  have  and  are  being  taken  to 
give  effect  to  the  Act  in  Scotland.  To 
the  second,  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
are  carr>nng  out  the  subsection.  To 
the  third,  the  Board  is  inquiring  what 
action  is  being  taken. 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  KAVANAGH  (Carlow) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the 
present  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
the  Irish  liand  Purchase  Act,  1903. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  The  total  accumu- 
lated  Sinking  Fund  under  the  Irish  Land 
Act,  1903,  amounted  on  31st  May,  1908 
(the  latest  date  for  which  the  figures  are 
available),  to  £221,337,  viz.— 

£ 
In  respect  of  advances     -         -     155,835 
In  respect  of  Excess  Stock      -       32,385 
In  respect  of  Land  Purchase 

Aid   Fund         -        -        -      33,117 

The  Sinking  Fund  receipts  in  respect  of 
the  June  Gale  will  increase  the  above 


total  figure  by  £53,500,  of  which  £46,000- 
will  be  for  Advances,  and  £7,500  for 
Excess  Stock. 

Licensing  Leases  and  the  Licensing  BiU. 
♦Mr.  YOUNGER  (Ayr  Burghs) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  an  example 
of  a  long  lease  of  on-licensed  premises 
granted  by  an  educational  institutioik 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Charity 
Commissioners ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  under  this  lease,  granted  in  1897 
for  ninety-nine  years,  the  lessee  will 
remain  liable  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  of  the  lease  to  pay  a  rental  of  £600 
a  year,  agreed  to  because  the  premises 
possessed  a  licence,  although  the  licence 
will,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Licensing 
Bill,  be  terminated  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
years  ;  whether,  if  a  re-grant  of  the 
licence  be  obtained  at  the  end  of  the 
time-limit,  monopoly  value  will  have  to 
be  paid  for  the  licence,  despite  that  the 
lessee  is  already  paying  the  full  rental 
value  of  the  premises  as  licensed  premises 
under  the  lease  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
proposes  to  make  any  provision  in  the 
Licensing  Bill  to  meet  cases  of  this 
kind. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr. 
AsQUiTH,  Fife,  E.) :  My  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  lease  in  question.  No 
doubt  at  the  end  of  the  time -limit 
monopoly  value  will  have  to  be  paid  for 
the  re-grant  of  the  licence  of  the  licensed 
premises  which  are  included  with  certain 
other  trade  premises  in  the  lease  ;  but 
I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  that  any 
special  hardship  will  actually  arise. 
A  person  who  ten  years  ago  took  a  lease 
which  included  licensed  premises  for  a 
long  term,  such  as  ninety-nine  years, 
obviously  ought  to  have  taken,  and,  in 
all  probability  did  take,  into  considera- 
tion the  possibility  of  changes  being 
made  during  that  time  by  further  legis- 
lation in  the  conditions  affecting  the 
renewal  of  the  licence. 

♦Mr.  YOUNGER:  Would  not  the 
existing  holder  at  the  end  of  the  time 
limit  be  in 'a  more  difficult  position 
than  any  outsider  who  wanted  a  grant  V 
Would  he  not  be  handicapped  ? 
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Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  da  not  think  that 
follows ;  nor  is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Government.  It  is  a  particular  bargain 
in  each  particular  case. 

♦Mr.  younger  :  But  if  the  bargain 
is  made  and  cannot  be  undone  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  If  a  man  has  made 
an  improvident  bargain,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  the  business  of  the  State  to  remedy 
that. 

Autumn  Becess. 

Mr.  C.  B.  HAKMSWOKTH  (Wor- 
cestershire, Droitwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  m  a  position 
to  say  on  what  date  in  the  autumn  this 
House  will  resume  bushiess  after  the 
summer  recess. 

Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether,  for  the 
conveiiier.ee  of  those  Members  of  this 
House  whose  homes  are  at  a  distance,  he 
can  state  on  what  day  he  i)roposes  the 
House  should  rise  for  the  autumn  recess 
and  on  what  day  it  should  meet  for  the 
winter  session. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  hope  to  make  a 
statement  on  Friday. 

Tobacco  Orowing  in  England  and  Wales. 

Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  :  I  beg 
to  ask  tho  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is 
in  a  position  to  promise  for  next  year 
legislation  permitting  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco  in  England  and  "Wtilea, 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  make  any  statement  on  this  matter. 

The  Wholesale  Wine  Trade. 

Sir  ROBERT  llOBART  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in  view 
of  the  disturbing  effect  wyim  the  whole- 
sale wine  trade  of  Clause  "21  of  the  Licen- 
sing Bill,  he  can  see  his  way  to  distinguish 
between  the  wholesale  and  retail  sale, 
which  are  now  eipially  authorised  by  a 
wine-dealer's  licence,  so  that  the  holder 
of  a  wine-dealer's  licence,  who  would 
exclude  himself  and  could  be  excluded 
from  retail  sale,  could  be  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  Clause  21. 


Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  given  very 
careful  consideration  to  my  hoii.  frieLd*s 
suggestion,  but  its  adoption  would  necesii- 
tate  a  complete  revision  of  the  preseLt 
wine-dealers'  and  wine  retailers'  licences, 
and  this  would  be  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Licensing  Bill  now  before  Parliament. 
As  it  is  the  clear  intention  of  the  clause 
to  confine  the  Justices'  control  to  sale 
by  retail,  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
anticipated  that  they  woiUd  decline  to  give 
a  certificate  in  any  case  in  which  it  is 
established  that  the  trade  to  be  cairied 
on  is  to  be  of  an  exclusively  wholesale 
character. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  asked  on  wkt 
day  the  Lidian  Budget  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  think  probably  on 
the  22nd,  but  I  cannot  say  definitely. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Londoc) 
asked  what  was  the  business  for  Friday 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  already  stated 
that  w*e  propose  to  take  on  Friday  the 
usual  annual  Motion  for  suspension  of 
the  Eleven  o'clock  rule  for  the  remainder 
of  this  part  of  the  session.  This  vill 
afford  me  an  opportunity  of  making  s 
more  general  statement  as  to  the  further 
course  of  business.  After  that  is  over, 
we  intend,  if  necessary- — ^but  I  hope 
some  agreement  may  be  arrived  at  in  the 
inter\'al  which  will  make  it  unnecessary— 
to  propose  a  Procedure  Resolution  for 
dealing  with  the  remaining  stages  of  the 
Irish  Universities  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Should  that 
happy  augury  prove  to  be  well  founded, 
what  will  be  the  second  Order  ? 

Mr.  ASQLITH  :  Some  of  the  smaUer 
Bills.  I  will  tell  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  When 
is  it  proposed  to  take  the  Finance  Bill ! 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  would  rather  not 
say  at  present  when  the  remainiivg  stages 
of  the  Finance  Bill  will  be  taken.  I  will 
answer  on  Thursday  or  the  beginning  of 

next  week. 
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SELECTION. 
Ordered,    That  Mr.    Munro    Ferguson 
be  discharged  from   the  Committee   of 
Selection. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pirie  be  added  to  the 
Committee. — (Sir  William  Brampton  Gur- 
don,) 


COMMONS  (REGULATION  OF  TOWYN 
TREWAN  COMMON,  ANGLESEY). 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence  relative  thereto, 
brought  up,  and  read. 

Special  Report. brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  and  Special  Report  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  217.] 


NEW  BILLS, 


LOCAL     AUTHORITIES     (ADVERTISING) 
BILL. 

"  To  enable  Local  Authorities  to 
advertise  the  attractions  and  advantages 
of  their  districts,"  presented  by  Sir 
Thomas  Roe  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Godfrey 
Baring,  Mr.  Illingworth,  Mr.  William 
Lever,  Mr.  Nield,  Sir  Herbert  Roberts, 
Mr.  Luke  White,  Mr.  Harmood- Banner, 
and  Mr.  Alfred  Scott  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Weduesdav,  22nd  July, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  304.] 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SEWERS  AND  DRAINS) 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Public  Health  Acts 
with  respect  to  the  combined  drainage  of 
two  or  more  houses  belonging  to  the  same 
owner,"  presented  by  Mr.  Vivian  ;  sup- 
ported by  Lord  Robert  Cecil,  Mr.  Walters, 
Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  Bowles,  Sir  WiUiam 
Collins,  Mr.  Wat^rlow,  Sir  WiUiam  Bull, 
and  Viscount  Morpeth  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  305.] 

NATIONAL   MILITARY  TRAINING  (No. 
2)  HILL. 

♦Captain  KINCAID-SMITH  (War- 
wickshire, Stratford-on-Avon)  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces  Act,  1907, 
and  to  establish  national  military  training 
in  the  Territorial   Force.     He  said  the 
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measure  was  a  sequel  to  the  very  valuable 
framework  and  structure  created  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  his  great 
Territorial    Army    organisation    scheme, 
a  scheme  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not,  in  his  opinion,  received 
sufficient  credit,  although  it  would  always 
remain  connected  with  his  name  in  the 
same  way  as  the  name  of  Mr.  Cardwell 
was  associated  with  the  linked  battalion 
system.     In   fact  he  believed  that  the 
scheme  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
would  survive  and  be  a  monument  of  his 
administration.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  not  to  blame  for  failure  to  secure 
the  full  complement  of  men,  nor  must  he 
be  blamed  if  the  units  composing  the 
Territorial  Army  were  not  really  effective 
units.     No  one  could  make  bricks  with 
straw  and  no  one  could  make  the  units 
of  this  Army  real   effective   combatant 
units     with    the    material     at    present 
available.     The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
had     laid    the     foundation     and    built 
the  framework  of  a  great  scheme.     It 
was  now  for  the  coimtry,  by  consenting 
to  the  system  outlined  in  this  Bill,  to 
make    the    Territorial    Army    a    really 
effective  military  machine,  instead  of  a 
dangerous  sham.     He  had  tried  to  follow 
the  many  newspaper  criticisms  on  this 
,  scheme.     They  all  tended  in  one  direction 
— the  question  asked  was,  would  sufficient 
i  men   be   forthcoming  ?     Never    by   any 
chance  was  the  criticism  directed  to  the 
point  whether  the  units  would  be  effective 
and  competent.     He  had  also  asked  many 
hon.  Members  of  the  House  whether  they 
supported  the  Bill.     Some  of  them  com- 
plained that  it  was  an  inappropriate  and 
inopportune   time  for  bringing  it  in,  as 
they  wished  to  give  the  scheme  a  chance 
and  see  what  happened.      He  desired  to  be 
perfectly  logical  and  consistent.     They 
had  a  framework  for  the  Territorial  Army ; 
let  the  country  make  it  a  really  effective 
military  machine,  let  them  see  that  the 
i  units  were  effective  and  competent.    That 
was  the  object  of  the  Bill  which  he  was 
asking    leave    to    introduce.     The    first 
three    clauses    laid    it    down    that    any 
British  subject  domiciled  in  Great  Britain 
— the    Bill    did    not    include    Ireland — 
[Cries    of     *'  Why    not  ?  '']— should    be 
liable    at    the    age    of   eighteen    to    not 
more    than    forty-eight     days    military 
training,    at     the    age    of    nineteen    tti 
not     more     than     thirty     da\y,     and 
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Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon-  John 
Bumyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt."Rt.  Hon.  ThomaH 
Buxton,  Rt.  Hn.SydneyChaile8 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cauaton,Rt.Hn.  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
enhance,  Frederick  William 
Cheetham.  John  Frederick 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 
Cl3me8,  J.  R. 
Cobbold.  Felix  Thornley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collin8,Sir  Wm.J(S.Pancra8,W. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Coo{)or,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.  H(Sussex.E.Grinst'd 
Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 
Cullinan,  J. 
Curran,  Pctor  Francis 
DavicB,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 


Da  vies,  M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan   j 
Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Devlin,  Joseph 
Dewar, Arthur  (Edinburgh,S.) 
Dewar,Sir  J.  A.(Invemess-8h.) 
Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Duncan,  C.(Barrow-in-Fumes8 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,Govan 
Duiine,Major  E.M  art  in(  Walsall 
Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esfiieniont,  George  Biniie 
Everott,  R.  Lacey 
Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 
Fenwirk,  ( 'harles  j 

Ferens,  T.  R.  ■ 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  ■ 

i^^rench,  Peter 

Findlay,  Alexander  ' 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Glen-Coats,Sir  T.(Renfre\v,  W. ) 
Glendinniuu,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,  George  Pea body( Bath) 
Greenwood,  (r.  (Peterborouirhj 
(Jurdoii.Rt.Hii.SirWBnimpton 
(Jwynn.  Ste]>luMi  Luciu^^ 
Hnfl.  Frodfiii'k 
Harco'.irt ,  H*  H  n..  L.(  Rn-'M'udji '.i' 
Harrourl.  Hobrrt  V.iMoiUroM-) 
Har.lie,.!. Koir(Merthyr  Tydvii) 
Hardy,  Cc-orgc  A.  iSulioik) 
KarnUworth.' V-il  H.' Woro'r) 
Hart-l)a\ii'>.  T. 
Harvi'V.   V.  (J.  ('.  ;  Ri>  hda'.f^, 
Ha>iani,  .laiiu'-i  i  hri'by>hin'r 
HaMiani.  Lfwi--  'Monimmth) 
Ha  wort  li.  Arthur  A. 
Hazlotoii.  Hi.  l:aivl 
Heaton.  .Ii«!iii  Uontiiker 
Hrinmt'rdo.  Edward  George 
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Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  C-harlos  E.  H. 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holt,  Richard  Durning 
Hoi>e.  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Jacoby,  Sir  Jatnes  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
JoneSjSirD.  Brvnmor(Swan8ea ) 
.fones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kekewich.  Sir  George 
Kettle,  Thomas  ^lichael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamont,  Norman 
Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Layland-JBarratt,  Sir  Francis 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Levy,  Sir  Mauri'»e 
I^A^-is,  John  Herl)ert 
Long,Col.Chnr!e'4  W.(Eve8ham) 
Lund  on,  W. 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.AL(Falkirk  B'^shs) 
Mac Nei  11, John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  oeremiah(Do^a.,S.) 
Mac Veigh,Charles  (DonegaI,E. ) 
M'C^allum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  Sir  Geor«e 
MLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Marnham,  F.  J. 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
^ieelian,Frarcis  PI.(Leit  rim,  N. ) 
Men.'.ios,  Walter 
Molteuo.  Penv  Aljiort 
Mond.  A. 

M<)m»y.  L.  (J.  Cinozza 
Moouey.  J.  J. 

Morgar,  (J.  Hav  (Cornwall) 
Morrell,  Phili])' 
Miirnaghan.  (M'orge 
Murphy.  Jt)hn  (Kerry,  East) 
Murray,  ,/ames  (AI)erdeen,E.; 
^fycr,  Horatio 

Nannolti.  Jo«je;»h  P. 

Xi*'holls,  (^eor^''? 

Ni«'hoUon,('har.e>N.(Doncast*r 

Noian.  Joseph 

Niigent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nus«<oy,  Tlioinas  Wiilans 

O'Brien.  Willii>m  (Cork) 

(VCounor.  John  (Kildare.  N.) 

G'Dohcrty.  P!ii;i]> 

O'Shauvd.ne.ssy.  P.  J. 

Parkier.  Jamr>  (Halifax) 

Partinifton.  O^ANaid 

P'Msi'.  J.  A.  (Saffron  Waldon) 

Phil.i]».  .Fohn  (l^)nj!ford,  S.) 
.   PiukersLnii.  Edwan.!  Hare 
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Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Ponsonhy,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,C.E.(Edinb'gh.Contral) 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Rainy,  A.  Rollnnd 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,\Valter  Ru»seH(S'*arboro') 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  K.  ( Waterf ord ) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
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RobinRon,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Ruche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Xewman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentfurd) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton-nnder-Lyiir 
Sears,  J.  £. 
Scavorns,  J.  H. 
Seely,  (Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Bail 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  ThomaK  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donalrt  ^(aokenzie 
Smyth,ThomaM  F.(L.eitrLin,  S.> 
SoarcR,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley ,Hn.  A.(LyuIph(CheslL> 
Stewart,  Halle v  (Greenock) 
Strachey.  Sir  Edward 
Strai.%  B.  S.  (Mile  En'l) 
Strauss.  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Sutherland.  J.  E. 
Taylor, John  W.  (Dorham) 
Taylor,Theodore  C.(Radciifie) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  £.* 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
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Tomkinson,  Jame:^ 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelj-an,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
\'ivian,  Henry 

Walker,  H.  de  R.  (Leicester) 
Ward, John  (Stoke-npon-Tm! 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,R  t .  Hn£.  (Clackmamun 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orkiiei  > 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Xorfolk) 
White,  J.D.(DnmbartoiisUiv, 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Wileft,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexandei 
Williams,  J.  (Glamoisu) 
Williams,  OsnoadfUmsMtki 
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Williamson,  A. 
Wil8oii,tenry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John <Durham,  Mid.) 


{7  July  1908} 

Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  r.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
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Tellbbs  fob  the  Nobs — Mr. 
Harold  Cox  and  Mr.  Maddi- 


OLDAGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Ab   amended  (in   Committee  and  on 
re-committal),  considered. 
New  clause — 

**  The  trade  or  business  of  pension  agent 
who  offers  to  obtain  or  to  try  and  obtain 
pensions  for  other  persons  for  payment  or 
reward  shall  be  illegal,  and  such  agents  shall 
be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  of  not 
exceeding  £50,  or  to  imprisonment  for  not 
•exceeding  six  months." — {Mr.  Fell.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Me.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth)  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  clause  said  the 
Bill  contained  no  provision  whatever 
in  regard  to  pension  agents.  It  had  been 
found  in  practice  in  other  countries  that 
an  undesirable  class  of  persons  had  sprung 
up  who  followed  a  kind  of  profession  or 
business  as  pension  agents.  They  offered 
their  services  in  helping  people  to  obtain 
pensions  in  consideration  of  receiving 
reward  or  payment  of  some  kind,  or  a 
share  of  the  pensions  obtained,  or  it  might 
be  the  first  year's  pension.  He  did  not 
wish  to  suggest  that  Clause  6  (old-age 
pensions  to  be  inalienable)  would  not 
provide  a  certain  amount  of  remedy 
against  cases  of  that  kind.  But  the 
provisions  of  that  clause  would  not  pre- 
vent the  friends  of  people  who  might 
be  likely  to  get  pensions  from  offering  to 
an  agent  £5,  or  some  other  sum,  to  get  a 
pension  for  this  or  that  person.  He 
would  suppose  a  case  which  would  happen 
very  frequently.  In  the  case  of  an  old 
woman,  not  strong-minded,  an  agent 
might  go  to  her  and  ask  her  age.  She 
might  say,  perfectly  honestly,  that  she 
did  not  know  her  age.  In  reply  to 
further  questions  by  the  agent  the  old 
woman  might  state  that  she  was  nearly 
seventy,  and  that  she  was  born  say,  in 
London.  The  agent  would  then  proceed 
to  obtain  a  certificate  of  the  woman's 
birth  at  Somerset  House.  He  would 
produce  it  to  the  old  woman  as  a  certificate 
of  her  birth,  and  upon  that  he  would  take 
st^ps  for  obtaining  a  pension  for  her. 
He  believed  that  that  was  the  kind  of 
case  which  arose  in  other  countries  where 
pensions  were  given.  It  was  notorious 
that  in  the  United  States  the  business  of 
j^ension  agents  had  assumed  large  dimen- 


sions. It  was  really  a  scandal  there,  and 
in  numerous  cases  the  agents  were  paid 
the  first  year's  pension  for  their  services 
in  obtaning  the  pension.  That  was  a 
class  of  business  which  he  was  sure  the 
Treasury  would  not  wish  to  encourage 
in  this  country,  but  if  it  was  once  estab- 
lished, it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed 
to  stop  it.  Unless  they  passed  some 
such  clause  as  that  which  he  proposed, 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  theTreasury 
to  make  regulations  to  prevent  the  evil 
which  was  certain  to  grow  up. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER  -  GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  seconded  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  was 
not  so  apprehensive  of  the  danger 
referred  to  as  the  hon.  Member  seemed 
to  be.  The  conditions  in  America  were 
different.  There  an  applicant  had  to 
put  in  some  form  of  declaration  that  he 
was  a  veteran  who  had  passed  through 
the  Civil  War.  It  was  a  difficult  and  a 
complicated  business  which  required  a 
good  deal  of  ingenuity,  and  he  could  quite 
understand  that  a  business  had  grown 
up.  But  he  did  not  think  the  business 
of  pension  agent  had  been  set  up  in 
(Germany,  Denmark,  the  Colonies,  or 
in  any  other  country  where  there  were  old- 
age  pension  schemes.  If  the  hon.  Member 
had  been  able  to  quote  cases  from  these 
countries,  they  would  have  been  much 
more  germane  to  the  particular  clause 
which  he  had  proposed.  If  these  pension 
agents  were  established  in  this  country 
with  a  view,  not  of  helping  the  popula- 
tion, but  rather  of  circumventing  the 
law,  he  thought  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Grovernment  to  consider 
at  an  early  stage  whether  something 
like  what  the  hon.  Member  proposed 
should  not  be  done,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  they  should  anticipate  results  such 
as  those  which  had  occurred  in  America. 
He  thought  the  new  clause  they  were  now 
considering  would  affect  people  who  were 
perfectly  innocent.  It  would  prevent 
applicants  from  getting  the  assistance 
of   members   of   friendly   societies  with 
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which    they    were    connected.     If    they , 
ticccpted  this   clause   there   was  just   a  , 
little  danger  of  that  kind  of  help  being  ' 
withheld.       With  all  submission  he  did  i 
not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  introduce 
such  a  clause  into  the  Bill.    There  would 
be     the    very     severe    punishment    for 
a  crime  which  he  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member    would    find    would    really    be  i 
committed    in    this    comitry.     And    he 
did  not  think  it  was  well  to  invent  a  new  ' 
crime.     For  that  and  other  reasons  he  , 
thought  that  on  the  whole  it  was  not  : 
desirable  to  accept  the  Amendment.        ! 

I 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  (Kildare,  N.)  | 
said  he  opposed  the  principle  ofj  this  j 
Amendment  altogether.  To  accept  it  j 
would  be  going  back  to  ancient  times. 
There  were  laws  on  the  Statute-book 
which  were  obsolete,  and  much  mischief ! 
might  be  done  by  their  being  brought ! 
into  operation.  He  would  point  out.  ! 
AS  an  ajialogy,  that  Parliament  passed  | 
a  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  in " 
1 906  which  was  a  cojitinuation  of  the  ' 
Act  of  1897.  They  might  as  well  not' 
have  passed  that  law  so  far  as  several  j 

i 


liundred  thousands  of  workmen  were 
concerned,  because  they  had  not  the 
assistance  of  trade  unions  or  friendly  j 
s  x-ieties  to  give  them  an  opportunity  i 
of  using  the  laws  which  Parliament  had  ' 
]»ut  on  the  Statute-book,  and  which ' 
had,  therefore,  become  utterly  inopera- 
t^'e  to  those  who  had  not  a  society 
behind  them.  There  had  growni  up  a 
number  of  legal-aid  societies,  legitimately 
established  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  vast  number  of  men  who  were  not 
members  of  trade  unions  or  other  friendly 
societies.  What  mischief  had  been  done 
by  those  legal- ait  I  societies  I  None. 
The  societies  were  paid  by  results : 
tie  Coiuity  Court  Judges  knew  of  their 
existence  and  saw  no  harm  in  them. 
n  a  poor  widow,  so  gra])hically  pictured 
by  the  hon.  Member,  did  tret  a  pension 
by  the  aid  of  a  ptMision  agent,  what 
harm  would  be  done  ^  She  would  not 
g*t  the  pension  if  she  had  not  some 
r.siht  to  it,  and  if  she  was  aided  in  aettinii 
the  jHMision  by  a  pension  ajxent  that 
]>ension  airent  was  doim;  irood  work 
bt>th  for  her  and  the  country,  for  she 
would  not  have  been  able  to  establish 
her  title  to  the  f»tMisit>n  by  her  own 
lui  aided     n^sounvs.       Tht*     Amendment 


would  revert  to  an  obsolete  principle, 
and  he  opposed  its  incorporation  into 
the  Bill. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  that  the  clause  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Great  Yarmouth  proposed 
would  in  no  way  prevent  a  trade  iHiion 
or  friendly  society  from  rendering  legal 
assistance  in  establishing  a  claim  to  a 
pension.  The  clause  was  only  directed 
against  offers  to  obtain  a  pension  for 
reward  or  pecuniary  recompense.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Kildare  had  drawn 
attention  to  the  fact  that  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Acts  a  Urge 
nimiber  of  people  came  forward  to  urge 
the  claims  of  workmen  who  had  been 
injured  which  they  thought  ought  to  come 
under  those  Acts.  He  had  had  some  ex- 
perience of  the  working  of  those  Acts 
and  he  believed  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  agree  with  him  when  he 
said  that  there  were  a  certain  number 
of  solicitors  who  made  it  a  business  to  fff> 
to  men  who  were  injured  and  prevent 
them  accepting  legitimate  compensation 
from  their  employers  because  they  said 
that  if  they  took  the  case  up  and  went 
into  Court  they  would  get  higher  com- 
pensation. The  result  was  that  these 
injured  men  frequently  lost  what  thev 
might  have  gained  but  for  the  inter\'entioD 
of  the  solicitor,  while  in  other  cases  men 
got  compensation  to  which  they  were 
not  entitled.  There  were  solicitors  who 
induced  people  to  make  exaggerated 
claims  imder  the  Acts,  and  those  who 
suffered  were  the  great  employers.  In 
the  (^ase  of  pensions,  however,  it  would 

be  the  Treasury  and  hence  the  tax- 
payers who  would  suffer,  because  there 
would  be  more  chance  of  sympathy  being 
shown  to  a  person  who  was  anzions 
to  obtain  a  pension  illegally.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  given  a  mort 
extraordinary  reason  for  opposing  the 
Amendment.  The  right  hon.  Gentfenun 
had  said  that  in  other  countries,  and  he 
instanced  Germany,  there  were  no  suck 
Regulation  as  that  proposed  in  the 
Amendment.  But  in  Germany  then 
was  a  contributory  pension  system,  and 
the  man  had  a  right  to  his  pension. 
Here  they  had  no  right  to  a  pennon* 
and   it    was.    therefore,   necessanr  that 

omerhini:  of  the  sort  embodied  in  ^ 
Amendment     should    be    puMd.     Ife 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  alluded 
to  the  case  of  America  where  people  ob- 
tained pensions  to  which  they  had  no 
right.     There  was  not  the  slightest  doub 
that  the  same  thing  would  occur  here 
unless  they  had  a  clause  ot  this  sort  in 
the  Bill.     As  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston 
had    said,    under  this    Bill    the  biggest 
liar  would  get  the  biggest  pension  ;    and 
it   was   to   prevent   that   that   his   hon. 
friend  had  brought  forward  this  clause. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  on  further  con- 
sideration, would  withdraw  his  objection 
to  the  clause.     The  right  hon.   Gentle- 
man had  not  brought  forward  a  single 
fact  to  show  that  the  clause  would  not 
be  operative.     Indeed,  he  had  admitted 
that  in  his  opinion  it  might  be  necessary 
to   introduce  such  a  clause,  but  that  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  do  so  now, 
because  it  might  give  what  he  called  a 
statutory  hint  to   people   to  start  this 
business.     That  would  not  be  necessary, 
because  in  these  bad  times  when  it  was 
very  difficult  to  get  a  livelihood  of  any 
description  at  all,  there  would  be  any 
number  of  people  on  the  look  out  for 
such  business.     Besides,   the  hint  would 
already   have    been   given   through   the 
Press  describing  the  clause  moved  by  his 
hon.   friend.     He   believed   that   in   the 
interests  of  economy  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  some  clause  in  the  Bill  to 
this   effect ;    and   at   any  rate  it   coulc^ 
not   do   any  harm  to  anybody.     It  had 
been   said   that   it   would    prevent   any 
friendly  society  or  any  person  actuated 
-by  benevolent   motives   or   any   person 
having  an  interest  in   the  claim   for  a 
pension  acting  legitimately  for  reward  ; 
but  all  that  his  hon.  friend  wanted  was 
to  prevent  a  business   being  set   up   by 
persons  who  would  enter  into  a  stipula- 
tion with  a  claimant  that  he  could  get 
him  a  pension  of  £13  if  he  would  give 
him  so  much  a  year  out  of  it  for  doing 
so.     The    Chancellor   of   the  Exchequer 
had  said  that  in  America  a  claimant  for 
a  pension  had  to  prove  that  he  was  des- 
cended from  one  who  had  been  in  the 
war  ;    but  here   the  case   was  that  the 
claimant  had  to  prove  his  or  her  age. 
In    Ireland    there    was    no    compulsory- 
registration  until    1860,    so   that    there 
was   at   once    an    inmiense   opportunity 
for  fraud.     Then   a  man  had  to   prove 
that  he    had    worked  according   to  his 


opportunities  and  needs.  There  was 
nothing  to  prevent  a  man  coming  for- 
ward and  saying  that  he  would  prove  it 
if  the  claimant  shared  with  him  his  old- 
age  pension.  Of  course,  that  man  could 
not  legally  recover  the  money  promised 
by  the  recipient  of  the  pension,  but  there 
might  be  any  number  of  occasions 
whereby  an  extremely  clever  man  might 
throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  Imperial 
officer  who  was  to  be  the  sole  arbitrator 
in  the  case  for  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  For  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  a  large 
amount  of  business  to  transact,  his 
mind  was  occupied  in  other  directions, 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  give  the 
necessary  attention  to  circumvent  appli- 
cations of  that  sort.  He  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  give  a  little  more  con- 
sideration to  this  clause  and  allow  it 
at  any  rate  to  have  a  Second  Reading 
so  that,  if  necessary,  they  might 
amend  the  clause  in  Committee  and 
make  it  palatable  to  the  ight  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (DubUn,  S.) 
hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  reconsider  his  decision.  This 
was  a  practical  difficulty  that  had  to 
be  met,  not  an  imaginary  one.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  speak 
very  definitely  when  rejecting  the 
clause ;  he  put  his  reasons  upon  grounds 
that  could  not  be  influenced  by  the 
phraseology.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  told  them  that  the  clause  would 
interfere  with  the  operations  of  friendly 
societies,  who  would  be  unable  to  get 
pensions  for  their  clients.  But  the 
case  met  by  the  new  clause  was  where 
a  fee  or  reward  was  given  for  the 
express  services  rendered.  That  would 
not  be  the  ca^e  with  friendly  societies, 
who  would  offer  to  do  the  work 
for  their  members  gratuitously.  Then 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
that  the  penalties  sought  to  be  imposed 
were  very  heavy,  but  he  might  point  out 
that  the  fine  was  not  to  exceed  £50  and 
that  the  imprisonment  was  not  to  be  for 
more  than  six  months.  That  left  it  open  to 
impose  a  small  fine  or  imprisonment  for 
a  short  time.     The  reasons  given  by  the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  rejecting 
the  clause  were  not  conclusive.  He  did 
not  know  what  information  had  reached 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  he  had 
heard  ot  many  cases  where  people  were 
going  about  to  friends  in  their  locality 
urging  that  they  should  engage  those 
who  had  better  education  and  better 
means  of  interpreting  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment to  help  them  in  getting  over 
the  difficulties  in  obtaining  a  pension. 
The  hon.  Member  forKildare  had  opposed 
the  Amendment  on  grounds  quite  different 
from  those  put  forward  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  He  apparently  wanted 
people  to  take  up  these  questions  and  get 
the  pension  for  people  who  would  not 
otherwise  get  it  because  of  the  difficulties 
of  stating  their  case.  But  they  would 
take  up  bad  cases  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fee  or  reward.  These  pensions  were  to 
be  the  solatium  of  the  aged  deserving 
poor,  and  it  was  not  intended  that  the 
fees  for  obtaining  the  pension  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  pension  grant.  There 
was  no  need  for  any  such  business 
under  the  German  system.  There  it 
was  only  necessary  for  the  appli- 
cants to  prove  that  they  had  lived 
a  certain  time  under  certain  conditions ; 
the  pen^■ion  being  a  contributory  one 
they  simply  produced  the  papers  on 
which  were  records  of  their  lives.  The 
moment  an  Act  of  Parliament  like  this, 
which  required  a  great  deal  of  interpre- 
tation, was  passed,  an  Act  which  exposed 
many  applicants  to  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  in  making  their  application 
good,  they  were  bound  to  have  a  certain 
class  of  persons  rising  into  existence 
who  would  say  to  them  :  "If  you  will 
entrust  your  case  to  me,  for  a  certain  sum 
I  will  get  you  a  pension  which  you  would 
not  otherwise  obtain."  That  was  not 
the  purpose  for  which  the  pensions  were 
to  be  granted.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  admitted  that  that  state 
of  things  might  arise,  but  said  let  them 
wait  until  it  did  arise  and  then  deal  with 
it.  That  seemed  to  him  rather  like 
waiting  until  the  steed  was  stolen  before 
locking  the  stable.  They  believed  rather 
that  prevention  was  better  than  cure 
and  that  if  this  t^vil  was  likely  to  grow  up 
j)rovisiou  should  be  made  against  it. 

*Mr.  ELLIS  DA  VIES  (Carnarvonshire. 

Eilioi])  (juite  agn*ed  that  difficulties  might 

Mr,  jyalter  Lomj, 


arise  if  gentlemen  were  allowed  to  make 
exorbitant  charges  for  the  services  thev 
rendered  to  persons  appl3dng  for  pensiom. 
But  there  was  the   other    side    of  the 
question    to    be    looked    at ;   applicants 
might    meet    with,    great    diflicidty  in 
making  their    applications.     There   was 
the   difficulty  of  tracing  the    place  and 
entry  of  birth  and  th  •  greater  difficulty 
of  identifying  a   person    over   sixty-five 
years   of  age.     In  the  practice    of  bl* 
profession    he    had    often     found    the 
greatest   difficulty  in    proving  that  the 
person   referred    to   in    a    certificate  of 
birth  was  the  person  who  was  making 
a  claim.     Under  those   circumstancea  it 
was  often  necessary  to  get  a  declaration  of 
identity — to  prove  the  identity  of  the  ap- 
plicant with  the  person  mentioned  in  the 
c  ertific  ate,  and  this  assistance  could  not  he 
obtained  save  on  payment.     If,  however, 
the  operations  of  pension  agents  were  not 
fioing   to  be    prohibited    they   ought  in 
his  opinion  to  be  carefully  limited.    To 
make   the   trade   of   pension   agents   a 
criminal  offence  was  going  too  far;  on 
the  other  hand  it  would  be  unwise  to 
allow  pension  agents  to  make  exorbitant 
charges,     and  the   purpose   which    the 
mover  of  the  Amendment  had   m  view 
would  be  met   if  the  costs  were   made 
irrecoverable,  as  they   were    under  the 
Workmen's    Compensation    Act,    unless 
certified  as  reasonable  by  the  registrar 
of  the  County  Court. 

♦Mr.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) 
pointed  out  that  there  would  also  be 
extraordinary  difficulty  in  many  ca«6 
in  calculating  the  means  of  applioants 
for  pensions  as  required  by  Claiiae  4, 
and  lawless  other  people  were  allowed 
to  do  it  for  them  h?  was  afraid  many 
poor  persons  would  find  the  difficulties 
of  Clause  4  insuperable.  Many  of 
them  kiiew  how  difficult  it  was  to  do 
this  for  the  purposes  of  the  income-tax. 
If  those  calcidations  were  not  done 
carefully  that  might  be  the  cause  of 
pensions  being  refused  which  in  other 
cases  would  be  granted.  The  penoo, 
therefore,  who  carried  through  the  appli- 
cation for  a  pension  surely  desemd 
something.  It  would  be  most  difficult 
if  the  claim  was  successful  to  find  ont 
whether  the  aspistance  was  given  for  a  fee 
or  reward,  because  if  the  payment  wts 
delaved    for    some    months    after  ike 
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application  was  made  and  the  pension  was 
given  it  would  be  impossible  to  prove  it. 
Personally  he  thought  there  was  a  very 
strong  objection  to  the  Amendment,  and 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cestershire, E.)  said  that  undoubtedly  there 
were  very  difficult  and  complicated 
questions  which  would  have  to  be  deter- 
mined before  a  pension  could  be  secured. 
The  questions  were  in  some  cases  not 
only  intrinsically  difficult  in  themselves, 
but  would  be  also  difficult  owing  to  the 
<iifficulty  of  tracing  the  relevant  facts — 
where,  for  instance,  persons  were  uncer- 
tain as  to  the  place  of  their  birth.  It 
would  be  quite  impossible  for  many  of 
the  poor  people  who  ought  to  receive 
the  benefits  of  the  Bill  to  prepare  im- 
helped  whatever  papers  would  be  neces- 
sary. They  would  probably  not  under- 
stand the  questions  addressed  to  them 
on  the  Government  form.  They  must 
have  assistance,  and  the  question  was, 
how^was  that  assistance  to  be  given  with 
the  greatest  advantage  to  the  pensioner. 
There  would  always  be  a  great  deal  of 
voluntary  assistance  where  people  went 
to  seek  it.  He  wished  the  Government 
would  instruct  the  pension  officer  that 
it  was  part  of  his  business  to  facilitate  as 
much  as  he  could  the  making  of  claims 
by  bona  fide  applicants.  The  claim 
would  be  tested  by  him,  but  it  should  also 
be  part  of  his  duty  to  assist  the  applicant 
to  set  down  the  relevant  facts.  What  he 
was  afraid  of  was  the  people  who  might 
make  it  their  business  to  tout  for  this 
work,  because,  although  they  might  only 
make  good  claims,  it  was  very  questionable 
whether  a  great  many  bad  claims  would 
not  be  dressed  up  to  pass  muster.  He 
was  afraid  that  these  touts,  in  the  case 
of  a  good  claim  which,  with  a  little  volun- 
tary assistance  and  a  little  application, 
would  carry  the  pension,  would  tell  the 
applicant :  "  You  will  not  get  your  pen- 
sion unless  you  put  your  claim  in  legal 
language."  These  persons  were  prone  to 
believe  these  things  when  told  by  such 
people,  and  that  would  be  unfortunate. 
If  that  were  so,  and  if  the  clause  went 
further  than  was  intended,  still  there 
were  very  many  interesting  suggestions, 
a  valuable  one  being  that  of  the  hon. 
Member   below  the  gangway  opposite. 


They  had  not  heard  the  Government 
on  that  subject,  but  he  thought  it  was 
well  worthy  of  their  attention,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  what  their  views 
were.  He  understood  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  leave  it  to  the  Committee  ; 
he  did  not  quite  know  what  the  hon. 
Member's  suggestion  was. 

♦Mr.  ELLIS  DAVIES  said  his  sugges- 
tion was  that  no  payment  for  work  done 
in  assisting  an  old  person  to  obtain  a 
pension  was  to  be  made,  unless  the  regis- 
trar of  the  County  Court  certified  the 
amount  as  reasonable. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
that  in  this  case  there  was  no  reference  to 
the  County  Court.  The  Grovemment  had 
done  their  best  to  eliminate  recourse  to 
the  law  xmder  the  Bill,  and  had  deliber- 
ately refused  to  grant  anjr  appeal  to  a 
Court  of  law  for  reasons  which  they  had 
themselves  set  forth.  Whether  the  regis- 
trar of  the  County  Court  would  be  the 
best  authority  to  whom  to  go,  he  did  not 
know  ;  he  did  not  profess  to  have  know- 
ledge enough  to  speak  definitely  on 
that  subject.  At  any  rate,  if  people 
were  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  business 
of  procuring  pensions  for  old  people, 
he  suggested  that  their  charges  should 
be  subject  to  disallowance,  or,  indeed, 
not  recoverable  unless  allowed  by  some 
independent  authority,  whether  the  pen- 
sion officer  or  the  registrar  of  the  County 
Court.  He  thought  the  point  was  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  it  might  get  them 
out  of  a  difficulty  which  othen^-ise  might 
lead  to  a  great  deal  of  hardship  among 
poor  people. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  thought  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  splitting  straws  on  this 
question.  This  clause  was  entirely  un- 
necessary, and  might  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  blackmailing  if  it  were  adopted. 
A  poor  person,  who  wanted  his  claim 
made  out,  might  go  to  a  recognised 
solicitor  to  get  it  prepared  for  him. 
After  the  solicitor  had  done  the  work, 
the  poor  person  might  repudiate  his 
claim  for  payment,  saying  that  the 
solicitor  had  touted  for  the  business,  and 
the  unfortunate  solicitor  who  had  done 
the  work  might  very  likely  be  heavily 
fined,  or   possibly    even    sent   to    gaol. 
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Such  a  clause  as  that  now  proposed 
would  really  tend  to  blackmailing,  and 
he  was  sure  would  have  a  very  bad 
effect  in  the  country  at  large.  Hon. 
Members  seemed  to  forget  that  it  was 
a  part  of  the  Government  scheme  that 
there  should  be  a  pension  committee  and 
a  pension  officer,  and  he  was  sure  that 
they  might  rest  satisfied  to  leave  the 
matter  in  their  hands,  and  not  endeavour 
to  pass  a  clause  of  this  sort  which  could 
only  lead  to  complications  and  troubles 
in  the  future. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  D.  FABER  (York)  said 
he  could  not  but  feel  that  a  great  difficulty 
surrounded  this  question  when  one  put 
oneself  into  the  position  of  a  poor  person 
who  applied  for  the  pension.  The 
House  must  not  forget  that  in  regard 
to  these  pensions  they  were  dealing 
largely  with  an  uneducated  class.  That 
class  would  find  itself  surrounded  at  the 
very  beginning  by  what  an  hon. 
Gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  House 
had  pictorially  described  as  "  wire- 
entanglements."  At  ever}"  point,  prac- 
tically, there  was  a  difficulty  under  the 
Bill.  The  first  st«p  was  the  production 
of  the  birth  certificate.  As  had  been 
pointed  out,  that  was  by  no  means  an 
easy  matter.  It  was  no  easy  matter  for 
an  applicant  in  a  low  condition  of  life  to 
prove  where  he  was  bom.  He  was  not 
referring  to  the  case  of  an  applicant  in  a 
country  village,  where  people  of  position 
knew  him.  He  was  thinking,  rather,  of 
the  applicant  who  lived  in  a  slum  of  one 
of  our  great  towns.  Such  an  applicant 
often  had  not  the  remotest  idea  where  he 
was  born.  He  did  not  know  what  steps 
to  take,  not  being  a  highly-educated 
man,  and  he  could  not  make  the  applica- 
tion on  his  own  initiative.  On  the  point 
as  to  the  birth  certificate  alone,  he  was 
content  to  rest  his  argument.  The 
applicant,  unable  to  take  steps  himself, 
must  call  in  skilled  advice,  and  unless  he 
was  careful  he  would  fall  into  the  pit. 
Suppose  a  professional  tout  took  up  his 
case.  He  would  go  to  the  poor  man 
in  the  slums,  and  say,  "  You  are  over 
seventy  years  of  age  ;  I  will  prove  it  for 
you  and  get  you  a  pension  of  58.  a  week, 
but  you  must  give  me  some  of  it."  The 
applicant  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
tout.  If  he  did  not  employ  him  he 
would  get  nothing  at  all,  and  he  was  not  I 
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able  to  protect  himself.  Therefore,  ther 
wanted  to  guard  against  his  being  at  the 
mercy  of  the  tout,  and  he  understood 
that  was  the  object  of  his  hon.  friend'» 
clause.  At  the  same  time,  he  must 
frankly  say  that  he  did  not  think  the 
clause  as  it  stood  met  the  case,  becauae. 
although  it  sought  to  discountenance  the 
professional  tout,  yet  they  all  desicd 
that  the  applicant  should  have  the  benefit 
of  the  Act.  He  would  like  to  hear  thit 
a  solicitor  could  be  called  in.  But 
solicitors  were  only  human,  and  thtv 
would  require  to  be  paid  for  their  wort 
The  solicitor  might  be  tbe  most  honour- 
able man  in  the  world — as  solicitors  weif 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases — but  he 
would  expect  to  be  paid  for  his  work, 
and  would  of  course  be  entitled  to  his 
remuneration.  But  there,  again,  they  nuut 
be  careful  of  the  risk  of  overburdeninf 
the  pension  with  legal  expenses.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  below  the  gangwir 
opposite,  a  Member  from  one  of 
the  Welsh  constituencies,  had  made 
a  suggestion  following  on  the  lin» 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act, 
that  no  costs  for  work  done  in 
assisting  an  applicant  should  be  re- 
coverable unless  the  registrar  or  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  certified  that  thej 
were  proper  costs  to  be  recovered. 
But  under  this  Bill  they  were  not  con- 
cerned with  the  County  Court.  It  to 
one  of  the  anomalies  of  this  measure  thit 
they  had  a  dual  authority,  but  neither 
part  of  it  really  judicial.  First  of  all 
they  had  an  officer  who  was  called  on  the 
one  hand  a  high  Imperial  officer,  and  on 
the  other  hand  an  Excise  officer.  As  he 
had  pointed  out  the  other  day  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee,  his  funetioii 
ceased  when  he  had  collected  informatioB 
about  the  applicant,  and  the  pennn 
committee  were  the  judges,  sulqeet  te 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Althov^ 
he  thought  the  suggestion  of  the  hiOD. 
Member  an  admirable  one,  he  did  not  Me 
how  it  was  going  to  be  put  in  a  Bill  of 
this  sort,  unless  they  left  the  penfloi 
committee  to  decide  whether  the  eoiti 
incurred  were  properly  recovenU^ 
He  wished  the  Chancellor  of  the  Es* 
chequer  would  allow  the  clause  to  ht 
read  a  second  time,  and  tJhen  they  oodi 
remedy  its  imperfections.  He  Bfftld 
that  it  would  not  do  as  it  stood.  Btt^t 
they  went  forward  and  turned  A»  l|l 
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into  an  Act  without   doing  anything  at  j 
all   to    protect    these    poor    applicants  | 
against    the    rapacity    of    a    class   that 
was  certain  to  arise  to  take  advantage  of  I 
their     weakness,     he     thought      before 
long     that     they     would     find       they 
had    made    a    very    grievous    mistake.  | 

I 
♦Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) ; 
oaid  that,  having  heard  the  arguments  in 
support  of  this  clause,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  should  be  justified  in  j 
opposing  it  and  voting  against  it.  He 
did  not  think  that  it  had  any  real  bearing  i 
on  the  question.  As  he  understood  it 
the  reference  was  to  services  rendered 
for  payment  or  reward.  But  they  knew 
that  these  people  would  be  assisted 
by  trade  union  and  other  officials  to 
get  the  pension,  and  there  would  be  no 
question  of  payment  or  reward  at  all. 
As  imder  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act,  where  they  assisted  applicants  to 
get  their  claims  put  through  without  any 
thought  of  reward,  so  it  would  be  imder 
this  Act.  The  Act  might  be  left  to  be 
tried,  and  if  it  needed  something  of  this 
sort,  it  might  be  drafted  later  on.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  most  of  the  poor  persons 
who  applied  for  the  pension  would  be  oh 
the  Poor  Law  ;  probably  50  per  cent,  of 
those  of  seventy  years  of  age  would  be  on 
the  Poor  Law.  The  Poor  Law  guardians 
would  iji  their  own  interest  seek  to  keep 
old  people  off  the  Poor  Law  and  get  them 
on  to  the  pension  list.  Then  these  pen- 
sions would  very  soon  become  known 
amongst  the  people,  and  he  assumed  the 
Treasury  or  someone  else  would  make  the 
necessary  simple  arrangements  whereby 
the  poor  people  might  get  assisted  in 
making  their  claim.  They  would  get  .a 
form  at  the  Post  Office  which  would  be 
of  the  simplest  possible  description  and 
instructions  as  to  where  the  pension  officer 
was  located  so  that  he  would  be  available 
and  probably  readily  accessible,  and 
would  instruct  them  how  to  get  their 
pensions.  There  might,  however,  be 
some  cases  iji  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  get  outside  advice,  and  he  would  like 
to  ask  hon.  Members  above  the  gangway 
why  not.  He  was  not  in  favour  of 
touting  agents.  He  remembered  when 
on  the  Departmental  Committee  inquiry 
into  the  Compensation  Act  a  good  deal 
of  abuse  was  revealed,  especially  in  the 
laige  industrial  centres,  where  a  certain 


kind  of  lawyer  went  about  touting  for 
cases.  He  wanted  to  avoid  that  and 
not  encourage  it,  but  why  should  they 
prevent  trade  unions  or  friendly  societies 
of  these  old  people  if  they  thought 
proper  from  paying  a  man  whose  profes- 
sional advice  might  be  necessary  and  who 
might  get  them  £13  per  year  ?  At  all 
events  it  did  not  seem  to  be  such  a  great 
danger,  even  if  it  were  the  case  that  in  a  few 
instances  £3  might  be  exacted  for  the  £13 
per  year.  He  was  not  disposed  at  that 
juncture  to  burden  the  Act  and  make  it 
more  complicated  than  it  was  by  inserting 
the  proposed  clause.  He  would  rather 
leave  it  to  take  its  chance  in  the  mean- 
time, and  then  if  these  dangers  were 
revealed  he  would  be  prepared  to  votp^ 
for  such  a  clause. 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
said  that  all  the  difficulties  on  this  matter 
really  arose  because  the  Government  had 
not  told  them  what  machinery  they  in- 
tended  to  pro\4de  for  getting  pensions  for 
these  old  people.  The  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  imagined  a  series  of 
regulations  which  he  thought  the  Grovem- 
ment  were  going  to  put  into  force.  The 
hon.  Member  might  have  seen  those 
regulations  which  had  been  kept  from  the 
rest  of  the  House,  and  in  the  absence  of 
which  it  was  quite  impossible  to  estimate 
the  machinery  of  the  Bill.  It  might  be  a 
workable  or  an  unworkable  Bill.  It 
entirely  depended  on  the  machinery* 
He  found  it  very  difficult  to  know  how 
these  people  were  going  to  succeed  if  they 
had  no  means  of  going  to  the  supposed 
place  of  their  birth,  not  accurately  known 
to  them.  He  was  left  in  absolute  per- 
plexity  as  to  whether  they  were  doing  the 
best  thing  for  these  old  pensioners  in 
having  this  clause  or  not.  They  were 
clearly  doing  the  best  for  them  in  having 
^>uch  a  clause  in  if  some  machinery 
was  provided  by  the  Government  which 
would  enable  the  investigation  to  be 
carried  out.  But  they  had  not  suggested 
that  they  were  going  to  provide  any 
machinery  at  all.  He  was  not  sure  that 
his  hon.  friend's  plan,  however  it  might 
stop  an  acknowledged  and  admitted 
abuse,  might  not  cause  in  some  cases 
gross  hardship  and  injustice  to  persons 
who  could  not  prove  their  age  without 
assistance,  which  they  were  not  told  as^ 
yet  was  going  to  be  provided. 
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♦Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  moved 
to  amend  Clause  1  (right  to  receive  old- 
age  pension)  by  substituting  5s.  a  week 
as  the  amount  of  the  pension  in  place  of 
the  sums  set  forth  in  the  schedule.  This 
Amendment,  he  said,  was  to  fonn 
the  basis  of  a  subsequent  Amendment 
he  had  on  the  Paper,  and  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  introducing  what  he 
thouf^ht  was  a  better  test  for  the  assign- 
ment of  pensions  than  that  contained 
in  the  Bill.  At  the  top  of  page  18  of 
the  Amendment  Paper  he  had  put  down 
another  Amendment  which  contained 
a  true  industrial  test,  on  the  lines  of  the 
Crermaji  industrial  test,  but  a  little  more 
humane.  It  required  that  a  person 
should  prove  that  durijig  the  three 
years  preceding  the  day  on  which  he 
completed  the  age  of  seventy,  he  was 
engaged  iji  useful  work  for  not  less  than 
126  weeks,  and  that  his  earnings  had 
not  excei'ded  20s.  a  week.  He  had  placed 
the  eavnii'gsas  low  as  possible  because  he 
desired  to  keep  well  within  the  amoimt  of 
money  involved  in  this  Bill,  but  he  had  no 
objection  to  a  higher  figure.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  complaijied 
that  nobody  would  help  him  to  reduce  the 
oxpeiid!ture.  but  this  Amendment  would 
save  him  at  least  £I,000.0(M)  or  £2,000,000. 
a  year.  At  the  sfime  time  the  Amend- 
ment would  establish  a  definite  logical 
reason  for  ^riving  pensions,  and  also 
clear  away  all  the  absurdities  and 
anomalies  in  the  schedule,  which  made  the 
scheme  difficult  and  would  make  it  very 
unpopular.  When  the  Governmeiit  first 
introduced  their  scheme  they  put  in  it  a 
fixed  sum  of  b:^.  a  week.  At  that  time  the 
Prime  Minister  told  them  that  after  careful 
ronsidt'ration  the  Government  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  fixed  sum  of  5s. 
a  week  was  the  best.  No  reason  had 
been  given  by  the  Government  for 
abandoning  that  position.  Under  the  pro- 
posed AnieTidnient  a  man  would  receive  a 
pension  for  the  work  he  did,  and  not  as 
M  mattiM'  of  charity.  If  that  were  done 
rhcy  would  have  no  need  to  make 
iiiquirit»s  as  to  character  or  income. 
If  tlicy  ])ro(redtHi  not  on  the  industry 
but  on  the  charity  te-^t  they  must 
liav»*  ail  tilt*  anomalies  in  the  schedule. 
In  a^^»'^^ini:  the  ijjcome  the  jK^nsion  com- 
niitTcM  wnuid  have  to  take  into  account 
not  o],ly  tlie  actual  cash  but  also  hy- 
iw.thctical  >ources  of  huouie.     Furniture 
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was  personal  property,  and  under  tlus 
scheme  it  would  be  necessary  for  tbf 
Excise  man  to  visit  the  applicant's  hoa» 
to  find  out  what  furniture  he  possessei 
and  then  make  an  estimate  of  the  annul 
value  of  it.  All  that  would  be  got  rid  oi 
by  fixing  the  sum  at  5s.  Take  the  ca» 
of  the  old  man  who  helped  his  daughter 
to  do  the  washing  in  return  for  a  me«L 
That  would  have  to  be  taken  into  account 
mider  this  Bill  and  an  estimate  taken  of 
its  value.  These  were  questions  which 
would  involve  frightful  heartburning. 
One  man  might  say  he  had  not  been 
treated  by  the  committee  quite  fairk 
and  another  might  say  that  the  Excise- 
man had  been  bribed  by  his  neighbour, 
and  would  not  give  him  a  pension  became 
he  had  refused  to  bribe  him.  Clause  3 
which  dealt  with  character  was  unlimited 
as  to  time,  whereas  the  Amendment  wu 
limited  to  three  years.  There  was  an 
enormous  difference  between  going 
back  upon  the  whole  of  a  man'i 
past  history,  and  going  back  for 
only  three  years.  According  to  the 
words  of  the  Bill,  before  a  man  became 
entitled  to  a  pension  he  must  prove 
that  he  had  not  failed  to  work  accordmg  to 
his  opportunity  or  ability,during  the  whole 
of  his  life.  All  these  absurdities  and 
cruelties  resulted  from  starting  on  a 
false  basis  and  mixing  up  two  distinrt 
thir.gs.  The  advocates  of  the  Bill  talked 
about  giving  pensions  to  the  veteraoi 
of  industry,  but  the  Bill  itself  said: 
''  Give  people  pensions  because  they  aze 
po(»r/'  and  the  result  was  that  they  had 
to  introduce  all  kinds  of  artificial  stipula- 
tiors.  He  proposed  t^  limit  the  inqoiries 
to  three  years.  He  might  inform  tke 
Char.cellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  hit 
Amendment  would  exclude  a  considerable 
number  of  people  who  did  rot  deserve 
pensions  but  who  would  get  them  ucdff 
the  Bill.  His  proposal  also  had  the  ad- 
vantage that  it  would  not  involve  any 
inijuiry  into  past  character.  The  House 
had  got  to  make  up  its  mind  whether  it 
was  going  to  give  pensions  ias  a  reward  ior 
industry  or  as  a  subsidy  to  poverty. 
They  did  not  at  present  reward  povsity 
or  misfortune.  Poverty  was  not  • 
crime;  it  was  an  inconvenience,  an 
ii.ability  to  satisfy  one's  wants,  and 
that  was  itself  its  own  punishment.  U 
thev  treated  poverty  as  a  merit,  asHiad 
to  be  done   in   the  Middle  Age^  th^ 
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should  not  reward  it,  because  if  they 
set  up  a  reward  for  poverty  they 
deprived  the  poor  man  of  his  merit  by 
giving  him  a  reward.  Honest  poverty 
could  oaly  be  dealt  with  by  charity  or  the 
Poor  Law.  The  Government  professed 
that  their  whole  object  was  to  separate 
their  scheme  from  the  Poor  Law.  If 
so,  why  not  adopt  a  pure  industrial  test, 
and  give  pensions  as  a  reward  for  industry? 
The  testjhe  was  proposing  to  apply  would 
deal  with  the  great  difficulty  raised  by 
hon.  Members  opposite,  namely,  the 
refusal  of  a  pension  to  a  man  because  he 
happened  to  be  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law 
relief  after  1st  January  this  year.  Under 
his  proposal  nobody  would  be  asked 
if  they  had  received  Poor  Law  relief. 
They  would  simply  be  asked  if  they  had 
worked  the  requisite  number  of  weeks. 
A  man  who  had  been  working  hard  up  to 
Ist  January  was,  through  temporary 
misfortune,  obliged  to  accept  Poor  Law 
relief,  and  he  was,  therefore,  to  become 
disqualified  for  a  pension.  That  was  a 
very  great  hardship  which  would  be  got 
rid  of  entirely  by  the  scheme  he 
proposed.  They  should  bear  in  mind  that 
there  was  a  distinction  between  Poor 
Law  relief  and  pensions.  They  rewarded 
industry,  they  relieved  poverty,  the 
motives  being  different.  They  knew  that 
without  industry  the  world  would  come 
to  an  end,  and  in  selfish  interest 
they  rewarded  industry.  They  reUeved 
poverty  out  of  humanitarian  feeling,  but 
to  relieve  was  not  to  reward.  The 
Government  Bill  showed  a  hopeless  confu- 
sion of  id?as,  and  it  actually  contained  a 
provision  for  rewarding  idleness.  [Cries 
of  "  No."]  Yes,  according  to  subsection 
(6),  of  Clause  3,  a  man  was  to  work 
•'according  to  his  ability,  opportunity, 
and  need."  What  did  the  last  word 
mean  ?  If  a  man  was  in  possession  of  an 
income  that  relieved  him  from  the 
necessity  to  work,  and  that  possession 
came  to  an  end,  he  was  to  receive  a 
pension.  Why  ?  If  he  had  not  done 
any  work  he  was  not  entitled  to  a  pension 
at  the  expense  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Hon. 
Members  might  say  th  it  that  did  not  often 
happen,  but  they  forgot  there  were  a 
number  of  people  who,  inheriting  a  small 
income,  were  content  to  fritter  away 
their  lives  doing  no  work  at  all.  Such  a 
man  he  knew,  who,  instead  of  following 
the   profession   to   which   he   had    been 


trained,  lived  in  a  small  room  in  a  work- 
men's dwelling  and  did  no  work  of  any 
kind.  That  man  invited  himself  and  a 
friend  to  dine  with  him.  He  did  his  own 
cooking,  cleaning,  and  everything.  During 
the  repast  he  told  them  the  cost  of  every 
single  article.  He  said  he  bought  butter 
at  lOd.  per  lb.  He  himself  and  his 
fellow  guest  said  they  wanted  no  butter. 
He  contended  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  encourage  such  a  man  in 
leading  an  idle  life.  It  was  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  work.  But  the  Labour 
Party  had  voted  in  a  mass  for  this  clause 
which  would  give  a  man  a  pension  simply 
because  his  income  came  to  an  end.  A 
man  who  received  from  the  community 
and  made  no  return  was  a  parasite  on  the 
community.  It  was  curious  that  the 
Socialist  Party  while  declaring  their 
anxiety  to  get  pensions  for  the  veterans  of 
industry  voted  for  pensions  for  parasites. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  must  pain- 
fully feel  the  contrast  in  their  attitudes 
inside  and  |outside'  the  House.  Outside 
on  a  hundred  platforms  they  spent  their 
energies  in  denouncing  the  Liberal  Party 
and  all  its  works,  proclaiming  that  they 
alone  pa  >sessed  the  key  to  social  salvation. 
But  in  the  House  they  sat  cooing  Uke 
doves  in  spring  time,  sitting  in  patient 
expectancy  ready  to  eat  out  of  the  hand 
of  the  GJovernment  and  to  take  all  that 
was  in  it. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  seconded  the 
Amendment.  He  was  not  sure  that 
he  agreed  with  the  first  part  of  it,  be- 
cause, if  it  were  adopted,  he  thought 
it  would  be  necessary  to  abolish  the 
sliding  scale.  But  the  hon.  Member's 
argument  in  regard  to  the  rest  of  the 
Amendment  was  so  good  that  the 
House  could  not  allow  it  to  go  by  with- 
out some  attention.  It  was  exceedingly 
unfortunate  when  they  were  discussing 
these  questions  that  they  had  not  the 
advantage  of  the  attendance  of  the 
Members  of  the  Labour  Party.  He 
understood  that  they  were  attending 
a  garden  party  yesterday  when  the 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  was 
being  discussed.  It  was  a  pity  that 
thev  could  not  give  attendance  when 
serious  business  was  being  transacted 
in  the  House.  The  test  of  work  to 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  alluded  was 
the  best  test   which  could   possibly    be 
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imposed.  It  would  be  difficult  in  many 
cases,  especially  ir.  towus,  to  find  out 
whether  the  statements  of  a  person 
appl\nng  for  a  pension  were  true,  but 
it  would  be  comparatively  easy  to  find 
out  whether  a  person  had  been  working 
for  a  certain  number  of  years.  He 
would  like  to  know  why  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  brought  forward  some 
provision  of  that  sort.  They  must  not 
forget  that  the  original  idea  of  the 
Goverp.ment  was  that  the  pension  should 
be  5s.  a  week,  irrespective  of  the  pension 
scale,  and  he  did  not  know  that  the 
House  had  heard  any  very  serious  or 
satisfactory  reason  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  abandoning  that  idea.  He 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  not  press 
the  first  part  of  the  Amendment  to  a 
division. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  ]>a5re  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  set  forth  in  Part  1.  of  the  schedule  to  this  Act,* 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  of  5s.  a  week.'  " — {Jlr. 
Harold  Cox.) 

yuestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
•set  forth  in'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  8econ<led  an  Amendment 
of  which  he  had  repeatedly  told  the 
House  he  disapproved.  The  only  point 
now  before  the  House  was  the  abolition 
of  the  sliding  scale  and  a  return  to  a 
fixed  limit.  The  Amendment  asked  the 
House  to  set  up  an  alternative  scheme 
totally  distinct  from  that  of  the  Govem- 
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the  rigid  limit  of  58.  a  week  and  tbe 
elimination  of  the  sliding  scale,  he  could 
have  understood  him,  but  he  had  not 
done  that.  He  had  set  up  an  alternative 
scheme  which  was  certainly  out  of  order 
at  that  stage. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  really  do  nor 
know  whether  the  alternative  scheme 
would  mean  an  increased  charge  or 
not,  and  I  have  no  figures  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  I  have  no  means  of  arriving 
at  any  figures  which  would  indicate 
to  me  whether  that  would  be  so  or  not. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  the 
only  man  in  this  House  who  really  has 
the  figiures  at  his  disposal,  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  the  House 
that  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  will,  in  his  judgment, 
increase  the  charge,  I  should  be  bound 
to  accept  that  statement.  If  he  mains 
that  statement,  I  shall  then  be  prepared 
to  rule  out  the  alternative  suggestion. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  it  would  incretie 
the  charge ;  he  thought  that,  on  the 
whole,  it  would  diminish  the  cost.  He 
assumed,  therefore,  the  Amendment  was 
in  order.  The  hon.  Member  would  exciue 
him  if  he  declined  to  follow  him  at  the 
present  moment  into  the  various  criticisms 
which  he  had  placed  before  the  House. 
As  to  the  scheme  on  its  merits,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wanted  to  confine  the  benefits 


of  the  Bill  to  persons  who  earned  20i. 

a  week  for  three  years  immediately  pre- 
,  -  •       1     ,     ,       .  ceding  the  day  on  which  he  completed 

ment  and  he  questioned  whether  it  was  the  age  of  seventy-that  was  preceding  Ms 
m  order.  application  for  a  pension.     He  took  i 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  Amendment 
now  on  the  Paper  is  clearly  in  order 
because  it  proposes  to  give  a  pension 
of  OS.  a  week.  It  would  not.  therefore, 
impose  any  extra  charge,  but  it  would 

diniinisli     the     charge,     ^^^len    we    get  :  

to  the  Ameudnients  to  other  parts  of !  jab^u^rs^ attained"  thV''^"  of  Mventr" 
the   (Manse.    I   shall   have   some   further  "  "  ' 

statonuMit  to  make. 


on  that :  i*-  would  practically  exclude 
all  labourers  in  towns.  On  the  pievicms 
night  the  scheme  had  been  severely  con- 
demned because  it  was  a  purely  countxr 
scheme,  and  that  the  town  labourer  vonli 
not  benefit  by  it.  Of  course,  it  was  said 
that  a  very  small  proportion  of  ton 


Mk.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  his  diffi- 
culty w.js  this.  The  whole  of  the  speech 
of  th«^  luMi.  Membt'f  for  Preston  was 
devoted  To  an  Amendment  whiih  dearlv 
seemed  to  bt»  out  of  order.  If  lie  had 
ariiued   in   favoiu-  of  the   restoration  ot 


The  rate  of  wages  of  a  town  labourer  at 
that  age  would  not  reach  the  rate  fixed 
by  his  hon.  friend's  Amendment,  and 
therefore  the  town  labourer  would  bi 
swept  away.  But  there  was  anodMr 
reason  why  he  could  not  accept  hb  hoKL 
friend's  scheme.  The  hon.  Ifanherkid 
said  that  the  workman  before apf^ingior 
a  pension  must  have  worked  fe  loky-t«o 
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weeks  in  each  of  the  pieceding  three  jears. 
There  was  no  allowance  for  sickness,  no 
allowance  for  the  effects  of  old  age,  no 
allowance  for  accidents.  The  applicant 
must  prove  that  he  had  worked  126  weeks 
between  the  age  of  sixty-seven  and 
seventy ;  that  he  had  worked  regularly 
for  forty-two  weeks  in  each  year  and  had 
earned  20s.  a  week.  Was  that  a  reascm- 
able  demand  to  make  upon  an  old  man  ? 
He  was  surprised  that  his  hon.  friend  had 
put  forward  such  a  scheme.  He  could 
understand  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposing 
the  whole  scheme,  but  he  could  not  under- 
stand his  saying  that  he  wished  to  pro- 
vide for  a  certain  number  of  old  people 
getting  a  pension,  while  submitting  a 
scheme  which  ruled  out  the  town  labourer 
and  if  applied  to  the  country  labourer 
would  be  harsh  and  cruel.  For  that 
reason  alone  he  would  rule  the  Amend- 
ment out  of  court.  His  hon.  friend  had 
talked  a  great  deal  about  thrift,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  he  proposed  an  Amendment  based 
on  thrift.  But  what  was  to  happen  to  a 
thrifty  person  in  a  case  of  this  kind  ? 
Let  them  suppose  he  had  not  saved 
enough  to  carry  him  on  till  he  was  seventy 
years  of  age,  but  that  by  doing 
a  little  work  during  harvest,  or  by 
planting  his  potatoes,  or  by  looking 
af.er  his  own  little  allotment,  he 
kept  off  the  Poor  Law:  his  hon.  friend 
said  that  not  a  Id.  of  a  pension  was  that 
old  man  to  ge\  And  why  ?  Because 
he  had  not  worked  forty-two  weeks  in  each 
of  the  preceding  years  before  he  was 
seventy,  and  had  not  earned  20s.  a  week. 
And  then  in  the  case  of  a  thrifty  town 
labourer,  if  he  broke  down  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight,  he  was  to  be  ruled  out 
also.     He  really   could   not  accept    the 

Amendment. 

* 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) 
said  that  if  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
had  devoted  the  same  talent  to  his 
own  tests  that  he  had  devoted  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Preston,  he  would  have  torn 
them  to  pieces.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
could  not  support  the  test  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  ;  but 
when  they  came  to  examine  every  test 
proposed  in  the  Bill  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   they   were    exposed   to   the 
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same  style  of  criticism.  Those  who 
had  given  attention  to  the  Bill  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  while 
he  was  explaining  to  the  House  how 
utterly  unjust  were  the  proposals  of  the 
Government ;  but  when  the  hon.  Member 
set  up  a  scheme  of  his  own,  he  confessed 
that  the  hon.  Member  failed  to  convince 
him.  Moreover,  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  the  claimant  for  a  pension  must 
prove  that  he  had  been  **  engaged  in 
useful  work."  That  meant  that  they 
were  to  entrust  the  Imperial  officer  or  the 
pension  committee  with  the  task  of  decid- 
ing whether  the  claimant's  work  had  been 
useful  or  not.  They  would  decide  the 
matter  in  precisely  the  same  way  as 
the  board  of  guardians  decided  whether 
Poor  Law  relief  was  to  be  given.  That 
was  the  reason  why  he  was  opposed  to 
all  those  test6.  There  was  no  altema-. 
tive  between  a  contributory  scheme  and 
a  universal  scheme ;  and  he  was  sure 
that  all  who  supported  the  scheme  of 
the  Bill  would  suffer  for  it  very 
severely  in  the  estimation  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment   proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  Part  I.  of.'  "—{Mr,  Uoyd-Oeorg^i,) 

Question,  **  That  the-  words  '  Part 
I.  of  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Lord  R.  CECIL,  on  Clause  2,  moved 
to  insert  words  requiring  the  claimant  to 
''  prove  that  he  has  "  attained  the  pension- 
able :age.  His  object  was  to  learn  from 
the  Government  by  what  machinery  they 
proposed  to  secure  that  only  those  who 
had  actually  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
should  receive  a  pension.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  told  them  that  they 
were  all  reckless  and  irresponsible  persons 
and  that  their  Amendments  would 
throw  additional  cost  on  the  Exchquer. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  no  one  of  them 
was  as  reckless  and  irresponsible  as  the 
Grovernment,  who  had  made  their  calcu- 
lations as  to  cost  on  the  theory  that 
only  those  who  were  seventy  years  of  age 
would  receive  pensions.  It  must  be 
obvious  that  it  would  be  exoee^gly 
difficult  to  ascertain  whether  a  man  was 
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seventy  years  of  age  or  not.  He  did 
not  know  how  it  was  to  be  done.  Some 
hon.  Members  seemed  to  think  that  the 
Bill  would  only  affect  the  country,  but 
that  was  not  the  case.  And  how  would 
it  affect  the  towns  ?  It  was  the  com- 
monest thing  lor  an  old  labourer  not  to 
live  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  which  he  was  bom,  and  how 
was  he  going  to  prove  his  age?  The 
English  Registration  Act  only  came 
into  force  in  1836,  and  if  they  looked  into 
the  figures  of  registration  of  births  it 
would  be  found  that  in  the  early  years 
an  exceedingly  small  proportion  of  births 
were  registered.  Even  now  quite  a 
considerable  number  of  the  popula- 
tion —  something  like  20  or  30  per 
cent. — were  never  registered  ;  and  the 
percentage  registered  must  have  been 
much  smaller  seventy  years  ago.  How 
were  they  going  to  prove  a  claimant's 
age  ?  Were  they  going  to  take  the  old 
man's  word  for  it  ?  Even  supposing  the 
men  were  perfectly  honest  a  large  number 
of  them  had  an  exceedingly  vague 
notion  of  how  old  they  really  were.  Was 
it  all  to  be  left  to  regulations  ?  He 
thought  the  House  was  entitled  to  know 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  which  the 
Government  contemplated  requiring 
before  admitting  a  claim.  Was  the 
Imperial  officer  to  prove  negatively  as 
well  as  positively  whether  a  man  was 
seventy  ?  If  so,  he  would  have  all  his 
work  cut  out.  He  would  have  to  ascer- 
tain the  date  of  birth,  and  send  for  the 
register,  and  if  the  man's  name  was  not 
in  it  he  would  have  to  get  up  evidence 
the  same  as  in  a  pedigree  case.  Every- 
body must  see  the  difficulty.  The  result 
would  be  that  anybody  who  looked  about 
seventy  years  of  age  would  get  his  pension, 
although  he  might  be  only  sixty  or  sixty- 
five.  He  thought  they  were  in  for  a  very 
much  larger  expenditure  under  this 
scheme  than  the  ChanceUor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  allowed  for.  He  begged 
to  move, 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton)  seconded  the  Amendment. 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  fuige  1,  line  21,  to  leave  ont 
'  have,'  and   insert    the    words    *  pw 
ho  hn».' »'— (Zofrf  B.  CmL\  . 

Lord  R,  Cecil. 


Question  proposed,   '*  That  the  word 
*  have '  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBsoN,  South  Shields)  said  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  answered  his  own  case 
lor  his  own  Amendment.  He  had 
pointed  out  with  great  force  and 
justice  that  there  were  many  cases 
in  which  it  was  impossible  for  a 
claimant  to  prove  his  birth.  No 
doubt  there  were  many  people  in  the 
United  Eangdom  whose  birth  was  not 
registered.  The  Registration  Act  of  1936 
did  not  come  into  force  all  at  once,  bat  at 
different  times.  He  believed  that  it 
came  into  force  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
at  a  later  date.  He  had  not  the  exact 
figures  in  his  mind  as  to  when  the 
registration  of  births  began,  but  there 
must  be  many  cases  in  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  produce  a  certificate  of 
birth.  The  noble  Lord  would  surely  not 
wish  to  make  it  a  statutory  enactment 
that  no  man,  however  old  he  might  be, 
was  to  be  unable  to  receive  a  pension 
unless  he  could  produce  a  certificate  of 
birth.  Yet  under  this  Amendment  the 
applicant  would  either  have  to  pro- 
duce a  certificate  or  call  his  parents, 
who  ex  hypothesi  would  not  be  avail- 
able for  the  purpose.  In  truth  vhen 
the  Bill  came  into  operation  then 
would  be  many  cases  in  which  no  sort  of 
proof  would  be  required,  because  the 
pension  committee  in  the  neighbour- 
hood would  know  that  the  applicant 
was  very  old.  It  was  left  entirely  to 
them,  but  not  without  some  guidance 
from  the  central  authority,  because  the 
noble  Lord  would  observe  that  Section  10 
provided  that  rules  might  be  made  as  to 
the  evidence  that  would  be  required. 
It  would  be  undesirable  to  indicate  in 
the  Bill  what  the  regulations  should  be, 
but  the  rules  would  no  doubt  requim 
to  be  very  carefully  considered  as  to  t&e 
kind  of  evidence  the  pension  committ€« 
should  be  required  to  accept  in  tlii 
absence  of  a  birth  certificate.  It  wouM 
be  undesirable  that  he  should  indicate 
now  what  line  those  roles  would  titkr, 
but  obviously  it  would  be  meet  uxuIm* 
lie  to  put  eveiy  applieatit  to  the  ^lsnt% 
1     oL    It  1       mi      Iter  to  Im^n  tb« 

No  dmxbt  thi 
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seventy,  but  in  such  cases  it  would  be 
given  to  persons  who  looked  and  appeared 
to  be  seventy,  and  the  injustice  done  in 
those  cases  would  be  very  rare. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  quite 
agreed  with  the  Attornev-General  that 
all  applicants  could  not  be  expected 
to  give  such  proof  as  would  be  required 
in  a  Court  of  law  as  to  their  age.  The 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord,  however, 
was  directed  to  ascertaining  from  the 
Government  what  they  had  in  their  mind 
as  to  the  character  of  the  proof  the 
pension  officer  and  the  pension  com- 
mittee might  properly  exact.  He 
agreed  that  it  would  be  xmdesirable 
to  give  in  a  clause  of  the  Bill  the  exact 
regulations  which  these  different  author- 
ities should  follow,  but  he  diflFered  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  when 
he  said  it  was  not  desirable  to  indicate 
to  the  House  what  those  regulations 
would  be.  It  was  most  desirable  that 
somebody  on  behalf  of  the  Grovemment 
should  indicate  what  evidence  should 
be  received.  The  effect  of  leaving  the 
matter  to  the  pension  committee  and  the 
pension  officer  would  be  that  anybody 
-who  did  not  clearly  appear  on  evidence 
not  to  be  seventy  would  be  treated  as 
•seventy.  That  would  be  the  result  if 
there  were  no  special  regulations.  He 
•did  not  believe  the  Government  had  con- 
sidered any  one  of  the  regulations  they 
had  to  frame  under  the  Bill,  and  the 
reason  why  the  hon.  and  learned  (Jentle- 
man  thought  it  was  not  expedient  to 
give  the  regulations  was  because  he  did 
not  know — because  he  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  what  they  were.  There 
"had  never  been  such  a  Bill  in  which 
greater  power  had  been  given  to  depart- 
mental authorities  to  use  regulations 
under  it  or  which  gave  them  so  much 
authority  as  this.  They  could  exclude 
or  include  whoever  they  liked.  This  was 
one  of  many  discussions  which  illustrated 
the  difficulties  of  the  scheme  the  Govern- 
ment were  la\Tng  before  the  House. 
Anybody  would  have  thought  that  in 
a  non -contributory  scheme  as  in  a  con- 
tributory one,  they  would  have  arrived  at 
some  simple  plan  by  which  it  could  be 
ascertained  whether  a  man  was  entitled 
to  a  pension  or  not,  but  that  idea  was 
dispelled  by  the  debates  that  had 
taken  place.     The  clauses   of   the    Bill 


were  full  of  ambiguities  and  doubt* 
In  this  case  the  test  was  one  most 
difficult  and  in  many  cases  impos- 
sible of  proof  as  proof  was  regarded 
in  a  Court  of  law.  They  had  to  trust 
to  the  local  authority,  and  for  that 
reason  the  Government  had  to  issue 
regulations  which,  when  they  came 
to  draw  them  up,  they  would  find  would 
have  to  be  loose  and  vague.  That 
meant  that  practically  the  pension  com- 
mittee would  have  an  absolute  discretion 
in  individual  cases  as  to  whom  they 
would  admit  and  whom  not.  That 
being  the  case  the  public  interest  in  the 
discussion,  from  his  point  of  view, 
centred  in  its  bearing  on  the  expense  to 
which  the  coxmtry  would  be  put  under 
the  scheme.  The  estimates  the  Grover:  - 
ment  had  made  were  mere  guess-work 
by  Grovernment  officials  instructed  to 
look  at  a  particular  proposal  and  say 
what  would  be  its  cost.  How  were 
those  officials  set  to  work;  what  data 
had  they  before  them  ?  Surely  those 
were  matters  the  House  ought  to  know 
something  about.  As  he  understood, 
they  had  found  out  from  certain  data 
that  there  were  so  many  people  of  a 
certain  age  in  this  country.  They  had 
taken  a  census  of  particular  places  in 
order  to  ascertain  how  many  of  these 
old  people  would  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  scheme,  and  they  assumed  for 
the  purposes  of  their  calculations  that 
the  number  of  people  of  seventy  would 
remain  about  the  same  and  that  the 
incomes  of  those  people  would  continue 
the  same.  If  he  were  right  and  those 
were  the  underlying  assumptions  of  all 
the  estimates  put  forward,  the  estimates 
were  not  worth  having.  Until  the  Bill 
came  into  operation  it  was  not  worth 
anybody's  while  to  make  himself  out 
to  be  other  than  he  really  was.  It 
had  been  to  the  man's  interest  to  make 
himself  out  to  be  younger.  It  was  now 
to  the  interest  of  these  people  in  a 
doubtful  case  to  make  out  that  they 
were  seventy.  There  was  no  desire 
to  deprive  these  old  people  of  the  in- 
come they  received,  but  there  would 
be  no  incentive  now  to  those  who  had 
contributed  towards  it  to  continue  to 
do  so.  The  financial  basis  on  which 
the  Bill  was  built  would  be  destroyed, 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had 
admitted  in   the   City  that  he   had  a 
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thumping  deficit,  would  find  that  that 
deficit  was  far  larger  than  he  had 
anticipated. 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
carried  them  any  further  along  the  road 
of  meeting  this  Amendment.  One  would 
assume  that  the  amount  of  the  cost 
had  been  calculated  from  the  Census 
returns  of  the  people  of  the  age  of 
seventy.  Ho  did  not  know  how  long 
the  census  papers  were  kept,  but  it 
certabily  occurred  to  him  that  the 
knowledge  that  the  census  papers  were 
in  existence  would  deter  people  from 
making  false  statements  as  to  their  age. 
It  was  obvious  that  when  the  last  census 
was  compiled  no  man  had  any  interest 
in  making  himself  out  to  be  older  than  he 
was.  No  man  could  foresee  that  the 
Government  in  a  few  years  were  going 
to  bring  in  a  scheme  whereby  he  would 
get  a  pension,  so  that  he  had  not 
that  inducement  to  put  forward  his 
age  a  few  years.  Surely  the  right  hon. 
(lontleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
betrayed  an  almost  childish  innocence  in 
coune<-tion  with  Acts  of  Parliament  if  he 
imagined  that  they  could  put  into  a  Bill 
a  series  of  cleverly  drafted  regulations 
and  elaborate  tests  by  which  to  get 
proof  of  a  man's  age.  The  details  must 
be  left  to  the  local  committee  and  to  the 
pension  officer.  According  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord  the  onus  pro- 
band i  was  put  upou  the  old  man,  who 
was  to  prove  that  he  was  seventy  years 
of  age.  That  was  surely  taking  the 
matter  very  far  indeed.  The  Attorney- 
General  had  referred  to  the  fact  that  com- 
puls(^rv  registration  of  births  had  not  com- 
menced in  England  until  1836,  and  in 
Ireland  not  until  18l>0 ;  so  that  an 
old  niAi!  of  eighty  or  ninety  in  Ireland 
wouUi  not  be  able  to  prove  from  that 
sourre  that  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
seventy.  It  would  mean  that  in  Ireland 
they  ])raotically  excludetl  from  the 
t»perAtion  of  the  Act  every  old  man  or 
woman  in  the  country,  because  they 
ctnild  brine  forward  no  pr(H>f.  The  noble 
Lord's  Amer.dment.  if  adopted,  would 
prAi'tirally  exclude  from  this  benelicial 
scheme  people  in  Irelar.d  of  seventy, 
seventy -five,  eighty,  ninety  yoar*  of 
j)ce.  and  even  centenarians,  who 
coulil    brirc    forward     no     legal     proof 

Mr.  AusU-n  Chamhtrlain. 
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of  the  kind  required.  But  it  wu 
reasonable  to  suppose  tbat  tl&e  locil 
committee,  with  such  evidence  as  tber 
would  be  able  to  get  from  otiier  oU 
people,  from  Ted,  or  Jack,  or  other  apd 
persons,  would  be  able  to  obtain  fanlv 
satisfactory  proof  if  the  applicant  hid 
reached  the  age  of  seventy.  He  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 


Mr.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood)  stid 
that  if  it  had  been  the  object  of  the  hoiu 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  to  make 
clear  the  point  of  his  noble  friend,  he  had 
singularly  failed  in  his  object.  He  hid 
said  in  the  first  place  that  it  would  be  an 
intolerable  hardship  to  all  old  persons 
who  applied  for  the  pension  that 
they  should  have  to  prove  they  were 
of  the  age  of  seventy.  The  Attozney 
Greneral  had  also  complained  of  the 
Amendment  as  imposing  a  hardship, 
was  a  hardship  imposed  by  the  Bill. 


It 


Sir   W.   ROBSON: 
Amendment. 


I   said   bv  the 


Mr.  BOWLES  said  that  the  Amendment 
had  been  moved  with  the  desire  of  eliciting 
from  the  Government  what  they  them- 
selves understood  to  be  the  meaning  and 
effect  of  their  own  Bill,  and  it  was  because 
they  had  no  conception,  at  any  rate  which 
they  could  express  to  the  House,  of 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  first  and  main 
provision  of  their  own  Bill,  that,  for  his 
part,  he  regarded  the  Amendment  as 
8er\'i]ig  a  very  useful  purpose.  The 
Attomey-Gleneral  had  said  they  might 
leave  this  matter  to  the  regulations.  Weie 
those  regulations  under  Clause  10  to 
prescribe  the  evidence  to  be  required  in 
order  to  fulfil  the  statutory  conditions ! 
But  what  evidence  could  there  be  of  the 
age  of  a  person  except  either  the  birth 
certificate  or  such  overwhelming  proof  ss 
would  satisfy  any  reasonable  perwn  f 
Unless  the  Gk>vemment  had  considered 
the  point  the  Bill  as  it  stood  merely 
amounted  to  this,  that  any  perstm  who 
alleged  he  was  seventy  was  to  be  entitled 
to  the  pension.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  that  was  a  matter  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  have  ccmaidend,  and 
if  they  had  not  considered  it  tlMj 
sadly  lacking  in  their  duty  to  the  P 
The  hon.  Member  below  the 
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liad  made  the  suggestion,  he  imagined 
humourously,  that  it  should  be  sufficient 
evidence  if  each  applicant  referred  to 
the  Census  paper  which  he  had  filled  up 
with  regard  to  his  age.     But  the  hon. 
Member  must  know  that  such  a  declara- 
tion could  not  be  held  binding  as  to  the 
applicant's  age.     The  man  might  say  : 
**  It  is  quite  true  that  it  states  I  was 
sixty -two  or  sixty -three,   but  it  was  a 
•clerical  error  ;    it  was  a  mistake  ;    I  was 
under    sixty,    and    the    statement    was 
filled  up  at  a  time  when  I  had  no  con- 
templation of  such  a   scheme  as  this." 
No  man  could  be  held  to  such  a  declara- 
tion  under   the   present    scheme.      The 
House  was  confronted  with   a  proposal 
by  which   vast  sums  of  public  money 
were  to  be  given  to  a  particular  class  of 
persons.     The  main  condition  on  which 
a  pension  was  to  be  given  was  that  the 
recipient  should  have  reached  the  age  of 
seventy.     The   Government  were  asked 
what  assurance  there  was  that  pensions 
would  not  be  given  outside  that  age,  and 
to  people  who  were  merely  lying  in  order 
to  obtain  the  grant.     The  Government 
had  not  the  slightest  notion  ;    they  did 
not  know  in  the  least.     They  had  not 
even  considered  how  old  age  was  to  be 
proved  ;    all  they  said  was  that  at  some 
time  or  other  they  would  make  regula- 
tions— regulations  which  must  be  nuga- 
tory and  ridiculous  unless  they  insisted 
upon     getting    evidence     which     would 
satisfy  all  reasonable  men.     If  the  regu- 
lations would  do  that  the  Government 
ought    to    tell    them    what   they    were. 
This  matter  was  of  essential  and  vital 
importance,  and  if  the  Government  had 
not  really  a  considered  opinion  upon  it, 
then  it  was  a  striking  comment  on  the 
condition    of  mind   in   which  they  had 
thrown    this    gigantic    scheme    on    the 
Table  of  the  House,  and  was  a  complete 
justification    of   the    Amendment. 

*Mr.  BARNES  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  whole  thing  was  in  a  nutshell 
as  regarded  the  Amendment.  He  was 
going  to  vote  against  it,  for  the  very 
simple  reason  that  it  seemed  to  him  to 
increase  the  difficulty  of  an  old  person's 
getting  a  pension.  He  had  tried  to 
realise  what  would  be  the  thoughts  of 
an  intending  applicant.  He  could  con- 
ceive of  an  old  person  making  a  claim 
for  a  pension,  and  the  flow  of  his  thoughts 


would   be   in   the   direction   of   getting 
his  age  adequately  ascertained.    In  the 
trade    unions  the  members  names  and 
ages    were   registered.      He   was   secre- 
tary   to  a    body  of    men     numbering 
112,000,  and  the  age  of  every  one  was 
recorded.     Perhaps    1,000,000    men    in 
the  last  twenty  years  had  been  registered 
in  this  way,  and  he  had  only  to  look 
back  over  the  books  to  ascertain  the 
name  and  age  of  a  man.     That  was  one 
means  which  might  be  open  to  a  persori 
for  proving  his  age.     He  did  not  say 
that  it  would  be  considered  satisfactory 
evidence   by  the  committee  or  pension 
officer ;    it  might  be  or  might  not    be. 
Then  there  were  friendly  societies,  who 
also  registered  the  ages  of  their  members, 
and  they  had  the  data  which  covered 
hundreds    of     thousands,    he    supposed 
millions,  of  the  population  of  the  coimtry, 
among    them    men    and       women    who 
would   be  making  applications  for  pen- 
sions.    The    Bill   was   sufficiently  open, 
it  appeared  to  him,  to  admit  of  that 
being  done.      But  if  this    Amendment 
were  carried,  the  first  statutory  condition 
imposed  by  the  Bill  would  be  that  a  person 
applying   for   the    pension   must    prove 
that  he  was  of  the  age  of  seventy.     The 
pension  officer  might  say  that  was  not  a 
duty  devolving  upon  him,  or  the  com- 
mittee, or  anybody  else,  but  upon  the 
applicant,  and  until  he  proved  he  was 
seventy  years  of  age,  no  other  step  could 
be  taken  in  the  way  of  getting  the  pension. 
The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment had  himself  answered  his  o\\ti  case, 
because  he  had  piled  up  difficulty  upon 
difficulty,   pointing  out  that  there  was 
no  registration  in  this  country  until  1836, 
and  none  in  Ireland  imtil  1860.     These 
were  all  proofs  that  the  matter  of  proving 
whether  a  person  was  seventy  years  of 
age    was    one    of    some    complication. 
From  his  own  point  of  view,  that  seemed 
to  destroy  the  Amendment.     He  wanted 
that  difficulty  to  be  got  over,  not  by  the 
poor  person  of  seventy,  eighty,  or  ninety 
years  of  age,  but  by  the  Government, 
who  had  all  the  means  at  their  disposal, 
and   who   were,   as   he   understood,    by 
Clause  10,  making  provision  for  it.     That 
clause  provided  that  regulations  should  be 
drawn  up  with  a  view  to  providing  what 
should    be    taken    as    proper    evidence, 
and  that  would  get  over  the  point.     For 
his  part  he  would  rather  have  seen  the 
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regulations.  It  might  be  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  were  culpable,  but  he  was  not  going 
to  enter  into  that  at  all.  They  would 
all  be  very  much  better  informed,  of 
course,  if  they  knew  what  those  regula- 
tion s  were.  But  he  was  not  going  to  make 
their  not  having  them  a  reason  for  setting 
up  another  barrier  to  persons  getting  the 
pension.  As  it  was,  poor  old  men  and 
women  would  get  some  help  under  the 
Bill  in  making  their  claims  somehow  or 
other,  and  he  believed  they  would  be 
provided  for. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  seemed  to  have  inadvertently 
misinterpreted  the  speech  of  his  noble 
friend  in  introducing  the  Amendment. 
His  noble  friend  had  explicitly  stated 
that  his  object  in  moving  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  obtain  from  the  Government 
some  clear  expo  dtion  of  what  their  policy 
was  in  respect  of  the  evidence  on  which 
they  were  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  applicants  for  pensions  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy  ^-ears.  That 
was  a  perfectly  legitimate  and  proper 
Parliamentary  procedure,  and  the  only 
criticism  he  had  to  make  upon  it  was  that 
his  noble  friend  had  formed  a  far  too 
sanguine  estimate  of  the  knowledge 
which  the  Government  possessed  of  their 
own  policy  and  their  own  Bill.  When 
he  put  down  his  Amendment  in  order  to 
obtain  a  clear  exposition  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  what  was  intended,  his  noble 
friend,  with  all  the  experience  which  he 
should  have  obtained  of  their  discussions 
in  these  days,  must  have  known  that  he 
was  undertaking  what  was  pre-doomed 
to  failure.  That  was  the  absolute  and 
I'lcar  outcome  of  the  attempt  which  his 
noi>le  friend  had  made.  He  wanted  to 
ask  the  House  to  compare  the  Attoniey- 
(icnerars  estimate  of  the  kind  of  evidence 
which  would  he  taken  from  the  man  of 
sevtMity  with  the  kind  of  statistics  on 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
based  his  calculation  of  what  would 
l>e  the  cost  of  the  s<*heme.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  admitted 
that  the  ajre  ought  to  he  below  seventv, 
but  said  he  could  not  affonl  it.  But  he 
was  jioing  to  I  e  obliged  to  afford  it  after 
the  statement  of  the  Attorney-General. 
It  clearly  appeared  that  there  was  no 
possible  mei'hanism  provided  which  would 
Jdr.  Barnes. 


prevent  people  imder  the  age  of  seventy 
asking  for  pensions.     Therefore  all  the 
financial  calculations  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  been  up»et  by  his  own 
Attorney-General.    He    did    not   know 
that    it   could   be    avoided.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had  said 
the  Grovemment  were  going  by  regulation 
to  say  what  the  evidence  was  to  be— 
those  mysterious  regulations  which  were 
to  solve  all  the  difficulties  of  the  futun 
which  the  Grovemment  were  incapable  of 
dealing  with.     But  even  Treasury  regu- 
lations  would  not  manufacture  evidence  if 
e%ddence  did  not  exist.     Let  them  make 
their  regulations  with  all  the  care  ther 
pleased,  when  there  was  no  evidence  no^ 
e\idence  would  be  forthcoming,  and  it 
was  therefore  perfectly  obvious  that  with 
regard  to  the  age  of  seventy  all  their 
precautions  were  utterly  illusory.     There 
was  also  a  great  inequality  in  the  way  in 
which  this  would  act.    The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  had  told  them 
there  would  be  clear  prima  facie  evidence 
with  regard  to  the  age  of  every  member 
of  a  trade  union  or  a  friendly  society^ 
because  persons  joining    them    had   to 
make  some  declaration  in  respect  to  their 
age.    He    supposed    in    the    main    the 
people  who  made  these  declarations  made 
them  quite  honestly,  but  he  took  it  that 
if  they  had  a  preference  it  was  to  make 
themselves  out  younger  than  they  were. 
If  that  was  so,  evidently  the  members  of 
friendly    societies  ^and     trade     onions 
would    suffer    if    that     was     the   only 
e\idence  forthcoming.    They  would  really 
liave    reached   the   age   of   seventy  in 
certain  cases  earlier  than  the  declaration 
which  they  had  made  to  the  friendly 
society  would  seem  to  incUcate.     But  kt 
them  take  other  classes  of  societv — ^far 
instance  the  Irish  population,  where  there 
was  absolutely  no  evidence  aa  to  whether 
they  were  seventy  or  not,  and  no  mettosof 
ascertaining  except  by  a  general  estimate, 
such  as  whether  they  looked  it  or  not. 
They  would  get  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
A  quite  disproportionate  stieftm  oi  ^ 
national    benevolence   would   flow  nto 
their  pockets,  compared  with  that  lAkk 
would  flow  into  the  pocksts  oi  imrnhni 
of  trade  unions  and  b^eaSij 
That  was  a  vezy  Rieac  inji 
injustice    would    i  le 

country  and  in  iav)        oi 
in  the  towns  ^  '.  m 
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trade  uaions  and  friendly  societies, 
because  in  the  country  there  was  very 
likely  evidence  easily  ascertainable  as 
to  what  a  person's  age  really  was,  and 
these  persons  would  not  be  able  to 
claim  to  be  seventy  before  they  were 
seventy.  But  take  a  person  in  town. 
It  had  been  stated  and  never  contra- 
dicted by  the  Government  that  in  the 
case,  not  of  the  superior  workman  who 
belonged  to  a  trade  union  or  benefit 
society,  but  of  the  unorganised  labourer 
and  the  poorer  members  of  the  working 
classes,  evidence  would  not  be  forth- 
coming and,  of  course,  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  would  always  be  given  in 
favour  of  the  claimant.  If  the  country 
could  afiord  it,  he  agreed  entirely  in 
favour  of  its  being  given,  but  they  had 
been  told  all  through  that  the  country 
could  not  afiord  it,  and  that  the  age  of 
seventy  was  the  lowest  possible  limit 
which  the  resources  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  permit.  They 
had  great  reason  to  complain  that  on  this, 
which  was  the  first  opportunity  which 
they  had  really  had  of  trying  to  find  out 
what  the  Government  method  was  of 
dealing  with  this  most  complicated 
and  difficult  question,  they  found 
these  two  statements  put  forward  and 
uncontradicted  by  the  Government,  he 
believed,  incapable  of  contradiction,  first 
that  this  want  of  principle  would  act 
greatly  in  favour  of  certain  classes  of 
the  community  as  against  others,  and 
secondly  that  it  would  act  against 
the  Exchequer  and  throw  upon  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  finances 
of  the  country  a  burden  which  the 
present  holder  of  that  office  said  the 
country  could  not  bear.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances the  result  of  his  noble  friend's 
inquiry  into  the  policy  and  motives  of 
the  Government  had  been  singularly 
unsuccessful.  But  what  he  had  succeeded 
in  showing,  and  what  was  worth  showing 
again,  was  that  the  Government  had 
not  thought  out  their  Bill  or  the  method 
in  which  it  was  going  to  work  with  regard 
to  different  classes  of  the  community, 
and  had  not  the  smallest  conception  of 
what  its  operation  was  to  be  on  the 
future  of  the  national  finances. 

Mr.  FELLsaidhewishedtoadda  word 
on  behaH  of  a  class  who  were  rarely  men- 
tbiied  in  tiief «  debates.    The  bulk  of  the 


pensioners  under  the  Bill  would  be  old 
women.  He  believed  the  whole  Bill  had 
been  founded  on  -New  Zealand  precedent 
and  practice.  The  magistrates  in  New 
Zealand  had  to  ascertain  the  age  of  these 
would-be  pensioners  after  hearing  evi- 
dence— no  doubt  legal  evidence,  either 
birth  certificates  or  secondary  evidence 
by  other  parties  who  could  prove  the 
age  of  these  people.  There  was  no 
machinery  for  arriving  at  the  age  of 
applicants  in  this  Bill  in  any  way  analo- 
gous to  that  which  obtained  in  New 
Zealand,  and  which  he  believed  was 
found  to  give  satisfaction.  If  there 
was  to  be  any  machinery  set  up  by  the 
regulations,  he  hoped  it  would  define 
a  way  of  arriving  at  the  ages  of 
these  old  women  who  would  find  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  proving  their  ages 
under  the  Bill. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  desired  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment,  and  in  doing 
so  he  hoped  they  would  hear  no  more 
about  irresponsibility  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McARTHUR  (Liverpool,Kirkdale), 
in  moving,  said  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment, to  add  at  the  end  of  Clause  2, 
"  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  a  British 
sailor  residence  in  the  United  King- 
dom shall  be  deemed  to  include 
service  on  board  a  vessel  registered 
in  the  United  Kingdom,"  was  to 
adapt  the  concluding  words  of  sub- 
clause (2)  to  the  case  of  sailors.  The 
subsection  said  that  a  person  in  order  to 
have  a  pension  must  have  been  for  twenty 
years  a  British  subject  living  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  That  was  all  very 
well  so  far  as  workers  on  land  were  con- 
cerned ;  but  how  were  they  to  deal  with 
the  case  of  a  sailor  ?  Residence  for 
twenty  years  in  the  United  Kingdom 
was  clearly  not  applicable  to  his  case. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  was  to 
provide  that  service  on  a  ship  registered 
in  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  con-, 
sidered  as  residence  in  the  United  King- 
dom. That  seemed  a  reasonable  way  out 
of  the  matter.  If  a  sailor  was  a  British 
subject,  and  worked  on  a  British  ship 
for  twenty  years,  he  was  as  much  entitled 
to  a  pension  as  a  miner  or  any  other 
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labourer.  It  would  be  a  great  hardship 
if  he  were  cut  out,  because  no  man  was 
more  useful  to  the  State  than  the  British 
Bailor,  and  no  man  was  less  able  to  provide 
for  his  old  age,  for  often  he  found  his 
only  refuge,  when  too  old  to  go  to  sea,  in 
the  workhouse.  In  the  New  Zealand 
Act  this  point  was  specially  provided  for 
by  words  similar  to  these,  which  provided 
that  a  sailor  employed  on  a  ship  belonging 
to  the  Colony  should  be  entitled  to  a 
pension.  He  would  perhaps  be  told 
that  this  could  be  met  by  regulation 
under  the  Act,  but  that  was  not  the  case. 
Regulations  under  the  Act  could  not 
go  beyond  the  terms  of  the  Act. 
They  could  not  vary  the  terms  of  an 
Act  by  regulation.  They  might  make 
exceptions  as  to  residence,  but  they 
could  not  provide  that  a  foreign  country 
or  foreign  waters  should  be  deemed  to 
be  the  United  Kingdom,  or  say  that 
when  a  sailor  was  at  sea  he  was  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  He  could  quite  believe 
that  the  Government  did  not  wish  to 
exclude  sailors,  but  he  submitted  that 
they  could  not  draw  regulations  which 
would  bring  in  sailors.  Trinity  House 
granted  certain  pensions,  and  there  was 
an  association  in  Liverpool  which  granted 
small  pensions  to  sailors,  but,  of  course, 
under  the  Bill  those  would  be  taken  as 
income.  He  hoped  the  Gk)vernment 
would  deal  with  this  point  satisfac- 
torily by  making  it  perfectly  clear  that 
the  case  of  the  sailor  was  not  to  be 
excluded.    He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  HARMOOD  -  banner  (Liver- 
pool, Everton)  seconded.  He  said  that 
knowing  the  sympathetic  action  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  regard 
to  the  Merchant  Shipping  Bill,  he  was 
sure  that  it  would  not  be  his  intention 
to  exclude  seamen  from  the  benefits 
of  a  Pensions  Bill.  They  were  all  agreed 
that  the  British  sailor  was  one  of  our 
most  valuable  national  assets,  and  thev 


position,  and  juflt  at  the  end  of  his  life 
he  would  be  placed  at  a  decided  dis- 
advantage. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  pag«  1,  line  26,  at  the  end,  to  insert  tbe 
words,  '  provided  that  in  the  onae  of  a  Britidk 
Bailor  residence  in  the  United  Kingdom  ahill 
be  deemed  to  include  service  on  board  a  vomI 
registered  in  the  United  Kingdom.' "—(Jfr- 
McArtkur). 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  Oose  wordi 
be  there  inserted  in  the  BilL" 

Sir  W.  R0B80N  said  he  scarcelr 
needed  to  assure  hon.  Members  that  tlie 
Grovemment  had  every  intention  of 
including  seamen  withm  the  scope  of 
the  Bill.  Seamen,  however,  were  onlr 
one  of  many  classes  who  pursued 
their  avocation  abroad.  There  wwf 
soldiers  as  well  as  sailors,  and  workmen 
who  were  sent  abroad  to  execute  large 
contracts  for  docks  and  railways  who 
occasionally  had  to  remain  abroad  for 
seven  years.  Those  cases  would  be 
sure  to  come  up  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
the  most  convenient  course  to  adopt 
would  be  to  give  to  the  word  "  residmce  " 
a  meaning  which  would  include  tbem  aL 
It  was  quite  within  the  power  of  those  who 
formed  the  rules  to  provide  that  service  oo 
board  a  British  ship  on  the  part  of  • 
British  subject  should  be  brought  witkin 
the  Act  under  the  term  "residence." 
The  Government  would  certainly  tab 
care  that  all  those  great  classes  should 
be  included  within  the  scox>e  of  the  BiD. 

ColoxelLOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Bppin^ 
said  he  had  an  Amendment  to  inchde 
soldiers.  He  understood  from  tbe 
Attorney-General  that  soldiers  wonU  be 

included. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON:  Yes.  For  tk 
Government  to  select  one  particular  chM 


ought  not  to  do  am-thing  xi^ich  would  =  ^^^  ^P^^i^?  ^'^^^'^"^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
-  •         ^  upon   their  power  to   deal   with  tksii 

classes  by  regulation. 


make  him  feel  that  he  was  placed  at 
any  disadvantage  compared  with  any 
other  inhabitants  in  reference  to  the 
ailvantages  he  was  entitled  to  derive 
from  the  finances  of  the  country.  If 
they  differentiated  with  regard  to  ser\'ices 
abroad,  they  would  at  once  place  a 
disadvAntaire  upon  the  manning  of  ships, 
anil  place  the  s^iiilor  in  an  invidious  tion  had  proposed. 
Mr   Mc Arthur. 


Mr.  WILUAM  REDMOND  (Osn, 
£.)  said  he  understood  tiiat  this  Amarf- 
ment  would  be  accepted.  He  was  |M 
of  that,  because  it  was  about  die  ovi* 
common  sense  Amendmoit  the  Offti- 
proposed.    Hie  hem.  GanAflMa 
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4ibove  the  gangway  said  in  his  Amend- 
ment that  **  residence  "  should  be  taken  to 
mean  service  on  board  a  ship  postered 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  There  were  a 
ipreat  many  British  subjects  who  served 
on  ships  not  registered  under  the  British 
flag  at  all,  who  did  good  service  to  this 
<50unt]7'.  A  good  deal  of  British  trade 
was  done  on  ships  which  did  not  fly  the 
British  flag,  although  very  often  the 
crews  were  largely  British  subjects  resi- 
dent in  this  country.  According  to  this 
Amendment  those  men  in  their  deserving 
old  age  would  be  deprived  of  their  pension 
simply  because  the  ships  they  served  on 
-were  not  registered  in  this  country. 
British  sailors  who  served  in  ships 
registered  abroad  ought  to  be  treated  in 
the  same  way  as  other  British  sailors, 
and  should  not  be  debarred  from 
leceiving  old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
that  this  was  one  of  those  Amendments 
which  produced  agreement  on  all  sides.  He 
wanted  to  ask  a  further  question.     He 
liad  in  his  mind  the  case  of  men  serving 
in  the  British  mercantile  marine.     The 
Attorney-General  said  it  would  be  possible 
to    define    "  residence    in    the    United 
Kingdom  "  so  as  to  cover  the  case  of  a 
man  who  was  domiciled  here,  but  who 
was  serving  on  a  British  ship  or  serving 
in  the  Army  on  a  foreign  station.     But 
that  did  not  cover  all  the  cases.     There 
were  a  number  of  sailors  who  were  not 
domiciled  here,  and  they  would  have  to 
add    an    entirely    novel    definition    of 
domicile  to  cover  their  case.     When  he  i 
was  at  the  Admiralty  there  were  many 
more  Colonial  dockyards  than  now  and  I 
from  time  to  time  it  was  the  practice  to  ■ 
call  for  volunteers  in   the  Home  yards  to  I 
proceed  to  a  Colonial  station,  take  up  , 
residence  there,  and  work  in  His  Majesty's  i 
dockyard   abroad.     In    those    cases   the  j 
men  closed  their  homes  here  altogether,  I 
and  moved  abroad.     He  thought  those  I 
were  cases  which  certainly  ought  to  be  ; 
covered,  and  there  would  be  a  number  of 
them  in  the  military  service.     He  would 
like  to  know  whether  it  would  be  within 
the  power  of  the  Government  by  means 
of  regulations  not  only  to  define  "resi- 
dence "    in    the    United    Kingdom    as 
including  a  man  who  was  domiciled  here, 
but  also  to  include  a  man  who  had  been 


forced  to  change.his  domicile  in  pursuance 
of  public  or  private  service. 

Mr.  SUftOiERBELL  (Sunderland) 
asked  whether  Members  of  the  House 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  regulations  which  were  to  be  drawn 
up  under  the  Act,  and,  if  so,  when  they 
were  likely  to  see  them. 

M«.  H:  C.  lea  (St.  Pancras,  E.)  said 
he  wished  to  ask  the  Solicitor- Greneral 
one  question  aflecting  soldiers.  If  a 
man  who  had  been  discharged  as  a  time- 
expired  soldier  in  India,  and  who  had  gone 
to  work  on  the  railways,  or  in  some  other 
occupation,  returned  home  at  the  age  of 
sixty  or  sixty-five,  having  been  absent 
for  forty  years,  would  he  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
proposed  to  be  drawn  up  ? 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  told  them  that 
this  matter  would  be  dealt  with  by 
regulations.  He  agreed  with  the  hoa. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  for  all  of 
them,  although  less  for  the  Govern- 
ment, if  the  regulations  were  put  before 
the  House  in  order  that  they  might  find 
out  what  they  were  discussing.  All 
they  could  do  was  to  ask  such  questions 
as  they  thought  important  in  order  to 
find  out  on  what  principle  the  regulations 
would  be  framed.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman  had  stated  that  the  case  of  the 
dailor  could  be  met  by  regulations  made 
under  the  Bill.  He  himself  had  some 
doubt  about  it.  Regulations  could  not 
be  made  which  would  conflict  with  the 
directions  of  the  Act.  Suppose  that  a 
man  over  fifty  who  was  serving  as  a 
merchant  seaman  gave  up  his  home  in 
this  country,  and  had  nothing  which 
could  be  regarded  as  a  home  or  domicile 
here,  and  that  he  went  off  for  three  or 
four  years  on  a  long  cruise,  under  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  it  would  be  perfectly 
impossible  to  make  regulations,  or,  if 
made,  to  enforce  them,  which  would 
enable  such  a  man  to  get  a  pension  at 
all.  Whatever  might  be  the  sailor's 
qualifications  in  other  respects  he  could 
not  say,  and  no  regulation  could  make  it 
possible  for  him  to  say,  that  he  had  for 
twenty  years  had  a  residence  in   this 
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country^rior  to  the  date  when,  in  other 
circumstances,  he  would  be  entitled  to 
a  pension.  That  was  a  person  the  House 
would  not  desire  to  exclude,  and  they 
were  entitled  to  some  better  assurance 
than  had  been  given  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  their  best  to  deal  with 
the  case  by  regulations. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Asquith 
Fife  shire,  E.):  wAs  understood  to  say 
that  in  the  case  put  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Wor- 
cestershire no  change  was  contemplated 

Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertforshire,  St.  Al- 
bans) urged  the  Government  to  make 
some  alteration  in  the  wording  of  the 
Bill.  It  was  perfectly  clear  in  the  Bill  as 
it  stood  that  persons  must  have  their 
residence  in  the  country'  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  pensions.  Local  conmiittees 
would  have  no  power  to  go  outside  of 
the  actual  wording  of  the  Bill.  This 
was  a  matter  which  affected  a  large 
rumber  of  people  who  had  peculiar 
claims  on  the  countr}'. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOLU  said  he  was 
sure  the  House  would  feel  that  they  must 
ask  the  Government  questions  in  regard 
to  the  meaning  of  these  words,  because 
they  had  not  the  regulations  before 
them,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no 
prospect  of  obtaining  them,  or  that  the 
pious  wishes  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sunderland  would  receive  early  fulfil- 
ment. The  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment nodded  approval  wheni  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Clare  suggested  that 
British  sailors  serving  on  foreign  ships 
should  have  pensions  just  as  if  they  were 
serving  on  British  ships.  He  did  not 
know  whether  that  approving  nod  was 
intended  to  commit  the  Government 
to  that  proposition,  and  he  would  like 
an  explicit  answer.  They  must  have 
a  strong  case,  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Government  did  say  so. 
Even  more  strong  than  the  case  of  the 
man  serving  on  a  foreign  ship  was  the 
case  of  the  engine  driver  on  an  Indian 
railway.  Ho  was,  after  all,  on  British 
territory.  He  was  not  serving  abroad. 
An  English  sailor  on  a  foreign  ship  was 
really  in  foreign  territory  and  earning 
his    livelihood  in   foreign    territory,  and 

Mr.  Bowles. 


his  case  was  really  extremely  doubtfnL 
but  they  could  not  exclude  such  a  case 
as  he  put,  namely,  the  British  engine 
driver  serving  on  an  Indian  lailwsy. 
The  Government  must  have  thought 
out  all  these  matters,  although  they  had 
not  been  able  to  give  the  House  the 
regulations  in  which  they  had  embodied 
the  results  of  their  reflections.  He 
thought  they  should  answer  these  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (JCddJe^ 
brough)  thought  that  a  British  sailor 
ser\'ing  on  a  British  ship  was  in  British 
territory. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  case 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare 
was  that  of  a  British  sailor  serving  on  a 
British  ship. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  his 
point  was  that  it  was  to  the  interest  verr 
often  of  this  State  that  certain  ships  which 
were  not  registered  in  this  country  as 
British  ships  should  be  largely  manned 
by  British  sailors.  There  were  many 
cases  where  that  was  so.  He  submitted 
that  in  cases  of  that  kind  a  British  sailor 
should  not,  on  returning  home  in  his  old 
age,  be  debarred  from  receiving  a  pension 
simply  because  he  had  not  served  on  a 
British  ship. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  was 
entirely  a  question  of  domicile.  There 
were  cases  where  a  sailor  was  serving  on 
board  a  foreign  ship — and  as  a  rule  it  was 
a  foreign  sl^p  in  the  ownership  of  which 
there  was  a  large  British  interest— and 
for  all  practical  purposes  it  was  a  British- 
owned  ship.  In  that  case  it  was  entiielr 
a  question  of  domicile — ^whether  ths 
sailor  really  had  his  home  in  thisconntiT 
or  whether  he  had  settled  down  altogether 
in  another  country,  say,  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  If  a  British  aaibr 
serving  on  board  an  American^ship  had 
settled  down  in  America  and  become  an 
American  citizen,  he  should  not  leceivs 
a  pension  in  this  country.  But  suppoaing 
he  was  8er\'ing  on  a  Brazilian  ship,  a  YtmA 
which  was  really  a  British-owned  ik^. 
but  which  in  order  to  conform  to  ceftaia 
regulations  Hew  the  Braalian  flag.  The 
real  question  was  whether  the  aaflor^w 
still   a    British   subject   with   a 
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domicile.  That  was  largely  a  question 
of  law.  He  wished  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man,  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  had 
seen  the  New  Zealand  regulations.  They 
were  very  vague,  because  they  were 
intended  to  leave  a  good  deal  of  latitud*^ 
for  the  many  cases  which  must  arise. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  complained 
that  the  Government  had  not  thought 
out,  not  the  two  or  three  cases  which  he 
had  suggested,  but  the  thousand  and  one 
cases  which  might  arise. 

Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR:     Classes    of 
cases. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  there  were 
not  so  many  classes  of  cases.  The  big 
classes  must  be  thought  out.  Besides 
the  cases  of  the  soldier  and  the  sailor, 
there  was  the  case  of  the  man  who  went 
out  to  serve  under  a  British  contract. 
It  might  be  for  three  or  four  years.  It 
might  be  in  South  America,  India,  China, 
or  Mexico.  There  were  many  cases  of 
that  kind  where  British  subjects  could  be 
serving  abroad.  There  were  hundreds 
of  decisions  of  the  Courts  dealing  with 
matters  of  that  kind.  The  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment only  provided  for  the  making  of 
regulations. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland)  said  that 
the  only  answer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given  was  similar  to  that  given  by 
the  Attorney- General  in  regard  to  one 
particular  section  of  the  Bill.  In  his 
view,  power  should  only  be  taken  to 
make  regulations  for  cases  which  had 
not  been  foreseen.  He  thought  it  was 
unfortunate  that  the  Government  had 
not  placed  the  New  Zealand  Act  and 
regulations  on  the  Table ;  that  would  have 
been  a  great  convenience,  as  they  had 
been  so  often  referred  to.  He  submitted  | 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  pass  the  Amend- 
ment, and  he  would  support  it  if  his  I 
hon.  friend  went  to  a  division.  There  was  ' 
a  very  common  case  which,  it  appeared 
to  him,  had  not  yet  been  considered  by 
the  Grovemment.  He  referred  to  the 
case  of  the  seaman,  a  single  man,  who 
spent  practically  the  whole  of  his  life 
at  sea.  His  home  had  passed  away ; 
he  had  no  family  connections  with  whom 
he  could  usually  stay  when  ashore. 
How  could  they  define  a  domicile  for  a 
man    of     that    description  ?      And    it 


would  be  very  hard  to  deprive  him  of 
a  pension  when  he  reached  the  age 
which  would  entitle  him  to  it,  and  when 
he  might  have  much  more  need  of  it  than 
many  other  men  who  received  pensions. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  them  again 
to   the   New    Zealand   regulations.     He 
did  not  want  to  see  the  New  Zealand 
regulations.     He  was  not  going  to  get 
a  pension  under  the  New  Zealand  Act, 
nor  was  he  going  to  pay  towards  pensions 
imder  that  Act.     What  he  did  want  ta 
see    were    the    regulations    which    were 
going  to  affect    him  as  a  taxpayer  and 
his  fellow  countrymen  as  recipients  of 
pensions.     The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
had  told  them  about  a  ship  owned  by  an 
English  company  but  which  sailed  under 
the  Brazilian  flag.     Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    say    that    the    regulations 
could  alter  the*^  law  of  the  land  ?     That 
ship  w»s  a  Brazilian  vessel^  no  matter 
who  owned  it.     The  right  hon.  Gentle^ 
man   acknowledged  the  difficulty  of    a 
seaman  on  board  such  a  ship,  and  said 
that  the  regulations  would  meet  it.     In 
his  opinion  the  only  way  to  meet  the 
difficulty  was  to  put  something  in  the 
Bill.     They    should    really    know    what 
fchey  were  doing  before  they  passed  the 
Bill.     At  the  present  moment  they  did 
not  know  in  the  least  who  was  to  frame 
the   regulations   based   on    some    other 
regulations  passed  by  another  country. 
This    was    the    great    object    lesson    in 
passing  legislation  in  an  abortive  manner,, 
tnd    he     sincerely    hoped    they    would 
never  again  have  such  a  measure. 

♦Mr.  CAVE  (Surrey,  [Kingston) 
pointed  out  that  domicUe  was  one 
thing  and  residence  another.  There 
were  thousands  of  people  domiciled  in 
England  who  were  resident  abroad,  and 
there  were  thousands  who  were  resident 
in  England  but  who  were  domiciled 
abroad.  An  hon.  Member  who  spoke 
<>n  the  part  of  seamen  seemed  to  think 
tliat  a  seaman  who  spent  all  his  life 
abroad  on  a  foreign  ship  could  yet  be 
resident  in  England.  He  was  quite 
mistaken.  All  the  regulations  could  do 
was  to  define  residence  ;  nobody  could 
rlefine  residence  so  as  to  be  synonymous- 
with  domicile.  An  Amendment  of  this 
Ixind  was  required  in  order  to  bring; 
British  seamen  into  the  Bill. 


1535 


Old-Jge 


{CX)MMONS} 


Pensions  BilL 


15M 


Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, ; 
E.R.,  Holdemess)  thought  the  Amend-  ■ 
ment   was   of   the   utmost  importance, ' 
and    he     pressed    the    Government    to  I 
reconsider  the  decision    arrived    at   by 
the     Chancellor     of     the     Exchequer.  I 
He'      was      perfectly      confident     that 
unless   the    Amendment   was    accepted 
great    hardship   would   be  inflicted   on 
a    vast     number    of     English     sailors. 
The    Grovemment    did    not     seem    to 
realise   what  the    eflect    of  their  own 
Bill  was  going  to  be.      Everyone  who 
was  connected  with  the  shipping  trade 
and    had    the    interest    of   the    English 
sailors  at  heart,  should  press  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  more  clearly  than  they  had 
done  why  it  was  that  they  would  not 
accept    the    Amendment.     The    regula- 
tions of  other  countries  had  nothing  to 


do  with  the  House  ;  what  they  wmtel 
to  know  was  what  the  GrovenuDait'i 
r^ulations  were  going  to  be.  He  midfl 
a  final  appeal  to  the  Fiiine  Umiter  to 
reconsider  the  decifiion  to  w\mk  tbe 
Grovemment  had  come  in  oidst  to 
obviate  what  would  be  a  gre&t  hardstup 
to  many  seamen. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said,  in  answer  to  tk 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Qentlenmiir  tJiAt  ii 
his  opinion  if  thi^  Amendm^t  wm 
carried,  it  would  greatly  re&tnct  tk 
scope  of  the  Bill  and  exclude  a  kigv 
number  of  peifions  from   its  openitioo. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  82  ;  Koe^ 
316.     (Division  Liat,  No,  176-) 


Anstnither-Gray,  Major 

Ashley.  W.  W. 

Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn.  Sir  H. 

Balcarre**,  Lord 

BalfourRt.  Hn.A..J.(City  Lond) 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Georsje. 

Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 

Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 

Bull,  Sir  William  James 

Oarlile,  E.  Hildred 

Cave,  Georjjje 

Cecil,  EvehTi  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 

Clive,  Percy  Archer 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisbam) 

Cochrane.  Hon  'Thos.  H.  A.  E. 

Courthope,  G.  Loyd 

Craij?, Captain  Jame8(l)o^'n,E.) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Dalrymple,  Viscount 

Duncan,  Robert(Lanark,Govan 

Faber  C^eorge  Denison  (York) 

Faber.  Capt.  \V.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gooch.Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  X.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Ac  land,  Francis  Dvke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  0. 
Ains worth,  .lohn  Stirling 
A«(|uith.Rt.Hn.  Herlxrt  Henry 
A  St  bury.  John  Meir 
Atherlcy-Jones,  L. 
Baker.  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Balfour.  Rol>ert  (Lanark) 
Barinu.  ( Iixlfrey  ( Isle  of  Wight 
Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 


AYES. 

Gordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardy, Laurence  (KentyAshfrd 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Harrison -Broadley,  H.  B. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Ho|)e,  James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Joynson-Hick«,  William 
King,Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Law,  Andrew  Bouar  (Bnlwich) 
Lockwood.  Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
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TsiXliKS    FOR  THE  NOIS— %. 

Joseph  Pfeaae  and  Blaster  ol 
EUbank. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  moved 
the  Second  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name.  He  had  put  down  two  because 
he  was  not  quite  certain  as  to  what  would 
happen  last  night.  The  Committee  hav- 
ing approved  the  schedule,  he  begged  to 
move  the  Second  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  i)age  1 .  line  26,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
*  (3)  The  means  of  the  person  as  calculated  under 
this  Act  must  not  exceed  £31  10s.'  ''—{Mr. 
Lloyd'Oeorfjc.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  in  the  Bill," — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOARES  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple) 
moved  an  Amendment  providing  that  a 
person  shall  be  disqualified  for  receiving 
an  old-age  pension  while  he  is  in  receipt 
of    any    poor    relief   (other  than   relief 
excepted  under  this  provision)  until  "  the 
31st  day  of    December,    1910,    unless"! 
Parliament  otherwise  determines  if  he 
has  at  any  time  since  Januray  1st,  1908,  ' 
received  any  such  relief.     He  understood 
that   the   Chancellor   of   the   Exchequer 
was   willing   to  accept  the  Amendment. 
The  result  of  accepting  the  Amendment 
was  that  they  would  be  giving  a  statutory  I 
undertaking  which  would  appear  in  the  ; 
Bill   itself   that   no    pauper   should    be 
excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  Old- Age 
Pensions  Act  later  than  31st  December, 
1910.     They  also  had  the  further  Parlia- 
mentary  midertaking   which   had    been 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  during  ; 
the  Committee  stage.      The  Amendment  j 
was   really   only   the   fulfilment   of  the 


I  distinct  pledges  given  by  ihe  Ghanoelloi 
j  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  GoQunittce 
I  stage.  Personally,  and  he  betiered 
I  he  spoke  for  many  oihen,  they  were 
'  sincerely  grateful  to  the  ChanoeDor  of  the 
,  Exchequer  for  meeting  them  in  the  mj 
I  in  which  he  had.    They  recogniaed  tint 

under  the  circumstances,  having  ngud 
!  to  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentkmin 

had  not  yet  received  the  Report  of  die 
'  Poor  Law    Commission,   he   had  done 

everything  that  he  possibly  could.   He 

would  detain  the  House  no  longer  but 

formally  move. 

Sm  FRANCIS  CHANNINO  fanni^ 
'  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  ittitil  *  to 
insert  the  words  *  the  thirty-fint  day  ai  D^ 
cember,  nineteen  hundred  and  ten,  unlen.*"— 
{Mr,  Soares,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worii 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  accepted  Oi 

Amendment. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  befaie  Oi 
Amendment  was  accepted  by  the  HoM 
he  would  like  to  ask  whether  an 
ment    which    would    admit    all 


paupers  and  greatly  increase  the  coil  tf 
the  measure  was  in  order.  His  seeodi 
point  was  that  he  did  not  approve  oitb 
date  being  put  in  in  this  way,  beeuiiit 
might  make  it  necessary  to  deal  viA 
the  matter  under    the  Bzpinng  IM 
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ntinuance  Bill.  He  would  have  pre- 
Ted  that  the  old  phrase  should  have 
en  allowed  to  remain.  The  only 
&8on  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
eqner  could  have  to  accept  this  Amend - 
mt  was  his  desire  to  put  off  the  evil 
,y.  If  the  Amendment  was  carried  a 
rge  increase  in  the  pensions  must  occur 

a  considerable  cost  to  the  Exchequer. 
8  did  not  think  that  was  good  legisla- 
m.    No  one  knew  how  they  were  going 

meet  the  liabilities  which  would  fall 
le  after  next  March,  and  if  there  was 
be  a  large  increase  of  liability  accruing 
1911    the    Parliament  of    that  day 
ould  be  left  to  deal  with  it.    The  Chan- 
Uor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  only  the 
her  day    preached    the    necessity    of 
onomy,  had  now  accepted  an  Amend 
ent    which    would    increase    the 
lonnously.    The  expenditure  the 
m.  Gentleman  was  responsible/ibr  he 
tsired  to  restrict,  but  expendij^re  which 
jnld  occur  three  years  hei^e  he  cared 
^tiling  about.     They   wafe  now  legis- 
ting  for  1911,  two  a;2(a  a  half  years 
mce,   and  they   did/i^ot   know   what 
ight    happen    thert!.    They    did    not 
low  in  the  least  h(6w  great  the  deficit, 
iring    to    falling/  revenue,  would    be. 
hder  these  circumstances,  it  was  ex- 
•emely    rash    oi    the    Government    to 
ccept    the    Ajnendment.      If    it    was 
assed,     and     the      Government      said 
1     1911    thiit     they     had     not     the 
loney  to  do  it,  they  would  have  to  have 
.  new  ameriding  Act.    The  House  ought 
o  pause,  therefore,  before  accepting  the 
imendmeut. 


Mr.  VALTER  long  thought  this 
/kmendntent    certainly    deserved    more 
conaideKtion  than  it  had  received.    It 
was    t'.e     first     occasion      on     which 
such    ai      Amendment    in     this     form 
had  evr  been   accepted.      The  Govern- 
ment  lad    often,    for    the   purpose    of 
achievig  the  object  they  had  in  view, 
Hmite^  an  Act  for  a  certain  time,  with 
the  rtmlt    that    when    the  time    came 
the  diiculty  could  always  be  got  out  of 
\}j  puting  the  Act  into  the  schedule  of 
the  Eipiring    Laws    Continuance    Bill, 
It  seered  to  him  that  if  the  Amendment 
"weiB  inserted  the  hor.  Member  would 
be  »bk  to  claim  that  he  was  the  only 
private  Member  ^^^  ^*^  succeeded  in 


added  materially  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Bill ;    whereas  with  all  others  they  had 
been  told  that  they  could  not  add  to 
the  cost  of  the  Bill,  and  that  it  could 
only  be  done  by  the  Government,  and 
not  left  to  a  private  Member.     Further 
than  that,  they  had  been  told  that  they 
could  not  deal  with  anything  that  added 
to  the  cost  of  the  Bill,  unless  it   were 
dealt   with  in   Committee.     What   was 
to  be  the  proposal  of  the  Government  ? 
If  this  was  to  be  their  procedure  it  would 
form  a  precedent.     What  was  it  that 
the    Grovemment    were    doing  ?     They 
had  been   thanked  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
for  their  generosity  ;    but  it  seamed  to 
those  on  ^g  «ide  of  the  House  that  they 
were.b^g  generous  with  other  people's 
t^Bie  as  well  as  other    people's  money. 
;ere   were    the     Government   entering 
into    an    obligation    to    do    a     certain 
thing  at  the  distant  period  of  eighteen 
months  from  now.    Many  things  might 
happen  in  eighteen  months  ;  but  suppose 
when  the  time  came  that  the  business 
of  the  country  was  in  the  same  condition 
as  it  was  in  to-day,  and  when  they  had 
got  through  a  portion  of  their  work  they 
were  obliged  to  sit  in  the  autumn,  what 
were    the    Government    going    to    do  ? 
Were  they  going  to  bring  in  an   amend- 
ing Bill  simply  altering  this,    or  were 
they  going  to   postpone  it  to  another 
year  ?     Were    they    going,    when    1910 
came,   again   to  legislate   and   make   it 
1911,  for  which  purpose  they  must  have 
a  separate  Bill,  to  go  through  all    its 
stages,    to    postpone    the    date  ?     The 
proper   course   for  the   Government,   if 
the  proposals  in  the  Bill  were  pf   an  ex- 
perimental   kind    and    not    permanent, 
was  to  give  Parliament  an  opportunity 
of    reconsidering    whether    the    proper 
course  would  not  be  to  follow  precedent 
and  have  a  fixed  limit — say  one  or  two 
years,   or    whatever   they    liked.      The 
present    course     was    entirely    against 
precedent,  and  had  nothing  to  recom- 
mend it  except  for  the  purpose   of  the 
Grovemment's  shunting  its  responsibility 
probably  on  to  the  shoulders  of  their 
successors.     The  year  1910  for  the  pur- 
poses  of   legislation    practically    meant 
two  and  a  half  years  from  the  present 
vear.     It   meant   that   the    House    was 
pledging  Parliament  to  legislate  in  two 


getting  (^   Amendment  inserted  which  I  and  a  half  yeaia  from  now.     That  was 
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cost  of  the  Bill,  yet  when  this  lmp6rtant 
at  what  they  really  ought    matter    came     under    discussion    they 

were^  told  that  the  Amendment  wpul^ 
be  accepted. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  wanted  to 

put  the  problem,  as  he  understood  it, 

^^    ^  in    a    precise    form.    The    right    hon. 

of*  thr^ountrv^^But   ^^^^®^*^  ^^  ^^^  them  that  if  this 


to  follow  precedent  ,by 
Bill  provisional  in  its  char- 
time.  The  reason  of  the 
was  that  they  did  not 
Gike  the  Bill  provisional  in 
r.  They  wanted  the  Bill 
to  be  a  permanent  charge 
nue 

to  this  provision  as  to  the 
hey  intended  that  it  should 
y  ;  they  intended  that  it 
aited  to  the  two  years  which 
)Ught  to  put  into  the  Bill, 
e  real  reason  why  they  were 
I  the  temporary  character 
-the  only  part  of  it  which 
)nal. 


LIAM   RUTHERFORD 

^est  Derby)  asked  the  right 
man  whether  he  would  in- 
use  what  would  be  the  cost, 
)  the  actuarial  experts,  in 
would   be   involved.     They ' 


disqualification  were  struck  out  of  the 
Bill  it  would  mean  an  addition  of 
£3,500,000  to  the  annual  cost  of  the 
scheme.  But  it  had  been  pointed  out 
I  that  if  it  were  left  permanent  it  would 
go  on  diminishing ;  the  difEerence  be- 
tween the  cost  of  the  scheme  without 
it,  and  the  cost  of  the  scheme  with  it, 
would  go  on  diminishing,  because  the 
guardians  would  gradually  cease  to 
give  outdoor  relief,  and  all  the  people 
who  would  otherwise  receive  outdoor 
relief  would  gradually  become  pensioners. 
The  point  raised  by  his  hon.  friend 
was  this  I  How  many  outdoor  relief 
people   would   have  become  pensioners 


last   night   from   the    right  jn   the   estimation   of   the   Government 

,T,o«    ;«    r>^r,^r.A   f^   o    i„^«^  bcforc  31st  December,  1910?     That;  of 

Zlnlirl    tl  Jt^t  course,  must  betaken f;omthe£3,500,600.' 

propositions,    some   sort   of  r>  ^  •       xi.  ^  ^.i.-  \^ 

as   to    how    much    money  ?°*  supposmg  that  some^tang  or  other 

involve.      The     question  '  ^^^fT^^^^  "''^V^  !^^''^,  Tf"  ,^"«: 

discussion  was  obviouslv  a  *''**  *J«  ^  T'Jfi?  T^  itself  out 

tant   one,    and   would   have  *«  '*  ^^T"  '  ^     ^  d«quahfication 

■  bringing  into  the  purview  **'^®    *°    *'^    ®°^    altogether    on    Slst 

^«„o;«^o    „„    ; .„   K„j..  December,  1910,  what  would  be  the  net 

tensions   an   immense    body      ,j.^.       1     ^■,  ^     t   ^-l.       . 

nd  nerhans  the  richt  hon  *^*"tion  to  the  cost  of   the  scheme  to 

ar   some    other   member   of  *t^  "<r'*'^n     H«  did  not  know  whether 

aent  could  tell  them  what  *^«  ^''''*'"u^'*  K^''  Exchequer  could 

mean    in    figures.     He   had  *?"    *u- '^  i^**'    ^"t  ^n    Y»«   »"f«™»- 

fter    what    the    right    hon.  *^°"  ^^""^  ^^""^  '^*'°*^  ''''^  *"  ^*^*^- 
had    told    them    last    night 

had  a  special  study  made        Mr.    LLOYD-GEORGE       said       the 

rent  Amendments  in  order  Question  put  to  him  by  the  hon.  Member 

from    the    best    actuarial  for  Liverpool  was  what,  in  fact,  would 

on   that   could   be   brought  be  the  additional  charge.     As  a  matter 

on    the    subject    what    the  of    fact,    in    his    judgment,  this,  would 

ild  mean  to  the  Exchequer  diminish  the  charge  for  the  very  reason 

5nt   moment ;      and  he   for  pointed  out  by  the  noble  Lord,  because 

very    much    like    to    know  Parliament  would  be  face  to  face  with 

be  the  cost  of  an  Amend-  the   problem  of  the  Poor  Law  with  a 

is   character   and   to    what  '  view  to   discrimination,    and   also   with 

would  really  be  committed,  a  view  to  allocating  the  charge  between 

'•cry    important    point,    and  local    and    Imperial    finance.     He    was 

ititlod  to  ask  the  Chancellor  afraid  he  could   not  answer  the  noble 

*-hcquor    for    those    figures,  I^)rd   off-hand,  but  he  would  look  into 

houuh  on  every  one  of  the  the  matter  and  give  him  the  answer. 

5  they   had   been  told   that ,  It   involved   very   careful   inquiry   into 

do   nothing;   to   increase  the  fijjures. 

^L     [FouKTU  Skriks.]  3  H 
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Qlendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Qoddard«  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Goooh,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gordon,  Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcoiirt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ro88endale 

Haroourt,  Robert  V.(Montro8e) 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Merthyr  Tydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Woro'r.) 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harwood,  George 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Hiffham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hop?,  W.  Bate  man(  Somerset, N. 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,Edmund  G.(Leominster) 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 

Lamont,  Norman 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 

L?a,  Hugh  Cecil(St.Pancras,E.) 

L?c8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,  A.  Levy(E8sex,Harwich) 

L?ver,  ^y.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,  S) 


{7  July  1908} 

MacVeigh,Charlc8  (Donegal,E.) 

M*Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crae,  Sir  George 

M*Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M*Laren,  H.  D.  (SUfford,  W.) 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N.) 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nichol8on,Charles  N.(Doncast'r 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

0' Kelly,  James  (Roscommon,N. 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Perks,  Sir  Robert  William 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pickersgill,  Bdward  Hare 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Price,Sir  Robert  J. ( Norfolk, E.) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H, 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro') 

Reddy,  M. 

Rendall,  Athclst«n 

Richards,Thomas  ( W.Monm'th) 

Richard8,T.F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n) 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,Sir  John  H.(Denbighs) 

Robertson,Sir  G  Scott(  Bradford 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L,  (Cleveland) 
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Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manche8ter) 
Scott,  A.H.(  Ashton-under-Lyn  0 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford*, 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Qawiok,  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebroo^ 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 
Thompson,  J.  W.H.  (Somerset, E 
Thome,G.  R.  (Wolverhampton) 
Tillett,  Louis  John 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Ward,  John  ( Stoke- upon-Trent 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Jos i ah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
WhitUker,Rt.Hn  SirThomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  John  (Durham, Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 
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Ashloy,  W.  W. 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bjinner,  Jolin  S.  Harmood- 
Barrio,  H.  T.  (Londonderry.N.) 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
C^ve,  George 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dalrymplc,  Viscount 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Duiioan,Rol)ert'(Lanark,Govaii 

Fell,  Arthur 

Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Pcckham) 

Gordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton,  John 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  FitEalan(Shcffield) 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Joynson-Hicks,  William 

King,Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 

Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Bulwich) 

Lookwood,  Bt.Hn.Lt..Col.A.R. 

Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (IhibUn,  S 

MacCaw,  William  J.  SlacGeagh 
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M' Arthur,  Gharles  _ 

Morpeth,  Visoonnt 
Pkrkes,  Ebeneser 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Remnant,  James  Farquhanoa 
Roberts,  S.  (8hcffioId,£cclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  davell 
Starkey,  John  R. 
SUveley-Hill,  Henry  (SUflTsb. 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.)' 


Tellers  k>&  nos  Kon— 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Hti 
Fonter. 


Other  Amendments  made — 

•  In  pftge  2,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  8uch.*  " 

'*  In  page  2,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  /is/  and  insert  the  words  *  (other  than 
medionl  or  surgical  assistance  or  relief  herein- 
before specifically  excepted)  which.'  '* 

'*  In  page  2.  line  18,  after  the  word  *  is,'  to 
insert  the  words  *  expressly  declared.*  " 

**  In  page  2,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  not,'  to 
iiwcrt  the  words*  to  he.*  " — {Mr,  JJotfd-Oeorge.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2.  lino  19,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words '  or  a  reason  for  depriving  any  |>erson  of 
any  franchise,  right,  or  i)rivilego.*  *' — (J/r. 
Lloyd'Ocorgc.) 

Question  pi oposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  was  not  quite  certain  as  to  the  effect 
of  this  Amendment.  His  attention  had 
been  called  to  a  case  in  which  certain 
people  who  occupied  almshouses  had 
been  disqualified  from  voting,  and  he 
presumed  the  reason  was  that  thoy  did 
not  get  the  proper  latchkey  control. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  these 
words  were  necessary  because  some  of 
the  Vaccination  Acts  did  not  expressly 
refer  to  this  disqualification. 

\oHVt  R.  CECIL  said  that  accordiuii 
to  liis  reading  of  tlie  subsection  its 
otloi't  was  to  niako  anything  that  was 
lunv  a  di<(iuali fixation  a  bar  to  a  pension. 
Would  that  also  apply  to  future  legisla- 
tion ?  Supposing  a  Bill  was  brought 
in  which  removed  some  disqualification 
for  some  particular  form  of  Poor  Law 
reliof.  f'>r    example,    by  providing  that 


henceforth  the  treatment   of  a  patient 

in    an  infirmary  should    not  disqualifr 

him    for    voting.       Would     that,    ipso 

factOy    give    that    man    a    right    to  i 

pension  ?    If   so,   it   would    be   a    Bill 

imposing  a  charge  upon  the   taxpayer 

and  no  such  Bill  could  be  intzoduced 

without    a    preliminary    Resolution  u 

Committee.    That  would  put  it  out  of 

the  power  of  any  private  Member  to 

:  deal  with  the  question.     He  would  lib 

:  to    know    from    the    Attomey-Genezal 

what  was  the  object  of  this  subsectuw. 

I 

!     Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  pmnt 

■  raised    by    the    noble    Loid    depended 

.  entirely   upon    the    wording    to   wUdi 

,  he  had  referred,  and  the  form  in  irUA 

it  was  passed.    As  to  his  point  of  oxder 

he  was  not  able  to  express  an  opinkm 

upon  it.    Ipso  facto  if  a  Bill  of  the  aoct 

indicated  were  passed   the   disqualifi» 

tions  dealt  with  would  cease. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  nd 
that  according  to  the  right  hen.  Ocntfc- 
man's  statement  the  effect  of  Bom 
future  law  removing  Poor  Law  dii- 
qualifications  might  be  at  one  blow  It 
alter  the  class  of  people  who  were  entity  i 
to  receive  a  pension.  He  thou^t  tkj 
were  entitled  to  know  thete  and  tba 
what  those  disqualificationa  were  goaf 
to  be.  If  it  was  made  clear  tf^^t  iriM 
was  meant  was  the  inesent  disqoali&i- 
tions  attaching  to  pauperism  then  wmU 
be  an  end  of  the  question  ;  but  if  tkf 
question  was  left  open  aa  the  Cte- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  indieatedy  ni 
could  be  altered  by  my  anhssoM 
Registration  Law,  it  ^  u  Ekalf  to  k 
in  a  muddle,  and  very  i     '         —    ' ' 
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and  complications  with  regard  to  other 
subjects  would  arise.  That  was  a  most 
objectionable  way  of  dealing  with  the 
subject. 


1554 

♦Mb.  DEPUTYSPEAKER  said  the 
Amendments  standing  in  the  name^^  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London  were  not  in  order. 

Viscount  MORPETH  (Birmingham,  „  r,  t..xtt>  ^ 
^.)  said  there  was  a  Bill  brought  in  bv  \  °^*  '*.  BANBURY,  on  a  point  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Somerset  which  ^^^®^»  s^^d  his  Amendment  added  the 
took  away  the  disqualification  for  some  ^^^^  "  ^^  reason  of  gambling,  drunken* 
forms  of  Poor  Law  relief  such  as  medical  '  ^®*®'  ^^  idleness."  He  respectfully  sub- 
relief.     In    future    any    party    dealing  I  ^^**®<i  t^a*  those  words  were  in  order. 

I  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  it  would 
considerably  narrow  the  area  of  dis- 
qualification, and,  therefore,  decrease 
the  charge  on  the  revenue. 

Lord  R.  CECIL,  speaking  on  the 
point  of  order,  said  it  was  a  great  surprise 
to  many  Members  of  the  House  to  hear 
from  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  his  test  would  exclude  more  people 
than  would  be  excluded  by  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  his  hon.  friend,    'that 


with  disqualifications  for  the  franchise 
would  at  the  same  time  be  altering 
legislation  in  a  different  field  of  life, 
and  they  would  be  fundamentally  altering 
the  foundation  upon  which  this  Bill 
was  based.  That  seemed  a  very  un- 
desirable way  of  proceeding;  it  was 
very  unscientific  and  cumbersome,  and 
it  might  be  the  means  of  permitting 
by  a  side  wind  a  very  large  number  of 
new  pensioners  to  come  under  the 
scheme,  which  would  vastly  increase 
the  cost.     All  through  the  debates  the 


t/ix^  i;u;si;.  Ail  Tjurougn  Tdie  aeoates  tne  "*^"^  i^xvjjvocu.  uy  ma  uun,  irieuu.  ±iuii 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  ,  ^*®  *  matter  of  very  grave  doubt,  and 
adamant  as  regarded  any  proposals  to    ^®  submitted  with  the  greatest  respect 


increase  the  cost  of  the  scheme,  and  he 
had  begged  the  House  not  to  press  him 
as  he  had  no  money  with  which  to  deal 
with  the  suggestions  made.  Notwith- 
standing that,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  quite  reckless  in  accepting  obliga- 
tions which  would  mature  in  three  yeara 


that  it  was  not  one  which  it  was  possible 
for  any  occupant  of  the  Chair  to  pronounce 
upon.  The  words  which  provided  that 
it  was  to  be  a  disqualification  for  a 
pension  if  an  applicant  "  has  habitually 
failed  to  work  according  to  his  ability, 
opportunity,  and  need  .  .  .  ."    were  so 


1^1  WHO  wiiiuii  wuuiu  luature  m  tnree  years  i  ^f^f^j-i'i*"*!';',  ouu  uwu  ....      werv  »u 
time,  and  he  had  made  no  attempt  to  i  v^ague  that  it  was  difficult  to  say  what 


maintain  that  strict  guardianship  of 
the  finances  of  the  country  in  future  , 
years  which  he  so  steadfastly  main- 
tained for  the  present  year.  He  thought 
the  subsection  ought  to  be  recast  in  ; 
order  that  all  the  bars  to  pensions  might 
be  clearly  understood  by  all  citizens. 

Mr.     BOWLES     thought     everybody 
would  agree  that  there  was  some  force  \ 
ill  the  remarks  made  by  his  hon.  friends 
o.\  this  point.     The  object  they  had   in 
view  was  to  make  the  disqualification 
clear  and  final,  and  that  could  be  achieved 
if  the  Government  would  put  in  some 
words  confining  their  measure  to  those 
matters  which  were  at  the  present  moment 
a    disqualification.     Surely    they    could' 
not  allow  the  Bill  when   it  became  an  I 
Act  to  shift  about   automatically  with  i 
every  change  in   the  franchise. 

.cunendment  agreed  to. 


they  meant.  He  submitted  that  they 
would  be  construed  to  exclude  only 
those  who  were,  in  the  words  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  wastrels 
iind  drunkards.  If  the  Amendment  were 
accepted,  not  only  would  wastrels  and 
drunkards  be  excluded,  but  also  those 
whose  failure  could  be  shown  to  be  due 
(;o  gambling  or  idleness. 

♦Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER:  I  have 
conferred  with  Mr.  Speaker  particularly 
on  this  point.  On  the  question  of 
Hubstance,  I  do  think  that  the  hon. 
Baronet's  Amendment  would  narrow 
the   exceptions. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  asked  if  he  might 
j  move  the  Amendment  in  another  way. 
I  He  would  move  to  insert  after  the  second 
I  *'  he  "  in  line  21  the  words  "  shall  have 
brought  himself  into  a  position  to  apply 
{  for  a  pension  by  reason  of  gambling, 
I  drunkenness,  idleness,  or." 
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*  Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER:  I  think 
that  would  extend  the  exceptions,  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  in  order. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  would 
move  the  Amendment  in  that  form. 
It  would  pass  the  wit  of  man  to  define 
the  words  in  the  Bill  "ability,  oppor- 
tunity, and  need,"  and,  therefore,  some 
words  should  be  introduced  which  the 
ordinary  pension  committee  or  pension 
ojQ&cer  would  be  able  to  understand. 
The  words  of  the  Amendment  were 
extremely  clear.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  people  who  worked  for  some 
hours  of  the  day  at  crossing  sweeping 
and  other  casual  occupations  and  earned 
enough  to  keep  themselves  in  a  very 
comfortable  way.  He  was  told  by  the 
chairman  of  a  London  board  of  guardians 
that  there  were  many  people  who 
earned  their  living  by  doing  odd  jobs 
for  small  payments,  and  who  never 
had  what  might  be  called  regular  work. 
These  people  did  not  dislike  hard  work, 
but  they  disliked  regular  work,  pre- 
fering  to  take  the  chance  of  earning  Is. 
or  2s.  casually  now  and  again.  So  far 
as  he  could  make  out  that  class  would 
under  this  clause  be  qualified  for  pensions, 
because  all  they  would  have  to  say 
was  that  they  had  worked  so  far 
as  was  necessary  for  their  need.  Who 
was  going  to  define  what  was  meant  by 
working  according  to  opportunity  ?  He 
had  come  across  a  great  many  people 
who  always  attributed  their  misfortune 
to  want  of  opportunity ;  it  was  never 
caused  by  stupidity,  laziness,  or    any 


according  to  their  ability.  The  daiiae 
as  it  stood  was  almost  incapable  of  in- 
terpretation, and  it  would  be  inter- 
preted in  all  sorts  of  different  ways  by 
pension  committees  and  pension  o£Eu»n. 
The  words  he  proposed  to  intiodiice 
were  simple  and  would  have  the  effect 
of  governing  the  loose  phiaseology  of 
the  Bill.    He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.    lane-fox    (Yorkshire,    W.R., 
Barkston  Ash)  seconded  the  AmendmeDt. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  page  2,  line  21,  after  the  seoond  won! 
*  he.'  to  insert  the  words  '  shall  have  liroiif^ 
himself  into  a  position  to  apply  for  a  i 
by  reason  of  gambling,  dnmke 
or.'  "—{8%r  F.  Banbury.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


That  those  wosdi 


Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  said  the 
hon.  Baronet  made  a  osefol  oheervation 
which  would  be  very  helpful  to  the 
House.  He  said  that  to  find  a  pcopv 
form  of  words  would  pass  fhe  wH  d 
man. 

Sir  F.  BANBURT  said  that  wliat  k 
stated  was  that,  to  interpret  the  fifDrm  of 
words  in  the  clause  as  proposed  b^tk 
Gk>vemment  would  pass  the  wit  of  i 


!     Mr.  crooks  said  that  was  encdr 
{ what    he   was   going    to    apply  to  tk 

thing  inherent  in  themselves.  [Cries  of  •  Amendment  of  the  hon.  baronet  B 
"  Oh."]  He  was  not  speaking  specially  would  pass  the  wit  of  any  ordinaiy  mi 
of  the  working  classes.  That  applied  1  to  give  a  definition  of  those  three  woidK- 
to  all  classes.  The  people  he  had  in  his  j ''  gambling,  drunkenness,  and  idlouK* 
mind  were  more  or  less  the  professional  { It  would  be  possible  to  argue  for  a  nmk, 
classes.  Hon.  Members  misjudged  him  j  or,  for  that  part,  for  any  length  of  tOH 
if  they  thought  he  was  in  the  least  ;  as  to  what  was  gambling.  He  hi 
prejudiced.  He  had  gained  some  ex-  i  heard  it  described  as  a  man  pnttiBf  • 
perience  of  the  world,  and  he  would  ;  shilling  on  the  wrong  horse  and  hiBiiig  Ik 
devote  himself  to  the  best  of  his  ability  ;  money.  There  were  people  who  Ir 
to  see  that  Acts  of  Parliament  were  -  clared  that  such  a  man  was  a 
framed  in  accordance  with  human  nature 
as  it  was,  and  not  in  accordance  with 
human  nature  as  it  appeared  to  be 
in  the  generous  hearts  of  hon.  Members. 
The  word  "ability"  would  be  equally 
difficult  to  define,  for  there  were  some 
who.  though  they  had  the  ability,  preferred 
the  easier  part  of  not  exerting  themselves  .  of  putting  Chinese  labour  into 


of  the  glorious  national  sport 
racing.    That  was  one  form  of  i 
Then,  he  had  heard  in  that 
cussions   on   company    promotsa^ 
those  who  watered  stock    nd  tbs  etiflii 
of  companies.    He  had  also  haaid  dt^ 
of  South  African  mines,  s     1  the 
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order  to  get  the  shareholders'  money 
back.  He  did  not  know  whether  that 
was  gambling  or  not ;  it  might  be  open  to 
discussion.  It  might  be  regarded  as  the 
spirit  of  initiative  for  which  the  Britisher 
was  so  notable,  and,  in  that  event,  the 
man  was  an  investor;  but  if  he  was 
•*  blued  "  in  his  investment  he  would  lose 
his  pension,  and  if  he  backed  the  wrong 
horse  he  was  bowled  out  at  once.  Next 
as  to  drunkenness ;  was  there  any  living 
soul  who  could  define  drunkenness  ? 
He  had  seen  a  barometer  marking  degrees 
of  drunkenness — ^half-slewed,  half -drunk, 
steadily  drunk,  talkatively  drunk, 
quarrelsome  drunk,  maudlin  drunk, 
dead  drunk,  besides  other  sorts  of 
drunkenness.  What  particular  degree 
of  drunkenness  was  to  disqualify  for  a 
pension  ?  He  had  even  been  in  another 
place,  and  had  seen  a  noble  Lord  trying 
to  balance  a  glass  of  water.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  the  water  that  over-balanced 
his  legs.  What  about  the  noble  Lords 
who  had  gambled  away  the  whole  of 
their  estates  ?  He  had  seen  men  walk 
into  this  House  and  it  was  difficult  to  say 
that  they  were  drunk,  but  still  more 
difficult  to  say  that  they  were  perfectly 
sober.  Were  they  going  to  put  the  poor 
pension  committee  in  the  position  of 
inquiring  how  a  man  had  lost  his  money 
if  he  ever  had  any  ?  But  when  he  came 
to  idleness,  that  capped  the  whole  lot. 
Would  they  define  the  British  House  of 
Commons  listening  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
hour  after  hour  as  indulging  in  idleness  ? 
No  one  could  define  idleness.  It  all 
depended  upon  the  class  one  belonged  to. 
The  ordinary  intelligent  legislator  "  culti- 
vated leisure  "  ;  the  poor  unfortunate 
members  below  the  gangway  "  wasted 
time  "  in  discussing  questions  they  had 
not  properly  devoted  attention  to ! 
The  House  might  go  on  debating  these 
three  words,  "  gambling,  drunkenness 
and  idleness"  until  hon.  Members  were 
seventy,  and  then,  though  qualified  by 
age  for  pensions,  they  would  be  dis- 
quaUfied  on  account  of  so  many  years 
waste  of  time  and  idleness.  Who  then 
"would  be  qualified  ?  It  was  useless  to 
discuss  what  the  scheme  would  cost 
because  everyone  would  be  disqualified, 
and  so  the  scheme  would  cost  nothing  at 
all.  The  hon.  Baronet  had  said  some- 
thing about  the  man  who  did  odd  jobs. 


He  thought  the  hon.  Baronet  said  *•  mess- 
ing about " ;  that  was  language  up 
to  his  standard  !  He  was  reminded  oi 
the  man  who,  on  being  asked  by  his 
employer  what  he  had  been  doing, 
presented  a  bill : — "  To  whitewashing, 
stopping  up  rat  holes,  and  humbugging 
about,  4s.  6d."  Under  the  hon.  Baronet's 
scheme  that  man  would  be  ruled  out. 
He  had  no  two  opinions  about  the 
Amendment ;  and  he  would  vote  against 
it  at  oi\ce. 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr, 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) said  that  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  spoken  had  demonstrated  how  im- 
possible it  would  be  to  carry  out  the 
hon.  Baronet's  Amendment.  The  only 
definition  of  drunkenness  that  he  had 
ever  heard  was  made  by  a  man  who  was 
asked  if  he  had  ever  seen  anybody 
drunk  ;  and  his  reply  was  "  Oh,  he  did 
not  think  he  had ;  but  he  had  seen 
a  commercial  traveller  wheeled  along  a 
railway  platform  in  a  wheelbarrow,  and 
he  really  thought  that  he  was  a  little 
overcome."  As  to  a  question  of  character 
as  a  test,  that  had  been  abandoned  in 
deference  to  the  general  opinion  expressed 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  the  test 
ought  to  be  rather  that  of  industry. 
That  was  the  Amendment  which  the 
(Jovemment  had  now  introduced  into 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Baronet  proposed 
to  revert  to  the  character  test,  which 
discussion  had  shown  would  be  not  only 
impossible  but  inexpedient.  The  words 
of  the  Bill  as  they  now  stood  would 
cover  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Baronet,  viz.,  the  cases  of  those  who 
were  habitual  gamblers,  dnmkards,  and 
idlers. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERIAIN  said 
he  wished  the  opponents  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  come  to  some  agreement 
among  themselves  as  to  what  the  effect 
of  it  would  really  be.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  been  upheld  by 
the  Deputy  Speaker  in  the  view,  wh^n 
the  Amendment  was  proposed  in  another 
form,  that  it  would  lead  to  an  increase 
of  charge,  and  now  it  was  held  that  it 
would  diminish  pensions.  He  had 
listened  with  some  regret  to  the  refer- 
ences made  hj  the  hon.  Member  ior 
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Woolwich  to  this  Uousu  and  to  another 
placo,  and  he  still  further  regretted  that 
these  charges  should  have  been  received 
as  a  matter  of  laughter.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Woolwich,  in  opposing  the 
Amendment,  had  asked  if  they  set 
up  a  test,  and  said  that  a  man  should 
be  disqualified  for  receiving  a  pension 
who  had  brought  himself  into  a  position 
of  need  by  gambling,  drunkenness,  and 
idleness,  who  was  to  get  a  pension  ? 
But  who  was  to  get"a  pension  under  the 
Government  scheme  ?  He  admitted  the 
difficulty  of  determining  who  had  brought 
himself  into  a  position  of  need  by  gam- 
bling, drunkenness,  or  idleness.  The 
Government  believed  that  by  their 
Amendment  they  would  exclude  any 
man  who  had  wasted  his  life  by  gambling, 
dninkenneas,  and  idleness.  They  also 
l)olieved  that  they  had  done  some- 
thing more  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
the  Government  had  found  a  defini- 
tion which  WHS  easier  of  interpreta- 
tion than  that  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 
That  w^as  the  question  he  wanted 
answered  by  the  Postmaster-General, 
and  he  thought  the  House  was  entitled 
to  an  answer  before  the  vote  was  taken. 


Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  the  objec- 
tion to  the  Amendment  was  obvious. 
The  Postmaster-General  had  stated  quite 
clearly  that  the  Government  had  agreed 
to  delete  the  character  test,  and  the 
Amendment  proposed  to  reinsert  it. 
The  Government  proposed  only  an 
industry  test,  the  Amendment  suggested 
there  should  be  also  a  moral  one.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  reject  the 
Amendment  and  pass  to  the  discussion 
of  other  Amendments  of  importance. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  Government 
would    accept     the    Amendment.      The 
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if  a  man  had  beeu  conviqted  three  or 
four  times  in  three  or  four  p<HiBecutiTe 
years  for  drunkenness  to  say  that  tie 
man   was   a   drunkard    and   ought  not 
to    have    a    pension.     There    was   far 
greater  difficulty  in  defining  what  th* 
ability  of  a  man  of  seventy   was.   It 
might  be  easy  to   do   so   in   the  mrd 
districts,    but   in   large    cities    such  u 
Liverpool  and  London  where  work  wm 
not  given  to  men  over  forty -five  ycirt 
of  age  there  were   many   hundreds  of 
deserving  people  who    were    unable  to 
find  work.    How  was  it  possible  to  mt 
that    those    men    had    failed    to   wo^ 
according  to  their  ability,  opportunity, 
and  needs?    It  would  be   a  very  easy 
thing  for  a  pension  officer  to  say  to  a 
man  :  "  You  have  not  worked  according 
to  your  ability,  opportunity  and  neeJa, 
because  I  myself  have  seen  you  knocking 
about  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  yean 
doing  nothing."    The  clause,  if  passed, 
would   be   a    most    unsatisfactory  and 
difficult    clause   to    deal    with;  it  pro- 
vided no  reasonable  safeguards  against 
the    wrong   kind   of  men    getting  pen- 
sions,   and    the   idea    of    the    Amend- 
ment was  to  make  it  possible  for  tlie 
habitual    drunkard,    gambler,  or    idler 
to  be  kept  out.    He  would  support  the 
.\mendment. 


Mr.  ADKINS  (Lancashire,  Middliston) 
said  that  while  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  was  nominally  supporting 
the  Amendment,  his  speech  was  i 
criticism  of  the  clause  which  the  Amtair 
ment  was  to  alter.  If  there  Vrere  diffi- 
culties of  construction  in  the  clsise 
those  difficulties  would  be  inoesMd 
by  the  Amendment,  which  would  ktd 
to  great  injustice  in  many  cases,  lb 
wotcL  *'  habitually  "  did  not  apply  in  aif 
reasonable  interpretation  of  the -c1mi& 
He  was  surprised  that  the  hon.  Hember 
should  seek  to  support 


object  of  It  was  not  to  c.«t  any  .lur  on  .^^.^j^  ^,^^y  l^^ng  into  considerAtjfi 
the  words  proposed  by  the  iToveniment,  ^^^^^^^^^  ^.j^i^^  ^^^j^  ^^  properiy  k 
W  to  add  oertam  other  disqualifications  J  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  tribunal  or  committal 
It  was  only  luht  to  make  it  q^ne .  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^le  BiU  and  irUA 
clear  that  as  these  per.Bions  were^.^^^^  ^^^^  inequitably  and  wm^ 
to  bo  a  reward  for  elderlv  People  ^j^^^^^^  the  countrv.  Oa  tki 
o    a  deson-uig  oharaotor,  the  drunkard      ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  Amendmenir 

the  L'ainblor,  and  the  idle  person  should  .  ^  ^^ 

be    exrludod.     Althouirh    it     iiii»:ht     be  t 

ditru-ulT  to  dotine  the  words  ^^uubler ;  Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  {Shnfim, 
a  id  drunkard,  it  would  not  be  ditVioult    Oswestry)    said    he    could 

Mr.  AiLstcn  Chmnhvlain. 
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the  Aiueudmeut  of  the  hou.  Barouet. 
It  only  carried  the  absurdity  of  the 
clause  a  little  further.  There  were 
only  two  ways  of  carrying  out  a  pension 
scheme :  it  should  be  either  contributory 
or  universal.  In  either  case  these  diffi- 
culties would  have  beeu  avoided.  He 
was  amazed  at  the  attitude  of  the  Post- 
master-General when  he  said  the  Grovern- 
ment  were  abandoning  the  character 
test. 

[    Mr.    SYDNEY   BUXTON :      I   said 
.  it  was  an  industry  test. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  said  the  right  hon. 

'  Gentleman  called  it  an  industry  test. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  agreed  to 
an  industry  test,  but  he  made  one  reserva- 
tion in  the  case  of  what  he  called  the 
wastrel.  He  himself  would  like  to  know 
what  a  wastrel  was.  What  was  the 
meaning  of  subsection  (6),  which  re- 
ferred to  refusal  to  work,  if  it  was  not 
a  character  test  ?  Surely,  if  it  was 
an  industry  test  to  exclude  wastrels, 
it  was  an  industry  test  to  exclude  a 
person  who  had  brought  himself  into 
a  position  to  apply  for  a  pension  by 

.  reason  of  gambling,  drunkenness,  and 
idleness.  It  was  really  absurd  for  the 
Postmaster-General  to  tell  them  there 
was  any  difference  in  principle  between 
the  two.  The  Amendment  would  make 
the  Bill  more  ridiculous  than  it  was, 
and  for  that  reason  he  thanked  his 
hon.  friend  for  having  moved  it. 

♦Mr.  VERNE Y  thought  the  Post- 
master-General  was  perfectly  justified. 
The  whole  system  of  pensions  was  based 
on  wealth  which  was  the  direct  result  of 
industry.  An  immoral  man  who  by  in- 
dustiy  contributed  to  that  wealth  had  a 
right  to  a  pension.  But,  in  the  absence 
of  industry,  there  could  be  no  right  to  a 
pension  at  all. 

Mr.  JAMES  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Central) 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  not  press 
the  Amendment.  He  sympathised  with 
his  object  to  clear  up  the  definition 
in  the  Bill,  which  he  was  sure  would  lead 
to  untold  difficulties,  but  he  was  afraid 
his  words  did  not  do  it.  Under  the 
Amendment  it  would  not  only  be  neces- 


sary to  prove  a  man  had  been  a  gambler, 
an  idler,  or  a  drunkard,  but  that  his 
gambling,  idleness,  or  drunkenness  had 
placed  him  in  a  position  to  need  a  pen- 
sion.  They  might  prove  the  one,  but 
how  would  they  prove  the  other?  A 
man  might  admit  he  had  put  a  shilling 
on,  had  no  doubt  taken  too  much  at 
times,  and  had  not  worked  as.hajd  as 
he  might,  and  yet  say  that  his  prosent 
condition  was  not  owing  to  these  little 
peccadilloes  but  to  other  matters^  such, 
for  instance,  as  foreign  competition  or 
hostile  tariffs.  A  pension  committee, 
unconsciously  impregnated  with  these 
views,  might  accept  his  excuses.  He  was 
afraid  the  Amendment  was  not  practi- 
cable, and,  though  he  had  the  heartiest 
sympathy  with  his  hon.  friend's  object,  he 
could  not  support  him  and  would  be 
bound  to  vote  against  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  moved  to 
insert  in  Clause  3,  after  the  word 
"  maintenance,"  the  words  "  or  benefit." 
It  had,  he  said,  been  thought  by 
some  Members  that  the  subsection 
would  only  apply  to  men,  because 
it  might  be  difficult  for  a  woman 
to  show  that  she  had  worked  according 
to  her  ability,  opportunity,  and  need 
for  the  maintenance  of  herself  and  those 
legally  dependent  upon  her;  and  they 
proposed  to  insert  the  words  "  or 
benefit "  in  order  to  make  it  clear  the 
subsection  applied  to  women  as  well  as 
to  men. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  maiirt-en- 
an^e,'  to  insert  the  words  *  or  benefit.*  ** — {Mr, 
Sydney  Buxton.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  was  in  entire  syriipathy  with  the 
Amendment  and  he  had  only  one  obser- 
vation to  make.  The  Bill  either  in- 
cluded married  women  who  had  kept 
house  respectably  and  well,  but  who 
technically  it  might  be  said  had  not 
worked  for  the  maintenance  of  them- 
selves or  those,  dependent  upon  them. 
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in  which  case  the  words  proposed  were 
unnecessary ;  or  it  did  not,  in  which  case 
the  Amendment  would  place  a  new 
charge  upon  the  Exchequer  and  there- 
fore fell  within  the  category  of  those 
which  they  had  not  been  allowed  to 
move.  He  did  not  know  on  which  of 
these  horns  of  dilemma  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  desired  to  sit. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he 
did  not  desire  to  sit  on  either.  The 
(xovernment  had  carefully  considered 
the  question,  and  they  had  been  advised 
that  the  words  in  the  Bill  would  covet 
the  case  of  women.  Certain  Members 
doubted  that.  They  were  anxious  to 
make  it  absolutely  clear,  and  they 
therefore  proposed  these  words.  They 
would  not  impose  any  additional  charge,' 
bewiusi^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
the  caiu*,  of  women  was  already  covered.  . 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  that,  so 
far  art  wives  were  ooncerned,  the  words 
wore  not  necessary,  because  provision 
was  made  for  thoni  in  a  second  paragraph 
of  the  clause,  but  the  object  of  the 
AnuMulniiMit  which  he  had  put  down 
wan  to  moot  the  case  of  a  woman  who 
was  not  a  wifo  but  who  was  either  a 
widow  or  a  spinster.  They  might  possibly 
havi*  been  excluded,  and  he  was  therefore 
vory  glad  the  Government  preferred 
to  insert  the  words. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  had  an  Amend- 
ment to  deal  with  this  very  point.  It 
Apj>eared  to  him  that  whilst  the  Amend- 
m-Mit  of  the  Postmaster-General  would 
no  doubt  provide  for  the  case  of  married 
women,  it  was  not  certain  that  it  would 
do  so  for  the  single  woman,  who  possibly 
had  no  person  legally  dependent  upou 
her.  He  preferred  the  plain  and  straight- 
forward statement  of  his  own  Amendment 
to  the  very  intricate  Amendment  the 
Government  proposed.  It  did  not  seem 
at  idl  certain  th;U  it  would  include  all 
women. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  Siiid  they  had  not 
h a  i  a'*,  i » :^ '.^' ^  ■:  a- •. : :  v  of  i^ -. < ". d : r ! ': iX  the 
\\- :-.i<.  b;::  he  confessed  they  appeared 
to  •!  m  TO  make  it  very  doubtful  what 
would  bo  the  uiiimato  meaning  of  xhf 

Mr.  AuMen  Chamberlain, 


clause.  All  work  was  piactieally  d 
for  the  maintenance  or  benefit  at 
of  the  man  himself  or  those  kgi 
dependent  upon  him,  and  he  win 
to  ask  the  Government  what  was 
force  of  the  words,  **  maintenanoe 
benefit  of  himself  or  those  legally  depc 
dent  upon  him."  He  ventured 
submit  that  the  addition  of  the  w( 
**  or  benefit "  would  enormously  ext 
the  scope  of  the  clause. 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  » 
Lord  puts  that  to  me  as  a  point  of  op 
I  have  to  say  that  the  Postmas 
General,  in  reply  to  a  question,  sti 
that  the  charge  would  not  be  incresi 
and  I  shall  treat  the  Amendment  ai 
explanation,  just  as  I  have  dedded 
treat  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mm 
for  Norwood  which  follows.  It  is 
tremely  difficult,  as  hon.  Memben 
see,  to  draw  the  line  sometimes. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  he  desiz«d 
move  the  Amendment  which  stood 
his  name,  because  it  appeared  to 
extremely  doubtful  whether  the  fro 
as  amended,  included  every  woi 
whom  it  was  desired  to  include.  Tl 
were  very  few  working  women  of  «i 
it  could  be  said  that  they  had  wu 
according  to  their  ability,  oppoitu 
and  need  for  the  maintenance  of  tk 
selves  and  those  legally  dependent  i 
them.  What  was  wanted  was  not  i 
mere  indirect  allusion  such  as  the  I 
master-General  had  put  in,  but  a  p 
and  simple  statement  such  as  br  ; 
proposed.  To  leave  it  to  the  p« 
officer  to  judge  whether  or  not  ibg 
worked  for  other  people'a  benefit 
very  vague,  and  it  was  not  the  li 
way  to  deal  with  it.  The  Govena 
Amendment  gave  great  scope  to  dM 
of  Interpretation  of  manv  landa 
hoped  the  Govemmoit  'would  at 
assure  them  that  the  case  ef  ci 
,  woman  who  on^t  to  be 
I  included  in  the 
:  or  accept  the  , 


Lord    R.    CECIL 
I  Amendment.    He   did  ] 
that    the    w  <    tt 
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"^  would   include    the    case    which     they 

^  all  wanted  to  include,  namely,  that  of 

^  the    woman    who    was   keeping   house. 

'  It  was  pretty  clear  that  she  did  not 

'  work   for   the    maintenance    of    herself 

'  if  she  kept  house  for  her  husband. 


An  HON.  MEMBER :     You  ask  my 
!     wife. 

Lord    R.    CECIL   said    he    did   not 

'  think  the  wives  of  hon.  Members  were 

>  the  ]^st  judges  of  the  construction  of 

•  the    clause.    He    did    not    think    the 

I  words  were  at  all  clear,  but  the  words 

L  of  the  Amendment  were  perfectly  clear, 

t'  and    the    Government,    he    suggested, 

^  would  do  well  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  24,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
*  Provided  that  a  woman  shall  be  deemed  to 
Iiave  worked  for  the  maintenance  of  herself  and 
ber  dependants  if  she  has  kept  house  for  others.*" 
—{Mr.  Bowles,) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  had  no 
liesitation  in  saying  that  every  case 
that  had  been  mentioned  by  the  mover 
'  and  seconder  of  the  Amendment  was 
absolutely  covered  by  the  Bill  as  it 
stood.  The  Amendment,  however,  ap- 
peared very  much  to  limit  the  number 
of  those  who  would  benefit  under  the 
Bill.  It  limited  them  to  those  who 
had  kept  house  for  others,  and  not  even 
kept  house  for  themselves,  and  the 
(Jovemment  could  not  possibly  accept 
the  words  as  they  stood. 

Mr.  BOWLES  said  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  sure  these  cases  were  covered, 
he  did  not  think  he  ought  to  put  the 
House  to  the  trouble  of  a  division. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved  to  omit  the 
words  "  up  to  "  and  insert  "  any  time 
before "  in  the  proviso  removing  the 
disqualification  in  the  case  of  ten  years 


continuous  membership  of  a  trade  union 
or  benefit  society.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  by  "  up  to  "  they  meant  from 
fifty  to  sixty  or  any  time  before  reaching 
the  age  of  sixty.  It  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  because  if  it  meant 
from  fifty  to  sixty  he  would  have  thought 
that  that  would  exclude  a  very  large 
number  of  people  whom  it  would  be 
rather  hard  to  exclude  because  they  had 
failed  for  one  term  to  pay  their  subscrip- 
tions after  the  age  of  fifty.  That  was 
probably  the  most  difficult  period  for  a 
working  man  to  keep  up  his  payments 
to  a  society.  Whichever  the  Government 
meant,  they  ought  to  make  it  quite  clear. 
He  had  put  down  two  alternative  Amend- 
ments. One  was  to  insert  ''  any  time 
before "  and  the  other  to  insert  "  im- 
mediately before."  He  did  not  think 
it  was  of  very  great  importance  which 
was  intended,  though  there  were  great 
difficulties  attaching  to  both,  but  which- 
ever was  intended  it  should  be  made 
quite  clear. 

Mr.  BARNES  said  he  would  do 
himself  the  pleasure  of  seconding  the 
noble  Lord's  Amendment,  and  he  was 
very  glad  to  find  himself  in  agreement 
with  him  for  once.  This  seemed  to  have 
a  widening  effect  on  the  Bill,  and  he  was 
glad  the  point  was  raised,  because  he 
ooidd  conceive  conditions  under  which 
it  would  be  a  very  great  hardship  for  a 
man  between  fifty  and  sixty  to  keep  up 
his  payments.  That  was  the  most 
difficult  period  to  get  through.  In  the 
industrial  world  a  man  often  found  it 
difficult  even  before  fifty  and  very  hard 
after  that  to  get  work,  and  he  would  say 
there  were  many  cases  which  would  be 
excluded  imder  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
as  it  stood.  He  knew  the  point  had  been 
made  before.  It  might  be  said  that 
members  of  friendly  societies  and  trade 
imions  were  members  of  those  societies 
at  an  early  age  and  had  to  stick  to  them. 
But  that  did  not  apply  all  round. 
There  were  members  of  such  trade  unions, 
for  instance,  as  that  with  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Ham  was  con- 
nected, where  members  were  constantly 
going  in  and  out  again. 

♦Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  that 
having  heard  from  the  speeches  of  tbe 
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mover  and  socoudor  what  tliey  were 
desiring  to  do,  it  seemed  that  it  must 
inevitably  increase  the  charge. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  asked  whether 
this  was  not  an  interpretation  Amend- 
ment similar  to  the  two  which  had 
boon  allowed  to  pass  previously. 

*Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER:  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer what  his  interpretation  of  the 
Amendment  is. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  he 
had  proi)osed  to  raise  the  point  of  order. 
It  was  clear  that  the  paragraph  could 
only  mean  the  ten  years  immediately 
before  the  age  of  sixty.  He  would  not 
have  thought  that  there  was  the  slightest 
doubt  about  that.  If  any  ten  years 
were  to  be  taken,  a  man  might  have  been 
a  member  of  a  friendly  society  or 
trade  union  at  any  time  of  his  life,  and 
that  would  add  considerably  to  the 
number  of  those  who  would  come  on 
tho  pensions, 

♦Mr.  deputy-speaker  said  the 
AniiMidment  cleirly  enhanced  the  charge, 
and  tliat  was  out  of  order. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved  to  leave 
out  "  up  to  "  and  insert  "  immediately 
before."  Let  them  at  any  rate  know 
what  they  were  doing.  The  Labour 
Members  would  hope  the  Bill  did  not 
mean  what  the  Government  said  it  did, 
and  he  could  understand  that  they 
would  be  against  the  Amendment,  but 
the  Government  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  accept  it  because  it  would  make 
it  perfectly  plain.  "  Immediately  before 
attaining  the  ago  of  sixty"  was  far 
cloarer  and  more  definite  than  the 
Government's  words.  Let  them  not 
use  a  phrase  which  might  be  construed 
by  one  committee  in  one  way  and  by 
another  committee  in  another.  Let 
them  say  exactly  what  they  meant 
and  they  would  know  what  benefit 
they  were  conferring  on  the  working 
class  and  what  they  were  not. 

Sir    F.     BANBURY    seconded    the 

AnuMubnent,     as     he     understood    that 

Mr.  Enrnott. 


it  only  effected  what  the  Goven 
desired. 


Amendment  pzoposed  to  the  Bill 

"  In  page  2,  line  26.  to  leave  oat  the 
'  up  to,  and  insert  the  words  '  imme 
before,'  "—{Lord  B.  Cec»/,)— instead  the 

Question  proposed,   "  That  the 
*up  to'  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lane 
Clitheroe)  said  the  8tatem«it  < 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
him  by  surprise.  The  language 
provision  had  not  given  the  imp: 
which  the  right  hon.  Grentlemu 
placed  upon  it.  Had  the  word  ' 
been  inserted  before  the  words  "  ten 
the  section  might  have  been  undi 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  righ 
Gentleman  interpreted  it.  The  i 
sion  of  the  Labour  Party  had  bee 
what  was  required  was  membeishi 
trade  union  or  friendly  society  t 
ten  years  of  a  man's  life  before  he  r 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  They  wo 
ously  concerned  about,  the  consti 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  h 
upon  the  provision.  In  his  own 
union  there  were  150,000  openti 
the  cotton  trade,  not  one  of  whom 
vested  interest  in  a  pension.  It 
common  thing  for  those  people  \a 
work  at  fifty  or  fifty-five  years  • 
and,  according  to  what  the  Chano 
the  Exchequer  had  said,  the  Bill  wi 
of  no  use  to  them.  That  was  son 
which  the  Labour  Members  had 
contemplated,  and  it  appeared  VA 
the  ruling  from  the  Chair,  tk 
provision  could  not  be  altered ; 
hoped  that  another  opportunity  wc 
found  to  alter  it,  and  that  the  Govei 
would  not  acept  the  Amendment ; 
bv  the  noble  Lord. 


Mr.  LL0YD-6BOROE  replied  t! 
would  not  have  thought  there  m 
slightest  doubt  about  the  meaning 
clause.  The  (Government  clioae  tb 
in  order  to  make  it  dear  to  ev«] 
that  they  meant  the  ten  yea^  b«ioi 
age  of  sixty  was  xeabhed.  TM 
done  for  a  very  good.reaaon.  A 
might  join  a  fn  tndly.  aodaty  oc . 
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nnion  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  remaia 
a  member  for  ten  years,  and  then  become 
a  wastrel  and  a  loafer  through  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.    If  he  could  claim  a 
pension,  that  would  not  make  the  clause 
a  test  of  industry  and  thrift.     But  if 
!  from  his  fiftieth  to  his  sixtieth  year  a 
man  worked  and  was  a  member  of    a 
friendly  society  or  trade  union,  that  was  a 
real  test,  and  if  his  hon.  friend  looked  at 
any  Colonial  or  foreign  scheme  of  old-age 
pensions  he  would  find  that  that  period  of 
life  was  the  real  testing  time..    In  the 
Viost  favourable  scheme — the  Colonialr- 
.  tiie  test'of  industry  and  character  went  up 
;  to  sixty-five  years  of  age.    The  Govern- 
'  metit  had  taken  the  age  of  sixty.  He  had 
'  laterviewed   representatives   of   friendly 
^  societies,  and  put  this  point  to  them,  and 
they  were  certainly  in  favour  of  a  test  up 
'  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :    Did  the  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  put  this  test  to  the  friendly 
'  societies? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  he 

;  did,  and  they  preferred  it,  because  they 

'  did  not  wish  a  man  merely  to  join  a 

society  in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm  and  leave 

•  it  after  a  few  years,  but  to  continue  his 
'  membership.     Ho  put  to  them  the  case 

of  a  man  whose  health  broke  down  when 
lie  was  fifty  years  old,  and  he  became 

•  imable  to  keep  up  his  subscriptions,  and 

•  ihey  answ^ered  that  they  regarded  such 
a  man  as  a  member  as  long  as  he  was 
receiving  benefit  from  the  society,  and 

:    that  his  subscriptions  were  paid  by  the 

society     for    him.     The    question    was 

f   purely  one  of  drafting.     They  could  not 

>   go  back  on  the  decision  of  the   Com- 

'>  mittee.     If  there  was  to  be  any  test  of 

I?   thrift  and  industry  at  all,  it  was  cer- 

r.  tainly   better   to   have   it   immediately 

■:   before  a  man  reached  the  age  at  which 

r-  he  might  be  entitled  to  a  pension.     The 

words    suggested    by    the    noble    Lord 

were  the   alternative   words   considered 

by  the  Government,  and  their  advisors 

were  strongly  of  opinion  that  those  they 

had    decided    upon    were    better,    and 

made    the    matter    cleaner.        After    a 

good  deal  of  careful  consideration  the 

Government  decided  on  these  words. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  con- 
curred  in    thinking    that    these    words, 


naturally  interpreted,    meant   the   last 
ten  years  preceding  the  age  of  sixty. 
No  doubt  it  was  annoying  and  vexatious 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
to  find  out  at  the  last  moment,  when 
neither  they  nor  anyone  else  had  the 
opportunity  of  moving  an  alternative, 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  what  was  the  effect  of  the 
Bill    they    were    passing.     Once    again 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  had  an  illustration 
of  the  result  of  the  cheerful  vote  they 
gave  for  the  guillotine,  and  the  engineer 
found  himself  hoist  with  his  own  petard. 
On  the  general  merits  of  the  case  he  was 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
as  against  hon.   Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway.     At  the  same  time  he  thought 
there  would  be  some  very  hard  cases 
under  the  test,  and  he  hoped  that  even 
now   the    Gk>vemment   would   consider 
what   could   be    done    to    meet   them« 
There  was  the  case  of  the  man  in  the 
rural  district,  often  alluded  to  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Dublin,   who  joined  one  of  the  small 
clubs  or  friendly  societies,  many  of  which 
had  come  to  grief.     He  might  have  con- 
tributed right  up  to  the  time  the  club 
failed,  but  if  it  failed  when  he  was  fifty-^ 
nine  or  fifty-eight,  or  at  any  time  when 
he  was  between  fifty  and  sixty,  it  was 
practically  impossible  for  the  man  to 
qualify  under  this  proviso.     The  proviso 
said — 

"  If  he  continuously  makes  payment." 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  repUed  that 
he  was  very  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  again  referred  to  this 
case.  He  thought  it  was  a  very  strong 
case  on  its  merits,  and  he  w&s  advised 
that  under  the  words  in  the  propose,  "  or 
other  approved  steps  made  such  pro- 
vision," he  had  power  to  deal  with  it. 
He  thought  the  case  was  one  which 
ought  to  be  recognised. 

Mr.  GRETTON  desired  to  give  a  word 
of  warning  in  reference  to  the  wholesale 
statement  which  had  been  made  on  this 
point,  because  he  thought  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would,  at  some  future 
time,  find  it  very  difficult  to  resist  the 
claims  which  would  be  made. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  asked  the  At- 
torney-General   whether,    according    to 
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And  any  sucli  provision,  when  made  by 
m  husband  in  the  case  of  a  married 
Vple  living  together,  shall  as  respects 
ly  light  of  the  wife  to  a  pension,  be 
Wled  as  provision  made  by  the  wife 
\  well  as  by  the  husband."  He  did  not 
imr  whether  the  Government  had  con- 
lored  this  any  more  than  the  rest  of  the 
beection,  but  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
i  extraordinary  provision.  It  would 
ean  that  a  perfectly  worthless  woman 
iu>m  nobody  would  desire  to  provide 
rCh  a  pension  would  be  pensioned  at  the 
iblic  expense.  It  could  not  be  said 
Kt  the  pension  in  such  a  case  was  the 
irud  of  industry  or  of  anything  else. 
B  could  not  understand  how  such  a 
Hltion  could  be  justified.  He  supposed 
luul  been  put  in,  like  a  good  deal  of  the 
it  of  the  Bill,  in  order  to  meet  some 
me  which  had  vaguely  floated  across  the 
ind  of  the  Government.  The  Govern - 
Ant  should  say  what  they  meant  by  a 
arm  of  words  which  seemed  to  him  to  be 
irfectly  ridiculous.    He  begged  to  move. 


XOBD  R.  CECIL  seconded  the  Amend- 
ent. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*  In  page  2,  line  32,  to  leave  out  from  the 
rd  « Act'  to  end  of  page  2,  line  36."— (3fr. 
nie».) 

Imiestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
posed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


!-».  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  these 
Xs  had  received  very  careful  considera- 
from  the  Government,  and  they 
^^ded  to  stand  by  them.  If  a  man 
l>«en  able  to  pay  his  subscriptions 
^>  the  age  of  sixty  years,  the  wife 
"-"t  to  benefit  from  it.  It  was  very 
^  ^wing  to  the  wife's  care  and  good 
^'^rifery  that  the  man  had  been  able 
^"%^e  any  money  and  pay  his  sub- 
^ion  to  his  friendly  society,  and  she 
^  to  have  a  fair  share  of  the  benefit 
If  the  woman  had  been  one  who 
■^dered  her  husband's  means,  he 
^i  not  have  been  able  to  save  anj^hing 


Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment. 


Mr.  BOWLES  said  that,  after  the 
appeal  which  had  been  made  to  him  by 
his  hon.  friend,  he  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  moved  to  insert 
the  followip.g  proviso  at  the  end  of  Sub- 
section (c)  in  Clause  4  :  "  Provided  that 
such  property  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
capable  of  investment,  so  as  to  bring 
in  a  larger  return  than  at  the  rate  of 
2}  per  cent,  per  annum."  He  thought 
something  should  be  done  to  say  what 
kind  of  investment  a  man  who  had  saved 
£100  was  bound  to  make  of  that  money. 
Was  he  to  buy  an  annuity  ?  Supposing 
a  man  did  buy  himself  an  annuity  with 
his  £100  at  seventy  years  of  age,  that 
would  represent  a  very  considerable 
annuity  and  would  reduce  his  pension 
considerably.  But  if  he  was  bound  to 
invest  in  Consols,  his  £100  would  only 
bring  in  £2  15s.  per  annum.  In  that 
case,  he  would  get  a  pension  of  an  income 
subject  to  that  deduction,  and  in  addition 
to  that  he  would  be  able  to  leave  his  £100 
to  his  children,  or  his  descendants. 
He  thought  that  some  such  words  as  he 
proposed  were  needed  in  order  to  make 
it  quite  clear  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
investment  the  man  was  to  make.  He 
begged  to  move. 

-    r 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.)  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  32.  after  the  word  'him* 
to  insert  the  words,  *  Provided  that  such  pro- 
perty shall  not  be  deemed  capable  of  investment 
80  as  to  bring  in  a  larger  return  than  at  the  rate 
of  2|  per  cent,  per  annum.*  " — {Lord  R.  Cecil,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted '' 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  wished 
the  noble  Lord  had  put  his  Amendment 
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down  on  the  Paper  so  that  they  might 
have  seen  what  the  effect  of  it  would 
be  on  the  rest  of  the  proviso.  The 
noble  Lord  had  taken  only  one  kind  of 
property.  He  had  taken  a  sum  of 
money  yielding  more  than  2|  per  cent. ; 
they  might  take  some  other  kind  of 
property  which  was  not  put  to  profitable 
use,  and  which  ought  to  be  put  to  profit- 
able use.  They  must  judge  each  case 
on  its  merits,  and  that  was  what  the 
section  did.  It  left  it  to  the  officer 
of  the  Government  and  to  the  pension 
committee  to  exercise  their  discretion 
in  deciding  in  each  particular  case  what 
use  the  property  could  be  put  to,  and 
what  return  could  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected from  it.  It  was  all  a  matter  of 
business,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
ought  to  prescribe  the  particular  invest- 
ment that  ought  to  be  made  in  each 
case. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  thought  there 
was  a  bigger  question  behind  this. 
A  man  might  save  throughout  his  life, 
and  put  his  savings  into  a  friendly 
society,  insurance  society,  or  some  other 
society  which  paid  him  an  annuity  at 
a  certain  age,  and  paid  him  at  a  difEorent 
rate  of  interest  to  a  permanent  invest- 
ment because  this  investment  would 
cease  altogether  ynth,  the  man's  life. 
Then  there  was  the  other  case.  Another 
man  would  invest  exactly  the  same 
sum  of  money  for  the  same  numl)er  of 
years  of  his  life,  but  he  invested  his 
money  in  some  permanent  funds  like 
Government  stock.  During  the  short 
p  >riod  of  expectancy  of  life  after  seventy 
the  man  who  had  bought  an  annuity 
got  large  interest  on  his  money,  and  it 
would  seriously  diminish  the  amount 
of  his  pension.  But  the  second  man, 
who  had  invested  in  a  permanent  security, 
got  a  smaller  rate  of  interest,  but  he 
could  leave  the  principal  sum  to  his 
children,  and  the  burden  was  thrown 
upon  the  taxpayer  of  paying  the  whole 
of  his  pension.  The  first  man  saved 
the  taxpayers  ;  the  second  man  saved 
his  principal.  These  were  two  quite 
difEercnt  methods  of  dealing  with  exactly 
the  same  suin  of  money.  The  House 
ought  to  determine  how  the  directions 
in  this  subsection  were  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  committee.      He  hoped  the 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


Government    would 
this  question. 


caiefuly    con&dei 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGT:  said  it  vu 
very  difficult  to  go  into  all  the  lamifirt- 
tions  of  a  proposal  of  this  kind  without 
a  little  more  notice. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :    Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  thought  tk 
noble  Lord  had  a  case  wheie  a  man  migkt 
have  saved  £1,800,  and  yet  he  ud 
his  wife  might  be  able  to  claim  the  whok 
of  their  pensions^ 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  A  sum  of  mon^ 
in  a  stocking  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :    Yes.    Hul 

was  a  case  which  ought  to  be  exclndei 
The  committee  ought  to  have  son 
discretion .  The  pension  conunittee  on^ 
to  be  able  to  say  what  sum  of  nuNur 
ought  to  produce  more  than  eningk 
to  exclude.  It  would  be  absuid  tkik 
a  man  who  had  £1,800  which  he  ooaU 
leave  to  his  children  should  be- abb  to 
claim  10s.  in  pensions  for  his  wife  ui 
himself. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  £1,800  Id vvUi  j 

in  the  funds  ? 


Mr.  LLOYDGEORGE  :  No,  not*  j 
vested  at  all.  In  a  stocking.  They  iMii  ( 
be  able  to  claim  a  pension. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CJBLAHBERIilll 
thought  the  Gk>veminent  oogkt  to  h] 
particularly  careful  if  thej 
nated  that  they  did  not 
against  those  who  invested  their  i 
with  the  Government  itself.  Hi 
always  regretted  that  in  this 
we  had  not  that  largei  nunberiji 
investors  in  Government  finndb 
in  France  made  so  much  for  ^  i 
of  the  French  nation  as  well 
finance,  and  he  thought  that  tlw  ( 
ment  ought  to  be  very  caxeM  2.1 
discriminated  at  all  that  theji'  " 
discriminate  in  such  a  way  astei 
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people   from   investing   in    Grovemment 
funds. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  raised  a  very  important 
question  which  ought  to  be  debated. 
Let  him  take  the  case  of  a  man  to  whom 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  £400  was  given 
as  compensation  for  an  accident.  If 
that  man  invested  it  in  Government 
funds  it  would  bring  in  £10  a  year.  Was 
the  pension  officer  to  say  that  the  money 
was  not  properly  invested  and  that  if 
instead  of  putting  it  in   the   funds  its 


possessor  had  purchased  an  annuity  it 
would  have  produced  4  per  cent.,  and 
that  therefore  he  was  entitled  to  less 
pension  ? 

And,  it  being  half-past  Ten  of  the  Clock, 
Mr.  Speaker  proceeded,  pursuant  to  the 
Order  of  the  House  of  the  17th  June,  to 
put  forthwith  the  Question  upon  the 
Amendment  already  proposed  from  the 
Chair. 


The      House      divided  : — Ayes,      85  ; 
Noes,  363.     (Division  List  No.  177.) 


AYES. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Aflhley.  W.  W. 

Aubrey. Fletcher,Rt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.  A.  J.(City  Lond) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G.  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry,  N.) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Btgnold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  Jamos 
Carlile,  E.  Mildred 
Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A.(Worc. 
Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
.  Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dairy mple.  Viscount 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
]>iincan,Robert  (Lanark,Govan 


Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 

Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 

Grordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Haddock,  George  B. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Hardy, Laurence  (Kent,A8hrrd 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B.  ' 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  GJeorge 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan  (Sheffield 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Jojmson-Hicks,  William 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

King.Sir  Henry  Seymour(Hull) 

LaneFox,  G.  R. 

Long,Col.  Charles  W.( Evesham 

Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,S) 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 

M' Arthur,  Charles 

Maignus,  Sir  Philip 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 


Middlemore,  John  Throgmorton 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.( Peter sfieW) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Ronton,  Leslie 

Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Eoclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry  (Staff 'sh.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker,  Col.  W.H.(Lancashire) 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Whitbread,  Howard 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(  York,E.R.) 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham.  William  (Rhondda) 
Aoland,  Francis  Dyke 

'     Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 

•     Agnew,  George  William 

'     AMen,  Percy 

,     Allen,  A.  Acland  ( Chris  tchurch) 
*  Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

'     Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

>     A8quith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

I    Astbury,  John  Meir 


) 


Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 


I   Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset)  I 
I    Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnes,  G.  N.  j 

I   Barry,  Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.)  I 

Beale,  W.  P. 
I   Beauchamp,  E.  | 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bellairs,  Carlyon  j 

Benn,Sir  J.Williams(Devonp*rt ' 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamiota.S.Geo. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 


Bethell,  T.  R.(Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Black,  Arthur  W. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Brigg,  John 
Bright,  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  Leigh) 
Brunner,Rt  Hn.SirJT(Cheshu-e 
Bryce,  J.  Annan  -» 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
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BuiayMut,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cau8ton,Rt.Hn.  RichardKnight 
Cairl^,  Sir  Frederick 
Obaace,  Froderiok  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  AUston 
Gheetham,  John  Frederick 
Oierry.  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Oleland^J.W. 
Clough,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collins^r  Wm.  J(S.Pancra8,W. 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.H(Sus8ex.E.Grin8t'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 
Grean,  Eugene 
Cromer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Oosfield,  A.  H. 
Grossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 
Curran,  Peter  Francis 
Daluel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  WUliam  (Eifion) 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,S.) 
I>ewar,Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilko,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duffy,  William  J. 
Duncan,C  (Barrow-in-Furnoss) 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Dimn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 
Duone,Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 
Id  wards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Brskiae,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  \\\ 
Esslemont,  George  Birnic 
Evans.  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett.  R.  Lacey 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Fl\Tm.*  James  Christopher 
Foster.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Frcoman-Thomaa,  Frcfonan 
Fuller.  Jolm  Michael  F. 
Fullerton.  Hugh 
Gibb.  James  (Harrow) 
Gladstone,  R  t.  Hn.  Herbert  John 
Glen-Coats.  Sir  T.(  Renfrew, W.) 
(ilendinning.  R.  G. 
Cflover,  Thomas 
GtxUlard.  Sir  Daniel  Fonl 
(;o«uh.  CJeorjro  Peabody  (Bath) 
( ;  ivfnwo«Hl.  G.(  Peterborough  J 
CJnH'iiwooil.  Hamar  (York) 
Giio^t.  Hon.  Ivor  Chun-hill 
(:ullan.i..I,.hn  W. 
t; union,  Ut  Hn.SirW.Br.»mi't->n 
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Gwynn,  Stephen  Luoios 

Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.  (Rossendalo 
Harcourt,  Robert  V. (Montrose) 
Hardie,J.Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil) 
Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.(Worc*r) 
Harmworth,R.  L.(Caithn'ss-Bh. 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Roohdale) 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson, J.  M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,  S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouso,  Cliarles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  W^est) 
Hope,  W.  Bateman(Somer80t,N. 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton.  Alfred  Eddison 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins.  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
.Fones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearloy,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich.  Sir  George 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kincaid-Smith,  Oiptain 
King,  Alfred  John(Knut8ford) 
I^idlaw,  Robert 
L)imb.  Edmund  G.( Leominster 
I^imb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Liimont.  Norman 
L:ivland-Barratt.  Sir  Francis 
Lea.Hugh  Cecil(St.Pancras,E.) 
Ijoese.Sir  Jot«ephF.(Accrington) 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever.A.  Levy(£ssex,Harwieh) 
Levy.  Sir  Maurice 

i   Lewis.  John  Herbert 

1   Lloyd -George.  Rt.  Hon.  David 

'   Loiich.  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

i   Lupton,  Arnold 

'   Lut  t  rcl  1 .  Huch  Fovi-nes 
Lvcll.  Charles  Henry 

:   Lvui  h,  H.  B. 
Macdimald.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

■   Maodon<ihi.J.M.(FalkirkB*ghs) 
>Tacloan,  Donald 
Miirnaniara.  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNoill,  John  Gnrdon  Swiii 
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Maoplifinoii.  J.  T. 

MaoVeagh^ereini&h(Do«i^ 

MaoVei^,  ChM.(Daii^L| 

M'Callimi,  John  M. 

M'CFse,  Sir  George 

M*Laiea,Sir  G  B.  (Leioflstar) 

M'Lar«Q»  H.  D.  (SUffoRl,W.) 

M'Mioking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Fredeiriok 

Mallet,  Charles  B. 

Manfield,  Harry  (NorthanU) 

Mansfield,  H.BendaU(Liiiooln) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,Q.Groydoo(LaiiiiceitflB) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  BCiohael 

Meehan, Francis  E.(LHtriiBjr.) 

Blicklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Comvmll) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(CaniisitlMB) 

Moriell,  Philip 
Morse,  H  L. 

Morton,  Alpheua  Cleopliss 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.(Notts,  BassstUw) 
NichoUs,  George 
Nicholson,Charle8N.  (Doocart'r 
Nolan,  Joseph 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richsfd 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willsas 
Nuttall,  Harry 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kiklaie,N.) 
0*Doherty,  Philip 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
0*Donnell.  John  (Mayo.  S.) 
0*Dowd,  John 
0*Grady,  J. 

0*Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo.  N.) 
0*Kelly  Jas.  (Roacommon,  X.) 
O'Shaughneasy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington.  Oavald 
Ptoarce,  Robert  (Staft,  U^ 
Pbarson.  W. H.M. (Suffolk,  Efe) 
Perks.  Sir  Robert  ^miiaa  ' 
PhiUppe.Col.  IvoitS*thaaqM«) 
Philipps*  Owen  C.  (Pmnbnb 
Phillipe,  John  (IiQngfoid,&) 
PickersgiU,  Edwaid  Haie 
Pirie,  Doncsan  V. 
Pollaid,  Dr. 
Power ,  Patrick  Jossah 
Pfiee.C.E.  (EUinboAXMisI 
Prke^Sir  Robert  J.  (Im*I| 
Priestlev,  Arthor  (GmriW 
PriestleV,W.RBL(msilM^l| 
Radford.  G.H. 
Rainy.  A.  Rdk^ 
Rea,  R«MeU(r 
BMuWalter 
«-ddv.   f. 


liSl 


OU-Ag^ 


Kendall,  AthebUa 
Richard8,Thoma8  ( W.Monm'th 
Riohard8,T  F.(Wolverh*mpt'n) 
Rkhardson,  A. 
Rklsdale,  £.  A. 
Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
RobertSySir  John  H.(Denbigh8) 
Robert8on,SirG.  Scott(  Bradfrd 
Robertson,  J.  Bl  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  EJast) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomaii 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,Sir  V.  E.( Manchester) 
Soott,A.  H(  Ashton-under-Lyne) 
Sears,  J.  £. 
Seavems  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  £dw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hn.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 


{7  JtTLY  1908} 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. 
Snowden.  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Stanley,Hn.  A.Lyulph(Che8h.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachoy,  Sir  Eld  ward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
SummerbelU  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  K 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,Theodore  C.(Radcliffie) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  ((/armarthen,E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson.  J.  W.H.  (Somerset,  E 
Thorne,  G.  R.  ( W  ol verhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Verney,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh.  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 


PemienB  SW. 


fM2 


Ward,John(Stoke-ttpoB-Ttf«ift 
Waritig,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Comtei&Bjfl 
Wason.RtHn.E.(CIaokmeMiiMk 
Wa8on,John  Catheart(OrkBey 
WAterlow,  D.  8. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiak  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartoBBhire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (ACeath,  Noreh) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Heitry(Sail««aic) 
Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomosP: 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
Williams,Llewelyn  (Carm'rth'n 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Waiters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(  York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Biid'.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.(Middle8brougii) 
Wilson,  J.W.(WorcesterRh.  N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Paaeras,  8.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  ( WeethoughtoB) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllbrs  for  thb  Nobs — lir. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


Mr.  Speaker  then  proceeded  succes-  j  ^  insert  the  words  *  the  day  on  which.' " — 
sively  to  put  forthwith  the  Question  upon  '  ^^^'  Lhyd-Qeorge,) 
the  Amendments  moved  by  the  Govern-       ^        .  . 

ment,  of  which  notice  had  been  given.  Question  put,  '  That  the  Amendmwit 

I  be  made." 

! 

Amendment  proposed—  The     House     divided  :— Ayes,     372 ; 

"  In  page  4,  line  12,  after  the  word  *  after,'    Noes,  85.     (Division  List  No.  178.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Aoland  (Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,Rt.Hn. Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,  Robert  (Jjanark) 
Baring,  Ciodfrey  (Isle  of  Wight ) 
Barlow,  SirJohn  E.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Percy  ( Bedford) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 
Barry,  Redmond  J.  (Tyrone, N.) 


i  Beale,  W.  P. 

I  Beauchamp,  E. 

i  Beck,  A.  Cecil 

'  Be  Hairs,  Carlyon 

i  Benn,Sir  J.William8(Dovonp'rt 

'  Benn,W.(T*wVHamlets,S.(Jeo. ) 

I  Bennett,  E.  N. 

I  Borridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 
I  Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex.  Maldon)] 
■  Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 
I  Bright,  J.  A. 
!  Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
I  Brooke,  Stopford 


Brunner,  J.  PJL.(Lanos., Leigh > 
Brunner,Rt.Ifn  SirJT( Cheshire 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burnyeat,  W.  J.  D. 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pbllaid 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,  Rt.  Hn.  RichardKoigfat 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Prederiok 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 
Clough,  William 


1683 


OU'Age 


{COMMONS} 


PeMumsBm. 


ISM 


Clynes,  J.  R. 

C'ohbold,  Felix  Thomloy 

(.'Olliiis,  Stephen  (J^ambeth) 

CollinB,Sir  \Vin.J.(S.Pancras,W 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett.C  H  (Sussex,  E.Grinst'd 

Oomwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Craig,  Herbert  J".  (Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

(yuUinan,  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Dalzicl,  James  Henry 

Davics,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Devlin,  Joseph 

])ewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 

Dickinson,  W.  H.(St.Pancras,N 

Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Dimcan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Major  E.Martin(Walsall 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Flynn,  James  Christo]>her 

Fo8t<?r,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn  Herbert  John 

Glen-Coats,  SirT.(Renfrew,W.) 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Greenwood,  G.  (Pet-erborough) 

Greenwood,  Hamar  (York) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

(Juest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon,Rt  Hn  SirW.  Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Rt.Hn.L.(Ro8sendale 

Harcourt,  Robert  V.( Montrose) 

Hardie,  J.Keir  (Mcrthyr  Tydvil 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r.) 

Harmsworth,  R  L.(Caitha'B8-Bh 

Hart-Davies,  T. 


Harvey,  A.  Q.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson,  J.  M.  (Aberdeen, W. ) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  Cliarles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hope,W.Bateman  (Somer8et,N 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hyde,  CJlarendon 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  (Jeorge 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
l^amb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 
I^mb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Ijamont,  Norman 
Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 
I^a,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancra8,E) 
Tieese,Sir  Josei)h  F.(  Accrington 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
TiCver,  A.  Levy  (Essex,Harwich 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Ticwis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
j  l-iough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
'  Lupton,  Arnold 
I  Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
I  Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 
I  Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
j  Macdonald.  J.M.(Falkirk  B'ghs 
.  Maclean,  Donald 
I  MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

iSIacpherson,  J.  T. 
I  MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 
MacVeigh,(/harles  (DoncgaUE.) 
I  M'C^Uum.  John  M. 
M'Crao,  Sir  George 
M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M*Laren.  H.  D.  (Staffoxd,  W.) 
M'Mioking,  Major  G. 


MaddiBon,  Rredeiiok 

Mallet,  Charles  £. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northaiiti^ 

Mansfield,  H.  Kendall  (Lmcoli) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mark8,G.Croydoii(LauiicMtai) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Francis  £.  (LeitrimJ) 

Mioklem,  Nathaniel 

Moltepo,  Pteroy  Alport 

Mend,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Comwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Cannaitka) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheua  Cleophss 

Mumaghan,  George    |.  In 

Murphy,  John  (Keny,  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Baiaetbw) 

Nicholls,  Geoige 

Nicholson,Charle8  N.(Da«arf'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  WiUisa 

Nngent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkfony) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'DonneU,  C.  J.  (Walwortk) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo.  N.) 

O'Kelly,  James  (BosooiiuwaS 

O'Shanghnessy*  P.  J* 

Parker,  James  (Hali^) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Ftoarce,  Robert  (Stafb,  IMj 
Pwson,  W.H.M.  (8iiffolk.Er) 
Pdrks,  Sir  Robert  WilHaai 
Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (fiTthsuM 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (^mtnM 
PhiUips,  John  (LQngfdid,&) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Han 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Pdnsonby,  Arthur  A  W.  & 
Power,  F^triok  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (EdinVA,  OMiri) 
Prioe,8ir  Robert  J.(NorfoiH 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Gnatba) 
Priestler,  W.E.B.(Bk«dtaai 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rollaad 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  RaBseU(01oiioesl«)    ^ 
Rea,  Walter  BiiHeU(8BiMl; 
Reddy,  M.  j 

Redmond.  William  (Chni  ; 
Rendall,  Athelattti  _.a 
Riohazds,11iomas  (WJiiffi*] 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolf«MfK^ 
Riohaidsoo,  A.  .| 

Rid  ~        ■ 

Roh«ri 


Roberts,  a.H. 


.^ 
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Roberta»ffir  John  H.(Denbigh8) 
Robertaoii,SirG  Soott(Bradf 'rd 
RobertMQ,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
RobiDson,  S. 

Rob8on»  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Boohe»  Augustine  (Cork) 
Roe»  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  £.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runoiman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbriok,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E.(Manohester) 
Scott,A.H.(ABhton-under-L3me 
Sears,  J.  £. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siksock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 


(7  July  1908} 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.|.W.) 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompson,  J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thome,  G.  R.  (Wolverhampton 
Thome,  William  (West  Ham) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M, 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,  John  (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Waring,  Walter 


Pensitms  Ml. 


\m 


Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay,T. 
Wason,Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney ) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.(Dumbarton8hire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkie,  Alexander 
William,  Dewelyn  (Carm'rth  n 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worce8ter8h.  N.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


NOES. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfour,  RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John.S.  Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 
Beokett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bigaold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clivt 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
CarUle,  E.  Hildred 
Gave,  George 

Oeoil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Caoil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Ohamberlain,RtHn.J.  A.(Worc 
Ck>aies,  Major  E.  F.(Lewi8ham) 
Coohrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Ooorthope,  G.  Loyd 
Graig,Oaptain  Jame9(Down,E.) 
Cruk,  Sir  Henry 
DjJrymple,  Viscount 
Djujlas,  Bt.  Hon.2A.  Akers- 
Dduoaa,  Bobt.(Iianark,Govan) 
VWbsr,  CSipt.  W.  V.(Hantfi,W.) 


Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gooch,  Henry  Cubitt(Peckham 

Gordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Ekiward 

Haddock,  George  B. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Hardy,Laurence  (Kent,Ashrrd 

Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

HilLs,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Joynson-Hicks,  William 

Kerry,  Earl  of 

King,Sir  Henry  Seymour  (Hull) 

Lane-Fox,  G.«R. 

Lockwood,Rt.'Hn.  Lt.-Col.A.R. 

Long,Col.  Charles  W.(Eve8ham) 

Long,  RtHn.  Walter  (Dublin,S. 

Lonsdale,  John;Brownlee 

Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 

MacCaw, William  J.  MacGeagh 

M* Arthur,  Charles 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 


Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison-Bell,  Captain 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.(Peter8field) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,John  FrederickPcel 
Renton,  Leslie 

Roberts,S.(Sheffield,  Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford, East) 
Stanier,  Beville 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Staveley-Hill,  Henry(Staff'sh) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Younger,  G^eorge 

Tellibs  fob  *the  Noes — ^Mr. 
Claude  Hay  and  Mr.  George 
Denison  Faber. 


15W  Old'A^  {COMMONS) 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  next  Amend- 
metit  standing  in  the  iiame  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  to  add  at  the 
end  of  line  13  the  words  "  or  if  that  day 
is  a  Friday  on  that  day,"  is  one  which 
increases  the  charge  by  adding  one  week 
to  the  pension  period,  if  a  pension  is 
granted  on  a  Friday,  and  consequently 
it  is  not  in  order. 


Pensions  Bill. 


m 


Other  Amendments  made — 

"  In  ])age  4,  lino  27,  after  the  word  *  shall,* 
to  insert  the  words  *  (except  in  the  case  of  a 
(lucstion  which  ha«  been  originated  by  the 
])ePHion  ofii<^er  and  on  which  the  committee 
have  already  reori\td  hiH  report).'" 

*•  In  i)ago  4,  line  37,  after  the  first  word 
*  The,*  to  iiLsert  the  words  *  pension  ofiicor,  and 


any  i)erHon  aggrieved,  may  appeal  to  the  centnl 
I)ension  atithority  against  a.'  ** — {Mr.   Ua§L 


Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  4,  line  39,  to  leave  out  fnm  tk 
word  *  them  '  to  the  word  *  referred,'  in  liae  #. 
and  to  insert  the  wordit  *  within  the  time  and  ii 
the  manner  prescribed  by  rcgnlationii  under  tte 
Act,  and  any  claim  or  quention  in  respect  d 
which  an  apperd  is  so  brought  shall  staBd.'  "— 
{Mr,  Lloyd-Geirge.) 


Question  put, 
be  made." 


'  That  the  Amendment 


The      House      divided :— Ayes,  3W; 
Noes,  82.     (Division  List,  No.  179.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  ((lork,  N.E.) 
Abraham,  VVilliam  (Rhondda) 
Acland,  Jb'ranuis  Dyke 
Agnow,  Georgo  VVilliam 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,A.Aoland   (Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
AsquithjRt  Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey(Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Pertly  (Bedford) 
Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 
Beck,  A.  Cecil 
BellairH,  Carlyon 
Benn,Sir.l.Williams(Dovonp'rt 
Bennett.  K.  N. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bertram,  Julius 
Bethel] .  T.  R.(Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Black,  Arthur  W. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
l^ramsdon,  T.  A. 
Brigg.  John 
Bright.  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brooke,  Stopford 
Bnmnt^r.J.  F.  L(Ijfincs..  LcifjU) 
Jirunncr.RtHn  SirJ.T(Cheshire 
Bryce,  .J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burnyoat,  W.  J.  D. 


Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.Hn.Sydnoy  (*harlo8 
Bylea,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,RtHn.Richard  Knight 
Cawloy,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cheetham,  John  Frederick 
Cherry.  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W^ 
Clopgh,  William 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 
Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J(S.Pancra«,  W 
Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C.K(Su88ex,E.Grin8t'd 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
(.■raig,Herl)eft  J.(Tynemouth) 
Crean,  Eugene 
( Vemer,  Sir  William  Randal 
( 'rooks,  W^illiam 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
(■rossley,  William  J. 
Cullinan,  J. 
Cur  ran,  Peter  Francis 
Dalziel,  Jame.s  Henry 
Davios,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davios,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  iVrthur  (Edinburgh.  S.) 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (rnvemess-sh.) 
Dickinson,  W,  H.(St.Pancra8,N. 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilko,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Duffy,  William  J. 


Duncan,  C(Barrow-in-FttrMM) 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otiej) 
Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Cambonw) 
Dunne,Ma]or  E.Martin(WAlnIl 
Edwarda,  Enoch  (Hanley) 
£dward8,Sir  Franci8(Badiior) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Biniie 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Fenwiok,  CharlsB 
FereoB,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  Munro 
Ffrench,  PMer 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Enataoe 
Findlay,  Alexaad«r 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wsltar 
Freeman-Thomaa,  Wtmmm 
Fuller,  John  HioluMl  F. 
Fullartoa,  HiuAi 
Qibb,  James  (Hamnr) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,RtHn.Herbert  Ma 
Glen-Goat8,Sir  T.(Reofmr,W.) 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch,George  PtebodytBstU 
Greenwood,  0.(PMerbaramN 
Greenwood,  Hamar  (Yoik) 
Griffith,  Elln  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  ChwoUB 
Golland,  John  W. 
Qurdon,Rt.Hn.8ir  W. 
Gwynn,  StepiMn  LooiM 
Hall,  Frederick 
Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,Bt  Ki-M] 
HarcoQrt,Robert  y.| 


Hudie.  J.Keir(KBrt49r  AM 
Hardy,  George  A.  (8nB| 
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Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harin8WortbKL(CMthne88-8h. 
Hart-Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haalam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Haworth,  Arthur  A. 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Hedges,  A.  Paset 
Helme,  NorvaT  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henry,  Charlei)  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor(Mon.,  S.) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobhouse,  Charles  E.  H. 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hope,W.Bateman(Somer8et,  N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hadson,  Walter 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris.  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Joyce,  Michael 
Keariey,  Sir  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kettle,  Thomas  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
*  King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidiaw,  Robert 
Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 
Lamb.  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lamont,  Norman 
Layland-Barratt,  Sir  Francis 
Lea,  Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancras.E) 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A.  Levy  (Essex,Harwich 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  FouTies 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lynch,  H.  B. 

liscdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,  J.M.(Falkirk  B'glis 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macpherson.  J.  T. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 
ManVeigh,CharleH  (n.>negal,E.) 
M'CaUum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,.Sir  George 
M'l^ren,  Sir  C.  B.  (I^icester) 


{7  July  1908} 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddlson,  Frederick 

Mitllet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northnnts) 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,G.Croydon  (Launceston 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 

Mastei-man,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Micdael 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (Leitrim,N) 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Molteno,  Percy  Alport 

Mond,  A. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

Nioholls,  Creorge 

Nicholson,  Charle8N.(Doncast'r 

Nolan,  Joseph 

Norman,  Sir  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce.  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 

Perks,  Sir  Robert  William 

Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickorsgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirio,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard.  Dr. 

Ponsonby,  Arthur  A.  W.  H. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Contral)\ 

Price,Sir  Robert  J. ( Norfolk, E.) 

Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rainy.  A.  Rolland 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rca,  Russell  (Gloucester) 

Rea,  WalterRusscll  (Scarboro') 

Reddy.  M. 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 

Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mi»t'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale.  R.  A. 

Roberts,  C'harlos  H.  (Lincoln) 

lioberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robcrts,Sir  John  H.  (Denbighs 


PensioHS  Bm. 
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RobertsonSirGScotMBradford 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.(Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Schwann,  Sir  C.E. (Manchester) 
Scott,A.  H.  ( Ashton-under-Lyno 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shaw.Charles  Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sherwell,  Arthur  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S. ) 
Snowden,  P. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,  Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Steadman,  W.  C. 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  Jolm  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.J.( Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,  SirA.  (Glamorgan,  E,) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thomi)son,J.W.H.(8omerset,K 
Thome,  G.R.( Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wads  worth,  J. 

Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
Walton,  Joseph 
Ward,John(Stoke-ui>on.T.enl) 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  RtHn.E(Clackmannaii 
WasoD,  John  Cath3art(  Orkney 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk)  W. 
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White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonflhire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
WTiitc,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  Jolin  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Wilkic,  Alexander 
WillianiRjJewelyn  (C'armVth'n 


{COMMONS} 

WMlliamHon,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  0.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
WiUon,  Henry  J.(York,  W.R. ) 
Wilson,  Jolin  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,    J.W.(Worce8tcr8h.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pan(Tas,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.(We8thougliton) 


of  the  House. 

Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M^Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henr 

Tbllers  fob  the 
Joseph  Pease  and 
Slibank. 


NOES. 


Arkwright,  John  StanhojH^ 

Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubroy.Flet<jher,RtHn.  Sir  H. 

Balcarres,  Lord 

Baldwin,  Stanley 

Ralfour,RtHn.A.J.(C1ty  Lond.) 

Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Baring.C  'apt.  Hn.G.  ( Winchester 

Barrie,H.T.(Ijondonderry,N. ) 

lieckett,  Hon.  Gervase 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Bridgeman,  W.  Olive 

Burdott-Coutts,  W. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
(.^avo,  George 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  I^rd  R.  (Marylehone,  E.) 
(-oates.  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
('ochrano,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Courthope,  G.  I^yd 
Craig,  Captain  James  (I)own,E. 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Dairy m pie,  Viscount 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duncan,  Robt.  (Lanark,  Govan 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  Capt.  W.V.(HantH,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 


Forstor,  Henry  William 
Gooch, Henry  Chibitt(Peckham) 
Gordon,  J. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardy,  Laurence(Kent,ABhrrd 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heaton,  John  Honniker 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Joynson-Hicks,  William 
Kerry,  Earl  of 

King,  Sir  HenrySeymour  (Hull) 
I-Ane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Ix)ckwood,RtHn.  Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.(Eve8ham) 
Long,RtHn. Walter  (Dublin,8) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee. 
Tjowe,  Sir  Francis  W^illiam 
MacCaw,  William  J.  MacGeagh 
M* Arthur,  Cliarles 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 


Mason,  James  F.  {Vrn 
Middlebrook,  WiUism 
Morpeth,  Viscoimt 
Morrison- JBell,  Gtpain 
Nicholson,  M'm.G.  [M 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Z 
Parkes,  Ebeneser 
Randies,  Sir  John  Semi 
Rawlinson,Joliii  Fnienk 
Ronton,  LesUe 
Robert8,S.(Sheifiebi  M 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  W.W.(LimFNl 
Salter,  Arthur  a«T8ll 
Smith,AbelK.(HertMb 
Stanier,  Bevills 
Starkey,  John  R 
Staveley-HUl,  UmjfiM 
Thornton,  Percy  M.  * 
Walker,  Col.W.H.(liw* 
Wanie,Gol.  C.E.(KeBt,M 
WiIlUms.CoLR.(Dml»0 
Wilson,  A.  StMiIey(Y«k.U 
Younger,  George 

Teixxbs  woe  tbe  KflO-'*' 
count  ValentU  oA  I^ 
Edmund  Talbot 


Other  Amendments  made—  Bill  to  bo  read  the  third  tta^* 

"  In  page  5,  line  28,  after  the  word  *  iierson,*  ,  Thuraoay. 
to  insert  the  word  *  knowingly.'  " 


"  In  page  (>,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  pension,' 
to  in-sert  the  words  '  and  for  notice  b^ng  given 
by  registrars  of  birtlis  and  deaths  to  the  pension 
officers  or  local  jjension  committees  of  every 
death  of  a  person  over  seventy  registered  by 
them,  in  siudi  manner  and  subject  to  such  con- 
ditions as  may  be  laid  down  by  the  regulations.'  " 

*•  In  the  Schedide,  i)age  7,  line  22,  after  the 
word  *  peiLsion,'  to  insert  the  words  *  per  week.'  " 
— ( Mr.Jdoffd-Oeorgr. ) 


CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BOX. 

As  amended  (by  the  StaaAig^ 
mittee),  considered  ;  Bill  zead  As' 
time,  and  passed. 


Adjoumad  at 
after  Skrai 


33 


BetumSi 
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HOUSE  ^  OF      LORDS. 
Wednesday,  Sth  July,   1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Loudon  County  Council  (Money)  Bill ; 
uth  West  Suburban  Water  Bill-— 
>ved,  That  the  Order  made  on  the  25th 
J  of  March  last,  "  That  no  Private 
11  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
all  be  read  a  second  time  after  the 
th  day  of  June  next,"  be  dispensed 
th,  and  that  the  Bills  be  now  read  2* ; 
reed  to ;    Bills  read  2**  accordingly. 

Rhymney  and  Aber  Valleys  Gas  and 
ater  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3*.  Amend- 
mts  made.  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to 
3  Commons. 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill. — Read  3*, 
bh  the  Amendments  ;  further  amend- 
tnts  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned 
the  Commons. 

^oncaster  Corporation  Bill. — Read  3"*, 
h  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and 
iirned  to  the  Commons. 

x>udon  County  Council  (Money)  Bill. — 
nmitted. 

louth  West  Suburban  Water  Bill.— 
nmitted.  The  Conmiittee  to  be  pro- 
ed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Lrds  Railways  Bill;  Holderness  Water 
L — Brought  from  the  Commons, 
d  1*,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Triton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council 
I  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Oonmions 
reed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill ; 
jtropolitan  Commons  Provisional  Order 
11. — House  in  Committee  (according 
Order).  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
mt.  Standing  Committee  negatived, 
1  Bills  to  be  read  3'*  To-morrow. 

South  West  Suburban  Water  Bill.— 
port  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
at  the  five  Lords  appointed  a  Select 
Gomittee  on  the  Manchester  Corpora- 
a  Bill  and  other  Bills,  do  form  the 
iTOIi.  CXCL    [Fourth  Series.] 


Select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  South  West  Suburban  Water 
Bill ;  read,  and  agreed  to.  All  petitions 
referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave 
to  the  Petitioners  praying  to  be  heard 
by  Counsel  against  the  Bill  to  be  heard 
as  desired,  as  also  Counsel  for  the  Bill. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill ;  Burnley 
Corporation  Bill;  Blackburn  Corpora- 
tion Bill. — Report  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Monk  Bretton 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  Member 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills 
in  the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Stradbroke  ; 
read,  and  agreed  to. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TRADE    REPORTS.'     ANNUAL    SERIES. 
No.   4057.     United  States   (States  of 
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  and  Mon- 
tana). 

No.  4058.  Zanzibar  (Zanzibar  and 
Pemba). 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Regulations   for   training   of   teachers 

for  secondary  schools  ;     Regulations  for 

the    training    of    teachers    of    domestic 

subjects  (in  force  from  Ist  August,  1908). 

WHISKEY  AND  OTHER  POTABLE 
SPIRITS  (ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Interim  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  certain  matters  connected  with 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  whiskey 
and  other  potable  spirits  ;  with  Minutes 
of  Evidence. 

MINES  AND  QUARRIES. 
(Explosions  at  Benwell  and  White- 
haven Collieries) — Report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
edited  by  R.  A.  S.  Redmayne,  His 
Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines,  on 
the  explosions  which  occurred  at  the 
Benwell  Colliery  on  19th  March,  1907, 
and  the  Whitehaven  Colliery  on  26th 
November,  1907.  (Explosion  at  Washing- 
ton "Glebe"  Colliery)— Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, by  J.  B.  Atkinson,  M.Sc,  His 
Majesty's  Inspector  of  Mines,  on  the 
circumstances    attending    an    explosion 
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which  occurred  at  Washington  "  Glebe  " 
Colliery  on  25th  February,  1908. 

ORDNANCE  SURVEY. 
Report  of  the  progress  of  the  Ordnance 
Survey  to  the   Slst  March,    1908,   pre- 
sented  (by  Command)   and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

CORONERS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  and  read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed.      [No.  132.] 


POST  OFFICE  SITES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  made.  Standing  Com- 
mittee negatived.  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow. 


{LORDS}   '  (Inland)  BM.  IS 

noble  Lords  on  the  OppoBition  fide 
the  House  refrained  from  oppoungt 
Bill  in  the  interests  of  freedom.  Iti 
held  that  the  bona  fide  planter  teu 
to  whom  the  Bill  applied  should  k 
conferred  upon  them  the  ri^ts  t 
all  free  men  should  enjoy  in  civil 
and  well-ordered  communities. 
Amendment  was  conceived  in  the  si 
spirit,  and  directed  to  the  same 
kindred  ends.  If  the  planters  wen 
have  those  rights  which  should  bel 
to  free  men  in  such  communities  a! 
had  mentioned,  then  protection  oi 
to  be  thrown  round  them,  so  that  1 
could  exercise  their  rights  freely,  witl 
being  driven  to  abandon  them  by 
form  of  coercion  or  intimidation. 


E\r[CTED 

House 
Order). 


TENANTS     (IRELAND)     BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Committee    (according    to 


m 


[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1 : 

Lord  ATKINSON  moved,  as  an 
addition  to  Clause  1,  which  ran — 

"  The  proviso  at  the  end  of  subsection 
3  of  Section  1  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland) 
Act,  1907,  shall  not  apply  in  any  case  where  the 
tenant  consents  in  writing  to  the  compulsory 
acquisition  of  the  land  by  the  Estates  Com- 
misFionrrH," 

the  insertion  of  the  following  words — 

"  Provided  that  the  tenant  shall  sign  such 
consent  in  the  i)rc  s  'nee  of  two  witnesses  present 
at  the  same  timr,  who  shall  attach  their  names 
thereto,  and  whc  n  so  signed  and  witnessed  shall 
be  tiled  as  a  record  in  the  office  of  the  I^nd 
Commis  ion,  notice  of  such  filing  1m  ing,  in  the 
time  and  mann^T  ])roHcril)ed,  given  to  the  land- 
lord of  the  laud  to  which  the  consent  applies, 
and  published  in  two  Kuccc.vsivc  issues  of  a  news- 
paper cinrulating  in  the  distiict  in  which  such 
laud  is  situate :  and  j»rovided  fiyther  tliat 
such  consent  shall  not  be  JK>ted  \i]K)1\  if  the 
Slid  lan^llord.  or  any  other  |K*rson  interest*  d  in  or 
having  a  claim  upon  the  said  lands,  shall,  after 
ha  vintr  an  opport  \mity  of  being  heard  in  the  time 
and  manm  r  j>r.  scribed,  satisfy  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  that  the  tenant  was  (romf>elled 
or  induced  to  give  such  consent  by  intimidation 
or  other  unlawful  means." 

Ill  moving  his  Amondmcnt  he  recalled 
the  fact  that  in  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the   Hill  it  was  stated  that 


In  order  that  the  meaning  of 
Amendment  might  be  appreciated, 
would  state  exactly  what  the  pos; 
of  the  bona  fide  planter  tenant 
under  existing  legislation.  The  Ac 
last  year  enabled  the  Estates  Cod 
sioners  to  acquire  land  compuhoi 
it  denied  to  them  the  right  to  mc 
tenanted  land,  save  where  the  te 
was  a  new  tenant  who  was  not  coltivi 
his  farm  in  a  bona  fide  manner.  I 
were  a  worthless  planter,  idle 
neglectful,  they  could  acquire  his  k 
but  if  he  were  a  bona  fide  farmer  nam 
his  holding  according  to  the  cnstoi 
cultivation  in  the  district  they  c 
not.  The  present  Bill  waJB  to  o 
the  tenant  to  consent  to  the  acqotti 
of  the  land  by  the  BSstates  Comnuflno 
and  when  he  had  given  that  codbbi 
was  in  precisely  the  same  positifli 
all  the  other  new  tenants.  Thit  Kil 
Commissioners  could  buy  (he  land, 
they  could  not  purchase  from  him 
tenant's  interest;.  What  they  conU 
was  this — they  could  evict  him,  gi 
him  a  farm  of  equivalent  value  to 
of  which  they  had  dispooscssed  hin 
full  compensation  in  money.  That 
exactly  his  position. 

In  the  present  Bill  it  was  pror 
that  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  i 
section  (3)  of  Section  1  of  tha  id 
last  year  should  not  apply  in  sar  i 
where  the  tenant  consented  in  wd 
to  the  compulsory  acquisitien  d 
land  by  the  *  ates  OommoMi 
How  the  assent  ^  is  to  be  ffnti  ■ 
that  it  was  tq  be  given  in  writis^vi 
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it  was  to  be  given,  when  it  was  to  be 
.given,  under  what  conditions  it  was  to 
^be  given,  or  under  what  protection  it 
;W»8  to  be  given  was  nowhere  stated.  It 
•Iiad  occurred  to  him  that  it  was  impera- 
;tivel7  necessary  that  some  effort  should 
•be  made  to  prevent  these  planters  being 

made  the  object  of  coercion  or  intimida- 

•  tion-  What  was  the  position  ?  The 
planter  held  land  for  which  some  of  his 
neighbours  who  were  evicted  tenants 
were  lusting,  and  observations,  to  which 
their  Lordships^  attention  had  been 
called  on  the  last  occasion,  had  been 
made  by  the  Leader  of  the  Nationalist 

•Party,  which,  if  he  had  been  correctly 
reported,  could  mean  little  less  than  an 
eidiortation  and  an  incitement  to  attack 
and  intimidate  the  bona  fide  planters 
and  drive  them  from  the  homes  they 
now  occupied. 

He    would    contrast    the    absence    of 

•  all  safeguards  in  reference  to  these  men 
with  the  number  of  safeguards  that 
were  put  round  the  Irish  tenant  when 
dealing  with  his  landlord.  But  no 
coercion  that  the  landlord  could  employ 
could  be  for  an  instant  compared  with  that 
cruel  and  terrible  form  of  intimidation 
commonly  called  boycotting.  The 
crushing  nature  of  that  method  of 
intimidation  nobody  could  appreciate 
who  had  not  seen  the  misery  and  sorrow 

•  it  had  brought  on  its  victims.  It  was 
expected,  when  the  Act  of  1881  was 
passed,  enabling  tenants  to  get  fair 
rents  fixed,  that  many  rents  would  be 
fixed  by  agreement  between  landlord 
and  tenant.  It  was,  however,  foimd 
necessary  to  pass  rules,  to  one  or  two 
of  which  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  calling  their  Lordships'  attention. 
It  was  provided  that  in  all  cases  iii 
which  a  tenant  was  a  party  to  any 
agreement  under  the  Land  Act,  or  to 
any  consent  in  writing  to  any  document 
under  that  Act,  his  signature  should 
be  witnessed  by  a  Commissioner  for 
taking  affidavits,  or  by  other  persons 
named  in  the  Act,  but  no  person  in  the 
emplo}Tnent  of  the  landlord  was  a 
competent  witness.  If  it  was  necessary 
to  secure  that  the  tenant  was  a  perfectly 
free  agent  when  he  consented  to  settle 
a  rent  with  his  landlord,  it  was  doubly 
necessary  to  see  that  the  bona  fide  tenant 
planters    were    free    agents    when    they 


were  mad'^  the  object  of  such  remarks 
as  those  of  Mr.  Redmond,  to  which 
reference  had  been  made.  There  were 
other  rules.  By  Rule  143  power  was 
reserved  to  any  person  interested  in 
the  farm  to  apply  to  have  the  agreement 
set  aside  on  the  ground  of  fraud  or 
duress.  If  this  was  necessary  in  such 
a  case,  surely  it  was  reasonable  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  to  secure 
that  the  consent  required  from  a  horut 
fide  planter  before  he  could  be 'turned 
out  of  his  holding  should  be  a  free  con- 
sent. Rule  169  was  practically  similar 
in  effect.  Therefore  they  had  in  Ire- 
land a  system  of  legislation  in  which 
the  necessity  was  recognised  that  when 
a  tenant  came  to  parting  with  his  rights 
he  should  be  surrounded  by  every  pre- 
caution to  secure  that  he  was  acting 
as  a  free  agent ;  and  he  contended  that 
this  was  a  thousand  times  more  neces- 
sary in  dealings  under  this  Bill. 

His  Amendment  was,  to  a  great 
extent,  drafted  on  the  lines  of  the  rules  to 
which  he  had  referred.  He  admitted 
that  the  Amendment  standing  on  the 
Paper  in  the  name  of  Lord  Donoughmore 
was  more  logical  than  his  own,  but  his 
(Lord  Atkinson's)  Amendment  was  the 
simpler.  The  Estates  Commissioners  ac- 
quired the  land,  evicted  the  tenants,  and 
paid  compensation.  The  Commissioners, 
therefore,  were  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
negotiations  and  the  bargain,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  preposterous  to  refer 
to  them  for  decision  the  question  whether 
the  other  party  was  intimidated.  That 
would  be  doing  what  was  done  to  some 
degree  in  the  Act,  but  which  had  a  peculiar 
abhorrence  for  him — it  allowed  one  of  the 
parties  to  l)e  a  judge  directly  in  his  own 
case.  Love  of  gain  was  not  the  only  pas- 
sion that  warped  human  judgment ;  pride, 
vanity,  and  a  desire  to  carry  some  idea 
had  often  equally  actuated  people  in  this 
direction.  Though  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners had  no  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  matter,  they  were  not  fit  persons 
to  decide  whether  the  bargain  into  which 
they  themselves  had  entered  was  a  free 
one. 

His  Amendment  provided  for  the 
decision  of  the  question  by  an  indepen- 
dent authority,  the  Judicial  Commissioner. 
The  adoption  of  that  course  would  not 
impede  matters  in  any  way,  and  wou'd 
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prevent  a  man  being  judge  in  his  own 
case.  It  might  be  that  the  protection 
would  not  be  altogether  efiectual.  In- 
timidation such  as  existed  in  Iieland 
was  often  a  subtle  and  all-pervading 
thing,  alienating  a  man's  friends,  following 
his  path,  thwarting  his  action,  lurking  in 
every  corner  and  cranny  of  his  life,  and 
no  machinery  that  could  be  set  up 
would  effectually  protect"  him  from  it. 
But  the  more  subtle  its  character  the  more 
imperative  was  it  the  duty  of  their 
Lordships  to  provide  means  by  which  the 
tenants  might  exercise  in  some  degree  the 
rights  of  free  men.  The  noble  Earl  who 
would  reply  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
might  say  that  this  could  be  done  by 
rules.  That  would  not  be  strictly  accur- 
ate. Rules  might  regulate  the  mode  in 
which  jurisdiction  was  exorcised,  but 
jurisdiction  could  not  be  conferred  by 
rules.  There  was  no  provision  on  the 
Statute-book  which  enabled  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  to  act  in  these  matters, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  necessary,  if  he 
was  to  have  that  jurisdiction,  that  a 
provision  to  that  affect  should  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  Com- 
misFioners  *  to  insi^rt  the  words  *  Provided  that 
the  tenant  shall  sign  such  eonsent  in  the 
j)resence  of  two  witnoHseR  present  at  t  e  same 
time,  who  shall  attju'h  their  names  thereto,  and 
when  so  signed  and  witnessed  shall  be  filed  as 
a  record  in  the  office  of  the  Land  Commission, 
notice  of  such  filing  being,  in  the  time  and  man- 
ner prescribed,  given  to  the  landlord  of  the  land 
to  which  the  consent  appliest  and  published  in 
two  siuiccssive  issm  g  of  a  newspaper  circulating 
in  the  district  in  which  such  land  is  situate ; 
and  i>rovided  fiu'ther  that  such  consent  shall 
not  be  acted  upon  if  the  said  landlord,  or  any 
other  })cr8on  interested  in  or  having  a  claim 
ui>on  the  said  lands,  shall,  after  having  an 
opportunity  of  bt^ing  heard  in  the  time  and 
manner  prescribed,  satisfy  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner that  the  tenant  was  compelled  or 
induced  to  give  such  <!(msent  by  intimidation 
or  other  unlawful  means.*  " — {Lord  Atkinson.) 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLON IE8  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  : 
My  Lords,  the  issue  raised  by  the  Amend- 
ment moved  ])y  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  in  a  clear  and  exhaustive  speech  is  a 
A'cry  simple  one.  The  object  of  this  Bill 
is  to  prevent  a  planter  from  being  coerced 
or  intimidated  into  remaininj^  on  his  farm 
^'  ndshes  to  go.     The  object  of  the 

learned  Lord's  Amendment 


is  to  prevent  his  being  coerced  or  in- 
timidated into  going  if  he  wiahes  toitaj. 
One  hopes  that  occasions  ef  tUa.  1ml 
are  not  likely  often  to  arisen  As  Ai 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  stated,  the  in- 
ducements offered  by  the  Act  as  it  stands 
are  very  considerable.  A  man  tithir 
receives  an  equivalent  farm  elsewhn 
or  else  he  receives  the  full  value  of  kis 
holding  if  he  likes  to  go  out  of  {arming 
altogether. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  spoke  of 
intimidation,  which  I  abhor  as  mvtk 
as  he  does,  but,  of  course,  it  is  imposnUe 
to  overlook  the  fact  that  no  law,  thongk 
it  may  protect  a  man  from  violenoe, 
can  protect  him  from  unpopularity  and 
from  the  himdred  disagreeable  incidenti 
which  accompany  local  unpopnlazitj 
even  though  no  violence  be  useifiL  Ooiii- 
sequently,  I  think  it  may  fairly  be  ssid 
that  in  most  cases  the  inducemento  for 
a  planter  to  go  are  at  any  rate  con- 
siderable. The  noble  and  learned  Laid 
desires  to  ensure  that  the  planter  s&oidd 
not  be  intimidated  into  going,  and, 
so  far  as  the  earlier  words  of  his  AtMnd- 
ment  are  concerned,  we  agree  tint 
there  can  be  no  possible  objection 
to  the  tenant  signing  such  consent  in  tlie 
presence  of  two  witnesses  present  at  the 
same  time,  who  shall  attach  their  j\^vm 
thereto,  or  to  the  filing  of  the  conaant. 
I  would  suggest  that,  after  the  void 
"witnessed,"  the  words  "the  said. an- 
sent "  should  be  inserted,  because^  as  the 
Amendment  stands,  it  looka  alQiost  .as 
if  either  the  tenant  or  the  wiUifWf 
were  to  be  filed  in  the  office,  of,  .the  Xand 
Commission,  which  would'  be .  pwlb 
a  painful  and  certainly,  a  te£oiis  jmw 
for  them.  There  we  should  like  tff.jrtm 
We  think  that  that  ensures  the  npcowirr 
formality  and  publicity,  which  tiben^ 
and  learned  Lord  would  desire  to^vcli 
the  tenant's  act  of  renouodng .  1« 
farm.  We  do  not  thit^k  it  i^  unripiiT 
for  the  notice  'to  be  published,  n^  tp 
successive  issues  of  a. local  newuM 
That  adds  to  the  expense  codDscid 
with  the  matter,  without^  in  oor 
contributing  anything  very 
the  security  of  the  tenant.. , ,  ^ 

Then  comes  the  (  s  m  of  tU'iudU 
J  fully  admit  that;  n  t  ara'to*UfVih 
appeal  at  all,  the  sp  d 
the  noble  and  I  uaidlk  ' 
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that  could  be  devised.     It  is  infinitely  !  aad  in  the  mailiier  prescribed  an  opportuiiity 
preferable,  in  our  opinion,  to  the  very    ^'  boing  heard,  that  the  tenant  was  compelled 


much  more  cimibrous  process  of  a  double 
appeal  suggested  by  the  noble  Earl  on  the 
front  bench  opposite,  which  we  think 
would  really  stultify  the  action  of  the 
Bill  altogether.  But  even  as  regards 
the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  imobjectionable  if 
you  will  in  itself,  I  should  like  to  appeal 
to  the  noble  Lords  opposite  whether  it 
is-  really  necessary.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  it  is  bound  to  involve  con- 
siderable delay  and  necessitate  great  ex- 
pense. It  will  be  necessary,  I  suppose, 
to  make  rules  limiting  some  time  within 
which  a  landlord  ^may  lodge  an  appeal. 
I  confess  that  there  is  something  to  my 
mind  almost  ludicrous  in  the  notion  of  a 
judicial  inquiry  taking  place  in  a  case 
where,  a  m^n  asserts  that  he  has  not  been 
intimidated,  and  somebody  else  asserts 
for  him  that  he  has.  I  can  find  no 
parallel,  of  that  in  .any  sort  of  judicial 
procedure  that  takes  place  in  any  civilised 
country. 

I  should  like  to  put  it  to  your  Lordships 
whether  this  appeal  is  really  necessary  at 
all.     I  can  quite  understand  that  it  may 
be  argued  that  this  act  on  the  part  of 
the    planter    should    be    seriously    and 
somewhat    ceremoniously    carried    out,  \ 
but  how  it  is  possible  to  go  behind  an 
act  of  that  kind  arid  to  insist  that  the 
man    is     being     intimidated     when    ex 
hypothesi  he  says  he  is  not,  is  a  matter 
which,  I  confess,  passes  my  comprehen- 
sion.    I  hope,   therefore,   that  on  con- 
sideration the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
would  be  willing  to  move  only  the  first  I 
part  of  his  Amendment  down  to  the  words 
'*  Land  Commission,"  and  would,  in  con- 1 
sideration  of  the  great  trouble  to  which  i 
the  parties  would  be  put  if  the  whole  | 
Amendment    was    carried,    consent    to 
withdraw  the  rest. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE,  who 
had  given  notice  of  an  Amendment  to 
amend  Lord  Atkinson's  Amendment  by 
leaving  out  the  further  proviso  arid 
inserting  after  the  word  "  situate,"  the 
following  words — 

**  And  ^provided  further  that  the  said  consent 
shall  not  b3  aoted  upon  if  the  landlord  or  any 
other*  tpsrson  having  an  iiterest  in  or  claim 
upon  th3  said  lanis  shall  satisfy  the  Estates 
Cojiaiisaion3rs,  after  having  had  at  tha  time 


or  induped  to  ffivesnch  consent  by  intimidation 
or  other  nnla\vtul  means,  and  the  determination 
by  the  Estates  Commissioners  of  this  question 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  determination 
by  them  of  a  question]  arising  under  provisions 
imposing  restrictions  on  the  acquisition  of  land 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  2,  subsection 
11,  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  1907,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  appeal  accordingly," 

said  he  did  not  think  the  noble  Earl 
in  his  final  words  had  fairly  described 
the  position.  The  noble  Earl  had  said 
the  position  was  a  ridiculous  one  that 
when  a  man  had  said  he  had  not  been 
intimidated  somebody  else  should  come 
forward  and  say  that  he  had.  But 
did  the  planter  say  he  hid  not  been 
intimidated  ?  Unless  the  ^Government 
had  in  their  mind  some  form  of  consent 
that  the  planter  was  to  be  ^made  *  to 
give  to  the  effect  that  he  had  not  been 
intimidated  when  he  gave  his  consent, 
he  failed  entirely  to  see  the  force  of 
the  noble  Earl's  argument.  Their  whole 
contention  was  that  this  consent  might  be 
obtained  in  some  cases  by  intimidation, 
and  it  was  in  order  to  safeguard  the 
planter  himself  in  such  case  that  they 
asked  their  Lordships  to  give  this  appeal. 
His  reply  to  the  noble  Earl's  Question, 
Was  this  appeal  really  necessary  ?  was 
"  Yes,"  and  that  it  was  more  necessary 
now,  owing  to  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  Ireland  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, than  it  was  twelve  months  ago. 
A  very  peculiar  case  was  mentioned 
in  The  Times  about  ten  days  ago.  The 
statements  made  so  surprised  him  that 
he  took  the  trouble  to  obtain  a  copy  of 
the  local  paper  which  contained^ an 
almost  verbatim  report  of  the  case, 
which  was  concerned  with  cattle-driving 
on  the  De  Montalt  estate  at  Ballintemple, 
and  the  claim  for  compensation  by  the 
victims  of  that  proceeding.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  as  the  result  of 
cattle-driving  or  not,  but  the  land  was 
now  to  be  sold,  and  Mr.  Ryan,  the 
solicitor  for  the  victims,  made  the  re- 
markable statement  that  his  clients —  ^| 

"  Were,  on  the  division  of  the  demesne  lands* 
to  be  allotted  a  portion  of  them  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  but  the  landholders  resolutely 
opposed  the  Hickeys  getting  any  portion  of  the 
estate/'and  the  result  was  that  the  Land  Com- 
missioners save  way  to  them,  and  the  Hickeys 
got  none  o?  the  land,  for  the  Commissioners 
pandered  to  the  Crown."  . 
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That  action  was  a  practical  eicourage- 
ment  of  cattle-driving.  That  was  the 
spirit  in  which  the  law  was  biing  ad- 
ministered at  this  moment,  and  it  was 
this  which  made  some  such  Amendment 
as  this  absolutely  necessary. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  admitted  that 
if  a  man  denied  that  he  had  been  in- 
timidated it  was  not  easy  to  get  over 
that.  There  was  nothing  so  hard  to 
ascertain  in  districts  where  feeling  ran 
high  as  whether  or  not  a  man  was  acting 
as  an  absolutely  free  agent  or  was  yielding 
to  the  insidious  form  of  intimidation  so 
well  known  in  Ireland.  The  provision 
in  the  Bill  that  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
subsection  (3)  of  Section  1  of  the  Act 
of  last  year  should  not  apply  in  any  case 
where  the  tenant  consented  in  writing  to 
the  compulsory  acquisition  of  the  land  by 
the  Estates  Commissioners  W6w  a  rather 
bald  one.  The  mere  consent  in  writing 
was  hardly  sufficient,  and  could  not  with- 
out an  addition  of  some  kind  be  deemed 
satisfactory.  He  gathered  tliat  the  noble 
Earl  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
practically  admitted  that,  for  he  had 
stated  that  the  first  part  of  Lord  Atkin- 
son's Amendment,  providing  that  the 
tenant  should  sign  the  consent  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses  who  should 
attach  their  names  thereto,  was  conceived 
in  such  a  reasonable  spirit  that  he  was 
prepared  to  give  a  ready  assent  to  it. 
He  (Lord  Ashbourne)  did  not  suppose 
it  would  be  a  common  case  at  all,  but  it 
was  conceivable  that  there  might  be 
cases  where,  although  the  man  had  signed 
the  consent  in  the  presence  of  witnesses 
and  expressfc..  liis  desire  to  accept  the 
t.orm8  offered  him  and  to  go,  objeetion 
could  still  be  made  that  that  act  was  not 
quite  free  and  that  at  some  point  or  other 
undue  pressure  was  exercised.  It  was 
therefore  claimed  to  lo  reasonable  to 
provide  means  in  such  a  case  for  the 
matter  to  be  investigated  and  decided  by 
a  fair  tribunal. 

^  *LoRD  CLONBROCK  trur-ted  that  the 
Government  might  be  induced  to  accept 
the  Amendment  in  its  entirety.  No 
one  doubted  that  the  nuble  Earl  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  t:iv.  Colonies  con- 
denmed  intimidation  as  much  as  any  one 
ill  the  House.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
The  Earl  of  Donoughmore. 


I  ment  was  to  prevent  intiimdatioii.  The 
'  fact  that  a  planter  had  given  in  writing 
his  consent  to  go  did  not  at  all  imply  that 
he  had  given  it  of  his  own  free  wiU,  and  it 
was  perfectly  legitimate  to  inquire  whether 
direct  intimidation  had  been  applied 
Owing  to  the  exceedingly  light  and  airy 
manner  in  which  agitation  had  been 
treated  by  EQb  Majesty's  Government, 
intimidation  prevailed  very  widely  in 
Ireland.  The  mere  placing  on  recoid 
of  the  written  consent  in  the  office  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners  would  be  an 
absolutely  nugatory  proceeding,  the  moie 
especially  as  the  bargain  was  being  made 
with  them.  Noble  Lords  from  Ireland 
desired  that  there  shoirid  be  an  appeal 
to  s'jme  independent  authority  suck 
as  the  Judicial  Commissioner.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  adopt  the  AmendnMnt 
and  reserve  freedom  of  action  to  these 
planters. 

The  Earl  of  MAYO  said  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  be  necessary  but  for  the 
open  intimidation  and  boycotting  ezisting 
in  Ireland.  The  whole  spirit  in  which 
their  Lordships  debated  the  Evicted 
Tenants  (Ireland)  Act  of  last  year  was  thst 
the  bona  fide  planters  should  be  ade- 
quately protected ;  but  in  the  Bill  now 
before  them  it  was  provided  that  the 
$  proviso  inserted  in  the  Act  of  last  year 
for  the  protection  of  the  planters  should 
not  apply  in  any  case  where  the  tenant 
consented  in  writing  to  the  compulfloiT 
acquisition  of  the  land  by  the  Bstates 
Commissioners.  The  noble  ESazl  appar- 
ently did  not  object  to  the  provisioiL  ia 
Lord  Atkinson's  Amendment  about  the 
two  witnesses,  but  only  to  the  publication 
in  the  newspapers.  Noble  Lords  might 
be  inclined  to  concede  that  p<»iit,  becavie 
personally  he  did  not  attach  great  im- 
portance to  the  newspaper  publieatioiu 
The  question  of  appeal,  however,  vai 
more  important.  It  had  been  fnltf 
debated  last  year,  and  now,  whea  tt 
Amendment  was  moved  to  moteet  the 
planters,  why  should  not  the  xif^  ^ 
appeal  to  the  Judidal  Obmmianonflr  hi 
granted  ?  No  argument  had  been  sah- 
mitted  against  the  right  of  appeeiL  Ihi  j 
truth  was  that  the  prebent  Goveiniawik-  | 
wanted  to  fire  out  the  planteia  at  qiifll^r 
as  possible.  It  was  much  bvtter  to  hi, 
candid  about  the  matter.  PenoBallfr 
he  thought  that  there  w<  ddfioilMaMiJ' 
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appeals ;  but,  at  any  late,  the  ohance  of 
making  an  appeal  should  be  given.  He 
suggested  that  "any  person  interested" 
might  be  a  better  phrase  to  adopt  than 
that  in  the  Amendment. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  My  Lords,  I 
am  afraid  I  am  not  convinced  by  the 
arguments  of  noble  Lords  opposite, 
although  I  fully  recognise  that  what  they 
have  in  their  minds  is  the  interest  of  the 
tenant.  If  I  believed  that  this  Amend- 
ment would  have  a  serious  effect  in 
protecting  or  making  happier  people 
who  otherwise  would  be  intimidated,  I 
could  not  refuse  to  accept  it.  But  what 
is  really  going  to  happen  suppose  this 
Amendment  is  carried  ?  Suppose,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  a  man  has  been 
intimidated  into  signing  a  consent.  After 
having  announced  his  intention  of  leaving, 
is  it  likely  that,  before  Mr.  Justice  Wylie, 
he  will  recant  and  say  he  was  intimidated, 
and  go  back  to  the  occupation  of  his 
holding  ?  It  seems  the  most  improbable 
thing  to  happen  in  practice  that  could  be 
conceived.  On  the  other  hand,  you  have 
the  alternative  possibility,  in  every  case 
where  the  planter  wants  to  go,  of  the 
landlord  who  has  a  strong  personal 
objection  to  the  Bill,  putting  this  un- 
happy man  into  Court,  the  tenant 
asseverating  that  he  wants  to  go  and  the 
landlord  assuring  the  Court  that  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Lord  ATKINSON  was  of  opinion  that 
as  the  landlord  would  be  mulcted  in 
costs  such  a  case  would  not  be  likely  to 
occur. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  I  am  not 
sure  that  all  landlords  would  be  deterred 
by  that  fact.  I  am  afraid,  therefore,  that 
we  cannot  accept  the  Amendment.  I 
am  anxious  not  to  put  your  Lordships  to 
the  trouble  of  dividing,  which  I  should 
have  to  do  if  the  Amendment  before  us  at 
the  moment  was  the  one  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  noble  Earl,  Lord  Donough- 
more ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  hope  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  accepting  this  Amend- 
ment in  another  place. 

Lord  ATKINSON  expressed  his 
willingness  to  omit  the  word  "  landlord  " 
and  to  insert  the  words  "  persons  inter- 


ested." Hb  Amendment  was  not  con- 
ceived in  the  interest  of  the  landlord. 
The  term  *'  landlord  "  came  in  because 
he  had,  in  drafting  his  Amendment, 
copied  the  rules  to  which  he  had  referred. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  do  not  take 
it  that  that  would  lead  to  any  change  in 
practice,  because  the  words  "persons 
interested"  would  include  the  landlord. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  see  much  object  in 
striking  out  the  landlord  in  this  case. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  take  it  there  is  no  doubt  as  to 
the  position  which  the  great  body  of  the 
Members  of  this  House  desire  to  take  up  in 
reference  to  this  question  of  the  bona  fide 
planter.  We  desire  that  he  should  be 
effectually  protected  ;  but  I  think  I  may 
add  that  we  only  desire  to  protect  him  if 
he  himself  wishes  to  be  protected.  I 
take  that  as  our  point  of  departure. 
Then  arises  the  question  what  evidence 
is  to  be  regarded  as  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  bona  fide  planter  really  does 
desire  to  invoke  protection. 

In  the  Bill  as  presented  to  the  House 
the  simple  consent  of  the  tenant  in 
writing  was  to  be  sufficient.  On  this 
side  of  the  House,  at  any  rate,  we  do  not 
think  that  so  imperfect  a  guarantee  as 
that  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  To 
rely  on  the  mere  signature  of.  the  ten- 
ant, given  under  circumstances  of  which 
no  one  is  very  fully  aware,  would  be, 
indeed,  a  very  slight  precaution.  It 
will  be  within  the  recollection  of  many 
of  us  that,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Clanri- 
carde's  estate,  signatures  were  appended 
by  a  great  many  of  the  tenants  to  state- 
ments recording  their  strong  objection  to 
be  moved  elsewhere,  and  that  within  a 
few  days  we  had  in  our  possession  other 
signatures  from  the  same  tenants  record- 
ing their  desire  to  be  allowed  to  accept  the 
terms  offered  them  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  Therefore,  I  venture  to 
think  it  is  clearly  established  that  the 
mere  signature  of  the  tenant  by  itself 
is  not  sufficient.  I  think  we  may  also 
call  attention  to  the  argument  used  with 
so  much  effect  by  my  noble  and  learned 
Eriend  behind  me,  when  he  reminded  the 
House  that  whenever  the  tenant  is  called 
upon  or  is  allowed  to  part  with  any  poi- 
tion  of  his  rights  to  his  landlord,  the 
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traixsactiou  is  shielded  by  any  number  of 
precautions*  of  the  very  kind  which  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  desires  to  Intro- 
duce  in  the  present  case. 

I  must  say  I  was  a  little  astonished 
when  I  heard  the  noble  Earl  who  loadj^ 
the  House  say  to  us,  at  the  l)cj];inning  of 
this  discussion,  that  whereas  we  desired 
that  the  tenant  should  not  be  intimi- 
dated into  leaving  his  farm,  noble  Lords 
opposite  desired  that  he  should  not  be 
intimidated  into  remaining  upon  it,  the 
suggestion  being,  I  presume,  that  the 
kind  of  pressure  which  the  landlord  who 
desires  to  retain  a  bona  fide  tenant  can 
put  upon  him  is  comparable  to  the 
kind  of  pressure  which  is  put  upon  these 
people  by  the  Land  League  when  they 
desire  to  drive  them  from  their  holdings. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  think 
that  shows  a  certain  absence  of  perspec- 
tive in  the  view  with  which  these  ques- 
tions are  regarded  by  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site. 

The  Amendment  moved  by  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  luis  three  limls.  In 
the  first  place,  he  desires  that  the  con- 
sent of  the  tenant  of  the  tenant  should 
be  given  in  the  presence  of  witnesses 
who  are  to  attach  their  names  thereto, 
the  consent  being  filed  as  a  record  in 
the  office  of  the  Land  Commission. 
That,  I  understand,  is  accepted  by  His 
Majesty's  Govcniment,  and  I  gladly 
acknowledge  the  indication  of  their 
admission  that  the  case  of  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  is  to  that  extent  a  strong 
one.  Then  we  come  to  the  second  limb 
of  the  Amendment,  which  is  to  the 
effect  that  notice  of  the  filing  of  the  con- 
sent is  to  be  given  to  the  landlord  and 
published  in  two  successive  issues  of  a 
local  newspaper.  I  think  1  caught  a 
suggestion  from  my  noble  friend  behind 
me  that  he  and  those  who  act  with  him 
do  not  attach  great  importance  to 
that  particular  part  of  the  proposal.  I 
therefore  do  not  dwell  upon  it. 

Then  I  come  t^  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  Amendment — namely, 
that  which  provides  that  in  these  cases 
there  shall  be  an  appeal  to  the  Judicial 
('ommisaioner.  I  observed  with  satis- 
action  that  the  noble  Earl  admitted  that 
if  thece  >  to  be  an  appeal  that  was  the 
proper.  \  to        r        ;   and,   per- 

»      Uv.  -  i  appeal  to 


the  one  suggested  by  my  noble  tnaA 
Lord  Donoughmore.  I  ask  myself,  how. 
ever,  whether  the  appeal  thus  provided  is 
really  one  which  is  likely  to  be  of  ur 
great  substantial  value,  because  it  seem? 
to  me  clear  that  if  precautions  of  this 
kind  are  to  be  mere  paper  preoaiitinn» 
and  arc  not  to  be  of  substantial 
value  •  the  fewer  of  them  we  jput  into 
this  Bill  the  better  for  all  concerned. 
My  noble  friend  Ijord  Mayo  admitted,  I 
think,  that  appeals  of  this  kind  would 
be  very  rare.  We  may,  therefoT»>. 
assume  that  we  are  only  deattng  with 
quite  a  small  number  of  cases. 

Let    us    consider   what    is    likely  to 
happen  in  that  small  number  of  cases. 
You  appeal  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
and  you  endeavour  to   show  that  the 
tenant  has  been  subjected  to  some  form 
of  coercion.     Upon  whose  evidence  are 
you  going  to  rely  in  order  to  eetaUish 
your  case  ?    Remember  that  it  is  one  in 
which  the  tenant  ex  kypoihesi  has  been 
efiectually  intimidated.     He  has  been  in- 
timidated up  to  the  point  of  puttinj;  his 
name  to  a  document  in  which  he  fonnsUy 
states  that  he  desires  to  give  up  his  farm. 
Is  it  very  likely  that  after  he  has  done 
that,   after  he  has  been   so   effectuallr 
coerced  that  he  has  given  his  consient 
with   all   these    formalitiea— is   it   veir 
likely  that  you  will  get  him  to  recant  that 
consent  before  the  Judicial  Commissioner  ? 
I  doubt  it  very  much.    Then  let  us  suppoK 
that  you  are   going  to  rely,  not  npoa 
the  evidence  of  the  tenant,  but  upon  the 
evidence  of  other  parties.     The  kndloid 
produces  evidence  to  show  that  thero  hii 
been  cattle-driving  in  the  neighbomliooi 
and  that  the  tenant  and  his  family  bin 
been  boycotted*     The  evidence  mMj  k 
unanswerable,  but  the  fact  will  nnttii 
that  the  tenant  himseU  deaii«s  to  leave  htf 
farm  and  to  go  to  a  farm  in  anotfaei  put 
of  the  country.    It  will  be  imposiibliiBf 
the  Judicial  Commissioner  or  for  anjbo^T 
else,  so  it  se^ma  to  me^    to   dot«  ~~' 
whether  the  consent  of  the  tenant  is 
due  to  the  boycotting  and  like  pa 
tion,  or  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
offered,  as  we  know  aoi^e  of  1___^_^ 
have  been  offered^  by  the  'Sbtst#  L 
missioners' extremely  Ul   zal  inducsaunii 
to  move  elsewhera.  ,  ^. .  r 

I  frankly  f  on  fpgs  ft4r/&il^WBffFfWfr 
^  differ  from  my  imhh    fricnda  ^h&  tf 
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behind  me,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
this  part  of  the  Amendment  is  likely  to 
serve  any  substantially  good  purpose,  and, 
f6r  that  reason,  I  really  would  put  it  to 
them  whether  they  might  not  be  content 
with  the  earlier  portion  of  it,  perhaps 
fortified  by  some  other  words,  and 
whether,  at  any  rate,  they  might  not  stop 
short  of  insisting  either  upon  the  full- 
blown Amendment  of  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Donoughmore  or  upon  the  latter 
part  of  the  Amendment  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord. 

♦Lord  CLONBROCK  pointed  out  that 
they  had  to  consider  not  only  the  case 
of  a  man  who  had,  whether  from  in- 
timidation or  not,  given  his  consent,  but 
the  effect  on  the  people  round  about. 
What  they  desired  to  do  was  to  make  it 
as  difficult  as  possible  for  a  man  to  be 
intimidated,  and  if  the  people  who  were 
inclined  to  intimidate  knew  that  there 
was  an  appeal  and  that  the  whole  matter 
would  be  threshed  out  from  the  beginning 
before  a  fair  tribunal,  they  might  not  be 
so  ready  in  indulge  in  intimidation. 
With  such  a  provision  as  that  contained  in 
the  Amendment,  intimidation,  though  it 
might  be  successful  in  the  end,  would  not 
be  so  easy  to  practise. 

The  Earl  op  MAYO  submitted,  in 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  by  Lord 
Lansdowne,  that  there  were  planters 
plucky  enough  to  stand  up  and  say  they 
had  been  intimidated  into  giving  their 
consent.  If  these  planters  did  not 
X>osse8s  that  determination,  he  could 
assure  their  Lordships  that  many  of  them 
would  not  be  where  they  were  now. 
The  very  word  "planter"  was  well 
known  in  the  history  of  Ireland  and  spoke 
for  itself.  He  admitted  that  the  cases 
'  might  not  be  many,  but  held  that  that 
did  not  make  their  argument  any  the 
weaker.  The  few  men  who  had  taken 
np  this  position  and  were  farming  their 
land  in  a  husband-like  manner  were 
entitled  to  every  protection.  There  was 
an  important  principle  involved,  and  he 
hoped  his  noble  fnends  from  Irekind 
womld  divide  xm  the -Amendment. 

'  LokD  ATKINSON  called  attention 
\o  Hkb  fact  that  his  Amendment  was 
not  confined  to  intimidation.  Other  un- 
'bwidl  mcatis  m%ht  be  resorted  to,  such 


as  bribery  and  violence,  to  coerce  a 
tenant  into  giving  his  consent.  It  was 
perfectly  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  person 
who  haa  no  evidence  to  bring  before  the 
Judiciiil  Commissioner  would  proffer  a 
charge  of  this  kind  when  he  was  certain 
to  be  beaten  and  to  have  to  pay  the 
costs.  He  did  not  suggest  that  the 
Amendment  set  up  perfect  machinery. 
If  they  were  never  to  legislate  unless  they 
could  devise  perfect  machinery  they 
would  never  legislate  at  all.  The  value 
of  the  proviso  in  the  Amendment  was 
that  in  case?  of  gross  intimidation  means 
would  be  open  for  resorting  to  a  tribunal 
to  defeat  it,  and  to  prevent  the  intimi- 
dators  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  illegal 
act.  For  himself,  he  did  not  see  any  great 
difficulty  in  the  Judicial  Commissioner's 
ascertaining  whether  a  man  was  acting  of 
his  own  free  will  or  not.  For  instance, 
if  a  man  said  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
not  to  go  and  was  then  boycotted,  and 
his  cattle  driven,  and  on  the  third  day 
signed  a  consent,  would  any  one  have 
difficulty  in  saying  that  that  consent 
was  extracted  by  intimidation  ?  Al- 
though it  might  not  frequently  be  re- 
sorted to,  the  existence  of  this  appeal 
would  be  of  great  value. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow)  :  I  propose  to 
put  the  Amendment  down  to  the  words 
"  Land  Commission "  which,  I  under- 
stand, is  accepted  by  the  Government. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  Would  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  agree  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  witness,"  the  words 
**  the  said  consent  "  ? 

Lord  ATKINSON  :  I  think  it  is  quite 
unnecessary,  but  I  have  no  objection 
to  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
The  Amendment  is  to  add  t^e  words, 
"  Provided  that  the  tenant  shall  sign 
such  consent  in  the  presence  of  two 
witnesses  present  at  the  same  time, 
who  shall  attach  their  names  thereto, 
and  when  so  signed  and  witnessed  the 
said  consent  shall  be  filed  as  a  record 
in  the  office  of  the  Land  Commission." 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to.  . 
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,  The  chairman  op  COMMITTEES  : 
The  Question  I  now  have  to  put  to  the 
Committee  is  that  the  words  "  notice 
of  such  filing,"  etc.,  down  to  the  end  of 
the  Amendment,  be  there  inserted. 


On  Question, 
there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words  be 


Their  Lordships  divided:    Contents, 
88;  Not  Contents,  36. 


Bedford,  D. 
Somerset,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Abercorn,  M.     (D,  AhercomJ) 
Ailesbury,  M. 
Camden,  M. 
Zetland,  M. 

Cairns,  £. 

Cathcart,  £. 

Dartrey,  E. 

Denbigh,  E. 

Devon,  E. 

Doncaster,  E.    (D.  Bucdeuch 

and  Qtieenaberry.) 
Halsbury,  E. 
Hardwieke,  E. 
Harrowby,  E. 
Dchester,  E. 
Londesborough,  E. 
Malmesbury,  E. 
Manvers,  E. 
Mayo,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Rosse,  E. 
Waldejrave,  E. 

Cross  V. 

Hampden,  V. 

Hutchinson,_V.     {E,  Donough- 

more,)  -' 
Iveagh,^V. ' 


CONTENTS. 

KnntBford,  V. 
Portman,  V. 

PetOTborough,  L.  Bp. 

Addington,  L. 

Alverstone,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Atkinson,  L. 

Belhav^i  and  Stenton,  L. 

Biddulph,  L. 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  L. 

Calthorpe,  L. 

Carysfort,  L.    (E.  Carysfort.) 

Castlemaine,  L. 

Clanwilliam,     L.     {E,     Clan- 

williatn.) 
Clements,  L.     {E.  Leitrim.) 
Clon  brock,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
Cottesloe,  L. 
Crawihaw,  L. 
Dawnay,  L.     (V,  Downt,) 
De  Mauley,  L. 
Digby,  L. 

Douslas,  L.     {(E.  Home.) 
Dunboyne,  L.     ([Teller.] 
Fermanagh,  L.     {E.  Erne.) 
Fingall,  L.     {E.  Fingall.) 
Forester,  L. 
Gormanston,  L.  (F.  Oormaiu- 

Grey  de  Ruthyn,  L.  T^   *^  ^^ 


Hftie,  L.    {B.  Lisiofwd.) 

Harris,  L. 

Heneage,L. 

HmdUp^L. 

Hylton,  L. 

James,  L. 

Kenlis,  L.     ( Jf.  HeadforL) 

Kenyon,  X«. 

Kilmamook,  L.     (X.  grroa.) 

Kintore,  L.     (J?.  Jttnforc) 

liftwresicc,  X^. 

Muskeny,  L. 

Newton,  L. 

Oraomore  and  Browne,  L. 

P^nsonby,     L.    (JV.    BttAot- 
ougk.) 

Ranfurly,  L.     (J9.  Bemfvfif.) 

Rathmore,  L. 

Redesdale,  Ll. 

Robertson,  L. 

Saitoim,Ik  ^ 

Sandys,  L. 

Savile,  L. 

Seaton,L. 

Sherborne, !«. 

Sinolair,!*. 

Somerhill,   L.    (Jf.   Clamri- 
earde,) 

Stalbridge,  L. 

Stanmore»  Ll. 

Sudley,  L.  (^.  Armn,)  [Tt  fcr.] 


NOT-CONTENTS] 

Lorebum,  L.     {L.  Chancellor.)  ■  Wolverhampton,  V. 


Beauchamp,  E.    {L.  SUtcard.) 

Craven,  E. 

Crewe,  E. 

Cromer,  E. 

Jersey,  E. 

Liverpool,  E. 

Oaslow,  E. 

Althorpe,  V.     (L.      Chamber- 
lain. ) 
St.  Aldwyn,  V. 


Allendale,  L. 
I  Ampthill,  L. 
,  Armitstead,  L. 
\  Colebrooke,  L. 
I  Denman,  L.     (TeUer.] 

Eversley,  L. 
I  Faber,  L. 

Fitzmaurice,  L. 
,  Glantawe,  L. 

Granard,     L.     \E.     Oranard.) 
[Teller.] 
'  Haversham,  L.    J 


Headle7,Lw 
Hefsohell,  L. 
Jtnoeiy,  I«> 
Loohee,  L. 
Luoas,Ii. 
I^veden,  X^ 
Maonen,  L. 
Monk  Bretlon,  L. 
Flrrie,L. 
Sanderson,  Ii. 
Sandhurst,  L. 
StanWof  Aldericj,];.. 
Weaidale,Ii» 
WeIbgr,L. 


Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Standing  Comniittcc  negatived  ;  the 
K(^port  of  the  Amendments  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Tuesday  next,  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  133).^ 


ECONOmES  IN  THE  TSBBTCaBUL 
ABUY. 

Lord  LOVAT  zosc  to  snbmife  n  p 
liminary  list  of  minor  nnd  fnartii* 
economies  advenely  afieotiiig  tki  ifr 
ciency  of  the  Territorial  Army ;  waiM 
move  for  Papers.  The  nobk  JLoid  wail 
My  Lords,  I  wish  to^oall  ai 
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Lordships  to  certain  economies  at  present 
being  made  in  the  Territorial  Anny, 
which  I  think  are  rather  unfortunate 
and  hardly  bear  out  some  of  the  promises 
made  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
when  the  Territorial  Army  Act  was 
brought  in.  We  were  told  that  the 
Territorial  Army  was  to  be  reduced  in 
numbers — and  reduced  it  certainly  has 
been — but  that  it  was  to  be  very  much 
increased  in  efficiency.  We  were  also 
told  that  it  was  to  be  complete  in  every 
part,  and  would  have  mobilisation 
arrangements  sufficient  to  enable  it  to 
take  the  field  at  once.  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  administration  of  the  Force  so 
far  hardly  seems  to  tend  towards  that 
end,  and  unless  an  alteration  of  policy 
is  adopted  with  regard  to  the  economies 
which  are  at  present  being  effected,  we 
shall  not  get  the  efficiency  anticipated. 

The  whole  question  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  Territorial  Army  depends  upon  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers. 
That  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  weak  part 
of  any  partly  amateur  Army.  Yet  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  ihe  Goven^ment  was 
to  abolish  a  most  excellent  institution — 
the  Yeomanry  school  at  Netheravon. 
This  school  gave  a  most  excellent  training 
to  Yeomanry  officers,  and  was  well  spoken 
of  throughout.  The  men  there  worked 
keenly  and  the  administration  was  good, 
picked  Cavalry  officers  being  detailed 
to  carry  on  the  training  work.  At  the 
present  moment  there  is  no  Yeomanry 
school,  and  these  officers  have  to  go  to 
be  trained  to  Cavalry  regiments  as 
attached  officers.  Any  one  who  has  been 
a  Cavalry  officer  knows  what  happens 
when  a  Yeomanry  officer  is  attached  to  a 
Cavalry  regiment.  No  one  cares  any- 
thing about  him.  He  will  never  belong 
to  the  regiment,  and  as  for  any  training 
which  he  is  allowed  to  get  whilst  so 
attached,  the  whole  thing  is  a  perfect 
farce.  He  will  certainly  never  lead 
a  troop,  as  he  might  make  a  mistake  and 
the  squadron  officer  might  get  abused 
by  the  officer  next  senior  in  command. 
Therefore,  the  Yeomanry  officer  becomes 
thoroughly  bored,  and  returns  to  his 
regiment  as  ignorant  as  when  he  left  it. 

•  But  in  the  Yeomanry  school  things  were 
diiSerent.  So  keen  was  the  work  that 
in  many  cases  the  men  used  to  work  up  to 


eight  and  ten  o'clock  at  night  in  order 
to  pass  their  examination.  A  definite 
object  was  thus  achieved,  and  the  effi- 
ciency both  of  Yeomanry  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  was  very  much 
advanced.  I  believe  there  is  a  m3rthical 
idea  of  training  squadrons  going  about  the 
country  in  the  dim  future  to  train  men. 
As  far  as  I  can  make  out,  these  squadrons 
will  have  to  train  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  The  training  given  to  men  who  sit 
in  the  saddle  is  not  the  same  as  that  given 
to  a  major  or  captain,  who  desires  in- 
struction in  general  tactical  work.  Yet 
apparently,  if  the  training  squadron 
scheme  is  carried  out  on  the  lines  indicated 
by  Lord  Granard,  this  will  be  the  only 
means  of  training  our  officers  now  that 
the  Yeomanry  school  has  been  abolished. 
I  believe  the  abolition  of  that  school  to  be 
a  downward  step  affecting  the  future 
efficiency  of  .the  Yeomanry  officers. 

The  next  economy  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  is  in  connection  wit  hthe  permanent 
staff.  Three  days  ago  this  was  a  very 
burning  question,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  an  announcement  was  made  to-day 
that  the  Government  have  again  issued 
new  regulations  on  the  subject.  I  will 
not,  therefore,  trouble  your  Lordships 
with  things  of  the  past.  But  there  are 
certain  reductions  which  it  is  still  necessary 
to  draw  attention  to.  The  permanent 
staff  is  at  all  times  a  perfectly  necessary 
body  to  the  Territorial  Army,  but  more 
so  at  the  present  moment,  because  re- 
cruiting and  training  are  very  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  permanent  staff.  If 
you  make  that  staff  dissatisfied,  as  they 
are  at  present,  you  will  not  get  efficient 
work  out  of  them.  I  imderstand  that 
their  pay  in  certain  circumstances  has 
been  altered  back  to  what  it  was  before, 
but  there  are  still  distinct  grievances. 
First  of  all  there  is  the  £18  they  used  to 
draw  every  year  for  accommodation 
allowance,  and  also  the  £6  10s.,  the  limit 
allowed  for  duties  outside  their  regular 
work.  These  have  been  cut  down.  In 
cases  where  accommodation  is  provided 
for  them  in  drill  halls,  or  otherwise,  the 
£18  is  not  paid.  Formerly,  if  their 
lodging  in,  say,  a  little  annex  to  a  barracks 
,  was  rated  at  £7  a  year,  they  were  allowed 
to  draw  the  balance.  That  is  not  so  under 
the  present  arrangement.    The  question 
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of  traVGlliiig  warrants  is,  1  believe,  imder 
consideration, ^and  I  hopetbat  that  of  the 
£6  lOs.  Od.  allowance  for  work  outside 
regular  duties  will  also  be  considered, 
because  that  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance  to  non-commissioned  officers 
doing  clerical  work. 

I  turn  from  the  permanent  stafi  to  the 
brigade  staff.  The  £50  allowed  to  run 
the  brigade  office  is  a  very  great  grievance 
to  Regular  officers.  They  have  to  pay 
for  a  clerk,  for  office  expenses,  telegrams, 
stationery,  etc.,  and  these  offices  caimot 
be  maintained  for  less  than  £90  or  £100 
a  year,  so  that  the  officers  have  to  make 
up  the  balance.  Economies  in  the  case 
of  other  than  Regular  officers  are  to  be 
deprecated  j  but  it  is  extremely  hard, 
in  the  case  of  a  soldier  who  has  left  his 
rjcgiment  with  the  idea  of  drawing  from 
£100  to  £150  a  year  clear  pay,  that  he 
should  have  to  refund  to  the  Government 
£•40.  Yet  the  Regular  officer  on  half- 
pay  has  to  make  up  the  difference  in  order 
to  enable  the  Government  to  effect  this 
economy.  I  think  this  may  justly  be 
described  as  not  very  generous  conduct. 

The  next  question  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  is  that  of  the  grant  in  respect  of 
horses.  The  Yeomanry  were  promised 
in  your  Lordships'  House  by  Lord 
Portsmouth,  when  he  occupied  the 
position  of  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  that  they  should  draw  £5 
allowance  for  every  horse  in  the  regiment. 
We  still  draw  that  allowance,  but  it  is 
subject  to  certain  reductions.  In  the 
first  place,  the  horse  establishment  has 
been  reduced  by  fifty-three  horses  per 
regiment.  That  does  not  make  for 
efficiency,  since,  during  the  fifteen  or 
sixteen  days  training,  fifty-three  men 
have  to  be  left  in  camp  every  day,  be- 
cause there  are  no  horses  for  them  to 
ride.  Yet  we  were  told  that  the  Terri- 
torial Army  was  to  be  complete  in  every 
part.  If  you  do  not  give  the  men 
sufficient  horses  how  are  you  going  to 
teach  them  to  ride  ?  Under  this  arrange- 
ment '  you  will  always  have  a  large 
number  of  loafers  in  camp  who  have 
nothing  to  do,  and  the  .result  will  be 
that  these  men  will  not  get  sixteen 
days  training.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can 
be  said  that  this  will  add  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Yeomanry.  This  £5  allowance 
per  horso  is  further  subject  to  insurance 
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mcMiey  and  to  veterinazy.  expenan  iir 
curred  during  camps  and  as  a-  veonlt  of 
the  training,  f  .and  ;.aonietiiiies  ihoB 
amounts  are  veij.  heavy.  The  mu 
may  find  that  he  has  lost  olOBt  of  his  £5 
in  veterinary  ezpenaea  getting  his  ham 
back  t&  a  soond  state  of  healtL  I 
certainly  think  <  veterinazy  .  amirtaiirft 
is  a  matter  which  the  State  -ought  to 
pay  for. 

Next,  I  wotdd  Eke  tor  call  attention 
to  the  unforttmate  econotnies  wlack 
have  been  made  in  the  tnuning  kit— I 
mean  in  wagons,  ammtmition  carts, 
water  carts,  saddlery,  and  other  things 
of  that  sort,  which  ought  t6  have  heoi 
long  ago  issued  to  the  Tarions  units.  I 
hear  &om  three  commands  that  there 
is  a  gireat  shortage  in  this  training  lot, 
especially  in  the  direction  of  wagons 
and  harness  for  ambulance,  transpoft 
and  supply,  and  anunonitipn  colnmji 
Under  these  cireumstanceS  it  is  dilBctilt 
to  get  the  full  amount  of  training  out 
of  the  men.  It  is  miite  possiUe  thit 
this  may  not  be  considered  iaii  criticism 
seeing  tiiat  this  is  the  first  year  of  tiie 
new  force ;  but  it  is  essential  that  the 
maximum  amount  of  training  should 
be  got  out  of  the  men  this  year.  A 
sufficient  number  of  Artillery  non-com- 
missioned  officers  are  not  coming  ftnvud 
to  join  the  Territorial  Army,  and  I 
believe  that  to  be  due  to  the  nnfartanite 
reports  which  have  got  about  as  to  the 
docking  of  their  pay.  '  Ihat  may  or 
may  not  be  so,  but  at  all  events  tke 
number  of  training  sergeants  is  not  up 
to  the  establishment,  which  I  think 
eveiTone  will  admit  was  meagre  enoog^ 
at  the  best. 

Another  unfortunate. economy  has  bees 
made  in  the  direction  of  the  docton*  fsMk 
the  sum  of  28.  6d.  for  passing  a  msn  •• 
medically  fit  having  been  reduced  to  la 
The  result  is  that  only  a  certain  muDbcr 
of  doctors  will  examine  the  men,  sal 
therefore  you  have  to  pay  the  fsnsti 
the  men  to  goto  be  examined,  wfaiok  WJ 
cost  more  than  the  money  yon  save.  K 
is  said  that  this  economy  woqld  faail^ 
regular  medical  officers  doing  mon  wk 
than  in  the  past,  but  I  do  not  tfaniklkai 
is  much  in  that.  There  is  only  one  itf^ 
in  a  county;  many  ommtiea  haw* 
depot  at  all,  and  the 
of  the  men  going  to  be 


1617 


Econ&miea  in  the         {8  July  1908} 


TmUoriol  Amy.        16  W 


ia  some  places  to  more  than  is  sav^  bj 
Ae  reduction.  My  noble  friend  Lord 
Harris  proposes  to  call  attention  to  the 
question  of  loss  in  pay  and  allowances, 
and  therefore  I  will  not  touch  upon  that. 

'There  is,  however,  only  one  other 
matter  to  which  I  should  lik^  to  refer — 
the  question  of  mobilisation.  We  have 
not  up  to  now  seen  any  mobilisation  kit ; 
yet  if  the  Territorial  Force  is  to  be 
efficient  it  must  be  able  to  mobilise  at 
once,  otherwise  it  will  be  as  big  a  sham 
as  the  Volunteer  Force  was  in  the  past. 
As  far  as  one  can  see,  no  move  has  yet 
been  made  in  this  direction.  I  am  fully 
aware  that  the  War  Office  has  had  con- 
siderable difficulties  to  contend  with  and 
has  been  compelled  to  issue  a  great  many 
new  regulations  from  time  to  time  to 
meet  them.  But  I  think  we  ought  not 
to  shut  our  eje&  to  the  fact  that  until  we 
have  full  opportunities  for  training  the 
men  and  making  the  mobilisation  arrange- 
ments not  a  sham  but  a  reality,  we  shall 
i^ot  have  taken  any  step  forward  in  the 
line  of  progress. 
» 

Lord  HARRIS,  who  had  given  notice, 
•*  To  call  attention  to  the  serious  loss  in 
pay  and  allowances  suffered  by  Yeomanry 
officers  of  certain  ranks  under  the  Terri- 
torial Army  Regulations,  and  to  various 
changes  in  the  Regulations  as  regards 
Yeomanry  training  and  drill  which  are 
not  likely  to  secure  greater  efficiency," 
said  :  My  Lords,  perhaps  the  noble  Lord 
the  Under-Secretary  would  prefer  that  I 
should  address  my  observations  to  the 
House  now  so  that  he  may  be  able  to 
reply  to  my  noble  friend  and  myself  in 
one  speech.  Although  my  noble  friend 
below  me  acknowledged  that  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  rather  captious  to  criticise 
the  Regulations  of  the  Territorial  Army 
too  closely  in  its  first  year,  some  of  the 
points  to  which  I  propose  to  call  attention 
are  not  affected  by  that  admission. 

I  desire  to  call  your  Ijordships'  atten- 
tion to  the  differences  in  pay  which  have 
been  suffered  by  the  officers  who  have 
transferred  from  the  Yeomanry  to  the 
Territorial  Army.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  gave  an  undertaking  in  another 
place  that  those  who  transferred  from  the 
old  Yeomanry  to  the  Territorial  Force 
would  be  secure  in  their  emoluments.  I 
fuinnot  specify  the  exact  speech  in  which 


that  statement  was  ni^e,  but  I  am  sure 
a  declaration  to  tiiat  effect  t^Ks  made  in 
the  other  House  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Thereof  Ore,  We  were  unde^'the  imprelssion 
that  in  transferring  from  the  Yeomanry 
to  the  Territorial  Army  we  would  not  be 
losers.    The  noble  Lord  may  say,  **  You 
are  free  men,  y6u  had  a  month  in  which 
to  consider  the  n^w  terms,  and,  therefore, 
if  you  have  got  worse  terms  than  you  had 
in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  it  is  your  own 
lookout."    That    is   perfectly  true,   but 
it  is  not  the  practice  of  Yeomanry  officers 
to    study    the    pay    regulations.     They 
were   quite  imder  the   impression   that 
they  would  be  no  sufferers  by  the  transfer. 
I   do   not   pretend  to   say  that   the 
^iifference  in  pay  to  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently draw  the  attention  of  your  Lord- 
ships is  going  to  cause  officers  to  leave 
the  Territorial  Army  or  to  deter  others 
from  taking  up  commissions  ;  but,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
seven  years  the  Yeomanry  had  progressed 
more  satisfactorily  than  any  other  branch 
of  His   Majesty's   Army,   it  is   an  un- 
grateful   return    that    those    gentlemen 
responsible  for  that  improvement  should 
have  a  greater  pecuniary  burden  thrown 
on  their  shoulders  than  when  they  were 
in  their  old  service.     I   do  not   know 
whether  my  figures  are  absolutely  correct. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secretary  will 
Uave  an  opportunity  of  criticising  them, 
but  I  have  taken  every  step,  outside  of 
going  to  the  War  Office,  to  secure  their 
accuracy.    I    calculate    that    a    major 
with  more  than  two  years'  service  will 
lose  19s.  upon  his  fifteen  days'  training, 
and  a  major  with  less  than  two  years' 
service   will  lose   7s.   6d.   and  also  the 
squadron-drill  pay  which  he  has  drawn 
annually  since  the  noble  Viscount  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench,  Viscount  Midle- 
ton,    granted   a    day's     pay    for     two 
day's  squadron  drill,  making  a  total  of 
£1  12s.  6d.     A  captain  loses  Is.  lOJd.  a 
day,  which  with  his  squadron-drill  pay^ 
amounts  to  £2  10s.  ;    a  lieutenant  loses 
£2  15s.  2d.;  a  second  lieutenant, £2 14s.2d, ; 
and  a  veterinary  surgeon—the  hardest 
worked    man,    probably,    in    the    regi- 
ment during  the  fifteen  days'  training — 
loses    something    over    £2    lis.     These 
amounts  may  not  appear  to  your  Lord- 
ships very  serious  ;  but  if  you  apply  thii 
to  the  case  of  a  Regular  officerfyou 
will  find  that  it  amounts,  in  the  case  of  a 
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subaltern,  to  docking  him  of  something 
like  £50  of  his  annual  subaltern's  pay. 

I  have  mentioned  the  abolition  of  the 
squadron-drill  pay.  I  do  not  know  that, 
outside  the  £5  per  horse,  there  was  a  more 
useful  advantage  given  by  my  noble 
friend  below  me  than  squadron-cGriU  pay. 
It  is  difficult,  in  the  case  of  men  resident 
in  towns,  for  them  to  get  to  a  place  where 
squadroi  drill  can  be  carried  out.  The 
regulations  laid  down  that  a  certain 
number  had  to  be  present,  and  it  was 
important  to  get  that  number  in  order  that 
the  men  might  draw  squadron-drill  pay. 
The  men  had  to  hire  in  a  great  many 
cases,  and  they  hired  out  of  the  squadron- 
drill  pay.  The  abolition  of  this  pay 
affects  some  regiments  very  seriously.  I 
know  of  one  regiment  which  assembles 
for  two  or  three  days'  drill  at  Easter. 
It  goes  to  a  town  where  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment is  quartered  ;  it  has  the  adantage  of 
horses  being  lent  to  it,  and  it  uses  the 
squadron-drill  pay  for  the  carriage  of  the 
men  to  and  fro  and  for  their  messing  when 
they  are  there.  The  whole  of  the  cost  in 
the  future,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  will  be 
thrown  either  on  the  men  or  on  the 
officers.  In  the  same  way,  one  of  the 
squadrons  in  my  regiment  assembles  for 
two  days  previous  to  the  training  and 
puts  in  its  squadron  drills  in  that  way. 
It  is  a  squadron  raised  entirely  in  a  large 
town  and  it  has  difficulty  in  doing  squad- 
ron drill  at  any  other  time.  By  means  of 
the  squadron-drill  pay  it  was  enabled  to 
put  in  those  two  days'  drill  at  a  small  cost 
to  the  men.  That  has  now  been  altered, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  place  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  the  men  attending 
the  squadron  drill. 

I  always  understood  that  the  object 
of  the  great  change  that  has  been  made 
— shall  I  be  usinjr  too  strong  a  word  if 
I  s'l y  the  confusion  that  has  been  created  ? 
— and  the  labour  that  has  been  thrown  upon 
a  larjije  numbor  of  civilians,  and,  pre- 
Hinnably,  has  been  thereby  taken  off 
tin*  War  OIHi-e,  was  greater  efficiency. 
As  rejzards  the  Yeoinaurv,  tlie  effort  will 
bo  that  they  will  h)se  one  day's  training 
annually,  and  the  men  will  have  greater 
(lilliculty  than  before  in  fretting  to  the 
nioimted  squadron  drills.  I  endorse 
entirely  what  my  noble  and  callant  friend 
below  me  has  said  as  to  the  training  of 
young    officers.     I    remember    the    old 
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school  at  Aldershot;  Colonel  Oakni 
m  commaAd,  and  Captain  Percy  Barm 
had  charge  of  the  school.  It  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  a  more  thonni^ 
training  than  an  officer  got  at  tbal 
school.  You  had  to  do  eveiytluni 
on  paper ;  you  then  had  to  do  eveiytiiing 
with  rope  drill  in  the  yard ;  and  tiien  yoi 
went  out  in  the  field  on  horseback  and 
did  the  same  thing ;  andif  ayonngoflEos 
was  not  thoroughly  trained,  not  only  to 
lead  a  troop,  but  to  lead  a  squadron— 
and  he  might  be  even  certified  to  be  com- 
petent to  command  a  regiment — it  vat 
absolutely  his  own  fault.  Now  tiut  ii 
all  changed. 

There  were  a  great  many  Teomanrr 
officers  who  preferred  the  idea  of  a  yonsg 
officer  being  sent  to  a  regiment.  I  never 
have  preferred  that,  for  this  resMu. 
The  capacity  of  imparting  your  own 
knowlec^  to  other  people  is  not  given 
to  everyone,  and  it  may  so  happen  thtt 
in  a  regiment  there  is  not  one  squadnm 
leader  who  is  capable  of  imparting  wkst 
he  knows  himself,  and  yet  he  may  be  tlw 
smartest  possible  officer;  whereas  tlw 
officer  at  the  school  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  teaching  during  the  whole 
of  the  year,  and  he  could  not  help  being 
an  efficient  schoolmaster.  I  know  this 
from  my  own  experience.  These  young 
officers  now  come  back  not  nearly  as  wril 
trained  as  the  young  officers  who  wen 
at  the  Yeomanry  schooL  Althou^  at^ 
tached  to  a  regiment  they  are  not  even 
given  a  troop  to  lead  during  the  whok 
course  of  the  month.  How,  therefoie, 
can  they  be  expected,  when  they  retrnn, 
to  be  competent  to  lead  men  who  are  not 
so  well  trained  as  regulars  I  I  hope 
we  shall  see  a  training  squadron  in  evny 
divisional  area,  and  that  at  the  hend 
will  be  an  officer  who  is  oompetsnt  to 
teach.  Otherwise  there  will  be  no  ad- 
vantage in  the  training  squadron  over  tb 
present  system. 

There    is  another   thing. 
it  is  claimed  that  the  new 
are  going  to  produce  greater 
Whereas   under   the   old   legulal 
young  officer  was   compelled  to 
the  school  at  Aldershot  or  to  a  : 
as  the  case  might  be,  within  the 
years  of  his  service,  he   low  need 
until  he  is  within  sight  of  die 
of  a  squadron,  which  may  not 
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or  seven  yean,  and  then  he  need  only  go 
for  a  fortnight.  I  should  imagine  that 
commanding  officers  would  take  care  that 
their  officers  did  go,  but  it  is  not  provided 
by  the  regulations.  So  far  as  the  War 
Office  are  concerned,  they  have  lowered 
the  chance  of  a  young  officer's  being 
properly  trained,  and  that  is  not  likely  to 
conduce  to  greater  efficiency.  I  also 
endorse  what  my  noble  and  gallant  friend 
has  said  regarding  the  allowance  that  was 
given  for  veterinary  expenses  subsequent 
to  training.  I  think  that  to  cut  ofi  the 
veterinary  expenses  after  they  have  been 
given  during  the  last  five  or  six  years  is 
very  harsh.  It  is  often  no  fault  of 
the  man  that  his  horse  is  injured  or  goes 
sick.  I  had  a  number  of  cases  of  siclmess 
last  year.  There  happened  to  be  a 
particularly  cold  snap  the  first  night,  and 
sixteen  or  seventeen  horses  were  laid  up 
with  pneumonia.  I  had  previously  ap- 
plied for  blankets,  but  they  were  refused. 
I  think  it  is  very  hard  that  men  who  put 
in  this  service  should  have  to  pay  veterin- 
ary expenses  out  of  their  own  pocket. 
In  many  speeches  made  in  the  country 
as  to  what  was  going  to  be  done  under 
the  Territorial  Army  scheme,  promises 
were,  I  submit,  given  that  no  man  who 
served  should  suffer  in  pocket,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  something  like  a  breach 
of  that  engagement  has  taken  place. 
The  new  men  will  receive,  I  estimate, 
about  Is.  6d.  a  day  less  than  the  old 
Teomen,  and  I  am  honestly  afraid  that 
when  that  difference  comes  to  be  noticed 
during  next  year's  training  it  will  detract 
from  the  popularity  of  the  Force.  As 
long  as  the  Force  was  properly  treated 
there  was  no  chance  of  its  falling  of!  in 
numbers  or  in  efficiency.  I  hope  that 
in  the  course  of  the  next  year  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  may  be  disposed  to  recon- 
sider the  matter,  and,  if  possible,  grant 
some  concessions  which  will  make  up  for 
what  the  officers  and  men  have  lost. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Lucas)  :  My 
Lords,  I  have  to  thank  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  spoken  for  having  given  me 
notice  of  the  points  which  they  intended 
to  raise,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  deal 
with  them  as  shortly  as  I  can.  First  of 
all,  there  was  the  question  of  the  form  of 
instruction  given  to  young  ofllcers.     AVo 


quite  agree,  to  a  certain  point,  that  the 
instruction  which  was  imparted  to  the 
young  officers  at  Netheravon  was  in 
most  cases  superior  to  that  which  they 
received  when  they  were  attached  to  a 
Regular  regiment,  and  if  the  accommo- 
dation at  Netheravon  were  unlimited 
and  the  training  stafi  available  it  would 
propably  have  conduced  to  higher  effi- 
ciency if  we  had  been  able  to  continue 
the  arrangement.  But  that  was  not 
the  case,  and  now  the  higher  training 
given  to  the  Regular  Cavalry  absorbs  all 
our  resources  there.  We  propose,  how- 
ever, to  form  instructional  classes — not 
necessarily  on  the  lines  of  the  training 
squadron  spoken  of  at  an  earlier  stage 
of  this  scheme — in  each  command  in 
the  country,  which  we  hope  young  officers 
will  be  able  to  attend.  As  to  the  per- 
manent stafi,  that  has  been  dealt  with 
in  a  circular  which  is  shortly  to  be  issued, 
and  which  will  meet  a  good  many  of  the 
points  raised  by  Lord  Lovat. 

With  regard  to  housing,  we  have 
always  regarded  the  £18  as  strictly  a 
lodging  allowance,  and  not  as  a  sum  to 
be  spent  partly  on  lodging  and  partly  as 
a  bonus  to  the  men.  We  feel,  there- 
fore, that,  if  quarters  are  available  in 
which  properly  to  house  the  instructor, 
the  purpose  of  the  lodging  allowance  is 
served,  and  that  he  is  not  entitled  to 
whatever  may  be  left  of  the  £18  over 
the  value  of  the  housing  afforded  him. 
The  sum  of  £6  IQs.  is  what  we  consider  to 
be  the  right  amount  to  be  given  per 
company  under  normal  conditions. 
Should  exceptional  conditions  arise  under 
which  it  is  inevitable  that  the  expenses 
should  be  greater,  we  shall  treat  those 
as  special  cases  and  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  them  and  make  a  larger  grant. 
But,  after  having  gone  very  carefully 
into  the  question,  we  think  that  under 
ordinary  conditions  the  grant  of  £6  lOs. 
per  company  ought  to  be  sufficient. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  the 
brigade  staff.  The  expenses  with  regard 
to  the  brigade  staff  have  steadily 
mounted  up.  First  of  all  the  brigade- 
major  received,  I  think,  £100  and  the 
brigadier  £150,  with  £25  for  office  ex- 
penses. Then  to  that  was  added  the 
£40  travelling  allowance,  and  now, 
under    the    present    scheme,    we    have 
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if  the  noble  Lord  Ioiowb  of  cases 
where  harness  and  wagons  and  equipment 
generally  are  available  and  have  not  been 
served  out  I  hope  he  will  faring  them  bebic 
us,  because  the  thing  we  wish  above  ail 
others  is  to  equip  tibe  Territorial  Army 
as  rapidly  as  possible..  Them  reference 
was  made  to  the  present  piaucity  of  in- 
structors, particolariy  in  the  Artilleiy. 
I  have  said  before  in  this  House,  and  1 
say  it  again,  that  the  provision  of  instmc- 
tors  for  the  Territorial  Field  ArtilleiT 
at  the  present  moment  is  a  matter  of  tht 
utmost  difficulty.  It  is  the  worst  tim* 
in  the  whole  3reai  for  finding  these  men. 
All  our  Regular  Artillery  officers  are  gmng 
out  for  training,  practice  camps,  and  the 
rest  of  it,  and  on  the  work  they  do  will 
depend  their  reports  for  the  year,  which 
are  of  the  greatest  impbrtaiice  to  the 
individuals  concerned.  It  would  be  very 
hard  on  an  officer  commanding  a  batteir 
if  you  asked  him  to  hand  over  to  the 
Territorial  Force  two  or  three'  of  his  best 
non-commissioned  offioers  just  when  he 
was  going:  out  to  practice  camp.  Then- 
fore  I  would  beg  of  the  Territorial  Faroe 
generally  that  they  should  exercise  patiencs 
in  this  matter.  We  ate  going  to  vuffix 
these  men  as  quickly  as  we  possibly,  can, 
but  it  would  be  disaslroiis  il  yon  insisted 
on  their  being  ^nt  at  such  a  time.  It 
would  mortify  the  Regular  Artilkiy, 
and  it  would  not  tend  to  improve  the 
relations  between  theia  and  the  Territorisl 
Field  Artillery.  It  the  Territocal  Artfl- 
lery  will  exercise  patience  we  shalVbe  able 
to  supply  them  with  men  itK  the  long  nn. 
and  it  would  not  be. of  any  advantage  to 
press  the  matter  n6W. 


doubled  the  grant  for  office  expenses, 
and  we  pay  £50  to  the  County  Associa- 
tion for  the  headquarters  of  the  brigade  ; 
this  is  given  as  an  administrative  grant. 
That,  we  think,  ought  to  cover  the 
expenses.  With  all  due  respect  to  what 
Lord  Lovat  has  said,  I  think  it  is  im- 
possible at  this  early  stage  to  say  that 
the  running  of  the  headquarters  of  a 
brigade  is  going  to  cost  £90  or  £100.  We 
cannot  see  that  there  is  anything  in  this 
scheme  which  is  going  so  largely  to 
increase  the  work  of  the  brigadier  and  the 
brigade-major  that  it  will  not  be  ade- 
quately covered  by  doubling,  as  we  have 
A  me,  the  grant  for  office  expenses.  In 
all  these  things  we  are  at  the  present 
moment  more  or  less  in  the  dark,  and  if, 
in  time  to  come,  it  is  found  that  this  is 
inadequate,  and  that  the  expenses  are 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  grant,  that 
would  be  a  fair  case  to  bring  up,  and  we 
should  be  glad  to  consider  it  on  its  merits. 

With  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
horses  in  the  Yeomanry,  what  is  taken 
into  account  is  that  you  must  have  a 
certain  nimiber  of  men  whose  duties  will 
confine  them  to  camp,  and  who  will  not 
have  a  chance  of  going  out  with  the 
regiment.  Therefore  there  is  no  need  to 
mount  them.  I  think  the  Yeomanry 
are  to  have  eight  dismounted  men  per 
squadron.  A  Regular  Cavalry  regiment 
has,  I  think,  twelve  dismounted  men  per 
squadron,  and  the  war  establishment  of 
the  old  Yeomanry  was  ten  dismounted 
men  per  squadron.  I  know  that  in  a 
Yeomanry  regiment  you  are  bound  to  have 
a  ((^rtain  numl>er  of  casualties  among  the 
hordes,  and  that  it  is  very  useful  to  have 
spare  horses  on  which  to  mount  the  men. 
.  That  raises  the  very  big  question  of 
whether  you  arc  to  take  what  amounts 
to  a  reserve  of  horses  to  camp,  and  that  is 
a  (juostion  which  must  be  considered  on 
is  merits.  It  is  impossible  to  turn  out  ! 
t'le  whole  of  the  strength  you  take  to  | 
cimp,  even  if  you  have  horses  for  them,  ! 
and  I  do  not  see  that  you  require  horses  for  Ja*^ 
men  who  cannot,  in  any  circumstances, 
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As  to  the  doctor^  lees,.ci  gimnt  Mlnsdt 
of  Is.  for  every  recnuC  who  is 
A  considerable  percentage  of  the  : 
have  been  exandine^-  either  .  by  .A> 
regimental  doctor  oar  by  some  pnUr 
spirited  and  ;patnotic  .locH^.pi9«|jti«l« 
who  has  done  the  work  for  nothing.  Tt  j 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  in  visvif  j 
extremely  generons  and  piU*'} 
spirited  way  in  which  the  whole  : 


a  very  big  and  difficult  work.     We  have 
done  our  best  to  get  it  out  in  time,  but 
Lord  Lucas. 


ations  will  draw  th« 
whether    he    has    be 
or  not,  and  we  hope  t 
them  to  meet  thoqe  \ 
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of  28.  6d.  has  to  be  paid.  I  do  not  think 
that  in  all  caaes  you  will  have  to  pay  as 
much  as  2s.  6d.  It  was  stated  at  a 
meeting  which  Lord  Lovat  and  I  attended 
to-day  that  in  one  county — and  it  was  a 
Scottish  county — the  doctors  did  the 
work  for  Is. 

As  to  mobilisation,  we  are  working  out 
the  general  mobilisation  requirements  and 
we  are  trying  to  meet  them  with  the 
equipment  that  we  have.  The  work  is 
not  as  yet  in  an  advanced  stage.  The 
officials  at  the  War  Office  have  worked 
in  a  splendid  way,  but  our  time  has  been 
taken  up  in  meeting  immediate  require- 
ments. But  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  the  mobilisation  requirements  are 
by  no  means  forgotten,  and  that  it  is  otir 
intention  to  work  them  out  in  full  and  to 
have  the  equipment  ready  as  soon  as 
possible.  As  to  pay,  to  which  Lord 
Harris  referred,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
the  pledges  that  were  given  as  regards  the 
Yeomanry  being  allowed  to  continue  at 
their  own  rates  of  pay  until  the  end  of 
their  term  applied  to  the  men  but  not  to 
the  officers.  The  officers  did  not  join 
for  a  definite  term  as  the  men  did.  I 
have  the  figures  here  as  to  the  actual 
pay  of  the  officers,  but  they  are  in  a 
slightly  different  form  from  that  given  by 
Lord  Harris,  and  I  could  not  check  his 
figures.  Under  the  previous  scheme  the 
officer  had  to  pay  for  the  forage  of  his 
horse,  but  now  the  forage  is  found  for  him. 


Territorial  Army. 


♦Lord  HARRIS  : 
ance. 


I  made  that  allow- 


LoRD  LUCAS  :  In  that  case  I  think 
our  figures  differ.  Under  the  old  scheme 
a  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  drew, 
in  pay  and  allowances,  31s*  6d. ;  at  the 
present  time  he  draws  348.  fid.  That  is 
a  clear  gain  of  3s.  Besides  that,  you  have 
to  take  into  account  the  foraging  of  his 
horse,  which  we  put  down  at  Is.  4d. 

♦Lord  HARRIS :  I  did  not  mention 
the  colonel  at  all. 

Lord  LUCAS:  The  noble  Lord 
exercised  a  wise  discretion  in  leaving 
him  out. 

♦Lord  HARRIS  :  I  dealt  with  those 
officers  who  have  suffered  loss. 
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Lord  LUCAS :  A  major  under  the 
old  scheme  received  25s. ;  he  will  now 
receive  248.  6d.,  the  forage  for  the  horse 
being  equivalent  to  Is.  Id.  The  major 
second  in  command,  received  26s.  under 
the  old  scheme  ;  he  now  receives  25s.  6d. ; 
the  ordinary  major  now  receives  24s., 
as  against  25s.  under  the  old  scheme. 
The  captain  will  receive  21s.  1^.,  as 
against  23s. ;  the  heutenant  15s.  2d., 
as  against  17s.  8d. ;  and  the  second 
lieutenant  14s.  2d.,  as  against  16s.  8d. 
But,  of  course,  there  must  be  added  to 
what  they  now  receive  the  forage  for 
the  horse,  which  is  equivalent  to  Is.  4d. 
We  admit  that  there  is  here  a  certain 
amount  of  modification  in  the  pay  of 
the  lower  ranks  of  officers,  but,  on  the 
whole,  in  the  future  they  will  come  out 
the  gainers,  for  the  reason  that  in  future 
all  new  officers  will  draw  £20  outfit 
allowance  and  be  provided  with  saddlery. 


How   about   the 


♦Lord   HARRIS: 
veterinary  officer  ? 

Lord  LUCAS  :  I  am  sorry  I  have  not 
got  the  figures  with  regard  to  the  veter- 
inary officer. 

A  NOBLE  LORD  :  A  wise  discretion 
on  the  part  of  the  Under-Secretary. 

Lord  LUCAS  :  Then  I  come  to  the 
question  of  squadron-drill  pay.  I  am 
sure  all  noble  Lords  will  agree  with 
what  has  been  said  as  to  the  admirable 
and  efficient  body  represented  by  the 
Yeomanry  Force,  and  as  to  their  value 
in  our  military  scheme.  But  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  Yeomanry 
have  enjoyed  exceptional  advantages 
in  respect  of  pay  for  squadron  drill. 
When  the  Yeomanry  and  the  Volunteers 
are  now  members  of  one  and  the  same 
Force,  it  is  obviously  difficult  to  con- 
tinue these  exceptional  advantages  in 
the  matter  of  pay,  which  are  not  given 
to  their  comrades  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  Force.  Pay  for  drill  has  never 
been  given  to  the  Volunteers ;  it  has 
been  confined  to  the  training  camp 
period ;  and  I  have  heard  no  over- 
whelming argument  to  show  that  the 
Yeomanry  should  be  placed  in  a  different 
position  from  the  Volunteers. 

♦Lord  HARRIS  :  The  Volunteers  have 
not  had  to  find  horses. 

3  L 


1627 


Economies  in  the 


<  LORDS} 


Territorial  Army. 


Lord  LUCAS  :  The  men  who  bring 
their  own  horses  to  camp  and  draw  the 
£5  can  bring  their  own  horses  to  the 
drill.  Those  who  hire  horses  can  arrange 
that  the  £5  they  pay  will  cover  the  hire 
for  drill ;  and  if  there  are  any  men  not 
included  in  this  you  have  £150  per 
squadron  for  horse-hire  which  ought  to  be 
sufficient.  vL  : 

*LoRD  HARRIS  :  We  had  that  before. 

Lord  LUCAS:  The  General  Officer 
Commanding  can,  if  he  thinks  it  will 
conduce  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  the 
Yeomanry,  pay  for  extra  days  training. 
Finally,  as  regards  the  training  of  young 
officers,  we  do  not  lay  down  any  longer 
the  rule  that  they  must  carry  out  their 
instructional  course  during  the  first  two 
years  after  joining  the  regiment.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  do  not  propose  to  give  way 
in  respect  of  the  efficiency  to  be  exacted. 
All  actually  higher  standard  is  set  than 
has  been  the  case  when  it  comes  to  be  a 
question  of  promotion.  At  the  same 
time,  'a  greater  amount  of  elasticity  is 
allowed  through  not  confining  the  in- 
struction to  the  first  two  years  after 
joining  the  regiment.  Some  of  the 
keenest  and  best  officers  have  found  it 
impossible  in  the  first  two  years  to  go 
through  their  instructional  course.  I 
think  I  have  now  answered  all  the  points 
raised. 

ViscouxT  MIDLETON:  Can  the 
noble  Lord  tell  us  what  the  net  saving  is 
on  the  whole  cost  of  the  Yeomanry  by 
these  changes  of  pay  and  allowances  ? 

Lord  LUCAS  :     I  cannot  carry  those 
figures  in  my  head ;  but  I  can  say  that ' 
the   whole   of   the   Territorial   Force   is 
estimated  to  cost  £500,000  more  than  the 
Yeomanry  and  Volunteers  cost  before. 

Viscoi'XT  MIDLETON  :  I  think  that 
generalisation  is  rather  an  unfortunate 
one,  because  it  does  not  tend  to  reassure 
us.  Your  Lordships  are  quite  aware  that 
up  to  the  time  of  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Yoonianrv  there  was  great  difficulty  in 
tillini:  the  ranks  of  both  men  and  officers. 
That  was  overcome,  and  for  some  years 
there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  filling  the 
ranks,  and  the  certificates  of  efficiency 
given  by  the  inspecting  officer  were,  as  I 


know,  having  seen  most  of  then 

lutely  convincing  as   to   the  ad' 

of  the  change.     But  now  the  nob 

has  given  us,  in  reply  to  my  noble 

a  long  list  of  the  adjustments  an< 

fications  in  the   pay   and  allowa 

officers,  and  he  has  been  warned  1 

noble   Lords    that    the    effect   o 

changes  has  not  been  at  all  advan 

to  either  the  officers  or  the  men 

Force.    I  do  not  wish  to  enter, 

occasion  certainly,  into  the  who! 

tion  of  the  advisability  of  what  h 

done  with  regard  to  the  Territorial 

but  I  urge  the  noble  Lord  not  1 

the  establishment  of  some  fancied f 

between  the  Yeomanry  and  the  Te: 

Infantry  and  Volunteers  to  lead 

make    just    those    changes    whi( 

impair  efficiency  and  prevent  our 

ing  the  same  class  of  men  and  tb 

number  of  officers  as  before.    'W 

almost  everything   connected  wi 

Army  in  the  melting-pot  at  the  ; 

moment.    The  one  Force  in  conj 

with  which  nothing  could  be  said  \ 

Yeomanry,  which  was  full  of  mi 

had  its  full  complement  of  officers. 

exception,  if  I  may  venture  to  do 

the  noble    Lord's    toney    estabiisl 

reason  for  this  and  that ;  the  m&ii 

is  that  the  noble  Lord  cannot  sho' 

there    is    substantial     economy. 

might  be  something  to  be  said  i 

reduction  if  the  money  must  be  a 

in  other  quarters.     If  these  modific 

should  tend  to  a  considerable  chai 

the  present  highly  useful  condition 

Yeomanry  Force,  then  I  think  n 

will  regret  it  more  than  those  wi 

i  responsible  on  the  front  bench.     ' 

■  fore,  I  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  z 

'  allow  this  discussion  to  terminate 

mind  with  what  has  been  said  to-dsi 

not  to  allow  a  fancied  OQnsisteu 

stand  in  the  way  of  leaving  matten  i 

they  were  if  a  change  is  not  desrij  & 

public  advantage. 

Lord  LOVAT  :  My  Lonb,  I  h 
Motion  down  to  move  for  Pip«a^ 
as  this  is  only  a  preUminaiy  fiit  ef 
economies  which  have  been  dUi 
do  not  propose  i  move  finr  Rftf 
the  present  time.  But  I  wodd  B» 
call  attention  to  two  ioqpoitaifttii 
sions  which  havB  been  aade  t^flp 
Lucas — ^first,  '  htb  tBufaffWll! 
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lias  been  very  short  of  permanent  staff ; 
and,  secondly,  that  there  has  been  a 
Mortage  of  materieL  The  training, 
therefore,  cannot  have  been  so  good  as 
it  might  have  been  in  a  normal  year.  I 
liope  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  will  bear 
*this  in  mind,  and  that  arrangements  will 
1)6  made  for  winter  classes  this  year. 

•Lord  HAERIS  :  Perhaps  the  noble 
Xiord  will  allow  me  to  ask  a  Question 
arising  out  of  the  Answer  he  has  just 
j^ven.  He  stated  that,  whatever  state- 
ments were  made  with  regard  to  their 
'being  no  loss  of  pay  on  transfer  to  the 
TTerritorial  Army,  those  statements  were 
never  meant  to  apply  to  officers.  There- 
iore,  the  noble  Lord  admits  that  a 
-promise  was  made  to  the  men.  How, 
then,  does  he  excuse  the  withdrawal  of 
4lie   squadron-drill   pay  ? 

Lord  LUCAS  :  We  have  never  con- 
sidered the  squadron  drill  as  part  of  the 
training.  What  we  said  was  that  the 
-men  who  did  transfer  should  continue 
their  presert  rate  of  pay  during  the 
•training  period  and  until  the  erd  of 
4heir  term  of  service,  and  that  has  been 
<iarried  out. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
past  Seven  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half- past  Ten 
o'clock. 


BOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Sth  July,  1908. 

The  Hou^e  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


V  Ards  Railways  Bill  (changed  from 
"•*  Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill  "). — 
.iAii  amended,  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
.^■md  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
3Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — (The 
•^Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 


Kind's    Consent    signified. — Bill]^read 
le  third  time,  and  passed. 


Holdemess  Water  Bill. — ^As  amended, 
considered. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The 
ChaiHnan  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bang's  Consent  signified. — Bill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Rochester  Bridge  Bill  pLords], — ^As 
amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the 
third  time.  \  , 

Leith  Burgh  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Galashiels  Drainage  and  Burgh  Ex- 
tension Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Con- 
sidered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
upon  Friday. 

Wye  Fisheries  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That    they    have    agreed    to : — Garw 
and   Ogmore   (Jas   Bill ;      Swinton   and 
Mexbrough  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  in- 
tituled, **  An  Act  to  dispense  with  the 
attendance  of  jurors  at  Assizes  and 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  with  the  holding 
of  Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions  in 
certain  cases,  and  to  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  dates  at  which  Quarter 
Sessions  are  to  be  held."  [Assizes  and 
Quarter  Sessions  Bill  [Lords.] 


PETITIONS. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition    from    Glasgow,    in    favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Thombury ; 
and  North  Bradley ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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Petition  from  Gunnersbury,  for  altera- 
tion ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table.  * 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Ashford ; 
Bryn  Newydd  and  other  places  ;  Green- 
field ;  Hetton  Downs ;  Houghton  le 
Spring  ;  Liverpool ;  Newport  (Mon.) ; 
Painscastle ;  Waterloo ;  and  Willesden 
Green  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Govan,  for   alteration; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE   OF   INTOXICATLVG   LIQUORS   ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wainfleet,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

WHISKEY  AND  OTHER  POTABLE 
SPIRITS  (ROYAL  (COMMISSION.) 

(^opy  presented,  of  Interim  Report  of 
th(^  (\>nimi88ioiiers  appointed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  certain  matters 
connected  with  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  Whiskey  and  other  Potable  Spirits, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence-  [by  Com- 
niandj  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

KXPi.OSIONS   (BENWELL   AND   WHITE- 
HAVEN  COLLIERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, edited  by  R.  A.  S.  Redma3me,  His 
Majesty's  Chief  Inftpector  of  Mines,  on 
the  Explosions  which  occurred  at  the 
Hen  well  Colliery  on  19th  March,  1907, 
and  the  Whitehaven  Colliery  on  26th 
November,  19()7  [by  Command];  to  lie 
u])on  the  Table. 

EXPLOSIONS    (WASHINOTON  "GLEBE" 
COLLIERY). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment l)y  .1.  ft.  Atkinson,  esquire,  M.Sc, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Mines, 
on  the  circumstances  attending  an  Ex- 
plosion which  occurred  at  Washington 
^Milebe^'  Colliery,  on  2()th  February, 
11H)8  [bv  CommandJ:  to  lie  upon  the 
Table.    '  ^ 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Co])y  i>resented,  of  Regulations  for  the 
Training     of     Teachers     for     Secondary 


Schools  [by  CommAnd]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Scheme  for  a  new 
Teachers'  Registraticm  Council  proposed 
to  the  Board  of  Education  by  the  Bepie- 
sentatives  of  certain  Edoeational  aW 
ciatiooa  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Pio^ 
gress  of'  the  Ordnance  Survey  to  Slst 
March,  1908  [by  Conmiand] ;  to  lie  npoa 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nob. 
4057  and  4058  [by  Command] ;    to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House. 

Inquiries  into  Charities  (County  of 
London). — Further  Return  relative  there- 
to [ordered  2nd  August,  18d4;  Jfr. 
Francis  Stevenson] ;  to  be  printed.  [No. 
218.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Police  Ccnmleiceiit  Homo  at  Bri^ttm. 
Mr.  cooper  (Southwark,  BermoDd- 
sey) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  it  is 
necessary  for  a  Metropolitan  police 
constable  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  a 
police  surgeon  to  enter  the  police  eon- 
valescent  home  at  Brighton  as  a  dob' 
paying  patient ;  whether  the  inspector 
in  charge  of  the  sub-diviaion  has  tk 
authority  to  inform  the  surgeon  tfat 
such  a  recommendation  will  not  be  eato^  j 
tained  ;  and,  if  not,  what  is  the  ccmstibiB^  j 
remedy. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  SeoreUnry  fftwlgm]\ 
Any  constable,  when  on  leave,  may  criv] 
the  convalescent  home  at  Brigbtoaarif 
remain  there  at  his  own  expense,  h^hl 
can  only  go  there  as  a  sick  man  ^^ 
cost  to  himself  on  the  zecommenditittd 
the  divisional  surgeon,  xatifisd  bf  i 
surgeon.  The  sub-divisional 
has  not  power  to  grant  or 
leave. 


1633  Questions.  {S  July  1903} 

Seating  Aoeommodation  in  Motor  Cabs. 
Mr.  cooper  :    To  ask  the  Secretary 
"of    State    for    the    Home     Department 
whether 
driver's 


Questions. 


1634 


ing,     caps,     etc.,     for     Ireland ;     and 

whether  he  will  reconsider  the  matter 

of  separate  contracts  for  Irish  require- 

the    hinged    seat    behind    the '  ments   in    such    articles    as    waterproof 

seat    in    motor-cabs    conforms  I  clothing,  bicycles,  boots,  tools,  or  cause  a 

with  the  regulations  as  to  seating  in  four-  i  Departmental  inquiry  to  be  held  into  the 


whole  subject. 

{Answered    by    Mr,    Sydney    Busion.) 
Separate  tailoring  and  head-dress  con- 
are 
go 


wheeled  cabs  required  by  the  Metropolitan 
Police ;  whether  he  has  consented  to  a 

different  width  of  seating  in  motor  cabs _^_^  ^^ 

irom  that  required  in  four-wheeled  cabs  ;  j  tracts"  for   Irish  ''Post^  Office    staff 
and,  if  not,  by  whose  authority  has  this    arranged.     'Rie    tailoring    contracts 
regulation  been  altered.  j  to    Irish    firms,    the    head-dress    pncea 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,)  |  quoted  by  Irish  firms  are  usually  pro- 
The  regulations  do  not  lay  down  specific  !  hibitive.  Separate  boot  contracts  for 
•dimensions  for  seating  accommodation  j  Ireland  were  formerly  placed,  but  the 
in  four-wheeled  horse  cabs.  In  those  i  plan  was  discontinued  because  the  prices 
motor  cabs  which  are  licensed  to  carry  i  quoted  by  the  few  Irish  firms  that  com- 
two  persons  the  hinged  seat  behind  the  peted  were  very  high.  Irish  firms  can 
•driver  is  merely  an  emergency  seat  and  I  compete  for  the  general  supply,  and,  if  a 
does  not  conflict  with  any  regulations  as  |  reasonable  tender  were  received,  I  should 
"to  construction.  |  not  object  to  delivery  in  Dublin.     Irish 

I  tenders  for  waterproofs  have  been  at 
prohibitive  prices,  I  know  of  no  tool- 
makers   in    Ireland,    and   of    only    one 


Franeo-British  Exhibition  and  the       I 
Cab  Radius.  | 

Mr.  COOPER  :     To  ask  the  Secretary  |  bicycle-making  firm  on  any  considerable 
•of    btate    for    the    Home    Department         -        —       - 
whether   the    Franco- British    Exhibition  I 
18    outside    the    London    four-mile    cab  I 
Tadius ;   whether  he   is  aware  that  the  | 
7)olice  refuse  to  allow  hansom  and  four- 


wheeled   cab-drivers   to   take    up    fares 
•outside  the   exhibition    unless  they   are 
showing   a   board   stating   they   do   not 
•charge  the   Is.   mileage  allowed   by  the  ' 
Home    Secretary's    Order ;    whether    he  | 
lias  issued  any  fresh  order  dealing  with  i 
"fares  from  this  exhibition ;  and,  if  not,  j 
l)y  whose  authority  has  this  regulation  j 
been  forced  upon  the  hansom  and  four- 
wheeled  cabmen.  ' 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone.)  i 
The  exhibition  is  outside  the  four-mile  I 
ladius.  No  order  dealing  with  fares  from  | 
this  exhibition  has  been  made,  nor  indeed, 
in  view  of  the  statutory  provision  as  to  ' 
the  radius,  could  any  such  order  be  made  i 
for  other  than  taximeter  cabs.  It  is  not  i 
the  case  that  the  police  refuse  to  allow  ' 
liansom  and  four-wheeled  cabs  to  take  up  i 
fares  unless  they  exhibit  such  a  notice  as  i 
is  mentioned  in  the  Question. 

Irish  Firms  and  Post  Office  Stores 
Contracts. 

Mr.  j.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.):  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
is  aware  that  his  predecessors  authorised 
Beparate  contracts   for  uniforms,    cloth- 


scale.  The  latter  does  not  reply  to 
invitations  to  tender.  This  Department 
would  of  course  be  glad  to  hear  of  any 
competent  firms  in  Ireland,  and  possibly 
something  in  this  direction  will  result 
from  the  arrangement  that  has  just  been 
made  with  the  Dublin  Industrial  Develop- 
ment Association. 

Isle  of  Lewis  Farms. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
8tate  the  names  of  the  various  farms  in 
the  Island  of  Lewis,  the  acreage  of  each 
such  farm,  and  the  date  on  which  in  each 
case  the  lease  expires  ;  and,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  have  created  only  thirty-two 
crofter  holdings  in  the  island  since  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  Act  of  1897 
came  into  force,  will  the  Board  make 
efforts  to  induce  the  proprietor  to  break 
up  some  of  these  farms  and  assist  in  the 
creation  of  new  holding?,  especially  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  on  31st  March  last  the 
Board  had  a  balance  of  £40,000,  a  sum 
which  will  be  augmented  this  year  by* 
£35,000. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Sinclair,)  I  am'able, 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  proprietor,  to  give 
my  hon.  friend  the  information  he 
desires  as  follows — 


F«niif  in  the  Levii  jjokjm^ 

MelViSt         .        .        .        -  &0  6 

Holm 13i'  0 

Bv>iM;vfi*W    -        •        .        .  CO  0 

Gomtim         .        -        .        .  ii5  0 

itsuior 17^  0 

I^axdjde         ....  40  0 

long 3^  0 

Coll 60  0 

Grenft  farm  and  mill       -        -  131  0 

North  TokU         -        -        -  60  0 

Banae  Parish : 

South  OaU^in         -        -        -  235  0 

Dell  landi»  and  mill        -        -  '  68  0 

DaU>eg 50  0 

Uig  I'arish  : 

Mealwta        -        -        -        -  85  0 

Mangersta    -        -        -        -  70  0 

Arriroil          -                 -        -  150  0 

Tirnifgary     -        -        -        -  '  45  0 

Reef 76  10 

Garvnahine  Hotel  lands  and  ' 

fiiihingH      -        -        -        -  ;  90  0 

i 

Croir I  40  0 

I 

Linfihader      -        -        -        -  j  50  0 

l/ocha  Parigh : 

Arniflh |  35  0 

Crobeg '  110  0 

ValtoB I  30  0 


K! 


^banre  £M: 


Ejobul 


Asm. 

215 

1^ 
IM 
300 

58 

360 
2,227 
4,228 
2,353 

6,175 

160 

1,930 

5,440 
1,920 
9,500 
5,096 
600 

1,000 

520 

10,800 

2,606 

4,908 

580 


_  ,1HL 

1*17. 
1*1*. 

Wlu^&aMbT.  1»1S. 

WUtrSoBAlJ,  l»3u 

Xol 


No 


WhitrSnndaj,  191fL 
1911- 
1910. 

MartiimiM.  1911. 
WbitSiuidmj,  1919. 
Martinmas,  1915. 

WhitrSunday,  1917. 
Nol 
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The  Congested  Districts  Board  will  be  glad 
to  co-operate  with  the  proprietor  in 
making  new  small  holdings  in  suitable 
areas. 

Eeformatory  Beturns. 
Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  the  records  of  person 
convicted  of  crime  or  committed  to  re- 
formatories are  kept  in  such  a  way  as  to 
enable  a  Return  to  be  prepared  showing 
in  what  class  of  school  such  persons  re- 
ceived their  education,  if  any, ;  whether 
Buch  information  is  available  for  a  period 
of  years  in  any  tabulated  form  ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  he  would  cause  such  Return 
to  be  prepared. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
The  information  which  my  hon.  friend 
desires  is  not  available,  and  I  fear  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  attempt  to  obtain  it. 
I  imderstand,  however,  that  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Feeble- 
minded will  contain  some  information 
as  to  the  after  school  life  of  '*  special 
school "  children. 

Arrears  of  Tenant-Parehaaers'  Annuities. 

Mr.   WILLL4M  O'BRIEN   (Cork): 

To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  figures 
as  to  arrears  of  tenaAt-purchasers'  annui- 
ties imder  the  Purchase  Act  of  1903  and 
the  previous  purchase  Acts  cannot  be 
procured  without  difficulty  by  the^ 
Estates  Commissioners ;  is  it  a  fact  that 
the  arrears  under  all  the  Acts  are  incon- 
siderable and  that  they  are  even  less 
imder  the  Act  of  1903  than  under  the 
previous  Acts;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  forthcoming  measure  to  provide 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  £40,000,000 
worth  of  land  now  outstanding,  he  will 
publish  these  figures  without  delay,  as 
the  best  proof  that  advances  under  this 
Act  are  not  attended  with  any  loss  or 
danger  to  the  Imperial  taxpayer. 

{Ansicered  by  Mr,  Cherry,)  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  total  number  of 
payers  and  amount  collectible  for  year 
ending  1st  November,  1907  (gale  days 
under  Nos.  1  and  2),  and  1st  December, 
1907  (gale  day  under  No.  3),  of  land 
purchase  annuitants  to  whom  advances 
were  made  under :  (1)  Purchase  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  1885  to  1888 ;  (2) 
Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  1891 
to  1896 ;  and  (3)  Irish  Land  Act,  1903, 
together  with  the  number  and  amount 
in  arrear  on  31st  March,  1908  and  on 
Ist  July,  19C8— 


Total 

number  of 

payers. 

Amoant 
coUectible. 

Number  of  payers  and  amuant  in  arrear. 

Acta. 

On  3l8t 

March, 

1908. 

Amoant. 

On 

Ut  Jnly, 

1908. 

Amount. 

(1)  1885-8     - 

(2)  1891-6     - 

(3)  1903 

25,382 
46,857 
44,773 

£ 
369,190 

517,943 

561,858 

1,206 

1,213 

998 

£ 
10,945 

10,350 

9,176 

334 
374 
305 

£ 
2,900 

3,920 

2,312 

Totals     -      116,992 

1,448,991 

3,417 

30,471 

1,013 

9,132 

iSTote.— No.  (1)  Of  the  £10,945  due 
3l8t  March,  1908,  £1,173  was  due  by 
120  payers  who  owed  more  than  one 
instahnent.  No.  (2)  Of  the  £10,360  due 
31st  March,   1908,  £2,813  was  due  by 


206  payers  who  owed  more  than  one 
instahnent.  No.  (3)  Of  the  £9,176  due 
31st  March,  1908,  £1,266  was  duejjby 
72  payers  who  owed  more  than  one 
instalment. 
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Disposal  of  Discarded  Senriee  Weapons. 

Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Brussels  Conference 
will  consider  the  possibility  of  an  ar- 
rangement being  arrived  at  between 
friendly  Powers  that  service  weapons 
which  are  discarded  shall  not  be  dis- 
posed of  to  the  manifest  detriment  of 
any  friendly  Power. 

(Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Orey.)  The  Conference  now  sitting  at 
Brussels  has  for  its  object  the  framing 
of  regulations  more  stringent  than  those 
provided  for  by  the  Brussels  Act  to 
restrict  the  import  of  arms  into  Africa. 
Such  an  arrangement  as  the  hon.  Member 
suggests  would  hardly  come  within  the 
scope  of  the   Conference. 

Loch  Sween  Oyster  Fishery. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
what  is  the  area  at  Loch  Sween  in  respect 
of  which  a  monopoly  of  oyster  and 
mussel  fishery  was  created  by  the  oyster 
»nd  Mussel  Fisheries  (Loch  Sween) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1891 ;  what 
rent  has  been  paid  by  the  persons  who 
obtained  that  monopoly;  and  what 
sums  have  been  expended  by  them  on 
laying  down  spat  or  young  oysters,  or 
otherwise  improving  the  oyster  and 
mussel  beds,  during  the  seventeen  years 
that  they  have  had  that  monopoly. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  The  area 
included  in  the  Loch  Sween  Order 
represents  4,162  acres.  The  rent  since 
1901  has  been  £12  per  annum.  I  am 
informed  that  the  estimated  total  outlay 
by  the  lessees  has  exceeded  £1,800, 
and  so  far  they  have  received  no  return 
for  this  outlay. 

West  Loch  Tarbert  Oyster  Fishery. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  .    To  ask  the 

Secretary  for  Scotland  what  is  the 
area  at  West  Loch  Tarbert  in  respect 
of  which  a  monopoly  of  oyster  and 
mussel  fishery  was  created  by  the  Oyster 
and  Mussel  Fisheries  (West  Loch  Tarbert) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1888;  what 
rent  has  been  paid  by  the  persons  who 
obtained    that    monopoly;     and    what 


sums  have  been  expended  by  tiiem  on 
lapng  down  spat  or  young  ojnsten,  or 
otherwise  improving  the  oyster  and  mus- 
sel beds,  during  the  twenty  years  thst 
they  have  had  that  monopoly. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Sinelair.)  Thie  *aies 
granted  by  the  West  Loch  Tarbert  Order 
amounted  to  498  imperial  acres.  The 
rent  paid  for  the  last  ten  years  has 
amounted  to  £10,  and  the  annual  rent 
previously  was  £5.  The  total  sum 
paid  for  laying  down  oysters,  ete.,  during 
the  whole  period  has  been  £2,300. 

Aberdonr— Bnoclengh  Fisheries. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITB  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  with  reference  to 
both  the  Aberdonr  Fishery  Order,  1870, 
and  the  Buccleiigh  Fishery  Or&r,  1870, 
respectively,  which  were  confirmed  by 
the  Oj^ter  and  Mussel  Fisheries  Con- 
firmation Act,  1870,  what  is  the  sp* 
proximate  area  over  which  the  monopoly 
of  mussel  fishing  is  given  to  the  under- 
takers ;  what  rent  they  have  paid ; 
and  what  sums  have  been  expended  by 
them  in  laying  down  spat  or  young 
mussels  or  otherwise  improving  the 
mussel  beds  during  the  thirty-eigfat 
years  that  they  have  had  that  monopoly. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  in  reply 
to  the  question  as  regards  the  Bucden^ 
Fishery  Order,  1870,  the  approximate 
area  included  under  the  Order  wss 
5,403  acres.  No  rent  was  asked  by  the 
Crown  and  no  outlay  has  been  made. 
The  intention  of  the  Order  was  te-pietect  - 
the  oyster  beds,  which  were  being 
depleted;  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
has  not  had  the  desired  effect.  So 
far  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  in- 
formation with  reference  to  the  Aberdonr 
Fishery  Order;  but  I  .am  wi^lriiig 
inquiries. 


Exdusive  Oyster  and  i 

Bights  in  Scottish  Wateti. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  :  To  ask  He" 
Secretary  for  Scotland  what  Futhery 
Orders  have  been  made  under  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Act,  1868,  creating  seyenl 
and  exclusive  rights  of  oyster  or  mnsssl 
fishery  in  Scottish  waters,  and  ivUeh  of 
them  are  still  in  force.  .  .^ 
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Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  Orders  made  are 
.as  follows  : — ♦  (1)  Donibristle  Oyster 
Piriiery  Order,  1869 ;  ♦  (2)  Holy  Loch 
Oyster  and  Mussel  Order,  1869  ;  (3)  Aber- 
<rour  (Fife)  Mussel  Order,  1870;  (4) 
Buccleugh  Mussel  Order,  1870 ;  *  (5)  Mid- 
Forth  Oyster  and  Mussel  Order,  1870; 
*  (6)  Edinburgh  Oyster  and  Mussel  Order, 
1870 ;  *  (7)  Greshemish  Oyster  and 
Mufisel  Order,  1872 ;  (8)  West  Loch 
Tarbert  Oyster  and  Mussel  Order,  1887 ; 
<9)  Loch  Sween  Oyster  and  Mussel 
-Order,  1891 ;  (10)  Loch  Creran  Oyster 
and  Mussel  Order,  1891 ;  *  (11)  Cockenzie 
JCii88elOrderfl894. 

SeottUh  Farmers'  Co-operative  Societies. 
Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College):  To 
aak  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he 
will  state  how  much  was  spent  in  1907 
by  the  Grovernment  in  Scotland  in 
Eorthering  the  principle  of  co-operation 
^mong  farmers,  and  how  many  farmers' 
so-operative  societies  now  exist  there. 

-  (Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.)  My 
ight  hoTu  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply 
,o  this  Question.  No  grants  have  been 
nade  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose 
\o  which  my  hon.  friend  refers.  The 
Soard  have  no  information  as  to  the 
lumber  of  agricultural  co-operative 
societies  in  Scotland  beyond  that  con- 
tained in  the  Report  for  1907  of  the 
Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  So- 
dety,  from  which  it  appears  that  seven- 
teen societies  of  that  nature  have  been 
rormed  and  affiliated  to  the  central 
iociety, 

Besnlt  of  Part  11  of  Preliminary 
Szamination  for  Teachers'  Certificates. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  E.) :  To 
%Bk  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
ion  if  he  will  state  the  cause  of  the 
lelay  in  issuing  of  Part  II.  of  the  Pre- 
iminary  examination  for  the  teachers' 
lertificate,  1908,  and  the  approximate 
[ate  at  which  the  results  in  question 
irill  be  made  known. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman,)  The 
r^eralts  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
tendidates  this  evening.  The  delay  has 
>een  due  to  the  necessity  of  deciding 
&«rtain  questions  arising  in  connection 


^  Determined. 


with  the  new  training  college  regulations 
before  the  lists  are  issued. 

Petitions  from  Cheft  de  Famille 
of  Aldemey. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  HomeDepart- 
ment  whether  he  has  received  a  petition, 
forwarded  to  him  with  a  covering  letter 
dated  22nd  May,  from  a  meeting  of  the 
Chefs  de  Famille  of  the  Island  of  Aldemey, 
legally  convened ;  and,  if  so,  what  were 
the  contents  of  the  petition  ;  and  if  he 
will  state  the  nature  of  the  reply  given 
to  it. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whether  he 
has  received  a  petition,  forwarded  to  him 
with  a  covering  letter  dated  22nd  May, 
from  a  meeting  of  the  Chefs  de  FamiUe  of 
the  Island  of  Aldemey,  legally  convened, 
and,  if  so,  what  were  the  contents  of  the 
petition  ;  and  if  he  will  state  the  nature 
of  the  reply  given  to  it. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN :  To  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  represent- 
ing the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, whether  he  has  received 
a  petition,  forwarded  to  him  vrith  a 
covering  letter  dated  22nd  May,  from  a 
meeting  of  the  Chefs  de  Famille  of  the 
Island  of  Alderriey,  legally  convened; 
and,  if  so,  what  were  the  contents  of  the 
petition  ;  and  if  he  will  state  the  nature 
of  the  reply  given  to  it. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  has  received  a  petition, 
forwarded  to  him  with  a  covering  letter 
dated  22nd  May,  from  a  meeting  of  the 
Chefs  de  Famille  of  the  Island  of  Aldemey, 
legally  convened ;  and,  if  so,  what  were 
the  contents  of  the  petition  ;  and  if  he 
will  state  the  nature  of  the  reply  given 
to  it. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN:  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
has  (received  [a  petition,  forwarded  to 
him  with  a  covering  letter  dated  22nd 
May,  from  a  meeting  of  the  Chefs^de 
Famille  of  the  Island  of  Aldemey,  legally 
convened,  and,  if  so,  what  were  the 
contents  of  the  petition ;  and  if  he  will 
state  the  nature  ol  the  reply  given  to  it.*^ 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladgtone.) 
I  beg  leave  to  answer  these  Questions. 
Petitions  addressed  to  the  heads  of  several 
Government  Departments  have  been  re- 
ceived through  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Guernsey.  The  petitioners,  inhabitants 
and  ratepayers  of  Aldemey,  were  in 
favour  of  a  syndicate  being  allowed 
to  build  an  abattoir  in  the  Island,  and  to 
import  and  kill  cattle  for  the  English 
market.  This  matter  has  been  often 
considered,  in  consultation  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  depart  from  the  decision  that  the 
establishment  of  the  proposed  abattoir 
cannot  be  permitted. 
t 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  (jovemment  Board 
whether  he  has  received  a  petition,  for- 
warded to  him  with  a  covering  letter 
dated  22nd  May,  from  a  meeting  of  the 
Chefs  de  Famille  of  the  Island  of  Aldemey, 
legally  convened ;  and,  if  so,  what  were 
the  contents  of  the  petition ;  and  if  he 
will  state  the  nature  of  the  reply  given 
to  it. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  John  Bums,)  I  have 
not  received  the  petition  referred  to. 

Transfer  of  Lioenoe  Duties  to  County 
CtoonoiL 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSON  (Warwickshire, 
Nuneaton) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  under 
Clause  6  of  the  Finance  Bill,  1908,  to 
fix  1st  January  next  as  the  date  of 
transfer  to  county  councils  of  the  power 
to  levy  the  duties  on  local  taxation 
licences,  to  which  Clause  6  applies ; 
and  whether,  after  that  date,  1st  January, 
1909,  such  licences  will  continue  to  be 
issued  by  the  Inland  Revenue  and  post 
offices,  respectively. 

(Answered     by     Mr,     Lloyd-George,)  I 
have    appointed    an    inter-department*' 
committee    to    adv^**    •«»   to   the   »» 
convenient  date  ft*    -      ^^^nsfer.    '' 
the  arrangemep**  -«^  ♦ 

of    the   licence*  ^ — 

confined  to  po- 


Sightso 
Mr.  E.  H.  : 
ask  the  Unde 
India  whether, 
of  the  late  Eha 
of  the  third'd 
Kathiawar,  th 
law  of  successi 
law  of  primoge 
by  two  of  the 
of  his  grandso 
deprived,  unhe 
in  spite  of  tl 
Colonel  Walke: 
Kathiawar  chi< 
royal  proclama 
what  steps  do 
restore  to  the 
rights  of  inheri 

{Answered  I 
Queston  sugge 
of  succession  i 
ment  of  the  Ji 
the  settlement 
the  Queen's  pw 
tee  of  intern; 
Colonel  Walke 
a  strict  adher 
in  regard  to  3 
the  small  sta 
defeated  the  1 
Lord  Canning' 
guarantees  gi\ 
limit  to  the 
internal  soven 
been  overpass 
Ehachar  Shri 
villages  under 
into  four  par 
Government  o 
the  representa 
house,"  in  the 
the  Secretary 
set  aside  the 
heritance,  thui 
large  enough  1 
eignty.  The  c 
**♦  4U0W  the 
%  public  &< 
-M.  and   t 
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Small  Holding  Sohemet. 
Mr,  BENNETT  (OxfordBhire,  Wood- 
stock) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
if  he  would  state  how  many  acres  have 
been  provided  severally  in  each  scheme 
submitted  to  the  Board ;    and  what  it 
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the  total  acreage  of  land  applied  for  ia 
each  of  the  coimties  which  have  sub- 
mitted  schemes. 


{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.} 
The  following  Statement  will  show  the^ 
acreage  of  land  provided  in  the  sixteen, 
schemes  already  submitted  for  approval — 


Name  of  County. 

Locality. 

Area  of  Land  comprised 
in  each  Scheme. 

Badnor 

Cwm  Farm,  Llanyre 

280 

r. 
0 

1% 

Oloucester 

- 

Mickleton 

9 

1 

34 

» 

11               -        -        - 

46 

1 

7 

>i 

- 

Petworth 

87 

0 

36 

II 

- 

CoombeHill    - 

146 

3 

25 

II 

- 

Clifford  Chambers    - 

63 

1 

S 

11 

- 

Lower  Ley  Farm     - 

115 

1 

lb- 

Somerset  - 

- 

Henstridge 

26 

2 

23^ 

Isle  of  Wight    - 

- 

Northwood 

104 

2 

0- 

II 

- 

Whippingham  - 

38 

0 

18- 

Southampton     - 

- 

Amport   -        -        -        - 

15 

1 

20 

Norfolk     - 

- 

Wick  Farm,  Watton 

285 

0 

0 

II          -        -        - 

- 

School  Farm,  Brancaster  - 

72 

0 

0 

w                   -               -               - 

- 

Sedgeford 

39 

0 

0 

II 

- 

Carleton  Rode 

40 

0 

0 

Cambridge 

- 

Guilden  Morden 

16 

3 

14 

The  total  acreage  of  land  applied  for 
in  the  counties  is  as  follows — 

Extent  of  Land 


Name  of  County. 

for  which  applica- 
tion has  been  made 

in  the  County. 

Acres. 

Radnor 

-     1,600 

CHoucester     - 

-     9,635 

1 .    Bomenet 

-  23,724 

l^da  of  Wight 

-     1,837 

HMH^bainpti  u 

-     7,380 

^^^HlMk 

-  22,760 

^^^^^HMIbb 

.        .  10,938 

Settlement  of  Purchase  HerotiationB  on. 
the  Estate  of  Kr.  D.  C.  OXIonneU. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  against 
the  tenants  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  D.  C. 
O'Connell,  near  Mastergeehy,  County 
Kerry ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  tenants  signed  purchase  agree- 
ments under  misapprehension,  and,  on 
learning  the  exact  character  of  the 
agreements,      immediately      repudiated 
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them,  the  Estates  Commissioners  will 
use  their  influence  to  secure  a  settle- 
ment of  the  purchase  negotiations. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  inform  me  that 
they  cannot  trace  any  proceedings  as 
having  been  instituted  before  them  in 
Tespect  of  the  estate  mentioned  in  the 
Question,  and  that  they  have  no 
Imowledge  of  the  matters  referred  to. 
If  any  application  should  be  made  to 
the  Commissioners  by  either  party  they 
would,  no  doubt,  consider  whether  they 
■could  usefully  offer  their  services  as 
conciliators  under  the  regulations. 

Amalgamations  of  Irish  Schools. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  sanction  the  amalgamation 
of  infant  and  senior  schools  in  close 
proximity  ;  and  if  such  schools  were 
amalgamated,  and  the  principal  of  the 
infant  school  retained  as  assistant,  would 
such  assistant  be  guaranteed  increments 
and  promotion,  and  receive  residual 
capitation  grants  equal  to  what  the 
average  would  entitle  the  assistant  to 
lis  principal  of  the  infant  school. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU.)  I  have 
sent  to  the  hon.  Member  a  copy  of  the 
Commissioners'  regulations  dealing  with 
the  matter  in  question. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if, 
where  there  are  two  adjoining  schools, 
infant  and  senior,  the  principal  of  the 
senior  school  can  admit  children  of  the 
jimior  school  where  the  parents  so 
desire  it  and  when  there  is  a  junior 
assistant  to  instruct  them. 

{Answered  by  '  Mr.  BirreU.)  The 
Commissioners  of  National  Education 
inform  me  that  they  cannot  answer  this 
Question  unless  they  are  furnished  with 
particulars  of  the  precise  case  referred  to. 

Bureau  of  Commerce  for  Ireland. 
Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atte- 
tion  has  been  called  to  the  Resolution 
passed   at   the   recent   Congress   of  the 


Irish  Technical  Instruction  ABSoditiai 
in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  i 
bureau  of  commerce  and  indnstaj  n 
Ireland ;  and  whether  he  will  oonsda 
the  advisabilily  of  establishing  soek  i 
bureau. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  T.  W.  AweD.) 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to 
answer  this  Question.  I  gather  from 
the  Press  Reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Irish  Technical  Instruction  Oongnii 
that  such  a  resolution  was  adopted; 
but  it  has  not  yet  been  officially  com- 
municated to  the  Department.  Tko 
matter  to  which  it  relates  has  for  some 
time  past  been  engaging  the  attentioa 
of  the  Department. 

Political  Sights  of  Irish  Hational  School 
Teaehers. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  there  is  any  reason  why 
the  Irish  National  School  teachen  should 
not  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  same 
political  rights  and  priinleges  as  the 
teachers  in  Great  Britain;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  having  these  same  rights  and  privileges 
extended  to  them. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirrdL)  I  ironU 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  Answer  to 
the  Question  on  this  subject  which  wu 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bast  Eenj 
on  13th  May,  1907.  As  I  then  mdicated, 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Sdnct- 
tion  declined,  for  the  reasons  stated,  \ 
to  modify  their  rules  rdating  to  tk 
civil  rights  of  teachers.  The  re^oui- 
bility  for  this  decision  rests  entixdy 
upon  the  Oommissioneis. 


Decrease  of  Consomptian  in  Inbai 
Mb.  J.  DEVLIN :  To  ask  the  0x1 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieatensiit  d 
Ireland  whether  he  is  now  in  a  po«te 
to'  state  whether  theie  has  been  saj 
appreciable  decrease  in  the  nnmlMr  if 
ca^es  of  consumption  in  Ireland  eaut 
quent  on  the  inauguration  of  a  nilioid 
campaign  against  the  disease;  mI 
whether  he  has  any  statement  to  aib 
on  the  subject  generally  so  fsf  as  Jakd 
was  concerned. 
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{Answered  by  Mr. 
think  that  I  can  %t  p 
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add  anything  to  the  Answer  which  I 
uve  to  the  hon.  Member's  similar 
Question  on  26th  May  last.  I  hope, 
liowever,  to  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
statement  on  the  subject  upon  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Prevention  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Application  of  James  Kenny,  of  Clonncon. 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Loid-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  say 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  in- 

? aired  into  the  cpse  of  James  Kenny,  of 
lonncon,  Ashford,  in  the  County  of 
Limerick ;  and,  if  so,  what  action  do  they 
intend  to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirrelL)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  received 
their  inspector's  Report  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  James  Kenny,  and  will  consider 
it,  witli  others,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Provision  of  Boots  for  the  Territorial 
Army. 

Mb.  HERBERT  (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  boots  are  provided 
as  part  of  the  kit  of  the  Territorial  Army  ; 
and,  if  not,  whether,  seeing  that  good 
boots  are  a  most  important  part  of  a 
soldier's  equipment,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  including  boots  in  the  kit 
provided. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Hdldane,) 
This  point  was  carefully  considered  when 
the  grants  for  clothing  and  equipments 
were  fixed,  and  it  was  held  that  the  pro- 
vision set  forth  in  Paragraph  612  of  the 
Regulations  for  the  Territorial  Force  was 
sufficient  to  compensate  men  for  the 
extra  wear  due  to  military  service. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


Helmsdale  Harbour,  Sutherland. 
Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  any  complaint,  recommendation, 
or  suggestion  has  been  made  by  the 
officers  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war 
regarding  the  state  of  the  bar  at  Helms- 
dale Harbour,  Sutherland  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he   press    the  authority  to  see  that  the 


channel  is  improved  by  dredging  or  other- 
wise  ? 

The  first  LORD  op  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  McKenna,  Monmouthshire, 
N.) :  The  Answer  to  my  hon.  friend's 
Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Fife  Coastguard  Service. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can 
give  any  further  information  as  to  con-^ 
templated  changes  in  the  coastguard 
service  in  Fife. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  reply  given  by  the  late  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  on  31st  March  last, 
namely,  that  no  changes  are  contemplated 
at  present  at  any  stations  on  the  Fife 
coast. 

Eosyth  Harbour  Works. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  orders  have  been  given  to  proceed 
no  further  with  the  sinlmig  of  the  steel 
caisson  at  Rosyth ;  whether  it  is  over 
eighteen  months  since  this  work  was  be- 
gun ;  and  why  it  is  not  being  proceeded 
with  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  sinking  of  the 
experimental  cylinder  has  been  stopped, 
because  the  information  it  was  desired 
to  obtain  has  been  got,  and  there  is  no 
object  in  sinking  it  further.  The  work  of 
sinking  this  cylinder  was  begun  over- 
eighteen  months  ago. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:      Is 

it  not  an  advantage  to  use  the  fine  weather* 
for  these  maritime  operations  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  sinking  of  the 
cylinder  has  been  stopped. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  But 
if  the  fine  weather  is  not  made  use  of  and 
you  are  hindered  by  the  winter  weather — 
which  is  very  severe  on  the  coast  of  Fife — 
will  there  not  be  a  delay  in  the  finishing  of 
Rosyth  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Whatever  the  weather 
we  do  not  propose  to  sink  the  cylinder 
any  further. 
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I  want  to  get  at  is  whether  this  will  not 
•cause  a  delay  in  the  fonnation  of  Rosyth 
Dockyard. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :   No,  sir. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  says  that 
Rosyth  Dockyard  will  not  be  made  for 
seven  years,  guarantee  that  we  shall  have 
peace  for  that  time  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  All  the  information 
to  be  acquired  by  the  sinking  of  the  cylin- 
der has  been  obtained,  and  therefore  there 
is  no  need  to  sink  it  any  further. 

H.M.S.'*  Defence.*' 
Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty whether  the  new-armoured  cruiser 
"  Defence "  is  still  detained  at  Pem- 
broke ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  cause  is  the 
detention  due  and  when  is  she  likely  to 
get  her  crew  and  leave  the  dockyard. 

Mr.  McKENNA :  The  ship  has  been 
detained  at  Pembroke  on  account  of  the 
non-delivery  of  some  of  the  capstan  gear 
by  the  firm  who  have  the  contract  for 
its  supply.  This  gear  has  now  been 
delivered,  and  when  it  has  been  fitted, 
the  ship  will  be  ready  to  leave  Pembroke 
Dockyard.  The  crew  will  be  available 
when  the  ship  is  ready. 

Manning  of  the  Havy. 
Mr.  NIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  there 
are  three  new  armoured  ships  approach- 
ing completion  for  which  there  are  no 
crews  ;  and  whether  there  are  more  than 
a  dozen  battleships  lying  at  the  Channel 
ports  because  it  has  not  been  found 
possible  to  form  crews  to  man  them  for 
use  in  the  pending  manoeuvres  or  to 
obtain  the  men  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  McKENNA :  Crews  are  ready 
for  all  armoured  ships  approaching 
completion.  There  are  fourteen  battle- 
ships in  home  waters  not  taking  part 
in  the  manoeu\T:es  : — "  Implacable," 
undergoing  refit ;  thirteen  older  battle- 
ships of  the  "Roval  Sovereign,"  "Re- 
nown," "Centurion,"  and  "Trafalgar" 
<.'lasses,  and  on  the  special  service  list. 
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What  I  These  vessels  are  not  required  for  ik 
manoeuvres.  Should  it  be  desirabk  ti 
commission  these  ships,  the  neoeasair 
ratings  for  nucleus  crews  of  active  service 
men  are  available ;  the  balance  of  tk 
crews  can  be  completed  by  calling  oo 
reserves. 


Diiseniioiii  in  the  Hayy. 
Mb.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regb) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Prime  Monister  whether  the 
Qovemment  will  devote  their  considen* 
tion  to  alleviating  the  dissensions  anumg 
senior  naval  officers  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  Qovemment  will  impartially  endea- 
vour to  arrive  at  a  complete  knowled^^ 
of  the  method  of  introduction  and  the 
value  of  the  changes  in  adminiBtration 
and  organisation  which  originated  this 
antagonism. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Before  the  Question  is  aiwered  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  the  Prime  Minister 
is  not  aware  that  so  long  as  dissensions 
exist,  and  so  long  as  these  gentlemen 
are  left  in  command,  the  life  of  evezj 
seaman  in  the  Fleet  is  imperilled. 

Captain  MURRAY  (Kincardineshize) : 
May  I  also  ask  whether,  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  opinion,  the  introduction  hy 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  of  changes  in 
administration  and  oiganisatum,  by  what- 
ever method,  or  however  valuable  or 
valueless  these  changes  may  be,  can  tra 
justify  the  display  of  anta^nism  (m  the 
part  of  the  senior  naval  officers  re&ned 
to  in  the  Question  1 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIB8T 
LORD  OF  THB  TREASURT  (Hr. 
AsQuiTH,  Fifeshire,  B.) :  I  very  much 
deprecate  these  Questions.  The  Goven- 
ment  have  no  knowledge,  apart  from 
unverified  rumours,  of  the  dissensioiii 
alleged.  If  they  find  reason  to  he&m 
that  a  state  of  things  exists  which  is  in 
any  way  detrimental  to  the  disc^dine 
or  smooth  working  of  the  fleet  they  will 
not  hesitate  to  take  prompt  and  efliNth* 
action.  As  regards  the  latter  part  d 
the  Question,  I  must  repudiate  emphsti- 
cally  the  suggestion  which  it  appeaa  ti 
convey.  The  direction  of  the  ritnl 
policy  of  the  country  lies  wift  lb 
Government  of  the  d^,  and  it  is  lb 
business    of   naval 
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^service  not  to  discuss  or  criticise  that 
p(^7  but  to  carry  it  out  with  loyalty 
to  their  superiors,  in  harmony  with  one 
another,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  great  service  to  which 
tliey  belong. 

Mb.  BELLAIRS  :  Without  question- 
ing anything  the  Prime  Minister  has 
said,  I  desire  to  ask  whether  he  is  aware 
tiiat  these  dissensions  extend  to  many 
Sdnioi  naval  officers,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  for  them  to  take  service 
at  the  Board  of  Admiralty  while  these 
changes  are  in  being  without  some  in- 
quiry into  their  justification? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  ;  I  am  not  aware  of 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Welsh  and  Scottish  Cloth. 
♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  on  what  grounds  it  has  been  stated 
on  behalf  of  the  War  Office  that  better 
cloth  is  manufactured  in  Scotland  than 
in  Wales. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) : 
Before  the  Question  is  answered,  may 
I  ask  if  the  War  Office  authorities  are 
aware  that  a  kilt  made  from  tartan 
manufactured  in  Scotland  will  last  a 
lifetime,  while  other  tartans  might  be  in 
tatters  in  a  couple  of  years  ? 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Acland, 
Yorkshire,  Richmond) :  As  there  are  no 
Welsh  manufacturers  on  the  War  Office 
list  for  Highland  tartan,  it  may  fairly 
be  inferred  that  this  pre-eminently 
Scottish  material  is  better  made  in  Scot- 
land than  in  Wales. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  But  was  not  a  state- 
ment made  without  qualification  or  reserve 
that  better  cloth  was  manufactured  in 
Scotland  than  in  Wales  ? 

Mr.  acland  :  I  made  no  reflection 
on  Welsh  cloth  in  general.  If  there  are 
any  Welsh  firms  able  to  meet  our  special 
requirements  we  shall  be  delighted  if 
the  hon.  Member  can  bring  us  in  touch 
with  them. 
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♦Mr.  REES  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  Welsh  manufacturers  look  on 
it  as  a  very  serious  matter  that  a  doubt 
should  be  expressed  with  regard  to  the 
superiority  of  the  Welsh  cloth  ? 

Mr.  ACLAND:  It  is  well  known 
among  cloth  manufacturers  that  it  is  not 
a  very  difficult  thing  to  get  their  names 
on  the  War  Office  list  of  contractors,  and 
we  are  willing  to  give  trial  orders  to  any 
firm  which  likes  to  apply. 

Clothing  Contraots  for  Welsh  Segiments. 
♦Mr.  REES :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  an  arrangement 
will  be  made  for  the  manufacture  of 
uniforms  for  Welsh  regiments  in  Wales, 
similar  to  that  which  has  been  made  in 
respect  to  the  manufacture  of  tartans 
in  Scotland  for  Scottish  regiments. 

Mr.  acland  :  There  is  no  arrange- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  Highland 
tartan  in  Scotland,  but  only  Scottish 
firms  appear  to  produce  it.  As  I  have 
already  informed  my  hon.  friend,  should 
any  Welsh  manufacturers  desire  to 
tender  for  Army  clothes,  the  War  Office 
would  be  glad  to  receive  applications. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
see  that  the  imiforms  for  the  Essex 
regiments  are  made  in  Essex  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Volunteer  Quartermaster-Sergeants. 

Mr.  SOARES  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  orderly-room  clerks  who 
had  attained  the  rank  of  quartermaster- 
sergeant  in  the  Volunteers  are  to  be 
reduced  in  rank  by  reason  of  their 
having  joined  the  Territorial  Army; 
whether  these  non-commissioned  officers, 
if  they  had  declined  to  join  the  Territorial 
Army,  could  have  retired  with  a  higher 
rank  than  will  now  be  the  case  ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  desirability 
of  encouraging  enlistment  in  the  Terri- 
torial Army,  the  position  of  these  non- 
commissioned officers  will  be  reconsidered 

Mr.  ACLAND  :  This  question  is  now 
being  considered. 
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Soottith  Tartam.  The 

Major    ANSTRUTHER  -  GRAY 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 


:  I 
for 
War  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  have 
Scottish  tartans  for  Highland  regiments 
made  in  Wales  or  Scotland. 


Mr.  ACLAND  :  If  any  Welsh  manu- 
facturer could  produce  satisfactory  High- 
land tartan  there  would  not  appear  to 
be  any  reason  why  he  should  be  debarred 
from  tendering  for  its  supply. 

Special  Reserve  and  Jury  Semce. 
Mr.  HITNT  (Shropshire,  Ludlow):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  men  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  Special  Reserve  are  exempt 
from  jury  service  and  whether  the  officers 
are  exempt  from  jury  service  and  from 
having  to  serve  as  High  Sheriff. 


QtteHicns. 

UNDER-SECRETiiBT 
FOB   INDIA    (Mr. 


1»1 


or 

STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Mr.  Bucaou. 
Perthshire,  E.) :  No  qsecial  stops  \m 
been  taken  for  aacertaining  the  fedbp 
and  wishes  of  the  rank  and  file  of  Seottiik 
regiments  on  the  qneation  irefened  to  1^ 
my  hon.  friend- 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinbnigh,  Cental): 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider 
that  full  advantage  can  be  taken  of  tke 
Scottish  regiments  in  India,  when  lUr 
disposition  is  r^ulated  by  religioiis  ecm* 
viction  ? 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  :  I  think  the  dispou- 
tion  of  the  Scottish  regimenta  in  Infs  ii 
a  matter  within  the  discretion  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities. 


Mr.  ACLAND :  Non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  of  the  Special  Reserve 
are  exempt  from  jury  service  when  they 
are  subject  to  military  law.  Officers 
are  exempt  from  jury  service  when  on 

full  pay.     Officers  are  not  exempt  from   Home  Office  their  intention 
serving  as  High  Sheriff.  |  good   to   the   police   officers 


The  D*  Angdy  Case. 

Mb.  RENDALL  (Oloucesteishiic, 
Thombury) :  I  b^  to  aak  the  Seeietiijr 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  the  proprietors  of  the  DaUff 
Mail  have   yet   eommnnicated  to  the 

of    niminno 

ooneezned 


South  African  Garrison. 
Major    ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :       I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  further  reductions  are  con- 


in  the  D'Angely  case  the  cost  of  their 
defence  before  the  Commission ;  snd 
whether,  if  the  proprietors  make  an  oier 
of  adequate  financial  reparation  for  the 
wrong  done  by  them,  he  will  be  willing 


templated  amongst  the  troops  in  South  \  to  accept  it  on  behalf  of  the  police  oiBoen 

Africa  ;    and  whether  he  can  state  what :  concerned. 
they  will  be  and  when  they  are  to  come  | 
into  force. 


.      Mr.  ACLAND 
*  stated — no,   Sir. 


Beyond  those  already 


Scottish  Eegiments  in  India.  | 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :    I  beg  to  I 
ask    the  Under-Secretary   of    State  for  \ 
India  with  reference  to  the  use  by  Scottish  ' 
regiments  in  India  of  Anglican  churches,  ! 
if  he  can  state  whether  any  and,  if  so,  ' 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  i 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  rank  and  , 
file  with  regard  to  the  recent  order  that 
these  regiments  shall  only  be  quartered 
where   Presb\i:erian8   places   of   worship 
exist ;     and  if,  in  the  case  of  its  being 
ascertained  that  the  wishes  of  a  regiment 
are  averse  to  this  proposition,  the  order 
in  such  a  case  would  be  inoperative. 


The  secretary  or  STATE  rot 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Hr. 
GLAD0TONB,  Leeds):  As  regaids  tke 
first  part  of  the  Qnestiony  no  exfmm 
was  incurred  by  indmdnal  police  offissis 
in  defending  themsehrea  before  die  B^rfil 
Commission.  The  second  ia  a  hypo- 
thetical question,  whieh  I  cannot  nnier 
take  to  answer  now. 

Mb.  RENDALL :  I  beg  to  aak  At 
Secretory  of  State  for  the  Home  Dqptil- 
ment  what  the  recent  Pblice  QonuniMa 
has  cost  the  taxpayers ;  andwhAt^ifaqr. 
contribution  has  been  or  will  be  nadi 
by  the  Exchequer  towards  the 
of  police  officers  in  defending 
from  the  attacks  of  he  DaUg  JM 
and  others  held  by  the  OomnuHMi  te 
be  untrue  in  fact. 


1657 


Questions, 


{8  July   1908} 


Qfsestians. 


1658 


Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  All  the  expense 
incorred  ia  connection  with  the  Royal 
Commisaion  have  fallen  upon  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  upon  the  Police  Fund.  No 
portion  of  them  has  fallen  upon  individual 
police  officers.  I  am  unable  at  present 
to  say  what  the  total  cost  will  be. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Mail  sent 
670  reply  paid  telegrams  to  Members  of 
this  House  the  other  day  and  that 
scarcely  any  of  them  were  used  ?  Will 
he  consider  the  advisability  of  making 
some  allowance 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  That  hardly  arises 
out  of  the  Question. 

WoolfEtrdisworthy  Postal  Arrangements. 
Mr.  scares  (Devonshire,  Barn- 
staple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Greneral  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
certain  portions  of  the  parish  of  Woolfar- 
disworthy,  in  North  Devon,  there  is  a 
delivery  of  letters  on  three  days  a  week 
only ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  loss  and 
inconvenience  results  to  the  inhabitants 
of  these  districts  owing  to  the  lack  of  a 
daily  delivery ;  and  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  establish  a  reasonably  efficient 
postal  service  in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  I  have  called  for  a  report  on  this 
subject ;  and  on  its  receipt  I  will  send 
the  hon.  Member  a  reply. 

Aberdeen  Postal  Arrangements. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster- General  whether, 
seeing  that  the  postal  re-arrangements  in 
Aberdeen,  necessitated  by  the  opening 
of  the  new  post  office,  have  now  been 
some  time  in  operation,  he  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  before  the  autunm 
session,  and  before  the  framing  of  next 
year's  Estimates,  with  a  view  to  securing 
for  Woodside  district  an  evening  postal 
service  as  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  and 
also  as  to  the  desirability  of  complying 
with  a  petition  sent  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  sub-post  office  near  , 
the  Spital  to  supply  a  much  needed  and  ; 
increasing  demand.  | 
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Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  appli- 
cition  for  ths  establishment  of  a  sub-post 
office  near  the  Spital,  Aberdeen,  was 
duly  considered,  but  as  there  is  already 
a  sub-post  office  less  than  400  yards 
from  the  suggested  site  and  a  letter-box 
about  185  yards,  the  existing  facilities 
appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  present 
requirements  of  the  public  in  the  locality. 
As  regards  Woodside,  the  amount  of 
correspondence  appears  to  be  hardly 
sufficient  to  justify  the  establishment  of 
an  evening  delivery  in  that  district,  but 
I  will  further  inquire  into  the  question. 

French  Tariff. 

Earl  op  RONALDSHAY  (Middlesex, 
Homsey) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the  proposed 
alterations  in  the  French  tariff  include 
proposals  for  the  decrease  of  the  duty 
upon  india-rubber  thread,  and  for  the 
increase  of  the  duty  upon  articles  manu- 
factured from  india-rubber  thread,  such 
as  elastic  cloth,  garters,  suspenders,  etc. ; 
and,  if  so,  to  what  extent.  .  ■ 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TAR Y  TO  THE  BOARD  op  TRADE  (Sir 
H.  Kearley,  Devonport) :  The  Board  of 
Trade  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  more 
precise  inforn^tion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
proposals  to  which  the  noble  Lord  refers. 
I  am  at  present  unable  to  give  a  definite 
Answer. 

Earl  op  RONALDSHAY:  Do  the 
Government  propose  to  take  any  steps 
to  obviate  the  injury  which  will  be 
infficted  on  British  manufacturers  by 
this  change  if  it  is  carried  into  effect  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Welsh  TTniversity  Grant. 

Sir  D.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  has  yet  received 
the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  and  report  on 
the  question  of  increased  grants  to  the 
three  constituent  colleges  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wales,  and,  if  not,  can  he  state 
when  he  expects  that  the  Report  will  be 
presented.  _    »_ 
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The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hobhouse, 
Bristol,  E.) :  The  Report  has  just  been 
received,  and  is  now  under  consideration. 

American  Beef  Firms  and  Income-Tax. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  Income-Tax  Commissioners 
in  Liverpool  have  reported  that  an 
examination  of  the  books  of  some  of  the 
films  comprised  in  what  is  known  as  the 
American  Beef  Trust  disclosed  no  profits, 
the  cattle  and  beef  being  invoiced  to  the 
branches  of  those  firms  in  Great  Britain 
at  prices  leaving  no  margin  of  profit 
liable  to  income-tax ;  whether  any  of 
the  firms  belonging  to  the  Trust  pay 
income-tax  upon  the  trade  done  in  this 
country ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any 
steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  a  con- 
tinuance of  such  evasion  of  taxation. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  caused  careful  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  matter  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  is  unable  to  obtain  any 
confirmation  of  the  suggestion  made 
in  the  question.  The  Commissioners  of 
Taxes  at  liiverpool  bring  into  charge  all 
American  companies  and.  firms  trading 
there,  and  the  liability  to  income-tax 
of  these  traders  is  ascertained  as  far  as 
possible  on  the  exact  profits,  i.e.,  the 
difference  between  the  proved  cost  price 
in  America  and  the  sale  price  in  this 
country,  less  cost  of  freight  and  dis- 
tribution expenses. 

Margarine. 
Earl    of    RONALDSHAY  :    I    beg 

to  ask  [the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether 
nut  butters,  manufactured  entirely 
from  nuts  and  not  containing  a 
particle  of  animal  fat,  have  been  allowed 
to  be  described  by  the  authorities  as 
margarine  ;  and,  if  so,  under  what  statu- 
tory provision  this  has  been  done. 

The  treasurer  op  the  HOUSE- 
HOLD (Sir  Edward  Strachey, 
Somersetshire,  S.) :  Perhaps  the  noble 
Lord  will  allow  me  to  refer  him  to  my 
reply  to  a  similar  Question  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  ^Bradford 
on  15th  June. 


Balintore  Harbour,  BoM-ihire. 
Mr.  WEUt  (Bobs  and  Ciomaify): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  far  Sootbuid, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  tmstees  of 
Balintore  Harbour,  Ross-shire,  have  no 
funds  at  their  command  with  whick 
to  place  the  harbour  in  a  state  of  lepiiz; 
will  the  Fishery  Board  make  a  grant  for 
this  purpose. 

Thb  secretary  fob  SCOTLAND 

(Mr.  SiNCLMR,  Forfarshire) :  The  Bond 
have  no  power  to  use  the  funds  placed 
at  their  disposal  for  piers  and  harbomi 
in  meeting  the  cost  of  maintainiiig 
harbours. 

Sanitation  in  the  HebrLdei. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretarr 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  deputing  instmcton  ii 
sanitary  science  to  visit  the  towiuhipi 
in  the  Islands  of  Lewis  and  the  other 
islands  in  the  Hebrides,  in  order  tluU 
the  people  may  have  explained  to  them 
some  of  the  primary  sanitary  pnncipki 
such  as  may  be  conducive  to  an  impnrre- 
nient  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
townships. 

*Mb.  REES  :  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  consider  the  peculiir 
fitness  for  this  function  of  .the  medkil 
officer  for  Colwyn  Bay  ! 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  As  my  hoix.  fnai 
knows,  the  local  pubUc  health.  aitth0Eitj 
in  the  Lewis  have  at  present  no  mii^ 
of  funds  upon  ^hich  any  further  cluip 
can  be  laid  for  this  or  indeed  any  otto 
purpose.  .        .     ,  ■  _ 

Bate  Amtrs  in  Lewli. 
Mr.  WEIR:  Ibegto  aaktheSMflitHf 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  st«te  tile  i 

of  grants,  in  respect  of , 

made  by  the  Government  to  the  ]tsi- 
lord  of  the  Island  of  Lewia  and  the  1 
respectively. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :     No  granta  of  tej 
kind  referred  to  by  my  hon,  friaaif 
been  made. 

Mr.   WEIR:      But  tiie 
Gentleman  said  the  o'  hee^  ^ 
authorised  certain  pa] 
of  the  grant-in-aid.    ".. 
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Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  state  the  amount 
of  arrears  of  rates  due  by  the  landlord 
of  the  Island  of  Lewis  on  Slst  March 
last,  and  the  amount  of  arrears  due 
from  tenants  paying  over  £30  and  under 
£30  respectively. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  learn  on  incjuiry 
that  the  parish  council  books  are  now 
with  the  auditors  and  it  has  consequently 
not  been  possible  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion desired  by  my  hon.  friend. 


Mr.  weir  :     Can  it  be  done  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  v^iW  do  my  best. 

Mr.  weir  :    Very  well.     I  will  then 
put  another  Question  down. 

Congestion  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Si'otland  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
arrears  of  judicial  rents  due  from  crofters 
in  the  Island  of  Lewis  are  attributable 
to  their  having  to  bear  the  burden  of 
1,500  cotters  and  squatters  located  on 
their  lands,  and  that  the  Scottish  Office 
in  February,  1904,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  cottar  difficulty  might 
be  met  by  a  scheme  of  voluntary 
.  migration  to  the  mainland,  will  he  state 
whether  there  is  any  probability  of 
some  such  scheme  being  promulgated 
during  the  present  session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  My  hon.  friend 
.  misapprehends  somewhat  the  position 
of  this  matter.  In  1904  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
did  not,  as  my  hon.  friend  has  repeatedly 
alleged  in  Questions  upon  the  Paper  of 
this  House,  indicate  that  the  only  way 
of  dealing  with  the  congestion  of  popula- 
tion in  the  Lewis  was  by  a  scheme  of 
voluntary  migration  ;  what  he  wrote 
was  :  "  The  Congested  Districts  Board 
will  endeavour  effectually  to  deal  with 
any  applications  they  may  receive  for 
the  voluntary  migration  from  the  Lewis 
of  cottars  and  others  now  unable  to 
find  a  decent  livelihood  in  their  present 
position."  My  hon.  friend  sent  me  a 
list  of  the  names  of  121  such  persons  lately 
lodged  with  the  Landward  Committee. 


Before  the  Board  could  take  any  action 
further  information  was  necessary  as  to 
the  skill  and  experience  of  applicants, 
and  also  as  to  their  ability  to  rent  stock 
and  cultivate  holdings.  On  17th  March 
the  Landward  Committee  of  the  Parish 
Council  of  Stornaway  was  asked  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  furnish  this 
information,  and  I  understand  that 
they  are  now  endeavouring  to  obtain  it. 
No  further  steps  can  be  taken  until  it  is 
forthcoming.  I  must  remind  my  hon. 
friend  that  owing  to  its  great  difficulties 
no  scheme  of  this  kind  has  yet  been 
found  practicable.  The  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  have  no  land  of  their  own 
upon  which  such  migrants,  even  if 
qualified  in  all  respects,  can  be  settled ; 
and  they  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining 
any  openings  of  this  kind  for  such 
migrants  upon  the  lands  of  other  pro- 
prietors. Under  these  circumstances  my 
hon.  friend  must  judge  for  himself  whether 
there  is  any  probability  of  any  such  scheme 
being  promulgated  during  the  present 
session  of  Parliament 

County  of  Sutherland  Education  Grant. 
Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he 
can  give  the  details  of  the  grants  that 
go  to  make  up  the  sum  of  £2,400,  said 
to  be  at  present  received  by  the  county 
of  Sutherland,  which,  imder  Clause  13 
of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  con- 
stitute the  Education  (Scotland)  Fund. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  It  does  not  seem 
necessary  to  give  the  details  of  these 
grants  in  the  case  of  every  single  district. 
If  the  hon.  Member  has  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  amount  of  grant  at 
present  received  by  the  County  of 
Sutherland  as  stated  in  the  Return  is 
inaccurate,  the  Department  will  give 
full  consideration  to  an}'  statement  of 
particulars  bearing  upon  the  point  which 
he  way  furnish. 

Highland  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  state  under  what 
circumstances  the  appointment  of  medical 
officer  of  health  has  been  conferred  in 
four  cases  in  the  Highland  crofting 
counties  of  officers  who  do  not  possess 
a  diploma  in  sanitary  science,  as  required 
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under  Section  64  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  1889. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  One  medical  man 
holds  two  of  the  four  appointments 
referred  to,  so  that  in  three  cases  the 
salaries  were  sanctioned  on  condition 
that  the  medical  officer  of  health  should 
take  the  diploma  in  terms  of  Section  54 
of  the  Local  Government  (Scotland) 
Act,  1889.  In  regard  to  the  fourth 
appointment  it  was  given  to  the  county 
medical  officer  of  the  district  who  was 
appointed  before  such  a  qualification 
was  necessary.  It  is  understood  that 
in  none  of  these  cases  were  the  services 
of  a  qualified  practitioner  available. 

Discussion  of  Scottish  Estimates. 
Mr.  PIRIE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
consent  to  a  Return  showing  the  last 
dates  on  which  the  votes  were  passed, 
after  discussion  in  this  House,  in  the 
case  of  each  of  the  following  Scottish 
Votes  :  Lunacy  Commission,  Registrar 
General's  Office,  Register  House, 
Prisons  Commission,  National  Galleries 
Board,  Crofters  Commission,  Congested 
Districts  Boards,  Law  Charges  and 
Courts  of  Law,  Public  Education,  Scot- 
land, and  the  number  of  .days  or  parts 
of  a  day  given  to  the  actual  discussion 
of  Scottish  Estimates  during  each  of 
the  last  ten  years,  and  the  annual 
average  number  of  Parliamentary  hours 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  | 

I 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :    With  regard  to  the  ■ 
information  required  in  the  first  portion  ' 
of  my  hou.  friend's  Question  a  Return 
does  not  a])i)oar  necessary  as  that  infor-  ' 
niation  is  c(]ually  available  to  my  hon. 
friend   as   it   is  to   the   Scottish   Office. 
With  rojjjard  to  the  information  required 
in  the  second  part    of  the   Question,   a 
Hotuni  is  not.  possible  as  the  authorities 
o{  this  Honso  are  imable  to  furnish  the 
f'.ill  ii)  format  ion  re(|uirod.     The  nimilvr 
i»f    wlu)lo    d.iys    oconpiiHl    in    discussion 
will    bo    found   in   the   Journals   of   the 
House  and  in  Iftin^ifirtl. 

Mk.  PIHIK  :    l>oes  not  the  rii^ht  hon. 
(iiMitleman    realise    that    I    want    this, 
not    for   my    |>erst>nal   information,    but  j 
ff^r    the    information    of   the    public    of 
Srotlai-d  ( 


Mr.  SINCLAIR:  And  the  inf omutin 
is  perfectly  accessible  to  the  public  i 
Scotland. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  But  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  has  said  there  are  no  officiil 
sources  available.  Will  he  TecoDoia 
his  decision,  and  give  me  this  informatioa 
for  the  people  of  Scotland.  It  is  moit 
important. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  shall  be  veiy glad 
to  consider  any  further  representatioiis 
sent  to  me. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  And  I  will  repeat  tlie 
Question  until  I  get  the  informstioii 
desired. 

Afforestation  in  Scotland. 
Lord  BALCARRES  (LancasUie, 
Chorley) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretaiy 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  state  how  mod 
money  has  been  spent  during  the  present 
year  upon  afforestation  at  Inveriiever; 
what  staff  is  at  present  engaged  there; 
what  Department  controls  their  woik ; 
and  what  is  the  total  estimated  ontlsj 
during  1908-1909. 

Mr.    H{0|BHOUSE:    I  jnndentuid 
that  no  money  has  been  spent  up  to  data 
on  afforestation,  as  operations  have  not 
been  commenced.    A  forester  has  ben 
appointed  and  is  resident  on  the  astste. 
The   necessary   arrangements    an  nov 
being  made  for  honsing  a  staff  of  soae 
eight  men  so  as  to  begn  planting  asftn- 
tions  next  autnmn.     The  CSommisnoDen 
of  Woods,  advised  by  thdr  Chief  Ooi- 
sulting  Forest  Officer,  oontrol  the  wA 
It  is  impossible  at  present  to  forecMt  the 
total  outlay  during  190B-lM»p  bat  itii 
hoped  to  plant  np  about  100 1 

Lord  BALCARRES :  What 
has  the  Woods  and  Forests  DepaitMft  . 
of  afforestation  on  the  sea-boaid  Km  if  { 
Scotland,  where  there  is  a  aiBUI  if  ' 
seventy  inches  f  ' 

MR.H0BH0U8E:    IsqpossasMi 
experience  as  any  other  paUis  deprt*  ; 

meat. 
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Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  I  speak  with  but 
a  limited  knowledge  of  the  Woods  and 
Forests  Department.  It  is  only  in- 
directly mider  the  Treasury.  But  they 
own  this  land,  and  they  have  very  large 
experience  of  planting  in  England  and 
Borne  in  Wales,  where  the  rainfall  is  quite 
as  heavy  as  in  Scotland. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY :  And 
are  only  nine  men  to  be  employed  ? 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :    At  present. 

Hew  Fishery  Cruiser. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  is  yet  able  to  afford  any 
information  with  regard  to  the  new 
fishery  cruiser. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  regret  that  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  add  to  the  replies  I 
have  already  given  to  the  hon.  Member. 

'Major   ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:       I 
will  repeat  the  Question  this  day  week. 

Gooseberry  Mildew. 
Mr.  GWYNN  (Galway):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  what  steps  have 
been  taken  under  the  Order  of  1908 
against  the  American  gooseberry  mildew  ; 
what  acreage  of  gooseberry  bushes  is 
affected  by  the  pest ;  and  in  how  many 
cases  definite  action  has  been  taken. 

The  vice-president  op  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone, 
E.) :  The  Department's  horticultural  ex- 
perts (as  well  as  the  itinerant  instructors 
in  horticulture  employed  by  the  county 
committees  of  agriculture)  have  been 
instructed  to  carry  out  inspections  of 
gardens  throughout  the  country  with  a 
view  to  reporting  on  outbreaks  of 
American  gooseberry  mildew.  This  work 
is  being  proceeded  with  at  present,  but 
the  Department  are  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  state  definitely  what  areas  are  affected 
by  the  disease.  In  125  cases  in  which 
the  existence  of  the  disease  has  been 
reported  to  the  Department,  notices 
requiring  the  destruction  of  the  diseased 
bushes  have  been  issued  to  the  owners 


under  Clause  4  (2)  of  the  American 
Gooseberry  Mildew  (and  Black  Currant 
Mite  (Ireland))  Order,  1908.  Notices 
have  also  been  served  on  fifty-eight 
persons  owning  gardens  to  which  it  was 
considered  the  di^ase  was  likely  to 
spread  owing  to  their  proximity  to 
affected  gardens,  requiring  them  as  a 
preventive  measure  to  spray  their 
bushes  (with  an  approved  fungicide). 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
inspection  of  gooseberries  exposed  for 
sale  in  fruit  markets,  and  one  consign- 
ment containing  diseased  berries  was 
recently  condemned  in  the  Dublin  market 
and  the  berries  destroyed. 

Land  Purohase  Annuities  Arrears. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieuteaant  of  Ireland  whether  the  figures 
as  to  arrears  of  tenant-purchasers' 
annuities  under  the  Purchase  Act  of  1903 
and  the  previous  Purchase  Acts  cannot 
be  procured  without  difficulty  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners ;  is  it  a  fact  that 
the  arrears  under  all  the  Acts  are  incon- 
siderable and  that  they  are  even  less  under 
the  Act  of  1903  than  imder  the  previous 
Acts  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  forth- 
coming measure  to  provide  funds  for  the 
payment  of  the  £40,000,000  worth  of  land 
now  outstanding,  he  will  publish  these 
figures  without  delay,  as  the  best  proof 
that  advances  under  this  Act  are  not 
attended  with  any  loss  or  danger  to  the 
Imperial  taxpayer. 

The  attorney  -  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) :  The  Land  Commission  have 
furnished  me  with  the  information  asked 
for  by  the  hon.  Member,  in  advance  of 
their  annual  Report,  which  will  shortly 
be  published.  There  are  in  all  116,992 
payers  of  annuities  under  the  three  sets 
of  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  the  total 
amount  payable  is  £1,448,991.  On  1st 
instant  1,013  payers  were  in  arrear,  to 
the  amount  of  £9,132,  in  respect  of 
annuities  due  up  to  the  end  of  last  year. 
I  will  circulate  with  to-night's  Votes  a 
tabular  statement  showing  separately 
and  in  detail  the  arrears  imder  the 
different  sets  of  Land  Purchase  Acts.  It 
is  the  fact,  as  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member,   that   the   annuities   under  all 
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the  Acti^  have  been  very  well  paid,  and 
that  the  arrears  imder  the  Act  of  1903 
are  proportionately  somewhat  smaller 
than  those  under  the  earlier  Acts. 

Irish  Development  Grant. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  the  reasons  for  the  alterations 
contained  in  the  revised  Estimate  for  the 
Ireland  Development  Grant. 

Mr.  cherry  :  In  the  estimate  for 
the  Ireland  Development  Grant  which 
was  prepared  early  in  December  last 
the  estimated  balance  to  the  credit  of 
tlie  accoimt  on  1st  April,  1908,  was 
shown  to  be  £91,538.  In  May  last, 
when  the  account  for  the  year  ending 
3l8t  March,  1908,  was  made  up,  it  was 
foimd  that  the  actual  balance  in  hand 
was  but  £51,135.  The  difference  arose 
mainly  from  the  fact  that  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  financial  year  claims 
aniountuig  to  £37,031  were  received 
from  the  Conmiissioners  of  National 
Education  on  account  of  training  colleges 
imdcr  private  management,  and  salaries 
of  assistant  teachers  in  national  schools 
which  had  not  been  taken  into  account 
in  estimating  the  balance  in  December. 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  prepare 
a  revised  Estimate  for  the  current  year, 
showing  proposed  expenditure  at  the 
reduced  total  of  £236,477.  The  sub- 
heads of  the  Estimate  in  which  a  reduc- 
tion has  been  made  are  as  follows  : — 
Subhead  C.  (National  School  Buildings) 
— £25,000,  being  an  instalment  of  a 
grant  of  £70,000,  reduced  to  £5,000,  on 
the  miderstanding  that  the  balance  of 
the  £70,000  will  be  made  available  in 
future  years,  and  that  the  unexpended 
balance  of  £35,455  on  Vote  14,  Class  I. 
for  1907-8  will  be  available  to  meet  ex- 
penditure on  school  buildings  in  the 
current  year.  Subhead  H.  (Newry, 
Keady,  and  Tynan  Railway). — It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  promoters  of  this 
railway  will  be  Lii  a  posision  to  make  good 
their  claim  to  any  portion  of  the  promised 
grant.  Provision  is  made  for  £2,318 
instead  of  £23,950.  Subhead  K.  (Ark- 
low  Harbour). — Grant  reduced  from 
£10,362  to  £8,000,  the  latter  sum  being 
now  considered  suilicient  to  meet  ex- 
pwiditurc  durmg  the  year.     In  the  case 


of  two  of  the  subheads,  the  proViuon 
has  been  somewhat  increased'  as  compticd 
with  the  first  estimate,  namely  r-^nb- 
head  B.  (Marlborough  Street  Trsininc 
College). — Grant '  increased  frdni  £2,79j 
to  £4,277,  the  latter  being  the  actoil 
balance  unexpended '  of  the  total  grant 
of  £50,000.  Subhead  L.  (Wicklow  Hu- 
bo\ir). — Gn^it  increased  from  £1,536 
to  £3,822,  the  latter  being  the  sctiul 
balance  of  the  complete  grant.  The 
work  is  appoaching  completion. 

Fuel  for  Irish  Schools. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  be^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
total  amounts  expended  by  national 
school  teachers  in  providing  fuel,  pajing 
for  repairs,  etc.,  for  their  schools  during 
the  year  ending  3l8t  March,  1906; 
and  if  he  will  direct  the  National  Bond 
to  insert  in  the  quarterly  Returns  the 
amounts  expended  by  teachers  on  fuel, 
upkeep,  and  repairs  in  national  schools 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  Commissionen 
of  National  Education  have  no  infonna- 
tion  as  to  the  amounts  which  may  have 
been  expended  by  teachers  i(pon  fuel 
for,  and  repairs  of  their  schools.  It  would 
not  be  appropriate  to  include  particukn 
of  the  land  in  the  quarterly  Return, 
which  relates  to  the  payment  of  salaries, 
but  the  Commissioners  will  consider 
whether  the  information  could  properly 
be  included  in  the  annual  statistical 
return. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  what 
would  be  the  total  cost  of  supplying  fuel 
to  all  the  national  schools  in  Izdand  ? 

Mr.  CHERRT  :  I  should  like  notice 
of  that  Question. 

Oalway  Poor  Sato  OdlMtar. 
Mb.  OWYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Iiieiikea- 
ant  of  Ireland  why  the  Local  Govenmsil 
Board  has  refused  its  consent  to  the 
resolution  of  the  urban  district  covodl 
of  Galway  reducing  the  poundage  fm 
of  their  poor  rate  ooliector;  wImAbi 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fut 
that  the  inc  in  the  poor  nto,  oc 
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raised  the  collector's  salary  to  a  point 
which  it  never  previously  reached ;  and 
whether  the  Board  will  reconsider  their 
*  action  in  the  interest  of  economy  of 
administration. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  poor  rate  col- 
lector referred  to  was  appointed  in  1904, 
at  a  poundage  fee  of  lOd.,  and  in  1905, 
the  urban  district  council,  by  a  large 
majority,  increased  the  poundage  rate 
to  Is.,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  facts  upon 
which  the  council  based  their  proposal 
for  the  increase  in  1905  do  not  appear 
to  have  altered  in  any  respect,  and  the 
Local  Government  Board,  therefore,  see 
no  reason  for  assenting  to  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  poundage  fees.  The 
amount  to  be  collected  for  the  present 
year  is  £7,013,  which  is  but  very  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  amounts  for  1903-4 
and  for  1906-7.  The  amount  varies 
from  year  to  year.  Last  year  it  was 
considerably  below  the  average,  and  this 
year  it  is  somewhat  above  the  average. 

Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.)  :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
since  the  passing  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Act  of  1898,  the  officials  of  the  central 
authority  have  done  all  they  could  to 
increase  the  expenditure  of  the  local 
authorities  ?  Will  he  not  allow  the  local 
authorities  to  exercise  their  own  discretion 
in  the  practice  of  economy  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  The  increase  in  this 
case  was  made  at  the  instance  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  district 
council. 

Cattle-Driving  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state  why,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  cattle-driving 
for  the  six  months  ending  27th  June 
was  413,  as  compared  with  381  cases 
for  the  whole  of  1907,  no  charges  arising 
out  of  these  proceedings  have  been  pre- 
sented for  trial  at  the  recent  summer 
assizes. 

Mr.  cherry  :  The  cases  of  cattle- 
driving  which  occurred  in  the  six  months 
lefened  to,  though  more  in  number  were 


less  serious  in  character  than  those  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
In  every  case  in  which  the  police  have 
been  able  to  obtain  evidence  of  partici- 
pation in  cattle-driving  against  any 
individuals  proceedings  have  been  taken. 
The  question  whether  the  cases  should 
be  dealt  with  summarily  or  returned  for 
trial  is  one  to  be  determined  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  and 
the  Government  consider  that  pro- 
ceedings of  a  summary  nature  are  as  a 
general  rule  more  effectual  in  the  pre- 
servation of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  various  coimties  than  prosecutions 
at  the  assizes  would  be. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  But  do  not  the 
facts  show  that  "  binding  over "  is  no 
deterrent  ? 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how 
he  differentiated  cattle-driving  and  made 
out  that  one  kind  waa  less  serious  than 
another. 

Mr.  cherry  repUed  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  cases  differed.  It  ^as 
a  serious  case  when  a  large  crowd 
assembled,  intimidation  was  indulged 
in,  and  persons  were  injured,  but  when 
one  or  two  men  did  no  more  than 
secretly  at  night  open  a  gate  to  let 
the  cattle  out,  it  was  not  so  serious. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  asked  whether 
the  failure  of  the  police  to  obtain  evidence 
was  not  due  to  the  fact  that  the  im- 
fortunate  owners  of  cattle  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Grovemment 
were  unwilling  any  longer  to  protect 
them? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Crime  in  Clare. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary*  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  remarks  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  in  opening  the  Clare  Assizes 
on  Thursday,  that  the  state  of  the  county 
was  lamentable,  that  the  number  of  cases 
specially  reported  as  outrages  since 
the  last  assizes  in  March  were  as  many  as 
ninety-nine,  seventy-four  of  which  were 
agrarian,  that  there  were  imder  constant 
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pt;/ice  protection  five  persons,  and  as 
many  as  sixty-five  were  protected  by 
patrol,  and  that  there  had  been  since  the 
March  Assizes  forty-eight  cattle-drives; 
and  whether  he  can  state  why,  having 
regard  to  these  facts,  so  few  cases  were 
presented  for  tr^al  at  these  assizes. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  Myright hon.fiiend's 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  newspaper 
report  of  the  remarks  attributed  to  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  as  stated  in  the  Question. 
It  is  true  that  the  county  of  Clare  is  in 
an  unsatisfactory  condition.  An  addi- 
tional force  of  fifty-seven  police  has  been 
appointed  to  the  county  under  procla- 
mation, and  all  possible  measures  are 
being  taken  under  the  ordinary  law  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  the 
punishment  of  offenders.  The  com- 
parative fewness  of  the  cases  for  trial 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  evidence  against 
offenders  was  not  forthcoming,  but  in  this 
respect  the  state  of  the  county  is  neither 
better  nor  worse  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  (Dublin 
University)  asked  whether  any  of  the 
cases  referred  to  by  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  were  agrarian  cases,  and  whether 
in  any  one  of  the  seventy-four  cases 
referred  to  in  the  Question  any  person 
was  put  on  his  trial. 

Mr.  CHERRY  said  he  thought  some 
were  agrarian.  In  one  case  certainly 
a  man  was  convicted  and  sent  to  penal 
servitude. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  admit  that  trial 
by  jury  has  completely  failed  to  get 
convictions  ? 


Mr.   CHERRY 
not. 


No,   Sir,   certainly 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND,  as  Mem- 
ber for  the  constituency,  asked 
whether  it  was  not  the  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  the  occurrences 
reported  as  outrages  were  of  an 
extremely  trivial  character  which  in 
England  would  not  be  ranked  or  reported 
as  outrages  at  all ;  and  whether  any 
unrest  that  existed  in  Clare  was  not 
eutirelv  traceable  to  the  fact  that  land 
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the  Goveriunent.  The  court-house  is  in 
the  custody  and  control  of  the  High 
Sheriff,  who,  I  understand,  has  instructed 
his  solicitor,  Mr.  Carroll,  to  apply  for  an 
injunction  against  the  further  use  of  the 
court-house  by  the  urban  district  council, 
unless  that  body  confines  its  use  of  the 
building  to  the  proper  business  of  the 
council.  The  Lord-Lieutenant  has  re- 
ceived from  the  urban  district  council 
a  memorial  on  the  subject  which  is  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  :  Has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  Act 
of  1808  which  gives  the  council  an  un- 
doubted right  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  Whatever  right  the 
council  has  in  law  can  be  asserted  when 
proceedings  are  taken.  It  would  not  be 
proper  for  me  to  express  any  opinion 
while  litigation  is  pending. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.):  See- 
ing  that  this  right  has  -been  exercised 
for  100  years,  is  it  correct  to  say 
it  is  only  enjoyed  on  sufferance  as 
is  done  in  the  letter  of  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  for  the  county  ? 

Mr.  CHERRY:  In  this  case  the 
Crown  Prosecutor  is  acting  as  private 
solicitor  to  the  High  Sheriff,  and  like 
other  solicitors  he  may  have  slightly 
over-stated  his  client's  case.  But  this 
is  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  the 
Court. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  :  Who  is 
paying  the  costs  of  the  Crown  Solicitor 
in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  CHERRY :  I  presume  the  High 
Sheriff. 

Crime  in  Leitrim.  I 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Justice  Kenny,  at  the  Leitrim  Assizes  on 
Friday,  that  there  had  been  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  specially  reported  cases 
since  the  holding  of  the  spring  assizes, 
that  seven  persons  in  the  county  were 
under  police  protection,  and  fifteen  were 


I  still  boycotted;  and  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

I  Mr.  CHERRY  :  The  total  number  of 
serious  offences  in  County  Leitrim  for 
the  period  referred  to  was  fifteen,  as 
compared  with  twelve  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year.  The  police 
authorities  inform  me  that  this  appears 

I  to  be  an  ordinary  fluctuation.  Of  the 
seven  persons  under  police  protection, 
four  are  protected  by  occasional  patrols 
only ;  and  the  fifteen  cases  of  boycotting 
do  not  now  include  any  serious  case  of 
boycotting.  The  police  authorities  con- 
sider that  on  the  whole  the  state  of  the 
county  has  improved*  No  special  action 
is  called  for. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  that  the  statement 
of  the  Judge  is  not  in  accordance  with 
fact? 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  should  not  like  to 
express  any  opinion. 

Crime  in  Longford. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Justice  Madden,  at  the  Longford  Assizes, 
was  not  furnished  with  the  detailed 
information  on  the  condition  of  the 
county  which  is  usually  furnished  on 
these  occasions ;  whether  he  can  state 
the  reason  for  the  omission  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  learned  Judge  stated 
on  the  occasion  that  the  crime  of  boy- 
cotting and  the  form  of  intimidation 
known  as  cattle-driving  existed  in  the 
county  to  an  extent  which  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  its  condition  was  other 
than  satisfactory,  and,  inasmuch  as 
offenders  were  not  made  amenable  to  the 
law,  he  could  not  regard  the  light  calendar 
as  fairly  representative  of  the  general 
condition  of  the  coimty  with  regard  to 
crime ;  and  whether  he  intends  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  am  informed  that 
the  learned  Judge  was  supplied  with  the 
full  returns  of  crime  for  the  county  in 
the  usual  form,  and  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  established  practice,  the  county 
inspector  was  present  to  afford  any 
explanation   of  the   returns  which  tixd 
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learned  Judge  might  require.  It  is  the 
fact  that  some  boycotting  exists  in 
County  Longford.  The  police  are  afford- 
ing all  necessary  protection  to  the  persons 
affected.  There  have  been  comparatively 
few  cases  of  cattle-driving  in  the  county, 
and  the  returns  of  crime  show  some 
decrease.  The  police  authorities  are  of 
opinion  that  the  condition  of  the  county 
has  somewhat  improved,  and  no  special 
action  appears  to  be  called  for. 


QyeHicns. 


m 


Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  When  the 
opinion  of  the  Judge  of  Assize  and  that  of 
the  police  conflict  as  to  whether  a  county 
is  in  a  peaceful  condition,  why  does  the 
right  hon.  Grentlcman  always  take  the 
opmion  of  the  police  ? 

Mr.  CHERRY:  I  do  not  take  the 
opinion  of  the  police. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  But  you 
have  in  this  case. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.) :  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  some  boycotting  exists  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ?  Is  not  the 
hoji.  Member  for  West  Belfast  boycotted 
in  this  House,  and  was  not  the  noble 
Lord  the  late  Member  for  West  Down 
boycotted  out  of  his  constituency  ? 

Captain  DONEIAN  :  I  have  been  the 
victim  of  boyeottijig  myself.  Does  not 
Justice  Madden  speak  of  boycottijig  as 
a  crime  ?  Is  that  so  termed  in  Irish  police 
reports  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  No  doubt  there  are 
cases  which  cannot  properly  be  classed 
as  crimes. 

Feenagh  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
laud  if  he  can  say  on  what  grounds 
the  Estates  Commissioners  refuse  to 
ontoitainithe  case  of  James  Murphy, 
of  Croughteeri,  near  Feenagh,  in  the 
Comity  of  Limerick,  who  was  evicted 
from  his  small  holding  by  Deane 
Shelton,  of  Rossmore,  for  non-payment 
of  rent. 

Mil.   CHERRY:      The  Estates  Com- 
in:L;j3j):ic:';'.,  i:i  the  exercise  of  the  discre- 


tion vested  in  them  by  Parliament,  hxn 
declined,  after  due  inquiry,  to  take  anr 
action  upon  the  application  in  question, 
and  they  cannot  midertake  to  state  tlie 
reasons  which  actuate  them  in  the  exer- 
cise of  such  discretion. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Was  not 
this  poor  man  evicted  for  non-paymeDt 
of  rent  ?  Why  is  a  distinction  dnvn 
in  his  case  ? 


Mr.  CHERRY :  I  really  cannot  ur. 
There  are  a  great  many  cases  of  people 
evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent  and  onlr 
a  small  proportion  can  be  dealt  with  bj 
the  Estates  Commissioners. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  hold  out  some 
hope  to  this  poor  man  that  if  he  cannoft 
be  reinstated  he  shall  be  given  another 
holding  ? 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  hon.  Memto 
can  lay  his  case  before  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:    lUn 

done  so. 

Mr.  CHERRY :  I  should  not  like  to 
interfere  with  their  discretion. 

Irish  Land  Stoek. 
Mb.  GEORGE  D.  FABER  (York):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  what  is  the  total  issfie  of 
Giiaranteed  2|  per  cent.  IciBh  Lud 
Stock,  exclusive  of  the  pending  issue  of 
£5,000,000,  and  how  muoh  of  such  stock 
is  held  by  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners for  the  Savings  Bank  Fund; 
how  much  cash  is  now  lent  by  theNatioiul 
Debt  Conmiissioners,  ont  of  cash  balsnoM 
in  their  hands,  to  the  Irish  Land  Puzchiie 
Fund,  and  will  such  advances  be  repud 
out  of  the  new  issue  of  £6,000,000; 
what  is  the  total  amount  now  required 
to  pay  out  landlords,  the  sale  of  whoio 
estates  has  been  sanctioned  by  iko 
Estates  Commissioners ;  what  ia  the  total 
amount  of  the  deficiency  in  respect  of  As 
issue  at  a  discount  of  Irish  Luid  Sbotk; 
and  by  what  total  amount  has  tto 
income  derived  from  snanta*  pnrrhiit 
annuities  failed  to  s  t  the  mvidBBdi 
payable_on   fche  J     a   Stock  tsA  Ihi 
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interest  on  money  borrowed  from  the 
National    Debt    Commissioners. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  The  total  amount 
of  Guaranteed  2|  per  cent  Stock  issued 
prior  to  the  recent  issue  of  £5,000,000, 
was  £28,201,444  ;  of  which  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  hold  on  account  of 
Savings  Banks  Funds,  £7,912,893.  The 
National  Debt  Commissioners  have  ad- 
vanced to  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Fund 
in  cash,  £1,197,000,  which  amount  will 
be  repaid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  new 
issue  of  Stock  in  accordance  with  Section 
30  of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903.  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
informs  me  as  regards  the  third  part  of 
the  Question,  that  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  sanctioned  advances  in 
the  case  of  direct  sales  amounting  to 
£1,013,851,  of  which  £272,249  will  be 
advanced  to-morrow  and  the  remainder 
as  soon  as  outstanding  questions  have 
been  disposed  of.  Under  Sections  6, 
7  and  8  of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  the 
Commissioners  have  agreed  to  buy 
estates,  the  purchase  money  of  which 
amounts  to  £675,766.  Of  this  sum 
£8,230  is  to  be  advanced  to-morrow 
and  the  remainder  as  soon  as  vendors 
have  shown  title,  and  are  in  a  position 
to  allocate  the  purchase  money.  The 
£28,201,444  stock  issued  produced  in 
cash  £24,862,297,  or  a  deficiency  when 
compared  with  the  nominal  amount 
of  stock  of  £3,339,147.  Of  this  last 
sum  £3,020,463  will  be  made  good  by 
an  annuity  of  3^  per  cent,  chargeable 
on  the  Ireland  Development  Grant, 
and  the  balance  of  £318,684  by  the 
annuity  charged  on  the  Votes  in  respect 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Aid  Fund.  Since 
1st  November,  1903,  the  interest  re- 
ceived on  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Fund 
in  respect  of  tenants'  purchase  annuities 
and  temporary  investments  has  fallen 
short  of  the  interest  paid  on  stock  and 
temporary  borrowings  by  £161,062,  of 
which  £101,521  was  charged  against 
the  £200,000  grant  to  the  Fund  under 
Section  38  of  the  Act,  and  the  balance 
of  £59,541  has  been  received  from  the 
Guarantee   Fund> 

Bank  of  Ireland. 
Mr.    SWIFT   MACNEILL    (Donegal, 
8.) :   I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer   whether   he   will   state   the 


grounds  on  which  he  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  no  change  should  be 
made  in  the  relations  of  the  Government 
with  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  in  which  the 
Grovernment  accounts  are  kept  and  of 
which  the  late  Treasury  Remembrancer 
in  Dublin  Castle  became  a  director  while 
still  holding  that  oflGice,  and  which  is 
given  a  preference  in  dealings  by  the 
Grovernment  to  other  banking  institutions 
in  Ireland,  regard  being  had  to  the 
decision  in  the  action  of  Alderman 
Corrigan  against  Mr.  Edward  R.  Read, 
the  Chairman  of  the  late  National 
Assurance  Company  of  Ireland,  which 
was  heard  in  Dublm  before  Mr.  Justice 
Andrews  and  a  special  jury,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  National  Assurance  Company 
was  accommodated  by  overdrafts  up 
to  £90,000  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  by 
which  the  directors  were  enabled  to 
conceal  its  true  position  and  to  postpone 
its  winding-up,  to  the  ruin  of  the  share- 
holders ;  and  if  he  will  say  whether 
he  has  considered  the  efEect  likely  to 
be  produced  on  public  confidence  in 
commercial  probity  by  revelations  of  so 
grave  a  character  uMiking  no  alteration, 
in  the  attitude  of  the  Grovernment  to  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  as  a  favoured  institution 
for  Grovernment  accounts  or  business. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  nothing  to  add  to  his  previous 
answer  on  this  question. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  will 
repeat  the  Question  to-morrow,  when  I 
may  be  face  to  face  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Telegraphic  Address—'*  O^Connor, 
Foynes." 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster- General  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  complaint  made 
by  Mr.  Robert  Gibson,  butter  merchant, 
of  Limerick,  that  on  Friday  last  he  sent 
a  telegram  and  prepaid  for  reply  to  the 
village  of  Foynes,  County  Limerick, 
addressed  to  O'Connor,  Foynes,  asking 
to  have  half  a  ton  of  ice  forwarded  on 
the  same  date,  and  that  it  was  notified 
to  Mr.  Gibson  some  two  hours  later  that 
the  address  was  insufficient,  and  that, 
having  wired  again,  he  was  informed 
that  it  was  then  too  late  to  have  the  ice 
forwarded  on  that  dayj    and  whether 
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seeing  that  O'Connor  is  the  only  person 
who  deals  in  ice  in  this  small  village, 
so  that  the  address  should  have  found 
him  in  the  first  instance,  he  will  have  the 
matter  inquired  into  with  a  view  of 
putting  a  stop  to  this  annoyance  and 
damage  to  traders. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  matter 
appears  to  be  one  which  should  be  dealt 
with  locally. 

Mb.  JOYCE:  WUl  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  see  that  it  is  dealt  with 
locally  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :   No  doubt 
•  now  complaint  has  been  made  the  post- 
master will  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  NIELD  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  similar  complaints  have 
been  made  in  various  large  centres 
throughout  the  country  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  That 
is  a  general  question.  In  this  case 
the  telegram  was  simply  addressed 
**  O'Connor,  Foynes,"  and  I  have  little 
doubt  from  my  knowledge  of  Ireland 
that  there  is  more  than  one  O'Connor 
there. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  Foynes  is 
only  a  small  place,  and  that  there  is  only 
one  O'Connor  there  who  sells  ice  ?  There 
would,  therefore,  have  been  no  diflGiculty 
i.i  finding  him. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he  was 
afraid  his  knowledge  was  not  sufiiciently 
extensive  to  enable  him  to  answer  that 
Question. 

Electoral  Beform 
♦Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  the  Bill  dealing  with 
electoral  reform,  to  be  introduced  during 
the  present  Parliament,  will  include  due 
provision  for  a  second  ballot ;  or  whether 
the  Government  will  give  special  facilities 
to  private  Bills  dealing  with  this  subject, 

^  Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  indicate  the  provision  of  the  Bill  to 
which  my  hon  friend  refers ;  but  he 
mav   be  assured  that  the   Government 


will,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  take  foil 
account  of  the  flaws  and  anomalies  of  ooi 
electoral  system  with  a  view  to  their 
rectification. 

The  Beef  Trust. 
Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether, 
in  view  of  the  allegations  made  by  re- 
sponsible persons  that  the  beef  supply  of 
this  country  is  controlled  by  foreign 
capitalists,  ho  will  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Gonmiittee  of 
this  House  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
Question. 

Mb.  ASQUITH :  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  names  of  the  responsible  persons  to 
whom  the  noble  Lord  refers.  As  at 
present  advised,  and  without  in  anv 
degree  underrating  the  importance  of 
the  matter  to  which  the  noble  Lord  cslls 
my  attention,  I  am  disposed  to  doubt 
whether  an  inquiry  such  as  he  suggests 
would  be  productive  of  useful  r^ults. 
I  would  suggest  that  in  the  first  ins^nce 
the  noble  Lord  and  others  who  may  be 
in  possession  of  information  as  to 
the  control  of  our  beef  supply  should 
communicate  with  the  Departments 
concerned. 

Lord  R.  CECIL :  Which  Departments! 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  The  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Ancient  Moniimtnts  in  WaleSi 
*Mr.  REES :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  has  under  con- 
sideration the  desirability  of  appomting 
an  ArchsBological  Commission  to  report 
upon  the  preservation  of  the  andent 
monuments  and  buildings  in  Wales. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  Yes,  Sir,  and  I  hm 
informed  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Carmarthen  Bozooghs  that  ffis 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  ap- 
point such  a  Commission. 

Major  ANSTRUTHBR-ORAT  :  When 
will  the  Commission  be  appointed  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  That  I  oumot  say. 

Major  ANSTRUTHBR-OBAT  :  Will 
it  be  this  year  t 

Mb.  ASQUITH :  I  hope  so. 
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Irish  Supply. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  can  fix  another 
day  for  the  consideration  of  Irish  Esti- 
mates in  Committee  of  Supply ;  and 
whether  he  will  put  down  as  first  Order 
for  that  day  the  Vote  for  the  Chief 
Secretary's  salary. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  at  present  fix  another  day  for  the 
consideration  of  Irish  Estimates. 

Mr.  LONSDALE :  Why  do  th'^  Govern- 
ment show  such  remarkable  reluctance 
to  discuss  this  Vote  ? 


Mr.  ASQUITH 
ance. 


We  show  no  rluct- 


Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  In  view  of 

the  fact  that  the  condition  of  Ireland, 

as    regards    cattle  -  driving,  is    growing 

steadily  worse 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  completely  contradicting  the 
statement  made  by  the  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  I  certainly 
do  contradict  it. 


Alleged  Foreign  Espionage. 
Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  concerned  are  causing 
mquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  reports 
of  foreign  espionage  in  various  coimties 
in  England ;  and,  if,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  has  confessed  his  inability  to  deal 
with  such  a  state  of  affairs,  if  proved  to  be 
true,  by  any  existing  law,  he  will  consider 
the  necessity  of  introducing  the  necessary 
legislation. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  Government 
Departments  concerned  keep  themselves 
as  fully  informed  in  regard  to  this  matter 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow.  I 
am  not,  as  at  present  advised,  of  opinion 
that  any  fresh  legislation  is  either  neccJi- 
sary  or  practicable. 

Army  Votes- 
Mr.   MORTON:     I   beg  to   ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  can  yet  say 
when  Array  Vote  12  will  be  taken. 


Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  Government 
hope  to  find  another  half  day  for  the 
discussion  of  Army  Votes  ;  but  I  cannot 
yet  say  what  particular  Votes  will  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's):  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  forget  we  are  anxioas 
to  discuss  the  Special  Reserve. 

Appointment  of  Lordi-Lientenant 
Mr.  HUNT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  to  be 
the  custom  that  Lords-Lieutenant  shall 
be  appointed  solely  for  political  reasons  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  by  statute  the 
Lords-Lieutenant  of  counties  are  the  pre- 
sidents of  the  Associations,  it  is  imdor 
these  circumstances  possible  that  the 
formation  of  the  Territorial  Army  can 
be  conducted  on  non-party  lines. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  It  has  been  for  a 
long  time  the  custom  that  Lords-Lieu- 
tenant should  as  a  rule  be  selected  from 
among  supporters  of  the  Government 
of  the  day.  The  new  duties  cast  upon 
Lords-Lieutenant  in  regard  to  the  Terri- 
torial Army  ought  to  be,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  will  be  now,  kept  in  view  in  any 
such  appointments,  but  it  must  not  bo 
forgotten  that  Lords-Lieutenant  have 
other  and  equally  important  functions 
to    discharge. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Was  it 
absolutely  for  political  purposes  that 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  a  Member  of 
the  late  Government,  was  appointed 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Derbyshire  ?  Is  he 
to  be  considered  a  supporter  of  the 
present  Government  ? 

'■■■'a  vj  ■.;  ■ 

[No  Answer  was  returned.]        :  i  / 

Daylight  Saving  Bill. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  the  Government  will  give 
facilities  for  the  passing  this  session  of 
the  DayUght  Saving  Bill,  now  entitled 
the  Local  Time  (Great  Britain  and 
Ireland)  Bill ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Government  will  propose  amendments 
making  clear  that  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  modification  of  time  is  not 
compulsory,    and    substituting    for    the 
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:.In.  ASQriTH:  No,  Sir.  The 
Government  have  no  intention  of  giving 
facilities  for  tlie  passing  of  the  Daylight 
Savinji  Bill. 


IRISH  UNIVERSITIES  HILL. 

Re])orted,    with    Amendments, 
Standing  Committee   C. 


from 


Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
\  e  printed.     [No.  219.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedijigs  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
[No.  219.] 

liill,  as  amended  (by  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion upon  Thursdjiv,  16th  Julv,  and  to 
be   print(>d.     [Bill  *306.] 

SUPPLY  [15th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[^Ir.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 
1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£167,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
<h»frav  the  expense  of  Educational  Ser- 
VH-es,  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment durinsr  the  vear  endijig  on  the  31.:.t 
div  of  March,   1909." 


*Mi:.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) 
said  he  rose  to  move  a  Resolution  in  his 
name,  nr  rather  one  of  two  in  his  name. 
He  w;is  told  lie  could  not  move  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  First  Ix)rd  on  this  Vote, 
but  to  re<Uice  the  Vote,  which  ho  now 
dill.  He  hoped  he  would  be  able  to  show 
that  the  system  of  training  which  had 
been  intn^iuce*!  into  the  Navy,  and  was 
uniTtd  l\v  this  Vote,  was  a  system 
whivhwas  co>tIy  to  the  nation,  and  to 
the  parents  and  guaidians  of  tl.e  >tudints, 
that  it  was  uiideir.oiraiic.  ar^d  there- 
t\  re  inotlicient.  He  had  no  desire  to 
speak  about  naval  ratings  generally,  or  ,  and 
the  changes  which  had  In^on  made  in  the  ,  wanted  to  show  that  the 
Navy  consequent  u^mu  the  change  from  ;  all  those  grades,  Ag^ifptf^^  (^ 


sail  to  stoam,  for  thoy  were  oauide 
the  scope  of  this  Motion.  Neither  did 
be  want  to  go  into  the  matter  wluck 
had  been  alluded  to  as  to  troables  in  high 
places  in  the  Navy,  although  he  beliered 
this  particular  scheme  had  contributed 
somewhat  to  them.  He  did  not  suggest 
for  a  moment  that  anything  of  that  kind 
could  justify  those  troubles,  and  Iw 
cordially  echoed  the  evident  sense  of  the 
House  as  shown  at  Question-time  that 
some  steps  might  be  taken  or  means 
found  whereby  that  sense  of  discipKne 
and  loyalty  which  was  so  neeessan- 
in  all  grades,  and  most  of  all  at  the 
top,  should  be  somehow  reintroduced 
into  the  Navy.  He  regretted  that 
matters  of  naval  administration  shoukl 
be  left  so  much  to  the  expertSL  He 
agreed  that  the  expert  was  a  vahiable 
man,  and  in  his  own  particular  sphere 
they  ought  to  have  great  respect  for  his 
opinion,  but  this  Vote  oovored  a  matter 
which  he  submitted  was  of  infinitelj 
greater  importance ;  it  covered  the 
persMind  of  the  Navy,  and  however 
important  it  might  be  to  have  SDod  ships 
and  good  guns,  and  a  welteqaipped 
Navy,  after  all,  the  men  of  the  Navy  were 
the  most  important  factor ;  and  as  to  the 
conditions  necessary  for  the  training  of  a 
proper  staff  in  the  Navy,  he  sabmitted 
that  the  House  was  not  only  quite  as 
competent  to  form  a  judgment  as  die 
expert,  but,  havinsir^gaid  to  the  fact  that 
hon.  Members  had  come  into  contact  with 
all  phases  of  life  more  or  less  outside  the  . 
Navy,  they  were  even  more  competent  to 
form  a  judgment  than  the  expert.  The 
scheme  to  which  he  took  exoeptkm  was  a 
scheme  for  what  was  called  the  inter 
changeability  of  offioerSi  a  aehemo  which 
they  were  told  had  for  its  object  the 
training  of  oflBcers  to  be  admirals  and 
engineers,  either  or  botl^  and  also 
the  training  of  a  special  class  of  men 
called  mechanicians  for  the*  dkphce- 
ment  of  another  class  called  artifieen^ 
who  up  to  now  had  been 
from  the  workshops  of  tlfte 
and.  so  far  as  he  knew,  had 
factorily  performed  their  duties.  The 
scheme  covered  five  ratings  in  the  Navy 
—the  executive  oflBoers^  Uia  nariae 
ollie^Ts,  the  engineer  offieerst  the  aitifieeiii 
and  the  stokers.  They  might  put  the 
marine  and  engineer  officers  togsAsr, 
reduce  the  number  to  lour.     Hi 
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oificers,  in  a  prejudicial  way.  The 
Bcheme  had  jockeyed  the  engineer  officer 
oat  of  the  service  for  all  practical 
purposes  ;  it  had  reduced  the  artificer  to 
a  mere  engineering  cobbler,  and  while 
leaving  the  great  mass  of  the  stoker  class 
underpaid  and  scurvily  treated,  as  they 
always  had  been,  had  attempted  to  bribe 
a  small  percentage  of  stokers  to  leave 
their  fellows  on  the  chance — the  off- 
chance  it  was — of  getting  promotion.  It 
set  up  immense  and  costly  machinery, 
colleges  and  ships,  to  train  a  class  of 
men  •  for  the  Navy  who  at  present  were 
obtainable  from  outside,  ana  trained  far 
better  than  the  Navy,  in  his  judgment, 
could  train  them.  The  scheme  was 
first  promulgated  in  December,  1902, 
at  a  time  when  Parliament  was  not 
sitting  and  when  no  effective  criticism 
could  be  offered,  but  criticism  was  oflfered 
very  soon  afterwards.  In  March,  1903, 
on  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  a  debate  took  place 
which  was  initiated  by  Mr.  Gibson 
Bowles  on  a  Motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  Sir  John 
Gorst;  and  on  that  occasion  two  dis- 
tinguished men  took  part  in  the  debate. 
One  was  the  late  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  now 
translated  to  another  place,  who  said 
that  the  effect  of  the  scheme  would  be — 

"The  complete  exclusion  of  all  the  un- 
privileged classes  from  the  Navy,  which  all 
paid  for  and  which  belonged  not  to  the 
Admiralty  or  to  naval  officers,  but  to  the 
people  of  the  country  at  large.'* 

The  late  Prime  Minister,  the  late  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Banner  man,  was  no  less 
emphatic  in  his  hostility  to  the  scheme, 
and  said,  as  regarded  positions  which 
had  up  till  then  been  open  to  brains  and 
ability — 

"  That  those  positions  would  be  closed  in 
respect  of  80  or  90  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  Uie  country." 

That  was  just  the  conclusion  he  himself 
had  reached  as  the  result  of  inquiries,  and 
he  wanted  to  submit  to  the  House  that 
the  Government  in  1903  were  not  com- 
mitted to  the  scheme.  The  Douglas 
Committee  three  years  ago  reported  that 
the  Government  were  not  committed 
to  the  scheme,  which  was  only  then  in 
an  experimental  stage.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  two  years  ago  adopted 
that  report,  and  therefore  up  to  then, 
and  as  far  as  he  knew,  right  up  to  now, 
the  Government  were  not  committed  to 


the  scheme  except  in  an  experimental 
manner.  He  brought  the  matter  forward 
not  in  any  narrow  spirit  of  trade  interest^ 
although  he  ought  to  say  that  those  with 
whom  he  was  associated  in  trade  matters 
were  affected  in  an  adverse  way  by  the 
scheme.  He  might  also  say  that  he  had 
been  led  to  inquire  into  the  scheme 
because  of  that  fact,  but  he  had  brought 
it  forward  not  because  his  particular 
trade  was  affected,  but  as  a  matter  of 
broad  public  policy.  He  hoped  he  had 
said  enough  to  show  that  the  scheme  was 
not  a  thing  of  antiquity  ;  it  had  not  any 
deep  roots  in  the  social  life  or  habit« 
of  thought  of  the  people,  but  it  was 
contrary  to  the  habits  or  thought  of  the 
people,  and  up  to  now  it  had  not  been 
accepted  by  the  Government  as  a  settled 
policy.  He  had  said  that  the  scheme 
was  costly,  and  he  would  like  to  state, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  statement 
under  the  Vote  was  a  gross  under- 
estimate of  the  real  facts.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  wilfully 
misleading,  but  it  was  misleading  never- 
theless. It  did  not  include  all  the  items 
that  were,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  items  of 
expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
scheme.  Nothing  appeared  in  this 
Estimate  or  any  other  Estimate  as  to  the 
cost  of  Osborne.  He  believed  Osborne 
was  taken  over  by  the  nation  as  a  gift 
and  in  contravention  of  the  will  of  the 
late  Queen.  And  it  had  been  taken 
over  holus  bolus  for  the  purposes  of 
this  scheme  without  a  halfpenny  being 
charged  for  it.  Then  let  them  take 
Dartmouth  College;  there  they  had  a 
splendidly  equipped  college,  but  he  had 
never  seen  a  halfpenny  charged  for  it. 
It  might  be  charged  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Fund,  but  it  certainly  did  not 
appear  in  this  Vote,  or,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
in  any  other  Navy  Estimates.  Then 
there  were  three  or  four  ships  like  the 
"Indus  *'  at  Portsmouth,  the  "  Fisgeard," 
and  the  "Tinados,"  and  there  might  be 
altogether  ten  ships  at  the  very  least  for 
the  purposes  of  this  scheme.  They  had 
the  cost  of  the  equipment  of  all  these 
ships,  with  scientific  tools  and  apparatus, 
but  so  far  as  he  knew,  not  a  halfpenny 
had  appeared  in  the  Estimates.  But 
worse  still,  there  were  many  men  engaged 
now  in  training — or  torturing — stokers 
and  endeavouring  to  make  fitters  and 
machine-men  out  of  them,  and  a  great 
many  men  for  the  purposes  of  this 
scheme  were  removed  from   their  own 
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duties  in  the  Navy.  The  cost  of  them 
was  spread  all  over  the  Estimates, 
from  one  end  to  the  other — every- 
where but  in  the  place  where  they 
ought  to  be.  The  men  used  for  the 
purposes  of  this  scheme  on  the  "  Indus  " 
alone  amounted  to  an  annual  cost  of 
£3/210,  and  not  a  halfpenny  of  it 
appeared  in  the  £167,000  they  were 
now  discussing.  So  far  as  the  cost  to 
the  nation  w  is  concerned,  it  was  almost 
impo-sibld  to  say  what  that  cost  was, 
but  he  did  not  put  that  forward  as  the 
main  consideration  at  all.  He  now  came 
to  the  cost  to  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  the  students,  which  brought  him  to 
the  kernel  of  the  system,  and  he  found 
in  the  Estimates  for  last  year  an  item 
called  "  Appropriations  in  Aid, "  amount- 
ing to  £56,000.  That  was  in  respect 
to  rather  less  than  800  students,  he 
believed.  It  came  out  to  about  £75 
per  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age,  in 
order  to  equip  him  as  an  officer  of 
the  Navy.  What  was  the  oflfect  of  it 
upon  the  various  classes  in  the  com- 
munity who  desired  to  send  their  sons 
into  the  Navy  1  What  was  the  effect  of 
it  upon  Members  of  this  House?  He 
did  not  suppose  that  any  of  his  colleagues 
of  the  Labour  Party  could  afford  to  send 
their  sons  into  the  Navy.  He  did  not 
know  one  who  could  pay  £75  a  year, 
plus  cost  of  outfit,  pocket-money,  and 
incidental  outlays.  Every  one  of  the 
Labour  Members  was  therefore  barred 
from  sending  his  boys  into  the  Navy 
in  the  hope  of  their  becoming  officers. 
He  supposed  the  same  might  be  said 
of  the  Irish  Members,  and  probably 
of  the  bulk  of  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site. He  maintained  that  beyond  a 
sprinkling  here  and  there,  with  perhaps 
those  on  the  front  benches.  Members  of 
the  House  were  excluded  from  sending 
their  boys  into  the  Navy,  except  as 
f etchers  and  earners  to  the  powers  that 
be.  If  it  was  the  case  with  Members  of 
the  House,  it  was  much  more  so  with 
those  outside.  It  was  quite  obvious  that 
the  late  Sir  Henry  Campbcll-Bannerman 
was  quite  within  the  mark  when  he 
said  that  this  scheme  excluded  between 
^0  and  90  per  cent,  of  the  ix>pula- 
tioii  of  this  country  from  sending 
their  l)oys  into  the  Navy.  What  was 
the  effect  of  that?  It  narrowed  the 
iield  of  selection  from  which  we  could 
draw  these  men ;  and  therefore,  in  so 
far  as  operative,  it  was  to  some  extent 
Mr.  Batnes. 


the    cause,    or  a  contributing  cause  d 
the  present  trouble  in  the  Navy.    He 
knew    that    brains    were    not    alwayi 
found    with    money;    nor  did    he  ay 
that  brains  and  money  did   not  some- 
times go  together.    H!e   did  not  for  a 
moment  say   that    a  man  might  have 
money  and  no  brains,   or  that  a  nun 
might  have  brains  and  no  money.    Then 
was  not  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  a  lot 
of  people  gathered  together.     Bat  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  oufference  between 
them  so  far  as  bringing    together   all 
classes  and  giving  everyone   something 
of  a  fair  show  of  equality  of  opportonity 
in  reaching  these  places  in  the  Navy. 
He  suggested  that  the  new  system  in  the 
Navy  went  in  the  direction   of  taking 
from  those  who  had  little  and  giving 
to    those    who    had    a    surfeit.      What 
was  the  system  that  was  displaced?    He 
was  speaking  now  of  the   officer  chn, 
and  not  of  engineers  and  marines.    The 
system,  so  far  back  as  he  could  go,  wai 
that    executive-officer    rank    was   only 
gained  in  the  Navy  at  an    early  age 
by  nomination — ^by  what  might  be  called 
artificial  selection.    The  boy  only  entered 
the  Navy  bv  way  of  place,  power,  and 
influence   of   some  kind.     He  did  not 
allege  anything  against  the  rich  people 
or  against  the  poor.    The  poor  would 
do  exactly  the  same.    He  meant  to  aay 
that  there  had  been  a  certain  class  in 
the  community  in  a  position  of  place 
and  monopoly,  and  that  position  of  place 
and  monopoly  had  always  been  used  in 
the  interest  of  their  class.     Tt  had  alwayi 
been  so.    Therefore,  he  pointed  oat  that 
the  system  had  been  that  ezecutive^iffioer 
rank  had  only  been  thus  gained  in  the 
Navy.     On  the  other  hand  there  had  been 
a  system  by  which  offioen  <rf  the  lower 
deck    and   engineering  officers   entered 
when   their  eaacation   had   been  more 
or  less   completed,  when  they  reached 
sixteen    or    seventeen    years    <rf    sa 
and  therefore  when  some  sort  of  sensiMe 
test  could  be  applied  to  them.    A  tert 
could  not  be  applied  to  a  boy  twelve 
years   old,    he  could  only  be  taken  by 
some  sort  of  favour.     Rit  a  cbazacter 
test  could  be  applied  to  a  Lid  of  sizteeD, 
and  that  had  been  applied  in  the  cue 
of  4  engineering    officers    in    the    Navy. 
Moreover,  there  had  been  an  infmion 
of  young  men  from  the  dockyaid  woA- 
shops  and    schools    who    had  gone  to 
Kcyham  and  into  the  naval  aem' 
the  result  of  schohrshipai    These ; 
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men  had  to  pass  through  the  dock- 
ytad  workshop,  and  many  of  those  who 
csme  oat  with  distinction  were  the  sons 
of  men  with  moderate  means,  and  some 
of  the  highest  places  in  the  Navy  had 
been  reached  by  sharp  lads,  sons  of  work- 
ing-class parents  who  had  passed  out  of 
the  dockyard  workshops.  Some  of  the 
makers  of  our  modem  Navy  had  come 
from  that  class.  The  late  Chief  Con- 
structor in  the  dockyards,  Sir  William 
White,  the  late  Chief  Engineer,  and  the 
present  Director-General  were  dockyard 
Doys.  Now,  what  had  taken  place? 
While  retaining  the  dockyard  worksho])6 
and  schools  in  the  dockyards — for  which 
there  were,  he  believed,  some  four  or  five 
thousand  pounds  on  the  Estimates  this 
year — from  which  good  men,were  obtained, 
they  were  closing  the  avenue  by  which 
these  could  enter  the  Navy  as  engineer 
officers.  Why  had  that  been  done  Y  No 
suggestion  had  been  made  that  the 
engineer  officers  had  not  been  efficient 
so  far.  Nothing  of  the  sort  had  been 
stated,  but  they  had  grown  up  under 
a  system  under  which  all  the  power  had 
been  reserved  to  the  executive  officers. 
He  knew  that  they  could  not  have 
two  executive  officers — one  on  the 
bridge  and  the  other  in  the  engine-room. 
But  the  engineers  had  grown  up  under  a 
system  not  only  under  which  executive 
power  had  been  reserved  to  the  bridge 
man,  but  under  which  the  engineer  officer 
bad  been  made  to  feel  a  sense  of  in- 
"feriority,  and  had  been  treated — or 
thought  he  was  treated — as  of  social  as  well 
as  financial  inferiority.  Instead  of  bridg- 
ing that  over  by  making  the  executive  rank 
open  to  the  engineer  officer  or  those  of 
his  class,  the  same  barrier  which  had 
hitherto  been  placed  against  him  gaining 
•executive  rank  had  now  been  raised 
against  him,  under  the  new  system,  of 
gaiHing  engineering  rank.  Competition 
liad  been  abolished,  the  entry  of 
•engineer  boys  of  comparatively  mature 
age  had  been  abolished,  and  in 
jplace  of  that  they  had  immaturity, 
patronage,  and  class  interest,  and  all 
that  these  involved.  What  was  the 
reason  for  that  t  He  found  that  in  the 
Memorandum  of  1902  it  was  stated  that 
the  Admiralty  wanted — 

"  To  bring  back  that  homogeneity  in  the 
Navy  which  existed  in  the  time  of  sails,*' 

and  that  that  was  to  be  done  by — 

"First,  a  commom  training,  and    common 
«ntry,   and    common  instruction  to  all    who 

VOL.  CXCI.    [Fourth  Semes.J 


!  were  to  command  the  ship ;  and,  second,  by 
inuring  the  naval  officer  to  the  sea  from  tht 
I  earliest  possible  moment.** 

They  might  as  well  talk  about  bringing 
saib  back  to  the  Navy  altogether  as  bring- 
ing back   the  conditions  that  prevailed 
under  sails.  Sails  had  entirely  disappeared 
from  the  Navy,  and  almost  completely 
;  from  the  mercantile  marine.     Whht  had 
the  engineer  to  do  with  the  command  of 
'  the  ship  t     He  did  not  want  to  command 
'  the  ship,  and  he  could  not  do  it  if  he 
I  wanted.    They  were  told  that  the  new 
system  involved  interchangeability  and 
standardisation.      It     seemed     to     him 
that    those     long     words     were     mere 
cloaks  for  reactionary   humbug,  merely 
;  attempts     to      cover     up     educational 
I  nakedness     by     long-winded      phrases. 
j  What  had   an  engineer  to  do  with  sea 
character  ?     As  a  matter  of  fact  many  of 
•  the  engineers   on   all    the    great  liners 
were  men  who  came  out  of  the  locomotive 
'  departments  of  engineering  works,  and 
who  in    many    cases    never   caught   a 
glimpse  of  the  sea  till  they  had  reached 
man's  estate.      The  object  of  the   new 
■  system  was    not    to    give    the    men  a 
i  sea  character  but  an  Admiralty  character, 
so  that  they  could  be  relied  upon  to  say 
I  "  ditto "  to  anything  that  Admirals   or 
I  hon.  Gentlemen  on   the    front  benches 
might     say.       Let     the     House     take 
this  idea  of  interchangeability.     A  lad 
of  twelve  years  of  age  was  drafted  from 
school  into  the  Navy  on  the  understand- 
ing that  he  might  become  an  Admiral 
or  an  engineer,  or  both  or  neither.    They 
stuffed  his  head  with  gunnery,  navigation, 
international  law,  engineering  in  all  its 
branches,    hydraulics,     electricity,     and 
mechanical  science  generally,  up  to  the  age 
of  twenty.    At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began 
to  specialise.    One  went  to  engineering, 
more  or  less  by  compulsion  ;  he  would  not 
go  by  choice ;  and  another  went  to  the 
bridge.     It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  a  trained  engineer  in 
that  way.     It  was  a  crazy  idea.     They 
could    standardise    or    interchange    the 
different  parts  of  a  motor  car ;  they  conld 
standardise  a  crank-pin  ;  but  they  could 
not  interchange  a  crank-pin  with  a  piston 
rod.     It  was  just  as  absurd  to  try   to 
interchange  a  captain  with  an  engineer 
as  it  would  be  to  interchange  a  captain 
with  a  chaplain,  or  a  powder-monkey  with 
a  printer.     Let  the  House  consider  the 
changes     constantly     taking     place     in 
engineering  and  in  naval  science.    S<mi0 
3  N 


1691  Supply.  {COMMONS} 

of  those  lads  specialised  at  the  age  of : 
twenty-one  went  as  captain  and  the 
other  as  engineer,  the  idea  being  that 
in  the  event  of  need  afterwards,  a  man 
might  suddenly  be  converted  from  an 
engineer  into  a  captain  or  from  a  com- 
mander into  an  engineer.  If  the  captain 
got  killed  the  engineer  was  to  be  called 
out  of  the  stokehole  to  go  on  the  bridge 
or  vice  versa.  The  whole  thing  was 
preposterous.  Engineering  was  constantly 
getting  more  intricate  and  complicated, 
so  that  an  engineer  on  shore  only  followed 
part  of  it.  How  could  a  man  who  had 
been  at  sea  for  ten  years,  oven  supposing 
he  had  specialised,  be  expected  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  all  the  develop- 
ments of  engineering  science  as  well  as 
naval  science  1  A  race  of  giants  would 
be  needed  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  that 
kind ;  and  the  methods  by  which  these 
boys  of  twelve  were  selected  and  trained 
were  not  methods  which  would  produce 
giants.  Far  from  these  boys  being  above 
the  average  ability  they  would  be  below 
it.  They  were  taken  away  from  other 
l)oya  destined  for  other  callings, 
separated  from  the  life  of  the  nation, 
and  made  a  class  apart,  with  all  the 
slackness  that  such  separation  involved. 
They  would  have  no  idea  as  to  what 
calling  they  would  follow  in  life.  They 
would  be  thrust  into  a  calling,  not  from 
the  free  choice  which  a  boy  mitj;ht  make. 
He  had  up  till  now  s^wken  of  the  scheme 
a.s  it  affected  the  top  of  the  profession ; 
he  wanted  now  to  come  a  little  lower  down 
in  the  scale  to  the  engine-room  artificers. 
The  man  at  the  top  would  be  a  jack  of  all 
trades  and  a  master  of  none.  Therefore 
one  would  have  thought  that  provision 
would  have  been  made  for  l^etter 
men  a  little  lower  down  so  that  it  would 
be  an  engineer  who  would  attend  to 
the  practical  work  that  had  to  be  done 
while  the  sui)erior  person  was  strutting 
al)()Ut  in  gold  lace  and  sword.  They  had 
nol  got  a  better  man.  The  Navy  had  the 
best  engineer  operatives  to  draw  from  in 
tlie  whole  world.  He  had  been  to  America 
and  to  various  con tinent;il  nations  and  on 
board  their  ships,  and  ho  found  engineers 
out  of  the  British  workshops  in  positions 
of  great  responsibility  and  power  not  only 
as  artificers  ]>ut  *is  engineer  oflicors  in  the 
American  Navy.  These  men  were 
obtiiined  by  our  Navy  at  no  cost  at  all. 
These  men  had  put  in  their  time  in  the 
workshops  and  the  technical  colleges. 
Many  of  them  were  men  of  natural 
Mr.  Barnes. 
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aptitude,  and  the  men  who  came  oat  of 
our    workshops    and   technical  collem 
were  the  best  operatiyea  in  the  wond. 
These  men  were  got  for  nothing.    They 
were  invited  to  join,  they  came  freely  for 
the  Service.    Workpeo^e  had  struggled 
to  give  their  lads  this  trade  at  a  cost 
for  each  which  he  estimated  at   from 
£150  to  £200,  and  they  had  been  placed 
I  at  the  disposal  of  the  country.      They 
;  joined   the   Navy  at  twenty-two  yean 
of    age   and   there   were    now    in   the 
Navy   some    4,000    of    them.     He  dU 
not  know  what   fault   could    be   found 
with  them.     They  had  been  the  subject 
of  commendation   in  high   quarters  for 
'  their  ability  and  loyaltv  and  discipline. 
The    only    reason    he    had    heud    for 
making  a  change  was   one  which  was 
\  incautiously    disclosed    by   a     Member 
above  the  gangway    last  year.     "The 
object  of  the  scheme,"  he  said,  ''was to 
get  free  from  the   outside    pressure  d 
trade  imions."    Here  was  the  same  spirit 
as  was  manifested  all  through;  instead 
of  a  disposition  to  rectify  grievances,  they 
found  simply  a  bull-headed  assertion  oJE 
class    rights    and    a    determination   to 
regard  these  men  as  mere  dumb  inarticn* 
late  fetchers  and  carriers  to  the  powen 
that  be  or  that  this  scheme  would  nuJw 
them  so.     The  artificers  were  to  be  super- 
seded by  two  classes.    The  fint  of  thes^ 
was     the    boy    artificers'    class.     The 
Admiralty  was  to  train  bojrs  to  toke  the 

? laces  of  the  artificers,  or  some  of  them, 
'ossibly  a  boy  might  be  so  trained  if  ho 
were  taken  young  enough,  though  the 
chances  were  against  his  being  made  as 
efficient  as  some  one  trained  outside^ 
because  his  experience  would  not  be  so 
wide.  These  young  men  wbo  joined  at 
twenty-two  years  of  age  had  got  their 
variea  experiences,  and  there  was  a 
spirit  of  comradeship  amongthem  thai 
dispersed  that  experience.  TThe  Admir- 
alty, however,  had  a  perfect  right  to 
train  a  boy,  but  the  money  spent 
for  this  purpose  was  sheer  wastCi  u 
the  proper  material  could  be  had 
without  any  such  eznendituxe.  As 
to  the  new  clan  to  be  trained  u 
mechanicians,  he  observed  that  it  wiSt 
generally  speaking,  impossible  to  make 
men  without  previous  experience  of 
engineering  mecbanidans  at  twenty-six 
or  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  In  the. 
"  Indus  "  last  year  127  men  were  oodv 
training.  As  far  as  he  coold  gither,  it 
cost,  in  one  way  and  another,  nearij 
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£30,000    to    train    them.     For     1,000 
mechanioians  and   1,000    boy   artificers 
the    cost    of    training    would    amount 
to    nearly    £1,000,000.      This    money 
was    not    only     wasted,   but    involved 
the    Navy    in   risks   which    ought    not 
to  be  run.     For  efficiency  as  an  engineer 
and  mechanic,  not  only  manual  skill,  but 
the  intuitive  faculties,  which  only  came 
to  development  in  the  formative  period  of 
the  mind,  were  required.     A  man  in  the 
mercantile  marine  before  he  could  go  to 
sea,  and  do  full  duty,  must  serve  four 
years      as    a     mechanic,     and,     before 
getting  leave  to  compete  in    his    first 
examination     for    competence    to    take 
charge  of  engines,  must  serve  at  least  a 
year  at  sea ;  and  if  it  was  necessary  for  the 
mercantile  marine,  how  much  the  more 
necessary  should  it  be  for  the   Navy. 
He  was  stren^hened  in  his  opinion   by 
something    that    had     recently    arisen. 
In  the  "  Irresistible  "  recently  one  of  these 
men  opened  a  certain  valve-box  which 
admitted     water,    in     ignorance     that 
another  valve  was  open  under  the  water- 
line,  and  the   result  was  that  the  ship 
narrowly  escaped    foundering.     It  had 
been  said  that  the  mechanician  class  would 
give    opportunities  of    advancement  to 
the  stoker.     The  statement  he  believed 
to    be   an    afterthought.      The   scheme 
could  not  affect  more  than  10  percent,  of 
the  stokers.     At  the  outside  only  2,000  or 
3,000  men  in  the  stoker  rating  could  be 
advanced,  and  this  over  a  number  of  years. 
Not  more  than  one- tenth  of  those  could 
be  advanced  in  any  one  year,  and  this 
was  an   infinitesimal  fraction  of  30,000, 
which  was  their  total  number.     He  was 
not  against  stokers'  advancement.     On 
the  contrary,  he  was  in  favour  of  it,  and, 
in  conjunction  with  others,  he  had  pointed 
out  to  the  Admiralty  positions  to  which 
they  could  be  promoted  and  which  did 
not  involve  technical  knowledge  or  manual 
skill.     But  the  stokers  wanted  more  pay, 
and  they  were  entitled  to  it,  instead  of 
which  they  were  being  foisted  off  with  the 
mere  dregs  of  this  wretched  class  scheme. 
He  was  very  glad  to  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity   of    putting    this    matter    before 
the  House,  and  in  conclusion  he  would 
express  the  view  that  the  scheme  was  one 
which   put   place   and   power   into   the 
hands  of  people  with  money,  and  prevented 
people    without    money    from  obtaining 
those  positions  to  which  they  had  a  perfect 
right  if  they  were  properly  qualified  to 


fill  them.    He  believed  this  had  been 
the   cause  of   a  good  deal  of    friction 
already — friction    which    was    a    source 
of  weakness  and  discredit  to  the  Navy 
at  the  present  moment.    He  hoped  that 
hon.    Grentlemen    opposite    would  assist 
hon.  Members  on  the  Labour    Benches 
by    seeing    to    it    that     their     public 
posts   were   not  preserved   as  they  had 
hitherto  been,  for  people  who   belonged 
to  the  classes  who  had  money  and   posi- 
tion, and  who  had  the  ear  of  those  in 
authority.     He  hoped  that  hon.  Members 
would  assist  them  in  seeing  that  so  far  as 
was   humanly   possible   these    positions 
not  only  in  the  Navy,  but  in  all  the  public 
services,    were   left   open   to    brain  and 
ability,  wherever  brain  and  ability  were 
to  be  found.     He  had   merely  touched 
the  fringe  of  the  subject,  had  merely 
peeped  into  a  vast  region  which  would 
yet  have  to  be  explored  by  those  who 
wanted    reform    of    our   administrative 
departments.     He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty would  give  attention  to  what  might 
be    said   in  this    discussion.     He  could 
assure  him  that  he  himself  meant  business 
in   this  matter.    He  wanted  an  inquiry 
by  some  independent  body  of  men,  and 
not  men  in  the  Navy.    He  was  not  going 
to  be  palmed  off  by  some  report  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  received 
from  the  Admiralty,  or  from  any  officer 
connected  with  the  Navy.    He  wanted 
an  independent  inquiry  into  the  actual 
working  out  of  this  scheme  by  men  who 
had    a    practical    knowledge    of    these 
matters.     If  he  did  not  get  that,  he  should 
certainly  divide  the  House  in  order  to 
see  how  many  there  were  present  who 
would   place   efficiency   before   anything 
else,  and  who  would  see  to  it,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  done,  that  everybody  had 
fair  play  and  no  favour. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  '^  That 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  £106,900,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr, 
Barnes.) 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis)  said>e 
rose  to  support  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Blackfriars  Division,  who  had  attacked 
this  scheme  in  a  speech  of  conspicuous 
ability.  The  hon.  Member  and  himself 
were  in  the  same  difficulty  in  appealing  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  in 
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«ittacking  this  principle  of  interchange- 
iftbility;  for  the  House  well  knew  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  himself  was  a 
conspicuous  exampleofinterchangeability, 
having  accepted  three  most  important 
posts  in  the  Government  in  succession. 
But  their  very  point  was  this,  that  they 
were  not  all  geniuses  ;  that  they  had  to 
deal  with  the  average  officer.  They  all 
knew  that  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  had 
extensive  political  merits,  and  that  he 
was  equal  to  almost  any  task  he  under- 
took. In  the  scheme  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  attacked,  they  had  first  of 
all  to  consider  the  motives  with  which  it 
was  introduced.  They  knew  that,  at  the 
time  it  was  brought  forw^ard,  by  a  process 
of  discreditable  rigging,  nearly  every 
pressman  who  would  write  up  the  scheme 
was  in  full  possession  of  all  its  details. 

*The  chairman  :  I  think  the  in- 
ception of  the  scheme  is  rather  ancient 
history.  What  we  are  dealing  with  is 
the  scheme  itself. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  understood  we 
were  to  have  a  general  discussion  on  the 
scheme. 

♦The  chairman  :  But  not  the  past 
history.  The  discussion  is  upon  the 
scheme  of  education,  as  applicable  to  the 
Estimates  of  1908-9. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  said  l.e  would  confine 
himself  to  this  year's  Estimate,  and 
pass  on  to  the  fact  that  into  this  scheme 
there  had  been  no  inquiry  of  any  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Croydon,  when  he  was  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  was  asked  whether  any 
of  the  admirals  at  sea  had  been  con- 
sulted as  to  the  scheme  of  education 
that  was  being  discussed.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  answer  on  that  occasion 
was  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
consult  them,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  by  their  constitution, 
were  perfectly  competent  to  construct 
such  a  scheme  without  consulting  any 
of  the  sea  officers.  It  was  perfectly 
true  they  had  that  right,  because  all 
those  officers  were  gaining  experience 
at  sea,  and  sooner  or  later  would  have  to 
administer  the  scheme  on  being  recruited 
by  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  The  right 
Mr.  Bellairs. 
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hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon 
had  only  a  few  months  before    stated 
that  the  Sea  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  hid 
no  time  to  consider  the  matter  ;  he  bad 
stated  that  in  the  House.     If  they  had 
no  time  to  consider  it,  surely  it  was  the 
right  thing  to  have  an  inquiry  before  a 
scheme   of  such  importance  was  intro- 
duced.   Lord  Esher  had  stated  that  the 
facts  had  all  been  adumbrated  by  the 
First     Sea    Lord     before     even     they 
arrived    at    the    Board    of    Admiralty. 
Therefore,  the  scheme  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  was  the  scheme  of  the  First 
Sea  Lord.    This  was  the  scheme  which 
was  flung  at  the  head  of  the  country,  as 
his  hon.  friend  had  pointed  out,  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  1902.    They  had  to  consider 
the    state    of  afEairs  when    the  scheme 
was    introduced.    Was    there    at   that 
time,  anything  wrong  with  the  Navr? 
As  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  pointed  out, 
the    engineers   were    the    best   possible 
engineers,  and  they  had  the  knowledge 
that  the  Navy  stood  in  need  of  reform. 
He    himself  was  at  that  time  writing 
articles  in  The  Times,  and  in  magaanes, 
urging  reform;   and  in  reply  to  those 
articles.  Lord  Selbome  gave  his  own  im- 
pressions about  the  state  of  the  Navy  at 
that  time,  and  said  on  the  authority  of  the 
admirals,  captams,  and  seamen,  that  ther 
were*unanimously  of  opinionthat^he  train- 
ing of  the  officers  and  men  oould  hardly  be 
improved,  except  in  matters  of  detail 
That  was  the  opinion  of  the  First  Lend 
who  had  sanctioned  these  enormous  and 
stupendous  changes.  In  his  Hemorandnm 
of  April,  1902,  Lord  Selbome  reaffirmed 
that  opinion.    The  reforms  which  naval 
officers  were  advocating  at  that  time  wen 
the  improvement  of  gunnery  i  nd  of  set- 
manship  by  greater  concentration  upon 
those  subject^! ;  but  he  did  not  see  hov 
they  were  goin^  to  improve  either  gumieiT 
or  seamanship  by  taking  away  a  numba 
of  officers  to  spend  3')  per  cent,  of  theii 
time  in  the  engine-room.  A  lad  entered  the 
training  ship  at  thirteen  yean  of  age 
and  the  Navy  at    seventeen-and-thvee- 
quarter  years  of  age.    He  spent  a  hige 
amount  of  his  time  in  leamintf  engineeruigr 
and  when  he  got  afloat  he  had  to  spend 
30  per  cent,  of  his  time  down  ill  the 
engine-room.    He  was  flras  tikn  avaj 
from  gunnery,  and  he  eMiiSfy  wodd 
not  be  improved  eitker  ili"|_ 
seamanship  in  that  way.    1^ 
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were  described  by  Sir  John  Fisher  him- 
self as  "stupendous."  They  were  de- 
scribed by  Lord  Selbome  as  amounting 
to  a  "revolution."  They  had  since 
heard  them  described  by  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  the  fonner  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  the  present  Government,  as 
"  experimental."  In  those  three  words 
they  got  the  description  of  these  enormous 
changes  —  "  stupendous,"  "  revolution- 
ary," "experimental."  Yet,  though 
the  changes  were  thus  described,  they 
had  been  unable  hitherto  to  get  any 
inquiry.  His  hon.  friend  had  said  he 
intended  to  go  to  a  division  unless  hope 
was  held  out  that  an  inquiry  of  some 
description  would  be  instituted.  They 
did  not  wish  to  tie  down  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  least  as  to  what  was  to 
be  the  form  of  the  inquiry.  He  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied  if  the  Government 
would  state  that  the  inquiry  was  to  be  an 
impartial  one.  He  would  be  quite 
willing  that  it  should  be  secret 
if  they  would  guarantee  that  it 
was  impartial ;  but  he  claimed  that 
in  order  to  avoid  all  these  conceptions 
which  were  afloat  amongst  officers,  all 
those  criticisms  which  they  were  con-  i 
stantly  having,  and  which  spoiled  dis- 
cipline in  the  Navy,  they  ought  to 
have  an  inquiry  of  some  sort.  In  the 
service  there  were  three  great  branches — 
the  engineers,  who  dealt  with  the  engines ; 
the  executive  branch,  who  dealt  with  the 
ship ;  and  the  marines.  Each  branch 
was  absolutely  distinct  and  separate. 
The  engineer  was  down  below,  and  it  took 
four  or  five  minutes  to  descend  to  the 
place  where  he  worked.  His  whole 
training  was  one  of  the  ear,  and  the 
acuteness  of  his  hearing  was  brought  to 
such  a  pitch  that  he  could  at  once  tell 
whether  anything  was  wrong  with  the 
machinery.  The  men  on  deck  had 
external  work — sometimes  taking  obser- 
vations of  the  heavenly  bodies  among  their 
other  duties.  He  had  always  to  use  his 
eyes,  while  the  engineer  worked  by  the 
ear.  In  the  marines,  they  had  a  body 
of  men  who  had  been  described  by  Lord 
St.  Vincent  as  the  **  sheet  anchor  "  of 
England,  and  whose  discipline  was  even 
finer  than  that  of  the  blue-jackets.  The 
upshot  of  the  policy  of  the  Admiralty, 
with  these  disputes  in  regard  to  the  officers, 
must  ultimately  and  inevitably  result  in 
the  disbandment  of  the  corps.     That  was 


certainly  borne  out  by  the  evidence  of 
many  witnesses.  There  was  not  an 
Army  officer  in  the  House  who  would  not 
bear  him  out  in  saying  that,  when  they 
came  to  try  the  scheme  and  made  the 
executive  officers  wear  the  uniform  of  the 
Navy,  and  go  as  temporary  specialists  in 
charge  of  the  Marines,  they  would  not  be 
real  officers  o{  the  corps,  and  the  in- 
evitable result  would  be  that  a  fine 
body  of  about  17,000  men  would  be 
reduced  by  about  3,000,  and  ulti- 
mately disbanded  altogether.  The  argu- 
ment had  been  used  that  the 
same  class  of  men  formerly  worked  the 
motive  power  as  worked  the  guns,  but 
when  they  had  men  below  deck  the  two 
classes  were  separate  and  distinct.  The 
seamen  were  on  deck  and  could  control 
the  guns  as  well  as  the  masts  and  sails, 
which  they  had  to  work  according  as 
the  wind  varied,  and  in  order  to  bring 
the  guns  to  bear.  Therefore,  there  was 
then  every  reason  for  an  interchange 
between  the  guns'  crews  and  the  men 
working  the  motive  power,  but  now  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  slightest  inter- 
change. The  men  down  in  the  engine 
room  were  not  exposed  to  shot  and  shell 
at  all.  The  whole  history  of  modern 
warfare  proved  that  they  were  completely 
protected  by  the  protective  deck.  The 
only  casuality  that  could  come  to  them 
was  if  the  ship  sank,  and  then  the  question 
did  not  arise  whether  they  wanted  to 
reinforce  the  motive  power.  He  passed 
to  some  of  the  arguments  which  were 
used  last  year,  and  the  year  before,  by 
advocates  of  the  scheme  on  the  front 
benches,  loth  of  which  he  regretted  to 
say  were  more  or  less  responsible.  The 
argument  was  used  that  the  executive 
class  of  deck  officer  absorbed  the  naviga- 
tion branch.  They  did.  There  was 
every  reason  for  absorbing  the  naviga- 
tion branch.  They  had  to  navigate 
and  handle  the  ship  in  precisely  the  same 
way  as  the  executive  branch  did  their 
work  on  the  bridge  and  on  deck.  They 
were  subject  to  be  shot  in  action,  and 
they  wanted  other  men  to  relieve  them. 
The  work  was  seamanship,  and  was  exactly 
similar  work  to  that  which  the  executive 
officers  were  always  performing,  and  they 
had  sooner  or  later  to  absorb  them. 
There  was  no  parallel  whatever  between 
the  executive  deck  officers  absorbing  the 
navigation  branch  and  the  deck  officers 


\c/yj  Swpplif.  {COMMONS) 

a^/v/rbiri(r  the  engineer  branch  and  be- 
'orriirig  Hhii^uie^.TA,  Th^n  it  was  akM>  said 
th  r  th^y  had  j(unnery  and  t^irpedo 
Mfi*rriali=tt.H.  and  there  waH  no  reaswrn  why 
they  nhould  not  have  exeriitive  officers,  not 
only  for  ijunnery  and  torjjedo  work,  hut  for 
^-n((i  nee  ring  work,  in  the  .name  way. 
Jiijt  did  hi.s  hon.  friends  who  used  that 
argiirnent  realiite  what  gunner}'  and 
torfiedo  work  was  ?  To  \te  a  torpedo 
Hln-t-AitVint  waH  aH  a  drop  in  the  ocean, 
compared  with  l^eing  a  first  da.SH  engineer. 
1'he  fir-tt  r-la^H  engineer  had  the  training 
of  a  lifetime.  All  executive  officers  had 
to  know  gunnery  and  torpedo.  The  only 
difFen*nr'e  wan  that  gunnery  and  torpedo 
hjjeria lints  went  through  a  more  ad- 
Vfiiired  rour.se.  Not  only  that,  hut  the 
gunnery  and  torjiedo  Hj>eciali.st  remained 
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sumably  the  hon.  Member  for  Fardum 
would  put  him  in  diAi)ge  of  a  ^^Dreid- 
nought''  and  find  out  bv  expenencc 
and  if  his  boat  was  lost  would  put  np  to 
his  memory  a  tablet  with  the  insciip- 
tion  :  "  He  was  fouid  uifit  to  command 
a  ship  at  a  cost  of  £4,000,000  to  the 
taxpayer."  The  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty in  ld06  said  the  sole  reason  for 
the  introduction  of  the  scheme  was  that 
there  was  a  want  of  unity  between  the 
three  branches  of  the  service.  He 
absolutely  denied  that  statement.  He 
had  never  heard  of  want  of  nnity  between 
the  marines  and  the  execntive  branch, 
and  as  regarded  the  engineers  it  was 
enormously  exaggerated.  It  had  never 
interfered  with  the  relations  in  the  ward 
room  mess  or  the  gun  room  mess.  They 
a  nearnan,  and  did  watrh-keeping  duties,  ',  had  grievances,  but  that  was  not  a 
HO  that  the  ca.-e  of  the  engineer  was  reason  for  doing  away  with  them  alto- 
tot  ally   different.     They    would   not    be  '  gether,  but  for  patiently  inquiring  into 


a  hie  to  bring  the  engineer  on  deck  to 
tak<*  watrh -keeping  duties  because  he 
would  U*  attending  to  his  engine  room 
duties.  Then,  finally,  it  was  said  to  be 
extremely  hard  lines  that  under  the  old 
Hrhenie  an  engineer  commander  could 
nr>t  command  a  ship.  His  hon.  friend 
liad  dealt  with  that  point  pretty  fully. 
The  engineer  was  an  engineer.  The 
command  of  a  ship  was  a  totally  distinct 


the  grievances  and  remedjing  them.  It 
was  not  a  reason  for  revolutionising 
a  great  service  by  what  had  officiaDj 
been  described  as  a  stupendous  revdn- 
tionary  experiment.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  he  knew  it  was  the  intention  in  con- 
nection with  this  scheme  to  dish  tlie 
engineering  agitation  which  was  sub- 
Hcribed  to  by  about  sixty  Members  of 
Parliament.    Many  of  the  points  which 


thing.  Ife  did  not  feel  any  grievance  j  they  contended  for  were  legitimate 
thiit.  he  could  not  l>e  King  of  England, ;  grievances.  There  were  the  questions 
and  he  did  not  think  naval  officers  had    of  pay  and  promotion,  and  these  could 


felt  it  a  grievance  that  their  warlike 
training  and  their  knowledge  of  arma- 
ments j)revent<ul  them  from  becrom- 
ing  Archbishop  of  (.'anterbury.  The 
profeHsioii  of  engineering  and  the 
j)n»fcHHion  of  connnanding  a  ship  were 
as  distinct  as  the  profession  of  arma- 
ment h  and  the  duties  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Kareliam  said  last  year  that  if  an  officer 
did  not  show  an  aptitude  for  commanding 
a  shij)  at.  any  time  it  was  obvious  that 
he  would  not  get  a  command.  But  how 
were  they  going  to  find  out  '{  Jji  answer 
to  a  Qu<'stion  the  Admiralty  stated  that 
th<^  temj)orary  (^iigineer  Hj)ecialiHt  for  the 
executive  branch  renuiined  an  engineer 
for  alxMit  fourteen  years  and  would 
then  revert  as  command<'r,  to  command 
a  siiij)  if  necessary.  How  were  they 
going  it)  find  out  whether  such  a  man 
after  fourteen  years  work  in  the  engine 
room  was  fit  to  commajid  a  ship  ?  Pre- 
Alr.  Bellairs. 


have  been  met  without  any  revolutionary 
experiment.    He  had  heard  that  by  tUs 
scheme  they  made  500  marine  officeit 
available  for  watch-keeping  duties.    But 
they  did  not  do  it  by  this  scheme,  though 
it  was  perfectly  sinij^e  to  do,  and  it  was 
being  done  now.    The  Admiralty  were 
wisely  making  much  more  use  of  marine 
officers  and  giving  them  emcutive  dutiet 
to  do  in  their  spare  time.    In  regard 
to      artificers,      they      were      making 
three    classes.     They  would    have  the 
boy  artificers,   the  skiUed  recruits,  and 
the   stoker   mechanicians.    These   three 
classes  were  to  do  one  job.    Tet  they 
had  introduced  a  scheme  for  the  sake  of 
unity  of  the  service  by  which  they  sup- 
pressed three  totally  distinct  branehes 
and  had  one  class  to  do  three  distincl 
jobs,  vis.,  handling  the  ships^  hmtMJIing  the 
engines,  and  handling  the  troopa.    For 
these  they  created  one  daas,  and  under 
the  very  same  scheme  they   did  away 
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^th  the  system  of  doing  the  engine-room 
-watch-keeping  duties  by  the  artificer  and 
introduced  two  other  classes — stoker 
mechanics  and  boy  artificers.  Were  they 
-going  to  increase  the  unity  of  the  service 
Iby  that  method  ?  They  dissatisfied  the 
artificers  who  were  satisfied  before  the 
6cheme  was  introduced,  and  they  intro- 
duced an  inefiicient  class  of  stoker 
mechanicians  who  would  before  the 
scheme  was  very  much  older  be  respon- 
sible, he  was  confident,  for  many  other 
disasters  besides  that  of  the  "  Irresistible." 
His  hon.  friend  had  referred  to  the 
system  of  entry,  and,  as  he  had  pointed 
out,  there  was  a  system  of  nomina- 
tion for  the  executive  branch,  but 
for  the  other  classes,  marines  and 
engineers,  they  had  open  competition. 
All  that  open  competition  was  swept 
away.  The  Navy  was  divorced  from  the 
schools  of  the  country.  Only  those  who 
educated  boys  under  thirteen  would  now 
supply  officers.  They  cut  them  off  from 
the  technological  schools,  the  public 
schools,  and  the  grammar  schools  of  the 
country  by  this  scheme.  Then  they  gave 
an  education  in  the  colleges,  which  his  hon. 
iriend  very  much  imderstated,  because  he 
merely  gave  them  the  fees  for  education. 
The  amount  which  the  parent  had  to  pay 
was  from  £550  to  £600  for  four  years, 
and  he  had  to  provide  the  uniform  at  the 
-end  of  the  four  years.  When  the  scheme 
^as  introduced  The  Times  described  it 
as  a  democratic  scheme  under  which 
either  the  cook's  son  or  the  duke's  son 
could  present  himself  at  the  common 
avenue  of  entry.  There  were  some 
millionaires  in  that  House,  but  he  did  not 
believe  they  paid  their  cooks  enough  to 
•enable  them  to  put  their  sons  into  the 
Navy  at  that  cost.  They  did  not  make 
the  scheme  democratic  by  giving  a 
common  avenue  of  entry.  They  had  a 
common  avenue  of  entry  into  Heaven, 
but  8t.  Peter  was  at  the  gate  exercising 
the  power  of  selection.  They  had  been 
told  it  was  more  difficult  for  a  rich  man 
to  enter  Heaven  than  to  pass  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle.  It  was  harder  now 
for  a  poor  man  to  get  his  son  into  the 
Navy  for  any  one  of  the  three  branches 
than  for  a  "  Dreadnought "  to  pass 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle.  St.  Vincent, 
one  of  the  greatest  Admirals  we  had  ever 
had,  who  was  so  poor  that  he  had  to  mend 
Lis   own  boots,  and^the  parson's  son, 
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Nelson,  had  to  present  themselves  at  the 
common  avenue  of  entry,  but  they 
could  not  possibly  get  up  this  avenue. 
That  was  what  was  given  to  the  country 
as  a  democratic  scheme,  but  there 
was  nothing  democratic  about  it  from 
beginning  to  end.  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
when  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  said 
that  wh  .t  the  Navy  needed  was  a  period 
of  rest.  That  was  so ;  but  periods  of 
rest  were  also  periods  of  inquiry.  They 
were  not  asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  change  the  scheme,  but  they  were 
asking  for  an  impartial  inquiry  into  the 
scheme  itself.  It  was  not  a  scheme 
which  affected  the  present,  and  they 
were  asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  inquire  into  the  scope  and  effect  of 
the  scheme  so  that  they  might  know  the 
position  some  years  hence.  No  nation 
had  copied  us  in  this  matter,  and  the 
only  other  Navy  which  had  such  a  scheme 
was  the  American,  in  which  it  had 
been  a  failure.  The  Minister  responsible 
said  the  artificers  would  be  the  future 
engineers.  The  very  Admiral  who  was 
responsible,  Admiral  Evans,  had  issued 
a  Eeport  conmienting  in  the  strongest 
terms  on  the  inefficiency  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  Navy.  ["No."]  If  any 
hon.  Member  questioned  that  he  could 
give  the  actual  quotation  from  Admiral 
Evans'  Report.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
scheme  was  the  idea  of  early  entry  and 
early  training  in  responsibility.  To  show 
how  absolutely  they  had  gone  away 
from  the  ideas  of  ?ir  John  Fisher  and  his 
colleagues  he  would  read  to  the  House 
what  they  said  as  to  the  merits  of  early 
training  in  responsibility.  He  had  in 
his  hand  a  document  labelled  "  Private 
and  Confidential,"  issued  by  the  Admi- 
ralty, containing  portions  of  articles  on 
entry  and  training  of  officers,  men  and 
boys  in  the  Navy,  but  there  was  nothing 
confidential  in  it.     It  stated — 

It  is  a  known  and  conclusive  fact  that  never 
in  the  history  of  the  Navy  were  better  officers 
produced  than  when  the  midshipman  on  entry 
into  the  service  went  straight  to  sea  at  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  age.  They  became  men 
instead  of  remaining  boys,  as  is  the  case  at 
present  when  herded  together  as  a  mass  of  boys 
in  a  training-ship  or  college.  When  thus 
distributed  throughout  the  Fleet  on  entry 
they  received  far  more  individual  attention  and 
training  from  their  captains  and  officers,  and 
from  the  moment  they  stepped  on  board  they 
became  officers  habituated  to  command,  and 
ceased  to  be  schoolboys  ordered  about  ^by 
inferiors.  " 
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'*  shore-goinki  {teople  cannot  realise  the  im- ;  right  to  be  examined  by  the  Interview 

inen::e  advantage  (permeati^  the  whole  after-  i  (.^j^^  There    waS     no     distinction 

life;  of  the  system  of  a  lad  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  of  age  being  thrust  at  once  into  a  position 
of  command,  and  having  to  accept  responsi- 
bility,   and   thus   acquiring,   almost    with   his 


motiuT's  milk,  the  alertness  and  resource  which 
gavt^  u>  Nelson." 

The  >ame  dd  ument  went  on  to  ssv : — 


of  class  among  the  candidates.  Hi" 
attended  at  an  interview  and  heard  the 
kind  of  questions  put  to  the  candidate>. 
and  he  could  say  that  these  questions 
were  entirely  directed  to  discoveiine 
the  boy's  suitability  for  the  Navy,  his 


*  Th»/  mo.-t  frightful  error  ever  committed  ,  general  intelligence,  and  how  far  he  had 

assimilated    his    education    at    school. 
After    the     interview     the     committee 
divided    the    candidates     into    various 
classes,  and  laid  their  report  before  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.    He  did 
not  say  it  was  binding  upon  the  First 
Lord  in  every  case  to  select  only  the 
:  boys  who   were   in   the   top  class,  for 
!  there    might    be    an    exceptional    boy, 
here  and  there,  who  ought  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  lower  classes  into  which  he 
was  put  as  the  result  of  the  interview. 
But  he  did  say  that  almost  without  ex- 
ception the  boys  were  taken  in  accord- 
ance with  their  position  in  the  classes. 
There  was  no  such  thing  as  having  the 
ear  of  persons  in  authority  as  a  means 
of  entering   the   Navy   at   the   present 
moment'.    As  a  matter  of  fact  entrance 
into  the  Navy  was  far  easier  and  more 
democratic — ^if  he  might  use  the  word 
— than   ever  it   had   been   before.    He 
admitted  that  the  parents  of  boys  in- 
tended for  the  Navy  must  have  some 
means.    Perhaps    he    might    say    that 
the  means  should  be  fairly  ample.    It 
was  the  fact  that  the  training  at  Osborne 
and  Dartmouth  cost  £75  a  year  for  four 
years,  though  the  feee  might  be  reduced 
to  £40  a  year  for  the   sons  of  officers 
of  the  Army  and  Navy.     But  was  the 
training  of  the  naval  officer  ever  free  ? 
Was  its  cost  ever  so  low  as  it  was  at  the 
present  moment  ? 


w;i>  raiding  the  age  of  entry  of  midshipmen, 
whi-ii.  with  all  the  teachings  of  history  before 
us.  an* I  the  niaifniticent  traditions  of  hundreds 
of  yr-ar-  of  our  fixvux  st-rvice.  we  ajied  continental 
py>tvm-  of  naval  education  and  ]iandered  to  the 
hf  I'lni  i>tirs  I  if  puMif  M.'hools  hy  de])arting 
from  riiM  ni.mnitii.ent  ]>ractioal  cu>tom  of  our 
fon-fitlirrs.  whioh  pave  us  our  NeUons  and 
madt-  Ihjvs  <»f  twelve  and  thirteen  take  the 
rr>jMin>ibiIiiifS  of  command,  with  the  Ksult  of 
iniliiMnj  tht)>e  habits  of  nervo.  deci.»ion.  and 
.'imn.  ind  MJiii  h  iravc  u-*  our  great  >ea  vic- 
t-^ri-o." 

And  what  had  they  done  ?  The  Ad- 
miralty had  adoped  a  scheme  which  sent 
a  \to\  to  sea  after  he  was  seventeen  and  a 
half  years  of  age  and  gave  him  responsi- 
bility for  the  tirst  time  at  that  age.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  they  had  travelled  right 
away  from  where  the  Admiralty  first 
intended  to  travel.  They  now  entered 
the  boys  young,  and  in  order  to  give 
them  some  sort  of  apology  for  mechanical 
kr.owlediie  as  engineers  they  kept  them 
ir.  the  training  collefre  up  to  the  age  of 
seveiitoen.  and  then  they  were  given 
six  months  in  a  training  ship,  where  no  . 
respor.sibility  was  incurred.  In  con- 
clusion he  appealed  to  hon.  Members 
to  support  them  in  their  very  moderate 
demand  for  an  inquiry  into  this  scheme. 
It  miiiht  take  a  thousand  years  to  form 
a  .State,  and  only  one  hour  might  la\  it 
in  the  dust,  and  what  was  true  of  a  State 
was  ei]ually  true  of  the  Navy. 

THr:  FIRST  LORD  ok  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY Mr.  MoKenna.  Monmouthshire. 
N.  sjiid  tho  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lv!.:.  h.».l  >tated  the  case  airainst  the 
JT*"*'^:.:  srhen.e  with  very  considerable 
;ii':l;:v.  Hu:  before  he  went  into  the 
d'  :,ki'.x  .^:  :].»»  «;.  hemo  he  desired  to  deal 
ui:::  ::>»  .  h;ir;;o  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
:hr'  B.iuk friars  «li vision  that  only  persons 
w:::.  v.;.v.r\v  aTui  a:>le  to  reach  the  ear  of 
:':■:•"»••  iv.  aurhohty  could  i:et  their  son-i 
i:.:o  :"!:o  X/.vy.  What  was  exactly  the 
sysTov.:  uv.der  the  new  scheme  I  The 
so:,  o:  ay.y  ivrso!.,  no  matter  what  his 
r,i!.k    or   :»ositiov.   -r.   the   world,   had   a 


.!/■    AVi:  s 


Mr.  BELLAIRS  said  the  traimng  was 
much  longer  now.  Formerly  it  rantsed 
from  fifteen  months  to  two  years.     Now 

it  lasted  for  four  years. 

Mr.  ^IcKENXA  said  his  hon.  friend 
must  know  that  that  did  not  cover  the 
whole  case,  and  the  cost  of  the  training  of 
the  l»oy  under  the  old  system  was  not  the 
only  expense  to  the  parents.  There  was 
the  prelimiuirk'  two  yean  private  tuition* 
the  cost  of  which  far  exceeded  £75  a  year. 
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*Mr.  BARNES  said  he  had  not  referred 
to  the  training  of  the  executive  officer. 
His  point  was  that  the  present  system 
was  more  costly  than  the  old  in  regard  to 
the  engineer  officer. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  he  felt  bound  to 
make  it  clear  that  poor  parents  could 
send  their  sons  into  the  Navy  more  easily 
than  ever  before.  With  regard  to  the 
training  for  engineer  officers,  if  the 
difference  between  the  time  at  which  the 
training  began  at  Osborne  and  at  Key  ham 
were  considered,  it  would  b.  found  that 
the  financial  burden  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  the  charge  that  the  door  was  now 
closed  to  whole  classes  of  parents  who 
wished  to  send  their  sons  into  the  Navy. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Blackfriars  division  found  himself  in 
considerable  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
the  question  of  engineer  officers.  The 
hon.  Member  had  admitted  that  there  was 
a  grievance  among  engineer  officers  and 
said  that  the  remedy  which  the  Ad- 
miralty had  adopted  was  to  exclude  all 
persons  except  those  who  would  in  the 
ordinary  course  become  executive  officers. 
His  remedy  was  to  open  the  rank  of 
executive  officer  to  the  engineer. 

Mr.  BARNES  indicated  dissent. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  he  understood 
the  hon.  Member  to  suggest  that  the 
engineers  were  to  be  trained  and  then 
admitted  as  executive  officers. 

Mr.  BARNES  :  Not  at  all,  I  did  not 
say  so. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  took  down  the 
words. 

Mr.  BARNES  :  Possibly  I  may  have 
used  wrong  words  and  I  wish  to  correct 
myself  now.  I  meant  simply  this,  that 
the  executive  rank  should  be  open  to  the 
same  class  from  which  hitherto  the 
engineer  class  have  come. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  he  understood 
the  hon.  Member  to  say  that  once  a  man 
had  become  an  engineer  the  fact  was  to 
be  taken  as  a  mark  that  he  was  fit  to  take 
executive  rank. 


Mr.  BARNES  :    He  has  never  asked 
to  do  that  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  he  had  had  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  facts 
and  he  could  state  that  the  engineer  did 
so  at  the  present  moment.  He  would  be 
surprised  if  he  did  not  hear  something 
of  that  in  the  course  of  the  present 
debate.  The  hon.  Member  went  on  to- 
ask  what  the  engineer  had  to  do  with  the 
manning  of  a  ship.  If  an  engineer  had. 
been  exclusively  trained  from  boyhood 
as  an  engineer,  it  was  difficult,  though  not 
so  impossible  as  the  hon.  Member  thought^ 
to  say  that  he  should  have  to  do  with 
the  manning  of  the  ship.  The  hon. 
Member  had  made  considerable  fun  of 
what  he  regarded  as  the  preposterous 
idea  that  there  could  be  interchange- 
ability  between  executive  officers  and 
engineers.  The  word  was  not  used  at 
the  Admiralty.  Common  entry  and  com-^ 
mon  training  with  subsequent  speciali- 
sation were  by  no  means  interchange- 
abilitf.  But  it  did  so  happen  that  the 
American  system  to  which  reference  had. 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
was  a  system  to  which  the  word  "  inter- 
changeability  "  might  be  better  applied. 
than  to  our  system.  The  latest  expert 
evidence  as  to  the  success  of  the  American 
system  showed  that  men  who  had  been 
at  one  time  engineers  had  been  made 
captains,  and  executive  officers  had  been 
made  engineers.  The  evidence  at  the^ 
Admiralty  led  to  an  entirely  different 
conclusion  from  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bang's  Lynn,  that  the  American 
sjTstem  had  been  a  disastrous  failure. 
Captain  Hood,  our  Naval  Attach*^  at 
Washington,  whose  business  it  was  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  this  very 
system,  had  inquired,  and  this  was  what 
he  said — 

"  In  the  first  instance,  it  must  be  definitely 
and  distinctly  stated  that  the  amalgamation  of 
line  and  engineer  branches  is  now  regarded  as  a 
great  success  by  all  classes  in  the  United  States. 
Navy ;  minor  criticisms  are  still  direct  d  to  the- 
method  in  which  it  was  carried  out,  but  no  com- 
petent person  can  be  found,  who  either  con- 
siders the  amalgamation  a  failure,  or  wishes  it 
had  not  taken  place.  .  .  .  Opinions  have  beea 
asked  of  all  classes  of  naval  officers,  of  Heads 
of  Bureaux  and  Admirals,  of  old  engineer 
officers  now  amalgamated,  of  old  line  officers^ 
and  of  the  young  and  rising  generation.  All 
are  united  in  the  opinion  that  the  scheme  has 
been  a  success,  that  in  general  principle  it  was- 
correct,  and  that  any  alteration  of  the  general 
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principle  of  amalgamation  would  be  a  regret-  i 
■t-able  and  dangerous  set-baok.  .  .  .  The  rales 
as  originally  laid  down  have  been  kept  to  and  , 
preserved  \*ith  a  strong  hand;  at  first  there 
was  much  criticism  and  much  opposition,  but 
this  has  all  passed  away.  ...  It  must,  again, 
be  positively  stated  that  there  is  no  difference  of 
•opinion  about  the  fact  that  the  new  education 
has  produced  engineer  officers  able  to  take  care 
of,  manipulate  and  repair  with  perfect  efficiency 
the  engines  of  modern  men-of-war ;  out  of 
nineteen  battleships  in  commission  at  the  end 
of  1907,  on  board  of  eleven  the  senior  engineer 
officer  had  not  belonged  to  the  old  class  of 
-engineers;  and  it  is  now  the  opinion  of  the 
service,  young  and  old,  that  these  officers,  for 
duty  on  board  ship  in  charge  of  machinery 
are  superior  to  the  class  of  men  that  they  are 
rapidly  supplanting." 

That  was  the  only  positive  evidence 
which  the  Committee  could  have  in 
regard  to  what  had  happened  in  America 
iii  the  actual  working  of  the  scheme, 
and  what  had  happened  there  was  a 
complete  justification  of  the  change 
which  was  introduced  in  1903,  as  to  the 
system  of  common  entry  in  the  Navy. 
The  Committee  would  probably  be  in- 
terested to  know  that  our  own  system 
had  reached  the  stage  at  which  tBe  first 
batch  of  cadets  had  become  midshipmen. 
These  cadets  went  for  their  first  cruise 
on  the  "Cumberland";  their  final  ex- 
amination took  place  in  April  last,  and 
•the  report  of  the  examiners  was  generally 
extremely  favourable.  With  regard  to 
seamanship,  for  instance,  the  examiners 
said — 

''  The  o} union  of  the  Board  in  general  was 
that  they  were  exceptionally  well  up  in  all  the 
subject 6  in  which  they  examined  thorn.  Two 
.  officers  had  had  experience  of  cadets' 
examiiifttion,  and  they  both  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  jjeneral  knowledge  shown  this 
year  is  a  dccideil  improvement  on  last  year. 
PtTsoiially,  I  was  surprised  at  the  }>ractical 
knowledge  they  had  gathered  in  so  short  a 
time  as  six  months." 

The  examiners  in  practical  na\'igation 
reported — 

*'  I^ractical  Navigation. — The  pa|>er  was  of  the 
same  standard  as  that  set  for  acting  sub- 
lieutenants, but  somewhat  shorter.  There  are 
three  })rinci|>i»l  features  that  call  for  special 
comment  in  the  worke<l  papers  sent  in:  (1) 
The  consistency  of  the  work  done,  there  being 
not  more  tlian  one  ]mi>er  which  can  be  called 
poor;  (2)  the  extraordinary  accuracy  with 
whicli  each  part  of  the  pai)er  was  worked. 
There  was  liardly  an  instance  of  a  course  being 
wrongly  correcte<i,  or  of  a  Inaring  being  in- 
cornvtly  plottetl  on  the  chart,  or  of  corrections 
to  dtH'linations,  etc.,  U'ing  applied  the  wrong 
way ;  (3)  the  commendable  neatness  and 
niethcHlical  arrangement  of  the  work  in  almost 
«very  ivayter  sent  in.  j  As  far  as  is  [)088ible  to 

Mr,  McKenna. 
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-them.  As  the  late  Prime  Minister  had 
l>een  quoted  as  an  authority  in  support  of 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member,  he  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  after  experience,  accepted 
the  system,  and  when  asked  the  specific 
question  declined  to  grant  an  inquiry ; 
therefore,  his  name  coidd  not  be  used  as 
that  of  an  authority  in  support  of  the 
Motion  for  inquiry.  He  passed  from  that 
specific  point  to  the  question  of  the 
engine-room  artificers.  It  had  been 
assumed  that  the  reason  for  the  intro- 
duction of  mechanician  rating  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  influence  of  trade  unions,  but 
lie  assured  his  hon.  friend  that  there  was 
no  idea  of  the  kind  at  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  BARNES  said  he  had  made  no 
«uch  imputation  ;  he  quoted  an  opinion 
expressed  last  year  in  the  House  by  a 
Member  who  was  now  serving  in  His 
Majesty's  Navy. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  he  knew  that  his 
hon.  friend  quoted  the  dictum  of  a  former 
Member,  but  he  understood  him  in 
quoting  to  indicate  that  that  was  probably 
the  case.  If  so,  he  could  assure  his  hon. 
friend  that  there  was  no  ground  for  such 
a  suspicion.  The  introduction  of  boy 
artificers  was  to  meet  a  difficulty  found 
in  enlisting  fully-trained  engine-room 
Artificers,  to  secure  a  certainty  of  supply. 
A  constant  supply  was  an  imperative 
necessity,  there  must  be  no  risk  of 
nmning  short  in  time  of  need.  This  was 
the  sole  reason  for  training  boy  artificers 
AS  they  did.  Engine-room  artificers  were 
fitill  enlisted  from  outside,  because  only 
two-thirds  of  the  supply  could  be  obtained 
by  training  the  boys.  Both  his  hon. 
friends  had  been  led  into  serious  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  new  rating  of 
mecha/iicians.  The  mechanician  was  not 
a  mechanic,  nor  was  he  trained  as  a 
mechanic  ;  it  was  not  necessary  he  should 
be. 


Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) 
and  no  qualification. 


All  name 


Mr.  McKENNA  said  that  no  doubt  his 
hon.  friend  was  familiar  with  the  subject. 
The  engine-room  artificer  was  enlisted 
primarily  for  repairs  of  the  engines  on  the 
ship,  and  he  had  the  artisan's  qualifica- 
tion for  the  work,  and  when  he  got  on 


board  he  began  to  learn  a  new  trade, 
engine-driving  and  watching.  What  was 
now  proposed  was  to  confine  the  engine- 
room  artificer  to  those  duties  for  which 
he  was  engaged,  to  keep  him  to  the  duty 
of  repairs  for  which  he  was  trained  and 
qualified.  It  was  in  puisuance  of  a  policy 
of  efficiency  and  economy  the  Admiralty 
conceived  that  they  should  get  a  greater 
portion  of  the  repairs  done  at  sea,  but  if 
the  engine-room  artificer  was  taken  off 
to  work  at  engine-driving  and  watch- 
keeping  he  was  taken  away  from  his 
proper  work.  So  the  new  rating  of 
mechanicians  was  started  ;  if  did  not 
supplant  the  engine-room  artificer,  and 
when  his  hon.  friend  talked  about  three 
classes  of  artificers  to  do  the  same  job  he 
was  using  language  without  meaning. 
Boy  artificers  were  trained  on  board  ship 
to  become  engine-room  artificers,  and 
were  taken  from  the  same  social  class  as 
engine-room  artificers.  The  mechanician 
did  not  do  the  same  work,  he  started  his 
career  as  a  stoker.  There  were  30,000 
stokers  in  the  service,  and  until  the  new 
system  was  introduced  the  stoker  had 
no  prospect  of  improvement.  During 
previous  debates  on  the  subject  there  was 
shown  a  unanimity  of  opinion  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  for  the  stokers.  [An 
Hex.  Member  on  the  Labour  Benches : 
Increase  their  wages.]  Whatever  had 
been  proposed,  a  reason  had  been  found 
against  it.  What  the  Admiralty  had 
done  was  this.  They  had  taken  the  most 
promising  stokers  between  the  ages  of 
twenty-eight  and  thirty-two — probably 
the  ages  ultimately  would  be  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty — and  had  given 
them  slight  training — not  that  of  a 
skilled  artisan — in  mechanical  work  to 
enable  them  to  understand  the  general 
run  of  an  engine  they  would  be  called 
upon  to  drive,  also  some  additional  edu- 
cation in  the  elements  of  general  know- 
ledge, in  the  hope  that  hereafter  they 
would  rise  to  the  rank  of  warrant  officers, 
a  position  in  which  it  was  desirable  a  man 
should  have  some  smattering  of  general 
education.  After  two  years'  training, 
which  would  not  cost  the  enormous  sum 
suggested,  but  £27  a  year,  £54  in  all,  the 
mechanician  or  stoker  selected  to  become 
mechanician,  if  he  passed  a  qualifying 
examination,  would  act  as  a  mechanician 
and  carry  on  engine-driving  and  watch- 
keeping.    He   would  not  supplant  the 
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engine-room  artificer  in  any  of  the  dntiee 
the  latter  was  trained  to  perform,  he 
would  only  imdertake  dnties  the  engine- 
room  artificer  himself  learned  only  since 
he  entered  the  Navy.  The  Admiralty 
were  not  bringing  trained  men  at  the 
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♦Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  {Barraw-iii-Fum«) 
pointed  out  that  althon^  it  was  qnile 
true  that  the  stoken  desired  adyanoe- 
ment  they  did  not  ask  for  that  kind  of 
advancement  which  the  Admiialty  bad 
given  them.    What    the   stoken    ashd 


public  expense  to  supplant  engine-room   for  was  more  pay,  and  if  the  Admizahr 
artificers  specially  qualified  for  the  work    would  consider  the  matter  as  they  should 


for  which  they  were  enlisted  ;  they  were 
ofEering  to  stokers  the  opportunity  for 
advancing  to  the  rank  of  warrant  officers. 
Every  engine-room  artificer  in  the  Navy 
would  continue  to  have  exactly  the 
same  opportunity  for  advancement  aa 
heretofore,  and  30,000  stokers  would 
have  the  opportunity  of  rising  and 
finding  a  remedy  for  their  grievances. 
He  had  not  the  total  number  of  mechani- 
cians with  him,  but  it  would  be  between 
5  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent.  It  would 
not  be  more  than  10  per  cent.  That  had 
been  the  reason  for  this  change,  and  he 
hoped  the  C.'ommittee  would  agree  with 
him  that  much  of  the  criticism  that  had 
been  directed  against  it  had  been  founded 
on  a  mistake  as  to  what  the  system  was 
found  to  be.  Both  his  hon.  friends  had 
instanced  the  accident  on  board  the 
•*  Irresistible "  as  an  example  of  the 
calamities  that  would  occur  if  men  who 
had  been  trained  as  stokers,  now  in  the 
new  mechanician  rating,  were  to  be 
allowed  to  touch  the  engines.  The  Com- 
mittee would  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
that  accident  was  not  due  to  the  mechani- 
cian. It  was  the  officer  in  charge  who 
was  in  fault.  There  had  been  an  inquiry 
into  the  accident  and  the  mechanician 
had  been  freed  from  all  blame.  It  was 
not  fair  that  whenever  an  accident 
occurred  hon.  Members  should  im- 
mediately turn  all  the  evidence  that 
arose  out  of  the  inquiry  into  an  argu- 
ment against  a  particular  system  when 
the  system  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
accident.  He  had  now  dealt  with  all 
the  points  that  had  been  raised.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Financial  Secretary 
would  deal  with  any  others  that  might 
arise  later  in  the  debate,  but  he  thought 
it  desirable  to  get  up  when  he  did  in 
order  to  put  right  the  serious  miscon- 
ception in  the  minds  of  the  Committee 
as  to  the  extent  and  purposes  of  this 
scheme.  He  hoped  now  the  Committee 
would  be  prepared  to  endorse  the  policy 
of  the  Admiralty  on  the  scheme. 
Mr.  McKenna. 


do,  in  the  same  way  as  an  ordinair 
employer  considered  the  grievances 
put  before  him  by  his  employees,  hfr 
thought  the  situation  might  be  eased 
very  considerably.  It  was  with  great 
delight  that  he  had  listened  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  was  % 
most  able  man,  but  what  had  beea 
evidenced  to  him  in  the  discussion, 
and  always  was  evidenced  on  these 
occasions  when  naval  questions  were 
being  discussed  in  that  Assembly, 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
and  his  predecesson  in  office  knev 
very  little  about  the  businees,  and  fuled 
to  notice  the  niceties  of  the  qnestaon. 
Hon.  and  right  hon.  Membors  vha 
took  part  in  the  disciuBion  aeenwd 
to  forget  that  .there  was  such  a  thing  as^ 
the  mercantile  marine.  The  ridit  hnu 
Gentleman  had  dealt  very  akilfolly  witik 
the  question  of  the  promotion  il  the 
stokers  and  had  told  the  CSommittee 
that  the  engine-room  artificers  were-  not 
to  be  interfered  with  at  alL  That 
statement  only  indicated  that  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  nnderstand  the 
matter  at  all,  because  so  soon  m  the 
stoker  was  promoted  to  mechanician 
rank  and  took  over  watch-keeping  duty, 
directly  he  started  out  on  hia  first  witch 
he  became  the  superior  offioer  to  the 
artificer  engineer. 

Mb.  MgEENNA  :  No,  we  ahaU  keep 
the  proportion  of  offioezB.  An  many  men 
will  become  officers  under  the  new 
system  as  there  were  before. 

*Mr.  a  DUNCAN  said  ihat  that  did  not 
get  rid  of  the  difficulty  that  aa  soon  as 
the  mechanician  took  up  hia  fizat  watch, 
so  soon  he  became  the  Buperior  offioer  of 
the  watch.  The  arlafioem  were  pso^eidy 
qualified  men,  as  was  admitted  on  all  bAw, 
but  if  the  stoker  was  keeniiig  watok,  if 
something  went  wro  ita  tiia  engiBes, 
it  was  then  the  b  of  tha  ptoker  to 

direct  the  properly  q     tfiod.  adifioer  to 
go  and  do  the    re]     os  thai  n$|^  b» 
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necessary.  If  that  was  the  position, 
iv^hat  was  done  was  to  take  a  man  from  a 
lower  rank,  give  him  special  training,  and 
put  him  above  a  man  who  was  himself 
specially  trained  in  the  business,  and  that 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  wrong  way  to  go 
4kbout  the  matter.  The  fact  that  there  was 
s  mercantile  marine  had  been  forgotten. 
If  it  was  reasonable  to  compare  the 
position  of  those  who  drove  the  engines 
•of  the  ships  of  the  mercantile  marine  and 
those  who  drove  the  engines  of  the  ships 
in  the  Navy,  one  would  assume  that  in  the 
Navy  men  with  higher  capacity  and 
lability  would  be  required  because  of  the 
need  of  then^  there.  But  in  the  mer- 
•cantile  marine  the  men  who  drove  the 
•engines  from  those  of  the  smallest  to  those 
•of  the  largest  ships  were  men  who  had 
to  qualify  at  the  Boar(^  of  Trade  to  obtain 
their  certificates  as  first,  second,  or  third 
class  engineers.  Those  men  were  all  drawn 
from  those  who  served  their  time  in  the 
engineering  shops.  They  were  exactl)' 
the  same  kind  of  men  who  went  into  the 
Navy  as  artificers.  But  to-day  the  man 
-who  joined  the  mercantile  marine  from 
the  engineering  ranks  had  an  excellent 
•opening  given  to  him.  There  were 
thousands  driving  engines  to-day,  the 
•engines  ot  the  largest  vessels  afloat,  and  if 
those  men  were  qualified  to  take  high 
positions  with  large  powers  of  control 
over  large  bodies  of  men,  why  were  the 
same  class  of  men  going  to  be  degraded 
in  the  Navy  ?  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
stokers  being  advanced,  but  he  certainly 
objected  to  the  men  turned  out  of  the 
engineering  shops  of  the  country  into 
the  Navy  being  degraded.  However 
elever  the  argument  might  be,  there  was 
no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that  the 
same  kind  of  men  in  the  mercantile  marine 
had  splendid  positions  open  to  them, 
whilst  in  the  Navy  they  were  faced  with 
the  fact  that  as  soon  as  the  stoker  was 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  mechanician, 
he  was  the  superior  officer  and  took 
charge  of  the  artificer.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  for  the 
accident  on  board  the  "  Irresistible  "  the 
mechanician  was  not  to  blame,  but 
his  information  was  that  the  cause 
of  the  accident  was  that  a  mechanician 
was  put  in  charge  of  some  machinery ; 
that  he  opened  some  valve  under  the 
water  line,  the  water  came  in  and 
flooded    the    ship,  which    had    to    be 


towed  into  dock.  That  was  a  magnificent 
start.  For  the  first  time  they  had  been 
told  there  was  a  scarcity  of  men  to  take 
artificers'  positions.  That  was  certainly^ 
news  to  them.  They  knew,  at  any  rate,  * 
that  the  test  imposed  on  artificers  joining 
the  Navy  was  a  very  high  and  severe  one 
considering  the  young  age  these  men  v  ere 
required  to  join.  Nothing  like  reasonable 
inducements  were  offered  to  these  men. 
If  there  were,  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  command  a  larger  number  of 
men  for  the  naval  service  than  the 
mercantile  marine  commanded.  But  if 
all  the  advantages  were  with  the  mercan- 
tile marine,  and  all  the  disadvantages 
with  the  Navy,  the  Navy  would  not  get 
the  m  en.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  as  to 
the  cost  of  training  a  mechanician ;  his 
information  was  to  be  taught  for  two 
years  and  that  the  average  cost  would  be 
£140  per  annum.  One  of  the  arguments 
used  against  them  was  that  watch- 
keeping  and  the  use  of  tools  could  not  be 
performed  concurrently.  There  was  a 
very  obvious  answer,  that  they  could  not 
repair  an  engine  while  it  was  running. 
That  the  use  of  tools  and  the  working  of 
the  engine-room  could  not  be  done 
concurrently  was  obvious ;  but  the  man 
who  had  been  trained  in  the  building  of 
engines  and  who  had  varied  experience 
of  all  classes  of  work,  was  surely  the 
likeliest  man  to  know,  when  the  engine 
was  working,  whether  anything  was 
wrong.  Not  an  engineer  of  experience, 
not  a  single  individual  who  had  followed 
the  engineering  trade,  and  had  experience 
of  the  making,  fitting,  and  driving  of 
these  engines,  but  was  familiar  not  onl} 
with  the  outside  of  the  engine  but  the 
inside  as  well.  He  was  the  man  of  all 
men  who  could  tell  at  a  glance  what  part 
of  the  engine  was  going  wrong  by  the 
slightest  indication,  or  by  the  slightest 
unusual  sound.  Therefore,  the  artificer 
engineers  surely  had  a  better  claim  to 
consideration  than  they  seemed  to  be 
receiving  under  this  scheme.  It  seemed 
to  them  that  these  men,  instead  of  being 
degraded,  should  be  given  a  chance  of 
promotion.  They  had  been  told  by  a 
speaker  last  year — it  was  blurted  out 
perhaps  in  an  unconscious  fashion — that 
the  idea  was  to  punish  these  men  because 
they  were  in  contact  with  trade  unions. 
But  that  ought  to  be  received  as  one  of 
first  evidences  of  some  small   degree   of 
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common  sense.  These  men  were  engaged  i  who  were  conversant  with  engineering 
in  a  trade  where  at  any  time  they  might  |  matters  knew  that  all  the  inventions  and 
sustain  injuries  and  be  incapacitated  i  improvements  which  had  taken  phoe 
-for  work,  and  it  was  some  evidence  of !  were  the  result  of  civilian  effort ;  and 
their  judgment  and  common  sense  that !  it  seemed  to  him  that  to  block  out 
they  made  provision  for  themselves  \  absolutely  from  the  Navy  the  men  who 
by  joining  a  trade  union.  At  any  rate,  |  had  workshop  experience,  and  were 
they  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  i  familiar  with  various  kinds  of  mechanical 
that  House  about  the  value  of  thrift,  appliances  and  different  descriptions  of 
He  hoped  that  the  inquiry  they  were  engines,  was  taking  a  step  in  the  wrong 
asking  for  would  be  granted.  They  had  j  direction.  He  submitted  that  there  was 
been  told  by  the  First  Lord  that  it  would    at  least  a  case  for  inquiry.     There  was 


be  practically  a  vote  of  censure  on  those 
who  had  control  of  the  Navy.  They 
had  no  desire  to  censure  anybody, 
whatever  the  position  might  be.  But 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  not 


no  complaint  against  these  men  as  to  the 
j  way  in  which  they  discharged  their 
duties,  and  it  was  very  hard  that,  having 
under  the  S3rstem  which  canie  into 
operation    in    1868,    gained    promotion 


almighty  and  infallible,  and  they  should    step  by  step  to  higher  positions,  they 


not  be  above  advice  when  they  realised 
that  the  whole  of  the  new  system  com- 
plained  of   had  been  brought  into  ex- 
istence after  an  inquiry  in  which  only  five 
persons   were  witnesses.    He  had  read 
the  whole  of  their  evidence,  and  he  had 
gone  into  the  case  carefully.     One  of  the 
five  who  gave  evidence  was  diametrically 
opposed    to    the    scheme    as   it    stood. 
Therefore,   it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
whole  scheme  was  based  on  the  flimsiest 
ground  imaginable.     It  was  against  all 
engineering  practice,  and  it  was  fair  and 
reasonable  to  say  that  before  the  scheme 
was  allowed  to  go  any  further,  there  was 
substantial    ground    for    some    inquiry 
being  made  into  the  subject  with  a  view 
to     minimising     any     difficulties     that 
might     exist.      With     regard     to     the 
stokers,  they  were  not  averse  to  helping 
them  ;     indeed,    they   were   desirous   of 
helping  them  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
They    had    endeavoured    to    ascertain 
what    the    stokers    wanted.     They    had 
been   told   that    the   stoker    desired  an 
increase   of    pay  and   a   position  which 
would  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  work 
done     by     the     engine-room     artificers. 
Therefore,  they  asked  that  there  should 
be  an   inrjuiry  before  this  scheme   was 
])resscd    forward    to    its    ultimate    con- 
clusion, and  before  the  engine-room  arti- 
ficers were  wiped  out  of  the  Navy,  because 
whatever  civil  answers   in  eloquent  and 
pleasijiji  language  \vere  given,  there  was 
no  doubt  among  the  engine-room  artifi- 
cers  themselves   that   this   scheme   was 
brought  in  to  displace  them — he  meant 
those  men  who  had  been  trained  in  the 
workshop    life    of    the    country.     Those 
Mr.  (\  Duncan. 


were  now  to  see  the  whole  thing  go  by 
the  board.  It  was  unfair  and  unjust, 
and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  if  hia 
hon.  friend  went  to  a  division  he  should 
certainly  go  into  the  lobby  with  hinu 

*  Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Croydon) 
said  that  he  could  no^,  like  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down,  speak  with 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  engineering 
trade,  but  he  thought  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  rather  too  readily  ruled  the  Fizst 
Lord  and  civilians  like  himself  out  of 
court  by  saying  that  they  were  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  technicalities  of 
that  trade. 

*  Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  said  he  had  read 
the  whole  of  the  speeches  on  this  ques- 
tion delivered  in  1903,  and  that  was  the 
thing  which  had  struck  him  more  than 

anvthing. 

*  Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTBR  said  he  was 
not  disputing  the  hon.  Member^s  view 
that  he  was  personally  better  acqusinted 
with  his  own  trade.  But,  after  aU,  there 
were  other  large  spheres  of  operation  with 
which  people  might  be  familiar,  even 
though  not  engaged  in  the  special  in- 
dustry such  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
of.  Among  them,  he  thought,  was  this- 
great  instrument  of  the  Navy.  He  had 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it  in  his  day.. 
He  had  been  in  the  stoke-hold  of  neady 
every  class  of  ship  in  the  Navy ;  he  bad 
been  in  the  engine-room ;  and  he  had  been 
in  communication  with  officers  and  menot 
every  rank  and  class  in  the  Havyfor 
twenty-five  years ;  and  perhaps  tbs  luMi^ 
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Gentleman  would  do  him  the  same 
courtesy  as  he  had  extended  to  him 
and  would  not  say,  when  he  spoke  of 
the  Navy,  that  he  was  ruled  out  because 
he  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  Navy. 
He  had  made  it  his  special  study.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  that  there  had 
been  too  much  tendency  in  this  very 
important  discussion  to  treat  the  Navy 
as  if  it  were  an  institution  created  and 
sustained  merely  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
employment  to  certain  classes  of  persons. 
That  was  not  so.  The  Navy,  primarily 
and  above  all,  was  an  instrument  for 
conducting  war  effectively  when  this 
country  was  engaged  in  hostilities.  He 
did  not  differ  by  one  jot  from  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Blackfriars  had  said 
about  getting  the  sjTnpathy  and  co- 
operation of  every  class  in  working  that 
great  instrument.  He  had  done  what 
he  could  to  familiarise  people  with  the 
idea,  both  in  regard  to  the  Army  and 
the  Navy,  that  we  might  draw  on  wider 
classes  than  we  had  done  hitherto,  in 
order  to  bring  them  into  this  fascinating 
circle  of  the  services.  He  believed  that  that 
was  for  the  good  of  the  country,  but  it 
should  not  be  carried  too  far.  Li  order 
to  give  a  particular  application  to  that 
principle,  they  must  not  forget  the 
purposes  for  which  the  Navy  was  in- 
tended, and  that  was  a  principle  which 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken 
had  certainly  forgotten.  Might  he  point 
out  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  of 
which  he  was  a  member  was  certainly 
responsible  for  a  great  deal  that  had 
been  under  discussion  that  night.  He 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
criticised  them,  that  thes^  conclusions 
were  not  arrived  at  without  very  grave 
consideration.  He  had  certainly  watched 
with  the  greatest  possible  care,  both 
afloat  and  on  shore,  the  development  of 
these  changes,  and  his  own  opinion,  if 
it  was  of  any  value  at  all,  had  been 
expressed  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  that  night,  namely,  that  these 
changes  so  far  had  been  very  beneficial 
to  the  Navy  as  a  fighting  machine.  He 
l)elieved  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  was  absolutely  correct  in 
saying  that  they  were  now  opening  more 
widely  the  entrance  to  the  Navy  than 
they  had  ever  done  before.  He  did  not 
l)elieve  that  it  was  possible  to  realise 
the  .whole  desire  of  the  hon.  Member  for 


Blackfriars.  There  must  be  certain  quali- 
fications for  officers  either  of  the  Army 
or  Navy,  and  unless  the  candidates 
possessed  those  qualifications,  the  mere 
fact  of  their  belonging  to  a  particular 
class  ought  not  to  be  cited  in  their 
favour.  This  very  difficulty  had  occurred 
in  the  United  States,  a  democratic  country 
where  the  entrance  of  cadets  into  the 
Navy  was  made  by  senatorial  nomination. 
Was  it  suggested  as  a  really  good  demo- 
cratic plan  that  the  cadets  of  the  Royal' 
Navy  should  be  nominated  by  Members 
of  that  House  ?  He  did  not  think  so. 
He  thought  they  would  find  a  recurrence 
of  evils  which  had  long  since  vanished, 
and  that  they  would  do  no  good  to  the 
Navy.  He  did  not  say  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  modify  the  present  system, 
but  he  thought  it  was  working  exceed- 
ingly well,  and  was  generally  admitted  to 
be  a  great  success.  Let  it  not  be  sup- 
posed for  one  moment  that  the  question  of 
cost  was  one  operating  in  the  matter  at  all. 
He  knew  the  estimated  cost  was  a  very 
great  exaggeration  to  the  extent  of 
some  50  per  cent.  But  if  the  House  of 
Commons  desired  the  whole  question  of 
the  cost  could  be  eliminated  altogether. 
The  pajTnent  that  fell  on  the  parent  was 
an  almost  insignificant  fraction  of  the 
whole  cost  to  the  State  of  the  education, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  question  of  cost 
stood  in  the  way  at  all.  The  education 
that  was  given  was  very  different  from 
that  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lpm.  He  said  they  were 
depriving  the  country  of  the  enormous 
advantage  of  getting  boys  from  the 
public  schools. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  merely  said  that 
under  this  scheme  as  regards  the  execu- 
tive, engineers  and  marines  you  are 
divorcing  the  Navy  altogether  from  the 
technological  schools,  the  public  schools, 
and  the  grammar  schools. 

♦Mr.  'ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
accepted  the  alteration,  but  if  they 
were  doing  that  they  were  doing  a 
great  service,  because  he  was  certain 
the  education  these  boys  were  getting 
was  incomparably  better  and  cheaper 
than  an}'thing  they  could  get  in  the 
institutions  of  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  spoken.  Then  there  was  another 
misrepresentation.    It    had    been    said 
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that  there  was  to  be  interchangeability, 
but  he  did  not  think  so.  There  was  to  be 
common  entry,  common  training,  and 
specialisation,  but  that  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  interchange.  He 
was  surprised  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
Blackfriars  told  them  that  by  introducing 
this  system  and  effecting  common  entry 
they  were  inflicting  injustice  upon  some 
section  of  the  community  whose  spokes- 
man he  constituted  himself,  and  he  was 
more  surprised  when  the  hon.  Member 
told  them  that  there  was  no  demand  on 
the  part  of  engineer  officers  for  executive 
rank.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  far 
from  what  was  common  knowledge.  He 
remembered  very  well  indeed  the  genesis 


tion,  to  give  that  avenue  of  promotion* 
and  that  legitimate  outlet  to  a  min'i 
ambitions,  that  common  entry,  whkh 
he  believed  at  that  time  waa  univeniOy 
approved  by  the  House  of  Commoni, 
was  introduced  into  the  Navy.  He 
believed  it  would  be  a  positive  mi8b^ 
tune  if  for  any  reason  tiiey  were  to  go 
back  on  that  arrangement  now.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Blackfriaia  was  mis- 
taken if  he  supposed  that  the  duty  of 
the  engineer  ofB.cer  was  limited  to  engine- 
room  watch-keeping.  It  waa  part  of 
the  new  scheme,  and  a  very  important 
part,  that  the  number  of  commissioned 
engineers  borne  on  the  ship  should  be 
reduced  and  their  watch-keeping  duties 


of  this  change  and  the  state  of  things  with  >  reduced     at     the     same     time.     Let 


which  they  were  then  confronted.  It 
was  the  fact  that  engineer  officers  could 
not  enter  into  the  fruition  of  their  position 
of  officers  in  the  Navy,  and  that  the 
privileges,  and  rewards,  and  distinction 
which  ought  to  be  open  to  ever}'  com- 
missioned officer,  were  closed  to  the 
engineer  officer,  and  it  was  quite  easy  to 
see  how  they  were  closed.  There  were 
some  400  ships  in  commission,  in  every 
one  of  which  there  was  a  captain  or 
•commander,  lieutenants  and  engineer 
officers,  and  the  enpineer  officers  used  to 
number  five  or  six.  As  long  as  they 
remained  in  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  or 
even  commander,  promotion  was  com- 
paratively proportionate  to  the  number 
of  entries,  but  the  moment  they  reached 
the  neck  of  the  bottle,  as  it  were, 
and  got  to  the  important  position  of 
post -captain,  promotion  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  closed  to  the  whole  of  the 


the  Committee  remember  what  the 
engineering  officer  had  to  do.  On 
a  ship  like  the  "Dreadnought'' 
there  were  fifty  or  sixty  high-pressme 
steam-engines,  there  were  ekctnc 
engines,  and  compressed-air  engines, 
besides  all  the  mechanism  of  the  ship, 
which  had  to  be  under  the  control  of 
highly-trained  engineers.  That  gave  sn 
enormous  scope  for  men  of  the  veir 
highest  qualifications,  and  unless  they 
allowed  the  engineer  officeia  to  pass  on  to 
positions  in  which  they  could  eSectivelr 
control  those  services  they  were  not 
only  doing  them  an  injustice,  but  in- 
juring the  welfare  of  the  Navy  and  the 
safety  of  the  ships.  He  sympathised  i 
good  deal  with  what  had  been  said  hy 
the  hon.  Member  for  Blackfriars.  bat 
he  was  surprised  at  the  hon.  Member  for 
Barrow,  who  had  said  they  were  degiading 
one  class  of  men  by  wmlriiig  thmn  sem 


engineerni^r  branch  of  the  Xa^y.  under  men  of  superior  rank  in  anoAer 
As  a  pRK>f  of  it  they  found  there  was  i  trade.  That  was  an  absolutely  new  theorr 
only  one  :>ingle  engineer  officer  holding  to  him.  The  carpenter,  fer  jniti*^ 
the  rank  of  rear  admiral  in  the  went  into  a  training  ship  at  twekv  or 
whole  Navy.  That  was  the  grievance,  j  fifteen,  got  promoted  to  the  caipenlei^i 
AVhat  hajjpon-d  was  that  all  over  the  |  crew,  and  when  he  got  wmnant  nnk  ne 
country  great  enirineering  institutions  I  man  thought  of  disputing  hia  authoritr 
wore  1  oruniiiig  the  centre  of  attraction  J  over  those  of  less  rank  than  V«m«»if  b 
for  theso  ouirineor  otHcers.  He  blamed  ;  was-  the  same  story  with  tihe  gauKr, 
nol)(>dy.  It  was  the  natural  outcome !  and  nobody  asked  him  wlidlMr  ^ 
of  the  situation.  I3ut  the  claims  of  the )  profession  of  carpenter  waa  auperior  in 
enuineer  officers  were  l>eing  taken  up  ]  the  social  scale  to  that  of  goniier;  tky 
l»y  associations  which  were  not  part  of  :  asked  what  was  the  waznnt  ks  held 
the  Navy,  because  their  natural  ambi- i  under  the  King  in  '"•  NaTT.  Tkst 
tions    wore   closed   to   them,    and   they  j  was  one  of  the  m<  pant  cIhbb  iw 

i'ould  not    look  to   the  Navy   for  their  '  social  privilege  he  \         avw  tell  p* 
riMvards.     It  was  to  change  that  situa-    forward 
Mr.  Arnold 'Foi^^ 


dl 
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'  *Mr.  '  C.  DUNCAN  said  that  what  he 
was  trying  to  point  out  was  that  if  they 
dp^iaUy  tirained  a  stoker,  they  did  not 
degrade  the  artificer  engineer  by  putting 
this  man  over  him,  but  t^ey  did  degrade 
the  artificer  engineer,  because  he  had  no 
hope  of  promotion. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
accepted  the  explanation  though  he  did 
noi  agree,  with  it ;  but  he  must  point 
out  that  the  actual  words  of  the  hon. 
Member,  however,  were  that  the  artificer 
would  be  degraded  by  receiving  orders 
from  a  man  drawn  from  the  lowest  ranks 
of  life.  The  lower  rank  of  life  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  question 
was  whether  he  was  fit  to  do  his  duty 
on  the  ship.  The  hon.  Member  had  said 
it  was  degrading  the  artificer  because 
ho  was  not  receiving  the  promotion 
he  would  otherwise  receive.  That  was 
a  mistake.  He  had  not  had  the  time 
nor  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
what  was  going  to  happen,  The  First 
Lord  had  said  more  than  once  that  there 
was  no  question  of  diminishing  the 
proportion  of  warrants  allotted  to  engine- 
room  artificers.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said'  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  them 
because  they  were  skilled  in  every  kind  of 
trade  and  had  gone  through  the  engineer- 
ing shop.  But  that  was  not  how  things 
happened  at  all.  These  w^re  young 
men  of  twenty-two  and  twenty-three 
many  of  whom  had  been  gas  engineers, 
bicycle  eiigiueers,  and  the  like.  They 
were  not  examined  in  engineering  gener- 
ally/ and  applied  science  as  was  sug- 
gested, but  only  to  see  whether  they 
.  were  competent  in  their  own  trade. 
A  man  came  from  London  who.  had 
been  engaged  in  brazing  bicycles. 
He,  was  given  a  certain  examination 
as  to  bi-aziug,  fitting,  and  working  to 
gauge,  and  so  on,  and  showed  that  he 
was  in  the  opinion  of  the  examiners 
competent  in  those  trades.  It  did  not 
necessarily  follow  that  he  was  a  competent 
engineer  on  board  a  complicated  box  of 
machines  like  a  ship  in  the  Royal  Navy. 
From  the  day  he  went  on  board  he  was 
a  learner — learning  the  whole  trade  of 
repairing  and  ruiming  marine  engines 
and  the  inilnensely  complicated  machin- 
ery on  board  a  ship  of  war.  He  could 
not  help  Rrailing  at  some  of  the  stiitemcnts 
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to  which  the  hon.  Member,  ddspite  his 
engineering  knowledge,  had  committed 
himself. 

*Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  :  I  smile  at  you  just 
the  same. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  the 
hon.  Member  said  they  were  not  as  wise 
as  they  ought  to  be,  because  they  did  Aot 
remember  that  they  could  not  repair 
engines  while  they  were  running.  He 
thought  he  was  taking  a  little  advan- 
tage of  the  Committee.  The  "  Dread- 
nought "  the  other  day  came  round  from 
Plymouth  to  Portland  running  under 
the  exhaust  steam  from  her  auxiliary 
engines  only.  There  was  plenty  of 
work  for  these  artificers  when  the  main 
engines  of  the  ship  were  not  running 
at  all,  and  there  was  always  very  im- 
portant work  to  be  done  by  the  engine- 
room  artificer  whether  the  main  engines 
were  running  or  not.  Let  him  say  a 
word  on  behalf  of  a  class  whom  the  hon. 
Member  treated  rather  cavalierly.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  really  understood 
what  the  problem  was  about  the  stokers. 
They  were  a  most  admirably  conducted 
class.  They  went  in  at  an  early  age  and 
went  through  a  very  onerous  course  of 
stoking.  They  were  first  trained  on 
shore  and  then  at  sea.  There  were 
32,000  in  the  Navy  and  the  whole  avenue 
of  promotion  was  shut  to  them.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Barrow  said  they  wanted 
more  wages.  He  did  not  dispute  that. 
He  only  wished  that  more  hon.  Members 
had  seen  the  class  of  work  which  the 
stokers  did,  because  it  was  very  onerous 
indeed.  Three  or  four  years  ago 
it  was  proposed  to  give  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  those  men  an  opportunity 
of  acquiring  further  knowledge  which 
would  enable  them  to  take  charge  of 
engines  at  sea.  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  had  said  that  these  men  were 
going  to  be  taken  out  of  the  stoke-hole 
and  made  artificers.  It  should  not  be 
overlooked  that  the  qualified  stoker 
mechanicians  had  to  serve  five  years 
before  they  could  attain  warrant  officer 
rank.  He  thought  the  man  who  had  served 
first  as  stoker,  then  as  mechanician, 
and,  with  the  approval  of  all  his  superior 
officers,  had  qualified  for  warrant  rank, 
was  entitled  to  the  full  reward  of  his 
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labours.  He  could  not  see  what  in- 
justice that  would  be  to  any  other  per- 
son on  board  ship.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  allow  themselves 
to  be  misled  by  what  had  been  said  by 
some  hon.  Members  on  this  subject. 
He  agreed  with  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  when  he  said  that  if  they 
were  going  to  upset  the  new  system 
it  was  no  use  doing  it  in  the  way  which 
had  been  suggested.  They  had  a  tremen- 
dous weapon  in  their  hands  which  had 
served  them  well  in  the  past,  and  those 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  past 
history  of  the  Board  of  the  Admiralty 
knew  what  difficulties  and  dangers  of 
this  kind  had  brought  to  the  country. 
He  thought  every  hon.  Member  would 
admit  that,  if  they  wished  to  take 
any  action  in  regard  to  the  policy 
of  the  Board  of  the  Admiralty,  it  was 
neither  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
or  the  Navy  itself,  nor  was  it  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  this  House,  that  it 
should  be  done  by  what  was  in  efiect  a 
vote  of  censure  upon  the  Admiralty.  The 
remedy  was  in  their  own  hands.  If  they 
had  not  got  the  Board  of  the  Admiralty 
that  they  ought  to  have,  let  them  have  one 
which  would  more  accurately  represent 
the  opinions  of  hor.  Members.  But 
let  not  the  House  of  Commons  try  to 
do  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
l)ecau8e  so  surely  as  Members  of  that 
House  attempted  to  do  that  so  surely 
would  they  fail,  so  surely  would  they 
exaggerate  existing  evils,  so  surely 
would  they  bring  the  House  into  con- 
tempt, and  so  surely  would  they 
injure  the  great  service  which  stood 
bt'tweeu    the      country    and    disaster. 

*Mk.  l^KAUCHAMP  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
loft)  s:ii(l  that  nobody  would  gainsay 
tln'  stateniont  that  the  training  of  officers 
was  QUO  of  tho  most  important  questions 
of  naval  administration.  In  time  of 
^va^  th(\v  would  have  to  rely  upon  the 
prrsonnri  us  woU  as  th(»  material.  They 
ir.ight  have  tho  best  ships  which  the 
ingenuity  of  the  naval  architect  could 
j)nMhi(('.  They  might  be  armed  with 
;.-nns  of  tho  ^iroatost  powor  and  precision, 
ilioy  might  k^\tm  be  outrivalled  by  their 
oiioniyin  those  things,  but  there  remained 
tho  human  element  which  nmst  always  be 
one  of  the  dotormining  factors  in  war. 
A  high  state  of  efficiency  in  the  personnel 

Mr.  Arnold-Fcrster. 


was  of  even  greater  importance  than  the 
perfection  of  the  material.  It  was  thi> 
consideration  which  led  to  the  intiodnc- 
tion  of  the  new  scheme.  The  change  from 
sail  to  steam,  from  muule-loadezB  to 
breech  -loaders  and  quick  -  firing  gim% 
changes  which  had  converted  a  modern 
warship  into  a  huge  engine  room,  fnll 
of  complicated  machinery  and  mechanicAl 
contrivances  of  all  kinds,  necessitated  an 
improved  and  advanced  education  and 
for  this  the  scheme  provided.  It  was 
no  hastily  formed  plan,  but  a  matured 
scheme  which  recognised  that  evexr 
naval  officer  should  have  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  motive  powers  of  the 
ship  he  was  called  upon  to  handle  in 
time  of  peace  and  would  have  to  fight 
in  time  of  war.  The  scheme  was  in  its 
infancy  and  some  years  must  elapse 
before  they  could  judge  whether  it  ful- 
filled all  that  was  expected  of  it  by  its 
authors.  Its  essential  principle  was  that 
all  were  to  be  taken  from  the  same  stock, 
and  at  the  same  age  all  to  enter  through 
the  same  door,  and  all  to  share  the  same 
training  in  the  initial  stages  of  their  naval 
life.  Lord  Tweedmouth  had  said  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  present  Board 
to  give  the  new  policy  a  fair  trial  and  to 
wait  and  watch  its  operations  and  to 
make  any  changes  therein  that  time  and 
experience  showed  to  be  necessazy.  The 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn -had  des- 
cribed the  scheme  in  1903  that  so  far  from 
being  a  sudden  revolution  it  was  a  gradual 
change  which  could  be  arrested,  hastened, 
or  altered  at  any  point.  What  could  a 
Committee  of  inquiry  do  t  They  would 
have  no  fresh  data  to  go  upon  and  they 
would  lack  the  materials  upon  which  to 
form  a  definite  opinion  on  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  scheme  as  a  whole, 
and  he  was  glad  the  First  Lord 
had  decided  not  to  grant  an  inquiry. 

*^iR  IVOR  HERBERT  (Monmouth- 
shire, S.)  expressed  his  extreme  regret 
that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admixakv 
had  opposed  an  absolute .  ncn  poMmMif 
to  the  request  for  an  inquiry  into  certaip 
matters  which  had  been  very  ably  placed 
before  the  Committee.  He  was  surprised 
at  such  an  attitude  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  remembwsd  the 
valuable  service  which  he  had  xendersd 
to  the  Army  by  calling  for  an  inqniiy  ata 
time  when  he  was  not  in  a  pontum  of 
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Ministerial  responsibility.    He  could  not 
believe  that  in  so  short  a  period  he  had 
altogether  changed  the  views  he  then  held. 
No  one  could  have  listened  to  the  very 
able  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Croydon  without  realising 
that  there  were  possibly  points  of  mis- 
understanding which  might  by   a  little 
inquiry  be  very  easily  cleared  up.    He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  before  the  debate 
terminated  a  wiser  tone  might  be  adopted 
than   was  to  be  found  in  the  absolute 
refusal  of  inquiry  with  which  his  hon. 
friend's  request  had  been  met.  His  object 
in  rising  was  to  draw  attention  to  the  feel- 
ing of  grievance   and   uneasiness  which 
existed  in  a  part  of  the  Naval  force  of 
which    he    was    able    to     speak     from 
personal  knowledge,   having  been  asso- 
ciated with  it  on  active  service  on  two 
occasions  and  having  had  several  years' 
association    with    it    in  time  of   peace 
— ^he    alluded   to   the    Royal    Marines. 
They    were    seriously    affected    by   the 
changes   introduced   into   the   Navy   in 
recent  years,  and  at  the  present  moment 
they  seemed  to  be  threatened,  if  not  with 
extinction,  at  least  with  that  process  of 
gradual  elimination  which  caused  very 
great   uneasiness   to    all    who    admired 
efficiency.     There   had   been    many  in- 
quiries directed  to  the  question  of  the 
way  in  which  the  Royal  Marines  had  been 
affected  by  those  changes.     The     hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  last  year  pressed 
that  the  Minority  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee   which    had    inquired    into    the 
working  of  the  scheme  should  be  laid 
before    the    House.     Admiral    Douglas' 
Committee  consisted  of  eight  Naval  officers 
and  one  Marine  officer.     It  might  have 
been  expected  that  the   result  of  that 
Commission's    inquiry    would    not     be 
an  unanimous  Report.    The  Marine  officer 
finding    himself  in    a    minority  had   to 
make  a  Report  of  his  own.    That  Report 
had     never    been     published.      In     his 
opinion  and  in   that  of  persons  of   far 
greater  experience  than  himself  in  regard 
to   the  Naval   service  it   was    desirable 
that  the  views    of  the    Marine    branch 
should    be    made    known.      When    the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  was    asked 
a  Question  on  this  subject  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dulwich  on  23rd  May  last 
year,  the  reply  was  that  the  Board  had 
not  decided  whether  the  Minority  Report 


should  be  published  or  not.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Committee  would  be 
informed  by  the  present  Sec^tary  to  the 
Admiralty  that  the  condition  of  cogita- 
tion was  still  going  on.  It  was  li^hly 
desirable  that  a  definite  answer  should 
be  given  as  to  whether  the  views  of  the 
Marine  officer  who  sat  on  that  impor- 
tant Committee  would  be  made  known 
or  not.  Reference  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Blackfriars 
Division  to  the  Memorandum  published 
in  November,  1905,  which  dealt  at 
some  length  with  the  changes  affect- 
ing the  Royal  Marines.  He  had  read 
the  Memorandum  with  great  care, 
and  could  only  characterise  it  as  being 
of  the  most  astounding  and  misleading 
nature  he  had  ever  read  in  any  Blue- 
book.  A  precedent  was  sought  for 
placing  the  Royal  Marines  under  naval 
executive  officers,  and  it  was  found 
in  the  eighteenth  century  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  distinguished  admirals  to 
honorary  positions  in  the  corps.  That 
could  hardly  form  a  precedent  for  that 
which  was  now  being  done.  But  if  there 
was  any  doubt  whether  that  precedent 
was  a  good  one  or  not  the  records  of  the 
House  would  dispoae  of  it,  for  it  was  in 
obedience  to  a  Rosolution  of  the  House 
that  the  Lord^-Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  took  into  consideration  a 
recommendation  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1833  to  appropriate  to  other  pur- 
poses the  sinecures  which  were  given  to 
the  naval  officers  appointed  to  those 
honorary  positions.  It  was  a  bad  thing  to 
quote  a  precedent  which  would  not  bear 
examination.  They  were  told  it  might 
be  necessary  to  make  slight  alterations 
in  detail  in  order  to  adapt  the  naval 
lieutenant  to  the  position  of  captain 
in  the  Royal  Marines.  It  was  considered 
that  subjiltern  officers  of  Marines  could 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  d'ities 
of  such  officers  m"ght  be  carried 
out  by  warrant  officers.  Anybody  who 
had  had  experience  in  military  duty 
would  deny  that  the  duties  which  were 
legitimately  placed  on  commissioned 
officers  could  be  efficiently  carried 
out  by  warrant  officers.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  what  would  be  the  sense 
of  promoting  men  from  warrant 
rank  to  commission  rank  unless  by 
giving  that  promotion  they  could  get 
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something  from  whicli  the  service  could 
derive    some    benefit  ?    They   were    in- 
formed that  the  naval  officer  qualified 
for  military  duties  would  be  thoroughly 
able  to  undertake  the  duties  of  captain 
in    the    Royal    Marines.      It   was    not 
mere     qualification     in    certain    duties 
that  was  necessary  in  order  to   produce 
efficiency    in   a    special    arm.      A  high 
8'andard   of    efficiency  depended   upon 
the    spirit     and     the     tradition     of    a 
whole  corps,  and  that  could  only  exist 
whcjre  it  was  maintained  by  an  efficient 
body  of  officers  animated  by  that  spirit 
and  tradition.    If  they  took  away  from 
the  Royal  Marines,  or  any  other  of  His 
Majesty's  armed  forces,  their  own  officers, 
it  would  be  found  that  there  would  be  a 
sonsible     deterioration     in     the     whole 
cfruieiKry  of  the  corps.     They  were  told 
also  that  this  distinguished  corps,  which 
for  200  years  had  been  employed  wherever 
the  British  flag  had  been  seen,  and  which 
bore  the  most  honourable  record  and  the 
proudest  motto  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
had  in  the  past  been  divided  up  and  had 
served   in   sliips   where   there   were   no 
Marine  officers.     If  it  were  Parliamen- 
tary to  express  his  view  on  that  state- 
ment lie  would  like  to  do  it,  but  he  could 
not.      He    would    only   state    that   out 
of    8.r)00     Mariius  who    were   annually 
embarked  on  ships,  one-third  only  were 
cmployc^d   in   shijs    without   their   own 
officers.     Special     and     most     stringent 
conditions   were    laid   doNMi   as   to    the 
se'ection  of  these  men.     No  man  in  the 
second  class  of  character  and  conduct 
could  be  included,  and  if  a  man  by  some 
misc^hance  fell  into  the  second  class  of 
conduct  while  so  employed  he  had  to  be 
immedkitely  removed  into  a  ship  where 
there  was  a  Marine  officer.     Could  any- 
thing be  more  conclusive  of  the  fact  that 
the  Admiralty  had  regarded  it  as  one  of  the 
secrets  of  ellLciency  in  the  Marine  Corps 
that  there  were  those  officers  who  could 
bring   them   u]>  when  the   men,   unfor- 
tunately,    fell     away    from     the     high 
standard  ?     Tlu^y  were  told  that  no  regi- 
mental system  had  existed  in  the  Marines 
at   all.     He   was   proud  to   be   able   to 
contradict  that  from  lus  own  knowledge. 
For  a  whole  year  on  active  service  he 
served  si<b^  by  side  in  ^tlu^  same  corps 
with  oillcers    and   men     of    the   Royal 
Marines,     and     he    had    never    known 
any    corps    whirh     possesa(ul     sucli     a 
,    Sir  I  rftr  Herbert,  ^        -,  ^ 


thorough  regimental  system  as  the 
Royal  Marines.  The  fact  that  there 
was  uneasiness  at  present  not  onlv 
among  the  officers  of  tlus  distinguished 
corps,  but  also  in  some  part  of  the 
country  which  had  for  generatioiu 
furnished  recruits  for  the  corps,  was 
enough  in  his  opinion  to  induce  the  Fint 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  modify  the 
attitude  which  he  had  taken  up  in 
refusing  all  inquiry  into  this  grievance. 
He  would  conclude  by  quoting  the 
memorable  words  used  by  the  greatest 
of  all  naval  administrators,  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  regarding  this  famous  corps— 

""  I  never  knew  an  appeal  to  them  for  honour, 
oourage,  or  loyalty  that  they  did  not  more  than 
realise  my  highest  expectation.  If  ever  aar 
hour  of  real  danger  should  come  to  Enghod, 
the  Royal  Marines  will  be  found  the  country V 
sheet  anchor." 

He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuu 
would  consent  to  some  inquiry,  at  any 
rate,  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  recent 
changes  upon  this  important  branch  of 
His  Majesty's  Service. 

Mr.   CROYD9N  MARKS   (Cornwall. 
Launceston)    said    that    engineers   who 
wished   to   enter   His   Majesty's   Naval 
Service  only  desired  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  continue  to  train  them- 
selves at  their  own  expense,  instead  of 
being  trained  in  the    dockyards  and  on 
board  men-of-war  at  the  public  expense. 
Engineers  who  had  trained  themselves 
to  a  high  state  of  efficiency  felt  that 
they  were  being  ignored  and  saperseded 
by  others  of  less  knowledge  than  them- 
selves, who  were   placed    in    authority 
over  them.    He  contended  that  an  en- 
gineer joining  the  Royal  Navy  should  not 
find  that  he  had  joined  a  branch  of  the 
Service  which  was  regarded  as  inferior. 
Out   of    every    eight    officers    in    the 
British  Navy  three  must  be  engineers. 
At  Dartmouth  not  one  in   ten  cadets 
desired  to  become  an  engineer.      That 
being    the     case,    it    was     absurd   to 
attempt   to   make   specialists   by  com- 
pulsion  rather   than   by   choice.    Thej 
could  not  get  men  to  do  their  duty 
properly  and  efficiently  umply  because  it 
was  the  work  of  their  life.    NatnzaU7,an 
engmeer  did  not  want  to  be  anything 
but  an  engineer,  and  all  he  objected  te 
was  having  another  officer,  of  whom  be 
knew    nothing,    placed    over,  bis  ,|ii|Bn. 
Tiuler  the  present  entry  men  wbrhad 
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Bpeoialised  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
would  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  engine 
room  over  men  who  had  a  highly  finished 
training  and  great  practical  experience 
as  engineers.  Under  the  existing  system 
-engineers  outside  the  Service  felt  that 
.the  door  of  entry  to  the  Royal  Navy 
was  absolutely  closed  against  them, 
that  the  expense  of  training  was  too 
great,  and  that  the  Admiralty  drew 
their  engineers  from  a  different  class  of 
society  than  formerly  for  this  important 
•branch  of  the  Service.  It  was  all  very 
well  to  speak  of  £75  a  year  as  being  a 
paltry  sum ;  but  that  meant  all  the 
difference  between  comfort  and  dis- 
comfort in  the  homes  from  which  the 
best  engineers  in  the  past  had  been 
drawn.  Then,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  engineering  was  not  a  stationary 
science.  A  few  years  ago  there  was 
nothing  but  the  long  cylinder  boilers. 
These  had  given  place  to  tubular  boilers, 
and  high  pressure  expansion  engines  had 
given  place  to  turbines.  He  believed 
that  the  time  was  coming  when  gas 
would  be  the  motive  power,  and  the 
man  who  had  specialised  ten  years 
before  by  compulsion  would  be  out  of 
it.  They  must  have  engineers  who  would 
appreciate  the  future  as  well  as  the 
past,  and  not  those  who  would  be 
continually  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  they  would  get  on  deck  for  pro- 
motion. In  regard  to  the  mechani- 
cians, he  did  not  believe  that  the  stokers 
desired  to  be  drawn  into  that  particular 
class.  He  knew  that  complaints  were 
made  from  both  branches  of  the  Service 
in  regard  to  that.  Stokers  up  to  twenty- 
six  and  a  half  years  of  age  were  put  to 
work  they  knew  nothing  about,  and 
after  three  months  filing,  drillijig,  and 
chipping  they  were  supposed  to  have 
learned  a  trade,  which  otherwise  would 
have  required  a  training  for  a  period  of 
six  and  three-cjuarter  years,  in  order  that 
they  might  subsequently  take  charge 
•of  the  engine-room  in  place  of  men  who 
had  come  into  the  Service  from  the  out- 
side, and  who  had  been  trained  at  their 
X)wn  cost  and  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
country.  A  man  who  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  stoke-hole  and  put  into  the 
engine-room  as  a  mechanician  had  not 
had  the  fimdamental  training  which 
would  give  him  an  aptitude  for  enginojr- 


ing  work.  The  best  engineer  in  the 
merchant  service  was' not  the  man  who 
was  alleged  to  be  capable  of  repairing 
engines,  but  the  man  who  would  take 
care  that  repairs  were  not  necessary. 
He  knew  what  to  do  to  avoid  the  trouble 
of  repairs ;  and  a  similar  class  of  men  in 
the  Royal  Navy  would  save  the  country 
large  sums  of  money.  If  any  hon. 
Member  desired  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  made  it  ought  not  to  be  held  that  he 
wished  to  be  a  censpr  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  He  took  it  that  the  Board 
of  Admiralty  were  the  servants  of  the 
country.  He  spoke  on  this  subject  as 
knowing  the  opinion  of  the  whole 
engineering  profession ;  and  they  were 
absolutely  opposed  to  what  had  been 
done.  If  he  were  to  decline  to  ask  for 
an  inquiry  lest  it  should  be  said  that  he 
was  disloyal  to  the  (rovernment,  then, 
he  contended,  he  would  rather  be  disloyal 
to  the  Government  than  to  his  convictions 
as  an  engineer.  He  hoped  his  hon. 
friend  would  press  for  an  inquiry  without 
any  fear  as  to  whether  they  were  going  to 
offend  anyone  in  high  position  at  the 
Admiralty.  He  hoped  that  the  First 
Lord  would  see  his  way,  through  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  to 
make  some  suggestion  which  would  go 
some  way  towards  a  itecognition  that 
there  was  a  great  grievance  at  the  present 
;  time  in  the  engine-room.  It  must  be 
j  remembered  that  the  engine-room  was 
I  the  vital  part  of  the  ship  and  that  there 
were  32,000  men  in  the  stoke-holes  of  the 
I  Navy  who  were  seeking  promotion. 
They  had  been  told  that  a  good  many 
had  got  it ;  but  all  that  that  amounted 
to  was  that  100  per  annum  were  made 
into  mechanicians.  That  was  not  the 
'  kind  of  promotion  they  desired,  becau83 
th(»re  were  other  duties  which  they  could 
well  perform  without  being  taught  a  new 
trade.  He  therefore  suggested  that  the 
First  Lord  should  give  way  or  speak  in  a 
more  conciliatory  tone  than  he  had 
'  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  debate. 

*the  parliamentary  secre- 
;  tary  to   the   admiralty  (dr. 

Macnamara,  Camberwell,  N.)  said  h© 
'  must  congratulate  .  the  mover  and 
I  seconder  of  the  reduction  on  the  great 
'  good  temper  and  moderation  displayed 
I  in   their    sp^ochos.      Further,    h3    wtts 
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quite  sure  that  the  whole  desire*! 
of  the  Coniinittee  in  these  discus- 
sions was  to  protect  the  great 
Service  upon  which,  in  the  main,  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  these  realms 
depended.  The  problem  of  the  entry  and 
training  of  the  naval  officer  had  been  a 
matter  of  the  closest  consideration  for 
many  years  past,  and  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  say  that  any  change  had  been 
sudden,  although  it  might  in  its  nature 
be  revolutionary.  A  Committee  under 
Admiral  Shadwell  sat  in  1870  ;  another, 
of  which  Admiral  Rice  was  Chairman, 
sat  in  1875 ;  a  third,  of  which  Mr. 
Gordon  was  Chairman,  sat  in  1877 ; 
and  a  fourth,  under  Admiral  Luard, 
satin  1886.  Ajiyonewho  read  the  Reports 
of  these  Committees  must  be  struck  by 
the  extent  to  which  all  these  Committees 
liad  foreshadowed  in  general  terms 
the  scheme  which  was  now,  as  the  result 
of  Lord  Selborne's  Committee's  Report 
in  1902,  the  scheme  in  being.  Admiral 
Luard's  Committee  raised  the  age  of 
entry  from  between  twelve  and  thirteen 
and  a  half  years  of  age,  to  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  and  a  half.  Then 
came  the  changes  introduced  by  Lord 
Goschen  in  1896-97.  He  made  a  very 
considerable  change  hi  the  age 
of  training,  probably  not  from  any 
scientific  or  academic  reason,  but 
largely  because  of  the  shortage  of 
the  men  on  the  lieutenants'  list  which 
was  inadequate  for  the  necessities  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  fleet.  Something 
had  to  be  done  to  shorten  up  the  time 
from  entry  as  cadet  to  sub -lieutenant. 
The  changes  made  were — the  age  of 
entry  was  raised  to  between  fourteen 
aid  fifteen  and  a  half ;  the  "  Britannia  " 
course  was  shortened  from  two  years  to 
one  year  and  four  months  ;  the  period 
of  service  afloat  as  cadet  was  reduced 
from  twelve  months  to  eight  months, 
and  the  period  of  service  afloat  as  mid- 
shipman was  reduced  from  three  and  a 
half  years  to  three  years.  Then  came 
Lord  Selbonie's  great  scheme  which 
was  launched  in  December,  1902.  The 
genius  of  Lord  Selborne's  scheme  was 
the  principle  of  common  early  entry 
and  conmion  early  training  for  all  naval 
oflicers.  Prior  to  that  three  classes 
of  Executives,  Engineers,  and  Marines 
liad  entered  on  totally  different  condi- 
tions und  at  different  ages,  and  had  been 
Lr.  Macnamara. 


trained  on  wholly  different  lines.  From 
1903  onwards  all  were  taken  from  the 
same  stock,  at  the  same  age,  and  ill 
entered  through  the  same  door  and 
received  the  same  training  in  the  I  itiftl 
stages  of  their  naval  life.  In  his  cele- 
brated memorandum  of  December,  1902, 
Lord  Selbome,  said — 

"  In  the  old  days  it  suffieed  if  a  naval  olBc«r 
WHS  a  seaman.  Now,  he  must  beaMamiB, 
a  ffunner,  a  Mildier  and  a  man  of  sdeiioeaf 
well.  It  is  not  only  that  maehineiy  driven  b/ 
electrio,  h^rdraulic,  or  ateam  power  is  evay 
year  becoming  more  complicated  in  charaetor 
and  multiplying  in  form,  and  that  tlierefon  ■ 
more  extensive  edncation  in  applied  adflneo  ii 
necessary  for  speoiadised  officers,  but  in  variom 
ways  the  need  of  a  more  general  adentifie 
training  has  become  apparent." 

The    right    hon.  Glentleman    the  Krst 

Lord    had    told    the   Committee   whit 

happened.       Entries   took    place  three 

times    a    year,  anybody    could   apply, 

the   bojTs   went    before    the   Interviev 

Committee    armed    with    reports    from 

school,  and  after    passing  a  qualifying 

educational  and  medical  ezanunation  the 

first  Lord  selected  the  number  needed 

from  a  list  of  those  who  had  been  most 

successful.    Perhaps   he   ought  to  add 

that  thirteen  nominations  annually  were 

placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary 

,  of  State  for  the  Colonies.    The  Inter- 

I  view  Committee  consisted  of  a  flag  officer, 

i  an  experienced  schoolmaster,  a  second 

I  naval  officer  either  of  flag  rank  or  a  post- 

I  captain  with  some  experience  of  training 

I  work,  and  a  representative  of  the  first 

I  Lord.    He  would  like  to  quote  just  two 

I  extracts  from  many  eulogistic  reports  of 

I  civil  members  whose  opinions  wo^dhave 

j  weight  with  the  Committee.    There  was 

I  boundless  testimony  from  several  mem- 

'  bers  as  to  the  adequacy  of  this  system 

for  getting  at  the  natural  capacity  of  the 

boy.    Canon  Lyttelton  said — 

""  I  have  no  doubt  that  for  eatimating  the 
nll-round  powers  of  a  boy  thla  infonnal  coa- 
vcrsation,  coupled  with  the  paper  teat  aflei^ 
wards  and  the  time  at  Osbome,  afldfda  tlie  beet 
method  of  examination  yet  devJMd  in  fiigbad; 
it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  cntniwe  lo 
the  Army  should  be  regulated  t — «— st— k™  * 


Mr.  Arthur  Acland,  Vice-Presidflnt  of  the 
Council  of  Education  in  1892-96 1 


**  The  plan  that  has  been  adopted  at  tit 


Admiralty  with  regard  to  those 

to  l>erome  naval  cadets  appcMura  to 

having  taken   my  share  in    ~ 

boys,  to  be  a  complete  succeaa  lor  the 

that  you  have  i 
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He  was  a  moet  profound  believer  in  this 
STstem  of  selection.  It  killed  the 
crammer  and  they  got  at  the  real  native 
capacity  of  the  boy  by  this  system  far 
better  than  by  a  month  of  written  exa- 
minations. He  saw  the  system  at  work- 
on  15th  June,  and  as  an  old  schoolmaster 
with  thirty  years  teaching  experience 
behind  him  he  was  very  greatly  impressed. 
He  most  cordially  endorsed  this  system 
of  selecting  the  boys  if  it  was  desired  to 
get  at  the  truth  of  their  real  native 
capacity. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  asked  how  long  these 
bo3^  were  before  the  Committee,  was  it 
about  twenty  minutes,  and  what  was  the 
percentage  of  the  rejections.  Was  it 
about  60  per  cent.  ? 

♦Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  that  while  he 
was  there  the  boys  were  before  the  Inter- 
view Committee  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
What  the  percentage  of  rejections  was 
he  did  not  know.  The  boys  selected 
then  went  to  Osborne  for  two  years, 
and  then  they  went  down  to  Dartmouth 
for  two  years.  During  this  time  the 
weeding-out  process  was  continued,  so 
that  only  the  very  best  were  taken  for 
the  Navy.  He  might  shortly  say  that 
30  per  c«it.  of  the  time  was  devoted  to 
engmeering,  50  per  cent,  to  mathematics 
and  general  subjects,  and  20  per  cent,  to 
executive  seamanship.  For  the  last 
eight  months  of  that  time  they  went  on  a 
training  cruiser,  where  their  education 
in  applied  science,  engineering,  navi- 
gation, and  seamanship,  was  continued 
under  conditions  that  made  it  more 
directly  professional;  they  also  learned 
something  of  gunnery  and  torpedo,  and  of 
the  general  duties  of  a  Naval  officer. 
The  system  was  now  in  full  working 
order,  there  were  900  cadets  in  two 
colleges,  and  two  training  cruisers,  the 
"Cumberland"  and  the  "Cornwall." 
At  the  end  of  the  cruise  a  final  passing 
out  examination  was  held  which  deter- 
mined the  place  of  the  cadet  on  the 
Navy  list.  They  were  then  rated  mid- 
shipmen and  distributed  to  sea-going 
ships  for  three  years  sea  service.  The 
first  batch  of  cadets  trained  in  this  way 
passed  into  the  fleet  in  May  of  this  year 
as  midshipmen.  It  would  be  observed  that 
the  cadets  passed  into  the  Navy  at  seven- 
teen and  a  half  years  of  age.     With  regard 


to  the  cost  to  the  parents,  it  would 
probably  be  of  interest  to  hon.  Members 
who  had  raised  this  question  if  he  now 
compared  the  cost  of  the  new  system  with 
that  of  the  old.  Under  the  new  system 
a  boy  entered  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
years  and  eight  months  and  thirteen* 
He  served  four  years  at  the  collegef^ 
two-thirds  of  a  year  in  the  training 
cruiser,  and  slightly  over  three  years  as 
a  midshipman.  The  fees  payable  were 
£75  for  the  first  four  years  and  £50  for 
the  remainder.  If  he  added  to  the  fees 
of  the  four  years  at  the  colleges  £35  or 
£40  a  year  on  account  of  railway  ex- 
penses, outfit,  holiday  expenses,  sut« 
scriptions  to  sports  fund,  payments  kt 
washing,  etc.,  they  would  be  fairly 
within  the  mark.  Therefore,  -up  to  the 
close  of  the  midshipman's  career  the 
parent  would  get  oil  with  an  aggregate 
of  from  £600  to  £650.  But  the  Admiralty 
reserved  the  power  of  selecting  from  the 
cadets  seeking  entry  a  limited  number  of 
boys  who  were  admitted  at  £40  a  year, 
they  being  the  sons  of  officers  of  the 
Navy,  Army,  or  Marines,  or  of  civil 
officers  under  the  Admiralty.  But  he 
had  looked  into  that  matter  and  he 
found  that  out  of  each  entry  of  sixty-five 
to  seventy  boys  the  number  who  entered 
at  £40  a  year  were  only  three  or  four. 
Under  the  old  system,  the  old  executive 
officer  entered  at  the  age  of  from  fourteen 
and  a  half  to  fifteen  and  a  half  years. 
The  training  consisted  of  one  year  on  the 
"  Britannia  "  one-third  of  a  year  on  the 
training  cruiser,  and  three  and  one -third 
years  as  a  midjshipman,  four  years  and 
eight  months  in  all.  The  fees  payable 
were  £75  for  the  first  year  and  one-third, 
and  £50  a  year  for  the  remainder.  If 
he  made  the  same  kind  of  calculation 
here  as  he  made  in  the  other  case,  he 
found  that  the  parent  got  off,  under  the 
old  system  with  a  payment  of  about 
£300,  but  hon.  Members  would  observe 
that  he  had  to  maintain  the  boy  himself 
for  something  Uke  two  years,  which 
would  represent  the  period  which  he 
would  now  spend  at  Osborne,  and  he 
would  pay  a  considerable  fee  for  the  boy 
to  be  crammed.  So  that  after  all,  the 
present  system  was  probably  no  dearer 
than  the  old,  so  far  as  that  class 
of  officer  was  concerned.  With  regard 
to  the  engineer  officers  under  the 
old  system,  the  engineer  cadets  entered 
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approved  of  by  almost  every  authority 
that  he  had  consulted.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  forced  this  reduction  to  a 
division,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
support  the  Government. 

Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire,  Govan) 
said  he  desired  to  support  the  Motion  for 
reduction,  but  not  without  some  words 
of  explanation  of  his  reasons.  Anyone 
who  would  weaken  the  system  of  disci- 
pline in  the  Navy,  our  first  line  of  defence, 
would  deserve  the  censure  of  that  HoUse, 
and  of  the  whole  nation,  but  in  this 
matter  he  confessed  to  a  prejudice  in 
favour  of  his  o^n  trade.  Once  an 
engineer,  always  an  engineer.  Where 
he  believed  there  was  a  real  and  legiti- 
mate root  of  discontent  in  regard  to  the 
present  system  of  promotion,  was  the 
feeling  of  the  engineers  that  the  stokers, 
who  were  in  fact  a  lower  grade  of  their 
own  profession,  were  being  promoted 
over  the  heads  of  their  superiors.  The 
case  did  not  at  all  resemble  the  promotion 


of  members  of  another  and  a  distuict 
skilled  trade,  such  as  the  carpenten.  AH 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  also  the 
most  respected  occupants  of  the  front 
Government  bench,  were  working  steadily 
for  the  decasualising  of  labour.  Tint 
process,  the  organiung  of  labour,  neces- 
sarily involved  a  certain  amount  of 
discipline  and  recognition  of  ranks  in 
the  trades  concerned.  The  navtl 
authorities  should  not,  without  stnmg 
reasons,  do  anything  to  destroy  thsl 
sense  and  system.  Fcnr  this  reason  he 
supported  the  hon.  Member  for  Blick- 
friars,  but  at  the  same  time  he  must 
repeat  the  caution  against  any  weakening 
of  the  absolutely  necessary  discipline 
of  the  Navy.  There  should,  in  his 
opinion,  be  an  engineer  member  of  the 
selecting  or  interviewing  committee. 

Question  put. 

The    Committee    divided : — ^Ayes,  90 ; 
Noes,   205.    (Division  List  No.   180.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Allen,A.Acland   (Chrifttchuroh) 

Anstruther-Gray,  Major 

Bakor,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baldwin,  Stanley 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 

Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,Sir  JWilliams(Devonp'rt)  \ 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowerman,  C.  W.  , 

Bowles,  G.  Stewart 

Bramsdon,  T.  A.  ' 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 

Burnycat,  W.  J.  D.  | 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomiw  j 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.)  , 

f  V>urthope,  G.  Loyd  [ 

Crean,  Euffcno 

Crooks,  William 

(hirran,  Peter  Francis 

Dillon,  John 

Duncan,  Robt.(Lanark,Govan)  , 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanlcy) 

Foil,  Arthur 

Fcnwick,  Charles  i 

^^lllerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas  | 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J.  ! 


AYES. 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hudson,  Walter 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jowott,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester 

Lea,HughCeoil  (St.  Pknen^E. 

LuttrelK  Hugh  Fownes 

Maedonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah(Down,S.) 

MacVeigh,  Charles(Donegal,E.) 

M'Kcan,  John 

Marks,G  Croydon  (Launceston) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Middlemore,  Job  nThrogmorton 

Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Nannetti.  Joneph  P 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nolan,  Joseph 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 

O'Dohorty,  Philip 

O'Grady,  J 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.)  • 


O'Shaughnesfiy,  P.  J. 

Ftoker»  James  (Halifax) 

RavliiiBon,Johii  P^ederickFeel 

Rendall,  Athebtsn 

Richard8,TF.  (Wolveih'inpk*!! 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  Estt) 

Rowlands,  J. 

Rathaifotd,  W.  W.  (limpool) 

SeddoDfJ. 

8haeMctoB.Davaj 


Stanier,  Barille 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 
Steadmao,  W.  C 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Dnrfaasi) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Walters,  John  Tudor 
White,  Fktriok  (Hieatli,Nort]i) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
WiUde,  Alexander 
Williams,  CoL  R.(Dorset,W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Ifid) 
\^]son,  W.  T.  (Westhcwghtwi 


Tnuna  iob  nn  Ai 
George    Roberts 
Charles  r 


Aoland-Hood.Rt  Hn.Sir  AlexF. 
Ainsworth  John  Stirling 
'Allen  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee. 


NOES. 

Armitage,  R. 

As(iuith,  RtHn.  Herbert  Henry 

Balcarres,  Lord 


Balfour.  Robert  (LanaA) 
Banbuxy^ir  Avdsriek  Gsoni 
Baring,GodfN7(Us  «f  H^ 
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Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  J.M.(Aberdeen,W) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,Col.Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hope,  James  Fitzalan(Sheffield) 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Howard,  Hon.  Greoflfrey 
Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 
Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamont,  Norman 
LaWfAndrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lee,Arthur  H.(Hants,Fareham 
Lever, A.  Levy(Essex,Harwich) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J  M.((FalkirkBg*hs 
Maclean,  Donald 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Callum,  John  M. 
M*Crae,  Sir  George 
M*Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M*Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Markham*  Arthur  Basil 
Massie,  J. 

Meehan,Francis  £  (Leitrim,N. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Meysey-Thompson,  E.  C. 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Molteno,  Percy  Allport 
Montagu,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murray  ,Capt.  Hn.  A.  C.  (Kincar  d 
Myer,  Horatio 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  BasBetlaw) 
NicholsoUfdiarles  N(Donca8t'r 
Norman,  Sir  Percy 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
NuttaU,  Harry 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Philipps,  Col  Ivor  (S'thampton 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Price,Sir  Robert  J.  (Norfolk,.  E) 
Priestley,  Arthur  (Grantham) 
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Barlow^ir  John  E.(Somer8et) 
Barnard,  E.B. 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,Redmond  J.(Tyrone,N.) 
Beale,W.P. 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Bell,  Richard 

Bean,  W(TV*r  Hamlet8,S.Geo.) 
Bennett,  E.  N. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Brigg,  John 
.Brooklehurst,  W.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  C. 

Brunner,  J.F.L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  M.  H. 
CarUIe,  E.  Hildred 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  AUston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Cleland,  J.  W. 

Coates,  Major  E.  F.  (Lewisham) 
Collin8,Sir  Wm.  J(S.Pancras,W. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,C  H(Sussex,E.Grinst*d 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.(Tynemouth) 
Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 
Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Dalrymple,  Viscount 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 
Davies,  M.Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Duckworth,  James 
Edward8,Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Esslemont,  George  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Glendinnins:.  R.  G. 
Croddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Gooch.George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Gooch,Henry  Cubitt(Peckham) 
Gordon,  J. 

Greenwood.  Hamar  (York) 
Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harcourt,RobertV.  (Montrose 
Harms  worth,  R.L  (Caithn*ss-sh 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £1,334,600,  Naval  and  Marine 
Pensions,  Gratuities,  and  Compassionate 
Allowances. 


Frie6tley,W.E.B.(Bradford,E. ) 
Radf  oTcC  G.  H.  « 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf'rd 
Robertson,  J.  H.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon  ' 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Ronciman,  Rt.  Hon.  Walter   ^1 
Russell,  T.  W.  • 

Salter,  Arthur  CUvell 
Samuel,  Herbert  L  (Cleveland) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -CoLThos.  Myles 
Scarisbricky  T.  T.  L. 
Schwann,  C.  Duncan  (Hyde) 
Scott,  A.H(Ashtoh.under-Lyne 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw»  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B) 
Sheffield,SirBerekley  QeorgeD. 
Smeaton,  I>onald  Miickensue   . 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Sir  Albert 
Stanley,Hn.  A.Lyulph(Che8h.) 
Stav<#lay-HiU,  Henry  (Staff 'sh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland)  V 
Sutherland,  J.  E. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thome,  G.R.(Wolverhampton) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  Creorge 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vivian,  Henry 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Walker,  H.  De  R.  (Leicester) 
Waring,  Walter 
Wamer,Thomas  Courtenay,  T. 
Wason,  RtHn.E(Clackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
Whitehead,  Rowiaad 
Whitley,  John  Henry(Halifax) 
Whittaker,RtHn.Sir  ThomasP. 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.(Middlesbrovgh) 
WilsonJ.W.  (Worcestersh.,N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.(St.Pancras,S.) 
Wood,  T.  A(*Kinnon 

Tellers  for  tbe  Noes — Mr. 
Joseph  Pease  and  Master  of 
Elibank. 


♦Mr.  BRAMSDON  (Portsmouth)  saii 
he  wanted  to  raise  the  question  of  the 
Greenwich  age  pensioners,  but  there  were 
onlj  about  six  minutes  left  and^t^t 
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was  iiutliiiig  like  adequate  for  bo  impor- 
tant a  subject  in  which  bo  mauy  Mem- 
bers were  interested.  He  did  not  want 
to  prevent  the  Vote  being  obtained,  so  he 
suggested  that  if  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  receive  a  deputation  of  those 
Mombers  who  were  interested  in  the  sub- 
j(^r.t  ther  might  have  a  fuller  opportunity 
of  discussing  it,  $md  he  hoped  they  would 
•bo  able  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  which 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties  in- 
terested. 


{COMMO^'SJ;  Supplif.  17H 

CIVIL  SEKVICES  AND    REVENUE  DEr 
I'ARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  l»08-9. 

Class  II. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  propofiei 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,998,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  DecoBsary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  Maitb, 
1909,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  and  for 
Grants  in  Aid  of  Piers  or  Quays." 


Mr.  McEENNA  said  the  Scottish  Mem- 
bers had  been  promised  half  the  evening, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  possible 
to  do  justice  to  this  very  important 
question.  If  hon.  Members  who  were 
particularly  interested  would  be  good 
enough  to  make  representations  to  him 
(m  a  day  suitable  to  themselves  at  the 
Admiralty  he  thought  on  the  whole, 
on  a  technical  subject  of  this  kind,  they 
would  get  better  results  than  by  debating 
it  now,  and  he  hoped  •  the  Committee 
would  agree  to  the  suggestion. 

♦Mr.  BRAMSDON  said  that  a  great 
many  persons  throughout  the  country 
w(^re  ijiterested  in  the  subject,  and  it  would 
!)(».  iiijulvivsable,  perhaps,  to  have  a  meeting 
with  the  First  Lord  unless  they  could  do 
HO  in  a  public  jnaniier.  Perhaps  he 
would  agree  to  reporters  being  present. 

Mr.  McKENNA  said  that  that  also  at 
first  sight  would  appear  to  be  reasonable. 
PtM'liajw  his  hoji.  friend,  however,  would 
not  ask  a  pledge  from  him  on  that  point. 

Mr.  JENKINS  (C^iatham)  said  that  no 
r<'fcnMicc  whatov(»r  had  been  made  to 
(jiicstions  ailccting  potty  oflicers,  seamen 
or  stokers.  If  the  right  hon.  Ontleman 
would  receive  a  deputation  he  would 
withhold    his    remarks. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  £86^800,  Haif-l'ay  and  lietired 
]\iy. 

•k  £377,^00,  Civil  IVnsiona  and 
Gratuities. 

Iicsolutions  to  be  rejwrted. 

Mr.  Bramsdon.  - 


Sir  ARTHUR  BIGNOLD  (Fick 
Burghs)  moved  a  reduction  of  £100  and 
said  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  local 
question  of  fishing  in  the  Moray  Fiitii 
had  drifted  into  being  treated  as  an  In- 
ternational one,  but  that  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  pass  away  from  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Scottish  Committee,  for 
the  basis  of  international  law  and  inter- 
national comity  was  international  Con- 
ventions, and  these  were  as  open  to  the 
observation  of  the  Conunittee  as  tiiev 
were  to  that  of  Dover  House  or  the  Foreign 
Office.  What  the  fishermen  of  Caithness 
desired  was  to  know  how  they  stood  in 
respect  of  their  rights  to  claim  the  ckiaing 
of  the  Firth  ;  three  unanimous  decisions 
in  their  favour  had  been  given  by  the 
highest  Court  in  Scotland,  the  fint  on 
19th  July,  1905,  and  one  decision  against 
them,  viz.,  by  the  present  Government, 
but  whether  that  decision  was  unanimons 
or  not,  was  unknown.  The  Conventions 
which  affected  the  matter  were  bat  four, 
and  even  that  number  was  reducible. 
First  the  Convention  of  August,  1839, 
between  the  Queen  of  England  and  the 
King  of  France ;  secondly,  die  Convention 
between  Great  Britain  and  Belgium  in 
1852;  thirdly,  the  Convention  between 
the  Emperor  of  France  and  Great  Britain 
in  1867 ;  and,  fourthly  and  lastly,  the 
North  Sea  Convention  between  Great 
Britain,  France,  Belgium,  Germany, 
Denmark  and  the  Netherlands.  The 
first  of  these  four  Conventions,  namelj, 
that  of  1839,  was  merged  in  vA 
abrogated  by  the  Convention  of 
1867.  ;That  between  Belgium  aal 
ourselves  was  limited  to  zeoipncal 
concession  of  the  most  favouxed  nation 
clause  to  each  country.  The  sole  poiBft 
in  the  Convention  of  1867  was  pEacttMr 
limited  to  an  agreem^t  in  tM&ft  ^ 
a  three    miles  lin^t  'betoMH.wB  M 
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signatory  parties,  France  and  Great 
Britain,  on  all  their  shores  save  one 
angle  of  France.  The  North  Sea  Conven- 
tion declared  that  it  referred  solely  to 
policing  the  waters  of  the  North  Sea.  It 
recognised  as  between  the  parties  to  the 
Convention  a  three  miles  limit  in  all 
waters  and  in  all  cases.  It  set  out  how 
the  line  was  to  be  drawn  in  bays  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  miles  in  breadth,  in  the  case 
of  larger  bays  it  was  silent,  and  in  one  case, 
and  in  one  case  only,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood o{  the  Firth,  it  made  a  special 
delimitation,  i.e.,  between  Dimcansbay 
Head  and  the  Southern  Point  of  South 
Ronaldshay.  There  was  not  in  the  Con- 
vention a  word  or  a  suggestion  that  as  long 
as  subjects  and  foreigners  were  treated 
alike  a  country  did  not  retain  the  right 
to  regulate  the  fisheries  off  its  own  coasts. 
There  was  not  a  word  or  a  suggestion  in 
the  Convention  that  the  Moray  Firth  was 
international  waters.  He  wished  to  refer 
to  how  it  was  that  the  case  came  before 
the  High  Court  of  Appeal : — The  Fisheries 
Board  in  1890  by  virtue  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  Herring  Fisheries 
(Scotland)  Act,  1889,  and  the  Herring 
Fisheries  (Scotland)  Amendment  Act  in 
1890,  drew  a  line  wdthiri  which  they  ex- 
excluded  from  the  Firth  all  trawlers  from 
the  Ord  of  Caithness  to  the  Craghead  in 
Banffshire,  and  again  in  1892  under  the 
same  powers,  drew  a  line  from  Duncansbay 
Head  to  Rattray  Point,  enclosing  the 
entire  Firth.  Each  signatory  to  the  Con- 
vention received  notice  of  that  action 
of  the  Fishery  Board,  none  demurred 
to  it,  all  have  tacitly  respected  it.  On 
18th  March,  1907,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  said  in  that  House — 

**  For  many  years  there  have  been  no  trawlers 
in  the  Moray  Firth  except  the  pseudo  Norwegian 
Grimsby  trawlers." 

And  that  statement  was  unquestionably 
correct.  The  reason  why  the  Grimsby 
trawlers  registered  under  the  Norwegian 
flag  was  l)ecause  it  was  known  that  under 
the  flag  of  any  one  of  the  Signatories  to  the 
Convention  they  could,  and  would  have 
been  excludiMl,  for  they,  the  Signatories, 
had  accept<Ml  the  action  of  the  Fishery 
Board.  Thn  Signatories  to  the  Conven- 
tion never  claimed  to  enter  the  Firth  after 
its  closure  by  the  Fishery  Board  in  1892, 
but  t-ho  Grimsby  boats  regist<5red  in 
Norway  proceeded  to  do  so,  and  in  190-1  it 
was  determined  to  take  a  test  case  to  the 


High  Court,  which  case  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  promoting.  On  25th  February, 
1905,  and  he  particularly  directed  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  date,  the- 
case  of  Peters  v.  Olsen  came  before  the 
SherifE-Substitute,  in  which  case  a  Grims- 
by boat,  registered  at  Stavanger  in  Nor- 
way, was  foimd  fishing  four  miles  from 
shore  in  the  Moray  Firth.  The  Sheriff- 
Substitute  acquitted  the  defendant  and 
the  case  went  before  the  High  Court  of 
Appeal  and  was  adjudicated  upon  on 
19th  July,  1905,  the  Judges  being 
unanimously  in  favour  of  a  conviction 
and  a  justification  of  the  Fishery  Board. 
After  this  event  he  communicated  with 
Lord  Linlithgow,  the  late  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  and  before  leaving  office  ho 
(Lord  LinUthgow)  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Moray  Firth  Fisheries  Association 
on  4th  December,  1905,  as  follows — 

"  That  instructions  have  been  issued  with  a 
view  of  the  prosecution  of  persons  guilty  of 
illegal  fishing  as  interpreted  by  the  High 
Court.*' 

And  thus  it  was  left  on  the  record  of  the' 
late  Government  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  stand  by  the  linesman  of  the 
North.  When  a  change  of  Government 
came  it  was  found  that  the  new  Govern- 
ment were  continuing  the  policy  of  their 
predecessors  and  in  August,  1906,  the 
*'  Mortensen  "  case  was  heard  with  a  simi- 
lar result,  and  finally  the  Government 
having  selected  three  test  cases  pressed 
them  for  final  decision  before  the  High 
Court  of  Appeal  who  delivered  voluminous 
judgments  thereon.  Each  of  the  twelv^ 
Judges  of  the  High  Court  of  Appeal  had 
a  copy  of  the  Convention  in  his  hand ;  ho 
took  care  of  that.  The  judgement  of 
Lord  Kyllachie  was  as  follows^ 

"  There  is  certainly  nothing  in  the  Convention 
which  in  the  least  conflicts  with  the  right  of  the 
several  contracting  nations  to  im])oso  each  of 
them  '*  within  *  its  territorial  limits  (whatever 
those  are)  restrictions  universally  applicaWo 
aojainst  injurious  practices  or  modes  of  fishing, 
such  as  are  by  this  statute  and  bye-law  imposed 
here."  .;  , 

Thereupon  ensued  the  Elj?in  prosecu- 
tions b}'  the  Government  on  31st  January, 
1907.  Heavy  sentences  of  fines  and 
imprisonment  were  imposed,  followed 
within  three  days  by  what  might  iairly 
bo  termed  a  bolt  from  the  blue,  in  the 
form  of  a  remission  of  the  fines,  release 
of  the  prisoners,  and  the  restoration  of 
the  gear.     But  now  the  Answer  of  the 
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Secretary  for  Scotland  to  his  (Sir  Arthur 
Bignold's)  Question  as  to  foreign  trawling 
in  the  Moray  Firth,  though  the  Secretary 
did  not  in  Iub  reply  name  the  Firth  (26th 
March,  1908)  was-- 

'*  That  the  Government,  for  reasons  of  inter- 
national comity,  are  not  prepared  to  institute 
proccedingH  against  foreign  trawlers  eneaged  in 
trawling  outside  the  limit  of  territorial  waters 
recognised  by  Iitemational  Convention." 

The  Moray  Firlh  was  not  recognised  in  any 
Conven  ion  as  international  waters.  He 
claimed  the  right  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
Moray  Firth  on  the  same  terms  of  argu- 
ment as  France  established  her  rights 
over  the  Bay  of  Chaleur  and  the  Gran- 
ville Bay,  the  United  States  Chesapeake 
Bay,  England  the  Bristol  Ohannel,  Nor- 
way at  the  Lofodens,  and  Newfoimdland 
the  Bay  of  Conception.  There  was  no 
such  thing  as  an  international  three-miles 
limit ;  the  limit  was  an  arrangement,  at 
will,  between  nations.  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal dimmed  a  six-miles  limit,  Austria  and 
Italy  a  five-miles  limit,  and  between  the 
Signatories  to  the  Convention  a  three- 
miies  limit  was  agreed  to.  No  European 
Government  in  modern  times  had 
formally  defined  the  absolute  extent  of 
the  neighbouring  sea  it  claimed  as  per- 
taining to  it.  Lord  Salisbury,  6th  May, 
1895,  had  said— 

**  Gront  care  hnd  been  taken  not  to  name 
three  miles  as  the  territorial  limit." 

Lord  Chancellor  Herschell,  whose  sur- 
passing ability  would  be  remembered 
when  they  were  dead  and  forgotten, 
said — 

"  He  was  far  from  saying  three  miles  was  to 
be  the  limit  of  territorial  waters." 

Lord  Halsbury  added — 

"They  took  care  spci'ially  to  avoid  any 
niCciHurements.*' 

A  right  to  fish  in  the  Moray  Firth  had 
never  been  claimed  by  the  Signatories  to 
the  Convention,  but  now  to  the  utter 
consternation  and  dismay  of  the  dwellers 
on  the  shores  of  the  Firth  the  (jovemment 
professed  to  luivo  discovered  that  the 
foreiprncr  had  a  right  to  do  'what  he,  the 
foreigner,  himself  had  considered  beyond 
his  international  privileges.  The  position 
of  the  t\v('lv(»  Judges  of  the  High  Court 
was  imassailablc  under  any  Convention 
in  existence,  or  any  })recedent  of  inter- 
national comity.  All  along  the  North 
Sea  and  on  its  bosom  had  arisen  races  of 
men  to  make  their  mark  in  the  world. 

*S?>  Arthur  liitjnoht 


Was  their  industry  to  be  starved  and 
ruined  by  the  catchwords  '*  International 
Comity  "  ?  He  would  nevier  believe  it, 
but  he  did  believe  that*  if  Scotland  wen 
Scotland  still,  as  she  would  be  but  for 
England's  Ministers,  the  linesmen  of  the 
North  would  not  now  be  left  to  perisL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,** 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,898^  be 
granted  for  the  said  service."— (Sir 
Arthur  Bignold.) 

*Mr.  WILLIAMSON  (Elgin  and  Nain) 
said  the  House  had  listened  with  very 
great  interest  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Wick  Boroughs.  He 
had  put  before  the  House  with  great 
clearness  the  historical  aspect  of  the 
question,  but  there  were  other  gronndi 
of  a  more  or  less  local  character  wluch 
compelled  those  who  represented  con- 
stituencies in  the  north  of  Scotland  to 
urge  the  Crovernment  to  maintain  the 
condition  of  exclusion  in  the  Moray  Rrth, 
which  had  existed  in  regard  to  British 
trawlers  and  to  use  every  effort  and  to 
take  steps  to  close  the  Forth  entirely  to 
foreigners  also.  One  of  those  grouodi 
was  the  destruction  which  took  place 
by  this  method  of  fishing  by  trawling 
in  inshore  waters.  The  fishery  Board 
for  Scotland  had  made  some'  ex- 
perimental trawling  in  the  Moray  Fir  Ji 
and  had  found  that  over  70  per  cent,  of 
the  fish  taken  were  unmarketable.  The 
destruction  in  certain  months  of  the 
year,  particularly  in  the  inshore  waten, 
was  very  great,  and  he  therefore 
wanted  to  urge  that  these  ban 
and  shallow  waters  should  be  protected 
from  the  destructive  power  of  the  trawlen. 
Then  again  trawl  fishing  ought  not  to  he 
pursued  where  it  was  destructive  to  the 
interests  and  livelihood  of  other  fishermen, 
and  in  these  narrow  waters  like  the 
Moray  Firth  the  destruction  to  linei 
and  nets  was  greater  than  in  the  open  sea. 
The  complaints  in  regard  to  damage  to 
I  nets  and  lines  had  markedly  incrnsed. 
In  1906  the  complaints  numbered  twentj- 
!  seven,  but  in  1907,  there  were  no  loi 
than  fifty -two,  showing  that  the  number 
had  almost  doubled  in  twelve  montha 
Another  indication  of  the  destruction  doM 
by  trawling  was  to  be  found  inthenumbv 
of  prosecutions  for  offences  eommitted 
in  narrow  waters.    In  1906,  theie  mm 
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thirty-eight  prosecutions,  while  in  1907 
there  were  131,  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  not  half  of  the  offenders 
were  brought  to  trial.  The  third  point 
which  he  wished  to  urge  was  that  the 
Moray  Firth  had  been  selected  by  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board,  and  their  scien- 
tific advisers,  for  the  conduct  of  certain 
scientific  experiments.  The  results  of 
those  experiments  had  been  very  largely 
nullified  by  the  presence  in  the  Firth, 
not  of  British  trawlers,  but  of  a  number 
of  what  might  be  described  as  poaching 
trawlers,  owned  in  Grimsby,  but  mas- 
querading under  a  foreign  flag  in  order 
to  catch  fish  by  a  method  which  in  the 
prescribed  water  their  own  fellow-country- 
men were  precluded  from  adopting.  There 
was  m  uch  dissatisfaction  among  the  fisher- 
men on  that  account.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  three  mile  limit.  He 
believed  that  the  owners  of  trawlers 
were  very  much  afraid  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment made  representations  to  the  Gk)vem- 
ments  of  other  nations  in  regard  to  the 
limit,  the  other  nations  might  extend 
their  territorial  limits  and  so  preclude 
British  fishers  from  fishing  round  their 
coasts.  He  believed  that  that  was  largely 
why  they  feared  Government  action. 
There  was  a  valid  ground  on  which  the 
Grovernment  could  take  action  in  thi^ 
matter.  In  1901  the  British  Govern- 
ment sent  delegates  to  a  convention  at 
Christiania,  at  which  Norway  was  repre- 
sented. A  resolution  was  passed  unani- 
mously declaring  that  when  any  Govern- 
ment undertook  scientific  investigations 
in  the  interest  of  fisheries  in  areas  of 
sea  such  as  the  Moray  Firth  it  was  to  be 
desired  that  methods  should  be  adopted 
to  remove  such  hindrances  as  might  be 
caused  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  investiga- 
tions by  the  operations  of  trawlers.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  apart  from 
more  debatable  questions,  such  as  exten- 
sion of  thr^e  mile  limi  s,  we  had 
ground  for  going  to  the  Norwegian 
Government,  and  saying  that  the  opera- 
tions of  trawling  vessels  flying  their  flag 
were  a  nuisance,  and  that  they  were 
interfering  with  the  investigations  which 
were  taking  place  in  the  Moray  Firth. 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  bad  given  the 
assurance  that  the  foreign  Governments 
concerned  would  be  communicated  with 
with  the  view  of  taking  such  action  as 
was    suggested.    He    was    very    much 


afraid  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
hampered  in  his  action  by  opposition 
from  other  quarters  in  London,  which 
precluded  him  from  getting  some- 
thing done  which  95  to  99  per  cent,  of 
the  people  of  Scotland  desired  should 
be  done,  but  which  was  stopped  by  the 
attitude  of  another  Government  Depart- 
ment. There  was  another  very  important 
matter.  The  Government  ought  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  policy  of 
men  as  well  as  ma'ter.  They  had 
been  debating  for  some  time  in  the 
House  what  should  be  done  to  restore 
people  to  the  land  on  small  holdings,  not 
because  it  was  necessarily  the  cheapest  way 
of  tilling  the  land,  but  because  it  was  best 
for  the  people  and  the  nation  as  a  whole, 
that  the  people  should  be  attached  to  the 
land.  The  same  question  arose  in  con- 
nection with  the  fishing  industry*  If 
the  Government  were  going  to  follow 
the  policy  of  preventing  the  line 
fishermen  from  earning  their  liveU- 
hood  in  the  small  towns  which  they 
had  built  up  along  the  coast  by  their 
thrift  and  enterprise,  they  would  drive 
them  to  big  ports  like  Aberdeen  and 
Grimsby,  where  they  would  become 
not  independent  owners  but  the 
paid  servants  on  weekly  wages  of  the 
capitalists  and  companies,  ^ey  ought 
rather  to  strive  in  every  way  to  maintain 
that  sturdy  race  of  fishermen  who  had 
improved  their  position  so  much  during 
the  last  fifty  years,  and  to  encourage 
them  to  earn  their  livelihood  where  they 
were  born  and  brought  up.  There 
was  yet  another  matter  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  Scotland,  and  that  was 
with  regard  to  the  very  great  increase 
of  late  years  in  the  size  of  fishing  boats 
in  use.  There  had  been  a  remarkable 
change  from  sailing  craft  to  steam-fishing 
vessels,  and,  consequently,  a  want  of 
accommodation  for  them.  In  1900  the 
number  of  steam  drifters  and  liners  was 
seventy;  in  1907,  it  was  508.  And  he  would 
point  out  to  the  Grimsby  trawlers  that 
these  boats  were  built  by  the  money  of 
the  fishermen  themselves,  and  not  that 
of  capitaUts.  This  increase  ot  these  boats 
was  apart  from  the  increase  of  trawlers. 
The  Moray  Firth,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, had  added  in  1907  no  less  than 
101  steam-fishing  vessels  to  her  fleet, 
and  the  total  now  reached  250.    When  the 
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boats  were  the  old  sailirg-boats  it  was 
all  very  well  for  them  when  pursuing 
their  calling  to  go  to  Aberdeen,  Granton 
and  English  ports,  but  for  two 
months  of  the  year — December  and 
Januar}' — the  steam  liners  did  not  fish 
and  the  boats  were  laid  up.  However, 
as  there  was  no  suitable  accommodation 
for  them  in  their  own  small  ports, 
such  as  Lossiemouth,  a  large  number 
— he  believed  thirty- five — owned  in  that 
port,  had  t  ogo  to  Inverness  to  be  laid  up. 
The  owners  of  the  boats  had  to  do  the 
repairs  to  them  and  to  refit  them  at  the 
cost  of  about  £200  each,  which  amounted 
altogether  to  £7,000,  all  of  which  was 
spent  in  Inverness  instead  of  at  their 
own  ports  where  they  had  built  their 
homes.  He  thought  they  were  entitled 
to  ii  share  of  the  grants  which  had  been 
made  for  harbour  improvement  so  that 
their  own  boats  might  be  able  to  lie  up  in 
their  own  ports.  He  was  afraid  that  a 
grtMit  deal  of  the  £97,0(K)  spent  on  harbour 
im])rovement3  by  the  Fishery  Board 
had  been  spent  upon  ports  that  were  un- 
suitable. There  were  many  estuaries 
of  rivers  which  could  be  dredged  at  little 
cost  and  made  available  for  the  safe 
laying  up  of  these  boats.  He  was  sure 
the  Scottish  Members  felt  very  keenly 
tliat  they  had  not  received  with  regard 
to  the  >loray  Firth  that  strong  line  of 
su})port  which  as  supporters  of  the 
Oovernmont  and  as  representing  the 
•Scottish  nation  they  were  well  entitled 
to  expect. 

Major  ANSTRUTHKR-GUAY  (St. 
Andn»\vs  Burghs)  said  he  cordially 
agreed  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
two  previous  speakers.  Certainly  he 
thought  that  the  Moray  Firth  was  in  a 
most  de])loTable  condition  at  present. 
Nobody  knew  whether  the  foreigners 
were  legally  there  or  not.  The  truth 
was  the  (Tovenunent  did  not  back  up 
the  Scottish  law.  The  matter  had  been 
very  larefuUy  gone  iiit(».  The  late  Lord 
l.inlithL'ow,  who  wjis  a  ]>ersonr.l  friend 
of  his  own.  ;:iui  whose  loss  he  would  ever 
de]>l(ni\  laid  it  down  very  distinctly  as 
to  wlu'iher  tliese  waters  were  to  be  pre- 
>erveil  or  ii»>t.  ;  i.d  now  sinee  the  }»reseiit 
(unennr.eiir  nnne  m  the  wh«)le  ijUestion 

hiu\   l»rj'll  tUllM'il  tf]»>V-TlirVV  ;-1m1  llnbodv 

kiii'w  wlirre  hi*  \v;>.  It  wa^^  a  «.lisL'raee(ul 
ainMUjily  that  a  l*>i:Ti>h  li-h«M-M\aii  slmuhl 
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be  hauled  out  of  a  foreign  trawler  ud 
prosecuted  while  the  owner  of  the  trawkr 
went  scot-free.    Either  the  Moray  Fiith 
ought  to  be  open  to  all  or  closed  to  ilL 
The  hon.  Member  for  Wick  had  abadr 
quoted    different    waters    which   vm 
preserved  in  France,  Germany,  Hollani 
and  Denmark.     These  were  broad  wattn 
without  a  three-mile  limit,  and  there  vti 
no   difficulty  in   carrying   out  the  bv 
there.    As    to    the.   Grimsby    trsTlets 
flying  a  foreign  flag,    that  was  a  con- 
troversial point,  and'  had  been  bitteih 
resented  by  some  of  his  English  fiienib. 
However,  he  resented  the  use  of  a  foieign 
flag  by  these  trawlers.     There  was  u 
excuse  for  it  if  they  thought  it  was  legal 
to  go  within  the  three-mile  limit.    Whtt 
was  wanted  was  a  little  backbone  in  the 
administration    of  .  {Scotland.     All    this 
Habby  work  would  not  do.     He  did  sot 
think   they  should   have   a  decision  k 
the  Judges  of  tlie  High  Court  upset  Inr 
a  telegram  from   London.      He  wished 
that  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  A&in 
had  been  present,  for  he  was  sure  thit 
that  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
given  the  Scottish  Members  some  Bym- 
pathy  and  would  have  spnrred  on  the 
Government  to  do  something  to  sohrc 
this  matter.    He  believed  the  right  lion. 
Gentleman  would  yet  do  it,  for  in  reply 
to  a  Question  he  put  to  the  ForeignSesic^ 
tary  the  other  day  the  right*  hon.  Gc&t2^ 
man  said  he  hoped  that  within  one  ywr 
an    arrangement    with    foreign    Hatioia 
woiUd    be    satisfactorily    crnicluded.   If 
that  were  so,  there  would  be  an*  end  to 
the  difficulty,  and  nobody   wonld  irel' 
come    it    more    heartily  than  he.     He 
was  not  there  to  annoy  the  Secrstsir 
for  Scotland  or  hamper  him  in  Ui  voilL 
Every  Scottish  Member,  on  vhateverfldi 
he  sat,  was  loyal  to  what  he 
which     was      that      Scotland 
flourish.    He  hoped  tliia  anommly  jnik 
be  speedily  put  an  end  to.     He  voiH 
leave  the  Moray  Firth  and  the  inviBi 
within   the  three-mile    limit,  and  pa 
on   to    t«ay   something   about  the  sin 
of  the  nets  used  by  the  trawlen.  HeU 
been  looking  at  the  Report  of  the 
Board  for  this  year,  and  fomid  it 
there — 

**  To  those  ongtiieed  in  the 
in  Orkney  and  Shetland  «mt 
increase  in   the   quantity    c^ 
landed  is  matter  of  roiiccTa.     lW«e 
are  ocoasionnllv  fiokl  f^r  inainii«>«** 
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The  same  thing  might  be  said  of  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Firth  of  Forth. 
wli«re  the  circle  net  was  in  use.  Manv 
tons  of  immature  herrings  had  been 
thrown  away  or  sold  for  manure.  That 
oould  not  commend  itself  to  the  Secretary 
ior  Scotland.  He  was  glad  the  Fishery 
Board  were  taking  steps  to  inquire  into 
the  matter.  Their  next  inquiry  should 
he  into  the  size  of  the  nets  used  by  the 
trawlers.  The  mesh  should  ho  limited 
to  one  inch  or  more,  and  not  to  a  (|uarter 
of  an  inch  as  it  was  in  some  cases. 
Nobody  wanted  to  catch  these  immature 
iBsh  or  to  destroy  their  prospects  of  a 
future  harvest.  He  hoped  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  would  take  a  note  of  this 
matter  and  look  into  it.  In  regard 
to  the  Fishery-  Board,  he  thought  it  came 
in  for  a  great  deal  of  unfair  abuse.  When 
an  hon.  Member  had  nothing  better  to  do 
he  abused  the  Fishery  Board.  He  only 
knew  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
personally,  and  that  slightly,  but  his 
experience  of  the  Board  was  that  they 
took  the  greatest  trouble  and  pains  to 
keep  things  right.  They  wore,  however, 
sadly  handicapped.  They  had  only  half 
the  number  of  fishery  cruisers  which  they 
ought  to  have,  and  their  hands  were 
tied  by  the  limited  means  at  their  com- 
mand. He  hoped  that  in  future  there 
would  be  less  abuse  of  this  energetic 
body,  and  that  they  would  get  a  little 
more  sympathy  from  h(m.  Members. 
He  trusted  that  something  might 
be  done  to  further  and  help  the 
interests  of  the  fishing  industry,  and 
improve  the  fishing  harbours,  of  which 
there  was  no  doubt  the  greatest  need. 
The  Anstruther  harbour  was  the  big<i(»st 
harbour  between  Leith  anilAbenlern.  and 
its  present  condition  was  a  disgrace. 
when  with  a  little  help  from  the  Govi'm- 
ment  it  would  be  a  credit  to  all 
concerned. 


^M^y/y. 


1754 


Mr.  R.  L.  HARMSWOKTH  (Caithness- 
shire)  thought  tlu»  tishernien  in  thr 
Moray  Firth  sutTenMl  a  j)e(uliar  hardship. 
At  the  j)n*scnt  timo  tho  law  was 
in  their  favour,  but  it  was  not  «*x«*nised 
on  their  behalf  for  reasons  of  international 
comity.  Meanwhile  th«'  livelihood  of 
the  line  fishermen  was  beinjz  tak«'n  away 
from  them.  He  joined  those  who  had  jjro- 
tested  against  the  slow  movement  of  the 
Scottish  Office  in  this  matter.     He  him- 

VOL.  CXCI.      [FuritTH  Skuiks.] 


self  would  not  hesitate  to  refer  to  Norway 
in  this  connection,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  attitude  of  Norway  in  reganl  to  this 
matter  was  calculated  to  impn>ve  inter- 
national comity.  The  trawlers  who 
emerged  from  Orimsby  and  other  har- 
Iwurs  under  a  fa  1st*  tiag  were  not  allowed 
to  fish  in  Norwegian  territorial  waters.  He 
would  not  n*fer  to  the  th ret* -miles  limit 
l>ecause  the  question  of  a  limit  ought  not 
to  come  into  the  matter.  The  Moray 
Firth  was  the  gn*at  breeding  gn>und  for 
fish,  and  on  that  gn)und  alone  it  ought  to 
l)e  cIosihI  to  trawlers  altogether.  He 
regrtHted  the  absence  of  the  Foreign  S*»cre- 
tary  on  this  occasion,  but  asked  the  S**cn*- 
tary  for  Scotland  for  an  assurance  that 
he  would  evolve  some  solution  for  the 
mitigation  of  this  grievance  which  was 
felt  very  much  all  round  the  Moray  Firth. 

♦Mr.  STANLKY  WILSON  (Yorkshire. 
E.H.,    Holderness)    could    not    help   ex- 
prt^ssing  his  rt*gn»t  at  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary  of   State   for   FonMgn    Affairs 
during  the  s|H»ech  of  the  lion.  MemU^r 
for  Wick  Burglui,  whose  nMuarks  wen*  full 
of  historic  details  and  interesting  informa- 
tion.    He  entirely  aigreed  that  this  was 
a  (]uestion  of  great  international  import- 
ance.    If  we  were  going  to  insist  on  the 
closing  of  the  Moray  Firth  to  the  trawlers 
of  foreign  countries  it  would  result  in  the 
altering  of    all    the    Conventions     that 
at    presiuit    existed    between    us     and 
those    countries,     and    such     a      thing 
might      lead      to      complications.       It 
was    extraordinary    under    the   circum- 
stances that  the  Scottish  Secri'tary  shouhl 
have  been  left  to  answer  these  (juestions, 
which    were    (piestions   of    urgent    inter- 
national   importance.     Hi*    had    at    first 
intended  to  move  to  report  progress,  but, 
on  consideration,  he  thought  his  purpose 
would   be  served  by  telling  the  Scottish 
Se(T(^tarv  frankly  that  he  was  not  (juali- 
tied  to  answer  cjuestions  of  internatiomil 
importance.      He     himself     had     tnken 
great    interest    in    the    <juestion    of     the 
Morav  Firth  and  had  asked  the  right  hon. 
(Jentieman  whether  the  British  trawlers 
were   to   be   iriven   the  same   rights  and 
yirivileyes  as  were  extended  to  foreigneri. 
The  answer  he  received  was  that  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  was  in  favour  of  Kuglish- 
men  keeping  the  law.     So  was  he,  but  in 
this    case    he    conterLfled    the    law    was 
wrong.     As  the  law  now  Htof>d   Knglish 
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trawlers  were  debarred  from  trawling  in 
waters  whilst  foreign  trawlers  were 
allowed  to  go  there  with  impunity.  The 
same  rights  ought  to  be  extended  to  all. 
Either  the  Moray  Firth  should  be  closed 
to  all  or  opened  to  all.  The  Government 
were  being  pressed  to  prevent  foreign 
trawlers  selling  their  fish  at  English  ports; 
they  had  already  done  this  in  Scotland, 
but  the  only  result  would  be  that  they 
would  deprive  the  English  people  of  this 
important  food  su pply .  And  what  benefit 
would  they  get  (  None,  because  the 
foreigners  would  go  and  sell  their  fish  at 
the  nearest  foreign  port..  Trawling  in  the 
Moray  Firth  wasobjectedto  because  it  was 
said  to  bo  the  breeding  ground  for  fish  and 
great  damage  was  done  to  the  young  fish. 
He  did  not  think  more  damage  was  done 
there  than  was  done  by  trawling  in  deep 
sea.  It  was  an  area  of  200  miles  of  the 
best  sea  fishing  on  the  coast,  and  to 
protect  a  few  line  fishermen  the  Govern- 
ment was  asked  to  close  it  to  trawlers. 
He  felt  in  considerable  difficulty  as  to  the 
way  in  which  he  should  vote  on  this 
occasion,  because  he  disagreed  both  with 
the  Goverimient  and  with  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  advocated  closing  the 
Moray   Firth. 

Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Burghs)  thought  the  Government  did  not 
realise  the  very  strong  dissatisfaction 
which  existed  in  Scotland  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  It  was  especially  strong  because 
at  the  time  of  the  general  election  a 
speech  was  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Government  which  indicated  that  the 
Government  were  going  to  pursue  with 
the  utmost  rigour  the  prevention  of 
trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth.  The  only 
result  had  been  to  throw  ridicule  on  the 
administration  of  the  law,  for,  while 
verdicts  were  got  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
those  verdicts  could  not  be  executed 
because,  it  was  said,  their  execution 
would  interfere  with  international  comity. 
He  (lid  not  agree  that  because  the  foreigni?r 
could  not  be  kept  out,  the  Morav  Firth 
should  be  thrown  open  to  all.  That  would 
only  lead  to  greater  damage  being  done. 
The  damage  was  not  likely  to  "be  in- 
creased so  long  as  the  law  remained  as  it 
was,  because  it  was  unlikely  that  more 
shij)s  would  engage  in  the  trade  than  those 
already  employed  in  it.  He  thought  the 
Government  niiirht  take  measures  to  en- 

Mr,  Stanley  Wilsoti. 


force  the  three-mile  limit  more  strictly.  By 
the  removal  of  the  coastguard,  a  very  effici- 
ent methodof  protection  had  been  abolished 
and  the  law  weakened.  The  Grovemment 
might  at  all  events  have  a  larger  number 
of  preventive  boats.  It  would  not  cost 
very  much  money.  There  was  a  great 
number  of  small  and  handy  boats  which 
did  not  do  very  much,  and  boats  which 
every  now  and  then  were  being  scrapped, 
and  surely  some  of  them  might  be  put 
on  to  preventive  service  in  the  Moray 
Firth,  round  the  coast  of  Ireland,  in  the 
Irish  Chaimel,  and  various  other  parts 
where  constant  infractions  of  the  three- 
mile  limit  were  being  committed.  What- 
ever might  be  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
regarding  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
when  it  was  in  violation  of  international 
Conventions,  he  trusted  they  would  pre- 
vent the  infraction  of  the  three-mile  limit 
by  the  increase  of  the  preventive  service, 
and  the  prevention  of  the  landing  of 
illegally  trawled  fish  in  English  ports. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Holdemess  had 
said  that  if  the  fish  were  not  landed  in 
English  ports,  they  would  be  landed  in 
Continental  ports;  well,  let  them  be 
landed  in  Continental  ports. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  :  Why  de- 
prive Englishmen  of  the  benefit  of  them  I 

Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  said  that  he 
presumed  the  fish  were  landed  in  English 
ports  because  they  got  a  better  market 
for  them.  If  they  were  prevented  from 
being  landed  in  English  ports^  they  would 
have  to  be  taken  to  a  worse  market, 
with  the  result  that  illegal  trawling  would 
be  discouraged. 

Captaix  waring  (Banflfshire)  said 
he  did  not  desire  to  say  more  than  a  few 
words  on  this  subject  sinoey  after  the 
constantly  reiterated  assurances  of  tha 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  this  qaestioo 
was  being  dealt  with,  they  might  safely 
anticipate  a  renewal  of  these  assanncM 
on  that  occasion.  One  point  only  he 
desired  to  emphasise,  and  that  was  the 
enormous  need  for  haste  in  this  mattv. 
The  fishermen  on  the  coast  of  the  Moiaj 
Firth  had  waited  patiently  now  for  thne 
years  for  a  settlement  of  the  trawiinff 
question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  M 
raised  their  hopes  repeatedly  to  tie 
highest  pitch  by  the  statemeDta  he  Imi 
made ;  for  three  yean  afaioe  the  LibenI 
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<3k)¥eminent  came  into  power  they  had 
))orne  their  disappointments  with  patience 
-and    resignation.      They    had   made  no 
attempt  to  attract  attention  to  themselves 
or   to   enlist    the  sympathy  of  the  Law 
OflBcers  by  breaking  the  law.     But  he 
assured  the  Secretary  for  Scotkind  that 
-they  would  brook  no  further  disappoint- 
ment or  indeed  unnecessary  delay.     For 
this  reason    he    asked    the    right   hon. 
Gentleman  to  hurry  on  the  negotiations 
that   were  pending.      It  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  fishermen  on  the  Banff- 
.'shire  coast  to  stand  another  winter  such 
as  the  last,  when  hardly  a  night  passed  ' 
but  one  or  other  of  the  boats  had  its  nets 
destroyed   by  trawling  vessels,  cruising 
l^und  without  lights  and  giving  no  heed 
to  the  damage  they  did ;  and  this  apart 
altogether  from  the  depletion  of  the  beds 
by  this  method  of  fishing,  a  method  which 
^necessitated  often  two-thirds  of  a  catch 
being  thrown  back  into  the  sea  as  useless 
because   it    consisted   of    immature  and 
•undersized  fish  which  could  not  be  landed, 
and  every  fish  thrown  back  from  a  trawl 
•was  invariably  dead  or  dying,  absolutely 
wasted.     But  more  important  than  this, 
owing    to    the    continued    presence    of 
trawlers   in   the   Moray   Firth   and    the 
extraordinary  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
•Government     to    deal    effectively    with 
the  question  even  after  repeated  promises, 
the  fishermen,  or  some  of   the  younger 
ones,   at  all   events,   were  beginning  to 
lose  heart,  and  were  leaving  the  fishing 
villages    and    migrating    to    the   larger 
towns.     Some   had    gone,    many    others 
were    threatening     to    leave.       If     the 
Grovemment  failed  to  bring  this  question 
to  a    successful  issue,  it  would  not  be 
long  before  every  village  on  the   coast 
was  deserted  and  a  heap  of  ruins — villages 
in  which   at  present  the   children  were 
reared   in  a  healthy  rustic  atmosphere. 
It  would  be  a  case  of  rural  depopulation 
worse  than  any  yet  heard  of.     And  this 
was  the  Government  for  small  men,  for 
the  small  holder,  the  Government  that 
bad  introduced  in  three  years  all  sorts 
of  land  legislation.     Every   proposal  for 
the  various   parts    of    the   country   had 
had   his  support,   in   order  to   help   the 
landward     population     and     bring    the 
people    out    of    the     towns     and    back 
to    the    land.     But    here    they    had    a 
rural   population   on   the   land   and   the 
Government  had  not  made  the  slightest 
attempt    to    keep    it    there.      A    large 
population   in    country  districts  was    a 


great  thing  for  any  nation,  but  surely  to 
a  maritime  nation  such  as  ours  the  coast 
inhabitants  were  by  far  the  most 
important,  and  by  the  inaction  and  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  (jovernment  they  were 
being  driven  away  into  the  slums  of  the 
towns.  If  the  Government  drew  back 
now  or  failed  to  carry  out  what  it  had 
promised  to  do  in  this  respect  it  would 
incur  a  grave  responsibility,  for  it  would 
have  wantonly  and  deliberately  destroyed 
that  type  of  rural  population  which  he 
ventured  to  say  had  done  much  to  make 
the  Empire  what  it  was  to-day.  He 
did  not  desire  to  quote  statistics  to  prove 
the  damage  done  by  trawlers  in  enclosed 
waters  and  near  the  coast  line.  He  had 
merely  stated  what  was  going  on.  The 
people  were  leaving.  When  was  the 
Government  going  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  keep  them^in  their  homes  1  They 
had  waited  long  for  the  details  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  scheme.  He 
trusted  they  would  hear  it  that  night, 
and  he  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  the  reputa- 
tion and  political  career  of  the  all  power- 
ful triumvirate  that  governed  Scotland 
now,  that  their  spokesman  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  would  satisfy  that  larger 
audience  which  was  waiting  so  anxiously 
for  his  answer,  the  fishermen  of  the 
Scottish  coast,  who  had  such  faith  in  the 
Liberal  Party,  whose  principles  they  have 
consistently  supported  for  the  last  seventy 
years. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.)  said  he 
had  no  doubt  the  question  was  one  of 
particular  interest  to  Scotland  and  Scot- 
tish Members  ;  but  it  also  largely  affected 
the  fishing  population  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  Wales,  and  was  an  international 
question.  There  used  to  be  an  idea 
that  the  supply  of  fish  was  inex- 
haustible, and  in  the  time  of  the  old 
beam  trawler  that  was  to  a  large 
extent  true  ;  but  the  steam  trawlers  had 
done  an  immense  amoimt  of  harm,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  quantity 
of  fish  caught  in  the  North  Sea  was  much 
less  than  it  used  to  be.  There  were 
1,000,000  cwts.  less  fish  trawled  in  the 
North  Sea  in  1905  than  in  1903,  and 
2,000,000  cwts.  or  30  per  cent,  of  the  fish 
landed  on  the  east  coast  in  1905  came 
from  foreign  waters.  Unless  something 
was  done  to  prevent  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  immature  fish  in  shallow 
waters,   the   fishing  industry  would  go 
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from  had  to  worse.  The  hon.  Member  \  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Asso 
for  Inverness  had  alluded  to  the  necessity  |  ciation — an  association  if  not  composed 
for  more  efficiently  protecting  the  j  mostly  of  trawl  owners,  was  largely  in 
fisheries  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  ]  sympathy  with  trawl  owners^to  the 
He  could  congratulate  the  Scottish  ;  effect  that  the  Board  ought  to  take  into 
Members  and  the  Scottish  Fishery  '  consideration  the  advisability  of  holding 
Board  upon  having  been  very  much  I  ^^  inquiry  with  a  view,  if  necessary,  to 
more  successful  with  the  Admiralty '  posing  the  Moray  Firth  from  Kinnaiid 
than  they  in  Ireland  had  been.  He  was  !  Head  to  Duncansbay  Head  against 
reminded  that  they  had  had  a  new  boat  I  ti.ra\Wer8.  In  Apnl  of  the  same  year  a 
built  to  protect  the  Irish  fishery,  but  the  ' 


money  for  building  it  came  from  Irish 
sources,  and  they  j<ot  no  assistance  what- 
ever from  the  Admiralty.  The  Ad- 
miralty at  present  lent  two  boats  to  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  but  none  to 
Ireland.  He  therefore  thought  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Irish  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  had  an  unanswerable 
ciis(».  He  drew  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  (icntleman  the  Member  for  Dover 
to  the  matter  when  he  was  Chief  Secretary, 
and  he  told  him  that  he 
to  press  on  the  Admiralty  the 
necessity  of  giving  them  similar  assist- 
ance for  the  protection  of  their 
fisheries.  He  made  no  apology  for 
taking  part  in  this  Scottish  debate.  It 
was  not  only  a  local,  but  an  international 
question,  and  he  hoped  the  Powers  who 
signed  some  of  these  Conventions  would 
see  their  way  to  adopt  a  bigj^er  limit  of 
territorial  water  than  at  present  existed. 
Most  of  the  destruction  of  immature  fish 
took  place  in  shallow  waters,  and 
it  would  be  for  the  good  not  only  of  this 
country  but  of  every  country  that  that 
ti»rritorial  area  should  be  extended. 

*Mr.  sriHERLANl)  (Elgin  Burghs) 
said  he  felt  certain  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  last  spoken  would  find  that  in 
reference  to  the  line  fishermen  of  Ireland 
this  (juestioii  of  trawling  would  become 
over  and  ever  moiv  important.  Might  he 
give  one  or  two  reasons  that  appeared 
to  him  ti>  be  good  reasons  why  the 
Koreimi  OtUce  and  the  Scottish  Office 
sluuiKl  do  a  iireat  deal  more  than  they 
wiMv  «h»iiig  at  present  {  When  the  hon. 
MiMulier  tor  the  Holderness  division 
\\A(\  them  that  trawling  did  not  deplete 
tlio  tishiiiii  beds  he  .sj>oke  somewhat  in 
ignoranee.  Let  him  take  evidence  which 
oven  the  trawling  imlustry  would  con- 
sider untainted.  In  l^^^K)  the  Fishery 
l^oaiil  tor  Scotland  rccei\  ed  a  letter,  ijuit'e 
unsolicited,    fri^m    the   secretary   to   the 

Mr.  I\wr. 


Conference  of  representatives  of  the 
trawl  fishing  industry  of  the  east  cosM 
resolved  that  having  realised  the  enormous 
loss  which  the  trade  had  sustained  year 
by  year  through  the  wholesale  capture 
and  destruction  of  immature  and  inedible 
fish,  a  stop  should  Y)e  put  to  the  growing 
evil,  and  as  a  preliminary  step  in  this 
direction,  it  was  agreed  to  aljstain  during 
the  coming  summer  from  fishing  on  the 
grounds  where  immature  fish  were  gener- 
ally caught  in  great  abundance.  The 
area  alluded  to  exceeded  5,200  miles, 
intended    Then  again,  in  1905,  the  association  met 

;  in  Aberdeen,  when  a  motion  to  consider 
the  advisability  of    re-stocking    fishing 

.  grounds  which  might  be  wholly  or 
piirtially  exhausted,  was  carried  unani- 
mously. The  mover  of  the  resolutiou 
said — 


**  Unless  they  did  soniethiiig  as  a  coiiiiter]ioi^ 
to  tho  continual  trawling  which  was  going  on 
they  would  find  theni8?lves  powerless  as  k- 
gtirdecl  that  important  lishing  ground,  the 
North  Sea.  He  did  not  believe  the  North  Sea. 
if  left  to  itself.'  would  last  for  ever.  He  wi» 
one  ot  those  who  thought  it  would  not  last  very 
long." 

As  he  had  stated,  he  quoted  that  en- 
dence  from  an  association  biassed  in 
fa\-our  of  trawling.  Then  the}'  had  the 
opinion  of  the  English  Board  of  Fisheriei 
and  Agriculture.  Certainly  no  one  who 
knew  the  facts  would  deny  that  there 
was  an  antagonism  of  policy  between  that 
Board  and  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scot- 
land. Neither  would  anyone  assert  that 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  was  hostile  to 
trawling.  The  latest  Report  which  he 
had  been  able  to  see  was  that  for  190& 
It  was  only  since  1903  that  statiatki 
were  given  distinguishing  between  M 
caught  in  the  North  Sea  and  elaewhera. 
The  main  features  brought  out  by  the 
figures  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  were 
the  growing  importance  of  watras  btyond 
the  North  Sea  for  raaintuning  the  fiih 
supply  of  the  country,  and  the  {act  that 
it  was  from  the  North  Sea  mlone  that  a 
decreased  supply  was  shown.    What  was 
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^ru6  of  the  North  Sea  told  even  more 
strongly,  in  his  opinion,  in  regard  to  the 
Moray  Firth.  That  Firth  was  a  com- 
paratively small  area,  in  which  immature 
feh  existed  in  great  abundance.  Within 
its  limits  there  were  important  spawning 

f rounds  where  vast  shoals  of  the  food 
shes  congregated  at  the  breeding  season. 
It  contained    Smith's    Bank,   the    most 
Taluable  and   prolific  spawning  ground 
near  the  east   coast,  and  which    was   a 
source  of  supply  to  waters  outside  the 
Firth.     They  had  the  high  authority  of 
Mr.  W.  Garstang  for  saying  that  from 
1889  to  1898  the  fish  caught  by  a  trawl- 
smack     was     reduced     from     sixty    to 
thirty-two     tons.       If     they     compared 
the  fish  caught  by  trawlers  in  the  North 
Sea  in  1903  and  1*905  they  found  a  reduc- 
tion of  25  per  cent.     Or  put  in  another 
way,  1,000  tons — some  said  1,400  tons — 
less   were   caught   weekly   in   the   latter 
year  than  in  the  former.     If  they  took 
the  waters  outside  the  North  Sea  where 
trawling  had  not  been  continuously  con- 
ducted, it  was  remarkable  that  there  was 
an  increase   of  over   500    tons  a  week. 
All   that  went    to   show  that  trawling 
depleted    the     fisheries.      The    present 
trawling  fleet  was  equal  to  over  12,000 
of    the   old   fishing   smacks.     In  an   in- 
teresting article  which  appeared  in  the 
"**  Scotsman "  some  time  ago,  the  writer 
^id    that    it    was    calculated   that   the 
spread    of    nets    or    the    width    of    sea 
bottom   covered    extended    at    least    to  ' 
twenty-five  miles,    and  that  with  a  net  I 
towed  at  a  speed  of  three  miles  per  hour  ' 
for  twenty  working  hours  per  day,  the 
area  daily  swept  by  them  amounted  to  ' 
1,500  square  miles.     The  whole  of  the  ; 
Moray  Firth  would  thus  be  swept   from 
shore  to  shore  in  a  day  and  a  half.     The 
same   fleet   could    trawl   the  North  Sea 
from    the    Straits     of     Dover     to     the 
8hetlands  several  times  a  year.     In  view 
of  the  facts  which  he  had  stated  he 'put 
it  to  the  Committee,  whether  it  was  not 
wise  on  the  part  of  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board  to  prohibit  trawling  in  the  Moray  ' 
Firth.     The  hon.  Member  for  the  Holder-  ■ 
iiess   division   had   said,    that    they    in  i 
England  would  obey  the  law  even  if  it  I 
were    only    a   by-law    of    the     Fishery  I 
Board.     The  sanction  given  to  the  Board  | 
for  framing  the  by-laws  was  in  an  Act  of 


former  occasion,  that  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Association  had  met  in  Aberdeen  in  1905, 
and  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Orimsby 
had  practically  justified  Grimsby  trawl 
owners  in  not  merely  evading,  but  in 
flouting  the  law  of  Scotland.  The  hon. 
Member  had  admitted  that  Grimsby 
trawl  boats  sailed  under  a  foreign  flag, 
although  the  shares  were  held  by 
Englishmen. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  said  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  denied  it. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  he 
based  his  statement  on  the  official  report 
of  the  association.  There  was  no 
evidence,  according  to  his  information, 
that  when  English  trawl  vessels  were 
transferred  to  the  Norwegian  flag,  any 
money  passed  between  the  parties,  or 
that  share  quotations  appeared  in  the 
Norwegian  newspapers.  As  bearing  out 
'  what  he  had  said,  he  might  mention  that 
in  1905  a  gentleman  who  had  resided  at 
Grimsby  went  to  Stavanger,  and  was 
now  a  registered  owner  of  ^ve  trawl 
boats.  A  clerk  who  was  employed  by  a 
'  Leith  firm,  and  who  he  was  informed 
received  only  from  15s.  to  208.  a  week, 
had,  within  a  short  time  of  his  having 
gone  to  Norway,  become  the  registered 
owner  of  several  boats. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  asked 
whether  the  hon.  Member  thought  we 
could  congratulate  ourselves  on  having 
by  our  policy  driven  these  men  out  of 
England. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  could 
not  congratulate  anyone  who  tried  to 
evade  the  law  in  the  way  he  had  described. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  were  never  tired 
of  taunting  Irishmen  with  framing  con- 
spiracies to  violate  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  attempt  on  the  part  of  Grimsby 
trawl  owners  to  defeat  the  law  was  a 
cold-blooded,  merciless,  squalid  conspiracy, 
a  conspiracy  intended  not  for  purposes  of 
patriotism,  but  in  order  to  secure  bigger 
dividends. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)  said  it  was  unjust 
that  the  whole  of  the  Opposition  should 


Parliament,  and  therefore  these  by-laws  !  be  branded  as  having  taunted  Ireland 
had  the  authority  of  that  House.  He  I  in  the  way  suggested.  He  had  never 
might  repeat  what  he  had  stated  on  a  '  taimted  Ireland  with  anything. 
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Mr.  SI:THERLAND  said  the  Com- 
mitteo  woul<l  bear  him  out  in  sayinjr  that 
the  Opposition  as  a  whole  denounced 
Irishmen  for  entering  into  conspiracies 
to  defeat  the  law.  What  were  they  to 
do  i  The  r|uesti()n  was  very  urgent ; 
fooliiitr  was  acute  along  the  shores  of 
Moray  Firtli.  In  the  case  of  Olsen,  which 
was  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Wick  Burghs,  whom  he  congratulated 
on  his  speech,  Lord  Kyllachy  expressed 
the  view  that  the  Act  of  1H89  applied  to 
foreigners  as  well  as  British  sulbjects  in 
respect  to  waters  specified  in  Bye-law 
No.  2,  and  that  such  waters  must  be 
regarded  as  territorial  in  the  light  of 
Article  2  of  |the  North  Sea  Convention. 
The  High  Court  of  Justiciary  was 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  bye-laws 
could  be  enforced  against  all  foreigners, 
and  in  the  whole  area  inside  a  line  drawn 
from  I  )uncan8by  Head  to  Rattray  Point. 
Ah  hon.  Members  were  aware,  proceedings 
had  ])ractically  been  stopped  not  only 
against  the  foreign  trawlers  but  also 
against  the  (jlrimsby  trawlers.  In 
<  )ctol)cr,  I9()(),  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
said,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ross,  that  the  whole  question  of 
j)ro8ccuting  offending  trawlers  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 
T1h\v  w(»re  thus  confronted  with  the 
fact  that  the  (Jovernmeut,  which  in- 
cluded the  Foreign  Secretary,  and  must 
have  considered  all  possible  complications, 
took  three  weeks  to  consider  whether 
foreign  trawlers  were  to  be  prosecuted, 
and  shortly  after  deciding  to  ])ro8c- 
cute,  and  after  obtaining  convictions,  pro- 
ceedings against  foreign  trawlers  were 
stopped,  and  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  easy  to  understand.  It 
api^earcd  to  him  that  there  should  not 
l»e  so  much  dilHculty  in  getting  the 
Moray  Firth  clear  of  all  trawlers.  A  year 
or  two  ago  the  Norwegian  representative 
informed  the  Fishery  Hoard  of  Scotland 
that  if  the  North  Sea  Powers  were  called 
together  to  consider  the  (juestion  of 
closing  the  Firth,  Norway  would  give 
the  matter  the  most  favourable  and 
sympathetic  consideration.  What  was 
the  position  in  regard  to  foreign  countries 
<»n  this  ijuestion  i  Since  the  year' 1872 
beam  trawling  had  not  been  allowed 
in  Denmark.  In  France,  Belgium,  and 
(iermany  trawling  was  practieullv  pro- 
hibited in  territorial  waters.and  in  Norwav 
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trawling  was  not  allowed  within  a  geo- 
graphical mile   from  the  furthest  out- 
lying island,  which  waB  fifty  mileft  distant. 
When  those  considerations   were  taken 
into  account  the  way  seemed  okared  for 
coming  to  an  agreement  with  Norway. 
The    Secretary'   for   Scotland    toM  the 
House,  in  answer  to  a  Question,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the   Government 
to  prohibit  the  landing  of  trawl-caught 
fish  in  England  as  well  as  in  Scotland, 
and  Lord  Fitzmaurice  made  a  similar 
statement    in     the     House    of    Lords. 
Nothing  had  been  done  in  that  direction. 
He  remembered  having  a  talk  with  their 
Ambassador  to  America  who    was  f<jr 
long  one  of  the  distinguished  Members 
for    Aberdeen.       Mr.     Bryce     said   in 
reference    to     this     trawling    question 
that    practically     the    same     speeches 
were  made  year  after  >ear.    He  did  not 
know  whether  that  was  so  or  not,  but 
he  knew    that,    year    after    }ear.  the 
same  complaints  were  made,  the  same 
answer    w^as   given    on    behalf  of   the 
Government,  and  they  seemed  to  get 
no   "  forrarder."    He  knew   that  when 
the    Member    for    Orimsby    made    the 
statement  to  which  he  had  alluded,  the^ 
representative  of  the  English  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries   was  on  the 
platform  and  uttered  not  a  syllable  of  pro- 
test.   He  must  sa v  that  Scottish  Membeis 
were  surfeited  with  the  promises  of  the* 
8ecretar>  for  Scotland.  It  was  nonsense  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  say  that 
the  fishermen  of  the  Moray  Firth  were 
behind  the  times.     No  class  of  men  were 
more  up-to-date  in  their  methods.    In 
the  old  days  the  brown  sails  of  their  boats 
st  added  every  sea  along  the  coast.     Those 
men  were  as  brave  and  industrionsabody 
of  men  as  could  be  found  anywhere. 
The  question  of  what  action  was  to  be 
taken  was  a  very  urgent  one.     FeeKng 
along  the  shores  of  the  Moray  Firth  had 
grown   intensely    acute.     Many   of  rbe 
fishermen    there    had   only    been   pre- 
vented from  taking  the  law  into  their 
own     hands     by     the     persuasion     of 
others.      The   Fishery  Board  for  Sco^ 
land    had     done    its    best,     bnt   bad 
received  very  little  backing.    It  was  for 
the   Secretary-  for  Scotland  to  tell  tin 
House  what  stage  the  negotiations  bad 
reached.     It   was   no   good   his  nyii^ 
month    after    month    "everything  ii 
going     right,"    if    nothing   was    being 
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done.  From  the  month  of  March 
until  now  communications  had  been 
going  on  between  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture of  England  and  the  Scottish 
Office.  Surely  it  was  an  easy  thing  in 
five  months  to  come  to  an  agreement 
which  would  enable  the  Foreign  Office 
to  open  negotiations  with  the  iNorth  Sea 
Powers.  Was  one  Department  being 
played  off  against  another,  and  were  their 
communications  to  each  other  to  be 
continued  for  other  five  months  with  as 
little  fruit  1  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to  say  what  prospect  there 
was  of  this  question  being  speedily 
settled.  He  appealed  to  the  Foreign 
Secretary  and  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  not  to  ignore  the  claims  of 
those  men  who  took  their  lives  in  their 
hands  to  earn  a  scanty  livelihood,  but 
to  recognise  the  prime  and  pressing 
importance  of  the  two  questions,  and  to 
deal  with  it  effectively. 


situation,  and  they  recognised  the  fact 
that  under  this  bye-law  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  exclude  foreign  trawlers  from 
carrying  on  operations  in  the  Moray  Firth. 
He  would,  therefore,  like  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  what 
the  Foreign  Office  had  done  during  all  those 
years,  knowing  at  that  time  that  this 
was  a  question  which  had  come  prominent- 
ly forward  and  that  it  would  eventually 
become  a  question  which  would  cause 
serious  injury  to  all  the  populations 
along  the  shores  of  the  Moray  Firth.  He 
appealed  to  the  Foreign  Secretary,  on 
whom  the  responsibility  rested,  gravely 
to  consider  the  situation.  It  could  be 
settled.  If  there  was  a  will  there  was  a 
way.  He  asked  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  to  revolve  the  wheels  of  inter-State 
communications  a  little  more  rapidly 
in  order  to  bring  to  an  end  a  situation 
which  was  irritating  to  British  trawlers 
and  line  fishermen  alike. 


Captain  ARTHUR  MURRAY  (Kin- 
cardineshire) said  he  was  glad  to  see  the 
Secretary    for    Foreign    Affairs    on    the 
Treasury  Bench,  because  it  would  appear 
that    the    Secretary    for    Scotland    had 
shifted  the  whole  responsibility  for  the 
trawling  question  to  the  shoulders  of  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman.     Various    repre- 
sentations had  been  made  in  regard  to  the 
inaction     of     the     Government     during 
the  last  two  or  three  years  with  regaid 
to  this  particular  question,  but  he  would 
like  to  go  back  a  little  further.     In  1892 
when  the   question  was  first  raised    it 
was  proposed  to  exclude  trawlers  from  the 
Moray  Firth,  and  various  objections  were 
brought  forward  by  the  trpwlers'  associa- 
tion, the  Aberdeen  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  by  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  Aber- 
deen.    The  chief  objection  was  that  if 
bye-law  No  10  was  passed  and  confirmed 
it    would    not    be    possible    to    exclude 
foreign  trawlers  to  whatever  extent  it 
might  exclude  British  trawlers  from  the 
Moray  Firth.     Before  bye-law  No  10  was 
confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  Scotland, 
he  understood  that  it  was  submitted  to 
the  Foreign  Office,  and  the  Foreign  Office 
replied  that  they  had  no  objection  to  the 
confirmation  of  the  bye-law  provided  that 
so  far  as  extra  territorial  waters  were  I 
concerned  it  only  applied  to  British  sub- 
jects.    That   was  to    say,    in    the    year  | 
1892,   the  Foreign  Office  accepted  that  . 


♦Mr.   MORTON    (Sutherland)    hoped 
the     Scottish     Members    would    insist 
on  Scotland  being  governed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  Scottish  Members  of  the  House. 
There   were   two   questions  now  before 
the  Committee.     One  was  the  question 
of  trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth,  and  the 
other  the  question  of  illegal  trawling   at 
other  parts  of  the  Scottish  coast.     They 
were  told  a  few  days  ago  by  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  that  nothing  had  been 
settled  up  to  the  present  and  that  the 
Foreign  Secretary  was  waiting  to  hear  from 
some  of  the   other   departments  of  the 
Government  in  this  country.     The  right 
hon.    Gentleman  did  not  say  what  the 
other  departments  were,  but  he  presumed 
the  Scottish  Office  was  one.     He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  tell  the 
Committee  to-night  who  was  the  person 
who  had  been  delaying  the  matter   by 
keeping  particulars  from  him  and  pre- 
venting him  from  completing  the  negotia- 
tions with  Foreign  Governments.     Their 
complaint  was  not  against  foreign  trawlers 
but  against  English  trawlers  whose  ships 
were  registered  under  foreign  flags.     He 
could  understand  the  Norwegian  Govern- 
ment taking  a  serious  interest  in  this 
matter  if  Norwegian  subjects  were  making 
money  out  of  it,  but  nothing  of  the  sort 
was    happening.     The   trawling   in   the 
Moray  Firth  was  carried  on  by  Grimsby 


I7r,7 


Supph/. 


{COMMONS} 


Supply. 


ITW 


aiifl  Hull  fiKhin^TompanioM,  whose  boats  I  He  allowed  the  rich  to  go  free.  Th?  poller 
wf'Tf  Tv^ii'^fv.TpA  in  Norway  in  order  that  j  pursued  by  the  Sccretarr  for  Scotiaad 
thi'v  riiivfht  bo  abli-  to  break  British  [  would,  if  persisted  in,  drive  from  the 
biw.  ]f«^  was  boiiiifl  to  srtv  that  he  rlid  \  country  some  60,000  hardy  fishermen,  a 
not  tliink  the:  Norwegian  Government  ■  class  most  useful  in  supplying  recniits 
wfTP  cloin^  what  was  ri^dit.     He  did  not    to  the  Navy.     They  had  been  told  about 


think  tlicv  shoidd  allow  their  fiajjr  to  be 
n««'d  for  br^'ukinj/  th(^  law  in  this  country. 
Ih»  tnistiul  tlu-!  Foniivin  Secretary  would 
j>oint  out  to  that  (lovcrnnicnt  the  state 
of  thinj/.H  which  niij:lit  uriHc  if  all  Oovern- 
iniMits  were  to  take  the  same  course  of 
allowinjf  their  fljitjs  t(»  be  used  for  the 
]»nr|Mise  of  breakinu  the  law. 

Mk.  ST.WI.KY  WILSON  asked 
wh«»t!ier  the  hnu.  Mj«mber  was  aiware  that 
the  tr.'iwliTs  referred  to  as  rej^istered  in 
N«»rway  were  jjwiied  by  companies  who 
ItMiMil  the  money  there. 

*Mu.  MOKTON  said  that  so  far  as  ho 
hj»d  bi»en  Jible  \o  i^ret  at  the  facts  they  were 
Kn\:li^h  ships  in  evervthiuir  except  the 
ciH»k  iind  the  renistration.  If  the  hon. 
>bMnl»f»r  conld  ]>n»ve  to  him  that  the 
ve»iv;,»|s  l>eh>m;ed  to  Norweiiians  whose 
m«»ney  wi»s  involved  in  the  industry 
he  miuht  have  another  opinion  of  the 
nijittor.  The  Scottish  Judiie**  hadsriven  an 
o]Mnion  in  \\MM\  as  to  the  locality  of 
tr:»A\lini:  by  foreicri  ships  'u\  the  Moray 
Fuih.  :»r.d  vet  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
h:id  dov.e 
^iji:     ho- 


r.othii.i:   iv;   the   n-.attor.     Tho 
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the  three  mile  limit,  but  there  was  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  a  l^al  limit 
at  all.  What  they  asked  was  that  the 
three  mile  limit,  such  as  it  was.  should 
be  respected,  and  trawlers,  British  or 
foreign,  should  be  kept  out  of  these 
waters.  He  had  written  many  letten 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  he  lud 
asked  him  Questions  on  this  subject, 
but  he  had  been  unable  to  get  anv 
redress  whatever  for  the  grievance 
which  was  felt  so  strongly.  Ther 
were  told  that  in  some  cases  the 
law  was  not  strong  enough.  If  that  was 
so.  why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  get  the  law  strengthened  f  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  come  to 
tho  House  asking  for  further  powers, 
I  but  on  the  contrary  he  opposed  everv 
I  attempt  made  by  private  Members  to  get 
.  increased  powers.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
'  man  blocked  their  Bills  every  night 
;  when  they  brought  them  up.  His  com- 
plaint was  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
not  only  would  not  look  after  this  maner 
himself,  but  that  he  would  not  allow 
others  to  do  so.  [Laughter.]  He  wu 
sorry  that  anybody  should  legard  this 
as  a  laughing  matter.  It  was  an  ex- 
coodincly  serious  matter.  The  pobtr 
of  tho  Government  was  to  drive  the 
t:shormen  out  of  the  country,  thomct  ik* 
letter  men  could  be  got  for  the  z^taI 
ro:!>eTve.  No  effort  had  been  madt  to 
soi  wre  the  services  of  fast  boats  to  cat<c^ 
:ho  trawlers  which  were  esngaged  iz.  laif 
:'.>^it:  procee^ngs  complained  oi.  Lis 
:hv  rifht  hovi.  Gendemmn  get  the  nne  d 
<or.-.o  of  those  fast  toipedo-dfsxavfym. 
whiih  would  be  much  better  empbyvd 
:r.  .ivT'CC  Tii.i!  and  capturing  illega]  rrawlsf 
:hA.r.  ii;  roiiTiinc  down  each  other.  A  csav 
i'.f'i:s,]  trawling  was  tried  at  Cast^d- 
M  "WT.  or.  4Th  Sept-ember.  1907.  and  "dip 
Sh^Ti^.  >>eiore  pronouncaiig  MBuaifle 
^i.>v:T.f:  tho  ofiender.  made  t£e  ioiQv«ing 
TTOiri  *.:■.:  remarks — 

■"  Fr.-iir.  h  T:»}erfc>»}e  experifBcie  of  ( 

:.*  rrrriMf   vbo  hhve-  bcum  ^viltr  of  1 

-  rif  ;h«  fcf  TO  oi-MT  xrawi&ig,  i  ^tamui.  xmi^atL 

•hh-    ur.ii.  VhTlibjoan  nee*  ft  to  pmwai  tkr 
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to  inflict,  and  the  provision  of  more 
te  means  for  the  detection  and  capture 
ders,  such  as  more  and  faster  cruisers, 
tfi  be  done  effectively  to  prevent  illegal 
%,  and  what  at  present,  it  must  be  con- 
appears  likely  to  be  the  ultimate  con- 
>e — the  ruin  of  the  entire  fishing  industry, 
•eooming  notorious,  amounting  almost 
andal,  that  the  punishment  which  at 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  CJourts  to  inflict 
ly  inadequate  to  prevent  the  infraction 
aw,  and  that  the  number  and  the  speed 
protective  vessels  at  the  disposal  of  the 

•  Board  is  wholly  incommensurate  with 
essities  of  the  case." 

Qight  be  said  that  hon.  Members 
•epresented  constituencies  in  the 
of  Scotland  where  fishing  was  an 
»nt  industry  were  politically 
tted,  but  the  words  he  had  quoted 
sed  the  opinion  of  an  independent 
jh  Judge.  He  urged  the  Secretary 
jotland  to  see  that  the  fisheries 
he  line  fishermen  were  properly 
ted,  and  that  the  law  was  obeyed 
3rybody,  rich  and  poor  alike. 

I  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
IIGN    AFFAIRS     (Sir    Edward 

Northumberland,  Berwick)  said  he 
►rry  he  was  unable  to  be  present  to 
he  speeches  in  the  earlier  stage  of 
ibate,  for  he  realised  from  what  he 
leard  since  that  a  good  deal  of 
ion  had  been  directed  to  the  position 

Foreign  Office  in  relation  to  this 
r,  and  that  desire  and  expectations 
hown  for  some  statement  from  him- 
om  the  point  of  view  of  the  Foreign 
He  would  be  sorry  to  disappoint 
pectation,  but  he  had  no  confidence 
le  would  be  able  to  gratify  it.  He 
not,  of  course,  speak  in  his  personal 
ty  as  Member  for  his  own  constitu- 
>r  else  he  might  have  a  good  deal  to 
.  the  general  question  of  trawling  in 
oray  Firth  ;  and  when  he  spoke  in 
ficial  capacity  as  representing  the 
;n  Office  he  might  say  that  the 
;n  Office  was  not  very  intimately 
•ned  in  the  matter  at  all.  Though 
lid  speak  on  one  point  in  which  the 
^   Office   was  concerned,   he  must 

as  a  Member  of  the  Government 

•  than  as  the  head  of  a  particular 
•tment.  The  hon.  Member  for  Elgin 
IS  in  a  very  forcible  and  eloquent 
1  had  dwelt  very  strongly  on  the 
\  of  the  question  with  regard  to  the 
'  Firth,  his  point  being  that  in  the  in- 
3  of  the  preservation  of  the  fish  supply 


and  breeding  grounds  it  was  essential  that 
trawling  should  be  prohibited  in  the 
Moray  Firth.  He  had  no  desire  to  dispute 
any  statement  the  hon.  Member  had  made 
on  the  merits  of  the  question.  He  had 
not  the  knowledge  even  if  he  had  the 
desire.  When  he  first  became  cognisant 
of  the  trawling  question  at  all,  trawling 
was  allowed  within  the  three-mile  limit, 
and  the  demand  was  put  forward, 
many  years  ago,  that  trawlii\g  should  be 
prohibited  within  territorial  waters.  He 
came  into  Parliament  pledged  to  that, 
and  that  had  been  imposed  long  ago. 
But  the  contention  now  was  that  the 
three-mile  limit  was  not  enough,  and, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  Moray  Firth, 
that  there  ought  to  be  special  regulations 
going  far  beyond  the  three-mile  limit. 
Parliament  had  recognised  that  with 
regard  to  the  legislation  it  had  passed. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  legislation 
passed  was  good  law  for  all  British  sub- 
jects, and  he  would  have  no  sympathy 
whatever  with  those  who,  being  British 
subjects  and  knowing  perfectly  well  what 
the  opinion  of  Parliament  was  as  regards 
the  law  for  British  subjects,  took  advan- 
tage and  made  use  of  a  foreign  flag  in 
in  order  to  evade  the  regulations  of  the 
Moray  Firth,  which  it  was  obviously 
the  desire  of  Parliament  should  be 
enforced.  But  when  they  came  to  the 
question  of  enforcing  the  law  Parliament 

'  had  passed  upon  foreign  owners,  they 

I  were  placed  in  a  very  difficult  position. 

I  The  policy  of  this  country  hitherto — the 
national  policy  of  this  country — had  been 

i  to  uphold  the  three-mile  limit,  but  to 
protest  against  and  to  resist  by  every 
means  in  our  power  the  pretension  of  any 
foreign  country  to  enforce  its  own  juris- 

j  diction  on  the  sea  beyond  the  three-mile 
limit.  He  was  sure  there  must  be  more 
than  one  case  in  which  we  had  gone  to 
international  arbitration  and  had 
attempted  to  contend  before  an  inter- 
national tribunal  that  the  three-mile 
limit  was  the  only  one  we  could  recognise 
as  the  limit  of  foreign  jurisdiction  over 
British  vessels.  What  would  happen 
if  we  applied  in  the  Moray  Firth  to 
foreigners  the  law  which  we  had  made 
for  our  own  fishermen  who  went  beyond 
the  three-mile  limit  ? 

Mr.  C.  E.  PRICE  (Edinburgh,  Central) 
asked   if  there    were   not   considerable 
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qualifications  of  the  three-mile  limit  in 
the  ca^e  of  bays. 

Sib  EDWARD  GREY  said  it  had 
generally  been  understood  that  such 
qualifications  applied  to  bays  ten  miles 
wide,  but  the  Moray  Firth  was  far  more 
than  ten  miles  wide. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  said  it  was  applied 
in  the  case  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  which 
was  thirty-seven  miles  wide. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  said  they  must 
be  very  careful  as  to  how  far  they  pressed 
this  doctrine  of  the  width  of  the  bay. 
The  qualified  application  of  the  doctrine 
he  thought  ^applied  to  bays  with  a  very 
narrow  entrance.     But  they  must  be  very 
careful  before  they  laid  down  an  inter- 
national doctrine  on  any  particular  bay. 
They  must  think  of  what  the  application 
of  it  might  be  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
The  important  point  was  that  they  had 
generally  contended  for  the  three-mile 
limit  as  that  beyond  which  they  resented 
the  jurisdiction  of  foreign  Powers  over 
British  ships ;    and  having  taken  that 
point  of  view  in  such  cases  as  the  Behring 
Sea  arbitration  case  quite  recently,  sup- 
pose they  themselves  were  to  attempt  to 
enforce  a  doctrine  going  far  beyond  the 
three-mile  limit  on  foreign  ships — and  he 
supposed    the   House    was   as   strongly 
attached  to  the  principle  of  arbitration  as 
to  any  other  principle,  and  would  not 
resist  a  demand  for  arbitration  if  it  were 
disputed  by  a  foreign  Power —  how  would 
it  be  possible  to  contend  with  a  good 
chance  of  success  before  an  international 
tribunal   in   an   arbitration   case   for   a 
doctrine  precisely  the  reverse  of  that  for 
which  they  had  used  their  strength  on  pre- 
vious occasions  ?     He  would  be  the  last 
jjerson  in  the  world  to  wish  to  underrate 
the  capacity,  the  ability,  or  the  energy  of 
the   Foreign    Office ;     but   it   would   be 
absolutely    impossible    for    the    Foreign 
Office  one  year  to  give  instructions  for 
the  conduct  of  an  arbitration  case  on  the 
rule  of  international  law  with  the  three- 
mile  limit  as  the  extreme  limit  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  nation,  and  in  the 
following  year  to  fight  an  arbitration  case 
on  a  precisely  opposite  doctrine.     It  was 
obvious  that  that  would  bring  us  into 
ridicule  in  the  world  at  large.     Our  inter- 
national doctrine  hitherto  had  been  that 
Mr.  (\  E.  Price. 


of  the  three-mile  limit ;  it  followed  fran 
that,  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  modificatioiL 
of  the  rules  relating  to  trawling  in  tk  j 
North  Sea,  it  must  be  by  agreement 
with  foreign  Powers.  That  cleuir 
seemed  to  him  the  practical  pant 
on  which  the  debate  might  tom. 
It  had  been  rather  assumed  in  the 
debate  that  the  Foreign  Office  as  sach 
had  some  particular  policy  in  the  mattcL 
The  Foreign  Office  had  no  policy  what- 
ever in  regard  to  the  fishing  indnstiy. 
It  had  not  the  knowledge  or  the  meus 
for  framing  a  policy.  The  business  of  the 
Foreign  Office  was  to  approach  ererr 
case  on  whatever  lines  the  Govemment  of 
the  day  had  decided  to  be  those  of  the 
national  interest.  Once  it  was  decided 
that  it  was  to  the  national  interest  thst 
we  should  get  a  certain  agreement  with, 
foreign  Powers,  the  Foreign  Office  would 
use  every  means  in  its  power  to  induce 
other  nations  to  take  the  same  view  and  to 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  us.  It  wis 
absolutely  impossible  on  an  •  importint 
question  afEecting  not  merely  Scottish 
and  not  merely  English  and  not  meielr 
Irish  interests,  but  the  interests  of  all  tiifr 
three  countries  combined — for  they  were 
all  interested  in  the  fishing  indns^^ 
taking  it  as  a  whole — ^for  the  Foreign 
Office  to  approach  other  Powers  with  a 
view  to  reaching  an  agreement  with  them 
until  it  was  quite  clear  that  it  was  doing  it 
in  the  interest  of  the  policy  which  had  been 
adopted  and  affirmed  and  declared  by  the 
Govemment  of  the  day  to  be  the  policy 
which  was  in  the  general  national  interest 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  For  that  same 
reason  he  thought  it  was  going  too  isr 
when  some  one  in  the  oouzse  of  the 
debate  spoke  as  if  his  right  hon.  friend  tibe 
Secretary  for  Scotland  was  open  to  re- 
proach in  the  matter.  It  was  not  ponbie 
for  him  alone  to  declare  what  the  national 
policy  of  the  country  was  to  be  in  tiie 
fishing  industry.  He  would  be  perfectly 
prepared  that  they  should  approach  foreign 
Powers,  and  it  had  always  seemed  to  Urn, 
judging  from  the  very  great  force  with 
which  the  case  had  been  presented  in  such 
regions  as  the  Moray  Firth, .  and  the 
strong  feeling  that  existed,  which  wss 
not  confined  to  the  Moray  Firth  alone, 
that  there  was  a  case  for  grave  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  any  &»Teinnunt 
as  to  whether  any  chanm  and  any  lunr 
regulations  were  required  in  the  intonsto 
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of  the  preservation  of  the  fishing  industry 
in  the  North  Sea  at  large.  The  Grovern- 
ment  could  not  sacrifice  a  legitimate  in- 
dustry unless  they  were  going  to  do  so  in 
the  national  interest,  and  nobody  dis- 
puted that  trawling  in  itself  was  a 
perfectly  legitimate  industry.  It  was  also 
a  considerable  industry,  with  large  capital 
invested  in  it.  Therefore,  if  the  industry 
was  to  be  restricted  the  restrictions  must 
be  upon  the  same  grounds  of  really 
important  national  interests,  which  tran- 
scended what  would  otherwise  be  the 
legitimate  interests  of  that  particular 
industry.  They  had  no  right  either  for 
the  sake  of  particular  interests  or  parti- 
cular places  to  sacrifice  the  general 
interests  of  the  consumers  of  the  country. 
They  had  no  right,  for  instance,  to  adopt 
in  the  interests  of  particular  localities 
any  special  restrictions  upon  the  methods 
of  catching  fish  with  the  result  of  diminish- 
ing the  supply  and  raising  the  price  of 
one  of  the  most  wholesome  articles 
of  food  in  a  great  industrial  country. 
But  having  laid  down  those  two  principles, 
it  was  equally  true  that,  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  the  case  that  the  supply  of 
fish  in  the  North  Sea  was  being  affected 
by  want  of  further  regulations,  they 
were  entitled  to  say  that  the  interests 
of  any  particular  industry  must  be  sub- 
ordinated to  the  general  interests  of  the 
supply  of  fish  in  the  North  Sea,  for,  after 
all,  in  the  long  run,  it  was  not  merely  the 
national  interest,  but  the  interest  of  the 
industry  concerned.  If  it  was  the  case 
that  in  areas  like  the  Moray  Firth,  which 
were  important  breeding  grounds^  the 
supply  of  fish  was  being  seriously  inter- 
fered with  by  the  prosecution  of  trawling 
in  narrow  waters,  then  it  became  a  matter 
of  national  interest  that  they  should  as 
soon  as  possible  come  to  some  agreement 
with  foreign  Powers  under  which  they 
would  be  able  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments which  proved  to  be  necessary  in 
the  national  interest  at  large.  He 
could  only  say  that  the  subject  was 
one  which  had  been  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  In 
view  of  the  arguments  which  had  been 
brought  forward  and  the  strength  of 
feeling  which  was  known  to  exist  on  this 
important  subject,  it  was  quite  clear  that 
the  Government  must  have  time  to  come 
to  a  deliberate  decision,  and  to  investigate 
the  case  which  had  been  presented,  with 


the  object  of  considering  whether  it 
should  not  approach  other  Powers 
in  order  to  come  to  some  arrange- 
ment which  would  enable  breeding 
areas  such  as  the  Moray  Firth  to 
be  seciired  from  molestation  by  any 
methods  of  fishing  which  were  likely  to  be 
injurious.  He  could  only  say  that  the 
subject  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Government  for  a  considerable  time.  The 
Government  had,  unfortunately,  many 
things  to  occupy  its  attention.  He  was 
alive,  as  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  had 
been  extremely  alive,  to  the  importance  of 
the  question,  and  though  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  tell  the  Committee  what  the 
decision  of  the  Government  might  be- 
when  the  investigation  which  was  now 
proceeding  by  the  departments  con-^ 
cemed  had  been  concluded,  he  thought 
those  Members  who  represented  the  con- 
stituencies  keenly  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Grovemment  should  not  be 
indefinitely  delayed,  but  that  they  should 
know  in  a  reasonable  time  whether  the 
Government  thought  they  had  a  case  for 
approaching  other  Powers,  and  if  they 
thoucht  so  what  were  the  grounds  and 
what  were  the  propositions  which  they 
should  advance. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  hoped  that 
the  result  of  the  debate  would  be  to 
hasten  the  action  of  the  Government,  and 
that  some  active  step  would  soon  be  taken 
to  reach  some  agreement  on  this  impor- 
tant point.  But  those  who  represented 
Scotland  had  a  right  to  ask  why  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  had  not  been 
realised  at  an  earlier  period.  As  the 
matter  stood,  ridicule  had  been  incurred 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  and  especially 
in  the  North  of  Scotland.  They  had  also 
to  complain  of  the  kind  of  answers  they 
had  received  from  the  Scottish  Office  on 
the  matter,  which  were  just  the  same  as- 
had  been  given  to  similar  questions  on 
the  matter  for  many  years.  They  recog- 
nised the  difficulties  of  the  situation  and 
did  not  wish  to  press  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  imduly,  and 
could  only  hope  that  a  solution  would 
soon  be  arrived  at.  They  hoped  that 
the  strong  protests  made  would  bring 
home  to  the  Government,  if  the  Scottish 
Office  had  not  succeeded  in  doing  so, 
the    importance    of    the    question.    He 
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could  not  refrain  from  taking  exception 
to  the  action  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
Sutherland  and  Ross  in  introducing 
repressive  legislation  against  trawlers. 
He  alluded  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regu- 
lation Bill  (No.  2),  and  to  the  Suspension 
of  Trawler  Masters'  Certificates  Bill. 
They  were  Bills  he  had  blocked  and 
intended  to  block  in  common  with  the 
Govenmient.  The  repressive  legisla- 
tion only  had  the  effect  of  frightening 
capital  and  harming  a  useful  industry, 
and  it  was  not  the  way  to  procure  the 
strict  keeping  of  the  law.  The  action  of 
those  two  Members  was  in  marked  con- 
trast with  that  of  other  Members.  He, 
as  strongly  as  anyone,  repudiated  the 
action  of  the  so-called  British  trawlers 
steaming  imder  a  foreign  flag  in  order  to 
evade  the  law,  and  he  joined  in  the  con- 
demnation of  British  subjects  who  were 
guilty  of  such  proceedings.  He  thought 
the  debate  might  possibly  do  some  good 
in  bringing  about  a  speedy  conclusion, 
and  if  it  ;did  they  might  congratulate 
themselves  upon  having  obtained  three 
hours  and  made  good  use  of  them. 

*Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  said  he  was  sorry  the  hon. 
Member  had  struck  a  discordant  note 
by  attacking  the  hon.  Members  for  Ross 
and  Sutherland.  If  he  lived  amongst 
or  represented  the  people  in  those  small 
bays,  he  would  know  that  by  the  visit 
of  these  trawlers  whole  communities  were 
ruined  and  devastated  in  the  course  of 
one  night ;  and  he  would  not  have 
attacked  his  hon.  friends  as  he  had  done. 
If  they  took  the  fishing  away  from  these 
people,  they  left  them  practically  nothing. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  was  to 
be  regretted.  They  did  not  find  in  his 
district  that  the  owners  of  trawlers  had 
much  respect  for  the  law.  Their  doc- 
trine was  *'  Catch  fish,  never  mind  how  ; 
never  mind  if  you  break  the  law  or 
devastate  a  village,  bring  home  fish ; 
it  does  not  matter  if  you  go  to  gaol." 
And  the  poor  captains  had  to  go  to  gaol. 
They  did  not  want  to  send  the  captain 
and  the  men  to  gaol  ;  they  wanted  to 
send  the  owners  there.  He  had  told 
the  hon.  Member  for  Grimsby  on  the 
O(casion  of  the  great  trawlers  meeting  ot 
AberdecMi  that  it  was  the  owjiers  of  the 
trawlers  who  should  be  sent  to  gaol. 
It  was  a  serious  and  burning  question 
Mr.  Pirie. 


in  the  extreme  North.     They  regretted 
very  much  that  the  Fishery  Boaid  for 
Scotland  had  not  been  able  to  do  eTerr- 
thing  that  they  wished  it  to  do.  tad 
had  not  protected  their  fishing  indnstiy 
as  well  as  it  might  have  done ;  but  tb« 
Fishery  Board  had   not  received  mndi 
help  from  the  people  in  the  districts.  Ther 
had  formed  associations  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  they  had  enconrsged 
the    fishermen    to    try    and    catch  the 
trawlers.     This  had  done  a  considenUe 
amount    of    good,    and    he    guaranteed 
that  owing  to  the  liberality  of  his  hon. 
friend  opposite  and  important  persons 
who    had    subscribed     considerably  to 
their  funds,  they  had  secured  more  con- 
victions in  Orkney  and  Shetland  thin 
in  the  whole  of  the   rest  of  Scotland 
He  thought  they  might  all  do  more  in 
this  way  to  support  and  encourage  the 
Fishery  Board.     It  would  be  ahsolnteh 
impossible,    even    if    the    Secretary  for 
Scotland  had  two  or  three  more  cmiseis, 
to    protect    every    little    bay   or  creek 
in   the   territorial    waters    of   Scotlani 
The  area  was  enormous,  and  it  would 
take  more  vessels  and  more  men  than  he 
was  ever  likely  to  have  at  his  dispo»!. 
With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Holdemess  Division  of 
Yorkshire  as  to  the  food  supply  of  the 
people  being  in  peril,  he  thought,  if  anr 
Party  in  the  House  had  any  right  to  spetk 
on  that  subject,  it  was  the  Party  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  and  not  the  Party  on 
the  other  side  of  the   House,  who  hid 
tried  to  attack  the  food  of  the  peo]^ 
The  trawlers  brought  in  a  large  qnantitr 
of  immature  fish  and  even  destroyed tka- 
They  could  not   sell   them   in  Scottal 
or  continental  waters  ;     it  was  only  ia 
England   where   they    were   allowed  to 
dispose  of  them.     They  complained  of 
that    more    than    anything    else.   Ytk 
which    was   caught    illegally    was  loU 
in  English  waters  and  could  not  be  loU 
anywhere  else,  and  it   was  here  lAoi 
they    thought    the    Government  ni^ 
take  very  important  action.   He  adnuttri 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  Fonip 
Secretary  laboured.     Even  suppoanghi 
was  successful  in  his  negotiatums  vtt 
the  foreign     Powers,   it   would  stiD  hi 
open  to  persons  who  had  no  remcli' 
the  law  to  have  Grimsby  or  HnU  Mi 
registered  in  some  unknown  land  aal  It 
defy  the  British  laws.    He  tkoi^li* 
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Foreign  Secretary  might  try  and  induce 

foreign  Powers  to  be  no  longer  a  party 

to    the  absolute   scandal    of      allowing 

their  flag   to   be    prostituted   to   enable 

BritiBh  trawl  owners   to  break   Biitish 

laws.       If  a  person   employing  capital 

in      such      trades     as      gun      running 

or    slave     owning,     or     drink     selling, 

where     such     actions   were    prohibited, 

was    liable    to    confiscation,    it    would 

be    quite    within    the    province    of   the  ! 

Goveniment  to  declare  that  where  British  \ 

capital  was  employed  illegally  under  a 

foreign    name    there    should    be    some 

means  by  which  the  capital  should  be 

impounded  and  confiscated.     He  saw  no 

other  way  out  of  the  difficulty.     If  that 

was  done  and  the  fish  were  prevented 

from    being    sold    in    British    waters   it 

would  be  a  great  stride  toward>  protecting 

their    industries.     From    all    one    could 

learn,      trawling      had      increased      so 

enormously  that  the  fish  supply  in  the 

Northern  part  of  the  country  was  rapidly 

being  depleted,   and   where   the   supply 

in  the  future  would  come  from  was  very 

bard   to   realise.     He   was   not   making 

any  attack  on  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

The  same  policy  had  been  pursued  for 

fifteen  or  twenty  years  in  Scotland ;  but 

they  might  do  a  great  deal  more  than 

they  did  to  encourage  fishermen  to  protect 

themselves  and  might  do  more  than  they 

did  to  try  and  make  some  alteration  by 

which  those    persons   who    illegally  and 

wrongfully  sent  poor  people  out  to  do 

wrong    should   be    punished    instead    of 

their  poor  instruments. 

Mr.  MUXRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  this  question  of  trawling  had 
been  for  a  long  time  before  Parhament 
and  it  was  not  now  in  a  very  satisfactory 
condition.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  had  given  the  Committee 
as  usual  the  common  sense  of  the  matter 
in  regard  to  British  relations  with 
foreigners.  Probably  there  would  have 
to  be  some  regulation  of  the  North  Sea 
fisheries.  A  great  deal  of  investigation 
was  still  being  carried  on  into  that  matter, 
and  he  doubted  whether  the  moment  for 
international  agreement  had  arrived, 
but  the  sooner  an  understanding  was 
reached  the  better  it  would  be  for  the 
fisheries  of  all  the  countries  concerneo 
in  the  North  Sea.  The  Foreign  Secretary 
had  admitted  that  in  this  island  at  any 


rate,  the  policy  of  Parliament  ought  to  be 
supreme.  The  Moray  Firth  had  be^n 
closed  upon  the  ground  that  the  fisheries 
there  were  being  depleted  and  it  would  add 
to  the  fish  supply  if  it  were  closed.  An 
important  part  of  the  restriction  upon 
fishing  in  the  Moray  Firth  was  that  fish 
caught  there  could  not  be  landed  at  an> 
Scottish  port;  but  what  to  him  was  the 
weak  point  in  the  policy  they  had  pur- 
sued of  late  years,  was  that  they  could  be 
landed  at  any  English  port.  They  could 
not  be  landed  at  a  port  in  Berwickshire, 
but  they  could  be  landed  at  an  inlet  in  the 
constituency  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs.  There  might  be  admirable  rea- 
sons for  it,  but  they  were  not  arguments 
that  had  ever  appealed  to  his  under- 
standing and  he  was  as  yet  unconvinced 
that  the  English  ports  ought  to  be  free 
to  the  fish  caught  within  a  prohibited 
area.  If  they  had  no  sympathy  with 
the  British  owned  trawlers  who  broke  the 
law  in  the  Moray  Firth,  he  did  not  think 
their  sympathy  need  be  extended  to  the 
owners  of  the  catches,  and  he  held  the 
strong  view  that  if  this  policy  of  restrict- 
ing the  catch  in  the  Moray  Firth  was  to  be 
persevered  with  the  prohibition  should  be 
extended  to  all  British  ports,  and  if  it 
,  could  not  be  so  extended  it  would  be  better 
I  to  open  the  Moray  Firth  altogether.  He 
thought  on  the  whole  the  restricting  policy 
was  right,  but  they  had  never  yet  had  any 
satisfactory  explanation  from  any  Gk)vem- 
ment  as  to  the  reasons  for  prohibiting 
,  the  catch  from  the  Moray  Firth  being 
landed  in  Scotland  and  allowing  it  to 
be  landed  at  English  ports. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 

he  was  somewhat  disappointed  with  the 

statement  made  by  the  Foreign  Secretary. 

Hv?  had  heard  similar  speeches  made  by 

Foreign     Secretaries    for    man^     years. 

He  hoped  he  would  see  that  something 

was  done.     The   right   hon.    Gentleman 

;  said  he  was  prepared  to  approach  the 

foreign  Powers.    Had  he  done  nothing  at 

i  present  ?     He  had  beheved  matters  were 

progressing.     He  could  only  hope  they 

,  would    be    pushed    forward.     Surely    to 

I  keep  the  line  fishennen  along  our  coast, 

I  one    of   the    finest   assets    we  had,  was 

a    matter  of    national   importance.     la 

the  event  of  a  great  naval  war,  where 

would  the  country  be  without  the  line 

fishermen  ?     It    had    been    one    of    the 
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most  refreshing  nights  he  had  ever  had  I 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  There  was  | 
dissatisfaction  in  the  air.  and  it  had  been  I 
expressed  by  hon.  Members  who  had ! 
recently  come  into  the  House.  He  had  | 
refrained  specially  from  getting  up  and  : 
making  observations  until  they  had  had  ' 
their  say,  and  he  was  verv  glad  they  had  : 
spoken  their  minds.  It  was  a  good,  | 
"healths  sign,  and  there  was  some  chance  ' 
of  Scotland  waking  up  to  the  fact  that ' 
she  had  been  very  badly  treated  indeed 
for  many  long  years.  The  promises  which  . 
had  been  given  by  the  Liberal  leaders  ■ 
that  the  grievances  of  the  line  fishermen  | 
would  be  attended  to,  were  no  doubt  the 
means  of  catching  a  great  many  votes.  , 
Of  course,  he  did  not  blame  the  leaders  i 
of  either  Party  for  making  speeches 
which  would  catch  votes,  but  if  | 
pledges  were  given,  they  were  en-  ' 
titled  to  have  them  redeemed.  Upon 
this  subject  the  Government  had  en- 
tirely failed  to  fulfil  their  pledges.  All 
round  the  coast  this  illegal  trawling  was 
going  on  and  nothing  was  done  to  stop  it. 
The  grievances  of  the  line  fishermen 
remained  imredressed,  while  the  number 
of  steam  trawlers  in  Scottish  waters 
had  increased  enormously.  The  fishery 
cruisers,  however,  remained  at  the  old 
number,  and  he  urged  that  more 
were  wanted  to  catch  the  sea 
thieves  and  foreign  pirates  in  the  Moray 
Firth.  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
his  colleagues  in  the  Government  were 
doing  their  l^st  to  drive  the  people  into 
the  slums  of  our  cities.  The  fishing 
industry  was  being  ruined,  and  he  blamed 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  for  the  in- 
difiereuce  he  had  shown  in  the  matter. 
Hon.  Members  representing  Scotland 
had  ooiitiiuially  put  questions  to  the 
Secretary  far  Scotland,  but  they  always 
received  the  same  answer.  They  wanted 
more  cruisers,  and  if  they  could  not  i:et 
them  from  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
thev  ouiihr  to  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Ad:iiiralty.  He  could  r.ot  ur.derstar.d 
whv  so  much  cot:  side  rati  or:  was  i::ve::  to 
X->r-A\iv  ill  regard  to  this  subject.  Some 
proiy.pr  aotior.  oiiiihr  ro  re  take::  to  ^rop 
the  i'..eiza'  'rawlini:.  The>e  Xorwe^ri^n 
shii^<  o''V::od  ^v  British  ^hareio.ders 
wore  payiv.c  e::or":o::>  divivi-?::ds  and 
ruii::!".^:  >•.  «.>:tish  r.sher":ev..  who  w^r**  "^11:^ 
c o ::* i : :m a '. ! ^-  : o '. i  : h a :  : he ir  v a s*:^  w a >  '. »;> ••  -. ^- 
a ::*»:..!.?!  to.     He  h.id  with  h:v.:  s:at :<:::> 
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appertaining  to  this  subject,  and  he  conld 
talk  easily  for  a  couple  of  hours.  [Crin 
of  "  Go  on."]  The  line  fishing  indnstrr 
was  getting  worse  every  day.  He  hoped 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
would  be  able  to  make  some  satisfactorr 
arrangement  with  foreign  Powers  to  pot 
an  end  to  this  grievance. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAXD 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)  said  that  asthst 
was  the  only  opportunity  they  would  havv 
this  session  of  reviewing  the  position  of 
Scottish  fishermen  he  was  glad  to  have  tliat 
chance  of  saying  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
whole  subject.  One  would  gather  from 
the  closing  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  Scottish  fisheries  were  iu 
a  depressed  and  decaying  and  roinooi 
condition.  The  fact  was  entirely  the  other 
way.  There  never  was  such  a  record 
year  for  the  Scottish  fisheries. 

Mr.  AVEIR  said  that  that  was  due  to 
the  trawlers. 


Mr.  SINCLAIR  said  that  if  his  hon. 
friend  would  allow  him  to  proceed  with 
the  statement  he  was  about  to  make,  he 
would  show  that  he  had  not  been  in- 
different to  the  interests  of  the  fishermen. 
In   years  past  he  had  shown  and  the 
Government  had  shown  entire  sympathy 
with  the  position  of  the  line  fishermen. 
With  regard  to  the  Moray  Firth  itadi 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  twelve 
months  in  the  capital  invested  in  Scottirii 
fishing  boats — not   steam  trawlers,  bm 
steam  dhfters  and  liners— of  £600^\ 
and  of  that  no  less  than  £400,000  was 
attributable  to  the  industry  and  enter- 
prise of  the  Moray  Firth  fishermen.    He 
really  thought  that  deserved  to  be  pat 
on  record.    He  agreed  with  much  that 
had  been  said  in  regard  to  the  deainbility 
of  securing  adequate  closure  of  the  Moiay 
Firth  to  trawlers,  but  it  should  not  fO 
forth  from  the  House  that  the  indnstrr 
was  otherwise  than  in  a  very  piospemi 
condition.    The    hon.    Gentleman    had 
attributed  to  him  the  responaibifitT  lac 
the  decay  of  the  Scottish  fiahciica.'  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  kok 
into  the  statistics  and  figures  of  vUek  he 
had  dven  only  one  exanqde.    Tlie  figm^ 
at    any   rate,    absolved   him   boan  Ae 
•:haree  of  having  no  mympaAy  tm,  or 
r.rerest  in,  this  moat  impoatnut  n  ~ 
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Be  would  make  one  other  observation. 
There  was  undoubtedly  a  disquieting 
•ymptom  when  they  looked  at  the  fishery 
statistics.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  case 
that  the  fishermen  had  to  go  further  for 
"their  fish,  and  that  there  were  some 
symptoms  which  led  good  judges  of  the 
subject,  like  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Elgin  Burghs  and  others  who  had  spoken 
"that  night,  to  fear  that  there  was  a  de- 
pletion of  the  North  Sea,  which  was  the 
main  source  of  our  fish  supplies.  That 
was  the  justification  for  the  money  spent 
by  this  country  in  scientific  investigation 
and  for  the  work  of  the  International 
"Commission  for  the  research  of  the  North 
"Sea,  to  which  this  country  was  a  party. 
This  very  depletion  of  the  sources 
oif  supply  was  originally  one  of  the 
Teasons  for  the  passing  of  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment which  gave  power  to  the  Fishery 
Board  to  pass  bye-laws  for  the  closure  of 
the  Moray  Firth,  which  bye-laws  were 
Subsequently  passed.  That  being  the 
•case  the  House  would  readily  perceive 
that  the  Government  in'  their  policy  of 
•endeavouring  to  secure  agreement  be- 
tween the  various  Powers  in  the  North 
Sea  for  the  closure  of  this  important 
area  was  in  line  with  all  that  this  Govern- 
ment and  previous  Governments  had 
done  in  the  matter.  One  word  in  defence 
•of  his  own  action.  In  March  this  year 
he  announced  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  endeavour  to  arrive  at  the 
point  when  they  could  approach 
Ipreign  Powers.  No  time  had  been  lost. 
Such  an  invitation  to  foreign  Powers  must 
be  foimded  upon  a  scheme  of  scientific 
investigation,  and  such  a  scheme  must 
take  some  time  to  prepare.  The  pro- 
posals must  go  from  all  departments  of 
.the  Government.  No  time  would  be 
lost.  Scottish  Members  might  rest  as- 
sured that  the  Scottish  case  had  been 
presented  and  strongly  urged,  and 
would  be  strongly  urged  in  the  future. 
One  or  two  questions  of  high  poHcy  had 
interested  the  House  very  much  that 
evening,  and,  after  discussing  them,  it 
was  difficult  to  come  down  to  the  hum- 
drum routine  of  fishery  administration. 
He  would  only  make  one  observation  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Inver- 
ness Burghs,  who  had  complained  of  the 
supineness  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  enforcement  of  the  regulations.  It 
was  the   policy   of  the   Government   to 


enforce  the  regulations,  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  look  at  the  record  of  con- 
victions, he  would  find  that  the  regula- 
tions had  been  faithfully  and  vigorously 
carried  out  by  the  Fishery  Board.  H* 
must  adhere  to  what  he  said  on  another 
occasion,  that  the  Scottish  Office  and 
the  Fishery  Board,  if  they  were  to 
represent  the  fishing  interests  of  Scot- 
land as  a  whole,  must  not  be  assumed 
to  be  concerned  solely  with  one  class  of 
fisheries.  It  was  their  duty  to  see  that 
the  interests  of  all  were  protected  by 
such  means  as  they  had  in  their  power, 
and  it  was  only  in  that  way  that  they 
could  do  their  duty  to  the  fisheries  of 
Scotland  as  a  whole.  He  trusted  that 
the  assurances  which  had  been  given 
by  his  right  hon.  friend  and  him- 
self would  tend  to  allay  the  charges 
of  want  of  energy  and  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  Scottish  Office  in  this  matter. 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the 
Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his 
Report  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to-morrow  ; 
Committee  also  report  progress  ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 


UNEMPLOYED  AT  GLASGOW. 
On  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House — 

♦Mr.  BARNES  reminded  the  House 
that  on  two  separate  occasions  the 
Prime  Minister  had  held  out  the  hope  that 
part  of  the  time  that  night  would  be  avail- 
able for  the  discussion  of  the  question  of 
the  miemployed  at  Glasgow.  That  was 
a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to 
the  people  of  Scotland,  and  to  the  people 
of  Glasgow  especially.  He  thought  he 
and  his  friends  who  represented  that 
city  had  fair  ground  to  complain  that 
a  portion  of  the  time  which  had  been 
given  to  the  discussion  of  fisheries  had 
not  been  given  to  the  discussion  of  the 
question  of  the  unemployed.  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  did  not  get  up  to  reply 
until  twelve  minutes  to  eleven,  and  he 
spoke  up  to  eleven  o'clock.  He  did 
not  know  what  other  opportunity  would 
be  given  for  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  unemployed,  but  there  were 
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ways  and  means  by  which  a  reasonable 
amount  of  time  might  be  found  for  the 
discussion  of  the  subject.  He  sug- 
gested that  the  opportunity  might  be 
found  on  the  Report  stage  of  some 
Scottish  Vote.  He  hoped  the  Patronage 
Secretary  would  put  the  matter  before 
the  Prime  Minister,  and  that  he  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  request  made  by  him  in  this  matter 
had  not  been  complied  with. 

*  Mr.  CLELAND  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton) 
supported  the  appeal  made  by  his  hon. 
friend.  Glasgow  was  face  to  face  at  the 
present  moment  with  an  acute  probleni. 
As  time  had  not  been  found  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subjectithat  night,  he  hoped 
the  Goyernment  would  afford  another 
opportunity  for  its  being  brought  before 
the  House.  It  was  a  (|uestion  which 
aitected  oyer  1,000,000  people  in  Scot- 
land at  present. 

Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College)  said  the 
promise  giyen  by  the  Prime  Minister  that 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  the  unemployed  question 
that  night  had  not  been  fulfilled  on  account 
of  the  action  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
in  delaying  so  long  his  reply  on  the 
fisheries  question.  He  hoped  another 
opportunity  for  discussion  would  be 
found. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price,  while  admitting 
the  importance  of  the  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  on  the  fisheries  question, 
regretted  that  the  Foreign  Secretary  and 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  did  not  speak 
earlier,  in  order  that  time  might  have  been 
ayailable  for  the  discussion  of  the  question 
of  the  uneniployed.  He  thought  it  was  a 
yery  gr<jat    pity  that    when   the   Scottish 

Mr.  Barnes. 


Efitimates  cam< 
debates  should  1 
questions,  althc 
on  which  hon.  B/ 
He  hoped  that  t! 
would  make  ar 
days  for  the  disi 

The    PARLI 

TARY  TO  THE  ' 

Pease,  Essex,  ii 
would  be  very 
Prime  Ministe 
which  had  be< 
the  same  time 
allowed  to  say  t 
culty  in  getting 
the  Scottish  Mer 
of  the  session, 
nised  the  importi 
hon.  Members 
although  the  P 
pledge  himself 
opportunity  to  c 
were  anxious  th 
be  afforded  foi 
debate. 

Mr.  MITCHE 

shire,  N.W.)  sai 
pened  that  nigl 
idea  of  giving  a 
it  appeared  to  1 
with  singular  n 
that  the  Goveri 
the  appeal  whi 
another  opportu 
tion.  This  wat 
of  the  way  in  w 
House  was  cor 
managed  by  the 

Adjoi 
a; 


APPENDIX. 


PUBLIC    BILLS 

DEALT    "WITH    IN    VOLUME    CXCl. 

V 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "[h.l.]"  following  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


Title  of  Bill. 


Brought  in  by 


Progreu. 


*Api)ellate       Jurisdiction       Lord  Chancellor 


'iS: 


M 


Assizes  &  Quarter  Sessions     Lord  Alverstone 
[H.L.] 


♦Commons  [h.l.] 

CJoroners  (Ireland) 

Criminal  Appeal  (Amend- 
ment) [H.L.] 


Earl  Carrington 
Earl  of  Donoughmore 
Lord  A  her  stone 


♦Endowed  Schools  (Masters)    Earl  Beauchamp 

[H.L.] 

♦Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)      Earl  of  Crewe 

[H.L.] 

Incest 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Lord  Herschell 

Law  of  Distress  (Amend-       Lord  Courtney  of  Pen- 
ment)  with 

Local  Authorities  (Admis-       Earl  of  Donoughmore 
sion  of  the  Press) 

Local  Registration  of  Title 
(Ireland)  (Amendment)     i 


'  Read  2«  30th  June  (497) 
Committee  6th  July  (1204) 

Report  1st  July  (737) 
Read  3'  and  passed  2nd  July 
(930) 

Read  2«  2nd  July  (928) 

Read  1«  8th  July  (1595) 

Read  2"  25th  June  (18) 
Committee  J    39,,  j„„,  (330) 

Read  3°  and  passed  30th  June 
(496) 

Read  1«  1st  July  (731) 
Read  2°  7th  July  (1419) 

Read  2«  25th  June  (4) 
Committee  8th  July  (1595; 

Read  1"  6th  July  (1149) 

Report  2nd  July  (902) 

Read  1«  6th  July  (114D) 

Read  1«  29th  June  (295) 

Read  P  6th  July  (1149) 


VOL.  CXCI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


3  Q 


(A.) 

House  of  LORDS^-eorUinued 

Title  of  Bill. 

1              Brought  in  by 

Marriage  Act  (Amendment) 

[H.L.1 

Lord  James  of  Hereford 

BUlwi 

Municipal  Franchise  (Mer- 
cantile Corporations  and 
Companies) 

Lord  Acelmry 

Read 

Nurses  Registration  [h.l.] 

Lord  Ampthill 

Read! 

Police  Superannuation 

Lord  Xewton 

Read 

Polling    Arrangements 
(Parliamentary  Boroughs) 

Read 

Polling  Districts  (County 
Councils) 

Read  : 

Polling  Districts  and  Regis- 
tration of  Voters  (Ireland) 

. 

Read 

♦Post  Oifice  Sites  [h.l.] 

Earl  Granard 

Repor 
Re-coi: 

Summary  Jurisdiction 

Bead 

Tobaccco  Growing  (Scotland) 

Earl  of  Camperdown 

Read: 

Title  of  Bill. 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 

I  Brought  in  by 


♦Bail  J/r.  GladstoThe 

♦Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  .  Mr.  Gladstone 


♦Companies  [h.l.] 
Coroners  (Inquests) 
C(>r()ners  (Irelaud) 


Sir  H,  Kcarley 
Mr.  Iligham 
!  Mr.  Ffrench. 


Kducatioii  (Local  Authori-  ,  Mr.  JVallcer 

tics) 


Education  of  the  Blind 


Mr.  Stendmar^ 


Il'uidlooni    Weaving    (Ire-     Mr.  Sloan- 
laud) 


Incest 


Sir  J.  Kennaway 


*U]ii     of     Man     (Custom     Mr.  Hohhcuse 
Duties) 


Bead 

Read: 

Read 

Repor 

Read 
(159i 

Repor 

Read 
Read 


Repor 
Read 
(109( 

Read 


(B.)    House  of  GoT£M.O}ii8— continued. 


Title  of  BUI. 

Law  of  Distress  (Amend- 
ment 

Local   Authorities  (Admis- 
sion of  the  Press) 

Local   Authorities   (Adver- 
tising) 

*Local    Government    (Ire- 
land) 

Local  Registration  of  Title 
(Ireland)  Amendment 

Married  Women's  Property 

^National  Military  Training 

"^Navigation    Works    (Ire- 
land) 

■*01d-age  Pensions 


Police  (County  Authorities) 
Police  Superannuation 


Polling  Arrangements 
(Parliamentary  Boroughs) 

Polling  Districts  and  Regis- 
tration of  Voters  (Ireland)'! 


Polling   Districts    (County 
Councils) 


Public  Health  (Sewers  and 
Drains)  (No.  2) 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ire- 
land) 

Teachers  of  Music  (Regis- 
tration) 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland) 


Urban     District     Councils 
(Advertising) 


Brought  in  by 

Mr,  A.  Hei'hert 

Mr,  A,  Henderson 

Sir  T.  Roe 

Mr  Bin-ell 

Mr.  Muldoon 

Mr,  Hicks  Beach 
Captain  Kincaid  Smith 
Mr,  T,  IF,  Russell 

Mr,  Lloyd-George 


Sir  C,  Schwann 
Mr,  S,  Roberts 

Mr.  Ouinness 

Mr,  J,  McVeagh 

Mr.  A.  Allen 

Mr.  Vivian 


Progress. 


Report  \  3rd  July 

I  Read  3°  and  passed  J     (1101) 


\  26th  June 
Read  3<'  and  passed  /     (233) 


Report 
Read  3^ 

Read  r  7th  July   (1481) 


Read  P  2nd  July  (988) 


Report  )  2nd  July 

Read  3^  and  passed  j     (1080) 

Report  1st  July  (899) 

Bill  withdrawn  25th  June  (213) 

Bill  withdrawn  6th  July  (1415) 


Committee  29th  June  (381) 
Committee   30th  June  (591) 
Committee  1st  July  (781) 
Recommitted  6th  July  (1343) 
Report  7th  July  (1489) 

Read  V  25th  June  (116) 

Report  ^  3rd  July 

Read  3'' and  passed  /     (1101) 

Report  3rd  July  (1090) 


Report  26th  June  (290) 
Report  \  3rd  July 

Read  3''  and  passed  j     (1 143) 

Report  26th  June  (291) 
Read  3*^  and  passed  3rd  July 
(1039) 

Read  P  7  th  July  (1481) 


Marquess  of  Hamilton      Report  )  3rd  July 

Read  S**  and  passed  J      (1106) 


Mr,  O'Neill 
Mr.  Morton 
Sir  T.  Roe 


Read  P  2nd  July  (988) 


Report  ^26th  June 

Read  3*^  and  passed/     (222) 

Bill  withdrawn  2nd  July  (1080) 


INDEX 


TO  THB 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED    EDITION]. 
NINTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1908. 

JUNE  2b— JULY  8. 


EXPLANATION    OF    ARRANGEMENT    AND    ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills:    Kead  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  «- iR.,  2R.,  3r.      [c]  —  Commons.    [/.]— Lords. 

Amendt.    =  Amendment.       Os,  =  Observations.      Qs.  =  Questions.      As.  «  Answers. 

Com.  as  Committee.     Con.  =  Consideration.    Bep.  =  Report. 
Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with  Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it 

indicates  that  no  Debate  took  place  on  that  stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote. 
Sabjects  discussed  in  Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under 

Members'  Names,  'without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Aberdeen  i  Acland,  Mr.  F.  'D,—cont. 

Woodside  District   Postal  Facilities.  |  Special    Reserve — Exemption    from   Jury 

Q.     Mr.  Pirie;      'A.     Mr.  Buxton,  July  Service,  etc.,  July  8,  1655. 

' '         '•  Territorial  Force  Artillery  AdjuUnts,  Jvly 

Aberdour  '  '  i,  750. 

Fishery  Order.                                                  '  Volunteers,  Orderly-room  Clerks,  Position 

Q.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;   A.     Mr.  Sinclair,  ;  of,  July  8,  1664. 

July  8,  1040.  ^y^r  Qffi^g  Qioth  Contracts,  July  8,  1053, 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  County,  N.E.]  1054.  1655. 

Buckley  Estate— Cases  of  D.  Kelleher  and  '  Tartan  Cloth— Place  of  Manufacture, 

Mrs.  E.  O'Shea,  Jvly  2,  939.  J"ly  2,  948. 
Fermov  Court-House,  Use  of,  July  8,  1672, 

1673.  Aden 

Grehan  Rstate  Evicted  Tenants,  July  3,  Guard  Ship. 

1087.  Q.     Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson;     A.     Mr.  Mc- 

Kildorrery-Case   of  J.    Magner,   July   7,  ^^"^^^  -^^""^  ^^»  ^4. 

1449.  I 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Glamorgan,  Rhondda]         Adkins,    Mr.    W.     E.     [Lancashire,    S.E., 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill,  2r.  Middleton]. 

July  6,  I3i)\.  Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill,  Con.^ 

JWyJ,  1137. 

•^  July  /,   1560. 
Africa,    South — Garrison    reduction,    July 

8%   1655. 
Irish    Rifles,     Royal— Strength,    Number    Admiralty 

joining  Special  Reserve,  etc.,  July  2,  i  First  Xorrf— Right  Hon.  R.  McKenna. 

^"7-                                                              I  Financial    Secretary— T>t.    T.    J.    Mac- 
Service  Corps,  Pay  of,  July  2,  949.            ,  namara. 

5  '  [coni. 


Adm— Amp] 


Admiralty— co'i  t. 

Coal.  Expenditure  on. 

Qii.     Mr.   BowleH,  Mr.  Markham;     As, 
Mr.  McKenna,  July  6,  1224. 

(.■ontrtu'ts — Wap;e3   paid   by  Messrs  Arm- 
strong,   Whitworth   &    Co. 

Qs,  Mr.  Hudson ;  As,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenna,  June  29,  341. 

Deputations  to. 

Os.     Mr.  Jenkins,  Jitly  8,  1743. 
Fires,  Loss  and  Damage  by. 

Qs,     Mr.    Hay ;      .1^.     Air.    McKenna, 

June  2i>,  72. 
Q.     ^It.  Ha}';    -4.    3lr.  Lambert,  July 
2,  947. 
Naval  Ofticers,  Senior,  Dissensions  among. 
Qs,    Mr.   Bellairs,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Capt. 
^lurrav  ;     .4^.  Mr.  As'iuith,  July  8, 
1662.  " 

Afghanistan 

Anglo-Russian     Agreement — ^Attitude     of 
Ameer. 

Os,  Lord  Curzon,  June  30,  503, 
504,  554 ;  Viscount  Morley, 
528. 

British  Policy  in. 
Os.     Lord  Curzon,  June  30,  502-504; 
Viscount   Morlev,   528  ;      Viscount 
Midleton,    538-540. 

Mohmand   raid   into    India,   sec    India — 
Mohmand   Rising. 

Papers  relating  to— Tabling,  proposed. 
Os,     Lord  Curzon,  Jvne  30,  504,  655, 
556  ;   Viscount  3Iorley,  555,  556. 

Africa,  South 

[For    particular    Colonics,    etc,    see    their 
A  ames,   as   Transvaal.] 

Garrison 

Cost  of  Middelburg  Farm,  et<*. 
Q,     Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  J.     Mr.  Haldane, 
June  29,   344. 

Reduction  of. 

Q.  Major  Anstruther-Gray ;  A. 
Mr.    Acland,    July    8,  "  1655. 

Polifc  knowledge  of  Dutch. 

Q.     Ca])tain  Fahor  ;    A.     Colonel  Scoly, 
July  r,   1458. 

Agricultural  Holding  Acts  Consolidation 
Bill 

Date  of  introducing. 

V-     ^Ir.  Courtlioiic  ;   J.  Sir  E.  Strachev, 
June 'J6.  22]. 

Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Board  of 

Pri.'iidvnt — Right  Hon.  Furl  Carrington. 

Agriculture   and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  Ireland 

Vicc-Pre.'tident—Ri.  Hon.  T.  W.  Russell. 
**  Helga,"  Provision  of, 

Q.     Mr.     H.     Law:      .4.     Mr.     T.     \V. 
Rusrtell,y««e  2.5,  50. 
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Argyle  and  Bute  Volunteer  GarriMO 
Artillery  (Ist)— Guns  and  Oftcfn' 
Uniforms,  et«.,  June  25,  71. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affiitf 
in.  June  25,  183. 

Aire  and  Calder  HaTigation  Bill 

c.  Rep*  July  7,  1439. 

Aloohol 

Industrial  Use  of.  Conditions  of  Aathor- 
ising. 

Qs.     Mr.  Nannetti ;  Ag.    Hr.  Htb> 
house.  July  2,  972. 

Alden.  Mr.  P.  [Middlesex,  Tottenham] 

Borstal    System — Extension   to   Femilei, 

July  2,  963. 
Education — Medical  Inspection  of  Children, 

Grants  for,  July  2,  967. 
Law  Courts  Accommodation,  Inquiry  intOp 

proposed,  June  25,  55. 

Motor  Omnibus,  Accidents  in  April 
and  May,  July  2,  962. 

Natal— Trial  of  Dinizulu,  June  25,  80. 

Unemployment  Statistics,  May,  July  2, 963. 

Aldemey 

Chefs  de  Famtlle,  Petitions  from. 
Qs.    Mr.    Bowerman;    As.    Mr.   Glad- 
stone. Mr.  Bums,  July  8,  1642. 

Allen,  Mr.  A  A  [Christchnrch] 

Iiocal  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Frtu} 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  254. 

Notification  of  Births,  Person  reBponsiUfr 
for,  June  29,  331. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentaiy 
Boroughs)  Bill,  Con.,  July  J,  109U 
1096,  1097. 

Polling  Districts  (County  Councils)  Bill» 
3r.  July  3,  1090. 

Alnwick 

Post  OflSce  Drains. 
Q.    Mr.  Summerbell ;  A.    Mr.  Butaw 
JulyhliZ. 

Alverstone,  Lordr-Lofd  Chief  JuMke 

Criminal  Appeal  (Amendment)  Bill,  Se» 
June  25,  18-20 ;  3b.  JuneJO,  49ft. 

Criminal  Procedure — ^Delays  in  CmmcI 
Re.trial,  June  29,  318-32a 


Ammanford    UrbuL 
Water  Bill 

c.  2R.*Jii/ytf,  1206. 

Ampthill,  Lord 

India 

AdministratiTD  ] 
547. 


Diitriflk    Cooia 
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Ampthill,  Lord— con/. 

IndiA—eont. 

Bengal    Unrest    due     to     Partition, 
allegod.  June  30,  544. 

Press  Act,  Terms  of,  June  30,  546. 

Nurses    Registration    Bill,    2b.    July    6, 
1188-1197,  1203. 

Ancient  Monuments 

Royal  Commission  for  England  and  Wales, 
proposed. 

Q.     Mr.        Horniman ;         -4 .     3£r. 
Asquith,  ^li/y  ^,  1209. 

Qs.     Mr.    Rees.    Maj.    Anstruther- 
Gray;    As.     Mr.  Asquith,   July 
8,  IGvSO. 

Armaffh 

Boycott  of  M.  M*D?rmott. 
Qs.     Mr.    Lonsdale,   Mr.    O'Dowd ;     As. 
Mr.  Birrell.  June  25,  110. 

Anson,  Sir  W.  B.— [Oxford  University] 

Local  Authorities*  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill.  Con.,  June  26,  261,  268. 

Anstruther  Oray,    Major--[St.     Andrew's 

Burghs] 

Africa,  tSouth — Garrison  Reduction,  July  8, 
1655. 

Ancient  Monuments — Welsh  Commission, 
July  8,  1680. 

Army 

Cavalry 

Scotland,  Regiments  for,  June  29, 

347. 
Sword,  JiUy  6,  1230. 

Piershill  Barracks,  State  of,  June  29, 
347. 
Cirencester    Royal    Agricultural  Students 
Medals  worn  by,  June  25,  Tl. 

Coastguard  —  Fife  Service,  July  8,  1650. 

Fisheries,  Scottish 

CViiiser,  June    25,  9r» ;    July  2,  974, 
975  :  July  8.  1605. 

Nets,  In(|uirv  into  Siie  used,  proposed, 
July  8.  17r)2,  1753. 

Hamble  River  Xavip^ation.  July  7,  1454. 
Inverliever  Estate,  Work  on,  July  8,  1665. 
Local  Government   Scotland  (No.   2)   Bill, 

legislative    Pro])osals  for  Replacing, 

July  l\  974. 
Mall  to  Clmrinu  Cross   Improvement,   In- 

formation  as  to,  Junv  30,  573. 
Marble    Arch    Collee    Stall,    Removal    of, 

June  25,  55. 
Moray    Firth   Foreign  Trawlers — Decision 

as    to    enforcinj^    Three    Mile    Limit, 

etc.,  June  25,  84;  JiUy  8,  1751,  1952. 
Morocco 

Clark-Kennedy,  Mr.,  Capture  of,  June] 
25,  89.  I 

Postal   Facilities  — Cash- on- Delivery 
System,  July  2,  967.  | 
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An8trather-0ray»  Migor— «)ii<. 

Navy 

Grog  Ration,  Allowance  in  Lieu  of. 


proposed,  July  1,  749. 
Rosyth  Works  —  Sinking  of  Cylinder. 

July  8,  1650,  1651. 
Persia 

Legation  Guard,  July  2,  953;     July 

2,  956,  957. 

•Situation  in.  June  25,  87  ;  June  30, 
568,  569. 

Tabrii,  Situation  in,  July  2,  954. 
Tobacco  Cultivation,  Assistance  to,  July, 

7,  1463. 
Tobacco    Growing    (Scotland)    Bill,    Con, 

June  26,  227. 
Transvaal    Native    Labour   in   Mines   — 

Mortality  Statistics,  June  29,  352. 

Tristan  d*Acunha,   Condition  of,  July  2, 
951. 

Turkish    Building   0{)eration8    at    Awga» 
July  7,  1462. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 

in,  Jtine  25,  187-190. 
War  Office  Cloth  Contracts,  July  8,  1655. 

Tartan  Cloth  —  Place  of  Manufacture, 
July  2,  948. 

Appellate  Jorisdiotion  Bill 

I.  2r.  June  30,  497. 
Com.*  July  6,  1204. 

'*  Arcadia  " 

Capture  within  German  Territorial  Limit 
Q.     Mr.  Lamont ;    -4.     Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 
June  29,  355. 

Ards  Railway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*July3,iU4. 

Con.*  and  3r.*  July  8,  1629. 
/.   iR.*  July  8,  1593. 

Arms  Conference 

Date  of  Conclusion,  etc. 

Qs.     Mr.     Hart-Davies;        A.     Sir    E. 
Grey,  July  2,  955. 

Sco])e  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Rees;     A.     Sir  E.  Grey,  July 
8,  1639. 


Army 


Secretary    of    State— Rt. 
Haldane. 


Hon.    H.    B. 


Parliamentary  Secretary — Lord  Lucas. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  F.  D.  At-land. 
Arms,  Discarded,  Disposal  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  Rees,  July  2,  956. 

Artillery  Establishment. 

Q.     Mr.    Ashley;       .4.     Mr.    Haldane, 
July  6,  1234. 

[cent. 


Arm — Arm] 


Armj—cont, 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Strength  of. 

Q,     Captain  Kinoaid^Smith ;      A,     Mr. 
Haldanc,  July  7,   1454. 

Bechuanaland  Expedition,  Medal  for. 
Q,    Mr.     Niftld;        A.    Mf.     Haldane, 
JuTUi  25 y  71. 
('ardwell  System,  Proposals  for  modifying. 
Q,     Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson  ;  A,     Mr.  Haldane, 
June  29,  348. 
Cavalry  • 

Scotland,   Regiments  for. 

Qs.     Major  Anstruther-Gray ;     As. 
Mr.  Haldane,  June  29,  347. 

Sword. 

Q.     Major    Anstruther-Gray ;       A, 
Mr.  Haldane,  July  6,  1230. 

Ciillen,  J.,  Case  of. 

Q.     Mr.    Farrell;       A.     Mr.    Haldane, 
June  29,  329. 

<J:ms,    Converted   Fifteen- pounder.   Shells 
for. 

(?.     Mr.  Carlile;    .4.     Mr.  Haldane, 
June  25,  05. 

Horses 

Number  required. 
08,      Earl  of    Donoughmoro,    July 
6,  1104;    Earl  of   Erroll,  1173, 
1174;    Earl  Carrington.  1181. 

Supply  of — Tabling  Papers  proposed. 
Os,     Earl    of    Donoughmore,    July 

6,   1103,    1109. 
Q.     Mr.  Lane-Fox;  -4. Mr. Haldane, 

July  7,  1450. 

Infantry  of  the  LiuL* — Reduction  Proposals. 
Q,     Major  Renton ;     .4.     Mr.  Haldane, 
July  6",  1233. 

Irish     Rifles,     Royal — Strength,     Number 
joining  Special   Reserve,   etc. 

Q.     Captain  Craig  ;  .4.     Mr.  Ac  land, 
July  2,  947. 

Line   Battalions,   Strength  of. 
Qa.     Mr.    Ashley.    Mr.    Arnold- Forster ; 
As.     Mr.  Haldane,  July  6,  1233. 
Marines,   Royal,   see  that  title. 
Militia,    Volunteers,    Yeomanrv,   see  those 
titles. 

<  )fii'*er.s 

Orders  bestowed  in  1907. 
Q.     Mr.  BL»llHirs  :  .4.     Mr.  Haldane, 
June   29,   329. 

Territorial  Force,  see  that  s-uhheading. 
Piershili   Barrack'^,  State  of. 
Q.     Major   Aiistruth  M-(Trav ;      A,     Mr. 
"  Haldan",   June   29,    3*47. 
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lli?oonnaissances,     ( 'ausc 
Q.     Mr.     Ashlrv:        A 
July  6,    123L 

8i»rvi('('  C()rj)s,   Pav  of. 
Q.     Mr.     Howard 
July  2,  949. 

Soldiers — Penal  Servitude  Cases  in  1907. 
Q.     Mr.  U.  C.   U^ii;    A.     Mr.  Haldane 
June  29,  344, 


for    stop])ing. 
Mr.     Haldane, 


A,     Mr.    Ac  land. 


Special  Reserve 

Exemption   from   Jury   Semoe,  etc 
Q.    Mr.   Rant;     A.    Mr.  Aclind, 
July  8,  1655. 

Seargeants-Major,   Position  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Gibbs;    .4.     Mr.  Haldane, 
Jtdy  7,  1457. 

Transfers  to. 

Q.    Major  Renton;    A.    Mr.  HaU 
dane,  July  6,  1232. 
Territorial   Force   {see   dUo   iUUs  Militia* 
Volunteers,    Yeomanry.) 

Artillery    Adjutants. 
Q.     Captain  Faber ;  A.    Mr.  Aclaad 
July  1,  750. 

Boots,  Provision  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Herbert ;  A.    Mr.  HaMaiie, 
July  8,  1649. 

Brigade  Staff  Allowances. 
Os.     Lord    Lovat,    July   8,    1615; 
Lord    Lucas,    1622. 

Classification    of    MarkamoL 

Q.     Mr.  Carlile ;   A.     3Ir.  Haldane, 
June  25,  65. 

Enlistments. 
Qs.     Mr.  W.  Thome,  Mr.  Ashley.; 
As.    Mr.  Haldane,  Jif/y6, 1227. 

Horses— Conditions  attached  to  Grant. 
Os.     Lord    Lovat,    July   8p    1615; 
Lord  Lucas,    1623. 

Medical    Examination — Reduction  of 
Fees. 
Os.     Lord  Lovat,  July  8, 1016 : 
Lord  Lucas,   1624. 

Mobilisation     Arrangements. 

Os.     Lord    Lovat,    July   8,    1617; 
Lord  Lucas,    1625. 
Officers,  Experience  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Carlile;   A.    Mr.  Hakiaae. 
June  25,  65. 
Permanent  Staff  Grievances. 
Os.     Lord    Lovat.    July   8,    1614; 
Lord  Lucas,  1622. 
Regulations  Presented,  July  2,  962 ;  f 

July  3,  1082. 
Special   Reserve,   see  thai  iiUe. 
Strength  of. 

Qs,     Captain  Kincaid-Smith ;     A. 
Mr.  Haldan?,  July  7,  1454. 
Training  kit.  Economies  effected  in. 
Os.     Lord  Lovat,  July  8, 1616 ;  Lord 
Lucas,  1623. 
West  Riding  Enlistments. 
Q.     Mr.  Laii?.Fox;    A.     Mr.  HaK 
dane,  July  7.  1456. 
AVar  Office,  see  thai  tUU. 
AVoolwich  Arsenal,   set  Ihal  lAf& 

Army  Estimates 

Clothing  Vote,  Date  of  Taking. 

Q.    Mr.  Summerbell;  il.  Mr.  Asqnith* 
June  29,  379. 
Vote  12,  Date  of  Taking. 
Q.    Mr.    Morton  :^I.    Mr.    Asfottk 
July  8,  1681. 
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^rnold-Forster,  Et  Hon.  H  0.  [Croydon] 

Army— Line  Battalions,  July  6,  1235. 
Navy 

Education  and  Training. 

Cost  to  Parents,  July  8,  1718. 

Interchangeability      System,    In- 
quiry   into,   proposed,   July 
8y  1716-1720. 
Mechanicians — New  Training  Scheme 

July  8,  1720-1723. 

Lshbonme,  Lord 

Board  of  Trade  (Provisional  Orders)  Bill 
2r.,  July  7,  1423. 

Condition  of,  July  7,  1432-1435. 

Evicted  ^Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  Com. 
July  8,  1603. 

Proclaimed  Counties  in  Ireland— Method 
of  Allocating  Extra  Expenditure 
Involved  by  Disturbances,  July  7, 
1432-1435. 

Lshley,  Mr.  W.  W.  [Lancashire,  Blackpool] 
Army 

Artillery  Establishment,  July  6,  1234 

Line  Battalions,  Strength  of,  July  6, 
1233. 

Reconnaissances,  Value  of,  July  6, 
1231. 

Territorial  Force  Enlistments,  July  6, 
1227. 

Ceylon  Public  Works — Employment  of 
Natives,  Juyie  25,  81,  82. 

Egyptian  Newspaper  Statement  on  Soudan 
Disturbance,  July  7,  1459. 

Hamble  River  Navigation,  July  7,  1452- 
1454. 

Morocco — ('apture  of  Mr.  Clark-Kennedy, 
June  25,  89. 

Navy 

Casualties  Return,  Continuance  of 
June  25,  74. 

Collisions,  Record  of,  June  29,  343. 

Dockyards — Territorial  Army  Service 
of  Employees,  June  25,  73  ;  July 
7,740,750:  July  6.  1226. 

Estimates,  Time  Allotted  to,  June  25, 
74;  Jun,  29,U2,Si^;  July  1, 
747. 

*'  Highflyer,"  Repairs  to,  July  J,  747. 

0!i-\^c  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  June  30, 
659-(>(>2,  ()()7.  "^ 

Volunteer  Permanent  Staff  Pay  under  New 
Scheme,  June  29,  347. 

Liqnith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  K— First  Lord  of  the 

Treasury,  [Fifeshire,  E.] 

Ancient  Monuments — Royal  Commission 
for  England  and  Wales,  July  6 ,  1209  ; 
July  8,  1680. 


Asqoith,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  K.—cont. 

Army  Estimates 

Clothing  Vote,  Date  of  Taking,  June 
29,  379  ; 

Discussion  of  Vote  12,  July  8,  1682. 

Autumn  Session,  Proposals  as  to,  July  2, 
985  ;  July  7,  1479. 

Banks,     Scottish — Judges     as     Directors, 

July  6,  1211, 
Budget,  Proposals  as  to,  July  1,  777. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  2, 

986,  987  ;  July  7.  1480. 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  Date  of 

taking,  June  29,  380. 
Condition     of    Ireland     —    Government 

Attitude,  June  30,  585,  586. 
Daylight  Saving  Bill,  Facilities  for,  July 

8,  1683. 

Foreign  Office  Vote,  Date  of  taking,  July 

i,  775. 
Income-Tax,    Payment     on     Renewal    of 

Leases,  June  30,  590. 

Indian   Reform  Proposals,   Date  of  Sub- 
mitting, June  25 f  114. 

Irish  Estimates,  Time  Allotted  to,  July  8, 
1681. 

Irish   Universities    Bill,  Proposals   as   to, 
June  30,  588. 

Licensing  Bill 

Ninety -Nine  Year  Leases,  Application 
to,  July  7,  1478,  1479. 

Wine  Trade,  Application  to,  July  7, 
1480. 

Liquor  Traffic — Wine  and  Spirit  Merchants* 
Licences,  July  2,  985. 

Lord  {-Lieutenant,  System  of  Appointing, 
July  8,   1682. 

Meat  Supply — Inquiry  proposed,  July  8, 
1680. 

Navy  Estimates 

Time  Allotted  to,  June  25,  74. 

Vote  5,  Discussion  of,  July  1,  776. 

Officers,  dis8  3nsions  among,   July  8,  1652, 
1653. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29, 
471,  474;  June  30,  595,  597, 
598,  600  ;  July  6,  1349  ;  July 
7.  1531,  1536;  July  6,  1406- 
1408. 

Proposals  as  to,  July  2,  985. 

Parliamentary  Electoral  Reform  Proposals, 
July  2.  985  ;    July  8,  1679. 

Poor  Law  Royal  Commission  Report,  Date 
of  Presenting,  July  6,  1260. 

Postmaster-General,  Assistance  to,  by  Lord 
Granard,  etc.,  June  25,  113,  114. 

Scottish  Estimates,  Time  Allotted  to,  June 
29,  380  ;    June  30,  561  ;    July  1,777, 

Speeches,  Duration  of,  June  29,  379. 

[coni 
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Asqnith,  Et  Hon.  H.  11,—eont. 

Spies,    Legislntivo   Proix>sal8   for   Dealing 
with.  July  8,  KJ81. 

Sugar — Brussels     Convention     Additional 
Act,  Procedure  in  Ratifying,  July  i, 

Sundav  Trading— Legislative  Proposals,  i 
June  29,  379.  I 

Tiec^  Trades.  Legislation  to  Deal  with,  i 
proi)oseti.  June  30,  589.  j 

Tobacco  Cultivation.  Astiistance  to,  July  7,  ! 
1479. 

Trade,  Board  of — Date  of  taking  Vote  : 
July  6,  12r)9,  12tK>. 

Unemployeil  Grants.  July  6,  12(K>. 

Vickers,   Sons  &    Maxim,  Messrs. — Inden- 
tures of  Apprentices.  Juh*\  30,  590. 

Assizes  and  Quarter  Sessions  Bill 

/.  Rep,  *  June  :»/*.  495  ;    July  1,  737. 
3r.  *  July  J.  930. 


Ayr 


Atkinson,  Lord 

Evicti^I  Tenants  ^Ireland)  Bill.  Com,  July 
S,  15lV5-15in».   1G<V>,  1««>9,  lUlO. 

Attorney-General  —^'ir  '''•  >*•  JiobsoH. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland 

J:t.  Hon.  I!,  j:.  Cherry 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  H.  [5>nssex. 
Lowes] 

Income -T.ix  Ap^HMls.  rro<.'oUure  in  Uearinu. 
Jul;,   :,   14»i2. 

Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
f.  ,1R.»  ./'/'-   :»'>.  217. 
/.  romni  MIS  AnK';ilt>..  '.'•i-.*  ./•!«,  -Jit,  2*M. 


Australia 

Hirvc^Tor  Ex  i--  A  :.  de  i-ion  ;i-  to. 


V- 


i  — .  J    ■.    '2.   'M'- 


.-. -.     Mr.  Ur... 
■  rv^'-riTrxi.  J'  ^'s 


\V  *,- 


Autumn  Session 


Prison— Complaint  by  Warder. 
Q.    Mr.  T.  F.  RichardB ;    -4.    Mr.  Sic- 
clair,  Jviy  i,  743. 

BailBiU 

c.  iR.*  June  30^  591. 

BalcarreSt  Lord  [LancaHhire,  N..  Chorley] 
Education 

Secondary   School    Grants    (19i>:-^. 

June  30,  576,  577. 
Waivers — Applications     received    a 
1907-8,  July  2,  942. 
Education  (Local  Authorities)  BilU  Tot.. 

July  3,  1127-1139.  U43. 
Inverliever  Estate,  Work  on,  etc..  J}dn «. 

16&4. 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  /mik  i$,  4o3- 
455 ;  June  30,  666  :  July  1.  U\.  Ml 

Tobacco   Growing   (Scotland)    Bill.   Cor.. 
Jvne  26,  231. 

.  Balfour,  Et  Hon.  A.  J.  [City  of  LoLdou] 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of.  Jnly  L 
986,  July  7,  1460. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Cam.  June  29, 39^ 
4i>4 :  June  30,  396.  612. 613.  6S2- 
655 :  July  i.  780,  815-817.  Sl*- 
822:  Cor..  Jniy  7,  1302.  lo^ 
1525.  1531,  1543.  1544.  1517. 
1572.  1575. 
Division — Doors  in  **  Xo  "  Lobby 
Locked  while  Members  were  mW 
entering  "  Ave  *'  Lobbr,  /■■€  >. 
698. 

Vatersav  and  Barra,  Conditioaof  .%f»ir» 
in,' June  25.  14»-157.  208. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh*  Lord 

i.'riniinal    Procedure — Delays   in  Case*  of 
Re-trial.  Jvne  29^  315. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  Jfep.  July  J. 
911-916.  927. 

Balintore  Harbour 

Si^te  of 
V.     Mr.  Weir:    .4.     Mr. Snclair.  Ji/y >. 
1661). 

Ballindare 

t.A.-^?  of  A.  Carton. 
V-     >ir  T.  Esmonde;    .4.     Mr.  Cbenr. 
JtUy  2,  MX 

Ballygibbon 

'  -.i^  ..£  .1.  D.  M'Aulifle- 

V.     Mr.  Saeehan;    J.     Mr.  KnvU.  J^r 


BallTinalion 

V.    Captain  Craig;   ^ 
June  SS,  ML 


•  Vrf.  191.] 


BaUyraekey  Farm 

Case  of  P.  Hayes. 
Q,     Mr.     E.     Barry; 
July  i,  771. 


SESSION  1908. 
June  25  — July  8. 

Banks— con/. 


[Bal— BJar 


A,     Mr.    Cherry, 


Banbnry,  Sir  F.  [City  of  London] 

Budget  Proposals  as  to,  JtUy  i,  777. 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill,  Con., 
Julys,  1134. 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill,  Con., 
July  3,  1105. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  234,  237,  238,  241, 
255,  263,  275,  276,  278. 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill,  3r. 
June  30, 112, 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  June  29,  382, 
393,  432,  466  ;  June  30,  599,  626,  637, 
652  ;  July  1,  860,  864-866  ;  Con.,  July 
6,  1367  ;  July  7,  1492-1494,  1510, 
1534,  1540,  1554-1556,  1567;  Becom. 
July  6,  1381. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill,  Con.,  July  3,  1090, 
1092,  1098,  1100. 

Polling  Districts  (County  Councils)  Bill, 
3r.  July  3,  1090. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con., 
July  3,  1106-1112,  1114-1116,  1119, 
1123,  1126. 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill,  Con., 
June  26,  222,  231,  232. 


Banchory 

Postal  Facilities. 

Q.     Captain     A.     Murray ; 
Buxton,  July  6,  1216. 


Mr. 


Bangor,  Bishop  of 

Merchant  Shipping 

Desertions  in  Foreign  Ports,  1904- 
1908 — Return  proposed,  June  29, 
306. 

Sunday  Labour,  Regulations  as  to, 
June  29,  308. 

Bank  of  Ireland 

Government  Relations  with. 
Q.     Mr.  MacNeill;    A.     Mr.  Hobhouse, 
July  8,  1677. 

Bankruptcy 

Case  of  G.  H.  Taylor. 

Qs.     Mr.       Richardson ;  As.     Mr. 

Churchill,  July  1,  762. 

Banks 

Irish  Notes,  Commission  Charged  on. 
Qs.     Mr.   Flynn  ;     .1*.     Mr.   Hobhouse, 
June  30,  588  ;   July  6,  1258. 

Scottish — Judges  as  Directors. 

Q.     Mr.  Watt;     A.     Mr.  Asquith,  July 
6,  1210. 
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Unclaimed  Balances. 

Qs.     Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Younger  ;    A^^ 
Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Speaker,  June 
25,  94. 
Compulsory  Statement,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    MacVeagh;      A.     Mr^ 
Lloyd-George,  June  25,  64. 

Estimate  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  J.  MacVeagh,  Mr.  Bottom-^ 
ley;     As.     Mr.   Lloyd-George,. 
Mr.  Speaker,  June  29,  357. 

Practice  in  Classing  Accounts  as  Un* 
claimed. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain ;  A^ 
Mr.  Lloyd  -  George,  June- 
29,  358. 

Baring,  Mr.  0.  [I»le  of  Wight] 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill,  Con, 

July  3,  1140,  1143. 
Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Pre88> 

Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  237. 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con. p. 

July  3,  1109,  1110. 

Baring,  Mr.  0.  V,  [Winchester] 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con.^ 
July  3,  1123. 

Barnard,  Mr.  E.  B.  [Kidderminster] 

Malt    Importation    (1903-1907),    July    3,. 
1086. 

South-Westem  Suburban  Water  Bill,   3r. 
.     June  30,  728. 

Barnes,  Mr.  0.  N.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 
Glasgow    Unemployed — Opportunity     for 
Discussion,  July  8,  1782. 

Navy 

Education  and  Training. 

Cost  to  Parents,  July  8,  1687. 

Interchangeability  System  —  In- 
quiry proposed,  July  8,  1684- 
1686,  1690. 

Mechanicians  —  New  Training  Scheme, 
July  5,  1688-1694,  1705. 

Navy  Estimates  —  Discussion  of  Vote  5,. 
July  1,  776. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  July  1,  795  ;: 
July  7,  1501,  1521-1523,  1566. 

Osborne  College,  Cost  of,  July  8,  16S6. 
Scottish  Estimates,  Time  Allotted  to,  June 
25,  216  ;  June  29,  380  ;  July  1,  111. 

Barra,  Island  of 

Exodus  of  Crofters  to  Vatersay ,  «ecVatersay 
and  Barra. 

Barrie,  Mr.  H.  T.  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Dairies,  etc..  Order,  Protests  against,  Juli0 
3,  1088. 


Bar— Ben] 


INDEX. 
June  25 — Jvly  8. 


[VoLlSU 


Barrie,  Mr.  H.  11,—eont. 

EdrcatioD 

King's  Scholarship  Examination, 
Females  Passing,  July  2,  982. 

National  School  Teachers'  Salary 
Increase,  Conditions  of  Granting, 
July  2.  1024. 

Barry,  Mr.  E.  [Cork  County,  S.] 

Ballyrackey    Farm — Case    of    P.    Hayes* 

Jrdy  i,  771. 
Castleventry — CJase  of  Representatives  of 
P.  Donovan,  June  29,  376. 

Barry,  Mr   B — Solicitor-Oen^ral  for  Ireland 
[Tyrone,  N.] 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con. 
July  3,  1108,  nil,  1113,  1115,  1117, 
1121,  1125. 

Barry  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Eep.*  July  7,  1440. 

Beach,  Mr  M.  H.  [Gloucestershire,   Tewkes- 
bury] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  6,  1346- 
1348. 

Beanohamp,  Earl 

Endowed  Schools  (Masters)  Bill,  2r. 
JiUy  7,  1419. 

Beanohamp,  Mr.  E.  [Suffolk,  Lowestoft] 
Naval  Intorchangeability  System — Inquiry 
proiK)aed,  July  8,  1723,  1724. 

Beck,  Mr    A.   C,  [Cambridgeshire,  Wisbecjh] 
(.^)^l  Min's  (EiKht  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill,  2r. 
July  6\  1279-1281. 

Bedford,  Duke  of 

Militiamen  who  have  not  Enlisted  in  the 
Special  Reserve,  Position  of,  July  i, 
734. 

Belfast 

Hibernian  Excursion.  Stone  Thrown  at. 
Qs.     Mr.   D;wlin.   t'uptain  (-raig ;      As, 
Mr.  Birrell,  June  25,  108. 

l^ioonsed  Houses  under  Police  Observation. 
Q.     Mr.  D.n-lin;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  7?t/y 
::*,  938. 

f'rison  Ofli'ers.  Hours  of  Dutv  of. 
Q.     Mr.  i)>vlin;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  /f/we  ' 
29,  337.  I 

Schools  in  Circuit  8,  Reports  on.  ' 

Q.     Mr.   .1.   Murphv;     A.     Mr.   Birrell,  I 

Jun"  29,  33S.  *  ; 

Traiuwav  Accounts.  i 

Q,     Mr.  IX^vlin;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  ,/««c  j 

Wi)rkliousc  ■ 

Adinission^j.  ^ 

fj.     Mr.    D'vlin:     .1.     Mr.    Birrell  i 
Ji'fy  2,  939. 
K<'port  (HI. 
(.>.     Mr.   Devlin:      A.     Mr.  Birrell,  \ 
July  :,'.   1)SI>. 

11 


Belginm 

I^Antwerp— Shipping  Fee  Syvtem. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson ;    il.    Mr.  Gte. 
chill,  June  29,  324. 


Cost  of  Living,  Inquiry  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  James  Hope ;     A» 
chill,  July  6,  1240. 


Mr.  Gh» 


Bellairs,  Mr.  C.  [Lynn  Regis] 

Army  Officers — Orders  Bestowed  in  HR, 
June  29,  329. 

Navy 

Casualties    Return,    Omiinosiiw  d, 

June  25,  75. 
Collisions,  Record  of,  June  29, 341 

Dockyard      Employees,      Tenritariil 
Army  Service  of,  July  1,  7fiOL 

Education  and  Training 

Cadets  and  Complements  of  Tam- 
ing Cruisers,  June  26, 2S0L 

Cost  to  Parents,  JWy  8,  170L 

Interchangeability  System*  Jwlg$, 
1695-1703. 
**  Irresistible  " — ^Report   on   Floodiiig 
of  Engine-Room,  July  2,  748. 

Officers 

Dissensions  Among,  July  S,  16S!* 

1653. 
Orders    Bestowed    on,    in   1907. 
June  29,  333. 
Navy  Estimates 

Time  Allotted  to,  June  29,  94X 
Vote  5,  Discussion  of,  July  i»  776i 

Belper,  Lord 

Education — ^Inc  rease 

30-33. 

Roads,  Main — Cost  of  Upkeep,  Juae  2S,  IB- 
Taxation,       Local — Increased       Bnitai 

Thrown    on    Rates,    etc.,    /«ae  tS, 

29-35. 

**  Ben^ore  Head,'*  8.8. 

Accidents    to,    in    Portsmonth   Harbsar» 
Causes  of. . 
Oa.    Lord  Mnskenyp  /a^  1,  782; 
Lord  Hamilton  of  Dabdl,  781; 
Lord  Ellenboroogh*  784. 

Bennett,  Kr.  E.  H.  [OxfordslurB,  Wooditoek) 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  Juif  J»  781, 

783. 
Small  Holdings 

Credit  Banks,  Necessity  for,  Jum  2k 

368. 
House  Erection  Propoaab,  Jum  2k 

368. 
Refusals,  Appeals  Against,  Jime  2k 

368. 
Schemes 

Acreage  Snpplied,  J«%  8,  lltfL 
Date  for  SnbmittiM.  Jwm  2k 

366,  307. 
Number  Baceivad.  Jwm  H  ML 


in    Cost,   June  ik 


Y6L  191.] 


ilbell,  Kr.  T.  R.  [Essex,  Maldon] 

Pdor   Law    Union    Buildings,    Loans    fcr 
Extending,  July  i,  745. 


SESSION  1908.  [Bet-Bir 

June  25 — July  8. 

Birrell,  Et.  Hon.  A.—coi^t, 

Croughteeri — Case  of  J.  Murphy,  June  29"^ 


ethell,  Sir  J.  H.  [Essex,  Romford] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  June  29, 
45L 

fgnold.  Sir  A.  [Wick  Burghs] 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  254. 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  Enforcing  Three  Mile  Limit, 
etc.,  July  8,  1744-1748. 

tixrell,  Brt.  Hon.  A,— Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  [Bristol,  N.] 
Armagh — Boycott  of  M.  McDermott,  June 

25,  110. 
Ballygibbon — McAuliflFe      Case,     July     6, 
1222. 

Ballymahon  Unlawful  Assembly  Case — 
Signing  of  Summonses,  June  25,  99. 

Belfast 

Hibernian   Excursion,   Stone  Thrown 
at,  June  25,  108. 

Licensed  Houses  under  Police  Observa- 
tion, July  2,  938. 

Prison    Officers,    Hours   of   Duty   of, 
June  29,  337. 

Schools  in  Circuit  8,  Reports  on,  June 
29,  338. 

Tramway  Accounts,  June  25,  68. 

Workhouse 

Admissions,  July  2,  939. 
Report  on,  July  2,  980. 
Buckley  Estate — Cases  of  D.  Kelleher  and 

Mrs.  E.  0*Shea,  July  2,  940. 
Bums  Hartopp  Estate  Tenants,   Position 

of,  June  25,  53. 
Castlefrench  Estate — Cattle-drive  on  16th 

inst.,  July  2,  977. 

Castleventry — Case  of  Representatives  of 
P.  Donovan,  June  29,  376. 

Cattle-drives — Attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment, June  25,  101. 

Claremoimt  Estate,  Disposal  of,  July  6, 
1222. 

Cloncurrv  Estate,  Situation  on,  July  2, 
978.' 

Clouncon — Case  of  J.  Kenney,  July  8, 
1649. 

Condition  of  Ireland — Government  Atti- 
tude, June  30,  584,  585. 

Congeste.l  Districts  Board  Works,  Cause 
for  Stoppage  of,  July  2,  984 ;  July 
7  ,1475,  1476. 

Consumption  in  Ireland,  July  8,  1648. 

Coonana  Pier,  Lighting  of,  June  25,  55. 

Cork    Corporation    Surcharges,     June    SO, 


587. 
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341. 

Crown  Jewels,  Loss  of,  July  2,  979. 

Dairies,  etc..  Order,  Protests  against,  Jult^ 
3,  1088,  1089. 

Delmage  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  June  25„ 
111. 

Dickson    Estate  —  Disposal    of/     Mulcair* 
Lands,  July  2,  977. 

Dundrum  Estate,  Situation  on,  June  25,. 
100. 

Dunfanaghy  Labourers  Act  Inquiry,  June^ 
26,  221. 

Education 

Amalgamation    Regulations,    July    8,. 
1647. 

Attendance    under    thirty- five,    Casea 
of,  June  29,  327. 

Christian  Brothers  Schools,!  Pupils  in 
and  grants  to,  July  2,  1071,  1072. 

Grant,    Additional,    Distribution    of,. 
July  2,  976 ;    July  3,  1089. 

Intermediate 

Grant,  July  6,  1223. 

Inspectorate,  June  25,  103. 

Rules,  June  25,  68. 

King*s       Scholarship       Examination,. 
Females  passing,  Julyl2,  982. 

MacMillan,  Mr.,  Reports  of,  June  29^ 
339. 

National     School     Teachers. 

CivU  Rights  of,  July  2,    1037 
July  8,   1648. 

Dismissals,  Regulations  as  to- 
July  2,    1073. 

Liquor  Licences,  Regulations  as- 
to  Teachers  having  connec- 
tion with,  July  2,  1074. 

Salary  increase.  Conditions  of 
granting,  July  2,  997,  1060- 
1069. 

Transition    Teachers,    Grievances. 

of,  June  25,  67. 
University  Lecture  Courses,  t/a/y 
6,    1222. 
Scholarships,  etc..  Grants  for,  July  6,. 

1221. 
School,    Roll    No.    1950,    Circuit    9, 
Section  A,  Teaching  in  July  3, 
1086. 
Schools. 

Amalgamation     Proposals,     July 

2,  1063. 
Sanitary  Conditions  and  Heating^ 
Arrangements,  July  2,  1070,. 
1071. 
Training  Applications  for  one   year's 
course,  June  29,  340. 
Ennis       County       Court — Compensation 
awarded    for    malicious    injuries  to- 
Cattle,  June  25,  109. 

\eont. 


Bir-Bol] 


Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  kjK-font. 

Evicted  TonantH  (Ireland)  Act,  Working 
of,  Jun^  3fK  560. 

Evictions — Syntom  of  dealing  with  Re-, 
ihstatement  applications,  June  29 
331>.  ! 

Fairs,  Regulation  of,  July  7,  1451. 

Toiladown — Case    of  J.   Healy,  June  29,  ! 

376.  i 

<;alwav.  Condition  of,  June  25,  100.  ! 

<rlenakill.  South — Case  of  Mrs.  J.  Guiney,  I 

July  2,  937.  j 

<Toraghwood   Excursion  Train — Cause  for  | 

stoppage  in  Tunnel,  June  25,  107.        I 

Oore-Booth  Entate.  Sale  of,  July  7,  1450.  \ 
Granard — Case  of  Cuffe  Children,  June  29,  j 

340. 
i'ireencastle — Police  A'isitsto  Public-houses, 

June  29,  336. 

<irehan  Estate,  P^victed  Tenants,  July  3, 

1088. 

Griffith   Estate,  Sale  Proj)08als,  June  30, 

588. 


INDEX. 
June  25 — July  8. 

!  Birrell,  Bt  Hon.  A,—€onL 


[VoL  191. 


B.     Radford, 


<iurtienminogue — Case     of 
June  30,  561. 

Inchiquin  Estate — Sale  Proposals,  July  2, 

078. 

Irish  rniversiticR  Bill 

Extern  Students,  June  29,  327. 

Proposals  as  to,  June  30,  686. 

Kilbrin — Case  of  J.  Nash,  July  2,  936. 

Kildorrerv — Case  of  J.  Magner,  July  7, 
1449.* 

Kiitotrhert  Cattle-drive — Decision  as  to 
Prosecution,  June  25,  109,  110. 

Kuockanes — Case  of  D.  Healy,  June  25, 
10.-). 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Act 

Section  «>  (2),  Interpretation  of,  June 
25,  10.-). 

Transactions  under,  June  29,  328. 

Lr.nd  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887— Repeal 
of  Section  7,  jiroposed,  June  25,  106, 
107. 

Liiid  Purcliasc 

Anuuitirs  (-ollectable,  June  30,  661. 

Transactions,  June  26,  219;    July  6, 
1220. 

Litriin — Case  of  P.  Lvons,  June  25,  98, 

L  .'-al  (Mivcrninciit  (Ireland)  Act,  1898 — 
Section  122  (2),  July  J,  941. 

L  »iL'jii>n\   Evicted  Tenants,  July  6,  1220. 


NewTjT — Extra  Police  on  2l8t  IniL,  Joe 

29,  377. 
Nolan  Estate  Cattle-drives,  Jmmt  2f,  W. 

O'Connell    Estate    Tenants,    Petition  d, 

July  8,  1647. 
Outrages  Reported  in  May,  June  2S,  19. 

100. 

Poor  Law- 
Paupers — Deportation  System,  Js/f  t 
981. 

Reform  Proposals,  JiJy  0,  082. 

Portarlington  School  Inspector,  June  21 
338. 

Proclamation    of    Irish    Counties,    Effert 
of,  June  25,  101. 

Rathdowney  Disturbance  on  20Ui  InsL. 
June  29,  328. 

Rath  ruddy — Outrage    at     House    of    !L 
(Slynn,  June  25,  109. 

Reask   Cattle-drive    on    26tli    Ult.,  Jsse 
29,  335. 

Rockfield— Case  of   J.    Burke,   Jume  2S, 

104. 

Smythe  Estates-Case  of  Bfrs.  Rig9^  J^ue 
25,  66. 

I  Taumagh  Farm — Cattle-dri^es  in  Kay  and 

j  June,  June  39,  335. 

Teenan*s  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Jsly  1 
940. 
'  Thompson    (Clonfin)    EsUte,   Sale    Pr>- 

posals,  June  29,  339. 
West  Estate--<:a8e  of  P.  Kelley»  Jwl§  7, 

1460. 
Williams    EsUte— Csae    of    D.    Cnnsa, 
^ane  25,  67. 

Birthday  Honours 

Rosette  to  be  worn  by  Redpisnts,  pnpossd. 
Ot.  Mr.  W.  Redmond. /tifisie9,U0. 

Bishops,  Lydeard 

Small  Holdings  Inquiry. 
Q.    Mr.  Monell ;    il.    Sir  EL  Stnebej, 
June  30,  670. 

Blackburn  Corporation  Bill 

c.  3b.*  June  26,  217 
I.  2b.*  July  6,  1145. 

Blay don  and  Byton  Watar  dnnilM  101 

c.  Lords*  Amendts.,  Cam,,^  J«^  J,  lOBL 

Board  of  Trade  (Provisional  Ordars)  Bill 

7.    IB.*  June  29,  204. 
2b.,  July  7,  1421. 


-MiCjiiti*'  Kstati',  Saio  Pn>iK)sjiis,  June  25,  Bognor  Gas«  Liffhti  and  Ooko  hmmbj 
^^'^-  I  Bill 

Mf.-lu'ra   Om<tabuliry  Transfers,  July  2,  \  e,  Jtep.^  July  7,  1430. 

Boland,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Keny.  a] 

Burns  Hartopp  Estat«»  Tsnaiiliy  HwiiiM 
of,  June  25,  63. 

Coonana  Pier,  Lighting  of»  Jwt^  Jf^  Sft. 

\fmL 


M.yhci y  I-Mato  Kvktod  Tenants,  June  25, 

M«»niuli;m  l%tat« — Disposal  of  Untenanted 
J.iiwl,  JuHf   'J5,  102. 
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dUnd,  Mr.  J.  P.— con/. 

Maybery  Eitate,    Evicted  Tenants,  June 

25,  64. 
O'Connell    Estate    Tenants,    Position    of, 

July  8y  1646. 
Southampton — Recognition  of  St.   Anne's 

School,  June  29,  365,  366. 

Trade  Commissioner  for  certain  Colonies, 
July  7,  1476. 

Trade  Mark  as  evidence  of  origin,  accept- 
ance of,  June  30,  571. 

Trade  Statistics,  accuracy  of,  June  25,  67. 

Williams  Estate — Case  of  D.  Curran,  June 
25,  67. 

lolton 

Post  Office  Telephonist.  Case  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Gill ;    A.     Mr.  Buxton,  June  25, 
69. 

littomley,  Mr.  W.  H.   [Hackney,     S.1 

Banks,  Unclaimed  Balances,  Estimate  of, 
June  29,  358,  359. 

Income-Tax 

Assessment  of  Betting  Profits,  JtUy  7, 
1464. 

Leases,     Payment    on     Renewal     of, 
June  30,  590. 

Montenegro — British  Representation,  June 

25,  84. 
Serria,  British  Relations  with,  June  25,  85. 

Tied  Trades,  Legislation  to  deal  with,  pro- 
posed, June  30,  589. 

Unclaimed  Property  —  Compulsory  dis- 
closure, proposed,  June  25,  59. 

Jowerman,  Mr.  C.  W.  [Deptford] 

Aldemey  Chefs  de  Famille,  Petitions  from, 
July,  July  8,  1642,  1643. 

C'attle — Shortage  in  Supply,  June  25,  59. 

Income-Tax  Returns*  of  American  Beef 
Trust,  July  8,  1659. 

Meat  Supply — Inquiry  proposed,  June  30, 

582,  583. 
Motors — Use  of  Speedometers,  July  7,  755. 

Tramways — Use  of  Speedometers,  July  7, 
765. 

lowles.  Mr.  0.  S.  [Lambeth,   N.] 

Aimiraltv — Expenditure  on  Coal,  Jw/y  6', 
1224. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Date  of 
taking  Ballot,  by  Miners'  Federation, 
July  2,  964. 

Naval  Casualties  Return,  continuance  of, 
June  25,  76. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  June  29,4r){\- 
458  ;  July  i,  8(K)-803,  835,  839, 
844,  847  ;  Becom.,  July  6",  1389  ; 
Con.,  July  7,  1520,  1530,  15.33, 
1563-1565,  1572,  1574. 
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SESSION  1908. 
June  25 — July  8. 

Bowles,  Mr.  0,  S,—cont. 


[Bol-Bri 


0;d-age  Pens'ons  Bill — cont. 

Government  Amendments  of  which 
Notice  had  not  been  given.  Pro- 
priety of  Closuring,  June  30, 
697,  709. 

War  Office  Expenditure  on  Coal,  July  6, 
1232. 

Boyne,  Visoonnt 

Representative    Peer    for    Ireland,    Juljf^ 
5.  1146;   July  7,  1417. 

Brace,  Mr.  W.  [Glamorgan,  S.] 

Coal  Mines   (Eight   Hours)   (No.   2)   Bill, 
2r.  July  6,  1301. 

Bramsdon,  Mr.  T.  A.  [Port<^raoath] 

Greenwich    Hospital    Pension    Grievances, 
July  8,  1742,  1743. 

Naval     Stewards     and     Cooks,     Pension 
Claims  of,  July  7,  1446. 

Brazil 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  1,  730. 

Bridgeman,    Mr.    W.     C.     [Shropshire, 
Oswestrj'] 
Old- Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,   June   29, 
383.  425  ;   July  1,  860  ;   July  7,  1660, 
1561. 

Bristol 

Post  Office  Extension  —  Wages  paid  by 
Contractor. 

Q,     Mr.  W.   Thome;     A.     Mr.   L. 
Harcourt,  July  2,  968. 
Telegraph  Office  Vacancies. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson ;    A.    Mr.  Bux- 
ton, July  1,  740. 

Bristol  Corporation  BUI 

c.  Rep*  June  25,  49. 
Con.*  July  6,  1205. 

Bristol  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Rep*  June  25,  49. 
Con  *  June  29,  321. 
3r.*  July    2,  931. 

British  Columbia 

Coastal  Trading  by  United  States  Vessels. 
Q.     Mr.  Fell ;    A.     Colonel  Seely,  June 
29,  353. 

British  Guiana 

tSee  Guiana,  British. 

British  Honduras. 

See  Honduras,  British. 

British  Medical  Ass  Delation. 

Statues  on  New  Building. 

Q.     Mr.    Sloan;       A.     Mr.    Gladstone, 
June  29,  325. 

Briton   Ferry  Urbau    District  Coincil 
Bill 

c.  Con.  *  July  3,  1081. 
3r.*  July  7,  1439. 


Bro— Burl 


Brodie,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Surrey,  llei«ate] 

Old-age    Pensions  Bill,  re  Com.,  Jvly  tf, 

1401. 
Postal  Officials,  Territorial  Training  Leave 

for,  July  6,  1217. 
Surrey  Small  Holdings  Applications,  June 

29.  334. 

Bromley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill 

/.  3r.*  June  2P,  293.  j 

f.  Lords  Amendts.  Con.*  July  3,  1081.      , 

Brooke,  Mr.  G.  S.  [Tower  Hamlets,  lk)w  and  ! 
Bromley]  I 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill — Selection  of  Pen- 
sion Officers,  July  7,  1448.  ! 

i 

Brunier,  Rt.  Hen.  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  i 
Northwich] 
AVomen's    SuflFra^e    Movement   —   Treat- 
ment  accorded   to   arrested   Persons, 
July  i,  757. 

Bryce,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Inverness  Burghs] 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in  — 
Decision  as  to  enforcing  Three  Mile 
Limit,  etc.,  July  5,  1755. 

Scottish  Estimates,  Time  allotted  to, 
July  i,  777. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  AflEairs 
in/ June  25,  190-192. 

Bncclengh 

Fishery  Order. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;   A,     Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  8,  1640. 

Buchanan,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  R,  — Under  Secretary 
for  India  [Perthshire,  E.] 
Army 

^ledals    for  recent  Operations,  Award 
of,  June  25,  80. 

Scottish    RegimentSf    Disposition    of, 
July  8,  1656. 

Assam- Bengal  Railway,  Thefts  on,  Juh/ 
2,  949. 

Bengal,  Partition  of — T^cal  Opinion,  Jvne 
29,  348,  349. 

Budget,  Date  of  Taking,  July  7,  1444. 

dloutta 

Assassination   of   Constable,  June  30, 
r),-)9. 

^[odel    Liquor    Shops    Scheme,    June 
25,  11. 

Sfottisli  Mission  Church  Steps,  Bomb 
lound  on,  June  30 ^  503. 

Chittagou^'  Jetty  Fires,  July  2,  949. 
(Jirenee^iter    Royal   Agricultural    Students, 
Medals  Worn  by,  Jtijir  25,  7<>,  77. 

Kaslrrn  IhiKjul  andAssawEra,  Statements  , 
Published  in,  J  una  30,  5(>.">.  I 

Franeo- British  Kxliibitiou  —  Lulian  Sub-  I 
sidy  Exhibits,  June  30,  503,  5(34.  i 

•lasdaii  Succession,  Jvly  S,  1044. 
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June  2b— Jvly  8. 

Baohanan,  Bt.  Hon.  T.  E.— «<m<- 

Madras  Landed  Estates  Bill — Sanctic 
Indian  Grovemment,  July  2,  950. 

Mohmand  Rising 

Papers,  Issue  of,  June  30,  56S. 

Troops  Engaged,  June  29,  328. 

Opium  Trade — Restriction  of  Poppy  ( 
I  vation,  June  25,  78. 

i  Persia — Payment    of     Cost   of    Legi 

I  Guards,  Jidy  2,  050. 

I  Postal  Service,  July  7,  1457,  1458. 

j  Press  Act  VII.  of  1908 

I  Interpretation  of,  June  25,  78,  7! 

•  Report  of  Debates  on,  June  30,  5* 

I  Ramchandra    Naryen    Mendlik,    Cue 

June  29,  349,  350. 

I  Simla  Scheme,  June  29,  349. 

I  Sugar,  Cane — Production  Statistics. 

25,  76. 

I  Thakur  Bahadur  Singh  and  Thakur 

Singh,  Cases  of,  July  1,  751,  752. 

Tibet  Roads  from  India,  Grant  for 
proving,  July  2,  950. 

Bnokie    Burgh    and    Buckie    (CI 
Harbour  Order  Confirmation  1 

'  c.  2r.*  June  25,  48. 

I  Con.,*  June  29,  321. 

3r.*  July  1,  737. 


Buckley  Estate 

Cases  of  D.  Kelleher  and  Mrs. 
Q.     Mr.    Abraham  ;       A.  * 
July  2,  939. 


E.  O'Sh 
Mr.   Bi 


Budget 

[For  Details  of  Dthale,  see  TOles  o/  Su 

(IS  Old-age  PonsioxLB.] 
Proposals  as  to. 
Q.    Sir  F.  Banbury ;    ^.    Mr.  Asq 
July  1,  777. 

Building  Societies  Acts 

Report  Presented,  Ju/y  6,  1148,  1208. 

Burdett-Coutts,  Mr.  W.  L.  A.  B.  [V 

minster] 

South- Western  Suburban  Water  BiU, 
June  30,  722. 

Westminster  Church  Arniy  Mmnh  on 
April,  Drunkenness  Observed  dv 
July  2,  961,  962. 

Bums,  Bt   Hon.  J.—Presidem  of  the  i 
Govemntent  Board  [B«ttenea] 

Aldemey  Chefs  de  Famille.  PMitionl 
Jidy  8,  1643. 

Erith  Unemployed  Grant»  July  r,  14« 

Housing,  Town-Planning,  etc..  BQI, 

posals  as  to,  July  6,  1251. 

Local  Authorities'  Accounts.  Audit  (£ 
7,  1467. 
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Ivms,  Rt.  Hon.  J,—cont 

Motor    Speed-Limit   in    London,    July    7, 
1468. 

Notification  of  Births  Act 

Persons  Responsible  for  Notification, 
June  29,  332. 

Towns  Adopting,  July  7,  1447. 
Poor    Law    Union    Buildings,    Loans    for 
Extending,  July  1,  745. 

Reinforced  Concrete — Use  of  Coal  Residues, 
July  7,  741. 

Road  Maintenance  Necessitated  by  Heavy 
Motor  Traffi'.-,  July  7,  1467. 

Thames,    PIa<*es    Abutting   on — List    pro- 
posed, Juyie  29,  333. 

Unemployment,     Proposals     for     Dealing 
with,  July  6,  1251. 


SESSION  1908.  [Bur— Byl 

June  25 — July  8. 

Buxton,  Rt.  Hon.  S.  C.—cont, 


Mr.  Birrell,  June 


A.     Mr.    Cherry, 


iums  Hartopp  Estate 

Tenant'*,  Position  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Roland;    .1. 
25,  53. 

inry  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill 

I.  3r.*  June  2'),  2. 

insiness  of  the  House 

Course  of. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  James  Hope,  Mr.  Weir,  July  2, 
9S0;  Mr.  K.  Hardie,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  W.  Redmond, 
July  7,  1480. 

lustard  Estate 

Sale  Pro|>osals. 

Q.     Mr.    MacNeill 
July  1,  771. 

Utcher»  Mr.  8,  H.  [Cambridge  University] 
Education 

National  School  Teachers*  Salary 
Increase,  Conditions  of  Granting, 
July  2,  1028.  ^^ 

School  Amalgamation  Proposals,  July 
2,  1029,  1030. 

utter 

Nut  Butter,  Description  Authorised  for. 

Q.     Earl   of   Ronaldshay ;      A.     Sir    E. 
Strachey,  July  S,  IGoO. 

utter  and  Margarine  Act 

Operation  of,  in  Scotland. 

Q.     Mr.   Flvnn.     .1.     Sir  E.   Strachey, 
./"/•/  r.  1477. 

UXtOn,   Bt.  Hon.  S-  C— Post  ma  Her -General, 
[Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 

Aberdeen— Woods ide  Postal  Far-ilities,  July 
S,  l(i38. 

Alnwick  Post  Offiie  Drains,  July  i,  743. 

Banchory  Postal  Fa-ihties,  July  6,  121(5. 

Bolton  Telephonist,  Case  of,  June  25,  09. 

VOL.  CXCr.      [Fourth  Series.] 


Bristol  Telegraph  Office  Vacancies,  July  1, 
740. 

Classification  of  Certain  Offices,  July  2,  942. 

Crumlin  Post  Office  Charge  Clerk,  July  6, 
1209. 

Dundee  Postal  Staff — Cost  of  Living, 
July  2,  933. 

Engineer-in-Chiefs  Office — Hours  of 
Clerks,  July  3,  1083. 

Foynes — ^Telegraphic  Address  of  O'Connor, 
July  8,  1678. 

Hull  Post  Office— Split  Duties,  July  6, 
1216. 

Irish  Mail  Conveyance,  June  25,  112. 

Linesmen,  Promotion  of,  July  3,  1083. 

Mail  Conveyance,  Railway  Charge  for, 
July  2,  934. 

Medical  Attendance  of  Post  Office  Em- 
ployees, June  30,  573. 

Morocco  Postal  Facilities — Cash-on-Deliv- 
ery  System,  July  2,  967. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29, 
466,  467;  July  6,  1348;  July  7, 
1558,  1562,  1563,  1507,  1570. 

Postmasters,  Sub — Remuneration  of,  June 
30,  575. 

Railway  Facilities  for  Emplovees  on  Early 
Duty,  June  25,  94. 

Savings  Bank 

Assistant   Clerks,    Hours   of,   July  J, 
1083. 

Deiwsits  (1903-7),  July  7,  1460.      -    " 

Unclaimed  Balances,  Record  of,  June 
30,  574. 

Stores  Contracts  Placed  in  Ireland,  July  7, 
1444,  1445  ;   July  8,  1633. 

Substitutes  during  Camp  Training,  Pro- 
vision of,  June  25,  93. 

Superannuation  (Post  Ofli?eand  War  Office) 
Act. 
Retirement  Ag?,  July  6,   1210. 
Return  under  Clause  5,  July  6,  1210. 
Telegraph   Service 

Boy   Messengjrs,    Discharge  of,   JunA 

25,  113. 
Reply   Paid   Unused   Forma,   July '2 
942. 
Telephone  Mouthpieces,   Disease  Germs  in 
June  29,  363,  364  ;  June  30,  575,  576  ;' 
July  6,  1251. 


Territorial    Training    Leave    for 
July  6',    1217. 


Officials, 


Vaccination   Regulations,  July  3,   1084. 

Woolfardisworthy  Postal    Facilities,  Jul^ 
8,   1657. 

Byles,  Mr.  W.  P.  [Saliord,  N.] 

District    Railway    Company— Complaints 
against  Carriage  Doors,  June  25,  90. 

Education,  Primary,  Condition  of,  Julu  2 
1078,   1079.  '        y-^» 
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Byl-Oas] 


Byles,  Mr.  W.  T-conf. 

British    Guiani — Circular   as    to   Militia, 

July   1,    753. 
Limerick  Compi^titioiis.   lA'gality  of,  June 

25,  58. 
Loual  Aiithoritios  (Admission  of  the  Pre^*s) 

Bill,  Con.,  June  2G,  247,  2(i2,  2^7. 

Thames  CoiisL'rvani.'v.  Pow.^rs  and  Position 
of,  July  i,   701. 

Cabs 

Motor  and  Horse  ( Vibs  in  London. 

Q,     Mr.     J.     H.      Heatcm;        A.     Mr. 
Cihwlstone,   July  2,   934. 

Taximeter 

Seatinj^    Accommodation. 

Q.     Mr.    Cooper ;      A .     Mr.    Glad- 
stone. Juiy  S,  ir>33. 
iSpeed  of. 

O.   Mr.  Ljiidlaw;  .1.    Mr.  Gladstone. 
July  6*,  1244. 

Camborne  Water  Bill 

/.  Jiep*  July   r,    1417. 

Cambrian  Eailways  Bill 

r.  Btp*  June  26,  49. 
Con.*  Jumi  29.  321. 
3r.*  July  2,   031. 

Campbell,  Rt.   Hon.  J.  H.   M.    [Dublin 
University.] 

Clare,  State  of,  JvJly  S,  1071. 

Education 

National     School     Teachers'      Salary 

Invrcas-,  Conditions  of  Granting, 

Jvly  2.    1014-1018. 
Schools  — Amalgamation      Proi)OWils. 

Jidy  2.    1010. 

Summ-iry  .J urisdi.tion  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con., 
July  J,  1109,  1112,  1119,  1123. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Land    Values    (Scotland)   Bill,   Bcp.   July 
3,    902-907,   925. 

Canada 

^Sc's  uIho  Xames  of  States.] 

Boundary       Demarcation — Treaty       with 
United     >tates,     jiresented,  '  ,/«/y    i, 
731,  739, 
Militia,   Ross  Rifle  for. 

V.     Mr.  CourthojK?;    A.     Air.  Haldane, 
July  0,    1214. 

rariff    C'onventicm    with    France — Tabling 
of  Correspondence. 

Q.     Sir    F.    Siissoon ;      A,     Sir   E. 
(.Jrey,  J«;jt  30 y  5()S. 

Canary  Islands 

Trade    R '[M)rt    Presented,   Jum-   2o,    3. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill 

f.  3r.*  Jum.  25,  4,s. 

/.  Commons    Amcndts.,    Con.*    June   29, 
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June  25 — July  8. 

Carlile,  Mr.  £.  H.  [Herts.,  St.  Albans] 


29.3. 


IS 


Army 

Guns,     Converted    Fifteen  -  Pounder, 
Shells  for,   Jitnt  25,  65. 

Territorial  Force 

Classification  of  Mark.*iinen,  J««« 
Jo,  Co. 

()ffi?ers.  Experience  of.  Jm«  io, 
65. 

Companies     (Consolidation)     Bill.    Effect 
on  Existing  Law,  Jultf  i,  761 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Pre»i) 
BiU,  Con.,  June  26,  2^,  236,  261,  278. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill.  Con.,  June  30,  60. 
July  6',  1345,  1351 ;  July  7,  153L 

Tobacco  Cultivation,  Assistance  to.  Jvly  7, 
146.3,  1404. 

Tobacco  Growing    (Scotland)    Bill.  Con., 
June.  26,  229,  233. 

Woolwich  Arsenal — Boys  Emplo\-ed,  JuK 
25,  66. 

Carr-Oomm,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Southwark,  Rotbvr- 

hithe] 

Street   Traffic — Regulation   of   Routes  of 
Vehicles,  July  1,  756. 

Carringtoil,  'ESLtl—I'reJtidcnt  of  the  Board  qj 
AgriculUwe 
Ck)mmons  Bill,  2b.  July  2,  928,  929. 
Horses 

Army — Number  required,yN/y$,llSl. 
Breeding 

Government  Action,  Xece*»itvfor. 
July  6,  1184-.1197. 

Registration  of  Stock,  Sv^heme 
for,  July  6',  1184. 

Report  and  Recommendations  of 
Royal  Commission,  Jmly  6, 
1179-1181. 

Stallions,  Increasing  Number  of, 
proposed,  July  6,  117a 
Consiis  of  all  Available  Horse*  in  Great 

Britain    and    Ireland,   propoicd, 

July  a,  1176,  1182,  1183,  1188. 
Three-year-olds,  Purchaiieof,  propoied, 

J«/y6M  185,  1186. 

Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  H.  [DaUin  Univcr- 

sity] 

^  Old-age  Pensions  BiU,  Com.,  June  29, 4Sd- 
422  ;  Jitne  SO,  600,  627,  678 ;  J^y  U 
837,  860. 

Castlefrench  Estate. 

Cattle-drive  on  16th  inst. 
Q.  Capt.  Craig;     A,  Mr.  Birrell, 7>/y 2; 

977. 

Castlereagh,  Lord  [MaidstooB] 

Coal  Mine.4  (Eight  Honrs)  (No.  S)  BilLSi- 
July  6,  1286. 
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[Oas— Cha 


Cagaeventry 

Case  of  Representatives  of  P.  Donovan. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Barrv  ;     A.  Mr.  Birrell,  June 
29,  370. 


Cattle 

Import  Statistics 
Q.  Mr.    Cooper  ; 
June  25,  60. 

Shortage  in  Supply. 
Q.  Mr.  Bowerman; 
June  25,  50. 


.4.  Sir    E.    Stra-hev, 


.4.  Sir  E.  Straehey, 


Cave,  Mr.  G.  [Surrey,  Kingston] 

Lorjil  AuthoritioH  (Admission  of  the  Press) 

BillTcni,   JTMr    2^,  241.  243. 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  451. 

482;  June  30,  040;  Con,,  July  7,  1534. 

Cawley*  Sir  F.  [Lancashire,  Prestwich] 

Road  Maintenance  Necessitated  by  Heavy 
Motor  Traffic,  July  7,   1460. 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  [Marylehone,  E.] 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill.  Con. 
Julys,  1131. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill.  Con.,  June  26,  238,  252,  269,  270. 
275.  270. 

Meat  Supply — Inquiry  proposed,  Jun4i  30, 
5S3;July8,  1080. 

Naval  Casualties  Return,  Continuance  of, 
June  25,  70. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  382, 
448-450,  409  ;  June  30,  013,  015,  020, 
027,  028,  050;  July  1,  818,  820,  827, 
834,  838,  843,  84()-850,  809 ;  July  6, 
i:>rt2-13,>*.  lyi'ii-K^nT  ;  July  7,  1513- 
1515,  1520,  1540,  1551,  1554,  1503- 
1507.  1571,  1574  ;  Recom.,  July  6,  1380 
1405. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con.^ 
July  3,  112L 

Transvaal — Chinese  Labour  Employment 
Statistics,  June  29,  352. 

Census  of  Production  Act 

Rules  Presented,  July  1,  739  ;  July  2,  902. 

Ceylon 

Public    Works — Employment  of  Natives. 
Qs.  Mr.    Ashley ;       As.  Colonel    Seely, 
June  25,  81. 

Chairman      and      Deputy  -  Chairman— 
Bulings 

Civil  Service   Estimates 

Eduoatimi         WitUdrzxwa!     of     Irish 

Siipplemontacy    Vote,     proi)osed, 

July  2,  urn. 
iLittcr    Bele VJint    to    Certain    Votes, 

June  25.  118,  119,  120,  121,  122, 

123,    127,    128,    158,    180,    182. 

Fisheries,  Scotland — Opportunity  for  Dis- 
cussion, June  25,  122,  120. 
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Chairman     and      Deputy  -  Chairman- 
Rulings— «<>^-^. 

Navy  Estimates — Irrelevant  Matter,  July 
^8,  1695. 

OkU:tge  Pcniiion*!  Bill 

Amendment  to  an  Amendmant,  Dis- 
cussion of  together,  642,  643,  650. 

AiiictidrnetitH  out  of  Order,  July  1, 
780,  781. 

Clauses  8  and  9,  Voting  Separately  on, 
July  i,  874. 

Cost  of  Various  Amendments,  June 
30,  616,  649,  650. 

Decision  of  the  House  could  not  be 
Questioned,  June  30,  617. 

Division — Doors  in  *'  No  **  Ijobby 
Locked  while  Members  wore  atill 
entering  *'  Aye  "  Lobbv — Validity 
of  Division,  Jun^  30  '  698,  699. 

Gotamment  Amendmenta  of  which 
Notice  had  not  been  given.  Pro- 
priety of  Closuring,  June  30,  697, 
698. 

Irrelevant  Matter,  June  29,  430;  July 
6,  1403. 

Remarks  must  be  Confined  to  the 
Amendment  before  the  Com* 
mittee,  June  29,  457,  464,  676, 
686. 

Report   Stage,   Amendments   Permis- 
sible on,  June  29,  468. 

Separation  of  Certain  Words  in  putting 
an  Amendment,  Possibility  of, 
June  29,   482. 

AVhole  of  a  Subsection  could  not  be 
Discussed  on  an  Amendment, 
June   29,   421,    422. 

Teller  reteivjiig  Bows  of  Members  without 
removing  hia  own  Hat,  July  1,  893. 

Chamberlain,  Et*  Hon.  J.    A.  [Worcester- 
shire, E.J 

Bank — Unclaimed  Balances,  Practice  in 
Classing  Accounts  as  Unclaimed,  June 
29,  358. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29, 
390-393,  :VJ[i,  Uu  47^ f.  472,  476, 
482  ;  June  30,  692,  694,  597,  698, 
602.  611,  616,  620-622,  646-648, 
650,  655,  663,  671-673,  676-678, 
679 ;  July  1,  806,  820,  821,  836, 
850^52,  H06,  868  ;  July  6,  1367; 
July  7,  1497,  1517-1519,  1529, 
1651,  1658,  1662,  1669,  1576; 
Recom.,  July  6,  1383-1386,  1395. 

Clauses  8  and  9,  Voting  Separately  on, 
July  1,  874. 

Division — Doors  in  **  No  "  Lobby 
Lri>i'kecL  while  Members  were  still 
entering  *'Aye*'  Lobby,  Validity 
of  Division,  Jnm  Jc;/ 698. 

Government  Amendmeiitc  of  which 
Notice  had  n<it  b<^en  gi\-en.  Pro- 
priety of  Closuring,  June  30,  697, 
698. 
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Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 

^       m.  Hon.   Visr.ourU  Fourier, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Bt.  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-Oeorge, 

Chancery  Court 

Irelanrl.   Valuables   Lodged   in. 

Qm,  Mr.  J.  MacVeagh ;    As.  Mr.  Cherry, 
July  7,  1474. 

Channel  Islands 

Shipping  Laws 

Q.  Sir  AV.  J.  Collins  ;  A.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Jun4i  29,  360. 

Channing,  Sir  F.  A.  [NorthantH,  E.] 

Old-age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    Jane    29, 

.395,  418-420. 
Poor  Law  Royal  Commission  Re^wrt,  Date 

of  Presenting.  July  6,   1260. 
Unemployment,  Proposals  for  dealing  with, 

July  6,   1250. 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  [Surrey,  WimbletlonJ 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  Jun^  30,  617, 
037-()60,  (543  ;    Rccom.,  July  6,   1397- 
1399. 

Charities 

[See  Names  of  Counties,  etc.] 
Weir  Charity,  Administration  of. 

Qs.     Sir    "  H.      Kimber ;  As.     Mr. 

Trevelyan,  June  30,  583. 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  'Bi— Attorney-General 
for  Irdand  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 
Ballinclare  —  Case  of  A.  Carton,  JiUy  2, 

943. 
I^iHvvackey  Farm  —  Case  of  P.  Hayes- 

^July  1,  771. 
Iiustard   Estate,   Sale   Projwsals,  July   1, 

112. 
Cittle-driving 

Cases  in  1908,  July  S,  1069,  1670. 

Effei't    of    System    of    Dealing     with 
Offendere,  July  1,  773,  774. 

Chan  erv    Court,   Valuables  Lodged   with, 
July  7,  1474. 

Clare,  State  of,  July  S.  1671,  1672. 

I'ongested    Districts   Board,    Kxjenditure 
on  Wages,  JM/y<>,  1213. 

Croughtecri    —    Murphy    Case,    July    8, 
1675,  1676. 

Development  Grant  —  Revised  Estimate. 
July  .S.  1667. 

Dundrum     K>t.ite     Cattle-drive,      Persons 
Parti.'ipating  in.  July  1,  775. 

Education 

Fuel,  cti-.,  for  Srhools  in   1907-1908, 
July  ,s,  hi6*<. 

(Jrant.  Addition.il.  Allo.Mti»n  of,  Ju'u 

<;.  1214. 
no 


Cherry,  Et.  Hon.  B.  E.— <»«/. 

Fermoy  Courthouse,  Use  of,  Juljf  8,  Wi 

1673. 
Galway  Poor  Rate   Collector's  Poandag 

Fee8,Jtdtf8, 1069. 

Kerry — Evicted  Tenants  Reinstated,  Jul 

6,  1214. 

Kiltoghert  Cattle-drive  —  Threat  o 
Looting  Cattle,  etc.,  July  1,  772,  773 

Kilmurray  Meeting,  Police  Presence  a1 
July  6,  1213. 

Land  Purchase  Annuities,  Arrears  o; 
July  8,  1638,  1660. 

Law  Court  Funds,   Investment  of,  Jn\ 

7,  1473. 

Leitrim,  State  of,  July  S,  1674. 

Longford,  State  of,  July  8,  1674,  1675. 

Moate  Cattle-drive,  Cruelties  perpetntej 
during,  July  1,  774. 

Polling  Districts  and  Registration  < 
Voters  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con..  June  ii 
291. 

Robe  River  Drainage,  July  6,  1213. 

Tredennick  Estate  Evicted  Tenant<«,  JmI 
6,  1212. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

Bt.  Hon,  A,  Birrell. 

Children  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Standing  Committee  B 
July  2,  987. 

China 

Trade  Reports  presented,  June  2S,  3 
June  29,  295. 

Churchill,  Et-  Hon.  W.  L.  B.—President  e 

Board  of  Trade  [Dundee] 

Bankruptcy  —  Case  of  G.  H.  Tavlor,  Jul 
1,  762. 

Belgium 

Antwerp    —   Shipping    Fee    Svsten 
June  29,  324. 

Cost  of  Living  in,  Juiy  6, 1249. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bil 
2r.,  July  6,  1325-1334. 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill,  Effect  o 
Existing  Law,  Jul$f  U  7^ 

Daylight  Saving  Bill,  Report  tm,  July  i 
1248. 

Germany 

Report  on  Co^t  of  Living  in 

CDst  of,  July  6,  124a 

Price  of  Bread,  Jml^  i,  754,  7«5 
July  5,  1247,  1S4A,  123a 
Savings  Bank  Deposits,  /«ly  6^  12tf 

Irish  Trade  Commissioner  for  Ceitai 
Colonies,  July  7,  1470. 

Irish  Trade  Stotistics,  Julp  6,  1S1& 

Malt  Importation  (1903-7)1  ^^9  S,  lOM 
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Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  %,—conL 

Merchant  Seamen,  Discharjjed — Accom- 
modation on  Passage  Home,  June  25, 
63. 

Patents  and  Designs  Act,  1907,  Section  27, 
Representations  in  Respect  of,  July  2, 
965  ;    July  1,  763,  764. 

Provincial  Homes  Investment  Company, 
Limited,  Operations  of,  July  7,  746. 

Railways 

Bicycles,     Conveyan?e     of,     July     6, 
1248. 

Conference,    Position  as  to,  Jun^  29^ 
362. 

"  Stowford,"  S.S.,  Crew  of,  July  7,  1443. 

Strangford  Bar,  Whistling  Buoy  for, 
July  2,  984. 

Tea  Imports  in  19()7-8,  July  7,  1446. 

Thames  Conservancv,  Powers  and  Position 
of,  July  U  758*,  759,  760,  761,  762; 
July  7,  Um. 

Trade  Mark  as  Evidence  of  Origin,  Accept- 
ance of,  June  30,  571. 

Tramways 

Prevention    of,    July    6, 


Accidents, 
1218. 

SpDedometers,  Use  of,  July  7,  765. 


Cider 


Proof  Spirit  in. 

Q.     Mr.  Liipton  ;  A. 
June  25,  04. 


Mr.  Lloyd-George, 


Cirencester 

Royal  Agricultural  Students,  Medals  worn 

by. 

Qm.  Mr.  Rees,  Major  Anstruther- 
(Jray ;  As.  >li'.  Buchanan, 
June  25 y  76. 

Civil  List  Pensions 

List  Presented,  Jiinv  25,  3,  51. 

Persons  in  Receipt  of,  Return  as  to — 
Order  (18th  June)  Discharged  and 
Order  substituted,  July  2,  933. 


(Xew    Class),    Employ- 
Mr.  Hobhouse, 

Mr.  Hob- 


Civil  Service 

Assistant    Clerks 
ment  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Field  ;    A 
June  29,  332. 

Boy  Clerks. 

Q.     Mr.  P.  W.  Wilson;     A. 
house,  July  6,  1255. 

Superannuation,  see  that  title. 

Territorial  Force  Training  Facilities. 

Q.  Colonel  Lock  wood  ;  .1.  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  June  29 y  329. 

Q.  Mr.  Gibbs;  .4.  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
July  2,  974. 

Qs,  Mr.  (iibbs.  Mr.  A.  Lee;  As.  Mr. 
Hobhouse,  July  6,  1235. 
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Civil  Service  Estimates 

Iri<h    Education— £670,818,    Com,*    July 
2,  1080. 

(Supplementary)  —  £1 14,000,      Com,<, 
July  2,  988. 

Scotland 

Fishery  Board— £14,998,   Com.*  July 

8,  1744. 
Secretary  of  State  for.   Salaries  and 

Expenses— £11,60<\    Com.,    June 

25,  116. 

Clare 

State  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  Campbell, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  C.  Craig, 
As.     Mr.  Cherry,  July  8,  1670. 

Claremonnt  Estate 

Disposal  of. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  O'Kelly;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
July  6,  1222. 

Cleland,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton.] 
Glasgow     Unemployed — Opportunity    for 

Discussion,  July  8,  1783. 
Police,     Metropolitan    —    Good -conduct 

Stripes,  June  29,  360. 

Speeches,  Duration  of,  June  29,  379. 

Clonbrook,  Lord 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  June 
25,  13  ;  Com.  July  8,  1603,  1609. 


Clonourry  Estate 

Situation  on. 

Q.     Mr.     Lundon ; 
Jidy  2,  978. 


A.     Mr.     Birrell, 


Clough,  Mr.  W.— [Yorkshire  W.R.,  Skipton] 

Small  Holdings  Act,  1906 

Application  of,  July  7,  1471. 

Fruit  Trees,  Supply  of,  July  7,  1471. 

Market  Gardeners'  Compensation  Act, 
Application  of,  Jtily  [ 


1471. 


Clouncon 

('ase  of  J.  Kennv. 

Q.     Mr.       CVShaughnessy ; 
Birrell,  July  8,  1649. 


Mr. 


Clynes,  Mr  J.  R— [Manchester,  N.E.] 

Half -Timers    —    Proposals    for    Inquiry, 
July  7,  1470. 

Income-Tax  Assessment  of  Betting  Profits, 
J%ily  7,  1464. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

Ballot,  Date  of  Taking,  by  Miners'  Federa- 
tion, t^ 
Q.     Mr.    Bowles;      A.    Mr.   Glad- 
stone,  July  2,  964. 

Date  of  Taking. 
Q.     Sir  J.  Jacoby;     A.    Mr.  Asquith 
June  29,  380. 


Ooa— Ooo]  INDEX. 

June  25  -  July  8. 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  No.  2  Bill 

c.  2r.  July  6',  12(il. 
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Coastguard 

Fife  Service,  Decision  as  to. 

Q.     Mijor  Anstruther  -  Oray  ;    A.     Mr. 
McKenna,  July  8,  KWK). 

Marnuuvres 

Men  required  for. 
Q,     Mr.   (Iretton;      A,     Mr.   Lam- 
bcjrt,  July  U   748. 

Summer  Manu'uvres,  Employment  in. 
Q.     Mr.  Fell;     .-1.     Mr.  MoKenna, 
June  29,  342. 

Cochrane,  Mr.  T.  H— [Ayrshire,  N.] 

Navy  —  (.'asualties  Return,  ( 'ontinuamu* 
of,  June  25,  To. 

Tobacco  (Jrowing  (Scotland)  Bill,  Con., 
Jam  20,  223-225. 

Vater.say  and  Barra 

(,'ondition  of  Affairs  in  —  Dispute 
lx?tween  I^wly  (,'athcart  and 
Cottars,  etc.,  June  25,  162,  194- 
202. 

Trosi»a8»  Act  of  1865,  Application  of, 
Jum:  25,  1J)4. 

Western  Highlands  of  Scotland,  Im- 
prisonment in  Technical  Education, 
j)roposed,  Ju)ie  25,  195,  196. 

Collieries 

Explosirms  —  Reports  Presented,  July  H, 
1594,  1631. 

Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  J.— [l^i"n»"ghani,  Ronles- 
ley] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29, 
428-430;  June  SO,  645.  69<) ;  July 
1,  839. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act 

C'o-oj)erative  Societies*  Profits,  July 
2,  972. 

Demand  for  Small  Holdings,  Method 
of  Ascertaining,  July  2,  970. 

Expenses,  Payment  of,  June  SO,  578 ; 
July  2,  970.971. 

Collins,  Sir  W.  J.— [St.  Pani-ras,  W.] 

Chunn?!  Islands,  Shipi)ing  F-aws,  June  29, 
360. 

Lon<li)n  I'niversitv,  Position  of,  June  29, 
3(i5. 


Reformatory     School     Records, 
1(>37. 


July     .V, 


Colonial  Office 

St-crttitn/ 
('rew( 

Undtr-Strn tary — ( 'olonel   Seely. 
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Colonies  and  Protectorates 

[For  Particular  Colonies^  etc.,  sea  tk 
N^ames,] 

Annual   Report   Presented,   July  1,  7. 

738 ;  July  7,  1418,  1442. 
Loans,  Return  as  to. 

Q.  Vis<-ount   Helmsley;     A.   Mr.  H. 
house,  July  2,  935. 

Commercial  Union  Assur  ance  Compt 
BiU 

r.  2n*  June  29,321, 
nvp.*  July  7,  1439. 

Commons 

Towj-n  Trewan,  Anglesey — Report  h^ 
Select  Committee  Presentetl,  Jvln 
1481. 

Commons  Bill 

/.  2r.,  Jii/y2,  928. 

Companies  Bill 

f.  \vi.*June25,  116. 

Companies  (Consolidation)  Bill 

Effect  on  Existing  Law. 
Q.  Mr.  Carlile ;    J.  Mr.  CTiurehill,  J. 
1,  762. 

.loint  Committee,  June  25,  214 ;  June  i 
294 :  Ji'ly  L  731,  738 ;  July  2,  W: 
July  6,  1148. 

Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland) 

Wages,  ExiKnditure  on 
Q,  Mr.  O'Kelly;    A.  Mr.  Cherry.  Jt 
6.  1213. 

Works.  Cause  for  Stoppage  of. 
Q,  Mr.  Dillon ;    A.  Mr.  BirreU,  Jniy 

984. 
Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Capt.  Craig;    As,   3 

Birrell,  July  7, 1474. 

Congo  Free  State 

Native  Trading  Rights. 
Q,  Sir  C.  Dilke ;    A.  Sir  E.  Grey.  /« 
25,  82. 

Protestant  Mission  Sites. 
Q.  Mr.   J.   R.    Macdonald ;    .4.  Sir 
Grey,  July  2,  055. 


Constabulary,  Royal  Irish  ['^ee  aiso  Na 

of  PtefM.] 


Coonana 


Pier,  Lighting  of. 
Q,  Mr.   Roland; 
23,  55. 


A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Ju 


SicrUnrif    of    Stnh—^X.    Hon.    Earl    of 
Crowe. 


Cooper,  Kr.  0.  [Southwark,  Bermondaey] 
Cab,  Taximeter — Seating  Accommodatio 
July  8,  1033. 

Cattle,  Import  Stotistics,  /«iu  25, 00. 

Framro-British  ExhiMtion— <;!abFkrai,7i 
8,  10.33. 
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Hon.     Lord    Balfour 

Coroner,    Allega- 
Sir  \V.  Rob- 


Cooper,  Mr.  Q.—cont. 

Meat 

Beef,  Cause  for  Shortage  in,  June  25, 
l>0. 

Railway  (^harges  for  Conveyance  of, 
Jane  25,  93. 

Police  Admission  to  Brighton  Convalescent 
Home,  July  5,  1032. 

Cork 

Corporation  Surcharges 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Mooney ;    As. 
Mr.  Birrell,  J  urn  30,  587. 

Cornwall,  Duchy  of 

Lord    Ward<m~Rt. 
of  Burleigh. 

Coroners 

South-Western    District 
tions  against. 

Q.  Major  Renton  ;    A. 
son,  July  6,  1257. 

Coroners'  Inquests  Bill 

c.  Con*  July  J,  1U4. 

Coroners'  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Report   from    Standing    Committee   A, 

July  6,  1200. 
Con.  and  3b.*  July  7,  1592. 
l.  lR.*July  8,  1595. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

India — (*ase  of  Ramchandra  Naryen  Men- 
dVik,  June  29,  3')^. 

Courthope,  Mr.  G.  L.  [Sussex,  Rye] 

Agricultural  Holding  Act  Consolidation 
Bill,  Date  of  Introducing,  June  26,  221. 

Canadian  Militia,  Rosi  Rifle  for,  July  6, 
1214. 

Small  Holdings  Acts  Consolidation  Bill, 
Date  of  Introducing,  June  26,  221. 

Courtney,  Lord 

India 

Administrative    Policy,    June    3,    548. 
Bengal,  Partition  of.  Unrest  due  to, 
Alleged,  June  30,  549. 

Education  System,  Evils  of,  June  30, 
.->48,  549. 

Cowan,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Surrey,  Guildford] 

Telegraph,  Reply-paid  Unused  Forms,  July 
2,  942. 

Cox,  Mr.  H.  [Preston] 

Education  Grant,  Additional,  Distribution 
oUJune29,ZlS. 

National  Military  Training  (No.  2)  Bill, 
Intro.,  July  7,  1484-1486. 

Northuml)erland  School  Site — Westerhope 
and  North  Warbottle,  July  2,  967. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  30, 
622  ;  July  1,  825,  827  ;  July  7,  1507- 
1510, 
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Rhodesia,  Asiatic  Registration  Act,  June 
29,  353. 

Transvaal  Grold  Law — Reply  received, 
JiUy  6,  1236. 

Unemployed,  Grant  for,  June  29,  359. 

Craig,  Capt  J.  [Down,  E.] 

Autumn  Session,  Proposals  as  to,  July  2, 
984  ;    July  7,  1479. 

Ballymahon  Unlawful  Assembly  Case- 
Signing  of  Summonses,  June  25,  99. 

Belfast — Hibernian  Excursion,  Stone 
thrown  at,  June  25,  108.  

Castlefrench  Estate  Cattle-drive  on  16th 
inst.,  July  2,  977. 

Cattle-drives,  Attitude  of  the  Government, 
June  25,  101. 

Condition  of  Ireland-Government  Attitude, 
June  30,  584,  585,  586. 

Congested  Districts  Board  Works,  Stoppage 
of,  July  7,  1476. 

Dundrum  Estate,  Situation  on,  June  25, 
100. 

Education  Grant,  Additional,  Distribution 
of,  July  2,  975. 

Galway,  Condition  of,  June  25,  100. 

Irish  Rifles,  Royal — Strength,  Number 
Joining  Special  Reserve,  etc.,  July  2, 
947. 

Irish  Universities  Bill 

Proposals  as  to,  June  30,  5SS,  588. 

Vatican  Opinion  of,  June  30,  568. 

Leitrim — (Jase  of  P.  Lyons,  June  25,  98, 
99. 

Militia,  Disbanded  Units — Disposal  of 
Officers,  June  26,  221. 

Monaghan  Estate,  Disposal  of  Untenanted 

Land,  June  25,  102. 
Motor   Speed   Limit  in   London,   July   7, 

1468. 

Nolan  Estate  Cattle-drives,  June  25,  98. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  30, 
625,  664-666,  675,  685,  686. 

Outrages  Reported  in  May,  June  25,  99, 

100. 
Poor  Law,  Irish  Reform  Proposals,  July  2, 

982. 

Proclamation  of  Lrish  Counties,  Effect 
of,  June  25,  101. 

Queen's  Colleges — StcUus  of  Professors, 
July  2,  983. 

Rockfield — Case    of   .1.    Burke,    June   25, 

103. 
Russia — Case  of  Mr.   Luxenburg,  July  ;?, 

953. 

Strangford  Bar,  Whistling  Buoy  for  July 
2,  984. 


Ora-Ousl  INDEX.  D'oL  191. 

June  2b'-July  8. 
Craig,  Mr.  C.  C.  [Antrim,  S.J  ,  Crooks.  Mr.  W.  [WoohWch] 

Cattle-driviiiK  Cases  iu  19()8,  July  .S,  l(i7(>.  ,  Old-age   Pensions  Bill,  Cow..  Jvftf  i,  S65, 

r     r;     u    i.-o  1  «^  ?    Jm/^  7,  1550-155S. 

Clare,  State  of,  July  S,  USr2.  ' 

Edinration    (Irant.    AdditionU,    Allo<^ation    (Jrouehteeri 

of.  Jul,  3,  urn.  cL  of  J.  Murphy. 

Loii'iford.  Stat r' of,  ./«/// <V.  1074,  Hwo.  q^     Mr.      O'Shaughnessv ;  A.    Mr. 

Birrell,  Ji«i€  ^9,  341. 

Craik.  Sir  H.  r<^'J'^«^<>v^' '^"^l  Ab'rdeen  Iniver-  j,     v, 

u\t\\i  Q^'     Mr.    O  Shaughnessy ;         J«.    Mr. 

^^  ,  ,^  .     .      i  Cherry, Jii/y«,  1675. 

Vatcrsaynnd  Barra.Ccmdition  of  Attairs  in,  , 

June2o.m-}7\.  I  CrovdoH  and  Southern  District  Tnoi- 

Western  Highlands  of  Seotland,  rmi)rove-  ^  wavs  Bill 

nient    in    Technical    Eiluention,    pro-  i  ^  ,     ,       -, 

,>osed,  June  26.  174,  175.  '•  B^IJ^^^^t  to  be  proceeded  with.  Jm«  3j). 

Crete  I 

Trade  Rei)orts  Presented,  July  1,  TM).     "-■.,  [ 


Crtunlin 

Post  Office  ChargeiClerk. 
Crewe,  Earl    of --^vcrctary  of    Slatr    for   the  Q-     >Ir.  Moore  ;    .4.  J^Mr.  Buxton,  Jirff 

CohnU:^.  f''  1209. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)   Bill,  2r.,  Juve  '  p,^  .^i  -d^i-,^^  ri/*«.««i««  T«ll 

25.  4,  i()-i8;".  ./w.y  s,  1590- uu)i,   Crystal  Palace  Company  BiU 

1()(K">,  KiW),  KUO.  1  /.  Report    from    Select    Committee,  Jn/jf 

Q  901 

Land   Purchase,   Ireland.   Evidence  taken  ,  "f       ' 

before  I)ei)iit mental  Committee,  July    ^   ,,.  _,      _    ^_.  «  _ 

;;,  ,,30.  I  Cullman,  Mr.  J.  [Tipperary,  S.] 

Land  \'alues   (Scotlaml)    Bill,   Jivp..  July  '  ^''^l^^y    P^P^,   Rate  CbllectoraVPow"**? 

3.  920-023.  ^®®»'  "^"'y  *'  1^^- 

Mercbunt      Shipping  -   Board    of   Trade    q^^^j^    j^^.^  p.  [Diirliam.  Jarrow] 
IiKluirv    ni   Cases   of    Missmg    Ships,    ^******"'  «*x    a     l  i  j 

proposed,  Jm/?/ 6.  1100-1102  Local  Authorities  (Administration  of  tw 

V'  «...       DUO       ri    /.    11..0  Press)  Bill,  Con.,  Jtme  25,  240. 

Curses  Registration  Bill. 2r.,. ////// 6,  1198- 

1201.  '  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  6,  1350 

1351 

Proclaimed    Counties,    Extra    Exi>enditure 

involved     bv     Disturbances,   JuJi/    7, 
^438. 

Taxation,  l^cal.  Licreased  Burdens  thro>\'n 


Curzon  of  Eedleston,  Lord 

Afghanistan 

on  Rates.  eU.,  June  25,  44-^7. "  '  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  —  Attitoda 

of    Ameer,    June   30,   503,  50ft, 
Criminal  Appeal  (Amendment)  Bill  5^- 

/.  2r.  ,  June  25,  1 8.  British  Policy  in,  June  30,  502-^504. 

Corn,  and  Rep*  June  29,  320.  Pa  i)ers  relating  to— Tabling,  propofed, 

"'    ""'  June  30,  504,  566,  650. 


3r.*  JM«f  ^(/,  490. 


Criminal  Procedure                                   |  l^^** 

Borstal  Svstem  —  Extension  to  Females.  Bengal,     Unrest     due    to    Fkrtition, 

Q.     Mr.'    Alden  :       .4.     Mr.    Cladstone,  alleged,  June  30,  610-513,  o«i 

July  2.  903.  555. 

Re-Trial.  Dclavs  in  Cases  of.                        '  Condition  of— Causes  of  Unrest,  etc„ 

Os.     Lord    Balfour    of    Burleigh.    June  '  -^w'^c  30,  498-500,  605-^20. 


29,    31.1;       Lord    I^)reburn,    310- 
318  ;   Lord  Alverstone.  318-320. 
Simpson,  Robert,  Sentence  on. 
a*.     Mr.  M(»rt(m.  June  25.   182. 

Cromer,  Earl 

India 

Administrative  Policy,  June  30,  535 


Educational  System,   Evils  of,  Joe 

30,5m, 
Frontier  Disturbances,  Causes  of,rte., 

June  30,  500^502. 
Fuller,  Sir  Bampfylde — Circnmstanoei 

of  Resignation,  June  30,  514,  fil& 

Press  Act,  Terms  of,  June  30,  517,  Sit 

.. ,        ■      c,  1^  ..      ,    r  I  Seditious    Writings    and    Meetinn 

LchK-.ition  System,  Lvils  of.  June  30,  Effect  of,  JuiTe  30,  605,  609,  611 

Fuller  Sir  Bami.fylde— Circumstances  ■  CuStOmi  and  EZ0iS8 

of  RcMgnation.  June  30,  033.        ,  ^^^  Scheme  foTExcise,  Effect  of. 

Seditious     Writings     and     Meetings,  Qs.     Mr.  Sears ;  .^ ».     BIr.  Lknd-OeOM 

Effect  of,  June  30,  r)30~r)38.  I  June  2lf,  03,  j^ 
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D'Angely  Case 

Charges  Against  Police,  Ai)ology  for. 
Qs.     Mr.  A.  Dewar,  Mr.  MacNeill ;    As 
Mr.  Gladstone,  July  (5,  1245. 

Press    Attacks    on    Police,    Payment    of, 
Cost  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Kendall;     As.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  Sj  1656. 

'•Daily  Mail" 

Ri'ply-P.lid  Telegrams  Sent  to  Members. 
O.     Mr.  J.  MacVeagh,  July  8i  1657. 

Dairies 

Ireland — Protests   Against    Order. 

Qs.     Mr.  Barrie,  Mr.  H.  Law;  As.     Mr. 
Birrell,  July  S,  1088. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con..  June  26,  245,  257. 

Davies,  Mr.  E.  W.   [Carnarvonshire,   Eition] 
Old-age    Pensions     Bill,    Com.,    June    SO, 
598,  599;    Con  ,  July  7,  1495,  1498. 

Davies,  Mr.  T.  [Falham] 

Patents  Act,  1907— Section  27,  working  of, 
Jidy  1,  763. 

Daylight  Saving  Bill. 

c,  Rip.*Jun2  30,  590. 
Com.*  July  3,  1144. 

Facilities  for. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  D.  White 
July  8.  1082. 

Report  on. 

Q.     Sir  E.  Sassoon  ; 
July  6,  1248. 


SESSION  1908.  LD'An— Die 

June  25 — July  8. 

Devlin,  Mr.  J.  [Belfast,  W.] 


A.     Mr.  Asquith, 


A.     Mr.  Churchill, 


Delmege  Estate 

Sale  Pro|>osals. 
Q   .Mr.  O'Shaughn'^ssy  ; 
June  25,  110. 


.4.   Mr.  Birrell, 


Denman,  Lord 

Land  Purchas?,  Ireland 

Evidence  Taken  before  Departmental 
Committee — Tabling,  proixjsed, 
July  2,  929. 

Fund,    Claims    uix)n    and    Payments 
out  of  to  31st  May,  1908,  June  26, 
23. 
Galway  Extra  Police,    Charge  for,  July  7, 

1429.  1431. 
Proclaimed  Counties 

Constabulary  Force  in — Return  as  to 
Cost,  Strength,  etc.,  pro^wsed, 
July  7,  1432. 

Extra  Expenditure  Involved  by  Dis- 
turbances, Method  of  Allocating, 
July  r,  1429-1431. 

Destructive  Insects  and  Pests  Acts 

Order   (1908).    Presented,   June   29,    323; 
June  30,  494. 
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Australian  Harvester  Excise  Act,  July  6f 
1215. 

Belfast 

Hibernian   Excursion,   Stone  Throwa 
at,  June  25,  108. 

Licensed  Houses  under  Police  Obser- 
vation, July  2,  938. 

Prison    Officers,    Hours   of   Duty   of 
June  29,  337. 

Tramway  Accounts,  June  25,  68. 
Workhouses 

Admissions,  July  2,  d39. 
Report  on,  July  2,  980. 
Bureau  of  Commerce  for  Ireland,  proposed,. 

July  8,  1647. 
(Consumption  in  Ireland,  July  8,  1648. 
Education 

Grant,    Additional,     Distribution    of 

July  2,  976. 
Intermediate  Grant,  July  6,  1222. 

National  School  Teachers'  Civil  Rights, 
July  8,  1648. 

Goraghwood  Excursion  Train — Cause  for 
Stoppage  in  Tunnel,  June  25,  107. 

Greencastle — Police  Vi-dts  to  Public- 
houses,  June  29,  336. 

Irish  Trade  Statistics,  July  6,  1218. 

Maghera  Constabulary  Transfers,  July  2,. 
937. 

Parliamentary  Reform — Legislative  Pro- 
posals, July  2,  985. 

Paupers,  Irish — Deportation  System,  July 
2,  980,  981. 

Telegraph  Boy  Messengers,  Discharge  of, 
June  25,  113. 

Dewar,  Mr.  A.  [Edinburgh,  S.] 

D'Angely  Case,  July  6,  1245-1247. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in,   Jujie  25,   138-148,   151,  201. 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  [Inverness] 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs  in, 
June  25,  152,  171-174. 

Dickinson,  Mr.  W.  H.  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  470, 

472 ;  July  1,  857-859. 
Polling       Arrangements       (Parliamentary 

Boroughs)  Bill,  Con.,  July  3,  1091-1094. 

Dickson  Estate 

Mulcair  Lands,  Disposal  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Lundon  ;    A.  Mr.  Birrell,  July  2, 
977. 

DickSOn-Foynder,    Sir  J.   [Wiltshire,  Chip- 
penham] 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  1,  803- 
806. 


DU-Edu] 


Silke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.  [Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean] 

Africa,  South — Cost  of  Middelburg  Farm, 
etc.,  June  29,  344. 

Congo  Free  State— Native  Trading  Rights, 

June  25,  82. 
Hague  Conference   Final  Act,  Signing  of, 

June  30,  500. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  430, 
464  ;  July  1,  809-811  ;  July  6,  1381. 

Thames  Conservancy,  Powers  and  Position 
of,  July  1,  701. 

Transvaal  Native  Land  and  Tax  Bills, 
July  6,  1237. 

Tunstall  —  Woodland  Pottery  Lead- 
poisoning  Cases,  July  2,  903. 

DiUon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Congested  Districts  Board  Works,  Cause 
for  Sto])page  of,  July  2,  984 ;  July  7, 
1474,  1476. 

Development    Grant — Revised    Estimate, 

July  S,  1007. 
National     School     Teachers'     Salary     Li- 

<'rease.  Conditions  of  Granting,  July  2, 

1051-1059. 
Persia 

Condition  of,  June  30,  509. 

Papers,  Tabling  of,  July  7,  1400. 

Teheran — Troops  at  British  Legation, 
July  2, 957  ;  July  7, 1400. 

Russia — Matters  discussed  during  King's 
Visit,  July  2,  958. 

Dividing  Societies 

Valuation  System. 

Qji.  Viscount  Morpeth ;     Aft.  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  July  7,  1472. 

Dockyards,  Naval 

See  under  Navy. 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  2, 
901. 
3r.*  July  8,  1593. 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  E.] 

Fermoy  Courthouse,  Use  of,  July  8,  1073. 

Donoughmore,  Earl  of 

Army  Horses 

Number  R<i(iuired,  July  6,  1104. 

Supply  of — Tabling  Papers,  proposed, 
July  6,  1103,  1109. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bil',  Com.,  July 

<V,  1001-1003. 
Horse  Breeding 

(jlovernment  Action,  Necessity  for, 
July  a,   1103-1109,   1188- 

Marcs,  Possibility  of  Checking  Export 
of,  July  6,   1100. 

Stallions,  Increasing  Number  of,  pro- 
jwsed,  July  6,  1100. 
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June  25 — July  8. 

Dononghmore,  Earl  ot—coni. 

Land  Purchase  Funds 


rVoL  191, 


Claims  upon  and  Payments  oat  of 
to  31st  May,  1906,  June  IS,  !). 
24. 

Delay  in  Provision  and  Distribation 
of,  June  30,  495. 

Dorchester 

Small  Holdings  Inquiries. 
Qs,-    Mr.    Morrell,    Viscount  Valentin; 
As,     Sir    £.     Strachey,    June   3$, 
577. 

Doughty,  Sir  0.  [Great  Grimsby] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.    2)   Bill. 
2r.,  July  6,  1285. 

Du  Cros,  Mr.  A.  [HaHtings] 

South-Westem  Suburban  Water  Bill,  3b.. 
June  30,  725-728. 

Dunoan  Mr.  C.  [Barrow-in-FamesH] 

Naval    Mechanicians    —    New    Training 
Scheme,  July  8,  1712-1716,  1721. 

Duncan,  Mr,  R.  [Lanark,  Govan] 

National    School    Teachers'     Salary  In- 

crease.  Conditions  of  Granting,  Jtd^if 

1049. 
Naval    Mechanicians    —    New    Training 

Scheme,  July  8, 1739,  1740. 
Old-Age   Pensions    Bill,    Com.,   June  29. 

451,458;  July6,lVi5. 

Dundee 

Postal  Staff — Cost  of  Living. 
Q.    Mr.  Wilkie  ;   A.    Mr.  Buxton,  J^ 
2,933. 

Dundrum  Estate 

Cattle-Drive,  Persons  Participating  in. 
Q.    Mr.    Lonsdale;      A.     Mr.    Cherry, 

July  1,  lib. 
Q.    Captain   Craig;     A,     Mr.    Binell. 

June  25,  100. 


Dunfanaghy 

Labourers  Act  Inquiry. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan;     A. 
26,  221. 


Mr.  Bimll,  Jnm 


Education,  Board  of 

Presidenl^B,t.  Hon.  W.  Bmu 

Parliamentary  Secrttarf — ^Mir. 
Wood. 


T.  McK. 


I.] 


Education  (England  and  WalM) 

[jPor  PaHieuLar  Places,  see  their  Na 

Blind  and  Defective,  etc*  ChildicB— 
Regulations  (1006)  Rrmented,  Juu 
30,  494,  559. 

Code  Presented,  Jyig  2,  90S,  881 

Date  of  Circulating. 
Q.    Mr.  G.  Ck>ooh;  il.    Mr.  Bwi- 
man,  June  29,  SOOi. 


VoL  191.]  SESSION  1908.  [Edu— Edu 

June  20'^July  8. 
Education  (England  and  WtLles)-^ont,       .  Edncation  (Ireland)— con^ 

Conference  at  Manchester.  I  Fuel,   Upkeep  and   Repairs— Expenditure 

Q,     Mr.  F.  E.  Smith ;     A,     Mr.  McK.  in  1907-8. 

Wood,  June  25,  61.  Qs.     Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ; 

Cost,  Increase  in.  ! 

Os,     Lord  Helper,  June  25,  30-33.  ) 

Grants  • 


Medical    Inspection    of    Children 
for. 

Q.     Mr.  Alden  ;  A.     Mr.  Runciman, 

July  2,  967. 
Qs.     Mr.    H.    J.    Tennant,   Mr.    H. 
Gooch ;      As.     Mr.   Runciman, 
July  6,  1251. 

Secondary  School  Grants  (1907-8). 

Qs,     Ii>rd  Balcarres ;     As.     Mr.  Runci- 
man, June  30j  576. 

Secondary  and  Teclmical — Regulations  for 
Training  of  Teachers,  Presented,  July 
8,  1631. 

Teachers 

Preliminary      Examination      Results, 
Delay  in  Issuing. 
Q.     Mr.  Yoxall ;  .4.   Mr.  Runci- 
man,  July  5,  1641. 

Registration  Council — Scheme  Pre- 
sented, July  Sy  1632. 

Training  Colleges 

Admission   Regulations. 

Q.     Mr.  Horniman  ;  .4.     Mr.  Runci- 
man, June  29,  324. 
Secondary,  Position  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Rawlinson  ;   .4.    Mr.  Runci- 
man, June  29,  326. 

Training  of  Teachers— Regulations  Pre- 
sented,  July  7,  740  ;   July  2,  90*2. 

Traininst  of  Teachers 

Domestic  Subjects — Regulations  Pre- 
sented, July  7,  1442 ;  July  8, 
1594. 

Waivers — Applications   received  in  1907-8. 
Q.        Lord      Balcarres;      A.        Mr. 
Runciman,  July  2,  942. 

Education  (Ireland) 

[For  Particular  Places,  see  their  Names.] 
Agriculture,  Instruction  in,  proposed. 

Os.     Mr.  Power,  July  2,  10!^7. 
Amalgamation  Proposals. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Campbell,  July  2,  1016  ; 
Mr.  Power,  1025,  1028  ;  Mr.  Butcher, 
1029,  1030 ;  Mr.  Sheehy,  1050  ; 
Mr.  Birrell,  1063. 
Qs.  Mr.  Sloan;  As.  Mr.  Birrell,  July 
S,  UAl.  I 

Attendance  under  Thirty-five,  Cases  of.      ' 
Q.     Mr.   J.   Murphy;     A.     Mr.   Birrell,  { 
June  29,  32(). 
Bi-lingual  Programme. 

Os.     Mr.  Hazleton,  July  2,  990. 
(.'hristian  Brotl.ors'  Schools,  Pupils  in  and 
Grants  to. 

Os.     Mr.  Mumaghan,  July  2,  1039- 
1042;    Mr.  Birrell,  1071,  1072. 
Commission,  Constitution  of. 
Os.     Mr.  J.  Murphy,  July  2,  1000,  1001  ; 
Mr.  W.  Long.  1003.  ) 
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As.     Mr.  Cherry,  July  8,  1668 . 
Grant,  Additional,  Distribution  of. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    Murphy;       A,     Mr.    Hob- 

house,  June  26,  220. 
Qs.     Mr.  J.  Murphy,  Mr.  Cox  ;  As.    Mr. 

Lloyd -George,  June  29,  377. 
Qs.     Captain  Oaig,  Mr.  Devlin,  Mr.  J. 

Murphy,    Mr.    Flynn ;        As.     Mr. 

Birrell,  July  2,  975. 
Q.     Mr.    C.    Craig;       A.     Mr.    Birrell, 

July  3,  1089. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  Murphy;     A.     Mr.  Cherry, 

July  6,  1214. 

Higher  Education,  Assistance  to. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  O'Donnell;    A.     Mr.  Lloyd - 
George,  July  6,  1219. 
Intermediate 

Grant. 
Q.     Mr.   Devlin;     A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  6,  1222. 

Inspectorate. 
Qs.     Mr.  Flynn;    As.     Mr.  Birrell, 
June  25,  102. 
Rules. 
Q.     Mr.   Kettle;     A.    Mr.   Birrell, 
June  25,  67. 

King's  Scholarship  Examination,  Females 
Passing. 
Q.     Mr.    Barrie;      A.     Mr.   Birrell, 
July  2,  982. 

MacMillan,  Mr.,  Reports  of. 

Q.     Mr.  J.   Murphy;     A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
June  29,  338. 

National  School  Teachers 
Civil  Rights  of. 

Os.     Mr.  Moore,  July  2,  1036,  1037  ; 

Mr.  Birrell,  1037. 
Q.     Mr.   Devlin;     A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  8,  1648. 

Dismissals,  Regulations  as  to. 

Os.  Mr.  Sloan,  July  2,  1043,  1044, 
1073;  Mr.  Harrington,  1046, 
1047;     Mr.  Birrell,  1073. 

Grievances  of. 

Os.     Mr.   Hazleton,  July  2,  990. 

Liquor    Licences,    Regulations   as    to 

Teachers  having  Connection  with. 

Os.     Mr.   J.    Murphy,   July  2, 

1001 ;        Mr.    Harrington, 

1046  ;    Mr.  Birrell,  1074. 

Salary       Increase,       Conditions       of 
Granting. 

Os.  Mr.  Hazleton,  July  2,  991- 
994  ;  Mr.  J.  Murphy,  996- 
999;  Mr.  Birrell,  997, 
1060-1069;  Mr.  W.  Long, 
1003-1006;  Mr.  W.  Red- 
mond, 1008-1012;  Mr.  J. 
Campbell,  1014-1018 ;  Mr. 
John  O'Connor,  1018-1024; 
Mr.  Barrie,  1024;  Mr. 
Power,  1025  ;  Mr.  Butcher, 
1028;     Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 

[canL 
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Ednoation  (Ireland)— cor^^ 

National  Si^hool  Teachers — cont. 

Salary       Increase,      Conditions      of 
framing  — cow  ^ 

1031-1035;       Mr.    Moore, 
1035-1038;        Mr.    Sloan, 
1042,  1045  :    Mr.  Larclner, 
1047-1049  ;  Mr.  R.  Duncan, 
1049  ;     Mr.  Shcehy,  1050  ; 
Mr.  Dillon,  1051-1059  ;  Mr. 
W.  I^ng,  1074-1070;    Mr. 
Hobhouse,   1070;     Mr.  T. 
M.     Healy,     1077.     1078  ; 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  1078  ; 
Mr.  O'Dowd,  1079. 
Transition  Teachers,  Grievances  of. 
Q.     Mr.  ^fooney;    .4.     Mr.  Birrell, 
Jinte  25,  07. 
University  lecture  CourHen. 

Q.     Mr:    T.    O'Donnell;       A.     Mr. 
Birrell,  July  6,  1222. 
Priniarv,  Con:!ition  of. 
(h.    *Mr.   Hazleton,  Juhf  2,  9S9 ;     Mr. 
MiirpJiv,    999-1003';        Mr.     Bvles, 
1078,  1079. 
Scholarsl;ij)s,  etc.,  Grants  for. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
July  6*,  1221. 
•    School,  Roll  No.  1950,  Circuit  9,  Section  A., 
Teacfiinpj  in. 

Q.     "SU.    J.    MacVeagh;       .4.     Mr. 
Birrell,  Jv.ly  3,  1080. 
Schools — Sanitary  Condition  and  Heating 
Arrangements. 

O.9.     Mr.  J.  Murphy,  July  2,  1001 
:Mr.  W.  Redmond,  1012,  1013 
Mr.  Power,  1020;    Mr.  Birrell, 
1070,    1071. 
Training — A|)]>lications     for     One     Year's 
Course. 

Q.     Mr.     J.     Murphy;         A.     Mr. 
Birrell,  June  29,'340. 

Education    Board    Provisional    Orders 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill 

/.  Jie;\*  June  30,  493. 

Com*  July  7.  730. 

Rep*  July  2,  901. 

3R*Jnly6,  1147. 
r.    \R*Jvly  7,  1440. 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee  (No.  1), 
June  30,  493. 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill 

f.  Cow.,  July  3,  1120. 

Education  of  the  Blind  Bill 

f.   iR.*  June  20,  3S1. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill 

Clause  9  (1).  Effc-ct  of  Amending. 

Q.     Mr.    Lamont  ;       J.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
June  29,  372. 

EgTPt 

Administrators 


Al)hent  on  Leave. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson; 
Grey.  July  7,   1459. 
Cairo  Draimigc  Scheme. 
Q.     Mr.  J.   M.   Robertson; 
Grey,  July  T,   1459. 
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-4.     Sir  E. 


Sir  E. 


Egypt— cof»<. 

(battle  Plague. 

Q,     Dr.  Rutherford  ;    A.     Sir  E.  0 
July  7,  1461. 

Khedive — Visit  to  England. 

Qs,     Mr.    Kettle;       As.     Sir  E.  (i 
June  25,  85. 

Liquor  Traffic — C*ompensation  on  t'lo 
Establishmeiits. 

Q.     Dr.    Rutherford;      A,    Sii 
Grey,  July  7,  1462. 

Mohammed  Elal,  Case  of. 

Qs.     Mr.    Kettle;       As.     Sir   E.  i. 
June  25,  86. 

Newspaper  Statements  as  to  Soudan 
turbance. 

Q.     Mr.  Ashley  :    .4.     Sir  E.  ( 
July,  7.  1459. 

Special  Tribunal  Decree. 
Qs.     Mr.  MackamesB  ;  .*.'  s.     Sir  E.  < 
June  30,  567. 


L'niversity,  Proposals  for. 
Q.     Dr.  Rutherford  ;    A. 
July  7,  1462. 


Sir  £.  ( 


Electric  Lighting  Acts 

Report    of    Board    of    Trade    Pre?ei 
June  25,  4,  51. 


Electric    Lii 
(No.  1)  BiU 

/.  Rep.*  June  25,  3. 

3vi.*June29,2^, 

c.  Lords*  Amendts., 


Provisional  Or 


CoH.*  July  L  73 

Electric    Lighting    ProviBional   Or 
(No.  2)  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  25,  3. 
3r.*  June  29,  294. 
r.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  1,  73 

Electric    Lighting    Proviiional   Or 
(No.  3)  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  25,  3. 
3r.*  June  29.  294. 
c.  iR.*  June  29,  322. 

EUenborough,  Lord 

"  Bengor  Head,"  8.8.,  Causes  of  Acck 
to,  in  Portsmouth  Harbour,  Ju 
734. 

"  Grindon  Hall,"  s.s..  Preliminary  Ini 
into  Loss  of,  July  6,  1157. 

Merchant  Shipping — Foreign  Systen 
Pensions,  Medical  Aid,  etc.,  Jan 
309. 


Embo 

Pier  Improvement. 
Q.    Mr.    Morton ; 
July  i,  769. 


A.    Mr.    Sifl 


Endowed  School  [Katten]  BUI 

c.  IK.*  July  1,  731. 
2b.*  July  7,  1419. 
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Xnnis 

County  Court — Compensation  Awarded  for 
Malicious  Injuries  to  Cattle. 

Qa,    Mr.  Lonsdale  ;  ^«.    Mr.  Birrell, 
June  25,  109. 

Iriih 

Unemployed  Grant. 

Qs.     Mr.    Summerbell,    Mr.    Rowlands ; 
As.     Mr.  Burns,  July  7,  1468. 

Irroll,  Earl  of 

Horses 

Army — Number     required,     July     6, 

1173,  1174. 
Breeding — Necessity   for   Government 
Action,  July  6,   1172-1176. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Ballinclare — Case   of   A.    Carton,    July  2, 
943. 

EranifSir  S.  T. — SoUcUor-Oencral  [Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid.] 
Incest  Bill,  Con.,  June  26^  288. 
Law  of   Distress   Amendment   Bill,   Con., 
Julys,  1105. 

Old- Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    Jun    30, 
678. 


Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act 

Working  of. 

Q.     Mr.     Sheehan 
June  30,  560. 


-4.     Mr.     Birrell, 


Evicted  Tenants  (Irelaiid)  Bill 

/.  2r.,  June  25,  4. 
Com.,  July  8,  1595. 

Evictioas,  Ireland 

See  under  Ireland. 

Eaber,  Capt.  W.  V.  [Hampshire,  Andover] 
Africa,  South — Police  Knowledge  of  Dutch, 
July  7,  1458. 

Army  Territorial  Force  Artillery  Adjutants, 

'July  1,  750. 
Old  Age  Pensions — Provisions  as  to  Naval 

and  Military  Service,  July  1,  744,  754. 

Regent  Circus  Flower  Girls,  July  7,   755. 

Faber,  Mr.  G.  D.  [York] 

Land  Purchase  stock,  JuUj  S,  1676. 

Naval  Volunteer  Reserve,   Supply  of  Kit 
to,  June  30,   562. 

OU-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  1,   812  ; 
July   7,    1499-1501. 

Factory  and  Workshops 

Annual    Report,    Presentc;!,    July   1,    731, 
739. 

Brass-castini(  —  Regulations,       Presented, 
June  29,  295,   323. 
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Fairfield  Shipbuilding  Company 

Prosecution  of. 

Q.     Mr.    J.     M.     Macdonald;    A. 
Gladstone,  July  6,  1240. 


Mr. 


Falkland  Islands 

Annual   Report   Presented,   July  1,   730,, 
738. 

FardeU,  Sir  T.  G.  [Paddington,  S.] 

Reask— Cattle-drive  on  20th  ult.,  June  29, 
336. 

Taumagh  Farm — Cattle-drives  in  May  and 
June,   June  29,   335. 

Farrell,  Mr.  J.    [Longford,   N.] 

Army— Case  of  J.  Gillen,  June  29,  329. 

Evictions  —  Reinstatement     Applications, 
June  29,  339. 

Granard — Case  of  CufEe  Children,  June  29, 
340. 

Thompson  (Clonfin)  Estate,  Sale  Proposals, 
June  29,  339. 

Fell,  Mr.  A.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

British     Columbia — Coastal     trading     by 
United  States  Vessels,  June   29,  353. 

Coastguard,     Employment     in     Summer 
Manoeuvres,  June  29,  342. 

Germany,    Report  on  Cost  of   Living   in 
July   6,    1249. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  6,  1359  ; 
July  7,  1489,  1525. 

Clause  3  (b).  Males  likely  to  be  Dis- 
qualified   under,    June    29,    369. 

Transvaal 

Boer  Migration,   July  6,    1236. 

Native    Labour    in    Mines — Mortality 
Statistics,  June  29,  351. 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

Case  of  J.    Reynolds,   July  6,    1229, 
1230. 

Discharges  in  1908,  July  6,  1228. 

Ferens,  Mr.  T.  R.  [Hull,  E] 

Hull    Post   Office— Split   Duties,    July    6, 
1216. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  R.  C.  M.  [Leith  Burghs] 
Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  Enforcing  Three-mile  Limit,  etc., 
July  8,  1777,  1778. 

01d-a;j:e  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  7,   840. 

Fennoy 

Courthouse,  Use  and  Control  of. 

Qs.     Mr.    Abraham,    Captain    Done  Ian ; 
A'*.     Mr.  CJierry,  July  8,   1672. 

Ferro- Concrete 

Coal  Residues,   Use  of.  ! 

Q.     Mr.  Ridsdale;    A.     Mr.  Bums,  Jti/y 
7,  741. 


Pfr-Poy] 


Ffipench,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 

Gurteinniinogue — Case    of     B.     Radford, 
June  SOy   561. 

Land    Purchase     Transactions,    Junt    26, 
218. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.   l»atrick 
'        Civil  Service  Assistant  Clerks  (New  ('lass), 
Emplo3nnent  of,  Jittit  L*9y  332. 

Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

/.  3k*,  July  6,  1145. 

Fine  Art  and  General  Insurancs  Com- 
pany Bill 

/.  Bill  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  June  30, 
494. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

JRt.  Hon.  H.  II.  Aiiquith. 

Fisheries 

See  aiso  Barnes  of  Plaas.  liivera,  etc. 

Convention  with  United  States,  Presented, 
July  h  730,  739. 

Irish 

Cruisers  for  Protection  of. 

Q.     Mr.  H.  Law  ;     A.     Mr.  T.  W . 
RusseU,  June  25,  57. 
Grant  from  Department. 

Q.     Mr.  H.  Law  ;     .4.     Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Jinie  25,  56. 

Scottish 

Board — Fees  and  Ex|)enses. 

Q.     Mr.    Watt;     A.     Mr.   Sinclair, 
July  3,  1084. 

Cruiser. 

Qa.     Mr.   Weir,   Major  Anstruther- 

Gray ;  As.     ^Mr.  Sinclair,   June 

25,  96. 
Qs,     Major  Anstrut her- Gray  ;     Aft. 

Mr.  Sinclair,  July  2,  974. 
Q.     Major  Anstruther-Gray ;        ^4. 

Mr.  Sinclair,  July  8,  1665. 

Gratuities  to  Fishermen  for  Assistance 
in  Detecting   Illegal  Trawling,  Pro- 
posed. 

Q,     Mr.  \Veir;     A.     Mr.  Sin- 
clair, June  25,  96. 

Nets — Inquiry  into  Siae  Used, proposed. 
Os.     Major  Anstruther-Gray,    July 
8,  1752,  1753. 
Ojiport unity  for  Discussion. 

Os.  Mr.  Pirie.  June  25,  121,  123, 
126;  Mr.  Morton,  122;  Mr. 
Chairman,  122,  126. 

Public  Rights  in  Rivers. 

Q.     Mr.   Memies;     A.     Mr.  Shaw, 
Jtily  1,  770. 
Size  of  Fishing- Boats.  Increase  in. 

Os.     Mr.   Williamstm,  July  .V,   1750 
Steam-Trawlers,  Number  of. 

Q.     Mr.    W<ir:      .4.     Mi.   Sinclair, 
June  25,  O."). 
Sea  Fisheries  Committees,  CJrant   to. 

Q.     Mr.  Snowden  ;    .4.    Sir  K.  Strachev, 
June  30,  582. 
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Trawling 

Legislative  Proposals. 

Q,     Mr.    Weir;     A,     Mr.   Sim 
June  25,  90. 
Penalties  on  Foreign  Trawlerb. 
Q,    Mr.   Weir;      A.    Mr.  Sim 
June  25,  97. 

Fitzmanrice,    Lord  —  Under-Stcretary 
Foreign  Affairs, 

Merchant  Shipping  —  Foreign  Systei 
Pensions,  Medical  Aid,  etc.,  J«« 
314. 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerrj-,  N.] 

Kerry — Evicted  Tenant-s  Reinstated, 
6,  1214. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Cork  N.] 

Bank  Notes,  Iribh,  Commission  (harg 
June  30,   588,   589;      July  6, 
1259. 
Butter  and  Margarine   Act    in    Sco 
July  7,  1477. 

Education 

Grant,     Additional,     Distributi 
July  2,  970. 

Intermediate   Inspectorate,  Jh\ 
102, 103. 

Hyde  Park  Carriage  Entrances,  J 
1255. 

Kilbrin— Case  of  J.  Nash,  July  2,  93i 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887.  Rei 
Section  7,  proposed,  /tim;  25,  10 

Milk  Skimmed,  Condensed  —  1 
from  Certain  Countries,  Jut 
92,  93. 

Old- age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7. 

Foiladown 

Case  of  J.  Healy. 

Q.    Mr.   J.  Murphy;      A.    Mr. 
June  29,  376. 

Foreign  Office 

Secretary    of    State— B,t.    Hon.    { 
Grey. 

Under-Seerelary — Lord    Fitimaur 

Vote,  Date  of  taking. 
Q.    Dr.  Rutherford ;    A.    Mr.  Ai 
July  i,  775, 

Forestry 

Irish — Case  of  Mr.  Ellison. 

Q.  Mr.  Muldoon  ;  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  I 
June  26,  57. 

Foster,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  W.  [Derby,  lUu 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  2 

416 ;  Jul^  1,  796-«00,  824, 826. 

Foynes 

Telegraphic  Address  of  O'Oomior. 
Q,  Mi,  Joyce;   A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
1678. 
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France 

Budget  (1908)  Presented,  June  30,  494. 

Tariff  Commission. 

Q.  Mr.  James  Hoi)e  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 

July  6,  1237. 
Q.  Earl    of    Roaaldshay  ;       .4.  Sir    H 
Kearley,  July  8,  1658. 

Franchise  Reform 

See  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Women's 
Suffrage  Movement. 

Franco-British  Exhibition 

Cab  Fares  and  Regulations. 

Q,  Mr.  Cooper  ;   A.  Mr.  Gladstone,  July 
8,  1633. 

Indian  Subsidy  and  Exhibits. 

Qs.  Mr.  O 'Grady  ;     As.  Mr.   Buchanan, 
Jtine  30,  563,  564. 

Friendly  Societies 

Reports  (Part  A)  Presented,  July  6,  1148, 
1208. 

Fnllerton,  Mr.  H.  [Cumberland,  Egremont.] 
Sheep  Scab — Value  of  Salving,  June  25,  69. 

Oalashiels  Drainage  and  Bnrgh  Exten- 
sion Order  Confirmation  Bill 

c.  iR.*  June  25,  48. 
2r.*  July  6,  1205. 
Con*  July  8,  1630. 

Oalway 

Condition  of. 

Q.  Capt.  Craig  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  June  25, 
100. 

Extra  Police,  Charge  for. 

Os.  Lord   Killanin,  July  7,   1424,   1427, 
1428  ;  Lord  Denman,  1429,  1431. 

Poor  Rate  Collector's  Poundage  Fees. 
Q.  Mr.  Gw>Tin,  Mr.  Cullinan  ;    As.  Mr. 
Cherry,  JiUy  8,  1668. 

Oarw  and  Ogmore  Oas  Bill 

/.  Rep*  June  30,  493. 
3r.*  July  7,  1418. 

Oas  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  21,  293. 

Cow.*  Jw/yi,  730. 

Rep*  July  2,  ^0\. 

'SR*Jubj6,  1147. 
c.   In.*  July  6,  1207. 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  30,  493. 

Com.*  July  1,  730. 

Rep.*  July  2,  ^0\. 

3R.*July  6,  1147. 
c.   iR.*  July  6,  1207. 

Oas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
(Sevenoaks  and  Stourbridge  Water 
Orders)  Bill 

/.  Re}X)rt  from  Select  Committee,  June  30, 
493. 
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Cost  of  Living,  Report  on. 

Bread,  Error  as  to  Price  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  LoiLsdale  ;  A.  Mr.  ChurchilU 
jM/y  1,764. 

Qs.  Mr.  Goulding,  Earl  of  Ronald- 
shay  ;  As.  Mr.  Churchill,  July 
6,  1247. 

Qs.  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Lyttelton ;  As. 
Mr.  Churchill,  July  6,  1249. 

Cost,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Fell ;  A.  Mr.  Churchill,  Ji*/y 
(5,  1249. 

Savings  Banks  Deposits. 

Q.  Earl  of  Ronaldshay  ;  A.  Mr.  Churchill, 
July  6,  1248. 

Oibbs.  Mr.  0.  A.  [Bristol,  W.] 

Army  Special  Reserve — Position  of  Ser- 
geants-Major, July  7,  1457. 

Civil  Service — Territorial  Force  Camp- 
Training  leave,  July  2,974;  July  6, 
1235. 

Post  Office  Sa>ing3  Bank  Deposits  (1903- 
1907),  July  7,  1469. 

Oibraltar 

Annual  Report  Presented,  July  7,  1418  > 
1442. 

Oill,  Mr.  A.  H.    [Bolton.] 

Bolton  Post  Office  Telephonist,  Case  of^ 
June  25,  69. 

Oinnell,  Mr-  L.  [^Vestmeath,  N.] 

Land  Purchase  Transactions,  July  6,  1219 . 

Smythe  Estate — Case  of  Mrs.  Riggs,  June 
25,  66. 

Oladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J,— Secretary  of  SUUe 
for  the  Home  Department  [Leeds,  W.] 

Alderney  Chefs  de  FamiUe,  Petitions  from, 
July  8,  1643. 

British   Medical  Association — Statues    oa 

New  Building,  Juns  29,  325. 
Cabs 

Motor   and    Horse   Cabs   in   London^ 
July  2,   935. 

Taximeter 

Seating  accommodation,  July  8,. 

1633. 
Speed  of,  July  6,  1244. 

Channel  Islands — Shipping  Laws,  June  29, 
360. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Date  of 
taking  Ballot  by  Miners'  Federation^ 
July  2,  965. 

Criminal  Procedure — Extension  of  Borstal 
System  to  Females,  July  2,  963. 

D'Angely  Case — Charges  against  Police, 
July  6,  1246,  1247;  July  8,  1656,. 
1657. 

Fairfield  Shipbuilding  Company,  Prose- 
cution  of,  July  6,  1240. 


[cant. 


Gla— Qou] 


Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J-cotU.  I 

Franco-British     Exhibition — Cab     Fares,  , 
July  8,   1G33.  I 

Lights    on    Vehicles  Act — Application    to 
hflrveHting    Vehicles,   July   6,   1*245. 

Li(j[uor  Traffii? — Dominoes,  etc.,  in  Public 
Houses,  June  29,  301,  302. 

Motors — Use  of  Si>eoclometers,  July  ],  75(5. 

•Omnibuses 

Motor- bus    Accidents    in    April    and 
May,   July  2,   m± 

Nunilwr  in  I-iondon,  July  2,  935. 

Speed  in  Ijondon,  July  i,   750. 

Police 

Annual  Holiday,  July  1,  755. 


INDEX. 
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High  School  for  Girls — Pension  of  Rector. 
Q,    Mr.  Watt ;    A.     Mr.  SincUir,  J«ie 
26,  219. 

Territorial    Force    Ammunition,  Cost  of. 
(I     Mr.  Watt ;    A.     »Ir.  HaldaDe,  J»t 
25,  64. 

Unemployed — Opi>crtnnitv  for  DincuMioiL 
(h.     Mr.    Barnes.    Jul]f    S,    17&2;  Mr. 
Cleland,  Mr.  Watt.  3Ir.  C.  E.  Price, 
1783;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease.  Mr.  Mitchell- 
Thomson,  1784. 


Olenakill,  South 

Case  of  Mrs.  J.  Guinev 
Q.   Mr.  O'Shaughnessv; 
July  2,  937. 


A.   Mr.  Birrell, 


Brighton  Convalescent  Home,  Admis- 
sion to,  July  S,  1032. 

Constables    raised    from    the    Ranks, 
July  2,  903. 

Metroj)olitan 

Duty  (luring  Visit  of  J  [French 
President,  Pay  for,  July  5, 
1240.  ►*. 

Good -conduct  Stripes,  June  29, 
3()0. 

Po])ulation  Statistics,  July  3,   1082. 

Reformator}'    and    Industrial    School    Re- 
cords,  Jttlff   8,    U\3~. 

Regent  Circus  Flower  Girls,  July  7,  755. 

Sheffield  Parks— Case  of  G.   H.   Fletcher, 
June    25,    01. 

Statues    in    London,    Police    Report    on, 
propospd    Jmuc  29    320. 

Street   Traffic — l^gulntjon    of    Routes]^  of 
Vehicle;*,   July   1,   750. 

Swttnfl^ft — King^s   Dock    Fatality  on   20th 
jnpt.    Jnnt  30,   570. 

Tunstall — Woodland  Pottery  I^ad-i)oison- 
ing  Cases,  July  2,  9()4. 

Welsli  Church 

Disestablisi.ment — T^egislative        Pro- 
])Osa]s,   Junt:  29,   301. 

Coiinnission   Report,   Date  of  Issuing, 
June   29,    3()0. 

Westminster     Churcli     Army     March     cm 

4t;.     A])ril.     Drunkenness      observed  I  OorO-BoOth  Estate 

during,    July    2,    901,    902;    July    r>,\  Sale  Proposals. 

I'^-H'    ^'^^'^'  I  Q,     Mr.    F.    Me6h.-m;^. 

Women's  SulTrage  Movement  '  '^»ly  7,   1450. 

Police  emplr)yc-!  on  'AUtli  ult..  Cost  of, 
etc..    ,//////    ;:',    !Mii. 

Prison  Troatiiicnt.  .//'/y  /,  757:  Juh/2, 
959,  9()0  ;    ./;.///  ^•,"  1243,  1244.  " 


I  Glover,  Mr.  T.  [St.  Helenn] 

Coal   Mines   (Eight    Honn*)   (No.   2)  Bill, 
2r.,  Jvly  6,  1321 

Gooch,  Mr.  G.  P  [iJath] 

Education     Code,     Date     of    Circulating. 
June  29,  306. 

Turkey— State  of  Salonika.  June  30,  5«. 

Gooch,  Mr.  H.  C.  rCambenv-ell,  Peokbam] 

Hyde   Park   Carriage   Entrances,   Jiiiy  fi, 
12.54. 

^ledif-al   Inspection   of   (liildren,   July  €. 
12,53. 

Gooseberry  Mildew 

Irish-  Preventive  Measures 

Q.    Mr.  Gn-ynn:    A.     ^tx.  T.  W.  Rob- 
sell,  July  S,   1665. 
Outbreaks 
Cause  of. 

Q.    Mr.     L.     Hardv:    A.    Sir    R 
Strachey,  July  i,  745. 

Number  in  1908. 
Q.    Mr.    L.     Hardy;    A.    Sir    E. 
Strachey,  June  2S,  68. 


Goraghwood 

Excursion  Train — Cause   for  Stoppagp*B 


Tunnel. 

Q.     Mr.    Devlin;    A. 
June  25,  107. 


Mr.    BimD, 


Mr.   Birrell, 


Glanders 

Ri,!ca]-Walkcr  uictJ^...'  of  DiM'nfcction. 

Q.     Coloml     Walkt-r;      A.     Sir    E. 
StrnrJ  (V,  J '•I'/  .;,    1m85. 
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Gonlding,  Mr.  [WorceHter] 

( Jernmny,  Report  on  Cost  of  living'm, 
July  fu  1247. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill.  Con,,  Jume  2$, 
412-414.423,443^446.458;  JuneMf, 
iH3,  64H-650.  674 ;  July  «,   135L 

Trade,  l^)ard  of— Date  of  taUnc  Vote, 
J  ly  6,  1259,  1260. 
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SoTernment  Stock 

Unclaimed — Return    proj^osed. 

Qs,      Mr.    J.     MacVeagh ;      As. 

Lloyd-George,  July  6,   1238. 


SESSION  1908. 
June  25 — July  8. 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E,-<ont. 


[Gov— Gre 


Mr. 


Sranard 

Cuffo  Children,  Case  of. 
Q,       Mr.     Farrell;      A. 
June  29,  340. 


Mr.     Birrell, 


3reat  Northern,  Piccadilly,  andBrompton 
Railway  Bill 

c.  2b.,  June  29,  321. 

^reencastle 

Police  Visits  to  Public-Houses 

Q,     Mr.  Devlin;    .4.     Mr.  Birrell,  June 
29y  336. 

Sreenwich  Hospital 

Pension  Grievances. 

Os.     Mr.     Bramsdon,     Jidy     S,     1742, 
1743;    Mr.    McKenna,    1743. 

IreenWOOd,  Mr,  G.  [Peterborough] 

St.  Bride's  School  Children  at  Otter  Hunt, 
July  6,   1253. 


hrehan  Estates 

Evicted  Tenants. 
Q.      Mr.   Abraham  ; 
July  5,  1087. 


A.      Mr.    Birrell, 


^^etton,  Mr.  J.  [Rutland] 

Coastguard     Service — Men     required     for 
ManoBuvres.  July  i,  748. 

Hamble  River  Navigation,  July  7,   1454. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7,  1533, 

1570. 
Post"  Office  —  Substitutes    during    Camp 
^.j    Training,  June  25,  93. 

^rey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  "E,— Secretary  of  State 
far  Foreign  A  fairs  [Northumberland, 
Berwick]. 
Arms' Conference 

Date  of  Conclusion,  etc.,  July  2,  956. 
Scope  of,  July  8,  1639. 

Oinadian  Tariff  Convention  with  France — 

Tabling  of  Correspondence.  June  30, 

568. 
Congo  Free  State 

Native  Trading  Rights,  June   25,  82. 

Protestant  Mission  Sites,  July  2,  955. 
Egypt 

Administrators  Absent  on  Leave,  Jw/y 
7,    1459. 

Cairo  Drainage  Scheme,  July  7,  1459. 

Cattle  Plague,  July  7,  1461. 

Khedive— Visit  to  England,  June  25, 86. 

Liquor  Traffic — Compensation  Claim, 
July  7,   1462. 
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Egypt — eont. 

Mohammed  Elal,   Case  of,  June  25, 
87. 

Newspaper     Statement     on     Soudan 
Disturbance,  July  7,   1459. 

Special    Tribunal    Decree,    June    30, 

667,  568. 
University  Proposals,  July  7,  1462. 

Hague  Conference  Final  Act,  Signing  of, 
June  30,  566. 

Irish    Universities    Bill,    Vatican  Opinion 
of,  June  30,  568. 

Jerusalem — British    Post    Office,    July   J, 
746. 

Korea— Bethell  Case,  July  2,  952,  953. 

Macedonian     Reform     Proposals — ^Tabling 
of  Agreement,  JuJy  2,  957. 

Montenegro — British  Representation,  June 

25,   84, 
Moray       Firth       Trawling — Progress      of 

Negotiations,  June  25,  84 ;    July  8, 

1769-1774. 

Morocco — Capture  of  Mr.  Clark- Kennedy, 
June  25,  89, 

Motors — Foreign  Law  and  Practice,  July 
7,  1461. 

Muscat — Traffic  in  Arms,  June  30,  570. 

Persia 

Condition  of,  June  25,  87,  88 ;    June 
30,  568,  669. 

Martial  Law  in,  July  2,  954. 
Papers,  Tabling  of,  July  7,  1460. 
Tabriz,  Situation  in,  July  2,  954. 
Teheran  Legation  Guards,  July  2,  956, 
957. 

British  Legation,  Persian  Troops 
siurrounding,  July  2,  957 ; 
July  7,  1460. 

Russia 

King's  Visit — Matters  discussed,  July 

2,  958. 
Luxenburg  Case,  July  2,   953. 

Tea  Dutes — Revision  Proposals,  July 
2,  955. 

Servia,  British  Relations  with,  June  25, 
85. 

Soudan — Sentence  on  Abdul  Kader,  June 
25,  86. 

Suez  Canal  Revenue — Adjustment  of  Sur- 
plus, June  29,  330. 

Sugar — British  Government  Attitude  to- 
wards Russian  Export,  June  25,  83. 

Turkey 

Awgo,  Building  at,  July  7,  1461,  1462. 

Salonika,  State  of,  June  30,  667. 

United  States — Liquor  Licence  Duties, 
July  2,  958. 
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Oreystones  Harbour 

Condition  ofi 

Qs.     Mr.   Muldoon,  Mr.   W.   Redmond; 
A s.     Mr.  Hobhouse,  June  29,  378. 

Griflath,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Anglesey] 

Vivisection — Dog- Licences   taken   out    by 
certain  Institutions,  July  2,  941. 


Oriffith  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
Q,     Mr.     O'Dowd  ; 
June  30,  587. 


A.     Mr.    Birrell, 


*'  Grindon  Hall/'  s.8. 

Loss   of.    Preliminary   Inquiry  into. 
Os,     Lord    Muskcrry,    July    6,     1152- 
1154;     Lord    Hamilton  of  Dalzell, 
1156;      Lord   Ellenborough,    1157; 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,   1158. 

Oniana,  British 

Militia,  Circular  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  Byles  ;   A .     Colonel  Seely,  July 
h  753. 

Ouinness,  Mr.  W.  [Bury  St.  Edmunds] 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  23(i,  239.  244, 
253,  255,  258,  264,  266,  274,  277. 

Ixjndon  County  Council  (Money)  Bill,  3r., 
June  30,  713-716. 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill,  Con.,  July  3,  1094, 
1099. 

Yeomanry  Enlistment  in  Territorial  Force, 
June  26,  66. 

Gulland,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Co7i.,  June  26,  233. 

Se^rotarv  of  State  for  Scotland — Position 
and"^  Work  of  Office,  Jun^  25,  117-120. 

Tuberculosis — Scottish  Preventive  meas- 
ures, June  25,  97. 

Gurdon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  B.  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Parliamentary  Procedure — Teller  receiving 
Bows  of  Members  without  removing 
his  own  hat,  July  1,  893. 

Ourtienminogue 


Case  of  B.  Radford. 
Q.     Mr.     Ffrcnch  : 
June  30,  561. 


A,     Mr.    Birrell. 


Gwynn,  Mr.  S.  L.  [Galway] 

(lahvay   Poor   Rate   Collector's   Poimdage 
Fees,  July  S,  1()68. 

(Jooschcrry  Mildew,  Prevention  of,  July  8, 
ir)65. 

Haddock,    Mr.    0.    B.    [Lancashire,    North 
Lun.s<lale] 

3  loll  III. and  Rising — Troops  engaged,  June  29, 
327. 
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Hague  Conference 

Final  Act,  Signing  of. 
Q,    Sir   C.    Dilke;      A,    Sir  £. 
June  30,  566. 

Haldane,  Kt  Hon.  B.  B'—Seeretanf  of 

for  War  [Haddington] 

Africa,  South— Cost  of  Middlebvg  ] 
etc.,  June  29,  344. 

Artillery  Establishment,  Jtdp  6,  1234 

Auxiliary Torces,  Strength  of,  i/n/f  7, 

Bechuanaland  Expedition*  lledal  for, 
25,  71. 

Canadian  Militia,  Ross  Biife  for,  Jv 
1215. 

Cardwell  System,  Proposals  for  Modif; 
June  29,  348. 

Cavalry 

Scotland — Regiments    for,    Junt 

347. 
Sword,  July  6,  1230. 
Gillen,  J.,  Case  of,  June  t9,  3291 

Glasgow — ^Territorial   Force   Ammnml 
Cost  of,  June  25*  65. 

Guns,  Converted  Fifteen  Pdnnder,  SI 
for,  June  25,  65. 

Horses,  Supply  of,  JtUy  7,  1456. 

Infantry  of  the  Line,  Reduction  of,  /d 
1233. 

Line  Battalions,  Stftngth-^of ,  Julf  $,  1 

Militia    Disbanded     Units — Bispossl 
'  Officers,  June  26,  221. 

Officers— Orders  bestowed  in  1907, /hm 
329. 

Piershill    Barracks,    State   of,   Juni 
348. 

Reconnaissances,  Value   of,  Jtdy  6,  V. 

Salisbury  Plain — ^Land  available  for  Si 
Holdings,  Julp  6,  1235. 

Soldiers— Penal  Servitude  Cases  in  U 
June  29,  344. 

Southampton  Territorial  Force  Associtt 

Poster, /u/y  6,  1225. 
Special  Reserve 

Sergeants-Major,  Position  of,  JWy 
1457. 

Transfer  to,  J«/y  6,  1232. 
Spies,  Rumours  as  to,  /«ly  6,  1230, 123: 
Territorial  Force 

Boots,  Plx>vision  of,  Julg  8,  1649L 

Classification  of  ^'^rlfmwi,  Jwu  . 
05. 

Enlistments,  July  6,  1227,  1228. 

Naval  Dockyard  EmplojBes,  Serri 

of,  Julif  6,  1227. 
Officers,    Experienee    oL    Jmm    ' 

65. 
Strength  of,  J«/y  7, 1454. 
West   Riding   EnlirtiiiMila.  J«f« 

1456. 
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Haldane,  £t.  Hon.  R.  B.—cont 

Volunteers 

Argyle    and    Bute    Garrison  Artillery 
»  (Ist) — Guns     and     Officers'    Uni- 

»  forms,  etc.,  June  25,  71. 

Long-Service    Medal,    July   6,    1226  ; 
,  July  7,  1455. 

Permanent    Staff    Pay     under     New 
Scheme,  June  29,  347. 

War  Office 

Coal,  Expenditure  on,  July  5,  1232. 

Use  of  Room  in  by  Mr.  Churchill,  June 
29,  348. 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

Ait-irH,  W   E.,  Case  of,  June  25,  72. 

Boys  t*m  ployt'tl ,  June  25,  60. 

Discharges  in  1908,  July  6,  1229. 

Reynolds,   J.,   Case  of,  July  6,   1229, 
1230. 
Yeomanry  Enlistment  in  Territorial  Force, 

June  25,  66. 

Half-Timers 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  Proposals  for. 
Q8.     Mr.  Clynes ;    As,     Mr.  Runciman, 
July  7,  1470. 

Q,     Mr.   W.   R.   Rea;     A.     Mr       Runci- 
man,  June  30,  576. 


SESSION  1908.  [Hal-Har 

June  25 — July  8. 

)  Hamilton  of  Dazell,  Lord— «o»^. 


Halpin,  Mr.  J.  [Clare,  W.] 

Flour   Adulteration   with    Talc, 
334. 


June  29, 


Halsbury,  Earl  of 

Merchant  Ships  Missing,  Board  of  Trade 
Inquiry  into  Cases  of,  proposed,  July 
6,  1162. 

Hamble  River 

Navigation  and  Mooring  of  Destroyers  in. 

Qs.     Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mr.  Gretton, 

Sir   R.   Hobart,   Major  Anstruther- 

Gray  ;       As.     Mr.  McKenna,  July 

7,  1452. 

Hamilton  Rock 

Lighting  of. 

Qs,     Mr.    Lamont ;      A ,     Mr.    Kearley, 
June  25,  89. 

Hamilton  of  Dalzell,  Lord 

*'  Bengore  Head,"  s.s..  Causes  of  Accidents 
to,  in  Portsmouth  Harbour,     July  1, 
733. 
Board  of  Trade  (Provisional  Orders)  Bill* 

2b„  Juhj  7    1421-1424. 
"  GHndon  Hall,"  s.s.,  Ixdss  of,  Preliminary 

Intiairy  intci^  Jidy  6,  1156. 
Mercbnnt.  Shi[iping 

Desertions        in        Foreign        Ports 
1904-1908   —   Return    proposed, 
June  29,  311. 
Discipline,     Method     of     Preserving, 
June  29,  310. 
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Merchant  Shipping— cow^ 

.      Foreign    Systems   of   Pensions,  Medical 
A  id,  etf^.^  Dolfi  V  in  issuing  Return, 

J.'iftr   '29     'XUW 

Missing  Ships,  Board  of  Trade  Inquiry 
in  Cases  of,  proposed,  July  6, 
1155. 

Sunday  Labour,  Regulations  as  to, 
June  29,  310. 

"  Neptune,"  s.s.,  Inquiry  into  Loss  of, 
proposed,  July  6,  1 156. 

Handloom  Weaving  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  2r.,  JiUy  3,  1144. 

HarcOUrt,  Rt.  Hon.  It.— First  Commissioner 
of  Works  \\*ii\x^^,  x\  K.    Roasendale] 

Bristol  Post  Office  Extension — Wages  paid 
by  Contractor,  July  2,  968. 

House  of  Commons  Police  Duties,  June  29, 
364. 

Hyde  Park  Carriage  Entrances,  July  6, 
I254»  1235, 

Law  Courts  Accommodation^  Inquiry  into 
pr[>iK*s^t  d.  June  2$,  55* 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross  Improvement,  In- 
fo rmatichn  as  to,  June  30,  572,  573. 

Miirblc  Arob  Coffee  Stall,  Removal  of, 
Jiitie25,M\. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29, 
408,  409,  461-463,  467,  469  ;  June  30, 
591,  593,  637,  638,  639,  685. 

Hardie,  Mr.  J.  K.  (Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  7, 

1480. 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill,  2r., 

July  6,  1281-1288. 

India 

Calcutta— Bomb  found  on  Sqpttish 
Mission  Church  Steps,  June  30, 
563. 

Postal  Service,  July  7,  1457,  1458. 

Ramchandra  Naryen  Mendlik,  Case  of, 
June  29,  349. 

Thakur  Ram  Singh,  Case  of,  July  1,  752. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  ^9H  t 
July  1,  823  ;  Con.,  July  7,  1551*,  1503, 
1567,  1570;  Recom.,  July  6,  1386. 

Orkney — Bay  of  FirthOyster  Beds,  J  une  29, 

372.  373. 
Persia— Legation  Guards,  July  2,  950. 

Hardy,  Mr.  L.  [Kent,  Ashford] 

Gooseberry  Mildew  Outbreak  in  1908,  June 
25,  68  ;  July  1,  745. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com,,  June  29,  381, 
416-418. 
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Harmood-Banner,  Mr.  J.  S. 

[Liverpool,  Everton] 
Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 

Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  274, 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7, 1527. 

Harms  worth,    Mr.    C.    B.    [Worcestershire, 
Droitwich] 
Autumn  Session,  July  7, 1479. 
Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 

Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  250. 
Tea  Imports  in  1907-1908,  July  7,  1446. 
Tobacco  Cultivation,  Assistance  to,  July  7, 

1479. 
Tobacco    Growing   (Scotland)   Bill,    Con,* 

June  26,  229. 

HarmsWOrth,  Mr.  R.  L.  [Caithness] 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — De- 
cision as  to  enforcing  three  mile  limit, 
Qtc.,JulySAli>3. 

Harrington,  Mr.  T.  [Dublin  Harbour] 

National  School  Teachers 

Dismissals,  Regulations  as  to,  July  2, 
1040,  1047: 

Liquor  Licences,  Regulations  as  to 
Teachers  having  connection  with, 
July  2,  lOiO. 

Harris,  Lord 

Yeomanry 

Pay  of  Officers  transferred  to  Territorial 
Force,  July  8,  1617,  1618,  1025, 
1029. 

S(iuadron  Drill  Pav,  Abolition  of, 
July  S,  1019,  1629. 

Training  and  Drill  Regulations,  July  8 
1617,  1620, 1621. 

Harris,  Mr.  F.  L.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney] 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (Xo  2)  Bill,2R., 
July  6,  1304. 

Ltndon'County  Councul  (Money)  Bill,  3r., 
June  30,  716. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Recom.,  July  6, 
1400. 

Hart-Da  vies,  Mr.  T.  [Hackney,  N.] 

Arms  Conference —Date  of  Conclusion,  etc., 
July  2.  955. 

Muscat— Traffic  in  Arms,  June  29,  354. 

Persia  —  Afjrhan    Occupation   of    Regan, 
Jum.  20,  354. 

Persian  Gulf — Gun-running,  June  29,  354. 

Police— Annual  Holiday,  July  1,  755. 

Polling  arrangements  (Parliamentary 
Boroughs)  Bill,  Con.,  July  3,  1097. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Bolton] 

Tramcar  Accidents,  Prevention  of,  July  6, 
1217. 

University  of  Tendon.  Objections  to  Araend- 
nient^f  Statute  4,  June  29,  491. 
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Hay,  Mr.  C.  O.  D.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 
Admiralty,  Fires,  Loss  and  Damage  ^by, 

June  25,  72  ;  July  2,  917. 
Jamaica     liOan     Applications,     July    2, 

972. 
Madagascar — Indentured    Labour  for  the 

Transvaal.  July  2^  9oO.  ,4 

Postmaster-General,  Assistance  to.  by  Lord 

Granard.etc,  Jttn«25, 113, 114. 

Unemployed  Officers,  Procedure  in  Dismiv- 
ing,  June  25,  91,  92. 

Wireless  Telegraphy — Tapping  of  Messagea, 
«/ii/y2,945,946. 

Women  Suffragists'  Prison  Treatment,  Jufy 
2,  958,  959,  960. 

Hayti 

Trade  Report  Presented,  June  25,  3. 

Hazleton,  Mr.  £.  [Galway,  N.] 
Education,  Ireland 

Bi-lingual  Programme,  July  2,  990. 
National  School  Teachers 

Grievances  of,  July  2,  900. 

Salary    Increase,    Conditions   of 
Granting,  July  2,  991>99l. 
Primary,  Condition  of,  July  2, 989. 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Cos., 
Jt«Zy5, 1113, 1118,1122. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Lonth,  N.] 

Irish  Fairs,  Regulation  of,  July  7, 1451. 
National  School  Teachers'  Salary  Increase. 

Conditions  of  Granting,  July  2,  1081- 

1036, 1077, 1078. 
Women  Suffragists  Prison  Treatment,  Jt/f 

2,  959,  960. 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Canterbury] 

Jerusalem — ^British    Post   Office,   July  1, 

744. 
Motor  and  Horse  Cabs  in  London,  Ja/y  2, 

934. 
Omnibuses — Number  in  London,  /v/y  2, 

934. 

Helmsdale  Harbour 

State  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Morton ;     A,    Mr.  McKenna, 
July  8,  1649. 

Helmsley,  Tisoonnt  [Yorks.,  N.lt,  Thiisfc] 

Colonial  Loans,  Betum  as  to,  July  2,  935. 
Education  (Local  Anthorities)  Bill,  Com., 
July  3,  1140. 

Hemmerede,  Mr.  E.  0.  [Denbighshire,  £.] 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill,  2k., 
July  6,  1302-1307. 

Henderson.    Mr.    A.    [Durham,    Bamtrd 

Castle] 

Iiocal  Authorities  (Admiuion  of  the  Pkea) 
Bill,  Can.,  June  ^p  2S5,  236,  237, 
239,  243,  243,  244,  246,  256^  262. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  Jmme  29, 451 ; 
JRecom.,  July  6,  Mil,  1418L 


VoL  19L] 


ieneage,  Lord 

Hones — Census  of  all  available  Horses 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  pro- 
posed, Jvly  6,  1187. 

iorbertf  Colonel  Sir  I.  [Monmouthshire] 
Marines — Working  of  New  Training  Scheme, 
July  8,  1726-1728. 

Naval    Interchangeability     System — In- 
quiry proposed,  July  8,  1724-1728. 

St.  Brides  School  Children  at  Otter-Hunt, 
July  6,  1254. 

ierbert,  Mr.  T.  A.  [Bucks.,  Wycombe] 
Army  Territorial    Force,  Boots  for,  July 
8,  1649. 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill,  Con., 
Julys,  1103-1105. 

[ills,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Durham] 

Oki-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  1, 
831-834. 

[istorical  Monnments 

8t€  Ancient  Monuments. 

[obart,  Sir  B.  [Hants ,  New  Forest] 

Hamble  River  Navigation,  Jidy  7,  1454. 

Licensing  Bill — Application  to  Wine  Trade, 
July  7,  1479. 

[0bh0Il8e«  Mr.  E.  H.  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  [Bristol,  E.] 

Alcohol,  Industrial  Use  of  —  Conditions 
of  Authorising,  Jvly  2,  973. 

Bank  of  Ireland,  Government  Relations 
with,  July  8,  1678. 

Bank  Notes,  Irish 

Commission    Charged    on,    June    30, 
588,  589. 

Payment  of,  July  6,  1259. 
Civil  Service 

Assistant    Clerks    (New    Class)    Em- 
ployment of,   Jxine  29,   332. 
Boy  Clerks,  July  6,  1256. 

Territorial   Force  Training  Facilities, 

Jun^    20,    329;       July    2,     974; 

July  6,  1236. 

Colonial  Loans,  Return  as  to,  July  2,  935. 

Dividing  Societies — Valuation  System,  July 

7,  1472. 
Education 

Grant,     Additional,     Distribution    of 

June  26,  220. 
National     School     Tearhers'     Salary 
Increase,  Conditions  of  Granting, 
July  2,  107G. 

Greystones  Harlx)ur,  Condition  of,  June  29, 
378,  379. 

Income -Tax — American  Beef  Trust  Re- 
turns, July  8,  1659. 

Inverliever  Estate 

Price  of,  July  1,  744. 

Work  on,  July  8,  1664,  1665. 
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Hobhouse,  Mr.  E.  H.— conf. 

Jamaica  Loan  Applications,  Jvly  2,  972. 
Land  Act  Sinking  Fund,  July  7,  1477. 
Land  Purchase  Stock  issued,  July  8,  1677. 
Meenbanid,  Railway  Station  for,  July  7, 


1444. 

Old-age    Pensions    Bill — Out-door    Relief 
Disqualification,  July  2,  974. 

Post  Office— Employment  of  Boy  Clerks, 

July   6,    1255. 
Queen's     Colleges — 8t<itu3    of    Professors, 

Jvly  2,  983. 
Tax  Revenue,  Jvly  2,  973. 

Tobacco    Growing    (Scotland)  Bill,   Con,^ 

June  26,  231. 
Vivisection — Dog  Licences  taken  out  by 

certain  Institutions,  July  2,  941. 

Welsh  University  Report,  July  8,  1659. 

Holdemess  Water  Bill 

c.  JRep*  July  2,  932. 

Con,  and  3r.*  July  8,  1630. 
/.  IR.*  July  8,  1593.  * 

Holt)  Mr.  B.  D.  [Northumberland,  Hexham] 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Recom,,  Jvly  6, 1382. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State— Rt,  Hon,  H.  Glad- 
stone. 

Under-Secretary — Mr.   H.   Samuel. 

Honduras,  British 

Railway  Construction  Petition. 

Q.     Mr.    Mitchell-Thomson;     A.     Col. 
Seely,  July  1,  753. 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  Bill 

/.  3r.*  June  25,  2. 
c.   iR.*  June  25.  50. 
2r.*  July  6,  1205. 

Hop  Industry 

Import  Duties. 

Q.     Mr.    Vemey ;    A,     Mr.    Kearley, 
June  25,  70. 
Select  Committee  Report,  etc..  Presented, 
Jvly   6,    1261. 

Hope*  Mr.  James  [Sheffield,  Central] 

Belgium,  Cost  of  living  in,  July  6,  1249. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  2, 

987. 
French  Tariff  Commission,  July  6,   1237 
Navy  Estimates,  Time  allotted  t^  July  1, 

747. 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Con,,  June  29,  470 

471,  472 ;    June  30,  602,  680 ;    July 

6,  1351,  1363 ;   July  7,  166L 


Hor—Ind] 


Horniman,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Chelsea] 

Ancient  Monuments — Royal  Commission 
for  England  and  Wales,  Jvly  6,  1209. 

Statues  in  London,  Police  Report  on,  pro- 
posed, June  29,  325. 

Training  Colleges,  Admission  Regulations, 
June  29,  324. 

Hor8?s 

Army,  see  that  title. 

Breed  ii^g' 

Government  Action,  necessity  for. 
Oa.  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  July 
6,  1163-1169.  1188;  Lord 
Ribblesdale,  1 1 69-1 172  ;  Earl 
of  Erroll.  1172-1176;  Earl  of 
Onslow.  1178 ;  Earl  Carring- 
ton,  1184—1187;  Lord  Sal- 
toun,   1187. 

Mares,  Possibility  of  checking  Export 
of. 
Oa.     Earl  of  Donoughmore,  July  6 
1166. 

Registration  of  Stock,  Scheme  for. 
Oa.     Earl  Carrington,  July  6,  1184. 

Report     and     Recommendations     of 
Royal  Commission. 
Oa.     Earl    Carrington,    July  6, 
1179-1181. 

Stallions,   Increasing  Number  of,  pro- 
posed. 

Oa.     Earl     of     Donoughmore, 
Jvly      6,       1166;        Earl 
Carrington,  1179. 
('ensus    of   all    available    Horses  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,   proposed. 
Oa.     Lord    Lovat,    July    6,    1176, 
1177. 1182,  1183  ;  Earl  Carring- 
ton,    1176,    1182,    1183,    1188; 
Lord  Ribblesdale,  1182;    Lord  I 
Heneage,   1187. 

Tliree  Year  olds,  purchase  of,  proposed. 
Oa.     Earl  Carrington,  July  5,  1 185,  1 186. 

Housing,  Town  Planning  &c.  Bill 

Proposals  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  Morrcll:     A.     Mr.  Bums,  Jidy 
6.  *12r>l. 

Howard,  Mr.  G.  [Cumberland,  Eskdale] 
Army  Servi<'(»  Corjis,  Pay  of,  Juh/  2.  949. 

Hudson,  Mr.  W.  ^^>woast!e-on-T>^lo] 

Admiralty     Contracts— Wajjjes     jwiitl     })y 


INDEX.  [Vol.191. 

June  2b  ^ July  8 

Hunt,  Mr.  B.  [Shropehire,  Ludlow] 


Mcissrs.     ArTnstroii«^,     Wliitwortli 
Co.,  June.   JO,   :U1,   .342. 
PoUniJutors,     Sub.,         Remuneration 
June.  30,  ;"i74. 


I  I 


of. 


Hull 


J'o^t    Om.T— Sj.lii    Diitie-;. 

Q.     Mr.  Ftnns:    J.     Mr.  liuxton,  ./«/« 
6.    121(1. 


Huniber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  ' 
BUI  ; 

/.  :{ii.*  J II in   30.  494. 

r.   J.ords  Amondts.,  Con.,*  Jiffy  6,  1205.       I 

3S  I 


Army  Sp«»cial  Reserve — ExempHon  from 
Jury  Service  etc.,  July  8,  1655. 

Lords-Lieutenant,  System  of  appointing, 
July  S,  1682. 

Old- Age  Ponsiona  Bill,  Com.,  June  30, 
602. 

Hutton,  Mr.  A.  E.  [Yorkshire,  W.B.,  Horleyl 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  BiU,  Con., 
July  3,   1130. 

Hyde  Park 

Carriage  entrances  on  North  Side. 
Qs.    Mr.  H.  Gooch,  Kr.  Flynn:     .4f. 
Mr.  L.  Harcourt,  July  C,  1254. 

Imports 

See  Exports  and  Imports. 

Incest  Bill 

c.  Con.,  June  26,  278. 

3r.*  July  3,  1090. 
I.  la.*  July  6,  1149. 

IncMqnin  Estate 

Sale     Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.    Mr.  Birrel!» 
July  2,  978. 

Income  Tax 

American  Beef  Trust  profits. 

Q.    Mr.  Bowerman ;  A.    Mr.  HoUioiue, 
July  8,  1659. 

Appeals,  Procedure  in  hearing. 
Q.    Sir  H.  Aubrey-Fletoher ;     A.    Mr. 
Lloyd-Gcorge,  Jvly  7,  1462. 
Betting  Profits,  Assessment  of. 
Qs.    Mr.  Bottomley,  Mr.  Clynes;    Aa. 
Mr.  Lloyd-Geoi|[e,  July  7, 1464. 
Leases,  payment  on  Renewal  of. 
Qs.    Mr.  Bottomley ;  As.    Mr.  .Asqiiith. 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  June  30,  600. 

India 

Accounts  and  Estimates  —  EzpIsDslorj 
Memorandum  Presented*  Jum  29,  296, 
323. 

Administrative  Policy. 

Oa.  Viscount  Morley,  June  30,  ri29- 
533;  Earl  Cromer,  fi35;  Lord 
Ampthill,  545-^47 ;  Lord  Oonrtner, 
548 ;   Lord  Lamington,  568. 

Army 

Disposition  of  Scottish  Regimmto. 
Qa.    Mr.   Pirie,   Mr.   C.   E.   Price; 
As.    Mr.    Biiohaiiiiii«   J%ly  S, 

1A55. 

Medals  for  recent  operattoni.  Award  of. 
Q.       (^puin     A.     Mumys      A, 
Mr.  BochMkaa^  June  fS^  TIL 
Assam-Bengal  Railway.  Thofto  en. 
Q.     Mr.  Rees;^.     Mr.  BiiobMM, /«i^ 
2,  JMO. 
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[nilia — cofU. 

Bengal,  Partition  of 

Local   opiniou. 
Qs.     Dr.     Rutherford,    Mr.     Rees ; 
As.     Mr.   Buchanan,  June  29 j 
348. 

Unrest  due  to,  alleged. 
O*.  Lord  Curzon,  June  30,  510-5L3, 
654,  665  ;  Viscount  Morley, 
625  ;  Viscount,  Middleton,  540, 
643;  Lord  Ampthill,  544, 
Lord  Courtney,  549. 

Siidget,  Date  of  Taking. 

Q,     Mr.    Rees;        .4.     Mr.    Buchanan, 
July  7,   1444. 

Calcutta 

Assasination  of  Constable. 

Q.     Mr.  Rees ;    A.     Mr.  Buchanan, 
June  30,  559. 


Model  Liquor  Shops   Scheme. 

Q.     Mr.     N.     Roberts;        A.     Mr. 
Buchanan,  June  25,  77. 

Sottish  Mission  Church  Steps,  Bomb 
found  on. 
Qs.     Mr.  Rees,  Mr.  K.  Hardie ; 
As.     Mr.   Buchanan,  June 
30,  563. 

Chittagong  Jetty  Fires. 

Q.     Mr.  Rees  .   A,     Mr.  Buchanan,  «7u/y 
2,   949. 

•Condition  of — Causes  of  Unrest,  etc. 
Os.     Lord   Curzon,   June   30,   498-500, 
505-520;       Viscount    Morley,    532, 
529. 

JEcutem  Bengal  and  Assam  Era,  Statement 
published   in. 

Q.     Mr.  O'Grady;   ^.     Mr.  Bucha- 
nan,  June  30.  504. 

Educational  System,  Evils  of. 

Os.     Lord  Curzon,  June  30,  506 :    Earl 
of  Cromer,   534 ;      Lord  Courtney, 
548,    549 ;     Lord  Lamington,  550, 
651. 
Frontier  Disturbances,  Causes  of,  etc. 
Os.     Lord   Curzon,   June  30,   500-502  . 
Viscount  Morley,  527. 
Fuller,   Sir   Bampfylde — Circumstances   of 
Resignation. 

Os.     Ix)rd    Curzon,   June   30,    514. 
515  ;      ViHCount   Morley,   526  ; 
Earl  of  Cromer,  533. 
^asdan  Succession. 

Q.     Mr.  E.  H.  Lamb  ;  .4.    Mr.  Buchanan, 
July  8,   1644. 
Mohmand  Rising 

Papers,  Issue  of. 

Qs.     Mr.    >rackarncss :        Am.     Mr. 
Buchanan,  June  30,  565. 
Troops  engaged. 

Q.     Mr.  Haddock;    .4.     Mr.  Buch- 
anan, June  29,  327. 
Opium,  see  that  title. 
Postal  Seryice 

Parcel  Post  Rates. 

Q.     Mr.     K.     Hardie;         A.     Mr. 
Bitchanan,  Ju^y  7,   1457. 
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Postal  Service — cont 

Pay  in. 

Q.     Mr.     K.     Hardie;      A.      Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  7, 1457. 
Registration  Fees. 

Q.     Mr.     K.     Hardie;         A.     Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  7,  1468. 
Press  Act,  Terms  of. 
Os.     Lord  Curzon,  June   30,  617,  518; 
Lord  Ampthill,  646 ;  Lord  Laming- 
ton, 663. 
Qs,    Dr.    Rutherford,     Mr.    Rees,    Mr. 
Mackarness;    As.     Mr.     Buchanan, 
June  25,  78. 
Report  of  Debate  on. 

Q.  Mr.  Mackarness;  A.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  June  30,  665. 

Ramchandra  Naryen  Mendlik,  Case  of. 
Qs.     Mr.    K.    Hardie,    Sir   H.    Cotton; 
As.     Mr.  Buchanan,  June  29,  349. 
Reform  Proposals,  Date  of  submitting. 
Q.     Dr.  Rutherford ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
June  25,  114. 

Seditious  Writings  and  Meetings,  Effect  of. 
Os.     Lord   Curzon,   June  SO,   605,  609, 
516 ;    Earl  of  Cromer,  536-538. 

Simla  Scheme. 

Q.     Dr. Rutherford :  A.     Mr.  Buchanan, 
June  29,  349. 

Tea,  Russian  Duty  on,  see  under  Russia. 
Thakur  Bahadur  Singh  and  Thakur  Ram 
Singh,  Cases  of. 

Qs.  Dr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Rees, 
Mr.  K.  Hardie;  As.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  July  1,  750,  762. 

India  Office 

ecretary  of  Stale — Rt.    Hon.    Viscount 
Morley. 
Under-Secretary^Rt.  Hon.  T.  R.    Buch- 
anan. 

Industrial  and  Eeformatory  Schools 

See  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Insurance  Agents 

Number  committing  Suicide. 
Q.     Mr.     W.     Thome;        A.     Mr.     H. 
Samuel,  July  7,  1465. 

Inverliever  Estate 

Price  of. 

Q.     Mr.    Watt;        A.     Mr.    Hobl  ouse, 
July  1,  743. 
Work  and  Expenditure  on. 

Qs.  Lord  Balcarres,  Major  Anstruther- 
Gray  ;  As.  Mr.  Hobhouse,  July  8, 
1664. 

Ireland 

Chief  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  A.  Birrell. 
Lord- Lieutenant— E&rl  of  Aberdeen. 
Attorney-General— Rt.Kon.R.B..  Cherry. 
Solicitor-Oeneral—yir.  R.  Barry. 
[For  Particulir  Places,   Estates,  etc.,  see 
their  S^ames] 
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Ireland— conf. 

.\fTorostation — iScc JForestrj'. 

A:;ri(ulturo     and     Technical     Instruction 
Department,  see  that  title.  U  ^    .,_,, 

Bureau  of  Commerce  for,  proposed.' 
Q.     Mr.  Devlin  ;  A,    Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Julij  8y  1047. 

(/ittlo-Drives 

Attitude  of  the  Government. 
Q.     Captain  Craig  ;  A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
June  25,  101. 

(^ases  in  1908. 

Qs.     Mr.   Lonsdale,   Mr.   C.   Craig; 
As.     Mr.  Cherry,  July  8,  1669. 

Effect    of    System    of    dealing    with 
Offenders. 

Qs.     Mr.  Lonsdale ;     -4^.     Mr. 
Cherry,  July  1,  773. 

Condition  of. 

(M.     Lord    Ashbourne,    July    7,    1432- 

1435. 
Qs.     Captain  Craig,  Mr.  J.  MacVeagh ; 
As.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mr.  Asquith,  June 
SO,  584. 

Constabulary,  fee  that  title. 

Consumption  in. 

Q.     Mr.  Devlin ;    .4.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 
8,  1048. 

Co-operation  among  Farmers. 

Q.     Mr.  Watt ;    A.    Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
July  7,  1440. 

('rown  Jewels,  Loss  of. 

Qs.     Mr.  W.  Moore;    As,    Mr.  Birrell, 
July  2,  979. 


Development  Grant — Revised  Estimate. 
Q.     Mr.  Dillon;    A.     Mr.  Cherry,  July 
8,  1007. 

Education,  see  that  title. 

p]stimate8,  see  under  Supply. 

Evictions 

Reinstatement 


Ireland— fo»/. 

Proclaimed  Counties,  Constabulaxy  Forw 
in — Return  as  to  Cost,  Strength,  etc.» 
proposed. 
08.     Lord  Killanin,  July  7,  1424 ; 
Lord  Denm&n,  1432. 

Effect  of  Proclamation. 
Q,    Captain  Craig ;  A.    Mr.Hin«D» 
June  25,  101. 

Extra  Expenditure  involved  bj  Dii- 
turbances.  Method  of  Allocatiiigi 
Os.  Lord  Killanin^  J^f  U 
1424^1430,  1437 ;  Lori 
I>enman,  1429-1431;  Lnd 
Ashbourne,  1432-1435 ; 
Earl  of  Mayo,  1435-1437 ; 
Earl  of  Crewe,  1438. 

Queen*s  Colleges  —  Status  of  Professors, 
Q,    Captain  Craig  ;    A,     3fr.  HobhooR* 
July2,nZ. 
Trade  Commissioner  for  certain  Colooies. 
Q.     Mr.    Bohmd;     A,     Mr.    ChuichilU 
July  7,  1476. 

Trade    Mark    as    Evidence  Td    Origia, 
Acceptance  of.  4V 

Q,    ^Ir.Boland;   A.   Mr.^Chnichill,. 
June  SO,  571. 

Trade  Statistics,  Accuracy  of. 

Q,     Mr.  Boland  ;  A.     Mr.  T.  W.  RnsBell, 

June  25,  67. 
Q,    Mr.    Devlin;       A.    Mr.    Gbntehill, 
July  6,  1218. 

Irish  TJniyenities  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Standing  Committee  C.» 
Julu  " 


vly  8,  1683. 
Extern  Students. 
Q,    Mr.  J.  Murphy;     A.    Mr.  Binell» 
June  29,  327. 
Proposals  as  to. 
Q.    Captain   Craig;      A.    Mr.  BfnelU 

June  30,  586. 
Q.     Captain  Craig;     A.    Mr.  Aiqaitb, 
June  30,  588. 

Vatican  Opinion  of. 
Q.    Captain  Craig;     A,    Sir  K.  Qnjp, 

Applications,  System  of    dealing  June  30,  5GS. 

with. 

Q.     Mr.   Farrell;    A.     Mr. 
Birrell,  June  29,  339. 

Return  Presented,  July  3,  1082;  j  Italy 

July  6*,  1 147.  ^^^^  l^epoTt  Presented,  June  iSff»  3;  J^T 

i,  730. 


Isle  of  Man  (Cnstomt  Duties)  Bill 

c,  lR*,Julyl,7S0. 


Fairs,  Regulation  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Hoaly;     A.     Mr.  Birrell,  J?% 
r,  1451. 

Fi.sheries,  sec  th<it  title. 

Land  Acts,  Land  C/om  mission.  Land 
.liidges  Court,  and  Land  Purchase, 
sec  those  titles. 

Outrages  Reported  in  May. 
Qs.     Captain  Craig ;     As, 
June  26,  09. 


Mr.  Birrell, 


Police,   sec   Constabulary   and   Dublin   

Metropolitan  Police. 
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Jacoby«  Sir  J.  A.  [Derbyshire,  Mid.] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  Dito  of 
Taking,  June  29,  380. 

Strawberries  —  Price  charged  by  WH*^*^ 
Committee,  June  29^  371. 37S. 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord 

Criminal  Appeal  (Amendment)  BOlp  !■•» 
June  25,  21. 

Marriage  Act  (Amendment)  BiU^  !■»  Jmm 
30,  405. 


V«L  191.] 


KingBtonf  Improvement  ^  Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson  ;  A.    Ck>lonel 
Seely,  June  25,  81. 

89  Applications  for. 
Mr.  Hay  ;    A,     Mr.  Hobhouse,  JtUy 
2,972. 
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Kearley,  Sir  H.  'R.—ParliamerUaty  Secretary 
Board  of  Trade  [D.^vonport.] 
French  Tariff  Proposals,  July  8,  1658. 
Hamilton  Rock,  Lighting  of,  June  25,  89. 
Hop  Industry — Import  Duties,  June  25,  71- 


Jafttn 

Hok   Kaido— Report   Presented,  July 
1418. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  June  25, 3. 


7, 


Jaidine.  Sir  J.  [Roxbarghshire] 

Tobacco  GrowingKScotland)  Bill,  Can., 
June  26,  227. 

JemkillS,  Mr.  J.  [Chatham] 

Admiralty,  Deputations  to,  July  8, 1743. 

Jemsalem 

British  Post  Office. 

Q.    Mr.   J.    H.    Heaton;      A.    Sir   E. 
Grey,  July  1,  744. 

Johnson,  Mr.  W.  [Warwickshire,  Nuneaton] 

Taxation,  Local  —  Date  of  Transfer  of 

Levy  of  Licence  Duties,  July  8,  1643. 

Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Westmoreland,  Appleby] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Becom.,  July  6, 
1387-1389,  1394. 

War  Office  Contracts  for  Tartan  Cloth, 
July  2,  948. 

Westminster  Church  Army  March  on  4th 
April,  Dnmkenness  observed  during, 
July  2,  962. 

Jones,  Sir  D.  B.  [Swansea  District] 

Welsh  University  Report,  July  8,  1658. 

Jowett,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.  June  30,  656. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Lunerick] 

Foyn38 — ^Telegraphic  Address  of  O'Connor, 
July  8,  1678. 

Pilot  Pilotage 

Clyde  Pilot,  Charge  against,  June  29, 
374;  July  6,  1257,  1258. 

United  Kingdom  Pilots  Association, 
Deputation  of,  June  25,  90. 

Joynson-Hicks,  Mr.  [Manchester,  N.W.] 
Lights   on   Vehicles   Act — Application    to 

Harvesting  Vehicles,  July  6,  1245. 
Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  recom.  July  6,  1403. 

United  States  Tax  on  British  Travellers, 
July  6,  1238. 

Kavanaglu  Mr.  [Carlow] 

Land  Act  Sinking  Fund,  July  7,  1477. 
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Meat,  Railway  Charges  for  Conveyance  of». 
June  25,  91. 

Railways  —  Complaints    against    Carriage 
Doors  of  District  Company,  June  25, 90^ 

United  Kingdom  Pilots  Association,   De- 
putation of,  June  25,  90. 

Keighley  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  2r.*  June  29,  321. 

Kekewick,  Sir  G.  W.  [Exeter] 

Post  Office  Employment  of  Boy  Clerks,. 
July  6,  1255. 

Superannuation    (Post    Office    and^^War 

Office)  Act.  •        U 

Retirement  Age,  July  6,  1210.  ^  "^l^ 

Return  under  Clause  5,  July  6, 1209.  |^ 

Kennaway,   Et.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.  [Devon,, 

Honiton] 

Nigeria 

Northern — Spirit-Smuggling,  June  29> 
351. 

Southern 

Fines  paid  in  Gin,  June  29,  350. 
Spirit  Traffic,  Control  of,  June  29^ 
350. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  V.  P.  [Cavan,  W.] 

Tax  Revenue,  July  2,  935,  973. 

Eenyon,  Lord 

Commons  Bill,  2r.  July  2,  929. 

Kerry 

Evicted  Tenants  reinstated. 


Mr.  Flavin  ; 
1214. 


A.  Mr.  Cherry,  July  ^,. 


Kettle,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Tyrone,  E.] 

Education — Intermediate  Rules,  June  25,. 

67. 
Egypt 

Khedive — Visit  to  England,  June  2S,. 
85. 

Mohammed  Elal,   Case  of,   June  25, 
86,  87. 
Soudan — Sentence  on  Abdul  Kader,   June: 
25,  86. 

Kilbride,  Mr.  D.  [Kildare,  S.] 

Women's     Suffrage      Movement* — Prison. 
Treatment,  July  6,  1244. 


Kilbrin 

Case  of  J.  Nash. 

Q.     Mr.  Flynn  ;  A. 
935. 


Mr.  Birrell,  July  2^ 


i| 


Kil— Lam] 


^Kildorrery 

( 'ase  of  J.  MHjj:n?r. 
Q.      Mr.  Abraham 
Jnly  7,  1449. 


^illanin,  Lord 

Galway   Extra   Police,   Cliargo  for,     Jvly 

1424, 1427, 1428. 
Proclaimed  Counties 

(^onst-abulary  Force  in — Return  as  to 
Cost.  Strength,  etc.,  proposed, 
Julyl,  1424. 

Extra  Expenditure  involved  by  Dis- 
turbances. Method  of  Allocating, 
July  7,  1424-1430,  1437. 

lB[ilinurra7 

Police  Presence  at  Meeting 

Q.     Mr.  W.  Redmond  \  A.     Mr.  Cherry. 
July6A2\Z. 

Kiltoghert 

C-attle-drive — Division  as  to  Prosecution. 
Qh,     Mr.    Lonsdale:      As,     Mr.   Birrell, 

June  25, 109. 
Qs,     Mr.   Lonsdale ;     As,     Mr.   Cherry, 
Jvly  i,  772.  I 

Kimber,  Sir  H«  r^^'andsworth] 

Weir  Charity,  Administration  of,  June  30, 
583,  584. 

Kincaid-Smith,    Capt.    M.    [Warwickshire, 
Stratford-ui»on-Avon] 
Army 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Strength  of,  July  7, 
1454. 

Territorial  Force,  Strength  of,  July  7,  ' 
1454. 

National    Military  Training   (No.  2)    Bill, 
Ititro.,  July  7,  1481-1484. 

King  s  College,  London  (Transfer)  Bill 

r.  :}r.*  June  ;?•>,  48 

/.  Commons  Amendments,  Con*  June  29, 
203. 


INDEX. 
Jwne  25— «/ttZy  8. 

Labooren  (Ii 

Section  6  (i 
Mr.   Birrell,  Q.     Mr. 

Jytm 

Transactioi 
Q.    Mr. 
29,^ 


Lagos 

Railway  Li 

Q.     Mr. 

Jyly2 

Laidlaw,  Mr. 

Taxicabs,  { 

Lamb,  Mr.  £. 

India — Ja» 

Lambert,  Kr 
[Devon,  I 

Admiralty- 
M7. 

Australiao  < 
Schem< 

Coastouard 
ftdy  I 

Dockyards 
Service 

Eitimates, 
748. 

GrogRatioi 

Jylyl, 

"  Highflyer 
'*  Irresistibl 


Naval  Volui 
July  2, 

Wireless  Te 
Jtdy2, 

Lamington,  Li 

India 

Admini 

Educat 
65 

Press  i 
Kinnaird,  Lord 

N'urses  K"pistrati(m  Kill.  2r.,  July  0,  Uiil.  '  I'ftlttOnt,  Mr.  1 


Enockanes 

(as- of  I).  Hoalv. 
Q^.     Mr.  .1.  .Murphy 
Jn)i(  2-5,  104.  ' 

Korea 

B.-thcll  C'ast\ 
V-*.      Mr.  Sm»'atf>n  : 
J  fill/  2,  {)r}'2. 


Labour  Colonies 

llollesley  Bay.  Report  on. 
V.     Air.  J.*  R.   Macdniiahl  ; 
Strachoy.  July  2,  J»7<>. 
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A^.     Mr.  Birrell. 


-I.'*.     Sir  E.   Grry, 


A.     Sir  E. 


Arcadia** 
Teiritoi 

*'  (V>minonii 
to,  Jim 

Education 
AmendJ 

Hamilton   ] 
89. 

Local  Autho 
Bill,  Co 

Xaval  Volu] 
for,  Jnl\ 

West  Indiei 
25,  80. 


VoL  191.] 


SESSION  1908. 
J  wne  25 — July  8. 


[Lan— Law 


(narkshire    (Middle    Ward    District)  ]  Lane-Fox,     Mr.     G.     [Yorkshire,    W.R., 
Water  Order  Confirmation  Bill 

e.  3b.*  June  26,  217. 

L  iB.*  June  29,  294. 

3b.*  July  5,  1147. 

baarkihire  Tramways  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill 

L  1b.,  2b.  and  Com*  June  25,  3. 
3b.*  July  2,  901. 


UadAet,190S 

Bmking  Fund. 

Q,    Mr.  Kavanagh  ;  A. 
July  7,  1477. 


Mr.  Hobhouse, 


Land  Drainage  Provisional  Order  Bill 

_!.  Bep*  July  7.  1417. 

Com.  and  Bep*  July  8,  1593. 

•aad  Law  (Lreland)  Act,  1887 

Section  7,  Repeal  of,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Flynn;     A.     Mr.  Birrell,  June 
25,  106. 


•and  Purchase  (Ireland) 

{For    Partktdar    ^states,    etc.,     see     their 
Raines.] 

Adrftn':;e«^Retumfi   Presented,    June    29, 

295,  323  ;   July  6,  1148,  1208. 
Annuities 

Amount  Collectable. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr. 
Birrell,  June  30,  561. 

Arrears. 

Qs.     Mr.    W.    O'Brien;       As.     Mr. 
Ciierry,  July  8,  1637,  1666. 
Evidence  taken  before  Departmental  Com- 
mittee— Tabling  propiiBi-d. 

Os.  Earl  lA  Mayo*  Jitti/  2,  921), 
930;  Lor<l  rVnmnii.  i»2U;  Earl 
of  Crewe,  930. 

Fund,    Claims    upon    and    Payments    out 
of  to  31st  May,  1908. 
Os.     Earl  of  Donoiighmore,  June  25, 
23,  24  ;    Lord  Denman,  23. 

Funds,  Delay  in  Provision  and  Distribu- 
tion  of. 

Os.  Earl  of  Donoiighmore,  June  30. 
495. 

Stock — Amount  isHued,  etc. 

Q.     Mr.   G.    D.   Faber;      A.     Mr.   Hob- 
house,  July  8,  1676. 

Transactions. 

Q.     Mr.  Ffrench  ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Jwm 

26,  218. 
Q.     Mr.  Ginnell;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  July 

6,  1219. 

iiand  Values  (Scotland)  Bill 

/.  Bep.*  July  2,  902. 


Barkston  Ash] 
Army 

Horses,  Supply  of,  July  7,  1466. 

TerrilonAl  Force— Wet^T  Riding  Enlist. 
ment»,  »/"'^  7,  H^iO, 
Edticiition  (Local  Authorities)  Bill,  Con.^ 

Jidy  J.     130. 
Small    Holdings— Diflftcuky    in    obtaining 

Land,  June  29,  367. 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of 

Evicted  'IVmuitM  Irclrind)  Bill,  2b.,  June 
25,  9-13  ;   Com.,  July  8,  1600-1609. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  Bep.,  July  3, 

916-920. 
Nurses  Registration  Bill,  2b.,  July  6,  1201- 

1203. 

Lardner,  Mr.  J.  C.  B.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

National  School  Teachers*  Salaries,  Con- 
ditions of  Granting  Increase,  July  2, 
1047-1049. 

Law,  Mr.  A.  B.  [Camberwell,  Dulwich] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill. 
2r.,  JiUy  6,  1310-1325. 

Law,  Mr.  H.  A.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Dairies,  etc.,  Order,  Protests  against,  July 
3,  1089. 

Fisheries 

Cruisers  for  Protection  of,  June  25r 
57. 

Grant  from  Department,  June  25,  66. 

*.  II,. j.,      i>,.,,,;  ;.,,,,..■  June  25,  5%. 

Meenbanid,  Railway  Station  for,  July  7, 
1444. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29^ 
431  ;   July  J,  830. 

Sheephavcn  Bay,  Trawling  in,  June  25, 
58. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con., 
July  3,  1121. 

Law  Courts 

Accommoilatioii,  Inquiry  into  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    Alden;        A.     Mr.    Harcourt, 
June  25,  55. 

Irish  Funds,  Investment  of. 

Qs.     Mr.     J.     Mac  Wash  ;         As.     Mr. 
Cherry,  July  7,  1472. 

Supreme  Court  Rules — Order  in -Council 
Presented,  July  7,  1418,  1442. 

Law  Ouarantee  Trust  and  Accident  and 
United  Legal  Indemnity  Insurance 
Societies  Bill 

I.  Bill  not  to  be  Proceeded  with,  Jurte 
29,  293. 


Law-LloJ  INDEX. 

June  25 — July  8. 
Law  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill  |  Lewis,  Isla 


c.  Con*  Jidu  3,  1101. 

Poor  Rj 

sr.*  J  fill/ 3.  urn. 

Q.    M 

I,  lR.*J///y(!>,  1149. 

J 

Lea,  Mr.  H.  C.  [St.  Pancras,  E.] 

Rate  An 

Q8.      I 

Motor  Speed  Limit  in  London,  July  1, 

8: 

14G8. 

Rating  i 

Old-Apo   PenKions   Bill,   Becom.,  July  6, 

Os,    : 

1307  ;   July  7,  1530. 

Si 

Soldiers— Penal  Servitude  Cases  in  1907, 

Sanitary 

June  29 y  344. 

Q.  ii 

Westminster    Church    Army    March    on 

11 

4th  April,  July  6,  1241,  1242. 

Stomow 

Qs.  : 

Lee,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Hampshire,  Fareham] 

s 

Civil  Servants'  Territorial  Training  Leave, 

Upper  B 

July  6*,  123(). 

Q.    M 

Hamble  River  Navigation,  July  7,  1453. 

•?^ 

Naval    Education    and    Training — Inter- 

Licensing  : 

Lease     | 

ehangeability  System,  July  6',  1738. 

Persian  Legation  Cruards,  Payment  of  Cost 

Api 

of,  July  2,  950. 

Q 

Southampton  Territorial  Force  Association 

Poster,  July  G,  1224. 

Wine  Ti 

Q.    S 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill 

J 

l.  3r.*  Jf'Iy  <V,  1593. 

Lights  on 

Lehmann,    Mr.     R.    C.     [Leicester,    Market 

Harvest 

Harboroiigh] 

Q.  ai 

Salisbury  Plain — Land  Available  for  Small 

st 

Holdings,  July  fi,  1235. 

Limerick  C 

Leicester  Corporation  Bill 

Legality 
Q.    X 

L  3r.*  June.  29,  293. 

J 

Leith  Burgh  Bill 

Liquor  Tn 

L  3r.*  June  29.  293. 

Domino 

c.   iR.*  June  29,  322. 

Qs.    : 

2r.*  Julys.  1()30. 

81 

Leitrim 

Wine  an 

Q.    AJ 

Case  of  P.  Lyons. 

J 

Qji.     Captnin   Craig;      A.     Mr.    Birrell, 
June  2-h  9S. 

Liverpool  i 
Bill 

State  of. 

<^.     .Atr.    Lonsdale;       A.     Mr.    Cherrv, 

r.  3r.*« 

Jt'/y  S.  1073. 

/.  2r.*  % 

Levy,  Sir  M.  [I-ciccstershire,  Loiijrh borough. 

Lloyd-Oeor 

^    the  Hi 

Old-Airc  Pensions  Bill,  Com..  Julff  J.  813, 

Banks - 

835. 

Con 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Esti 

Evictions. 

(h.    Mr.  Weir.  Jiincj!').  123. 

Pra< 

Farms,  Arc;i  of. 

Q.     Mr.   \V,Mr:     J.     >[r.  Sinclair,  Jvhi 

Cider,  p 

V,  n;34. 

Custonw 

Migration  Sclicinc. 

Exe 

Qs,     yiv.     W.ir:         A.".     Mr.     Siic'nr. 

Kducati< 

Mr.  Spcakt  r,  July  L  7(>7.  ' 

of,. 

Qf,     Mr.     Wrir;         .1.*.     Mr.     Siiirlair. 

Ciovemii 

July  ;i.  Hisr>;    Jhly  S.  \{\{\\, 

pro 
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SKSSION  iy08. 
June  25 — July  8. 


[Llo— Loc 


Ssyd  George,  Bt  Hon.  J^,—cont. 

Income-tax 

Appeals,  Procedure  in  hearing,  July  7, 
1463. 

Betting  profits,  Assessment  of,  July  7, 
1464. 

Leases,  Payment  on  Renewal  of,  June 
30,  690. 

Iiocal  Authorities*  Loans,  Regulations  as  to, 
June  30,  559. 

National  Assurance  Company  of  Ireland 
— Case  of  Corrigan  v.  Read,  July  6, 
1212. 

National  Debt  Sinking  Fund,  Reduction  of, 
JiUy  6y  1211. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill.  Com.,  June  29,  381, 
382,  384,  393-399,  446,  449,  452, 
470,  471,  475,  476  ;  Jun^i  30,  594, 
611,  614-616,  642,  650-652,  655, 
662,  686,  687,  690-692  ;  July  i, 
781,  817-824,  836,  838,  841,  843- 
847,  851,  852,  854, 859-862 ;  July 
6,  1343-1346,  1368  ;  July  7,  1490, 
1511-1513,  1532,  1533,  1539, 
1540,  1544,  1545,  1551,  1552, 
1554,  1567-1570.  1572-1576; 
B^com,,July  6,  1379-1381,  1383- 
1385,  1393-1396. 

Clause  3  (6)  Males   likely   to   be  dis- 
qualified under,  June  29,  359. 

Cost  of  Scheme,  July  6, 1240. 

Disqualification  under,  July  6,  1239; 

Disqualification    Provisions,    July    7, 
1449. 

Friendly  Societies  Thrift  Certificates, 
July  2,  944. 

Naval    and    Military    Service,     Pro- 
visions as  to,  July  1,  744,  754. 

Pensions  Committee,  Appointment  of 
July  6,  1219. 

Pension  Officers,  Selection  of,  July  7, 
1448. 

Kevenue  and  Expenditure — ^Tax  Revenue, 

July  2,  936. 
Savings  Bank — Effect  of  State-aid,  July  2, 

945. 
Sugar  Refineries,  Cost  of  Supervising,  June 

25,  62. 
Taxation,    Local — Collection    of    Licence 

Duties,  June  25,  62  ;  July  8,  1643. 
Tobacco — Manufacture   Regulations      and 

Licences  Granted,  June  25 y  70. 
Unemployed  Grant,  June  25,  63 ;  June  29, 

359. 
Universities,  Welsh,  Grants  to,  July  2,  944. 

ocal  Authorities 

Accounts,  Audit  of. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr.  Burns,  July 
7,  1467. 
Debt,  Increase  of. 

Oa,  Vise ount  Wolverhampton,  Jm71€ 25, 26. 
Loans,  Regulations  as  to. 
\t^Q.  Sir  T.  Roe;     A.  Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
June  30,  559. 
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Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
BUI 

c.  Con.,  June  26,  233. 

3e.*  June  26,  278. 
I.  In.*  June  29,  295. 

Local  Authorities  (Advertising)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  July  7,  148L 

Local  Government  Board 

President — Rt.  Hon.  John  Bums. 
Parliamentary    Secretary — ^Mr.    C.    F.    G. 
Masterman. 

Local  Governmeut  Board,  Scotland 

Work    of — Delay    in    effecting  ^Reforms , 
alleged. 

Os.  Mr.  Morton,  June  25,  179-182. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898 

Section  122  (2)— Surplus  of  Fee  Fund. 
Q.  Mr.  Moore;    A.  Mr.  Birrell,  July  2, 
940. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  iB.*  July  2,  988. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1)  Bill. 

c.  2e.*  July  1,  737. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  2)  Bill 

c.  2e.*  July  1,  737. 

Local  Government  (Ir  aland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill 

c.  2R.,June30,55Q, 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  4)  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Ck)mmittee»  July  2^ 
901. 

Com.  and  Bep.*  July  6,  1146. 

3r.*  July  7,  1418. 
c.  IB.*  July  7,  1440. 

Local   Government   Provisional   Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill 

c.  Bep.*July2,9S2. 

3r.*  July  3,  1081. 

/.  In.*  July  6,  1146. 


Provisional   Orders 


Local    Government 
(No.  9)  Bill 

c.  Bep*  June  25,  49. 
Con.*  June  26,  217. 

Local   Government   Provisional   Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  June  25,  49. 

Con.*  June  26,  217. 

3r.*  June  29,  321. 
/.  iR.*  June  30,  494. 


June  25— Jttiy  8. 
Provisional   Orders  '  London  TTnitc 


Local   Oovemment 
(No.  11)  Bill 

c.  Rep*  June  25,  49. 

Zvi*Jun€2n,2\l. 

I.   IR.*  Juru:  20,  294. 


Local  Go7emmeat  Scotland  (No.  2)  Bill 

Legislative  Proposals  for  Replacing. 

Qs.  Major    Anstruther-Gray ;      Aa.  Mr. 
Sin*^lrtir.  Jit/y  2,  974.  1 

Local   Registration   of  Title    (Ireland) ; 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  Rc|)ort   from   Standing  Committee   A,  ' 

Jrdy  7,  780.  I 

Con*  July  2,  1080.  ! 
/.   \R*July6,  1149. 

Date  of  proooeJing  with. 
Oh.  Mr.  Miildoon,  July  2,  1080.  ! 

I 

Local  Taxation 

See  under  Taxation. 

Lockwood,  Rt.  Hon.  LtCol.  A.  [Essex,  | 

Kppinj^l  j 

Civil   Servi(!e — Territorial   Force   Training  | 

Facilities,  June  29,  329.  , 

01d-a«o  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  30,  643  ;  i 
JiUyl,S0S;July7,  1528.  |  | 

Spies  ! 

Legislative  Proposals  for  Dealing  with,  i 
July  S,  1G81.  • 

Rumours  as  to,  July  6,  1230. 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

Ansell,  W.  E.,  Case  of,  June  25,  72. 

Discharges  in  1908,  July  6,  1229. 

London 

Street  Traffic,  see  tfial  title,  i 

London,  Gonnty  of  j 

Charities — Return  Presented,  July  8,  1632  ' 

London  Gonnty  Conncil  (General  Powers) ' 
BUI 

/.  2r.*  June  29,  293. 

London  Gonnty  Conncil  [Money]  Bill 

c.  'Ar.,  June  30,  709. 
/.    \ii*  July  1,  729. 
2vL.*  July  S,  1593. 

London  Gonnty  Conncil  [Tramways  and 
Improvements]  Bill 

r.  Jicp.*  July  7,  1439.  i 

London  and  District  Electricity  Snpply 

/.   Report  from  Select  Committee,  July  6, 
1140. 

London  Forts  and  Docks^Bill 

f.  Order    for    Second    lieading    and    Bill 


Withdravm,  June  25,  48. 
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London  TTnlvc 

Position  of. 
Qa.     Mr. 

Colli 
29,1 

Stotuto  4, 
Oa,     Mr. 

Long,  Bt.  Hoi 

Education 

Commi 
10 

Nation 
Co 
Ju 

Old-age  Pc 
385,  'i 
June  S 
783-78 
1348-1 
I  1541-1 

Longford 

Evicted  Tei 
Q.     Mr. 
July 

Stato  of. 
Qa.     Mr. 

i  Mr.  < 

I  Lonsdale,  Mr. 

Armagh — i 
j  25,  lie 

Australian 
j  Scheme 

I  Cattle-drivi 

I  Cases  u 

Effect 
Ofi 

Clare,  State 

Dundrum 
Partici] 

Ennis  Cou 
Awardc 
Cattle, 

Germany,  < 
Bread! 

Irish  Estim 
1681. 

Killtoghert 
Julyl, 

Labourers 
under, 

Lei  trim,  Sti 

Longford,  S 

Moate   Catt 

during, 

Morocco — C 
June  2 
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Midale,  Mr.  J.  B.—cont. 

Fktanto   Act,    1907— Working  of   Section 

27,  Jyly  1,  764. 
Ratlidowney  Disturbance  on  20th    inst., 

June  29,  328. 
Rathmddy — Outrage    at    House    of    M. 

Glynn,  June  25,  108. 
Telephone  Mouthpieces,  Disease  Germs  in, 

June  29,  363. 

evd  Chamberlain 
Vi9eauni  Altharp. 

evd  Chanoellor 

Lord  Lorebum. 

ord  Cadef  Justioe 

Lord  Alver atone. 

ord  Great  Chamberlain 

Marquess  of  Chdmondeley. 

ord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

ord  President  of  the  Council 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Tweedmouth, 

ord  Privy  Seal 

McNrquess  of  Bipon. 


SESSION  1908. 
June  25 — July  8. 

Lovat,  Lord—cont. 


[I 


Mr.  Asquith,  July 


oris-Lieutenant 

System  of  appointing. 
Q.     Mr.  Hunt ;    A. 
8,  1682. 


Orebnm,  Lord — Lord  Chancellor. 

LVimiDal    Appeal    (Amendment)   Bill,   2r., 
Juiu:  fa,  2i\     aa.,  June  30,  497. 

Criminal  Proceed ure—'DeJftv«  in  Cases  of 
Retrial.  J  urn  2n,  316-318* 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  Hep.,  July  3, 
907-911,  926. 

Militiamen  who  have  not  Enlisted  in  the 
Special  Reserve,  Position  of,  July  i, 
735^737. 

onth  and  East  Coast  Railway  (Transfer) 
Bill 

/.  3r.*  June  30,  494. 

r.  Lords'  Amendts.,  Con.*  July  6,  1205. 

ovat,  Lord 

Army  Territorial  Force 

Brigade    Staff,    Allowances,    July    8, 
1615. 

Hon^e^ — Condi  lions  attached  to  Grant, 
July  S      615. 

M^di'^^l    EiEumifution— Rf^ducticm    of 
I  /    ^         1616. 

Mobilisation    Arrangements,    July    8, 
1617. 
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Army  Territorial  Force— co 
Permanent  Staff  Grievi 
1614. 

Training  Kit,  Economic 
July  8,  1616. 

Horses — Census  of  all  Avail; 
Great  Britain  and  IreL 
July  6,  1176,  1177,  lU 

Yeomanry 

Netheravon  School,  Abe 

8,  1613. 
Training  and  Drill  Reg 
8,   1629. 

Lowther,  Bt.   Hon.  J.  W. 

Penrith] 

[For  Rulings  as  Speaker,  see 
and  Questions.]    . 

Lucas,  Lord 

Under-Secretary  of  Stale  fo 

Territorial  Force 

Brigade     Staff     Allowai 
1622. 

Horse  Grant,  Condition 
July  8,  1623. 

Medical    Examination— 

Ftn^s.  J  till/  8,  1624 

Mobilisation    Arrangem 
1625. 

Permanent  Staff  Grie 
1622. 

Training  Kit,  Economi 
July  8,  1623. 

Training  and   Drill  Regulai 

1627. 
Yeomanry 

Netheravon  School,  Abe 
8,  1622. 

Pay  of  Officers  transfe 
torial  Force,  July  , 

Squadron    Drill    Pay, 
July  8,  1626,  1629. 

Lunacy 

R'jp>rt  (1908)  Presented,  J 
323. 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.; 

C'lomnirry  Estate,  Situatior 
978. 

I  Dickson  Estate — Disposal  of 

I  July  2,  977. 

I  Lupton,  Mr.  A.  [Lincolnshire,  S 

I  Cider,  Proof  Spirit  in,  June 

\  Incest  Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  28 

!  Post  Office  Vaccination  R 

1  3,  1084. 


Lut— McL] 


Xuttrell,  Mr.  H.  F.  [Devon,  Tavistock] 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con, 
July  3,  1109,  1112. 


Xynch,   Mr.    H.  F.    B.    [Yorkshire,    W.R. 
Ripon] 

Macedonian    Reform     Proposals — Tabling 
of  Agreement,  July  2,  957. 

Persia 

Regan,  Afghan   Occupation  of,  June 
29,  354. 

Situation  in,  June  25,  88 ;    June  30, 

569. 
Tabling  of  Papers,  July  7,  1460. 

Teheran  Legations,  Troops'Guarding, 
June  29'y  356  ;  July  2,  956. 

Lyttelton,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  [St.  George's,  Han- 
over  S<iuare] 

(^JcniiJinv,   Report  on  Cost  of  Living  in, 
July  6,  1250. 

Old-age    Pensions    Bill,     Com.,    June   30, 
593  ;    July  1,  794,  819,  823,  841. 

McArtHur,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Liquor  Traffic  —  Wine  and  Spirit  Mer- 
chants* Licences,  July  2,  985. 

<  )ld.Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  1,  847, 
854  ;    Con.y  July  7,  1526. 

McCartie  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.   J.  Murphy;     A.     Mr.   Birrell, 
June  25,  104. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  A.  M.  [Falkirk  BnrghsJ 

Xiivv  Estimates,  Time  Allotted  to,  June 

29,  343. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Leicester] 

Congo     Free     State — Protestant     Mission 
Sites,  July  2,  955. 

Fairfield  Shipbuilding  Company,  Prosecu- 
tion of,  J  m/// (>,  1240. 

Hollesloy  Bay,  Report  on,  July  2,  970. 
Old-age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    June   29, 
404-408,  469  ;  June  30,  693. 

I. 
Mackamess,  Mr.  F.  C.  [Berkshire,  Newbury] 
Ejzypt  —  Special  Tribunal  Decree,  June 

30,  567. 

India 

Mohmand  Rising  —  L«sue  of  Papers, 

June  30,  565. 
Press  Act  VII.  of  1908. 

Interpretation   of,   June  25,   78, 
79. 

Report  of  Debates  on,  June  30, 
565.  nj»a^ 

Small  Holdings  Inquiries,  Hour  for  Hold- 
ing, June  30,  581 ;  July  2,  970. 
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June  25 — July  8. 

McKenna,  Bt  J^on.  'BL—Fint  Lord  of  Ik 
Admiralty  [Monmouth,  X.] 

Aden  Guard  Ship^  June  26, 7i. 

Admiralty 

Coal,  Expenditure  on,  Jii^  0, 1224. 

Ckintracts  —  Wages  paid  by  Moon. 


Waoea  i 
Armstrong,  Whitworth  and  Co., 
June  29,  341,  342. 

Fires,  Loss  and  Damage  by,  Jum  25, 
72,73. 

Casual  ties  Return,  Contlnaanoe  of,  Jmne 
25,  74,  76,  76. 

Chatham  Dockyard  Store — Joiners'  woilt 
done  by  Labourers,  July  7»  1452. 

Coastguard 

Fife  Seryice,  Decision  as  to,  J«/v  J, 
1650. 

Summer  Manoeuvres,  Employment  in, 
June  29,  342. 

Collisions,  Record  of,  June  29, 343,  344. 

''Commonwealth,"    Cost    of   Repairs  to^ 
June  25,  73. 

Crews,  Men  available  for,  July  8,  If 51. 
"  Defence  "  Detenticm  of,  July  8,  1651. 
Dockyards — Facilities    for    men    to  join 

Territorial  Force,  June  26,  73. 
Education  and   Training 

Cadets  and  Complements  of  l^aimng 
Cruisers,  June  26,  220. 

Cost  to  Parents,  July  8,  1703-1705. 
Interchangeability    System — ^Inqsiiy 
proposed,  July  8,  170(1-1709. 
Engineers — Mechanicians,    New    ll^iiiiiig 
Scheme,   July  8,    1706,    1706^    1700, 
1710. 

Estimates,  Time  allotted  tQ,  Jum  29,  34S. 
Greenwich  Hospital  Pension  Giievanoef, 
July  8,  1743. 

Hamble  River  Navigation,  Julm  7.  14631 
1454. 

Helmsdale  Harbour,  State  oi,  July  8,  ICfiOi 
Officers,    Orders   bestowed    fln.   in   1907, 
June  29,  334. 

Old.Age   Pensions   Bill,   Com.^  Jmb  9, 

672-674. 

Portsmouth  Docl^ard  Medioal   Amafie. 
ments,  June  29,  333. 

Rosyth  Works— Sinking  of  Qrlindar.  Jab 
8,  1650,  1651. 

Stewards  and  Cooks,  Penaioa  CUais  cf. 
July  7,  1446. 

'* Victoria    and    Albert"    Boynl    Tncht, 
Future  of,  Jidy  1,  741. 

Volunteer   Reserve,  Samdy   of    Kits  to^ 
June  30  662. 

McLaren,  Sir  C.  B.  B.  [Lmeatar,  Bomraiai 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hoon)  OfaL   SI  BUL 
2r.,  July  6,  1307-1310. 


Vol  191.] 

Eaolean,  Mr.  D.  [Bath] 

Incest  Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  282. 


SESSION  1908. 
June  25 — July  8. 


[Mac— Mar 


laonamara    Dr.    T.    J.  —  Secretary    to    the 
Admiralty  [Camberwell,  N.] 

Education  and  Training 

Cost  to  Parents,  July  8,  1734,  1735. 

Interchangoablitity     System — Inquiry 
proposed,  July  8,  1730-1736. 

Engineers — Mechanicians,  New  Training 
Scheme,   July  S,    1737,   1738. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Cow.,  June  26,  249,  263,  273. 

Marines — Working  of  New  Training  Scheme 
July  Sy    1735. 

lacNeill,  Mr.  J.  G.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Bank  of  Irelind  and  Government  Busi- 
ness, July  8,  1677. 

Bustard  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  July  7, 
771. 

D'Angely  Case,  July  6,  1247. 

National  Assurance  Company  of  Ireland — 
Case  of  Corrigan  r.  Read,  July  5, 1211. 

Naval  Officers,  Dissension  among,  July  5, 
1652. 

Savings  Banks  —  Efifect  of  State-aid,  July 
2,  944. 

Teenan*8  Estate  —  Sale  Proposals,  July  2, 
940. 

Uganda  Railway  —  Return  as  to  Ex- 
I)enditure,  July  2.  944. 

Women's  Suffrage  Movement  —  Prison 
Treatment,  July  6,  1244. 

llacVeagh,  Mr.  J.  [Down,  s.i 

Banks  —  Unclaimed  Balances 

Compulsory  Statement  proposed,  June 
25,  64. 

Estimate  of,  June  29,  357,  358. 

I'hancery  Court,  Valuables  Lodged  with, 
July  7,  1474. 

Condition  of  Ireland  —  Government 
Attitude.  June  SO,  585. 

Daily  Mail  Telegrams  sent  to  Members, 
July  S,  1657. 

<Joverument  I'nclaimeil  Stock  —  Return 
l)roi>osed,  July  6,  1238,  1239. 

Liiw  Courts  —  Investment  of  Irish  Funds, 
July  7.  1472,  1473, 

Polling  I)i>;tricts  and  Registration  of 
Voters  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con.,  June  26, 
2<M),  291. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Unclaimed 
Balances,  Record  of,  June  30,  573, 
574. 

Post  Office  Stores  Contracts,  July  7,  1444, 
1445;   July  8,  1633. 

.School,  Roll  No.  1950.  Circuit  9,  Section 
A.,  Teaching  in,  July  3,  1086. 
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Macclesfield    and    District    Tramways 
(Abandonment)  Bill 

c.  Bep.*  June  25,  49. 

Con.*  June  30,  556. 

3r.*  J^dy  3,  1081. 
/.  \^*  July  6,  1146. 

Macedonia 

Reform  Proposals  —  Tabling  of  Agreement. 
Qs,     Mr.    Lynch;      As,     Sir    E.    Grey, 
July  2,  957. 

Madagascar 

Indentured  Labour  for  the  Transvaal. 
Q.     Mr.  Hay;    A,     Colonel  Seely,  Jidy 
2,950. 

Maddison,  Mr.  F,  [Bumley] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  30, 
646  ;  July  1,  840,  842  ;  Recom.,  July 
6,  1404. 

Madras  Landed  Estates  Bill  , 

Sanction  of  Indian  Government. 

Q.     Mr.     Rees ;        A,     Mr.    Buchanan, 
July  2,  950. 


Maghera 

Constabulary  Transfers. 
Q.     Mr.  Devlin;    A. 
2,  937. 


Mr.  Birrell,  July 


Mail  to  Charing  Cross  Improvement 

Information  as  to. 

Qs,  Mr.  W.  Rutherford,  Major 
Anstruther-Gray ;  As,  Mr.  L. 
Harcourt,  June  30,  571. 


Malt 

Im|)ortation    (1903-1907). 
Q.     Mr.    Barnard;      A. 
July  3,  1086. 


Mr.   Churchill, 


Man,  Isle  of 

Accounts  (1907-1908)  Presented,  June  29, 
323. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill 

/.   2r.*  June  29,  293. 

Marble  Arch 

Coffee  Stall,  Removal  of. 

Q.     Major  Anstruther  -  Gray  ;    A .     Mr. 
Harcourt,  June  25,  55. 

Marines,  Royal 

New  Training  Scheme,  Working  of. 
Os.     Sir   J.     Herbert,    July    8,     1726- 
1728  ;    Dr.  Macnamara,  1736. 


Markham,   Mr. 

Mansfield] 


A.    B.    [NottinghaniHhire, 


Admiralty  Expenditure  on  Coal,  July  6, 
1224. 

Coal  Mine?  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill,  2b. 

July  6,  1283,  1296-1302. 
Motor  Speed  Limit  in  London,  Jti/y  7,*1467. 
49  3  T 
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INDEX. 

J%ine  25 — July  8. 


Marks,  Mr.  0.  C.  [Cornwall,  Launoeston] 
Naval    Intcrchangoability   System  —  In- 
quiry proposed,  July  8,  1728-1730. 

Marriage  Act  (Amendment)  Bill 

/.  2r.  and  Bill  Withdrawn,  June  30,  495. 

Marriages  Provisional  Order  Bill 

r.  Bep,*  June  25,  49. 

3r.*  June  26,  217. 
/.  iR*  Ju7ie  29,  2\)4. 

Married  Women's  Property  Bill 

f.  Con.*  Jw/yi,  899. 

Masterman,  Mr.   C.  F.   G. — [Parliamentary 

Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 

West  Ham,  N.] 

Looal  AuthoritieH  (Admission  of  the  Press) 

Bill.   Con.,  June  26,   235,   240,   243, 

244.  240.  254,  259,  205,  208,  270,  277. 

Milk  Bill,  Proposals  us  to,  June  29,  303. 

Milk  Siii)ply — Export  of  Condensed 
Skimmod  Milk  from  Certain  Coimtries, 
June  25,  92,  93. 

Xorthumherland — School  Site  between 
Westerhope  and  North  WarbotUe, 
June  29,  3(i2  :   July  2,  9r>0.  907. 

Old-ape  Pensicms  Bill,  Com.,  June  29, 
423-42S,  472,  474 ;  Juh/  7,  789-794, 
817,  833,  8<>8. 

Unemployed  ()ffi'*ers.  Procedure  in  Dis- 
missing. June  25,  91,  92. 

l^nemplovment  Statistics  'or  Mav,  Jul /  2, 
lHi5,'9t)0. 

Maybery  Estate 

Evicteil  Tenants. 
Q.     Mr.  Boland; 
25,  54 


J.     Mr.  Birrell,  ,/MMf 


Mayo,  Earl  of 

Evict iHi    Tenants  (Ireland)   Bill.  2r.,  June 

25,  4-9 ;    Com.  July  S,  1004.  1009. 
Land    Purchase — Evidence    taken    before 

Dc|Nirt  mental     Committee,     July    2, 

029.  930. 
Nurses  Registration  Bill.  2r.,  July  6,  12lU. 
Pnx'laimtHl   Counties — Extra   Ex|)enditure 

involvtnl    bv    Disturbances,    July    7, 

14.35-1437.  * 

Meagher,  Mr.  M.  [Kilkenny,  X.J 

liibourors    (Ireland)     Act — Interpretation 
of  Section  0  (2),  June  25,  104. 

Meat  Supply 

Beef.  Cause  for  Shortage  in. 
Q.     Mr.  CooiK'r :     Si.     Sir  E.  Stnwhey, 
J  nil:   25,  00. 
In  piiry   proposed. 
Qt.     Mr.     Bowcrman.     lA-»nl    R.    CetMl : 
-N.     Sir  E.  Sinwhev.  June  30,  582. 
Q.     Lord  R.   Civil:     A\     Mr.  Asquiih, 
Vm'v  N,  l»iSO. 
Railway  I'liarges  for  Conveyance. 

{>.      Sir.     Coo^k^r;  I.     Mr.     Kearlev. 

Ju'uy5,  \MK 
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Meath,  Earl  of 

Missing  Shi] 
in  Casef 
1160. 

Meehan,  Mr.  P 

Gore- Booth  : 

West  Estate 
1450. 

Meenbanid 

Railway  Stal 

Q.    Mr.  I 

JtUy  i 

Members  of  Pa 

O)lonial  Pen 
7,  1442. 

Menzies,  Mr.  TH 

Fisheries  — 
Rivers, 

Merchant  Ship] 

Desertions  u 

Betium  ] 

Os.     ] 

3< 

3] 

3] 

Diseipline,  A 

Os.     Lord 

Locd 

Marqu 

Foreign  Sys 
Aid,  etc 
Os.  ] 
34 
L 
M 
L 

Missing  Ship 
CMes  of 
Os.  ] 
i] 
B 
M 
E 
E 
oi 

Seamen    Disi 

Passage 

Q.    M 

Cl 

Sunday  Labc 

Os,  "  Lord 

Bisho] 

Hamil 

War    Risks. 
Report 
Jnne  S9. 

Mtrthyr  Tydfil 

f.    COH.*  Juli 

3R.*  July  t 
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Ketropolitan  Commons  Provisional  Order 
Bill 

/.  Rep*  July  7,  1417. 

Com.  and  Be  p.*  July  S,  1593. 

Metropolitan  District  Bailway  Bill 

c.  2iL*  June  29,321. 
Rep.*  July  7.  1439. 


Meysey-Thompson,   Mr.   E.    C,     [Stafford- 
shire, Handsworth] 

Navy  Grog  Ration,  Allowance  in  Lieu  of, 
proposed,  July  i,  748,  749. 

Mexico 

Trade  Report  Presented,  July  i,  730. 

Middlemore*  Mr.  J.  T.  [Birmingham,  N.] 
Old-age    Pensions     Bill,    Com.,    June    29, 
422  ;    July  6,  1354. 

Midleton,  Viscount 

Afghanistan,  British  Policy  in,  June  30, 
538-540. 

Bengal,  Partition  of,  June  30,  540-543. 

Poor  Law  Reform,  Necessity  for,  June  25, 
42. 

Taxation,  Local  —  Increased  Burdens 
thrown  on  Rates,  etc.,  June  25,  40- 
44. 

Yeomanry  Officers  Transferred  to  Terri- 
torial Force,  Fay  oi,  July  S,  1627, 1628. 

Mildmay*  Mr.  F.  B.  [Devonshire,  Totnes] 
Old-age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    June    30, 
633-636,  655. 

Militia 

Disbanded   Units — Disposal  of   Officers. 
Q.     Captain  Craig ;     A,     Mr.  Haldane, 
June  26,  221. 

Position  of  Men  who  have  not  Enlisted 
in  the  Special  Reserve. 
08.     Duke  of  Bedford,  July  1,  734  ; 
Lord  Loreburn,  735-737. 


SESSION  1908.  [Met—Moo 

June  25 — July  8. 

MitchellThomson,  Mr.  W.—cont. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com,,  June  29, 
468.  471. 

Transvaal  Mines — Mortality  Statistics,  June 
29,  352  ;  July  1,  753. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in,  June  25,  128-137,  163. 

Trespass  Act  of  1865,  Application  of» 
June  25,  133, 


Milk  Bill 


Proposals  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  E.  A.  Strauss  ;  .4. 
man,  June  29,  363. 


Mr.  Master- 


Milk  Sapply 

Skimmed  Milk,  Condensed — Export  from 
Certain  Countries. 

Qa,     Mr.  Flynn ;    As.     Mr.  Master- 
man,  June  25,  92. 

Mitchell-Tliomson,   Mr.  W.   [Lanarkshiie, 

N.W.] 

Glasgow    Unemployed,     Opportunity    for 
Discussion,  July  8,  1784. 

"  Highflyer,"  H.M.S.,  Repairs  to,  July  1, 
746,  747. 

Honduras,   British — Railway  Construction 
Petition,  July  1,  753. 

Jamaica  —  Kingston  Improvement  Pro- 
posals, June  25,  81. 
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134. 

Moate 

Cattle-drive,  Cruelties  Perpetrated  during. 
Q.     Mr.    Lonsdale ;       A.     Mr.    Cherry, 
July  1,  774. 

MoltenOi  Mr.  P.  A.  [Dumfriesshire] 

Suea  Canal  Revenue — Adjustment  of  Sur- 
plus, June  29,  330. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in,  June  25,  185-187. 

Monaghan  Estate 

Disposal  of  Untenanted  Land. 

Q.     Captain    Craig ;      A,     Mr.    Birrell* 
June  25,  102. 

Mond*  Mr.  A.  [Chester] 

Volunteer  Long- Service  Medal,  Award  of, 
July  7,  1455. 

Money,  Mr.  L.  G.  C.  [Paddington,  N.] 
Old-age    Pensions    Bill,    Com,,    June 
609. 


30, 


Montaen,    iMr.    £.     S.     [Cambridgeshire, 
Chesterton] 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act. 

Demand  for  Small  Holdings,  Method 
of  Ascertaining,  July  2,  969. 

Expenses,  Pajrment  of,  June  30,  579. 

Schemes — Number     submitted,     July 
2,968. 


A.    Sir.  E.  Grey, 


Montenegro 

British  Representation. 
Q.     Mr.  Bottomley  ; 
June  25,  84. 

Mooney  Mr.  J.  J.  [Newry] 

Cork    Corporation    Surcharges,    June    30, 

587. 
National  School  Teachers — Grievances  of. 

Transition  Teachers,  June  25,  67. 

Newry  Extra  Police  on  21st  Inst.,  June  29, 

376,  377. 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con,, 

July  3,  1108,  1110,  1112,  1116,  1119, 

1120,  1125. 

Moore,  Mr.  W.  [Armagh,  N.] 

Crown  Jewels,  Loss  of,  July  2,  979. 

Crumlin  Post  Office  Charge  Clerk,  Jtt/y  6, 
1209. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898—* 
Surplus  of  Fee  Fund,  July  2,  940. 

3x2  [eaiU. 


Moo— Mor] 


Moore,  Mr.  W—couf. 

National  Sfho  '!  Teachers. 

Civil  Rigli's  of,  July  2,  1()3(),  1037. 

Sularies,  Conditions    of   granting    In- 
rroase,  July  2,  1035,   1038. 

Pollin-^  Ditricts  and  Registration  of  Voters 
(Tr-'lmd)  Bill,  Cow.,  Junt  20,  290, 
21)1. 

Moray  Firth 

Fisheries,  Protection  of. 

Q.     Mr.     Moiton;        .4.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
July  7,  770. 

Trawling   Xegotiationa. 

0.i.  Sir  a;  Bignold,  July  A\  1744-1748  ; 
Mr.  WiJliamHon,  1748-1751  ;  Major 
Anstruther-Cray,  1751,  1752.  Mr. 
II.  L.  Harms  worth,  1753 ;  Mr. 
A.  S.  Wilson,  1754;  Mr.  A.  Bryce, 
1755  ;  Captain  Waring,  1750-1758  ; 
Mr.  Power,  1758;  Mr.  Sutherland. 
1759-17(^5:  Captain  A.  Murray, 
17<>5:  Mr.  Mortrm,  1706-17(51); 
Sir  E.  (;roy.  1709-1774;  Mr.  C.  E. 
P/i.e,  1770;  Mr.  Piric,  1774; 
Mr.  J.  V.  Wason,  1775-1777;  Mr. 
M.  "Ferguson,  1777,  1778  ;  Mr.  Weir, 
1 778-1 7S0;  Mr.  Sinclair,  1780- 
17S2. 
Q^.  Mr.  Moi-ton,  Mr.  C  E.  Price,  Major 
Austruther-CJray ;  As.     Sir     E. 

(irev,   June  2^,   83. 
Q.     Mr.'Pirie;     .4.     Mr.  Sim  lair,  July 
6',  1258. 

Morley  Et.   Hon.  Yiscount— Secretary  of 

State  for  India 

Administrative  Policy,  June  30,  529-533.    | 

Afghanistan.  j 

Anglo- Russian  Agreement^ — Attitude  of 
Ameer,  June  SO,  528.  ' 

British  Policy  in,  June  30,  528.  ' 

Pa|)er8  relating  to — Tabling  i)roposed,  ' 
Jujie  30,  555,  556.  | 

Bengal  Partiti(m  of,  June  30,  525.  , 

Condition  of — Causes  of  unrest,  etc.,  i 
June  30,  523,  529.  ; 

Frontier     Disturbances,    Causes    of,    etc., 
June  30,  527. 


INDEX. 
June  25-^M/y  8. 

Morpethi  VUcou 

Local  Authorit 
Bill.  Con., 
274. 


Fuller,    Sir   Bami)fylde — Circumstances  of 
Resignation,  June  30,  526. 


Morocco 

Clark  Kennedy,  Mr.,  Ca])ture  of. 

Qs.     Major  Anstruther-Crav.  Mr.  Ijona- 
di.h'.  Mr.  Ashley;  Av.  \Sir  E.  (irev,  i 

Jiuu2-Ki<\).       '  "     I 

Postal  F.i.i!  it  ic«-  -Cash-on- Deli  very  System. 
(J.     Major    An^ti-utber-Cray ;    '  A\     Mr. 
Huxton.   July  2,   967.'  ' 

Morpeth,  Viscount  [Bimiingham,  s. j 

DividiriLT   S-xiftics,    \'aluation   of,   Jclt/   7. 
1472. 

Ivhu'ation    (L'xral    Authorities)    Hill,    Con., 
July  J,  1129,  1133. 


Old -Age  Pensii 

Summary  Jurii 
July  3,  11 

MorreU,  Mr.  P.  [ 

Bishops  Lydca 
June  30,  5\ 

Dorchester  Sm 
30f  677,  57 

Housing,  Towi 
])08al8  as  t 

Small   Holding 
309; 

Equipmeni 

Inquiries, 
30,  58i 

Refusals, 
369. 

•Schemes 

Date 
3C 

Delay, 

37 

S.nall  Holdings 

Administn 

Expenses, 

So.norset  Coun 
Committt»e- 
June  30,  6* 

Thames 

Conservam 
Jnly  ] 
July  7, 

Places  Abu 
June  2 

Wheatley  Scho< 
dance  of,  J 

Wo.uen's  Suflfr 
Treatment, 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  C. 

Army  Estimate 
Jidy  8, 166 

Criminal  Procc 
Simpson,  J 

K.nbo  Pier  Impi 

Fisheries  —  O 
June  26,  12: 

Helmsdale  Harl 

Jjocal  Govern  u 
Delay  in  c 
June  25.  17 

Moray  Firth 

Fisheries,  ] 

Trawling  - 
June  2 
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Morton,  Mr.  A,  C.—cont, 

Old  Shoremore  Harbour,  Improvement 
of,  July  7,  701). 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary 
Boroughs),  Bill,  Con.,  July  2,  lOtK. 

Port  Skerra  Pier  Improvement,  July  7, 
770. 

Supply,  Scottish  —  Opportunity  for 
Discussion,  Ju7ic  25,  216. 

Sutherland 

Education  Grant,  July  8,  1602. 

Roads.  Maintenance  of,  July  7,  769. 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill,  Con., 
Jun€'J6r22(\;   June  26,231,232. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in,  jMwe  1^5,  177,  179,  183. 

Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  etc.,  Bill 

/.   Sr*  Ju'yO,  1145. 

Motors  ! 

Foreign  Law  and  Practice. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  C.  Wason  ;   A.     Sir  E.  Grey.  ! 

July  7,  1400.  ] 

Omnibus  I 

Accidents  in  April  and  May.  | 

Q.     Mr.    Alden ;       .4.     Mr.    Glad-  : 

stone,  July  2,  962.  I 

Speed  in  London.  | 

Q.     3rr.    W.    Redmond ;      A.     Mr.  ' 

Gladstone,  July  1,  7oO.  | 

Speed  j 

Applications  from   Local  Authorities.  ; 

g.     Mr.    J.    C.    Wason;       A.     Mr-  | 

Si)eaker,  July  1,  750.  I 

Limit  in  Lonrlon.  ' 

Qs.     Mr.  Markham,  Captain  Craig,  I 

Mr.  H.  C.  Lea  ;   As.  Mr.  Burns  ,  ' 

July  r,  1407.  I 

Speedometers,  Use  of.  I  . 

Q.     Mr.  Bowerman  ;    A.  Mr.  Gladstone, 

July  /,  75."^. 

Taximeter  Cabs,  nt  under  Cabs. 


SESSION  1908.  [Mor-Mus 

June  2b —July  8. 

Murphy,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  E.] 


Belfast  Schools  in  Circuit  8,  Reports *on, 
June  29,  338. 

Education 

Attendance  under  Thirty-Five,  Cases 
of,  June  29,  320. 

Commission,  Constitution  of,  July72, 
1000,  1001. 

Grant,  Additional,  Distribution  of, 
June  26,  220;  June  29,  377  ; 
July  2,  976  ;  July  6,  1214. 

MacMillan,  Mr.,  Reports  of,  June  29, 
338. 

National  School  Teachers 

Liquor  Licences,  Regulations  as 
to  Teachers  having  Connec- 
tion with,  July  2,  1001. 

Salary  Increase,  Concitions  of 
Granting,  July  2,  990-999. 

Primary,  Condition  of,  July  2,  999- 
1003. 

Schools — Sanitary  Condition  and  Heat- 
ing Arrangements,  July  2,  1001. 

Training — Applications  for  One  Year's 
Course,  June  29,  340. 

Foiladown — Case  of  J.  Healy,  June  29,  376 . 

Irish   Universities   Bill — Extern  Students, 
June  29,  327. 

Knockanes — Case  of  D.  Healy,  June  25, 
104,  105. 

McCartie  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  June  25, 
104. 

Portarlington  School  Inspector,  June.  29, 
338. 


Murray,  Captain  A.  [Kincardineshire] 

Banchory  Postal  Facilities,  July  6,  1210. 

Indian  Army  Medals  for  Recent  Oi)erations, 
Award  of,  June  25,  79. 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decisioa 
as  to  Enforcing  Three  Mile  Limit,  etc. , 
July  S,  1705. 

Naval  Officers,  Dissensions  among,  July  8, 
1052. 


Muscat 


Muldoon,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  E.]  , 

Forestry,  Irish— Case  of  Mr.  Ellison,  June 

')r.       -- 

Grcystoncs  Harbour.  Condition  of.  June  29, 

378. 
Local     Reiristration     of     Title     (Ireland)  ! 

Amem'iiient  Bill.  Date  of  Proceeding  | 

with.  July  2,  1080.  I 

Post  Office — Irish  Mail  Convevance,  June 

25,  111. 

Municipal   Franchise   (Mercantile    Cor- 
porations and  Companies)  Bill. 

/.   IR.*   June  29,  295. 

Murnaghan,  Mr.  G.  [Tyrone,  Mid.]  j 

Christian  Brothers'  Schools,  Pupils  in  and    Muskeny,  Lord 

Grants  to.  July  2,  1039-1042.                '  --  Bengore  Head,"  S.S.,  Causes  of  Accidents 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill                                      [  to,  in  Portsmouth  Harbour,  July  1, 

Disipialitication  under,  July  6,   1239,  i  732. 

Outdoor    Relief,    Dis(pialification    by.  \  "  Grindon   Hall,"   S.S.,   Loss  of,  July  6, 

July  2,  973.                                         ,  1152-1154. 


Traffic  in  Arms. 

Q.     Mr.   Hart-Davies;      A. 
Pease.  June  29,  354. 


Air.   J.   A. 


Qi. 


Mr.  Rees  ; 
30,  5i)9. 


As.     Sir  E.  Grey,  June 
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Muskeny,  Lord— con^ 

Merchant  Shii)pmg  i 

Discipline,     Method     of     Preserving, 

June  29,  303-305. 
Foreign  Systems  of  Pensions,  Medical 

Aid,  etc.— Return,  June  29,  29G- 

305. 

Missing  Ships,  Board  of  Trade  In- 
<liiiry  in  Cases  of,  i)roposed,  July 
6,  1149,  1150, 1154,  1155,  1163. 

Sunday    Labour,    Regulations   aa    to, 
June  29,  301-303. 
'*  Neptune,"   S.S.,   Loss  of.   Inquiry  into, 

proposed,  July  6,  1149,  1151,  1163. 

Myer,  Mr.  H.  [Lambeth,  N.] 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  J  urn  30,  668. 

Nannetti,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Dublin,  College  Greeu] 
Alcohol,  Industrial   Use  of  —  Conditions 
of  authorising,  July  2,  972,  973. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the 
Press)  Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  243,  248, 
255,  276. 


Natal 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of. 
Q.     Mr.     Alden; 

Jutie  25.  80. 
Q.     Mr.   NichoUs; 

June  30,  505. 


A.     Colonel    Secly, 
-4.     (.'olonel   Soely, 


National  Assurance  Company  of  Ireland 

Case  of  Corrigan  v.  Read. 

Q.     Mr.    MaoNeill;        .4.     Mr.    Lloyd- 
George,  J  w/y  6,  1211. 

National  Debt 

Sinking  Fund  Reduction  Pro]>osals. 
Q.     Mr.  Nield:    .4.     Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
July  6,  1211. 

National  Military  Training  Bill 

c.  Order    for    Second    Reading    and    Bill 
withdrawn,  Junf  26,  213. 

National  Military  Training  (No.  2)  Bill 

r.  Intro..  July  7,  1481. 

Naval  Volunteers  (Lands)  Bill 

Facilities  for. 

Q.     Mr.    Lamont ;      A.     Mr.    Lambert, 
July  2,  040. 

Navifi:ation  Works  (Ireland)  Bill 


r.  Order    f<ir    Second    Rcadini^ 
withdrawn,  July  6,  1415. 


and     Bill 


Navy 

Fir.'if  Lord—m.  Hon.  R.  McKenna. 
Finnnrial    Secnfary  —  Dr.   T.   J.    Mac- 

naMiJira. 
Casualties  Return,  Continuani-c  of. 

Q^*.     Mr.     Ashley,     Mr.      Kellairs,     Mr. 

Coihraiu*.     Mr.     Bowles,     Iiord     R. 

(Veil;        Aa.     Mr.    .McKonna,    Mr. 

Speaker,  June  25,  74. 
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Navy— co»<. 

Chatham    Dockyard    Store    —    Joincn' 
Work  done  by  Labourers. 

g.     Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson;     ,4.    Mr. 
McKenna,  July  7,  1452. 

Coastguards,  Bee  that  title. 

Collisions,  Record  of. 

Qs.    Mr.   Ashley;    Mr.    Bellairs;     J*. 
Mr.  McKenna,  June  29,  343. 

"  Commonwealth,"  Cost  of  Repairs  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Lamont;     A,     Mr.  McKcnna, 
June  25,  73. 

Crews,  Men  available  for. 

Q.     Mr.    Nield;       A.     Mr.    McKenna. 
July  S,  1651. 

"  Defence,"  Cause  for  Detention  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Nield ;  A.     Mr.  McKenna,  Jalff 
8,  1051. 

Dockyards — Facilities    for    Men    to   join 
Territorial  Force. 

Qa.    Sir  S.  Scott,  Mr.  Ashley ;  At. 

Mr.  McKenna,  Jufie  25,  73. 
Qs.    ^\t.  Ashley,  Mr.  Bellaiis ;  A«. 

Mr.  Lambert,  Jvdy  1,  749. 
Q8.    Mr.  Ashley;      A:    Mr.  HaU 
dane,  Ju/y($,  1226. 

Education  and  Training 

Cadets  and  Complements  of  Training 
Cruisers. 
Q.     Mr.     Bellairs;         .4.  3lr. 
McKenna,  June  26,  220. 

Cost  to  Parents. 
Os.  Mr.  Barnes,  July  8,  1687 ;  Ur. 
Bellairs,  1701 ;  Mr.  McKcnn». 
1703-1705;  ilr.  Amold-FoTRter, 
1718;  Dr.  Macnamara,  1734. 
1735. 

Interchangeability  System,  Inquiry 
into,  proposed. 
Os.  Mr.  Barnes,  July  8,  1664- 
1686,  1690:  Bfr.  Bellairs. 
1605-1703 :  Mr.  McKemu. 
1706-1709;  Mr.  Arnold. 
Forster,  1716-1720;  Xr. 
Beauchamp,  1723,  1724 : 
Sir  J.  Herbert,  1724-1728: 
Mr.  C.  Marks,  1728-173(»; 
Dr.  Macnamara,  1730-1736. 
Mr.  A.  Lee,  1738. 

Engineer     Mechanicians  —  Drawbacks    off 
New  Training  Scheme. 

Ob.  Mr.  Barnes,  July  8. 1688- 
1694, 1705 ;  Mr.  McKenna, 
1705,  1706,  1709.  1710; 
Mr.  C.  Duncan,  1712. 
1716,  1721 ;  Mr.  AroM- 
Forster,  1720-1723;  Dr. 
Maonamant,  1787»  1738; 
yix.  R.  Duncan,  1739, 
1740. 

Grog  Ration,  Allowance  in  Lien  oft  pio- 

])08ed. 

Qb.    lilr.  Meysey-Thompson,  Major 

Anstnither  -  Gray ;      ^«.    Mr. 

Lambert,  Mr.  Speaker,  July  h 

748. 


[mL 
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Favy— «>w<. 

**  Highflyer,"  Repairs  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Mitchell-ThoniHon,  Mr.  Ashley, 
Mr.  Rees  ;  A,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Jnly  i,  746. 

"  Irresistible  " — Report    on    Flooding    of 
Engine- Room. 
Q.     Mr.  Bellairs  ;  A,     Mr.  Lambert, 
July  i,  748. 

3farines,  Royal,  see  tJuU  title. 

Officers,  Orders  bestowed  on,  in  1907. 
Q.     Mr.    Bellairs;      A.     Mr.   McKenna, 
June  29,  333. 
Osborne,  see  that  title. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard  Medical  Arrange- 
ments. 

Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;  A.     Mr. 

McKenna.    June    29.  333. 

Prize  Money,  etc. — Accounts  Presented, 
July  6,  1208. 

Rosyth  Works— Sinking  of  Cylinder. 
Qs,     Major  Anstruther-Gray ;    As.     Mr. 
McKenna,  July  8,  1650. 

Stewards  and    Cooks,    Pension    Claims  of 
Q.     Mr.  Bramsdon  ;   A.     Mr.  McKenna, 
July  7,  1446. 

Volunteer  Reserve,  Supply  of  Kits  to. 
Q.     Mr.  G.  D.  Faber  ;     ^.  Mr.  McKenna, 
June  30,  562. 

favy  Estimates 

Civil    Pensions  and 
Com.*  July  8y 

Educational      Services— £176,000, 
July  8,  1683. 

Half  Pay  and  Retired  Pay— £868,800, 
Com.*  July  8,   1743. 

Pensions,  Gratuities  and  Compassionate 
Allowances— £1,334,600,  Com.,  July 
8,  1741. 

Time  allotted  to. 

Q.     Mr.     Ashley ;        A.     Mr.     Asquith, 

June  25,  74. 
Qs.     Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  Bellairs,  Mr.  J.  M. 

Macdonald ;       As.     Mr.    McKenna, 

June  29,  343. 
Qs.     Mr.    Ashley,     Mr.     James     Hope; 

As.     Mr.   Lambert,  July  1,  141. 

Vote  5,  Discussion  of. 
Qs.     Mr.    Bellairs,    Mr.    Barnes ;       As. 
Mr.   Asquith,  July  1,  776. 

*  Neptune,"  S.S. 

Loss  of,   Inquiry  into.   Proposed. 

Os.  Lord  Muskerry,  July  6,  1149, 
1151,  1163  ;  Lord  Hamilton  of  Dal- 
zell,  1156. 

New  Writs 

See  under  Parliamentary  Elections. 

Kew  Zealand 

Shop  Hours  Acts — Report  Presented,  July 
1,  731,  739. 

Wages    Boards, 


Gratuities— £377,400, 
1743. 

Com., 


etc. — Report    Presented, 
July  1,  731,  739. 


Newry 

Extra  Police  on  21st  inst. 

Q.     Mr.     Mooney ;       As.     Mr.    Birrell, 
June  29,  376. 

Nichoils,  Mr.  G.  [Northants,  N.] 

Natal— Trial  of  Dmizulu,   June  30,  565. 

Nield,  Mr.  H.  [Middlesex,   Ealing] 

Bechuanaland  Expedition,  Medal  for,  June 
25,  71. 

National     Debt — Reduction     of     Sinking 

Fund,  July  6,  1211. 
Navy 

Crews,    Men     available   for,   July   8, 
1651. 

*'  Defence,"    Detention    of,  July    8, 
1651. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  June  29,  455. 
Con.,  July  6,  1358. 

Nigeria 

Northern — Prevention  of  Spirit  Smuggling. 
Q.     Sir    J.    Kennaway .        A,    Colonel 
Seely,  June  29,  351. 

Southern 

Fines  Paid  in  Gin. 
Q.     Sir  J.  Kennaway  ;  A.     ColoBal 
Seely,  June  29,  35a 

Land   AlienataoB. 
Qs.     Mr.  Wedgwood ;   As.     Colonel 
Seely,  July  2,  951. 

Spirit  Traffic,  Control  of. 

Q.     Sir  J.  Kennaway  ;   A.     Colonel 
See:y,  June  29,  350. 


A.    Mr.    Birrell, 


Nolan  Estate 

Cattle- Drives. 

Q.     Captain    Craig ; 
June  25,  98. 

North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Company  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  June  25,  49. 

Con.*  June  30,  556. 

3r.*  July  3,  1081. 
/.  Commons  Amend ts..  Con.*  July  6,  1146. 

North-East  London  Railway  Bill 

I.  3r.*  June  25,  2. 

Northern  Assurance  Company  Bill 

e.  2r.*  June  29,  321. 
Hep.*  July  7,  1439. 

Northumberland 

School     Site     between 

North  Warbottle. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    D. 


Westerhope 


and 
Mr. 


White ;      A. 
Masterman,  June  29,  362. 
Qs.     Mr.  J.   D.  White,  Mr.  Wedg- 
wood,   Mr.    Cox ;        As.     Wcm 
Masterman,  July  2,  966. 

Norway 

Seamen,  Distressed,  Relief  of — ^Notes  Pro* 
sented,  July  6,  1147»  1208. 


:>o 


Not-Old] 


.      INDEX. 
June  25 — July  8. 


[Vol  191. 


Notification  of  Births  Act 

Per«on-i  Resjionsible  for  Notification. 
Q.     .A[r.  A.  Allen  ;   A,     Mr.  Bums,  Jxmt 
29,  331. 

Towns  ado]iting. 

Q.     Mr.  Sherwell ;   .4.     Mr.  Bums,  July 
7,  1447. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
ways Bill 

f.  Bill  withdraM-n,  July  2,  931. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
ways (No.  2)  Bill 

f.  Btp*  July  7,  1439. 

Nurses  Eegistration  Bill 

/.  2r..  July  0,  1188. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Strawberries — Prire    eharged    by  Kitchen 
Committee,  June  29^  371,  372. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  [Cork] 

(*<)rk  Corporation  Surcharges.  Jwnc  .56^,  5S7. 

Land  Purchase  Annuities  Collectable,  Jutm 
30,  odl  ;  JM/y.SM(i37.  Kimi. 

O'Gonnell  Estate 

Tenants,  Position  of. 

Q.     Mr.   Boland;    A.     Mr.  BirnAU  July 
.S,  1040. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  John  [Kihhirej 

Xiitionnl  School  Teachers'  Salary.  Inci-etise, 
Conditions  of  grantin^r,  July  2.  1(H8- 
1024. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con..  July  7,  1491. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scothunl] 
National    Sihr>ol     Teachers'    Salary,     In- 
<'rease.  Conditions  of    granting,  July 
2,  1078. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  ^y.] 

Kducation 

Higher,  Assistance  to,  Julyfl,  1219. 

National  St'liool  Teachers — University 
Ij«.'cture  Courses.  July  6',  1222. 

Scliolnr^^hips,  etc.,  Grants  for.  .//////  6\ 


1221. 

Post     Ofiice    Mail    Conveyance. 
Charge  for,  July  .?,  934. 


liailway 


O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.  [Siigo,s.] 

Arnia;:h-  -Bovcott  of  M.  McDermott.  June 
2.'),  110.* 

(iritHili    Estate,   Sah'   Proi)Osals,   Junt  30, 

r»s7. 

National  Si"ho(>l  Tearhers'  Salary,  In- 
crease. Conditions  of  granting,  July 
2,  1079. 

Pcr>ia,  Martial  L»w  in,  Jufy  J.  9r>k 


O'Grady,  Mr.  J.  [Leeds,  E.] 

Franco- British  Exhibition — Indian  Subsidy 

and  Exhibits,  June  30,  503,  564. 
India — Statement    published    in    Etuttrn 

Bengal  and  Assam  Era,  June  30.  otU. 

O'KeUy,  Mr.C.LMayo,  N.] 

Claremount  Estate,   Disposal  of,  Ju/jf  <. 

1222. 
Congested    Districts    Board    Expendituiv 

on  Wages,  July  6, 1213. 
Robe  River  Drainage,  Juiy  6,  1213. 

O'Kelly,  Mr.  J.  [Roscommon,  N.] 

Tredennick  Estate  Evicted  Tenants,  Jf//y 
0,  1212. 

O'Shanghnessy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Limerick,  \v.] 

Clouncon — Case    of    J.    Kennv,    July    ?. 
1649. 

Croughtceri — Case  of  J.  Murpliv,  J'nt  '29, 
341  ;   July  8.  1675.  1070. 

Dchnoge  Estate,  Sale  ProjKisaU,  •/"««  25. 
110. 

Glenakill,  South— C-ase  of  Mri.  J.  (.luiiiey, 
July  2,  937. 

OldAge Pensions  Bill 

c.  Cofn.,  June  29,   381 ;      Jum   30,  501  ; 
July  1,  780. 
Rep*  July  1,  899  ;   July  fi,  1415. 
Con.,  July  6,  1343  :   July  7,  1489. 
Jicnm.,  July  6,  1379. 
ClauKe  3  (b),  5lales  likely  to  lie  disquali- 
fie<l  under. 

Q.      Mr.    Fell;    .4.       Mr.    Lloyd- 
C^eorge,  Jitne  29,  359. 

Clauses  8  and  9,  Voting  separately  on. 
Os.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Chairman, 
July  1,  874. 

Cost  of  Scheme. 

Q.     Sir  J.    Randies;      A.     Mr.    Llu\-d- 
(Jcorge,  July  6,  1239. 

Ihhates  in  CommiUee  (Commons),  Junt  29 
.381 ;  June  30,  591  ;  July  i. 
780;  Consideration,  July  6, 
1343;  July  7,  1489;  Btf^m., 
July  /?,  1379. 

Age  Limit 

Lowering  to  Sixty-five,  proposed. 
1545-1551. 

Method    of     verifying    Ages    of 
Recipients,   16l4-162a 

Amendments,  Cost  of,  G16,  649,  650, 
655. 

Appeal  to  Local  Govenunent  Board, 
708,  823.  850-852,  862-864.  866- 

870. 

British-))om  Subjects  confining  Bene- 
fits to,  proposed,  1360. 

Claimant,  Right  of  Appeal  from 
Decision  of  Penaion  Committee » 
857-861. 

Clause  3,  Recommitment  off,  pro- 
posetU  1363-1372. 
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Old- Age  Pensions  BiVi—couL 

Debates  in  Committee  (Commons)— cow^ 

Contiauance  of  until  1910,  proposed, 
420,  434. 

Cost  of,  422. 

"  Dependent  *' —  Definition  of  Term, 
1381. 

Five  Shillings  a  Week  as  Limit,  pro- 
posed,  1507,  1511-1514. 

Funds,  Provision  of,  400. 

Gambling,    Drunkenness,    etc.,    as    a 

Disqualification,   1554-1502. 
Government  Amendments,  1551,  15S1 , 

1587,  1588,  1591. 

High  Court,  Appeal  to,  projwsed, 
847-854. 

Income,  Calculation  of 

Benefit "»  and  Privileges,  Method 
of  reckoning,  (U3-628.  1379- 
1381. 

Definition  of,  592-(KXi,  081,  (582. 

Frien'ly  Society  or  Trade  Union 
Allowances  uj)  to  £40,  Ex- 
emption of,  proi)08etl,  633- 
(>55. 

Insurance  Premiums,  Decision  as 
to,  593-598,  071-681. 

Xaval  and  Military  Pensions  not 
cxtee;ling  £26  5s.,  Exclusion 
of.    proposed,   659-668. 

"  Xct  *'    Income,    proposed,   501- 

Xot  to  exceed  £31  lOs.,  1539. 

Pr()|)crty  ca}>ablc  of  Profitable 
Investment,  Reckoning  of, 
(>S(i-Oin>,    1574-1578. 

''  Receivable" — Insertion  of  word 
m  lieu  of  "  payable,"  085. 

Sliding  Scale  proposed,  1344, 
1350,    1382-1408. 

Unearned  Income  only  to  be 
leckone ',  proposal,  ()09- 
013. 

Industry  or  Cliaracter  Test — Men 
l)el(mging  to  Benefit  Societies  for 
Ten  Years  previously,  E.vemption 
of,   15()5-1571. 

I  Pension  Agents.  Safeguarding  against, 

1489-1502. 

Pension  Committees 

Discretionary  Powers  of,  474- 
470,  022,  023. 

Evidence  of  Claimant,  Provision 
for    hearing,    844-847. 

r.in.tio!i<  of,  78.V789,  791,  794, 
S«MK  SOS,  81(),  823. 

Lnjuirics,  Procedure  as  to,  812- 
SIl».    1497,    1502. 

Imiuirics  IndejK'ndently  of  Pen- 
sion Officers,  Provision  for, 
841-S43. 


SESSION  1908.  [Old-Old 

June  "lb— July  8. 

Old- Age  Pensions  Bill— conf . 


Debates  in  Commtttcc  (Commons)— conf. 

Pension  Officer 

ApiK)int:nont,  Regulations  govern, 
ing,  807,  809,  811,  814,  821. 

Assistants,  Appointment  of,  pro- 
posed, 836-841. 

Duties  of,  785,  800-806,  810. 
Report,  Decision  as  to  Publication 
of,  794,  823. 

Substitution    for]  Pension'^ Com- 
mittee,    proiK)sed,     781-784, 
792.  795-799,  824. 
Poor  Law  Disqualifcition 

Continuance  of  only  until  1910, 
proposed,  1539-1548. 

Definition  of,  381,  472,  473,  1551- 
1553. 

Exceptions — CJovcrnment  Pro- 
posals, 401-470,  1551. 

Medical  Relief,  Position  of  Persons 
in  Receipt  of,  4(^2-470. 

OuUloor  Rtdief,  Exemption  of 
Persons  in  Receipt  of,  pro- 
iwsed,  383-430. 

"  Owing  to  Improvidence,"  Re- 
stricting to  Cases  of,  pro- 
I>ose<l,  443-458. 

Recipient  to  Prove  that  during  Three 
Years  Previous  to  Attaining  Age 
of  70,  he  had  worked  for  not 
-jss  than  120  Weeks  and  Income 
had  not  exceeded  20s.  a  Week, 
projwsed,  1507-1511,  1513,  1514. 

Recommitment  of  Bill,  proposals  for,. 
470,  1343,  1360. 

Schedules 

New  Schedule,  895. 

Objections  to,  1411,  1412. 

Sliding  Scales  suggested,  1382- 
1408. 

Seamen — Residence  to  include  Service 
on  a  Vessel  r<*gistered  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  proi>osed,  1526- 
1530. 

Soldiers,  Inclusion  of,  1528,  1530. 

Stij)endiary  .Magistrate,  or  County 
Court  Judge  in  Lieu  of  Pension 
Committee,  ])ropos€d,  799,  811, 
824-834. 

Thrift,  Effect  on,  633,  641,  1391,  1394, 
1397. 

Women,  Imlusion  of,  1502-1505. 

Division — Doors  in  **  Xo  "    Lobby   locked 
while   Members   were    still    entering. 
*'  Aye  "  Lobby,  Validity  of  Division. 
Os.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,    Juru:   30,    698;      Mr. 
Chairman,  698,  699. 
Friendly  Societies  Thrift  Certificates. 
Q.     Mr.  Wiles  ;    .4.     Mr.  Lloyd -(leorge,. 
July  2,  944. 

[cani. 


Old— Pea]  INDEX. 

June  25 — July  8. 
Old* Age  Pensions  BUl-cont. 

(iovemment  AinendmentB  of  which  Notice 
given.    Propriety    of 


had    not    been 

OloAuring. 

Off.  Mr.  Bowles,  June  30,  697,  709  ; 
Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, 097,  098;  Mr.  Speaker, 
709. 

Naval  and  Military  Service,  Provisions  as 
to. 

Qm.  Cajjtain  Faber ;  As.  Mr. 
Lloyd-C^eorge,  July  1,  744,  754. 

Pension  Co.n:nittec,  A])pointment  of. 
Q.     Mr.  B.  S.  StrauB;    A.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
(fcorge,  July  6,  1219. 
Pension  Officers,  Selection  of. 

Q,  Mr.  Brooke.  A,  Mr,  Lloyd-Geoge, 
July  7,  1448. 

Poor  Law  Relief  Disqualification. 

Q.  Mr.  Murnaghan;  A.  Mr.  Hob- 
house.  July  2,  973. 

Qs.  Mr.  Murnaghan ;  As.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
(Jeorge,  Mr.  Speaker,  July  6,  1239 

Q.  Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd-* 
(ieorge,  Jy/y  7,  1449. 

Proposals  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  R.  Rea;  A.  Mr.  Asquitb, 
July  L\  985. 

Old  Shoremore  Harbour 

luiproveuient  of. 
Q.     Mr.     Morton;        A.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
July  i,  709. 

Omnibuaei 

Motor,  M'e  under  Motors. 

Number  in  London. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  H.  Heaton ;    ..1.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, July  2y  934. 

OnsloWi  Earl  of — (^■hainnnn  of  Committees 
Evicted     Tenants    (Ireland)     Bill,    Com,, 
July  S.  1010,  1011. 

Horse  Breeding,  Government  Action, 
Necessity  for,  July  6, 1178. 

Taxation  IjO<tal — Increased  bunlens  thrown 
on  Urban  nnd  Rural  Rates,  ct<;., 
June  25.  47. 

Opium 

Indo-Chinese  trade — Restriction  of  Poppy 
Cultivation. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  Taylor;  .4.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  June  2-5,  Ti. 

Ordnance  Survey 

Re))<)rt  Pn'sented,  July  S,  1595,  1032. 

Orkney 

Bnv  of  Firth  Ovster  Beds. 

Q.^.     Mr.   K.  ILirdie,  Mr.  J.  I).  White  ; 

--U.     Mr.  Sinclair,  June  29,  372. 
Qs.     Mr.   .1.   D.  White:    A^t,     Mr.   Sin- 
clair, July  7,  741,  705. 

Osborne  College 

Cost  of. 

Os.     .Mr.  Barnes,  July  S,  1080. 

r>8 
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Paislej  District  Tramways  Order  Cot* 
firmation  Bill 


L  3b.*  Jwte  25,  3. 
c.  iB.*  June  29,  322. 

2b.*  June  30,  557. 

Con.*  June  2,  931. 

3b.*  July  6,  1205. 

Parker,  Mr.  J.  [Halifax] 

Post  Office — Hours  of  Clerks  in  StTing* 
Banki  and  Engineer-in-Chiefs  Office. 
July  3,  1063. 

Parkes,  Mr.  E.  [Birmingham,  Central] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  3)  Bill,  21h 
July  6,  1290-1296. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons 

Committees,  ate  that  iittt. 

Police  Duties. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    C.     Wason;   .4.    Hr. 
Harcourt,  June  39,  364. 

Strawberries  —  Price      chaiged     bj 
Kitchen  Committee. 
Qs.    Bfr.  P.  O^Brien ;  As.    Sir 
J.  Jacoby,  June  29,  371. 

House  of  Lords — Representative  Peen  for 
Ireland,  Viscount  Boyne,  July  6, 1145  : 
July  9,  1417. 

Parliamentary  Eleetiona 

New  Writs  issued 

Pembroke,  County  of,  July  1,  780. 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Speeches,  Duration  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Cleland  ;  Mr.  Asqnith,  June  i9, 
379. 

Teller  receiving  Bows  of  Members  without 
removing  his  own  Hat. 
09.    Sit  K  Gnrdon,  Mr. 
July  1,  BBS. 

Votes  and  Frooeedings,  Form  of. 
Q».    Mr.    W.    Rutherford; 
Speaker,  July  1,  777. 

Parliamentary  Beftenn 

Legislative  Proposals. 
Q.    Mr.  Devhn ;    A. 

2,  985. 
Q.    Mr.    Rees;    Mr. 
1679. 


Am.    Mr. 


Mr.  Asqnith,  Js/jf 
A«qQith»   Jidy  8, 


Patents  Act,  1907 

ScHjtion  27,  Working  of. 
Qs.    Mr.    T.     Davies,    Mr. 

As.    Mr.  Chur«hiU.  Juiy  1,  763. 
Q.    Mr.  Rees ;    A.    Mr.  Chnnbill,  Jfdg 
2,  965. 

Pease,  Mr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  Jmmt  30,  ttl  I 
July  1,  854. 

WelHh  Church  Gommisskm  Repoftk  Bite  of 
isBuing,  June  29,  860. 
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P^ase,  Mr.  J.  h^—Lord  of  ike 

[Essex,  Safifron  Walden] 

"  Arcadia  " — Capture  within  German  Terri- 
torial Limit,  June  29,  355. 

French,  Tarifif  Commission,  July  6,  1238. 

Olasgow    Unemployed  —  Opportunity    for 
Discussion,  July  5,  1784. 

Muscat — Traffic  in  Arms,  June  29,  354. 

Persia 

Regan,  Afghan  Occupation  of,  June  29 f 
354. 

Troops    guarding    Teheran  Legations, 
June  29,  356. 
Persian  Gulf  Gun-running,  June  29,  354. 

Scottish  Supply — Opportunity  for  Discus- 
sion, June  25,  216. 

Sugar,  Brussels  Convention — Statement  by 
Sir  H.  Bergne,  June  29,  356. 

"United  States  Tax  on  British  Travellers, 
July  6,  1238. 

Persia. 

Martial  Law  in. 
Q.     Mr.  O'Dowd  ;    Sir  E.  Grey,  July  2, 
954. 

Papers,  Tabling  of. 

Qs.     Mr.   Dillon.   Mr.   Lynch;    Aa,     Sir 
E.  Grey.  July  7,  1460. 

Regan,  Afghan  Occupation  of. 

Qs.     Mr.  Hart- Da  vies,  Mr.  L3nich  ;    As. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  June  29,  354. 
Situation  in. 

Qs.      Major  Anstruthcr-Gray,  Mr.  Lynch ; 

As.     Sir  E.  Grey,  June  25,  87. 
Qji.    Major  Anstruther-Gray,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Mr.  Lynch  ;    As.     Sir  E.  Grey,  Mr. 
Speaker,  June  30,  685. 
Tabriz,  Situation  in. 

Qs.  Major  Anstruther-Gray  ;    As.    Sir  E. 
Grey,  July  2,  954. 
Teheran   Legations — Troops  guarding. 

Qs.     Mr.  Lynch;     As.    Mr.  J. 

A.  Pease,  JMne29,  356. 
Q.    Major  Anstruther-Gray  ;  A. 

Sir  E.  Grey,  July  2,  953. 
Qi.     Mr.     Lynch,     Major     An- 
struther-Gray;    A.     Sir  E. 
Grey,  July  2,  956. 
British  Legation— Persian  Trooi>s  sur- 
rounding. 

Q.    Mr.    Dillon;       .4.     Sir    E. 

Grev,  July  2,  957. 
Q.     Mr."  Dillon;       A.     Sir    E. 
Grey,  July  7,  1460. 
Pavment  of  Coi;t  of. 
Qs.     Mr.    K.   Hardie,   Mr.   A.   Lee. 
As.  Mr.  Buchanan,  July  2,  950. 

Persian  Gulf 

Gun-running. 

Q.     Mr.   Hart-Davits;      A.     Mr.   J.   A. 
Pease,  June  29,  354. 

Pharmacy  (Ireland)  Acts 

Order  in  Council  Presented,  July  7,  1418, 
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Philips,  Mr.  J.  [Longford,  S.] 

Longford  Evicted  Tenants,  July  6,  1220. 

Pier  and  Harbonr  Provisional   Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill 

/.  Bep.*  June  30,  493. 

Com.*  July  1,  729. 

Rep.*  July  2,  901. 

3r.*  July  6,  1147. 
c.  iR.*  July  6,  1206. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(Bridgwater  Order)  (No.  1)  Bill 

/.  Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  June 
30,  493. 

Pier  and  Harbour   Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  June  25,  3. 

3r.*  June  29,  294. 
c.  iR.*  June  29,  322. 

Pier   and   Harbonr   Provisional   Order 
(No.  3)  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  June  29, 
293. 

Com.*  July  1,  730. 

Rep.*  July  2,  901. 

:in.*July6,  1147. 
c.  iR.*  July  6,  1207. 

Pilots  and  Pilotage 

Clyde  Pilot,  charge  against. 

Q.     Mr.  Joyce ;  A .    Sir.  Sinclair,  June 25, 
374. 

Os.     Mr.    Joyce ;       As.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
JiUy  6, 1251. 

United  Kingdom  Pilots  Association,  Deputa- 
tion of. 

Q.     Mr.  Joyce ;     .4.    Mr.    Kearley, 
June  25,  90. 

Pirie,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

Fisheries,  Scottish,  Opportunity  for  Dis- 
cussion, June  25,  121,  123,  126. 

Indian  Army — Disposition  of  Scottish 
Regiments,  July  8,  1655. 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  enforcing  Three-mile  Limit,  etc., 
Julys,  125S;  Jit/y 5,1774. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland — Position, 
and  workof  Office,  J Mn€  25, 119-122. 

Scottish  Supply — Opportunity  for  Discus- 
sion, ./iin«' 25,  123,  126,  215;  July  8, 
1663,  1664. 

Woodside  Postal  Facilities,  July  8,  1657. 

Police 

Annual  Holiday. 

Q.     Mr.   Hart-Davies;     A.     Mr.   Glad- 
stone,  July  1,  755. 

Brighton  Convalescent  Home,  Conditions 
of  entering. 

Q.  Mr.   Cooper;  A.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  8, 1032. 

[cant. 


Rat— Reel 


i- 


II 


c;dex. 

June  25— Jtity  8. 


Bates 

(Compounding  System,  Evils  of. 

Os.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  June  25, 
35 ;  Lord  Zouche  of  HarjTipworth. 
39. 


Rathdowney 

Disturbance  on  20th  inst. 
Q,     Mr.    Lonwlale ;       ^4. 
June  29,  328. 


Mr.    Birrell, 


Rathmddy 

Outrage  at  House  of  M.  Glynn. 
Q.     Mr.    Lonsdale;       A.     Mr. 
June  25,  108. 


Birrell, 


Ravensthorpe  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

f.  2b.*  June  29,  321. 

Bawlinson,  Mr.  J.  F.  P.  [Cambridge  Uni- 
versity] 

Education  (Local  Authorities)   Hill,  Con, 
July  3,  1138,  1139. 

Incest  Bill,  Con.,  June  20,  278,  286,  289. 

Law  of   Distress   Amendment   Bill,   Con,, 
July  3,  1101,  1105. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Cow.,  June  26,  239,  250-252. 

London    County    Council    (Money)     Bill, 
3r.,  June  30,  709-712. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  30,  618» 
628,  680;  July  7,  1577. 

Polling  arrangements  (Parliamentary  Bor- 
oughs) Bill,  Con.,  July  3,  1096.  ' 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con, 
July  3,  1124. 

Training  Colleges,  Secondary,  Position  of. 
June  29,  326. 


Rea,  Mr.  W.  B.  [Scarborough] 

Half-timers,  employment  of — proposals  for 
Committee  of  Inc^iry,  June  30,  576. 

Old-age     Pensions    Bill,    Con.,   June    29, 
382,  465,  466  ;  Becom,,July  6,  1399. 

Proposals  as  to,  July  2,  985. 


Beask 

Cattle-drives  on  26th  ult. 
Q.     Sir   C.    Fardell;      A. 
June  29,  335. 


Mr.   Birrell, 


Bedmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [AVaterford] 

Clare,  State  of,  July  8,  1671,  1672. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  W.  H  K  [C'lare,  K.] 

Australian  Naval  Defence  Scheme.  Jnly  2, 
946,  947. 

]        Birthday  Honours — Rosette  to  l>e  worn  by 
Recipients,  |)roiM)sed,  June  29,  38(K 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of.  July  7, 
1480. 
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Bedmondf  1 

Educatio] 

Nati< 

( 

Scha 


Greystoni 
29,3 
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UPott  Office  Savings  BeLnks—^ont. 

Deposits  (1903-7). 

Q.  Mr.  Gibbs;    A.  Mr.  Buxton,  July  7, 
1469. 

Unclaimed  Balances,  Record  of. 

Qs.       Mr.     J.     MacV^eagh ;        As.  Mr. 
Buxton,  Mr.  Speaker,  June  SO,  573 . 

Pott  Office  (Consolidation)  Bill 

Joint  Committee,  June  25,  214  ;  June  29, 
294  ;  July  1,  731,  738  ;  July  2,  987 ; 
July  6,  1148. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill 

L  Rep*  July  7,  1419. 
Com*  July  8,  1595. 

Postmaster-Oeneral 

Assistance  to,    by  Lord  Granard,   etc. 
Q.  Mr.    Hay;      A.  Mr.    Asquith,   June 
25,  113. 

Powell,  Sir  F.  S.  [  Wigan] 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  239,  264,  266. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 
Education 

Agriculture,  Instruction  in,  proposed, 
July  2,  1027. 

National  School  Teachers'  Salaries- 
Conditions  of  Granting  Increase, 
July  2,  1025. 

Schools 

Amalgamation  proposals,  July  2, 
1025,  1028. 

Sanitary   Condition   and   Heating 
Arrangements,  July  2,  1026. 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
a;  to  Enforcing  Three  Mile  Limit, 
etc.,  July  S,  1758. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agricnlture 

Bt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education 

Rt.  Hon.  W.  Runciman 

President  of  the  Local  Governmetit  Board 

Rt.  Hon.  J .  Burns 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

R(.  Hon.  \y.  S.  Churchill 

Price,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Edinburgh,  Central] 

Glasgow  rnomi»loyed.  Opportunity  for 
Discussion,  July  6'.  1783. 

Indian  Army — Disposition  of  Scottish 
Regiments,  July  S,  1()56. 

^loray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  Enforcing  Three  Mile  Limit,  etc., 
June  25,  84;   July  8,  1770. 

Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  433. 
Supply,    Scottish — Opportunity    for    Dis- 
cussion, Jjiwe  25,  216. 
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Provincial    Homes 
pany,  Ltd. 

Operations  of. 


[Po8— Ran 


Investment    Com 


<?. 


Mr.  Scott ; 
1,  746. 


.4.     Mr.  Churchill,  July 


Pnblic  Health  (Sewers  and  Drains)  (No. 

2)  Bill 

c.   iR.*  July  7,  1481. 

Pnblic  Offices  Sites  (Extension)  Bill 

L  2r.*  July  6,  1141. 

Pnblio  Petitions  Committee 

Report  Presented,  Ju/y  1,  779. 

Public  Eecords 

Papers  of  not  Sufficient  Value  to  justify 
Preservation — Copy  Presented,  July  1, 
740  ;   July  2,  902. 

Public  Trustee. 

Commission  returned  by  Stockbrokers. 
Qs.     Mr.  Ridsdale  ;  As,     Sir  W.  Robson, 
July  6,  1256. 

Public  Works  Loan  Board 

Report  Presented,  June  30,  495,  558. 

Questions 

Irrelevant,  July  1,  756  ;  July  8,  1657. 

Matter  of  Argument,  July  6,  1239. 

Matter  of  Opinion,  June  29,  359 ;  June 
30,  574. 

Notice  to  be  given  of,  July  1,  741,  761  ; 
July  2,  960. 

Out  of  Order,  June  25,  76,  95 ;     July  1, 

768. 

Quotations  in,  June  30,  579. 

Speech  may  not  be  made  during  Time  for, 
July  1,  749. 

Yesterday's  Unanswered  Question,  Re- 
petition of,  June  30,  569. 

Kadford,  Mr.  G.  H.  [Islington,  E.] 

Local  Authoriii?s  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  268. 

Eailways 

Bicycles,  Conveyance  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Thome;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
July  6,  1247. 

Conference,  Position  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.    Wardle;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
June  29,  362. 

District  Company  —  Complaints  against 
Carriage  Doors. 
Q.     Mr.   Byles  ;    A .  Mr.  Kearley,  June 
25.  90. 


Randies,  Sir  J.  S, 

mouth] 

Old-age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    June 
604-606  ;    Con.,  July  6,   1354. 

Cost  of  Scheme,  July  6,  1239. 

Unemployed  Grants,  July  6,  1260. 


[Cuml)erland,   Cocker- 
30, 


Roa-Run]  INDEX. 

June  25 — Julif  8.    • 
RodiiB-eoHt.  j  Robson,  Sir  W.  8.^€ont. 

Maintvnnnco  —  KxpciKlituro    necessitated  j 


[Vol.  19: 


])y  heavy  ^Fotor  Traffic. 

(J.     Sir  F.  Cawley  ;   A.     Mr.  Burns, 
Jftli/  7,  14«)(i. 
SoottiKh — ftir  S^'otland  Roads  and  Bridges. 

Robe  River 

Draina^'e  Pro])osals. 
Q.     y\v.  O'Kellv  ;   -4.     Mr.  Cherry,  Jubj 

Roberts,  Mr.  C.  Ll-i»«ol»0 

lii(|Uor  Trailic  —  Dominoes,  etc.,  in  Public- 
Houses,  June  2iK  301. 

Suminarv  tfiirisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con.^ 
Juh/.'l  UlM.  11-24. 

United  States  —  JJipior  Licence  Duties, 

jiiiff  J.  u:>s. 

Westminster  Church  Armv  March  on  4th 
April.  ,/.////  fK  1242. 


Pubh'c  Tnistco — Commijyjion?  returner. 
Stockbrokers,  July  6,  li.lC,  1257. 

Unclaimed    Proixjrty,     «»mpul«0Ty 
closure,  pro]>oseil,  Jftne  ^o,  o9. 

Rochester  Bridge  Bill 

c.  Rep*  July  2,  932. 
Cow.*  July  S,  1030. 

Rookfield 

Case  of  J.  Burke. 

Q.     Captain    Craig;      .4.     Mr.   Bi; 
June  25,  103. 

Roe,  Sir  T.  [Derby] 

Local  Authorities,   Loans.  Kegiilatia 
to,  Jhhc  30,  559. 

i  Rogers,  Mr.  F.  N.  [Wi!t>i.ire.  Dcvii-> 

I  Old-ago     Pensions    Bill,    Com.,   J".t 

I  450. 

i 


Roberts,  Mr.  G.  H.  I  Norwich] 

liocal  Autlioritios  Acctuints,  Audit  of,  July  \ 

OK%ajr«»     Pensions    Hill.    Com.,    June    29, 
434  4:»ti:    July  /.  8(U. 

Vii  kors.    Sous    am^    Maxim,    Messrs. — In- 
;'enturt*>    of    Apprentices,    June    30, 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.] 

( 'a  Unit  a    —  Mt\!cl  Liipior  Shops  Scheme, 
Junt  J».  TT. 

Roberts.  Mr.  S.  [Shetlield,  Eoclesall] 

i>l.!-ai;c    IVn^iou"     Bill.    C'-in.,    June    29, 
;(S7   3>?»;    Jri;u  U  Sll. 

Robertson,  Lord 

Kviotcl  Tenants  lire  lam'.)   Bill.  -Jr..  Jum 

Robertson.    Mr.    J.    M.    [ X^^n hum Ivr land. 
rvnesi:c' 


.  Ronaldflhay,  Lord  [MidcTie.fex.  Homi* 

Butter,  Nut,  Description  of.  Jnhj  >. 
French  Tariff  Proposals,  July  a.  \ccy 
Germany 


Report  on  Cost  of  Livins  in.  J- 

1-247. 
Savings  Bank  Deposits,  July  K, 

Volunteer   Long   Service   Mef!al.   J 
1225. 


K_v;*: 


A  *'jv':>tr.^:.  T>  A^<oi;:  on  Leave.  J'h 

.\    !4:.o. 


r-:.^  Pr.  :- 
i»':-A.c-     1\:>m; 

>.•■::'  '.•■■:  ••:  T:t::.-t.\'.  Y.z.x^  A>siv:.\t;on 
i'  -:vr.  .     ■_  ■.  I::::: 

Robsoii,  Sir  W.  S.—  :  ■  -.:  .>.;::•. 


Rosyth  Naval  Bsie 

Siv  under  Xavy. 

Rowlands,  Mr.  J.   [Kent.  Dartfori' 
Erith  fnem ployed  Grant.  J-h  .".  I 

Rnnciman,  Et  Hon.  W.—Pr-'^^-i^t 

Board  of  EdneaUon  [De«£bury~ 

Code.  Date  of  Cirralating,  J h  •--  ;*. 

Half -timers.     Employment     of — ?r^ 

for  Committee  of  Inquiry.  *": 

576  ;   July  7,  1470.  1471. ' 

LoadoQ  University,  Position  of.  •'* 
3(H,  365.' 

Mix* seal    Inspection    of    CKfiir-r^ 
for.  Jtdy  2,  96S  ;  July  %,  li^'i^  : 

St.  Bride  School  Childrefi  ai  r-ns 
Jf/v  5.  1254. 

•SiNondary  School  Grants     1*»!>T-^ . 
■>i.  577. 

Southampton — RecopiiT:-xi   <i  ^-l 
School.  Jnnt  29.  3«rt. 

Tea  y.rrs'  Preliminary  Exasj^ax^oL  i 

Juiv  «.  1641. 
Trainrni:  Colleges 

A  'n:<«ion  ResnUticciSw  J%if  SH. 

Se.v^ndiTT.  Poisitaoii|k3f.  J%m  H 
W  .1  ■;  vers — Applicsa tioiislRee«i«^  jl 

Wh-*.i-:-v  S  hool  CliildrPB.  €%ie7^  J 
-la-*  of.  J^f  «,  12ML 
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[Rus— SCO 


UlSSell,  Kt.  Hon.  T.  W— F*Ve  President 
of  the  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion Department  [Tyrone,  S.] 

J  ~  Bureau  of  Commerce,   proposed,  July  8, 
1648. 
Farmers,    Co-operation    among,    July    7, 
1446. 

Fisheries 

Cruisers  for  Protection  of,  June  25,  57. 

Grant  from  Department,  June  25,  56. 
Floui\  adulteration  of  with  Talc,  June  29, 

334. 
Forestry,  Irish — Case  of  Mr.  Ellison,  Jutic 

25,   57. 
Gooseberry  Mildew,  Prevention  of,  July  8, 

1665. 
"  Helga,"  provision  of,  June  25,  56. 
Irish  Trade  Statistics,  Accuracy  of,  June 

25,   58. 
Sheephaven  Bay,  Trawling  in,  June  25,  58. 

Inssia 

King's  Visit — blatters  Discussed. 

Q,  IVIr.  Dillon;   A.  Sir  E.  Grey,  July  2, 
958. 
Luxenburg  Case 

Q,    Captain  Craig ;     .4.     Sir    E.    Grey, 
July  2,  953. 
Tea  Duties — Revision  Proposals. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees;    A.  Sir  E.  Grey,  July  2, 
954. 

tutherfordylDr.  V.  H.  [Middlesex,  Brentford] 
Egypt 

Cattle  Plague,  July  7,  1461. 

Liquor  Traffic — Compensation  Claims, 

July  7,  1462. 
University  Proposals,  July  7,  1462. 
Foreign  Office  Vote,  Date  of  Taking,  July  1, 
775. 

India 

Bengal,  Partition  of — Local  Opinion, 

June  29,  348. 
Press  Act  VIL  of  1908,  Interpretation 

of,  June  25,  78. 
Reform  Proposals,  Date  of  Submitting, 

June  25,   114. 
Simla  Scheme,  June  29,  349. 
Thakur  Bahadur   Singh  and   Thakur 

Ram  Singh,  Cases  of,  July  1,  750, 

751. 
South-West    Suburban    Water    Bill,    3r., 

June  30,  717-720,  723. 
Turkish    Building    Operations    at    Awga, 
July  7,  1461. 

:utherford,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Liverpool,  W. 
Derby]. 

Mall  to  Chariujr  Cross  Improvement, 
Information  as  to,  June  30,  571,  572. 

Old-age  Pensions  Hill,  Corn.,  June  30,  592, 
602-604,  012,  085  ;  July  7,  1545,  1552, 
1559. 

Parliamentary  Votes  and  Proceedings, 
Form  of,  July  7,  777,  778. 
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St.  Aldwyn,  Viscount 

Commons  Bill,  2r.,  July  2,  929. 
Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  jRep.,  July  3, 
922. 

St-  Bride,  [Newi>ort,  Mon.] 

School  Children  Attending  Otter-Hunt. 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Greenwood,  Sir  I.  Herbert, 
Mr.  Rees  ;  As.  Mr.  Runciman,  July 
6,  1253. 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of 

Endowed     Schools     (Masters)     Bill,     2r.. 

July  7,  1420. 
"  Grindon  Hall,"  S.S.,  Preliminary  Inquiry 

into  Loss  of,  July  6,  1168. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Desertions  in  Foreign  Ports,  1904-1908 

— Return,  proposed,  June  29,  311. 
Discipline,  Method  of  preserving,  June 

29,  313. 
Foreign   System  of  Pensions,  Medical 

Aid,  etc.— Return,  June  29,  3X2. 
Missing  Ships,  Board  of  Trade  Inquiry 

in  cases  of  proposed,  July  6,  1167. 

Salisbury  Plain 

Small  Holdings,  Land  available  for. 

Q,     Mr.    Lehmann;    A,     Mr.    Haldane, 
July  6,  1235. 

Saltoun,  Lord 

Horse  Breeding,  JuJy  6,  1187. 

SaJUUel,  Mr.  H.   L.— Under-Secretary,   Home 
Office  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  BiU,  2r., 
July  6,   1271-1279. 

Incest  Bill,  Con,,  June  26,  284. 

Insurance     Agents     committing     Suicide, 

July  7,  1465. 
Polling      Arrangements       (Parliamentary 

Boroughs)  Bill,  Con.,  July  3,  1095. 

Sassoon,  Sir  E.  A.  [Hythe] 

Canadian  Tariff  Convention  with  France — 

Tabling  of  Correspondence,  June  30, 

568. 
Daylight  Saving  Bill,  Report  on,  Jviy  6, 

1248. 
Telephone  Mouthpieces,  Microbes  in,  June 

30,  575,  576  ;  July  6,  1251. 

Savings  Banks 

See  also  titles  Post  Office  Savings  Bank, 
Trustee  Savings  Bank,  etc. 

State- aid.  Effect  of. 

Q.     Mr.      MacNeill;     A.     Mr.      Lloyd- 
George,  July  2,  944. 

Scotland 

Secretary — Right  Hon-   J.   Sinclair. 
Lord  Advocate — Right  Hon.  T.  Shaw. 
Solicitor-Oeneral — Mr.  A.  Ure. 
(For  particular  places,  see  their  names.) 
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Scotland— con^. 

Co-oi)eratioii  among  Farmers,  Expenditure 
on. 

Q.     Mr.  Watt ;  .4.     Sir  E.  Strachey, 
July  8,  1641. 

Deer  Forests,  Limitation  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Weir  ;    A.     Mr.  Sinclair,  J«/y  i, 
707. 
Estimates,  see  under  Supply. 

Medical   Officers  in  Highland  Districts. 
(?.     Mr.  Weir  ;    .1.     Mr.  Sinclair,  JvXy  8, 
1002. 

Poor  Rate. 
Q.     Mr.     Youncrer;    A.     Mr.     Sinclair, 
June  25,  bC 

Roads    and    Biidgos,    Rate    levied    for — 
Return    ordered,    July    7,    1442. 

Western       Highlands — Im}>rovement       in 
Technical   Education,   proposed. 
Os.     Sir  H.  Craik,  June  25,  174, 175  ; 
Mr.  Cochrane,  195,  190. 

Scott,  Mr.  A.  H.  [AsUton-under-Lyne] 

Provincial   Homes   Investment   Company, 
Ltd.,  Operations  of,  July  1,  740. 

Sugar 

Brussels    Convention 

Additional     Act,     Procedure     in 
ratifying,  Jvly  1,  776. 

Bt^rgne,    Sir    H.,    Statement    bv, 
June  29,  355. 

Russian  Export,  Briti«»h  Govoiiiment 
Attitude  towards,  June  25,  83. 

Scott  Sir  S.  E.  [Marylebone,  W.] 

Naval   Dockyards — Facilities   for  Men   to 
join  Teiri.torial  Force,  June  25,  73. 

Volunteer  Perinnnent  Staff  Fay  undci'  New 
Scheme,  June  29,  347. 

Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868 

Scottish  Orders. 

(?.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;    A,     Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  8,  1040. 

Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill 

/.  3r.*  J?/«/>  so,  494. 

c.  Lords  Anieudt^.,  Con*  July  6,  1205. 

Sears,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Cheltenhaui] 

(\is(oins    and     Excise — Now    S«:heme    for 
lOxcise,  Jui>*'  25,  03. 

Taxatiou,  Local,  S.-ionre  Duti?s,  Collection 
>i,  J'lite.  25,  <)2. 

Secret  iry  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

lii-iht  lion.  Earl  of  Crcwc 

Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

Ifi'j/it  lion.  Sir  i:.  Graj. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment 

y.'.  i;.,n.  II.(il(i(htont\ 
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Secretary  of  State  for  India 


Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  MorUy, 

Secretary  of  State  for  SootlaiLd 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 

Position  and  Work  of  Office. 

Oa.     Mr.    GuUcnd,    June   25,    llT-lil; 
Mr.  Pirie,  119-122;   Mr.  Weir,  123. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Jii.  Hon.  R.  R.  Haldane. 

SeddOHi  Mr.  J.  W.  [Lancashire,  S.W.,  Xe»ton] 

Vaterssy  and   Barra,  Condition  •of  Affairi 
in,  June  25,  188,  189. 

Seely,      Colonel— -  U^^<^ -  Secretary    for    the 
Colonies  [Liyerpool,  Abercromby] 

Africa,  South — Police  Know  lee*  se'cf  Dutrh. 
July  7,  1458. 

Australian  Commonwealth 

Harvester  Excise  Act,  July  6,  1215. 

Naval  Defence  Schen-.e,  June  29,  353. 
British     Columbia — Coastal     Trtdirg    by 

United  States  Vessels,  J  ant  S!/,  351. 
Ceylon    Public    Works — Employment   of 

Natives,  June  25,  81,  82. 

Guiana,  British — Circular  as    to    Militir 
JiUyl,ir>A. 

Honduras,  British— Railwcy  ConsliutAn 
Petition,  July  1,  753. 

Jamaica — Kingston      Improvement     Pro- 
posals, jKne;?5,  81.    ' 

Lagos  Railway  Lands,  Disrosal  of,Julut 
952. 

Madagascar — Indentnred   Labour  for  the 
Transvaal,  July  2,  951. 

Natal— Trial   of  Dinizulu,    June  25,  81; 
June  30,  566. 

Nigeria 

Northern — Spiritj^Smuggling,  June  CB, 
351. 

Southern — 

Fines  paid  in  Gin,  June  29,  290. 

Land  Alienation,  July  2,  9S2. 

Spirit   Traffic,    Control  of,   June 
29,  350. 

Rhode.'iia— Asiatic  Registration  Act.  Jure 
29,  353. 

Transvaal 

Boer  Migration,  July  6,  1236,  1237- 

Chino.e  Labour — Employment  Statif- 
tic9,  June  29,232, 

Gold  Law— Reply  receiTed,  Julu  €, 
1236.  ' 

Native  Labour  in  Mines — ^Mortalily 
Statistics,  June  29,  351»  362;  Jmu 
1,  753. 

Native  l^nd  and  Tax  Bills,  J^  £, 

1:337. 
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Seely,  Colonel— co^^^ 

Tristan  d'Acunha,  Condition  of,  Jvly  2, 
931. 

Uganda  Railway— Return  as  to  Expendi- 
ture, July  2,  944. 

West  Indies — Federation  Proposals,  Jvm 
25,80. 

Servia 

B.-itish  Relations  with. 

Q.     Mr.   Bottomley;    .4.     Sir  E.   Grey, 
Jum  25,  85. 

Shackleton,    Mr.      D.      [Lancishire,     N.E., 
Clitheroe] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com..,  June  30,  645; 
July  7,  828  ;  Com.,  J^dy  7,  1568. 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.— ^'•<^   Advocate    [Hawick 

Burghs] 

Fisheries — Public  Rights  in  Scottish  Rivers, 

July  /,  771. 
Vatcrsay  and  Barra 

Condition  of  Affairs  in,  June  25,  205- 
212. 

Tre8i»ass  Act  of  1865,  Application  of, 
June  25,  202-205. 

Sheehan,  Mr.  D.  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid.] 

Billygibbon— M'Auliffe  Case,  July  6,  1222. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  Working  of, 
June  30,  5(>0. 

Sheehy,  Mr.  D.  [Meath,  s.] 

Education 

National  School  Teachers*  Salaries, 
Conditions  of  granting  Increase, 
July  2,  1050. 

Schools — Amalgamation  Proposals, 
July  2,  1050. 
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JtAfie  25 — July  8. 

I  Simon»  Mr.  J.  A.  [Essex,  Walthamstow] 


Sheep  Scab 

S living.  Value  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Fullerton  ;  A. 
June  25,  69. 


Sir  E.  Strachey, 


Sheephaven  Bay 

Trawling  in. 

(J.     Mr.  H.  Law, 
June  25,  58. 


-4.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 


Sheffield 

Parks — Case  of  G.  II.  Fletcher. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  Thome  ;  A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
June  25,  61. 

Sheffield,  Sir  B.  [Lines.,  Brigg] 

Unemployed  Grant,  June  25,  63. 

Sherwell,  Mr.  A.  J.  [Huddersfield] 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  Towns  adopting, 
July  7,   1447. 

Shop  Hours  Act 

Orders  under  Presented,  June  25,  4,  51  ; 
July  7,  1419,  1442. 
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Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  Becxrni.,  July  6, 1390- 
1392. 

Sinclair,  Bt  Hon.  J. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  [Forfarshire] 
Aberdour  Fishery  Order,  July  8,  1640. 
Ayr  Prison — Complaint  by  Warder,  July 

1,  743. 
Balintoro  Harbour,  State  of,  July  8,  1660. 

Banks — Unclaimed    Balance?,    June    26, 

94,  96. 
Buccleugh  Fishery  Order,  July  8,  1640. 
Deer  Forests,  Limitation  of,  July  1,  767. 

Education(Scotland)  Bill — Effect  of  Amend- 
ing Clause  9  (1),  June  29,  372. 

Embo  Pier  Improvement,  July  1,  769. 

Estimates,  Time  allotted  to,  July  8,  1663, 
1664. 

Fisheries 

Board — Fees  and  Expenses,  July  3, 
1084. 

Cruiser,  June  25,  96;     July  2,  975; 
July  8,  665. 

Gratuities  to  Fishermen  for  Asfislance 
in    detecting    Illegal    Trawling, 
proposed,    June   25,    96. 
Steam-Trawlers,  Number  of,  June  25, 

95. 
Trawling 

Ldgivslativo    Proposals,   Jum    25, 

97. 
Penalties    on    Foreign    Trawlers, 
June   25,    97. 
Glasgow  High  School  for  Girls — Pension 
of  Rector,  June  26,  219. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Farms,  Area  of,  July  8,   1634. 
Migration  Scheme,  July  1,  768  ;    July 

S,  1085;  July  8,  1661. 
Poor  Rate,  June  29,  375. 
Rate    Arrears    and    Grants,    July    8, 

1660,   1661. 
Rating  impasse,  June  25,  128,  158. 
Sanitary  State,  July  8,  1660. 

Stomoway  —  Report  on  Sanitation, 

July  1,  767. 
Upper  Bayble  School  Facilities,  June 

25,  95. 

Local  Government  Scotland  (No.  2)  Bill, 

Legislative   Proposals   for   Replacing, 

Jidy  2,  974. 
Medical    Officers    in    Highland    Districts 

July  8,  1663. 
Moray  Firth 

Fisheries,  Protection  of,  July  1,  770. 

Trawling  Negotiations,  July  5,  1258  ; 
July  8,   1780-1782. 
Old  Shoremore  Harboiu:,  Improvement  cf, 

July  1,  769. 

3  U  2  [cant. 


Sin— Sma] 
Sinclair,  Kt.  Hon.  J—conL 

Orknev — Bay  of  Firth  Oyster  Beds, 
L'^,  373;  Jw^/i,  742,  760. 

Pilots  and  Pilotape — Charge  against  Clyde 
Pilot,  Jv.m-  29.  375  ;    July  6,  1258, 

Poor  Rate,  Jinie  2-5,  54. 

Port  Skerra   Pier  Improvement,   July  1, 
770. 

Sea  Fisheries  Act,  Orders  under,  July  8, 
KUl. 

Sutherland 

Education  Grant,  July  S,  1062. 

Roads,  Maintenance  of,  July  7,  769. 

Sweon  Loch  Oyster  Fishery,  July  8,  1639. 

Tuberculosis — Scottish     Preventive     Mea- 
sures, Jn/h'  2'j.  08. 

Vatersay  nnJ    Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in,  J  nth   55,   ir>7-107. 

West  Loch  Tarhort  Fishery  Order,  July  8, 
1040. 

Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill 

c.  Jicp*  July  7,  U39. 


Sloan,  Mr.  T.  H.  [Belfast,  S.] 

Britislx  Medical  Association  —  Statues   on 
New  iiuilding,  June  29,  325. 

IhinfanajiliV  Labourers  Act  Inquiry,  June 
26,  22i. 

Education 

Amalpramation    Resrulations,    July    8, 
1047. 

Fuel  for  S«'i:ools,  L']>keep  and  Repairs 
in  U)01S,JulyS,  1608. 

National  School  Teachers 

DisTiiissals,     Regidations    as    to, 
././/e/ 2,  1043;  1044,  1073. 

Salarv    Increase,    Conditions    of 
Granting,  July  2,  1042,  1045. 

Sumiiiarv  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con., 
Julys,  1109,  1114,  1118,  1124. 

Small  Holdings 

Credit  Banks,  Necessity  for. 

Q.     Mr.  IVnuctt  ;    .4".     Sir  E.  Strachey, 
Juhr  20,  30S. 

Demand  for 

Method  of  Ascertaining.  j 

Q'<.     -Mr.     .ArontaiTU.     Mr. 
Mr.   J.   ColliT.LT^ 
.StraL-l.^'v,  Jtily  i 
BciiisttT  (if. 
(>.     Mr.    Mnmll:       .4^.     Sir      E. 
Siracl.cy,  Jutn  29,  309. 
K«jiii])Tn.'^at.    Provision   of. 

Q.     >rr.  -Mnrivll;     A.     Sir  E.  Strachev, 
Jam   2'.».  309. 

llo!i>e  Krciii.n  PmiK.^als. 
Q.     :Av.  Bcnu'tt  :    J.     Sir  E.  Strachev, 
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June  25  ^Juli/  8. 

Small  Holdings— «on^. 

June  Inquiries,  Hour  for  Holding. 

Qs.     Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Mackanie.«8;    A*. 

Sir  £.  Strachey,  June  30,  580. 
Q.    Mr.  Mackamess ;  A.  Sir  £.  Strachev, 

July  2,  970. 

Land,  Difficulty  in  Obtaining. 

Q.     Mr.  Lane-Fox  ;  A.     Sir  E.  Straehev, 
June  29,  307. 

Refusals,  Appeals  against. 
Qs.    Mr.    Bennett,   Mr.    Morrell;      A«. 
Sir  E.  Strachey,  June  29,  368. 

Schemes 

Acreage  Supplied. 

Q.     Mr.     Bennett;         A,     Sir    E. 
Strachey,  July  8,  1645. 

Date  for  Submitting. 
Qs.     Mr.     Bennett,     Mr.     Morrell; 
As.     Sir  E.  Strachey,  Junt  29, 
366. 

Delay,  Prevention  of. 

Q.     Mr.     Morrell;  A.     Sir     E. 

Strachey,  June  29,  371. 

Number  Received. 

Q.     Mr.     Bennett;         A.     Sir    E. 

Strachey,  June  29,  367. 
Q.     Mr.    Montagu;        A.     Sir    E. 

Strachey,  July  2,  968. 


^jorrell. 

As.     Sir  E.  I 
9(59. 


Small  Holdings  Act,  1906 

Ap])Iication  of. 
Q.    ^Ir.  Clough;    A.    Sir  E.  Strachev, 
July  7,  1471. 

Small  Holdings  Acts  Consolidation  BLl 

Date  of  Introducing. 
Q.     Mr.  Courthope ;  A.     Sir  E.  Strachev. 
June  26,  221. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act 

Administration  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Morrell;    A.  Sir  E.  Strachev; 
June  29,  370. 

Area  Permitted  to  be  Acquired. 

Q.    3Ir.  Rendall ;    A.     Sir  E.  Strachev. 
July  2,  971. 

Co-operative  Societies'  Profitn. 

Qs.     Mr.     Rendall,     Mr.     J.     Collingii ; 
As.     Sir  E.  Strachey,  July  f.  971. 
Expenses,  Payment  of. 
Qs.    Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  J.  Ceilings,  Mr. 
Montagu ;  As.  Sir  E.  Stnchey,  Mr 
Speaker,  June  30,  678. 

Qs.     Mr.    J.    Colh'ngs;        .4^: 
Strachey,  July  2,  970. 


Sir    E. 


Fnjit  Tres,  Supply  of. 
Q.     .Air.  Clough;     ,4. 
Jnly  7,  1471. 


Market     Gardeners' 
A])]>lication  of. 

Q.    Mr.     Clough;         A,    Rir 
Strachey,  July  r,  147J, 


Sir  E.  Strachey, 

CompeiiMtian    Art, 

E. 
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[Sme— Sta 


Smeaton,  Mr.  D.  M.  [Stirlingshire] 

Korea— Bethell  Case,  July  2,  952,  953. 

Old-age     Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    June    30, 
591,  606,  686 ;    July  1,  836-838,  840. 

Smith,  Mr.  F.  E.  [Liverpool,  Walton] 

Coal  Wines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill,  2r., 
July  6,  1261-1271. 

Elducation  Conference  at  Manchester,  June 
25,  61. 


Smythe  Estate 

Case  of  Mrs.  Riggs. 
Q,     Mr.  Ginnell ; 
25,  66. 


A.     Mr.  Birrell,  June 


SnOWden,  Mr.  P.  [Blackburn] 

Old-age   Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  397» 
467.  471. 

Sea  Fisheries  Committees,  Grants  to,  June 
30,  582. 

Unemployment  Statistics  for  May,  July  2, 
966. 


Soares,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Devon,  Barnstaple] 

Old-Age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    June    29, 
411  ;    Con.y  July  7,  1539. 

Volunteer   Orderly- Room    Clerks,  Position 
of,  July  8,  1654. 

Woolfardisworthy    Postal   Facilities,    July 
8,   1657. 

Solicitor-General 

Sir  S.  T.  Kvam. 

Solicitor-General  for  Ireland 

Mr.  R.  Barry. 

Solicitor-General  for  Scotland 

Mr.  A.  Ure. 


Somerset  Gonnty  Council 

Small  Holdings  Committee  —  Statement 
by  Chairman. 

Q.     Mr.     Morrell;  A.     Sir     E. 

Strachoy,  June  30,  581. 


Sondan 

Abdul  Kader,  Sentence  on. 
Qs.     Mr.    Kettle;       As. 
June  25,  8(). 


Sir   E.    Grey, 


South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribn 
tion  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  2,  931. 

Southwell  District  Gas  Bill 

/.  3r.*  June  30,  494. 

c.  Lords  Amend ts..  Con.*  July  6,  1205. 

South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill 

c.  3r.,  June  30,  717. 
/.  iR.*  July  1,  729. 
2r.*  July  8,  1593. 
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Southampton 

St.  Anne's  School,  Recognition  of. 

Qs,     Mr.  Boland  ;    .4*.     Mr.  Runciman. 
June  29,  365. 

Territorial  Force  Association  Poster. 
Qs,     Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson,  Mr.  A.  Le?; 
As.     Mr.  Haldane,  JiUy  6,  1224. 

Spain 

Postal  Service  with  Gibraltar — Agreement 
Presented,  June  25.  3,  51. 

Trade  Report  Presented  June  25 f  3. 

Speaker  and  Deputy-Speaker— Rulings 

Bill  moved  in  Absence  of  Member  in 
Charge,  July  3,  1107. 

Introduction  of  Bill  under  Ten  Minutes 
Rule — Length  of  Speech,  July  7, 
1484. 

Irrelevant  Matter,  June  30,  717. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill 

Amendment  in  Order,  June  26-,  257. 
Irrelevant  Matter,  June  26,  234. 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill 

Amendments  in  Order,  July  7,  1511, 

1571,   1572. 
Amendments   out  of   Order,   July    7, 

1554,   1555. 
Cost,  Amendments  involving  Increase 

in,    July    7,    1512,    1544,    1564, 

1566.     1567,     1587. 

Government  Amendments  of  which 
Notice  had  not  been  given. 
Propriety  of  Closuring,  June  30, 
709. 

House  having  decided  that  Clause  2 
should  not  be  committed.  Amend- 
ment was  out  of  Order,  July  6, 
1363. 

Irrelevant  Matter,  July  6, 1347,  1354, 
1355,   1360. 

Questions,  see  that  title. 

Votes  and  Proceedings,  Form  of,  July  1, 
778. 


Spies 

Legislative  Proposals  for  Dealing  with. 
Q,    Colonel  Lock  wood  ;  -^4.    Mr.  Asquith, 
July  8,  1681. 

Object   of    Foreign   Sketching    Operations 
in  certain  Districts. 

Q  »  Colonel  Lock  wood,  Mr.  Tom- 
kinson  ;  As.  Mr.  Haldane,  ^u/j/ 
6,  1230. 


Standing  Orders 

i  Resolutions    Reported    from    Committee, 

June  30,  5o7. 


Sta— Str] 


Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  Rep.,  July  2, 
923. 

Nurses  Registration  Bill,  2r.,  Jvly  6, 
1203,  1204. 

Kites — Compounding  System,  June  25 
35. 

Roads,  Main — Cost  of  Upkeep,  June  25, 
38. 

Taxation,  Local  —  Increased  Burdens 
thrown  on  Rates,  etc.,  June  25,  35. 

Valuation — Necessity  for  dealing  with 
Question,  June  25,  36-38. 

Statu33  in  London 

British  Medical  Association,  see  that  title. 

Police  Report  on,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Horniman  ;   A.    Mr.  Gladstone, 
June  20.  325. 

Statute  Law  Revision  BUI 

Joint  Committee,  June  25,  214  ;  June  29, 
294  ;  July  i,  731,  738  ;  JiUy  2,  987  ; 
July  6,  1148. 

Staveley-Hill,  Mr.  H.  [StaTordshire,  Kings- 
winfor.l] 

Incest  Bill,  Con..  June  26,  281. 

L:iw  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill,  Con., 
July  3,  1103. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  20,  256. 

01d-9^'e  Pensions  Bill.  Coin.,  July  1,  830, 
831. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Con. 
July  :i.  1117. 

Sunday  Trading — Le<»;islative  Proposals, 
Junv  29.  379. 

Steadman,  Mr.  W.  C.  (Fin-buiy,  Central) 

Post  OiliH'  l-iinosmcu,  Proiuotion  of,  July  3, 
ins3. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill 

/.  :iR*.nnir  :iO,  494. 

c.    LoYiW  AmcM'lts..  r'on*  July  6.  1205. 

"  Stowford  "  S.S. 

Crew  of. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  H.  \Vii^<m:   A.     Mr.  (Iiur- 
cluiL  ././//  ;.  1442. 

Strachey.  Sir  E.-  -Tna*  nr  nj  ih,-  HoumJwld 
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June  25 — July  8. 

Straohey,  Sir  K—eont 

Dorchester  Small  Holdings  Inquiries,  June 

30,  577,  578. 
Glanders — Disinfection  by  Rideal-Walker 

Method,  July  3,  1085. 

Gooseberry  Mildew  Outbreaks 
Cause  of,  July  1,  745. 
Number  in  1908,  June  25,  68. 

Labour    Colonies — Report     on     Hollesley 
Bay,  July  2,  970. 

Meat  Supply 

Beef.  Cause  for  Shortage  in,  June  25, 

61. 
Inquiry  proposed.  June  30,  583. 

Scottish    Farmers,    Co-operation     among, 
July  8,  1641. 

Sea    Fisheries    Committees,     Grants    to, 
June  30,  582. 

Sheep  Scab — Value  of  Salving,  June  25,  6ft. 

Small  Holdings 

Co-opftrative  Societies'  Profits,  July  2, 
972. 

Credit  Bank?,  Necessity  for,  June  29, 
36S. 

D^'mand  for.    Resistcr   of,   June  29, 
.369  ;   July  3,  969.  970. 

Equipment,  Provi«*ion  of,  June  29,  370. 

Hoii<:e  Erection  Pro^iojab,  June  29. 
368. 

Inquiries,  Hour  for  Holding,  Jum:  30^ 
580,  581  :   JiUy  2,  970. 

Refusal,   Appeals    Against,  June  29, 
368,  369. 

Schemes 

Acreage  Supplied,  July  8,  IM5. 

Date  for  Submitting,  June  29, 367. 

Delav,   Prevention   of,  June  29, 
371. 


A"t<    Consolidation 
vod'i'inL'.   June   20. 


-Airri'Mi:!  iir;i'.     Ho'.i 
I>i:.-1).M.-    u; 

-I.  ; 

Hi-h''|).-  L-ilr;i-(l  S.riM.i  Ho..linvs  luiiuiry,  I 

Hwiir,-.  \m:.  n.--  ii|.ii,)ii  of,  J'jif/  S.  1(),>9. 

Ilutlt-r  Miid    .M;n  ;.;.i  iiH'   A«'l,   Oponition  of. 
in  S.nl.Mid.  ././;/  ;.   MTT. 

Imj'oii  Si  iii.ti-s.  Jr,i,   •.*>.  'M). 
>-\u-v\..j."  in  Sii]»|>iy,  ./""im   ?.>,  ',7/. 


Number  Received,  June  29^  «W7  ; 
July  2,  9(i9. 
Small  Ho]ding^;  A<;t,  1906,  Application  of. 

Jvly  7.  1471. 
Small   Holdings   Ajts  Consolidation  Eili. 

Date  of  Introducing,  J  tine  26,  221. 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act 
Administration  of,  June  29,  370. 
Area  Permitted  to  be  Acquired,  Jiilw2* 

971. 
Exjicnses,  Payment  of,  June  30^  578. 

570  ;    July  2,  971. 
Fruit  Trees,  Supply  of,  Jnljf  7,  1471. 
Market  Ganlenem*  Compensation  Act, 
A];M)lication  of,  July  7,  1471. 
Somerset  County  Council  Small  HoUings 
Committee — Statement  by  Chairman, 
June  30,  581. 
Surrey  Small  Holdings  AppUoationa,  Jmne 
29,  335. 

'  Strangford  Bar 

Whistling  Buoy  for. 
(Jif.  Captain  Craig;     A*,  Mr.  OiBnkiU» 
I  July  2,  984. 
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Stratford  upon-Avon,  &c.,  Junction  Rail- 
ways (Amalgamation)  Bill 

c.  Rep*  July  7.   1439. 
Straus,  Mr.  B.  S.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Mile  End] 


[Str— Tan 


London  County  Council  (Money)    Bill,  3r. 
June  30,  716. 

Old-age      Pensions     Bill — Pension     Com- 
mittee, July  6,  1219. 

Strauss,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Berkshire.  Abingdon] 
Milk  Bill,  Proposals  as  to,  June  29,  363. 

Street  Traffic 

Motors.  8  €  that  title. 

Routes  of  Vehicles,  Regulation  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Carr-Gomm  ;    A.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
July   i,    756. 

Suez  Canal 

Revenue — Adjustment  of  Surplus. 

Q.  Mr.  Moltcno  ;    ^.  Sir  E.  Grev,  June 
29,  330. 

Sug^ 

Brussels  Convention 

Additional  Act,  Procedure  in  Ratify- 
ing. 

Q.  Mr.  Scott;   A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
July  1,  175, 
Bergne,  Sir  H.,  Statement  by. 

Q.  Mr.  Scott  ;    A.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 
June  29,  355. 
Cane  Sugar  Production  Statistics. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees  ;     A.  Mr.  Buchanan,  June 
25,  76. 
Refineries,  Cost  of  Sujiervising. 

Q.  Mr.   Villiers  ;    A,  Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
June  25,  02. 
Russian     Export,      British      Government 
Attitude  towards. 


Q.  Mr.    Scott  ;       ^.  Sir    E. 
Jtine    25,    83. 


Grey, 


Summary  Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  Con.,   July   3,    1106. 

3r.*  July  3,  1126. 
/.   iR.*  July  6,   1149. 

Summerbell,  Mr.  T.    [Sunderland] 

Alnwick  Post  Office  Drains,  July  i,  743. 
Army      Estimates  —  Date      of      Taking 

Clothing  Vote,  June  29,  379. 
Erith  Unemployed  Grant,  July  7,  1468. 
Old-age    Pensions    Bill,    Com.,    June    30, 

641  ;    Con.,  July  7,  1530. 

Sunday  Trading 

Legislative  Proposals 

Q.  Mr.  Staveley-Hill  ;     A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
June  29,  379. 

Superannuation    (Post  Office    and  War 
Office)  Act,  1876 

Retirement  Age. 

Q.  Sir  G.   Kekewich  ;     .4.  Mr.   Buxton, 
July  6,    1210. 
Return   under  Clause  5. 

Q.  Sir  G.   Kekewich  ;     .4.  Mr.   Buxton, 
July  6,  1209. 
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Supply 

[See  also  titles  Army  Estimates,  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  Navy  Estimates]. 

Irish   Estimates,   Time  Allotted  to. 
Qa.  Mr.    Lonsdale;       As.  Mr.  Asquith, 
July  8,  1681. 

Scottish 

Opportunity    for    Discussion. 
Os.  Mr.   Pirie,  June  25,   123,   126, 

215  ;      Mr.    Williamson,    216  ; 

Mr.    Barnes,  Mr.   Morton,   Mr. 

C.  E.  Price,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 

216. 
Qs.  Mr.    Barnes,    Mr.    Sutherland ; 

A.  Mr.  Asquith,  June  2P.  380. 
Q.  Mr.   Weir;      A.    Mr.     Asquith, 

June  30,  561. 
Qs.  Mr.   Bryce,  Mr.   Barnes ;     As, 

Mr.  Asquith,  July  1,  111. 

Time    Allotted    during    last    Twenty 
Years. 
Qs.  Mr.  Pirie ;  As.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  8,   1663. 

Surrey 

Small  Holdings  Applications. 

Q.  Mr.    Brodie;      A.  Sir   E.   Strachey, 
June  29,  334. 

Sutherland,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Elgin  Burghs] 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — De- 
cision as  to  Enforcing  Three  Mile 
Limit,  etc.,  July  8,  1759-1765. 

Scottish  Estimates,  Time  Allotted  to, 
June  29,  380. 

Sutherlandflhire 

Education   Grant. 
Q.  Mr.  Morton ;     A.  Mr.  Sinclair,  July  • 
8,   1662. 

Roads,  Maintenance  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Morton;   As.  Mr.  Sinclair,  July 
1,  769. 

Swansea 

King's  Dock  Fatality  on  20th  inst. 

Q.  Mr.   J.    Ward;      A,  Mr.   Gladstone, 
June  30,  570. 

Sweddu 

S?amen,  Distressed,  Relief  of — Notes  Pre 
sented,  July  6,  1147,  1208. 

Sween  Loch 

Oyster  and  Mussel  Fishery. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  D.  White;     A,  Mr.  Sinclair, 
July  8,  1639. 

Swinton  and  liiexbrough  Gas  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  26,  293. 
3R.*July7,  1418. 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  July  1,  131. 

Taumagh  Farm 

Cattle-drives  in  May  and  June?. 

Q.  Sir  G.  Fardell ;   A.  Mr.  Birrell,  June 
29,  335. 


Taw-Tob] 


Tawe  Valley  Gas  Bill 

c.  3r.*  June  25,  48. 

/.  Commons   Amend ts.,  Con.*  July  2,  901, 

Taxation 

Imperial   and   Local   Taxation,    Relations 
b.'twoen. 

Os.  Visoount  Wolverhampton,  June 
25,  25. 
Local 

Date  of  Transfer  of  Levy  of  Duties  on 
Licences. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnson;  A.  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  July  8, 1643. 

Incidence  of 

Os.  Viscount  Wolverhampton,  June 
•?5,  27,  28. 

Increased  Burdens  thrown  on  Urban 
and  Rural  Rates,  etc. 

Os,  Lord  Belper,  June  25,  29- 
35  ;  Lord  Stanley  of  Alder- 
ley,  35 ;  Viscount  Midleton, 
40-44;  Karl  of  Ciewe,  44- 
47 ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  47. 

Licence  Duties,  Collection  of 

Q.  Mr.     Sears;         A.  Mr.     Lloyd- 
Gt^orge,  Juiie  25,  62. 

Royal  Commission  Report  and  Find- 
'  ings. 

Os,  Viscount  Wolverhampton, 
Jun£.  25,  25. 

Revenue  (Collection  of  Taxes),  see  under 
Revenue  and  ExiK'nditure. 

Taximeter  Cabs 

Sec  undtr  Cabs. 

Taylor,  Mr.  T.  C.  [Lancashire,  S.E.,  Rad- 
clilVeJ 

Opium,  Indo-Chinese  Trade,  Restriction  of 
Poppy  Cultivation,  June  25,  77.    • 

Tea 

Imports  in  1907-1908. 

Q,     Mr.    C.     B.    Harmsworth;    A.    Mr. 
Chur.;hill.  July  7,  1440. 

Russian  Duty  on  Indian  and  Ceylon  Tea, 
Jicc  under  Russia. 

Teachers  of  Music  Eegistration  Bill 

c,   iR.*  July  2,  988. 
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Teenan's  Estate 

Sale  Prc)|)0>:al.s. 
Q,   Mr.   MacXcill; 
2,  940. 


-I.  Mr.   Birrell,  July 


Telegraph  Service 

[Str  (il.s()  yumci  of  PI  tins.] 

Boy  M 'ss(»n«j:.Ms,  Discharjr'.*  of. 

Q.  Mr.    Dt'vlin:     A.   Mr.   Kuxton,  June 
2'),   113. 

Reply- pa  id  Unusi'd  ^^)^ms. 

(^.\Mr.  Cowan;    J.   Mr.  Buxton,  Jj/Zy  2,  | 
942.  I 


Mouthpieces,  Disease  Germs  in. 

Qa,  Air.    Lonsdale  ;       A  a.  Mr.    Buxtoo. 

June  29,  363. 
Qa,  Sir  E.  Sassoon,  >Ir.  Rees ;   A».  Mx. 

Buxton,   June  SO,   51o, 
Q,  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A,  Mr.  Buxton,  Jily 

6,  1251. 

Tennant*  Mr.  H.  J.  [BerwickHhlre] 

Medical  Inspection   of   Children,  Jn^jf  6, 
1231.  1253. 

Territorial  Force 

See  under  Army. 

Thames 

Conservancy,  Powers  and  Position  of. 
Qa,  Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Byles.  SirC.  Dilb; 

Aa.  Mr.  Churchill,  Mr.  Speaker,  Jcfy 

1,  151, 
Qa,  Air.    Morrell;       A  a,  3Ir.    ChurchiD, 

July  7,  1465. 

Places  Abutting  on — List  proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  Morrell;  A.  Mr.  Bums,  June 29, 
333. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  TydvU] 

Women's    Suffrage     Movement  — PriBon 
Treatment,  July  6,  1243. 

Thompson  (Clonfin)  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 
0.  Mr.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  June  29„ 
339. 


Thome,  Mr.  W.  [West  Ham,  S.] 

Army — ^Territorial  Force  Enlistments,  Jfdu 
6,  1227. 

Bristol  Post  Office  Extension — ^Wages  Fkid 
by  Contractor,  Jkly  2,  968. 

Insurance    Agents    Committinff     Suicide. 
July  7,  1465. 

Railway  Conveyance  of  Bicycles,  Jvlm  (, 
1247. 

Sheffield  Parks— f^ase  of  G.  H.   Fletcher. 
June  25,  61. 

Tibet 

Roads  from  India,  Grant  for  Impnmng. 
Qs,     Mr.    Rees ;     Aa.    Mr.    Buchaiuiu 
Juiy  2,  940. 

Tied  Trades 

Legislation  to  deal  with  Proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Bottomley;    A.    Mr.  iUqnitii» 
June  30,  589. 

Tobacco 

Cultivation*  Assistance  to. 
Qa,    Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Miqor  Anttra- 
ther  Gray,  Mr.  Cariile ;     Aa,    Ifr. 
Lloyd.George,9yii/y  7,   1481. 

Q.    Mr.  C.  B.  Harmsworth;     A.    Ifr. 
Asquith,  Jul^  7,  1470. 
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Tobacco — cont. 

Manufacture  Regulations  and  Licences 
granted. 

Q,     Mr.    Watt;       A,     Mr.    Lloyd - 
George,  June  25,  70. 

Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  Con.,  June  26,  222. 

3r.*  June  26,  233. 

/.  iB.*  June  29,  295. 

ToUemache  Estate  Bill 

/.  3b.*  June  25,  2. 
c.  iB.*  June  25,  50. 
2b.*  July  6,  1205. 

Tomkinson,  Mr.  J.  [Cheshire,  Crewe] 
Spies,  Rumours  as  to,  July  6,  123L 

Trade,  Board  of 

President— Right  Hon.  W.  S.  ChurchiU. 
Parliamentary    Secretary. — Mr.     H.     E. 
Kearley. 

Vote,  Date  of  taking. 
Qa.     Mr.  Goulding ;    As.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Jidy  6,   1259. 

Trade  Reports  » 

Annual  Series  Presented,  June  25,  3,  51  ; 
June  29,  295,  323  ;  June  30,  494,  558  ; 
July  7,  730,  739  ,'  July  8,  1594,  1632. 

Miscellaneous  Series  Presented,  JtUy  7, 
1418,   1441. 

Tramways 

Accidents,    Prevention  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Harwood ;     A,    Mr.    Churchill, 
July  6,  1217. 
Speedometers,    Use  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Bowerman ;    A,     Mr.  ChurchiU, 
July  7,  765. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (ITo.  2) 
BUI 

/.  Rep.*   Jane   SO,   493. 

Coin.*  July  1,  730. 

Rep.*  July  2,  901. 

3r.*  July  6,  1147. 
c.  iR.*  July  6,  1207. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (Potteries, 
etc.,  Order)  (No.  2)  Bill 

/.  Re|)ort  from  Select  Committee,  June^SO, 
493. 

Transvaal 

Boer  Migration. 
Q8.     Mr.     Fell;        As.     Colonel    Seely, 
July  6,   1236. 

Chinese    Labour — Employment    Statistics. 
Q.     Lord  R.  C^cil ;    A,     Colonel  Seely, 
June  29,  352. 

Gold   Law — Reply  received. 

Q.     Mr.  Cox ;     ^4.     ColoneljSeely,  July 
6,  1236. 
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Transvaal— «ow/. 

Native  Labour  in  Mines — Mortality  statis- 
tics. 

Qa.  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Mitchell- Thomson, 
Major  Anstruther-Gray  '^ftAa^ 
Colonel  Seely,  June  29,  361. 

Qa,  Mr.  Mite  hell- Thomson  ;  As. 
Colonel  Seely,  July  1,  753. 

Native  Land  and  Tax  Bills,  Provisions  of. 
Q,    Sir  C.   Dilke;     A.    Colonel  Seely,. 
July  6,  1237. 

Trawling 

See  under  Fisheries,  also  title  Moray  Firth. 

Treasury 

First  Zior(i— Right  Hon.  H.  H.  Asquith. 
Financial   Secretary— ^Ai,    C.    E.    Hob- 
house. 

Tredennick  Estate 

Evicted   Tenants. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Kelly;  A,  Mr.  Cherry,. 
July  6,  1212. 

Trevelyan.  |Mr.   C.  P.    [Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland] 
Weir  Charity,  Administration  of,  June  30y 
584. 

Tristan  d'Acnnha 

Condition  of. 

Qs.  Major  Anstruther-Gray;  As^ 
Colonel  Seely,  July  2,  951. 

Troon  (Loch  Bradan)  Water  Order  Con- 
fbmation  Bill 

/.  2b.*  July  2,  901. 

3b.*  July  6,  1147. 
c.  iB.*  July  6,  1207. 

2b.*  July  7,  1439. 

Tnbercnlosis 

Scottish   preventive  Measures. 

Q.  Mr.  GuUand;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair^ 
June  25,   97. 

Tunstall 

Woodland  Pottery  Lead- Poisoning  Cases. 
Q.     Sir  C.  Dilke ;     A.     Mr.  Gladstone,. 
July  2,  963. 

Turkey 

Awga,  Building  at. 

Qs.  Dr.  Rutherford,  Major  Anstruther- 
Gray  ;  As.  Sir  E.  Grey,  July  7, 
1461. 

Salonika,  State  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  G.  Gooch,  Mr.  Rees ;  As. 
Sir  E.  Grey,  June  SO,  566. 

Tyne  Improvement  Bill 

I.  2b.*  June  29,  293. 


Uga—Vot] 
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[Vol.  191. 


Uganda 

Railway — Return  as  to  Expenditure, 
g.     Mr.  MacNeill;     A.    Colonel  Seely, 
Jidy  2,  944. 

Unolaimed  Property 

Compulsory  Disclosure,  Proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Bottomley, ;  A,     SirW.  Robson, 
June  25,  59. 

Unemployed 

Grant  for. 

Q.     Sir  B.   Sheffield;     A.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  June  25,  63. 

Q.     Mr.   Cox;      A.     Mr.   Lloyd-George, 
Jime  29,  359. 

Q.     Sir  J.  Randies;     A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
JiUy  6,  1260. 
Officers,  Procedure  in  dismissing. 

Qs.     Mr.  Hay;      As.    Mr.    Mastorman, 
Jmm£'L'5,91. 

Proposals  for  dealing  with. 
Q.     Sir  F.  Channing;     A 
July  6',  1250. 

Statistics  for  May. 

Qs.     Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Snowden  ;  As. 
Masterman,  July  2,  965. 

United  States 

Head  Tax  on  British  Travellers  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Joynson-Hicks ;    A.     Mr. 
Pease,  July  6',  1238. 

Jjiquor  Licence  Duties. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  Roberts; 
July2,\)r}S. 
Trade  Reports  Presented,  Jvnc  25,  3  ;  June 
30,4i)4;    July  1,  no  ;JuIyS,  1594. 

Universities 

I'SiC  aUo  names  of  Univcrjiitie.s  and  Colleges.'] 

Welsh,  grants  to. 
Q.     Mr.   Rees; 
July  2,  943. 

Upton  Town  Hall  Bill 

c.  Ri-V*  «^"wt  25,  49. 

Con.*  June  30,  V^m. 

3r.*  July  :i,  1081. 
/.    Co.iimons    Ainondts., 
lUi). 


Mr.  Bums, 


Mr. 


J.  A. 


A.    Sir  E.  Grey, 


.4.     Mr.  Lloyd-George, 


Con.*    July    6, 

Councils  (Advertising) 


Urban    District 
Bill 

r.  Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  Bill 
\Vithdrrt\vn.J/////:L\1088. 

Ure,    Mr.    A. — ^SoUcitor-Gcm'ral  for    /Scotland 
[LinlithgowJ 

\'atcTsay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs  in 
- -i)isj)iit«?  I»et\veen  J^ady  Cathcart  ».nd 
Cottars,  etc.,  Jutu  25,  192. 

Valentia,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  [Oxford] 

Dor.-luster,  Small  H(»l(lings  Inquiries,  Ju7u 

Valuation 

X.'.essity  for  ncjtliii^  with  Question. 

f).i.     Visi-oiiiit  Wolverhampton,  June  25, 
2S  ;  J.ord  Stanley  of  Ahlerley,  3(h  3S. 
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Vatersay  and  Barra 

Condition  of  Affairs  in — Dispute  betvecn 
Lady  Gordon  Gathcart  and  GotUn. 
Os.  >fr.  Weir,  June  25,  124-126; 
Mr.  MltchelLThomson,  12^137, 
163 ;  Mr.  A.  Dewar,  138-148, 
151-4201;  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUoor, 
148-157,  208 ;  Sir  J.  Dewar. 
152,  171-174;  Mr.  Sinclair,  157- 
167;  Sir  H.  Craik,  167-171 ;  Mr. 
Wilkie,  176 ;  Mr.  Morton,  ITT- 
179,183;  Mr.  Ainsworth,  183; 
Mr.  Molteno,  185-187;  Major 
Anstruther-Gray,  187, 190;  Mr.' 
Seddon,188, 189:  Mr.A.firycf, 
190-192;  Mr.  Ure,  192;  Mr. 
Cochrane,  162,  l<U-202;  Mr.T- 
Shaw,    205-212. 

Trespass  Act  of  1865,  Application  of. 
Os.     Mr.    Mitchell-ThoinBOn,    June  25. 
133,  134  ;    Mr.  Cochrane,  194 ;  Mr. 
T.  Shaw,  202,-205. 

Vemey,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Buckinghamshire,  X.J 

Hop  Industry,  Import  Duties,  June  26, 70. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7,  1496, 
156L 

Vickers,  Sons  &  Maxim,  Meian. 

fi.  .  Indentures  of  Apprentices. 

Q.     Mr.  G.  Roberts ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith. 
June  30,  589. 

**  Victoria  and  Albert"  Soyal  Taeht 

Future  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Watt ;  A.    Mr.  McKenna,  J«(y 
i,  740. 

Villiers,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Brighton] 

Sugar  Refmeries,  cost  of  Supervising,  June 
25,62. 

Vivisection 

Dog  Licences  taken  out  by  certain  Instiiu- 
tions. 
Q.    Mr  E.  Griffith  ;    A.      Mr.  Hob- 
house,  Juljf  2,  941. 

Volnnteers 

Argyll  and  Bute  Garrison  Artillery  (Ist)— 
Guns  and  Officers  Uniforms,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.  Ainsworth ;    A.    Mr.  Hil- 
dane,  Jttne25,7l* 

Long  Service  Medal,  Award  of. 
Q.     Earl  of  Ronaldshay ;    A      Mr.  Hal- 

dane,  July  6,  1225. 
Q.    Mr.  Mond  ;  A.  Mr.  Haldane.  JiOy  7, 
1455. 
Orderly-room    Clerks — Rank    under   nnr 
scheme. 

Q,    Mr.  Soares;     A.    Mr.  Aeland, 
JiUyS.ie^. 
Permanent  Staff  Pay  under  new  soheKe. 
Qs.    Sir  S.  Scott,  Mr.  Ashley ;  Am,    Mr. 
Haldane,  June  29,  347. 


Votes  and  Proceedingi 

See  under  Parliamentaiy 
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^Wales 

Church  Disestablishment — Legislative  Pro- 
posals. 

Q.     Mr.  Rees ;    A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
Jttwe^P,  361.  ^ 

University,  Report  on 

Q.     Sir  D.   B.   Jones;      A.     Mr.   Hob- 
house,  JWy^,  1658. 

HV'alker,  Colonel  W.  H.  [Lancashire,    S.W.. 
Widnes] 

Glanders — Disinfection  by  Rideal  -Walker 
Method,  July  3,  1085. 

Walker,  Mr.  H.  deR.  [Leicestershire,  Melton] 
Education   (Local  Authorities)  Bill,  Con., 
July  3,  1129. 

War  Offics 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.  Hon.  H.  B.  Hal- 
dane. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Lord  Lucas. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  F.  D.  Acland. 
Cloth,  Contracts  for. 

Qs.     Mr.  Ress,  Mr.  Weir  ;   As.     Mr. 

Acland,  July  8,  1653. 
Q.     Major     Anstruther-Gray ;      A. 
Mr.  Acland,  July  8,  1655. 
Tartan  cloth — Place  of  Manufacture. 
Qs.     Mr.     Rees,     Maj.     Anstruther- 
Gray,  Mr.  L.  Jones  ;    As.     Mr. 
Acland,  July  2,  948. 

Coal,  Expenditure  on. 

Q.     Mr.  Bowles  ;    A.  Mr.  Haldane,  July 
6',   1232. 
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Bt.    Hon.   E.    [Clackmannan    and 
Kinross] 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  1,  829. 

Wason.  Mr.  J.  C.  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 

House  of  Commons  Police  Duties,  Junt 
29,  364. 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  enforcing  Three  Mile  Limit,  etc. 
July  8,  1775-1777. 

Motors 

Foreign   Law   and   Practice,   July   7, 
1460. 

Speed — Applications       from       Local 
Authorities,  Jidy  1,  756. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7,  1498. 

WaterloW*  Mr.  D.  S.  [Islington,  N.] 

South- Western  Suburban  Water  Bill,  3b., 
June  30,  723-725. 

Watt,  Mr.  H.  A.  [Glasgow,  College] 
Banks 

Scottish — Judges  as  Directors,  July  69 
1210. 

Unclaimed  Balances,  June  25,  94. 

Fishery  Board  Fees  and  Expenses,  July  3, 
1084. 

Glasgow 

High 


of 


Use  of  Room  in,  by  Mr.  Churchill. 
Q.     Mr.    A.    S.    Wilson;    A.     Mr. 
dane,  June  29,  348. 


Hal- 


War  Risks  of  Shipping 

See  under  Merchant  Shipping. 

Ward,  Mr.  J.  [Stoke-on-Trent] 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  29,  464. 

Wardle,  Mr.  G.  J.  [Stockport] 

Post  Office,  Railway  Facilities  for  Em- 
ployees on   Early  Duty,  June  25,  94. 

Railway  Conference,  Position  as  to,  June 
29,  302. 

South- West  Suburban  Water  Bill,  3r., 
Jinie  30,  720-722. 

Swansea,  King's  Dock — Fatality  on  20th 
inst.,  June  30,  570. 

Waring,  Capt.  W.  [Banffshire] 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  ejiforcing  Three  Mile  Limit,  etc., 
J  uly  cV,  1  730-1 7o8. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.  [Stafford,  Lichfield] 

Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill,  Con., 
J  uly  3,  lloo. 

laccst  Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  284. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  July  1,  807. 
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School    for    Girls — PenBion 
Rector,  June  26,  219. 

Territorial  Force  Ammunition,  Cost  of, 
June  25,  04. 

Unemployed — Opportunity    for    Dis- 
cussion, July  8,  1783. 
Inverliever  Estate,  Price  of,  July  1,  743. 

Irish  Farmers,  Ck)-operation  among,  July  7, 
1446. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  233,  240. 

Police    Constables  raised  from  the  Ranks, 
July  2,  903. 

Scottish     Farmers,    Co-operation     among, 
July  S,  1041. 

Tobacco     Manufucture    Regulations    and 
Licences  granted,  June  25,  70. 

"  Victoria    and    Albert "     Royal    Yacht, 
Future  of,  July  1,  740. 

Wedgwood,   Mr.    J.    C.    [Newcastle-under- 
LynieJ 
Lagos  Railway  Lan  Is,  Disposal  of,  July  2, 
952. 

Nigeria,  SoutI  em — Land  Alienation,  July 
2,  9r>l.  oryi. 

Northumlxjrland  School  Site — Westerhope 
and  North  Warbottle,  Jidy  2,  967. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Ballintore  Harbour,  State  of,  July  8,  1660. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  July  2, 
987. 

\c(mi. 


Wei-Wil] 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  Q.—cont. 

Fisheries 

Cruiser,  June  25 ^  96. 

Gratuities  to  Fishermen  for  Assistance 

in  detecting  Illegal  Trawling,  pro- 

iwsed,  June  25,  96. 
Steam  Trawlers,  Number  of,  June  25, 

95. 

Trawling 

Legislative  Proiwsals,  June  25,  96. 
Penalties    on    Foreign    Trawlers, 
June  25,  97. 
Lewis,  Island  of 

Evictions,  June  25,  123. 
Farms,  Area  of,  July  8,  1634. 

Migration  Scheme,  July  1,  767,  768. 
July  3,  1085  ;  July  8,  1661. 

Bate  Arrears  and  Grants,  July  8, 1660, 

1661. 
Sanitary  State,  July  8,  1660. 
Stomoway — Report     on     Sanitation, 

July  i,  766,  767. 

Upper  Bavble  School  Facilities,  June 
25,  95. 
Medical    Officers    in    Highland    Districts, 

July  8,  166-2. 
Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Deci- 
sion as  to  enforcing  Three-Mile  Limit, 

etc.,  July  8,  1778-1780. 
Scottish  Esthnates,  Time  allotted  to,  June 

30,  561. 
Scottish  Deer  Forests,  Limitation  of,  July  1, 

767. 
Secretary  of  State   for  Scotland,  Position 

and  Work  of  Office,  June  25,  123, 

Tobacco    Growing 
June  26,  230. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Affairs 
in — Dispute  between  Lady  Cathcart 
and  Cottars,  June  25,  124-126. 

War  Office  Contracts  for  Cloth,  July  8, 1653. 

Weir  Charity 

iSce  undtr  Charities. 

Welsh  Church  Commission 

Report.  Date  of  issiiin^j. 

Q.     "Sir.  P.   Pease;    A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
Jane,  29,  360. 


INDEX. 
June  25 — July  8, 

West  Looli  Tarbert 


Oyster  Fishery  Order. 
Q,    Mr.  J.  1).  White ; 
July  8,  1639. 
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A.     Mr.  SincUir, 


(Scotland)    Bill,    Con., 


Westminster 

Drunkenness     Observed     during    Chonli 
Army  March  on  4th  April. 
Qa,     Mr.    Burdett-Coutts,    Mr.  L 
Jones;       As.     Mr.    GUditcoe, 
July  2,  961. 
Qa.     Mr.  H.  C.  Lea,  Mr.  C  RobertN 
Mr.  Rees  ;  As.     Mr.  GUdstou. 
July  6,  1241. 

Wheat  and  Flour 

Talc,  Adulteration  of  Flour  ^th. 

Q.     Mr.  Halpin  ;  A.     Mr.  T.  W.  Ruwll. 
June  29,  ZZi.  ] 

Wheatley  .     , 

Church  Attendance  of  School  Children. 
Q.    Mr.  Morrell;      .4.     Mr.  Rimcinus, 
July  6,  1218. 

White,  Mr.  J.  D.  [Dumbartonshire] 

Daylight  Saving  Bill,  Facilities  for,  JWy 

8,  1682. 
Fishery  Orders  for  Abert!our  and  Buccif ugh 

and  West  Loch  Tarbert,  July  8, 1639. 

1640. 
Northumberland      School     Site     betvecn 

Westerhope    and    North    Warbottle, 

June29,3e2;   July2,9GA. 

Orkney— Bay  of  Firth  Qy«ter  Bed*,  Jvwt 
29,  373  ;  July  1,  741,  742,  765,  766. 

Population  Statistics,  July  3,  1082. 

Sea  Fisheries  Act — Scottish  Orders,  Jtif 

8,  1610. 
Sw'een  Loch  Oyster  Fishery,  July  8t  1691. 

White,  Sir  G.  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 

Old-i^    Pensions   Bill,    Ccm.,   Juui  2f» 
389,  391. 


Whiskey 

Royal  Coinmission- 
8, 1594,  1631. 


-Interim  Report,  Jidy 


West  Estate 

Case  of  p.  Kellv. 

Q.     y\r.    V.    .\rec!;an; 
July  r,  14.10. 


A.     Mr.    Birrell, 


West  Indies 

[For  partirulfir   IsUui'Im,   ^o    thtir   names  as 
IJarha  los,  Junuiioa.]  | 

Federation  Propostils. 

Q.     Mr.    Lamont  ;      .1.     (.'oloaol    Scdv, 
June  26,  Hi). 

76  ' 


Widnes  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2ft.*  June  29,  293. 

Wiles,  Mr.  T.  [I8lingt4>n,  &] 

old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Friendly  Societies 
Thrift  Certificates,  July  2,  944. 

Post  Office,  Medical  Attendance  of  Em- 
ployees, June  30,  673- 

Wilkie,  Mr.  A.  [-undee] 

Dundee  Postal  "Staff— Cost  o<  laTiag,  Jidf 
2,  933. 

Vatersay  and  Barra,  Condition  of  Aiuri 
in — Dispute  between  Lady  Okthfltft 
and  Cottars,  etc.,  Juiie  £5p  176i 


Vol.  191.] 


SESSION  1908. 
June  lb— July  8. 


[Wil— Woo 


i^iilianiS)  Mr.  A.  0.  [Merionethshire] 

Coal   Mines   (Eight   Hours)   (No.   2)   Bill, 
2r.,  July  6,   1288-1290. 


A.     Mr.  Birrell,  June 


Williams  Estate 

Case  of  D.  Curran. 
Q.     Mr.  Boland  ; 
25,  CT. 

I^jlliamson,  Mr.  A.  [Elgin  and  Nairn] 

Fishing  Boats,  Increase  in  Size  of,  Jidy 
8,  1750. 

Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 
as  to  Enforcing  Three  Mile  Limit,  etc., 
July  .S,  1748-1751. 

Sjpply,  Scottish — Opportunity  for  Dis- 
cussion, June  25,  215. 

I^'illonghby  de  Eresby,   Lord  [Lincoln- 
shire, Horncastle] 
Old-a^e     Pensions    Bill,    Cam.,    June    30, 
023-625. 

Vilson,  Mr.  A.  S.  [Yorks..  E.R.,  Holdemess] 
Cardwell  Svsteni,  Propof  als  for  Modifyirg, 

June  29,  348. 
Ed'ication  (Local  Authorities)  Bill,   Con., 

Julys,  1133. 
Local  Authorities  (Adn^ission  of  the  PreFs) 

Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  203. 
Moray  Firth,  Foreign  Trawlers  in — Decision 

as    to    Enforcing    Three    Mile    Limit, 

etc.,  July  8,  1754. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7,  1635 
Tobacco    Growing    (Scotland)    Bill,    Con., 

June  26,   228. 
War  Office-Use  of  Room  in  by  Mr. Churchill, 

June  29,  348. 

Vilson,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Yorks.,  W.R.,  Holmfirth] 
''  Stowford,"  S.S.,  Crew  of,  July  7,  1442. 

yilson,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Middlesbrough] 

Antwcr|i — Shipping  Fee  System,  June 
29,  324. 

Merchant  Seamen,  Discharged — Accommo- 
dation on  Passage  Home,  June  25, 
52. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  Con.,  July  7,  1532. 

Vilsan,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Worcestershire,  N.] 

Aden  Guard  Ship,  June  25,  74. 

()ld-a2;c'^Pensions  Bill,  Com.,  June  30, 
r»0r;l  Recom.,  July  6,  1390. 

Vilson,  Mr.  P.  W.  [St.  Pancras,  S.] 

Civil  Service  Boy  Clerks,  July  6,  1255. 

Vilson.   Mr.  W.  T.    [Lancashire,  S.E.,  West- 

houghton] 

Bristol  Telegraph  Office  Vacancies,  July  1, 
740. 

<'hath;im  Dockyard  Store — Joiners'  Work 
done  by  Labourers,  July  7,  1452. 

Old-age  Pensions  Bill — Disqualification 
Provisions,  July  7,  1449. 


Winfrey,  Mr.  E.  [Norfolk,  S.W.] 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill,  Con.,  June  26,  242,  243,  270. 
273. 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Tapping  of  Messages. 

Qs,  Mr.  Hay;  As.  Mr.  Lambert, 
July  2,  945. 

Wishaw  Burgh  Electricity,  etc.,  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  June  30,  493. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  July  7,  1417. 

Wolverhampton,  Viscount 

Local  Authorities*  Debt,  Increase  in,  «/iine 
25,  26. 

Poor   Law   Reform,    Necessity   for,   June 

25,  29. 
Taxation 

Imperial  and  Local  Taxation,   Rela- 
tions between,  June  25,  26. 

Local 

Incidence  of,  June  25,  27,  28. 

Royal  Commission  Report  and 
Findings,  June  25,  25. 

Valuation — Necessity  for  dealing  with 
Question,  June  25,  28. 

Women*  s  Suffrage  Movement 

Police  Employed  on  30th  ult..  Cost  of,  etc. 
Q.     Major  Renton  ;  A,     Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  2,  961. 

Treatment  accorded  to  Arrested  Persons. 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Brunner,  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ; 
As.     Mr.  Gladstone,  July  1,  767. 

Qs.  Mr.  Hay,  Mr.  Healy,  Mr.  W. 
Redmond ;  As.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mr.  Speaker,  July  2,  958. 

Qs.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas,  Mr.  W.  Red- 
mond, Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Morrell, 
Mr.  Kilbride  ;  As.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
July  6,  1243. 

Wood,  Mr.  T.  l/icK,—Parliame7Uary  Seer  ' 
iary.  Board  of  Education  [Glasgow,  St. 
RoUox] 

Education  Conference  at  Manchester,  June 

25,  61. 
Education  (Local  Authorities)   Bill,  Con., 

Julys,  1126,  1133,  1139,  1140,  1143. 

Woods,  Forests  and  Land  Revenue 

Report  Presented,  June  30,  495,  658. 

Woolfardisworthy 

Postal  Facilities. 

Q.  Mr.  Soares;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  July 
8,  1657. 


Woolwich  Arsenal 

Ansell,  W.  E.,  Case  of. 

Q.     Colonel       Lockwood ; 
Haldane,  June  25,  72. 


A.    Mr. 
[conL 
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